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PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

With Stereo,
fits 2 people.

Great for 
losing weight . . . 

melts the 
pounds right off!

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

Check out our
IN GROUND,

DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT
ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS

WORK & FISHING BOATS
Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls

Model Bow • Tunnel Hull
Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL
815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL
800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL

217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL
618-232-1218

Southside Outboard
Paducah, KY
270-443-5626

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164 • Oquawka, IL 61469

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

AND

OQB MARINE SHOP
1222 Hwy 164 East • Oquawka, IL 61469
Phone: 309-867-2961 • Fax: 309-867-3962

Open: Mon-Fri: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
& Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS



15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

APRIL 2017 • ISSUE #244
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ON THE COVER  Canterbury Tales 

Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Deadline for ASO editions is the 10th 
of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible for 
any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

A beautiful group of fresh 
Morel Mushrooms. 

Coming to city near you.

©Copyright 1994

Andy Bugos
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES 

201 Gloria Parkway • Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
Harry & Cathy Canterbury
Harry’s Cell:  (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell:  (309) 370-6922

ASOMagazine.com
ASOMagazine.net

AD CREATION & LAYOUT:
Missy Walker - Production Manager 

missywalker1974@gmail.com
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

 I hope all of you had a great winter 
this year. Central Illinois had 10 days 
with 70 degree weather. Very odd for the 
winter months.  As you may know Cathy & 
I have been in Florida for the winter and 
it is great. Most days are in the 80’s with 
a little rain and of course no ice or snow. 
When I was much younger cold weather 
didn’t bother me at all, in fact I looked 
forward to it every year. Between ice 
fishing and running ATV’s in the snow it 
was a lot of fun. I still remember huddled 
around the stove in the cabin. Get one 
side done than do the other. Nothing like 
a wood burner to warm up to in the dead 
of winter. 
 I have slid on the ice for the last time 
and won’t ever have to wait for my truck to 
warm up and scrape ice off the windows 
ever again. Now spring is just around the 

corner and turkeys and mushrooms are 
almost in season it is time to head north. 
But I will say having summer weather in 
the winter is really nice.
 The news I get from home is about 
the same except the things at Caterpillar 
going on with a possibility the company 
will have a real tough time getting through 
this audit and tax issue. I sure hope that 
this bump in the road is not a crater. They 
have been the back bone of the Peoria 
area for ever. I spent 12 years working 
there and know the importance of its part 
in the Peoria community.
 There have been some real serious 
bills that the Democrats are trying to 
pass in Springfield. The latest thing they 
have dreamed up is a thing called a Lethal 
Violence Order of Protection.  If your 
brother in-law gets mad at you he can 
file a complaint and they will pop your 
FOID and Conceal Carry, then confiscate 
your guns and ammo. If your kids are 
mad that you won’t let them have a new 
phone they can file a LVOP against you 
and your hunting days are over. Sponsored 
by Kathleen Willis {D} of Addison is just 
another attempt to go through the back 
door to get your guns. Call this number 
at her office {217-782-3374} and tell 
them nicely that you are opposed to the 
Lethal Violence Order of Protection. The 
bill number is HB 2354 and is just another 
example why I voted for Trump.  Liberals 
are after your guns and will never give up. 
I can’t tell you how important it is to be 
or become a member of the Illinois State 

Rifle Association. It is 
the only way you can 
assure your rights for gun 
ownership in Illinois.
 I hear quite often people say they 
will never use there concealed carry gun, 
hopefully that is true. Here in Charlotte 
County Florida on Interstate 75 the main 
drag through the state, a Sheriff’s deputy 
pulled a car over. The man got out and 
pulled the deputy out of his car and almost 
beat him to death. A motorist who was 
close behind who had concealed carry 
pulled his gun and told the assailant to get 
off the officer a number of times. He kept 
beating him and the officer yelled to shoot 
him please. He did shoot him three times 
and killed the assailant. The motorist 
was considered a hero. There have been 
many similar events like this one across 
the country and hopefully it won’t happen 
to you. But I sure bet the deputy was 
happy the motorist was armed. Hopefully 
you never have a situation to use your 
gun, but if you do you’ll be ready. There 
unfortunately are a lot of crazy people out 
there and thank God in Illinois you can 
now defend yourself. 
 Now a Red Nose Memory from a long 
time ago but not forgotten. During the 
summer at the old club Paul the German 
used the club year round especially after 
duck season. Paul and Julie his wife kept 
close ties with their family in Germany 
and many times the German family came 
to visit. His great nieces and nephews 
loved going to Duck Island at the cabin 
which was in the woods with no TV, radio 

continued on page 8SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE IN 

2 DIFFERENT FORMATS!
ASOMagazine.com & 

ASOMagazine.net
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Protect Your Home
Away From Home

Taking the comforts of home with
you on the road is great. Make sure
you’re covered for the unexpected,

before you leave the driveway.

3510 West Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria
309-682-2400

82 East Fort Street, Farmington
309-245-2800

www.dempsterinsurance.com
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$189512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

WATCH ASO TV • Sat. April 29 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50

O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13

Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Cope Marine 
is the Midwest’s 

Boating 
Headquarters!

www.copemarine.com

Giant selection of new and 
preowned boats in stock…

Great Factory Rebates 
& Big Savings!

APRIL 2017 GUIDE 
TO ASO WRITERS
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Triton 17 TX
Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”
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Grandma’s

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store

Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND
Gas Pumps Open 24/7!

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

  G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.
Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

M,T,W,F  9aM-6pM • SaT  9aM-2pM • CloSed TH & SUN • opeN aNyTiMe By appT.

High post ventilated rib, ported barrel, grade III/IV 
walnut, adjustable comb, PachOctoberr recoil pad, 

silver nitride finish steel receiver

BT-99 Plus
Citori 725 SPTG

Ported Barrels, fiber optic bead, gloss oil finish, checkered 
walnut, engraved low profile steel receiver, mechanical trigger, 

Invector-DS Chokes

Maxus Sporting
Gloss Walnut, Hi-Viz sight, polished blue, satin nickel receiver, lighting trigger, 

speed lock forearm, power drive gas system, autoloader shotgun

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger 
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile 

receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight, 
Invector-DS chokes.

Citori 725 Trap

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANY

309-925-4217

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 

FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

My Favorite Morel Mushroom Recipes
I know everyone has their way of cooking 
mushrooms but here are just a couple of my 
favorites.

MUSHROOM DELIGHT
Ingredients:
1 Pound of Morel Mushrooms 
4 Eggs beaten
2 Sleeves of Saltine Crackers crushed (Ritz 
Crackers work great as well)
2 Cups Vegetable Oil in Large sauce pan

Instructions:
•  First give your mushrooms one last rinsing 

and set aside to drain.
• Beat the 4 eggs into a bowl.
•  Crush the crackers in a one gallon zip lock 

bag using a rolling pin
• Heat oil to 375 degrees
•  Take each piece of mushroom and roll in 

egg 
• Drop mushroom into zip lock bag
•  It is much easier and less messy if you do 

six or so pieces at a time 
•  Shake bag and 

make sure you 
are getting 
them coated. If 
not coated just 
press down on 
the area not 
covered and 
you will be all 
set.

•  Cook mushrooms until they are golden 

brown on each side and enjoy. One of 
Gods many great creations

MUSHROOM OMELETS  
Makes Two Omelets
Ingredients:
½ Pound Small Grey Morel Mushrooms (I 
prefer the greys because they are small and 
flavorful)
½ Onion 
½ Green Pepper
6 Eggs beaten
1 Cup of shredded cheddar cheese
•  Dice the onion and green pepper and set 

aside
• Beat 3 eggs in two different bowls
•  Lightly coat 

frying pan 
with oil or 
spray and 
turn on 
m e d i u m 
heat

•  Pour one 

bowl of eggs in the frying pan and let cook 
for a few seconds. Then add ¼ pound of 
the mushrooms, onion, and green peppers 
to desired taste and then ½ cup of cheese. 
Once the omelet is cooked thoroughly 
fold over and cook on each side for 
another minute and you are ready for best 
breakfast of the year. Repeat with second 
bowl and the task is complete. Of course 
you can add any vegetable you would like 
and even some sausage or ham. I prefer 
this way so flavor of the mushrooms come 
through.

PAN FRIED WILD TURKEY
Ingredients:
6 Eggs
3 Cups Italian Bread Crumbs
1 Tbs paprika
1 Tbs Onion Powder
1 Tbs Garlic Powder
3 lbs Wild Turkey Breast, cut into strips
Canola oil for frying

Instructions:
•  Add garlic powder, onion powder, and 

paprika to the bread crumbs in a one 
gallon zip lock back. In a bowl, whisk the 
eggs. Roll the turkey strips in the egg and 
place in the bag of bread crumbs. Only 
place two strips at a time into bag. Shake 
bag and make sure the strips are evenly 
coated. 

•  In a large skillet heat oil over medium 
heat. Make sure to test that the grease is 
got enough with one strip before placing 
others. Fry for 3 minutes on each side or 
until golden brown.

Mushroom Delight

Mushroom Omelet

Pan Fried Wild Turkey



Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest 
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.
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926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

or any other conveniences we all take for 
granted. Paul and Julie spent every spare 
moment they could going to the club. 
 Paul was the quarter master sergeant 
with the Illinois State Police in Springfield. 
He was in charge of the uniforms the State 
Police wore and was very proud to have 
designed the spiffy style uniform that 
actually won 1st place at the world’s fair 
as the best dressed State Police in the US. 
I will always remember Paul wearing khaki 
clothes and looked like an older State cop. 
He also brought all the club members 
shirts, pants and gloves that were slightly 
worn and discarded but were great for 
RED NOSE gun club members. 
 On a hot July day his nieces loved to 
lay out in the sun next to the lake. And of 
course being European would do it topless. 
About 2 miles away at the farm house the 
father of the hired hand Mr. Rice was a 
rugged old woodsman from Kentucky. He 
would put out fish and turtle traps along 
the beach and check them regularly. On 
this day the girls were sunning at the lake 
with no concerns at all. And being from 
overseas their opinion of America was it is 
still wild. They took a nap and when they 
woke there was an old man wearing a red 
handkerchief on his head, barefoot and 
bare chested carrying a long pole smiling 
looking at them. The girls were startled 

and screamed “Indians run for your life!” 
They ran up to the cabin scared to death. 
Paul told them that’s just the neighbor 
checking his traps, he’s harmless. But I 
heard it was their last outing like that on 
Big Lake at the old Red Nose Duck Club.
Mushroom season will start in April 
provided we have moisture and heat. It 
all depends on those two things for good 
mushroom hunting. The earliest morel 
mushroom I ever saw was on April 1st 
every year when I worked at Caterpillar. 
Ken Fuller of Banner Illinois without fail 
always had the first Mushroom ever. I 
don’t have a clue where he found it but it 
was always there in a little cup. He was so 
proud that he had the first and many of you 
out there remember him. 
 It seems that when we were younger 
they were easier to find. I remember 
getting garbage bags full of them back in 
the 1960’s.  Like Dad said nothing lasts 
forever and he was so right.  But if you do 
get a mess of mushrooms please only cook 
them one way and that is with real butter, 
milk, eggs and cracker crumbs. Believe me 
I have had them every which way you can 
think of and that is the tried and true best 
way. Remember the flavor of these tasty 
fungi is very delicate and you don’t want 
to mask it with oils or margarine. 
 We’ll be home soon looking forward 
to the beautiful spring Illinois has every 

Canterbury Tales . . . continued

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL
(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com

Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am

OPEN HOUSE APRIL 1 (RAIN DATE APRIL 2)

ATA REGISTERED TRAP APRIL 23

SHOOT FOR THE CURE MAY 6

3I SKEET TOURNAMENT MAY 19-21

year. My family was some of the first 
settlers from Kentucky to come to the 
fertile lands of Illinois and call it home. 
They knew Abe Lincoln and were a pivotal 
part of the founding of the state. I love the 
land of Lincoln, its people and always will 
even though winter is not my cup of tea 
any more. 
 See you on the river this summer. 
Keep Your Powder Dry and Your Worm 
Wet!
 Harry

Conservation Snow Goose 
Hunt & Briney Flurry Shoot

252 Geese & Pheasant, 
March 4-6, 2017

Brad Severs with some 
of the Farm King Family

1470 Spring Bay Road • East Peoria 61611
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OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

 We went all winter with warm 
weather and no snow to speak of and of 
course, now that we are almost into April, 
we get snow. Somehow this doesn’t add 
up but if you live in Illinois why would 
you expect anything different? The one 
very bright side is what April provides 
us with, spring. There is nothing better 
than watching the leaves start on the 
trees, the dogwoods will soon bloom and 
many other plants will start to grow and 
take root. Such a beautiful time of year. 
The birds will be singing and many other 
animals will start to have their young. You 
will start to see the woods light up with 
babies curious for their first adventure. 
 As much as I love the spring there 
is one certain item that gets me pumped 
up like no other. The morel mushroom. I 
have been hunting these tasty creations 
since I was a very young man. Some of 
my best memories of growing up around 
my grandparent’s farm was to watch the 
bed of asparagus to see when it started 

growing. This and the flowering dog 
woods were usually my first tip the grey 
mushrooms would be here very soon. For 
years as a kid I would spend my weekends 
hunting for mushrooms and there were 
many years that finding 15 to 20 pounds 
was a common occurrence. Sadly, that 
has not been the case for the last couple 
of years. I had an old timer tell me once, 
that if the temperature reached over 80 
for two days straight it would kill many of 
the spores that were waiting to erupt. Of 
course, everyone has heard an old wife’s 
tale about these elusive mushrooms. This 
was just one that I happen to truly believe 
after last year. See, last year where I 
mushroom hunted, we were in early April. 
We had a couple of 80 degree days and 
I remembered what the old timer told 
me. Sure enough, it was one of the worst 
mushroom seasons I have ever had. I had 
many others tell me they had good years 
but for what I normally harvest and the 
four pounds I did get last yea…r it makes 
me wonder.  Maybe there was something 
to what he had told me about those 80 
degree days. I sure hope he was wrong 
because the way this year is going we 

may have several days of 80 degree weather 
before the middle of April. Let’s hope that 
doesn’t happen. I know I appreciate the 
gradual warming of spring. 
 I enjoy mushrooming so much that most 
of the mushrooms I pick, I give to family 
and friends. I especially like to give them to 
people who were once able to go get their 
own but now it’s not physically as easy or 
they have nowhere to go. They really seem 
to enjoy when I show up with a fresh pound 
of mushrooms. I see many people sell them 
and make good money off them but that is 
not why I do it. I do it to spend a few extra 
days in the woods enjoying what god has 
provided to us. 
 If you are a beginner to mushrooming 
than here are a few tips. First make sure you 
get permission from the land owner or there 
is plenty of public areas you can go to find a 
few mushrooms for the skillet. Once you have received permission, you need to make 
sure you know what a dead elm tree looks like. There are many images on line and that is 
usually the key to finding mushrooms. You are not going to see them around every dead 
elm you find, but if you keep hunting dead elms, you will find mushrooms eventually. 
Many people swear by mayapples. They say if you can find mayapples, you will find 
mushrooms. I have searched many mayapples in my day and I have found mushrooms 
beside them but not as much as around the dead elms. One of my favorite areas to 

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

The Hialeah Club
Goofy Ridge, IL

Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon

MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Nice mess of fresh morels

Use a Mesh bag for the potential of 
spreading spores



One of the Peoria Area’s Oldest Watering Holes
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Drink Specials Everyday! 
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm

Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris 
invite you to come by for a 
drink and delicious meal! 

4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413

Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

check is if any timber has been logged off 
the property. For some reason about two 
years after being logged, the trails that 
were made by the loggers seem to be a 
great place to find a lot of mushrooms. 
Another great place to find them is along 
creek banks. My dad was a firm believer 
you just find a creek bottom and start 
walking. Many times when we went 
mushrooming together, he would stay in 
the bottoms around the creek and I would 
be on the hill tops searching dead elms 
and logging trails. 
 There are two items that I feel you 
must have with you when you go on a 
mushroom hunt. First is a knife so you 
can cut the stems. I prefer to do this 
and leave the soil alone and many times 
I have come back and there is another 
mushroom within inches of the last one 
I picked. I try to disturb the soil as little 
as possible. Even more important than the 
knife is a mesh bag. This is a must. You 
can find them online for $10 and they are 
worth every penny. There are very durable 
and I believe that carrying them in a mesh 
bags allows spores to drop to the ground 

Chronicles . . . continued

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

to potentially find more mushrooms in 
years to come. The reason I think this is 
necessary is I have traveled the same 
path mushroom hunting one location for 
20 years. Every year I find mushrooms that 
seem to be all by themselves in places I 
have never found them before and it is 
my belief that by utilizing the mesh bag, it 
provides me with a few extra mushrooms 
each year. Do I have scientific fact that 
this is the case? No. In fact, you can find 
information saying it doesn’t do anything 
and others saying you have to use a mesh 
bag. In my experience, I would use a mesh 
bag. What could it possibly hurt? Besides, 
if you take plastic bags with you to the 
woods you better bring plenty and make 
sure you don’t rip a whole in the bottom 
and loose those precious mushrooms.  
For $10 you can have a bag that will 
last many years. I purchased a couple 
at Morel Mania more than 25 years ago 
and they are still holding up great. When 
April hits, I will have at least one of those 
bags on my truck just in case I get a call 
or a chance to stop somewhere and go 
“shrooming”. 
 I am so crazy about mushrooms that 
I saw a video on Facebook on how to 

make your own slurry to produce morel 
mushrooms. Hard to believe that we have 
been unable to grow morels to sell in stores 
because no one has figured out a way to 
mass produce them. One group came up 
with a slurry that contained, molasses, 
mushrooms, ash from burning an ash tree 
and some other ingredients. They say it 
could take a couple of years before you 
start seeing them. Now of course I was like 
a kid in the candy store. I went and bought 
all the items to create this slurry and once I 
did, I placed a lid on the bucket for a couple 
of days stirring daily. After three days, I 
decided to dump my slurry around the wood 
pile thinking maybe with the decaying 
wood there would help the process. This 
will be the second year for the slurry so I 
am anxious to see if it really works. The 
reason I tried this was because the people 
who were talking about it on Facebook, 
were finding mushrooms under trailers and 
all over their yard where they had dumped 
the slurry. We will see if it works. If it does I 
am sure I will be putting the whole recipe in 
my chronicles for others to try. If it doesn’t 
work I don’t want, you wasting your time. 
 If you are a beginner, please make 
sure you are getting Morel’s. There are 
some false Morel’s out there that can 
make you very sick. Please make sure 
you know your mushrooms before eating 
them. 
 One last thing, if any of you have 
pictures of you in the outdoors please 

email them to me at asoandyb@gmail.
com. We love to have pictures of kids. 
They really enjoy seeing their picture in 
the paper. Nothing warms my heart more 
than seeing kids enjoy the outdoors. 
 May your sunrises and sunsets be 
magical!

Here is a good example of what a 
dead elm looks like. Some will be 

completely white others you will see 
the bark coming off.

Picture of a mayapple
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DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of geautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

STOP BY & SAY HELLO!

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

April 1
Opening day of 2017 Illinois fishing and 

hunting license year - www.dnr.illinois.gov

Opening day of 2017 Illinois Spring 
Catchable Trout Fishing Season, select 

locations
http://www.ifishillinois.org/programs/

trout_stocking.html

Wildflower Hike, Beall Woods State Park
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/calendar/
Pages/Woodland-Wildflower-Hike-1-

April-2017.aspx

April 1-2
Youth Spring Turkey Season, 

North and South zones

April 3-7
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, first 

segment, South Zone

April 8-13
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, second 

segment, South Zone

April 9
Birding Walk at Heron Pond, Cache River 

State Natural Area, 9 a.m.
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/calendar/
Pages/Birding-Walk-at-Heron-Pond,-

Cache-River-SNA.aspx

April 10-14
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 

first segment, North Zone

April 11
Spring Migration Bird Walk, Cypress 

Creek National Wildlife Refuge
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/calendar/
Pages/Spring-Migration-Bird-Walk---

Cache-RSNA.aspx

APRIL 2017 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

For more info: dnr.illinois.gov

April 14-19
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 

third segment, South Zone

April 15-20
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 
second segment, North Zone

April 20-26
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 

fourth segment, South Zone

April 21-26
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 

third segment, North Zone

April 22
Spring Walk at Heron Pond, Cache River 

State Natural Area
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/calendar/
Pages/Spring-Walk-at-Heron-Pond---

Cache-RSNA.aspx
Celebrating Earth Day at Beall Woods 

State Park
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/calendar/

Pages/Celebrating-Earth-Day.aspx

April 23
Mushroom Festival at Pere Marquette 

Lodge, Pere Marquette State Park, 
Grafton

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/calendar/
Pages/mushroomfestival23April17PML.

aspx

April 27-May 3
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 

fourth segment, North Zone

April 27-May 4
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 

fifth segment, South Zone

April 30
Application deadline for first lottery 

drawing for firearm and muzzleloader 
deer hunting permits 

(resident hunters only)
www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/deer

May 4-11
Spring Turkey Hunting Season, 

fifth segment, North Zone
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

ISRA.org

 Many of you 
have told me 
you enjoy 
the monthly 
update on 

the FOID card numbers and ICCL numbers.  
One of the areas that is worth watching is 
those numbers coming out of Chicago.  I can 
remember when the numbers were below 
100,000 for FOID cards in Chicago and 
now there are over 212,000.  The number 
of ICCL’s in Chicago is up to 38,712.  There 
was a 63% increase in ICCL’s issued in 2016 
versus 2015.  The people of Chicago have 
rightly determined that the only person who 
is going to protect them and their loved ones 
are themselves.  That is true everywhere, 
but the lawless climate in Chicago clearly 
emphasizes that point.  Public policy in 
Chicago seems to be on the side of the 
criminals.
 Greta Van Susteren left Fox News 
because she was not comfortable there, 
but she is obviously comfortable in her new 
digs at MSNBC.  Greta’s surly manner and 
her propensity for not getting all the facts 
right were evident in her condemnation of 

they believe they are a danger 
to themselves or others.  No 
evidence is required, just the 

allegation.  Here is the catch.  
When a LOOPA is issued, the Illinois 

State Police (ISP) are notified and both your 
FOID card and ICCL are suspended.  The ISP 
notifies the National Instant Check System 
that you are a prohibited person and a hearing 
on the case won’t happen for 14 days, but 
your punishment begins immediately, guilty 
or not.   Moreover, it is near impossible to 
get that off your record; once it is there it will 
follow you around for years.  Expungement, in 
reality, does not exist.
 This act is a weapon against law-
abiding gun owners.  Family members can 
use this against you.  Suppose we have a 
child custody case.  People are incredibly 
cruel to each other and the mere threat of 
this could crush a person.  The same can be 
said for a policeman.  If he has someone he 
doesn’t like, this could easily be used against 
him.  All he would have to do is pull over an 
ICCL holder for the famous “license plate 
light being out”, ask him if he is carrying, 
what kind of gun and where, and he has 
everything he needs to file the allegation. 
This is a license to profile.  I know we don’t 
want to believe a policeman would do that 

President Trump’s restoration of those on 
Social Security that do not handle their 
own financial affairs.  Greta and the other 
anti-gunners want to assume these people 
had schizophrenia or were bipolar.  That 
is not true.  Obama, through an Executive 
Order (EO), cancelled these people’s Second 
Amendment Rights - no questions, no 
due process, no nothing, just gone.  The 
reason Obama did this is clear; they were 
an easy target.  His EO fit perfectly into the 
anti-gunners plan to chip away at firearm 
owners, group by group.  Personally, I am 
glad Greta is at MSNBC because now I 
only have to watch clips of watch she said, 
rather than switching to a movie channel 
when she came on.
 On March 14, 2017, HB2354, the Lethal 
Order of Protection Act (LOOPA) was passed 
out of the House Judiciary Committee and is 
now on Second Reading on the House floor.  
I believe the LOOPA is unconstitutional, but 
constitutionality has never mattered to the 
anti-gun crowd.  This act, if it becomes law, 
would allow any family member or police 
officer to file against another family member, 
or in the case of a police officer, anyone, if 

but, in fact, it does happen.
 The proponents of this bill say you will 
have a hearing but it doesn’t matter; the 
damage is already done.  It also authorizes 
the police to come to your home and take 
all of your firearms.  By the time you get 
this mess gets straightened out (which 
could be years even if you aren’t charged) 
the firearms could be cut up, or rusty junk.  
The proponents also say there is a perjury 
clause; if the person taking the action lies, 
they could be charged with perjury. When 
was the last time you heard of a parent 
being charged with perjury in a child custody 
case?  I urge all gun owners to oppose 
HB2354 and its counterpart, SB1291.
 I am always talking about people who 
don’t train enough, and those who think they 
are training, but are not.  People simply do not 
understand the concept of training and what 
it really means.  Bob Harvey of the South 
Florida Gun School addressed this issue last 
week in an article published in Ammoland.  I 
am borrowing some of his ideas here.
 There is a major difference between 
education and training.  For instance, most 
of a Concealed Carry class is education; 
learning about safety, the law, how firearms 
work and fundamentals of marksmanship 
are all education.  Actually, gripping the 
firearm, getting a sight picture, properly 
manipulating the trigger, and follow through 
are the rudimentary beginnings of training.  

Littleton Storm & Timber Services, Inc.
(217) 245-7910

1615 Sugar Hollow Rd, Jacksonville, IL 62650

• Buyers of Standing Timber • 
• Tree & Brush Removal Specialists •

Commercial Spray equipment 
applied by licensed personnel, 

kills brush and trees. 

LET US CREATE ATV TRAILS & 
HORSEBACK RIDING TRAILS!

Call Littleton Storm & Timber 
Services to get the job done right! Dry duck holes: grinding willows 

and brush out of duck holes

Before

Before

After

After
Don’t miss a buck of a lifetime cause 

you can’t see through the brush! 

Before

Before

After

After
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Having done this a few times does not 
constitute training.
 Training means undergoing formal 
instruction, discipline or drill, and becoming 
fit, qualified or proficient for a test or skill.  
Training is something that is difficult to do 
alone.  The best way to train is to submit 
yourself to the discipline and drill of an 
expert instructor.  This will get you out of 
your comfort zone, push you to work harder 
than you would work by yourself, and force 
you to become accurate in places and 
situations under pressure, including clearing 
equipment malfunctions.
 People tell me they go to the range to 
practice all of the time.  It is true they do, but 
they usually practice what they know and 
they cannot apply uncomfortable pressure 
to themselves.  This isn’t reality.  Neither is 
operating in a class, but it is much closer.
 Qualifying in a marksmanship program 
exhibits your ability to meet a standard.  The 
problem here is some people are satisfied 
to meet the minimum standard.  This is 
wrong.  Individuals need to push themselves 
to meet higher standards and reach to the 
highest standard possible.  It is important 
to realize in an actual self-defense, your 
marksmanship skill will degrade.  That is 
why we have classes of marksmanship 
to recognize and encourage people to 
strive for the next higher standard.  These 

classes are (moving from lowest to highest), 
Marksman, Sharpshooter, Expert, Master 
and Highmaster. 
 In a stressful situation, it is much better 
to degrade from an Expert rather than from 
a Marksman. The mere achieving of the 
next class up in itself does not guarantee 
anything, but it does show diligence and 
study, which has merit.  It also shows that 
the individual is willing to operate at the 
edge of their comfort zone.  Competing in 
a league or competition also helps people 
learn to operate under pressure.  Leagues 
and competitions help make the operation 
of your firearm “second nature,” a condition 
that can give you a real advantage in a 
contentious situation.  As I have often 
mentioned, a defensive situation is a lousy 
time for on the job training. I encourage 
everyone to take classes.  
 The election of Donald Trump 
emphasized how much is on the line when a 
US President is elected.  The Supreme Court 
was at stake and the future of the Second 
Amendment rode with it.  We tend to think 
of the big things but we cannot overlook 
the entire picture.  The appointment of 
lesser bureaucrats can also wreak havoc 
on our freedoms.  An example of that is 
Director’s Order 219 issued by Dan Ashe, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife appointee, under 
the Obama Administration.  Order 219 

banned traditional ammunition, meaning 
any ammunition containing lead, from being 
used on federal lands.  Ashe’s order included 
lead sinkers.  This was clearly an attack on 
the hunters, target shooters and fishermen 
in the US. The new Secretary of Interior, 
Ryan Zinke, reversed Order 219 in March.  
Secretary Zinke also opened more federal 
lands for use by sportsmen.  Director’s 
Order 219 is an example of thousands of 
“regulations” that are nothing more than 
a noose around the neck of American 
citizens.  The purpose of these regulations 
is to promote a political agenda in a most 
insidious way.  Remember that every time 
there is an election.
 Representative Marty Moylan (D-Des 
Plaines) has proposed HB0745, requiring 
fingerprinting to obtain or renew a FOID 
Card.  Not only would this cause a hassle for 
law abiding gun owners, it would also raise 
the cost of a FOID Card to between $100 and 
$200.  Just for the record, FOID Card holders 
go through 360 background checks a year, 
every night, except for New Years, Easter, 
Fourth of July, Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
If you are an ICCL holder, you go through two.  
That means that Illinois FOID Card holders 
and ICCL holders go through approximately 
864,000,000 background checks a year and 
that number grows every month. That seems 
to be plenty, but nothing will ever satisfy the 
anti-gunners.  

 There is a proposal to increase defense 
spending by 54 billion dollars. There is 
already whining about that increase, which 
is only about 10% over last year.  In my 
mind, that is nothing compared to the $800 
billion Obama took from Social Security to 
fund Obamacare.  Russia, China and Iran 
are all on the rise and we are looking at the 
world like it was the year 1938.  If we don’t 
get off our duff, we will get to see the world 
as it was in December 1941.
 I would like to congratulate Tremont 
Sportsman’s Club for being a 100% ISRA 
affiliated club; all members of this fine 
club are ISRA members.  I would like to 
encourage other affiliated clubs to follow 
this path.
 Be sure to JOIN us on Wednesday, 
April 5, 2017 for IGOLD march in Springfield 
meeting at the Prairie Capitol Convention 
Center around 10am.  Illinois Gun Owners 
Lobby Day shows Illinois politicians 
responsible gun owners in action. 

Follow the ISRA on Twitter 
and Facebook.

 
Give the gift of an ISRA membership.   

Not an ISRA Member?  
Join Today!

SEE:  ISRA.org for more information 
on membership, legislation & IGOLD!

WEBB’S VALLEY VIEW CAMPGROUND
OPEN APRIL 1st - OCTOBER 31st

RV & Tent Camping
Full Hookups

Quiet, Beautiful & Easy to get to!
SCHEDULED MUSIC WEEKENDS!

309-547-3183
17632 E. US Hwy 24 • Lewistown, IL • 2 miles east of Lewistown on US Hwy 24

LOCATED NEAR EMIQUON REFUGE & DICKSON MOUNDS

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

LAKE MILLE LACS
WORLD-CLASS SMALLMOUTH

18” - 21” ARE COMMON!
Huge Northern, Big Walleye & Record Muskies!

Home of the TOYOTA BASSMASTER
Angler of the Year Championship!

September 14 - 17, 2017
Mille Lacs Ranked 10th in 

Bassmaster Magazine 100 Best Lakes!

EAT, SLEEP & FISH PACKAGE:
ONLY $125! (Per Person, Double Occupancy)

Sunday - Wednesday
2-Launch Fishing Trips, 

Lodging at Resort,
Breakfast & Dinner!

320.692.4413 • 800.450.4682
Check out the webcam & photos on the website!

www.TwinPinesMilleLacs.com

Twin Pines is just south 
of Garrison on Hwy 169 
overlooking St. Alban’s 

Bay on Mille Lacs’ 
magnificent Westside!



AN INVITATION TO A 
HANGING by Norman V. Kelly

 Go back with me to the Third of 
April, 1926 as you sit on your porch on 
Moss Avenue in Peoria, Illinois. You are 
opening your mail when a letter comes to 
you from the Peoria County Sheriff.  Since 
you are a pretty politically active person 
you are happy to get the letter.  There 
is going to be an execution by hanging 
here in Peoria, Illinois and in order to be 
a witness the Sheriff had to send you a 
personal invitation.  You eagerly open it 
and there it is. Oh, there will be hundreds 
of other people there at the hanging but 
only fifty of them will be allowed into the 
County Jail.  There, up on the third floor 
a gallows has been built just outside the 
holding cell occupied by one Jose Ortiz, 
a convicted and condemned killer.  The 

sheriff carefully selected his choices for 
the fifty witnesses, all men, and he was 
certain they would all come for the ‘Public 
Hanging.’  He was absolutely correct.

April 15, 1926
 It was a little after 8:30 in the 
morning when you stepped off the 
streetcar at Main and Jefferson. What 
you saw stopped you dead in your tracks 
because over at the courthouse square 
all you saw were people, hundreds and 
hundreds of people.  They were milling 
about, watching each other.  It took 
you over twenty minutes to finally get 
through the throng and in front of the 
Peoria County Jail.  Another twenty 
minutes to get in line with the other 
men that held the same invitation that 
you did.  Finally the county sheriff’s 
deputies allowed the fifty hand-picked 
men inside.  Now what?  
 While you are waiting maybe I 

should tell you a little bit about 
“Mexican Joe,” which is the 
way that Jose Ortiz was known 
here in Peoria, Illinois.
 Joe Ortiz lived in a shack in 
what folks called the “Mexican 
Colony,” which we now call 
Morton Square. He always said 
he was a descendant of an Aztec 
king, but no one ever believed 
him.  He was just a disheveled, 
scary man that most people tried 
to avoid. He lived in a shack 
near an alley that did not have electricity, 
water or anything else.  He lived more like 
an animal than a human being.  He held 
an occasional job here and at one time 
worked at Commercial Solvents.  One day 
he mangled his finger and the company 
got him to a hospital.  The next day they 
called him in, fired him and gave him 
$86.00.  Joe bought a bottle of whiskey, 
a pearl-handed pistol and went back to 

his shack.  He never had to seek another 
job; robbery and intimidation were good 
enough for him.
Across the alley lived a seventeen year 
old girl named Eniliana Martinez. Joe 
fell in love with her and chose her as 
his very own.  Of course Eniliana never 
knew the bearded, scary man, but that 
did not bother Joe.  One day he heard 
her talking to a ‘white man’ named Virgil 
Hill.  Through Joe’s alcoholic haze he 
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8017 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61615
Sales: (888) 701-3462
Service: 309-691-1175
Parts: (888) 296-1757

2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4wd 
Crew Cab 143.5 LT W/Truck Crew Cab

Sale Price $56,489
We work from Invoice up not Sticker price down. Hunter’s Special- We have an amazing 

line up of Truck’s and SUV’s. From $995.00 up to whatever you can dream.



deemed Virgil a threat to his true love.  He 
grabbed his gun and headed toward Virgil 
who was now walking down the street.  
He was not aware of the crazed, drunken 
threat until Joe was but a few feet from 
him.  When Virgil turned around, Joe shot 
him in the face, smiling as he saw the 
young man fall to the ground. 
 Heroic Joe Ortiz walked back to 
Eniliana expecting praise for his knightly 
deed.  Instead she lashed out at him 
screaming at the top of her lungs.  “Oh, 
you like the white man, huh?” he said 
as he shot her first in the arm then the 
right shoulder. As she fell to the ground 
screaming he shot her in the neck 
and then the stomach.  All this was 
witnessed by more than a dozen people.  
 Joe ran to his shack…got his 
coat, hid the gun and walked toward 
the Illinois River.  Ed Van Sickle and 
Herman Truck took out after Joe and 
jumped him as he walked along the 
bank of the river.  Soon the entire City 
of Peoria knew about the Aztec Prince 
and his heinous crimes.

 THE TRIAL
 On March 23, 1925 the Peoria 
County Court House was bulging at the 
seams as the jury was picked to hear the 
murder case of Joe Ortiz. It was a wild, 
agitated crowd that stood outside the 
courthouse trying to hear something… 
anything… since they had no hope 
of getting inside.  It took little time to 
conclude the trial and on March 26, 1925 
the local newspapers had a field day 
selling their newspapers.

PEORIA SLAYER GETS MUST HANG 
VERDICT
 There were jubilant celebrations 
downtown, mostly in the local taverns 
and saloons as local folks expected to 
see this ‘animal’ hanged in very short 
order.  But…they were wrong. They 
were stunned that some higher court 
granted some kind of appeal and the 
local folks were in a fowl mood indeed.  
There was talk of storming the jail and 
hanging that ‘bastard to the tallest tree.’  
Of course there was always that kind of 
talk in the local taverns, but Mexican 
Joe was more than safe.

 APRIL 15, 1926
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 So there you are; you are inside the jail with the 
other fifty men and you are told that you can watch 
on the third floor, or the second floor or the first floor.  
You chose the first floor where two doctors and some 
deputies were waiting for the body of Ortiz to come to 
a screeching halt not eight feet from where you were 
standing.  What is the delay?  No Sheriff!  That’s right 
the sheriff is not there yet and the nervous witnesses 
are looking at each other and staring up to the third 
floor, wondering what’s up. Finally at 10:11 A.M., the 
sheriff appeared.
 It is eerily quiet now and suddenly from above the 
mumbling of the old padre is heard… then silence again.  
The sheriff asked Joe if he wanted to say something but 
nobody heard what he said.  The hangman put the black 
mask drape over Joe and affixed the rope.
 10:18 A.M.  The trap door made a loud noise as it 
snapped open and down came Joe Ortiz hurtling to the 
first floor.  After the shocked guests stifled their gasps, 
the body of Joe Ortiz began to rotate slowly clock wise 
then counter clock wise…then stopped.  There was not 
a sound to be heard.
 10:23 A.M.  Most of the witnesses had turned away 
by now; some even walked away.  Not you.  You stayed 
right there and took it all in.  Both physicians examined 
the hanging man’s body.  They nodded at each other and 
declared aloud that Joe Ortiz was dead!

Editor’s Note: Norm is a Peoria Historian and True Crime 
Writer who contributes monthly to ASO Magazine.   
norman.kelly@sbcglobal.net

David Atherton October 2016 Illinois River 
36 inches long 35 pounds Flathead



Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!

BOWS
Mathews • Mission

Bear  • PSE

CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission

Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE
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PEKIN BASS 
& BOW

Eagle Creek Carving Company
CHAINSAW CARVINGS 

FOR SALE

On-Site and Special Orders 
upon request

Rick and Suzanne Force
15108 IL Rt. 125 • Virginia, IL 62691
217-891-7792 or 217-891-7793
Facebook us @ Eaglecreek Carvings

Rforce62@hotmail.com

HEALTHY BROTHER
by:

TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent

Six year old Makon Lynn struggled to walk 
to the archery range. After a year of chemo 
therapy and tortuous radiation to treat his 
agonizing cancer, the courageous little guy 
had to give all his fragile body could give just 
to get around.
 But the closer to the range he got, his 
energy and bounce picked up to where once 
he faced the 3D targets and gripped his 
Genesis bow, a light came on in his eyes and 
he actually smiled.
 We shot lots of arrows and .22 rounds 
that day. Makon’s mom and dad said it was 
the first time he laughed out loud in ages 
when he snuggled and bounced around in 
the backseat of our Polaris with the dogs.
 We spent the entire day in the great 
outdoors. We skipped stones across the 

river and ponds, found some shed antlers 
and a few bones and small critter skulls in 
the woods and searched for Indian artifacts 
as we strolled along the banks of the North 
Bosque River on our sacred SpiritWild 
Ranch homegrounds.
 If you looked closely, you could actually 
see Makon’s pain and suffering lift and float 
away into the heavens.
 We wrapped up a very special day 
with backstraps over a special fire and I 
played an inspired and soulful version of my 
magical Fred Bear song as if touched by the 
hands of God.
 No as if about it.
 You see, this little boy knew he would 
die soon, and as bright, tuned in and smart 
as I may think I might be, I am helpless to 

figure out why Makon and his family, in the 
throngs of this emotional terror, would pick 
me to be a part of this extremely personal 
moment in their lives.
 But when they called and said Makon 
wanted to go hunting with Uncle Ted and 
hear Fred Bear around a campfire, what else 
would anyone do but drop everything and 
make it happen.
 There are no words to describe these 
incredible moments. We have been blessed 
beyond mere words to be invited into many 
families’ lives at this uniquely spiritual 
moment when they are about to say good-
bye to a loved one.
 Fifteen year old Jason way back in 

the 1970s. Eighteen year old Scot Richards. 
Twelve year old Michael. Sixteen year old 
Chad. Seven year old Brittany. So many. So 
many tears. So many smiling, laughing faces 
around the campfire just to hear Fred Bear 
with Uncle Ted before they die.
Simply earth shattering, humbling and 
spiritually fortifying.
 The only reason I share this amazing 
human experience with my American 
hunting BloodBrothers is quite simple; it 
is this miraculously powerful Spirit of the 
Wild conservation lifestyle that we all live 
and love in its definitively unapologetic, 
politically correct smashing delivery that 
got these families’ attention, and somehow 

A portion of Ted’s story was inadvertently left out of last month’s 
issue, so we are re-running it in its entirety.
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Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

connected them to me in this phenomenal 
way to share THE most trying moments in 
their lives with a goofy, over the top, wild-
eyed WhackMaster guitar player.
 Good people love truth, logic, 
commonsense and bold, brazen honesty and 
the defiant human spirit to stand up for them 
in a world gone otherwise politically correct 
and limp.
 Donald Trump is the President after all.
 So if you want to experience the 
ultimate human touch in your life, get a hold 

of the Hunt of A Lifetime volunteers. Visit 
a children’s hospital and see if any kids 
and families would like a day in the great 
outdoors. Make it happen. Your life will 
glow beyond your wildest dreams. It will 
cleanse the soul.
 Know that our hunting lifestyle is so pure, 
so perfect, so Glory to God and His miraculous 
creation that it represents the ultimate healing 
powers of nature at its finest.
 Heal thy brother. Heal thyself. It can be 
done. Do it.

Hunt of A Lifetime Tina 
Pattison866-345-4455 P.O. Box 241 

Harborcreek, PA 16421

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36-foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

“We Catch 
the Big Ones!”

www.noblecharters.com

Captain Dale Florek
Cell:

224-588-7263
Call for Free Color Brochure

“We Catch The Big Ones”

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36 Foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

Spend More Time Fishing

and Less Time Boating

Don’t Miss The Boat ...

NO Fish - NO PayCharters

TedNugent.com
facebook.com/

tednugent
McNair Family and other Contemporary Decoy Carvers to showcase 
their unique talents at the 52nd Annual North American Vintage 
Decoy & Sporting Collectibles Show
St. Charles, IL. April 28-29, 2017: Every spring, a passionate and extremely talented group of 
master decoy carvers from across the country descend on Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles, 
IL to unveil their latest creations.  This year we welcome a legendary carving family – Mark, 
and his sons Ian and Colin McNair -- from the eastern shore of Virginia.   Mark has long been 
regarded as one of the premier contemporary decoy makers in the country. His sons have 
followed in his footsteps, creating folk art and wildlife carvings that rival the work of the 
elder McNair. The McNair’s will display a broad range of their work including duck, goose and 
shorebird decoys, as well as other inspired folk art carvings. In addition, a number of other 
contemporary artists will demonstrate how they create these masterpieces live for all to see. 
Their talent is rare, and comes from their own family traditions, study of the old masters, 
and an intense love of the outdoors. It is easy to feel their passion as pieces of wood are 
transformed into wonderful folk art -- a heritage that is uniquely American and has become 
a part of the story of our country. A display of the best work from these carvers will also 
be featured. This contemporary work is part of a nearly week long show that includes over 
30,000 antique sporting collectible items available for viewing, buying, and trading. 
ALL EVENTS OPEN TO PUBLIC
April 25–27: Room-to-Room Trading (All Day)
April 27 –28: 11:00am Guyette and Deeter Decoy Auction
April 27-28: National Call Makers and Collectors Competition and Display
April 28-29: Public Tabled Sales Event: Friday, 2-7pm & Saturday 9am-2pm; Pheasant Run 
Resort MegaCenter
--  Display of Antique Midwest Miniature decoys
-- Display of LaCrosse, WI Area Fish Decoys
-- Display of Vintage Fish Traps
-- Display of Vintage Shot Shell Boxes
-- Display of Vintage “Lake Poygan” Shooting Boxes 
-- McNair Family Decoy & Folk Art Exhibit
--  Contemporary Decoy Carver Displays & 

Demonstrations
-- Continuous silent auctions
-- Free identification and appraisal service
The Midwest Decoy Collectors Association 
is a non-profit organization whose purpose 
is to collect and preserve the history of 
the decoy as original American folk art. As 
the largest gathering of its kind, the North 
American Vintage Decoy and Sporting 
Collectibles Show is the premier opportunity 
for the novice, antique dealer or experienced 
collector to network and learn more about the 
decoy as functional folk art or to add to their 
collections. For more information, please visit 
midwestdecoy.org



are at spreading the Gospel 
around the Midwest region and 
got to attend several “huddle” 
meetings.  The huddle is what 
the schools call their FCA 
student groups.  This time of 
observation and participation 
with FCA was no accident.
 A few months ago God called me to take my personal 
outdoor ministry to a higher level.  He partnered me with 
FCA so that I could combine my professional outdoor 
experience and my own outdoor ministry with their already 
very successful infrastructure and together we have now 
launched, the first ever, FCA Outdoor Ministry.  I am the full 
time Director of that ministry here in Illinois.
 With over 825 thousand people purchasing hunting 
or fishing license in Illinois in 2016, you can see that my 
mission field is huge.  By adding an outdoor component to 
FCA we will be able to include many of those 825 thousand 
who are coaches and potential donors that may not have been exposed to us before.  This 
very large demographic has not been intentionally excluded by FCA.  It has been completely 
accidental.  So now, instead of unintentionally excluding these coaches, staff and donors who 
love the outdoors, we are going to intentionally include them.
 This all having been said, I am tasked with building an FCA Outdoor Ministry Home 
Team.  I am reaching out to you, Adventure Sports Outdoors readers, inviting you to join me 
in this exciting new ministry.  You can reach me at mroux@fca.org.
 Once again friends, I invite you to contact me and let me share with you what all God has 
laid on my heart for this new ministry and I urge you to consider partnering with me in this 
exciting way to add to the Kingdom.  I am asking for your prayers and, if you are lead through 
those prayers to support this new ministry financially I am absolutely sure He will bless your 
gifts.  Thanks and God bless you all. You can follow us on Facebook, FCA Outdoors Midwest.
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FCA OUTDOORS 
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

 As I sit down 
to write this article 
I do so with a great 
deal of joy and 
satisfaction.  Along 

with these emotions there is also a bit of 
fear and trepidation.  Let me start off by 
telling those of you who may not be familiar 
with FCA what this organization is all about.
 The Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA) is an international organization 
dedicated to mentoring and discipling 
athletic coaches in Jr. High Schools, High 
Schools and Colleges around the world.   
There are approximately 1,500 fulltime FCA 
Staff Members in the United States.  The 
vision of this ministry is to help influence 
coaches for Christ so they can then share 
that with the kids they coach.  This ministry 
has been very successful for many decades.
 I have been on the professional 
end of the outdoor industry for 40-years 
now.  That includes but has not been 
limited to professional hunting and fishing 
guiding, serving on a number of national 
manufacturer Pro Staffs, 5-years with my 

OPEN
HOUSE

APRIL 7 & 8
(Friday & Saturday)

Factory Reps will be present!
Refreshments!

15% Off In-Store Merchandise!

GREAT SELECTION OF 
PREOWNED INVENTORY

K-Z Travel Trailer - Spree, 
Sportsmen & Sportster K-Z 5th 
Wheels - Durango & Sportsmen 

K-Z Toy Haulers, Venom & 
Sportster 100 Rockwood Travel 

Trailers,5th Wheels, Tent 
Campers & Geo Pros

RV Sales, Service,
Parts & Accessories

1290 E. Jackson
E. Rt. 51 & 16

Pana, IL 62557
(271) 562-2909

own outdoor TV series, 8-years with my 
own syndicated outdoor radio show, a dozen 
weekly newspaper columns, 4 monthly 
periodical columns, several blogs and I have 
published 2 books.
 About 25-years ago God lead me to 
share my outdoor expertise and talents 
for His glory and I started my personal 
Outdoor Ministry.  Since then I have spoken 
at hundreds of churches, men’s groups and 
wild game dinners across the country.  This 
ministry has grown dramatically, lives have 
been changed and I have been able to plant 
outdoor ministries in many of the churches 
where I have spoken.
 About 18-months ago I was introduced 
to FCA though one of their local outdoor 
fund raisers. I went to an FCA pheasant hunt 
in Morgan County and actually got to hunt 
with former St. Louis Cardinal relief pitcher 
Todd Worrell, who is on staff with FCA. I 
wrote some articles for FCA about this event 
and others and have been volunteering with 
them since then.
 During that time I learned what FCA 
was all about.  I learned how effective they 

Former St. Louis Cardinal 
relief pitcher and Mike 

Roux shared a great hunt 
at an FCA fundraiser.

