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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

The Phowler Boat Company
1701 Main Avenue, Clinton, Iowa 52732 | 563-242-8969
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PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

With Stereo,
fits 2 people.

Great for 
losing weight . . . 

melts the 
pounds right off!

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

Check out our
IN GROUND,

DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT
ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS

WORK & FISHING BOATS
Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls

Model Bow • Tunnel Hull
Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL
815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL
800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL

217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL
618-232-1218

Southside Outboard
Paducah, KY
270-443-5626

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164 • Oquawka, IL 61469

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

AND

OQB MARINE SHOP
1222 Hwy 164 East • Oquawka, IL 61469
Phone: 309-867-2961 • Fax: 309-867-3962

Open: Mon-Fri: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
& Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS



15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

FEBRUARY 2017 • ISSUE #243
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ON THE COVER  Canterbury Tales 

Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Deadline for ASO editions is the 10th 
of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible for 
any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

Brad Severs Co-Owner of Farm 
King with a beautiful buck. 

Score of 269 Boone and Crocket. 
Congrats on an amazing deer.

©Copyright 1994

Andy Bugos, General Manager
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES 

201 Gloria Parkway • Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
Harry & Cathy Canterbury, Owners

Harry’s Cell:  (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell:  (309) 370-6922

ASOMagazine.com
ASOMagazine.net

AD CREATION & LAYOUT:
Missy Walker - Production Manager 

missywalker1974@gmail.com
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

 The weather is beautiful; it’s Groundhog 
Day in Port Charlotte again with an average 
temperature of 82 every day. We just arrived 
at our Florida home this week and I can’t wait 
to wet a line. Thank god for Andy taking the 
reins up north so we can do a little fishing 
and relaxing. It is too bad we all have to wait 
till were old or older to enjoy the fruits of our 
labor. 50 is the perfect age to winter down 
here but I will take it even at 63. Met some 
nice folks at the gun stores which are pretty 
plentiful here and got advice where to shoot 
trap and pistols nearby. 
 My next big exploit is find a place to shoot 
wild boar, alligators and bobcats which are all 
very common here in southwest Florida. Just 
down the canal by our place about 8 years ago 
a man finished working on his home and dove 
into the water. That was his last dive, a 10 
footer got him and took him down for a roll. 
They found him intact but he was dead. 

 My lab Teddy Bear wants to go in the 
water like any lab but I keep him away. At 
night we hear big splashes sitting on the 
lanai; that’s the back porch in Illinois. So no 
swimming at least in our backyard canal, 
the beach is where we do that.  Of course I 
miss all of the folks up there but we will be 
back in early spring for gardening season. I 
guess once a farmer always a farmer. I grow 
cabbage and make sauerkraut and grow 
100’s of watermelon’s every year and just 
love doing it.  
 But enough of the great life down here 
it will be here tomorrow and the next day and 
the next day like I said another groundhog day. 
 I think deer hunting in Illinois is in big 
trouble. This is the first year in almost 50 years 
I did not apply for a permit. Unfortunately 
deer numbers across the state have been 
in a steady decline. The high was in 2005 
with 201,209 deer killed. This past year only 
155,229 were killed at least reported. I say 
reported because I firmly believe with the 
new check in system many deer are going 
unreported. Now if that’s the case wouldn’t 
it be smart to go back to the old way. I know 
Illinois is in bad shape financially but believe 
me we pay millions for permits, licenses and 
other fees. They would be able to set up 
check stations again without much trouble 
or expense. All the college kids work there 
for next to nothing and if these deer are 
so important to the state they better get a 
handle on it.  
 At one time not to many years ago, 
Illinois was the destination hunting ground 
for the serious deer hunters from across the 
world. I have heard through the grapevine 
that many outfitters are selling off land as 

fast as they can. A lot 
of people I know who 
have hunted deer all their life 
are quitting. A close friend of 
mine who is fanatical deer hunter with 34 
Pope & Young, Boone & Crocket mounts in 
his home never let an arrow go this year. 
First year in his whole bow hunting life that 
he didn’t see a trophy in range. The total kill 
was down 46,000 animals from the high in 
2005. There are some common sense things 
they could do but I never met a common 
sense politician till just recently.
 First thing is to limit doe permits, 
unlimited doe permits is decimating the 
overall population. Stop late season 
antlerless season. Many young bucks and old 
who have dropped their racks are being shot. 
Restart the old way of checking in deer, get 
the check station back.  I can’t believe those 
who say that’s how I feed my family yea sure 
14 to 20 deer a year. Boys and girls if next 
year is anything like last or worse we have a 
serious issue in the once land of big bucks. If 
it was 10,000 or 20,000 in down numbers that 
is manageable, that wouldn’t be good, but 
not bad. But if you’re down 46,000 animals, 
Houston we have a problem. I am only one 
guy who sees a real threat to our deer herd. If 
you don’t care fine but if you do call the state 
and raise some hell. There are 20 more things 
the state could do I just wish they would do 
something. I’m old enough to remember when 
there were hardly any deer.  We need to 
protect our resources if not for us who?
 I have enough hunting clothing and 
boots to outfit an army. But I have decided 
to buy some new boots that are made by LL 
Bean. These hateful vindictive people who 
go under the liberal flag are after blood if 
you supported Trump. They are calling for 

continued on page 8SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
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Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City ________________________ State ________________Zip ____________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

$$189512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

WATCH ASO TV • Sat. February 25 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50

O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13

Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Cope Marine 
is the Midwest’s 

Boating 
Headquarters!

www.copemarine.com

Giant selection of new and 
preowned boats in stock…

Great Factory Rebates & Big Savings!
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Triton 17 TX

Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”
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Grandma’s

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store

Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND
Gas Pumps Open 24/7!

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

  G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.
Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

M,T,W,F  9aM-6pM • SaT  9aM-2pM • CloSed TH & SUN • opeN aNyTiMe By appT.

High post ventilated rib, ported barrel, grade III/IV 
walnut, adjustable comb, PachOctoberr recoil pad, 

silver nitride finish steel receiver

BT-99 Plus
Browning A5 Hunter

Gloss walnut stock, brass bead front sight, 
humpback receiver, ergo balanced

Maxus Hunter
Camo, 3 ½ inch, Dura-Touch coated composite, 

Power Drive gas operated semi-auto

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger 
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile 

receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight, 
Invector-DS chokes.

Citori 725 Trap

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANY

309-925-4217

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 

FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

ROAST GOOSE
1 whole goose, approximately 12 pounds
 Kosher salt
 Freshly ground black pepper
3 pounds small potatoes, ideally red or 
Yukon gold, peeled

1.  Rinse and dry the goose, rub it inside and 
out with salt and refrigerate uncovered 
for at least 6 hours, or overnight. The 
next morning, rub goose well with paper 
towels, then allow it to sit on a rack in 
the kitchen for about an hour, to come 
to room temperature. Trim wing tips and 
excess fat from goose and reserve for 
another use.

2.  Preheat oven to 325. Using a clean 
needle or sharply pointed knife, prick 
the skin of the goose all over, to allow 
the fat to run when it roasts. Stick the 
skin at an angle, so as to pierce just 
the skin and not the meat of the bird. 
Season the goose with salt and pepper, 
then place the rack in a deep roasting 
pan, and cook for one hour.

3.  Meanwhile, cook the potatoes in 
boiling salted water for approximately 
3 to 5 minutes, then drain and reserve 
the potatoes.

4.  After an hour’s roasting, remove the 
goose from the oven, and pour off the 
fat from the pan, reserving for another 
use. Put the goose on its rack back in 
the pan and add the potatoes. Roast for 
another hour.

5.  After the goose has roasted for 2 
hours total, reduce oven to 275 and 
continue roasting approximately 30 
to 45 minutes, about 15 minutes per 
pound total, or until an instant-read 
thermometer registers 165 degrees at 
the center of the breast. Remove goose 
to a carving board and allow to rest for 
20 to 30 minutes before carving. The 
bird may be served at room temperature 
if you like.

6.  Remove potatoes from pan and keep 
them warm under foil until ready to 
serve.

CANADA GOOSE IN SWEET 
CHILI SAUCE
Prep time- 15 minutes
Cook time- 10 minutes     
Ready in 25 minutes

¼ Cup Olive Oil
1 small sweet onion, diced
2 teaspoons minced garlic
1 (8oz) skinless, boneless goose breast 
half, cut into 1/8- inch slices
Salt and ground pepper to taste
¼ cup sweet Thai chili sauce

1.  Heat olive oil in a skillet over medium 
heat. Cook and stir onion and garlic in 
hot oil until fragrant, about 2 minutes.

2.  Season goose with salt and pepper; 
add to the hot oil. Cook goose breast 
slices in hot oil for 2 minutes, flip, and 
continue cooking until evenly browned, 
about 2 minutes more

3.  Pour chili sauce over the goose; reduce 
heat to medium-low and cook at a 
simmer until the chili sauce thickens, 
about 3 minutes.

Thanks to www.allrecipes.com



Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest 
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com
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926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

Celebrating 80 Years of Shooting 1935-2015

a boycott of LL Bean after a granddaughter 
donated to his campaign. They have made 
threats to her life and are calling for a boycott 
against LL Bean. What’s the opposite of a 
boycott? Whatever it is that is what I am 
going to do. Every time these anti-police, 
anti-military, anti American, anti-gun and 
every other entity that we hold dear to our 
hearts is attacked we all need to counter 
their activities.  I firmly believe that the next 
4 years will be some of the best we have ever 
seen. See your local sporting goods store and 
show support. 
 Now another REDNOSE memory from a 
time long ago I would like to share. It was 
1975 toward the end of the duck season 
at Duck Island farm. Dad was living in 
Milwaukee Wis. He was a hog buyer for a 
large meat packing plant. He could only get 
down on weekends to enjoy some of the 
great waterfowl shooting that Duck Island 
was known for. With a name like Duck Island 
you can only imagine. 
 The weather was turning raw and snow 
was blowing hard. Back then the mallards 
would hit the fields hard for grain before the 
last hitch to Arkansas. Dad and I had a great 
shoot on Saturday and were running late 
Sunday morning. Hunting the fields was as 
common as shooting in the marsh back then 
especially when it got real cold. A couple of 
members Bill Friedman and Fred Ellis got out 
early in the field. Bill, a WW1 Marine veteran 

and Fred, a WW2 North Africa tank veteran 
were pretty tough for their age. Bill always 
shot a model 59 Winchester semi auto and 
Fred a model 12 Winchester full choke. 
 Bill was in his early 80’s and Fred was 65 
years old. Dad had brought down some white 
butcher coats that worked well in snow, Fred 
and Bill had them on. It was about a half mile 
walk to where they were going to shoot. The 
snow was patchy and the mud they had to 
slug through was tough. Their feet were 3 
times bigger as they slogged through the 
gumbo. But with thousands of mallards 
working the field they kept on going. Fred 
and Bill were having the shoot of their life. 
Cattle were in the field eating the left over 
corn and the mallards were eating the corn in 
the manure. I remember cleaning those ducks 
it was a smelly job to say the least. 
 Bill dropped a duck close to Fred and 
Fred dropped one close to Bill. They both 
went to pick up each other’s bird.  When 
Bill turned around he couldn’t see Fred. The 
white coats they had on were hard to see 
with snow on the ground. Bill walked back 
to where he thought Fred was and found him, 
he had died lying in the mud. Bill had to hike 
out of the field for help to get Fred’s body.  
Before he left he took Fred’s model 12 stuck 
it in the mud and tied a red handkerchief on 
the butt so they could find him. 
 The coroner came and it took them hours 
to get a tractor out to get him. Dad had one 
of the early mobile phones and as we were 
driving through Havana Illinois I called Fred’s 

Canterbury Tales . . . continued

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL
(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com

Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am

Still Shooting! 
Open practice - Thurs.,Sat. & Sun.

CLUBHOUSE AND SHOOTING FIELDS OPEN
THUR 11am - Dark &  SAT & SUN. 11am - 4pm

CATHY’S COMMENTS

house and I asked is Fred home? and on the 
other end they said he was dead. We went 
to the funeral in Canton and as we drove to 
the cemetery a flock of mallards flew over the 
hearse. It was a fitting salute to a man who 
loved to hunt ducks. Everyone said he died 

 Congratulations to President Trump on his inauguration. We are 
all looking forward to his house cleaning activities. I personally believe 
any Republican not supporting our new President needs to be voted 
out of his current position at the next election.  It is horrible the way 
the media, Hollywood and the elites have treated Mr. Trump.  They say 
he isn’t qualified to be President. He’s had much more success in his 

life than many past Presidents. Mr. Obama certainly wasn’t qualified to be President. Obama 
had little to no work experience; his only job he held was as a Community Organizer before 
being elected to the US Senate. Obama created tons of regulations to hurt American business 
owners & workers. He encouraged businesses to leave the US and move to foreign countries, 
devastating families & communities.  He is against gun ownership, law enforcement and the 
traditions Americans hold dear. Enough said the Liberals are no longer in control of the USA. 
 Gun sales, outdoor hunting and fishing activities are on the rise.  President Trump will 
protect our 2nd Amendment rights! Come on people let’s give President Trump a chance to do 
his job.  He will be the best thing America has seen in decades!
 January was a wild month. Harry and I drove to Port Charlotte Florida with all possessions 
in a livestock trailer. My mom had her 80th birthday. My sister, Melissa Patterson, flew in from 
Seattle for several days and we celebrated one evening at the Firestone Skybar overlooking the 
Caloosahatchee River.  Karen Cooper Sigler and her dog Casey joined us for the weekend. 
 Florida so far has been wonderful. Wish you ’all were here! Cathy

doing what he loved to do and I have to agree 
with that. I hope we can all leave this world 
doing what we love.

Keep your powder dry and your worm wet. 
Harry

Mary Ann Harrell, Cathy & Melissa Casey & Karen
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OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

 The outdoor expo/show season has 
begun. The first sport show we attended 
in 2017 was the Let’s Go Fishing Show 
held in Collinsville, IL on January 7-9. 
What a great show it was. If you love 
the outdoors, you really should attend at 
least one outdoor show a year. There are 
so many opportunities to learn from great 
speakers, view and pick up many of the 
newest and hottest baits on the market, 
observe all of the  resorts available 
in several states, rod builders, & boat 
dealers. (This show is a must for all of 
you crappie fisherman.) Also available 
are many great guide services that really 
know how to fill the boat with large 
crappies. Not only do these shows solve 
a little of the cabin fever, they also allow 
you to spend time with great friends.  I 
say all this after 17 years of running an 

Event Management company myself.  As 
an event manager, you typically tend to 
pick apart the little details and think about 
what could be done better, more efficiently.  
I have to say, this show ran extremely well. 
The staff at the facility is great and they 
understand what it takes to put on a first-
class show. With over 120 vendors at the 
show there was a little bit of everything. 
If you were looking for a boat, there was 
plenty to choose from. If you were looking 
for ATV, RV, or Campers they were there 
too. This is a great time to buy a boat. 
Many dealers offer steep discounts during 
the first few months of the year and it is 
the time to take advantage if you are in 
the market for a boat, RV, ATV, or camper. 
I really have to commend all of the people 
who set up booths at these shows. They 
travel from around the country to come 
to shows and spend three days and many 
hours manning a booth. Not only do they 
start the show circuit in early January 
many of them travel around for the next 

three months attending shows almost 
weekly. They are very dedicated to their 
business and it is just another reason to 
support business that go that extra mile to 
see you at the sports shows. 
 I can remember when I would read 
Adventure Sports Outdoors in the late 
90’s and there were two pages of shows 
back then. Unfortunately, over the years 
the internet has taken over and there is 
not as many shows now. Back then, many 
of the booths would have to split up and 
go to three or four different shows in one 
weekend. I am sure there is still some who 
do this, but it’s not like the show circuit 
use to be. I was really looking forward to 
seeing some old friends from when I use 
to produce the sports shows in Central 
Illinois. What I soon came to realize is that 
many of the mom and pops shops don’t 
exist anymore. It broke my heart to hear of 
a few dear friends who had passed away 
in the last year. I did get to see a few of my 
old friends at the show but missed many 
others. It has been a changing business 
over the last several years. Many of the 
small shops have been unable to survive. 
The ones who did work very hard every 
day to ensure their business stays strong. 

I encourage everyone to support your local 
bait and tackle shops because some day 
you may not have one. I know where I 
grew up there were times you couldn’t find 
bait now you can find bait in gas stations 
and even 24 hour machines. I do know this 
is the easy thing to do but if you have a 
local bait shop please stop in and support 
them. They are a part of your community 
and need your patronage to continue on 
with the job they love. 

For a list of sport shows see page 11

 There is one winter activity that has 
me hooked. About four years ago, one of my 
friends who can’t seem to sit still talked me 
into going ice fishing. I love to fish but my 
experience with ice fishing up to this point 
was very limited and unsuccessful. When 
I was younger I decided to try ice fishing. 
I went three or four times on my own and 
never even had a bite. Then another friend 
and his dad were going so I decided to tag 
along to see if could learn anything. The 
only thing I learned, was it was cold as 
heck sitting on the ice with 20mph winds 
and how to make ice look like swiss cheese 
from drilling so many holes.  Needless to say 
,I swore off ice fishing. Then comes along 
my buddy Al (the one that can’t seem to sit 
still); He tried for some time to get me to go 

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

The Hialeah Club
Goofy Ridge, IL

Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon

MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442



One of the Peoria Area’s Oldest Watering Holes

10 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” February 2017

Drink Specials Everyday! 
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm

Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris 
invite you to come by for a 
drink and delicious meal! 

4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413

Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

ice fishing with him. I just couldn’t stand the 
thought of going ice fishing in the cold and 
not catching a thing. Of course, as any true 
friend would do he guaranteed we would 
catch fish. So for some reason I decided 
to give in and give it one more shot. This 
was a major mistake. Why? because we 
caught fish and not only bluegill we caught 
a couple of nice bass and crappie. Now that 
wasn’t quite the finishing touch… What 
came next was cleaning and eating fresh 
fish through the ice. Now, I know many 
will probably say there  is no difference 
but I disagree. Fresh fish through the ice is 
amazing! Especially those potato chips that 
bluegill make. So now I had yet another 
hobby to start buying equipment for. (my 
wife loves that part.) First, was the hut and 
heater, even before some new poles. There 
was no way this guy was getting on the ice 
without a hut. It just wasn’t gonna happen.  
I was spending way too much money to 
become and ice fisherman. You know you 
have to have at least 10 different colors of 
jigs. (Even though I only actually use two). It 
has become an obsession. As soon as duck 
season is over I am checking the weather 
to see when the ice will be thick enough to 

Chronicles . . . continued

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

fish. So far this year, we did have ice for only 
one weekend, but of course, as thing tend 
to go, I was out of town and unable to go. 
Now we are getting rain and nothing will 
tear through the ice like rain. I am starting 
to see a trend. Last year we were only able 
to get out on the ice once. Now this year is 
heading in the same direction. Good thing is 
we still have February and March so there 
is still a good chance of getting out this 
year. Two years ago we had over 12 inches 
of ice for almost 2 months. Maybe some of 
my northern friends will call me and invite 
me to go ice fishing up north. Never had 
that pleasure but someday I will have to go 
if the ice doesn’t get thick enough here in 
Central Illinois. To all the ice fisherman out 
there please be safe. Ice is a scary thing 
and it’s not worth your life. Always have an 
ice pic and a life jacket handy doesn’t hurt 
either. We all love to enjoy the outdoors but 
safety must always come first. It always 
scares me to see people ice fishing a pond 
that has open water on one end but every 
year the die hards just can’t wait. 

May your sunrises and sunsets be magical

The Peoria Area Ducks Unlimited 
Invitation To The 2017 Dinner Banquet 
Saturday February 25th 2017 
Peoria Gateway Building
 (Doors Open at 5, Dinner at 6)

Tickets are by Reservation: 
-$60 Per Person(Includes: Dinner, Bar 5:00p.m. to 9:00p.m, 

Membership and a Raffle Ticket for Door Prize Gun) 
$40  Per Person (Includes: Dinner, Bar 5:00p.m. to 9:00p.m) 

Event Includes: 
Ducks Unlimited Social, Dinner, Many Raffles, Silent Auctions, Live Auctions 

Raffles: 
Pre-Dinner Custom Built AR-15 Pistol Raffle ($700 value), 

 limited to 100 chances (do not have to be present to win): 1 for $20 
General Raffle Special: $100 gets you $200 in raffle tickets 

the night of the event (must be present to win) 
 Packages: 

$200 Package Includes: 
1 dinner ticket, 1 membership, 1 chance at the door prize gun, 1 bar ticket, 

1 Peoria DU whiskey glass, $200 general raffle tickets and a 1 in 10 chance to 
win a gun or $300 CASH 
$1500 Package Includes: 

10 dinner tickets, 10 memberships, 10 chance at the door prize gun, 
10  bar tickets, 10 Peoria DU whiskey glasses, 1 selection from the 

Great Gun Giveaway Poster ($550+Retail)         

For Information and Invitation Confirmation Please Contact 
Mark Schore at (815) 791-9993, or reply to this email 

Like us on FACEBOOK at “Peoria Area Ducks Unlimited” 
details, updates and raffles will be posted.
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DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of geautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

STOP BY & SAY HELLO!

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

• 2017 OUTDOOR SPORT SHOWS •

UPCOMING CONCEALED CARRY CLASSES:
February 25 & 26

March 25 & 26
16hr classes are $100 8hr classes are $50

We also offer Basic Handgun, Advanced Concealed 
Carry, and Tactical AR15 classes.  ITFT is your one 
stop shop for all your shooting and hunting supply 

needs, including ammo, magazines and 
firearm sales/ rental available.  

309-306-1359
Email:  ILTacticalFirearmsTraining@gmail.com

www.IllinoisTacticalFirearmsTraining.com

Date Show/City Contact
Feb. 1-5 Troutt & Sons 3rd Annual Boat Show, St. James, MO 800-843-9677
Feb. 2-5 St. Louis RV, Vacation & Travel Show, St Louis MO 618-288-9952
Feb. 3-5 Southern Illinois Boat & Fishing Show, Marion, IL 618-997-3690
Feb. 4-5 ECA Hunting & Trade Show,  Effingham, IL 618-495-2572
 www.ecahuntingandtradeshows.com
Feb. 10-12 Cedar Rapids Sportshow, Cedar Rapids, IA 319-232-0218
Feb. 10-11 Central Illinois Outdoor Expo, Arthur, IL  217-543-3848
 www.arthuroutdoorexpo.com
Feb. 11 -12 Tinley Park Fishing & Outdoor Show, Tinley Park, IL  708-444-0921
 www.tinleyparkfishingshow.com
Feb. 12 Henry Decoy Show, Henry, IL  312-316-7484
 www.henrydecoyshow.com
Feb. 17-26 Indianapolis Boat, Sport and Travel Show, Indianapolis, IN. 
 www.indysportshow.com
Feb. 18-19 Bedford Sales Open House 815-942-1333
Feb. 23-26 Indiana Deer, Turkey & Waterfowl Expo, Indianapolis, IN 
 www.indysportshow.com
Feb. 24-25 ECA Hunting & Trade Show,  Bloomington IL 618-495-2572
 www.ecahuntingandtradeshows.com
Feb. 16-19 Chicago RV & Camping Show, Rosemont, IL  847-934-8300
Feb. 16-19 OCCA Outdoor Show, Rock Island, IL  309-788-2543
 www.qccaexocenter.com

Date Show/City Contact
Feb. 17-19 Rockford Boat, Vacation & Fishing Show, Rockford, IL  815-997-1744
Feb. 17-19 Pheasants Forever National Pheasant Fest, Minneapolis, MN  651-209-4956
Feb. 17-20 Springfield RV Show, Springfield, IL  309-692-6465
Feb. 24-26 The Boat Show, Springfield, IL  217-341-1730
 www.theboatshowinspringfield.com
Feb, 24-26 QCAA RV, Camping & Travel Show, Rock Island 309-788-2543
March 3-5 Iowa Deer Classic, Des Moines, IA 319-232-0218
March 3-5 Central Illinois Recreation Show, Peoria, IL  309-692-6465
March 3-5 Hennepin Marine Open House, Hennepin, IL  815-925-7216
March 4-5 ECA Hunting & Trade Show,  Marion, IL  618-495-2572
 www.ecahuntingandtradeshows.com
March 4-5 Elmwood All Outdoors Show, Elmwood H.S. 309-550-1071
 Elmwood, IL
March 10-11 Buell’s Marine Open House, Canton, IL  309-647-3421
March 10-12 Eastern Iowa Sportshow, Cedar Falls, IA 319-232-0218
March 11-12 River City Outdoors Show, Muscatine, IA 563-506-0546
March 17-19 Whitetail Classic Sports Show/Antler Auction,    563-652-9780
 Maquoketa, IA
April 1-3 Wisconsin Deer & Turkey Expo, Madison, WI 800-324-3337
April 29 C.A.D.A Gun Show, DuPage Co. Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL 715-526-9769
July 28-30 Illinois Deer & Turkey Expo, Peoria Civic Center, Peoria, IL 800-324-3337
 www.deerinfo.com/illinois



12 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” February 2017

From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

ISRA.org

 On January 20, 2017, we inaugurated 
Donald J. Trump as the 45th President of 
the United States.  Many are upset by the 
election of Donald J. Trump.  Colleges and 
universities scheduled coloring book, play 
dough and consulting sessions.  We must 
think of how to comfort these precious 
cupcakes because they are our future.  These 
people are individuals who have difficulty 
with life’s challenges, like buttering their 
own toast and if the butter is too hard it 
could throw them into a catatonic state.  To 
make everyone feel better, they should have 
had a special ceremony an hour before the 
inauguration to give participation trophies 
to Hillary Clinton, Jill Stein and “what is 
Aleppo?” Gary Johnson.  I think that would 
have promoted healing with our mentally 
distraught losers.  
 Congressmen Jeff Duncan (SC) and 

because criminals assume the 
people employed there can’t 
defend themselves.  Thanks 

to concealed carry, more places 
are becoming hostile work 

environments for criminals, except Gun Free 
Zones, of course.  Remember that.
 This year, the ISRA Academy 
(Education and Training) will be conducting 
an assortment of classes.  Aside from 
offering standard classes, we have been 
concentrating on some non-standard 
classes that do not involve shooting.  The 
most successful of these is the AR15 
Maintenance and Operations Class, taught 
by Terry Kreimeier.  The Emergency Medical 
Response for Firearm Instructors and RSO’s, 
taught by John Krupa and Spartan Tactical, 
have been excellent.  Every Instructor and 
RSO should take this class.
 We have added two more classes that 
I am very excited about.  The first is the M1 
Maintenance Class, taught by long time 
CMP Armorer, Joe Smaciarz.  ISRA members 
have thousands of M1’s, but many do not 
know how to maintain them properly.  This 
class includes having your M1 checked for 
head space and bore erosion.  The second 
class is the Ruger MK I, MK II, MK III and 

Congressmen John Carter (TX) have 
introduced the “The Duncan-Carter Hearing 
Protection Act” (H.R.367) in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. H.R. 367 would remove 
suppressors from the National Firearms Act, 
thereby eliminating the $200 transfer fee 
and other ridiculous burdens on law abiding 
citizens.   Suppressors do not “silence” the 
discharge of firearms, nor do they stop the 
sound of the operation of the firearm of 
the supersonic crack associated with the 
bullet.  What they do is protect the hearing 
of shooters and others from high decibels, 
which damage hearing.  I recommend 
supporting this bill at the proper time.  I will 
let you know.
 In Georgia, two armed robbers tried to 
hold up the Top Nails Salon.  One of the nail 
technicians proved she knew more than just 
how to do great nails when she engaged the 
gun-toting robbers with her own firearm.  
The police found one of the robbers hiding 
nearby with a hole in his butt.  The police 
are still on the trail of the other one.  Nail 
salons have been targets of robberies 

SR Series Pistol Maintenance Class.  These 
are great target pistols, but are a challenge 
to take apart, clean and put back together.  
Rick Allen will simplify that for you.  Class 
space is limited, so reserve your spot now.  
Proceeds from these classes go to support 
the ISRA Range.  See the schedule below. 
 A federal court judge has denied a 
motion to dismiss the case known as Shults 
et al v. Sheldon.  The motion to dismiss was 
brought by the State of Illinois, which limits 
the Second Amendment rights of foster 
parents.  This case seeks to remedy that 
situation.
 On January 9, 2017, the Illinois 
Legislature went into session.  On Monday, 
the 99th General Assembly finished 
unfinished business from the last two years.  
While all of the gun bills, both good and 
bad, are still under consideration, the only 
one that might be called will be SB433, 
the suppressor bill.  Then, at noon on 
Wednesday, January 11, the 100th General 
Assembly was seated.  There are a lot of 
changes among the representatives and 
senators.  It will take a while to figure it all 
out.  The real action will start this month.
 It is going to be interesting to see 
what it’s going to be like nationally, under 
President-Elect Donald Trump.  In Illinois, 
we are not going to see any improvement 

Littleton Storm & Timber Services, Inc.
(217) 245-7910

1615 Sugar Hollow Rd, Jacksonville, IL 62650

• Buyers of Standing Timber • 
• Tree & Brush Removal Specialists •

Commercial Spray equipment 
applied by licensed personnel, 

kills brush and trees. 

LET US CREATE ATV TRAILS & 
HORSEBACK RIDING TRAILS!

Call Littleton Storm & Timber 
Services to get the job done right! Dry duck holes: grinding willows 

and brush out of duck holes

Before

Before

After

After
Don’t miss a buck of a lifetime cause 

you can’t see through the brush! 

Before

Before

After

After
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unless it comes from Washington D.C.  For 
us, it will be the battle, as usual.  Many 
predicted that firearm sales would fall if 
Donald Trump was elected.  I have checked 
with a couple of firearm dealers and firearm 
sales have not slowed down.  I admit this is 
not a very good sample.
 Of course, part of this continuation 
of sales comes from reduced prices for 
firearms and ammunition.  The optimistic 
future, increased availability of products 
and lower costs may increase the number of 
visits to the ranges, and more participation 
in shooting leagues and competitions.
 The stock markets are looking at 
certain gun companies as being very good 
investments.  The top three of these include 
Smith & Wesson, Sturm Ruger and the Vista 
Outdoor Group (Savage Arms, Blackhawk 
and Bushnell).  Notably, Savage Arms is 
introducing a new Modern Sporting Rifle 
(MSR).  The competition among the firearm 
companies keeps improving every product, I 
have to say.  Colt is coming out with a new 
updated 1911, with a new double spring 
recoil system that looks interesting.
 All gun owners need to be aware 
that Michael Bloomberg is pushing ahead 
full tilt with his anti-gun campaign.  It is 
my understanding that in some states he 
had established offices before the General 
Election, and he never closed them.  Those 
offices are still open, and undoubtedly, they 
are moving their anti-gun attacks to the 
state and local levels.  Please understand 
that Michael Bloomberg has billions 
of discretionary income to put into the 
campaign against law abiding gun owners.  
This fight is not over; it is just beginning.
 The gift giving part of the holidays is 
past, and now comes the best part - after 
holiday sales.  Now is the time to consider 

that gift you really wanted that no one gave 
you.  If you aren’t sure what that is, consider 
taking yourself to a shooting range.  Many 
old indoor ranges have remodeled and 
there are new indoor ranges popping up 
everywhere.  The new indoor ranges are 
spectacular.  Comparing ranges from the 
time I started shooting to the ones now, is 
like the difference between Wagon Train 
and Star Wars.  Outdoor clubs have and 
are also going through big improvements.  
Some clubs are full, but there are still quite 
a few out there accepting memberships.  
Investing in range time is one of the best 
things you can do for yourself.  Remember, 
each shot you fire down range is the sound 
of freedom.
 Recently, I ran across a couple of lame 
stream media articles questioning whether 
having a firearm is a good choice for senior 
citizens.  Being a senior citizen myself, I don’t 
appreciate being portrayed as some helpless, 
incompetent boob.  Seniors make a great 
target for thieves, thugs and various varieties 
of the socially engineered slime we are 
forced to live with in our overly permissive 
society.  I have taught many seniors how to 
properly use a firearm in self-defense and 
they are much safer and more confident for 
the experience. Besides, there is always that 
chance that one of these seniors will dispatch 
one of these creeps, save their own life and 
deprive the lame stream media about some 
whiny story about assaults on the elderly.   Of 
course, we will hear the same old boohoo 
story about how the perpetrator, after getting 
out of prison for the third time, was finally 
getting his life together. 
 It’s important to be always be aware.  
I’m referring of the scammers, burglars and 
internet thieves in particular.  Some of these 
people follow you on social media and are 

delighted that you are going over the river 
and through the woods to grandma’s house 
for a few days or wherever.  Do not notify 
the world that you are not going to be home. 
Don’t forget to remind grandma and the rest 
of your friends and relatives to keep their 
social media lip buttoned.  
 While we are thinking about all of this, 
be sure who is knocking at your door.  A 
while back, there were cases in southern 
Illinois in which the knock on the door was 
accompanied by a baby crying and a young 
women asking for help.  If you opened the 
door, a couple of guys barged in and people 
found themselves in the middle of an up-close 
and personal home invasion.  The baby was a 
doll and the baby came from a recording.
 The internet sales will be fabulous this 
year.  If you see something, try to order it by 
phone.
 If you have to order it over the internet, 
change your password once you are done 
ordering.  While you are at it, don’t use 
dumb pass words like 1-2-3-4-5-6.  At least 
make them work for it.
 The 2016 attacks in Germany and 
Turkey have once again shown that the 
terrorists can attack anywhere, at any 
time.  Germany foolishly let in over a million 
unvetted people; they asked for it and now 
they have got it.  The terrorist was a refugee 
from Tunisia.  Turkey isn’t the text book 
example of an open society, but a policeman 
who was supposed to be on an anti-terrorist 
squad became a terrorist.  Some of our 
leaders want us to think the battle lines 
are in Syria around Aleppo or Mosul, or just 
anywhere but here.  It isn’t so.  The battle 
line is at our doorsteps. To think otherwise 
is avoiding reality.
 The heart of winter is upon us and it 
will not release its icy grip until sometime 

in March.  Well, hopefully in March.  Now 
is the time to start thinking about next year, 
particularly regarding treating yourself to 
the training opportunities offered by the 
Illinois State Rifle Association.  This year, 
we have Massad Ayoob, John Farnum, 
Midwest Training Group and a plethora of 
talented local instructors to choose from.  
We are working on setting up classes 
throughout the state.  Contact us for a 
complete training schedule from the ISRA.
 

2017 Upcoming Events:
See ISRA.org for more info.

 
Saturday, February 4th

Care & Maintenance of the M1
 

Saturday, February 18th
Armed Forces Training Camp Instructor 

Orientation
 

Saturday, February 25th
Care & Maintenance of the AR-15

WOT Pistol Clinic at Chillicothe 
Sportsmen’s Club (Sponsored by the ISRA)

 
Saturday, March 4th

Emergency Medical Response for Firearm 
Instructors and RSO’s

 
Saturday, March 11th

Care & Maintenance of the 
Mark I, II, III, and 22/45

Thanks for being a member! Not a 
member…JOIN the ISRA Today!

ISRA
PO Box 637

Chatsworth, IL 60921
Call: 815-635-3198  *  Web: www.ISRA.org
Follow the ISRA on Twitter and Facebook
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THE WAR TO END ALL WARS

The Peoria Area’s Premier Deer 
Sausage & Salami Maker Since 1955

Raber does full processing of your deer &
all products are full processed in our plant.

Choose from more than 20 
different sausage products 
made from your deer meat!

309.673.0721 • After Hours: 309.369.7631

1413 N. Raber Rd. 
Peoria, Illinois 61604

Off Farmington Rd.
Across fom Peoria 

Speedway

 Here it is 2017, almost a full one 
hundred years since the great events 
of WW 1 touched folks not only here 
in Peoria but all over the world.  As a 
local historian I often lectured and wrote 
about the wars that brought Peorians 
into harms way. 
 I never really counted the names on 
the Civil War monument in our courthouse 
square but 550 seem to be the number 
most people agree on.  WW1 cost 211 
Peoria lives and WW 2 killed 662 men 
from Peoria City and County.  The Korean 
War claimed 51 and the Vietnam just 
about the same figure.  
 Hell, way back in the Spanish 
American War, Peoria had a navy man, 
George Ellis killed in the battle with the 

Spanish Armada. The United States Navy 
built and named a destroyer after George 
Ellis, the rarest of honors indeed. 
 Peoria was a great liberty town and 
we had our share of service men and 
women coming and going during all those 
wars. The Civil War was certainly a part 
of our history, although no actual battles 
were fought in our area. I was right here 
in downtown Peoria, Illinois as a teen 
waving an American flag and cheering 
my head off as we paraded around town 
when WW 2 ended. It was an exciting, 
wonderful day that Peorians that were 
here will never forget.

WW 1
 It was a glorious day here in Peoria, 
Illinois when Peorians woke up to the 
news that WW1 was over.  I was not 
here, but I can tell you about that day 
as if I were right there on Main Street, 
banging pots and pans and yelling my 

fool head off.   Peorians used the phrase 
‘Over There,” a lot because of a great 
song that was written by George M. 
Cohan called, “Over There.”   All the local 
rallies included the singing of that song:  
“We’re coming over and it won’t be over 
‘till it’s over, over there.”  Did you know 
that President Roosevelt award George 
M. Cohan the Congressional Gold Medal 
for his contribution to the morale of our 
fighting men during 1917 and 1918. Truth 
is he did not get around to making that 
award until 1936, but he got it done.
 It was 1:52 A.M., November 11, 
1918 here in Peoria when the word 
began to spread from a newsroom here 
to other newspaper workers, to wives, 
and family and finally the lights went 
on all over the city and before the sun 
had risen hundreds of folks were either 
downtown or on their way.  They walked, 
rode bikes, drove cars and came by horse 
and buggies until the streets downtown 
were hopelessly jammed.  Most brought 
something to make noise with from 

whistles to pots and pans.  Bands from 
all over began to form up downtown and 
impromptu groups gathered to march 
around the courthouse square.  Military 
men assembled in full uniform along 
with military bands and even some army 
equipment joined in the grand parade.
 There was pandemonium in the 

POPULAR CHOICES:
Barbeque Sticks • Salami & Cheese Sticks

Jalapeno & Cheese Salami
Bratwurst, Polish or Summer Sausage

by Norman V. Kelly

Let Raber Process Your Deer!