STOP BY FOR GREAT FOOD & ICE-COLD, HOMEMADE ROOTBEER!

1713 S. 2nd, Route 29 • Pekin, IL 61554

309.346.4666 • OPEN MARCH - SEPTEMBER!
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Charlie Hogg • Owner
130 South Division

Carterville, IL

618-985-8277
CrappieProShop.net

Come See Us…Find a Great Selection 
of Bait, Tackle & Fishing Supplies!

Like Us On
FACEBOOK!

CRAPPIE PRO SHOP

2 Great Locations . . . on the North & 
South end of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

3 DAY, 3 NIGHT, GROUPS OF 3 FISHING 
PACKAGE August ONLY 

$99.00 (plus tax) per person
3 DAY FISHING SPECIAL MAR 23-MAY 25 

$269.00 per person
INCLUDES:

3 DAYS FISHING • 3 NIGHTS LODGING
BOAT • MOTOR • GAS • BAIT • ICE

(Plus tax, per person. Minimum 2 people. A $100.00
non-refundable deposit per person is required)

WE WILL MATCH ANY FISHING PACKAGES AT REELFOOT 
LAKE FOR THE TIME OF MONTH THEY ARE OFFERED! 

CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon & Pontoon Boat Rental

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com
100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079

sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair

NEW TERMINATOR® POPPING FROG 
TALKS THE TALK & WALKS THE WALK
MINNETONKA, Minn. (July 1, 2016) 
— “With its cupped face, the new 
Terminator® Popping Frog pops and 
spits, causing a major commotion and 
drawing in fish,” says Ott DeFoe, a four-
time Bassmaster Classic qualifier and 2011 
Bassmaster Rookie of the Year. “But it 
also walks very well, too. Other frogs can 
maybe do one or the other well but not 
both. I think Terminator really hit a home 
run with this one.”
 DeFoe has already caught a lot of 
fish on the Popping Frog, which he helped 
design. “It’s already proven its merits to 
me in a few tournaments this year,” DeFoe 
says. “I’ve thrown it a lot and caught a lot 
of fish on it. It’s been pretty awesome.”
 When the conditions call for frog 
fishing, DeFoe will tie on a Popping Frog 
about 80 percent of the time. “In most 
cases, especially around scattered grass 
— stuff with a lot of holes in it — I’m 
going with that one,” he says. “I like the 
added action and sound it offers.” When 

bass are holding under really thick mats 
of vegetation, however, he’ll turn to the 
Terminator Walking Frog, which he helped 
design as well.
 By varying retrieve cadence and how 
much slack you give it on the stop, you 
can make a Popping Frog attract fish in 
different ways. “If you keep it tight-lined, 
it doesn’t want to walk as much and you 
can make it chug really hard,” DeFoe says. 
“If you twitch it on a slack line — a lot like 
you would walking a topwater hardbait — 
then it’s going to have a lot more walk and 
side-to-side action.”
 Both the Popping Frog and Walking 
Frog feature a custom VMC® frog-gap 
hook, round-rubber legs, a heavy-duty 
welded line tie and lifelike detail from 
nose to rear. Both are tail-weighted to 
increase casting distance and stability on 
the retrieve. The bodies of both are extra 
soft, easily compressing when bass bite 
them to increase your hook-up ratio.
 “A good frog needs more than just 

a fancy paint job,” DeFoe says. “It needs 
to walk right on every cast and its hooks 
and weight need to stay out of each others’ 
way. Most other frogs fall short in that 
regard.” 
 An ability to shed water between 
casts is another feature that sets apart 
Terminator frogs. A water-logged frog is 
hobbled by added weight and unbalanced 
action, throwing off its cadence and 
causing big bass to take a pass.
 “Having as little water in your frog 
as possible on every cast is a big deal to 
keep the action right,” DeFoe says. “So 
we added a drain hole to clear out any 
collected water before every cast.”
 The Terminator Popping Frog measures 
2 1/2 inches, weighs 9/16 ounces and 
comes in 16 color patterns: Hot Shad, 
Bluegill, White Camo, Black Camo, Cocoa 
Camo, Hot Mud Camo, Brown Camo, Yellow 
Leopard, Lime Leopard, Green Leopard, 

Hot Chartreuse Shad, Smoke Silver Shad, 
Bull Frog, Ghost Pearl, Ghost and Black 
Chartreuse Leopard.

Suggested Retail Price: $9.99



FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!
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BOWLING • BAR
RESTAURANT & VIDEO 
GAMBLING COMING! 

Archery Pro Shop
Indoor Shooting Range

Archery Tag Game
 Bow Tuning & Repairs

Bait & Tackle

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL

Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)
WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

RAWLINGS
INTERSTATE 155
TRAILER SALES

NEW • USED • BUY •  SELL • TRADE

Serving you since 1972
All Types for Pickups

Horse • Livestock • Utility • Cargo • Flatbeds

309-449-3309
South of Hopedale on I-155 at Exit 15

www.ralingstrailersales.com

309-694-4867 • 1-800-962-9934
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

 This is going to be an unusual spring 
on the water. I’m in early March and have 
already talked to very successful fishing 
stories. The failed ice fishing season could 
predict a “hot” spring season. In the past 
I’ve written about good oil and bad oil and 
covered a fair number of fish batters and 
breadings.  If you can cook at all, I figure you 
almost have to try to mess up a good batch 
of piscatorial goodness. Backtracking from 
the eating and cooking let’s for a moment 
assume that some of the “fish stories” are 
true and you did come back with a cooler 
full of slab crappie and bull bream.  The 
border waters produced walleye that all fit 
into the slot at the upper end of the size 
limit and that someone finally taught you 
how to filet a northern pike and come out 
with perfectly boneless filets.  Maybe the 

Illinois coughed up a limit of sauger this 
past spring and the strip mine blessed 
you with countless bass. If you indeed 
are one of the skilled and/or lucky ones 
that had more fish than one trip to the 
cooker could dispatch, you had to freeze, 
pickle or hot pack your catch in order to 
save it for a rainy or fishless day.  I am 
going to anticipate that the majority of 
ASO readers are not into pickled or hot 
packed fish.   Maybe if you were in to that 
northern Minnesota culture of Vikings, it 
would light your fire. I’m guessing not. 
That would leave us with the probability 
of freezing being the method of choice for 
preserving the catch. There are actually 
quite a number of different methods for 
freezing our catch. 
     The methods range from very cheap to 
quite expensive and from very effective to 
not very effective.  You can imagine that 
the effectiveness correlates with the price 

but...it ain’t necessarily so.  The biggest 
consideration when freezing your catch is 
how long you want to hold on to it.  Of 
course if you don’t have a deep freeze 
other than that little compartment in 
your fridge you may have some difficulty 
accomplishing some techniques.  Maybe 
your Mom will let you use hers.
  If it is only a couple of weeks you 
can throw the fish in a freezer bag and 
be done with it.  If you want to use bags 
and hold for a longer period, put the filets 
the bag and fill the bag with water and 
they will hold for a long long time.  You 
can also put filets in a freezer bag and 
then submerge the bag into a container of 
water to “squeeze” the air from the bag. 
If you try this, make sure you tap, tap, and 
tap on the bag to get any trapped air away 
from the fish. Don’t, for sure, let any water 

into the bag. One of my favorite methods 
is to put the fish on cookie sheets so they 
freeze individually, and then bag them. 
You can then remove as few or as many 
as you wish and reseal the bag because 
they are not frozen into one big mass.  
 As I inferred above, the biggest 
enemy of any frozen food is air.  As the 
moisture is forced to the surface of any 
food, it forms ice crystals and as it is 
exposed for longer and longer periods the 
flesh degrades and becomes freezer burnt.  
As you attempt to hold the food longer in 
the frozen state you need to prevent air 
from making contact with the fish.  The 
simplest way to do that is to freeze it with 
water in the container with the fish.  I 
have seen everything from freezer bags to 
Tupperware used.  The biggest negative 
with plastic ware or milk cartons is the 
amount of space they occupy.  The benefit 
with those, particularly if you leave fins on 
your fish is you don’t break the seal with 
a hole poked in the container, an obvious 
problem with freezing in bags.
 If space is a major concern you need 
to consider a vacuum sealer.  I have one 

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

AC Beer and Bait

 The Meandering Murray’s
CATCH ‘EM ALL’… KEEP ‘EM ALL’
By Bob Murray
bigmur2@aol.com



FREE ESTIMATES • PERSONAL SERVICE • QUALITY PRODUCTS

Bridgestone                      Firestone
1861 Knox Co. Hwy. 9 • Just off Rt. 34 • Galesburg, IL

We Provide Excellent Quality for
All Cars, Trucks, Trailers & RV’s

• Complete Tire Service • Brake Service
• Wheel Alignment • Shocks & Struts Suspension
• Professional Repairs • Road Service

Specializing In Hard to Find Tires For Your 4x4 or ATV
Phone: (309) 343-1141  •  Fax: (309) 343-3490
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3335 East Enos • Springfield, Illinois • Noon till 7 P.M. • Closed Sunday & Monday

217-544-1232

Before you buy your next gun call us!
Layaway Program • Buy, SeLL or Trade • LargeST BLack Powder SeLecTion, downSTaTe!

LETZ HUNT & SPORT

GCR Tire Center
NEW LOCATION!

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder

Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment
www.letzhuntandsport.com

and it is by far the best method I have 
encountered.  It is also the far and away 
most expensive than any other method.   
The advantage of sucking all the air out 
and not having the bulk of the water, 
and actually compressing the fish is that 
the package takes up about a quarter of 
space of the same number of filets packed 
in water.  It is the most efficient way to 
individually freeze and reseal what you 
don’t use.  The bad news is that the vacuum 
bag material costs about 25 to30 cents per 
foot which makes it considerably more 
than any other packing material.  Now, if 
you wash and dry the bags you can reuse 
them. My caution is be sure to clean them 
well to avoid bacterial contamination.
 In my experience if you don’t pre-
freeze what you want to store and it 
contains a lot of moisture, the vacuum 
will draw the moisture into the top of the 
bag where the seal is made so you need a 
barrier that will stop the moisture flow.  A 
rolled up paper towel works nicely to stop 
the liquid from interfering with a good 
seal.  I have occasionally lost the seal 
on just about anything using this method  
When that happens it is like simply using a 
plain old freezer bag and it has to be used 
fairly soon after freezing.  
 The first time I removed fish from the 
freezer after using the vacuum method, I 

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354

Your Lumber
Store ...
And So

Much More!

406 S. 5TH AVE. • CANTON, IL

(309) 647-0396 • FAX (309) 647-2724

Dwayne Atherton Lake Michigan February 22, 2017 Brown Trout. 
Thanks to Mitch Atherton at Blue Creek Construction and 

Lanscaping for this great pictures. Call Mitch at 309-208-5352 
for all your outdoor needs.

looked at the package and immediately 
decided it was not enough fish.  Once they 
were thawed it proved to be about three 
times what I needed just because they 
were so small compared to my former 
bags full of fish and water.  It takes some 
getting used to. 
 I have not tried the self-sealing bags 
introduced by some of the big storage bag 
companies and have an issue with the 
probability that air remains in the bag.  
Unless someone convinces me otherwise 
I have more or less written that option off.
 Regardless of what method you 
decide to use be sure to label and date 
each package, as time and frost make 
such things absolutely unidentifiable.  
Rotate the oldest packages to the top or 
front depending on your freezer type so 
you use the oldest product first and helps 
you to not waste the catch you worked so 
hard to put in the live basket.
 I hope you have a great spring 
fishing event that makes it to the pages 
of Adventure Sports Outdoors. I hope 
you have a great fishing season, and may 
you need to decide how you are going to 
preserve the results of your next great trip.  
Keep it clean out there! There are way too 
many out there that just…don’t…care!
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Archery 
Check 

Station!

WOW! THAT DEER SEASON 
SURE WAS FUN! by:

TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent

 I slept in this morning. No, really. It 
wasn’t storming, I wasn’t ill, not feeling 
particularly lazy or tired, but I simply slept 
in this morning, March 1, 2017 for the 1st 
time since September 4, 2016.
 You see, I’ve got this terminal 
American Dream Spirit of the Wild thang 
goin’ on, and I am addicted to the self-
evident truth of life, liberty and my pursuit 
of happiness.
 Call me weird but that’s my personal 
battle cry and I’m sticking with it, thank 
you.
 I have managed my American Dream 
for a very, very long time to maximize my 
ultimate rock-n-roll dreams and hunting 
dreams to the point where I literally 
rock every day and hunt every day. Well, 
maybe not every day, but darn close.
Even when I am on tour where I rock out 
six nights a week or more all summer long, 
most of the time I am hobbling either out 
of my Texas ranch or my Michigan swamp 
cabin where I am able to hunt, fish and or 
trap nearly every day to some degree.
 I was in a Primos Double Bull ground 
blind last night on February 28 with my 

FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties
OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940
618-763-4217

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am

PEORIA FLAG 
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! 

Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators

920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com

Mathews bow for the final evening of the 
Texas 2016/17whitetail season right up 
to the very last fading dusk, and like the 
vast majority of bowhunting excursions, I 
once again got skunked. 
 But as I sat there intensely 
scanning my ambush zone, I had to 
contain myself as my mind swirled 
with pulsating memories and visions 
of another mesmerizing long season 
of truly phenomenal wildlife and life 
experiences.
 I literally giggled slightly replaying 
that miracle 55 yard shot on a dandy 
buck in my Michigan forest.
 There was that big, old, escape 
artist swamp donkey doe that was a 
walking, breathing, snorting, blowing, 
stomping, guitar-player hating defense 
radar machine that I made a lucky 35 
yard heart shot on after she tortured me 
for hours.
 My annual hunts with my wife, kids 
and grandkids provide a virtual tsunami 
of spiritual fulfillment and gratitude. 
Their smiles and laughter bring me life 
itself.

 There are those sacred campfires 
with sick children and wounded heroes 
of the US Military that words cannot 
adequately describe but that glow and 
burn forever in my mind and spirit.
 I can close my eyes anytime I wish 
and relive every soul stirring moment, 
arrow, sunrise, sunset, birdsong, critter 
encounter and jam packed joyful intensity 
that every moment afield provides me.
 Though I do some sort of hunting all 
year long, my official hunting calendar 
goes from March 1 to March 1 every year 
as I kick off the spring turkey season, fish 
up a storm for delicious, ultra-fun pan 
fish for the table, keep after the hogs, 
exotics, furbearers, varmints, squirrels, 
woodchucks, pick up a few sheds, snatch 
some wild mushrooms, asparagus, leeks 
and scallions, then transition into the 
always thrilling spring bear season. 
 Soon it is time to plant those 
summer food plots as I continue my 

various outdoor adventures through the 
summer rock-n-roll season. Then, before 
you know it, I pretty much come unglued 
when September rolls around for the 
kick-off of another cherished big game 
season.
 Life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness in all its American glory is a 
beautiful thang!
 Without failing to fulfill my primary 
responsibilities to God, family, and 
country, I am able to pack in a mighty 
exciting yearly agenda of ultra-FUN, 
SPORT, MEAT and TROPHY outdoor 
adventure excitement all these 68 plus 
outrageous years later.
 Though some claim that the kill is 
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anti-climactic, I could not disagree 
more, for that moment of truth 
surely is the ultimate nerve rattling, 
heart slamming climax to a lifelong 
dedication of being the absolute 
best reasoning predator we can be.
 But it is true that the kill 
itself is no more than a fleeting 
moment, whereas all the prolonged 
necessary dedication and efforts 
leading up to it best define what 
hunting is all about.
 The kill is but a blink of the eye, while 
the hunt is forever.
 As we cook up our hard-earned 
venison prize each day, I literally smile 
like a Cheshire cat at the meat sizzling on 
the grill or in the pan, each sizzle bringing 
forth a flood of beyond joyful memories 
and imagery of what it takes to earn this 
chunk of sacred protein. 
 With each bite and chew, the beast 
enters my body and soul, culminating the 
circle of life and bringing that life back to 
me so I can celebrate liberty and pursue 
my happiness.
 Hunt, live, kill and grill like you mean 
it my friends. Never lose sight of the big 

JOIN US!
Access to birds, training ground, and 

equipment to train your own hunting dog!
Want Birds? Hunt with a versatile dog!

www.spoonrivernavhda.com

TedNugent.com
facebook.com/

tednugent

picture as we perform our scientific, 
moral, intellectual, and spiritual 
obligation to God’s miraculous creation.
 Make a note my Blood Brothers; 
October 1st 2017 falls on a Sunday, 
and November 1st and November 15 on 
Wednesday. Just sayin’!

Late Model Recycled Auto & Truck Parts

18561 Knight Rd. • Virginia, IL
800-346-4540 • www.ScottysAutoParts.com
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm • Closed Sat. & Sun.

6 MONTH WARRANTY ON MOST PARTS!
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Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers

OPEN: 
Mon. – Sat.

5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

 309-329-2929  Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 

FISH 
SPINNERBAITS 

FOR SPRINGTIME 
FISHING SUCCESS

by Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

 Yeah, it’s true; I’ve been classed 
as a spinnerbait fisherman on many 
occasions. Sometimes in a positive 
manner and sometimes not so much. It’s 
that old “sticks and stones” philosophy 
as far as I’m concerned. I probably 
catch six fish on a spinnerbait for every 
one caught on another lure such as a 
crankbait or a jig etc. 
 A few years back I won the 
National Match Fishing Championship 
out in Texas and the vast majority of the 
fish came on a spinnerbait. One was the 
largest bass that had been weighed in 
a televised match since back in 1960 
something. I about had a heart attack 
before I got my hands on that monster. 

That one cinched the event and made 
the fourth Ranger bass boat that I had 
won.   
 In that event described above the 
weather was horrible. It was cold, 
snowing and there was a bit of chop on 
the water. One Texas angler made the 
comment that they didn’t know what to 
do in that kind of weather conditions. 
They either went hunting or went to 
the coffee shop. The competitors from 
the Midwest have to cope with those 
conditions regularly in early spring 
tournaments. 
 In that event the camera-mans lens 
kept getting fogged and snowflakes on 
it, so it was frustrating for everyone. My 

opponent assumed that cold weather 
called for slow fishing and big jigs. I 
elected to slow-roll a large spinnerbait, 
fishing from the back of the boat at the 
time. The point is that the weather had 
changed quickly and the water had 
only dropped a bit in temperature. Just 
because the air was cold didn’t mean 
the fish knew it. My opponent was an 
excellent angler, he just didn’t make the 
right changes at the right time. 
 Spinnerbaits are the most versatile 
of bass lures. They can be fished all the 
way from the top of the water to the 
bottom. They can be buzzed across the 
surface, fished like a jig, hopping along 
the bottom, or any place in between. 
They can be fished at almost any speed 
with water color and temperature 
usually dictating the selection. 
 The sizes, head types, blade 
shapes, color combinations, and other 
physical characteristics of spinnerbaits 
are only limited by your imagination. 
In most cases the strike elicited with 
the spinnerbait is one created by an 
impulse or instinct. It’s a lot like pulling 
a string past a cat. After a while he will 
strike it if you put it close enough and 
present it properly. Speed and proximity 
are the keys. 
Color has some effect but it is mostly 
relative to the available food source 
and the water color. The water 

temperature affects my bait selection 
to some degree. Since cold water 
makes the bass more sluggish, I will 
fish slower until the water warms a bit; 
usually above fifty degrees. I usually 
fish a chartreuse spinnerbait in off-
color water and switch to a white in 
clearer water conditions. I fish a black 
spinnerbait at night and bright red bait 
on Toledo Bend In Texas. Why would I 
do that on Toledo Bend? Because Larry 
Nixon (master angler) once told me that 
it worked and I just stuck with it once I 
found it to be so. It was his home lake 
and he had it figured out! Some lakes 
just have some strange characteristics 
like that. 
 The size and types of blades tend 
to be personal preferences. I usually 
fish larger “teardrop” blades in colored 
water and willow leaf shaped blades 
in clearer water. The larger blades 
displace more water, create more 
vibration, and attract fish from greater 
distances. The disadvantage is that 
sometimes you will not catch the 
smaller fish on the very large and more 
aggressive bait. The small fish may be 
reluctant to strike or may actually be 
scared away. Big baits catch bigger fish 
but on tournament day you may need 
to just catch a “limit” of smaller fish 
before switching to the bigger bait. 
 The size of the spinnerbait 

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER

AND IN THE WOODS

BARNS N BOARDS
Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com
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2006 Chevy Silverado Ext., 4x4, V8, 1-owner, 98,000 miles ...........................................$11,999
(Cocoa not included)

2011 Dodge Ram Quad Cab, 4x4, V8, All Power, 69,000 Miles .......................................$18,999
2009 Chevy Silverado Ext., 4x4, 5.3 Vortec, 2-owner, 81,000 Miles ..............................$18,999
2008 Toyota Camry XLE, Power Roof, Leather, 1-owner, 78,000 Miles ...........................$9,999
2006 Chevy Silverado Ext. Cab, V6, Auto, Air, 113,000 Miles ..........................................$8,999
2014 Ford Fusion SE, 4cyl, Eco Boost, All Power, 41,000 Miles .....................................$13,999

S e e  w w w . M c C o r m i c k A u t o P l a c e . c o m
f o r  m o r e  p h o t o s  a n d  v e h i c l e  d e t a i l s !

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL
(309) 697-4723

SPECIALS:
Smirnoff 750ml All Flavors $13.99 • Kerrygold Irish Cream 750ml $18.59

Bacardi Rum Silver & Gold 750ml $13.99

is dictated by your tackle and the 
conditions. I believe more fish can be 
caught on small baits and with lighter 
tackle if that is your goal. Personally, I 
almost never fish anything smaller than 
a ½ ounce bait. That’s actually the head 
size. The blades and other additives 
make it quite a bit heavier. 
 In most instances I recommend 
using a soft plastic trailer on the 
spinnerbait. This can be anything from 
a plastic worm to a big salt craw trailer. 
Many times I select a split tail “mister 
twister” trailer that has a lot of intense 
action. Sometimes I pick a larger craw 
type that makes the bait fall at a slower 
pace. About ninety percent of the times 
I put a trailer hook on the back of the 
bait. This increases the percentage of 
“hookups” and decreases the lost fish. I 
do this even in weeds and heavy cover. I 
do get hung up at times but sometimes 
it’s hung up in the jaw of a big ole bass!
 I hope these ideas may be of some 
assistance in your early spring fishing. 
Fish early, fish late, and fish often!     
      
It’s Faith, Family, and Fishin

STORAGE CONTAINERS
BUY OR RENT

NEW
or

USED

8x10
8x15
8x20
8x40

plus tax & delivery

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX
VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

CALL TODAY!
309-697-6299

108 N. Commerce Pl. Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299 Mobile-Max.com

Local Volunteers Receive National Recognition for 
their dedication to getting youth outdoors
Ron and Ted Gilles of Princeville, IL received the Pheasants Forever No Child Left Indoor 
Volunteer of Year award this last weekend at Pheasant Fest in Minneapolis, MN.  For over 
28 years, the Gilles Brothers have helped to deliver the organization’s mission: creating 
and improving habitat at a local level along with creating future conservationists through 
outreach programs. In 2016 alone, the Gilles brothers hosted over 500 local school 
children to their farm to learn about conservation.  The brothers also hosted over 150 kids 
at youth hunts on their farm.  The Ron and Ted Gilles are also active in helping to organize 
local hunter safety classes, youth dog training seminars and habitat farm tours. 

WHO: Ron and Ted Gilles, local volunteers from the Illinois River Valley Pheasants Forever
WHEN: Saturday, February 18, 2017
WHERE: Pheasants Fest in Minneapolis, MN 

Photo and interview opportunities are available. For more information, contact 
Illinois Outreach Coordinator, Katie Kauzlarich, at (309) 264-1678 or kkauzlarich@
pheasantsforever.org

Pheasants Forever CEO: Howard 
Vincent, Ron Gilles, and Ted Gilles

NCLI  Volunteers of the Year- 
Ron and Ted Gilles from IL River 

Valley PF Chapter

GREAT SELECTION OF BEER, WINE & SPIRITS. 
LARGE VARIETY OF VAPING & E-CIGS, 

FLAVORS & SUPPLIES!
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 BAG THAT BIRD WITH A BLIND
Blinds for Spring Turkey Hunting

By: Colby Simms 
With: Ray Simms and Dereck Dirschuweit

Photos by: The Colby Simms Outdoors Team
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 Spring turkey hunting is right around 
the corner. The excitement that builds 
up as the game gets into swing, calling 
to birds and getting them to call back 
to you is like few other experiences in 
the woods. A variety of methods and 
equipment options are used to take 
turkeys, but most times it’s a relatively 
simple procedure. Suit up head to toe in 
high quality camouflage pattern clothing, 
grab your shotgun and call, sit down in 
the woods somewhere and start talking 
to those gobblers. 
 Sometimes, you’ll have to move 
around, to get closer to a bird that 
responds but won’t move. Other times, 
you can stay put and draw him in for a 
shot. When gobblers get tough, such as 
in an area with a lot of hunting pressure, 
other tactics can sometimes be needed. 
One method we’ve utilized with success 
to take some massive birds has been to 
get out into a field with a blind.

*The Curveball
 When you just can’t get near a bird in 
the woods, you can sometimes nail them 
as they’re crossing a field or feeding in it. 
If you know routes where turkeys normally 
travel, it becomes even easier, but fields 
along travel routes from one patch of woods 
to another, or fields that turkeys feed in with 
regularity, like those where farm crops are 
planted, places with planted game food 
plots, or places where you scatter feed 
outside the season when and where its 
legal, are all great locations to set up. 
 Of course, the only problem with 
hunting turkeys in a field is the complete 

lack of cover. Normally, our camouflage 
hunting clothing is all we need in the 
woods, and we’ve chosen the world’s 
best patterns from Real Tree Camouflage 
(realtree.com) for decades, to take a 
variety of game including the sharp eyed 
turkey. In a field however, there’s nothing 
to blend in with and your silhouette can 
often be spotted by these birds even in 
a low position. But, turkeys will readily 
walk up on a blind, where you can make 
an easy shot.
 In truth, I’ve never been a big fan 
of blinds in most hunting situations for 
species like deer. I’ve seen deer walk 
around a blind, spooked and staring at 
it the entire time. They often stay back 
in the woods and further away through 

Tools for turkey hunting.



FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537

www.ZippelBay.com
6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586
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3 Night Cabin / 2 Day CHARTER
Starting at $390/person • Deluxe Cabin $460/person

Week cabin 
Starting at $840 • Deluxe Cabin $1740

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

H&H Fish & Seafood
CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN

Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
Scored Carp w/ Sun Fish, Flathead,

Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded 

Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle, 
Chicken Wings, Gizzards, State 

Fair Corn Dogs, HM Tenderloins & More 309-543-0062

Hours:
Tues – Sat 11:00am – 7:00pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL 
(across from McDonald’s)

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!

trees and brush, where you can’t get a 
clean shot. Ways to avoid this situation 
are to set up the blind for a few weeks 
before you’ll actually be hunting out of it, 
if you are on private land. Another option 
is to brush a blind in. Setting the blind 
up next to a big tree or some brush or in 
the middle of a patch of tall thick grass 
with some trees or limbs nearby can work 
especially well when you pile some logs 
and brush up around it. This makes it blend 
in much better, but it’s usually not at all 
necessary in these kinds of situations, as 
a good pattern of camouflage will make 
you invisible to the deer anyway.

*Silhouette 
 When it comes to turkeys, backing a 
blind up against wood, or brushing it in is 
just not necessary. There is also no need 
to set the blind up ahead of time before 
the hunt, and we’ve killed a number of 
trophy caliber birds out of a blind we’ve 
set up just an hour or so earlier, far out 
into a portion of a field where turkeys 
cross or feed. Turkeys just aren’t wary 
of new things like deer are, and won’t 
typically spook around a new object in 
the way that whitetail deer often do. This 

COLBY SIMMS is a multiple bass & muskie tournament champ and multiple circuit 
championship title holder, record holding guide, public speaker, award winning 

international writer and network TV & radio personality, and Owner of Colby Simms 
Outdoors LLC, offering tackle, professional promotions, media services, seminars 

& public appearances, and guided trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, 
Mexico & Costa Rica at: www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-

5948 or colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors .

probably has a lot to 
do with the sight of 
these animals. 
 While turkeys 
have excellent 
eyesight, the vision 
of a deer pales in 
comparison and 
is relatively poor. 
Because deer can’t 
see as well, they 
are far more likely to 
be afraid of anything 
in their world that 
appears different, looks 
to be out of place, since 
they can’t get as close a look at it from 
distance like a turkey can. Turkeys can 
see tiny details at significant ranges, so 
as long as they don’t spot movement, 
that blind isn’t going to throw up any 
alarm bells in their minds, and they will 
go about their business of feeding in the 
field, or crossing it to move from one area 
to the next without hesitating.

*Get Out There
 The next time that turkeys are giving 
you a tough time, grab your blind and try 

moving out of the woods and into a field they use. It can pay big dividends and make a 
season. The woods call to us, the lovers of God’s great outdoors. Spending time hunting, 
fishing, biking, hiking, or in any outdoor sport is better medicine for the mind and body 
than any that can prescribed in a doctor’s office, so, get out there…

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

Colby Simms and CSO Pro Staffer Chris 
Shannon bagged this pair of big birds by getting 

into a field with a blind.

A blind this this one in Real 
Tree Camo can offer benefits 

to hunters when they need to get 
out of the woods and into open 

fields to bag a bird.



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!
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  Hello early spring… It’s the time 
of year that every Bass fisherman who 
is worth his salt looks forward to. The 
thought of Bass that haven’t seen a lure for 
at least 3 months is enough to stir any of 
us into a tumultuous uproar! Early spring 
has it’s advantages but it can also have 
it’s unique problems as well. Rising water 
temperatures can send Bass into flurries of 
activity that are a Bass fisherman’s dream 
come true. But, just as quickly, a stubborn 
early spring cold front can be a nightmare 
that puts the fish back into hibernation. 
The up and down of the temperatures 
throughout March here in Central Illinois 
were a testament to that! Great fishing 
one week and nothing the next two! The 
key to successful fishing during this time 
of year lies in using the proper lures, 
presenting them in an effective  manner 
and using the weather conditions to your 
benefit. Paying attention to even the 
smallest of details can sometimes mean 
the difference between a great day on the 
water or going home disappointed.
  When starting out in the spring 
you can expect water temperatures to 
be in the low 40 degree range. Most 
people shiver when they even think of 
fishing in this kind of cold water . But the 
temperature should clue you in as to what 
type of lure is apt to give you the best 
results. Think small. 3 inch grubs, 4 inch 
plastic worms of the straight-tail variety 
and 1/4 oz. Jig & Chunk combinations 
fit the bill. Another consistent producer 
under these conditions, in shallow bodies 
of water, is the Rapala original in the 3 
1/2 inch & the 4 3/8 inch sizes. As you 
all know, I maintain Spinnerbaits also 
have their place in your Spring arsenal, 

Vehicles shown with upgraded accessories. 
Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older.  For your safety, always wear a 
helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in 
the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887. You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764.  ©2016 Polaris 
Industries Inc.

RANGER 900 FAMILY
RANGER® LINEUP: NEW! PROSTAR® PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

NEW! GRAPHICS & COLOR SCHEMES
PRO-FIT CAB INTEGRATION ADVANTAGE

SPORTSMAN® & 
SPORTSMAN ACE® LINEUP: 

NEW! PROSTAR® 
PERFORMANCE 

UPGRADES

SUPERIOR RIDE & 
HANDLING

LOCK & RIDE ACCESSORY 
ADVANTAGE

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

but will not be as consistent as the 
previously mentioned lures. With any of 
the aforementioned baits the key is S-L-
O-W. The Bass’s metabolism is still in low 
gear and they aren’t in much of a chasing 
mood. The 3 inch grub should be rigged 
on a 1/8 oz. jig-head. Preferred colors are 
pumpkinseed, smoke, chartreuse or white 
depending on the clarity of the water 
you are fishing. This should be retrieved 
either on a slow lift & drop or by letting 
it sink to the bottom, lifting it slightly and 
swimming it back just above the bottom 
of the lake. With either method a hit will 
usually just feel like extra weight on the 
end of the line. When in doubt set the 
hook. The 4 inch worm is best rigged on 
a 1/8 oz. Slider type jig head or Texas 
style with a light wire 1/0 hook & a 
1/16 oz. bullet weight. Color is a matter 
of personal preference. However, black 
is always a good starting point. Smoke 
and pumpkinseed again are also proven 
colors. A slow lift and drop retrieve is the 
standard method of presentation. Just 
remember; keep it slow. The 1/4 oz. Jig 
& Chunk combination is known for its 
ability to attract big fish. But this is not 
saying that it should necessarily be a big, 
bulky bait. Trimming the skirt way back 
and combining it with a plastic frog  or 
other smaller creature bait can make it a 

EARLY SPRING BASS FISHING

By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits

(309) 694-1774

meal that a big Bass finds hard to resist 
with its slow fall and natural appearance. 
Proven color combinations are a black, 
black & purple, or black & blue jig with 
a black or brown plastic chunk. A slow 
lift and drop is by far the best method of 
retrieval. Watching your line is critical. 
Most bites will be nothing more than a 
heavy feeling or a slight jump in the line 
as the jig falls toward the bottom. When a 
fish hits your jig don’t be afraid to cross its 
eyes when you set the hook. Remember, 

you have to penetrate the weed guard as 
well as the tough old mouth of Mr. or Mrs. 
Bass. The Rapala or Smithwick Rogue is 
simply cast past your target and retrieved 
slow and steadily. Just fast enough to 
feel the wobble as it makes its way back 
to the boat. When a Bass hits you’ll not 
usually have any trouble knowing. Many 
times, when the other presentations have 
failed, this one will coax Bass into biting. 
In addition if you are using a suspending 
model, the occasional pause can elicit a 
massive strike as well! Productive colors 
are gold, silver and fire tiger. Be sure, no 
matter what presentation you choose, 
that your hooks are sharp. 

  Line size can also be an integral part 
of your presentation. The “light is better” 
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Call Southernmost Illinois 
Tourism Bureau for a guide to 

outdoor adventures: 800-248-4373
www.southernmostillinois.com

school of thought is not always the way 
to go. 6-8 lb. test is probably your best 
bet for the jig & grub. But the plastic 
worm and the Rapala perform well on 10 
lb. test and the fish don’t seem to mind. 
Fish the Rapala with a #2 cross lock snap 
attached to the front for a livelier, more 
natural appearance. The Jig & Chunk  are 
best fished on line in the 14 & 15 lb. test 
range. The heavier line gives the jig a 
slower fall thus making it an easier and 
more tempting target for lethargic Bass. 
Berkley’s Big Game line in the 15 lb. test 
size and lo-vis green color is hard to beat 
for durability and invisibility.

 

  The weather is always the controlling 
factor in early spring fishing. But it’s 
not always the enemy. Knowing what 
to look for in weather patterns can play 
a big part in being a successful early 
spring fisherman. A bright, sunny, warm 
spring day, as nice as it is, is not usually 
enough to turn the fish on unless the body 
of water you are fishing is extremely 
shallow. At least 2 or 3 days of stable 
weather are needed to really get things 
moving, although 4 or 5 days are better. 
By the end of the 3rd day the fish will be 
starting to feed more aggressively and 
will be more responsive to any of your 
presentations. Most fishermen think of 
cloudy, overcast days as being the ideal 
conditions for aggressive feeding on the 
part of the Bass. This is only partly true. 
A cloudy day , after having 2 or 3 other 
cloudy days isn’t worth a whole lot. A 
series of cool, cloudy days does nothing 
but drop the water temperature and put a 
damper on the Bass’s metabolism. The key 
to the cloudy day theory, especially in the 
early spring, is to fish the first cloudy day 
after a warming trend. If you have 4 or 5 
warm, sunny days and then a cloudy, rainy 
day be sure to get out on the lake, even if 
it means digging out your rain gear. It’ll be 
well worth it. Not only will you increase 

KANSAS TURKEYS
Hunt Rio & Eastern Turkey in NE Kansas 
on 2,000 Acres of Private Ground

100% OPPORTUNITY FOR 2 BIRD LIMIT!
3-DAY / 4 NIGHT PACKAGE: $1,000

TAG OUT EARLY & HUNT COYOTES!

CALL ROD: (785) 456-4344

your chances of catching numbers of 
fish but your chances of connecting 
with a genuine Wallhanger increase, in 
my opinion, by atleast 20-40%. Under 
these conditions the Jig & Chunk and 
the Spinnerbait are probably the best 
choices to throw. Spinnerbait color 
choices should be limited to anything 
with a majority of White or White/
Chartreuse, and even combinations of 
Blacks, Blues, and/or Purples depending 
on water clarity. The Spinnerbait allows 
you to cover water quickly and locate 
active fish. Once you locate fish with 
your Spinnerbait don’t be afraid to use 
the Jig & Chunk to tempt the less active, 
bigger fish. A sincere effort on the part 
of the angler will generally pay off with 
some good quality catches without 
leaving the area where the fish were 
slamming Spinnerbaits. Pay attention to 
these details. You’ll increase your catch 
and unlock the secrets of early spring 
fishing. 
  Follow these simple tips and your 
Early Spring fishing this year could very 
well be your best ever! And if you need 
any new Spinnerbaits to add to your 
arsenal, check out our facebook page 
for Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits and I’ll 
be glad to take your order. Or stop into 
Rt24 Gun and pawn in Bartonville, and 
Brandan will be glad to point you to the 
selections in stock. Until next month, 
Good Luck, Good Fishing and hope to see 
you on the water.
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P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com
www.EagleNestResort.com

1-877-EAGLE-01 • 1-731-538-2143

NO LIMIT ON CATFISH OR BLUEGILL!

FISHING SPECIAL
ANYTIME UP TO MARCH 23 & AFTER MAY 20, 2017   

ANY 4 DAYS & NIGHTS ONLY $269*

PRIME TIME FISHING PACKAGES
MARCH 23 – MAY 20, 2017 3 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS.)

OR
4 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING SUN.) KITCHEN $329* • NO KIT. $289*

7 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS. OR SUN.) $629*
*Prices Per Person, Plus Tax & Subject to change.Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed. 

$75 non-refundable deposit per person required.All packages include: Lodging, Boat, Motor, 
Bait, Gas & Ice! Complimentary Cookouts Twice Weekly During Prime Season!

Year-Round Fishing Special $269

Looking for a private lodge/home that accommodates from 2-16 people, perfect for Reunions, 
groups of Hunters, Fishermen or Nature Watchers!Great breathtaking view right on water’s edge of 

Reelfoot Lake!Check out this beautiful house, and make your reservations today!
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OPEN:
Mon.-Sat.

at 7aM

208 N. Lincoln Dr. • Troy, MO 63379

(636) 528-4060

BUZZY’S TACKLE

Cassens Bait & Sporting
Live Bait Wholesale & Retail

Call for Night Crawlers & Minnows
Open Year Round!

Sporting Goods • Archery • Fishing Supplies
Fishing & Hunting Licenses

NEW ADDRESS: 1446 W. Main St., Grafton, IL  

(618) 786-3614
Archery 

Range 
Now Open!!!

JEFFERSON CITY, MO. – Missouri turkey 
hunters can expect a good spring season 
overall according to the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC). The spring turkey 
hunting season starts with a youth-only 
weekend April 8-9. The regular spring season 
runs April 17 through May 7.
 Although four consecutive years of 
poor hatches caused Missouri’s turkey 
population to decline during the late 2000s, 
improvements in productivity have since 
resulted in a rebound in turkey numbers 
throughout much of the state.
 “Since 2011, we’ve seen an increasing 
trend in the spring turkey harvest,” MDC 
Turkey Biologist Jason Isabelle said. “A 
great deal of what makes for a good spring 
turkey season depends on the hatch two 
years prior. Although the 2015 hatch was 
not as high as in 2014, it, along with carry-
over from previous years, should result in a 
strong 2017 harvest.”
 Isabelle does note that last year’s 
poor hatch will result in fewer jakes on the 
landscape.
 “I think hunters will notice a reduction in 
the number of jakes they’re used to seeing,” 
he said. “However, because most hunters 
prefer to harvest adult gobblers, the effects of 

MDC FORECASTS GOOD SPRING 
TURKEY SEASON FOR HUNTERS
By Lucas Bond

last year’s hatch won’t be fully realized until 
the 2018 spring season.”
 For most of the state, Isabelle expects 
this year’s spring turkey harvest to be at or 
slightly below last year’s mark. Although 
this year’s harvest total isn’t expected to be 
as high as last year’s, there are still plenty of 
gobblers on the landscape to provide some 
good hunting this year.
 MDC offers turkey hunting opportunities 
on more than 500 conservation areas and 
the state’s diverse landscape means turkey 
numbers often vary by region.
 “Although the statewide trend has 
been an increase in turkey numbers in 
recent years, we often see varying trends 
at the regional-level, so hunters should be 
mindful of what’s going on in their part of 
the state,” said Isabelle.

Regional Forecast
 Due to a poor hatch in 2015, this year’s 
turkey harvest in the Northeast and West 
Prairie regions (see map below) is expected 
to be down from one year ago.
 “Both regions had very low poult-to-
hen ratios during the summer brood survey a 
couple years ago, so I’d expect fewer 2-year-
old gobblers this year in these regions,” 

Isabelle said.
 Isabelle indicated he expects spring 
harvests in the Ozarks, Lindley Breaks, 
Union Breaks, Mississippi Lowlands, and 
Northwest regions (see map below) to be 
similar to last year’s.
 “Production was generally better in 
these regions in 2015, so I wouldn’t expect 
them to deviate too much from last year’s 
mark,” he said.

Weather Factors
 Isabelle noted that weather can have 
a significant impact on the harvest. “With a 
relatively short spring hunting season, the 
weather we experience can have a strong 
influence on our harvest numbers,” he said.

Quality Tackle • Fishing Permits • Live Bait • Hunting Permits

Find detailed information on spring 
turkey hunting in MDC’s 2017 Spring 

Turkey Hunting Regulations and 
Information booklet available from 
MDC offices, nature centers, and 

other places where permits are sold.
Turkey Productivity Regional Map:

A map of Missouri’s turkey productivity 
regions, which consist of counties 

grouped by similar land cover types.
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Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:

 BATTERIES FOR:
Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone, 

Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack 
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.  

We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!

When you think batteries…............THINK

DEEP
CYCLE

MDC OFFERS NEW PERMIT 
CARD FOR HUNTERS, 
ANGLERS, AND TRAPPERS
By Joe Jerek
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. -- Beginning April 
1, the Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) will offer Missouri hunters, anglers, 
and trappers its new Permit Card as an 
additional way of carrying and showing 
proof of most related permits. The new 
plastic cards are another option to MDC’s 
paper and electronic permits.
 As new permits are purchased and 
old ones expire, the updated information 
is automatically accessible through the 
one-time-purchase cards. Conservation 
agents can scan users’ cards to verify active 
permits. 
 Permit Card buyers can customize their 
cards by selecting from four nature-inspired 
background images: bass, buck, mallard 
duck, or bluebird.
 Permit users can buy the new Permits 
Cards for a one-time fee of $2 online at mdc.
mo.gov/buypermits, from permit vendors 
around the state, or through the MDC MO 
Hunting and MO Fishing free mobile apps. 
Buyers will get a confirmation document at 
the time of purchase and the plastic Permit 
Card will be mailed to buyers. Permit Card 
purchasers must sign the back of the card to 
validate it as a form of proof of permit.
 Cardholders can verify their active 

 Rain and wind can suppress gobbling 
activity, so most hunters hope for calm, 
sunny mornings, especially during weekends 
when most venture into the woods to hunt.
 Despite what is shaping up to be an 
early spring, Isabelle does not believe it will 
have much of an effect on this year’s spring 
turkey season. He notes that although an 
early or late spring can have some influence 
on the timing of nesting, the turkey breeding 
season is influenced primarily by the amount 
of daylight, which keeps the timing of nesting 
about the same each year.

Get More Information
 Find detailed information on harvest limits, 
allowed hunting methods, hunter education 
requirements, permits, MDC hunting areas, 
tagging and checking procedures, regulations 
and more in MDC’s 2017 Spring Turkey 
Hunting Regulations and Information booklet 
available from MDC offices and nature 
centers, other places where permits are sold, 
and online at http://on.mo.gov/2mn9d8K. 
For more information about spring turkey 
hunting, visit MDC’s website at http://on.mo.
gov/2mVaDnK.

Hunter Safety
 Isabelle stressed that hunters can easily 
avoid the main cause of turkey-hunting 
incidents—mistaking or being mistaken by 
another hunter for game.
 “Each year, most turkey hunting incidents 
typically involve hunters who fail to positively 
identify their targets,” said Isabelle. “Unless 
you are absolutely certain that what you’re 
looking at is a wild turkey, remember that any 
movement you see or any sounds you hear 
could be another hunter.”
 He also advised hunters to wear some 
hunter-orange clothing when moving through 
the woods or fields, particularly when 
hunting public land, and to always know the 
locations of all members of a hunting party.
 “Many turkey hunting incidents actually 
involve members of the same hunting party,” 
said Isabelle. “If you’re hunting with someone 
else and you split up, be certain you know 
where your hunting partner will be at all times.”

Brag a Bit
 MDC hunting certificates are great ways 
to memorialize a hunter’s first deer and turkey 
harvests. Visit http://on.mo.gov/1TpY6Gz to 
create free commemorative certificates.
 Hunters can share photos of their 
harvests through MDC’s Hunting Bragging 
Board by using #mdcbragboard when posting 
pictures to their social media accounts. Learn 
more at mdc.mo.gov/huntingbragboard.

permits online at mdc.
mo.gov/buypermits, through 
permit vendors around the 
state, through MDC’s MO 
Hunting or MO Fishing mobile apps, or by 
contacting an MDC regional office.
 Because of permit-notching 
requirements and Telecheck steps required 
for deer and turkey hunting permits, the 
new Permit Card cannot be used as a form 
of permit proof for deer and turkey hunting. 
The new Permit Card cannot be used as 
proof of daily trout tags at trout parks so 
anglers will still need to purchase and wear 

their daily trout tags. The new Permit Card 
cannot be used to show possession of a 
Federal Duck Stamp so waterfowl hunters 
must still carry the document verifying the 
purchase of a Federal Duck Stamp or the 
actual stamp. The new Permit Cards do not 
replace commercial permits and lifetime 
permits, which must be purchased through 
the Department’s Permit Services Unit by 
calling 573-751-4115.

MDC FORECASTS . . . CONTINUED
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THE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHING

•  Choke & Mechanical 
Specialist

•  School Trained,         
20+ Years

• Best Recoil Pads

•  Improvement of Turkey, 
Match, Steel Shot 
Performance

• Stop Bruises

P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

636-282-4379
Interesting Articles & Detailed Work Listing at:

TheShotgunShop.net

Our Prices Won’t Be Beat On 2015 War Eagle Boat, Motor & Trailer Packages!!!

BACKWATERS MARINE
4136 Pontoon Rd. • Granite City, IL

sales@backwatersmarine.com

618-931-0919 • www.backwatersmarine.com

War Eagle 648 LDV with 25hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller: War Eagle 648 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate 
Floor, Navigation Lights, Bilge Pump, 25hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $9,600.00

War Eagle 860 with 50hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller:  
War Eagle 860 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation 
Lights, 50hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $14,695.00

War Eagle 754 with 40hp Evinrude E-TEC: War 
Eagle 754 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation 
Lights, 40hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . .$12,795.00*

WE DELIVER ALL OVER THE MIDWEST! WE WON’T BE 
UNDERSOLD . . . CALL US TODAY!

Custom, All-Aluminum Duck Boat Blinds & Flotation Pods!

OPEN: M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am - 5pm

Other Times By Appt.

CONSERVATION AND AGRICULTURE 
GROUPS RENEW PARTNERSHIPS 
TO ELIMINATE FERAL HOGS
By Candice Davis
JEFFERSON CITY, MO – Partnerships 
between the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC), conservation 
groups, agriculture organizations, and 
the Missouri Conservation Heritage 
Foundation (MCHF) forge ahead with the 
approval of a grant from the MCHF to 
provide the state’s feral hog strike team 
with additional trapping equipment.
 The MCHF grant includes $79,500 
and an additional in-kind contribution 
in the form of labor and equipment 
equaling a total value of $132,900. 
Brent Vandeloecht, MDC’s Agriculture 
Liaison, said the grant will provide 60 
additional traps, building materials and 
trail cameras for the feral hog strike 
team to assist landowners with feral hog 
problems. The grant also includes efforts 
to help spread the educational message 
that feral hogs are bad for Missouri. 
 “We continue to have success 
eliminating hogs and educating the public 
on the need to continue elimination 
efforts,” said Vandeloecht. “The grant 
and the collaboration with our partners 
ensure the success will continue and 
we can work with even more private 
landowners to relieve hog damage on 

both private and public land.”
 The following organizations have 
partnered with MDC and MCHF to 
provide these resources for trapping 
efforts on private and public land, and 
to fund public education efforts on the 
dangers of feral hogs:
• Missouri Farm Bureau
• Missouri Corn Growers Association
• Missouri Soybean Association
•  Missouri Soybean Merchandising 

Council
• Missouri Cattlemen’s Association
• MFA
• Missouri Pork Association
• Missouri Agribusiness Association
• National Wild Turkey Federation
• Quality Deer Management Association
• Quail Forever
• Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation
• Missouri Rural Water Association
• Kansas City Agribusiness Club
• Saint Louis Agribusiness Club
• Missouri Farmers Care
•  Missouri Department of Natural 

Resources
• Missouri Department of Agriculture
•  Conservation Federation of Missouri 

Charitable Trust

•  AgriServices of Brunswick
•  Missouri Forest Products Association
• Honey Creek Media
•  Association of Missouri Electrical 

Cooperatives (AMEC)
• LAD Foundation

 Feral hogs are not wildlife and are 
a serious threat as they’ve expanded 
their range in the U.S. from 17 to 38 
states over the past 30 years, according 
to Vandeloecht. Their populations grow 
rapidly because feral hogs can breed any 
time of year and produce two litters of one 
to seven piglets every 12 to 15 months.
 Economic loss from feral hog 
damage in the U.S. is estimated at more 
than 1.5 billion dollars per year. They 
damage property, agriculture, and natural 
resources by their aggressive rooting of 
soil in addition to their trampling and 
consumption of crops as part of their 
daily search for food. They also will eat 

young wildlife, such as turkey poults 
and new fawns. Feral hogs are also 
known to carry diseases such as swine 
brucellosis, pseudorabies, trichinosis 
and leptospirosis, which are a threat to 
Missouri agriculture and human health.
“Research shows that about 70 percent 
of the feral hog population needs to be 
removed yearly to keep populations of 
feral hogs from increasing,” Vandeloecht 
said. “We cannot achieve that without 
this partnership to increase equipment 
availability and we won’t achieve 
that without continued education and 
cooperation with the public.”
 MDC asks that landowners report, 
don’t shoot feral hogs. By reporting 
hog sightings, landowners can receive 
assistance in trapping the full sounder 
of feral hogs on their land. For more 
information on feral hogs in Missouri, 
or to report a sighting, go online to mdc.
mo.gov/feralhog.
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ADVENTURES OF AN 
OUTDOOR WRITER    
by Bill Cooper

 Every trip outside is an adventure. I 
was firmly reminded of the truth of that 
statement on New Year’s Eve. My 5-year-
old grandson, Ronnie, and I spent several 
hours together running a few errands and 
tossing a little adventure of our own into 
the mix. 
 Getting haircuts and grocery shopping 
together proved a little taxing for a 5-year-
old. To balance the grid a bit we ventured 
to the Meramec River to skip a few rocks. 
We gasped in unison as Bald Eagle lifted 
from the far shore with heavy wingbeats 
just as we stepped out the gravel bar. 
 “Look pawpaw,” an eagle Ronnie 
said, with obvious wonder in his voice. Our 
adventure had begun perfectly. 
 Ronnie had hoped that there would be 
ice on the edge of the river. Breaking ice 

with rocks would have been a first for him. 
However, temperatures held a little above 
freezing and we had to settle for skipping 
rocks the usual, but still fun way.
 The arrival of New Year’s causes most 
of us to stop and reflect on the past and 
more importantly on the future. Ronnie’s 
spark for adventure had spurred me to 
do just that. I reminisced about the past 
year’s outdoor adventures I experienced 
and imagined what might transpire in the 
new year, 2017.
 Recording my adventures in both print 
and video consumes much of my time and 
has for decades. It is hard to believe that 
the time has passed so quickly, but is true 
that time flies when you are having fun. 
I’ve could pursue my passion my entire 
life.
 Spurred by the adventures of writers 
of old such as Teddy Roosevelt, Jack 
London, Earnest Hemmingway and Jack 
O’Connor, my interest in writing flamed 

early in my life. I read relentlessly and 
picked up on the passion of these great 
men, which inspired more so than the 
adventures about which they wrote.
 Fortunately, I grew up in a rural 
environment and could walk out the back 
door of the farm house to fish the bayou, 
which ran out of the Mississippi River, and 
hunt rabbits, squirrels, and raccoons. 
 I loved every adventure, but steadily 
wondered what it would be like to be a 
soldier of fortune like Hemmingway, 
or to hunt Bighorn sheep in the Sonora 

of Mexico like O’Connor, or to chase 
mountain lions out west as Roosevelt did.
 I began writing short stories for 
myself, never showing them to anyone. 
I read them over and over and secretly 
dreamed of seeing my words in print in 
Outdoor Life Magazine someday. 
 As my limited career as an outdoor 
writer developed over the decades, 
I enjoyed opportunities to write for 
numerous magazines and websites 
including Cabela’s Outfitter Journal, www.

A Great Year To Catch Cats And Crappie With B’n’M.
Three “Silver Cat Magnum” Rods for hauling in the heaviest 
catfish, and our exclusiveline of “Duck Commander” 
Crappie Poles and Rods.
Snag ‘em while they’re hot . . .
at your local retailer or at
www.bnmpoles.com

Post Office Box 231, West Point, MS 39773
Toll Free: 1-800-647-6363 • Voice 662-494-5092

Office Hours: 7 am - 5 pm CST

Inspired by the travels and works 
of Ernest Hemingway, the 

author  caught tarpon on a flyrod 
in the Yucatan region of Mexico

The thrills of far away adventures 
are a significant part of the rewards 

of working as an outdoor writer
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basspro1source.com, www.southerntrout.
com,  the Missouri Conservationist, Turkey 
Call, Turkey and Turkey Hunting, Game and 
Fish and others. 
 My dream of writing for Outdoor Life 
never materialized. I held the magazine 
in such regard, that I feared to make an 

2218 Court St. • Pekin, IL 61554 • 309-347-8610

SOLD & INSTALLED 
LOCALLY BY:

GREG’S 
GARAGE DOOR
Sales & Service

Insured

NEW LOCATION: 3250 Fields Dr. • Bettendorf, IA 52722
563-243-4696 • RandRSportsInc.com

…is the Premier Outfitter in the Area! 
CALL our knowledgeable staff for help with all your hunting and fishing needs…

Large supply of hunting, fishing & marine equip. 
Special orders available at no additional cost!

Lots of Firearms & Discounted Bows!

MEL’S SPORTING GOODS

618.662.8663

• Custom Built Bowstrings
• Pro Shop
• Indoor Range
•  NOW SELLING                

FIREARMS!

HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 10am - 7p

Sat 9am - 4pm

520 S. Elm • Flora, IL 62839
Rt 50 to Flora, Main St. South over tracks, right at 3-story Self Storage

Spring Lake 36th Annual 
Bass Tournament
April 22 & 23, 2017

Peoria Sportsmen’s Club

Sign up starts at 5pm
Chicken Fry

Dinner to Follow
Please contact the Peoria Sportsmen’s Club at 

6404 Bass Rd., Manito, IL 309-545-3007

attempt. I have endured many rejection 
letters over the years, but did not want 
to experience the same from my beloved 
Outdoor Life. Although I wrote query 
letters numerous times to the magazine’s 
editors, like my original stories, which I 
wrote for myself, no one ever saw them.
 Out of the blue, in mid-December of 
2016, my phone pinged. I had a message 
from Gerry Bethge, the Executive Editor 
of Outdoor Life magazine. I reluctantly 
opened the message. “There has to be a 
mistake,” I thought.
 The message was for real. In a few 
words, Bethge asked me about doing a 

fishing article for the April, 2017 issue 
of Outdoor Life. I nervously answered, 
accepting the new challenge. The grandest 
adventure of my life had begun.
 In the course of our conversations 
over the next day or so, I pitched another 
idea to Bethge. He bit and I had my second 
assignment. I turned the first assignment 
around in 48 hours.
 The next day Bethge texted again 
stating that he loved my work and asked 
me about taking on a much lengthier 
assignment. I agreed, all the while, not 
believing that I was getting to work for 
Outdoor Life Magazine, as I had dreamed 
about all of my life.
 I couldn’t help but wonder how Bethge 
came across my path. Had he heard of my 
dreams? We shared a similar beginning 
with Outdoor Life. I was paying for my own 
subscription by the time was 8-years-old. 
Bethge actually got into a bloody fight with 
a buddy, at ten years of age, over which 
was the best outdoor magazine. I don’t 
know if he won the fight, but Bethge did 
wind up working for Outdoor Life and has 
done so for almost three decades. 
 I had my war like Hemingway, but 
never penned the romantic stories he 

Every trip outdoors is an adventure 
for an outdoor writer, even if it is a 

short hike with a grandson.

Cooper explored the Rocky 
Mountains at the inspiration of 
outdoor writer Jack O’Connor.

did. I failed to see the romance. Too, the 
military held me to 35 years of silence, 
so I couldn’t have written about my 
experiences anyway.
 I eventually hunted elk in Colorado, 
mountain lions in Mexico and bears in 
Canada. I caught tarpon on a flyrod in 
Hemmingway’s Yucatan of Mexico and 
visited his home in the Florida Keys. 
I’ve seen remnants of the buffalo herds 
Roosevelt described and felt the magic 
of the mountains which O’Connor talked 
about. Too, I’ve fired hundreds of rounds 
though the .270 that he immortalized in 
the hearts of American hunters though 
descriptions of his adventures.
 Decades have passed since I began 
my journey as an outdoor writer. T h e 
people, the places, the hardships, and 
the raw adventures are engrained in my 
soul. Those things are the essence of my 
experiences. The few awards, recognition 
by the Missouri Legislature for 45 years 
of service to the outdoor industry and 
nomination to the North American 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame as a 
writer, pale in light of  my lifelong dream 
coming true, enjoying the thrill of writing 
articles for Outdoor Life Magazine.
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EXTREME TERRAIN VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

ARGO DIRECT
Call Mike: 618-588-4444

8565 Rt. 260, New Baden, IL 62265

 Poppy Days have become a 
familiar tradition in almost every 
American community. This distribution 
of the bright red memorial flower to 
the public is one of the oldest and 
most widely recognized programs of 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 

THE POPPY STORY
 From the battlefields of World 
War I, weary soldiers brought home 
the memory of a barren landscape 
transformed by wild poppies, red as 
the blood that had soaked the soil. 
By that miracle of nature, the spirit of 
their lost comrades lived on. The poppy 
became a symbol of the sacrifice of 
lives in war and represented the hope 
that none had died in vain. 
 The American Legion Auxiliary 
poppy has continued to bloom for the 
casualties of four wars, its petals of 
paper bound together for veterans by 
veterans, reminding America each 
year that the men and women who 
have served and died for their country 
deserve to be remembered. 
 The poppy, as a memorial flower 
to the war dead, can be traced to a 
single individual, Moina Michael. She 
was so moved by Lt. Col. McCrae’s 
poem, “In Flanders Fields,” that she 
wrote a response:

. . . the blood of heroes never dies
But lends a luster to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the 
dead
In Flanders’ Fields.
 
 On impulse, she bought a bouquet 
of poppies – all that New York City’s 
Wanamaker’s Department Store had 
– and handed them to businessmen 
meeting at the New York YMCA where 
she worked. She asked them to wear 
the poppy as a tribute to the fallen. 
That was November 1918. World War 
I was over, but America’s sons would 
rest forever “in Flanders’ Fields.” Later 

POPPY 
DAYS

she would spearhead a campaign 
that would result in the adoption of 
the poppy as the national symbol of 
sacrifice.

BUY A POPPY FROM 
AMERICAN LEGIN POST #2 

MAY 18-19-20, 2017 (Thurs-Sat). 
110 E McClure Ave. Peoria, Illinois. 

(309) 686-9594

TREMONT AMERICAN LEGIO POST 
1236 have Poppy’s available starting 

Tues. MAY 23 – Sat. 27
24584 Windermere Lane, Tremont, 

Illinois. (309) 925-5495

BUY Poppy’s at many other local 
American Legion Posts!

FINANCIAL BENEFIT
 The financial benefit realized by 
our nation’s veterans as a result of 
poppy distribution is huge; nearly 3.5 
million poppies 
were distributed 
by units last 
year, raising 
$2.1 million.  
Peoria Post 
#2 raised over 
$16,000 in 2016 
on Poppy Sales 
and donated 
to four groups. 
D a n v i l l e , 
LaSalle and 
Quincy Veterans 
Homes.  Plus 
Gifts to Yanks 
that provide 
C h r i s t m a s 
present for the 
veterans in local 
nursing homes. 
Thanks for all 

your hard work and support of our veterans!
 Meeting the continuing needs of our veterans should be the concern of every 
American who values his or her freedom. The Auxiliary promotes the poppy as a 
symbol of the sacrifices our military have made, a symbol to open people’s hearts 
and inspire them to donate.
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

ElectricalElectronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com



CATCHING LAKE OF THE 
OZARKS SUSPENDED 

SPAWNERS
by John Neporadny Jr.
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 I was catching spawning crappie 
in the shallows behind my dock each 
morning at Lake of the Ozarks, but the 
action died on sunny afternoons until I 
discovered a new batch of fish hanging 
around my dock well. 
 On one of those sunny afternoons, 
I happened to glance down in the 
well and spotted several slab-size 
crappie suspended in the shade below 
one of our boat lifts.  I immediately 
grabbed a rod and reel with 4-pound 
line and jigged a tiny tube above the 
suspending fish. I watched a couple of 
fish rise to the lure and one engulfed it. 
 After catching three of the 
suspending crappie, I watched the 
rest of the school descend and finally 
disappear.  The bite stopped then, but 
when I returned to the well about an 
hour later the fish were back under 
the boat lift again and I caught a 
couple more fish before the school 
disappeared again. 
 From this experience and other 
springtime trips, I have learned to look 
for bigger fish suspended out in front of 
the spawning banks whenever crappie 
are nesting in the shallows. Savvy 
anglers at the lake know that while 
smaller male crappie are building 
and protecting nests in the shallows, 
females are suspended around cover 
in deeper water. 
 Two Lake of the Ozarks anglers 
target floating docks to catch larger 
crappie during the spawn.   Jamie 
Bryant and Andrew Renken, a 
Crappiemasters Tournament Trail 
team from Laurie, Mo., usually catch 
their biggest fish during the spawning 
season along the sides and in front of 
the docks. 
 “The thing to keep in mind is 

females spawn in different stages,” 
says Bryant. “They move in and they 
move out and suspend.”  
 Pitching a jig to the dock and 
letting it pendulum back to the boat 
is Bryant’s favorite way to catch 
suspended springtime crappie. He 
chooses a Slab Buster jig, Kalin’s grub 
or 1 1/2-inch Bass Assassin Shad with 
a 1/8-ounce jighead that he delivers 
on 4- to 6-pound solar green Berkley 
Trilene line.  The Missouri angler opts 
for the 1/8-ounce jig because it falls 
faster to trigger a reaction strike, but 
if he perceives the fish are holding 
tighter to the foam or boat lifts, he 
switches to a 1/32-ounce jig so the 
lure will descend slower and stay in 
the strike zone longer. 
 A jig set 3 to 5 feet below a 
weighted bobber is one of Renken’s 
most productive tactics for suspending 

Area Sportsman Bar
• PIZZA • ICE • CARRY OUT • OPEN 7 DAYS •

Every Tuesday $1.50/Can
Welcome Bikers,

Poker Runs

SEE OUR BIG TROPHIES!

Trading Post

On West Center St.
Oakford, IL 62673

Owner: Tim Wallace

217-635-5392

2000 E. War Memorial Dr. (1 mile West of McCluggage Bridge) • Peoria, IL

Installation

Available!

“Peoria Area’s Elite Truck 
& Auto Accessory Center”

AUTO • TRUCK • JEEP • VAN
RESTYLING SPECIALIST

Custom 
Colors

Lifetime 
Warranty

SPRAY ON TRUCK BEDLINER

• Sun Roofs
• Window Tinting
• Running Boards
• Spray On Bedliners
• Tube Steps 
•  Fiberglass Hard    

Lids & Caps

• Remote Starts 
• Tonneau Covers
• Keyless Entry 
• 4x4 Accessories
• Trailer Hitches 
• Tool Boxes
• & MUCH MORE!

309-688-8752

crappie around docks. “Occasionally 
I will catch them in front of a well if 
I cast up into the well,” says Renken, 
who will also vertical jig with a 1/16- 
or 1/32-ounce jighead. 
 When tossing a weighted cork 
around the docks, Renken pulls the 
bobber down to about a 90-degree 
angle and then lets it sit upright again. 
“You can almost keep your rod still 
while you do that but you will still get 
movement to the jig,” says Renken, 
who lets the jig sit for about 30 
seconds after moving the cork. “A lot 
of times that slow movement triggers 
a reaction strike more so than a fast 
retrieve. If you let it sit there, the fish 
hammer it.”
 Running the banks can produce a 

lot of crappie during the spawn, but 
if you prefer catching a limit of Lake 
of the Ozarks slabs, look for docks in 
deeper water to hook up with some 
suspending heavyweights. 
 For information on lodging and 
other facilities at the Lake of the Ozarks 
or to receive a free vacation guide, call 
the Lake of the Ozarks Convention & 
Visitors Bureau at 1-800-FUN-LAKE or 
visit the Lake of the Ozarks Convention 
and Visitors Bureau web site at 
funlake.com.   

Copies of John Neporadny’s book, 
“THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing 
Guide” are available by calling 
573/365-4296 or visiting the web 

site www.jnoutdoors.com.
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APC MARINE SALES
    300 E. Union, Marion, IL

www.apcmarine.com
         618-997-2211

OPEN: M-F 9-5
Sat. 9-Noon

MARINE PARTS & SERVICE
Tohatsu 

9.8 HP 
MSRP $2379 
SALE PRICE 

ONLY $1899.99 + Tax
All  T ohatsu motors have 

a  5- year warranty!

On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
Family Fun  • Reunions

Business Meetings • New Rooms

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950

AMERICA’S GOLD STAR FAMILIES 
5K RUN FOR FALLEN HEROES
By Patti Smith
 We cordially invite you to participate 
as a Sponsor of the 2nd annual 5K Run/1 
Mile Walk For Fallen Heroes. This event 
will raise money to underwrite programs 
and services for family members who 
have lost a loved one in service to our 
country through the Armed Forces. The 
event will be held Saturday, July 1, at 
Gateway Building, Water Street, Peoria, 
IL. The event will kick off at 6:30am with 
race day registration and the 5K Run/1 
Mile Walk will begin at 7:30am. Awards 
will be given for top qualifiers of the 5K.
 We’ll be serving bananas, biscuits 
and beer! Hardees will be on hand 
to serve their biscuits and gravy and 
Baumgartner Distributing is providing 
the beer! Bottled water and healthy 
snacks will also be on hand.
 Your sponsorship helps to defray 
the cost of organizing the event and 
all remaining funds will go directly to 
the cause. There are various levels of 
sponsorship as seen below. Size and 
placement of logos on t-shirts and 
website are based on sponsorship level. 
This is our only annual fundraiser so 
please consider participating in some 
way. America’s Gold Star Families has no 
paid staff or overhead making it possible 
for 100% of the proceeds to go directly to 

MIDWAY MARINE

309-343-3810
boatramp@mchsi.com • 703 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401

the families. 
 Thank you in advance for your 
consideration of becoming a race sponsor. 
Attached you will find the sponsorship 
form that can be completed and submitted 
by mail or email. For further questions 
call or email Patti Smith 309-231-5090 or 
email pattidc@yahoo.com.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
GENERAL Sponsor - $1000
•  Large prominent lettering on top of 

back of t-shirt*
•  Banner or merchandise prominently 

displayed at Event (provided by 
sponsor)

•  Prominent recognition on all Event 
advertisements and AGSF website 

• Eight free race registrations

COLONEL Sponsor - $750
•  Large lettering on back of t shirt*
•  Banner displayed prominently at event 

(provided by sponsor)
•  Major recognition on AGSF website
•  Major recognition in runners’ 

registration packets
• Six free race registrations

MAJOR Sponsor - $500
• Medium lettering on back of t-shirt*

•  Special recognition in 
runners’ registrations 
packets

•  Special recognition on 
AGSF website

• Four free race registrations

CORPORAL Sponsor - $250
•  Recognition on back of 

t-shirt*
•  Recognition in runners 

registration packets
•  Recognition on AGSF 

website
• Two free race registrations

PRIVATE Sponsor - $100
•  Name/logo in runners’ 

registration packets
•  Recognition on AGSF website 

(americasgoldstarfamilies.
org)

IN-KIND Donations 
•  If your company would like to make a donation of a product or services, please contact 

Patti Smith.
•  You/your company will receive recognition in the runners’ registration packets.
*  Please provide a company logo in .jpg or .tif format on disk or electronically along with 

your check

Register Online https://register.chronotrack.com/r/28093



103 3rd St., Historic London Mills, IL
309-486-3574

New Owner: Dena Hook
 Serving from 5pm Nightly:
 Wed. Taco Night
 Thurs. Livers & Gizzards
 Fri. Catfish, Chicken, Steak, Seafood, Frog Legs

M-F Lunch Specials • Open 7 Days a Week!
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TOM’S BAIT SHOP

140 S. Seminary St. • Galesburg, IL 61401

Phone 309-342-5800
www.simpsonltd.com • Hours: Tues. - Sat. 1-6

10,000
Gun

Inventory!

WANTED:
Any 

Collector 
Firearm

1 or 1,000!

SPOONIE’S BAR & GRILL

Live Bait • Tackle • Boating 
Accessories

Local Fishing Information

403 Walnut St. • Beardstown, IL 62618
Walking Distance from Beardstown Marina!

(217) 323-BAIT

 I have been thinking about the 
media, such as magazines, radio, TV 
and the internet and how it has affected 
fishing over the last 40 years.  It amazes 
me at the wealth of True information 
fishermen have access to. Back in the day 
when I started, the media didn’t have the 
personal contact with fisherman that we 
do now. The media had to depend on the 
fisherman to tell the truth and well we 
know all fisherman are liars, except for 
me and you and I am not so sure of you a 
lot of times. LOL!
 There were many tournaments won 
on one technique or lure and by the 
time it got on stage it was something 
totally different. Sure we know these 
fisherman that either win or do real well 
in the tournament are promoting their 
sponsors.  Today with the internet, TV 
cameras and phones, 95% of that has 
changed and you can actually see what 
is being used. Trying to keep techniques 

and lures a secret is also pretty much out 
the window. You can pretty much bank 
on what you read and see today.  This is 
such a bonus to beginning and some older 
anglers, as they can read, watch a video 
on a technique or lure to see how to fish 
it. This is also a big help to fishermen that 
are trying to learn how to use electronics 
like the Raymarine units and to learn 
about different lakes. With Google earth 
you can actually pull the lake you are 
going to and get an ariel view. Gosh, 
there are so many sites to go to on fishing 
techniques that are wonderful and really 
do work.
 One other thing you learn is about 
time honored baits, in other words the 
ones that have and still are the ones you 
must have in your tackle box. I can think 
of two companies Bass Pro Shops and 
Zoom Baits.  Zoom by far has some of 
the greatest soft plastics made. Just to 
list some of their great products would 
be the Trick worm, Brush Hog, Fluke, 
Centipede, Lizard, Old Monster worm, 
U-tail, Finesse, Dead Ringer, Shaky Tail, 

Ultra Vibe speed 
worm, Horny Toad, 
and the Speed Craw. 
The Sinko is another 
great must have lure. 
These companies 
have endured for 
many years because of 
fish catching ability, quality and meeting 
fishermen needs. There are a lot of knock 
offs but they just don’t seem to have the 
magic you need to constantly catch fish. 
Then there are certain jigs, spinner baits, 
crank baits that you must have along 
with top water lures 
like the Bass Pro 
Shops’ Slim dog, 
the spook and the 
Pop-R. There are 
days when anything 
works but on those 
tough days stick 
with the reliable 
lures that have held 
up for decades.
 April is a month 

to fish quite a few techniques as fish are 
moving shallow and feeding heavily. If it 
is windy, I like a spinner bait, buzz bait, 
shallow crank bait and a Zoom swim 
bait. If there is no wind I’m going right to 
a Carolina rigged Zoom lizard or a Zoom 

WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

A GREAT MONTH 
TO FISH

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

Keeping you on the water
since 1964!

Rt. 48 N • Box 466 • Raymond, IL 62560
217-229-3012 • www.HanksBoats.com

Great Prices on 2017’s!
Lund 1875 Impact

Ranger RT 188
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MIDSOUTH TACKLE

2049 Ireland Grove Rd. • Bloomington, IL

309/663-1133

Archery • Guns & Ammo • Fishing Tackle • Live Bait
Ammo by the Case Price • Full Line of Abu Garcia

Full Service Archery Shop
See us on the web at: www.smileyssportsshop.com

SMILEY’S SPORTS SHOP INC.

Trick worm on a shaky head. Now if I 
have a lot of cover like docks or willows 
or lay downs I will flip a Zoom Brush Hog 
or a jig with a Zoom Big Chunk. You have 
a lot of  options this month, but these are 
the lures I have in my Nitro Z20 that I 
depend on.
 Be sure to pay close attention to 
your Raymarine temperature gauge as 
warmest water will produce most fish 
as a rule. This time of year I have seen 
20 degrees difference in different parts 
of the lake. Remember wind will blow 
warmer water to one side of the lake.
 The Carolina rig is a good go to 
search technique and I will fish it on a 
Johnny Morris 7’2” Patriot rod and 
Johnny Morris reel with 17 lbs. Bass 
Pro Shops’ fluorocarbon line and a 12 lb 
fluorocarbon  leader about 24 to 36 inches 
long depending on what the fish tell me. I 
like a Joy.Fish Tungsten ½ to 3/4 oz. egg 
weight and a  Bass Pro Shops’ wide gap 
hook. I like the tungsten weight because 
it gives you such a good feel. I rarely fish 
over 8 feet deep and you can cover lots 
of water doing this and determine the 
depth with your Raymarine where the 
bass are located. Once you find that area 
concentrate in that range. Don’t use a 
jerking hook set as this will rip the hook 

BLACKTOP CONTRACTORS • FREE ESTIMATES
Snow Removal • Driveways • Parking Lots • Tennis Courts

Seal Coating • Mulch  Firewood • Coal • Sand • Gravel • White Rock

BRIAN ROWDEN • DEREK VESTAL
225 N. Second St., Pekin, IL 61554

346-0564

Making Jigs Since 1978
 128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Toll Free 888-935-0189
Check us out on the web…

www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp

Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

out of the fishes mouth. Learn to use a 
sweeping set, pulling into the fish, then a 
little pop to bury the hook all the way.
 Let the wind be your friend in April 
just like March as is breaks the surface up 
and pushes warm water and bait fish to 
the shallows. A lot of times you hear the 
word over power and one thing I believe 
in is you can’t have enough power in your 
trolling motor from a Tracker Jon boat 
to a Nitro Z20 and that is why I use a 
Motorguide 105 thrust on every boat. 
A Power Pole is a great shallow water 
anchor and has become a must have 
on my Nitro. The Power Pole allows 
you to hunker down on a willow, dock, 
bedding fish etc., to allow you to fish it 
like it needs to be fished. Remember a 
big fish likes a slow presentation. If you 
think you’re on a good spot slow down 
and work multiple presentations to see if 
you can get a pattern going.
 Good luck fishing and take a kid 
fishing. Oh, you don’t have one go down 
to 7 11 and get you one. You won’t find a 
kid in a court room with a fishing license 
in his back pocket. If you need a new tow 
vehicle visit www.hendrickcars.com. 
God Bless you, your family and thank a 
soldier for a job well done.

Richard Stake with a 2 pound crappie caught on a 
Private Lake in Pekin, IL on February 22nd.

Dustin Watters with another nice slab caught while fishing a private 
lake in Pekin. Thanks Dustin for sending us these great photos.
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Sure, we have seed that grows corn and soybeans.
But, we also have some that grow antlers.

You’ve always turned to your local FS Member cooperative for the expert advice and 
help in managing your farm’s resources. But you may not have realized that when it 
comes to managing the wildlife resources on your farm, we can help there too.

The fact is your local FS Member Cooperative carries a full line of seed for improving 
wildlife forage on your land. Including annual and perennial mixes from Mossy 
Oak®, Biologic®, and the Whitetail Institute of North America specially formulated 
to provide better nutrition and more protein to grow bigger, healthier animals. So, 
if your game is deer or wild turkey, your local FS Member Cooperative has the seed 
and the epertise to help you make the most of your willdlife resources.

Fulton, FS, Inc.
Lewistown Office 39-547-2896

Ipava Office 309-753-9253
Wildlife solutions from The Natural Resource

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATS

111 N. East Lane  • East Peoria, IL 61611
Email:  stucker69@sbcglobal.net

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

TAG SOUP!
By Daniel Vinovich
 One of the few things I still love as I get 
older is the annual pursuit of the wild turkey 
each spring. I have had my good hunts, bad 
hunts, and truly remarkable hunts. I Have 
killed turkeys in the snow, rain, wind, and 
first season through fifth season. I did not 
fill every tag, but I had a good chance each 
tag until last year. So for all of you turkey 
veterans and first timers, here is an account 
about a turkey hunter who was beat down 
and put away bird less for all of the 2016 
season.
 The joy was overwhelming as I checked 
the Illinois permit hotline. I had drawn a 2nd 
season tag and a 4th season tag, and had 
plans to hunt in Missouri during the week 
I had between my Illinois tags. The stars 
had lined up in my favor, 2 tags in Illinois 
with ample ground to hunt and an invite to 
Missouri with a whole lot of new Red Head 
Gear. I was walking tall and looking sharp. 

“How could any turkey resist my game,” I 
thought to myself as I started my Tundra and 
drove onto the back country roads. The early 
hints of sunrise were upon me as I humped 
it across a corn field to one of my best sets, 
a proven turkey killing spot close to a great 
roost and strutting area. I had filled countless 
tags in this spot. In fact, I had been done 
by 9 am the last 2 years in this spot. With 
my jake and hen decoys set, I faded into a 
small brush pile on the point of the field into 
a little hollowed out spot I had cleared years 
before. There, I laid out my arrangement of 
calls and loaded my gun. The quiet cool air 
surrounded me setting, me into a trance of 
hunts passed and hunts yet to come. The 
feeling is, for lack of descriptive terms…… 
, orgasmic. Much like the feeling you get 
opening morning of duck season. You know 
you are gonna’ be buzzed by a couple of 
wood ducks, but when? Your eyes strain to 
pick them out, but they almost always catch 
you off guard. Sunrise came on cue. The song 
birds started singing. A lone doe crossed the 
field headed to bed looking at my decoys, 
but never busting stride. Silence was now 

my enemy. There were 
no thunderous gobbles 
coming from the tree 
tops along the creek 
ridge. Maybe they’re 
still a little sleepy or 
a coyote was lurking 
beneath the ridge. No 
yelps. No gobbles. No 
sounds of the giant 
wings hitting branches 
from the fly down. It 
was 30 minutes into 
the sunrise as I picked 
up a call and started 
with a few quiet 
yelps. No answer. 
Again with a little 
bit more aggression, 
no answer. In fact, 
the whole valley was 
void of any gobbles. 
I pulled the decoys, stashed them in the 
brush and thought to myself, “gonna’ have 
to run and gun them old school.” I hunted 
hard for 4 days, each day starting on a 
different farm all in the same area, but not 
close by no means. Not one gobble. No 
scratching, tracks, or droppings. It’s like the 
flock had disappeared from the face of this 

county. They sweat rolled down my face as 
I climbed the ridge on my way back to the 
truck on the last day, defeated, heartbroken 
and sore. The only thing I had to show for 
my efforts was a phone video of a lone hen 
walking through my decoys. 
 The following Friday found me winging 
it south to Missouri, the promise land for 



April 2017 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” 43

2058 Old. Rt. 121 • Lincoln, IL 62656
DAY HUNTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Membership Fees • $200/yr.
Corporate • $1,000/yr.

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT & CHUKAR!

Call Greg: 217-871-3500
(217) 642-5895

www.big-oak.com
www.huntingparadise.com
email: hunt@big-oak.com

SAVE UP TO 
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LOWE BOATS!
Offer ends March 31, 2017

LOWE SS230 
Walk-thru

8955 West Dam Lane • Benton, IL
618-724-7651
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FOR
2017!

BOAT 
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AVAILABLE!

giant turkeys and some state ground mixed with a little 
private ground. Six hours later, I was greeted by the Illinois 
boys in their little trailer camp ground. After a few stories, I 
unpacked the truck went to bed. The next morning brought 
a heavenly sound to my ears as gobbles thundered all 
around me. There were birds everywhere yelling from the 
treetops saying come to me, come to me! I would yelp and 
they would answer, just like you see it in the movies. They 
sounded like they were fighting over which one would be 
the first to wear my tag. It was a half hour of the hottest 
turkeys I had ever heard. As soon as they hit the ground, 
they were gone. Hours of hiking up, what they call hills, 
and I call mountains left me broken hearted. The DNR had 
been using controlled burns in the whole area to control 
the underbrush. I could see the birds on the next ridge, but 
there was no way to get to them undetected. Three days 
went by. It was sad stories from me over dinner, so close 
but no blood drawn. Was I cursed, “I thought to myself as 
I pointed the truck back north with nothing to show for my 
efforts but a ruined set of camouflage that smelled like I 
had been hunting in a fire pit.” The inside of my truck was 
covered in soot, boots stained black like I had been pulling 
blacktop and one hell of an attitude!
 The following week found me back at in Illinois. It was 
warm, wearing short sleeves. The bugs were relentless, 
and the turkeys were, once again, quiet. I had changed my 
aggressive tactics to a very subtle approach, no fighting 
purrs, no load gobbles or yelps, just quiet yelps and a little 
wing beating with short scratching of the oak leaves. Two 
days of this without a gobble or even a turkey sighting. 
Where had they gone? Were they all dead? Had they left 

the area for an alternate food source? I was done, beat 
down, sore, and without hope. I had all but given up and 
was headed back to the truck with my tail between my legs 
like a whipped dog. The last ridge back to the truck looked 
as tall as any mountain I had ever seen. With each step I felt 
worse. Had I lost my touch? I wish I had a pedometer the 
last couple weeks. I bet I walked 40 miles. For years, I had 
thought I was a pretty good turkey hunter, well equipped, 
seasoned, and a pretty good caller, but mother nature had 
handed me my a…. in a hand bag. Just then, a glimmer of 
hope sounded from my pocket. A phone call from a buddy 
asking how my season was going. With one day left, I said, 
“not worth a sh.., not one tag filled.” He said he had filled 
his tags and still had plenty of birds on his place if I wanted 
to come over for the last day of the season. There it was, a 
light at the end of the tunnel, the sure thing. He said he had 
seen gobblers strutting in a pasture right by his house every 
day. Gobblers were roosting all around his small piece of 
heaven and I had an open invite. That evening found me 
organizing my turkey vest; Hell, I even looked up a new 
recipe for smoked wild turkey while I laid in bed. Sleep 
eluded me that night as my hopes soared. I had hunted his 
place a couple times before and each time walked out with 
a giant bird. The longest hunt lasted just over an hour. I was 
greeted with a cool morning as I threw on my vest, grabbed 
my decoys and started up the ridge to a spot I knew well as 
I had filled every tag both times I had hunted his dad’s place. 
Settled in, I laid out the calls and waited for daylight. My 
thoughts were to the previous 
hunts on this ridge. They both 
were epic. The time was 

Specializing in Jig Heads!
Free Catalog!

(217) 864-3493
4165 Shaw Rd. • Lovington, IL 61957

www.reeveslureco.com
LOWE Stinger 175

Bennington
SX21 Tri-toon

Tag Soup continued on page 46

Jim Plemmons and I in Missouri on what 
I so called the Ash Tray Hunt.
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309-244-7100

309-244-9000
309-244-7000

LOCATED IN HISTORIC 
DOWNTOWN DELAVAN

FLOCK ACTION
By: David Herschelman

 In my climber positioned 
about ten yards within the 
wooded section bordering the 
small pond would hopefully give 

me a shot on a moving whitetail in the field to the 
north on a cut between two fields.  This was a spot 
with a history of success on Record Book deer but was 
too open for my likes.  As this area is very seldom 
hunted and the deer here are not molested – they will 
become accustomed to feeling safe!
 Ok, the real reason for this chosen stand was 
turkeys will move between the fields and often 
give me a bow shot during this fall turkey season.  
A deer would be a real bonus!  As usual, fatigue 
was present from lack of restful sleep and the cool 
morning was just a shade below comfortable.  The 
sun shone brightly through minimal cloud cover early 
with a steady northwest wind pushing my scent into 
the woods towards the glistening water of the pond 
enveloped by wooded cover.   A large flock of wood 
ducks were vocal all morning and use of this pond was 
an annual event until the urge to move further south 
came upon them.  As usual my goal was to score on a 
big whitetail before the rut to avoid more stand time 
and effort.  Wishful thinking!
 Soon my eyelids would close and I would drift in 
and out of useful hunting attention.  The harness was 
tight to ensure my permanence in the stand!   A doe 
and her yearling worked along the overgrown tree line 
and both walked through the cut as expected.   This 
was the only action early.  Again fighting to stay alert 
became burdensome.   
 Suddenly, my eyes opened and to my surprise a 
flock of turkeys were active not more than one hundred 
yards distant!  The flock appeared to be of a juvenile 
or young variety as the members would constantly 
harass each other as youngsters are known to do.  The 
group was far enough away to not merit positioning 
for a shot but close enough to watch my movements 

carefully as many eyes were present and the old super 
hen would be on guard.  As the flock was not seen as 
they approached, I had been less than attentive on the 
stand!   
 The presence of the flock warmed my heart 
as they represented the near future of the turkey 
population which appeared to be holding strong.  
After what seemed as an eternity, the flock appeared 
to be moving my direction with the intention of moving 
through the cut between the two fields.  Slowing my 
movement to super slow motion, the bow and my feet 
were positioned for the expected shot location.  The 
slight wind and the fluttering leaves would give cover 
for my potential draw but watching for the perfect 
chance was still up to me and now years of woods 
action became second nature.  
 A line of birds appeared to want to enter the 
woods further to the west and if the remainder of the 
flock followed I would be left with just an entertaining 
memory and no bird!  As if on cue, the majority held 
position probably at the insistence of the old hen, for 
moving through the cut and the birds in the woods 
reentered the field and followed – it was this group of 
three that exhibited beards!  Now the entire flock was 
within bow range and the draw would be difficult. 
My goal is always to draw prior to them entering into 
my proficiency zone and letting them walk into the 
trap.  Sensing my chance, a slow methodical draw 
was initiated but experience with turkeys in the past 
often ended in bad luck as these marvelous birds are 
constantly on guard from predators from above!  So 
far so good but the movement of the birds and the 
positioning of my feet were making the shot difficult 
and to add pressure to the moment, the fact that the 
flock concept (to confuse potential predators from 
picking a single target true for both fighter jets and 
migrating geese) was working as intended as my 
concentration to find a single target was taking too 
long!

RANCHO SAFARI
www.ranchosafari.com

P. O. BOX 691 • RAMONA, CA 92065
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The New Legendary Suites 
at Woodland Resort will 
hold 2 and 3-bedroom suites 
with full kitchens. Book 
your dates for the summer 
in our new 
full kitchen suites!

A Family Owned & Operated Resort!
DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA

(701) 662-5996
www.woodlandresort.com

• A variety of Lodging Choices
• Fully Guided Fishing Packages
• Excellent Restaurant & Bar
• Bait, Tackle & Convience Store
• Air Conditioned Indoor Fish Cleaning Facility
• Overnight RV Camping
•  NEW 17.5’ Fishing Boats & New 20’ & 24’ 

Pontoons
• Home of “Mitchell’s Guide Service”
• Lodging & Guided Packages
• Full Service Woodland Marine Shop
• Marina with Boat Ramp & On-Water Fuel

DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
Trophy Walleye, Pike, Perch & White Bass!

 Finally, one of the bearded birds was 
clean.  The pin was lined up on the perfect 
spot and the shot was true.  He moved 
only a few paces before collapsing.  His 
brothers were quick to sense his weakness 
and appeared to attack his motionless 
form!  The flock eventually moved off 
minus one of their brethren!  I was elated 
as this was the second bird taken this year 
with bow.  As always, thankful for success 
for many heartbreaking encounters with 
turkeys have been experienced in the past!  
The peace of the morning had not been 
interrupted.  Surely the turkey woods would 
survive minus one member.  My selection 
of stand sites proved perfect!

 An annual fundraising event hosted by members 
and friends of Peoria Skeet and Trap Club is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 6th.  The public is invited to a day of 
trapshooting, raffles, silent auctions, food and event 
merchandise sales with proceeds benefiting the Susan G. 
Komen Memorial Affiliate.
 Doors will open at 8:00 am for check-in and shooting 
assignments.  Pre-registration is highly recommended; 
however, walk-in registrations will be accepted the day of 
the event based upon space availability. 

 A $35 registration fee includes two rounds for trapshooting, 
two boxes of shotgun shells, and a participation t-shirt 

(while supplies last).  In keeping with the day’s theme, clay targets will be pink as will the shotgun shells distributed to participants. All experience levels of shooters are invited to 
attend; individuals and teams. Participants must provide their own firearms.  All shooters are required to wear eye and ear protection.
 Registrations forms are available at the Club, Facebook/Peoria Shoot for the Cure and www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com 
 Peoria Skeet and Trap Club is located at 1470 Spring Bay Road, East Peoria (5 miles North of Intersection of Routes 116 and 26).  Call (309) 645-2597 or email (shootforcure@gmail.
com) for more information.
 Susan G. Komen Memorial Affiliate’s service area extends into 36 counties. Events like Shoot for the Cure provide support to the Memorial Affiliate in education, insuring quality 
of care for low-income, underinsured and uninsured women plus providing research dollars needed for science to find cures for breast cancer.

Get your BEST deal from S&R Marine . . . Give Darin a Call Today!

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown,, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
srmarine2730@att.net • www.SR-Marine.com

Sea Ark ProCat 200
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SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES

2525 N. Grand Ave. East
Springfield, IL 62702

Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408

EastSideMarine.com
esmboats@aol.com

SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

Roughneck 1860

ST175 Stinger

Savings of up to $1000
 on Fishing Boats and 

up to $500 on Pontoons.
Delta Waterfowl discount 

on all Camo! “Lowe 
supports the Military:”  
Military discount on all 

boat packages.
Valid until March, 31, 2017

2017 Lowe 
SF194 Pontoon

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

HUNTING • FISHING • WATER SPORTS • SPORTING GOODS
KAYAK • DOG SUPPLIES • INDOOR 3-D RANGE

(217) 543-3848
1059 E. Columbia St., Arthur, IL 61911

NEW HOURS OF OPERATION:
Tue & Wed 9-5:30 • Thu & Fri 9-8

Sat 9-3 • Closed Sun & Mon

GAMBER COVE
With over 10 well-stocked fishing lakes, miles of 

hiking trails, berry picking, mushroom hunting, swimming 
pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.

Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

www.GamberCove.net

Enjoy 315 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

coming quickly as the first shadows of dawn 
hit the surface of the ground. Anticipation 
was killing me as I waited for the first 
Gobbles of the morning. They never came, 
no gobbles, no yelps, just the occasional 
sound of a family headed to church on the 
gravel road down below. I gobbled, yelped, 
and damn near used every call I had in my 
vest. Still no sign of a bird. WTH….. At 
10 am, I packed up my decoys and headed 
back down the ridge, head held low with 
my a.. dragging the ground. That was it. 
My turkey quest was over without even 
a story to talk about. I was greeted by my 
buddy’s dad who had been drinking coffee 
waiting on the deck for the sound of my gun. 
He followed me back to the truck showing 
videos of all the turkeys he had seen and 
pictures he had taken off his deck and out 
the window of what seemed like a whole 
hillside of toms. The sure thing was over. A 
phone call later, I thanked my buddy and his 
dad for the opportunity. His dad said for me 
to wait it out as they would come. I said, 
“I’m done, had my fill. It’s not gonna’ happen 
this year.” With a hearty hand shake, I said 
my goodbyes and turned the truck home. 

The drive home was a little overwhelming. 
A rash of emotions ran through my head. A 
half an hour later, I pulled into my driveway. 
I kept telling myself that’s why they call it 
hunting. I was laden with my packs, etc. as 
I walked up the steps to the back door when 
my phone announced a text was coming in. I 
opened the text and there staring me in the 
face was a picture of 2 gobblers strutting 
in my buddies dad’s field with a time of 
11:00 am and the date. I dropped my vest 
and stared with disbelief. YOU GOT TO BE 
KIDDING ME!! I stood by the door, and with 
reckless abandonment, knocked with my 
head ‘til it hurt. As the door opened, there 
it was setting on the table in front of me. 
A HOTT BOWL OF TAG SOUP………this 
was one lunch that was gonna’ be hard to 
swallow!!! 
 I still have a couple of openings for 
post spawn muskies this spring in between 
spring turkey tags and before the warm 
water temps force me to put the boat to 
bed for the summer. You can contact me at 
309-267-8309 or by email at trolling@mtco.
com.
 SEE ‘YA IN THE WOODS OR ON 
THE WATER!

Tag Soup  . . . continued DEVILS LAKE:  WATER LEVELS 
RISING; ANGLERS LOVE IT!!
 Mother Nature and Devils Lake have 
a bumpy marriage.  More than a century 
ago, paddle wheelers were operating on 
these North Dakota waters.  Then, the lake 
shrunk to about 40,000 acres by the early 
1990’s.  Since then, Devils Lake  quadrupled 
in size.  This spring, Mother Nature will add 
even more water, creating new shorelines 
in cattail marshes and farmland.
 That has anglers excited.  Jason 
Mitchell, TV host and operator of a large 
guide service said, “Shore fishing can 
get really good and the shallow bays will 
load up with walleyes.”  Aaron McQuoid, 
guide and owner of McQuoid’s Outdoors 
echoed this sentiment, “Whether you 
chase walleyes or northern pike, early 
season will be excellent.  May is the best 
month for pole-benders.”  Local guide and 
World Walleye Champion, Johnnie Candle 
said, “The expected rise in lake levels has 
me anticipating a very good Devils Lake 
fishing season.”
 All three offered advice on fishing, but 
first, what about that water?  The man in 

the know is Jeff Frith, Devils Lake Basin 
Joint Water Resources Board manager.  
Last summer and fall, areas north of the 
lake received 35 to 40 inches of rain, a 
foot or more above average.  The ground, 
soil and marshes became saturated.  The 
entire region felt the wrath of severe 
December and January storms with 
extremely wet, heavy snow.  
 In early March, the National Weather 
Service projected with 95 percent accuracy 
that the lake elevation would go to 1452.8 
feet (a 2 ½ foot rise).  They projected a 50 
percent probability of adding three feet, 
and a 10 percent chance of exceeding the 
all-time lake level of 1454.6 feet.  “These 
recent estimates about took our breath 
away,” Frith said.  “The longer the ice holds, 
the higher the chances of a rapid warm-
up which would magnify the situation, 
because snow would quickly melt.  If an 
inch or more of rain also falls, the upper 
estimates could become a reality.”
 To put the situation into perspective, 
Frith said, “The most recent estimate is 
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that 780,000 acre/feet of water is poised to move 
downstream.  That amount of water would cover 
780,000 football fields with one foot of water.  Or, 
look at it this way: The North Dakota capitol building 
could hold 18,000,000 gallons of water.  The amount 
we’re talking about would fill the capitol 13,773 
times.”  If the lake only goes up one foot, another 
10,000 acres of land will be covered.  If it rises 
between three and four feet, Devils Lake will again 
reach 200,000 surface acres.   
 Johnnie Candle said, “Moving water congregates 
all species.  Current seams in coulees, near culverts 
and bridges makes fish very predictable.  Jigs and 
minnows, Jigging Raps and Shiver minnows or 
swimbaits will catch fish.  I like a jig and a three or 
four inch white grub body this time of year.”  He notes 
that higher water levels attracts baitfish to freshly 
flooded cover, and swim baits, Shad Raps or Flicker 
Shads are the answer.  “Always have a slip-bobber 
ready.  When you net one walleye, toss a bobber and 
leech in the vicinity.  Hang on!” he said.  
 Jason Mitchell urges early-season anglers to key 
on newly flooded waters.  “They warm up faster and 
these bays load up with walleyes.  Pitch crankbaits, 
soft plastic swim baits or slip-bobbers.  I really like 
light jigs tipped with Kalin’s Sizmic grubs.”  He 
advised shore anglers to check out Channel A or the 
Mauvais Coulee.  With new fishing piers and miles of 
rip rap, Devils Lake may have more shoreline fishing 

opportunities than almost any other lake in the upper 
Midwest.
 Aaron McQuoid agreed with the shallow water 
recommendations of Candle and Mitchell, but added, 
“Pay attention to water temps.  Late afternoons and 
evenings are best as waters warm.  Fish shallow and 
experiment with color.”  All three really take care of 
their clients with the latest and greatest gear and 
know-how.  They have the advantage of spending 
nearly every day on the water, and can answer 
questions and handle family, friends and business 
groups plus lodging needs.
 When swimming jigs with plastic right after 
ice-out (average date is April 15), McQuoid suggests 
reeling steadily, but bumping bottom regularly.  He 
speeds up retrieves as water warms.  When casting 
Rapalas, he prefers frequent pauses.  “Don’t forget 
pike.  They are always active, fight hard, and are some 
of the tastiest fish in the lake.  Fillet them; remove 
all bones; boil them in 7-UP; dip them in butter with 
favored seasonings.  Oh, and bring a kid fishing.”
 For more information about Devils Lake water 
levels, ramps, fishing reports for walleye, pike, 
perch and white bass, community activities, fishing 
tournaments (the 41st Chamber Annual Walleye 
tournament is June 23-25), guides, lodging, dining, 
casino, resorts and much more, go to devilslakend.
com, or call the Tourism office, 701-662-4903.