WE ALSO 
SMOKE TURKEY 

& GEESE!

Like us on

World War 1 Averyville 
Monument located at the base of 
Grandview Drive off Route 29. 

Photo by Bruce Brown.
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streets and of course a lot of men packed 
a bit of booze and soon the merriment 
took a notch above cacophony.  Finally 
the mayor posted a proclamation on the 
doors of the City Hall and told Peorians 
to “Come on Down Town!” And they did 
by the thousands.  Rural folks came and 
soon there was simply no more room.  
The long lines of people holding hands 
snaked through the narrow spaces on the 
street and the bands played on.
 At noon every church that had a 
bell rang it and folks began to circle 
the churches, holding hands and giving 
thanks to God for the victory over the 
terrible Hun…the War to end all wars 
was over…God Bless America!  Of 
course the politicians were in on the 
festivities and through megaphones 
they spoke of the glory of America’s 
Victory and the older folks followed 
them to the Shrine and Coliseum 
where they would be welcomed with 
a cup of coffee and a chance to sit 
down.  The younger celebrants were 
still interested in roaming the streets 
and of course by then old Demon Rum 
was pushing them on.  
 Still, according to reports in the 
morning paper the police rarely had to 
intercede and the demonstrations went 
on until almost midnight.  But by then 
the crowd had thinned and the noise had 
ceased.  The wind kicked up and blew 
the toilet paper, torn up newspapers and 
debris around the empty streets.  The War 
was over and now the thoughts were on 
bringing our Doughboys back home.
 That was November 11, 1918, all 
of Peoria’s Breweries and Distilleries 
were closed since September of 1917, 
our taverns and saloons were still open 
but they too would be closed by January 
16, 1920.  The ‘Fighting Doughboy” 
was coming home, but where would he 
work?  That my friends....is a story for 
another day.

Editor’s note;   Norm is a True Crime 
Writer and Peoria Historian who 

contributes monthly to ADVENTURE 
SPORTS OUTDOORS. 

norman.kelly@sbcglobal.net

Norm Kelly, a monthly contributor to ADVENTURE SPORTS 
OUTDOORS will appear with the BRADLEY SYMPHONIC 
WINDS, Conducted by Dr. DAVID VROMAN.  Of course we 
were kidding about the real Sousa, but Dr. Vroman does 
a wonderful interpretation of the great band leader John 
Phillip Sousa, wearing a period uniform while presenting 
the concert as Mr. Sousa did through out the United States, 
including many stops here in Peoria, Illinois. Dr. Vroman 
appears in a period costume like Sousa wore and the 
program will consist of the authentic music composed by 
Mr. Sousa and other composers of the era just before the 
turn-of-the-century and beyond. Lee Ranson will narrate 
and Kristin Lelm and Mathew Zahner will be featured. 

ASO’s HISTORIAN MEETS 
JOHN PHILLIP SOUSA

Norm Kelly will present a short, pre-concert lecture at 2:15pm, with 
his historical stories of Peoria within the time period Mr. Sousa visited 
Peoria, Illinois, always playing to packed houses each and every time. Dr. 
Vroman’s Sousa concerts are widely applauded here and if you want to 
spend a rollicking, patriotic time you better get your tickets now!

THE CONCERT BEGINS AT 3:00 PM, FEBRUARY 26, 2017.  Plenty of 
parking at the DINGLEDINE MUSIC CENTER located on the Bradley 
University Campus. Admission is $20.00 and tickets can be obtained by 
calling 309-677-2650.  

There are only 440 tickets for sale, so act now! You will not want to miss 
this afternoon of special musical entertainment!

The IRASCIBLE LEPRECHAUN and JOHN PHILLIP SOUSA on the same 
stage; can you imagine that?



Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!

BOWS
Mathews • Mission

Bear  • PSE

CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission

Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE
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PEKIN BASS 
& BOW

DECOYING PREDATORS TO PERFECTION
BEING DISTRACTED IS RARELY A GOOD THING, BUT CONSIDER EMBRACING THE ART OF 
DISTRACTING A PREDATOR ON YOUR NEXT HUNT. IT COULD BE WHAT YOU’RE MISSING.
By Mark Kayser
 Few public service messages hit you 
more and resonate harder than “Don’t 
drive distracted. Texts cause wrecks.” 
Driving distracted is definitely something 
to avoid. Distracting a predator on your 
next outing is something you might want 
to embrace.
 There are a variety of ways to distract 
a predator. You can disperse scent upwind 
of where you expect a predator to show 
up. You can even place your e-call away 
from you and operate with a remote. By 
directing a predator toward a distraction 
you can keep attention away from you. 
More importantly, you also direct it away 
from your scent stream.

USING DECOYS
 My favorite method is using decoys 
and for coyotes they can produce real 
results. Coyote decoys break down into 

two groups: predator and prey. The 
majority of coyote decoys are designed 
to imitate prey either in a still-life 
pose or animated with wind, or battery 
operation. Primos, ICOtec, FOXPRO and 
other companies manufacture a variety of 
floppy, fur-covered contraptions to appear 
as prey in mortal distress. Add batteries, 
turn it on and it will whirl for hours to 
distract a coyote away from your position 
and into your shooting gallery.
 You can also put out a coyote decoy 
to distract an incoming canine. Top 
options include Montana Decoy’s Kojo 
coyote, Flambeau’s Lone Howler or the 
Edge Expedite Yote coyote. They all 
provide realistic options to con coyotes 
into believing the howls they heard were 
real. Plus, during the February breeding 
flurry it gives coyotes confidence they 
might find love by visually spying a date 
when they arrive on scene. Montana 

Decoy and Flambeau also offer fawn 
decoys to match the distress bleats of a 
fawn having a bawling breakdown.

COMPLEMENTING SOUNDS WITH 
VISUALS
 If you want to complement prey 
sounds with prey visualizations and have 
it all in one package look to a variety of 
companies like Cass Creek, Edge Expedite, 
FOXPRO and Cabela’s with their SLP Game 
Call with Motion Decoy. Place out your 
caller and the sounds, plus the decoy will 
lure a coyote well away from your hideout.
 I was reminded of how well a 
distraction works on a recent coyote hunt. 
Forty minutes into the setup I felt I had 
given my all and as usual I released my 
decoy dog Sage to wander around to get 
the ants out of her pants from sitting by 
me in obedient stillness.
 Gathering my gear, I was shocked 

to hear Sage growl from above me and 
I followed her gaze to the creek below. 
Immediately I spied the reason for the soft 
growl: an incoming coyote! Sage engaged 
immediately and started down the hill to 
greet the intruder. I whistled her to a stop 
and the coyote locked its gaze on Sage, 30 
yards below me.
 Seeing a window of distracted 
opportunity, I went from sitting to prone and 
planted my Nikon reticle squarely on the 
chest of the coyote who had yet to look at me, 
but was locked on Sage with a laser stare. 
Depressing the trigger on my Bergara ended 
the coyote’s stare as the Hornady SST 
toppled it on the spot. That’s the beauty of a 
true predator distraction.

• Great Fun for the whole Family! 
•  Live Animals from Maple Lane Wildlife Farms!
•  Grizzly Bear, Wolf, Tiger or   Leopard & Monkey. 
• Fishing & Hunting Seminars!
•  WIN one of 4-$100 Gift Cards from area merchants

CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ PREMIER OUTDOOR SHOW!!! FEBRUARY 10 - 11, 2017

Otto Center: 2058 CR 1800 E, Arthur, IL
217-268-3820 • www.ArthurOutdoorExpo.com
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Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

FIVE REASONS YOU SHOULD 
KEEP A MOUTH CALL HANDY
MOUTH CALLS DON’T NECESSARILY HAVE THE ALLURE 
OF TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED E-CALLS, BUT THAT 
DOESN’T MEAN YOU SHOULD STOP USING THEM.
By Mark Kayser
 Mouth calls have dropped off the 
trend grid like the flip phone and the 
Rand McNally map. You see them here 
and there, but innovation has inspired 
most to embrace the battery power of an 
electronic predator caller.
 Don’t mothball your mouth calls just yet.
 They are still handy in certain situations 
and may tip the scale in your favor when a 
subtle or specific sound is required to seal 
the deal. We’ve discussed 10 reasons to 
ditch the mouth call for an e-call, but here 
are five reasons to keep calls handy, even 
with the power of a digital sound library in 
the palm of your hand.

1. NO BATTERIES NECESSARY
First, if this hasn’t happened to you, it 
likely will. You’ll hike into a remote setup, 
plop down the caller and turn it on only 
to discover … nothing! That’s right. The 
batteries went dead or the rechargeable 
internal battery is no longer accepting 
orders from your electric outlet. If you 
have a mouth-blown call or two in your 
pack, there’s no problem. If not, you’ll be 
on your way to the nearest store and miss 
out on a morning of calling.

2. VOLUME VARIETY
The ability to vary volume 
and when to call is also a 
bonus of a mouth call. Sure, 
digital callers have volume 
control, but is it always 
instantaneous? Have you 
fumbled with a remote 
control volume button 
in subzero temperatures 
before?

3. A NEEDED CHANGE-UP
And what if you need to 
lower the volume ASAP 
and temper the inflection 
from “I just lost a limb” to 
“I stepped on a prickly pear?” Watching 
how a predator responds to your calls 
oftentimes demands those quick changes 
to keep a critter on course, tracking in 
your direction. Routinely I’ll watch coyotes 
appear on a horizon and suddenly hit the 
parking brake, suspicious of what they’re 
hearing. Stopping the caller, lowering the 
volume, changing inflection or going to a 
soft whimper all can instantly be achieved 
with a mouth call.

4. NO NEED FOR SETUP
A big benefit of electronic calling units is 
a hunter’s freedom to operate it remotely. 
This puts the focus on the sound and 
away from you. Unfortunately, it also 
increases your exposure, particularly in 
open country. It could get you busted as 
you move beyond a good setup, just to 
separate yourself from the caller.

5. EASY TO CARRY
Finally, let’s be honest. Quality electronic 
calling units are bulky, heavy and add more 

weight to an already-heavy backpack. 
Several hand calls can fit easily into a 
cargo-pant pocket, leaving you lighter and 
better suited to pack out a hefty coyote.
Of course smart callers combine the two 
calling options. On nearly every setup, 
I mix and match electronic sounds with 
lung-powered, predator harmonies. This 
provides flexibility to tailor a message on 
the spot. This combo approach can even 
save a hunt if cold weather drains an e- 
callers battery power before the hunt.

Johnny 
Stewart 
Coyote 

Dog 
Howler 
CYC-1



THE ARMORY
Buy • Sell • Trade

Guns • Ammunition • Army Surplus • MRS’s • Knives
Bayonets • Reloading Supplies • Military Collectibles

1406 State Route 13-127 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274
Located next to the Pinckneyville/DuQuoin Airport

618-559-0424 • thearmory1945@yahoo.com
OPEN M-F 10-6 , Sat. 10-4 (After hours by appt.)
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2016 THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

 I do not know 
how 2016 treated 
you and your family, 
but for me and mine 

it was a rollercoaster ride.  There were 
highs and lows followed by higher highs 
and lower lows.  But through it all the 
Good Lord blessed us far beyond what we 
deserved.  And for that we are eternally 
grateful.
   I trust Christmas was a blessing for 
you and I pray 2017 will greet you with 
equal blessings.  My 2016 started out 
pretty quiet.  Coyote hunting during the 
winter months was comparatively slow.  
The varying weather patterns messed up 
both hunting and fishing opportunities for 
most of 2016 and it started early.  Luckily 
these patterns settled out just in time for 
spring turkey season.
 As usual I began my spring turkey 
hunting at my favorite spot in Hancock 
County.  Because of rain my opening day was 
actually on the third day of the season.  Even 
with that it took less than 90-minutes for me 
to have a 24-pound gobbler by the ankles.  

OPEN
HOUSE

APRIL 7 & 8
(Friday & Saturday)

Factory Reps will be present!
Refreshments!

15% Off In-Store Merchandise!

GREAT SELECTION OF 
PREOWNED INVENTORY

K-Z Travel Trailer - Spree, 
Sportsmen & Sportster K-Z 5th 
Wheels - Durango & Sportsmen 

K-Z Toy Haulers, Venom & 
Sportster 100 Rockwood Travel 

Trailers,5th Wheels, Tent 
Campers & Geo Pros

RV Sales, Service,
Parts & Accessories

1290 E. Jackson
E. Rt. 51 & 16

Pana, IL 62557
(271) 562-2909

Mike Roux’s 2016 spring started 
with a 24-pound gobbler. (Photo by 

Mike Roux)

 I then traveled to SW Missouri to 
spend a couple of days hunting with good 
buddy Chadd Duncan.  The weather got 
tough and made the hunting tougher.  The 
highlight of that trip was an afternoon 
when I hooked-up with my friend JD 
Stevenson to fish on his family’s lake.  The 
bass bite was great and we hammered ‘em 
all afternoon.  Thanks to both Chadd and 
JD for that trip.
 As warm weather arrived it was 
vacation time and for Nancy and me that 
means loading up the grandkids for a road 
trip.  Our 2016 adventure took us the Lake 
of the Ozarks but more importantly to the 
Lodge of the Four Seasons.  We absolutely 
fell in love with this place.
 Not only is this resort strategically 
located right in the heart of all the Lake 
activities, it also provides a myriad of 
special things to do right on their grounds. 
Four pools, a movie theater, a full marina, 
three restaurants and a beach with a fishing 
dock make Lodge of the Four Seasons a 
vacation all by itself.
 After vacation Nancy and I spent a 

few weekends enjoying the summer and 
just before school started we grabbed the 
little ones for one last summer outing.  It 
was off to SE Missouri to visit Grandma 
Sue and Grandpa Glen at their cabin on 
Lake Hanna.  There we enjoyed campfires, 
fireworks, fishing swimming and riding 
with Grandma Sue on her ATV through the 
many mud holes around the lake.  Great 
family fun is pretty hard to beat!
 As fall began to get closer it was time 
to start planning for archery deer season.  
My boys Parker and Caleb were spending 
every free minute checking and brushing 
existing stands, hanging a couple of new 
stands and cutting shooting lanes.  It was 
hot work but these two put their minds to it 
and got the farm ready to hunt.
 We decided not hunt the farm as long 
as the temperatures were hot.  There is no 
use to bugger up a good stand by sweating 
in it and educating the deer too early.  That 
decision paid off later in the season and 
also immediately.
 Since we were not going to bow 
hunt in October it left us a little more time 
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Charlie Hogg • Owner
130 South Division

Carterville, IL

618-985-8277
CrappieProShop.net

Come See Us…Find a Great Selection 
of Bait, Tackle & Fishing Supplies!

Like Us On
FACEBOOK!

CRAPPIE PRO SHOP

2 Great Locations . . . on the North & 
South end of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

3 DAY, 3 NIGHT, GROUPS OF 3 FISHING 
PACKAGE FEBRUARY ONLY 

$99.00 (plus tax) per person
3 DAY FISHING SPECIAL MAR 23-MAY 25 

$269.00 per person
INCLUDES:

3 DAYS FISHING • 3 NIGHTS LODGING
BOAT • MOTOR • GAS • BAIT • ICE

(Plus tax, per person. Minimum 2 people. A $100.00
non-refundable deposit per person is required)

WE WILL MATCH ANY FISHING PACKAGES AT REELFOOT 
LAKE FOR THE TIME OF MONTH THEY ARE OFFERED! 

CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon & Pontoon Boat Rental

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com
100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079

sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair

Parker Dietrich and Caleb Roux 
both dropped deer with their bows 

the same evening in 2016. 
(Photo by Mike Roux)

for fall bass fishing. And the fishing was 
AMAZING!  Parker and I slipped across the 
Great River into Missouri for a sunrise trip 
to check out a new spot.  The top water 
bite before the sun came up was HOT!  
Within the first 15-minutes my MotoLure 
got hammered and Parker netted a 7-pound, 
5-ounce largemouth for me.  We continued 
to catch good bass all the way around the 
lake.  Later that morning and on the exact 
opposite bank from my first big bass I 
hooked and Parker netted a 6-pounder.  
“NET PRO” was the new nickname he got 
that morning.
 On the evening of the next day I took 
Caleb to the same spot to see if we could 
find another good bite.  We did.  Caleb 
caught over a dozen nice bass that evening 
and I was lucky enough to find a fat 
5-pounder.  We commented that we had not 
been in a boat instead of a tree stand this 
late in October…ever.
 The great fishing continued on into 
November when I hooked up (no pun 
intended) with Reagan Smith of REAG’S 
Guide Service.  We wasted no time one crisp 
November morning on Clinton Lake putting 
three limits in the boat in just under three 
hours.  Call Reagan Smith at 309-642-8106.  
He is still fishing every day, ice or no ice.
 When we finally did start deer hunting 

and it was an amazing season.  I killed a 
very nice 9-pointer in Missouri on opening 
morning of their firearm season and made 
back to our Illinois farm in time to bowhunt 
with my boys.  As the good Lord would 
have it, they both killed deer with their 
bows that evening.  God is good!
 2016 was a year to remember and we 
should all be thankful for it.  As we look 
forward to beginning 2017 I pray nothing 
for you all but good health, prosperity and 
God’s continued blessings.  Thank you 
so much for letting me share my outdoor 
experiences with you here each week.  God 
Bless 2017 and God Bless America.

I really had a great day on December 7th Hunting Whitetail in 
Northern Minnesota. On the last day of the hunt and we put this 

buck in the skinning shed. This buck had an incredible mass 
measurements and scored 269 on the Boone & Crockett. 
We were hunting in negative 11 degrees with wind chill. 

Minnesota grows some absolute monster whitetail. 5 days of 
hunting to get the buck of several lifetimes.



FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!
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BOWLING • BAR
RESTAURANT & VIDEO 
GAMBLING COMING! 

Archery Pro Shop
Indoor Shooting Range

Archery Tag Game
 Bow Tuning & Repairs

Bait & Tackle

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL

Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)
WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

RAWLINGS
INTERSTATE 155
TRAILER SALES

NEW • USED • BUY •  SELL • TRADE

Serving you since 1972
All Types for Pickups

Horse • Livestock • Utility • Cargo • Flatbeds

309-449-3309
South of Hopedale on I-155 at Exit 15

www.ralingstrailersales.com

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

309-694-4867 • 1-800-962-9934
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

 Here we are again. February. The 
only folks pumped up for this cold, dark 28 
days are the newlyweds and singles that 
are slobbering all over Valentine’s Day.  
Twenty eight days; even the people that 
created the calendar wanted it shorter 
than any other month. Maybe they figured 
that if it was shorter it wouldn’t seem 
like the longest month of the year. In 
deference to the ice that will apparently 
provide more than thick enough ice to go 
out fishing and freeze your tutu off, I have 
to admit there is something to do in Feb.  I 
just can’t get excited about it.
 So…wadayado? You are already 
missing doing anything outdoors 
other than filling the bird feeder and 
occasionally shoveling snow.  You piddle 
with your hunting gear cleaning and oiling 
your firearms and taking them in for any 
repairs that you need in order to be safe 

for spring turkeys or the upcoming fall and 
winter seasons. You make sure that your 
stands are also repaired with any straps 
replaced and that everything is dry and 
safe from mold and mildew.  
 Your fishing gear may need some 
attention. After all much of it has baked 
in the sun and some has felt the heat 
but never has seen the light of day. For 
example; you know all those spinner baits 
that didn’t have a chance of a hooking a 
bass, but their skirts have managed to 
melt together and onto your tackle box. 
The bottle of chartreus garlic dip your 
partner didn’t tighten up leaked all over 
the place and everything now smells like 
a bacterially infected, rat infested pizza 
parlor and it glows like the jar of fireflies 
you caught as a kid. 
 Here is some relief for you…at 
least a suggestion that could prove to be 
a beneficial activity for the mid-winter 
doldrums. Get on line and enter outdoor 
themed sweepstakes that could bring you 

riches beyond your imagination.  Well at 
least some pretty cool prizes.  I’ll give you 
a few to start off with.
 Win a Polaris ALE 500 ATV worth 
about $7,000 at the Rockstar Energy/ 
Kroger Polaris sweepstakes that ends 
2/28/17. One entry per person, and 
must be over eighteen. Web site is at: 
www.Rockstarenergy.com/company/
sweeps/Rocks ta r-K roge r-Po la r i s -
Sweepstakes?success=true
 The Whistler Tourism board has a big 
ski/snowboard trip with Celebrate Winter 
in Whistler contest at: www.whistler.
com/thank-you/#entryfc  one entry and 
ends 4/30/17.
 Here’s a good one. It’s a Bassmaster 
Fish with Gerald Swindler sweeps.  The 
prize value is over thirty two grand with 
big big brands and prizes. You can enter 
every day and it ends 3/31/17.
 Now if you are into any kind of 

outdoor activity, this one will get you to 
sit up and take notice.  It is awesome!  It 
is the Yamaha Powderhook Viking side by 
side sweepstakes.  The prize is a Yamaha 
EPS Viking ATV three person side by side.  
The partner Powderhook is an outdoor 
marketing organization that represents 
various outdoor products.  This ends 
5/31/17, and you can earn extra entries 
in the sweeps. Here is where you need 
to go:  www.powderhook.com/contests/
yamaha-side-by-side
 The US Motor Sports Association 
is offering the Ultimate Off-road give 
away, which has a pickup truck an ATV, 
ten grand and you get one entry and it 
runs thru the end of the year, Dec,31st.  
The web site for this one is:  www.
unitedstatesmotorsports.com/free-
membership-registration
 This one needs some interactive 
participation but is a good prize pool. It is 
a tie in with Peak automotive products and 
Real Tree camo. The prizes are: The bigun 
is a fishing trip for four to Canada and 
plus a 2017 Kawasaki Mule SX.  Monthly 
prizes offer an Orca 26 qt. cooler and a 
pair of Vortex Diamondback binoculars. 

AC Beer and Bait

 The Meandering Murray’s
IT’S NO RISK…REALLY
By Bob Murray
bigmur2@aol.com



FREE ESTIMATES • PERSONAL SERVICE • QUALITY PRODUCTS

Bridgestone                      Firestone
1861 Knox Co. Hwy. 9 • Just off Rt. 34 • Galesburg, IL

We Provide Excellent Quality for
All Cars, Trucks, Trailers & RV’s

• Complete Tire Service • Brake Service
• Wheel Alignment • Shocks & Struts Suspension
• Professional Repairs • Road Service

Specializing In Hard to Find Tires For Your 4x4 or ATV
Phone: (309) 343-1141  •  Fax: (309) 343-3490
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3335 East Enos • Springfield, Illinois • Noon till 7 P.M. • Closed Sunday & Monday

217-544-1232

Before you buy your next gun call us!
Layaway Program • Buy, SeLL or Trade • LargeST BLack Powder SeLecTion, downSTaTe!

LETZ HUNT & SPORT

GCR Tire Center
NEW LOCATION!

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder

Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment
www.letzhuntandsport.com

Weekly prizes include a Peak/Orca 27oz. 
stainless chaser. The web address is: 
www.peakauto.com/peakrealtree/.
 I believe there are unlimited entries 
in this one. The interactivity is submitting 
a picture of a Peak product and Real Tree 
camo along with it.
 Well, it’s not exactly like hauling in a 
big bucket mouth or a ten pointer out of 
the woods. But you can get a trip, an ATV, 
a truck, just to hop on a web site, why not?  
There is no risk…really.  If you win a trip 
or a vehicle, remember where ever you 
go…Keep it clean out there.

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354

Your Lumber
Store ...
And So

Much More!

406 S. 5TH AVE. • CANTON, IL

(309) 647-0396 • FAX (309) 647-2724

APPLY NOW FOR PERE MARQUETTE YOUTH 
WINGSHOOTING CLINIC AND PHEASANT HUNT
Event to be held March 4 at Pere Marquette State Park
GRAFTON, IL – Young hunters between 
the ages of 10-17 can apply now for the 
Pere Marquette Youth Wingshooting Clinic 
and Pheasant Hunt scheduled for Saturday, 
March 4, 2017 at Pere Marquette State Park 
in Jersey County.
  The Pere Marquette Youth Clinic and 
Hunt have been popular late winter/early 
spring additions to the IDNR Wingshooting 
and Youth Pheasant Hunting Programs.  Most 
youth pheasant hunting opportunities are 
offered at IDNR Controlled Pheasant Hunting 
Areas in the fall or early winter.
  On March 4, young hunters will 
participate in a wingshooting clinic during 
the morning.  National Sporting Clays 
Association/IDNR Certified Wingshooting 
Instructors will teach the wingshooting 
clinic.  Young hunters will advance their 
wingshooting skills while practicing safe 
shotgun handling and operation during the 
clinic.  The pheasant hunt will take place 
during the afternoon.  Young hunters must 
have successfully completed an approved 
Hunter Safety Course and have a valid 
hunting license to participate.
 More than a dozen co-sponsors are 
assisting the IDNR and Pere Marquette 
State Park with the wingshooting clinic 

and pheasant hunt.  Co-sponsors provide 
funding for the clay targets, target and 
field shot shells, and lunch for the young 
hunters.  Through the assistance of some 
of their members, co-sponsors also provide 
bird dogs, bird dog handlers, and hunting 
guides.  The co-sponsors include Alwerdt’s 
Pheasant Farm, Altamont, Illinois; Bollini 
Taxidermy; Cassens Bait and Tackle; Channel-
Seedsmanship At Work; Clemens Insurance; 
the Discount House; Ducks Unlimited - 
Jersey County Chapter; Friends of Pere 
Marquette State Park; Fur Takers of America; 
Green Roof Kennels; Hargrave International; 
the Illinois Federation of Outdoor Resources; 
the Illinois National Shoot-To-Retrieve Field 
Trial Association; Migratory Waterfowl; the 
National Wild Turkey Federation - Midwest 
Gobblers Chapter; Pfister Seed Company; 
Quail Forever – Illinois Pioneer Chapter; Todd 
Parish - Attorney At Law; Ward Financial 
Services; Whitworth-Horn-Goetten Insurance 
Agency; and, Winchester/Olin.
 Permits for the Pere Marquette Youth 
Pheasant Hunt are available through 
the IDNR’s Controlled Pheasant Hunting 
Internet Reservation System.  Hunters 
need to review the “Illinois Youth Pheasant 
Hunt Information” and the “Illinois Youth 

Pheasant Hunt Regulations” on the 
controlled pheasant hunting website prior to 
submitting an application.  To navigate to the 
controlled pheasant hunting website once 
the IDNR website www.dnr.illinois.gov has 
been accessed, hunters should follow these 
directions:
•  Click on “Upland Game” from the drop-

down menu under the “Hunt/Trap” button 
on the Homepage toolbar

•  Then click on “Controlled Pheasant Areas” 
under the “Licenses and permits” heading

•  After clicking on the “Click Here For 
Applications” button on the Controlled 
Pheasant Hunting Welcome Page, young 
hunters should click on the button next to 
“Illinois Youth Pheasant Hunts” to access 
the appropriate on-line application form 

  Hunters without computers are 
encouraged to gain access to the controlled 
pheasant hunting online reservation system 
by checking with family or friends with a 
computer or by using a computer at their 
local public library.  Completing a permit 
reservation online takes less than five 
minutes. For complete details, check the 
controlled pheasant hunting website at 
www.dnr.illinois.gov.

Jim O’Bryan and Rocky with a 
couple of Irish Acres geese. Thanks 

to Mike O’ Bryan with REMAX 
Traders Unlimited for the photo. 
Call him at 309-687-5069 for all 

your commercial needs.
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Archery 
Check 

Station!

THE CONNECTION RESOLUTION
by:TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent

 Well , 
well, well, 

was that 2016 
thing fun or 

what? I certainly had 
a wonderful time in my never ending 
inexhaustible celebration of life, liberty and 
my full-throttle passionate indefatigable 
pursuit of backstrap spirit happiness.
 From the bottom of my forever throbbing 
all American rock-n-roll, venison infested 
heart and soul, I sincerely thank all those 
ultimate real soulmusic lovers across the 
country that fanned the flames of the greatest 
tour of my life.
 And of course I genuflect at the alter 
of my entire animal workforce TeamNuge- 
Virtuosos Greg Smith and Jason Hartless, 
the greatest band in the world, my world-
class crew and management, of course my 
amazing family and the throngs of gungho 
maniac rockers that danced the Motor City 
Madhouse Nuge-dance every night.
 I wrap up a tour like that, performing my 
6758th concert on September 3, 2016, in near 
disbelief that after more than 50 fire breathing 
years of the most intense rock-n-roll ever 
unleashed upon mankind that the old 68 year 
old Motown guitar slammer can still pull it off.
 I thank God every day.
 Must be the clean and sober life fueled 
by the Great Spirit of the Wild and all those 
backstraps. Damn straight!
 As I keep pushing headstrong into 
the winds of time, I remain humbled yet 
extremely motivated knowing that millions of 

people actually care what I have to say.
 As I hammer away at this, my pre-hunt 
morning facebook post reached more than 12 
million people worldwide, and the responses 
can only be described as phenomenal.
 There is only one thing for dangerous 
than a coiled rattlesnake within striking 
distance; Ted Nugent with more confidence.
 As we wrapup a diabolical eight year plus 
run of putrid anti-American politics that test 
the minds of educated people everywhere, 
it is reassuring and fortifying witnessing the 
worldwide celebration of self-evident truth, 
logic, honesty and commonsense that gushes 
forth on my website and facebook by the hour.
 And we are talking a united celebration 
by the greatest people in the world- hero 
warriors of the US Military and their families, 
law enforcement heroes and their families, 
and just good old working hard, playing hard 
American families that continue to make 
sacrifices and take risks, working harder than 
ever to remain in the asset column for their 
loved ones, communities, country, fellow man 
and the good earth.
 To each and every one of you out there 
that lives the good life and proudly stands 
in the asset column of life, I thank you and I 
salute you all.
 We are indeed Spirit BloodBrothers.
 This cherished human spiritual 
connection represents the ultimate positive 
in life. To know is to connect. To stand up 
against the evil forces of political correctness 
is to deeply connect.
 To defy the status quo together is to connect.

 And so as we buckle in to charge forth 
into the New Year 2017, let us continue 
to connect on all these self-evident truth, 
positive levels that manifested on November 
8, 2016.
 As many North American deer seasons, 
great fishing and trapping continues through 
the winter into 2017, let us as dedicated 
sporters increase our prayers for the wild 
things. Let us plunge deeper yet into the 
Spirit of the wild.
 Let us never forget that the precious life 
giving gifts of hard earned venison defines a 
purposeful life well lived.
 Let our New Year resolution be to connect 
deeper yet with good people everywhere. Let 
us increase our communication to fortify the 
American Dream against further erosion by 
power abusing political and media hacks.
 Let us project our proud hunting lifestyle 
more than ever everywhere we go.
 Let us push harder for a ten million NRA 
membership.
 Let us hammer like we’ve never hammered 
before to remind our elected employees that 
they work for us, and that the US Constitution 
and Bill of Rights will determine their loyalty, 
accountability and job security.

FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties
OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940
618-763-4217

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am

PEORIA FLAG 
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! 

Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators

920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com

 Let us increase our guidance for the 
youth of America to better understand the 
reality and joys of God’s tooth, fang and 
claw nature as the ultimate high and the 
gratification of the aim small miss small 
disciplines.
 Let us resolve to be better Americans 
and more demanding Americans than ever 
before in 2017.
 Let us as hunters resolve to be better, 
more deadly, more proficient and more 
reverential reasoning predators.
 The connection resolution is good for us.

TedNugent.com
facebook.com/

tednugent
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Life Like Quality Deer Mounts: $395 ($100 deposit)
Conventional Fish Mounts: $149 ($50 deposit)

111 S. MAIN STREET • CREVE COEUR, IL 61610

www.grovetaxidermy.com

ICE Jigs, HAND-Tied Jigs, 
Lead Heads, 

Plastics and more!

Prefer a catalog?

Call 217-224-6794

FREE Christmas Bonus 
with each order

CRAPPIELURES.COM

MORE OPPORTUNITIES. LET’S GO TURKEY 
HUNTING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.

SPRINGFIELD, IL – IDNR’s Illinois 
Recreational Access Program (IRAP), has 
added Adult turkey hunting to its growing list of 
activities on private land in Illinois. Adult turkey 
hunting for third and fourth season is available 
in Christian, Clark, Fayette, Greene, Macoupin, 
McDonough, Sangamon and Schuyler counties 
to any registered hunter. In addition, first-time 
Adult turkey hunters, an individual that hasn’t 
hunted turkey in the past 5 years, can apply for 
Brown and Fulton counties in addition to those 
counties listed above.
 Youth turkey hunters, under the age of 18, 
can apply to hunt on private property for youth 
turkey season and season 3 and 4 in at least 
35 counties across Illinois. And more good 
news… youth season is now expanded to two 
weekends, March 25th and 26th and April 1st 
and 2nd throughout the entire state.
 To apply for an IRAP spring turkey hunting 
site, the hunter must go to IRAP’s website 
and download an application and liability 
waiver, complete and sign and mail to IDNR. 
Deadlines for applications are February 23rd 
for youth season and March 10th for seasons 

3 and 4. In order to apply for seasons three 
and four, the applicant must first apply for a 
turkey permit through IDNR’s lottery system. 
Next lottery deadline is January 11th.
 “The Illinois Recreational Access 
Program is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
partner with private landowners to provide 
for much-needed access for hunting and 
other outdoor activities,” said IDNR Director 
Wayne Rosenthal. “Landowners allow 
public access to their property in exchange 
for a minimal lease payment and a habitat 
management plan, but just as important, 
the landowner also receives assistance with 
habitat restoration of their property. It is an 
ideal public/private partnership that delivers 
positive results for everyone.”
 Applicants applying for IRAP Turkey 
Hunting sites will need to download an 
application at: https://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/conservation/IRAP/Pages/First-time-
Adult-turkey-hunting-.aspx and download 
an application and liability waiver. All 
applications must be returned to IDNR 30days 
prior to hunting season. Successful applicants 

will be notified by mail where their hunting site 
is located, be given a map, and an IRAP site 
permit allowing them to hunt on their assigned 
turkey hunting site. For youth season, hunters 
will also need to purchase an over-the-counter 
IDNR youth turkey permit after they have 
received their IRAP site permit packet.
 Youth and adult hunters applying for an 
IRAP site for spring turkey seasons 3 or 4 will 
need to apply online for an IDNR turkey permit 
as soon as possible. The application deadline 
for the next lottery drawing for an IDNR 
spring turkey permit is January 11. Successful 
applicants receiving his or her turkey tag for 
their choice county in season 3 or 4 will then 
need to send in an IRAP turkey application. 
Sites for seasons 3 and 4 are awarded on a 
first-come, first-served basis.
 Turkey hunting on IRAP leased property is 
available during three spring turkey seasons:

Youth Season: 
March 25-26 (statewide) 

April 1-2 (statewide)
Third Season: 

April 14-19 (south zone) 
April 21-26 (north zone)

Fourth Season: 
April 20-26 (south zone) 

April 27-May 3 (north zone)

 To apply for your turkey permit 
through the IDNR lottery, visit https://www.
dnr.il l inois.gov/hunting/turkey/Pages/
TurkeySeasonsDeadlinesAvailablePermits.aspx
 The IRAP program is funded through 
a grant from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. To date, IRAP has leased nearly 
16,000 acres in 38 counties to provide for 
various public access opportunities, such as:
•  Spring youth turkey hunting for youth 

season and seasons three and four
•  First-time adult turkey hunting for seasons 

three and four
• Pond and riverbank fishing
• Boat access on public waterways
• Hiking, birding and outdoor photography
• Archery deer hunting
• Small game hunting
• Waterfowl hunting

 For more information, visit: http://www.
dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/IRAP/Pages/
default.aspx or contact Tammy Miller at 217-
524-1266 or e-mail Tammy.Miller@illinois.gov.

Youth Hunters Apply by February23th for Youth Season. Adult and Youth Hunters 
Apply by March 10th for Seasons 3 and 4.
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Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers

OPEN: 
Mon. – Sat.