Top left picture 
courtesy of 

Jason Mitchell.

Top right & 
bottom right 

pictures 
courtesy of 
McQuiod 

Guide Service. 
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Family Owned Since 1974

www.wagenbachbuilders.com

309-925-5205
20237 State Rt. 9 • Pekin, IL 61554

Christopher Coin, Gun & Pawn, LLC.
Paying Top Dollar for all Collectibles, Gold, Silver & Guns

WE SPECIALIZE IN RELOADING SUPPLIES!

LUKE CHRISTOPHER - OWNER
Christopher.coin.gun.pawn@gmail.com

333 Derby Street • Pekin, IL 61554

309-353-7522

Computerized Diagnostics

Mechanical Repair

Welding • Trailer Repair

Boat & RV Winterizing 
& Storage

JEFF SCHROCK, OWNER

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS

309-965-2020
SchrockRepair.com

1422 US Hwy 150 • PO Box 10
Goodfield, IL 61742

 It was a perfect afternoon for a nap. 
While my husband, Ben took a well-earned 
nap, I decided to run errands. We have been 
a one car household for a while and are still 
deciding if this will work for us. 
    After writing a note for Ben, gathering 
my purse, phone, the dry cleaning, a watch 
for a battery replacement, shopping list, 
a dog treat for my departure and a verbal 
explanation to the dog that I would return, 
a dog treat for my return (this is a story all 
its own) and changed clothes, I was finally 
ready to get in the car. Once in the car the 
seat, rearview mirror, both side mirrors, radio 
channel, air conditioning, and air flow vents 
all have to be changed. Now that we share 
a car, all the changes have to be made due 

to our difference in height, radio station 
preference and temperature tolerance. As 
you can see, running errands is more complex 
than simply jumping in the car and going. 
   Our car is a new model, and will remain 
anonymous. Of the several irritating “extras” 
this car enforces on its driver, one is the little 
Touchscreen System. It is located above a 
mass of buttons which adjust the a.c., radio, 
etc. Whenever I adjust the air flow vents 
above this screen, I always inadvertently 
touch it. This activates its most annoying extra 
feature. It talks to me. While I do not have a 
personal animosity toward the lady who lives 
behind that screen, I am convinced she is out 
to get me. Her syrupy, sarcastic orders and 
suggestions have no bearing on anything in my 
driving world.
     Once I had run down my pre-drive checklist, I 
pulled out of the garage into the back alley.  As 
I waited for the garage door to close, I glanced 
at the dashboard. Why were two red arrows 
flashing? And why was the emergency brake 
light on? I do not even know how to set the 
emergency brake and had no idea what the 
arrows indicated. I have since learned they 

are the hazard lights indicator. Now, I know 
this car hates me and is smarter than I am; 
so I was not about to ignore those ominous 
warnings and start off. And where was the 
annoying Touchscreen System lady now that 
I could really have used some help, sarcastic 
or otherwise? First, I studied every button on 
the dash, on the steering wheel and below the 
screen. I started pushing buttons.
     The windshield wipers came on, the fuel 
indicator flashed its message, and every 
possible thing came on, but no clue on how 
to disengage the emergency brake or make 
those red arrows happy. In desperation, I took 
out the Owner’s Manual. In my experience, this 
little book is grossly mistitled. A manual is by 
definition: “a book of instructions, especially 
for operating a machine or learning a subject; 
a handbook.” In this manual, the Table of 
Contents is 5 pages long, the Appendices is 21 
pages, and the Index is 10 pages, all of which 
are incomprehensible. For example, the term 
“Radio” does not appear anywhere. It is an 
“Audio System”. You get my point. 
     I turned the car off, then on. I drove forward, 
and reversed with no results. Realizing I could 
not sit in the alley for the rest of the afternoon, 
I reluctantly returned to the house, leaving the 

THE MAGIC BUTTON
by Diana Storrs

car in the alley. At this point, it was simply too 
much to be expected of me to reverse back 
into the garage. Reversing this car is one more 
curse I endure. The car’s frantic beeping causes 
me to break into a cold sweat, shaking hands, 
and heart palpitations. The closer I get to the 
wall, the faster and louder it beeps, causing 
me to pray for deliverance. Not having the 
fortitude to deal with that on top of my current 
dilemma, the car was on its own for the time 
being, red arrows still angrily flashing.
     As much as I hated to disturb my dear 
husband’s nap, I had no choice. He stumbled 
awake and followed me to the car. I readjusted 
the seat and we both got in. He fiddled 
and fussed while I read checklists such as: 
Releasing the Electric Parking Brake.
 Your vehicle will automatically release 
the parking brake if all of the following 
conditions exist: 
• The driver door is closed.
• The driver safety belt is fastened.
• The vehicle is accelerated.
•  There are no faults detected in the parking 

brake system.

     After several more paragraphs, this ominous 
suggestion is stated: “Have the system 
checked by an authorized dealer as soon as 
possible.”
     I read several such handy tips, none of 
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YOUR LOWE & 
MERCURY 

DEALER IS STILL 
CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!

Savings of up to $1000 on Fishing Boats and up 
to $500 on Pontoons. Delta Waterfowl discount 

on all Camo! “Lowe supports the Military:”  
Military discount on all boat packages.

Valid until March, 31, 2017

which made a particle of difference. During 
this useless recitation, Ben was busy. He 
intently studied every button, turned the car off 
and then on, trying to re-boot its system. Is it 
even possible to re-boot a car? He accelerated 
rapidly forward, then rapidly in reverse. The 
warning lights continued to blink. By this time, 
Ben had reached the end of his patience. He 
called the dealer. The sweet operator said, 
“Oh, dear!” after hearing our complaint, and 
forwarded his call to the service department. 
All the lines were busy. He called back.
     All this time I had been hunkered down in my 
seat, searching the Manual for more helpful 
tips. Luckily the quiet neighborhood streets 
we were careening up and reversing down 
were deserted. The only things endangered 
on this wild ride were squirrels and my blood 
pressure. On the second call, Ben was more 
assertive with the hapless operator. She kept 
politely stating that all the service lines were 
busy. He was welcome to leave his name and 
phone number. Someone would call him back. 
     “Do NOT direct my call to the service 
department! I will NOT leave my name and 
number! I need to talk to a live person RIGHT 
NOW! Get me a salesman!! Anyone!”   At this 
point I wanted to re-boot the entire day.
     At last there was a click and a man’s calm 
voice said, “My name is Rico. How can I help 
you?”
      Ben told him the year, make and model of 
our car and which dash lights were blinking. 

Rico patiently thumbed through a manual and 
started giving instructions. At first he had the 
wrong model so nothing he said matched our 
dash display. The rest of the conversation 
consisted of colorful language on Ben’s part 
with patient responses from Rico. By this 
time, Ben had thankfully stopped driving and 
had pulled over. The squirrels were safe for 
the time being and my blood pressure was 
returning to normal, more or less. 
     The magic solution was one button. Located 
dead center between two air vents and above 
the display screen, it featured a red triangle; 
impossible to miss once you have seen it. If 
Rico had only suggested we look for a red 
triangle in the first place, the conversation 
would have concluded a lot sooner. For some 
reason, both of us simply could not see it at 
first. I had inadvertently touched it when I 
adjusted the air vents. I am not sure who was 
more relieved, Ben or Rico, when Ben finally 
saw it, pushed it and the car was happy again. 
At some point the emergency brake light had 
given up and was no longer lit. I still do not 
know how to set it if I ever need it.
     After profuse thanks and apologies to Rico 
for our harsh words and bad attitude, we 
drove home. Running errands was out of the 
question for me. I was no longer in the mood. 
After pulling into the garage and turning the 
car off, being careful not to touch the Red 
Triangle Button, we turned to each other and 
said at the same time, “I hate this car!”

Pheasant Run Resort, St. Charles, 
IL, April 28-29, 2017:  The 52nd Annual 
North American Vintage Decoy & Sporting 
Collectibles Show, sponsored by the 
Midwest Decoy Collectors Association 
(MDCA), will feature of special display 
of vintage fish decoys from the LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin area.  The Badger State has a rich 
history of spearing as one of only a handful 
of states where winter dark house spearing 
for northern pike is still legal.  Fish decoys 
from the LaCrosse area, carved around in 
the early 1900s, are unique and generally 
small in size, ranging from 2 to 8 inches.  As 
a group these decoys are scarce because 
most were produced by local carvers who 
only made a few for their own use.  As a 
result very many of them were by made by 
unknown carvers.  This display is just part of 
a nearly week long event that includes over 
30,000 sporting collectible items available 
for viewing, buying, and trading. 
ALL EVENTS OPEN TO PUBLIC
•  April 25–27: Room-to-Room Trading (All 

Day)
•  April 27 –28: 11:00am Guyette and Deeter 

Decoy Auction
•  April 27-28: National Call Makers and 

Collectors Competition and Display

•  April 28-29: Public Tabled Sales Event: 
Friday, 2-7pm & Saturday 9am-2pm; 
Pheasant Run Resort MegaCenter

 -- Display of Antique Midwest Miniature 
decoys

 --  Display of LaCrosse, WI Area Fish 
Decoys

 -- Display of Vintage Fish Traps
 -- Display of Vintage Shot Shell Boxes
 --  Display of Vintage “Lake Poygan” 

Shooting Boxes 
 -- McNair Family Decoy & Folk Art Exhibit
 --  Contemporary Decoy Carver Displays 

& Demonstrations
 -- Continuous silent auctions
 -- Free identification and appraisal service

 The Midwest Decoy Collectors 
Association is a non-profit organization 
whose purpose is to collect and preserve 
the history of the decoy as original American 
folk art. As the largest gathering of its kind, 
the North American Vintage Decoy and 
Sporting Collectibles Show is the premier 
opportunity for the novice, antique dealer or 
experienced collector to network and learn 
more about the decoy as functional folk 
art or to add to their collections. For more 
information, please visit midwestdecoy.org.

Vintage LaCrosse, Wisconsin Fish Decoys “School” 
into the 52nd Annual North American Vintage Decoy 
& Sporting Collectibles Show in St. Charles, IL
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BUYING STANDING TIMBER & CUT LOGS
Timber purchased using the Select Harvest Method

Licensed timber buyer, walks through the 
process with you steop by step. Good Forest 

Timber is a fully insured, bonded company & an
 Illinois Forestry Association member.

309.579.3000
www.goodforesttimber.com

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
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Monday – Thursday 
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Friday and Saturday 
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Monday – Saturday 
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309-925-2607
22461 IL Rt 9, Tremont, IL 61568

Like us on

TURKEYS ALL DAY LONG
By Mark Kayser

WILD TURKEYS HAVE DAILY ROUTINES 
INVOLVING EATING, BREEDING, DUSTING 
AND LOAFING. A HUNTER CAN ENABLE 
SUCCESS BY LEARNING A BIRD’S 
SCHEDULE.

 Wild turkeys lead busy, detailed lives 
with refined daily routines. If you doubt 
that statement you’re hindering your 
turkey-hunting success before you ever 
head afield. Take time to study wild turkey 
routines hour-by-hour, however, and you’ll 
put yourself on the road to a springtime, 
turkey dinner.

SUNRISE: WILD TURKEY SET-UP
 Most states allow hunting a half hour 
before sunrise, so be in the woods early. 
How early? Since you’ll be traipsing within 
spitting distance of a roost and placing a 
decoy, I recommend getting to the blind 
at least 30 to 45 minutes prior to legal 
shooting light.
 Turkeys don’t have superior night 
vision, but they do recognize danger in 
the dark. The form of a slinking predator 
before fly-down may cause the disruption 
of a wild turkey’s routine. Birds may clam 
up and sail well past their typical landing 
zone.

WILD TURKEY SUNRISE SETUP:
 This set-up includes preseason 
scouting and a well-devised ambush plan. 
Locate a reliable roost site – one the birds 
use often – and set up a ground blind 
when you’re sure the birds aren’t in the 
area. A blind set up a few days prior to 
your hunt provides the flock with plenty of 
time to accept it. Remember, turkeys may 
change roosts as spring progresses and 
food preferences change, so monitor your 
roost site with diligence.

BLIND LOCALE: USE THE SUN AND 
LANDING ZONES
 Your ground blind should be 
overlooking the landing zone or in a 
location turkeys will move to after hitting 
the ground. Have the shooting window 
facing away from the rising sun. You want 
the blinding rays behind you to increase 
visibility and keep you hidden. Be sure 
to bring along a realistic decoy and don’t 

overcall on a sunrise set. A few soft yelps 
minutes prior to turkey fly down will focus 
a gobbler’s gaze in your direction.

MORNING TO MIDMORNING: FOOD 
SOURCES
 You’ll likely hear gobbling on the 
roost and some after the flock hits the 
ground, but the uproar can decelerate 
rapidly in the morning hours. Why? There’s 
a lot going on. First and foremost, the 
birds have been up in a tree for possibly 
10 hours or more. The turkeys will be 
hungry. After hitting the ground, grub 
becomes a high priority, especially for 
hens. Gobblers, on the other hand, have 
other amorous activities swirling in their 
brains. They engage in nonstop strutting 
to impress any willing hens into breeding. 
Oftentimes the only sound a gobbler will 
make for several hours after fly down is 
spitting and drumming.

DETERMINING WHERE WILD 
TURKEYS FEED
 This courtship and need to hit the 
groceries can make for a quiet morning, 
but it doesn’t mean you can’t rile a tom. 
Just as you scouted for a roost-site setup, 
you need to know where the birds feed 
and where longbeards are likely to strut 
along the way.
 Since these areas can fluctuate 
slightly from day to day and especially 

week to week, you may 
or may not be able to 
establish a permanent 
ground blind setup. You 
may have to stay mobile. 
Nevertheless, attempt to 
beat or circumnavigate 
the flock to their morning 
feeding area if the roost 
setup fails. Once you 
relocate, you’ll have two 
choices: You can either 
wait and ambush the birds or use calls to 
lure them in close.
 Ambushing turkeys may seem unfair, 
but lots of scouting, patience and luck 
go into a successful setup. Flocks have 
favorite feeding sites and, if you unravel 
their pattern, you can stake a blind and 
just sit back and wait.
 If you prefer calling, place a decoy or 
hide in enough cover to cause a turkey to hunt 

for you as you call. Use subtle calls to start 
a conversation. If the gobbler ignores your 
yearning yelps, crank up the intensity and 
consider a series of fighting purrs to grab the 
attention of even the most stubborn of toms.
NOON: WILD TURKEY LOAFING, 
DUSTING, NESTING CHORES
 The middle of the day can mean an 
end to your hunt if you live in a half-day 

Article continued on page 103
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This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks of  
Nov 14 - Dec 28; however, it does 

not include all actions taken by the 
Office of Law Enforcement. 

REGION 1 – Captain Laura Petreikis 
District 1 – Sgt. T. Petreikis (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, 
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson & Whiteside) 
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri cited an Andover man for failing to 
check his traps at least once per calendar day. 
He was trapping during the open groundhog 
season and caught a fox in a live trap. 
MERCER COUNTY 
CPO Francisko patrolled Mercer County 
during the first firearms deer season. Multiple 
citations and written warnings were issued 
for violations including having an uncased 
firearm in a vehicle, poaching an 8 point buck 
without an either sex permit, illegally using 

another person’s permit to tag a deer and 
call it in to get a confirmation number. The 
illegally harvested deer meat was donated to 
a charitable organization so the meat did not 
go to waste. Charges are pending in reference 
to an out of state hunter poaching a deer. That 
hunter did not possess a non-resident hunting 
license, habitat stamp or any permits required 
to legally harvest a deer in Illinois. 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 
CPO Francisko patrolled Rock Island County 
during the first firearms deer season. Multiple 
citations and written warnings were issued 
for violations including the placement of salt, 
food or bait in areas where deer are present, 
firearm deer hunting within 300 yards of an 
occupied dwelling, and failure to tag deer 
immediately upon kill. 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
CPO Beltran investigated a TIPS complaint 
of a man who left his deer after he shot it 
and returned a short while later. The caller 
stated the man had abandoned the deer 
after shooting an 11 point buck. Upon further 
investigation, it was discovered that the man 
did not have a string or zip tie to fasten his 
tag to the deer so he went back to the house 
to get one. He waited a short while to allow 
other hunters to get out of the field as to not 
disturb them. He returned and tagged the 
deer properly. A written warning was issued 
for failure to immediately tag. The hunter had 
several zip ties in his pack for the next deer.
WHITESIDE COUNTY 
While sitting on top of one his favorite OP’s 
in Whiteside County during the hours of 

darkness, CPO Palumbo observed a car driving 
slowly down a remote road surrounded by 
prime wildlife habitat. The occupants of the 
car then began shinning lights out of both sides 
of the car, searching the trees and surrounding 
fields. CPO Palumbo conducted a traffic stop 
on the vehicle and ultimately discovered a 
loaded, uncased .22 rifle. Citations and written 
warnings were issued to both the Fenton 
passenger and the Erie driver for use and aid of 
vehicle to hunt, shining from a vehicle, hunting 
from a roadway, and NO FOID card. The rifle, 
ammunition, and light were seized. 
CPO Palumbo discovered a deer camp in 
Whiteside County where hunters from 
Chicago were hunting over bait, failing to tag 
deer correctly, and not reporting the harvest. 
Citations and written warnings were issued to 
three of the four Chicago hunters. 

District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties: 
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam 
& Winnebago) 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Jansen completed a deer hunting 
investigation involving two brothers that 
began early this year. The investigation led 
to the seizure of an 11-point buck skull cap, 
antlers, and cape from a taxidermist. One 
brother was issued 2 citations for loan or 
transfer of a permit, the second brother was 
issued 10 total citations. 

PUTNAM COUNTY
While on patrol in Putnam County CPO Finn 
observed, a vehicle parked near the road. The 
vehicle appeared to belong to a deer hunter. 
CPO Finn walked into to the woods to find three 
men working on a ladder deer stand. CPO Finn 
could determine the men had been hunting 
earlier that morning. One hunter had all 
required license and tags. The second hunter 
(first hunter’s 20 year old son) did not have any 
license or tags. Third hunter (first hunter’s 15 
year old son) had no licenses or tags. CPO Finn 
observed the first hunter to also have a loaded 
sidearm with him. After an interview it was 
determined the father would receive a citation 
for possessing a firearm during bow season 
and warnings for allowing his sons to hunt 
without the proper licenses and tags.

District 7, Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: 
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, 
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Warren & Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
While working a detail in northern Fulton 
County, CPO Thompson located a group of 
hunters in the field. Three individuals were 
riding UTV’s and it appeared they were 
looking for a downed deer. A short time later 
the UTV’s emerged from the field and entered 
the roadway. CPO Thompson stopped one of 
the UTV’s and noticed an untagged deer in the 

BULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!

(309) 342-0044
gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

New & Used Guns • Black Powder 
Supplies • Catalog Orders

Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years

ZANCHA’S GUNS & AMMO
BUY • SELL • TRADE

AREA’S LARGEST STOCKING GUN DEALER!
Glock Stocking Dealer, Henry Gold Dealer . . . 

We Carry All Major Brands!
Find Lots of Accessories & Reloading Supplies:
Brass, Bullets, Powder, Primers, Shot & Wads

217-873-6567
108 EAST STATE ST., LOVINGTON IL 61937

guns@zanchasguns.com • www.ZanchasGuns.comM-F: 10am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com

217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!



52 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” April 2017

bed of the vehicle. The driver said he had shot 
the deer earlier in the afternoon and just forgot 
to tag it. A short time later another hunter from 
the group pulled up to the location of the stop. 
CPO Thompson located two deer in the bed of 
the man’s pickup truck. The man said he shot 
one and the landowner shot the other. After 
a short interview, the man admitted he had 
shot both deer in the bed of his truck and used 
the landowners permit. The two unlawfully 
taken deer were seized and donated to the 
Sportsman Against Hunger Program. Citations 
were issued. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO VanZant cited a subject for hunting over a 
baited area and not wearing the required blaze 
orange during shotgun deer season. 
CPO VanZant cited a subject for illegally 
taking a deer with a .22 rifle at night from 
his vehicle. The subject was issued citations 
for unlawful hunting from a vehicle, unlawful 
hunting between sunrise and sunset, hunting 
without permission of landowner, hunting from 
the roadway, transport of uncased firearm in 
vehicle, and illegal take of deer. 
WOODFORD COUNTY 

CPO Gerard cited a subject for unlawfully 
hunting deer without a valid firearm deer 
permit, unlawfully hunting over bait(cracked 
corn), failure to wear blaze orange, and 
hunting with 00 buck shells instead of slugs. 

REGION 2 – Captain Brett Scroggins 
District 2 – Sgt. Rich Riedel (Counties: 
Kane, Lake & McHenry) 
KANE 
CPO Kelley, after receiving a baiting tip from a 
local businessman, located an area baited with 
pumpkins, corn and apples in Algonquin Shores. 
While watching a large buck and several does 
eat at the pumpkins, CPO Kelley saw the buck 
shot with an arrow. The buck went down, 
regained its footing, and ran away. CPO Kelley 
was able to contact the man who shot the deer. 
After looking for the deer, which could not be 
located, CPO Kelley issued the man a citation 
for hunting over bait and a written warning for 
hunting without permission. 
McHENRY COUNTY 
CPO Schreiber arrested a subject for unlawfully 
hunting deer without permission. The subject 
was hunting a piece of property that he did not 
have permission to hunt and shot a nice 170 
class 15 point buck. The subject then tracked 

the wounded deer onto another property, which 
he did not have permission from, and was 
encountered by a legal hunter checking his trail 
cameras. The second landowner was notified 
and wished to pursue charges, however, the 
landowner whose property the deer was on 
was not happy but did not wish to file charges. 
The subject had removed the deer and taken the 
head to a local taxidermist to have mounted. 
Instead, the subject was charged for his offense 
and the deer rack filed for forfeiture. 

REGION 3 – Captain Jim Mayes 
District 11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds 
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby) 
COLES COUNTY 
While patrolling, CPO Moody observed an 
untagged buck hidden in a shed. The man 
returned from hunting 20 minutes after shooting 
hours on his ATV with an uncased and loaded 
firearm strapped to his back. When questioned, 

the man initially denied shooting any deer so 
far in the season. The man finally admitted to 
shooting the 8 point buck the previous night 
and not tagging it so he could shoot another 
one. The rack was seized and the meat was 
to be donated. The man received multiple 
citations and written warnings. 
MOULTRIE COUNTY 
CPO Greuel cited a Wisconsin man in Moultrie 
County for deer hunting with an unplugged 
shotgun. Subject was also issued several 
written warnings. 

District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson (Counties: 
Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, 
Macon, McLean, Piatt & Vermilion) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Wright received a commercial fishing 
complaint on Clinton Lake. CPO Wright 
is working with several people on tips 
that will hopefully result in an arrest for 
commercialization of aquatic life.

Police . . . continued
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Sgt. Williamson spotted a Clinton man hunting 
deer during the firearm season without 
wearing any blaze orange. During the stop 
and interview Sgt. Williamson learned of a 
Waynesville man that had hunted the same 
property the day before and shot a 13 point 
buck in DeWitt County and tagged the deer 
with McLean County tags. Both men were 
issued citations for their violations. 
IROQUOIS COUNTY 
CPO Reeves,CPOT Ausmus, and CPO Viverito 
were working night hunters during shot gun 
deer season. The CPOs noticed a suspicious 
pickup truck driving slowly. The occupants of 
the vehicle were shining lights from the vehicle 
illuminating fields. The stop led to the arrest 
of two Kentucky men, yielding 13 wildlife 
citations and a DUI arrest. Two spotlights and 
a loaded 243 rifle were seized. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Cottrell located a North Carolina resident 
trespassing and shot gun deer hunting on 
private property without permission in addition 
to being in possession of an unplugged shot 
gun. The man was cited for the violations. 

REGION 4 – Captain Jamie Maul 
District 9 – Sgt. Mark Wagner (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler) 
BROWN COUNTY 
Sgt. Wagner received a complaint of a subject 
shooting a firearm from an ATV. Sgt. Wagner 
was close to the location and was there within 
minutes. Sgt. Wagner observed a subject with 
an uncased gun riding a lawnmower along the 

edge of a cornfield. The subject was dragging 
an untagged deer. 
PIKE COUNTY 
CPO Blazinic checked a non- resident firearm 
deer hunter who was not wearing a blaze 
orange vest, did not possess a non- resident 
hunting license, habitat stamp, had an 
unsigned permit, and was hunting 52 minutes 
past legal shooting hours. 

District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone (Counties: 
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard, 
Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
CPOs Bettis and Thornley arrested a subject 
for theft of another person’s deer head. The 
subject who stole the head then reported it as 
his legal harvest of his own. 
MENARD COUNTY 
CPO Swance patrolled his district and 
discovered an area that appeared to be baited 
with turnips. Further investigation found several 
skinned furbearers and several fresh killed deer 
carcasses. Contact was made with the property 
owner who admitted putting out the turnips 
and placing the deer carcasses for coyote bait. 
However, he could not account for how all 
the deer died and did not possess any of the 
required documents required to hunt or trap. 
The investigation and citations are pending. 
MORGAN COUNTY 
CPO Wichern and CPOT Snodgrass obtained 
information that a Sangamon County bow 
hunter received medical attention for cutting 
his arm while field dressing a 10 pt deer 
harvested in northern Macoupin. After a 

short interview it was determined the hunter 
harvested the deer prior to purchasing an 
archery permit or a hunting license. Citations 
were issued for both violations and the 10 
pt deer rack was seized as evidence. CPOT 
Snodgrass located a needy family in northern 
Macoupin County and donated the deer meat. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Swance and CPOT Snodgrass responded 
to a hunting without permission complaint in 
Sangamon County. The landowner complained 
of shooting onto her property. The Officers 
found several tree stands that had been 
baited with liquid bait, corn, apples and grain 
blocks. While gathering photos and evidence, 
the Officers located the hunter. The hunter 
admitted to placing and hunting over the 
bait. He was also in possession of landowner 
permits he was not qualified for. He had not 
purchased a required hunting license or habitat 
stamp. Citations and written warnings were 
issued. The hunter, who was cited previously 
for the same issues, now has a court date. 
CPOs Cochran and Snodgrass conducted 
firearm deer enforcement on opening weekend. 
The morning of opening day the CPOs were 
checking on several known baited stands on 
City of Springfield property. One hunter was 
located and out looking for a downed deer. 
The hunter was carrying a 12 gauge shotgun, 
wearing his blaze orange, but appeared very 
nervous when CPO Cochran made contact. The 
hunter stated he was out looking for an 8 point 
buck he had killed but was unable to locate it. 
The hunter stated his friend was also in the 
field assisting him in the search for the buck. 
CPO Cochran asked if he had killed anything 
else. The hunter stated he did not kill anything 
else. CPO Cochran already knew he had killed 
another deer because CPO Snodgrass had 
located an untagged doe on the back of a side 
by side and a pile of bait in front of the stand. 
A brief interview with the subject revealed that 
the subject killed a doe and shot at an 8 point 
buck that morning, forgot to tag the doe before 

moving it, and admitted to killing a 10 point 
buck over a different baited stand 3 weeks 
earlier. The hunter was cited for 2 counts of 
unlawful take of whitetail deer, 2 counts of 
hunting over bait and unlawful placement of 
bait. He was given a written warning for failure 
to tag the whitetail doe immediately upon kill. 

District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker (Counties: 
Bond, Clinton, Madison, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Randolph, St. Clair & 
Washington)
MADISON COUNTY 
Sgt. Wagner, CPO French, CPO Lentz and 
CPOT Tripp completed an investigation from 
an anonymous tip received nearly a year 
ago. CPO French was provided information 
concerning the illegal harvest of a 9 point 
buck by individual from Mississippi. The 
investigation resulted in seizure of the deer 
and several citations issued to the Mississippi 
hunter and another subject from Granite City.
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Rolfingsmeier, while working firearm deer 
season, caught two hunters hunting on railroad 
property and both hunters were also not 
wearing the required blaze orange. Citations 
were issued for hunting without permission 
and written warnings were written for not 
wearing the required blaze orange. 
WASHINGTON COUNTY 
CPO Charles was on patrol in Washington 
County and discovered two hunters were 
hunting over bait. One hunter had a container 
of deer cocaine still in the blind with him while 
hunting. The other hunter was in possession 
of an unplugged shotgun. Neither hunter had 
the required blaze orange clothing. The hunters 
were cited for their violations. CPO Charles 
was on patrol in Washington County and found 
two hunters that were hunting over bait. The 
first hunter was not wearing blaze orange 
while in the deer stand. The second hunter 
had harvested a 9 point buck and only had one 
valid deer permit for Washington County. The 
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hunter had not tagged the deer but had drug 
the deer from the edge of the wood line to the 
outer edge of the field. The hunter had a loaded 
shotgun still and was up in his deer stand when 
the Officer approached. The deer was seized 
as evidence and meat was donated to the 
Sportsmen against Hunger program. 

REGION 5 – Captain Tim Daiber 
District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens (Counties: 
Edwards, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jefferson, Perry, Pope, Saline, 
Wayne, White) 
GALLATIN COUNTY 
CPO Schoenhoff scouted for deer bait prior 
to the hunting season and found a shooting 
house with piles of corn in the area. During 
the 1st firearm season a hunter was found 
hunting the shooting house with corn still 
located in front of it. After making contact 
with the hunter it was observed he was not 
wearing a blaze orange hat. Subject was cited 
for unlawfully hunting over bait and issued a 
warning for failure to wear blaze orange as 
required during firearm deer season. 
CPO Schoenhoff cited an out-of-state hunter 
for hunting whitetail deer while revoked, 
unlawfully hunting without a valid hunting 
license, unlawfully hunting without a valid 
deer permit. A 14 point buck was seized. 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Johnson observed 2 deer hanging at 
a residence in Pope County. He observed 2 
vehicles, with Georgia plates, parked at a 
residence. The CPO knocked on the door and 
a subject was hurriedly reporting deer harvest. 
CPO Johnson asked about the deer and the 
subject stated him and his wife killed them in 
Saline County. The subject was nervous and 
was asked how he got the deer back from the 
field. The subject paused and said in his truck. 
No blood was observed in the truck bed. CPO 
Johnson observed blood on an ATV. After a 
further investigation the subject admitted to 
killing the deer on his property in Pope County 

but using a Saline County permit to report the 
harvest. The 2 subjects were cited for unlawful 
possession (x2) and failure to tag both deer 
(x2). They were issued written warnings for 
falsifying a harvest report, unlawful take of 
deer, and using a Saline County permit to take 
deer in Pope County. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Schoenhoff received a report of hearing 
rifle shots in an area where Florida residents 
were seen hunting. After arriving at the 
location of the complaint, 2 processed deer 
were found. The hunters admitted to harvesting 
the deer and failing to report the deer before 
10 p.m. the same day of harvest. Two citations 
and a written warning were issued for failure to 
report harvest of deer by 10 p.m. 

District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt (Counties: 
Clay, Crawford, Effingham, Fayette, 
Jasper, Lawrence, Marion, Richland, 
Wabash, Wayne) 
CRAWFORD COUNTY 
CPO Taylor checked a hunter from Ohio hunting 
during shotgun deer season. The hunter had 
killed a 9 pt buck and tagged the deer with a 
resident firearm tag with his name on it. After 
an interview the hunter admitted to living in 
Ohio and purchasing resident hunting licenses 
and either sex bow permits, either sex 
muzzleloader permits and either sex shotgun 
permits. The subject was issued 5 citations 
and given a mandatory court date. 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
During the first firearm deer season CPO Compton 
and Roper worked Fayette, Marion, Shelby and 
Effingham Counties. A total of 8 citations and 
7 warnings were issued during the three days. 
A 10 point buck was seized that was taken 
unlawfully by a Florida hunter. We responded to 
multiple hunting without permission complaints 
that did not result in enforcement action. 
LAWRENCE COUNTY 
CPO Taylor received a complaint of a hunter 
that killed a deer on state property not 
opened to hunting. CPO Taylor met with the 
suspect and he said he killed a 9 pt buck on 
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the property and used his ATV to retrieve the 
deer. The subject was issued 2 citations and 
the deer was seized. 
CPO Taylor received a phone call from a hunter 
stating he lost his head tag with the Confirmation 
number off of his 17 pt buck. While assisting the 
hunter in getting his confirmation number, CPO 
Taylor discovered the hunter had purchased the 
deer permit after legal shooting hours on the 
same day. The subject stated he killed the deer 
earlier and went and purchased a deer permit 
and tagged the buck. The subject was issued a 
citation with mandatory court date and the buck 
was seized. 
MARION COUNTY 
While on routine patrol in Marion County, 
Officer Compton and Officer Roper observed a 
harvested 10 point buck hanging at a residence. 
Upon inspection of the deer it had no valid 
whitetail deer permit affixed to it. It was 
discovered the deer was harvested by a non-
resident from Florida who only possessed a non-
resident, antlerless only deer permit for Fayette 
County. The deer was harvested in Marion 
County where the subject had no valid deer 
permit. The 10 Point Buck was seized by Officer 
Compton and Officer Roper. The meat from the 
deer was given to a local deer processor to 

donate the meat to a local food bank. 

District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor (Counties: 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, 
Perry, Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek charged a subject with unlawfully 
killing a large 8 point buck with a shotgun 
loaded with buckshot. The deer head, cape, and 
firearm were seized. The meat was donated 
to a local food pantry. The unlawful harvest 
occurred in the Shawnee National Forest 
MASSAC COUNTY 
CPO Somers arrested a Kentucky man for 
falsification of residency, falsification of 
department records, unlawful take of a 9 
point buck, unlawful attempt to take 10 point 
buck, possession of a shotgun capable of 
holding more than three shells, transport of 
an uncased firearm and uncased bow. The 
Diamond compound bow used was seized. 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
Sgt. Taylor cited hunters for hunting without 
a valid hunting license, possession of an 
unplugged shotgun, unlawfully hunting with aid 
or use of bait, unlawfully hunting without a valid 
deer permit and unlawfully hunting too close to 
an inhabited dwelling (179 yds from house).

Spring Lake 36th Annual 
Bass Tournament
April 22 & 23, 2017

Peoria Sportsmen’s Club

Sign up starts at 5pm
Chicken Fry

Dinner to Follow
Please contact the Peoria Sportsmen’s Club at 

6404 Bass Rd., Manito, IL 309-545-3007
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Dwight Hill • (217) 429-6642
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Motorcycle
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Imports

NEW & REBUILT BATTERIES
Discount Center • 543 N. Van Dyke

Free Installation • “A Battery for Every Need”

Midwest Leading Battery & Accessories 
Supplier to the Outdoorsman!
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by Roland Cheek
www.RolandCheek.com

 Ted Potter writes: “I certainly wouldn’t 
expect you to remember who I am, but I 
purchased one of your books at Barnes and 
Noble in Kennewick, Washington a couple 
of months ago. I’m the fellow who grew up 
being a neighbor to the Brash family. . . .
 Of all the colorful people who tramped 
the land that is now the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness, none were as colorful as the 
family Brash. It all began back in the 1930s, 
when the area now comprising most of 
“the Bob” was made up of the South Fork, 
Pentagon, and Sun River Primitive Areas. Guy 
Brash, young wheat farmer from Spangle, 
Washington, loaded a couple of horses 
and his wife, Dolly, in an old farm truck and 
headed to Montana to go elk hunting. 
 Guy and Dolly wandered the land 
along the crest of the Rockies for a month. 
Wandering that country on autumn elk hunts 
became a yearly tradition. When they had 
children, Gene and Gary accompanied their 
parents on the annual wilderness elk hunts. 
When the children married and had children 
of their own, those children came to know 
and love the Bob, too.
 Gene Brash, who later turned into the 
best mule packer the forest service ever had, 
once told me:  “When I was a boy, we only 
had two horses, so we walked everywhere 
we went.”
 Later, the family owned a string of 
buckskin rodeo horses, some of which went 
on to become bucking stock in National 
Rodeo Finals.
 Russ Baeth, long-time outfitter in the 
Bob Marshall and a good friend of the Brash 
bunch, told me the entire family seldom 
worried about anything. “Whenever they 
got ready to go hunting, Roland, they’d 
catch whichever horses was closest to the 

house—whether they were broke, or not.”
 And Gene said: “By the time we loaded 
‘em in a truck and hauled ‘em 300 miles, then 
unloaded ‘em, turned ‘em upside-down and 
nailed shoes on ‘em, saddled and packed ‘em 
for a couple of days into the heart of the Bob, 
they were still didn’t know what happened to 
‘em, but they was broke.”
 In his letter, Ted Potter writes: “The Brash 
Place was right on the transition from the 
Palouse type soil to the scabrock and stunted 
tree area around Cheney. Their’s was not 
the best place to farm, so they had kind of a 
combination farm and cattle place. They were 
farming with horses long after everyone else 
had gone to tractors, and even after they had 
machinery, it was usually broke down or about 
to break down. They were a colorful lot.”
 “Guy Brash,” according to Ted, “didn’t 
worry much about seeding time, or anything 
else which ruled the lives of most farmers. He 
was laid back and took things as they came.”

Ted said the last time he saw Guy was in 
1965, shortly before he died of cancer. Guy 
was in a lounge in Cheney, living it up. “He’d 
quit smoking but had a cigarette behind 
each ear and had an unlit one hanging out 
the corner of his mouth.”
 Apparently the Brash outfit descended 
from tough stock. Ted Potter again: “Guy’s 
mother was a small little lady. One time in 

the late 1940s, when she had to be in her 
late 70s or early 80s, she was out loading 
up a hay wagon and fell off and broke her 
back. She crawled nearly a quarter mile 
back to the homestead. As I remember it, 
she recovered quite well.”
 Ted Potter should write a book about 
the colorful Brash family.

“I have written 18 books, Buy them online at ebay.com. Check out my 2 blogs: 
Campfire Culture is devoted to outdoors adventure & Mountain Musing 

humorous random thoughts.” RolandCheek.com
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quality products available in the 
metal marketplace.
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 Shooters with exposure to military 
surplus rifles and related calibers knew 
about corrosive ammunition that was once 
readily available at bargain prices. The 
trade-off was the necessity to thoroughly 
cleanse the bore, since prompt removal of 
the primer salts residue prevents barrel 
bore corrosion that adversely affects 
accuracy. Black powder use had much the 
same condition: bore washing was - the 
sooner, the better.
 Modern non-corrosive ammunition 
doesn’t leave salts in the bore, so some 
time between shooting and cleaning won’t 
have bore damage being a consequence 
related to primers, but residues are still 
present that must be addressed. Just 
because the primers don’t leave corrosives 
doesn’t ensure that metal residues like 
bullet copper jacket smears, lead, and 

other base jacketing metals can’t corrode 
or rust. Contact of dissimilar metals in 
the presence of oxygen and moisture 
can cause corrosion by galvanic reaction 
(current generation between different 
metals, like inside a battery) etching or 
sympathetic corrosion/rust. Combustion 
also has moisture formation (see the 
tailpipe dripping in the winter) and is 
known to condense inside the bore and 
chamber area of firearms if the fumes are 
not allowed to naturally dissipate before 
closing the action. Immediate closure, and 
even worse - placing into a closed case, 
traps the dampness inside the barrel and 
colder section at the chamber end where 
the opportunity to form rust inside will be 
discovered after it is too late to prevent. 
Internal parts can also be affected by 
condensation, rain/snow, and dunking. 

Accumulated crud (powder residue, 
lubricant, field debris/chaff/dust, feathers, 
blood, gun case stuffing and lint, for 
examples) may not have much corrosive 
potential (apart from the blood, that is) by 
itself, but the wicking and absorption of 
moisture and unduly delayed evaporation 
may allow underlying metals to become 
stained by etching or pitted by corrosion.
More severe examples will be created 
when a thorough soaking or dunking is 
not promptly remedied, so if you require 
a temporary boat paddle, remember that 
it just might retain water and need more 
than draining and spraying with WD-40. 
If you have an emergency, by all means, 
do what is necessary, but then avoid 
unnecessary delay toward remediation. 
Realize that it is the sooner, the better, 
for removing river bottom gunk from the 
firearm internal recesses. 
 One unfortunate example had been 
used as an impromptu prop rod to keep 
the off-balance hunter from enjoying a 
cold swim. He did turn it upside down to 
drain the water, but a synthetic stock with 
a snug recoil pad (working like a cork) kept 
the residual water from quickly draining 
or evaporating. The owner said a week 
elapsed prior to bringing the unfortunate 

specimen around, and once inside, it 
really showed. 
 The rusty stock nut protested coming 
loose, the inside of the stock was tinted 
orange from the rust vapors, and the 
action spring tube interior was heavily 
pitted. Those first few examples were 
the worst of the situation, but the action 
spring tube roughness was beyond 
polishing to rejuvenate. A cavity might 
be filled, but a rotted tooth- you might not 
even be able to cap.
 A similar situation is well documented 
in the first 
picture set 
that has a 
rusty recoil 
pad screw 
which could 
possibly bind 
or adhere 
to wood 
fibers and 
damage the 
hole during 
removal. The buttstock screw also 
seen is hopefully not as likely to have 
a similar effect where the washer and 
wood contact - that is - if the screw 
washer hasn’t rusted tight to the screw. 
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If the screw shank has a snug fit in the 
hole or a substantial bloom of rust, the 
binding action of such a length could be 
overwhelming. Note the lower view of 
the stock shank that had gotten adhesion 
in the tapered stock hole; the bright rust 
lumpy sections were exposed by leaving 
the top surfaces inside the shank cavity 
or by manipulation of the wood rotating 
and sliding off, scraping some incidental 
surfaces and exposing fresh color. That 
gun had been fire damaged and sprayed, 
so there was fire chemical exposure 
included with the water component. If the 
threads of a stock retaining screw rust into 
a shank or frame, the disassembly effort 
may be quite serious if no easy access is 
available to penetrant soak the threads 
by removal of the trigger assembly, for 
example. 
 Some assemblies require stock 
removal to continue disassembly of 
the frame and 
mechanism (like 
the Ithaca 37), 
so if rust busting 
fluids cannot 
easily access the 
thread area, the 

stock bolt removal may fail and/or require 
stock cutting or drilling of access holes 
for spray nozzle tube contact. An attempt 
should first be made to break off or drill /
machine away the screw head, if possible, 
to forgo damaging the more expensive 
wood in order to possibly save the less 
costly screw. Extreme deterioration of 
the bolt head or screw slot may interfere 
with proper tool contact retention, so 
a non-normal socket size or especially 
strong and fitted blade may be needed to 
improve chances of bolt or screw removal. 
This image has a prime example of such 
a difficult situation. The slot deformity 
happens to be on the “tightening” clock-
wise direction, so some slippage occurred 
during a previous assembly.
 When the first look inside a frame 
is similar to 
this next image 
set, there is no 
doubt that the 
gun’s owner 
was a lubaholic- 
wanting to 
grease and oil 
the insides and 
make weed 
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Sales, Delivery 
& Installation

217-523-7233
Jim Moscardelli, Owner

moscarsafes@hotmail.com
2122 North Grand Ave, East • Springfield, IL 62702

OPEN 7 DAYS!
Tutt’s is a complete supply 
store for fishing, camping 

& much more…

Right next to 
MILLE LACS LAKE

27358 State Highway 18 
Garrison, MN 56450 

320-692-4341 
Fish@TuttsBait.com 
www.TuttsBait.com

chaff have an opportunity to stick around. 
Such heavy applications are also noticed 
in the lower image: the action spring and 
follower gleaming with crudded lube and 
the magazine follower having a sufficient 
coverage of field debris.
 This image composite is special and 
has been made into a positive/negative to 
show the 
expanse of 
r e t a i n e d 
muck that 
didn’t push 
out during 
f o l l o w e r 
r e m o v a l . 
Note that 
the excess lube application never made it 
to the magazine tube interior. The loose 
crud was removed by solvent and brush 
application, but a film of rust coated the 
tube interior that was not budging from 
power application of stiff scrubbing 
metal, so abrasives were applied to polish 
off the oxidation. Moisture evidently was 
retained and failed to evaporate promptly, 
possibly due to leaving the shotgun inside 
a case directly after a hunt. 

 That is 
exactly the 
situation that 
happened to 
the shotgun 
f o r e a r m 
shown in 
this last 
image set. 
The hunter 
kept placing the gun inside a soft case 
and storing overnight every day for a 
week. The plastic forearm was beginning 
to adhere to the mag. tube and barrel 
cylinder, so more delay, more havoc. 
The ends of the multi-slot section show 
considerable orange rust stain evidence 
that could have been lessened by more 
careful storage. Also note the sections 
of rust coating the magazine tube at the 
section covered by the barrel gas cylinder. 
Remnant moisture trapped without easy 
evaporation, plus renewed air exposure 
daily kept feeding the reaction.
 Consider these examples and carefully 
plan your cleaning. Unnecessary delay may 
have unique consequences, so make the 
choice to keep your possessions reliable.
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 I really can’t remember what sparked 
my interest in fly fishing so many years 
ago. I’m sure it had to be something 
like the American Sportsman or Jerry 
McKinnis on The Fishin Hole but whatever 
it was started a life-long passion for me.
 It was just a matter of making the 
switch or at least the idea of expanding 
my horizons into fly fishing. I grew up a 
bullhead fisherman and I loved it so but I 
knew that there was something missing.
 It wasn’t soon after I got my driver’s 
license that I knew the time was right to 
finally explore the world of fly fishing. I was 
able to head to the  local store and buy 
myself a fly fishing outfit and I did just that.
 Keep in mind that when you can go and 
buy a complete outfit that includes the rod, 
reel, line, leader material, and a few flies 
for about thirty bucks, you probably have a 
crude outfit, and it was, but it was a start.
 Living here in Illinois you probably 
have already figured out that the Bluegill 
would be my first target in the world of fly 
fishing. In the beginning my biggest goal 

wasn’t trying to catch fish but just to cast 
the darn thing.
 Through trial and error, I managed to 
figure out the casting technique and even 
began to catch a few fish. I knew I was 
hooked from the very beginning and a whole 
new world of fishing opened up for me.
 While several species of fish have 
now come into play since that very first 
day on the lake with my flyrod I have never 
lost my affection for chasing bluegills with 
the long rod. These days my equipment is 
much better and the flies more attracting 
and life-like. 
 Fly fishing for bluegills and their 
sunfish cousins can be as technical as 
you want it to be. But when the fish begin 
moving into the shallows and staging 
for the spawn the fishing can be pretty 
simple, almost easy at times.
 Now keep in mind that Illinois is not 
known for its big bluegill, at least in the 
way of public waters. There are a few 
locations out there but unless you find 
them on your own, your chances of getting 

another angler out there to tell you 
where they are, is slim. If you are 
after bigger fish then your local 
farm ponds will give you the best 
opportunity. Techniques are the 
same.
 Once the fish have moved into 
the shallows you can bet on a few 
things. Typically, the smaller fish will 
control the shoreline while the bigger 
fish will be just off the shoreline, say 
in three feet of water or more.
 Daily checks of your water 
are important especially early on in the 
Spring. Incoming fronts can drop water 
temperatures and temperature drops of 
just one degree can change the movement 
of the fish. In the early Spring season 
fish can move in and out of the shallows 
several times until water temperatures are 
to their liking.
 For the sake of argument, we will say 
that the fish have begun staging and you’re 
ready for attack. What’s the basic gear?
 My outfit is simple. I prefer a 4-weight, 
floating line. Leaders are about  7 ½ feet 
with a very light tippet at 2 lbs.  The light 
rod and tippet offer great play in fighting 
the bigger sunfish.
 I begin to look for shoreline cover 

that offers protection for the fish. You 
can also of course sight fish at this time.  
Overhanging bushes along the shoreline 
are also attractive to fish. 
 Early on when the fish have just 
moved in I prefer a wet fly for the fish are 
just beginning to get aggressive but it 
is still a little too soon for them to take 
surface flies or poppers. 
 I prefer a black ant but there are a 
host of trout nymph patterns that will do 
the job. Slowly work the fly through the 
middle of the column. Keep the fly a little 
higher and off the bottom. You can add 
a touch of weight if you get impatient 
waiting on the fly to slowly sink but there 
is really no need since you are fishing 
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13001 Recreation Area Dr • Hudson, IL 61748
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www.McleanCountyIL.gov/parks

FLY FISHING FOR BLUEGILL 
By Kevin Wright
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relatively shallow water.
 Many fishermen would rather fish 
topwater flies and will actually wait it out 
until the fish begin to take those surface 
flies. Why do this? Your missing some 
great action. 
 A two-fly rig will get you fish and 
at the same time will tell you when the 
fish are beginning to hit surface flies 
or poppers. Simply tie on a popper and 
then a foot or so below that tie on nymph 
pattern as a dropper fly. This way you will 
catch fish on the nymph and then know 
exactly when the fish are near the surface 
when they begin to strike the popper. The 
popper can also serve as a strike indicator, 
or bobber if you will, when a fish takes 
the nymph. Once the fish begin to actually 
strike the popper then you can rid yourself 
of the dropper fly if you so wish.
 Keep in mind that during this time of the 
season you are not limited to just bluegills. 
You will more than likely catch sunfish 
hybrids, red-ears and crappie and maybe 
even a bass or two all in the same location. 
 Once the spawn is over and the 
waters begin to warm all these species of 
fish will disperse into their own summer 
hideaways and typically that means 
deeper water. Gear and tactics take on a 

completely different look at this time.
 What a way to start a fly fishing career 
then with bluegills. The fishing doesn’t have 
to be technical at this time of the year and 
you will catch fish. Get a few bluegill under 
your belt and you will soon be chasing 
bass or heading off after rainbow trout. Fly 
fishing will change your world.
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 You wouldn’t think a 3 x 3 main frame buck would give too many 
hunters a case of buck fever, but this deer taken in Oklahoma, would 
probably give even the most seasoned hunter a good case of the shakes.
 This buck, a reported wild whitetail, grossed 214 inches with 46 
inches of mass and a total of 37 scorable points. It doesn’t get much 
better than that!
 You just have to love all that mass, what a unique looking trophy!
We would love to see trail pictures of this brute to see what he looked like 
before he was harvested. It will be quite some time before another 3 x 3 
holds a candle to this big guy!
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A NEW INNOVATION IN 
LURES – The Flick Fly 

By Dan Gapen, Sr.