5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

 309-329-2929  Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 

BOTH AUTOS 
AND GUNS 

NEED SOUND 
SUPPRESSORS

by Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

 The need for sound suppression in 
many applications is obvious and not 
so much so in others. The subject of 
suppressors or “silencers” on firearms is 
quite controversial in some circles and very 
accepted in others. The need for the same 
type of technology on our automobiles is 
quite acceptable by almost everyone. 
 I live across the road from the police 
pistol range and hear the firing day and 
night. To me this is not a problem since I 
also a have a rifle range and make some 
noise myself. I also live within hearing 
distance of the railroad and I simply “tune 
out” both of these sounds. They might be 
very objectionable to some folks however. 
I do hope that the officers that so fire many 

rounds at their range are using some 
hearing protection or their hearing may be 
permanently damaged. 
 It’s the close proximity to these 
sounds that is the problem. The guys who 
spend hours shooting trap, skeet, and 
sporting clays must use hearing protection 
or suffer the consequences. The same is 
true for construction and factory workers 
who are exposed to very loud sounds. 
Most of these sounds are not suppressible 
but the sounds of the automobiles and 
firearms are controllable with some 
modern technology.
 Sometimes we use the word silencer 
when thinking about firearms and muffler 
on autos. The word “silencer” became 

popular many years ago when movies 
showed the “bad guys” using handguns 
that made no noise when discharged. 
In actual practice, the sound levels from 
a discharged handgun or rifle is reduced 
when it is equipped with a “suppressor”, 
it certainly isn’t noiseless. Silencers 
or suppressors have been around for 
ages. Hiram Maxim was credited with 
the building of the first commercially 
available silencer in 1902 and his work 
led to the manufacturing of the mufflers 
(silencers) on automobiles. The mufflers 
on automobiles in English countries are 
still sometimes called silencers. Theodore 
Roosevelt was known to buy and use 
Maxim Silencers. 
 These products have come back 
into popularity recently because of the 
need the reduce the noise created by 
pistol and rifle ranges that operate close 
to residential neighborhoods as well as 
their use in some hunting situations. The 

surge in personal defense training and 
practice has increased this need to control 
noise level or frequency to a large extent 
nationwide. Unfortunately, the concept of 
the “bad guys” owning the silencers or 
suppressors still remains in the forefront 
of the minds of the general population. 
We watched too many of those old 
movies where the bad guys had “tommy 
guns” with silencers that made no noise 
whereas Eliot Ness and Joe Friday had 
only their trusty sidearms.
 Looking at the practical side of 
suppressor use, I have explored many 
manufacturers claims, concepts, and 
pricing structures. My initial resulting 
feeling is that most of us will never spend 
the time and considerable expense even 
if they were approved in most US states. 
The next reality that struck me was just 
how ugly they would make my favorite 
firearm. That big can stuck on the end of 
the barrel is ugly no matter how much you 

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER

AND IN THE WOODS

BARNS N BOARDS
Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS  

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose 
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock! 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583
www.HicksforGuns.com
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2009 Chevy Silverado 4x4, Ext. Cab, 5.3 Vortec, 86,000 Miles ......................................$19,999
(Cocoa not included)

2014 Ford Escape, 4x4, All Power, 72,000 Miles .............................................................$14,999
2011 Dodge Ram, 4x4, Quad Cab, V8, Red, 69,000 Miles ................................................$18,999
2010 Toyota Tacoma SR5, Access Cab, 4cyl, Auto, 105,000 .........................................$12,999
2007 Chevy Silverado 4x4, Ext. Cab, 5.3 Vortec, 74,000 Miles ......................................$18,500

S e e  w w w . M c C o r m i c k A u t o P l a c e . c o m
f o r  m o r e  p h o t o s  a n d  v e h i c l e  d e t a i l s !

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL
(309) 697-4723

Busch and Busch Light 30 Pack Cans $15.99

secondary shots would probably not have 
been possible without the suppressors.
 The next point from the information 
that I get from “experts” is that while the 
actual accuracy of the firearm may not 
be adversely affected, the poa/poi will 
be. This is the (poa) point of aim relative 
to the (poi) point of impact. In other 
words, if you sight in your gun with the 
suppressor installed, it’s point of impact 
will be different if you remove it. If your 
gun is sighted in without the suppressor, 
it will not impact the same spot when the 
suppressor is installed. 
 Probably the biggest negative for 
most of us is the cost of all this for our 
limited use or need. Most sources showed 
several hundred dollars will be invested in 
the product plus the installation and only a 
few renowned gunsmiths seemed to feel 
comfortable making those installations. 
Most gunsmiths favored the threaded barrel 
installation rather than the “quick-connect” 
installation methods. Many firearms do 
not lend themselves well to this type of 
installation since the barrels are either not 
available or are not properly sized or shaped. 
 In conclusion, while I may never resort 

“glamorize” it with advertising. Besides 
it gets very hot, hot enough to blister 
fingers, and also affects the effectiveness 
of the firearm. (not accuracy) Also this big 
bulge on the end of the barrel makes the 
sights ineffective on many models making 
scopes necessary.
 There are a lot of claims of just how 
much the suppressor reduces the sound 
of firing the round. This is the sound right 
at the firearm. Even if that initial sound 
is reduced considerably, more is to be 
considered. If you’re firing normal, modern, 
supersonic, ammunition you’re still going 
to get the “crack” of the bullet downrange 
of the gun. This is the bullet breaking the 
sound barrier. The only way around this 
is to use sub-sonic ammunition. This may 
be satisfactory for use at the range, but 
is rarely thought to be of proper use for 
effective hunting. In a hunting application 
where second shots at multiple targets 
might be possible, the remaining (hogs or 
coyotes) may not know the exact source 
of the noise but they still know they are 
being fired upon! I have seen cases where 
multiple hogs and coyotes were eradicated 
using suppressed arms, however. These 

to the use of a silencer or suppressor, I 
still have serious doubts that I need some 
federal or state official telling me whether 
or not I should be allowed to do so! Most 
of these decisions are made by some 
politician who is highly uneducated on 
the subject. They are swayed by special 
interest groups who tell him his political 
prowess will be greatly affected if he 
doesn’t bow to their pressures. 
 My concern is not whether we need 
to own a suppressor, but rather how 
much power the government should have 
in these matters. If we truly support our 
2nd amendment right to bear arms, this 
may just be another place for the “gun-
grabbers” to gain some ground in public 
opinion. We must support organizations 
such as the NRA, the ISRA, Guns Save Life, 
and Safari Club efforts to protect our 2nd 
amendment rights as well as our hunting 
rights and availabilities of land to hunt.  

It’s Faith, Fellowship, and Firing

Bill Gibbons with a nice 14 inch 
crappie caught the day after 

Christmas. Nice way to end the year. 
Thanks to Trevor owner of Big Reds 

Bait and Tackle for the photos. 
2193 Stevenson Dr. Springfield, IL 

62703 217-679-1800
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 DEEP WATER BASS STRATEGIES
Tremendous Fishing Awaits Anglers in the Depths

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com
 Most black bass fishing today is done in 
fairly shallow water. There exists, however, 
another realm in the world of bass fishing, a 
place where few anglers visit on a routine 
basis, but a zone that can harbor not only 
numbers of these fish but some true beasts 
as well, and this magical place is deep water. 
On virtually all bodies of water, at least 
some percentage of the bass population will 
use deep water for at least a few months of 
the year. On some bodies of water though, 
the majority of bass will utilize deep water 
areas for most of the year. Regardless of 
which bodies of water we choose to pursue 
our favorite quarry on, to be consistently 
successful throughout the year, we must 
familiarize ourselves with the tactics used 
to haul bass from the depths. 

*Waters & Seasons
 Clear waters, or clearer water sections 
of stained lakes and reservoirs, are the 
locations where deep bassin’ tactics are at 
their finest. Usually the clearer the water, 
the more bass will utilize deep water for 
long periods. Depth provides security, and 
clear water fish tend to be spookier than 
their dirty water counterparts. Clear water 
bass may use deep water the majority of the 
year. Smallmouth and spotted bass tend to 
hang deeper than largemouth do, but truly 
deep water can harbor some of the biggest 
bucketmouths in the lake. 
 Bass in all waters can use deep water 
throughout the year, but the dirtier lakes, 
those with a moderate to heavy stain, will 
hold a larger population of shallow bass. 
Exceptions to this have a lot to do with the 
time of year and water temperature. Summer 
and winter are the best times of the year for 
a deep bass hunt. Extremes in temperature 
move the fish to deep structure and even 
cause bass to suspend. When temperatures 
surpass eighty degrees, or drop below fifty, 
it’s time to expect to find a good deep water 
bass bite on any lake, just remember that 

the clearer the water, the deeper most bass 
will hold throughout the year and the sooner 
they’ll move to extremely deep water. 
 The term deep can vary from lake to 
lake. On slightly stained water lakes with 
clear sections and a maximum depth of just 
over seventy feet or so, such as Kinkaid 
Lake in Illinois, deep is anything over about 
fifteen feet. Large swamps and back water 
bayous throughout the south, and a great 
many farm ponds and small lakes that 
speckle the Midwestern portion of the 
country have a maximum depth of fifteen to 
twenty feet or less, and so the eight to ten 
foot depth zones or even shallower can be 
considered deep water. 
 On a clear reservoir such as Missouri’s 
Table Rock Lake where the depths drop to 
around two hundred feet, it takes at least 
thirty to forty feet of water or more to be 
considered deep. In the eastern basin of Lake 
Erie near Buffalo, New York, twenty feet of 
water or more is thought of by many as deep 
water, while deep water bass fishing takes 
place on Wisconsin’s Chippewa Flowage in 
water over fifteen feet. 

*Location:
 Most of the time, bass in deep water 
relate to structure. Points, humps and holes, 
creek and river channels, vertical bluff walls 
and steeper sloping break lines will all hold 
bass. The best structures have cover on 
them. Timber, stumps, brush piles, boulders 
and chunk rock 
or shelf rock 
provide great 
cover for these 
predators and 
their prey as 
well. Natural 
lakes in the 
north and 
a growing 
number of 
m a n m a d e 



FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537

www.ZippelBay.com
6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586
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3 Night Cabin / 2 Day CHARTER
Starting at $390/person • Deluxe Cabin $460/person

Week cabin 
Starting at $840 • Deluxe Cabin $1740

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

H&H Fish & Seafood
CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN

Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
Scored Carp w/ Sun Fish, Flathead,

Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded 

Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle, 
Chicken Wings, Gizzards, State 

Fair Corn Dogs, HM Tenderloins & More 309-543-0062

Winter Hours
Tues – Sat 11:00am – 6:00pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL 
(across from McDonald’s)

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!

waters throughout the Midwest have 
native or non native aquatic vegetation 
that can grow in surprisingly deep water. 
These weeds and grasses make perfect 
ambush locations where predator fish can 
lie in wait for their unsuspecting prey. Some 
bass will also school up and suspend in the 
water column over deep water, where they 
commonly hunt schools of pelagic baitfish 
such as shad. 
 Maps and electronics will greatly aid in 
the search for deep water bass. Maps can 
get you into the right areas by showing the 
available structures to target. Once on the 
structure, a sonar unit will help to pick out 
the spot on the spot, or a unique feature 
or features on the structure that will likely 
hold the most fish, and GPS gets you back 
there quickly on the return. Sonar is also 
great for locating those schools of cruising 
bait and bass in open water. Deep water is 
a frontier that all anglers can benefit greatly 
from venturing into, and it’s a great place to 
target big bass during much of the year.

*Presentation Styles:
 A variety of presentations work in a 
various depths, but deep water bass fishing 
usually involves slow retrieve speeds. Most 
lure options for deep water actually require 
a slow or moderate retrieve to keep the 
offering in the strike zone. If sinking lures 
are worked too fast, they won’t stay down. 

COLBY SIMMS is a multiple bass & muskie tournament champ and multiple circuit 
championship title holder, record holding guide, public speaker, award winning 

international writer and network TV & radio personality, and Owner of Colby Simms 
Outdoors LLC, offering tackle, professional promotions, media services, seminars 

& public appearances, and guided trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, 
Mexico & Costa Rica at: www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-

5948 or colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors .

With floating/diving styles, a retrieve that’s 
too fast often causes them to veer off to the 
side and they won’t attain the maximum 
diving depth. It is true that speed can be 
a powerful trigger that we lose when 
targeting deep bass, but moderate and 
slow presentations can be effective too. 
Many times, the neutral or negative mood 
of a fish will cause it to respond better to 
a slower approach, but even active and 
aggressive bass can be tempted with a 
slow presentation, especially when it is 
a large one. Long bill crank baits, heavy 
spinner baits, big jigs, and heavy spoons or 
weighted plastics are all effective.

*The Size Factor:
 Lure size plays into the factor of deep 
water bass fishing in a major way. The fact 
that we have to get our offering into the 
strike zone of bass that may be positioned far 
beneath the water surface naturally means 
that we must often use heavily weighted 
lures to do so. Heavily weighted lures get 
us down to the fish without wasting a lot 
of time, and allows us to stay there and 
maintain contact with the bottom, which 
can be a critical aspect of the system. Even 
when choosing lures in the floating/diving 
spectrum, the deeper running lures are also 
the largest lures. 
 While there are times, when employing 
downsized presentations is the most effective 

way to proceed, often times, 
big presentations, even far 
oversized presentations are 
just as good a choice, if not 
better. There goes a theory 
that big baits catch big fish 
and this is certainly true at 
least for a good portion of 
the time. Bigger bass feed 
less often that smaller bass 
do, and therefore when they 
do want to eat, they usually 
want a substantial meal. 
What this all boils down to 
is more weight gain with 
less energy spent. This might not be the best 
advice in our world, but it certainly makes 
perfect sense if you are a bass.

*Get Out There
 God’s great outdoors, and the 
magnificent creatures He’s created for us to 
share this world with, like the bass, await us 

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

in the wild. It’s a place where we can literally 
restore our very souls, from the stress and 
problems of this overly civilized and overly 
complicated world today. Let the real world, 
the natural world, give you back what’s stolen 
away in your day to day, and don’t forget to 
take advantage of a little deep water bass 
fishing when you Get Out There…



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!
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  If ever there was a more upsetting 
period of time for Bass fishermen than 
the dreaded “Dead Of Winter,” I can’t 
imagine what it would be. Football is 
nearly over with, all the lakes are frozen 
over, the landscape looks like a winter 
portrait with snow drifts as far as the eye 
can see, and the Bass boat is stored away 
for the winter. Rather than dwelling on 
the depressing thought of no open water 
to cast in, or looking out the window 
upset at the inclement weather, use this 
time to take a new approach and use the 
opportunity to prepare for Spring!
  Starts by doing the following… 
remove all of your lures from their 
various nooks and crannies in the tackle 
boxes and bags, as well as the hidden 
compartments of your boat. Conduct an 
inventory of which ones require replacing, 
and which only require new hooks, split 
rings or swivels, etc. Look at your favorite 
lures with an honest glance… maybe old 
“green eyes” is beginning to show too 
many signs of age and use. True he has 
caught many a fish over the years, but 
maybe, just maybe his time has come for 
either a new paintjob, or even retirement 
altogether.  Remember, we’re looking for 
the honest answer! On the lures that don’t 
require new hooks or other components, 
check for cracks, chips, tightness or 
other rough spots on the diving lips that 
may affect your line, or the way the lure 
performs. 
  Once you have everything laid out 
before you, you have now embarked upon 
a project that can very well take all winter 
to complete and will easily occupy you 
until Spring! Review the inventory you 
have taken and you may be surprised 
just how many lures require attention 
in the way of hooks, either sharpened 
or replaced, and/or other hardware that 

Vehicles shown with upgraded accessories. 
Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older.  For your safety, always wear a 
helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in 
the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887. You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764.  ©2016 Polaris 
Industries Inc.

RANGER 900 FAMILY
RANGER® LINEUP: NEW! PROSTAR® PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

NEW! GRAPHICS & COLOR SCHEMES
PRO-FIT CAB INTEGRATION ADVANTAGE

SPORTSMAN® & 
SPORTSMAN ACE® LINEUP: 

NEW! PROSTAR® 
PERFORMANCE 

UPGRADES

SUPERIOR RIDE & 
HANDLING

LOCK & RIDE ACCESSORY 
ADVANTAGE

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

needs some serious attention. Now is 
the time to find this out, not next fishing 
season out on the water with no repair 
parts or replacement lures within reach! 
Next wipe out all the boxes and bags, 
taking note as to which are beyond their 
life expectancy and replace them. The 
favorite box that has the tricky latch that 
could unexpectantly pop open and spill 
all your favorite lures into the lake over 
the side of your boat, even though it has 
been with you for years… it’s time has 
come for replacing! Think of how bad it 
would be to lose any gear because of a 
faulty tackle box or bag, when the local 
tackle shop has that neat new one you 
have been eyeballing on sale this winter! 
Replace it now; you’ll be glad you did!
    Ok, now that the lures have all been 
repaired, replaced or re-hooked… put it 
all back in some semblance of order in 
your new tackle box or bag. For example, 
organize all the hooks, and sinkers in 
a new Plano box. Separate all of the 
“Floaters” from the “Sinkers” from the 
“Suspending” lures and place them in 
appropriate boxes. Go the extra mile and 
take a sharpie and mark the fronts of all 
the drawers or the edges of all the boxes 
with what is located within. I even use 

WINTERTIME: USE IT TO PREPARE 
FOR SPRING FISHING!

By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits

(309) 694-1774

an engraving tool to mark the depth on 
the lips of all my lures, especially those 
that are questionable to the naked, un-
informed eye! Now take a break and 
don’t try to do it all in one day… you have 
plenty of time till next spring. Watch a few 
videos or TV shows to tide you over until 
the next go-round. 
   After some time has passed, and you 
have returned to the task at hand again 
motivated and enthused, now is the 
time to focus on your Rods and Reels. 
Break down all your rods and remove the 
reels. Get them ready for some serious 
examination as to condition. Start at the 
tip and check each eyelet for any chips, 
cracks or separation from the rod. Also look 
over the reel seats with a critical eye. Set 
the rod aside if there is damage and then 

decide if it just needs repair or replacing. 
Do this with each rod. When this task is 
completed, you may have several rods 
needing attention from your local tackle 
shop’s service dept… or if you are so 
inclined, do the repairs yourself. There are 
numerous instructional videos on YouTube 
that will aide you in this endeavor. Now 
take each reel and strip the line off… 
I know you just put that line on a few 
months ago, but isn’t it worth a few extra 
bucks for new line when your chances of 
that wall hanger hitting your lure during 
that magical time come spring when the 
“Big Girls” are more easily caught and 
you successfully landing her depends of 
some old worn out line? Replace the line 
on your reels using the info on the side of 
each reel as a guide. Use the proper size 
line and don’t over or under fill the spool. 
Lack of, or improper line replacement is 
the number 2 most common reason for a 
trophy fish being lost, right behind number 
1… Old Worn Out Line! 
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Call Southernmost Illinois 
Tourism Bureau for a guide to 

outdoor adventures: 800-248-4373
www.southernmostillinois.com

  Now you are ready to clean and lube 
each reel. This can be done by you if you 
feel comfortable taking on the task. Again 
viewing You Tube can be of invaluable 
service, or it can be completed by a trained 
serviceman at your local tackle shop for a 
nominal fee. Either way, it is imperative 
you service your reels at the very least 
yearly!  I clean and lube my reels monthly, 
and have never had a failure to perform 
as required yet! Your boat and motor care 
is best left to the professionals, but the 
rod, reel and tackle repair and servicing 
can get you through the winter and ready 
to hit the water in the Spring more than 

ready and able to take on another season 
of casting after your favorite game fish, 
with the knowledge that your tackle is 
ready and able to take on the job! 
  And if you are in need of replacing 
some of those spinnerbaits for next year, 
get a hold of me and stock some new 
raptor premium Spinnerbaits in your 
arsenal, you won’t be sorry. Or stop into 
Rt 24 gun and pawn and see the selection 
Brandon has of our lures in person. Until 
next month, good luck with all the work 
ahead and maybe we’ll see you at the 
Tinley Park Fishing Show or Elmwood All 
Outdoors Show at our booth!

KANSAS TURKEYS
Hunt Rio & Eastern Turkey in NE Kansas 
on 2,000 Acres of Private Ground

100% OPPORTUNITY FOR 2 BIRD LIMIT!
3-DAY / 4 NIGHT PACKAGE: $1,000

TAG OUT EARLY & HUNT COYOTES!

CALL ROD: (785) 456-4344

Minnesota 
Artist Wins 
2016 Duck 
Stamp Contest
 A stunning trio of Canada geese 
in flight by Chaska, Minnesota, artist 
James Hautman will grace the 2017-
2018 Duck Stamp.
 Hautman’s acrylic painting was 
selected by a five-judge panel at the 2016 
Federal Duck Stamp Art Contest, held 
Saturday in Philadelphia. It won the contest 
from 152 entries, with eligible species 
including Canada geese, brant, northern 
shovelers, red-breasted mergansers and 
Steller’s eiders.
 The Hautman brothers have won an 
incredible 12 of the past 25 Duck Stamp 
competitions. James Hautman is now tied 
with his brother, Joseph — whose tundra 
swans won last year’s contest — at five 
wins apiece. Robert Hautman has two 
Duck Stamp victories, and his acrylic pair 
of Canada geese took third this year.
 Second place went to Rebekah Knight 
of Appleton City, Missouri, for her acrylic 
painting of a single brant. Knight won the 
2006-2007 National Junior Duck Stamp 
Contest with a redhead.
 Ninety-eight cents of every dollar 
spent on Duck Stamps — which are 
required to hunt migratory birds in the 
United States — directly supports 
conservation efforts. Since 1934, Duck 
Stamp sales have generated more than 

$850 million and conserved 5.7 million 
acres of waterfowl habitat.
 A Duck Stamp featuring this year’s 
winning artwork will be available in 
June 2017 at national wildlife refuges, 
sporting goods retailers, U.S. post offices 
or online at http://www.fws.gov/birds/
get-involved/duck-stamp/buy-duck-
stamp.php.
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P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com
www.EagleNestResort.com

1-877-EAGLE-01 • 1-731-538-2143

NO LIMIT ON CATFISH OR BLUEGILL!

FISHING SPECIAL
ANYTIME UP TO MARCH 23 & AFTER MAY 20, 2017   

ANY 4 DAYS & NIGHTS ONLY $269*

PRIME TIME FISHING PACKAGES
MARCH 23 – MAY 20, 2017 3 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS.)

OR
4 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING SUN.) KITCHEN $329* • NO KIT. $289*

7 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS. OR SUN.) $629*
*Prices Per Person, Plus Tax & Subject to change.Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed. 

$75 non-refundable deposit per person required.All packages include: Lodging, Boat, Motor, 
Bait, Gas & Ice! Complimentary Cookouts Twice Weekly During Prime Season!

Year-Round Fishing Special $269

EAGLE WATCHING PACKAGES
$149 / 2 PEOPLE
GOOD THROUGH FEBRUARY 2017
Call now to arrange your tour! 
Private 2 hour Eagle Tours Available.
Good for 2 people with 2 nights lodging included. Deposit required. 
Guided Eagle Watching Tours not included. Tax additional.

Looking for a private lodge/home that accommodates from 2-16 
people, perfect for Reunions, groups of Hunters, Fishermen or Nature 

Watchers!Great breathtaking view right on water’s edge of Reelfoot 
Lake!Check out this beautiful house, and make your reservations today!



Quality Tackle • Fishing Permits • Live Bait • Ammo • Reloading
Hunting Permits • JOY Dog Food
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OPEN:
Mon.-Sat.

at 7aM

208 N. Lincoln Dr. • Troy, MO 63379

(636) 528-4060

BUZZY’S TACKLE

Cassens Bait & Sporting
Live Bait Wholesale & Retail

Call for Night Crawlers & Minnows
Open Year Round!

Sporting Goods • Archery • Fishing Supplies
Fishing & Hunting Licenses

NEW ADDRESS: 1446 W. Main St., Grafton, IL  

(618) 786-3614
Archery 

Range 
Now Open!!!

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – 2016 was a year 
of change for the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) with the addition of 
a new director, additional lands open for 
public use, renovations to facilities, state 
fishing records, and more.

WELCOME ADDITIONS
 In September, the Conservation 
Commission selected Sara Parker Pauley as 
the new director of MDC. Pauley started on 
Nov. 1. Prior to becoming the Department’s 
ninth director and first female to hold the 
position, Pauley served as the director of the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
since 2010. She replaced Bob Ziehmer, who 
left the Department in July to pursue a 
career in the private sector.
 MDC added 10 new conservation 
agents in October from its 2016 agent 
trainee class. The new agents join the 
180 existing MDC agents in serving and 
protecting Missouri’s fish, forests, and 
wildlife resources.
 MDC added Blue Spring Branch 
Conservation Area in Perry County to the 
more than 1,000 conservation areas around 
the state.
 MDC added new exhibits at Burr Oak 
Woods Conservation Nature Center in Blue 
Springs and Runge Conservation Nature 
Center in Jefferson City.

MDC NOTABLE NEWS FROM 2016
By Joe Jerek

 Hunting and fishing permits got a 
new look in 2016 when more than 700 
vendors around the state started using new 
computer-based technology to sell permits. 
Hunters and anglers also got new and 
improved hand-held technology through 
the Department’s increasingly popular MO 
Hunting and MO Fishing free mobile apps, 
including being able to buy permits right 
from their mobile devices.
 The award-winning Missouri 
Conservationist magazine went high-
tech through MDC’s new MO CON MAG 
free appfor mobile devices and an online 
“flipbook” format.
 In May, MDC broke ground on its new 
August A. Busch Memorial Shooting Range 
and Education Center in St. Charles.
 MDC expanded its winter trout fishing 
program by adding two new lakes for a total 
of 32. The lakes are Krug Park Lagoon in St. 
Joseph and Legion Lake #1 in Perry County.
 MDC and participating landowners 
added more than 6,300 acres of private 
land around the state for public hunting, 
fishing, and wildlife viewing through 
the Department’s new Missouri Outdoor 
Recreational Access Program (MRAP).

CONSERVATION CONGRATULATIONS
 The Missouri Stream Team 
Program received the Excellence in 

In September, the Conservation 
Commission selected Sara Parker 
Pauley as the Department’s ninth 

director and first female to hold the 
position. Pauley started on Nov. 1

Conservation Award from the Midwest 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
for its work through more than 5,300 
Stream Teams with nearly 90,000 volunteers 
statewide.
 East Elementary in Waynesville, 
Hermann Middle School, and Cross Keys 
Middle School in Florissant were the 
winners of the 2016 “Yes You CAN Make 
Missouri Litter Free” trashcan-decorating 
contest sponsored by MDC and the Missouri 
Department of Transportation.
Hurley Elementary School First Grade, 
Matthew Cook of Lincoln R2 Elementary, 
Amaya Marion of St. James the Greater, 
and Oakville High School were winners of 
the MDC 2016 Discover Nature Schools 
Science Fair.
 Bates County Conservation Agent 
Don Tiller received a House Resolution 
from Representative Patricia Pike for 
being Missouri’s 2016 Outstanding 
Conservation Agent.
 Volunteer Hunter Education 
Instructors Jim and Peggy Ragland of 
Florissant received the Volunteer Hunter 
Education Hall of Fame Award for their life-
long efforts in supporting hunter education.
 MDC named Dale and Julie Garner of 

Springfield co-recipients of its annual Hunter 
Education Volunteer Instructor of the Year 
award. Bob Mallery of Wright City was 
named Missouri State Bow Hunter Education 
Instructor of the Year. David Cantoni of 
O’Fallon received the Missouri State Hunter 
Education Instructor of the Year award.
 FlipKey, a company operated by 
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Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:

 BATTERIES FOR:
Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone, 

Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack 
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.  

We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!

When you think batteries…............THINK

DEEP
CYCLE

TripAdvisor, named Columbia, Missouri, as 
one of the top six cities in the country to visit 
and listed Runge Nature Center in Jefferson 
City as a top area attraction. 
 Laclede County Conservation Agent 
Jarad Milligan received the National Wild 
Turkey Federation’s Missouri Wildlife Officer 
of the Year award.
 Powder Valley Conservation Nature 
Center in Kirkwood celebrated 25 years of 
serving nature and you.

POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS
 MDC joined more than 30 other 
agencies and organizations to develop 
a collaborative monarch and pollinator 
conservation plan called Missourians for 
Monarchs. The plan is being used as a 
national model for other states and has a 
goal of creating 19,000 acres of pollinator 
habitat per year in Missouri.
 MDC expanded its Rod and Reel Loaner 
Program to 86 locations throughout the 
state, such as public libraries, city and county 
parks and recreation departments, marinas, 
MDC regional offices and nature centers, 
and state parks. The program provides free 
fishing equipment for loan.
 MDC and the Missouri Bird 
Conservation Foundation launched 
the Great Missouri Birding Trail website 
at greatmissouribirdingtrail.com to encourage 
birdwatching and provide birder resources.
 MDC and the United States Department 
of Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service offered $925,000 to 
private landowners for wetland improvements 
in Missouri. This funding marks the first year 
in an anticipated three-year project that will 
provide more than $2.7 million directly to 
Missouri private landowners for conservation.

FISHING FEATS
 Conservation makes Missouri a great place 
to fish, especially for 14 folks who caught state-
record fish in 2016. Congratulations to these 
recent record holders!
 Shane Doherty of Fort Scott, 
Kansas, caught a 2-pound-2-ounce gizzard 
shad measuring 19 and 13/16 inches by pole 
and line at a private strip pit in Vernon County.
 Brent Newton of Holts Summit hooked 
a record 2-pound-17-¼-inch goldeye on the 
Osage River using a rod and reel.
 David Burle of Bloomsdale shot a 
59-pound-8-ounce black buffalo caught 
with archery equipment on Duck Creek 
Conservation Area - Pool 1.
 Travis Cardona of Hillsboro topped 
Burle’s record by shooting a 74-pound black 
buffalo on a lake at Duck Creek Conservation 
Area using a bow and arrow.
Steve Wengler of St. Louis hooked a 

2-pound-5-ounce skipjack herring on the 
Mississippi River using a rod and reel.
 James Lucas of O’Fallon snagged a 
1-pound-10-ounce skipjack herring with a 
length of 16 1/2 inches on the Mississippi 
River. James Lucas also set a state record by 
catching an 8-pound-6-ounce hybrid striped 
bass with a length of 24 3/4 inches and a 
girth of 18 1/2 inches on the Mississippi 
River with a throwline.
 Mark McArtor of Camdenton topped 
Lucas’ record by catching a 9-pound-1-ounce 
hybrid striped bass with a length of 27 inches 
on the Lake of the Ozarks with a jug line.
 Dan Schmitz of Jefferson City hooked a 
9-pound-13-ounce river redhorse on Tavern 
Creek using a rod and reel.
 James Wright of Cape Fair hooked a 
3-pound-4-ounce white bass with a length of 
18 3/4 inches on Table Rock Lake on a trotline.
 Joshua Cole of Reeds Spring shot a 
30-pound-15-ounce freshwater drum that was 
33 inches long and had a girth of 30 inches on 
Table Rock Lake using a bow and arrow.
 Jason Reynolds of Warsaw hooked a 
2-pound-11-ounce spotted bass with a length 
of 17 1/2 inches on Truman Lake on a jug line.
 Jonathon Randall of Conception 
Junction shot an 11-pound-2-ounce river 
carpsucker with a length of 25 1/2 inches 
and a girth of 20 1/2 inches with his bow and 
arrow on Smithville Lake.
 Colby Conn of Everton hooked a 1-pound-
5-ounce white crappie with a length of 14 
5/16 inches on Stockton Lake on a trotline.
 Austin Campbell of Harrisonville hooked 
a 2-pound-1-ounce white crappie with a 
length of 15 1/2 inches in a Cass County 
irrigation pond on a trotline.

FORESTRY FEATS
 MDC recognized Steve Lovell of Iron 
County as Missouri’s 2016 Tree Farmer of the 
Year for his outstanding efforts in managing 
the forest resources on his property.
 MDC awarded more than $411,000 
to 41 Missouri communities this year 
through its Tree Resource Improvement 
and Maintenance (TRIM) grant program. 
TRIM grants provide cost-share funding for 
government agencies, public schools, and 
nonprofit groups to manage, improve, or 
conserve trees on public lands.
 Tom Martin of Birch Tree was named 
Missouri’s 2016 State Logger of the Year for 
his quality work on private, state, and 
federal-land timber sales across the Ozarks.
 In cooperation with the U.S. Forest 
Service, the MDC awarded nearly $338,500 
in grants to 156 rural fire departments for 
the purchase of equipment to help fight 
wildfires. MDC’s federal excess property 
program provided 62 vehicles for conversion 

to response-ready vehicles and more than $3 
million in smaller equipment and supplies.
 2016 marked the 40th anniversary of 
Tree City USA and MDC honored the 88 
participating Missouri communitiesthrough 
a celebration at the Missouri Botanical 
Gardens in St. Louis.
MDC and the Missouri Community Forestry 
Council recognized Martha Clark of St. 
Joseph, Heartland Tree Alliance of Kansas 
City, and the City of Kirksville with Missouri 
Arbor Awards of Excellence for their 
significant and long-lasting efforts to care 
for the trees in their communities.

REGULATIONS
 New regulations that prohibit the 
hunting of feral hogs on areas owned 
and managed by MDC became effective 
at the end of September. Hog hunting by 
individuals hampers MDC efforts to trap and 
shoot groups of feral hogs on conservation 
areas. Department staff and partners killed 
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GOBBLERS KNOB
HUNTING PRESERVE

26471 E. State Hwy 9 • Canton, Illinois 61520
Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve is located 
4.5 miles east of Canton, Illinois on Route 9

BOOK HUNTS TODAY!
PHEASANT, QUAIL & CHUKAR

WE TRAIN & SELL QUALITY BIRD DOGS

DON DEUEL, PRESERVE OWNER/MANAGER
Please call or email your hunting needs to 
Don at Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve!

gobblersknob50@aol.com

(309) 647-3641

THE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHING

•  Choke & Mechanical 
Specialist

•  School Trained,         
20+ Years

• Best Recoil Pads

•  Improvement of Turkey, 
Match, Steel Shot 
Performance

• Stop Bruises

P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

636-282-4379
Interesting Articles & Detailed Work Listing at:

TheShotgunShop.net

Our Prices Won’t Be Beat On 2015 War Eagle Boat, Motor & Trailer Packages!!!

BACKWATERS MARINE
4136 Pontoon Rd. • Granite City, IL

sales@backwatersmarine.com

618-931-0919 • www.backwatersmarine.com

War Eagle 648 LDV with 25hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller: War Eagle 648 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate 
Floor, Navigation Lights, Bilge Pump, 25hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $9,600.00

War Eagle 860 with 50hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller:  
War Eagle 860 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation 
Lights, 50hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $14,695.00

War Eagle 754 with 40hp Evinrude E-TEC: War 
Eagle 754 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation 
Lights, 40hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . .$12,795.00*

WE DELIVER ALL OVER THE MIDWEST! WE WON’T BE 
UNDERSOLD . . . CALL US TODAY!

Custom, All-Aluminum Duck Boat Blinds & Flotation Pods!

OPEN: M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am - 5pm

Other Times By Appt.

HUNTERS HARVEST 10,602 DEER 
DURING MISSOURI ALTERNATIVE-
METHODS PORTION
By Lucas Bond

nearly 4,700 feral hogs in 2016.
 MDC changed regulations related to 
smallmouth bass and rock bass fishing to 
create a standard 15-inch minimum length 
limit for smallmouth bass and a daily limit 
of one for all Smallmouth Bass Special 
Management areas. The regulations also 
expand these areas on the Big Piney, Jacks 
Fork, Big, and Meramec rivers. The regulation 
changes also set a statewide length limit of 
seven inches for rock bass and removed the 
Osage Fork of the Gasconade River from the 
Rock Bass Special Management areas. The 
changes become effective on March 30.
 MDC initiated mandatory sampling of 
deer harvested in 29 counties in northeast, 
central, and east central Missouri on opening 
weekend of the November firearms deer 
season to test them for chronic wasting disease.
 Learn more about these and other MDC 
happenings at mdc.mo.gov.

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Preliminary 
data from the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) shows that deer 
hunters in Missouri harvested 10,602 deer 
during the alternative-methods portion of 
the fall firearms season, which ran Dec. 
24- Jan. 3. Of the total harvest, 2,787 
were antlered bucks, 1,496 button bucks, 
and 6,319 does. Top harvest counties 
were Oregon with 262 deer harvested, 
Callaway with 199, and Pike with 195.

 The harvest total for last year’s 
alternative-methods portion was 11,078, 
consisting of 3,001 antlered bucks, 1,593 
button bucks, and 6,484 does.
 For 2016 harvest totals by county and 
season portion, visit the MDC website 
at http://on.mo.gov/2iFmvM2 under 
“Telecheck: Deer and Turkey Harvest 
Data.” For past season numbers, visit 
the same link under “Deer Harvest 
Summaries.”
 During the alternative methods-
portion of firearms deer season, hunters 
are allowed to use muzzle-loading 
firearms, center-fire pistols, air-powered 
guns, bows, crossbows, or atlatls.
 Deer hunting continues for this 
season with statewide archery hunting 
through Jan. 15. In December, the Missouri 
Conservation Commission approved 

recommendations for the 2017-2018 deer-
hunting season dates including:
•  Archery Deer: Sept 15 through Nov. 10 

and Nov. 22 through Jan. 15, 2018
•  Firearms Deer Early Youth Portion: Oct. 

28 and 29
•  Firearms Deer November Portion: Nov. 

11-21
•  Firearms Deer Late Youth Portion: Nov. 

24-26
•  Firearms Antlerless Portion: Dec. 1-3
•  Firearms Alternative Methods Portion: 

Dec. 23 through Jan. 2, 2018
 Buy Missouri hunting permits from 
numerous vendors around the state, online 
at mdc.mo.gov/buypermits, or through 
MDC’s free mobile apps, Mo Hunting 
and Mo Fishing, available for download 
through Google Play for Android devices 
or the App Store for Apple devices.
 Missouri offers some of the best deer 
hunting in the country, and deer hunting 
is an important part of many Missourians’ 
lives and family traditions. Deer hunting 
is also an important economic driver in 
Missouri and gives a $1 billion annual 
boost to the state and local economies. 
For more information on deer hunting in 
Missouri visit MDC’s website at http://
on.mo.gov/2hOHcpp. 