This is a Two Part Article Series
 I owe the readers of ASO an apology. 
Many of you may have read in other 
publications about the two new lures 
Gapen’s have created. They’ve become 
the hottest lures Gapen’s have ever 
created, at least the greatest since my 
Father, Don Gapen, gave birth to the 
Muddler Fly. These two lures, the Spin 
Bee and the Flick Fly, have been the tool 
which helped ‘Bobber’ Anne, and myself 

discover a bottom zone structure in 
rivers, never before exposed. In this issue 
and the next issue of ASO, I’ll attempt 
to divulge all we’ve learned about  how 
effective these lures are, how to work 
them, where to work them, and why they 
do so well. We’ll bring it to light with 
diagrams where these bottom river zones 
are, and why they are so important to the 
angler. We explain why these lures have 
become the artificial bait which catches 

roughfish.
 “Set the hook! Dan a hognose sucker just inhaled 
your 1/16 oz. Spin Bee then instantly blew it out” 
proclaimed my fishing partner Bobber Anne as she 
studied the underwater camera monitor.  
This was the fourth time such an action had occurred 
since we began fishing the Monticello power plant 
outlet an hour ago.  It was obvious that lure weight had 
a negative effect on the rough fishes reaction when 
feeding on the Spin Bee.
“Anne it seems suckers and carp are brought to the 
bees flashing tail spinner, and find makeup of the lure 
attractive enough to eat it but their sensitive inner 
mouth is rejecting this bait due to its weight.   “I’ve an 
idea!  When we get home today I’m going to tie a fly 
with a tail spinner to see if that works.”  I commented 
as I reeled in to inspect and reset my Spin Bee.
 This newly designed lure had proved itself over the 
past three years of testing.  Smallmouth Bass, Walleye, 
Crappie, Trout, Bluegill, even Northern Pike and White 
Bass had all eagerly attacked our new creation.  When we developed a 1/32 oz. size, 
suckers and carp became victims.  Those rough fish were attracted by the Spin Bee, 
but there wasn’t a consistent strike pattern by their interest.  Maybe, by lessening the 
weight, and allowing the lure to float, it would create a lure which would cause the 
rough fish to hold onto the lure longer.
 Why would it be necessary to develop a bait, especially an artificial, which would 
catch rough fish?  Isn’t the development of Carp chubs reason enough?  In Europe Carp 
fishing has become the number one fishing sport. I’d like my readers to think about 
a couple facts.  In North America there are 56 species and subspecies of suckers.  
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OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY
Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides

Members Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

Hard to Find . . . Easy to Deal with, worth the Hunt!

GUNS GALORE
GUN SALES & REPAIRS

Most Major Brands
Over 35 years Gunsmithing experience!

CENTRAL ILLINOIS GUN HEADQUARTERS

217.732.3871
Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 & Saturday 10 - 2

1205 Woodlawn Rd. • Lincoln, IL 62656 • On Old Rt. 66 • Rt. 10 & 121

BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!

Dan with Flick Fly 
caught sucker
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Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

Nowhere else in the world are there near 
this many.  In China there are seven, and 
Siberia there are 4 species of suckers.
 Did you know that redhorse suckers 
often break water like a Rainbow Trout 
when hooked; that hognose suckers will 
put up a pound for pound fight similar 
to that of a Salmon or Bass.  And did 
you know that Redhorse suckers are 
excellent eating.  How do I know that?  
Let me explain.
 As a young lad growing up in Ontario 
wilderness we ran sleigh dogs in the 
winter.  Suckers were the preferred 
food, along with Oatmeal for their food.  
The suckers were cut into 3 pieces, a 
hundred at a time, and dropped into an 
open 55 gallon barrel where water had 
been added.  Next one hundred pounds of 
oatmeal were added.  This mix was then 
boiled as fire was added beneath the 
barrel.  Often more cut up suckers had 
to be added.  Oatmeal was obtained for 
$2.00 a hundred pounds.  Suckers were 
speared at the mouth of mission creek 
as it entered the Nipigon River near our 
fishing resort.  Often, as our broad spear 
blade descended, there’d be the odd pike, 
whitefish or redhorse sucker collected.  

These, except for the Red horse would 
end up as dog food.  My Mother always 
insisted I save the red horse to be made 
into fish patties which were frozen, and 
stored for family food later in the winter.
 How mother gained the knowledge 
I’m about to make a guess at, but I don’t 
really know.  Both mother and my father 
Don Gapen, inventor of the Original 
Muddler fly, grew up on the Gunflint 
Trail in Northeastern Minnesota near the 
Canadian border.  There’d always been 
a hint that sucker meat had been used        
during winter months for sleigh dog food.  
Where, how, and why remained unknown 
until mother made the first request for me 
to save a batch of speared Redhorse.
 “Son I want you to filet those suckers 
just as you’d do a walleye.  Don’t worry 
about all those feather bones.  I’ll show 
you how to get rid of those“, mom went 
on.  Show me she did!  I was instructed to 
cut the white sucker fillets into long one 
by one, full length strips.  These were then 
run through on old fashioned hamburger 
grinder twice.  With this accomplished 
mom hand formed many a number of 
patties. Friday evenings throughout the 
winter, the family would dine on this extra 

special treat.  Once concocted with mother’s special 
batter, browned and served with mash potatoes, 
baked beans, dinner became a meal  fit for a king.  
What amazed me most was the whiteness of the 
redhorse sucker meat.  
 I’d like to tell you the rich white meat tasted like 
Crappie but more likely I’d compare mothers sucker 
patties to Walleye.  And, there were no bones, not 
a single one!  The hordes of feather bones suckers 
are noted for, had completely disappeared by the hot 
Crisco grease they were fried in.  
 I was ten years of age when I first recall eating mother’s special fish patties.  Of 
course my exposure to this treat had begun earlier in life during the winter we brought 
our first sleigh dogs to live with us.  That first winter father mixed his concoction of 
Oatmeal, and suckers for dog food.  Dad always bragged that his dogfood made our 
dogs stronger, heavier in hair coat, and a healthier body. The fish only diet given to 

Osage Trophy Blends are carefully engineered by our team of wildlife 
biologists, seed experts, hunters, and farmers. We have taken all of this 

environmental knowledge and passed it to you through 
Osage Trophy Blend. Osage Trophy Blend is proud to 
offer many different blends for Wildlife Food Plots. 

A seed mixture of perennial legumes and annual forage brassica 
to be planted by any deer & turkey hunter, land manager, or wildlife 
enthusiast to feed, nourish, and hold preferred wildlife game species.

Proven to have a faster germination rate over competitors!

Osage Trophy Blend – Manager:  Bobbi Wilson
Call: 660.383.2051 • email: bobbiwilson@seedguys.com

ORDER TODAY:  OsageTrophyBlend.com

Flick Fly caught Catfish

Grinder Sucker Fillets
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The Flick Fly ... continued
the Natives dog teams saw them develop 
thinner coats of hair , and a loss of body 
weight by spring. 
 Two days after the discovering that 
suckers were rejecting our Spin Bees Anne 
and I returned to the power plant discharge.  
This time a series of wet fly patterns 
had been tied with small nickel spinner 
attached.  We were ready!  Using a 3/4 
weight fly rod with a yellow Sally style tail 
spinner Wet Fly we began new tests.
 With my newly tied fly attached to 
Anne’s underwater video lens her camera 
was lowered in place. Within 30 second 
we had three lookers, all Smallmouth Bass.  
Two passes by one of the Smallies saw a 
larger fish smack the new fly, and hook up.  
While I fought the Bass Anne continued to 
operate the underwater camera.
 “Dan, there, just downstream from 
your Bass, are two Carp, and a herd of 
suckers indulging a couple redhorse 
suckers.  Hurry! Get that Bass on”, 
came an excited announcement from my 
camera lady.
 With the two pound Smallie netted, 
and released our new fly was once again 

CHECK US OUT - WE’RE #2!
Separation Lake on the lower portion of the English River System was ranked #2 

of the 15 Hot Spots from 4 Providences. “Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.” 
Finishing well ahead of all high dollar fly-in camps. 
By Outdoor Canada Fishing/2005 Jake MacDonald.
Fishing & Hunting Lodge Packages:

Full American Plan, VIP Cottages, Light housekeeping, 12 campground sites 
with private access to the water.

Moose, Deer, Bear, Grouse & Waterfowl Hunting Packages

SEPARATION LAKE LODGE
Box 499 • Carthage, IL 62321

Winter Phone: 217.357.3069 • Summer Phone: 807.224.4537
www.separationlake.com

MENTION THIS AD AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT!

Drive, boat or 
fly in . . . it’s your 

choice! Only lodge on 
the lake! Excellent 
fishing all season!

Northwestern Ontario, Canada
Trophy Canada Fishing At Its Best!

attached, then lowered behind the 
camera lens.  As the lens entered the 
Benthic Zone three red horse suckers 
raised in on the Flick Fly.  The leader 
sucked it in, its mouth working in an 
accordion fashion.  Two minutes later a 
sucker hit the net.
 Next month I’ll go into working 
Walleye, Trout, Pike, Muskie, Bass, 
Salmon and the Striped Bass species on 
FLICK FLYS.
 Until then I want you to RELAX, 
SAVOR, and ENJOY our great outdoors.  
It’s yours to save for future generations.
 To receive a NEW Instructional 
brochure on the Flick Fly write to Gapen’s 
at 17910 87th St Becker MN 55308 or 
call toll free at 877-623-2099.

Sucker with Flick Fly

Beautiful 8-point buck 
harvested by Jim Welter on 
Nov. 5th, 2016 in Woodford 

County, Illinois. This was the 
first buck harvested on his 

own property after improving 
habitat and passing up 
smaller bucks. Yet more 

proof if you manage your 
herd you can have great 
results. The buck scored 

162 2/8 gross with 159 3/8 net. 
Thanks to Jim for sending 

us these great pictures.
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PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk

Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!

Northern Wisconsin’s

NEED AMBITIOUS COUPLE 
TO TAKE OVER!

•  Cabins, boat, canoe & kayak rentals, snowmobile 
& ATV trails

• Known for excellent walleye fishing
• Guides available
• Spring & Fall hunting opportunities
•  Full bar & restaurantr, Home of the Wanna Burger, 

serving the greates homemade pizza!
• TURKEY HUNTING!

N5909 Dam Road • County Road G • Winter, WI 54896

715.266.5141 • wannigan.info

RENT A CABIN BY THE DAY OR BY WEEK!

Close to Hayward, the Chippewa Flowage 
& many other Great Recreational Lakes & Rivers.

EXCELLENT FLY FISHING FOR MUSKIE & 
BASS ON THE BEAUTIFUL CHIPPEWA RIVER!

Are You Ready for 
The RV Lifestyle?
By Jason Houser
 If you have ever wanted to take up 
RVing, now might be the time. Whether you 
just want to use your RV on the weekends, 
a snowbird, or use your RV year-round, 
there’s an RV to suit your needs and budget.
 With more and more people reaching 
retirement age, there are bound to be more 
people taking to the road with their motor 
homes, RVs or travel trailers. The Recreation 
Vehicle Industry Association recently 
reported that nearly 8 million American 
households have an RV, motor home or 
travel trailer and that there are as many as 
30 million RV enthusiasts in the U.S.
 Traveling the country and seeing 
the sights in an RV offers many benefits 
for travelers seeking an affordable and 
exciting way to spend quality family time. 
According to one study, a family of four 
can save almost 75% traveling by RV over 
more conventional travel. And with almost 
16,000 campgrounds in the US, there’s a 

site to fulfill everyone’s vacation fantasy, 
whether it’s an oceanfront view, hiking 
trails, hunting, fishing, NASCAR and other 
outdoor recreation opportunities.
 A large part of the RV appeal is that 
there really aren’t any rules.  You can go 
wherever you want, whenever you want. 
But it helps to have a solid travel plan in 
place. If you know where you’re heading, 
you can determine the route that will offer 
the most interesting sights.
 Look in travel guides, contact tourism 
boards in states you’ll be passing through, 
and search the Internet.  The internet is 
loaded with tons of information.
 Make sure to bring the correct road 
maps, but I recommend a good GPS system.
Carefully designing the route you’ll be 
taking before you hit the road will make it 
easier to do spur-of-the moment things like 
checking out that caught your eye while 
traveling, or suggestions you were given 

along the way.
 During your pre-trip 
prep, in addition to working 
out what needs to be in the 
RV, put together a thorough 
checklist of things to do 
when setting up at an RV 
campground.
 There are the basics:
• Locate all campground 
connections
• Make sure your RV is level
•  Properly hook up your 

water, gas and electric 
systems

 Don’t forget comfort concerns, like 
making sure you packed your favorite CDs 
and DVDs, and of course comfortable chairs.
 Equally important, you should have a 
second checklist of things that have to be 
done to break camp and set up your RV for 
departure.
 Always make sure you have a fully 
stocked first-aid kit, and keep it in an 
outside storage compartment.
 Your RV first-aid kit should include 
basic medical supplies:
• Bandages
• Ointment
• Over-the-counter pain reliever
• Insect repellant
• Scissors
•  An emergency supply of must-have 

medications
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• Paper and pens
•  A disposable camera in case you have to 

take photos of an accident site.
• Cell phone and charger
 If you don’t feel up to the task of 
putting together a first-aid kit yourself, an 
extensive range of ready-made first-aid kits 
is available for purchase.
 Don’t forget to include a list of important 
contact information, including family 

members, doctors, insurance agents, etc.
 If your RV travel includes children, 
make sure to set aside time during the day 
for outdoor activities.  Kids will begin to 
feel confined, and be ready to get outside.
 It is important for the children to have 
their own designated area.  This will be 
great for toys and their belongings.
 RV travel is a unique opportunity for 
your children to see new and different 
places and faces. There are often plenty of 
other kids at campgrounds – but be sure 
to walk around a new campground with 
your children when you first get settled 
there. They need to know how to find your 
campsite and navigate the RV grounds. If 
you plan to bring pets, you should check 
first to make sure they are allowed where 
you will be parking.
 When in doubt, ask another RV 
traveler.  Even if you are an experienced 
RV traveler yourself, there is probably 
someone else that has already done 
what you want to do, fixed something 
you haven’t, or knows of a cool place you 
should visit. No matter how much you think 
you know about the RV lifestyle, there’s 
probably an RV campsite you don’t know 
about, a piece of equipment you should 
have, but don’t, or a funny story that you’ll 
be talking about for years.
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2017 NWTF WHEELIN’ SPORTS-
MEN PHEASANT HUNT
By Shae Birkey
 This year’s disabled hunt for the 
Wheelin’ Sportsmen group was another one 
to remember.  My four year old and I spent 
the chilly late February morning helping 
coordinate the incredible guides and dogs 
from Spoon River NAVHDA, as well as 
the various other volunteers and veteran 
disabled hunters of all ages and from across 
the State. It was another one for the books 
as the smiles and comradery I saw in each 
field proved another successful event.  
 This year’s event consisted of eight 
hunters and over a dozen volunteers that 
donated their time, dogs, and UTVs/ATVs 
to making this event a success.  Jeff 
Yergler donated his own incredible hunting 
preserve (perhaps one of the largest 
remaining tracts of land in Tazewell County 
of its kind), ATV, clubhouse, and a delicious 
pheasant noodle lunch.  The NWTF 
Wheelin’ Sportsmen and Central Illinois 
Strutters NWTF Chapter donated money to 
pay for birds and dedicated their members’ 

time and equipment to the cause.
 Some of these folks hadn’t hunted 
pheasants in over 30 years and others had 
never hunted them before. The combination 
of UTVs and ATVs coupled with some top 
notch pointing dogs and some great shooting 
on the hunter’s part made for a memorable 
day hunting.  With weather in the 40’s it was 
a wonderful day to be outdoors.
 I’m reminded of a few things 
whenever I participate in such an event.  
Perhaps first and foremost, we should 
always count our blessings for living a 
healthy life and being able-bodied.  Some 
of these folks were born with disabilities 
and others became disabled later in life 
because of traumatic events and/or 
illness.  I’m also reminded of just how 
resilient the human spirit really is.  I’ve 
been privileged over the years to hunt 
alongside and guide some incredibly gifted 
individuals.  I’ve watched people bounce 
back from traumatic, life altering injuries 
staring pain and uncertainty dead in the 

face and showing the world that they can 
do what anyone else can do—and often 
times better than most anyone else can 
do it.  I’m humbled to be in the presence 
of such strong human beings and I realize 
just how much I take so many seemingly 
simple things in life for granted. Meeting 
individuals with these disabilities reminds 
me of how lucky I am and it also reminds 
me how much of a healing agent the 
outdoors can be.  .  . 
 If you know of someone with a 
disability who might be interested in getting 

connected/reconnected to the outdoors 
through incredible hunting experiences 
of all kinds then please send them to Lisa 
Davis, State Director for this group.  Lisa 
was awarded the 2017 NWTF Wheelin’ 
Sportsmen Volunteer of the Year award—
and for good reason! For more information 
about the IL Wheelin’ Sportsmen group, 
please check them out on Facebook.  
 For more information about the NWTF 
Central Illinois Strutters Chapter please 
them out on Facebook.
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IGOLD
2017

BE THERE IN SPRINGFIELD
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH

Illinois gun owners are not going away!
Join us in Springfield to protect your Second Amendment rights. 

Let the politicians know where you stand by marching with
thousands of other gun owners on the Illinois state capitol. 
Reserve your personal day, vacation day, paid-time-off day

— WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO DO TO MAKE THE DATE!

PRAIRIE CAPITAL CONVENTION CENTER
Doors open at 10:30am. Take your seat promptly at 11:30am. 

Program starts at 11:45am.

Visit www.igold.isra.org

ILLINOIS GUN OWNER LOBBY DAY
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 My second home for some time 
has been Kentucky Lake and more 
precisely the area from the Blood River 
on down to the Big Sandy. This borders 
two states Kentucky and Tennessee. 
They have a reciprocal agreement that 
on a Kentucky license you can fish 
all the way down to the 79 highway 
bridge and on a Tennessee license 
you can fish all waters up to the Blood 
River but cannot go into the Blood. 
Which allows you to fish all the small 
inlets and coves out on the main river 
which is the massive Tennessee.
 This area is roughly three times 
Lake Shelbyville and is only the lower 
third of this massive lake which I am 
told due to its strange shape and sheer 
size is the only lake that is viewable 
from the moon.

 The seasonal temps seam to run 
about three weeks ahead of central 
Illinois where I reside. This means that 
when Lake Shelbyville and Clinton 
Lake have crappie hitting the bank. 
Kentucky Lake is three weeks earlier. 
The Cleveland Pears and Dogwoods 
are everywhere down here and cover 
the landscape with their snow white 
foliage. My absolute favorite time to 
be here.
 Here is how we attack this 
lake during the spawn. I have been 
targeting drop-offs in the 20-30 ft. 
range now since December and 
believe me I love this style of fishing. 
But now the water temps have risen 
past 58 and the length of daylight has 
grown significantly. This has brought 
the crappie up onto the massive flats 
that have scattered stake beds in the 
six to twelve ft. range.
 We now do a complete change-
over of equipment. I have been using 
my shorter stout rods to fish the heavy 
1/4oz. Deep Ledge Jigs I am so proud 
of. This style is all about electronics. 
Now I break out the rods I use to attack 
stake beds and shallow brush.
 We use a two pronged attack 
for fishing shallow. First of all we 

MAX’S
COINS & FIREARMS

“SEE THE ROUND MAN FOR A SQUARE DEAL!”

GOLD & SILVER IS AT AN ALL TIME HIGH...
TURN THAT OLD JEWELRY INTO CASH!

OPEN M-F 9-5 • SAT 9-2 or by Appointment

217-774-4748
141 E. Main Street • Shelbyville, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS • 20+ YEARS OF SERVICE EXPERIENCE
Service on most Outboards, Mercruiser Sterndrives • Minnows, Fishing Equipment & More in Stock!

use our B n’ M BGJP 12ft. rods to 
pull alongside the stake beds and 
pendulum our 3/32oz. jig across the 
top of the stakes to get any aggressive 
crappie up on top. Then we get out our 
slip bobber set up, the same set up I 
use on Shelbyville during the summer.

KENTUCKY LAKE SLABS

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve Welch
(217) 462-7257
(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

2017 Tohatsu Motors are in!

 I rig these slip bobber rods as 
such. First I use 14lb. Fireline Crystal 
braided line down to a barrel swivel 
with a 1/4oz. weight above the barrel 
swivel. Then I use a short leader 
around 10-inches of 12lb. fluorocarbon 
line and a light wire number two hook, 
slightly bigger than at Shelbyville but 
hey the fish are a lot larger. Then I put 
on a large lively minnow.
 If this rig gets hung up you simply 
pull the hook straight and bring it in. 
This rig hardly ever breaks. This keeps 
you off the shallow brush with the boat 

Mike Wilhelm and Tony Niebur with 4 of their biggest from their trip on 
Kentucky Lake on 02/03/17--the largest at 15 inches.

Me trying to hold up a 3-man 90 fish 
stringer of crappie from my guide 

trip on Kentucky Lake on 02/04/17.
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1st ANNUAL CRAPPIE BASH
LAKE SHELBYVILLE OPEN BUDDY
$1000.00 FIRST PLACE PAYOUT

SPONSORED BY SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB
Visit www.springfieldcrappieclub.com for applications and tournament results

SATURDAY MAY 20TH, 2017 • 7:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
7 CRAPPIE, 10-INCH LIMIT

WILBORN CREEK RAMP
ENTRY FEE $100.00 PER BOAT

PAYOUT: GUARANTEED
1st - $1000.00
2nd - $500.00
3rd - $300.00
4th - $200.00

PAYOUT - 4 SPOTS FOR THE 1st 25 BOATS. 
1 SPOT FOR EVERY FIVE BOATS AFTER THAT.

OPTIONAL BIG CRAPPIE POT
($10.00 PER BOAT EXTRA)

100% payback

MARINA’S ARE OFF LIMITS
Participants may be required to take 
and pass a TRUTH TEST before any 

prize is awarded.

Applications on line at 
www.springfieldcrappieclub.com

For further information 
call Jerry Jallas at 

217-741-3835

JIMBO’S JIGS
Home of  the “ Crappie Knocker” Hand-Tied Hair Jig

Phone 618-670-5740 • www.jimbosjigs.com
Owner: Ron Law - Email: jimbosjigs@aol.com • Internet and Phone Orders Only

Sparkle Tail The Original

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 2 FREE JIGS WITH ORDER

trying to un-snag your light line rigs. 
Line size hardly ever becomes a factor 
for me.
 You’re going to get to see some 
of the biggest crappie you will ever 
witness. I am depressed if we don’t 
catch a half dozen every day over two-
pounds, plus a ton of fish well over a 
pound. Right now Kentucky Lake is 
experiencing an explosion of the 2013 
and 14 year class fish that are running 
from 11-14-inches. This winter we 
have been getting three limits about 
every trip out. That is 60 over ten-
inches.
 This massive lake runs south to 
north and is fed by the warm water 
coming from Alabama so you can start 
fishing for spawning crappie down on 
the Big Sandy a month ahead of the 
fish up near the dam. I try and stay 
on the pre-spawn bite since these are 
heavy fish for any tourneys I want to 
fish while I am down there. This is why 
this year I am starting at the Fish Tale 
Lodge down on the Big Sandy then 
moving further north to Kentucky Lake 

Cottages in April to stay on the pre-
spawn bite. Hopefully I will get to see 
some 15lb. plus weigh in stringers for 
seven crappie.
We will beat those crappie to death 
then once we get water temps in the 
70 range the lakes huge bluegill and 
Red Ear come in to spawn. This is truly 
a ball if you have not experienced this. 
We use light action rods with a small 
1/4oz. weight on bottom then a circle 
hook slightly above it with a one-inch 
piece of night crawler. Bluegills can 
be tricked into many bait offerings but 
the huge Red Ears are what we are 
chasing. Every year you see fish well 
past two-pounds. We catch buckets 
full of these tasty fish.
 I have plenty of openings on my 
website for the May fishing of both 
crappie and gills. You can go to www.
LakeShelbyvilleGuide.Com and look 
at the open dates then just shoot me 
an e-mail or you can simply call me at 
217-840-1221 cell.
 This four hour drive from Central 
Illinois is well worth it. This lake is so 

massive a guide will really help. I have 
fished it for 30 years and no way have 
I ever been on all of it.

Tony and Niebur and Mike Wilhelm 
showing off their stringer of 90 

crappie, a 3-man limit, from their 
trip on Kentucky Lake on 02/04/17.

Alan Corzine hefting a stringer of 
3-man 90 fish limit of crappie, prior 
to the limit change as of 03/01/17, 

on 02/02/17 on Kentucky Lake.

Kitchen Knives • Hunting Knives • Skinning Knives
Pocket Knives • German Style Scissors • Cleavers

Axes • Swords • Repair Broken Tips

620-635-0292
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 Squeals of delight filled the Lodge. Dozens of kids rushed to the front of the wood-paneled room.  Adults pulled out smart phones to capture 
photo memories to share with family and friends.  The Trumpeter Swan had arrived!
 In late January, the Lodge at Walnut Woods State Park was packed with people from near and far at Des Moines Iowa’s second Swan 
Soiree.  A cheerful fire crackled in the stone fireplace, as several hundred people of all ages learned about 
Trumpeter Swans and their return to Iowa.
 Trumpeter Swans were gone from the state by the late 1880s. Over a century later in 1995, Iowa 
embarked on restoring this magnificent North American bird, one of the continent’s two native swan 
species.  Iowa’s Department of Natural Resources has superb outreach and engagement across the state 
about the restoration of Trumpeter Swans which “Trumpet the cause for wetlands.”  Blank Park Zoo, Walnut 
Woods State Park, and the Dale Maffitt Reservoir were all part of Des Moines’ late January celebration and 
appreciation for the return of the Trumpeter Swan.
 The event kicked off the evening before with a presentation at Blank Park Zoo.  The zoo has been an 
important partner in Iowa’s swan restoration program.  
 During the next day’s all-day activities at Walnut Woods State Park and at the Dale Maffitt Reservoir, 
hundreds of people had a chance to see swans in the wild and learn about the swan’s return to North 

Welcome to the 
ASO BIRD SECTION

Earn $2 per box on your favorite 
Winchester turkey loads

DISCOUNT SALES COMPANY
309-543-9163

discountsale@casscomm.com
Matanza Beach • Halfway Between Havana & Bath, IL on Rt. 78

Long Beard XR and Double 
X turkey ammunition. 

Minimum purchase 1 box & maximum purchase 2 boxes. 
Limit 1 offer per household. Offer is valid on qualifying 
purchases made between Jan. 15, 2017 & May 31, 2017. Offer 
expires and all requests must be received by June 15, 2017.

THE TRUMPET CALL: IOWANS CELEBRATE 
THE RETURN OF TRUMPETER SWANS
by Margaret Smith, Executive Director, The Trumpeter Swan Society.

Above: Dave Hoffman 
of the Iowa DNR holds a 

Trumpeter Swan which will 
be released this spring in 

southern Iowa.
Left: This year’s Swan 

Soiree held in Des Moines, 
Iowa attracted hundreds of 

attendees. A thrilling 
highlight was meeting a 
wild Trumpeter Swan!
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$1.00 off admission
with this coupon

52ND NORTH AMERICAN

Vintage Decoy & 
Sporting 

Collectibles Show 
APRIL 28-29, 2017

Friday: 2pm-7pm • Saturday: 9am-2pm
Pheasant Run Resort • St. Charles, IL

Open to the Public • $5.00 Admission

BUY • SELL • TRADE

325 tables of 
antique decoys, 
shotgun shell boxes, 
calls, fishing lures, 
reels & more

Free Appraisals

midwestdecoy.org
586-530-6586

Midwest Decoy Collectors AssociationAA
Children and adults had a chance 

to meet a Trumpeter Swan “up close 
and personal” at Walnut Woods 

State Park. Dave Hoffman answered 
many questions about swans, and 

everyone who wanted had a chance 
to feel the thick downy feathers that 

keep a swan warm in winter.

Children (and parents!) had a great 
time making keepsake swans using 

pine cones, pipe cleaners, 
feathers, and bead eyes. The 

crafts were organized and led by 
AmeriCorps volunteers.

Throughout the day, participants 
had a chance to see the wintering 

Trumpeter Swans at the Dale 
Maffitt Reservoir.  Spotting scopes 

were set up to view the swans in the 
far distance. 

Kids also had a chance to learn 
how birds eat, while testing out bird 
techniques using household items.

America after near extinction.  The rapt audience learned about Iowa’s efforts closer to 
home to restore wetlands for water quality, flood control and animal habitat. It wasn’t just 
about swans. Folks also learned how to recognize different bird species even in flight. Photo 
tips for bird photography caught the interest of many amateur photographers.  
 AmeriCorps volunteers led the craft activities which enthralled kids and adults alike.  
Pine cones, glitter, pipe cleaners and feathers were transformed into miniature swans to 
take home. Common tools helped kids understand the many ways birds use their bills and 
beaks to feed.
 The highlight for many was Dave Hoffman, Iowa DNR (and The Trumpeter Swan Society 
Board Vice President), bringing out one of the swans that will be released back into the wild 
in southern Iowa sometime in May.  The upclose and personal experience lasted more than an 
hour. At the Soiree, folks learned many basic swan facts, such as a swan egg is about three 
times the size of a chicken egg, cygnets don’t learn to fly until they are three or four months 
old, and they stay with their parents through their first winter.
 It was a great pleasure for me to talk about 
the return of the Trumpeter Swan to North 
America and to represent TTSS at the Swan 
Soiree. We want to thank everyone involved 
in it, with a big thank you to Dave Hoffman 
of the Iowa DNR who organized the event.  
Sponsors included the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources, Polk and Dallas County 
Conservation Boards, Des Moines Water 
Works, Des Moines Parks and Recreation, 
Walnut Woods State Park, The Trumpeter 
Swan Society, and the Blank Park Zoo. 
 Today, with a slogan of “Trumpeting the 
cause for wetlands,” the Iowa DNR and its 
many private and public partners can take real 
pride that in Iowa there are now more than 
300 summering Trumpeter Swans. Iowa has 
50 nesting pairs. It is estimated that about 
1,100 Trumpeter Swans winter in the state.  
This is truly remarkable considering that more 
than a century ago Trumpeter Swans had been 
hunted to extinction in the state. 
 You too can help make history happen.  
Please visit www.TrumpeterSwanSociety.org 
to learn more about Trumpeter Swans.
 All photos by Margaret Smith.
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279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

(217) 764-5678 

The-bullettrap.com

WELCOME TO 

THE BULLET TRAP!  
Experience state-of-the-art 

indoor recreational target shooting!

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now 

open for business. We carry a variety of 
firearms and accessories.  We also accept 

guns on trade and consignment. 

The Bullet Trap is available for private 
parties and special events. 

THE “CABIN”

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:
Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat 

Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting

Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.
You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

ATTENTION:
Hunters in Fulton, Schuyler & Mason Counties

AFFORDABLE LODGING IN THE HEART 
OF DEER COUNTRY AT THE ...

BOOMERANG
LODGE • BAR • GRILL

ALL-IN-ONE LODGING & BAR & GRILL
104 E. Broadway • Astoria, IL

309.313.2767 • 309.329.2824

“ALW
AYS 

COM
E BACK”

2 LOCATIONS:
3711 Amber • Pinckneyville, IL

618-357-2711

477 Hwy 6 West • Oxford, MS
662-236-7773

Find Details & Pictures of Inventory at:
MooreBrothersAutoSales.com

EXPERT TIPS TO SPOT MORELS AND 
INCREASE YOUR HARVEST
Press Release by Mike Krebill for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources

 As a former science teacher, I taught 
students the concept of a “variable”—
anything that might influence the outcome 
of an investigation. Unfortunately, dozens 
of variables collide when finding morels. 
Here’s how to put more in your basket.

Imprinting
 One way to prepare for the season is 
to look at photos of morels daily. Imprinting 
the morel pattern in your brain will help 
spot them quickly and more often. Put a 
photo on your refrigerator. Stick one at 
your desk or other high visibility area. Find 
images online and print the best photos.

When to Look
 Wait for nature’s signs of spring 
before searching for morels: oak leaves 
the size of squirrel ears; lilacs budding 
and ready to flower; mayapple leaves 
opened up like umbrellas; and flowering 
trilliums, bloodroot, trout lily, Virginia 
bluebells, dandelion, spring beauty and 
columbine. Track the progression of 
morels from Mexico to Canada at: http://
thegreatmorel.com/.
 Whether you want to follow morels 
north with spring, or wait until they reach 
your location, this is a great way to be in 
the know.

Weather, Soils 
and Trees
The chances of 
finding morels 
improve when daytime temperatures 
reach the 60s and nighttime temperatures 
are in the 50s. More specifically, a soil 
temperature of 53 degrees is the time to 
start looking. Variables affecting ground 
warmth include type of soil (well-drained 
sandy soils warm up more quickly than 
clay), the degree that the ground slopes 
and its aspect (whether the slope faces 
north or south), the amount of sun or 
shade, soil moisture and the time of day. 
Soil temperature at one location can vary 
as much as eight degrees a day.
 When everything else is just right, a warm 
spring rain can trigger morel emergence.
 An early warm spell, such as in 2010, 

followed by a cool spell before another 
warm up can play havoc with hunting 
success. If you waited to hunt until after 
the second warming, your chance of 
finding morels diminished. As a general 
rule in Iowa, it is best to start looking 
in early April, and then continue to hunt 
through mid-May.

Where to Look
 Dead elms are often morel magnets. 
Dutch elm disease hit all 99 Iowa counties 
in the 1950s, killing approximately 
95 percent of urban elms. Remaining 
elms produce a prodigious amount of 
winged seeds every spring in a battle to 
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Is your pond ready for next season? 
We can help!

survive, and dying and dead elms are still 
encountered in the woods.
 “Your best luck,” says Dave Layton 
of the Prairie States Mushroom Club, 
“will be where the elm is still dying, or 
has died within the last year.” Such an 
elm will have most of its bark on it, but 
few if any leaves.
 Morels are mycorrhizal mushrooms 
that form a symbiotic relationship with 
many types of trees, including elms. 
In a symbiotic relationship, both life 
forms benefit from the partnership. 
The underground, unseen part of the 
mushroom (the mycelium, a matted 
network of fine, threadlike hyphae) 
connects with the root hairs of the 
tree. The tree provides food as sugar 
manufactured in its leaves, and water. In 
return, the mycelium supplies nitrogen, 
phosphorus, potassium and other 
minerals that improves tree growth.

Symbiotic Relationship Loss Theory
 I have a theory of why morels are 
found around diseased and dying elms, but 
not those dead for more than two years. I 
believe morel mycelia are responding to 

the dwindling health of diseased elms, 
and the consequent death of their own 
connected tissue, by fruiting or sending 
up the above-ground part we call a morel. 
In its pits, morels produce spores that are 
carried by wind, rain and critters to a new 
host, enabling it to survive. An elm devoid 
of bark or that has toppled to the ground 
does not retain the symbiotic relationship 
that attracts morels and is an unproductive 
place to look.

Old apple orchards are another great 
area to hunt.
 It may be that morels push up above 
the soil as the tree declines in health, 
just as with elms. However, apple trees 
take longer to die than diseased elms, so 
old orchards may remain productive for 
a longer time. Morels have been found 
in cider processing piles. Old peach 
orchards may be worth exploring as well.

Morels can also be found near ash trees
 And the black ash of Iowa swamps, 
and the green and white ash of floodplains, 
valleys, hillsides and uplands. With 
the emergence of the destructive and 

exotic emerald ash borer, we can expect 
devastation similar to Dutch elm disease, 
only faster once it takes hold. Ash borers 
loosen the bark on the tree, which quickly 
falls off as the tree dies. If my “loss of the 
symbiotic relationship” theory is correct, 
this should boost the number of morels 
seen in years to come, so ensure you 
learn how to identify ash trees.

Black locust groves should also not 
be overlooked.
 Don’t bypass white pine plantations. 
Morels also grow there. Not to confuse 
the issue, but morels have been found 
near aspen groves, wild black cherry trees, 
shagbark hickories and oaks, in river and 
stream bottoms with cottonwood and silver 
maple and sycamore, near wild grape vines 
and even beneath Osage orange (hedge 
ball) trees. They are also found in disturbed 
areas with limestone and shale.

When times are dry, head downhill.
 Check mossy ground, search the 
base of slopes and thoroughly investigate 

areas with heavy to moderate ground 
cover. It is much harder to see morels 
when ground cover is abundant, but such 
cover can indicate rich, moist soil that 
can be productive for mushroom hunters.
 Former Keokuk High School student 
Elliot Vandenberg, a past student of 
mine, has a knack for finding morels. He 
favors foraging creek and river bottoms 
with sandy soil, seeking areas where 
sunlight hits. He finds morels at the edge of 
woods or fields, sometimes around stumps 
where more light reaches the ground, but 
never deep in the woods. Sunlight is a key 
to finding morels, Vandenberg believes. 
Perhaps its role in raising soil temperature 
makes the difference. Islands are also 
extremely productive, he adds. If an area 
floods, he says it takes two to three years 
before it recovers, so don’t waste time 
searching recently flooded areas.

How to Look: Use the Foveal Groucho 
Marx Stoop
 Michigan mushroom forager and 
noted morel aficionado Garrett Todd 
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SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR NEW
LOCATION!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

believes that we cannot see and recognize 
morels with our peripheral vision. Foveal 
vision, where the view of both eyes 
overlap, is the sharpest, most focused, 
highest resolution part of our gaze. That 
means we will identify more morels, 
he claims, if we concentrate on slowly 
sweeping for them using foveal vision.
 Todd says the time spent looking is 
much more important than the distance 
covered. He is a staunch advocate of the 
1-6 ratio. For every minute of walking, 
we ought to be spend six minutes 
carefully looking. Morels may be hidden 
under fallen leaves or pieces of bark, or 
obscured by vegetation. Use a hiking stick 
to flip over raised leaves or large pieces 
of elm bark, or to move mayapple leaves 
to one side. Remember, morels occur 
singly, but they also occur in groups.
 Before his untimely death from 
injuries when a four-wheeler tipped over 
on him in 2003, Michigan’s Larry Lonik 
was widely regarded as the world’s 
most knowledgeable morel mushroom 
expert. Here’s some of his advice on how 
to look, from his book, MORELS: True 

or False, The Essential Field Guide and 
More. (RKT Publishing, Hazel Park, MI, 
1999.) “If you are not seeing any, change 
locations. Keep moving. Look 10 to 20 
feet away, not directly down. Look for the 
“Christmas tree” shape, particularly with 
black morels.”
 Lonik was famous for his eccentric 
walking style as he hunted mushrooms. 
Crouched down as he took long strides 
forward, this helped in seeing the outline 
of the morel cap against the background. 
He described his “mushroom walk” as 
a Groucho Marx imitation. Nicknamed 
“Tree” because he stood 6 feet 7 inches 
tall, Lonik found Marx’s walking style 
very helpful when searching for morels.
 He also recommended bringing 
children and grandchildren along to join in 
the hunt. Being closer to the ground, once 
they get a feel for finding morels, they are 
likely to spot more than taller adults.
 While Lonik advocated shape 
recognition, other productive and fast-
paced hunters scan for patterns. Even 
when morels seem camouflaged by the 
background, their pockmarked natural-

sponge pattern distinguishes them from 
the background if you search for it.

Tips for Eating Morels and Staying 
Safe:
1)  Collect morels only from areas away 

from pesticides or heavy metals 
sources.

2)  Do not mix other mushroom species 
with morels when collecting.

3)  Don’t collect morels that look bad such 
as old, discolored or decayed parts.

4)  Do not collect or store morels in plastic 
bags. Morels spoil rapidly in plastic. 
Baskets or mesh bags are best for 
collecting; paper sacks are best for 
storing in a refrigerator.

5)  If you plan to freeze morels, first cook 
them a couple of minutes. Cooking will 
stop bacteria growth.

6)  Always cook morels. They are not safe 
to eat raw.

 For more info on hunting morels, 
check out our Take It Outside, Outdoor 
and Wild Recipes, and We Love Spring in 
Iowa boards on Pinterest.

The Big Taste Grill 
Brats for the Cure

is back!!
Thank you to Johnsonville, 

Kitchen Cooked and Schnuck’s 
for again supporting the 

Susan G Komen Memorial Affiliate 
and the Peoria Race for the Cure.

Friday, May 6 
at Schnuck’s Parking Lot on 
University Street (Peoria), 

serving 11 am – 6 pm

Saturday, May 7 
at Schnuck’s Parking Lot on 
University Street (Peoria), 

serving 11 am – 6m

Saturday, May 7 
Also at Peoria Skeet and Trap Club 

Shoot for the Cure Event (East Peoria), 
serving 10 am – 2 pm

Sunday, May 7 
at Schnuck’s Parking Lot on 
University Street (Peoria), 

serving 11 am – 6 pm
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MIDWESTERN
BUILDING

SUPPLIES, INC.
Where Quality Matters!

THE BUILDING CONTRACTORS’ HEADQUARTERS
3 LOCATIONS:

508 East Pearl St. • Tremont, IL 61568
Phone: 309-925-2911

2800 W. Main St. • Galesburg, IL 61401
Phone: 309-344-9171

240 N. Bower St. • Macomb, IL 61455
Phone: 309-836-8058

Blue Creek Construction
& Landscaping

309-208-5325
www.bluecrkconstruction.com

Landscaping • Concrete Work
Tree Service • Food Plots

51 Eichhorn Rd, Spring Bay, IL 61611
Mitch Atherton

Mitch@bluecrkconstruction.com

EARLY SEASON SUCCESS!
 Greetings to all once again from the BAI! 
We hope you enjoyed the very warm mid 
February and early March before the snow 
and cold returned as much as many bowfishers 
did. The warm spell back in February prompted 
many bowfishers to get their boats ready in 
a hurry and hit the water. And we had some 
of the best early season bowfishing that we 
can remember thanks to our mild winter. 
Northern Illinois lakes were free of ice by the 
second week of February and the sunny days 
attracted many fish to the shallows. Big bowfin 
and common carp were being harvested on 
the Kankakee and longnose gar and suckers 
on the Fox river. In central Illinois Shelbyville 
bowfishers scored big on common carp and a 
few buffalo. Our photos this month are all from 
recent trips. Unfortunately as of this writing 
winter with snow and cold returned, but its 
April and only going to get better fast!

BAI AT CABELAS
 Last month the BAI set up an info booth 
at the annual Spring Fishing Days in Hammond 
Indiana. Many people were able to learn about 
bowfishing thanks to BAI members donating 

part of their weekend to promote our sport. 
Cabelas has been a strong supporter of 
bowfishing and the BAI for many years and 
we enjoy being part of their store events. Our 
thanks to all the BAI members who helped 
teach bowfishing at the event!

APRIL EVENTS
 Our tournament season gets underway 
this month with the annual Spring Kickoff 
Shoot held April 8th out of the 3 Rivers Marina 
in Wilmington Ill. This night shoot starts at 
7pm and ends at midnight. The Spring Kickoff 
has always been a good shoot with clear 
waters and loads of common carp to harvest.
 Next on April 22nd we will hold our 
second annual Spring Cleaning Day out of 
Starved Rock SP in Utica. This is an event 
where bowfishers hit the river and are 
awarded prizes for the amount of trash 
AND trash fish removed from the waters. 
Hundreds of pounds of trash including plastic 
barrels, coolers, fishing line, tires and even a 

truck tool box were removed last year. And a 
few hundred pounds of silver carp were also 
removed while bowfishing. Its a fun event 
where we help clean up the river so many of 
us love to bowfish! For more info please email 
us at baibowfishing@yahoo.com. 

CATFISH BOWFISHING STARTS APRIL 1ST
 For the first time in its history Illinois will 
allow bowfishing for catfish in its waters thanks 
to the efforts of the Bowfishing Association Of 
Illinois and the IDNR. Bowfishing for catfish is 
still restricted to rivers where they may be taken 
commercially. Please check IDNR publications 
for a list of waters you may bowfish catfish at 
the www.ifishillinois.org website.

Traders Unlimited
Commercial

Mike O’Bryan
(309) 635-8901

Property Available
N. Peoria County, IL

352 acres with 40+ tillable, 
timber & pasture.

Nichols Road, Green Valley
6 acre home site. $30,000

17102 N. Mangold Road, Edelstein, IL
NEW! 50 acres w/custom home & nice 
Morton Building surrounded by park

ground and private ownership.  Hundreds
of mature hardwoods! $695,000

Knox County
25-39 acres of hunting ground. 

Close to Oak Run. 
South of Trivoli (Peoria County)

Hard to find 19 acres near Trivoli. Ideal
remote home site or affordable tract of

hunting ground.(309) 687-5069

3622 N. Knoxville
Peoria, IL 61603 The Most Marketing for Your Property!

commercialpeoria.com
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Your #1 stop for closeout and overstock Fishing Tackle

FAT HOG TACKLE COMPANY

Visit www.fathogtackle.com

• Weekly Specials
•  Don’t miss out on these great prices.  
• New products arrive daily. 

Enter ASO10 on the website to 
receive a 10% discount!

BAI NEWS
By Ed DeVries
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Improper fit of the electronic collar is 
one of the leading reasons for problems 
in the training process.
 So you’ve done your research and purchased 
the e-collar that you think is the right one for your 
dog. The day has come, and you’re ready to begin 
training. You turn the collar on, strap it on your 
dog and start pushing buttons to figure out what 
level he can feel.
 Low and behold -- nothing happens. So 
you turn the dial up and nothing happens. You 
turn it up again -- still nothing happens. You’re 
hanging onto Fido’s leash, and he’s taking you 
for a drag-along tour of the property while he 
snuffles the grass and follows every crooked 
path through the yard.

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
dogbamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

• Proven Breeding Stock
• Excellent Hunting Drive
• Excellent temperament
• Health tested parents

LABRADOR PUPPIES

PROPER FIT OF E-COLLAR
 In your dismay you turn up the dial 
again and push the button just as he lifts 
his head to look at you. Suddenly, a yip and 
a jump like some imaginary critter just bit 
him on the behind. Your dog now looks a bit 
worried, and you feel terrible.
 Before you toss the collar back into 
the box declaring “this thing doesn’t work!” 
lets take a look at one of the most frequent 
mistakes new users make when starting 
with an electronic collar.
 Improper fit of the electronic collar is 
one of the leading reasons for problems in 
the training process.
 The nature of an electronic collar is that 
it must fit the dog’s neck properly in order 
to work properly. Inside the receiver box 

that sits on your dog’s neck are components 
(circuit board, battery, antenna) that create an 
electronic stimulation pattern that transmits 
out through ONE of the contact points 
(not both). In order for your dog to feel the 
sensation being transmitted, BOTH of those 
contact points must be in good connection 
with the skin. The skin acts as a conductor 
between the points. It allows the electricity 
to make it from one point to the other, and 
thus your dog can feel the sensation in the 
space between those two contacts.
 That means if the collar is not snugly 
fit on your dog’s neck, there is absolutely no 
sensation being felt at all. Just in the way 
that a human medical TENS (Transcutaneous 
Electronic Nerve Stimulator) works.
 If only one contact pad is placed on the 
humans skin there will be no transmission 
and the human feels no sensation. The 
reason the dog in the example above yelped 
when he lifted his head is because the 
collar that was too loose, likely because 
the handler positioned it low on the neck. 
When the dog lowered his head to sniff the 
ground, the collar slid down the neck toward 

by Robin MacFarlane

the ears, and no sensation could be felt. 
When he lifted his head, the collar slid back 
toward the shoulders, and suddenly both 
contacts points were touching again. At 
this point the level had been turned up way 
higher than was actually needed for the dog 
to feel the sensation.

So how do we prevent this? What is 
proper fit of an e-collar?
 Proper fit means that both of those 
points (or probes as some refer to them) are 
in definite contact with the skin at all times 
regardless of the dog’s head position. In order 
to achieve this type of fit it is important to 
place the collar relatively high on the dog’s 
neck rather than low by the shoulder blades. 
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Morton Animal 
Hospital offers first lass 

veterinarian care to large 
& small animals!

OUR DIAGNOSIS & SUGGESTED TREATMENT PLAN ARE 
CUSTOMIZED TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL PET’S NEEDS & CONDITION.

SERVICES: VACCINATIONS, SURGERIES, DENTAL,
ON SITE LAB WORK, WELLNESS EXAMS

The Companion Therapy Laser offers the latest technology for the 
treatment of Joint & Soft Tissue Pain. Dr. Herm Cares! He is very 

concerned about pain management in pets.

657 W. David St. • Morton, IL 61550 • Open Mon-Sat

309.266.5378 • MortonAnimalHospital.com

Special Care For Your Special Pet
We are dedicated to companion animal 

cremation & burial. You can be assured your 
pet will be treated with dignity & respect.

“We’d like to believe they’ll be with us 
forever. . . and in our hearts, they are.”

Meadow Valley Center
2075 Washington Rd, Washington, IL 61571

(309) 745-3600
DeitersPetServices.com • info@deiterspetservices.com

It is also important to snug the collar strap 
down tight enough so that is takes a bit of 
resistance in order to move the receiver’s 
location on the neck. If the receiver box 
swings freely around the dog’s neck when you 
try to move it, it is on too loose. If the receiver 
box will not budge when you try to move 
it, it is on too tightly. Too tight of a fit can 
contribute to pressure sores being created 
under the contact points. Pressure sores are 
a problem we want you to avoid (and we’ll 
cover it in more detail in another article).
 Another thing to bear in mind about 
proper fit is the length and density of your 
dog’s hair coat. Most e-collars have options 
that allow owners to lengthen or shorten the 
contact points in order to accommodate the 
length of hair the dog has.
 Dogs with average coat (think: 
Retrievers, Border Collie, Airedale, Wheaten 
Terrier, Heeler) do fine with a standard length 
contact point of approximately 5/8 of an inch. 
Dogs with super short coats (Pitbull, Boxer, 
German Shorthaired, Weimaraner) do better 
with a shorter 1/2 inch point or possibly a 
Contact Pad. Dogs with longer coats (German 
Shepherd, Collies, Great Pyrenees) need 
longer points closer to 3/4 of an inch.
 Dogs with extremely dense coats 
(Chow Chow, Norwegian Elkhound) can be 
the most challenging to fit properly. It is 
never necessary to shave a dog’s neck to get 
a good fit, but these dogs can benefit from 
having the hair thinned around the neck to 
make fitting the e-collar easier.
 With the longer and heavier coats, wiggle 
or rake the collar box back and forth a few times 
to separate the hair and get the points touching 
the skin before snuggling the strap down.
 Regardless of coat type, it is important 
to brush the dog regularly (paying attention to 
the neck area) to remove accumulated loose 
hair and skin cells. This keeps your dog’s skin 
and coat healthy, looking it’s best and helps to 
ensure proper contact and fit of your e-collar.

“THAT’S IT. I’M GETTING A SHOCK COLLAR!”
by Robin MacFarlane

POISON TURKEY CALLS
“Give ‘em some poison”

Hand Crafted Wild Turkey Calls
We make 3 inch pocket calls and full size 

3 1/2 inch slate, and glass calls. Made from the 
finest Walnut wood. The Calls are wooden 

pot type calls with a Hickory striker.

CONTACT STAN W. BROWN
309-208-6450

or email at poison@glastel.net

 “NO!” “Stop that!, “Get off of there”, 
“Leave it!”, “Come, get over here, Come 
HERE!” “Quiet. I said stop barking, Quiet!!”
 Have you been using that exasperated 
tone of voice and uttering one of these 
phases at your dog?
 You feel certain Fido ‘Knows’ he should 
not be doing THAT, yet he continues merrily 
on his way with some annoying behavior 
that Is. Driving. You. Crazy. You’re at the 
breaking point (or your wife is, and she says 
you better fix Your dog!)
 So here you are, searching for a shock 
collar because you figure that will finally 
teach the dog to listen and give everyone in 
the house a bit more peace.
 It will. But let me stop you in your 
tracks before you just purchase, strap the 
collar on the dog and start pushing buttons 
when your pooch is “bad”.
 Remote collars are excellent tools. I go so 
far as to say I personally believe they are the 
most humane, versatile and safe dog-training 
tool currently on the market. However, they 
take some knowledge to use them in that 
humane, safe and versatile fashion.
 Don’t worry, you don’t need a doctorate 
degree to use an e-collar, but you do need 
a basic understanding of how a dog learns 
and how the equipment fits into an overall 
plan for training your dog to behave in a 
more polite fashion.
 First off, let’s agree that your dog is 
not misbehaving in order to annoy you. He’s 
misbehaving because what he is doing is 
rewarding for him. It is exactly the same 
reason any of us ‘misbehave’. We drive over 
the speed limit because we feel we have 
a good reason too, or just because we get 
a thrill from it. We eat things that aren’t 

healthy for us because they taste good and 
we over indulge in all sorts of things because 
at that moment in time, it seems like fun.
 Our dog’s motivations are not all that 
different from our own.
 And just like us, dogs can learn to 
behave differently when they understand 
better choices exist. That is what I really 
want you to learn about using a remote 
collar for training your dog. If you use the 
collar to create alternative choices that 
yield better rewards for your dog, you don’t 
have to just apply punishment to that bad 
behavior.
 Let me explain. Let’s say your dog goes 
crazy; lunging, barking and throwing himself 
at the door whenever a visitor arrives. It is 
total chaos, and you find yourself in a full 
sweat trying to drag him to another room 
behind closed doors just so you can let 
the pizza guy in. You are thinking “if I 
get a shock collar I can zap him when he 
goes nuts like that.” The problem with 
this thinking is it might not turn out as 
you hope. You might get a dog that yelps 
and slinks away from the door, but you’re 
going to feel pretty bad about doing that 
to your buddy. Then there is also the 

possibility that rather than a yelp and slinking 
away, your dog will think the pizza guy just 
bite him so he better bite him back!
 Instead of the above scenario, let’s learn 
to use the collar to TRAIN the dog to make 
alternative, more rewarding choices. Your dog 
thinks barking at the pizza guy is either fun 
or he’s doing his job protecting the property. 
If we teach him that going to his dog bed 
(and STAYING there) whenever the doorbell 
rings is a more rewarding choice, he’s happy 
and we’re happy. That is win/win. It means 
learning to use the e-collar as a teaching tool 
rather than a punishment tool.
 Being frustrated may have led you to 
purchase a remote collar, but lets not use it 
while in that agitated state of mind. There is 
a better way.
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 The roughly 150 species of ducks, 
geese and swans that occur around 
the world display an amazing variety 
of physical features and behaviors. 
Across this array of waterfowl, some 
species are more closely related than 
others. Scientists use behavior, anatomy 
and sophisticated genetic analyses to 
classify related birds into groups that 
reflect these relationships. For example, 
essentially all dabbling ducks belong 
to the genus Anas, while diving ducks 
belong to the genus Aythya.
 But even within the same genus, 
scientists can identify subgroups that 
possess greater degrees of ancestral 
relatedness. The “blue-winged ducks” 
are a prime example. This group includes 
three North American species—
northern shovelers, blue-winged teal and 
cinnamon teal—as well as four species 
found in other parts of the world.
 Waterfowlers and other bird 
enthusiasts have likely noticed the 
similar, striking blue wing patches on 
northern shovelers and blue-winged teal. 
Their close relative, the cinnamon teal, 
also has similar wing markings, but is 
less widely known because of its small 
population size and limited range, which 
is largely confined to the Pacific Flyway. 
Closer inspection of the life histories of 
these species reveals amazing similarities 
beyond physical appearance.
 Blue-Winged Ducks of the 
World Seven “blue-winged ducks” 
occur worldwide, with at least one on 
every continent except Antarctica. This 
group includes three small-bodied teal 
(blue-winged teal, cinnamon teal and 
garganey) and four shovelers (northern 
shoveler, cape shoveler, red shoveler and 
Australasian shoveler).

 The northern shoveler is the most 
widely distributed of these ducks, 
occurring throughout North America, 
Europe and Asia. Its southern relative, 
the cape shoveler, is the most restricted, 
occurring only in South Africa. The 
Australasian shoveler, as you can 
probably guess, is found in Australia 
and New Zealand. And if you are ever 
lucky enough to see a male Australasian 
shoveler in breeding plumage, with its 
spoon-shaped bill, iridescent green and 
slate blue head, rusty flanks and white 
facial crescent, there will be no denying 
its relationship to our blue-winged 
teal and northern shoveler. The red 
shoveler is a fairly common duck in South 
America, where it joins the cinnamon 
teal as the only two blue-winged ducks 
found on that continent.
 Interestingly, despite its small 
population size and restricted range in 
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North America, the cinnamon teal is the 
only native dabbling duck that breeds in 
temperate regions of both the northern 
and southern hemispheres. Blue-winged 
teal are largely restricted to North 
America, although individuals regularly 
venture into South America. Its Old World 
counterpart, the garganey, breeds in 
northern Europe and Asia and makes epic 
long-distance migrations to its wintering 
grounds in tropical Africa and Asia.
 The blue-winged ducks share 
several interesting behaviors related 
to migration, foraging, breeding and 
courtship that set them apart from other 

ducks. For example, social foraging, 
which is rare among other waterfowl, is 
common among these species. Northern 
shovelers, whose diet largely consists 
of tiny aquatic invertebrates, often feed 
by huddling with their heads down and 
swimming in a tight circle as they churn 
the water with their feet. This form of 
social foraging, known as “whirling,” 
concentrates aquatic insects and 
plankton on which the birds feed.
 Another hallmark of the blue-
winged ducks is aggressive territorial 
behavior during the breeding season. 
Most ducks have a relaxed form of 
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territoriality, in which they defend their 
mate or some portion of a wetland from 
intruding members of their own species, 
especially females. But the blue-winged 
ducks are aggressive toward both 
males and females of their own kind 
and blue-winged and cinnamon teal are 
aggressive toward one another on the 
breeding grounds. This unique behavior 
may be a consequence of the very close 
relatedness of these species.
 The blue-winged ducks also share 
several interesting courtship displays. 
These behaviors include “jump flights,” 
in which competing males appear to 
leapfrog one another as they jockey 
for position near an unpaired female. 
Another frequently observed courtship 
behavior displayed by males of these 
species is “head pumping,” a repetitive 
up-and-down movement.
 As most waterfowlers know, blue-
winged and cinnamon teal are among 
the first ducks to migrate south in late 
summer and the last to return north in 
spring. In addition, they migrate farther 
south than other North American 

dabbling ducks and the majority of 
both species winter in Mexico, the 
Caribbean and Central America. 
Northern shovelers are also among 
the first waterfowl to migrate in fall, 
usually just behind their blue-winged 
cousins and large numbers of shovelers 
winter south of the U.S. border.
 Despite the many similarities 
between the blue-winged ducks, these 
birds differ from one another in population 
size and geographic distribution. The 
breeding range of cinnamon teal is 
largely restricted to the western United 
States, where they inhabit marshes and 
alkaline lakes in the Intermountain West 
and California’s Central Valley. Although 
locally abundant, their total population, 
which is thought to number about 300,000 
birds, is among the smallest of North 
America’s waterfowl. Given its small 
population size, limited distribution and 
early fall migration, cinnamon teal are, 
not surprisingly, among the most lightly 
harvested of this continent’s ducks.
 In contrast, blue-winged teal and 
northern shovelers are among the most 

abundant, widespread and frequently 
harvested of North America’s waterfowl. 
In 2011, populations of both species 
reached record highs, with 8.9 million 
blue-winged teal and 4.6 million northern 
shovelers tallied in the traditional survey 
area. The majority of blue-winged teal 
and shovelers breed in the Prairie Pothole 
Region of the United States and Canada. 
Large numbers of shovelers also breed on 
vast inland river deltas in Alaska, while 
blue-winged teal are highly opportunistic 
breeders that settle in significant 
numbers on the southern High Plains 
when wetland conditions are favorable 
and occasionally nest as far south as the 
Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coast.
 Why are cinnamon teal not as 
abundant and widespread as their blue-
winged cousins? The answer is not clear-
cut, but because of similarities in body 
size, diets and habitat affinities between 
blue-winged and cinnamon teal, these 
species compete for many of the same 
resources where their ranges overlap. 
Competition can lead to aggression 
and because blue-winged teal are more 

dominant, these interactions appear to 
play a role in limiting the range expansion 
of cinnamon teal.
 Waterfowl are a marvelously 
intriguing group of birds, inhabiting 
diverse habitats throughout the world. 
Knowledge of species relatedness is 
not only interesting in itself, but also 
helps scientists identify shared life 
histories and common—or different—
resource needs among waterfowl. This 
information helps Ducks Unlimited and its 
conservation partners provide habitat for 
multiple species, or conversely, identify 
specific management actions to benefit 
particular species of concern.
 ID CHALLENGE The wings of blue-
winged and cinnamon teal are so similar 
that it’s virtually impossible for trained 
waterfowl biologists to tell them apart. 
If not for their slightly larger size and 
wider and lighter-colored feather quills, 
the wings of shovelers would be equally 
difficult to distinguish from those of their 
smaller cousins.
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WADE BOURNE RECOGNIZED FOR CONSERVATION IMPACT
Late outdoor writer, radio and TV host selected for Wetland Conservation Achievement Award by Ducks Unlimited
MEMPHIS, TN – Ducks Unlimited 
announced the winners of the 2017 Wetland 
Conservation Achievement Awards during 
the 82nd North American Wildlife and 
Natural Resources Conference held in 
Spokane, Washington. This year’s recipient 
in the communications category is the late 
Wade Bourne.
 Wade Bourne’s name is one of the most 
recognized in the outdoors. Bourne was a 
full-time outdoor writer/broadcaster whose 
works have appeared regularly before 
national reading, listening and viewing 
audiences over the past four decades. 
Bourne passed away in December.
 “As a professional outdoor writer and 
broadcaster, Wade educated his audience 
about waterfowl and conservation issues and 
was extremely proud of his association with 
Ducks Unlimited. Wade described himself as 
being ‘eaten-up’ with duck and goose hunting 
for half a century,” said DU Chief Conservation 
Officer Paul Schmidt.
 Bourne was the founder and host of 
the award-winning Wired2Fish/Hunt Radio, 
a syndicated fishing/hunting radio show 
that aired year-round throughout the U.S. 
on approximately 280 stations. Prior to that, 

Bourne hosted In-Fisherman Radio, the largest 
syndicated outdoor radio show in North 
America.
 Bourne was a veteran contributor to 
the nation’s leading outdoor magazines, 
with more than 3,000 published articles. 
He served as an editor-at-large for Ducks 
Unlimited magazine and senior writer for 
Bassmaster Magazine. He also authored 
six books. In 2004, he began appearing 
on Ducks Unlimited TV, sharing his 
waterfowling exploits and expertise with 
viewers throughout North America.
 Recognized as a pillar of outdoor 
communications, Bourne received the 
Southeastern Outdoor Press Association 
(SEOPA) Lifetime Achievement Award in 
2014. This award recognizes those who 
contribute to the membership’s profession 
and craft and who make improvements to the 
organization. Bourne was only the seventh 
recipient of this award in SEOPA’s 50-year 
history. In 2016, he received the Homer 
Circle Fishing Communicator Award from the 
Professional Outdoor Media Association and 
the American Sportfishing Association.
 “Through his work, generations of 
sportsmen and women learned to be better 

hunters and anglers,” said 
Ducks Unlimited Chief 
Communications Officer 
Tom Fulgham. “He taught 
them how to be more 
successful afield. But, more 
importantly, he taught them 
to be better stewards of our 
wildlife resources and our 
outdoor heritage.”
 Ducks Unlimited’s 
Wetland Conservation 
Achievement Awards are 
presented annually in six 
categories to recognize 
individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions 
to the conservation and 
restoration of North America’s wetlands and 
waterfowl. To view a complete list of the 2017 
Wetland Conservation Achievement Award 
winners, visit www.ducks.org/wetlandawards.
 Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world’s 
largest nonprofit organization dedicated 
to conserving North America’s continually 
disappearing waterfowl habitats. Established 
in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has conserved more 
than 13.8 million acres thanks to contributions 

from more 
than a million 
suppor te rs 
across the continent. Guided by science and 
dedicated to program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands sufficient to 
fill the skies with waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. For more information on our 
work, visit www.ducks.org.



April 2017 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” 79

SULLIVAN ILLINOIS
 Sullivan is the quintessential small 
town in central Illinois. All the good things 
about that designation are happening 
every day on every street in this rural 
community. You can safely expect great 
local dining, a pastoral atmosphere, and 
quaint retail establishments. Sullivan also 
has several surprises lurking throughout 
the community. 
 The Little Theatre on the Square 
stands prominently in the downtown just 
across from the copperdomed courthouse. 
The Theatre will celebrate 60 years of 
professional theatre in central Illinois. 
The summer line-up includes: Beauty 
and the Beast, Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, Smokey Joe’s Café, Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
Mamma Mia, and Steel Magnolia’s. 
Theatre for Young Audiences productions 
will include: Fancy Nancy: The Musical; 
The Lion King, Jr; and Curious George: 
The Golden Meatball. 
 Sullivan boasts several unique 
retail experiences. Gypsy Soul Revival 

specializes in boutique fashion and 
vintage upcycled goods and clothing. 
Cheeky scents and quirky gift items can 
be found at Astoria Company Store. The 
newest store in the downtown line-up 
is Reverie & Rule: a gorgeous gift and 
paper shop complete with gift-wrapping 
services. The Briarwood has been a 
staple in Sullivan for over a decade, 
where shoppers can find primitive décor 
and hand-crafted pine furniture. Simpler 
Thymes hosts multiple antique vendors 
with beautiful displays in their two story 
building. Wrap up your retail experience 
at Catherine’s Gallery, Gifts & More 
before heading next door for a beverage 
at 5 West Coffee & Wine Lounge. Satisfy 
your sweet tooth at The Traditional 
Sullivan Bakery with different treats 
available every business day, Tuesday 
through Saturday. 
 For outdoor activities, visit Buxton’s 
Garden Farm, which always has a variety 
of produce, gifts and cut flowers, as 
well as pumpkins and Christmas trees 

in season. Stop by Okaw Valley Orchard 
to pick your own apples and peaches in 
season or sample apple doughnuts and 
slushies in the gift shop. Sullivan Marina 
& Campground, as well as Sullivan Beach 
and Bo Wood Access Area, are just a mile 
south of town with outdoor recreation for 
everyone. 
 For updated information, a complete 
business listing, and a comprehensive list 
of events, visit www.sullivanchamber.
com and like us on Facebook/
SullyChamber.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
June 7-18 The Little Theatre On The 
Square Presents “Beauty and the Beast” 
Based on the Academy Award winning 
animated feature, this classic story tells 
of Belle, a young woman and the Beast, 
who is really a young prince trapped 
under the spell of an enchantress. If the 
Beast can learn to love and be loved, the 
curse will end and he will be transformed 
into his former self. But time is running 
out. If the Beast does not learn his lesson 
soon, he and his household will be 
doomed for all eternity. 

June 21-July 2 The Little Theatre On The 
Square Presents “Thoroughly Modern 
Mille” A tap dancing extravaganza 
that takes you back to the height of 
the Jazz Age in New York City, when 
“moderns,” including a flapper named 
Millie Dillmount, were bobbing their 
hair, raising their hemlines, entering 
the workforce and rewriting the rules of 
love. This high-spirited musical romp is a 
delightful valentine to the long-standing 
spirit of New York City and the people 
who seek to discover themselves there. 

July 4 Independence Day Events all day 
long!  Start with July 4th Parade at Noon 
and then to the park for watermelon 
eating contests, sack races, turtle races 
fun for the entire family.  After all of that 
head over to the carnival and grab lunch 
from food vendor or take a ride!  Grab 
a picnic in the park and hang out until 
dusk for the Sullivan American Legion 
Fireworks display. 

July 5-16 The Little Theatre On The 
Square Presents “Smokey Joe’s Café” 
The songs of legendary hitmakers Mike 
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Stoller and Jerry Leiber come to life in the 
Rock and Roll musical revue, Smokey Joe’s 
Cafe. Packed with memorable tunes like, 
Hound Dog, Love Potion #9, On Broadway 
and Stand By Me, it is the longestrunning 
revue in Broadway history. 

July 19-30 The Little Theatre On The 
Square Presents “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” Joseph 
And The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
is the irresistible family musical about 
the trials and triumphs of Joseph, Israel’s 
favorite son. This show is a reimagining 
of the Biblical story of Joseph, his eleven 
brothers and the coat of many colors. The 
magical musical is full of unforgettable 
songs, including Go Go Go Joseph, Any 
Dream Will Do and Close Every Door. 

August 2-20 The Little Theatre On The 
Square Presents “Mamma Mia” On the 
eve of her wedding, a daughter’s quest to 
discover the identity of her father brings 
three men from her mother’s past back to 
the Greek island they last visited 20 years 
ago. The story-telling magic of ABBA’s 
timeless songs propels this enchanting 
tale of love, laughter and friendship, 
creating an unforgettable show. 
You will fall in love with the 
characters, the story and the 
music that make Mamma Mia! the 
ultimate feel-good show! 

August 23-September 3 The Little 
Theatre On The Square Presents 
“Steel Magnolias” Steel Magnolias 
is a comedy–drama about the 
bond among a group of Southern 
women in northwest Louisiana. 
Set in Truvy’s beauty salon, where 
all the ladies who are “anybody” 
come to have their hair done, Steel 
Magnolias is alternately hilarious 
and touching and deeply revealing 
of the strength of each of the 
women as they deal with life and 
friendship. 

October 20 & 21 Oktoberfest 2017 
family fun, free concerts, food 
vendors, inflatables, beer tent, 
wine tasting and more!  

October 31st 4-6pm Sullivan Chamber 
& Economic Development Safe Trick or 
Treat, followed by Ambucs Holloween 
Costume Contest Parade at 6:30pm on 
the square in downtown Sullivan. 

November 10-12 Christmas Open 
Houses.  Visit all the local businesses for 
some Christmas cheer! 

November 25 Small Business Saturday 
celebration! 

December 2 at Noon Hometown Holiday 
Parade 

December 8 Old Fashioned Christmas 
in downtown Sullivan.  Join us for 
Christmas fun reindeer, visits with Santa, 
horse drawn carriage rides, caroling 
and more!  The local shop will be open 
late for this event no matter if you are 
starting your shopping or finishing up this 
event is sure to please! 

Visit sullivanchamber.com or call 217-
728-4223 for more information on these 
events!

Sullivan, IL . . . continued
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 The rugged beauty of the Shawnee National Forest makes Southernmost Illinois a 
place to visit over and over. Visitors will find much to do and see ranging from fishing and 
swimming at Lake Glendale to the rugged cliffs, clear streams, the natural bridge at Bell 
Smith Springs, and the Southern Illinois Wine Trail.
 Many of the locations are easily reached from Route 145. Others invite a bit of map 
reading, sturdy hiking shoes or horses to reach the desired locations. Both avid backpackers 
and occasional hikers can find many trails to explore.
 A natural bridge 30 feet high and more than 150 feet long, a rock formation called 
Devil’s Backbone, natural caves and springs are among the sites worth visiting at Bell 
Smith. Two creeks, Bay and Hunting Branch, have carved a winding canyon with giant 
boulders, shelter bluffs and the natural bridge. Native Americans are believed to have used 
these natural shelters for protection from 
severe weather.
 Visitors can also take a short side trip 
to Burden Falls, where water tumbles over 
rocky falls during the wet season. The falls 
area is the head of a meandering wilderness 
stream strewn with cobblestones that 
adventuresome hikers enjoy negotiating.
 The many wilderness areas include Lusk 
Creek Canyon, near Eddyville, where a 100 
foot gorge has been cut out by Lusk Creek. 
Jackson Hollow, near Simpson, also offers a 
series of shelter bluffs, caves, waterfalls, and 
sheer cliffs.

THE RUGGED BEAUTY OF 
SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST

Bellsmith Springs

Bridge at Bellsmith

Burden Falls with hikersLusk Creek Rocks Fishing Golconda Area

Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com

Peoria Skeet & Trap Club
1470 Spring Bay Road (Rt. 26)- East Peoria

$35 Registration Includes:
2 Rounds (50 birds) Trapshooting

2 Boxes Shotgun Shells
Participation T-Shirt (limited supplies)

Shooting Begins at 9:00am

Pre-Registration Recommended

Concessions
•

Bucket Raffles
•

Silent Auction
•

Shoot for Cure 
Merchandise

•
Profits donated to

For more information:
309-645-2597 • Shootforcure@gmail.com

Peoria Shoot for the Cure/Facebook
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Food Plotters 
Beware!

HIGGY’S STAND
                 By Don Higgins

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms. 

Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.  
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!

Ask about our Pet policy. 
Park near your room to unload fast & easy. 

Ice & Soda Available!  Restaurants & entertainment nearby. 

BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:

(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV  • Refrigerator  • Microwave

Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

YOUR HOSTS: Vipul (Vic) & Vilas Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL

info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE 
SHELBYVILLE...
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 The sight of a 
giant buck standing 
in a lush green 
food plot during 

daylight hours is one that many hunters 
dream of. It is this dream that causes 
many of us to spend countless hours and 
way more money than we should planting 
and caring for our food plots each year. In 
fact, this “labor of love” along with other 
land management projects actually rivals 
actual hunting as the preferred outdoor 
recreational interest. Make no mistake; 
the interest in planting wildlife food plots 
is huge and growing.
 Most deer hunters who set out to 
grow food plots have very little or no 
agricultural experience or background. 
Growing anything is foreign to them. 
That’s understandable as we all have 
topics that we know almost nothing 
about and others which we are well-
versed in. The novice food plotter and 
land-manager has become a target for 

some seed companies looking to turn a 
huge profit by selling inferior products. 
The tricks they employ would never fly 
in the agricultural community where the 
customers are much more knowledgeable 
about the products they buy.
 A good food plot starts with a good 
seed and yet the hunting industry has been 
bombarded with seed companies looking 
to take advantage of the uneducated 
consumer. Sadly this seems to apply more 
to the big-name, well-established seed 
companies more so than the smaller ones 
although a few of the smaller players are 
also engaging in some practices that are 
questionable at best. If you plan to plant a 
food plot this year I encourage you to read 
this entire article and educate yourself 
before ever buying your seed. I am going 
to shed some light on some of the tricks 
used by some seed companies to sell you 
an inferior product at an inflated price.
 By law all seed products are required 
to have a tag detailing the contents of 

the bag, jug or package. This is a really 
great thing as it exposes the truth about 
any seed product for those who actually 
read the tag and know what to look for. 
The seed tag will list everything contained 
within the bag by percentage. If there are 
three different seeds in a blend, the tag 
will tell you the percentage of each one. 
The tag will also tell you the germination 
rates of each different seed as well as the 
percentage of other contents such as seed 
coating or inert matter. 
 Using the actual seed tag, let’s look 
at the contents of one of the most popular 
clover products on the market which is sold 
by one of the biggest name companies 
in the food plot seed industry. By doing 
this you can easily see just how bad this 
company is ripping off its customers. 
The tag on this product shows 3 different 
clovers in the blend. This is fine except right 
out of the gate an experienced observer will 
notice that one of the clovers is an annual 
clover while the other two are perennial 
clovers. Then we see the germination rate 
for each clover is 70%. Finally, we see the 
bag contains 50% seed coating. Now let’s 
dig into this information and see just what 
we are getting for our money.

 To start off this 1-acre, 8# bag of seed 
only contains 4# of actual seed because 
50% of the contents by weight is seed 
coating. Seed coating is a good thing 
but 2% is plenty; 50% is on the verge of 
robbery. This coating is much cheaper 
than seed so some companies go way 
overboard with it to decrease the cost they 
have invested in the product. Right out of 
the gate your 8# 1-acre bag is down to 4# 
of seed.
 Next let’s look at the germination rate 
of 70%, meaning that 30% of the seed 
will never germinate or grow. This very 
poor germination rate is probably a result 
of using old seed. It is not illegal to sell old 
seed as long as the germination rates are 
accurately labeled. This poor germination 
rate in this real-life example drops the 
4# of seed down to 2.8# of good viable 
seed for your plot out of the 8# of seed 
you thought you were buying. That would 
be bad enough but we aren’t finished with 
the bad news just yet.
 Remember that this product contained 
three different clovers. One very common 
trick that many seed companies use to 
further increase the profit margins in their 
products is to use cheaper “filler” seeds. 
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One of the three clovers in this particular 
blend is an annual clover while the others 
are perennials. An annual plant grows 
for one year and then dies whereas a 
perennial will come back for several years. 
By putting the cheaper annual clover in this 
particular blend, the plot will have bare 
areas the second year where the annuals 
did not come back. These bare spots are 
great spots for weeds to get started and 
eventually take over your plot. Never plant 
a seed blend that contains both annuals 
and perennials.
 The example I used here is from 
an actual seed tag from a very popular 
clover product from one of the biggest 
seed companies in the industry. It is a 
brand that is promoted by celebrities and 
their ads can routinely be seen in hunting 
magazines and on TV. I encourage you 
to start looking at the analysis tags on 
seed products the next time you are at a 
sporting goods store. Once you do you will 
be shocked.
 Every year millions of dollars are spent 
by unknowing land-managers on junk seed 
products that have been promoted through 
elaborate ad campaigns and celebrity 
endorsements. The seed tags on these 
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products are your ticket to wading through 
the trash to find the treasures. By law 
seed tags must be updated every year so 
make sure the seed tag you are looking at 
has a date that is less than 12 months old. 
Then you can start looking more closely at 
the seed percentages, germination rates, 
percentage of seed coating and specific 
seed varieties. Don’t trust a celebrity to 
tell you which seed brand to buy and don’t 
fall for the fancy magazine or TV ads or the 
pretty packaging.
 More than a decade ago I became 
frustrated with the tricks and gimmicks 
many of the food plot seed companies 
were pulling and thus started Real World 
Wildlife Products with my business 
partner Kevin Boyer. Using education 
such as this, we have built the Real World 
brand into one of the most trusted and 
respected in the industry. The percentage 
of food plotters that see through the tricks 
is growing each year. It is our goal to help 
you get the most from your food plots. 
It all starts with the seed tag; don’t buy 
any seed product until you have read the 
analysis tag. It is required by law and is 
there for your benefit. 
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DECOYING 
SPRING 
GOBBLERS
by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz
marleneasomag@gmail.com

 To use or not to use -- that is the 
question. Over the years I’ve talked to 
turkey hunters who absolutely will not 
use a decoy. Others have told me that 
without a decoy they never would have 
filled their spring tag.    I like using decoys.
 Each year they get more realistic 
and costly. I’m not sure if the turkeys get 
smarter about recognizing the “real” deal 
or we as hunters just have a little extra 
jingle in our pockets and can afford them.   
Either way I have to admit that there has 
never been a decoy made I didn’t like and 
wanted to charge on my credit card.

HOW MANY TO USE? 
 The most frequently question I get 
from novice turkey hunters is: “How many 
decoys should I use?” It is like eating 
prunes; “is two enough, are six too many” 
to do the job. I like to carry 3 decoys with 
me to my blind.  Most of the time I will 
set out two hens and one jake. Remember 
these are flock animals and feel more 
secure when they are with others except 
that is when the hens are sitting on their 

eggs. Often I will rearrange the decoys 
for the afternoon and add or subtract to 
the arrangement. When a tom returns to 
rendezvous with a hen because of my 
earlier calling I want my set up to look 
differently than when he got off his roost.  
 When I choose to run and gun I bring 
along only one hen.  My reasoning is that 
if I travel light I can travel farther.    In fact, 
before I send out any “invitational” yelps 
I look around to see where I can safely 
sit as well as where to place the decoy.    
When I hear a gobble I want to set up 
quickly because the tom may be closer 
than I realize. I  don’t want to be caught 
with my calls and decoy still in my vest.

JAKE vs FULL/HALF STRUT?
 I do carry a jake decoy but usually 
don’t set it out until the afternoon. My 
reasoning is not scientific.  Since toms and 
hens don’t always roost together I feel I 
have a better chance of bringing in a tom 
right off the roost if he sees only hens.    
 Later in the day as toms continue to 
look for receptive hens to breed I’ll add a 
jake to my set up.    By doing this I hope it 

will trigger the dominance gene, bringing 
in a long beard who feels he’s top dog 
and chief breeder in the area. 
 I personally hesitate using half and 
full strut decoys. First because they 
can put me in a dangerous situation 
should I be on public land or if someone 
is trespassing on land I alone have 
permission to hunt. I have actually heard 
of and read some terrible stories of 
hunters being shot by other hunters who 
didn’t realize the decoys were fake. 
 Another reason I don’t use mature 
male decoys is because I have had toms 
and even jakes shy away from them. I 
remember years ago a tom came out of the 
treeline in full strut and when he realized 

there was a jake among my decoys he 
immediately folded and rushed back in 
woods before I could think twice about 
shooting. I reasoned that he’d been beat 
up before and wasn’t ready to engage in 
another brawl. I’ve field dressed toms and 
jakes with bruises which indicates they’ve 
been in a fight or two.
 However, I’d say use the half and 
full strut toms if you are after that “boss” 
tom.  You then have to be willing to pass 
on jakes or younger toms because those 
decoys should do the job to bring in the 
king of the hill but also discourage younger 
males from coming into shooting range.
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 Life means movement so you want your decoys to move.  They are designed to do 
that but sometimes the wind is so severe the bird doesn’t sway naturally.   I make sure 
I have a few arrow shafts with me that I can place on each side of my decoy to prevent 
it from twirling in circles should the wind pick up.   
 On days when there is no wind I will tie a feather or piece of surveyor’s tape on one of 
those shafts.   Even just a puff of air will move it and on a calm day the eye of an observant 
tom will be drawn to that spot.   
 I believe that using decoys will increase your chances of tagging a spring turkey.  
Nothing get my blood pumping more than when a gobbler appears in full strut moving 
toward my spot twirling and spinning for my hens.    
 GOOD HUNTING and SAFE HUNTING this spring.
 Until next month, don’t forget to take your daughter, granddaughter or niece 
bowhunting

In the afternoon I like to rearrange my decoys and will sometimes add 
to or take one away so the scenario will look differently to a passing 

tom who may have been in the area earlier in the day.

SPRINGFIELD, IL – White-tailed deer are 
an integral part of the Illinois landscape, 
and a new website will provide up-to-date 
information on deer biology, management, 
research and regulations.  A random set of 
Illinois deer hunters and landowners will 
receive an e-mail invitation this week to 
assist with finalizing the new White-Tailed 
Deer Illinois website.
 White-tailed Deer Illinois is a 
collaborative effort led by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
Division of Wildlife Resources, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration, and the National Great Rivers 
Research and Education Center. Funding 
for the White-tailed Deer Illinois website 
was made available through Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Project W-147-T.
 White-tailed Deer Illinois is a digest of 
biological information and interesting facts to 
provide users with valuable insights into the 
life history and management of the Illinois state 
mammal. The site also contains information on 
white-tailed deer stakeholder groups (hunters, 
landowners, wildlife watchers and more), 
how deer hunting regulations are set, and 
deer depredation and deer population control 
permits. Scientific research activities related to 
deer and deer hunting are also presented.
 Several features of the site will, for 
the first time, provide users with levels of 
information previously unavailable. Users 
will have access to a searchable database 
of deer-vehicle accidents, and will be able to 
plot accidents on a state road map by year 
(2002-2012), month and day.
 A second searchable database will 
allow users to search IDNR annual deer 
harvest data and Illinois Department of 

Transportation annual deer-vehicle accident 
(DVA) rate data. The user may select the 
county and a range of years (from 1989 to 
the present), and view an image displaying 
both the total deer harvest and annual DVA 
information.
 White-tailed Deer Illinois also features 
an online form for reporting sick and 
diseased deer. This process will greatly 
speed the collection and tracking of potential 
incidence of Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease 
(EHD) and Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD).
 Information collected from hunters and 
landowners during this review process will be 
used to finalize the website, with release to the 
public anticipated to occur by April 1, 2017.

IDNR to Test-Launch New White-
tailed Deer Website
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 As we begin the month of April we 
have grand visions of this year’s crappie 
spawn and the crappie we will be catching. 
In this article I will stress the importance 
of water temperature, locations to look for, 
techniques and strategies, and a couple of 
lure and bait options. These factors will 
be helpful to catching the early spring 
crappies.
 First, let’s discuss the importance of 
water temperature. Although this winter 
was not harsh compared to past years, the 
water temperature is still a very important 
factor in fishing for crappie. Crappie at this 
time of the year do not have the fastest 
metabolism and it is directly associated 
with water temperature. The water 
temperatures have been ranging from 
the mid to upper 40s on Lake Shelbyville. 
This information tell me to slow down my 
presentation and switch to a smaller bait/
jig combination. During the colder months 
I suggest trying a lure that is made with 
hair, instead of the conventional tube jig 
made of plastic. Also, I switch back and 
forth from a 1/8 oz. to a 1/32 oz. I always 

let the crappie determine what size I use 
for that day.
 Secondly, LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION! I cannot stress on this factor 
enough. During this time of year crappie 
will begin to stage in areas in deeper water 
outside their spawning grounds. If you 
can locate a decent drop-off in that area 
be sure to fish it and fish it often. Areas 
like this are paramount for understanding 
pre-spawn activities. Crappie will remain 
just outside the spawning grounds until 
they are triggered to begin spawning and 
they will also return to the same are if the 
weather becomes harsh during the spawn. 
Crappie prefer to spawn in sandy loose 
gravel bottoms so finding areas life that 
will increase the number of crappie you 
catch during this time of the year. Once 
you find those pre-spawn locations of 
crappie you can expect to catch crappie in 
great numbers. They school into massive 
school during this time. The main indicator 
that those fish will be getting close to 
leaving this are for the spawning grounds 
is when you notice the males becoming 
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much darker in color 
than usual. This color 
change is a hormonal 
spike indicating that 
the spawn is close.
 Crappie fishing 
has many techniques 
and strategies that 
cam successful and 
I always encourage 
trying a new approach. 
Fishing only one or two ways makes it 
tough to catch fish every time on the water. 
Do not be afraid to switch the game plan 
up and try something different, because 
crappie react differently to different bait/
lure combinations. Bait combinations are 
sizes are a couple strategies to consider. 
Tipping a minnow on a jig with hair, 
Marabou is an example, can be a fantastic 
combination during this time. Slip corks 
with either a hook and minnow or a bladed 
jig tipped with a minnow also catches 
crappie at this time. The key to success 
is truly understanding, “less is more.” By 
slowing down your presentation it allows 
the crappie to not have to work hard for 
your bait. Another suggestion is to use a 
smaller lure than you may normally use. 
These tips are directly associated with 
the speed of the crappies metabolism for 
this time of year. Once you notice more 
active behavior from the crappie go back 
to whatever size of jig you prefer, but be 
more aggressive in your presentation. Due 
to the increasing metabolism the crappie 
will become more active in how they bite.
 April can provide a large range in 
the lake water levels. Lake Shelbyville 
has been under normal pool for some 
time now. I suggest taking this time and 
learning what the lake is showcasing. 
Many structures that hold fish are exposed 
due to the low water level. I use this time 

to set many waypoints for future fishing 
locations. Knowing where structures are 
will help you catch more fish later. Fishing 
a new spot will be its own reward.
 In closing, I provided a couple 
pictures of the structures that were built 
at Chip’s Marine on March 4, 2017 by a 
great group of volunteers. Chip, Ryan, 
April and everyone there that day at Chip’s 
Marine is a part of the Lake Shelbyville 
Fish Habitat Program. They assisted in 
putting in the man-made structures, as 
seen in the picture. They also assisted fin 
the Christmas tree drop that happened on 
March 18, 2017. Also shown is Allen Elliot 
and myself with one of the nice fish we 
caught that day. You can find us at www.
englandexpeditions.com or email me at 
matt@englandexpeditions.com to book 
your trip. Have a great month of exciting 
fishing!
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THE SCATTER RAP CHALLENGE
By Joe Henry
 6 guys.  5 days.  100 miles.  That was 
the mantra during a recent June promotion 
when I had the opportunity to participate 
in a one of a kind event highlighting a new 
lure, the Rapala Scatter Rap on a premier 
and diverse body of water, Lake of the 
Woods.  The idea was to fish from Kenora, 
Ontario all the way down the lake to the 
Willie Walleye statue in Baudette, MN on 
the Rainy River.  We fished a different 20 
mile stretch of water for 5 straight days, 
using only the Rapala Scatter Rap.
 You see, this was a joint effort 
between Rapala, Cabela’s, In Depth 
Outdoors, Ranger Boats and Lake 
of the Woods Tourism.  A variety of 
organizations came together to create an 
event, some media and perhaps what we 
didn’t expect, memories to last a lifetime.
 We began our journey up at a classy 
north woods resort called Sunset Lodge 
located on Oak Island up at the NW Angle 
of MN.  Here, we had access to both 
Ontario waters and MN waters.  With 

about a 30 mile boat ride on day one, we 
were exposed to thousands of islands, 
unbelievable scenery and a variety of 
wildlife.  With 14,552 islands, there were 
spots to fish.  Points, boulders, rubble, 
weeds, sand, sunken islands, bays, you 
name it, it was there.  
 On day 1 of the 5 day challenge, I had 
the privilege of fishing with Mark Fisher 
of Rapala.  Although Mark can catch 
about anything, I could tell, he was a 
bass guy.  His bright yellow Ranger Bass 
Boat with Scatter Rap along the side was 
also a tell tale sign.  
 Not knowing that stretch of water 
very well, we used our gps for both 
navigation and finding spots.  With a late 
spring, we focused on bays with rubble or 
smaller rocks that were on the north side 
of open water.  The thought was, north 
bays usually warm quicker.  Whether 
it was a good strategy or there were 
just so many fish around, we will never 
know, but it worked.  As we worked the 
shoreline pitching Scatter Raps, fish 

started coming into 
the boat.  Smallmouth 
bass were the most 
prevalent, and nice 
ones.  We also 
caught pike over 15 
lbs, had muskies bite 
us off and of course, 
we caught walleyes.  
The walleyes came 
off of shorelines and 
bays that were fairly 
shallow.  With a late 
spring and colder 
water, shallow eyes 
were not such a surprise.  
 The one color of lure that stood out 
was a dark shiny gold, called golden 
alburnus.  Our understanding is an 
alburnus is a baitfish in Finland.  A bit of 
research and this was confirmed.  A good 
part of this lake has stained water which 
has a bit of a dark tint to it.  Consequently, 
gold is known as a “go to” color.  This trip 
was no different.  
 Fisher threw primarily the minnow 
style bait which is long and narrow.  I 
threw the shad bait which is shorter.  

Both cranks pulled fish.  It seemed the 
smaller shad style bait pulled a bit better 
numbers and the longer minnow style 
bait pulled larger fish.  
 At the end of a wonderful day 1, 
Fisher and I did everything we could to 
break 100 but ran out of time in the high 
90’s.  Not bad for a new stretch of water, 
a new lure and a new friend.
 While Fisher and I enjoyed a great 
day, two other boats of anglers also 
enjoyed great success catching a variety 
of fish as well.  Overall, day one of the 

Joe Henry, 28 inch...The author with a big Lake of the 
Woods walleye that fell for a golden alburnus Scatter 

Rap minnow pulled on leadcore.
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Scatter Rap Challenge produced big fish and big numbers of fish.    It was an incredible 
day of fishing, and we were only getting started.  
 The plan on Day 2 was to fish the next 20 mile stretch of water which was the NW 
Angle into Ontario up to 20 miles.  In a nutshell, another great day of fishing with good 
numbers and a variety of fish was had.  
 Our accommodations the evening of day 2 was Flag Island Resort.  Without getting 
into details, the anglers and crew, made up of videographers and editors, enjoyed a 
great dinner and then a bonfire on the shores of the beautiful lake.  One of the anglers, 

Joel Nelson, broke out the guitar, we enjoyed some beverages and discussed the day 
ahead of us, with access to the big open water of Big Traverse Bay.
 Day 3 brought the walleye anglers within striking distance of the big open water 
that is famous for holding massive schools of walleyes and trophy walleyes.  That 
reputation did not disappoint.  Many fish were boated.  The go to method to get the 
lures down into the deeper depths was leadcore line teamed up with line counter reels.  
Leadcore line, just like it sounds, has a core of lead in the line allowing it to sink and 
bring crankbaits that normally would only dive to 7 feet down past 30’ deep if necessary.  

The line counter reels made it easier to understand how much 
line had to be let out at what depth.  It worked.  James Holst 
whacked the big eye of the day with a 30” monster fishing off 
of Starren shoal on the south end of Garden Island.  
 Yep, once again the bass guys caught their bass.  Amongst 
the islands, they continued working shorelines and pulling 
smallmouth in excess of 3 lbs.  It’s funny, hardly anyone fishes 
bass in these parts.  It is a fish you catch accidentally while 
fishing for walleyes.  I hope all bass guys take notice; you will 
literally have the shorelines to yourself.  This lake is loaded!
 The evening of day 3, we made our way down to Arnesen’s 
Rocky Point.  After a delicious dinner in the Rock Harbor Lodge, 
many of us hit the hay in anticipation of fishing the south end of 
Big Traverse the next day.
 Day 4 started out with a bit of a breeze.  Again, I was fishing 
in the bass boat with Mark Fisher.  Our plan in the morning was 
to target some reefs just off shore from the resort.  Fisher did 
a masterful job navigating the 3 foot waves.  We didn’t have 
leadcore and the plan was to cast.  The first couple of spots 
were tough to fish, a stiff wind, good sized waves and just a bit 
too deep for the dive curve of our lures.  We decided to put the 
boat on the trailer and go down shore to Zippel Bay.
 Once dropping in at Zippel Bay Resort, our plan was to 
fish the reef in the lake just out of the jetty from the bay.  
Eventually we would hit the bay targeting bass and pike.  
Zippel Bay reef tops out with a giant boulder just under the 
surface of the water.  Although I have fished this spot often 
with success, on this day we were only fishing memories as 
the fish were not present.  
 The next spot, fishing the actual bay.  Zippel Bay is almost 
like an inland lake.  Shallower depths, weed growth, basically 

Joe Henry Mark Fisher...The scenery fishing out 
of the NW Angle and into Ontario waters is almost 

as spectacular as the fishing.  Mark Fisher and 
Joe Henry work a shoreline point.
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a large bay coming off of the lake.  This 
is the home to a lot of big pike at times 
of the year.  This day, we caught some 
pike, but nothing huge so we decided to 
try one more spot.
 Again, we put the boat on the trailer 
and dropped in at Wheeler’s Point at the 
mouth of the Rainy River and decided to 
fish smallies.  We found them and the 
bass fishing was awesome.  Two spots 
stood out.  The mouth of the Rapid River 
coming into the Rainy River held good 
numbers of nice bass.  They were on the 
edges of the current.
 The other area was an area of 
occasional scattered boulders coming 
into the river.  The bass were holding up 
behind the boulder using each rock as a 
current break.  It ended up being a great 
day of bass fishing on the River.
 The walleye anglers using leadcore 
line struck Lake of the Woods gold on 
the many reefs out from Arnesen’s and 
Long Point.  Again, many big fish were 
boated.  Ironically, Rapala crew member 
Dustin Butler caught the big fish of the 
day during a lunch break, a 30.5 inch 
monster walleye.  