Trout Parks, like Maramec 
Spring Park, in St. James, give 
thousands of anglers each year 

the opportunity to trout fish
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TROUT FISHING OPPORTUNITIES 
ABOUND IN MISSOURI    
by Bill Cooper

 Trout fishing opportunities abound in 
Missouri. Trying some place new is rather 
easy for the average trout fisherman.
 Four trout parks, Maramec Spring 
Park, owned by the James Foundation, 
Montauk State Park, Bennett Spring 
State Park and Roaring River State Park 
all offer put and take trout fishing from 
March 1 util the end of October.
 Taneycomo Lake is famous for its 
trout fishery. Hundreds of thousands of 
trout are stocked annually in this river-
like lake. Fishermen come from all over 
the world to enjoy the fantastic fishing 
found there. 
 Not only can anglers  find large 
numbers of trout at Taneycomo, they can 
also expect to occasionally catch a trophy 
rainbow as well. And, brown trout grow 
to behemoth sizes in the food rich waters 
of Taneycomo Lake.
 Missouri also sports numerous rivers 
and streams which are stocked at intervals 
throughout the year. They are divided 
into Blue Ribbon, Red Ribbon and White 

Ribbon streams. Blue Ribbon streams are 
not stocked. Trout in those streams are 
wild, reproducing fish, which descended 
from stockings in the late 1800’s.
 Red Ribbon streams receive 
stocking, including brown trout, while 
White Ribbon streams receive stockings 
of rainbows at various times throughout 
the year.
 Metropolitan area lakes also are 
stocked throughout the winter months, 
providing thousands of city anglers with 
opportunities to trout fish.
 The public waters mentioned above 
give Missourians ample opportunities  to 
try their hand at trout fishing. However, 
there is a wide variety of private trout 
fishing opportunities available in 
Missouri as well. 
 I visited Westover Farms, southeast 
of Steelville, recently. A charming 
atmosphere welcomes anglers. 
Reconstructed log homes and German 
style stone buildings create an aura 
of elegance found in few trout fishing 
destinations. 
 Larry Pearcy, an accomplished fly 
fisherman from Rolla accompanied me 
to Westover. Pearcy had the honor of 

fishing while I photographed and videoed 
his experience. 
 A mile of cold, clear, spring fed water 
accompanied by well over a mile of Dry 
Creek waters, gives anglers a variety of 
opportunities to ply their skills against 
chunky rainbow trout found there. 
 Pearcy and I met at 7 a.m., hoping 
to get an early start. As we prepared our 
equipment for the morning, Westover 
manager Tom Schlueter stopped by to 
check on us.
 “Say, Bill, you guys should hop on the 
tail gate of my truck,” Tom said excitedly.  
“I can haul you way downstream away 
from the other fishermen. There are a lot 
of fish stacked in a couple of holes down 
there. I think you  guys will love it.”
 Pearcy and I laughed and reminisced 
as the pickup truck bounced across 
a pasture field bordering Dry Creek. 
Decades had faded away since either of 
us had ridden on the tail gate of a pickup 
truck. We enjoyed the adventure.
 Tom pulled into a neatly mowed pull 
out and instructed us to follow him down 
over a grassy bank to the waters edge.
 “There is a 40 yard stretch here that 
is heavy with fish,” he said. A hundred 

yards downstream is another hole the 
same way. Lots of fish.”
 Tom took a handful of trout food 
and cast it across  the stream. Dozens of 
chunky rainbows rolled up to accept the 
offering.
 Pearcy and I looked at each other in 
awe. “This is nice,” he said.
 “Gonna be sweet,” I replied. “And, I 
didn’t bring a rod.”
 Pearcy spent most of his life working 
for Kelty, a maker of high end packs and 
tents. He is no stranger to the outdoors 
and fished in many locations around the 
world.
 He also ties his own flies. I anxiously 
awaited to see what this experienced fly 
fisherman would tie on to the business 
end of his fly line.
 He quickly rigged a tandem setup. 
A beadhead Hare’s Ear nymph tipped his 
leader. A duplicate fly adorned his line 18 
inches above the first.
 Pearcy quietly waded into the cold 
stream. The temperature had climbed 
steadily. Therefore, Pearcy waded in 
shorts rather than his usual waders.
 I watched with great excitement as 
Pearcy made his first cast. I could sense 
his  anticipation. His first drift went 
without a hint of a strike.
 Pearcy used the strength of his 
3-weight Sage rod to pick up his fly line and 
make his second cast upstream. Ten feet 
into the drift, he lifted his rod high and a 
heavy arc indicated a good fish was on.
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 The scrappy rainbow raced downstream. Pearcy turned completely 
around to accommodate the fleeing fish. When he applied a little 
pressure, the magnificent trout turned and sped upstream as fast as it 
had come down.
 The action looked good on the LED screen of my video camera. The 
scene played out in my screen. The brightly colored trout shot into the 
air, writhing like a captured snake. Nymph and fish parted company in 
mid-air. 
 “Quick release,” Pearcy laughed.
 The rainbow sped to deeper water as Pearcy regained control of 
his fly line, checked his nymphs and began his next false cast to roll his 
flyline and fake bug offerings back upstream to awaiting trout. 
 We’d found the Nirvana of trout fishing fun and there was not 
another human being in sight.
 Pearcy hooked a half dozen rainbows before the action began 
to slow. We explored elsewhere for 30 minutes and returned to the 
hotspot. We repeated the process a half dozen times and Pearcy 
caught fish each time.
 Back at our vehicles, we chugged a bottle of water and began 
dismantling our gear. Tom stopped by. “Catch any? he queried.
 Pearcy and I smiled. I winked at Tom. Tom grinned through a 
tanned face and hurried on his busy way.
 Westover Farms is the premiere private trout fishing destination in 
the Ozarks. Check them out at www.westoverfarms.com. If you would 
like to view Larry Pearcy’s Westover experience, check my website at” 
www.aoutdoorstv.com, under fishing shows.
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A wide variety of stream 
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Rainbow and Brown Trout exist
 in the Show-Me State

Larry Phares releases a Rainbow 
Trout at the privately owned 

Westover Farms, near Steelville



36 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” February 2017

EXTREME TERRAIN VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

ARGO DIRECT
Call Mike: 618-588-4444

8565 Rt. 260, New Baden, IL 62265

St. LOUIS, Mo. - One of the great 
traditions of hunting is feeding family.  This 
holiday season was made a little brighter 
for some families in need, thanks to the 
help of St. Louis area hunters, Operation 
Food Search (OFS), and the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC).
 Missouri’s Share the Harvest program 
is sponsored by MDC and the Conservation 
Federation of Missouri (CFM).  It enables 
hunters to donate deer they harvest to 
help feed their neighbors who need it.
 “Share the Harvest is an operation 
where the hunters bring a deer into the 
processor, the processor processes the 
deer, and through cooperation with OFS, 
we get it distributed to food panties to help 
feed the hungry,” said St. Charles County 
Conservation Agent Becky Robertson.
 “This is also a management tool for the 
conservation department,” Robertson said.  
“So not only are we helping feed the hungry, 
but we are managing the deer herd, too.”
 “OFS has benefitted greatly from this 
partnership,” explained Craig Goldfarb, 
OFS Director of Operations.  “We’ve gotten 
thousands of pounds of good protein, 
which flows through our organization, to 
people who really do need it.”
 OFS operates from a newly-built 
67,000 square foot facility and warehouse 
in Overland.  It’s a hunger relief 

organization that feeds 200,000 people in 
need each month through over 200 outlets 
in the metro area.  Since Share the Harvest 
funds can afford to reimburse approved 
processors only part of the processing 
fee, OFS subsidizes the remainder in the 
St. Louis area.  This makes processing 
completely free if a hunter donates a 
whole deer to the program.
 Goldfarb said that OFS receives an 
average of 10-15,000 pounds of deer 
meat a year from the program, enough he 
estimates to feed at least 500 families.
 “I love deer meat.  It’s good stuff,” 
said Jim, one of the recipients of Share 
the Harvest venison.  “I’ve been eating it 
for years and years and it’s just natural, 
and good for you.”  
 Jim is a client of the Saints Joachim 
& Ann Care Service Food Pantry in St. 
Peters.  The pantry has been distributing 
food each week to low-income families 
and others in need since 1981.
 “In the winter time, we always went 
hunting and got our own deer.  So it was 
just something I was raised on,” said 
Jim, a hunter himself, who intends to use 
the venison he 
received to make 
stew or chili.
“I think this 
is a very good 

VENISON IS A SPECIAL GIFT TO 
THOSE IN NEED FROM MDC’S 
SHARE THE HARVEST PROGRAM
By Dan Zarlenga

resource for people who need food, and 
for the hunters to help out that’s a good 
deal.  It means a lot to everyone.” 
 Chili is also on the menu for Monica’s 
family, another visitor to the pantry.  “I 
plan on making deer-meat chili while the 
weather’s cold.  I’ll make a big pot of it, and 
take some to work, too,” she said.  Breakfast 
sausage, chorizo and spaghetti sauce are 
also uses Monica finds for the venison she 
gets. “It’s definitely a lot leaner than cow 
meat, and a lot healthier than pork.”
 Rebecca, another pantry client, brings 
home deer meat whenever it’s available 
for her husband and two children.  She 
uses it like ground beef for meatloaf and 
deer burgers.   One of her favorites though 

An employee at Josephville Meat Processing in 
Wentzville wraps freshly-ground venison for the 

Share the Harvest Program. Josephville is one of the 
program’s participating processors.

is mixing venison with Italian sausage to 
make lasagna.  “We’re happy to have it as 
a resource to use for our family,” she said.
 “I love this program because you 
see the end result of people who need 
this meat receiving it and feeding many 
families throughout the state,” said Agent 
Robertson.
 “Hunters are making a huge 
difference in people’s lives.”
 For more information on the Share the 
Harvest Program, including a statewide 
list of meat processors participating in the 
Share the Harvest Program, go to https://
huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/
species/deer/deer-share-harvest.
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HAIR JIGS FOR 
COLD LAKE OF THE 

OZARKS BASS
by John Neporadny Jr.
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 During those halcyon days of bass 
fishing in the 1960s, the bucktail jig and 
pork split tail eel was one of the deadliest 
combos for Lake of the Ozarks bass.
 Now the bucktail and other animal 
hair jigs have been replaced by flipping, 
casting and finesse jigs adorned with 
silicone or living rubber skirts and various 
soft plastic chunks, craws and grubs 
serve as substitutes for the pork eel. 
Despite being replaced for most bass 
fishing applications, the venerable hair 
jig still shines in cold-water situations for 
FLW star Guido Hibdon on his home lake. 
 The Lake of the Ozarks pro has tried 
deer hair in the past, but has found that 
the best material for his hair jig comes 
from black bears. A co-angler from West 
Virginia has stocked up Hibdon with 
plenty of bear hair, which he ties on a 1/8 
– or 3/16-ounce ball or banana-shaped 
jighead.  Hibdon used to attach a pork 
split tail eel as a trailer for his hair jig, 
but now he tips the jig with either a black 
3-inch Luck “E” Strike Grub or the tail 
section of a black plastic worm. 
 The hair jig shines for Hibdon 
whenever the Lake of the Ozarks is at 
its coldest point during the winter. “I 
have thrown it up on the edge of ice 
and whenever it would fall off and hit 
the bottom the fish would get it,” recalls 
Hibdon. “You can fish it in mighty cold 
water.” 
 Since his hair jig best mimics 
a crawfish, Hibdon throws the lure 
along rocks where bass forage on the 
crustaceans even in the coldest water.  
Ledges and bluffs in the 15- to 18-foot 
range are Hibdon’s favorite places to 
work the jig, and if he has to fish deeper, 
he will switch to a different tactic. 
 While slowly reeling the jig along 
the bottom, Hibdon tries to keep the lure 
bumping into the rocks.  “I move it 2 or 3 
feet and then make a little hop with it,” 
Hibdon describes.  “The majority of the 

fish will hit it on that hop.  I think they 
are following it around and when you hop 
that jig it seems like that is when they 
really get after it.”  
 Hibdon casts his hair jig on a 6 1/2-
foot medium action spinning rod with a 
fast tip and a spinning reel filled with 
8-pound fluorocarbon line. 

For information on lodging at the 
Lake of the Ozarks or to receive a 
free vacation guide, call the Lake 
of the Ozarks Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at 1-800-FUN-LAKE or visit 
the Lake of the Ozarks Convention 
and Visitors Bureau web site at 
funlake.com. 

Copies of John Neporadny’s book, 
“THE Lake of the Ozarks 

Fishing Guide” 
areavailable by calling 573/365-4296 

or visiting the web site 
www.jnoutdoors.com.
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VARMINT AMMO SELECTION AFFECTS 
MORE THAN YOU THINK
A RECENT STUDY SAYS LEAD EXPOSURE FOR AVIAN SCAVENGERS 
CAN BE AFFECTED BY CERTAIN VARMINT AMMUNITION. HERE 
ARE RESULTS FROM THE STUDY.
By Brandon Miller
 According to a new study by Oregon 
State University, your choice in varmint 
ammunition could affect more than the 
game you’re hunting. The study found 
that scavengers, such as golden eagles, 
could ingest the lead from your ammo 
used for varmints.
 The study used research from a 
new bullet-fragment recovery technique 
called “digestion.” Radiographs, or 
X-rays, were used to estimate how much 
toxic metal was left in shot game. It has 
been reported that those radiographs 
produce low estimates.
 An article on Oregon State’s 
website reports researchers collected 
127 Belding’s ground squirrel carcasses 

from alfalfa fields in southern Oregon 
and northern California. It continues by 
adding that 11 western states produce 
about 40 percent of the country’s alfalfa. 
In those areas, shooting the burrowing 
animals is an important form of pest 
control. The carcasses are often left on 
the field, where avian scavengers swoop 
down for a meal.

THE RESULTS
 The results of the study were 
published in PLOS ONE. Research and 
found that 80 percent of shot carcasses 
had detectible fragments of lead. It was 
also found that the bullet type didn’t 
affect the number of fragments. However, 

it did influence the 
mass of retained 
fragments.
For example, 
squirrels shot with 
high-velocity, high-
mass .17 Super Mag bullets had 28 times 
the retained fragment mass than .22 solid 
bullets.
 The Super Mag had 1 percent left 
behind in the carcass, which was the 
highest of any ammo. The Super Mag’s 
fragment also dispersed more than two 
times farther through the carcass. That 
makes them more likely to be eaten by a 
scavenger.
 The study includes modeling that 
suggests that hawk and eagle nestlings 
fed regularly with shot squirrels could 
lose more than half the production of the 
key enzyme ALAD throughout the nestling 
period. However, no nestlings would be 
expected to die from lead poisoning.
 The study’s digestion procedure 
for extracting bullet fragments involved 
processing carcasses in solution that 
was run through sieves and a gold-

prospecting sluice box. Researchers used 
digestion on 30 carcasses to determine 
a relationship between digestion results 
and radiography results.
 “We found that radiographs are not 
very accurate at estimating how much 
lead is left in a carcass,” study co-author 
Collin Eagles-Smith, a USGS ecologist 
and OSU courtesy assistant professor of 
fisheries and wildlife, said in the press 
release. “They underestimate density 
when there are more small fragments. 
Small ones are the pieces that are 
more digestible and likely to enter the 
circulatory system.”
 This is the second recent study 
Oregon State has published dealing with 
fragmentation. In December, a study was 
released about fragmentation with 
muzzleloaders and black-powder rifles 
being lower than with high-power rifle.
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 February is what I call a hit or miss 
month when it comes to bass fishing. It is 
totally up to the weatherman on whether 
or not the fishing is going to be good or 
bad. If you can get two or three warm 
days in a row the bass are subject to go 
super shallow especially in the middle of 
the day. I have had two of my best catches 
ever this month, fishing shallow running 
crank baits like the Zoom Mutt in shad 
or crawfish patterns. I have also used a 
number 7 shad rap which is a  good lure 
for early season cranking. 
 I want to fish the side of the lake the 
sun is hitting and looking for secondary 
points and shallow pockets close to 
deep water. I am going to pay very close 
attention to my Raymarine E12 watching 
the depths I’m in, but more importantly the 
water temperature gauge.  All lakes are 
different and the warmest water could be 
up river, mid lake or down lake and the only 
way to know is watching that temperature 
gauge constantly.  One degree can make 
the fish bite and if you find two or three 

degrees difference you are in the right 
spot. One key to remember is the wind 
can blow warmer water into a shore line, 
so I let wind be my friend when looking 
for warm water. I remember a tournament 
in Texas when every body was catching 
fish on the east side of the lake and the 
wind switched around the last night. The 
next day no one was doing anything as 
the water temperature had dropped five 
degrees. About ten o’clock I switched sides 
of the lake and the temperature had gone 
up five degrees and the bite was on giving 
me a top ten finish. I have seen this happen 
numerous times in the early spring, so if you 
run into that situation pull your Motorguide 
in and fire that Mercury up and head your 
Nitro to the other side of the lake! 
 My favorite five techniques are 
shallow slow cranking, flipping a jig, 
Carolina rigging a Zoom lizard, an 
Alabama rig rigged with four Zoom junior 
flukes on the outside and a regular fluke 
in the middle, and of course a Bass Pro 
Shops suspending jerk bait. With any of 

these techniques you are going to 
have to fish as slowly as possible. 
Now with the Carolina rig, jig or jerk bait 
when you slow down you’re probably 
still fishing too fast, so slow down some 
more if you aren’t getting any bites. Bass 
are very slow moving feeders this time of 
the year so keep the word SLOW in your 
fishing.  Let your bait soak down a little bit 
before moving and don’t worry about a lot 
of action. 
 Now on most all bodies of water 
you have rocks, red clay, sand, rip rap, 
lay downs, docks 
and bridge pylons. 
These are all good 
structures in the 
early spring that 
can produce good 
catches. Oh and I left 
out feeder ditches, 
my bad, but they 
can be awesome 
this time of the year 
especially if they 

are loaded with bait fish.  Crawfish and 
bait fish hang on all the structures at one 
time or another and you just have to find a 
pattern that is working on the day you are 
fishing. As I said before, one of the main 
key elements is water temperature around 
the area you are fishing in.  If I’m fishing 
docks, rip rap or bridges, I generally am 
fishing the sunny side.
 One other good pattern I find in 
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ditches or around bridges is to fish a 7 
inch Zoom Fluke on an 1 to 1 ½ oz Shroom 
head with Bass Pro Shops’ 12 lbs test 
fluorocarbon line and a heavy action 7’6” 
Johnny Morris Platinum rod. This is a killer 
set up if you find schools of bait fish on 
the bottom and it is a simple way to fish. 
Simply cast out as far as you can and wait 
for the lure to hit bottom, then start a slow 
retrieve keeping the Fluke in contact with 
the bottom. If you get a tap keep reeling 
until fish loads up the pile driving him. This 
is a big fish set up! 
 If you get on fish, especially back in 
the flats put your Power Pole down and 
soak the area good. If the fish knock off, 
try a rattling bait like the XPS Rattle Shad 
working it with a slow pumping motion.
 If you don’t have a Navionics chip in 
your Raymarine unit, you need to get one, 
as it will show you everything about the 
lake like where the humps, ditches and 
bends are. This will save you time and put 
you right on top of good fishing spots that 
will pay off sooner or later.
 Another tip, keep your life vest on at all 
times when the water temperature is cold, 
because I want to see you again next year.
 God bless you, your family, our 
troops, and everyone else. Please visit 
www.hendrickcars.com for a tow vehicle, 
like I did last month. For a good business 
opportunity visit www.just-icellc-com.

BLACKTOP CONTRACTORS • FREE ESTIMATES
Snow Removal • Driveways • Parking Lots • Tennis Courts

Seal Coating • Mulch  Firewood • Coal • Sand • Gravel • White Rock

BRIAN ROWDEN • DEREK VESTAL
225 N. Second St., Pekin, IL 61554

346-0564

Making Jigs Since 1978
 128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Toll Free 888-935-0189
Check us out on the web…

www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp

Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

ENVIRO-LOG OFFERS SAFETY TIPS FOR 
EXTREME WINTER WEATHER
Important ways to help you protect your family 
members in difficult situations
ATLANTA, Ga. – January 12, 2016 – Enviro-
Log®, Inc., a leader in eco-friendly products 
for home heating and outdoor activities, urges 
households to prepare for extreme winter 
weather by following important safety tips 
that can help protect family members.     
 “The unusually warm temperatures we’ve 
experienced so far this winter might cause 
some families to forget about being prepared 
for winter storms,” said Ross McRoy, president 
of Enviro-Log, Inc.  “It is important to make sure 
all family members know what to do in these 
situations and have access to emergency kits 
stored in homes and vehicles.  Too often people 
don’t think about preparing until after the 
situation has occurred and they underestimate 
how long it will take for help to arrive.”
 McRoy stresses some key essentials to 
ensure families are prepared.     
 Have an emergency kit in your house.  
•  At least one gallon of water per person per 

day for at least 10 days, for drinking and 
sanitation 

•  10 day minimum supply of non-perishable 
food and a manual can opener 

•  A battery-powered or hand-crank NOAA 
Weather Radio with tone alert, and extra 
batteries

•  A flashlight and extra batteries

•  A lighter, flint or waterproof matches for 
starting fires

•  Candles 
•  Manufactured firelogs* or firewood to be 

used for home heating and cooking (*only 
brands approved for cooking)

•  A grill, outdoor firepit or chiminea for outdoor 
cooking if you do not have a fireplace 

•  A first-aid kit 
•  Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic 

ties for personal sanitation
•  A laminated area map and compass
• A cell phone with an extra battery 
•  A hand-crank light with solar charger and 

cell phone charger adapter 
•  A land-line phone that operates without 

electrical power 
•  Any special-needs items for children, seniors 

or people with disabilities
•  Water, food and supplies for your pets
•  Supply of critical medicines and prescriptions
•  Battery powered CO2 and smoke detectors, 

and extra batteries
•  Extra blankets and sleeping bags 
Carry a survival kit in your vehicle. 
•  A first-aid kit
• Thermal blankets or sleeping bags 
• A cell phone with an extra battery
•  A hand-crank light with solar charger and 

cell phone charger adapter 
• A windshield scraper with snow brush
•  Flashlight with batteries
•  Extra warm clothes including shoes, hats, 

gloves and hand warmers 
• Survival knife 

• Compact shovel
•  Traction aids (bag of sand or cat litter) and 

tow chain
• Emergency flares 
• Jumper cables
• Non-perishable food and bottled water 
• A laminated road map 
•  A transportable non-restrictive heat source 

such as manufactured firelogs (firewood 
cannot be transported by law in some 
locations)

•  A non-liquid firestarter and waterproof 
matches 

•  Manufactured firelogs to build a fire for 
warmth and dry out nearby firewood for 
additional heat

•  Any special-needs items for children, 
seniors or people with disabilities, who 
might be travelling with you

•  Water and supplies for any pets travelling 
with you

 McRoy also encourages families to use 
extra caution and follow proper safety guidelines 
when operating portable generators.  McRoy 
recommends Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) guidelines on proper 
generator use, which can be found at: http://
www.osha.gov/OshDoc/data_Hurricane_Facts/
portable_generator_safety.pdf    
 For additional information on preparing 
for extreme weather, please visit:
•  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) – www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/
guide.asp 

•  Federal Emergency Management 
Association (FEMA) – www.ready.gov/
winter-weather

• Red Cross – www.redcross.org
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Sure, we have seed that grows corn and soybeans.
But, we also have some that grow antlers.

You’ve always turned to your local FS Member cooperative for the expert advice and 
help in managing your farm’s resources. But you may not have realized that when it 
comes to managing the wildlife resources on your farm, we can help there too.

The fact is your local FS Member Cooperative carries a full line of seed for improving 
wildlife forage on your land. Including annual and perennial mixes from Mossy 
Oak®, Biologic®, and the Whitetail Institute of North America specially formulated 
to provide better nutrition and more protein to grow bigger, healthier animals. So, 
if your game is deer or wild turkey, your local FS Member Cooperative has the seed 
and the epertise to help you make the most of your willdlife resources.

Fulton, FS, Inc.
Lewistown Office 39-547-2896

Ipava Office 309-753-9253
Wildlife solutions from The Natural Resource

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATS

111 N. East Lane  • East Peoria, IL 61611
Email:  stucker69@sbcglobal.net

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

SHELF LIFE
By Daniel Vinovich
 The south wind blowing across the 
500 foot hole in the ice sounded like a 
million pieces of glass being ground into 
a fine powder. It was 9 a.m. and the wind 
was working hard to free the lake’s icy 
winter grip. At this rate, we would have 
enough fishable water to get out in a few 
more hours. A quick phone call to my 
buddy announcing the first opportunity 
to get after the muskies was met with a 
hardy, “when and where?” “Main ramp 1 
p.m.”, I replied. I jumped in my Tundra and 
headed back home to hook up the Targa 
and finish loading a few rods. I arrived 
back at the lake by 12:30. The wind had 
opened up another 200 yards of water 
giving us a fair amount of water to work. 
The water was cold and clear as I backed 
down the ramp. A quick flip of a switch and 
the Targa came to life. The LED’S started 
lighting up on the electronics and dash. 

A low rumble from the Mercury sounded 
announcing that the old girl had wintered 
well. I just sat on the trailer waiting for a 
warning alarm or any sign that she was 
not ready for the 30 or so days of the Ice 
Out Grind to begin. Everything checked 
out. We were in business. I eased her 
off her wheeled perch where she had 
spent the last few months in the dark and 
cold. Passenger loaded I floated from the 
ramp putting rods and the net into their 
upright positions. The water, unbelievable 
clear, showed every nook and cranny of 
the bottom. There was even a Mag light 
laying on the ramp in 3 foot of water lost 
by some duck hunter months before. We 
immediately started casting , chucking the 
gliders and jerks in every direction trying 
to spark some kind of interest from the 
toothy torpedoes we knew were laying on 
the bottom. Cast after cast, were met with 
not so much as a follow. “They’re all dead 
my partner in crime announced,” as he 
switched to his 4th lure change. “No, they 
aren’t, they’re just being a little stubborn.” 

We worked every spot across the lake we 
knew. By 3 o’clock, we had covered a lot 
of water or at least as much as we could 
get to. The light wind and gin clear water 
was not helping our cause. Not the best 
conditions for muskie hunting. “I wonder 
if they’re still down in the deep end, under 
the ice” my buddy asked? “I don’t think 
so”, I replied. “They’re just laying there 
soaking up the sun just like us.” “Want to 

make another pass, he asked?” “No, let’s 
go over to the edge of the ice and check 
how thick it is so we can make a plan. 
Maybe we can get to the deeper water 
tomorrow. I turned the speed knob on 
the Minn Kota to 100 percent and pulled 
the boat over to the edge. With the net 
handle, I popped the top of the ice, happy 
to see a large white chunk broke off, 
telling me it was rotten, thick but rotten. 
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2058 Old. Rt. 121 • Lincoln, IL 62656
DAY HUNTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Membership Fees • $200/yr.
Corporate • $1,000/yr.

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT & CHUKAR!

Call Greg: 217-871-3500
(217) 642-5895

www.big-oak.com
www.huntingparadise.com
email: hunt@big-oak.com

SAVE UP TO 
$1,250 ON SELECT 

LOWE BOATS!

LOWE SS230 
Walk-thru

8955 West Dam Lane • Benton, IL
618-724-7651

RendLakeMarina.com

BOAT RENTALS 
AVAILABLE!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

“It should be completely off in a couple 
days if the temperature and wind hold,” I 
stated. My buddy was firing cast after cast 
not wanting to admit failure in his first trip 
out. I knew, however, that without access 
to the deeper water, we probably were out 
there just checking equipment and playing 
with our new shiny lures we had picked up 
at the muskie shows over the winter. I just 
sat and watched him from my bow perch 
as he fired another cast, then another. 
The light wind had blown us up against 
the edge of the ice. I giggled as he was 
working the edge of the ice like a summer 
weed bed, jerking the bait with such long 
sweeps the bait would glide 2 feet under 
the edge of the ice then out into the sunny 
clear and then back into the darkness 
under the shelf. You’re going to lose that 
new 25 dollar lure if your not careful and 
I’m not breaking the ice with the boat if 
you do. Back and forth the lure glided 
into the light then back into the darkness. 
Suddenly, his rod bent. “Great!” I told you 
Dumb… He looked me right in the eye 
and said the damn sag is moving……..
FISH ON. I quickly pulled the boat off the 
edge where the line was rubbing on the 
ice trying to get him into position to fight 
the fish without snapping the light braid 

we were using. The fish kept a steady 
bend in the rod. A hard head shake was 
telegraphed by the tip every so often. Not 
the thunder and lighting these fish are 
known for but more of a steady pull of a 
winch. After a couple minutes, the fish 
emerged from under the ice, long fat and 
lightly colored. It was swimming steadily 
away from the light trying to get back 
under the ice. I dropped the big net into 
the water as he lead her into it. A quick 
measurement, picture and release and 
she swam back under the shelf of the ice. 
 We backed the Targa off the ice and 
both with new found energy bombed the 
ice edge the whole length of the ice shelf 
across the lake. We managed to boat 
another 2 fish and see another follow. 
Nothing like the fat 38 inch my buddy 
had landed first but good fish never the 
less. The fish were using the edge of the 
ice as cover to ambush their prey kind of 
like working a mud line. Who would have 
thought? I was tickled pink knowing then 
the Skies had survived another winter 
under the ice. It was going to be another 
good season. They looked fat and healthy. 
I walked to the back of the Targa and fired 
up the 9.9 Mercury and pointed the bow 
towards the ramp. A hearty fist bump on 

Specializing in Jig Heads!
Free Catalog!

(217) 864-3493
4165 Shaw Rd. • Lovington, IL 61957

www.reeveslureco.com

COME SEE US AT 
THE SOUTHERN IL 
BOAT & FISHING 

SHOW IN 
MARION AT THE 

PAVILION ON 
FEB  3RD – 5TH.

LOWE Stinger 175

Bennington
SX21 Tri-toon

the way had me laughing and shaking my 
head. Who knew that these fish had such 
a long Shelf Life!!!
 I am booking trips and may very well 
already be on the water. If you want a 
chance at one of the big opportunistic 
feeders, you better give me a call soon as 
you can as January found my boat with 
half of the limited trips already sucked 
up. Ice Out Pre Spawn Skies are sporting 
some of the heaviest weights of the year. 
Don’t miss out on a chance at a Pig. I will 
once again be guiding both Banner Marsh 
and Spring Lake……..Remember THE 
BITE WAITS FOR NO ONE!

To get a hold of me, you can call 309-
267-8309, or by email at trolling@
mtco.com. You can also follow the 
action on Face Book on my page Dan 
Vinovich. I will be doing seminars at 
the Spring Classic at Bass Pro Shops 
this spring. 

SEE ‘YA ON THE WATER!

I will once again be doing seminars 
at Bass Pro Shops Spring Classic

 in Bollingbrook, IL

Practice CPR on these fish, CatchPhotoRelease, 
help keep them swimimg for the next lucky angler
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309-244-7100

309-244-9000
309-244-7000

LOCATED IN HISTORIC 
DOWNTOWN DELAVAN

TOUGH CUSTOMER!
By: David Herschelman

 Using the only stand 
set up for the South East wind 
direction proved to be wise but 
would prove to be maddening 

for this days hunt.  The three deer approaching as 
expected earlier in the morning followed the path 
with the most wind protection but the only buck was a 
youngster pestering the two does and not old enough 
for merit!  The bright sun warmed throughout the 
morning with no other deer activity noted.  At 11:04 
AM, the decision to call it a morning was made and 
the exit process was started.  The temperature at 79 
degrees would definitely not promote deer activity.  
I unzipped my pack and began to pack the contents 
in their prescribed spots when a rich guttural grunt 
punctuated the wind produced sound environment.  I 
wheeled instantly on the stand to see a ten pointer 
poised with a mature doe only yards from my 
location.  The same backpack unzipped earlier, now 
seemed impossible to close with only one hand – 
the contents may fall out if the pack is not closed 
and spook the deer!  Finally accomplished I turned 
in slow motion to retrieve my bow hanging nearby.  
The binoculars hanging by straps were draped over 
the bow and had to be removed.  Once done, finally 
the bow was in my hand, but at this very instant the 
chase was again initiated by the buck with a tight 
semicircle completed within ten yards of my location 
with me holding my bow in an unready fashion!  
 The two were accompanied by a younger Buck 
evidently hoping his competition would suffer a 
heart attack and let him take over breeding duties.  
The three dropped out of sight into a creek valley 
only fifty yards distant.  Over the next four hours I 
could occasionally hear the sound of hooves on rocks 
in the creek bottom and an occasional grunt!   They 
had obviously bedded in this creek bottom as no 
indication was made of an exit to my knowledge.  
 This time of waiting began to erode my normal 
senses into thinking an exit from 
my tree perch and execution of 
a top notch Indian stalk in the 
windy conditions could produce 
a shot on the unsuspecting deer 
just over the deep creek bank.  
Convinced it was my lucky day 
– the process began.  The first 
rule in attempting to creep up on 
deer on the ground is to abandon 
the thought!  Your odds would 
be better if the deer came off 
of the bed and wandered into 
bow range thereafter while still 
on stand!  However slight this 
scenario would be!

 Remarkable, the stalk was done so silently and 
slowly the edge of the creek bank was attained 
but no deer appeared when peering over the edge!  
Suddenly, the dark outline of a tree stump in the 
middle of the creek bed appeared fifty yards north of 
my location – only when the buck rose to urinate did 
the realization of this being a buck occur to me!  He 
went down into a bedded position in the wet sand 
thereafter.  Genius! He had found the coolest spot in 
the entire woods and safest to bed!  I circled back 
and attempted another stalk on his present location 
which ended with watching him and another buck 
run up the opposite hillside evidently alarmed by my 
scent, movement or noise and the game was over!
 Over the next four days, I had this buck within 
seventy-five yards of me with no shot opportunities 
on two of those days.  After a steady South West 
wind prediction for the following day, a stand was 
selected to optimize my chances.  Early in the 
morning he chased a doe close but agonizingly 
too far for a bow shot.  But at 4:00 o’clock in the 
afternoon the sound of an approaching deer brought 
me back to attention.  Turning to spy a doe squared 
to me but on a shelf on the valley wall twenty-five 
yards distant –my instincts were to look for other 
deer but my scan saw nothing.  Why was she in 
this location on high alert?  Finally, thinking she 
was just evading prowling deer in this particular 
spot.  Suddenly, she bolted.  Instantly I knew a 
buck was nearby and he moved from his location 
only twelve yards distant from me to give chase!  
Only a bow hunter knows this feeling to have 
blown an opportunity such as this which comes so 
infrequently.  The acid in my stomach could have 
eaten away cast iron at this moment!  Contorting 
around the tree, I made a loud mouth bleat to stop 
him but my arrow sailed over his back and although 
confused – he quickly resumed his chasing!  My 
stomach pain now was joined with raw anger over 
my carelessness in blowing this encounter!

2016 Season Success
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The New Legendary Suites 
at Woodland Resort will 
hold 2 and 3-bedroom suites 
with full kitchens. Book 
your dates for the summer 
in our new 
full kitchen suites!

A Family Owned & Operated Resort!
DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA

(701) 662-5996
www.woodlandresort.com

• A variety of Lodging Choices
• Fully Guided Fishing Packages
• Excellent Restaurant & Bar
• Bait, Tackle & Convience Store
• Air Conditioned Indoor Fish Cleaning Facility
• Overnight RV Camping
•  NEW 17.5’ Fishing Boats & New 20’ & 24’ 

Pontoons
• Home of “Mitchell’s Guide Service”
• Lodging & Guided Packages
• Full Service Woodland Marine Shop
• Marina with Boat Ramp & On-Water Fuel

DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
Trophy Walleye, Pike, Perch & White Bass!

Fast forward to the day before the gun 
opener and my last chance before the 
season of luck begins!  The wind blew hard 
from the South/South East giving me the 
opportunity to hunt a valley stand usually 
forgotten as wind control was always 
difficult.  At 8:11 AM, the sound of heavy 
hooves hitting the creek bed was heard – I 
wheeled to look to the east to see the deer 
of my nightmares in the creek bed about 
thirty-five yards east of my location and on 
the prowl.  I moved to grab my bow.  The 
Buck noticed this movement but because 
of the strong wind otherwise did not 
bolt!  Having nothing to lose, the bow was 
rotated into position and the draw begun as 
slowly as possible mimicking the blowing 
tree limbs!  The shot was well thought 
and release perfect!  The sound of a large 
crack meant my arrow had more than likely 
encountered a tree limb in its path!  The 
deer bolted and stopped only twenty yards 
distant confused by the commotion.  He 
then walked off and when getting directly 
down wind of my location actually snorting 
at me several times before exiting!  My 
luck continued to be sour!
  After arrow retrieval, the shaft had 
little splotches of red meat but very little 
blood.  I went to the location where he 
had stopped and found several drops in 
a twenty yard path.  Worse blood trails 
have been created in the bathroom 
when shaving than present in this one!  
As always, I did my due diligence and 
worked for three hours to develop some 
hard evidence of the deer’s path to no 
avail.  My opportunity for success prior 
to the next day gun opener was now a 
disgusting failure!  
 The next morning found me in my 
climber on a ridge top with a strong South/
South East wind throwing caution to the 

wind as the slug gun was 
in hand.  Almost within 
minutes of daylight, 
a deer appeared one 
hundred yards distant 
SE of my location.  He 
filtered closer walking 
along the top of the 
hillside towards the 
North.  I let him close 
the distance and feared 
the fickle wind would 
reveal my position if 
he went further north.  
Once he stopped, I held 
center and squeezed the 
trigger – at this same 

moment he initiated his movement and 
the slug hit with a sound I had never heard 
before like a bullet hitting a half empty 
fifty-five gallon drum!  He went down and 
struggled to regain position.  I could not 
get another shot and the deer appeared to 
be immobilized but as he slid in the leaves 
down the precipice – I could see him 
regain his footing as he exited!  Replaying 
the scenario over in my mind, I was sure 
he was gut shot!  I climbed down and 
moved to the north about one hundred 
and twenty five yards before approaching 
the valley for a peek.  Although super 
windy, the crunchy leaves betrayed any 
movement.  As I looked over into the 
valley, no deer was present where I would 
have guessed him to be but at the same 
moment a patch of brown looked out of 
place and when the scope was centered 
on this patch – it was him standing and 

watching me!  If he held, I could finish 
him while leaning against the red oak tree 
hiding my outline.  
 The brief look through the scope 
verified my shot placement was poor and 
his outline was that of the same deer from 
the day earlier!  Sensing he was had he 
wheeled and walked away and up the 

hillside across the valley.  I shot again not 
sure of my accuracy and then again holding 
high as this was at a distance never tried 
previously and the deer appeared to react 
as if hit but then again he walked gingerly 
from the damage from my first errant shot!   
He was gone!  I retreated and walked a 
large semi-circle to the south in order to 

Double Throat Patch Buck

S & R MARINE
815 E. 15th St. • Beardstown, IL 62618

217.323.2730 • www.sr-marine.com
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SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES

2525 N. Grand Ave. East
Springfield, IL 62702

Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408

EastSideMarine.com
esmboats@aol.com

SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

Roughneck 1860

ST175 Stinger

Savings of up to $1000
 on Fishing Boats and 

up to $500 on Pontoons.
Delta Waterfowl discount 

on all Camo! “Lowe 
supports the Military:”  
Military discount on all 

boat packages.
Valid until March, 31, 2017

2016 Lowe 
Sf194 Pontoon

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

HUNTING • FISHING • WATER SPORTS • SPORTING GOODS
KAYAK • DOG SUPPLIES • INDOOR 3-D RANGE

(217) 543-3848
1059 E. Columbia St., Arthur, IL 61911

NEW HOURS OF OPERATION:
Tue & Wed 9-5:30 • Thu & Fri 9-8

Sat 9-3 • Closed Sun & Mon

GAMBER COVE
With over 10 well-stocked fishing lakes, miles of 

hiking trails, berry picking, mushroom hunting, swimming 
pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.

Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

www.GamberCove.net

Enjoy 315 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

miserable end my actions had caused to 
this magnificent animal!
  My taxidermist, Gene Davis, called to 
admonish me on my cape job as the cape 
was cut short – I told him to get another 
cape if needed.  Gene explained this deer 
had a double throat patch!  He would 
attempt to make it work for the mount.  
I pulled the few pictures taken and sure 
enough he was as described.  I could not 
turn back time for this animal but I will 
treasure his existence forever as he was 
one tough customer and the only double 
patched deer I have ever taken!

get ahead of the potentially 
retreating deer.  My instinct 
told me to cut him off from 
the thick brush and canyons 
on the farm south of mine as 
retrieval would be tougher in 
this environment.  I waited 
for the remainder of the day 
with no activity but decided 
not to begin my search until 
the next morning giving him 
a full twenty-four hour wait.  
  The next morning at 
daybreak the search began.  He had 
expired within yards of the spot of my final 
shot!  The coyotes had done their damage 
and although I tried to salvage some of his 
sections – it was not to be but my work 
revealed the arrow from the previous days 
shot had cut his back strap bored through 
the crest of his spinal column and cut the 
strap on the opposite side.  His straps had 
been cut 40% in half yet he continued 
his movements as normal!  The hide 
was spoiled on his rear half but I caped 
his front half- heartedly upset over the 

2016 Transport

Tough Customer . . . continued

Left, Patrick Quantock with his 27 pound flathead caught 
10/29/2016 on the Fox River. Right, Tera Burris with her 

29.65 pound 42in flathead caught 5/21/2016 on the fox river
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WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated

Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL

Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884

WaltsGarage@centurytel.net TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

309.353.AUTO
(309.353.2886)

D & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

SO, YOU WANT TO BE 
A TURKEY HUNTER?
By Eddie Salter, Turkey Man

Come See Eddie Salter at the 2017 Indiana Deer, 
Turkey and Waterfowl Expo on February 23-26 at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds!
 As a new turkey hunter, there are several key 
fundamentals one must possess to be successful in the 
turkey woods. In my seminar at the 2017 Indiana Deer, 
Turkey & Waterfowl Expo, we will discuss several of the 
fundamentals you need to be a successful turkey hunter. 
With my experience as World Goose calling Champion and 
many other distinguished championships, I am certain that 
I can help you to become the hunter you’ve always wanted 
to be. 
 For instance, most hunters often forget about the 
layout of the terrain and how to use the topography of 
the land to help determine your final setup. That’s why 
scouting is very important and we can’t do enough of it.  A 
good hunter must know the property they will be hunting. I 
find myself looking for the most natural elements I can use 
to my advantage. In some cases, it might be a fencerow, 
old barn or other natural obstacle that can be utilized to 
help make my hunt more successful.  
 Another topic is one most hunters like to talk about, 
calling techniques.  Even though I was blessed to win Two 
World Championships, it doesn’t take the best caller in the 
woods to call up a turkey.  What I want to share with you is 
some of the language I use throughout different situations 
that helps me close the deal.  One situation that every 
turkey hunter has dealt with at some time or the other, is 
a henned up or hung up gobbler.  Every season I have to 
tackle a couple of these situations and there are several 
techniques I use to help convince that ol’ Tom to break off 
and come check me out.  
 From the beginning, all the way to the end, in my 
seminar, you will have the opportunity to walk through 
several hunts with me. I will discuss typical situations all 
hunters must fight every season.  
 The biggest problem with new turkey hunters are 

learning the 
basic set 
ups.  Before 
we close 
the seminar 
out, I 
always try 
to cover 
s o m e 
of the most common mistakes we can make as a turkey 
hunter.  Are we calling too much?   Learning to read a 
turkey and how much to call and when not to call are all 
very important.  Are you stuck in a rut and scared to use 
more than one turkey call?  Will using multiple calls really 
increase my success? Learn your equipment and learn to 
trust it.  How do you know when you need to get up and just 
move?  These topics and so much more will be covered as 
we walk through a typical Springtime turkey season with, 
Mr. Eddie Salter, The Turkey Man.  So, grab a friend and 
come on down to the 20th Annual Indiana Deer, Turkey & 
Waterfowl Expo and Let’s Talk Some Turkey!  
 The 2017 Indiana Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl expo 
will be held at the Indiana State Fairgrounds, Indianapolis 
Indiana from February 23rd – 26th. From viewing the award-
winning Hoosier Record Book Trophy Deer, to the youth 
archery range, it’s sure to be a hit for everyone. Check out 
our Waterfowl Flyway area, the Hoosier Tree Dog Alliance, 
gun dog demonstrations and more. With the opportunity 
to learn from the Pros at the Big Tine Hunting Seminar 
Series, you are sure to walk away with some new tips and 
techniques. 

For more information, visit http://
indianadeerandturkeyexpo.com/show-features

Thursday, Feb 23    Noon – 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb 24    Noon- 9 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb 25    10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sunday, Feb 26   10 a.m. – 5p.m. 
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Family Owned Since 1974

www.wagenbachbuilders.com

309-925-5205
20237 State Rt. 9 • Pekin, IL 61554

Christopher Coin, Gun & Pawn, LLC.
Paying Top Dollar for all Collectibles, Gold, Silver & Guns

WE SPECIALIZE IN RELOADING SUPPLIES!

LUKE CHRISTOPHER - OWNER
Christopher.coin.gun.pawn@gmail.com

333 Derby Street • Pekin, IL 61554

309-353-7522

Computerized Diagnostics

Mechanical Repair

Welding • Trailer Repair

Boat & RV Winterizing 
& Storage

JEFF SCHROCK, OWNER

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS

309-965-2020
SchrockRepair.com

1422 US Hwy 150 • PO Box 10
Goodfield, IL 61742

ZIPPO, MORE THAN JUST LIGHTERS
By Jason Houser
 For years, all I knew about Zippo was 
that they made great wind-proof lighters.  
I was more than a little surprised to learn 
that they had lighters, and a lot more for 
the outdoorsman.
 Zippo has an entire line of products 
devoted to fire, cooking, heat, and light.  
This might be something you knew 
already, but it was something I just 
recently learned.  To say that I was a 
little intrigued, was putting it mildly.  I 
couldn’t wait to get my hands on some of 
these products, and to test them out for 
myself.
 After searching through their 
catalog, and online, I narrowed my 
needs (wants actually) to 4 products, the 
campfire carrier, emergency fire starter, 
a hand warmer, and finally the rugged 
lantern.
 If you do any amount of camping, or 
even have a fireplace or wood burning 
stove, the campfire carrier is a practical 
edition to your line of must-have items.  
I for one am tired of carrying stacks 

of firewood stacked up to my chin.  
Evidently I am not the only one that feels 
this way, and Zippo realized the need for 
this firewood tote.
 This firewood carrier takes away 
the scratched arms and hands that 
is normally associated with carrying 
stacks of firewood.  Also, the exposure 
to insects, such as ticks is less likely.  
The large bag carries several pieces of 
firewood, and has two large exterior 
pockets for carrying additional gear.
 Whether you like to camp, or burn 
wood at home, this bag will come in 
handy.
 Second item I had to get my hands 
on was the emergency fire starter.  This 
little item is not something I will use a 
lot, or maybe even in the near future.  I 
got this for emergency purposes, not for 
everyday use.  It is a must have for your 
survival kit.
 Hopefully I am never in a life or 
death situation where I have to be able 
to start a fire.  But, with the hunting, 
trapping, and camping I do far away from 

civilization, I wanted something I could 
count on in an emergency.
 This lightweight fire starter is water-
resistant, and floats.  Inside the case are 
4 waxed tinder sticks.  The flint wheel 
inside the case will put off sparks to 
easily light the waxed sticks.  Again, this 
is not something I plan on using soon, but 
I feel better knowing I have it in my pack.
 There are a lot of things that can start 

a fire at home, like dryer lint, newspaper, 
small twigs, and Zippo even has a line of 
fire starters.  Save your emergency fire 
starter for an emergency.
 I remember as a child deer hunting 
my father filling hand warmers up with 
lighter fluid before we went to hunt.  I had 
forgot about those childhood memories 
until I saw that Zippo had a line of hand 
warmers.  As soon as I saw them, I knew 
I had to have one.

Campfire CarrierEmergency Fire Starter
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2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL CLOSE BY, 
SERVING ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE 
BOATS!

Savings of up to $1000 on Fishing Boats and up 
to $500 on Pontoons. Delta Waterfowl discount 

on all Camo! “Lowe supports the Military:”  
Military discount on all boat packages.

Valid until March, 31, 2017

 These hand warmers come in 2 
sizes, 6 and 12-hour warmth.  There 
small design allows them to sit easily in 
a pocket, and includes a warming bag.  
And, they are odorless.  I remember as a 
child spilling fuel as we tried to fill those 
warmers.  Zippo has added a fill-cup, so 
more spilled fuel.  I chose the polished 
chrome 6-hour warmer, but they come in 
a variety of colors.  After doing a test with 
a leading disposable hand warmer and 
my Zippo hand warmer, the Zippo stayed 
warm for about 90-minutes longer.
 If you spend anytime outside during 
the cold, you owe it to yourself to get 
one of these handwarmers.  You will be 
thankful you did.
 The last item I had to have was the 
rugged lantern.  I use lanterns all the 
time, whether it is camping, fishing at 
night, outside grilling, and a lot more.  The 
lantern I used 
all the time 
was a leading 
p r o p a n e 
lantern with a 
glass globe.  I 
was buying 
new globes 3-4 
times a year.  
It seemed that 
it was always 

g e t t i n g 
b r o k e 
somehow.  
Not only 
that, but 
I was 
having to 
purchase 
m a n t l e s 
all the 
t i m e , 
and the 
p r o p a n e 
a l w a y s 
seemed to run out at the worst times.
 I don’t have to worry about any of the 
now.  This rugged lantern has everything 
I need in a lantern.
 The only way this lantern will stop 
working is when you hit the power 
switch.  The Rugged Zippo Lantern can 
be dropped from 5-feet and stay out all 
night in the rain without any problems.  It 
has the brightest light of any LED lantern 
made.  It has brightness modes from 100 
% to 50 % to 10%.  In a survival situation, 
it has an emergency S-O-S setting too.
 Whether you are at home, or find 
yourself in a survival situation where 
your life depends on it, be sure to have 
these products on hand.

Handwarmer

Rugged Lantern
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BUYING STANDING TIMBER & CUT LOGS
Timber purchased using the Select Harvest Method

Licensed timber buyer, walks through the 
process with you steop by step. Good Forest 

Timber is a fully insured, bonded company & an
 Illinois Forestry Association member.

309.579.3000
www.goodforesttimber.com

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523

 When I was a little girl, my big 
brother was the smartest person I knew. 
Three years older, he knew everything. 
We lived in northern Minnesota, on a 
large, rural property, across the road from 
the Mississippi River. He knew where the 
wild strawberries grew, where snakes 
lived, and when it would rain. He taught 
me how to climb trees and what poison 
ivy looked like. Hunting and fishing were 
his hobbies.
     One year, when we were older, 
beautiful pelts, stretched on drying racks 
began appearing in our basement. After 
a few days, they would disappear to be 
replaced by more. These many decades 
later, I remembered those pelts and asked 
him about them. This is what I learned:
     “Trapping usually opened around the 
1st of November. Furs were prime by 
then. You would pick up a license and 
get everything ready. My boat back then 
(early 1960s’) was Grandpas’ old wooden 
flat bottom. It leaked some, so I had a can 
to bail out the water. I gathered a bunch of 
stakes and my traps, maybe 30 or so, and 
head down to the ol’ Mississippi River. 
Two paddles were in order because it 
was hard on them busting through the ice 
that had formed during the night prior. I 
then headed up river “laying steel”. Larger 
rat houses in the old wild rice beds were 
the best. You could pull up on to them, 
get out, dig into the house, find their 
feeding platform, and set your trap. Once 
done, you cover the hole up and start out 
to the next house. The next day I would 
go back and start checking my sets. In the 
evening I would skin and pull the hide over 
a wire stretcher, hanging them up in the 
basement. A few days later they would be 
dry, and after a week or so I would bring 
a bunch to the local fur buyer. Mr. Nelson 
liked my furs. They were clean and the 
guard hairs were undamaged and had a 
nice shine. Three or four dollars each was 

money well earned.  The fashion industry 
would dictate the fur prices. Oh, by the 
way, I never even owned a life jacket, and 
there were no cell phones in those days, 
of course. A big old muskrat bit my hand 
one time. It was so cold out, my hands 
were numb. Probably why no infection 
settled in.” 

 The muskrat 
is not really 
a rat, but it 
is a common 
h e r b i v o r e 
(plant eater) of 
M i n n e s o t a ’s 
wetlands. The 
muskrat and its 
bigger cousin, the beaver, are the only 
mammals that actually build homes in 
the water. That is where they spend the 
winter and raise their young.
 h t t p : / / w w w. d n r. s t a t e . m n . u s /
mammals/muskrat.html 
     In New York State, muskrats have a more 

omnivorous diet in times of vegetation 
shortages or increases in invertebrates; 
such as mollusks, fish, and even turtles. 
“Marsh dwellers may eat aquatic plants 
such as cattails almost exclusively, 
whereas animals in large bodies of water 
such as lakes and ponds may be more 
opportunistic, thus accounting for a more 
omnivorous diet.” 
 h t t p : / / w w w . d e c . n y . g o v /
animals/57561.html 

 I always thought muskrats were 
cute and cuddly, but they have mean 
looking teeth. They also may carry rabies 
and Leptospirosis, among other nasty 
things. Symptoms of Leptospirosis are 
headaches, muscle pains, fevers and in 
extreme cases, bleeding from the lungs or 
meningitis.
      I knew nothing about the dangers and 
hardships facing a trapper, especially 
alone, in a leaky boat, and barely in his 
teens at the time. My brother did not 

buy a book or search Wikipedia. He just 
went out and trapped. When I learned 
that he was self-taught, my respect for 
him has grown. He is still the smartest 
person I know. 

Fun Fact
The Maryland town of Princess Anne, 
has a unique custom on New Year’s Eve. 
A real (stuffed) muskrat, their Goodwill 
Ambassador named Marshal P. Muskrat, 
is lowered 50 feet to usher in the year.

MEET THE MUSKRAT
by Diana Storrs
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This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks 
of  October 1-15; however, it does 

not include all actions taken by the 
Office of Law Enforcement. 

REGION 1 – Captain Laura Petreikis 
District 1 – Sgt. T. Petreikis (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, Ogle, 
Rock Island, Stephenson & Whiteside) 
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri was notified by Animal Control 
of a dead bald eagle along the side of the 
road, but once the ACO arrived the eagle was 
found to be injured but alive. CPO Posateri 
met with the ACO to take possession of the 
eagle. It was discovered to be a banded eagle 
and it was transported to a federally licensed 
veterinarian. After an evaluation was 
completed, the eagle had to be euthanized 
due to the extent of the injuries. The band was 
reported to the USFWS and the eagle was the 

3rd oldest reported eagle in the entire United 
States. He was 35 years old with the record 
being 38 years old. After he was euthanized 
the eagle will be forwarded to the National 
Eagle Repository for Native Americans to use 
during religious and cultural ceremonies.
JO DAVIESS 
CPO Hoogerwerf patrolled Rall Woods State 
Natural Area. An archery deer hunter was 
issued a citation for hunting in a restricted 
area during the youth firearm deer season. 
Hunting on the site is restricted to those with 
site specific firearm deer permits during all 
of the firearm deer seasons (youth, firearm, 
muzzleloader and CWD). 
OGLE COUNTY 
CPO Teas investigated a complaint of a deer 
brought to a local deer processor which 
contained a bullet and bullet holes in Ogle 
County. It was determined the subject 
who brought the deer to the processor had 
killed the deer in Ogle County but lived in 
Will County. CPO Reid was contacted and 
assisted by contacting and interviewing the 
hunter. It was determined the subject was 
bow hunting with his son-in-law and had shot 
the deer poorly with his bow and wounded it. 
The hunter and his son-in-law later located 
the wounded deer and the son-in-law used 
his pistol to shoot the deer and kill it. The 
son-in-law has a concealed carry permit and 
was in possession of his pistol while they 
were archery hunting. The son-in-law was 
informed it is unlawful to be in possession 
of a firearm while archery hunting. The son-

inlaw was issued a citation and a warning for 
the incident. Opening weekend CPO Steven 
Beltran requested assistance from outside 
Conservation Police Officers to conduct a 100 
percent compliance check at Lowden Miller 
State Forest. During the check, in 7 parking 
lots, 60 hunters were inspected and 23 
violations were documented. 
CPO Steven Beltran was conducting a joint 
investigation with Wisconsin and Florida 
Officers regarding a Rockford man who 
was unlawfully harvesting ginseng. The 
man transferred the uncertified ginseng to 
Wisconsin to sell and was apprehended by 
Wisconsin officers. A total of 4.2 pounds of 
ginseng were seized and arrests are pending 
in several states. 

IDNR Region 1, District 1 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
Several hours of research and investigation 
resulted in the discovery of baited areas in 
Stephenson County where CPO Steven Beltran 
has made efforts to catch deer hunters in the 
stand. Continual efforts are being made to 
arrest the poachers responsible for these 
violations. 
WHITESIDE COUNTY 
CPO Palumbo issued multiple citations for 
sportfishing with no fishing licenses on the 
Rock River during a weekend patrol. 

District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire
BUREAU COUNTY 
CPO Finn responded to a hunter interference 
complaint. Landowner complained his 
neighbor was purposely shooting guns to 
prevent hunters from being able to archery 
deer hunt. Investigation pending. 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Filipiak was on numerous sport fishing 
checks which lead to: 2 individuals were 
issued citations for fishing with no valid 
fishing license 2 Individuals were fishing 
without permission on private land.
CPO Jansen investigated a boat accident 
at Lake Holiday. A man was attempting to 
fish while operating his boat and ran into a 
private dock causing it to sink. The operator 
attempted to flee the scene with part of the 
dock attached to his boat. He was confronted 
by a fisherman and pushed the section that 
was attached to his boat in to the water 
and then fled to his house. The subject was 
issued 3 citations and a written warning. 
PUTNAM COUNTY 
CPO Finn and CPO Stanbary did compliance 
checks of Youth Waterfowl hunters during 
Youth weekend in Putnam County. No 
enforcement was taken just checks and 
opportunities to speak with youth hunters. 
District 7, Sgt. Scott Avery  
TAZEWELL COUNTY

BULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!

(309) 342-0044
gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

New & Used Guns • Black Powder 
Supplies • Catalog Orders

Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years

ZANCHA’S GUNS & AMMO
BUY • SELL • TRADE

AREA’S LARGEST STOCKING GUN DEALER!
Glock Stocking Dealer, Henry Gold Dealer . . . 

We Carry All Major Brands!
Find Lots of Accessories & Reloading Supplies:
Brass, Bullets, Powder, Primers, Shot & Wads

217-873-6567
108 EAST STATE ST., LOVINGTON IL 61937

guns@zanchasguns.com • www.ZanchasGuns.comM-F: 10am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com

217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!
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CPO VanZant responded to a complaint of 
two subjects fishing without permission. 
One subject was cited for not having any 
life jackets in his Jon boat. Multiple written 
warnings were issued for various boat safety 
violations. 

REGION 2 – Captain Brett Scroggins 
District 2 – Sgt. Rich Riedel 
KANE 
In March of 2015 CPO Semenik was called 
to investigate a possible hunting without 
permission case in Kane County. Since then 
a thorough investigation has been completed. 
The investigation revealed an Indiana man 
and a Chicago man killed two doe whitetail 
deer on the complainant’s property and a 
large 9 point buck was also killed close to 
the property. The two men also cut down a 
considerable amount of trees for shooting 
lanes on the property they did not have 
permission to hunt. On October 3rd CPO 
Semenik traveled to interview the two men. 
The men filmed the hunt of the two doe 
and the videos were recovered as evidence. 

Citations were issued for unlawfully hunting 
on land without permission of owner, 
destruction of personal property of another 
while hunting, unlawful take of doe whitetail 
deer, and failure to report harvest 9 point 
buck 10 pm on same calendar day. 
CPO Siedsma received a phone call on 
Saturday, Oct. 1st , from a subject brushing his 
blind on the Fox River north of Carpentersville 
stating that he observed two subjects in 
camo floating down the river in kayaks 
shooting ducks and geese. Upon arrival the 
complainant showed me the location of the 
subjects and both subjects were stopped and 
in possession of two Canada Geese, three 
Mallards, and two Cormorants. When asked 
when waterfowl season opens, they both 
responded “today, Oct.1”. Subjects were 
issued the appropriate citations. 
LAKE COUNTY 
CPO VanWiltenburg found a subject in 
possession of a 6 inch largemouth bass 
where there is a 15 inch minimum size limit. 
One citation was issued. 
CPO Wagner while working opening day of 
bow season cited an individual for hunting 
over bait and a written warning for unlawful 

feeding of whitetail deer. 
CPO Wagner while conducting sport fish 
enforcement near Spring Lake cited an 
individual for failure to immediately release 
short bass. Another individual was given 
a written warning for fishing license not in 
possession. 
CPO Kelley, along with CPO VanWiltenburg, 
checked a group of anglers in Lincolnshire. 
CPO Kelley found one of fishermen to be in 
possession of an undersized Largemouth 
Bass. CPO VanWiltenburg witnessed the 
subject dump a bucket into the pond as 
CPO Kelley approached. It was found that 
the subject had dumped live bait fish into 
the water. The subject was cited for failing 
to release the undersized fish, as well as 
releasing aquatic life without permission of 
the IDNR. 
McHENRY COUNTY 
CPO Semenik arrested an Elmwood man 
unlawfully fishing without consent of 

landowner at an abandoned property lake in 
McHenry County. There has been a standing 
complaint at this location for several years 
and there is strictly no trespassing. During 
further investigation CPO Semenik reviewed 
McHenry County’s court records and found 
the man was arrested for the same offense 
in 2012 at this location. The man was also 
charged with criminal trespass to land and 
his fishing pole was seized as evidence. 
CPO Kelley issued citations to two individuals 
fishing without licenses at Moraine Hills 
State Park.

District 3 – Sgt. Mark Simon 
WILL COUNTY CPO Reid responded to a 
complaint at the DesPlaines Conservation 
Area of two men in a restricted area 
“shooting at anything” with a shotgun. 
When he arrived, CPO Reid located two 
men who stated they were “dove hunting” 
and had a dead robin in a backpack. CPO 

Police . . . continued

YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
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ANTIQUES – COLLECTIBLES & MUCH MORE!
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receive 20% off all ammunition. 

A special thanks for your service!
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Reid immediately recognized the two men, 
having arrested them several weeks earlier 
for shooting a turkey out of season from the 
window of their vehicle. Each man received 
a citation for hunting without permission and 
unlawful take of a protected species. The 
shotgun was seized as evidence. 
CPO Reid cited a deer hunter at DesPlaines 
Conservation Area for hunting over bait. 
CPO Reid cited a deer hunter for hunting on 
private property without permission. 
CPO Reid cited a deer hunter for hunting without 
permission, destruction of private property 
while hunting, and invalid archery permits. 
The man had recently been cited by CPOs for 
hunting without permission earlier in the year. A 
compound bow was seized as evidence. 

District 4 – Sgt. Bill Shannon  
COOK COUNTY 
CPO Whitchurch was on patrol at Lake 
Michigan when he observed two subjects 
drinking beer while fishing. CPO Whitchurch 
observed both subjects toss their beer cans 
into the water. Contact was made with 
both subjects and citations were issued for 
unlawful pollution of a waterway. 
CPO Whitchurch was on patrol at a Lake 
Michigan harbor when he observed a subject 
unlawfully snagging salmon while standing 
on a bridge. When a subject next to the 
unlawful fisherman saw CPO Whitchurch, he 
notified the subject. The unlawful fisherman 
immediately leaned his fishing pole up 
against the bridge wall and ran across the 

street. CPO Whitchurch located the subject 
at the water’s edge and cited the subject for 
unlawfully snagging. 
CPO Whitchurch observed three subjects 
fishing at the Lincoln Park Lagoon. One of the 
subjects who did not have valid sport fishing 
license ceased fishing as soon as he saw 
CPO Whitchurch. The subject was cited. 
DUPAGE COUNTY 
CCPO Mooi investigated a deer feeding case 
in West Chicago; the homeowner admits 
to having a compulsion to feed animals. 
Enforcement action is pending. 
LAKE COUNTY 
CPO Vaughan and CPO Farber assisted the 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office with a search 
for a subject wanted on numerous felony 
warrants. The subject had fled from his car 
and headed into a nearby wooded area near 
the town of Wadsworth. CPOs assisted Lake 
County Sheriff’s Deputy D. Arrowood and his 
dog with a track of the wooded area. The 
subject was located and taken into custody 
by the Sheriff’s office. 

REGION 3 – Captain Jim Mayes District 
11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CPO Greuel is investigating a report of 
trespass to harvest Ginseng in Cumberland 
County. 
SHELBY COUNTY 
CPO Moody cited a Sullivan man for archery 
deer hunting with no hunting license in 
Shelby County. 

District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Viverito worked two baited deer stands 
during the first weekend of the archery deer 
season. CPO Viverito arrested a DeWitt man 
for hunting over bait in Clinton Lake State 
Park. 
CPO Viverito handled a complaint on two 
Clinton men that had various deer hunting 
violations. One Clinton man dumped a deer 
that only had the backstraps taken out of the 
harvested deer on Clinton Lake State Park 
property. The other Clinton man dumped a 
deer that he had harvested the day before but 
failed to check in. Citations were issued to 
each hunter. 
IROQUOIS COUNTY 
Sgt. Williamson received a complaint from 
the Iroquois County Conservation Area site 
staff about baited and illegally placed tree 
stands. CPOT Ausmus and Sgt. Williamson 
discovered two Chicago deer hunters hunting 
with the aid of bait. Both were issued 
citations for the violations.
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPOT Sanford and CPO Cottrell located a 
Georgetown resident trespassing on private 
property to fish the Little Vermilion River. The 
subject was also found to be fishing without a 
valid sportfishing license. The subject was issued 
a citation for the license violation and a WW for 
fishing without permission of landowner. 

REGION 4 – Captain Jamie Maul District 
9 – Sgt. Mark Wagner 
BROWN COUNTY 
CPO Blakeley cited a subject in Brown County 
for hunting deer with the aid of bait and 
for illegally feeding deer on the opener of 
archery season. When CPO Blakeley made 
contact with the subject in the field, a doe 
was feeding on the corn the subject placed in 
front of his deer stand. There was also a large 
mineral lick on the property. 

GREENE COUNTY 
CPO Gushleff arrested two subjects for 
hunting without permission of landowner. 
The two illegal hunters drove by the farmer 
who was harvesting crops. The farmer called 
the Greene County Sheriff’s office and CPO 
Gushleff was contacted. When CPO Gushleff 
confronted the two men, they knew the 
name of the farmer and insisted they had 
permission to hunt there. After the farmer 
was contacted, he stated he has never heard 
of the two men and only gave permission to 
his immediate family to hunt there. 
SCHUYLER COUNTY 
CPOs Myers and Blakeley located a father 
with his daughter hunting over bait during 
the youth firearm deer season. They were 
also in possession of 2 untagged deer and 
the daughter was not wearing any blaze 
orange. The father admitted to placing bait 
and allowing his daughter to shoot 2 deer. 
He was going to put his tags on the deer. 

District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone 
CASS COUNTY 
CPOs Bettis and Thornley issued a subject 
hunting in Jim Edgar Panther Creek a citation 
for hunting deer by the aid of bait (mineral). 
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Rolfingsmeier, while working the opener 
of archery deer season along the Mississippi 
River Front in East St. Louis, came across 
two fishermen illegally fishing on private 
property. The two fishermen who were from 
the Chicago area were both issued citations 
for fishing without permission. 
CPO Rolfingsmeier received a tip from 
a father and son who were firearm deer 
hunting for the youth firearm season and 
came across a bow hunter on the property 
they were hunting not wearing the required 
blaze orange. CPO Rolfingsmeier interviewed 
the bow hunter and the bow hunter did not 
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have a hunting license, deer permits and did 
not have permission to be on the property 
he was on. The bow hunter was issued 2 
citations and 2 written warnings. 

REGION 5 – Captain Tim Daiber District 
14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens 
District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
CPO Smith and CPO Roper received 
information from an anonymous source 
stating there was a deer hanging in a barn 
near Brownstown. The CPOs arrived and 
CPO Smith walked up to the barn where he 
observed parts of a deer. The hunter exited 
the house and approached CPO Smith. CPO 
Smith asked the hunter why the deer was 
not tagged. The hunter said he killed it a very 
close to the location where they were at; just 
down the hill. CPO Smith told the hunter the 
deer needed to be tagged immediately upon 
kill. CPO Smith asked to see the hunter’s 
credentials. The hunter handed CPO Smith 
his archery deer permit and hunting license/
habitat stamp. The deer permit had a 
confirmation # written on it in the appropriate 
place. The hunter had already reported 
the harvest. CPO Smith issued one written 
warning for failing to tag deer immediately 
upon kill. 

MARION COUNTY 
CPO Smith and CPO Roper were working 
archery deer hunting and checked an area 
where CPO Smith had recently found bait 
placed on the ground for the purpose of 
luring in deer. The CPOs walked to the area 
and noted the bait had been removed. There 
were still fragments of grain and mineral 
block where CPO Smith had initially observed 
the bait pile a few weeks prior. The CPOs 
continued on into the property and found a 
male and female archery hunter located in 
an elevated pole stand. CPO Smith asked the 
occupants to come down to the ground. CPO 
Smith checked their credentials and told CPO 
Roper to check the immediate area for bait. 
CPO Roper found an area in the corner of the 
property within 50 yards of the stand that 
contained fragments of grain, mineral block, 
and apples. The area looked as if the hunter 
attempted to clean up some of the bait; but 
left a considerable amount on the ground. 
Another hunter was hunting on the west side 
of the area as well. CPO Smith explained to 
the hunters that every fragment of bait had to 
be removed and they could not hunt the area 
for 10 days after such bait was removed. 
CPO Smith issued one citation to each hunter 
for hunting deer over bait, and one written 
warning for feeding deer. 
WAYNE COUNTY CPO Buhnerkempe and 
CPO Roper were on routine patrol in Wayne 
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County when they located a deer hanging 
in a garage. Upon inspection of the deer it 
was discovered the deer had been the legal 
harvest of Youth hunter during the youth 
firearm deer season. The nine year old hunter 
had legally harvested a 21 point buck. 
CPO Buhnerkempe and CPO Roper were on 
routine patrol in Wayne County when they 
located three archery deer hunters. All three 
individuals were not wearing the required 
blaze orange clothing required during youth 
firearm season. One of the subjects did not 
have a valid hunting license and the other 
two individuals were transporting uncased 
bows on an ATV. Two citations for failure 
to wear required blaze were issued. Two 
written warnings were issued for illegal 
transportation of an uncased bow on an 
ATV, one written warning for failure to wear 
required blaze orange, and one written 
warning for no valid hunting license. 
CPO Buhnerkempe and CPO Roper observed 
an ATV hauling a deer traveling out of the 
woods. Upon inspection, it was discovered 
the deer had no valid archery deer permit 
attached to the deer. One citation was issued 
for failure to tag whitetail deer immediately. 

District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor 
JOHNSON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson patrolled district lakes 
checking fishermen. Three subjects were 
cited for no fishing licenses. Other subjects 
were issued written warnings for various fish 
and boat violations. 
PERRY COUNTY 
A subject who came back to Pyramid State 
Park to look for a deer which he shot the 
night before was disappointed. After arriving 
in the area he had last observed the deer run, 
he located the buck’s body but the head was 
cut-off. The hunter contacted CPO Mohrman 
and an investigation into where the head had 
gone ensued. 
UNION COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek and CPO Knop located an area 
baited with a large amount of corn. CPO 
Vasicek returned during the youth firearm 
season and contacted an adult with a youth 
hunter whom was hunting the bait; multiple 
other violations were discovered as well, 
including blaze orange requirement, no 
hunting license, and other baited sites. Two 
citations and multiple written warnings were 
issued to the adult
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by Roland Cheek
www.RolandCheek.com

 Like me, the guy grows long in the 
tooth and he’s a tad on the pudgy side. Like 
me, he peers nearsightedly over the tops of 
his glasses and his cheeks are perpetually 
flushed by spending lots of time outdoors in 
all kinds of weather. Unlike me, though, the 
guy has hair—lots of hair. But like my little, 
his lot is white.
 He laughs often and smiles a bunch 
and if you ran a popularity contest, he’d win 
hands down in any land on earth—with the 
possible exception of the ayatollahs’ Iran.
But the queer thing about this bird is his 
popularity is based on no known public 
relations script. He employs no Madison 
Avenue advertising agency, no political 
advisors, no Gallup or Yankelovitch polling 
service. Yet his popularity consistently 
exceeds that of the Pope, Newt Gingrich, 
and Beavis and Butthead combined.
 He does have a hammerlock on the 
media, though. Word of him builds steadily 
to a crescendo, always reached in each 
year’s waning days. He’s celebrated in song 
and verse; stories are written about him; 
his profile is considered favorable and is 
often visited by artists of all stripes. Yet 
he wears atrocious clothing that is gaudily 
colored to attract attention. His public 
appearances are pompous and dictatorial. 
Kind of “Trumpian” if you ask me.
 Refreshingly, however, the guy 
eschews corporate giants or politicians 
with influence to treat with the commonest 
of commoners who stand in line, sometimes 
for hours, to sit on his knee and spill their 
woes. Wisely this man with no talent for 
diplomacy slants his appeal to the young, 
assuring a consistent cadre of support into 
perpetuity. Still, his popularity cannot be 
well understood for he keeps his tradesmen 
in bondage and uses animals harshly and 

without relief.
 He, himself, works but one evening 
per year. And while it cannot be argued 
that the guy in the red suit works like a 
Trojan when he works, one cannot but 
wonder how Santa Claus supports the 
missus and himself during the rest of the 
year? Is he on public dole?
 Certainly there must be a horde of 
creditors in pursuit of the guy. I mean the 
heating bill alone for a tawdry shack in 
northern climes would break J.P. Morgan 
. . . before taxes.
 Think for a moment the cost of mail 
delivery to the rest of us taxpayers. Gearing 
up for hauling tons of mail to the frozen 
North must cost the U.S. Postal Service 
an arm and a leg—our arm and our leg. 
Without mail delivery to the North Pole, 
we could probably return to the 3-cent 
stamp. Or at least the 29-cent stamp.
 What prompts this tirade?
 The very best reason of all: I received 

poor treatment. It all began while recently 
passing through a shopping mall on my way 
to an ice cream stand. While entering I was 
accosted by bell ringing, red-suited Santas 
exhibiting forced smiles. To top that, I had 
to fight my way through more tinsel-draped 
trees than abounds in a snow-laden spruce 
forest. What’s worse is the line I thought led 
to the ice cream counter, wound to the knee 

of a union-suited, white-haired and long 
bearded fat old guy who exhibited a cheer 
he could in no way realistically possess.
   I know this because all his exuded 
charm disappeared like a July snowbank 
when I reached the head of the line and 
took my place.
 I asked, “Does this mean I won’t get 
my Zeiss 10X20’s again this year?”
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 There is little to disturb any collector 
of classic memorabilia more than to see the 
apparent “repair” or some other presumed 
necessary input done by unqualified hands. 
That sort of effort is as unwelcome as a 
barn painter attempting to re-touch the 
Mona Lisa. Most reasonable people would 
realize that if their ef forts were failing 
to improve the situation, then they ought 
to employ the services of a professional 
to complete whatever was thought to be 
required. If some unintended damage was 
inflicted during the initial effort, then there 
would be some limitation to the damage and 
subsequent required refurbishment if poor 
effort was cut short. That point of cutting 
short the effort is where the amateur is 
separated from the Butcher that slogs on in 
spite of the dastardly outcome. Those that 

don’t know when to say “NO” are the bane 
to civilization’s progress throughout time. 
Visible evidence that is in your face makes 
the ability to ignore defects all the harder, 
and having multiple zones of embarrassing 
crudeness is just piling more stenches onto 
the pile. One such example that could bring 
tears to the eyes of a Model-12 collector 
had problems from one end to the other. 
 The first obvious condition was heaped 
upon the forend wood retaining nut by 
application of toothy pliers to rotate the 
nut into position. There must have been 
multiple episodes of grip loss that made 
numerous tooth-edge impressions in the 
adjacent magazine tube, and the “grand 
inflictor” was not shy about making marks 
in the greater portion of the visible length 
of the magazine tube. This first picture set 

shows some of the markings of the retaining 
cap and various sections of the magazine 
tube. 
 The tube has an assortment of scars,
scratches, and dents that in some places 
can inhibit follower and cartridge motion 
inside the tube. This view is just a small 
amount of the total. It took a considerable 
amount of time and effort to make so much 
visible evidence of continual carelessness.
 This specific Winchester Model-12 had 
originally been manufactured to chamber 
2-9/16” 16 ga. cartridges when it was made 
in 1915. In later years these models started 

being chambered for 2-3/4” shells and 
there was a conversion process available 
to update the earlier production units. The 
factory did many conversions and trained 
many warranty shop gunsmiths in the 
process, as well. The upper frame of the 
two pictured is a later version that came as 
a 2-3/4” type and has the updated factory 
ejection port shape.
 The lower frame has the port altered at 
the rear end with the left arrow indicating 
the exposed back end of the bolta decidedly 
unsuitable modification. The port of that 
frame also has a bit of alteration at the 
lower front area indicated
by the dashed arrow. The front of the port is 
not altered to the level of clearance of the 
main section of the factory port in the top 
frame. See that the top frame has the arrow 
indicating that the extractor has more of 
the side exposed in that port than in the 
lower port. Therefore, the upper port has 
improved front end shell ejection clearance 
vs. the older version with improper port 
alteration.
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 Another segment of the shell 
conversion is to lengthen the barrel 
chamber to accept the longer shell. This 
is usually a straightforward process as 
long as the technician has the knowledge 
of the fact that a portion of the chamber 
length is accounted for by the chamber ring 
mounted inside the frame. The chamber ring 
remains with the frame when the barrel is 
dismounted, but if the worker is unaware 
of this detail, they may do as the goof-in-
charge did with this shot gun’s barrel.
 The two barrels shown here have 
chamber length gauges inserted to measure 
the depth to the chamber end. The right 
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barrel has a normal length for the 2-3/4” 
Model-12, but the left barrel has been 
altered to have the dismounted barrel 
chamber extended to 2-3/4” plus the 
chamber ring- thus making this setup a 
nominal 3” total chamber length. It is too 
bad that there are no 3” 16 gauge shells or 
any other 3” 16 ga. guns ever manufactured, 
so this is a one-of-a-kind flub (we wish).
 The next detail to notice is that the 
edge of a normal chamber is shown on the 
right side of this comparison picture, and 
the edge is fairly crisp with a definite corner 
present at the mating face that meets the 
chamber ring. The left chamber has the 
edge chamfered and is indicated by the 
arrow that proves the aforementioned goof 
had extended the chamber with a reamer 
that included a rim-cut section. That cutter 
edge made contact at the full depth of the 
cut, but the mating face of the barrel end 
should have remained untouched. In other 
words, the goof not only over-extended the 
chamber, the factory fit face and edge is 

now adversely affected by inclusion of an 
unwelcome over-cut to the edge. As this 
shotgun is inspected, each new pathetic 
discovery increases the new owner’s 
disappointment.
 In some past situation the buttplate 
must have been damaged or cracked, and 
some handyman imitating a cobbler tacked 
on a piece of leather or other substitute for a 
buttplate. Notice the multitude of tack holes 
present around the wood periphery, but for 
some reason the tacks and material have 
been removed. The best that can be said 
about this detail is that the tacks fortunately 
did not create exterior splits to the wood, 
so if a replacement plate is fitted, there 
will be no external evidence of the previous 
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circumstance.
 Just to prove that even a simple job 
can be compromised, the replacement 
front bead was damaged by inserting the 
threaded shank too far into the bead base. 
The left side view is of a new bead, and the 
right side shows the bead insert bulging out 
of the top of the bead body. The shank depth 
was not controlled in the bead- thus curving 
the plastic insert upward and creating 
tension cracks in the plastic. The advantage 
of having multiple-choice threaded shanks 
can be negated by damaging or breaking 
the desired component- the Hi-Viz insert 
that is meant to improve sight acquisition in 
faint light conditions.

 It is truly unfortunate that there was so 
much lack of self control concerning these 
mentioned details, and it must be presumed 
that there are other examples of equally 
faulty workmanship created by those same 
hands out there to still be discovered. Let’s 
hope that you don’t find them on a gun 
you own- but if you do, by chance- have a 
professional remediate any safety issues 
before you dispose of the stinker.
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 Greetings to all from everyone at the 
BAI! We hope you all had a great holiday 
season and are enjoying the outdoors still 
this winter. Many bowfishers still are! 
Fortunately many rivers have yet to freeze 
over and the days when temps stay above 
freezing offer some of the best bowfishing 
you can enjoy. But please be VERY careful 
if you venture out on a cold river. A fall into 
the water can end up ending your days on 
the water due to the cold. Bowfish with a 
buddy just in case! Here are some of the 
reports we have been getting!
 Rick Urban tells us the Illinois River 
is still offering plenty of great bowfishing 
for buffalo and the occasional asian carp. 
Rick has been hitting the river every 
chance he can and has been bringing 
in some impressive harvests, mainly at 
night. Included is a picture of his partners 
Josh Swietek and Mitch Senica.
 Adam Cooper has been hitting the Fox 
River hard and finding some gar, common 
carp and drum. Adam tells us the water 
is crystal clear and he is finding fish in 
the deeper pools. Small boats or canoes 
are whats needed in the Fox due to the 
shallow flats and rocks.
 Robert Glen has been hitting the 
DesPlaines river near Wilmington and 
finding some real nice asian carp, common 
carp and buffalo at night. The Lower 

DesPlaines rarely freezes over 100% due 
to barge traffic and hot water discharges. 
And like most rivers the water clarity 
greatly improves in winter due to less 
boat traffic. Pictured are Robert and his 
bowfishing partner Shane Leslie.
 Cold weather is no reason to stop 
shooting fish! Get out and get some today!

MUZZY BOWFISHING TO SPONSOR 
2017 MUZZY BOWFISHER OF THE 
YEAR COMPETITION!
 We are very happy to report that Muzzy 
will once again be the sponsor of the BAIs 
yearly Bowfisher Of The Year Competition! 
On Jan. 1st we will start signing participants 
up and will close sign up on April 1st. Our 
thanks to Mark Land and Muzzy for their 
continued support! We will have big news 
on new Muzzy gear coming out for the 2017 
season next month!

AMS BOWFISHING TO SPONSOR 
NEW BOWFISHER OF THE MONTH 
COMPETITION FOR 2017!
 Our thanks once again to AMS 
Bowfishing for their support of the BAI’s 
AMS BOWFISHER OF THE MONTH 
COMPETITIONS! Starting April 1st we will 
have a monthly big fish contest on our FB 
pages where members can submit pictures 
of their recent catch next to a ruler and be 
awarded points for 1st thru 5th. More info 
including rules to come next month. We 

will send the monthly winner a complete 
arrow with AMS Anchor Tip and second 
place will get a complete arrow with a AMS 
Chaos tip! HGeat arrows and once you win 
one you will surely be stocking up! Already 
looking forward to the 2017 season! 

NEW FOR 2017-AMS RIPZ TIPS
 AMS bowfishing has come up with 
another great idea, the AMS Ripz Tips! 
These are replacement tips that can be 
used on all their arrow points and 99% of 
all mfgrs points. What makes the Ripz stand 
out is the new style cutting edge that some 
describe as a broadhead for carp! As seen 
in the photo these tips will greatly increase 
arrow penetration and be especially useful 
on deeper fish or those requiring a longer 
shot where the arrow travels thru more 
water. Get yours at www.amsbowfishing.
com! Here is the official description on the 
Ripz from AMS.
 “The tip is 
machined from 
a high grade 
stainless steel 
and put through 
a special heat 
treat process for 
durability and 
strength. The 

BAI NEWS
By Ed DeVries

ITS COLD BUT THE 
BOWFISHING IS 
STILL GOOD!

unique faceted Ripz tip slices through 
the toughest scales, providing the best 
penetrating tip ever. The outer edges come 
together to form a sharp cutting edge for 
arrow entry, while specialized facets on 
either side of the point offer a tapered 
surface for unmatched penetration. 
The Ripz replacement tips are built for 
performace and will fit all standard ¼-28 
threaded points. Sold two per pack.”

The AMS Ripz Tip Adam With Fox River Gar
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NEW BOWFISHING FOR CATFISH 
REGULATIONS ARE OUT!
 The IDNR has posted the new 
regulations allowing bowfishing for catfish 
for public comment. These regulations will 
go into effect April 1st. The BAI began 
working with the IDNR several years ago 
to gain the opportunity to add catifsh to 
the legal species list so that a bowfisher 
could take a catfish for the fryer now and 
then. A law had to be changes and the 
whole process was very exciting for those 
who bowfish! We once again thank the 
IDNR and especially the Fisheries Division 
for supporting bowfishing and all other 
outdoor sport interests! Here are the new 
regulations for catfish bowfishing!
 Catfish species may only be taken 
in rivers and connected public (wholly 
accessible by boat) backwaters as noted 
in subsection (d)(4) through (15) below.
4)  Mississippi River connected public 

(wholly accessible by boat) backwaters, 
including that portion of the Kaskaskia 
River below the navigation lock and 
dam, except:

 A)  Quincy Bay, including Quincy Bay 
Waterfowl Management Area.

 B)  Spring Lake in the Upper Mississippi 

River Wildlife and Fish Refuge.
 C)  Mark Twain U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service National Wildlife Refuge 
Waters (except by special permit).

5)  Illinois River and connected public 
(wholly accessible by boat) backwaters 
from Route 89 highway bridge 
downstream, except for:

 A)  U.S. Fish and Wildlife National 
Refuge Waters.

 B)  Meredosia Lake in Cass and 
Morgan Counties during the 
central zone duck season.

 C)  Clear Lake in Mason County 7 days 
prior to and during the central zone 
duck season.

 D)  Route 89 highway bridge to Starved 
Rock Dam for the commercial 
removal of Asian carp only by a 
limited number of restricted period 
contracts.

6) Wabash River.
7)  Embarras River, except from Route 

130 in Coles County upstream to the 
Harrison Street Bridge, including Lake 
Charleston.

8)  Sangamon River, downstream of Belt 
Route 48 southwest of Decatur to 
mouth in Cass County.

9)  Kaskaskia River south of Route U.S. 50 
Bridge to mouth in Randolph County.

10) Little Wabash River.
11)  Big Muddy River south of State Route 

14 highway bridge in Franklin County 
to mouth in Jackson County.

12) Skillet Fork.
13)  Cache River from Route 51 

downstream to the Mississippi River 
via Cache Diversion Channel, but not 
including that portion of the Cache 
River between the Cache Diversion 
Channel Levee and the Ohio River.

14)  Saline River in Gallatin and Saline 
Counties.

15) Ohio River, except for:
 A)  Lock and Dam 52 downstream to a 

line perpendicular with the end of 
the longest lock wall, including the 
circular cell portion.

 B)  Lock and Dam 53 downstream to a 
line perpendicular with the end of 
the longest lock wall, including the 
circular cell portion.

 C)  Smithland Dam downstream to a 
line perpendicular to the end of the 
outer lock wall.

 D)  Within 50 yards of the mouth of 
any tributary or stream

The season is coming up fast!!

Josh & Mitch On The Illinois

Robert & Shane On The Desplaines
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A WINTER DREAM 
By Dan Gapen, Sr.

 It started out cold! I know! It’s 
December 18th 2013 when I write this 
column for the February issue of ASO. 
So cold that in central Minnesota, where 
I live, tonight’s temperature will hit 26 
below, with tomorrow’s high 14 below. 
Time to keep the bird feeders full of 
black sunflower seeds. Time to start the 
wood burning stove, to save on furnace 
propane. Maybe time to prepare for an 
ice fishing trip with my buddy, Bob Kook. 
No, approaching the age of 85 on April 
9, a trip to Florida fishing off the keys 
sounds better. Maybe just writing about 
a trip with ‘Bobber’ Anne and our friend 

Dale Rothstein taken out of Key West 
with Captain Gary Maconi will do.
 Now let’s warm up!
 Our trip began at seven A.M. headed 
for St. Marys reef, a 35 minute run south 
after leaving dock at Keys Harbor in Key 
West. Our targets were anything that 
was willing to bite. The date was two 
days after New Year’s Day, five years ago. 
As we passed several flat shrubbery filled 
islands, small keys as they’re known in 
this region of the world, our captain 
mentioned there were a number of great 
Permit flats, and holes amongst these 
islands. And, if we had the time on the 

way back we might give them a try. That 
was alright with me. There’s nothing like 
a line burning Permit on your rod and reel, 
to heat up a day of angling in saltwater.
 Approaching Mary’s reef we noted 
there was a shrimp trailer anchored a 
block from where we were scheduled to 
fish…”Guys I’m going to pull up to those 
guys and buy some bait.  They always 
have ‘by-catch’ that we can use.
‘ By-Catch’ consists of sardines, small 
Porgy, Mackerel, as well as dozens of 
different species of crabs; excellent dead 
bait to use on set lines while you are 
anchored.  Dale pulled a $10.00 bill out 

of his pocket and asked if this would be 
enough to buy us what we needed.  Our 
captain’s responded “more than enough”.  
So we pulled up and the four man crew 
asked us in Spanish, what they could do 
for us.  Thankfully Captain Maconi spoke 
Spanish.  Handing the ten dollar bill up to 
one of the crew brought a huge grin from 
all of them.  Moments later, two scoop 
shovels of a conglomeration of species 
of the sea were dumped into the cooler.  
Gary indicated they would be for more 
than we could ever use.
 “Bastante” the pair of shovelers 
responded.  I asked Anne what they had 

Off we go headed for St. Marys Reef 
35 minutes South of Key West

The Shrimper our bait shop away 
from home
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Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

Hard to Find . . . Easy to Deal with, worth the Hunt!

GUNS GALORE
GUN SALES & REPAIRS

Most Major Brands
Over 35 years Gunsmithing experience!

CENTRAL ILLINOIS GUN HEADQUARTERS

217.732.3871
Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 & Saturday 10 - 2

1205 Woodlawn Rd. • Lincoln, IL 62656 • On Old Rt. 66 • Rt. 10 & 121

BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!

said, and was told they said we could 
have more being that $10.00 was more 
than what we’d been given.  The dead ‘by-
catch’ would have been dumped back in 
the sea as they pulled anchor, and headed 
for shore.  This buying ‘by-catch’ from 
shrimpers or other commercial fishing 
boats is common practice on salt water.  
We cast netted a couple dozen Ballyhoo  
on the way out, which went into one of the 
boat’s live wells.  These would be used live 
for any sailfish or marlin we encountered 
off Mary’s Riff which often happened.  St. 
Mary’s is the last structure at the end of 
the Florida South end of the Keys.  Here, 
you may find any fish which swim in these 
waters.  We rigged four lines.  One with 
a live ballyhoo, two dead bait lines, one 
with a crab another with a half-pound 
dead Porgy and the fourth with a 7 inch 
Flub Dub crankbait.  With a constant tide 
current flow running beneath the boat, it 
was easy to set the lines.  A fifth rod, one 
rigged with a five pound weight, and these 
dead crabs on a 8/0 hook, was lowered off 
the bow rod holder.  This was intended to 
entice any large or small grouper which 
might be below us.

 Shortly after anchored a decent 
yellow tail Jack slammed the Flub Dub, 
and Anne was into our first fish.  Just 
as she brought her fish to the boat, the 
Ballyhoo rod went off and I was into King 
Mackerel, a nice one.  Dale guessed him 
to weigh in at 36 or 37 pounds…my turn.  
Like most Kings, he went skyward on 
his first run.  That first run like so many 
Wahoo styled ocean fish, saw my King 
cut surface water in a grey hounding 
fashion, his silver sides flashing in the 
morning sun.  They say the wahoo is the 
fastest fish that swims in ocean waters, 
but I believe the King takes second place.
 Captain Maconi had just driven a 
gaff into the giant King when the bow 
rod bent double and line began to zip 
off.  Something big had engaged the 
crabs, which were suspended ten feet 
off bottom.  Just as Dale grabbed the 
rod and extracted it from its holder, 
whatever it was let go.  “Big Grouper or 
a Jew fish” commented Captain Maconi, 
as Dale reeled in a baitless hook, and its 
five pound sinker in.”  Dan gave me three 
more of those dead crabs.  Anne you take 
this rod.  Whatever took it is big.  “Have 

you ever caught a big Goliath Grouper 
(Jewish)”,  Dale instructed and asked my 
partner.
 “No, but Dan caught a 310 pounder 
in Costa Rica two years ago” came 
Anne’s response to Dale’s question.  At 
that point both dead bait rods went off.  
Things were suddenly hot as Dale and I 
worked the pair of Redfish in, with Anne 
still on the bow rod.
 “”Dale, he’s back again” yelped 
‘Bobber’ Anne, as her rod began to bend, 
and line slowly pulled off the reel.  “I’m 
going to set the hook” Anne continued 

her conversation.  Moments later, with 
Anne’s rod tip a foot below surface and 
her arms stretched towards the sea 
bottom Dale had his Red in and jumped 
to help Anne with her brute.  Finally, 
with Dale’s help they managed to bring 
her rod into a fighting position and a 
hurried battle began.  First, Anne was 
about to be pulled overboard, then the 
monster below was coming up.  Then 
it was Anne’s turn to yell ‘help’ as the 
brute gained leverage and took line; then 
Anne was bent over the stern of the boat.  
This continued until, finally we could see 

Anne’s 290 pound Grouper pops 
to the surface like a big balloon

Now let’s land this monster It’s going to take more 
than two of us

Over she went! One swipe of the 
monsters tail is all it took
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Winter Dream ... continued
her fish as it came to within 20 feet of 
surface.  Next the line went slack and 
like a large balloon the Jew fish popped 
to the surface.
 At that point the Ballhoo Rod went 
off again and I was forced to take the 
rod.  Talk about a circus?  We had one 
going!  Since placing the anchor less 
than an hour had past.  Captain Gary 
became cameraman, I landed a small 
King and Dale measured Anne’s Goliath 
Grouper.  On Gary’s weight chart her 
Jew fish would have tipped the scales 
just under 290 pounds.  Dale kept saying 
she’d beat my 310 pound monster but 
back at deck the measurements told the 
truth.  At least 25 pounds under mine.  
‘AINT THAT A SHAME.’
 Before I continue I must tell you the 
story about WET Bobber Anne.  As Dale, 
Captain Gary and Anne were releasing 
the monster fish,  Anne had stepped up 
on the boat gunnel to gain leverage in 
helping to lift her near 290 pound prize.  
As the giant fish slid over the gunnel 
its tail caught Anne behind the legs, 

CHECK US OUT - WE’RE #2!
Separation Lake on the lower portion of the English River System was ranked #2 

of the 15 Hot Spots from 4 Providences. “Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.” 
Finishing well ahead of all high dollar fly-in camps. 
By Outdoor Canada Fishing/2005 Jake MacDonald.
Fishing & Hunting Lodge Packages:

Full American Plan, VIP Cottages, Light housekeeping, 12 campground sites 
with private access to the water.

Moose, Deer, Bear, Grouse & Waterfowl Hunting Packages

SEPARATION LAKE LODGE
Box 499 • Carthage, IL 62321

Winter Phone: 217.357.3069 • Summer Phone: 807.224.4537
www.separationlake.com

MENTION THIS AD AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT!

Drive, boat or 
fly in . . . it’s your 

choice! Only lodge on 
the lake! Excellent 
fishing all season!

Northwestern Ontario, Canada
Trophy Canada Fishing At Its Best!

a swipe which catapulted her into the 
water.  So startled were the rest of us 
that I forgot to work the camera as she 
was going over;  Dale had present of 
mind to reach out for her as did Gary.  
Anne immerged spitting salt water with 
a bewildered look on her face.   Finally, 
as her head immerged I captured a 
camera shot, then several others as my 
completely drenched partner grabbed 
hold of whoever’s hands were available.   
Like Anne would do, once in the boat she 

began to laugh, “Sure glad there weren’t 
any hungry sharks near us” came her first 
words.  Then “what happened?”  Did you 
push me in Gary?  No, explained Gary as 
all of us now erupted in laughter.
 We caught fish after fish, as the ‘By-
catch’ bait caught a mirage of bottom 

I’ve got the rod Anne! Now lets get 
you back on board

Bobber Annes 290 pound Goliath 
Grouper after her dip

My Permit small but I was 
proud of it
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PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk

Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!

fish.  The Flub Dub did its duty 
with surface swimmers such 
as mackerel, yellow tails, a 
couple barracuda and a pair 
of dolphins, several tuna and 
a Bonita.  While the bow 
bottom rod managed two 
more small Grouper,  nothing 
even came close to Anne’s 
monster.  I did catch a near 
165 pound Jew fish but Anne 
would be crowned Queen of 
the day.  
 But the thrill of the day 
came when Dale attempted to 
entice what Gary claimed was 
a 400 pound Hammerhead 
shark.  Twenty minutes of coaxing with 
live ballyhoo, then a couple dead crabs 
failed to gain a strike.  First the huge fish 
would charge the boat, roll over it, then 
rigging up one of the 4 pound yellow tails 
we’d kept to eat, the monster left,  never 
to return again like THE ONE THAT GOT 
AWAY.
 Yes, on the way back to Key West 
we tried a Permit spot Gary selected.  It 
was a flag pole reef marker which housed 

Yes I caught one too. 
Mine a mere 165 pounds

After all of that you get to land my 
fish Anne by hand

Yep she did it to me again a 
36 pound Permit

sand, gravel, and weeds, ideal Permit 
water.  As we motored up, a school of 20 
plus Permit were making their sounds on 
top of the reef.  Captain Maconi selected 
a pair of hermit crabs from the by-catch 
box for Anne and Dale.  I had dug out my 
fly rod and armed it with a crab fly.  All 
three baits were placed ten feet in front 
of the circling school.  All three baits 
were hit by the front fish in the school.  

Two fish were lost on long sustained 
runs, cut off by a cord rock 100 feet away 
from the flag marker.  I managed to land 
mine after a vicious fight, which saw a 25 
pound Permit dive deep off the flag reef 
several times.  The memory of that last 
fish warmed me up, now and then.
 Anne had retained her crab and was 
able to make one more cast.  Results 
were a 36 pound Permit.  Yup - she beat 

me again.  Oh well, there’ll be another 
day when we return to the warmth of the 
Florida Keys.
 So, until next time, this is the Ol’ 
Man, Dan Gapen Sr. hoping you Relax, 
Savor and Enjoy our great outdoors.  It’s 
yours to protect for your grandchildren to 
come.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 & SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2017 
AT THE OTTO CENTER, ARTHUR, ILLINOIS • FREE SHUTTLE SAT. FEB. 11TH

ADMISSION $5.00 FOR ADULTS WITH KIDS UNDER 12 FREE!

Held at: Otto Center • 2058 CR 1800 E, Arthur, IL • 1/2 mi. south of the 4-way stop

More info:  217-268-3820 • www.ArthurOutdoorExpo.com

ALAH Bass Fishing Team Fundraiser!

SEE EXOTIC ANIMALS!
Animals from Maple Lane Farms 

scheduled to be on hand include a 
bear, wolf, tiger or leopard & monkey.

 maplelanewildlife.com

4-$100 CIOE Gift Cards to be given away
 this year for Area Merchants

SPONSORED BY:

6th Annual

FISHING & HUNTING SEMINARS:
Friday: Mary Satterfield

Saturday: Denny Geurink & Matt Cheever
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 I have returned to guiding and like 
I told everyone for years once I got old 
enough to start drawing my pension I was 
going to gradually move the operation 
down to Kentucky Lake. I have fished the 
lake for 30 years and spent a ton of hours 
putting in brush and stake beds preparing 
for the day that I would just stay and every 
day get to fish one of the best crappie and 
bluegill fisheries in the world.
 This year I have started taking 
bookings and have procured a place to 
stay for at least two months and plan 
on fishing down there all year. My rental 
starts March 15 and I already have some 
trips booked and booking more every day.
 Let’s talk about how to catch those 
big tasty crappie that Kentucky Lake holds. 
Once I get down there they are still in their 
winter haunts out on the channel drops 
and close to the main Tennessee River. 
They pull out there because of winter 
draw down that the TVA does to prepare 
for spring rains.

 What makes me more successful 
than the next guy. I have nearly 7000 
waypoints built over a thirty year career. I 
go down there every year and put in brush 
and stake beds to keep everything fresh. 
The biggest reason is the electronics on 
my Yar-Craft big tiller boat.
 I run four Lowrance Gen. 3’s all 
networked with down imaging and side 
scan on both the front and rear. Plus I have 
Chirp technology with my new Airmar 
transducer that scans frequencies to give 
you the best picture possible and in color. 
Down scan enthusiasts will step back and 
take a look at this technology. It is sonar 
that is built to separate objects from the 
bottom unlike the old way of determining 
bottom hardness.
 I can see a small school of crappie 
hugging the bottom out off a drop in a 
small stump field where others would miss 
it completely. Then I have my boat set up 
for three anglers to set up on the nose and 
years of practice holding a trolling motor 
so I know we have three baits right on top 
of those crappie. Plus you can actually see 
your jig on the screen so like I said you 
know you are in their wheel house.
 It takes five batteries to run the trolling 
motor, two Gen.3 Lowrance HDS 12-inch 
and two Lowrance HDS  9-inch screens but 
oh well cost of doing business these days.

MAX’S
COINS & FIREARMS

“SEE THE ROUND MAN FOR A SQUARE DEAL!”

GOLD & SILVER IS AT AN ALL TIME HIGH...
TURN THAT OLD JEWELRY INTO CASH!

OPEN M-F 9-5 • SAT 9-2 or by Appointment

217-774-4748
141 E. Main Street • Shelbyville, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS • 20+ YEARS OF SERVICE EXPERIENCE
Service on most Outboards, Mercruiser Sterndrives • Minnows, Fishing Equipment & More in Stock!

 We start out in March using my Deep 
Ledge Jigs 1/4oz. with shorter much 
stiffer rods to feel the thump and handle 
the big jig heads. We push along a drop 
off at about 20-30 ft. deep and I keep my 
GPS speed below .4mph. This way when 
we see a stump or small brush pile I can 
let off the trolling motor and drift by it 
slowly. If we get bit I will reverse it and 
go back by it one more time. The bites are 
really hard and there is no way you don’t 
know a two-pound plus crappie just nailed 
your jig. Plus like I said I can see a half 
dozen fish hugging the bottom that others 
would miss.
 Those that have fished with me many 
times would say this style is my specialty. 
It takes years to learn how to run that 
trolling motor like that is all I can say.
 Every day we get to handle some of 
the biggest crappie you will ever see plus 
plenty of good eating sized fish. I caught 
one over three pounds last year but a ton 
over two.
 Then spring starts to kick in and the 
fish will start to migrate up out of the deep 

Crappie Specialties Catching 
Them on Kentucky Lake

Me and T. W. Houk, along with 
Alan (not pictured), hefting a 
stringer of 90 crappie from a 

January day on Kentucky Lake.

Alan Corzine showing off 2 crappie 
between 2 1/2 & 3 lbs caught on 

Kentucky Lake.

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve Welch
(217) 462-7257
(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com
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basins and push themselves up 
onto the tops of the big flats and 
start to move back to the rear of 
the big bays. We still fish up on 
the nose with myself and two 
other anglers only now we are 
switching rods and jigs. I like the 
12ft. BnM BGJP’s and one of my 
Deep Ledge Jig 3/32oz. The soft 
tip and the slow falling jig will 
entice plenty of big crappie but 
now each and every one needs 
netted so I keep a long handled 
net ready to scoop them up. It is 
a three ring circus trying to land a 
huge crappie on a wimpy willow 
branch but my other rods are so 
stiff they would rip the jigs right 
out of their mouths in this much 
shallower water.
 Then once we get into mid-
April on through early May it is 
crappie bedding time so I get out 
my slip bobber rods and we fish 
with live bait. I like to stay back 
off the shallow beds and down 
there the water is very clear so 
we don’t want to spook them.
 Then it is get out the ultra-
lights and chase the big bluegill 
this lake has to offer. The red 
ears easily push two-pounds and 
pound for pound nothing beats 
a big gill on your rod. I plan on 
staying down there for this if I 
can get enough interest so book 
those trips.
 You can go to my website at 
www.LakeShelbyvilleGuide.Com 
and see the open dates on the 
front page and they are kept up 
about every day. Or you can call 
my cell at 217-840-1221 or home 
at 217-762-7257.

West IL Rt. 16
Shelbyville, IL 217.774.5050

OPEN HOUSE!
MARCH 3 & 4, 2017

(FRIDAY & SATURDAY)

Lowe Stinger Camo 175

Lowe Stinger 175

2017 LOWE STINGERS IN STOCK!

www.SixteenMarine.com

JIMBO’S JIGS
Home of  the “ Crappie Knocker” Hand-Tied Hair Jig

Phone 618-670-5740 • www.jimbosjigs.com
Owner: Ron Law - Email: jimbosjigs@aol.com • Internet and Phone Orders Only

Sparkle Tail The Original

1st ANNUAL CRAPPIE BASH
LAKE SHELBYVILLE OPEN BUDDY
$1000.00 FIRST PLACE PAYOUT

SPONSORED BY SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB
Visit www.springfieldcrappieclub.com for applications and tournament results

SATURDAY MAY 20TH, 2017 • 7:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
7 CRAPPIE, 10-INCH LIMIT

WILBORN CREEK RAMP
ENTRY FEE $100.00 PER BOAT

PAYOUT: GUARANTEED
1st - $1000.00
2nd - $500.00
3rd - $300.00
4th - $200.00

PAYOUT - 4 SPOTS FOR THE 1st 25 BOATS. 
1 SPOT FOR EVERY FIVE BOATS AFTER THAT.

OPTIONAL BIG CRAPPIE POT
($10.00 PER BOAT EXTRA)

100% payback

MARINA’S ARE OFF LIMITS
Participants may be required to take 
and pass a TRUTH TEST before any 

prize is awarded.

Applications on line at 
www.springfieldcrappieclub.com

For further information 
call Jerry Jallas at 

217-741-3835

Steve holding a pair of 2 lb. 
Kentucky Lake crappie

Everett Baines with a pair of nice 
Kentucky Lake crappie

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 2 FREE JIGS WITH ORDER
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YOUR BACKYARD 
COUNTS
By Jim Parrott
When you 
feed and 

watch birds in your backyard, it shows 
that you value having a daily relationship 
with nature and that you are willing to take 
action to foster it. Your friends, neighbors 
and relatives likely see you as a person 
who loves nature, and they value your 
willingness to share the enjoy-ment of 
“your” backyard birds at a moment’s notice.
 The Great Backyard Bird Count gives 
you the opportunity to make them count 
even more than ever by participating in 
this annual event which links citizens with 
scientists in an effort to collect important 
data about backyard birds.
 The GBBC is a joint project of Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology and the National 

Welcome to the 
ASO BIRD SECTION

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

GET YOUR BEST PRICES 
AT DISCOUNT SALES!

DISCOUNT SALES COMPANY
309-543-9163

discountsale@casscomm.com
Matanza Beach • Halfway Between Havana & Bath, IL on Rt. 78

7323 N Radnor Rd, Peoria
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun Noon-4

www.wbu.com/peoria
690-3232

Audubon Society and is sponsored by 
Wild Birds Unlimited. It takes place 
February 17-20, 2017. Count the birds 
in your backyard, and then simply report 
the infor-mation online at http://gbbc.
birdcount.org/.
 Your information becomes part of an 
extensive data base that is analyzed by 
scien-tists to better understand important 
trends in bird populations, range 
expansions, habitat changes and shifts in 
migration patterns.
  Make your backyard count even 
more for the birds when you participate in 
this year’s GBBC. And to ensure the birds 
all show up to be counted, visit our store 
for the widest variety of great bird food 
products!
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2017
1023 College Ave. (IL Rt 29), Henry IL 61537 • 8am - 2pm

A GREAT WAY TO SPEND A SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY AT 
THE LARGEST 1 DAY DECOY SHOW IN THE COUNTRY!

Adult Admission: $5.00 • Children 12 & Under, FREE
Breakfast and Lunch Served • Snacks & Soft Drinks Available

FEATURING ILLINOIS RIVER DECOYS…
THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE SHOW!

• Antique decoys & game calls • Contemporary carvings & calls
• Wildlife art, prints & jewelry • Waterfowl hunting supplies
• Hunting & wildlife books • Old fishing gear
• Miscellaneous folk art • Waterfowl decoy books
• MDCA Representatives • Perdew Museum display
• Lakeview Museum display • Various sporting collectibles 
• Perdew-style decoy door prize

FREE DECOY & CALL APPRAISALS!
90 Display Tables • TABLES VERY LIMITED!

For more info & dealer inquires contact:
JASON BALDWIN 312-316-7484 • email: jasbebelle@comcast.net

HenryDecoyShow.com • TerraincognitaUSA.com

PROVIDING REST AREAS FOR MIGRATORY 
SHOREBIRDS IN AGRICULTURAL FIELDS
Story By Mitch Hess, Kirk Stodola and Michael Ward
 You hear them before you see them, 
the distinctive “whoosh” their wings make. 
Your head swivels to the right and left before 
your eyes catch them; a congregation of 
15-20 American golden-plovers flying just 
overhead searching for a safe place to roost, 
already 50 feet in front of you.
 While standing on the edge of a corn 
field on a mid-April evening in central 
Illinois is rarely high on any birders “to-do” 
list, it is well worth the effort for the rare 
opportunity to see hundreds of American 
golden-plovers (Pluvialis dominica) circling 
into a field on a nice crisp spring evening.
 Each spring, tens of thousands of 
American golden-plovers stopover in 
the corn and soybean fields of central 
Illinois, going largely unseen, but staying 
for long periods to refuel on their 10,000 
mile journey from South America to their 
arctic breeding grounds. The golden-
plover undertakes an amazing migration 
that puts them in near perpetual motion. 