 Day 5 and the final day of the 
challenge allowed us to fish the southeast 
corner of Big Traverse or the Rainy River.  
We knew based on day 4 that Fisher was 
headed up river to do some bassin’.  And 
that he did.  Fisher and Rapala’s Dan 
Quinn put on a smallmouth clinic pulling 
the shad style baits in current seams and 
on current breaks.
 The other two boats worked together 
targeting walleyes.  I had the opportunity 
to fish with James Holst.  We wanted to 
put up some numbers and were hopeful 
some big fish were in the vicinity.  Again, 
The Walleye Capital of the World did 
not disappoint.  We caught dozens of 
walleyes and saugers.  
 While trolling with leadcore, we 
discovered a pattern.  The boat we were 
in did not have rod holders.  I think we 
both were used to sticking our fishing 
rod in a holder and strategically working 
some structure with boat control.  With 
no holders, and having to hold our rods, 
it encouraged us to rip the baits forward 
and let them drop back.  We noticed 
the majority of our strikes were coming 
when the lure was dropped.  We assume 

the walleyes were 
following.  When 
the Scatter Rap is 
dropped back, it 
floats up briefly and 
once the line tightens 
up, it shoots forward 
again.  This technique 
was absolutely the 
ticket.  We boated 
a 28.5” walleye and 
watched the team 
of Joel Nelson and 
his co-angler Will 
Roseburg land a 29.5 
incher right next to 
us.  The day was an 
unbelievable end to 
an incredible journey.
 That evening, 
our accommodations were the Wigwam 
Resort.  After a great dinner, we shared 
some beverages in a north woods style 
bar, spoke about the past 5 days and how 
it was too bad it had to end.  
 When it was all said and done, 
1,019 fish were caught in five days by 
six anglers.  Great media was made, 

the lure shined and some fortunate guys 
had the chance to make memories on an 
incredible fishery.  What a week it was!

Google Scatter Rap Challenge to view 
videos, pics and read blogs from last 
year’s adventure.

Scatter Rap Challenge at Willie Walleye...
After catching 1,019 fish in 5 days, these anglers 

are all smiles.  The Scatter Rap Challenge 
began near Kenora, Ontario and finished up at 

Willie Walleye in Baudette, MN
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Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
LICENSED & INSURED

715-558-8732
fish4walleye53716@yahoo.com

DeanosGuideService.com
Find us on

RANGE
FOR SALE!

OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY

• 75 Foot Indoor Shooting Range for Firearms, Air Guns & Archery
• ILLINOIS CONCEAL CARRY CLASSES
•  Offering Leagues, Classes, Basic Pistol Classes, 1-on-1 instruction, Gun Rental & 

Full Line of Supplies
• Buy, Sell, Trade, Special Orders

10775 Buckhart Rd. • Rochester, IL 62563

217.498.6988 • www.SiddensGunRange.com

7995 North Gilmore Road • Gairfield, OH 45014
www.grubco.com

Mighty Mealys - 500 - $10.00
Great for trout. 2X large size

Waxworms - 500 - $14.00
Creamy white. 3/4” long

Superworms - 500 - $15.00
1-1/2” to 2” long.

Spikes - 500 - $8.00
1/2” long, red or white

Grub Pack - $6.95
50 large mealworms, 50 mighty mealys, 
50 waxworms & 50 superworms

* prices do not include shipping

Phone orders call 800-222-3563
Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American Express

Great selection, low price, and unbeatable quality. Since 1951.

“CO-CHI-1” Charter
Lake Michigan Sport 
Fishing At Its Finest!

North Point 
Marina

Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH 
POINT MARINA at the Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE 
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)
WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.6 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 33+ YEARS!

 (847)872-1191For information and reservations call or write: 
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 

 With the winter months dissipating 
here in Illinois a question arose. What tips 
and tricks do you plan on using in the 2017 
flathead season. I asked this question to 
the members of Elite Flathead Anglers 
C.P.R. (a Facebook group dedicated to the 
preservation of flathead and helping others 
feed the addiction.) 
 Catching big flatheads isn’t easy though. 
So, what are they doing to catch these 
underwater giants you might ask? Well they 
have come up with 5 key tips to help aid in 
the hunt.
 Tip number 1 - Fish at night or early 
morning. Flatheads are nocturnal hunters 
and your best bet to uncover one of these 
giants is when its dark. Sunset and sunrise 
seem to be peak feeding times on the water.

 Tip number 2 - Invest in heavy 
tackle. The last thing you want when hooking 
into a trophy flathead is a broken rod and reel 
or having your line snap from the brute power 
of these fish. Members recommend 7-9 ft. 
medium heavy to heavy rods paired with bait 
casters or spinning reels with the capability 
of holding a large amount of line. A flathead 
can peel off hundreds of feet of drag before 
you can even turn your head so there is no 
such thing as to much line. Heavy line is a 
must. 30-50 lb. test line is what we use here 
in Illinois, but other anglers from around the 
country may use even heavier line ranging 
from 60-90 lbs.
 Tip number 3 - Use live bait.  Flatheads 
are a predatory species. Anglers use live 
bluegill, warmouth, suckers and bullhead. If 

you are looking to exclude 
small flatheads use the 
biggest legal bait you can 
get your hands on.
 Tip number 4 - 
Don’t give up. Flathead 
can be an elusive fish. Do 
not get discouraged. If 
the bite is not there don’t 
hesitate to try a new 
location. Flathead are 
known to move from the 
cover of trees and holes 
at night and travel great 
distances to feed. Find a 
new deep hole with moving water and set up. 
 Tip number 5 - Know how to properly 
land and release flathead. The key to 
preserving these fish is simple. Put the least 
amount of stress on the fish. When hooking 
into a giant flathead your first instinct is to 
hurry up and get it in.  Take a second to slow 
down. Flathead are full of power and energy. 
It takes time to wear them down. Let them 
swim keeping them away from obstacles in 
the water. This will let them release all that 
energy to make netting easier and they will 
be too tired to flop around injuring themselves 
to get away. Once netted keep the time out of 
water to a minimum.  Get the hook out snap a 
few pictures and get them back in the water. 

Like us it takes a little time for these big fish 
to get their energy back. Place them in the 
water and rock them back and forth moving 
water over the gill plate. The flathead will let 
you know when they are ready with a last-
minute display of power swimming out of 
your hands.
 With these five easy to follow tips the 
members of Elite Flathead Anglers have 
had great success. Passing these tips on is 
just one way of giving back. Helping new 
anglers catch and release their first flathead 
and ensuring they will be around future 
generations to catch the addiction of flathead 
fishing. Let them go Let them Grow!

TIPS AND TRICKS 
FOR 2017 FLATHEAD 
FISHING SEASON

Mike Morgan of Plano with 
his Fox River Flathead

Ryan McNanna of 
Leland with his Fox 

River Flathead
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 Steve Wallace was getting cabin fever again. His outdoor opportunities 
are limited in the winter months. However, Illinois Wheelin Sportsman and 
Lick Creek Game Preserve provided a cure. Wallace was contacted for an 
open pheasant hunt spot during the last weekend in February. He was 
excited for another good hunt after having gone last year.  
 Wallace was up early and got his gear loaded on the morning of the 
hunt. Once there, he and his hunting partner went out in the field.  The pair 
killed four pheasants during the hunt.
 “All the hunters involved in the event had a good time,” Wallace said, 
“and Illinois Wheelin Sportsman put on another great hunt.”   
 Organizations like Illinois Wheelin Sportsman along with help from 
Lick Creek Game Preserve help keep sportspersons with disabilities 
involved in the activities that they love. When wanting to donate time, 
money, or resources, please see if there is a group in your area that helps 
persons with disabilities continue their passions for outdoor activities. 
Volunteers and donations are always needed.    
 If you are part of an organization that helps sportspersons with 
disabilities, we would love to hear from 
you so we can share it with others.  I 
really appreciate Steve sharing his outdoor 
experiences with me.  If you would 
like to share your outdoor experience, 
I can be contacted at 309-338-0990 or 
huntsgungetaway@gmail.com.

LAST MINUTE HUNT
By Thane Hunt

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
• HUNTING - FISHING
• CAMPING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES
• NEW & USED FIREARMS
• BRADLEY SMOKERS
• FFL TRANSFERS
• HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

TERRY HOWARTER                                                                    DENISE SHEPHERD

205 East Main St., Knoxville, IL 61448
life@greatoutdoors3.comcastbiz.net

309.388.0159

TOTAL
CONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDS
Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1955 CR. 1700 E. Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway
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6125 East 1175 North Rd. • Bloominton, IL 61705
309-379-4331 • darnalls1923@gmail.com • Darnalls.com

Open: Tues-Thurs 9am - 9pm • Fri-Sun 9am - 6pm
Call ahead as special events might affect normal hours.

Public Range with Membership Benefits
Where Sportsmen Have Been Serving Sportsmen Since 1923

Bloominton-Normal’s Only Indoor & Outdoor 
Range with Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays

Guns & Shooting Supplies for Sale
Full Line Gun Repair Service

Rebluing & Parkerizing • Basic Handgun Training
Certified Staff  • Instructional Classes

GRADY CHRISTMAS TREE FARM, LLC
(309) 362-2204 • (309) 645-7658

4816 S. Stone School Road • Trivoli, IL 61569 • 2 mi. west of Trivoli on Rt. 116, 4 1/2 mi. south

CALL FOR TREE SIZES AND PRICES

WINDBREAK TREES

WHITE PINE • NORWAY SPRUCE • ARBOR VITAE

WINDBREAK TREES
By Lou Little and Robert Grady
WINDBREAKS
 When is the best time to plant a 
windbreak?  20 years ago.
 When is the next best time to plant a 
windbreak?  As soon as possible!
 What kinds of trees make the best 
windbreak? Deciduous trees make a lovely 
row of trees, but they lose their leaves in the 
winter, so they don’t make good windbreaks.  
Plant pines, spruces, or firs instead.
 Where to plant the windbreak?  
Winter and early spring winds in Central 
Illinois are from the north and west, so 
that’s where you plant the trees.  However, 
if you are after a different kind of break – to 
block an unattractive view, neighborhood 
lights, a nosy neighbor, etc., plant them 
where you need them.  However, don’t 
make the mistake of planting trees around 
all sides of your home, seeking privacy.  
Summer heat will build up along the 
southern side of your house, and you will 
find yourself taking out trees or removing 

lower branches on the south side to 
increase ventilation.
 To decide what kind of windbreak you 
want, look for rows of large trees in your 
neighborhood or around the countryside.  
Ask the property owners what kind of 
trees they have; look to see how far apart 
the trees were planted, and whether they 
appear crowded.

TREE VARIETIES
•  Colorado Blue Spruce – We do not 

recommend these trees.  In the past 
few years, these trees have been falling 
victim to needle cast and/or sudden 
needle drop (two different fungal 
diseases).  While it might be possible 
to treat a young landscape specimen 
tree, treating an entire windbreak of 
Colorado Blue Spruce trees would be 
expensive and likely unsuccessful.

•  Arborvitae – We sell a columnar 
variety of arborvitae that grows slowly 

(i.e., it grows taller, more 
than wider).  If you have 
limited space available 
but still want to plant 
trees near the house, for 
instance, a single row of 
arborvitae will grow to be 
a wall of trees.

•  White Pine – Fast 
growing, with flexible 
branches and soft needles 
2” long.  They can grow to 
50 feet in diameter in 40 
years.

•  Norway Spruce – Fast growing, with 
more rigid branches and needles 1” long.

CONSIDERATIONS
 If you want to plant both white pines 
and Norway spruce, you can plant the 
trees in two or three rows, with the white 
pines in the outer rows and the Norways 
on the inside.  They grow at slightly 
different rates, and don’t grow together 
well.  If you have enough space, leave 
about 40 feet at the end of a row and 
then plant a single white pine or Norway 
spruce to grow into a specimen tree.
 Keep in mind what the trees feel like 
if you bump into them.  Imagine walking 
through a crowded area and bumping into 
people (i.e., trees).  Bump into a white pine 
branch, and it says, “Oh, sorry; excuse 
me.”  Bump into a Norway spruce, and it 
blurts, “Where you goin’ bub?”  Bump into 
a Colorado Blue Spruce, and you’ll look 
like the loser in a cat fight!

WHAT SIZE TO BUY?
 When you plant a windbreak, 

“smaller” is actually better!  A 20” tree will 
grow 6”-8” in the first year, and then 12”-
18” each year afterwards.  Transplant shock 
has more effect on the larger trees, so a 48” 
tree will grow only 4”-5” in the first year, 
and another 4”-5”the following year.  After 
that, the branches in the top whorl of the 
tree may grow up (not out) 18”, resulting in 
a tree with a ball at the top.  It will continue 
growing up and out at 12”-18” per year, but 
will always have that odd bulge.
 When you plan your windbreak, allow 
for the trees’ diameter as they grow.  Per 
year, white pines and Norway spruce 
will grow up to 18”-24” in height and 2’ 
in bottom diameter.  If you plant them 
10’ apart, they will touch each other in 5 
years.  If you plant them 30’ apart, they 
will touch each other in 15 years.  To get 
better coverage quicker, plant the trees in 
staggered rows (think of the intersections 
of a diamond pattern).  Plant three rows, 
with the rows further apart than the 
individual trees within each row.  If you 
plant the trees closer together, you can cut 
some of them out as they grow, but people 

White Pine Windbreak
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tend not to want to do that.  Instead, they 
let the trees grow until the branches are 
touching, at which point the movement of 
the wind breaks the growth buds off.  The 
result is in no more growth; the branches 
die, and you end up with dead branches in 
the middle of your windbreak.

PLANNING THE WINDBREAK
 First, decide where you want to plant 
your windbreak.  Measure the area length 
and width.  Allow plenty of space along 
property lines and away from buildings and 
utility lines, both above and below ground. 
Mark the places where you think you will 
want to plant trees, using something 
you can see easily, such as crumpled up 
newspapers or the little flags companies 
use to mark areas that have been sprayed.  
Go back into your house and look out the 
windows.  Is there something you want to 
see that might eventually be blocked by a 
tree (such as a mailbox, or the end of the 
driveway)?  It’s much easier to move the 
markers during the planning stages than 
to move the hole and/or tree later on!
 Make any adjustments.  Do you need 
a way through the trees to reach anything 
(such as access to a septic or propane 
tank)?  Allow plenty of room for them.

 Decide how many trees you need, 
what kind, what size, and (very important) 
how many you want to plant at a time.  
Call your supplier and place an order, 
letting them know when you will be able 
to pick up the trees, giving yourself plenty 
of time.  Even with help, planting more 
than 25-30 trees in a day is a major chore!
Dig the holes with a shovel; don’t use a 
posthole digger.  For one thing, you don’t 
need a deep hole, but more importantly, 
the posthole digger results in the sides of 
the hole being compacted; the roots can’t 
penetrate the sides as easily.
 Dig the hole as if you were going to 
plant a car/truck tire sideways and flush 
with ground level.  The resulting hole 
needs is large enough in area that the 
roots have about 3 years to grow before 
they get to the sides.
 After you dig the holes, go get your 
trees, preferably in the morning of planting 
day.  Plan to plant your trees the same day 
you pick them up.

PLANTING
 At the Grady Christmas Tree Farm, we 
sell only bare root trees for windbreaks.  
We dig them, bag them, and tie the bag(s) 
together.  They are ready to be planted 

when they leave our 
farm.  If you can’t 
plant within the next 
12-14 hours, open the 
bag(s), add a small 
amount of water, and 
swish it around to get 
the roots wet; tie the 
bag up again.  You can 
then plant them the 
next day.  Keep the 
bags in shade before 
and while you are planting the trees.  
 If you do purchase balled trees (in 
burlap or biodegradable containers), 
remove the burlap/container, shake the 
dirt off, and place the bare root plant in 
the hole.  It may seem counterintuitive, 
but the survival rate will actually be 
better.  The tree will have all fresh soil, 
with no ball, burlap, or container impeding 
the roots.
 To plant, put 3-4 gallons of water in 
the hole, put the tree in the water and 
add the dirt you removed from the hole, 
making a sloppy wet mud pie, thick 
enough to hold the tree upright, but thin 
enough that you won’t be tempted to put 
your foot in and tamp it down.  The mud 
will shrink from the sides of the hole as 

it dries, but since it will take the roots 3 
years to reach the edge of the hole, by the 
time they get there, the hole will naturally 
have filled up.
 If you plant the trees in March or 
April, they should do just fine with no 
additional watering.  The normal rainfall 
will water them.  However, if you plant 
your trees in May (or later in the summer), 
water them once a month until late fall.  
We stop selling trees after the trees start 
to show new growth in May, but nurseries 
will sell them at any time.  If there is new 
growth on your trees, plant them in late 
afternoon or early evening, and water 
them very well.
 We don’t recommend mulching the 

Norway Spruce Windbreak
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www.loweboats.com 

Includes $1,000 INSTANT SAVINGS Rebate  
Nationally Advertised Price includes Instant Savings rebate. Includes  

boat, motor, and trailer. Dealer freight, prep, & tax additional.

NATIONALLY  
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$16,395   
  w/ Mercury 60 ELPT
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trees when they are young or as they grow.  
Mice can get into the mulch and chew 
around the tree, girdling and eventually 
killing it.  Eventually, the dropped needles 
and cones form a natural mulch.
 You don’t need to fertilize the trees, 
nor do you need any soil amendments or 
special topsoil, just the dirt that originally 
came from the hole.  After all, once the 
roots hit the sides of the hole, that is the 
soil they will be growing in.

DEER
 If you have deer in the neighborhood, 
they will be attracted to your trees.  We 
recommend staking each tree with a metal 
rod or a length of EMT (tubing used for 
wiring conduit).  The deer will hit the rod 
with their antlers and back away.  If you 
use fencing, the deer will catch it in their 
antlers and rip it away.  As the trees grow, 
if you discover that the deer are rubbing 
a tree with their antlers, do not remove 
that tree.  Leave it, and they will return to 
it.  Remove it, and they will simply choose 
another tree as their target!
 You do not need pesticides, or at least 
not initially.  The most common pest is 

bagworms, and they seldom kill the tree.  
The best control for them is to pick them by 
hand, put them in a container with gasoline 
or dish detergent, and then burn them.  If 
you do need to spray them, BT (bacillus 
thuringiensis) is death to caterpillars of 
any kind, including butterflies and moths, 
so we don’t recommend using it except as 
a last measure.

Pruning – Don’t
 Don’t cut off the bottom branches of 
the young trees.  You want to block the 
wind at the lower levels, and so you need 
those branches.  If a tree has a double 
leader (two branches going up at the top), 
it’s OK to take 6”-10” off the top of one 
branch, but wait until the fall.  Often, birds 
will break one of the branches, so waiting 
to trim one back will save you a bit of 
work.
 While you can always trim any growth 
going where you don’t want it, don’t try 
to prune the trees to look like Christmas 
trees.  That looks good at first, with all 
those nice little conical shaped trees, but 
the trees will eventually grow too tall for 
you to maintain that shape, and they will 
no longer have a natural shape.  This is 
one reason why we don’t sell trees more 

than 48” tall, as they will have 
been pruned to be Christmas 
trees by that time, and the 
bottom branches won’t keep up 
with the rest of the tree.  They 
won’t look good, and you won’t 
be happy with them.

Experience Counts
 As one of the oldest 
Christmas Tree farms in Illinois, 
we have been planting trees 
since 1952.  In that time, we 
have made many mistakes, 
maybe not all of them, but lots 
of them.  We have learned what not to do, 
and in the process we have learned what 
really does work.

Who Are We?
We are the Grady Christmas Tree Farm, 
LLC, and we have been selling Christmas 
trees in one form or another for 62 
years.  We originally planted trees as an 
FFA erosion control project, getting our 
trees from the state.  When the business 
began, it was a partnership between O. 
Robert Grady (our father) and Richard 
Grady (our brother).  Eventually, Robert 
O. Grady joined the business (he was in 

the service when it began and he then 
worked for T.P.&W. railroad).  With the 
deaths of O. R. Grady in 2010 and Richard 
Grady in 2015, the remaining siblings and 
their spouses gathered forces to form the 
Grady Christmas Tree Farm, LLC.  Today, 
in addition to Robert & Emily Grady, the 
partners are Lou (Grady) Little, Pat (Grady) 
&Richard Bosley, and Alan Grady.  Several 
members of the next two generations 
work on the farm throughout the year, but 
especially during the Christmas season, so 
we have strong hopes that the business 
will continue for years to come.

Windbreak Trees . . . continued

White Pine Windbreak along driveway
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110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731

STR Outfitters

These memories will last a lifetime ....

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com
877.246.7896 YOUR PHOTO HERE!

IMAGINE . . .

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT 
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!
2017 LUNDS IN STOCK

1600 Fury Tiller w/Merc 25 HP 4S
1650 Rebel Tiller w/Honda 60 HP

(2) 1650 Rebels XS SS w/Merc 60 or  90HP 4S
(2) 1775 Impacts SS or Sport w/ Merc 115HP 4S

1875 Impact SS w/ Merc 150HP 4S
1775 Crossover XS w/ Merc 150 HP 4S

1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

LUND Impact 1875

FINANCING AVAILABLE!Bulk Oil Refill Deals! 

LET US RIG YOUR BOAT WITH 
THE LATEST ELECTRONICS!

CONSIGNMENT  BOATS WANTED

 April is the Jekyll and Hyde of fishing 
month on Norfork Lake. Jekyll is when 
spring is early and the fish move up the 
creeks and the first couple of weeks your 
thinking this is gone to be the best spring 
ever then a freak snow storm comes along 
with cold wind and everything is gone and 
you have to wait for the warm weather 
and fish movement back to the creeks. 
Hyde is the opposite. You think we will 
never see warm weather, no south winds 
or warm nights to bring the fish up to the 
shore or creeks. Then about the time when 
you have given up everything explodes 
and you’re catching fish every time out. 
The normal pattern for April is warm gusty 

spawning shad. You can find them in very 
shallow water early and late afternoon and 
into evening. If the water is stained or off 
color and the wind is blowing into the bank 
you can catch stripers all day long. The night 
bite for stripers will be at its peak all over 
the lake. The best bite starts at dusk and is 
usually over by midnight. The best baits are 
5 to 6” rouges thrown parallel to the bank 
and either twitched or slow reeled back. 
Sometimes the bite will be right at the boat. 
A bonus fish when night fishing is walleye. 

south winds that warm the northern banks 
and push the bait up into the creeks. The 
fish will follow the bait and once the water 
temperature hits the 60 degree mark the 
stripers will start their spawning cycle. 
The crappie will also be beginning their 
spawn. The white bass will be finished 
but their post spawn feeding cycle will 
be in full swing. The bass will be busting 
the surface chasing shad and the males 
will be getting ready making the beds and 
waiting for the big females.
 Once we get the consistent April 
weather these patterns will work for 
stripers, bass, and crappie. The stripers 
will be staging up the creeks feeding on 

A lot of good size walleye are caught when 
anglers are fishing for stripers. My fishing 
technique in April and May for stripers 
revolves around shad. I like to use 4 to 6” 
gizzard shad and 4 to 5” threadfin shad. I 
use floats with no weight or a small split 
set far behind the boat. I then set out 2 
planner boards that parallel the shore. The 
closest board to the shore will have a 6” 
gizzard shad, the next one will have a bigger 
shad on it, that one is my attraction shad. 
Stripers will come up to look at that bait 

APRIL IS THE JEKYLL AND HYDE 
OF FISHING ON NORFORK LAKE
By Thomas P. Reynolds

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com
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then hit the smaller bait. I then set out free 
lines with small split shot, these lines have 
just a small split shot and bait. Again I let 
them out far behind the boat. I then putout 
a giant bait right behind the engine that I 
call a transom bait. A big striper will swipe 
at that bait and sometimes take it. The bait 
size will average 10” or bigger. Finally I will 
add 2 more free lines but they will be set 
out shorter than the others. The best places 
to fish in April and May are shorelines that 
contain old road beds, foundations, and 
brush piles. Stripers will hold in the brush 
piles waiting on bait. These techniques are 
tried and trued and will work on any body 
of water. If you cannot get shad try big 
shiners known as brooders or number 30’s. 
They will also work but will not produce the 
numbers that shad does.
 Crappie should have moved into 
shallow water spawning on small brush 
or shallow brush piles. As long as the 
weather stays warm and mild the spawn 
will continue until a heavy rain or sudden 
cold snap will push them off the banks into 
a little deeper water. Just move off the 
bank and fish the same method you were 
using but in deeper water. Once it warms 

April on Norfork Lake . . . continued back up you will find them 
on the bank. Minnows and 
small jigs are the best 
baits on the lake. Jig colors 
vary by the day but day in 
and out minnows is your 
best bait. Once the spawn 
is over spider rigging the 
deeper water will produce 
limits of crappie. The best 
creeks for crappie are Big 
Creek, Brushy Creek, Pigeon 
Creek, and Bennett’s Bayou 
on the main lake. The upper lake areas are 
Red Bank, Calamity, and Bryant Creek.
 Bass fishing is very good in April. The 
bass will have moved up on shore and will 
be chasing shad. Throwing spinner baits on 
windward shore will catch you lots of active 
bass. If that bite slows try a jig and pig or 
worm on slopping points in the creeks. Early 
morning and late afternoon will see lots of 
top water action. Look in the bays heading 
into the creeks like the entrance to Bennett’s 
Bayou. It has a very large bay that holds 
whites and bass in the spring. This time 
of year you can catch bass on any bank on 
this lake. Some of my favorite spots are Big 
and Brushy Creeks. They get stained early 
and the water is usually warmer but don’t 

be afraid to pick a bank and start 
fishing. There is not a bad place on 
Norfork Lake that time of year.
 No matter when you fish 
in April you can expect very 
warm temperatures to very cold 
temperatures in the same day or 
week you’re here. You just have 
to be prepared for the weather 
and you will catch fish and have 
a great time doing it.
 Tom & Sean Reynolds have 
fished Lake Norfork for over 51 
years and they guide out of Tracy 
Ferry Marina; you can reach him 
at www.stroutfitters.com, 870-
421-1541 or on Facebook.
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HEARTLAND HOOK & BULLET OUTDOOR 
EXPO TO BE HELD IN MT. VERNON
 Kicking off its inaugural year, the Heartland Hook & Bullet Outdoor Expo will be 
held at the Crossroads of I-57 and I-64 at the DoubleTree by Hilton (formerly Holiday 
Inn). The event on Saturday, April 8th from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sunday, April 9th from 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
 “We currently have vendors with everything from Elk meat and products to 
metal signs, ATV’s, fishing supplies, wildlife home décor and more,” stated Heath 
Accomando of Mondo’s Taxidermy and the event chair. 
 Just north of Rend Lake, Mt. Vernon is located in Jefferson County, where hunting 
and fishing opportunities are plentiful. Picturesque landscape 
enables urban residents an escape from the hustle and bustle 
of the city. New bike trails are being formed near Jaycee Lake and the 
King City Dirt Riders have memberships available for motorcycle and ATV 
enthusiasts who can enjoy open riding at the club as well as club 
sponsored Hill Climbs, Moto Crosses and Hare Scrambles each year. 
“You don’t have to travel far to find enjoyment for outdoor activit ies 
in Mt. Vernon,” Mike Coleman, event co-chair and local Shelter Insurance 
representative adds. “Besides Rend Lake, there are many places for the 
public to fish in Jefferson County, hunting is plentiful and other o u t d o o r 
activities are growing every day.” 
 R & J Tactical Lazer Tag will be set up for all ages to play and a series 
of speakers will present information and education on a number of topics 
throughout the event. Martin Family Bounce Houses will have inflatables 
and a variety of concessions will be available. 
 “People in our region have been asking us to have an outdoor expo here 
for a long time,” Angela Schrum, Tourism & Mt. Vernon Festivals, I n c . 
Director continued. “It is going to be a great family event weekend for Mt. 
Vernon and we anticipate visitors from all over the region.”
 Hotel specials can be accessed by calling the former Holiday Inn in Mt. 
Vernon at 618-244-7100 and mentioning the Hook & Bullet Expo. 
Vendors will have products for demonstration and for sale as well as prizes 
and giveaways for attendees. Some of the vendors scheduled to a t t e n d 
include: 
• Antlers & Antler Products • ATV’s and Side by Sides
• Bicycles • Dirt Riders Club information 
• Duck & Goose calls • Duck Heads
• Elk meat • Fishing supplies
• Handmade Jewelry • Metal Signs
• Information about outdoor events for injured soldiers 
• Information about properties for sale
• Insurance
• MO/IA guided hunt information 
• Mt. Vernon Festivals information
• Outdoor Magazine • Pampered Chef
• Scent Spray • Taxidermy
• Wax, warmers and product catalogs
• Wildlife home décor
• And much more! 

For more information about securing a booth or attending the expo, c o n t a c t 
the Mt. Vernon Convention & Visitors Bureau at 618-242-3151 or tourism@
mtvernon.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2017
11:00 am - 5:00 pm
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by A.K. Thompson
“FLESHING OUT…”
 I can’t remember how old I was. I 
know for certain I bought the book, Flesh, 
by Philip Jose Farmer at an airport. I can’t 
remember which airport, I can’t remember 
where I was going. I do remember laying 
in the hot sun on a blanket at Lowell Park 
in my hometown, while the Rock River 
gently, muddily, drifted by. I went to the 
park almost daily that summer, my red 
mesh flip flops kicked off to the side – 
dirty toes dragging through the warm 
grass. I must have spent hours upon hours 
just laying around reading that summer – 
smoking cigarettes, sneaking a beer here 
or there – my best guess is I was 19 or 
20, probably home for the summer from 
college. 

 The reason 
I bring this up, is 
because perhaps 
the book in some 
way, influenced my 
fascination with deer 
antlers. It certainly 
got my attention. I 
guess you could put 
the book into the 
category of Erotic 

Science Fiction. Believe me, I was not 
seeking erotica when I purchased the 
book – it was on the clearance shelf, and 
I recognized the author immediately as 
a person I admired. In high school I had 
found a ratty old paperback, Venus on the 
Half-Shell, by Kilgore Trout – trouble with 
that is, Kilgore Trout isn’t a real person, 
he is a beloved character in many Kurt 
Vonnegut novels – Vonnegut disputed 
writing Venus, and credit ultimately fell 
to Farmer. Venus is a masterful work of 
science fiction. I loved it, so when I saw 
Famer’s name on the novel I just bought it, 
and was not disappointed. 
 The story goes something like this: 
The main character, Peter Stagg, is an 
astronaut who leaves Earth in the 21st 

Century, to return some 800 years later, 
where he finds it profoundly changed. 
The regular folk have been replaced, or 
evolved or de-evolved (however you want 
to see it), by pagan cultists and totally 
bizarre societies. One group is known 
at the “Elk” women. (Probably another 
reason why I liked the book is because 
of the matriarchal aspect of the society). 
Then, it gets weird.
 Stagg has antlers grafted onto his 
skull. The female Elk christen him the 
“Sun Hero,” and from there he becomes 
the sex slave of the Elk women. He is 
forced to have intercourse with virtually 
every woman in the group, especially the 
virgins. He is worshipped as a perfect 
male specimen, but also burdened by his 
situation – the bulk of the quality of the 
story occurs in Stagg’s inner-dialogue, 
exposing his internal conflicts. I think 
there’s a bunch of stuff with arrows, too, 
but I can’t remember exactly. 
 The book sort of haunted me a little. 
It is so visceral, so brutally honest, and the 
sexual aspect is obvious, but only through 
the analogy of the antlers. Without the 
extreme situation of Stagg (ugh, what a 
see-through name, but whatever), being 

physically altered in such a violent way as 
to have his skull split open, and buttons 
of Elk antlers grafted onto his skull, the 
story just wouldn’t be able to be written 
successfully. 
 How brilliant to steal from such a 
naturally brutal expression of sexuality. 
There is nothing so obviously, so extremely 
sexual, as represented by antler growth in 
deer. It is deeply tied to the male sex and 
reproduction. Just think about the pain a 
buck goes through, his body depleted of 
the minerals and protein that go into the 
creation of bone that can grow up to an 
inch and a half a day. At the end of rut, 
bucks look terrible – haggard, near death.
When a buck is born, he has two circular 
areas on his skull called pedicles. As 
early as 4 months of age, the release of 
testosterone signals the pedicles to begin 
generating the soft, velvety tissue that 
will become the antler. This is literally like 
growing two giant, swollen tumors out of 
the skull. This flesh is full of blood vessels, 
cartilage and nerve tissue. By early fall, 
the buck’s body starts maxing out the 
release of testosterone, triggering the 
calcification of the antlers. All that velvety 
soft tissue converts directly into bone as 

*Prices Per Person, Plus Tax & Subject to change.Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed. 
$75 non-refundable deposit per person required.All packages include: Lodging, Boat, Motor, 
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all the mineral deposits are leached out of 
the surrounding tissue. 
 At this point, the velvet dries up and 
starts to fall off – I can’t imagine how itchy 
that must feel – like a huge scab, like a sun 
burn – so he rubs his crown on saplings 
to help it along. Then, the buck fights 
his ass off for a few weeks, doesn’t eat, 
hardly sleeps, mates at every opportunity, 
and after several more weeks, the heavy 
bone stalks fall off of his skull, only for the 
entire nightmare to begin all over again.
 Antler growth is science fiction as far 
as I’m concerned. 
 There is something radical that 
happens in my brain when I pick up an 
antler. Holding an antler, turning it over in 
my hands, is like touching God – whatever 
that big idea is – the spiritual hush of Dirt 
Church. Touching any bone is like that for 
me, but antler especially, because in this 
special case, the grower of the antler 
is still very much alive, and will go on to 
grow another set, and another, so long as 
he doesn’t meet the wrong end of a gun, 
until he is old and greying around the snout 
– with age his racks have become stouter 
and smaller, lop-sided and awkward, no 
doubt far more burdensome than when he 
was a young buck.

 So why am I so fascinated by the 
Famer novel? Why has it stuck with me 
through the years? Why do I want to re-
read it? Suppose there is something sexual 
– in other words, something natural, 
something inherent to our livelihood, that 
attracts us to hunting, foraging – reading. 
I am passionate about words to no end 
– the difficultly of putting them together 
with an affective reader response – just 
how damn hard it is to convey things 
sometimes, how much blood I feel as 
though I must push from my fingertips, 
and onto the page, only leaving it to dry 
up, crumble and flake away. What gets me 
more, is when something is so profound 
to me that I can’t find the words – when 
something socks me in the gut so hard, 
I’m left doubled-over, heaving, not able to 
get my breath. I live for those moments. 
Reading a book that makes you think hard 
leaves me feeling that way – finding a nice shed is my favorite gut-punch. Amen.

A.K. Thompson is a writer and teacher who makes her home in southern Illinois, where she tends a small menagerie of 
critters. She holds a Master’s Degree in Writing and Consciousness from the New College of California, and a MFA in 
Creative Writing from Southern Illinois University. She has served as an Assistant Editor for the Crab Orchard Review.  Her 
work has appeared in STORY Magazine, Surreal South -- An Anthology of Short Fiction and Poetry, The Smoking Poet, and 
The Chiron Review, among others; Relentless, Envious Death: The Biographies of Katherine and Solomon Bethea was 
published in 2011.  Email A.K.: akdirtchurch@gmail.com
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When looking 
for ammunition 
we can be a 

little overwhelmed by all the different 
brands and the different bullet types 
on the market. Here are a few of the 
questions one might ask when choosing 
ammunition; Always is Price!? Will the 
ammunition function in the firearm in 
which the ammunition is to be used 
in? Will the ammunition offer the best 
accuracy in the firearm? What context 
am I going to using the ammunition in 
(hunting, home/personal defense, target 
shooting, competition)? Some of these 
questions can only be answered by you 
by testing and putting the time in on 
the range. Other questions answered 
by studying the ballistic charts and 
information from the manufacture. 
Another great source you might try 
would be tests that independent testers 
have conducted on Ballistic jell to get a 
good indication of bullet performance 
in the test media. The all around best 
is field proven and time tested. Has the 
ammunition worked in the real world and 
done what it was supposed to?

 Will the it function in the firearm 

in which the ammunition is to be 
used in? 
 One of your priorities will be 
selecting ammunition that will function 
in the firearm without causing stoppages 
and failures. It really isn’t as hard as it 
sounds. You are going to have to spend 
some time on the range though. The 
ammunition must fit into the magazine 
if your gun uses one. It must fit in and 
through the action of the gun. Here we are 
making reference to overall length of the 
cartridge. For the most part not a problem 
with factory loaded ammunition. You can 
run into issues with reloaded ammunition. 
Some firearms make it easier than others 
because of the action. Revolvers, bolt 
guns, single shots, and pump actions are 
generally pretty straight forward. Not 
a lot of working parts. The action that 
we run into function issues with is the 
semi-auto. The ammunition must fit in 
and not cause jamming in the magazine. 
If ammunition is to long in the magazine 
it can bind and the magazine follower 
and spring can’t push the ammunition 
to the top of the magazine to be picked 
up by the slide or bolt and pushed into 
the chamber. The ammunition must pass 
through the action without jamming 
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before chambering. When feeding off 
of the magazine the ammunition can hit 
the feed ramp wrong and cause a failure 
to feed. This is sometimes due to the 
design of the projectile (conical profile) 
or the overall length of the cartridge. 
The ammunition must pass through the 
ejection port. This is an important thing 
when we are unloading and clearing the 

gun to make it empty and safe. If the 
ammunition gets caught in the ejection 
port it can be unintendedly discharged 
by operating the action. If it lands in 
the right place the primer can line up 
with the extractor or sharp edge corner 
of the ejection port and when the action 
is released it can strike the primer with 
sufficient force to cause the round to 

400 Comfort Drive
Marion, IL 62959

(618) 998-1220
bestwesternmarion.com

~ Conveniently located on I-57 at exit 53
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fire. I have seen this in training classes 
and on the competition range. It is rare 
that this happens but it is possible. So 
function test the ammunition for feed, 
chambering, extraction, and ejection. 
My suggestion is about two hundred 
rounds. If the ammunition does not fail in 
two hundred rounds it should be good. I 
even test ammunition in a dirty gun. Not 
all firearms owners properly maintains 
their firearms. There is nothing worse 
than being in the field and having a gun 
jam when loading or when attempting 
to get that important follow-up shot. 
We certainly don’t want the jam or have 
a failure in a critical life threatening 
incident when it’s life or death.

 Will the ammunition offer the 
best accuracy in the firearm? 
 Guns can be finicky about 
ammunition. Not only in function but 
also in accuracy. We want ammunition 
to provide the best and most consistent 
accuracy possible when we are doing 
our part (good shooting fundamentals). 
Finding the most accurate ammunition 
is also going to take some testing. The 

Get in a real handgun trining class! Improve marksmanship skills and 
gun handling skills, learn  defensive shooting, get better prepared, 
and increase your survival rate. Come see what you don’t know about 
defensive shooting and self defense. I guarantee you will leave class 
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various different brands of ammunition 
can provide different points of impact. 
The ammunition may cause an increase 
in the cone of deviation and affect the 
group size. This may be caused by 
the projectile and changes in velocity 
from brand to brand. Projectile ogive 
and projectile length for example. This 
will affect how much of the projectile 
has contact with the rifling, lands and 
grooves, of the barrel. Here twist rate 
of the rifling can be a factor. Faster twist 
rate, 1:7 will generally support heavier 
longer projectiles. Slower twist rates, 
1:12, will generally support a lighter 
shorter projectile in a given caliber. 
Matching projectile to twist rate will 
affect accuracy. Especially in long guns. 
Velocity can also affect accuracy. Some 
guns like higher velocity others like 
slower velocity. So again testing and 
time on the range is required. We can 
usually tell with twenty or so rounds 
or less if a ammunition is going to be 
accurate in the firearm of choice. Shoot 
it through a clean barrel and shoot it in 
a dirty or fowled barrel. Chart and log 
the performance so you can compare 

ammunition brands and projectile types. 
Those of you who reload out there have 
an advantage because you can custom 
load ammunition to get the absolute best 
accuracy. Getting the most bang for your 
buck. Accuracy is really important for 
competitive shooters but even more so 
for the hunter. Accuracy is the difference 
between taking game cleanly and going 
home without. Knowing the bullet will 
hit the point of aim adds confidence and 
aids in your ability to put the bullet in the 
vitals of game. Quick, clean, humane kills.

 What context am I going to be 
using the ammunition in (hunting, 
home/personal defense, target 
shooting, competition)? 
 The context in which you will be 
using the gun should also determine 
ammunition choice. It has to be a big 
consideration. Hunting ammunition has 
different qualities and performances 
from defensive ammunition. Target, 
plinking, and training munitions are 
different yet. Competition well that’s a 
big can of worms for another time. Each 
context has different expectations and 

requires different performance from the 
projectile. 

 Hunting ammunition must be 
accurate. Must function reliably. And 
must perform ballistically in the clean 
ethical taking of game. Game size is 
going to determine caliber and projectile 
type. We are not going to be taking that 
soft little bunny with a magnum load. It’s 
just overkill and tends to destroy meat. 
When considering a hunting ammunition 
we want a round that will penetrate and 
deliver a large permanent wound channel. 
Generally larger calibers for larger game. 
Over penetration is not a consideration 
in hunting ammunition. Deer sized game 
and larger we want a bonded bullet 
that will expand, maintain its weight 
and hopefully provide full pass through 
providing a good exit wound. We want to 
take the game for food and fur damage is 
not a big concern. For predators and fur 
bearers ballistic tipped and hollow points 
and in some cases solid projectiles fit the 
bill. Generally smaller calibers. Theses 
bullet are designed to enter the body 
and fragment leaving a small entrance 
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without exit to minimize damage to 
the pelt. The game we are chasing will 
determine ballistic performance we want 
from the ammunition.

 Home and Personal Defense is 
a context we want to really think about 
and test for. The ammunition you choose 
here could be the difference between 
life and death. Defensive ammunition 
must function in your defensive firearm 
flawlessly. Defensive ammunition must 
be accurate. It must feed every time. It 
must go bang every time. It must extract 
and eject every time. In life threatening 
critical incidents where lives are on the 
line we can’t afford failures or stoppages 
or inaccuracy. When choosing a defensive 
ammunition we want a modern bonded 
hollow point bullet. Lots of manufacturers 
out there making some type of defensive 
ammunition. Defensive ammunition is 
designed to penetrate between 9 and 15 
inches thus reducing the chances of over 
penetration. Projectiles are designed 
to rapidly expand, maintain weight and 
deliver and deposit their energy into the 
threat. Increasing the reliability and rate 

of incapacitation of the threat. Stopping 
the bad guy from doing serious bodily 
harm to the innocent. You will have to 
do some testing to find the one that is 
accurate in your defensive firearm and 
functions reliably. Some more range time 
and time on the trigger. Test a hundred 
rounds or so from each manufacturer for 
function reliability. During those test you 
should also test for accuracy. Defensive 
ammunition is expensive and not the 
ammunition you will want to practice and 
train with. For practice and training find a 
cheap full metal jacketed round with the 
same or nearly the same point of impact 
as your choice of defensive ammunition. 
This way you won’t get caught up in 
using Kentucky Windage or adjusting 
your sights every time you change 
ammunition from defensive to practice. 
You are also more likely to practice and 
train with the less expensive FMJ or solid 
lead ammunition. Find a ammunition that 
performs in your defensive firearm and 
stay with it! Also practicing and training 
with that defensive firearm is essential.

 Target shooting and plinking. 

Ammunition choice here is less critical. 
It’s all about fun and just getting out and 
shooting. Practicing the fundamentals 
and having fun. Trigger time! We can be 
less picky about this ammunition it may 
not be the most accurate and may not 
function flawlessly. Keep in mind though 
it’s not going to be a lot of fun if you 
are continuously clearing malfunctions. 
The point here is fun shooting. Cheaper 
ammunition for target shooting and 
plinking means more time shooting. 

 Competition shooters are really 
particular about ammunition. The 
ammunition choice here can be the 
difference between winning and losing 
a match. Getting into the money or not. 
Placing well in the standings. It’s about 
speed and accuracy. In competition, 
USPSA or IDPA for example, we want 
ammunition to function flawlessly, be 
very accurate, have low recoil, and still 
meet the power factor. Fast times. Quick 
follow-up shots. A high level of accuracy. 
Projectile types and performance are 
less critical in competition. After all 
we are punching paper and knocking 

down steel. No ones life is depending 
on ballistic performance or affects on a 
threat or the clean taking of game. It’s 
about competition and fun. For some it’s 
a living and the ammunition can make the 
difference.
 Ammunition choice can make the 
difference. Not all ammunition is created 
equal. Not all guns like all ammunition. 
You will need to test. So, get to the range 
and practice before hunting season is 
on top you to be successful in the field. 
You need to train and practice for the 
defensive use of a firearm to be good in 
a fight. And, you competition shooters. 
Well, you already know you have to train 
and practice and work at it to be good 
for competition. The best ammunition 
in the world will not make up for poor 
skills on your part. Remember shooting is 
a perishable skill and must be practiced 
regularly to maintain your skills. 
　
Tim Milligan; T-M Firearms Training 
“Sometimes a instructor. Always a 
student.”
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NEW 2017 Cheverolet  Colarado Extended 
Cab Long Box- 2 WD- $25,025

NEW 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 
Short Box 4-WD LT All Star Edition- $41,742

NEW 2017 Silverado 1500 Crew Cab Short 
Box- 4 WD LT All Star Edition- $38,714

USED 2016 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew 
Cab Short Box 4-WD LTZ- $39,190

NEW 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 
Short Box- 4WD LT All Star Edition- $39,220

USED 2015 GMC Sierra 1500 Crew Cab Short Box 
4-WD SLT, SLT Premium Package- $41,999

Turkeys All Day Long . . . continued

WHOLESALE • RETAIL
BEEF • PORK • LAMB

VISIT OUR STEAK’N CHOP SHOP AND TRY OUR:
SMOKED HAM-BACON-LUNCHEON MEATS

BEEF STEAKS-PORK CHOPS-SAUSAGE PRODUCTS

Office Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7am-5:30pm
Retail Market: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat. 6am-5:30pm

(309) 673-0721
TOLL FREE 1-800-331-0545

1413 N. Raber Rd. • Peoria, Illinois 61604
Off Farmington Rd.

Bar-B-Que Pork • Polish Sausage • Butterfly Pork Chops
Weiners • Meat & Cheese Trays • On-Site Barbecue

Whole Hogs Roasted

WE ACCEPT 
LINK CARDS

Excalibur 
Seasonings!
COME TO OUR 
OLD TIME 
BUTCHER SHOP!

WE DO CATERING MEAT BUNDLES 
CUSTOM SLAUGHTERING & PROCESSING AVAILABLE

hunting state. Be sure to check state 
hunting regulations before pressing 
beyond the noon hour. For those who can 
chase a noon gobble, it’s time to look for 
loafing areas.
 Your pre-hunt scouting should reveal 
shady areas adjacent to field edges and 
feeding zones where turkeys go to seek 
shelter from midday temperatures. Turkeys 
will also spend midday hours dusting to 
rid themselves of vermin. Look for dusty, 
dished-out bowls in known turkey haunts, 
and you’ll surely find sign of turkey loafing.
 As the season progresses, more 
and more hens begin to slip away in the 
morning to tend to nesting chores. With 
hens focused more on their soon-to-be 
young, gobblers find themselves with 
fewer ladies to impress.

WHAT’S THIS 
MEAN FOR YOU?
 Gobblers are 
often alone and a 
few soft calls can 
produce some of 
the best gobbling 
action of the day.
 N o o n t i m e 
temps can curtail 
gobbling, but 
don’t bet on it or 
let it become an 
excuse to head back to the truck. While 
hunting in Texas a few years back my 
guide and I called a tom into shooting 
range when it was 105 degrees…in the 
shade!

AFTERNOON: FEEDING AND ROOST 
TRAVEL
 The noontime rule is still in play 
for gobblers that have lost their flock 
to nesting activities. Lone gobblers are 
wandering around, oftentimes tight-
lipped, but a well-timed call on your part 
into a coulee could kick start some mid-
afternoon delight.
 Your afternoon hunt, like a noontime 
hunt, should take place near a loafing zone, 
but as the sun begins sliding westward, 
start looking for turkey activity near field 
edges and feeding locales as birds try to 
fill up before flying to roost.

AFTERNOON CALLING TIPS
 Lone gobblers come to mid-afternoon 
calls best, but hens also have a tendency 

to come to other hens as flocks begin 
to regroup for roost travel. I’ve called in 
dozens of gobblers in the mid-afternoon 
hours, some with hens leading the charge. 
I typically start subtle, but I’ve always 
followed a rule of talking back in the same 
manner of the responding birds. Boss 
hens oftentimes require a cantankerous 
response.

SUNSET: TRAVEL PATTERNS
 Now is the time to see if you’re a 
gambler.
 Sunset setups can be successful 
since turkeys will be on a guaranteed trail 
to their roosts. The risk is that a screw-
up on your behalf could cause birds to 
abandon a traditional roost and ruin a 
sunrise setup. If you do find a sunset 
pattern where turkeys follow a field edge 
back to a roost, be sure to set up far 

enough away so birds won’t be alarmed if the ambush goes awry.
 A surefire, travel pattern demands a ground-blind setup to ensure turkeys won’t see 
you hunkering in the shadows. Wild turkeys lead a paranoid life, but that doesn’t mean 
you can’t target their behavior with hour-by-hour strategies.

Wild turkeys will feed in late afternoon to prepare 
for sunset roost travel. Photo:NWTF



0 Bloomington Rd, East Peoria $175,000
•  19 acres
•  Excellent Building Site in East Peoria. 2/3 cleared, level and wooded
•  Great layout opportunities for your new home or outbuilding
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!

 Homeowners, get excited: It’s tax season, 
that magical time of year when having a 
house actually saves you money. But just 
know that taking advantage of all these tax 
breaks can be kind of complicated, especially 
if you’re used to filing a 1040EZ and calling it 
a day. For one, with a home, it usually makes 
sense to itemize your deductions rather than 
take the standard, so that means it’s really on 
you to know all the niggling things that make 
the cut. To help you make sure you aren’t 
missing anything, we’ve compiled this handy 
home tax deduction checklist. Don’t file that 

return until you’re sure you’ve got ’em all!

Mortgage interest
 This is the big kahuna: All of the interest 
you pay on your mortgage is tax-deductible 
for loans up to $1 million, says Mark 
Jaeger of TaxAct. You do have to itemize 
deductions to take it, but it’s almost always 
worth it, especially with a new loan. Most 
mortgages are structured so that you pay 
the interest first. So if you have a $300,000 
fixed-rate 30-year loan at 4% interest, in 
your first year, you’d be deducting $10,920. 

(Find out how much you’ll save using 
our mortgage calculator.)

Private mortgage insurance
 If you couldn’t make a 20% down 
payment on your home, most lenders require 
that you pay private mortgage insurance 
(PMI). The upside is, it’s tax-deductible as 
long as your adjusted gross income is less 
than $100,000. (For each $1,000 you make 
after that, you can deduct 10% less of 
your PMI, up to $109,000.) PMI is generally 
between 0.3% and 1.5% of the loan amount 
annually, so on a $300,000 loan, you’d be 
deducting between and $900 and $4,500.

Related Articles
•  Make Sure to Take These Home 

Improvement Tax Deductions for 2016
•  The Home Office Tax Deduction: One of 

the Most Misunderstood (and Dangerous) 
Tax Breaks

•  Tax Benefits of Owning a Home: Do You 
Know Them All?

Points
If you bought or refinanced a home in 2016, 
you may have paid points—fees that you 
pay when you get your loan, either to lower 
your interest rate or to cover origination 
fees. Each point is 1% of the loan amount, 
so a $300,000 loan with two points would 
mean a $6,000 deduction for you.
 Refinance points, however, have to 
be amortized over the life of the loan. So 
for that same $300,000 loan, if you’re 
refinancing with a 30-year fixed mortgage, 
you’d be deducting $200 a year for the next 
30 years (or until you sell the property).
Home improvement loan interest

More Service.
More Sales.

VanceMARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

120 COUNTRY LAKE 
DRIVE, PEKIN- $159,900

•  3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
• Central Air
• Tremont Schools
•  24x60 Outbuilding- 

Insulated and Heated
• 10 Foot Ceilings
• Above Ground Pool and Spa
• Fireplace
• $96 per year for well service

150 S Main St.
Morton, IL 61550

603 S. LINDEN ST.
DELAVAN- $94,900

•  Delavan Schools 
• Large rooms
• 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
• Newer appliances all stay
• 960 Sq. Ft.
•  Wood Burning Stove, 

Family Room
• New Windows and Doors
• Outdoor Patio
• 2 Car Garage
• Central Air
• Public Sewer
• Public Water
• Full Basement with Fireplace

YOUR HOME TAX DEDUCTION CHECKLIST: 
DID YOU GET THEM ALL?

25140 Spring Creek Rd. Washington $299,000
•  Spacious 3BR/3.5BA W/Open floor plan located on 2.49 acres
• Floor to Ceiling wood burning fire place
•  Finished Basement with built in bar & gas fireplace
•  Plenty of storage and possible 4th and 5th bedroom
• Perfect property to build an outbuilding
• Horses Welcome

$588,000
• Magnificent 7 BR, 5 Bath + 2 Half Baths
• Gorgeous Hardwood Floors • Corian Counter tops
• Stainless Steel Appliances • Wet & Dry Saunas 
• Finished Basement  • Theatre Room
• Large Deck with Large Back Yard • 2- Fireplaces

SHANNON GAUNT

405 N. Morton Ave.
Morton, IL 61550

309.263.4500
www.shannongaunt.com

117 Lakeview Drive, Morton- $184,900
• On Ossami Lake  • 3 BR, 2.5 Bath
• 4 Season Sun Room  • Hot Tub Room
• 2 Fireplaces  • 2nd Kitchen in Basement
• New AC in 2015  • New Windows

By Audrey Ference
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 In addition to deducting the interest on 
your mortgage, if you take out a HELOC or 
a home equity loan that you spend improving 
your home, you can deduct up to $100,000 
of interest on that loan. A $50,000, 15-year 
home equity loan at 7% interest will give 
you a $3,157 deduction in the first year.

Property taxes
 Every cent you pay in property taxes 
has an upside: It’s deductible! Property tax 
rates vary in the U.S. from 0.28% to 2.38%. 
On a property assessed at $300,000, you’d 
be deducting between $840 (in Hawaii) and 
$7,140 (in New Jersey).

Energy-efficient upgrades
 Get some green for going green: The 
IRS wants to give you a 30% tax credit for 
installing eligible solar panels, fuel cells, 
solar water heaters, geothermal heat 
pumps, and wind turbines. There is no upper 
limit to this credit, so if you dropped $30,000 
this year on some sweet solar panels, you 
can take a $9,000 tax credit.
 Another kind of energy efficiency credit 
is to take 10% of the cost of qualifying roofs, 
insulation, doors, windows, and skylights (up 
to $200 for windows and skylights). Qualifying 
energy-efficient biomass stoves, central air 
conditioning units, air source heat pumps, and 
water heaters are good for a $300 credit.
 Furnaces and hot water boilers get you a 

ANNUAL SPORTING GOODS 
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
APRIL 1ST, 2017 AT 9:00 AM 

OKAWVILLE COMMUNITY 
CLUB BUILDING

511 South Hanover St., Okawville, IL 62271
 AUCTIONEERS:

 Jim Lehde Cowboy Kolweier Steve Ehinger
 IL License #441.001704 IL License # 441.001530  IL License #441.001981
 618-559-5082 618-3142917 618-304-8737

409 E. Stevenson Rd., Ottawa, IL 61350

SPRING FIREARMS 
MILITARY & HUNTING AUCTION
SATURDAY APRIL 29 AT 9:00AM

100-200 Firearms
WW2 German Military Collection, US Military Uniform 

Collection, Ammo, Knives and much more. 
Call 815-220-5005 for consignment information

$150 credit, and the right air circulating fan 
is worth $50. Just keep in mind that there’s 
a lifetime limit of $500 for this credit, so just 
make sure you haven’t maxed out already.

Home office deduction
 People who have a dedicated home 
office may want to take the home office 
deduction. This was recently simplified 
into a standard deduction of $5 a square 
foot, up to 300 square feet. No more 
dividing up utility bills or keeping receipts. 
For a 200-square-foot office, that could 
be a nice $1,000 deduction. Be careful, 
though, because the IRS is strict about 
this deduction. “If you call it an office, but 
there’s a treadmill in there, that could be 
trouble if you’re audited,” says Jaeger.

Home sale exemption (if you sold your 
home last year)
 If you sold your home for a profit in 
2016, you’re doubly lucky, in that most of 
your capital gains will be tax-free—up to 
$250,000 single or $500,000 for a married 
couple filing jointly. Plus any money you spent 
on home improvements should get added 
to your home’s tax “basis.” For example, 
if you bought your place for $500,000, and 
put $200,000 into it over the time you lived 
there, your basis is now $700,000. If you sold 
the home for $900,000, you’ll pay zero taxes 
on that $200,000 in profits.

DOWN PAYMENTS FOR FIRST-
TIME HOME BUYERS STILL IN 
THE SINGLE DIGITS
By Andrea Riquier 
 First the good news: down payments 
among first-time home buyers are getting 
slightly bigger.
 Now the not-so-good news: that’s not 
saying much.
 First the good news: down payments 
among first-time home buyers are getting 
slightly bigger.
 Now the not-so-good news: that’s not 
saying much.
 By that metric, any down payment not 
in the 0-6% range is bigger, and therefore 
probably better both for the system and 
for most individual buyers. But just barely: 
the median among first-timers in 2016 was 
6%, according to separate data NAR tracks. 
Among all buyers, the median is 10%.
 NAR notes that mortgages backed by the 
government, including the Federal Housing 
Administration and Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, have made features like low-down-
payment lending more available in order to 
attract more first-time buyers into the market.
 But those efforts have been “modest,” 
NAR noted, in part because most would-be 

buyers aren’t aware they exist.
 What’s more, they wrote, “some buyers 
may want to save for a bigger down payment 
to meet underwriting standards (e.g., debt-to-
income ratios, loan-to-value ratios), save on 
mortgage insurance, or get a lower interest rate.”
 There are different ways to think about 
down payments being lower now than in the 
past. Many analysts believe mortgage lending is 
so tight that it’s too restrictive – meaning that 
anyone who qualifies poses almost no credit risk.
 But some also worry that smaller upfront 
equity stakes mean bigger monthly payments, 
leaving homeowners less discretionary buying 
power.
 And while the current crop of buyers may 
have managed their credit impeccably in the past, 
it’s not clear how that history will translate when 
the economy turns down — and how those who’ve 
r e c e n t l y 
b o u g h t 
property at 
high prices 
with little skin 
in the game 
will handle it.
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Melvin & Annie Otto 
1749 State Hwy 133

Arthur, IL 61911
Otto’s Canvas: 217-543-3007 

Conklin: 217-543-5197
www.Conklin.com

MRS. MASTS
COOKIES 

Cream together 
2 C. Butter 
2 C. Sugar 
2 C. Brown Sugar 
Add 
4 Eggs 
2 tsp. Vanilla 
Mix in 
4 C. Flour 
5 C. Oatmeal (put small amounts in 
blender until it turns to powder)
1 tsp.  Salt 
2 tsp Baking Powder
 2 tsp. Baking Soda
Mix together all ingredients and add
1. 24oz. Chocolate Chips
2. 8oz. Plain Hershey Bar (finely grated)
1. 3 C. Chopped Pecans 

Place golf ball size cookies 2” apart on 
ungreased cookie sheet. Bake @ 345° 
for 8 or 9 minutes makes 112 cookies. 
ENJOY! 

Annie’s Conklin Corner
 “All the flowers of tomorrow are the 
seeds of today spring is upon us are we 
ready or not.” In our canvas shop boats 
are coming in out of storage for new 
boat covers. Elva is scrambling to make 
appointments. Rudy is already making 
convertible tops and Biminis   for this 
summer, Andy is making Sun Shade 
and we’re all working in the rips and 
tears that were created by the wind this 
winter.   
 Our new house is 
in the last stages of 
trim, doors, water hook 
ups! We are kinda like 
sitting on the edge of 
our seats like “when 
can we move in?” but 
the trimmers want 
us to stay out until 
they are completely 
done, so will try! But 
it is time to get in the 
garden, dig in flower 
beds and help these 

tender plants get started even though 
we all know they can still get their 
tender shoots frozen. 
 We are getting ready for the Home 
and Garden Show this week at Otto 
Center. We’ll talk with a lot of our 
customers there. Stop by our booth or 
when you come to Arthur stop in and 
we’ll give you a tour!
 On the Conklin side this month I 
want to talk about Conklin’s Fastrack   

for Kennel Dogs and may also be used 
for show dogs and pets, or you may 
have that Senior Dog or Cat that needs 
joint support. Conklin’s senior dog 
supplement fits that bill or you may want 
the Microbial Supplement to support 
digestion think of less feed nicer hair 
coat and immune response. Conklin’s 
Canine gel will help protect against 
Parvovirus, also Diarrhea, and other 
diseases for dogs with a challenge. 
Listen to this call about a Lady that uses 
and sells Fastrack products then give us 
a call at 217-543-3007.

 # 1 Parts and Service
Green Chevrolet

8017 N. Knoxville Ave.
Peoria, IL 61615

309-691-1150

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri. 7am – 6pm
Saturday 8am- 12pm

Closed Sundays

GIFT CERTIFICATE
SPEND $75 GET $20 OFF

Good to any service in our service 
department. Not valid with any other 
offers. No cash value. Must present 

coupon at sale. Limit one certificate per 
vehicle. Offer good through  6/30/2017.

Chevrolet 
SERVICE WILDCARD 10% OFF

Green Chevrolet 
POT HOLE SPECIAL $10.00 OFF

Air Conditioning Service Special!
GET READY FOR WARMER WEATHER!

Receive $25 off any 
Air Conditioning Service and 

keep cool this summer

Choose any service available in our service department. This exclusive 
offer not valid for insurance work, warranty, Lube, Oil, Filter, parts 

counter sales, other offers or service maintenance specials. Plus tax, 
shop supplies & hazardous waste. Valid only at Green Chevrolet. 

Present offer at time of service. Offer good though  6/30/2017.

Repair the damage caused by poor road conditions! What we do: Complete 4-wheel 
alignment. Rotate and rebalance tires. Break wear inspection. Check suspension. 

Multi-point inspection. Plus tax, supplies & hazardous waste. Must present coupon 
when order is written. Valid only at Green Chevrolet. Cannot be combined with any 

other coupons or specials. Offer good through  6/30/2017.

CERTIFIED SERVICE

CERTIFIED SERVICE

CERTIFIED SERVICE

VALID ONLY AT GREEN CHEVROLET EXPIRES  6/30/2017

Must present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offers or specials. No cash value

TAKE 
$25.00 

OFF
plus tax with coupon

Green Chevrolet 
CUSTOMER CHOICE: 

LUBE, OIL & FILTER $7.00 OFF

Green Chevrolet 
ENGINE AIR/CABIN AIR FILTER $20.00 OFF

20% Off Any Fluid Service
SAVE 20% OFF ANY ONE FLUID SERVICE 

OR 
PERFORM 3 AND GET THE 4TH FOR FREE 

Power Steering  • Transmission
Coolant • Brake Fluid

Here’s what we do: Change engine oil. Change oil filter. Check all fluid levels. Lube 
chassis (if applicable). 27-point inspection. Plus tax, shop supplies & hazardous waste. 

Must present coupon when order is written. Valid only at Green Chevrolet. Coupons 
cannot be combined with any other coupon or special. Offer good though  6/30/2017.

Benefits: Increased fuel efficiency. Reduced emissions. Prolongs engine life. 
Keep passenger air clean. 27-point inspection. Must present coupon when order 

in  written. Plus tax, shop supplies & hazardous waste. Must present coupon 
when order is written. Valid only at Green Chevrolet. Coupons cannot be combined 

with any other coupon or special. Offer good though  6/30/2017.

CERTIFIED SERVICE

CERTIFIED SERVICE

VALID ONLY AT GREEN CHEVROLET EXPIRES  6/30/2017

Must present coupon when order is written. Not valid with any other offers or specials. No cash value

20%
OFF

If 3 services are 
purchased, the lowest price 

service will be free
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MAZATLAN, MEXICO
Welcome
 All fishermen do some dreaming 
about the “big one.” We’ve been 
doing that for a long time here! One 
of the reasons we can is that we are 
smack dab in the middle of the most 
incredible fishing Mexico has to offer. 
But that’s just one reason! We provide 
excellent services that match the 
awesome angling opportunities.
 Regardless of where you travels 
may take you, sooner or later things 

boil down to just having great people. 
Ours are the best! They take care of 
every need that you may have while 
you’re here. This applies to whether 
you’re fighting saltwater game like 
marlin, sailfish, snook and roosterfish 
or during the down time you’ll have 
after you come in from fishing bass in 
the famous El Salto Lake.
 We promise you a great fishing 
experience. Don’t just take our word 
for it, either. We can provide you with 
plenty of references, and we welcome 

the opportunity 
to do so. We 
say this in part 
because few 
fishermen that 
come to visit us 
come only once. 
Most want to 
come back and 
eventually do return. They want to 
come back for the reasons we’ve just 
touched on; fishing thrills for all levels 
of expertise, beautiful surroundings, 

excellent food and most of all, a staff 
that is second to none.
 What are you waiting for?

OUTDOOR 
CONNECTION

By 
Gerald 

A. 
Sampen,

O.C.
Salesman

Outdoor Connection offers fishing, hunting, and outdoor adventures over a large part of the world. We 
book virtually any size group or party; from a single moose or bear hunter, a family fishing trip, an Alaskan 
yacht cruise for 10, corporate group trips, incentive trips, conventions and trips to help for fundraising. As 
a reminder we have all species of turkeys available at various lodges.

We represent over 300 lodges and outfitters for your hunting, fishing, and outdoor pleasure. Remember if 
we represent them we’ve been there.  Gerald A. Sampen (OC Salesman)

MORE BASS!!-DOWN 
MEXICO WAY!!

BODY SHOP
Bumper Special $179.00. Specialty paints, and repairs extra

Hail repair whether PDR or replacement

Direct repair facility for most major Insurance Companies. 
Come straight to Green Chevrolet without even getting an estimate

Immediate openings available- We’re ready for you today

Custom painting from camouflage to camo-flames

GREEN CHEVROLET
 8017 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61615
 Sales: (888) 701-3462 • Service: 309-691-1175 • Parts: (888) 296-1757

Body Shop Hours: Mon. – Fri. 7:30am – 5:30pm • Saturday 8:00am – 12:00pm- Estimates Only • Sunday Closed
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Sales Rep: Gerald Sampen • 217-376-3873
Agent: Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • jmontgomery@jamig.com www.

MontysOutdoorConnection.com

years of 
experience.
 There’s a 
lot more to like 
about Lake El 
Salto. First, there 
is easy access 
to our luxurious 
lakeside lodge, 
all by paved 
roads. Because 
of the lake’s 
location on the 
Tropic of Cancer, this lake has never 
suffered from drought conditions. 
All of our 13 seasons, the lake has 
opened with El Salto at full pool. It’s 
taken a lot of hard work and effrot, 
but we enjoy a hardearned reputation 
for being a world-class organization 
in terms of location, lodging, famous 
staff, service and attention to detail, 
comfortable Tracker boats and the 
most experienced guides on the lake!

BILLFISHING AND LIGHT TACKLE

 We make it easy for you 
to experience world class 
billfishing off the coast of 
Mazatlan. Mazatlan has a 
world-famous reputation for the 
wealth and variety of billfish 
that swim here. Some of our 
customers have hooked as many 
as 10 billfish in a single day!
 If action and variety is your game, 
you’ll want to combine a bass trip 
with one of our light tackle, saltwater 
fishing outings. The salty stretch 
between Lake El Salto and Mazatlan is 
home to some of the finest light tackle 
saltwater fishing in Mexico!

ACCOMMODATIONS
 Our lodge has to be seen to be 
believed. Located only 100 yards from 
the shores of beautiful Lake El Slato, 
the facility is like nothing you would 

expect to find in the Sierra Madre 
Mountains of Mexico. It is obvious 
from first look that we have invested 
more in these accommodations than 
anyone in the region; all for the benefit 
of our customers.
 With its unmatched location 
and quality, our loding is built with 
every type of customer in mind, from 
corporate executives to couples. It’s 
easy to get to and features a variety of 
amenities. Our great meal menus run a 
close second to our trophy class bass 
fishing! Filet mignon, jumbo shrimp, 

LAKE EL SALTO
 The crown jewel of our operation 
is Lake El Salto, where your luxurious 
lakeside lodge sits just a few yards 
from the most famous big bass waters 
in the world! In fact, no less than 
Bassmaster Magazine has called El 
Salto the very best trophy bass lake in 
the world.
 Simply stated, Lake El Salto has 
surrendered more 10 pound plus bass 
in the last two years than any bass 
lake in the world. Although it was once 
known simply as a “numbers” lake, El
Salto bass get bigger and bigger every 
year. You can expect 30 to 80 fish days 
per boat with the average fish being 
well over four pounds. A big reason 
for our astonishing success is fast-
growing, pure Florida strain bass. El 
Salto is one of the few Mexican lake 
that harbor pure Florida strain bass. 
In addition, our guides are the most 
experienced on the water, with 13

More Bass . . . continued

Edgewater Villa Resort
LOCATED ON TABLE ROCK LAKE

Fishing • Family Vacations • 21 Full Kitchen Cabins
28 Dock Slips • Swimming Pool

Concrete Boat Ramp • Pavilion • Grills

Call us at 417-739-4585 or email us at 
edgewatervillaresort@outlook.com

392 Eagle Drive, Reeds Spring, MO 65737

www.edgewatervillaresort.com
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chicken, fish and American-style buffet 
breakfast. Every meal is prepared 
to absolute perfection and is served 
with flour tortillas and your choice of 
beverages. All meals are prepared 
with bottled water.

 Our packages provides open bar 
(national drinks only: vodka, tequila, 
rum, kalhua,) margaritas, beer, soft 
drinks and bottled water in rooms and 
boats. We recommend you bring your 
own liquor bottle of preference.

If you are interested in any of the adventures featured in this article 
or in any of the other adventures that Outdoor Connection offers give 

us a call. These adventures make excellent gifts for high school and 
college graduations, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, fund raisers 

and Christmas. TIME TO BOOK NOW!
Your Outdoor Connection Salesman:  

Gerald Sampen, 27 N. Bennett St. Apt. 202 Geneva, IL 60134  • 217-376-3873
Your Outdoor Connection Agent: 

Justin Montgomery  217-871-3118 • Email: Justin.Montgomery78@gmail.com
www.MontysOutdoorConnection.com

Details at www.bedford-sales.com
Email questions to 

bedfordsales@sbcglobal.net 
or call 815-942-1333
879 Bedford Road, Morris, IL

Showroom loaded with New 
& Pre-owned Boat Specials!

Ranger Z185

Lund 1650 Rebel XS

New Ranger Pontoons

Ranger Aluminum RT198P

Morel Mushroom 
Hunters: Beware of 
an Increase in Lyme 
Disease Carrying Ticks this Spring
 In the same breathe of warning 
spring hunters about the grim Lyme 
disease forecast, we’re also warning 
morel mushroom hunters to be aware of 
an increase in Lyme in 2017. 
 In 2016, a plague of mice struck down on 
the Hudson River Valley. This little creature 
is a big nuisance, and for morel mushroom 
hunters, this means one thing: more ticks.
 Rick Ostfeld, an ecologist at the 
Carry Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
in Millbrook, N.Y., and his wife, Felicia 
Keesing, an ecologist at Bard College, say 
the rise in mice for 2016 correlates to the 
Lyme cases the following summer.
 Keesing and Ostfeld have studied 
Lyme for over 20 years, and have come 
up with a way to predict 
when the disease will be 
more prominent: Count the 
mice the year before, they 
reported.
 It’s quite simple, 
really: Mice provide free 
rides for ticks all summer 

long. And mice are responsible for 
infecting up to 95% of the ticks feeding 
on them with Lyme. “An individual mouse 
might have 50, 60, even 100 ticks covering 
its ears and face,” Ostfeld says.
 So basically, if you’re going to be 
doing any morel mushroom hunting 
this spring, you’re going to want to pay 
extra close attention when checking for 
ticks. Ostfeld is predicting 2017 to be a 
“particularly risky year for Lyme,” though 
he cannot predict which states will be at 
the highest risk.
 Regardless, morel hunters and all 
other folks spending time outdoors this 
summer, should be vigilant in checking for 
the pesky insect.



110 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” April 2017

 A few years ago SIG sold a 22-caliber 
pistol called a Mosquito.  It was very 
popular with a lot of people, but it was 
discontinued.  Now there is a dead 
ringer for this little bug called a FireFly, 
manufactured by German Sports Guns 
and distributed by ATI.
 From what I understand, GSG 
manufactured the Mosquito, which is 
why the carbon copy with the FireFly.  
Just like its parent, the FireFly is also 
ammo picky, for what I was warned prior 
to this by a friend who owns a Mosquito.  
He said the best ammunition he found for 
this pistol is the CCI Mini-Mag.
 To help with the ammo problem 
each unit comes with two springs.  
Unfortunately my test unit only had 
the heavier spring, for which you are 
supposed to shoot a velocity at least 1260 
fps.  My first test was with 4 different 
types of ammunition – Remington 
Thunderbolt (1255 fps), Federal Hunter 
Match 720 (1200 fps), Federal Rimfire 729 
(1200 fps), and Federal HV Match (1200 
fps).  The Remington was the only one 
that had no problems with feeding, but 

it was not the most accurate.  All of my 
Federal products were about the same 
on accuracy, some of which hit with a 
fraction of dead center.
 The next day I decided to give it 
another test.  This time it was with 
Winchester Super X (1280 fps) and 
Federal Game-Shok (1430 fps), both of 
which were over the 1260 fps rating.  I 
had four magazines, with two each of 
the selected ammunition.  There was a 
feed problem with one of the magazines 
filled with the Winchester, which was 
like what was experienced the day 
before, and makes me think there may 
have been a bad magazine.  Overall for 
the two days, the Federal Game-Shok 
outperformed all of them in no cycling 
and feeding problems, and its accuracy.
 There are several nice features 
with this gun that are normally found on 
higher end units.  Sights are high visibility 
yellow dot, but could be a little bit larger 
dot for my preference, although they 
are no smaller than if it was a fire optic.  
The rear sight is adjustable.  It comes 
with the two springs as mentioned, an 

SHOOTING BUGS

internal locking key, quick 
take down lever for easy 
field stripping and cleaning, 
slide lock, manual safety, 
and de-cocking lever.
 The grip is very nice, 
and probably wouldn’t be a 
problem for someone with a 
larger hand.  Smaller hands 
might have a little problem, 
but I doubt it.
 I have never shot a SIG 
Mosquito, so I can’t really 
compare it in that respect.  
The friend mentioned earlier 
really likes his Mosquito, 
but as previously mentioned 
says it is very ammo picky.
 Retail price on the 
FireFly is around $270, 
which means you can find 
it for less at dealers and 
online.
 Bottom line, if you are a 
fan of the Mosquito or want 
a decent 22-caliber pistol 
for target shooting for under 
$300, I would recommend 
the ATI GSG FireFly.  Just 
remember, to use the proper 
spring, which is extremely 
easy to switch out, and then 
test out the ammo to see 
what will work best for your 
situation.
 As for ammo I would 
recommend starting with 
Federal Game-Shok, 
CCI Mini-Mag (friend’s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ) , 
Winchester SuperX and 
Remington Thunderbolt.  

WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated

Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL

Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884

WaltsGarage@centurytel.net TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

309.353.AUTO
(309.353.2886)

D & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON



The first day of testing with 4 targets and 4 
types of ammunition proved not to be the 

greatest by using too low of a velocity.  Day 
two’s tests were much better where Federal 

Game-Shok outperformed all of them.
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You can go with more 
expensive rounds, but 
Shoot ‘N’ Plink is all about 
having fun on an economical 
platform.
 So, if you get the 
opportunity, have some fun 
shooting “bugs”.
 I want to thank ATI for 
giving me the opportunity to 
test this gun so that I may 
pass along the results to my 
audience.
 Until next time, shoot 
safe, and have a great day of 
plinking.

Crown jewel of duck hunting on the Illinois River between 
Sanganois’ Ash Swale and Crane Lake.  200 acres levied for water 
control, easy to hunt, modern cabin. Great for family hunting or 

member club. First time on market since 1967. 
More photos at kennedysarff.com/recreational-hunting.

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff

217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

APRIL 1 & 2, 2017
Sat. 8:30am – 4:00pm  •  Sun. 8:30am – 3:00pm

Admission $2

Show is held at & hosted by 
Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club

21228 Yankee Lane, Chillicothe, IL 61523

All federal, state & local firearm ordinances & laws must be obeyed. 

Contact: Steve Risinger 309-208-1010

CHILLICOTHE SPORTSMEN CLUB

Like on Facebook & see web at: ChilliSportsmen.org

• AMISH BUILT •

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

The GSG FireFly, showing the 
features of a manual safety, slide 
lock back, de-cocking lever and 

quick takedown lever.
Disassembled FireFly for easy 

cleaning or changing of spring.

Steve Cicciarelli with a Knox County ice out muskie. 
Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with REMAX Traders Unlimited for the 
photo. Call him at 309-687-5069 for all of your commercial needs.
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 Each year anglers get their boats 
ready to store for the winter, but many 
don’t think about things that may need to 
be done at the beginning of the season.  
In fact, a well-rounded maintenance 
program that carries throughout the entire 
year is very important in maintaining the 
complete rig in top running condition for 
many years.
 To help gather some quick information 
I spoke with Bob Garlock of Davenport 
Boat, with whom I’ve work through the 
Mercury Pro Team program for several 
years.  Bob is very knowledgeable on 
all aspects of boat and motor care for 

several manufacturers’ products.
 I asked Bob the following seven 
questions:

1. As spring approaches, what is the 
single most important thing to do in 
preparing for the season?
(A) Charge all batteries and make sure all 
terminal connections are clean and tight.
 
2. What should be done to outboard 
motors (small and large HP)?
(A) For a 4-stroke motor change oil, filter 
and gear case lube if it wasn’t done in the 
fall. For a 2 stroke outboard change gear 

IS YOUR BOAT READY?

case lube and top off the oil tank if it was 
not done in the fall.
 
3. What, if anything, should be done 
to boats (aluminum and fiberglass; 
jon, bass boats, runabouts, etc.)?
(A) For fiberglass boats I would 
recommend a fresh wax job at the 
beginning of the season to help eliminate 
water spots and grime build up. I also like 
to apply some type of sun or UV protecting 
product to all vinyl surfaces including 
seats.  The same procedure should be 
followed for a painted aluminum boat.

4. What needs to be done to trailers?
(A) Trailer tire air pressures should be 
inflated to recommended maximum 
capacity.  Don’t forget to check the 
spare also. Check trailer hubs for grease 
leaking from the seal area on the back 
side of the rim, which can be a indication 
of possible bearing trouble coming soon. 
Test all trailer light functions.

 5. What needs to be done to an 
electric trolling motor?
(A) Trolling motors should be checked for 
fish line or weeds around the prop shaft 

by removing the prop. Also make sure the 
mounting hardware is tight.

6. Batteries?
(A) As previously stated, charge and 
clean and tighten connections.
 
7. Gasoline and fluids?
(A) If the fuel is less than a year old and 
has stabilizer in it, it will be ok to run your 
motor on.  If it is over 6 months old with 
no stabilizer you may want to consider 
having it disposed of and start with fresh 
fuel. If the tank is less than half full you 
can normally top off the tank with fresh 
fuel and burn it ok.   What most people 
don’t understand is that is does no good 
to treat old fuel with stabilizer. Stabilizer 
needs to be added to fuel within 3 weeks 
of purchasing it or its effectiveness is very 
limited. Mercury Marine says fuel starts 
to phase separate in as little as 3 weeks 
after purchase.  Nearly 70% of our service 
work is caused by fuel problems.

 Something that I want to add is to 
check your boat cover for any worn or 
torn spots.  For those storing their rig year 
around in a garage, this is not a problem, 

MILLRIGHT
LOCAL 1051
LINCOLN, IL
Like us on Facebook!
217-735-1051 • www.millwrightlocal1051.com
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but for those of us that store them outside, 
even for part of the year, the cover can be 
a critical item.  While my Ranger is stored 
during the winter at Davenport Boat, the 
summer months definitely take a toll 
on the cover with all sorts of elements, 
including debris from a black walnut tree 
that hangs over my boat’s parking spot.  In 
another respect, the tree protects the boat 
from things like hail, but produces it own 
problems with stain, etc.

 Bob Garlock of Davenport Boat says that the single most important thing to 
check at the beginning of the season are batteries.

The Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® rig is ready for a another season with a new 
Mercury Pro XS outboard.

Another Mercury outboard is being readied for the 
upcoming season by Bob Garlock.

 I want to thank Bob for taking time 
from his extremely busy schedule to 
answer a few questions, and put up with 
me taking photos.
 If you have any further questions, 
stop by Davenport Boat, or give them 
a call.  Their contact information can 
be found on the Internet at www.
davenportboat.com.
 Until next time, get out on the water, 
and enjoy a great day of fishing.
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1 Benelli Nova
2 Remington 870 express 20ga
3 Beretta PX4 40
4 S&W M&9C 9mm
5 S&W M&P40 fullsize
6  Glock 22 Gen4
7 DPMS Oracle 5.56
8 Remington R1
9 Winchester Black Shadow 12
10 Beretta Nano
11 Taurus PT709 Slim
12 Ruger American 270 
13 $500.00
14 Ruger American 30-06
15 Savage 11 Hog Hunter
16 Beretta A300 Outlander
17 Browning buckmark camper 
18 $500.00
19 Ruger American Rimfire
20 Ruger American 22LR compact 
21 Glock 42
22 Win SXP WF Max-5
23 Savage Axis Combo 243
24 S&W Sheild 9mm
25 S&W M&P22C
26 Ruger LC9S
27 Savage A17 
28 Remington 783 Combo 270 
29 Remington 783 30-06
30 Springfield XDM-40 Compact 
31 Tikka T3x 300 WIN
32 Taurus 24/7 Stainless G2 9mm 
33 $500.00
34 Beretta Pico w/ Light
35 Benelli Nova Max 5 12ga
36 Benelli Super Nova tactical 
37 12ga 37 Tikka T3x 30-06
38 $500.00

39 Remington 700 SPS 30-06
40 S&W M&P15-22 Sport II 22 LR 
41 Browning BPS 20ga
42 Mossberg 500 field 20ga
43 $500.00
44 Marlin 1894 44mag
45 Henry Lever 22
46 NEF Pardner Pump 12GA
47 Remington 597 Combo 
48 Browning X-Bolt Stainless
49 Winchester Ultimate Defender 
50 12ga 50 Stoeger M3500 black
51 Mossberg Silver Reserve II
52 BPS Shadow Grass
53 $500.00
54 Winchester Marine Defender 
55 12ga 55 Walther P22
56 Mossberg MSR Tac-22 CAMO
57 Mossberg Patriot 308
58 $500.00
59 Mossberg 835 
60 Ruger MKIV Target
61 Weatherby Vanguard Series 
62 II 30-06 62 Remington 870
63  Super Mag 12ga 63 Ruger 10/22 

Sporter
64 Ruger 10/22 carbine
65 Henry H001 22LR
66 Henry Golden Boy 22Mag
67 Springfield XD9 Essentials 
68 Remington 700 SPS 300 WSM
69 Remington 1187 Sportsman 12ga 
70 Savage 93F Accutrigger 22wmr 90 
71 Browning Tbolt 22mag
72 $500.00
73 Savage 93R17 17HMR
74 S&W 442 Pink
75 T/C Venture 300 win

76 Trad 1873 22LR
77 Marlin 336BL 30-30
78 Remington Vesamax 12ga
79 Ruger LCR 357
80 Savage 212
81 Ruger SR22
82 $500.00
83 Ruger American 308
84 Weatherby SA-08 12ga
85 Mossberg 500 flex hunter
86  Savage Trophy Hunter Combo 

7mm-08 
87 Ruger 10/22 Takedown
88 Taurus M85UL 38spl
89 Savage Axis II XP Combo 22-250 
90 Browning Abolt III 7mm
91 Savage 555
92 Browning Abolt III 243
93 Winchester Turkey Hunter 20ga 
94 Weatherby Mothwing Camo 12ga 
95 Tbolt Maple
96 Savage Bmag 17 WSM
97 S&W M&P15 Sport II
98 S&W Bodyguard 380
99 Tikka T3 308
100 Springfield XD40 mod 2
101  Remington 870 Hard Wood 

Defense 
102 Beretta 92FS Compact
103 Mossberg 590 Security
104 Savage Axis 25-06
105  Weatherby Vanguard Series II 

25-06 
106 Stoeger Condor 12ga
107 Stoeger Coach 12
108 Stoeger M3020 APG 20ga
109 $500.00
110 Browning Citori 725
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THE 10 BEST STATES FOR 
SPRING TURKEY HUNTING
 Opening day approaches, and over the 
course of the next two months, millions 
of turkey hunters will be heading out into 
the first warm days of spring in the hopes 
of bagging a turkey or two. Whether you 
are one of those who spend endless hours 
scouting, talking to other hunters, and 
researching online for that perfect hunting 
spot, or you just prefer to let the dice roll, 
turkey season is something that we’ve been 
looking forward to all winter.
 Yet, not all states are equal when 
it comes to turkeys. How well does your 
hunting spot hold up to the rest of the 
country? In this list, we have compiled 
the top 10 states for turkey hunters in the 
United States. Since the list is judged by 
turkey populations, hunter success, and 
total harvest numbers, it is of course heavily 
skewed towards states with more birds. 
However, a huge turkey population is not 
the only factor that makes for a good hunt, 
and we also take into account the scenery, 
regulations, amount of public land, and 

the opinions of veteran hunters. Statistics 
are provided by the National Wild Turkey 
Federation (NWTF) and come from 2014, 
the latest year with comprehensive data on 
turkey populations.
 This list is in no particular order.
 Do you agree with our list? What are 
some other states you think deserves a spot 
on here? Maybe you want to find turkey hot 
spots near you? Check out the Gobble Map, 
created in collaboration between the NWTF 
and Powderhook. Want more hunting tips, 
articles, videos, and gear features? Visit 
Cabela’s Turkey Roost.

Pennsylvania
• Turkey Population: 210,235
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 41,260
• Season Dates: April 29 to May 31
Nobody should be surprised that this state 
is on the list. With a rich and lengthy turkey 
hunting tradition, Pennsylvania is one 
of the first states that spring to mind for 
many Americans when it comes to hunting 

gobblers. With an ample amount of turkeys 
and hunters anticipating the spring season, 
the Quaker State is well-known for ranking 
within the top five states for total harvest 
nearly every year.

Wisconsin
• Turkey Population: 350,000
• 2016 Harvest numbers: 45,501
• Season Dates: April 19 to May 30
Often ranked first among the best turkey 
hunting states in the country, Wisconsin brings 

a large turkey population and vast amounts of 
public land to the table. Depending on where 
you hunt and how conditions are, hunters will 
practically trip over turkeys to their abundance. 
Wisconsin also makes for one of the safest 
places to hunt the big birds. Reportedly, the 
state has never seen a major hunting accident 
during turkey season.

Alabama
• Turkey Population: 400,000 to 450,000
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 40,600

Come to Green Chevrolet where you always get to 
choose your car and your down payment

On the spot delivery • Cars under factory warranty
From bad credit to bankruptcy there is nothing we can’t handle

If you are currently in a BK we can still get you credit

8017 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61615
Sales: (888) 701-3462
Service: 309-691-1175
Parts: (888) 296-1757

SPECIAL CREDIT NEEDS

www.30secondautoloan.com
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WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

Call Paul or Toby to book your dream hunt of a lifetime!
517-750-9060 • TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Ted Nugent

• Season Dates: March 15-  April 30
Depending on which expert you talk to, 
Alabama’s turkey population may actually 
be well north of half a million, making it 
practically swarming with the birds. Alabama 
also typically holds the largest harvest on 
average and plenty of public land to hunt, 
which coupled with a fair bag limit, makes it 
a very desirable place to hunt.

Missouri
• Turkey Population: 317,000
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 47,603
• Season Dates: April 17 to May 7
Missouri may not be swimming in turkeys 
as it was a decade ago, but it still has a 
sizable population and enough opportunities 
to make it one of the best turkey states 
in the country. However, expect a lot of 
competition. Turkey hunting isn’t just a 
tradition in Missouri, it’s an obsession.

Kansas
•  Turkey Population: Rio Grande -175,000/

Eastern 87,500/ Hybrid – 87,500
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 31,400
•  Season Dates: April 3-11 Archery, April 12 

to May 31 Regular
Kansas is no slouch when it comes to turkeys, 
and neither are its hunters. In recent years, 

hunters have netted record-setting harvest 
rates, which only add to the reputation of 
Kansas sportsmen and women being skilled 
shots. Wild turkeys were reintroduced into 
Kansas in the 1960s, and these days it’s the 
Rio Grande subspecies that dominates most 
of western Kansas.

Texas
•  Turkey Population: Rio Grande – 500,000/ 

Eastern – 8,000/ Merriams – around 500
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 19,941
• Season Dates: varies
Everything is bigger in Texas, and that 
includes the turkey population as well. The 
Lone Star State boasts one of the largest 
turkey populations in the country, which is 
somewhat dampened by the lack of public 
land. Find the right outfitter though, and you’ll 
find that Texas is a turkey-hunting mecca. You 
can even top off your hunt with chasing some 
of the local wild hogs. Feral pigs compete with 
turkeys and are environmentally destructive, 
so you’d really be doing the state a favor.

Nebraska
• Turkey Population: 144,733
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 18,960
•  Season Dates: March 25 to May 31 

Archery, April 16 to May 31 Shotgun

This state’s entry on the list may come 
as a surprise to some, but great hunting 
opportunities, scenic backdrops, and an early 
bow hunting season is what landed Nebraska 
here. The state may not have the largest bird 
population, but it more than makes up for 
that with atmosphere. Plus, growing turkey 
numbers means this state may soon be the 
next hot spot for turkey hunters.

Michigan
• Turkey Population: 200,000
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 31,377
• Season Dates: April 17 to May 31
Four million acres of public land and a sizable 
bird population make the Wolverine State 
a great destination for a low-cost turkey 
hunt. Like many other states, turkeys had 
once been rare bird in Michigan, but efforts 
by conservationists, hunters, and state 
agencies have now put the bird in every 
Michigan county. in 1977, only 400 turkeys 
were taken annually, with a success rate of 
just 10 percent. Now Michigan hunters take 
over 30,000 birds yearly with an impressive 
30 percent harvest rate.

Tennessee
• Turkey Population: 248,748
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 32,586

• Season Dates: April 2 to May 15
The Volunteer State may have a relatively 
pricey non-resident license, but it also boasts 
some of the best turkey hunting in the country. 
With lots of public land, large bag limits, 
and a decent bird population, Tennessee 
enjoys a good reputation during both the 
spring and fall seasons. Central Tennessee 
enjoys the most popularity, while eastern 
Tennessee’s Cherokee National Forest is also 
renowned for its turkey hunting opportunities.

Georgia
• Turkey Population: 335,000
• 2014 Harvest numbers: 44,106
• Season Dates: March 25 to May 15
What? Georgia has no fall Turkey season? 
While this might be a downer for some, the 
Peach State makes up for this by having 
one of the most liberal spring seasons in 
the country. There’s also plenty of public 
land, more than a million acres’ worth. 
The most legendary however, is of course 
Chattahoochee National Forest itself, 
situated in the northern edge of Georgia. 
The Berry College, Paulding Forest, Lake 
Russel, River Creek, and Tuckahoe WMAs 
are also well known hot spots for hunters.
 This article was produced in 
cooperation with Cabela’s.
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 In the 1800’s thousands of Americans crossed Wyoming on the Oregon Trail, bound for Oregon or California. 
Migration began as a drip, but with the discovery of gold in California in 1848, the drip became a downpour. 
Although thousands of Americans crossed Wyoming during this period, very few stayed in this unforgiving region.
 The event that brought settlers to Wyoming was the future of the Union Pacific Railroad. By the late 1800s, 
Wyoming became a center for cattlemen and foreign investors who hoped to make a fortune from free grass 
and the high price of cattle. Thousands of Texas longhorn cattle were driven to the southeastern quarter of the 
Wyoming territory. During this time cowboys and cattlemen could put a herd together in Texas and travel north, 
grazing the cattle as they went, to the rail heads where they could ship the cattle to the east, where demand for 
beef was high.
 In 1887 cattle ranching became the biggest business in the Wyoming territory. Wyoming became a state in 
1890, but population growth was slow. Attempts at farming proved unsuccessful in this high, arid region, and 
Wyoming to this day remains a sparsely settled ranching state. 
 Lance Dale Robinson dreamed of one day owning his own ranch. Born and raised in a small town in Wyoming, 
ranching was all he’d ever known and it was all he ever wanted to do. But on his way to achieving that dream, 
WWII got in the way. 
 He landed on Normandy Beach 6 days after D-Day, and tells a story of wading through bodies like seaweed 
to get onto land. He was part of the Battle of the Bulge, where he was almost court-martialed for thinking his 
sergeant’s life was more important than his weapon. 
 This is the story of Dale’s life in Wyoming and in WWII… Author, Pembroke Sinclair, like myself are related 
to Dale Robinson. This book has extensive Wyoming history, and if you hunt, love the Wild West, you will want to 
pick up a copy.

AUCTION SCHEDULE

DALE JONES AUCTION FACILITY 
Performance Auction Park, 2007 SE 3rd St. • Aledo, IL 

(309) 582-SOLD (7653)
dale@soldatjones.com 
www.soldatjones.com

SATURDAY APRIL 1ST AT 10:00AM
OVER 50 OLDER AND MILITARY LONG GUNS

SMALL ANTIQUE EVINRUDE OUTBOARD MOTOR

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, FIREARMS 

& VINTAGE VEHICLES AUCTION

HELD AT PERFORMANCE AUTO PARK

PinkOutdoors.comPinkOutdoors.com

by Keli Van Cleave

LIFE IN WYOMING, RANCHING, 
AND WWII

Larry Schumm Estate Auction
Todd Petri 
Pekin, IL

(309) 241-2106

Kevin Palmer 
Manito, IL

(309) 253-2128

Randy Hoyland 
Delavan, IL 

(309) 696-0614

Go to www.petriauction.com for more information
Terms:  Cash or Check with proper I.D.  •  Not Responsible for Accidents/Errors or Omissions

Many Outdoor Sporting Goods

Firearms, Pistols, Boats, Cross Bow, Safes, 100’s of Duck and Goose Decoys, Ground 
Blind, GPS Fish Finder, Duck and Goose Calls, Vehicles, Tree stands, DU prints, UTV Side 

by side, Furniture, Antiques, Tools, Tractors, JD 4020, JD 5055E with Loader MFWD
This is a must attend auction for all outdoorsmen!
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & 
Custom Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Russ Watson, Logger: 309-696-5461

Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw
Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

300 E. War Memorial
Peoria

309-685-6606

7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100

150 B S. Main St.
Morton

309-263-2400

456 E. Main St. 
Galesburg

309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com
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The unprecedented displacement and massive power and thrust 
of a Yamaha teamed with the Excel’s Exceleration™ pad hull 
enable the Bay Pro 203 and 220 to be the fastest in its class. 
On step lightning fast with neck-breaking hole shots. 

Experience the smooth operation, handling and legendary 
trustworthiness of Yamaha and an Excel Bay Pro.

You’re up for most anything.  So is the F150.

www.ExcelBoats.net
       

Up to 200 Horsepower Rating
Exceleration Pad Hull Performance up to 55 + MPH
Twin Folding Rear Jump Seats
Dry Box Storage Compartments 30 Cubic Feet
Twin Locking Rod Boxes
.125 Tough Aluminum Alloy
24 Gallon Rear Aerated Livewell
30 Gallon Fuel Tank
Lean Post w/Footrest
Deluxe Console w/6 Rod Holders
w/16 Gallon Aerated Livewell
w/Three Tray Tackle Center
Front Bow 48 qt. Cooler w/220 Model

Features vary depending on boat model and size. 

Excel Bay Pro 220, 203 & 183

With a finish so fine, it looks like fiberglass. 



WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS 
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .

Do you own timber around 
  creeks and/or rivers?
    If you do, then you most likely     
         have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:
•  Buyers of standing 

timber & cut logs.
•  Specializing in walnut 

& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.

SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH 
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

J.L. Logging • Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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