Around the first of every year, individuals 
as far south as Argentina begin a 
northbound flight that takes them through 
Central America, up through Texas, and 
into central Illinois’ farm fields. They are 
here for a month or so, eating, molting 
and fattening up before continuing on 
the last leg of their migration, a 1,500-
mile journey north. They will stay in the 
arctic tundra for 50-60 days to breed and 
rear young before heading south again. 
Their return trip is an eastward path to 
the coast of Nova Scotia, Canada, and a 
remarkable non-stop trans-Atlantic flight 
of more than 3,000 miles to northern Brazil 
and southward to Argentina.
 The amount of energy needed to fly 
these vast distances requires access to 
ample food resources, which is one of the 
reasons why the American golden-plover 
is so abundant in the agricultural fields of 
central Illinois. Historically, the species likely 
stopped in the wet prairies of our region that 

were flush with crawling invertebrates and 
leftover prairie grass and wildflower seeds 
from the previous summer.
 Today, these wet prairie ecosystems 
have largely been converted into 
agricultural fields, and food resources have 
drastically changed. Wet or flooded fields 
are scarce, and farmers generally dislike 
wet areas in their fields because they can 
delay planting and hinder growth of crops. 
Because of this, farmers over much of the 
Midwest have installed millions of miles of 
drainage tile to help alleviate the troubles 
associated with wet areas.
 Within the last 10 years, system 
tile, often referred to as patterned tile, 
has become popular and has aided 
the increase in agricultural commodity 
production. While this process has greatly 
benefited corn and soybean production, 
an unfortunate side effect is that the wet 
areas in the fields that American golden-
plovers and other migratory species 

Each spring, tens of thousands of 
American golden-plovers stopover 
in central Illinois to refuel on their 

10,000 mile journey. Around the 
first of the year, individuals from as 
far south as Argentina begin their 

northbound flight, spending about a 
month in Illinois fattening up before 
a 1,500-mile journey to their arctic 

breeding grounds.
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depend on during spring migration have 
largely disappeared. A new program 
in central Illinois hopes to change this 
trend by working with farmers to create 
important migratory habitat without 
sacrificing crop production.
 The Shorebird Conservation Acreage 
via drainage Runoff Control (SCARC) 
program brings together resources 
and expertise from many agencies: 
University of Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental 
Sciences, Illinois Natural History Survey, 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This 
partnership is creating migratory bird 
habitat in a non-traditional location, the 
middle of corn and soybean fields.
 The focus of the SCARC program is to 
work with farmers and provide incentives to 
create wet fields (fields with standing water) 
that American golden-plovers, along with 
other migratory shorebirds and waterfowl, 

can use during migration. Through the use 
of Drainage Water Management, partners 
in the SCARC program hope to create 
hundreds of acres of temporary migration 
habitat each spring.
 Drainage Water Management (DWM) 
is a way of controlling water flow from 
tile drained systems. When water flows 
off a field, much of the vital nutrients 
needed during the growing season run off 
the field, too. DWM can be used to stop 
that loss. There are many known benefits 
to controlling the water flowing through 
agricultural tile, such as reduced outflow 
of dissolved nutrients includings nitrogen 
and phosphorus, mitigation of drought-
like conditions, and increased crop yields. 
Additionally, as the partners in the SCARC 
program believe, DWM can complement 
current farming practices to create migration 
habitat by maintaining moist soil conditions 
during critical periods to the birds.
 The SCARC program is designed 
to work with farmers to maintain a high 
water table in their fields during the peak 

of shorebird migration (through 
mid- to -late-April), while 
maintaining current planting 
schedules and facilitating high 
crop production yields. Holding 
back water in a field during early- 
to mid-April is compatible with 
current farming practices. Many 
farmers don’t start planting their 
corn fields until early- to mid-
April and soybeans typically 
aren’t going in the ground until 
May 1. In contrast, most of the 
American golden-plovers and 
other shorebirds and waterfowl 
have moved through the region 
by the time this planting period 
begins and would have been 
able to reap the benefits from feeding and 
resting in the flooded fields. Consequently, 
the opportunity exists for a field to provide 
both migratory habitat and fertile soil 
for agricultural production. The SCARC 
program is in place to help farmers install 
DWM and to utilize it for the creation of 
temporary wetlands.
 While central Illinois has been 
crisscrossed with millions of miles of 

drain tile, farmers have little control over 
the water flowing from it. As a result, the 
wet fields that shorebirds and waterfowl 
depend on are typically drained in early 
March, before they’re of any use to 
migrating species. Through the use of 
DWM the SCARC program is trying to 
turn those fields into usable habitat. The 
idea is not to create large (e.g., 150+ 
acre) wetlands that will be unusable for 

Birders find not only American golden-plo-
vers on the wet agricultural fields of central 

Illinois, but an assortment of migratory 
shorebirds, including the buff-bellied sandpip-

er (Tryngites subruficollis, foreground) and 
killdeer (Charadrius vociferous, background).
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months, but quite the opposite. Holding 
back water in only the lowest and least 
productive spots in a field could create an 
acre here and a half acre there of critical 
migratory habitat, while preserving the 
opportunity to farm these same acres 
during the growing season.
 The goal of the SCARC program is to 
spread the use of DWM so conservation 
becomes sustainable and widespread. 
While Illinois has several protected 
reserves that provide habitat for migrating 
shorebirds and waterfowl (i.e. Emiquon 
Preserve), these lands are not sufficient or 
geographically broad enough to maintain 
healthy populations. Additionally, 
purchasing and managing new lands for 
migrating shorebirds and waterfowl is 
unlikely at best given the state’s current 
finances.
 Given the disparity between the 
amount of public land for wildlife and the 
amount of private land for agriculture, it 
is important to consider new approaches 
that are aimed at conserving birds on 
private lands. Of course, not all farm 
land can provide appropriate habitat for 
migrating shorebirds and waterfowl; 
some may be in areas where the water 
table is too low, and many farmers may 

The Illinois Audubon Society has joined the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, University of 
Illinois, Illinois Natural History Survey and 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
in the effort to enhance central Illinois 
migration habitat for the American golden-
plover. IAS proudly support SCARC, a 
cutting-edge conservation program based 
on good science and directly aligned with 
the IAS mission.

 Mitch Hess, Kirk Stodola and 
Michael Ward are with the University 
of Illinois, Prairie Research Institute, 
Illinois Natural History Survey. Questions 
on this story should be directed to Mitch 
Hess at mthess@illinois.edu.
 This article was originally published 
in the winter 2016 issue of Illinois Audubon 
Society’s magazine. The Illinois Audubon 
Society was organized as an independent, 
statewide, educational and scientific 
organization, incorporated April 10, 1897, 
by the State of Illinois. To learn more 
about the Illinois Audubon Society and the 
magazine, visit illinoisaudubon.org.

not be amenable to changing their current 
practices. However, given the amount 
of agriculture on the landscape, even a 
relatively low percentage of farm land 
enrolled in the SCARC program would be 
a great benefit for migrating shorebirds 
and waterfowl. The hope is to have 
enough habitat spread throughout central 
Illinois to sustain a healthy population of 
American golden-plovers so that more 
people can experience that sensation of 
a congregation whipping overhead as the 
sun sets in our central Illinois landscape.
 Starting in 2017, the first fields will 
be managed under the SCARC program 
and excitement is building to observe 
the benefits firsthand. The goal is to 
enroll 10 to 20 fields and monitor them 
to determine their benefits to wildlife and 
how well this novel management practice 
is received by farmers. This article will 
be the first in a series highlighting and 
promoting the SCARC program and the 
use of drainage water management as a 
tool in the creation of ephemeral habitat 
for migrating shorebirds and waterfowl.
 Stay tuned for new developments and 
remember to look up this coming April.

Under the Shorebird Conservation 
Acreage via drainage Runoff Control 

(SCARC) program, central Illinois farmers 
will receive incentives for maintaining high 
water tables in their fields during the peak 

of shorebird migration.

The amount of energy needed for long-
distance flights requires American golden-

plovers access to ample food resources, which 
can be found in the agricultural fields of 

central Illinois. Historically, the species likely 
fed on invertebrates and leftover prairie grass 
and wildflower seeds in Illinois’ wet prairies.
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR!
by Margaret Smith, Executive Director, 
The Trumpeter Swan Society.

Photo by Margaret Smith

Left, Winter is a time 
when pairs continue to 
bond.  One of the swans 
often dips its bill into 
the water while the 
other begins a wing 
display.  Photo by 
Margaret Smith

Winter is a time when pairs continue to bond.  One of the swans 
often dips its bill into the water while the other begins a wing display.  

Photo by Margaret Smith

Left, Both swans 
face each other, 
often bobbing their 
heads. The wing 
display continues. 
Photo by 
Richard Sonnen
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Stuff happens
 You love to hunt, and you may very 
well love to run hunt tests, and/or field 
trials. It’s all great fun, and a wonderful 
challenge to train your dog for all of the 
pursuits you enjoy. While actually doing 
the work, especially under judgment, it is 
natural for certain aspects of your dog’s 
training to erode. He gets excited and, 
well, stuff happens!
 The dog that remains by your side 
in training now creeps 10 yards on each 

bird while hunting, or at a test or trial. 
His typically very good hearing seems 
to fail him when you take him to one of 
these events. His casting only changes 
his course about half as well as it does 
in training. And the little stinker breaks 
on honors! He has begun to bolt for the 
line as soon as you take his leash off in 
the holding blind. Or you let him out of the 
vehicle when you’re out hunting and off he 
goes into the darkness!
 If none of this sounds familiar, you 

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597
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LABRADOR PUPPIES

CAUSE AND EFFECT TROUBLE SHOOTING 
TRAINING PROBLEMS 
By Evan Graham

are clearly not hunting enough, nor are you 
running tests or trials! Or, you are running 
a dog that takes sedatives. Or, just maybe 
you are running them smart!
 You may just be running a test/trial, 
and then staying home to train for a week 
or two before competing or testing again. 
You may be in the tiny percentage of 
trainers who are wise and self-controlled 
enough not to overdo it. Your dog spends 
far more time in a controlled environment 
(training) compared to the amount of time 
he spends in an uncontrolled environment 
(testing/trialing or hunting), so he doesn’t 
tend to fall apart when he is there. He 
tests and hunts pretty much as he trains. 
He’s a rare dog. You are a rare human.
 Or not, in which case you stand in need 
of this message on how to keep a balance 
sufficient to maintain a fundamentally 

sound dog. That is the goal; to maintain a 
fundamentally sound dog -- a balanced dog.

Make It Count!
 This article is as much devoted to 
understanding how humans work, as it 
is to knowing how dogs work. When you 
observe a dog with training problems, you 
are seeing symptoms that were almost 
certainly created directly, or indirectly, 
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by a human. Any experienced pro can 
tell you this. We mean well, but we get 
caught up in how much fun the dogs are 
and how much fun we have hunting and 
testing them. We also have limitations, 
like available time or facilities.
 When you’re sick, your body sends you 
messages. You have pain. You feel lousy. You 
get weak. If you are wise, you learn to listen 
to your body. You take care of the problems 
your body says you need help with.
 It’s like that with your dog’s training 
sometimes. His casting just doesn’t alter 
his course like it used to. He creeps, or 
tries to switch, or he pops on marks. His 
skills are “sick.” They are sending you 
messages. His once well-tuned abilities 
are weak. They look lousy, and are almost 
painful to watch! Stuff happened.
 If you have a headache, and only take 
a pain reliever, you may very well get over 
it and continue in generally good health. 
But, if you have chronic headaches, pain 
relievers alone will only help temporarily, 
and may mask some developing health 

problem that you need a real cure for.
 If your dog’s skills have become “sick,” 
and the problems you see are becoming 
chronic, you need to take measures that 
will cure the problem, not just mask it. But 
you must understand that the problems 
you are addressing may not be cured with 
some magic bullet; an easy cure-all. We 
are talking about behavior, and the need to 
modify it. How you go about it will make all 
the difference in its lasting effects.
 Knowing how dogs acquire a habitual 
behavior will also help you to understand 
how to go about mending behavior that 
has become a problem. Habits, whether 
good or bad, don’t just disappear. They 
are replaced with different ones. The dog 
that once stopped sharply to the whistle 
may now require fifteen or twenty steps to 
come to a stop. Further, he may now only 
crouch instead of sitting. Or, he may just 
stand there and look back at you. Worst of 
all, he may now do this chronically. That 
has become his habit, and it’s probably 
driving you nuts!

 You can take superficial steps in 
a training session that seems to have 
corrected a problem, and then notice that 
he’s right back at it in no time. That is 
because you haven’t changed his habit. You 
only did something one day that made it 
look better -- for a while. The habit remains.

Finding a Cure!
 Sometimes you can work on more than 
one problem at a time, because a certain 
drill or exercise managed to provide a co-
benefit or two as you addressed some 
specific problem. Generally, though, it’s 
best to focus on one problem at a time. 
First things first.
 You may have identified a problem 
to work on already. Take stock of the 
whole dog. Give him a check-up. Isn’t all 
this medical talk invigorating? It’s a very 
similar approach. Your doctor or nurse isn’t 
treating your bad heart. They’re treating 
you; the patient with a bad heart. Heart 
patients often have other problems that 
need addressing besides just their heart. 
Or they often have other health issues 
that have contributed to what has become 
a heart problem.
 You aren’t fixing a pop. You are training 
a dog that pops. Popping is a problem your 
dog has, so you want to fix it. But, have you 
really identified what’s wrong with your 
dog? Is popping his only problem? If you 
have learned about other problems your 
dog has, is popping his most important one? 
If you don’t assess all potential problems in 
your dog’s training, how can you correctly 
prioritize? How do you know that what you 
have decided to work on first is what was 
most important for your dog?
 If you periodically give your dog 
a training check-up, you may save both 
of you some trouble by treating the little 
problems before they become big ones. 

Some of you have heard this speech from 
you doctor, haven’t you? It is a principle 
that works. It works for your health, and it 
works for the health of your dog’s training. 
After all his behavior, much like ours, is 
driven by his emotional health status.
 As a pro trainer, I had a truckload 
of dogs in my care, most of which were 
hunting dogs, as well as field trial 
competitors. I never had a field trial dog that 
didn’t hunt. My job was to keep each one 
running at a level near his or her individual 
peak as much of the time as possible. Sure 
I had the usual health and hygiene issues 
that any dog owner/trainer deals with, but 
the lion’s share of my time was spent in the 
field honing, or repairing their skills.
 I came up with a troubleshooting 
check-up, which I gave my dogs monthly; 
the same way I was paid. That’s how I knew 
where I was with each dog. That’s how 
we stayed competitive running as many 
as twenty-six trials in a year. It involves 
keeping a journal of each dog’s training. It 
tracks progress, as well as problems.
 When I reported to the owners of the 
dogs I was training, it wasn’t just a progress 
report. It was a health status record. I 
reported the state of the dog’s progress, 
but also the state of his maintenance. That 
reflected more accurately what we were 
doing in training to advance him, and to 
evaluate his strengths and weaknesses. 
Some clients appreciated it more than 
others, but I required it of myself.
 If your dog has been cheating exits 
on water blinds lately, is this a recurrent 
theme in his training? Has it always been 
so? Does it seem to you that it’s new for 
him? Know your dog, so you can address 
things in the priority they deserve. Don’t 
put a patch on a problem that has shown 
you that it will keep coming up through 
inadequate maintenance.
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Hypothetical problem
 “My dog is always looking for a way 
out of the water on water blinds, especially 
at a distance.” There are a number of ways 
to look at this problem, especially when it 
is occurring during the running of a water 
blind. Of course you will want to work 
toward a solution at that time, as well you 
should. But, this problem keeps coming up, 
even though you feel you are dealing with 
it consistently. Let’s see if your approach is 
actually dealing with a cure for the problem, 
or if your treatment of it is only addressing 
it superficially.
 As your dog progresses toward the 
end of a water blind, the line to it takes 
him closer to a distant shoreline, and, as 
expected, he begins to gravitate toward 
the shore. You can really feel the influence 
growing because the closer he gets to the 
shoreline the less course correction he 
yields with each cast. He may even begin 
to be more sluggish about stopping to the 
whistle, even though you’re certain he still 
hears it.
 Your response to what is happening 
might typically be to give bigger casts 
away from shore; casts that are more 
straight “over” instead of casting the dog 

literally toward the fall. You may also 
wait a little longer to cast the dog after 
stopping him in order to heighten his 
focus. You may even stop the dog and call 
him toward you before re-stopping and 
casting him onward again. All of those 
things are good handling techniques that 
can improve the dog’s relationship to the 
fall. They are all things a good handler 
does to help his or her dog to succeed at 
a blind.
 Succeeding at blinds does not 
constitute a solution to shoreline 
suction, although upholding standards 
has beneficial effects. The problem you 
continue to see in your dog has a source. 
It is that source you need to address or the 
problem will keep continue to be a large 
and nagging one.
 If chronic headaches are caused by a 
problem with a blood vessel, only repairing 
the blood vessel in some definitive way 
will solve the problem. Pain relievers will 
merely help you to live with the problem 
for a while, masking symptoms. All too 
soon the pain relievers won’t be able to 
help anymore. You need a real cure.
This dog that wants out of the water at 
a distance will continue to want out 

sooner and sooner until the real problem 
is addressed. This dog has preconceived 
notions that tell him it’s faster and easier 
to run on land, and that he still lacks 
any responsibility to follow a standard 
of performance that requires him to 
take direction as given, whether on land 
or in the water. A solution for this will 
be a program that replaces his current 
mindset with one that dictates a different 
standard, and promotes a changed inner 
desire in the dog toward compliance.

Simplify
 Break the work down into a simple 
focused form, and repeatedly expose the 
dog to the standard of behavior responsible 
for a more consistent desirable result. If 
you have ever wondered why the term 
“drill” comes up so much in dog training 
these days, you have just discovered an 
answer. Drills offer repeated exposure 
to focused concepts in training. As dogs 
repeat any specific concept in their 
work they develop and deepen habits of 
behavior. That also makes drill work a 
great way to cure bad habits by literally 
replacing them with good habits.
 Start your drills with a simple, easy 

standard. Short distances help to keep 
control of the dog low key, and allow the 
dog to succeed easily at the focus of the 
drill. Gradually extend distance to deepen 
the new habit by extending and deepening 
skill levels, like holding a straight line 
in water in the presence of a tempting 
shoreline. This can be done by running 
many cheating single marks with diagonal 
shoreline exits, and/or Tune up drills that 
have numerous water blinds with varying 
degrees of diagonal exit, at slightly 
increasing distances. These exercises 
promote a solid standard of not falling 
for shoreline suction. By strengthening 
the core skills involved, your dog can 
soon return to full-scale fieldwork with 
his new sound habits intact, requiring far 
fewer corrections. Further, he will have 
experienced so much success that his 
attitudes toward the standards he once 
resisted will have softened considerably.
This same philosophical approach can be 
applied to myriad other training problems. 
Drill work is the very essence of attrition, 
and tends to produce outstanding results. 
Good training!

www.gundogsupply.com
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 Based on spring 2016 breeding 
population surveys, hunter harvest 
estimates and other data, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service has issued its 2017 
Adaptive Harvest Management Report, 
which includes regulatory frameworks for 
the 2017-2018 duck season.
 Duck hunters in all four flyways 
will again enjoy liberal season dates: 
60 days in the Atlantic and Mississippi 
flyways, 74 days in the Central Flyway 
and 107 days in the Pacific Flyway. The 
frameworks include a seven-duck limit 
in the Pacific Flyway, and a six-duck limit 
across all others.
 However, there’s disappointing news 
for hunters who like to shoot pintails: The 
limit has been cut to one bird daily in all 
flyways due to several springs of lagging 
production. The 2016 breeding population 
survey estimated 2.62 million pintails, 
which is 34 percent below the long-term 
average, a 14 percent drop from 2015, and 
the fifth straight survey in which pintails 
have declined.  The population estimate 
falls well within the USFWS Adaptive 
Harvest Strategy’s threshold for reducing 
the daily limit, while maintaining a liberal 
season length.
 It’s the first time since 2008 that 
Pacific Flyway waterfowlers are faced 
with a one-pintail limit.
 “It’s a bitter pill to swallow, because we 
see so many pintails in the Pacific Flyway 
and certainly here in Utah,” said Jeff Adams, 
chairman of the Willard Peak Chapter of 
Delta Waterfowl in Brigham City, Utah. “It’s 
a revered duck that shows up here before 
the season starts and can be found until 
the last days. But most of us understand 
the population estimate is a survey of North 
America, not just our backyards.”

 Still, not everyone who’s learned of 
the reduction is happy.
 “There’s been plenty of griping 
among hunters and on internet forums,” 
said Adams, who paused while talking 
— ironically to call at a flock of pintails. 
“In my opinion, some hunters don’t have 
a broad perspective of the resource. They 
see piles of pintails and canvasbacks and 
wonder why they can’t shoot more.”
 Arguably the most exciting change 
for next season — especially for Atlantic 
Flyway waterfowlers — is the increase 
to two black ducks daily. The move marks 
the first time in decades that hunters are 
permitted more than one black per day.
 USFWS calculated several factors 
in making the change, notably the 2016 
Eastern Survey Area estimate of 612,000 
black ducks (a 13 percent increase), 
the risk of competition on the breeding 

Breaking News: Pintail Limit to Drop to 1 
Daily, Black Ducks to Increase to 2 Daily

WATERFOWL 2017

By Kyle Wintersteen, 
Managing Editor

grounds from an estimated 409,000 
eastern mallards and ongoing monitoring 
of the black duck hunter harvest. Despite 
doubling the daily bag limit, modeling 
estimates that the hunter harvest will only 
increase by a sustainable 30 percent.
 “I trust the science behind the 
service’s decision and I think this is a great 
opportunity for hunters to put an extra 
duck in their bags,” said Chris Williams, 
Delta Waterfowl senior regional events 
director for the Atlantic Flyway. “The 
black duck is a big-time trophy here in the 
Atlantic and it’s been a lifelong dream of 
many hunters to see the limit increase.”
 Williams has heard from hunters 
who are concerned that the increased 
limit goes too far. While Delta has never 
shied from voicing disagreement over 
waterfowl regulations — notably when 
the bluebill limit was disproportionately 
slashed in 2008 — USFWS modeling 
clearly supports the change.

 “The service tends to be conservative 
with its regulations, and I’m confident it 
has done its homework,” Williams said.
Additional species-specific regulations 
include two canvasbacks and two 
redheads daily in all four flyways. Four 
mallards may be shot daily in the Atlantic 
and Mississippi flyways, five in the 
Central and seven in the Pacific, only two 
of which may be hens. The daily limit on 
bluebills is three in all flyways except the 
Atlantic, where two are permitted.
www.deltawaterfowl.org
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TRADING 
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Southern Illinois’ 
Largest Gun Shop
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4952 State Rt. 13
Pinckneyville, IL
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Open 7 Days!
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SPRING SNOW GOOSE HUNTING

Show me your Snows Outdoors
Hunting in Central Illinois

Booking for February & March
Hunt from Heated Pits • Over 10,000+ Decoys!

Find us on Facebook at “Rick Hamm Snow Fox”
and“Show me your Snows Outdoors”

CALL RICK HAMM: 309-635-5200

CANADA GOOSE FOUND 
NESTING IN DECEMBER
By Kyle Wintersteen

 When a report came in on December 3, 
2016, indicating that a Canada goose was 
sitting on a nest in downtown Winnipeg, 
surely Manitoba provincial game bird 
manager Frank Baldwin suspected it was 
inaccurate. Or perhaps a joke.
 Still, the next day Baldwin 
investigated, and to his amazement, he 
found a goose surrounded by snow on 
a nest containing five eggs! Given the 
time of year and that there was a severe 
snowstorm in the forecast, the eggs were 
removed 24 hours later to encourage the 
goose to move on. No gander was present 
for either visit, possibly having sensed the 
folly of his winter fling.
 “Upon dissection of the eggs, we 
were very surprised to find that one had 
a near-term gosling,” Baldwin wrote in an 
email to Delta Waterfowl. “The other four 
eggs were undeveloped.”

 Based on the developing embryo, 
Baldwin estimates that the goose began 
nesting in early November and began 
incubation sometime between November 
11 and 15.
 The goose is also no stranger to 
Winnipeg, having been banded nearby as 
an adult in 2013.
 “The bird did not appear to be injured, 
and was quite aggressive, which allowed 
us to read the bands,” Baldwin said.
So, what caused the goose’s biological 
clock to be thrown so drastically out of 
whack? It’s impossible to say, but perhaps 
Manitoba’s warmest November on record 
played a role. Temperatures reached 66 
degrees F on November 9.
 A similar anomaly occurred late 
last decade, when New Jersey Wildlife 
Services reported a Canada goose nesting 
in mid-January. The nest was found in 

the interior courtyard of a state prison 
during a mild winter, and the cement and 
surrounding steel ensured the area was 
warmer than the outside air.
 However, the New Jersey goose 
attempted to nest as the days grew 
longer and within an area receiving 24-
hour light, so presumably it believed 
spring had arrived. The Winnipeg goose 
was discovered atop eggs in the midst 
of shortening days — a clear indicator 
of winter’s approach — making the 
biological glitch all the more peculiar.

www.deltawaterfowl.com
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CHARGED
By Darrell Sterling

 The Big 5 has always fascinated me. 
Dangerous game and predator hunting 
is like adding hot sauce to the sport 
of hunting. It definitely gives you that 
extra kick. I booked my dangerous game 
adventure with the world-renowned Tam 
safaris. Hunting legends Jim Shockey, 
Scott Haugen, and Dallas Monroe have 
all called upon Tam safaris to guide them 
through the bush. Irwin Tam and his sons 
Stephen and Peter are avid conservationist 
and are lifetime members of SCI donating 
and raising tens of thousands of dollars to 
support wildlife conservation. 
 I wanted to do a green hunt and dart 
the mighty white rhino. It is a treacherous 
hunt because it requires you to get within 30 
yards of an animal who can and has thrown 
a Cape buffalo in the air like a rag doll. I 
found a YouTube video of this event it’s 
worth the look (I would suggest watching 
the video after your trip). The strength of 
these animals is absolutely amazing. I was 
warned that we would also need to keep 

a sharp eye out because we 
would be roaming around in 
lion country. I have always 
wanted to see a lion in 
the wild and was excited 
yet terrified about my 
opportunity. My son who is 
also a hunter laughed at me 
when I told him I might see 
a lion. He explained lions 
stay so well hidden that I 
would probably never see 
them but he assured me the 
lions would see me.  I asked 
my guide Steven Tam who 
along with his brother Peter are co-owners 
of the company if my son was right. Steven 
didn’t hesitate and said, “yeah that sounds 
right but you never know.” My adrenaline 
was pumping so hard I barely slept a wink 
for the entire Safari. 
 The first task was to get used to 
shooting the dart gun which is not 
accurate like a gun and has even less of an 
effective range than a cross bow. Steven 
assured me we would get close enough. 
We headed out in the safari vehicles 
seeing lots of country and covering plenty 
of ground. Steven casually said there are 

two rhinos to your right. “Where” I asked?  
Steven directed me and through my 
binoculars they came to life. At a distance 
they looked just like large gray rocks as 
we got closer Steven decided they were 
not good bulls and weren’t what we were 
looking for so on we went. We found a 
herd of eight rhinos with a couple of very 
nice bulls. The problem was they were out 
in the open making stalking up to them 
nearly impossible. Steven really liked two 
of the bulls but warned our success on 
this stalk was going to be low because 

the terrain was not ideal but the trophy 
quality of the bulls made it was worth the 
effort. 
 We drove a ways past them, stashed 
the vehicle, judged the wind and started 
our long walk back over to the rhinos. 
The animals are extremely smart they lay 
down with their backsides in the wind so 
they can smell anything coming up from 
behind them and see what’s in front of 
them, they also lay in a semi circle with 
one rhino who will remain standing acting 
as a forward scout.

Record Book Bull
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 The rhino in some regards act like 
sheep they know your effective range and 
will move off any time you start closing 
that gap. We had walked close enough 
using bushes, rocks, and even anthills 
as cover. We were finally in position 
where we could no longer walk bent 
over low to the ground it was time to 
start low crawling. We scooted, wormed, 
and crawled our way over the next hour 
stopping and starting to get into position. 
I remain directly behind Steven and our 
tracker close behind me filming our hunt. 
The rhinos were alert to our presence 
but hadn’t spooked. We could hear them 
breathing and rustling about. We were 
about 45 yards away from eight large 
rhinos. Steven whispered ten more yards 
and gestured to the half sleeping rhino to 
my left. We didn’t even make it another 
five yards when they all bolted up 
and thundered away. The agility and 
speed was startling. The amount of 
ground they can cover so quickly is 
frightening especially considering 
we only forty yards away. 
 The rhinos stayed out in the 
open so we went back to the truck to 
see if we could find a pair of rhinos 
closer to some rock cropping or trees 
so we could more easily stalk within 
range. We did indeed find others 
but none that Steven liked as much 
as the bulls in the small herd we 
had spooked earlier so he decided 
to head back their way to see if 
maybe they had moved or broken off 
into two groups. We found all eight 
rhinos they had stayed together but 
had indeed moved off into a small 
strip of trees with a ravine that 
snaked around giving us a nice break 
in the terrain to conceal ourselves. 
We entered into the ravine it became 
obvious it had been used as a lion’s 
den. The collection of bones, skulls, 

and horns was horrific. A 
couple of the kills couldn’t 
have been but a few days old 
judging from the rotting meat 
still left on the bones. 
 Steven marched ahead 
unfazed by the carnage we 
had just walked through. 
I looked backwards at 
our tracker who was still 
following me and he looked 

unsteady. My mission was to stay as close 
to Steven as possible. We finally got to 
the point where we able to sneak a peek 
over the ravine The rhinos were close but 
their advance scout spotted us and the 
group moved further away. I was starting 
to wonder if this was ever going to come 
together. The rhinos broke into two groups 
and using trees as cover we broke from 
the ravine running now circling downwind 
through the trees trying to get in front of 
them. The rhinos also bolted from cover 
running at us as we were running toward 
them. It is one of the craziest moments of 
my life. 
 We stopped quickly behind a large 
thorn bush and the rhinos halted at the 
edge of their cover, both rhino and humans 
stopped and stared at each other through 
our cover. It was a Mexican standoff in 
the middle of the African bush, both sides 

stayed frozen for what seemed like an hour but 
was probably only about ten to fifteen minutes 
until the rhinos lost interest in whatever rushed 
in and stayed hidden behind the thorn bush, they 
began to graze and relax but as usual one rhino 
stood as a scout while the others went about their 
business. They really are smart animals. Steven 
pulled me aside him and explained we will only 
twenty yards away easily within range and hidden 
by the large thorn bush. 
 I raised the dart gun settling my sites on a 
nice rhino I thought Steven wanted me to take only 
to find out I was on the wrong one. The advanced 
scout didn’t like the movement and the rhinos 
started to slowly move away. I was beginning to 
shake I was still on the first bull but Steven said 
to wait our target was the last in line and he was 
just emerging from a bush directly in front of us. 
The rhino was starting to pick up speed leaving to 
catch up with his friends. Steven said “Now on the 
shoulder!” 
 I squeezed the trigger it made a metallic click 
but the dart never left the chamber and away they 
went. I was dumbfounded. Steven asked me what 
happened? I didn’t know I had pulled the trigger. 
Steven checked the 22 round that projected the 
dart and it wasn’t pitted so the firing pin never 
released. The only explanation we could come up 
with was the bolt of the dart gun must have risen 

Full Charge

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2017
1023 College Ave. (IL Rt 29), Henry IL 61537 • 8am - 2pm

A GREAT WAY TO SPEND A SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY AT 
THE LARGEST 1 DAY DECOY SHOW IN THE COUNTRY!
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HenryDecoyShow.com • TerraincognitaUSA.com
172 E. Elm, Canton, IL
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up during our low crawl/ run to the thorn 
bush. I was demoralized. The veterinarian 
was scheduled so this needed to happen. 
The sun was getting low. Steven, Mr. Cool 
was never rattled and didn’t hesitate. 
 “It was a mechanical problem let’s get 
back on them they aren’t spooked too bad 
let’s go.”
 I trailed Steven as always but my 
head was down and I was dragging. I was 
worn out by the adrenaline, two very close 
encounters, and miles of chugging along 
in the hot African sun turning my tan skin 
into a beautiful lobster red color. The sun 
was beginning to set. Steven thought we 
could get one more bite of the Apple if we 
could hustle back to the truck circle around 
and head back to the ravine. 
 He thought with the group broken 
up a couple of the rhinos might cross 
through the little ravine giving us our 
shot opportunity. Honestly I thought 
it was a waste of time all day they had 
outmaneuvered us and the one clean 
look we got the round didn’t go off which 
worried me as we continued. I also didn’t 
want to jump back into a pile of bones of 

left by lions that might have decided to 
come back home. I kept reminding myself 
of my policy to stay close to Steven, which 
I did. We had just started working our way 
around in the ravine when a big bull ran 
into view. Steven motioned to get down 
and whispered, “When he crosses in front 
of us hit him in the shoulder as he is going 
up the ravine.”
 The massive bull was only twenty 
yards away. I pulled the trigger and 
mercifully the round went off. The smell of 
gunpowder filled my nostrils and we heard 
the smack of the dart as it penetrated the 
rhino’s thick skin. 
 White rhinos rarely charge so when 
the massive bull ran up the bank and 
turned to look at where the troublesome 
sting came from I figured he would just 
run away from the problem instead he 
actually wheeled around looking for us, 
found us standing there and charged. He 
came at us like a freight train. A 2,000 
pound monster with a spear on his head 
rolling toward us around 35 miles an hour, 
part of the charge was caught on video 
the second half of the video was the 
blurry image of the ground as our tracker/
cameraman sprinted out of the area. 

Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com

 I was frozen waiting to see 
what direction the bull was going 
to go. Steven stepped in front of me 
screaming at the enraged charging 
rhino waving his 416 Rigby over his 
head. The rhino slowed a little bit but 
keep coming Steven yelled at me to 
move, I broke out of my trance slowly 
slide stepping off to the left. Steven 
screamed even louder and waved his 
gun higher and wider. The rhino agile 
as any elite athlete turned on a dime 
away from the loud noise and bolted 
off thankfully to the right and that’s 
how I survived a charge from white 
rhino at close range. If it weren’t for 
Steven I surely wouldn’t be writing 
about our adventure. The man has ice 
water in his veins. He calmly walked 
over to me reached out his hand and 
said, “Well done, congratulations.” 
 I believe to book a rhino hunt with 
anyone other than Tam safaris would 
be a very bad decision as these two 
brothers are amazing hunters and are 
incredibly brave. I fulfilled my dream 
hunt and flew home with memories 
that will last me for the rest of my 
days.

KENTUCKY LAKE 
ACTIVITIES:
• Fishing   
• Boating
• Golfing  
• Hiking/Biking
• Hunting  
• Horseback Riding
• Heated Pool
• Many more kids activities

Owners: Dave & Jaymi Tarnowski
16918 US-68 • Aurora, KY 42048

270-474-8000 • Email: stay@KYLakeCottages.com
 www.KYLakeCottages.com

Darrell and Steven Tam

Charged . . . continued
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T-M FIREARMS 
TRAINING
By Tim Milligan

I grew up in rural Illinois on the Mississippi River hunting, 
fishing, trapping and shooting. I have been instructing shooters 
in firearms use for over 20 years. I started out just helping out 

friends, family and fellow shooters on local ranges. Teaching shooting and self-defense to 
others is today a passion that had its beginnings as a hobby. After becoming a Correctional 
Officer fourteen years ago, I became a little more serious and I began teaching fellow 
correctional officers who were having trouble with weapons qualifications and helping 
them to meet the weapons qualification standards of the IDOC. Seven years ago, I opened 
T-M Firearms Training and began teaching defensive shooting and self-defense on a 
professional level. Over the years, I have been afforded the opportunity to train with 
some of the best trainers in the world. Private sector, public sector and military. Some of 
the best and most recognized trainers in the industry have been my teachers and mentors. 
As a Correctional Officer at a maximum-security penitentiary my personal training 
requirements and needs increased, I became a member of the penitentiary emergency 
squad and served there for five years training with some of the best in the state. I hold and 
continue to maintain a professional firearms permit as a Correctional Officer and a Permit 
to Carry Weapons. Today as the owner of T-M Firearms Training I teach on a professional 
level and I continue to expand my knowledge and experience by training with the best 
trainers in the world. I hold multiple certifications as a trainer in both public and private 
sectors and continue to add to them. I hold certifications with the NRA, USCCA, and the 
IDOC as a instructor and a Training Counselor with the USCCA. I am a 6th Dan in Bushi 
Tai Jutsu, have been competitive shooter, and I have personal experience in the Use of 

Get in a real handgun trining class! Improve marksmanship skills and 
gun handling skills, learn  defensive shooting, get better prepared, 
and increase your survival rate. Come see what you don’t know about 
defensive shooting and self defense. I guarantee you will leave class 
with improved marksmanship skills, defensive skills and a new outlook 
on self defense.

COURSES OFFERED:
• NRA Basic Pistol Course
• Pistol Marksmanship Course
• Advanced Handgun Skills
•  Intro to Defensive Firearms / 

Home Invasion
• AR-15 / Carbine Course
•  Iowa Permit to Carry Weapons 

(CCW)

tmfirearmstraining.wordpress.com

319-371-6698
Email tmfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

Force. I have Military, 
Law Enforcement and 
private sector training 
and experience. Today 
I teach defensive 
shooting and empty 
hands self-defense 
and defensive 
tactics to students 
of all skill levels and 
experiences. I teach 
defensive shooting 
and defensive skills in 
the contexts we most 
likely will need them. The skills you will find need of in a life-threatening situation. I am 
committed to providing my students the best training available and preparing them to 
defend themselves, their loved ones, and the innocent.

A few Certifications;
• NRA Certified Pistol Instructor
•  NRA Certified Refuse to be a Victim Instructor
• NRA Range Safety Officer
•  NRA Certified Distinguished Expert Marksman in pistol and revolver.
•  US Concealed Carry Association (USCCA) Certified Training Counselor
•  US Concealed Carry Association (USCCA) Certified Firearms Instructor
•  Iowa Dept of Corrections Personal Safety Instructor
• Bushi Tai Jutsu 6th Dan

Tim Milligan; T-M Firearms Training “Sometimes an instructor. Always a student.”
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The Worst is Yet 
to Come!

HIGGY’S STAND
                 By Don Higgins

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms. 

Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.  
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!

Ask about our Pet policy. 
Park near your room to unload fast & easy. 

Ice & Soda Available!  Restaurants & entertainment nearby. 

BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:

(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV  • Refrigerator  • Microwave

Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

YOUR HOSTS: Vipul (Vic) & Vilas Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL

info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE 
SHELBYVILLE...

217-728-4314

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

I think by now 
even the most 
ardent Illinois DNR 

supporter knows that the Illinois deer 
herd has dwindled. Even non-hunters 
recognize the Illinois deer herd is but a 
fraction of what it once was, and that is 
in terms of “quantity”. The battle for the 
“quality” of the deer has already been 
lost although there will always be some 
great bucks killed. This is not news to 
anyone. What is news, and needs to be 
recognized by every deer hunter in the 
state is that our deer herd remains in 
decline and DNR is doing nothing to stop 
it. In fact, IDNR claims that this decline 
is planned. Is anyone else curious as to 
just how far down the toilet the “plan” 
will take the Illinois deer herd? Surely the 
public has the right to know just what 
the grand plan is for one of our natural 
resources. As it is, we just keep watching 
a deer herd in decline without any idea 
where or when it ends.
 Let’s start by taking a look at harvest 
numbers for recent years starting in 2005 
when Illinois set its record total harvest.

 The harvest data clearly shows a 
downward trend. By looking at data for 
the last 3 years one could get the idea that 
the harvest numbers and deer herd has 
leveled out but many experienced Illinois 
deer hunters know better. The herd is still 
in decline and although the total harvest 
numbers for 2016 are not yet available, 
there are 2 figures from this season that 
are very telling; The harvest for the 2016 
firearms season fell by 7418 from last 

year and the 2016 archery harvest for the 
month of October was nearly 3000 fewer 
deer than it was just one year ago. As I 
write this with nearly three weeks left 
in archery season and the late-winter 
antlerless seasons still to come, it is 
already obvious that the total harvest for 
2016 will likely be the lowest in 20 years, 
maybe more.
 Those are the numbers supplied by 
IDNR, now let me add some personal 
observations. I hunt extensively in 
several central Illinois counties and am 
in the field almost daily with my work. 
I am absolutely convinced that some 
areas in the state have significantly less 
than 50% of the deer that inhabited 
these same areas as recently as 2011. 
In talking with many other hunters, I 
have yet to hear anyone take issue with 
the idea of reducing the deer population 
from those peak levels. Even the most 

ardent Illinois deer hunter would have 
accepted a 20-25% reduction in the deer 
herd, maybe even more in some areas. 
What they find so hard to swallow is a 
60+% reduction with IDNR putting out 
press releases that it is all part of the 
“plan” and yet we still don’t know how 
much farther the herd will be decimated 
before IDNR backs off on permit 
allocations, bag limits and seasons.
 I run an extensive trail camera route 
in 5 east-central Illinois counties. I place 
those cameras out around July 1 each 
year and leave them out until early spring 
when most bucks have shed their antlers. 
This year I noticed the age-structure of 
the states bucks showing some slight 
improvement over recent years. (Note 
I said “age structure”, not numbers) I 
attribute this to the fact that many of the 
older bucks were killed in 2012 due to the 
extensive EHD outbreak that year. Those 

2005 - 201,209
2006 - 196,241
2007 - 199,611
2008 - 188,901
2009 - 189,634
2010 - 182,270

2011 - 181,451
2012 - 180,811
2013 - 148,614
2014 - 145,720
2015 - 155,229
2016 - ?
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FEB. 4 & 5
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

1501 W. FAYETTE AVE. EFFINGHAM, IL 62401

FEB. 25 & 26
INTERSTATE CENTER

2301 W. MARKET ST., BLOOMINGTON, IL 61704

MARCH 4 & 5
THE PAVILION

1602 SIOUX DRIVE, MARION, IL 62959

MARCH 11 & 12
BELLE-CLAIR EXPO, BELLEVILLE, IL

200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL 62220

MAY 6 & 7
BELLE-CLAIR EXPO, BELLEVILLE, IL

200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL 62220

JUNE 24 & 25
BELLE-CLAIR EXPO, BELLEVILLE, IL

200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL 62220

yearling and button bucks that survived 
that EHD outbreak are now 4 1/2 and 5 
1/2 years old. This year’s 3 1/2 year old 
bucks were not even born yet in 2012. 
This year I had more bucks on camera 
that were 3 1/2 years old and older 
than I have had in a few years. This is 
probably due to expanding the number of 
trail cameras I have and the number of 
properties where I place them.
 That was the “good news”. The bad 
news is that this season I saw more of 
those bucks get killed than ever before. 
Each year I have a number of older bucks 
on trail camera and keep an eye on them 
throughout the entire season as I locate 
bucks to target in future hunting seasons. 
It really is not unusual to have some of 
those bucks get killed. What was unusual 
this season was that the majority of the 
older bucks that I knew of got killed. I 
don’t have the exact figures but roughly 
75% of the older bucks I was keeping 
tabs on this season got killed while in 
past years this figure never approached 
50%. In fact, most years it was under 
30%. It is very easy for me to conclude 

that a larger percentage of the older 
bucks in my area were killed this season 
than in past seasons.
 So this brings us to the main point 
of this post. The obvious decline of the 
Illinois deer herd has not yet hit rock 
bottom. Next year it will be worse than 
it was this year and obviously IDNR does 
not care and has no intentions of doing 
anything about it. If you want to enjoy 
decent deer hunting in the future, YOU 
are going to have to do something about 
it. The fact that IDNR sells you a tag and 
makes it legal for you to kill more deer 
does not mean you have to do it. With 
each passing year as the Illinois deer 
herd continues its decline more and 
more deer hunters are taking notice and 
doing something about it by voluntarily 
reducing their harvests. Have you taken 
that step yet? If not, maybe it’s time to 
think about it and go coyote hunting 
instead of shooting another deer.

Bill Langan and Rocky with some Irish Acres geese. 
Thanks to Mike O’ Bryan with REMAX Traders Unlimited for the photo. 

Call him at 309-687-5069 for all your commercial needs.
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HUNTING 
SMARTER
by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz
marleneasomag@gmail.com

 This past whitetail deer season 
seemed to be the easiest I’ve had in 
many years.   I felt more organized and 
didn’t experience as many of those usual 
“snafus” that tend to pop up making my 
time afield less pleasant.  I took a moment 
and thought back trying to remember why 
this year was less stressful.

GETTING TO STAND
 The first thing to come to mind was that 
I took time in early August to trim the trails 
to my “best’ stands and then mark them with 
reflective thumbtacks which I’ve always 
called “bright eyes.”   Clean clearly marked 
trails makes for a much easier and quicker 
walk to my stands in the early morning 
before dawn.   The bright eyes keep me on 
track as well as from getting confused in the 
dark when missteps or even wrong turns can 
happen no matter how familiar I am with the 
property.   I can remember stumbling through 
the woods only to hear bedded deer get up 
and bound to safer parts of the woods.    I 
discovered if I can walk without hesitation 
and with purpose directly to my stand I don’t 
alert nearby deer.    

SITTING ON STAND
 When I’m comfortable I can hunt 
longer.  Several years ago, my thoughtful 
husband bought me a jacket with heating 
elements sewn into the front panels 
and across the back section which 
are powered by a battery.    As the fall 
temperatures begin to drop I can turn 
on the battery and select the setting 
“warm”, “warmer” or “warmest.”  During 
those cool October mornings, it takes the 
chill off me until the sun gets high enough 
on the horizon to warm my aging bones.   
I also switch the jacket on during my 
afternoon sits once that sun sets and the 
surrounding temperatures begin to cool 
once again.
 This jacket has eliminated the need to 
add extra layers of hunting clothing as the 
season advances into October, November 
and even December. As bowhunters 
know, drawing back the bow gets more 
challenging with each item of clothing we 
add.
 Cabela’s still sells these jackets and 
vests on line but I’ve also seen them in 
basic black fabric offered in Menards and 
Fleet Farm.     

AFTER THE SHOT--trailing
 By arrowing a deer in the morning I 

have all day, if necessary, to recover it.  
But hit a deer just before dusk and before 
I know it the sun has set and I’m using 
my flashlight to trail the deer.   I was 
truly amazed at how handy my Primos 
“bloodhunter” flashlight performed.    
The heavy cloud cover and the dense 
tree canopy offered me no natural light 
making it very difficult to see traces of 
blood.    Because of the “bloodhunter,” I 
was able to find the deer that night and 

did not have to return the next morning to 
resume the recovery effort.  
AFTER THE SHOT—removal
 Once the deer is tagged and field 
dressed it is then that I head back to the 
truck to get my toboggan.      This past year 
I slipped some glow sticks into my pack 
that I’d gotten during a Halloween sale 
a couple years earlier.  My intent was to 
use them to mark my path from the deer 
to the truck.    They worked like a charm 
and glowed for more than the 8 hours 
promised on the packaging.    They could 
easily be hung on a branch, seen from any 
direction and over quite a distance through 

Bright eyes help mark trails

Glow Sticks light up the night
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Excel Viper 
1854

Work with Experienced Duck Hunters for the 
Best Advice on Hunting boats & motors!

M&M Marine has 6-8 Excel Duck 
Hunting Boats always in stock…

FULL SERVICE CENTER
Boating Supplies • Pontoons • Flats

Fishing Hunting & Bass Boats• Runabouts
601 Main St.  • Savanna, IL 61074

email: mmmarine@grics.net

(815) 273-3545

Excel Viper 1754

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve

Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes

the woods.    It made the trek from the truck back to the tagged deer so 
much easier.
 It would be great if my husband and I had a 4-wheeler to bring 
out our deer, but we don’t.  For years, we’ve relied on a basic plastic 
toboggan to make the drag a little less strenuous.     It moves just 
as easily over dried leaves and brush as it does over snow.    It also 
catches any excess blood from messing up the cargo area of our truck 
when transporting the deer back to camp for processing.  We’ve used 
that toboggan to drag out some fairly large deer and even a black 
bear or two.    
 In fact, I’ve used it to haul in ladder stands and the equipment 
necessary to set them up.    I no longer have to make multiple trips 
back and forth from the truck to bring in all the tools and tackle needed 
for assembly.  It’s surprising how much will fit into the toboggan.
 It takes time to find out what works and what doesn’t when you 
are hunting.   But learning how to hunt “smarter” is a process.
 Until next month, don’t forget to take your daughter, granddaughter 
or niece bowhunting. Heated Jackets staves off 

early season chillsToboggans make removal easier

 Solar Blaze wireless solar light 
was developed by a former nuclear 
engineer who brings simple eco-
friendly solutions to the market. This 
is the company’s first product and they 
spent a lot of time to ensure that all of 
the components were the best in class.  
 The problem with most outdoor 
lights is they need to be turned on to 
be able to work, or have electricity feed 
to them. This doesn’t help much if you 
forget to turn it on, or if the power goes 
out. A Solar Blaze LED outdoor light 
takes all that worry away. During the 
day, the sun charges the light, so when 
darkness comes you’re guaranteed to 
have a light to lead you home. There’s 
no need to worry about outages or 
absent-minded children or spouses. 
The lights come on when needed, and 
that means peace of mind.  
 Mount the lights wherever you 
need them from stairs, decks, porches, 
driveways, and anywhere else that’s 
dark and scary.  They are guaranteed to 
stick to any clean dry surface and they 
are eco-friendly and will not run your 
electric bill up. When your ready for 
an easy to install way to light up your 
path - Solar Blaze LED Motion lights are 
hands down the easiest way to go solar.  
 Here are just some highlights of 
the features:
•  EASY peel ‘n stick install (the light 

comes with premium 3M tape), no 

wiring, no tools, 
no holes needed

•  Premium li-ion internal battery: 5 Years 
solar panel lifespan

•  Fully automated: ON at night / auto 
BRIGHT motion detector / DIM standby 
mode / auto OFF in daylight 

• Compact design: 4.5 x 3.4 x 1.6
•  Environmentally eco-friendly: No need 

for electrical wiring, charged with 
solar power

New Solar Blaze 
Wireless Solar Light
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Going into my 2016 season my hopes were high because I gained access to a new farm. The farm was in 
a section I knew very well. I was fortunate enough to have taken some of my best bucks in previous years 
on another farm in the area. As the season began I knew my main purpose would be to help with doe 
management, so I started off right away with harvesting a few deer with my son and daughter along with 
me. As October went by I found myself working most of the weekends. Toward the end October the work 
slowed down and I was getting some good deer on camera. On November 1st I had everything setup for a 
hunt after work, I have always had great luck Oct. 29th - Nov. 4th. So I was a little excited as I got to the 
tree, while climbing up I noticed there were a couple does already feeding across the field from me. The 
evening went on and more does fed out into the field. As the sun set two does walked came from my right 
and I could see there was a good buck following. As he stepped out I knew he was a shooter and focused 
on making the shot. The arrow hit its mark and the buck didn’t go far. The buck green scored  172” as a 
12pt. After that i went back to trying to harvest a few more does and was successful. As the season moved 
from November to December I was still getting several bucks on camera including a four year old 11pt 
who had broken off his right side by this time and a heavy horned 9pt who I believe to be five. The temps 
started dropping towards the middle of December and I was seeing a lot of deer feeding in fields on my 
was home from work nightly. On December 19th the winds switched from out of the north to south winds 
so I drove past the farm to see if my gut feeling was right. When I drove by I saw exactly what I thought 
I would, deer where feeding toward a little radish plot. It’s a small green plot and deer love it, especially 
when you get a south wind after several norths. So the 
next evening I went out early to hunt the plot and deer 
where moving like crazy. I had deer around the entire 
time. When the sun set I had three bucks make their 
way to the radishes one of which was the broken 11pt. 
As they fed past I noticed the 11pt started to posture 
and look to the south. I looked behind my stand and it 
was the heavy horned 9pt walking straight to the plot. 
He walked in to my right giving me a 25 yard shot. The 
shot placement was good and the buck fell 50 yards 
from my stand. The 9pt green scored 153 6/8”. I have 
had several great years of hunting but little did I know 
coming into 2016 that It would be my best year to date. 
After being able to share the outdoors with my children 
and harvesting two great bucks I am so grateful and 
blessed to have had the opportunity to do so.                      

MY 2016 BOW SEASON
By Dustin Martin

15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Monday - Saturday
618-987-2030 • www.HarrisonsSportShop.com

COME SEE US AT THE SOUTHERN IL BOAT & FISHING 
SHOW IN MARION AT THE PAVILION ON FEB  3RD – 5TH.

Come to HARRISON’S to get your BEST DEAL!

Heavy Horned 9 pt- 153 6/8”

172” 12 Pt November 1st
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2017 OPEN HOUSE
Saturday February 18th • 9am – 5pm

Sunday February 19th • 9am – 4pm

New and Pre-owned Boat Specials
Over 17 Models in Stock

Details at www.bedford-sales.com
Email questions to bedfordsales@sbcglobal.net

Or call 815-942-1333
879 Bedford Road, Morris, IL

Seminars by FLW Pros

Chevy Pro Jason Przekurat 
of Stevens Point, Wis.

John Murray of 
Spring City Tenn.

Jim Saric is a Hall of Fame 
musky angler, Host of The 
Musky Hunter television 

show and editor of Musky 
Hunter Magazine.

Ranger Z185

Lund 1750 Rebel XS

Ranger Aluminum RT198P

New Ranger Pontoons
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 Goose populations remain abundant, and average production this spring should lead to a strong fall flight, according 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 2016 Waterfowl Population Status report. Overall, most populations of light and dark 
geese are comparable to or slightly higher than 2015 surveys.
 An early snow melt in Alaska and the western Arctic resulted in good to excellent nesting conditions for lesser Canada 
geese, specklebellies, Ross’s geese and other waterfowl populations. Breeding conditions across the remainder of the 
continent were largely average.

   Canada goose hunters can expect a good fall flight in most 
regions. Atlantic population Canadas increased 19 percent, and 
the Atlantic Flyway resident goose population remains stable, 
which bodes well for waterfowlers in New York, Pennsylvania and 
the Chesapeake’s Eastern Shore.
The breeding population of Mississippi Flyway giants — a prolific 
resident flock — decreased 6 percent. However, good to excellent 
breeding conditions occurred throughout most of its range, 
especially in southern Ontario, Manitoba, Indiana and Michigan. 
Conditions were poor in Ohio.
   While breeding conditions for Central Flyway Canada geese 
were fair to poor, the Western Prairie and Great Plains population 
remains one of the continent’s largest and fastest-growing flocks. 
This year’s breeding population estimate of 1.85 million is a 25 
percent increase over 2015. That should excite waterfowlers from 
Saskatchewan to Oklahoma.
   The Pacific Flyway’s dark goose forecast is a mixed bag. Dry 
conditions likely hindered production for populations nesting in the 
United States, British Columbia and Alberta. However, breeding 
conditions in Alaska and the western Arctic were excellent, 
which should lead to a good fall flight of northern nesters such as 
cacklers.
Despite efforts to curb booming snow goose flocks, key populations 
continue to rise. After a rare population decrease in 2015, the 
massive mid-continent population of light geese — which 
includes both snows and Ross’s — is up 5 percent. A breeding 
population of 3.45 million geese will bolster fall flights to eastern 
Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas.
   Greater snow goose hunters from New Jersey to North Carolina 
should enjoy a good fall flight, as the breeding population climbed 
12 percent to 915,000 birds.
   There’s great news for California specklebelly hunters: The Pacific 
population of white-fronted geese is up 43 percent to 685,500 
birds, and nesting conditions across Alaska’s Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta were excellent this spring.
   Farther east, a fall 2015 survey of mid-continent specklebellies 
indicated 977,100 geese, a 3 percent decrease. However, the 
population remains strong, having increased about 4 percent 
annually during the past decade. Average to above-average 
breeding conditions should lead to strong flights for Arkansas and 
Louisiana.
   There’s finally good news to report for the struggling Atlantic brant 
population. The 2016 mid-winter survey noted 157,900 birds, a 42 
percent increase. Production continues to be an issue for Atlantic 
brant, but biologists report average nesting conditions across their 
range and strong early nest success in northern Hudson Bay.
   Pacific brant also increased, expanding 3 percent to 140,000. 
Good to excellent breeding conditions in Alaska and the western 
Arctic should also boost the fall flight.

ATTENTION GOOSE HUNTERS
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Xpress Hyper-Lift H17

Ranger 178

OPEN HOUSE MARCH 10 & 11
Fri. 8 am - 5pm • Sat. 8am - 2pm • Free Refreshments & Door Prizes!

700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com

WE STOCK A LARGE DISPLAY OF JON BOATS, BASS BOATS & PONTOONS!

Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!
15% OFF MOST ACCESSORIES*

*Some Restrictions Apply.

Lowe Rebates up to $1250! Check out many other rebates & factory Incentives on Boats & Motors . . . Ask for Details!
FIND CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST SELECTION OF BOATS & MOTORS WITH A LARGE ACCESSORY DEPARTMENT!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

Lowe ST175 $16,395*
*plus freight, prep & taxes

Lowe 1648

SALES
&

SERVICE

Special Show 
Pricing On All 

In Stock Boats
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Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
LICENSED & INSURED

715-558-8732
fish4walleye53716@yahoo.com

DeanosGuideService.com
Find us on

RANGE
FOR SALE!

OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY

• 75 Foot Indoor Shooting Range for Firearms, Air Guns & Archery
• ILLINOIS CONCEAL CARRY CLASSES
•  Offering Leagues, Classes, Basic Pistol Classes, 1-on-1 instruction, Gun Rental & 

Full Line of Supplies
• Buy, Sell, Trade, Special Orders

10775 Buckhart Rd. • Rochester, IL 62563

217.498.6988 • www.SiddensGunRange.com

7995 North Gilmore Road • Gairfield, OH 45014
www.grubco.com

Mighty Mealys - 500 - $10.00
Great for trout. 2X large size

Waxworms - 500 - $14.00
Creamy white. 3/4” long

Superworms - 500 - $15.00
1-1/2” to 2” long.

Spikes - 500 - $8.00
1/2” long, red or white

Grub Pack - $6.95
50 large mealworms, 50 mighty mealys, 
50 waxworms & 50 superworms

* prices do not include shipping

Phone orders call 800-222-3563
Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American Express

Great selection, low price, and unbeatable quality. Since 1951.

“CO-CHI-1” Charter
Lake Michigan Sport 
Fishing At Its Finest!

North Point 
Marina

Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH 
POINT MARINA at the Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE 
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)
WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.6 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 33+ YEARS!

 (847)872-1191For information and reservations call or write: 
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 

ELITE FLATHEAD 
ANGLERS RECAP 
OF 2016
By Matthew Rushton and Zack Richards

 The addiction is real, we have con-
firmed this! Our page (Elite Flathead An-
glers) has climbed to 600 plus flathead ad-
dicts from all over the world since starting 
up in mid October 2016. 
 The 2016 season has been one of the 
best seasons thus far for many reasons. Ob-
viously one being the start of Elite Flathead 
Anglers and the spread of importance on 
CPR (Catch Picture Release) but most im-
portantly the page has helped some of our 
members catch their first flathead. Angelo 
Barbanente, Katherine Richards and Scott 
Pruski all from Sandwich, IL along with a 

few others landed their first flatheads this 
2016 season. A lot of members on the page 
have declared 2016 one of their best sea-
sons. Admin of the Facebook Page Zack 
Richards from Sandwich IL CPR’d 75 flat-
heads all from the Fox River. Zack caught 
a 30lb flathead deeming that his personal 
best in 2016. Matthew Rushton of Lombard, 
IL as well as Elite Flathead Anglers other 
Admin CPR’d a 35lb camouflage monster 
having that be his best catch since starting 
up flathead fishing 3 years ago. 
 The average six month flathead sea-
son showed many changes from the begin-

ning through the end. During the beginning 
and end the flatheads seemed more likely 
to be caught around structures and deep 
holes in the River versus through the time 
in between they were more likely to be 
caught in slightly shallower open waters. 
The bait of choice seemed to differ from the 
beginning to end as well, in the beginning 
of the season it seemed that smaller blue 
gill were attracting the flatheads. As time 
went on through the middle months the 
flatheads didn’t seem to have a preference 
and took to any size blue gill, bull head, 
creek chubs, carp and suckers. Nearing the 
end of the season the flatheads seemed 
to be drawn more to larger baits assum-
ing that to be because winter was coming. 
These noticeable changes from our friendly 
giants has sparked interest through out the 
Elite Flathead Anglers page. Most mem-
bers have decided to start using a log to 
track such changes in the 2017 season. The 
Admins of the page are then going to be 
taking that information and turning it into 
the local IDNR fish biologists to be used to 
help with studies and regulations. 
 In 2017 we are hopeful for another 
great season. The Elite Flathead Anglers 
Facebook page is planning to put together 
a few tournaments the first one being some-

time in the beginning of June. Plans of put-
ting together a kids fishing and educational 
day is in the works as well. The admins of 
the Facebook page also plan to have a booth 
at the Northern Illinois hunting and fishing 
days in Plano, IL on September 23-24, 2017. 
As always anyone is welcome to join Elite 
Flathead Anglers on Facebook with the un-
derstanding that we are a strictly CPR (catch 
picture release) page. “Collect Memories 
not fish, keep fishing for the future. If not us, 
who? If not now, when?” -Tight Lines

Kat Richards, Scotty Pruski and 
Angelo Barbanente all of Sandwich 

IL with their first flatheads
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 Brendan Quinn is a veteran hunter. He 
is now a wheelchair rider as a result of a 
motorcycle accident three years ago. I asked 
Quinn how he got back into hunting after his 
accident. He said his physical therapist would 
talk about hunting with him. When Quinn was 
discharged from the hospital, his physical 
therapist wanted him to meet her and her 
husband at local sporting goods store. They 
looked at crossbows and Quinn found one that 
he wanted. As it turned out, Quinn’s therapist’s 
husband was part of Whitetails Unlimited. 
Whitetails Unlimited bought Brendan the cross 
bow to help get him back hunting.  
 Quinn decided to apply for a pheasant 
hunt in late 2015 through Illinois Wheeling 
Sportsman. However, he was not able to 
make that hunt, so IWS let him know that 
they would work on getting Quinn a different 
hunt. The next call from IWS was to let 
Quinn know that in October 2016 he would 
be involved with one of the Ted Nugent 
hunts - sponsored by the Hal B Hempen 
fund. A fundraiser for Quinn at Lake Carlie 
was held prior to the hunt.
 When the hunt finally arrived, he 
traveled to Michigan and participated in a 
hog hunt on the first day. Quinn said it was 
great and heard lots of different animals – 
goats, rams and deer - while waiting to see 
the hogs. His first shot at the hogs missed, 
but was able to redeem himself.  Quinn says 
he was able to get a great shot at one of the 
hogs and it went down.

“ROCKIN’ HUNT”
By Thane Hunt

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
• HUNTING - FISHING
• CAMPING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES
• NEW & USED FIREARMS
• BRADLEY SMOKERS
• FFL TRANSFERS
• HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

TERRY HOWARTER                                                                    DENISE SHEPHERD

205 East Main St., Knoxville, IL 61448
life@greatoutdoors3.comcastbiz.net

309.388.0159

TOTAL
CONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDS
Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1955 CR. 1700 E. Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

 During lunch, Quinn was talking 
with one of the other hunters during the 
lunch when someone tapped him on the 
shoulder. It was Nugent, who wanted to 
say hello. Quinn said he and the famous 
rocker talked for over four hours. He said it 
was a hunt that he could never forget.
 Quinn is also a para-athlete that does 
triathlons. He has done the PNC Peoria 
Marathon, is considering doing the Boston 
Marathon, and wants to compete in the 
Para-Olympics. I asked Quinn what one 
thing he would share with others. He says 
that if people say you can’t do something, 
prove them wrong.  
 If you are an outdoorsperson with a 
disability and want to share your story, 
please contact me, Thane Hunt, at 309-338-
0990 or thane@huntsgungetaway.com.

Brendan getting his sponsor check 
for the trip

Brendan with Ted Nugent

Brendan with the rest of the hunters
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 Ice fishing for largemouth bass is 
sort of an economized version of its 
openwater counterpart. Hobbit-size 
rods. Little bitty plastic worms, micro 
hair jigs and small spoons, and even 
scaled-down “ice crankbaits,” each 
worked with utmost finesse, mesmerize 
wintertime bass. We say mesmerize 
because sometimes in freezing water, 
bass like to hover and stare things 
down for agonizing minutes at a time 
before leisurely paddling off in the other 

direction, or finally, mercifully, opening 
up and eating. Ice bass do head shakes in 
slow motion, so if you’re watching on an 
underwater camera, the sluggish drama 
looks particularly awesome.
 All of which runs a little counter 
to what happens in waters hosting 
prodigious populations of largemouths 
or smallmouths. Especially in ponds, 
lakes and reservoirs in the southern 
edge of the ice belt, bass often bite well 
all winter. Meanwhile, peak fishing in 
northern natural lakes occurs at first 
and last ice. That said, it’s feasible to 

find underwater havens with an Aqua-
Vu camera—sunken Christmas trees 
and other artificially placed cover—that 
collect cadres of big bass all winter. Put 
a lively golden shiner down there, and 
you’ll eventually catch every bass on the 
tree. Rig a deadstick or Frabill tip-up and 
wait for flags to fly.
 
Hardwater Sight Fishing 
 Most of the rest of the time bass 
languish in water shallower than about 18 
feet, and in many lakes, that means sight 
fishing near remnant veg beds. Viewing 
through a “widescreen” hole, delivering 
baits to bass while sitting in a spacious 
shelter is a can’t-miss hardwater event. 
Well worth the price of admission, 
sighting merely costs the effort to cut the 
crater, either by drilling a sequence of at 
least six holes in a rectangular shape, or 
by using a chainsaw or an Ice Saw.
 For sight fishing individual big bass, 
I’m partial to tiny black marabou or fox hair 
jigs; or 1 to 2-inch micro plastic worms. 
Rigged on a #10 Custom Jigs Chekai 
tungsten jig, a little Wedgee softbait is a 
bona fide bass catcher. Even better if you 
add a micro collar, skewering a Nucler 
Ant legs onto the jig first, followed by the 

Wedgee worm. Heavy headed tungsten 
fishes fast, and exaggeratedly activates 
a thin plastic tail, even if you’re barely 
quivering the rodtip.
 The trick is to keep the jighead 
relatively still while pulsing the tips of the 
plastic like it’s a little tense. Best way to 
pull this off is to OD on coffee first thing 
in the morning. Get your hands nice and 
shaky with a caffeine buzz; that’s about 
the right jigging cadence for triggering 
coldwater bass.
 Seriously, sometimes, the best move 
of all is to simply keep the jig stock-
still, giving quick, short hops every ten 
seconds or so. Again, watch each bass’s 
reaction on a camera to discover the best 
rhythm.
 One slick softbait alternative is a 
micro wacky rig. Skewer the middle of a 
Custom Jigs Noodel—essentially a micro 

Late Model Recycled Auto & Truck Parts

18561 Knight Rd. • Virginia, IL
800-346-4540 • www.ScottysAutoParts.com
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm • Closed Sat. & Sun.

6 MONTH WARRANTY ON MOST PARTS!

6125 East 1175 North Rd. • Bloominton, IL 61705
309-379-4331 • darnalls1923@gmail.com • Darnalls.com

Open: Tues-Thurs 9am - 9pm • Fri-Sun 9am - 6pm
Call ahead as special events might affect normal hours.

Public Range with Membership Benefits
Where Sportsmen Have Been Serving Sportsmen Since 1923

Bloominton-Normal’s Only Indoor & Outdoor 
Range with Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays

Guns & Shooting Supplies for Sale
Full Line Gun Repair Service

Rebluing & Parkerizing • Basic Handgun Training
Certified Staff  • Instructional Classes

HENRY DECOY SHOW
Sunday, February 12, 2017

8am - 2pm
HenryDecoyShow.com

HARDWATER 
BASSIN’
ALTERNATIVE WINTER 
ACTIVITY COMES OF AGE
By Ted Pilgrim
Photo by Bill Linder

2-inch “Tungsten Bug” 
built with a Custom Jigs 
& Spins Chekai, Wedgee 
and Nuclear Ant collar.
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wacky worm— onto a tungsten ‘shaky 
head’ (a #10 Majmun is perfect) and go 
to town. Another option is a downsized 
dropshot rig, wielding the same micro 
softbaits on a different presentation, 
albeit in vertical fashion.
 Same deal with bait moves as before. 
Take your time. Pause for painfully long 
seconds before giving the bait one or two 
tiny undulations. Pause again and wait. 
No, really, wait! (Everything takes its 
time when the water’s 35-degrees.)

 
 

 
 
 

Hobbit Rods
 All of these fine-tuned moves are 
best accomplished with, frankly, a fine-
tuned ice rod. You can’t believe how 
delicately bass can nip bitsy artificial 
things that fit into a contact lens. It’s why 
whether you’re working a tiny tungsten 
jig and inch-long Wedgee plastic or a 
1/16-ounce Slender Spoon, the right rod’s 
a big deal for hardwater bass.
 St. Croix has borrowed the concept 
of a split grip handle from its Mojo Bass 
openwater rods and applied it to ice. 

Wise move, dudes. Sensitivity reigns 
supreme at Croix, and a Mojo ICE split 
grip ice rod sports an exposed blank, 
perfect for pencil-gripping with an index 
finger. Grab a pair of fingerless gloves 
and catch the vibe. A 32-inch medium 
Mojo Ice is just right for tungsten jigs and 
plastic, while the 36-inch MIR36L—a 
lightweight gem of a rod—is exceptional 
for working small hair jigs, spoons or 
downsized swimming lures like Custom 
Jigs & Spins RPM (sort of a secret bass 
lure). Spool with 4- or 5-pound test micro 
braid, such as PowerPro Ice Tec, and 
you’ll be fishing the most sensitive, fine-
tuned bass instrument on the ice.
 Bassin’ on ice remains sort of a 
cult-classic; almost like the behavior 
of the anti-establishment. Few do it on 
purpose. Though no one really knows 
why. But those who fish ‘em, release 
‘em. And if they happen across a pocket 
of smallmouths wintering in 25 feet of 
water, they move along and leave ‘em 
in peace. Barotrauma’s a nasty business. 
The rest of the time, bassin’ on ice is a 
beautiful wintertime behavior. Think of 
it as fishing for members of the sunfish 
family, on a truly titanic scale.

Make Memories...Go Boating!

BOAT SHOW
MARCH 2, 3, 4 & 5
Thurs - Sat 10 am - 8 pm • Sun 11 am - 4 pm

VILLAGE SQUARE MALL
1910 S. Banker St., Effingham, IL

217.342.6344 • www.lsmboats.com
712 E. Fayette Ave., Effingham, IL 62401

Serving Customers 
for Over 44 Years!

Oasis Angler

St. Croix’s new Mojo ICE borrows 
technology from the open-water bass 
fishing market, such as a balanced 

and lightweight split-grip.

Custom Jigs & Spins Rotating 
Power Minnow (RPM)

Sight fishing for ultra-selective, sluggish bass is one of the most exciting ways 
to angle for the species through the ice. Photo by Bill Lindner
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 Spring fishing on Norfork Lake this 
year should start by the end of February if 
the warm winds continue. This past winter 
we saw very few cold days and little snow. 
The warm rains in December and the lake 
rise held the water temperature in the low 
fifties. The lake is still in the high forties 
to low fifties and the water is warming up 
each day. With the warm water we should 
see a smaller shad die off which will lead 
a healthy shad population this year.
 The fish will appear in different parts 
of the lake. For example the walleye will 
begin their spawning cycle and will be 
found spawning on pea gravel sloping 
banks. Some of the better spots are at the 
Arkansas Missouri state line, Liner Creek, 
Bridges Creek to the US 160 bridge, Hand 
Cove area, Dam Cove, and Thumb Point.

after a heavy rain the same spot will be 
void of crappie. They had moved off to find 
a deeper brush pile. You can still catch 
them but the bite will be a little slower 
until the warm lake water returns. Crappie 
will be caught in all the major creeks. Just 
look on your depth finder for brush piles. 
They are scattered over the lake in every 
creek arm. Find the brush and you will find 
the crappie. This is when a current Norfork 
Lake fishing map comes in handy. The 
most current versions are available at the 
local bait and tackle shops.
 Bass will begin their move up the 
creeks and coves also. Smallmouth are the 
first to spawn. They will spawn on deep 
boulders off sloping points for example 
at Barron Point near point 1. I catch lots 
of smallies off Barron Point in 20 to 30’ 
of water when I’m striper fishing in the 
spring. Large mouth will move all the way 
up the creeks and back into the coves to 
make their beds. Again cold fronts will 

 Stripers will move to the warmest and 
dirtiest water up in the creeks. Find a creek 
with warm dirty water and you should find 
stripers, from Pigeon Creek to Big Creek 
stripers will be found. The night time bite 
stripers can be caught all over the lake. 
When a strong south wind happens you 
can find stripers on any northern shores. 
Some good spots are Diamond Bay, Dam 
Cove, Thumb Point, Cranfield Island, 
points leading up towards Red Bank, 
Barron Creek, and around Reynolds Island 
in Big Creek to name a few.
 Crappie will begin their movement 
from the deep brush piles towards the 
creeks. The big issue with crappie is the 
weather fronts and rain storms. I have 
watched anglers catching crappie in 1 foot 
of water way back in a creek. The next day 

dictate their cycle. Warm weather and 
normal water levels will keep them on the 
beds. A heavy storm will move the bass 
off the beds and back into deeper water. 
 Spring offers a lot of fishing fun. If 
you just get out on the lake, you can catch 
fish. It really boils down to putting your 
time in on Norfork Lake. Cold fronts will 
always effect the fish but if you have 
the will, you to can catch lots of species 
of fish during the spring. Sharpen your 
hooks, wear your PFD, and don’t forget 
to take a kid with you to groom the next 
generation of Norfork Lake anglers!
 Tom Reynolds has fished Lake Norfork 
for over 35 years and guides out of Tracy 
Ferry Marina; you can reach him at www.
stroutfitters.com, 870-421-1541 

January Fishing Report
 The Norfork Lake surface temperature 
is staying in the high forties to low fifties 
depending on what part of the lake you 

SPRING STRIPER FISHING
By Thomas P. Reynolds

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT 
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!
2017 LUNDS IN STOCK

1600 Fury Tiller w/Merc 25 HP 4S
1650 Rebel Tiller w/Honda 60 HP

(2) 1650 Rebels XS SS w/Merc 60 or  90HP 4S
(2) 1775 Impacts SS or Sport w/ Merc 115HP 4S

1875 Impact SS w/ Merc 150HP 4S
1775 Crossover XS w/ Merc 150 HP 4S

1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

LUND Impact 1875

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

NEW Legend V20!

Bulk Oil Refill Deals! 

WINTER STORAGE AVAILABLE HERE!

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731

STR Outfitters

These memories will last a lifetime ....

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com
877.246.7896 YOUR PHOTO HERE!

IMAGINE . . .

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com
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are in. The shad can be found in the 
main creeks like Float Creek, Panther 
Creek, and the Crystal Cove area. The 
shad are also in the marinas under the 
docks. I have them under my dock at 
Tracy Marina. Sometimes you can find 
schools of stripers within the marinas 
so make sure you have your depth 
finder on when your leaving your 
marina The live bait users continue to 
catch stripers using shad, creek cubs, 
and shiners. The artificial users are 
catching stripers and white bass on 
spoons, and the trollers are catching 
stripers on swim baits. Find the shad 
and you will find the fish.
 My cousins use the Christmas 
break to visit and striper fishing, we 
fished Wednesday and Thursday and 
caught stripers both days. The first 
day it was very cloudy but with a 
calm wind we fished for several hours 
without a bite. Then the sun came 
out and the stripers started feeding. 
We caught 5 within an hour, then the 
bite was over. Thursday the sun was 
out but the wind started early and 
pickup all morning long. Emily had not 
caught a fish the day before so it was 
her turn. My cousin Donald hooked 
the first striper but lost it at the boat. 
Emily hooked and landed 3 before the 
wind turned bad. The wind continued 
to pick up all morning so we finally 
had to quit. The waves were 2 ½ feet 
and it was unsafe to continue fishing. 
I was fishing Float Creek with the lines 
set at 35 to 40 feet with Creek Chubs. 
I could not hold the boat in place so 
we just floated down the center of the 
creek and hooked the stripers as we 
floated. Striper fishing will great for 
the next several weeks so come out 

112 East High Street • Hennepin, IL 61327

815.925.7216
www.hennepinmarine.com

Special Financing Rates
Over 50 Boats On Display Indoors
CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST 

SELECTION OF IN-STOCK BOATS!

and give it a try.
 For you out of area folks, you might want 
to get your calendars out and start making 
plans now. Winter is here and it’s a wonderful 
time to be on the lake. The stripers will 
begin their winter feed patterns as the air 
and water temperatures drop along with the 
other predator species. A good tool to use to 
make your plans with is on the web at www.
FishNorfork.com for everything Norfork Lake! 
By the way, did you know Norfork Lake offers 
thousands of acres of hunt-able land to the 
public? The deer hunt has been very good 
this season. For a real outdoor adventure, you 
might consider a striper fishing trip combined 
with a pheasant hunt. It’s a blast!

Tom Reynolds has fished Lake Norfork for over 
37 years and guides out of Tracy Ferry Marina; 

you can reach him at 
www.stroutfitters.com, 870-421-1541 or

Facebook.com/stroutfitters ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE
THINKING ABOUT SUMMER?

WE ARE TOO! SO JOIN US FOR OUR

MARCH 3 - 5, 2017
Friday 9am - 5pm

Saturday 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday 10 am - 3pm

The BEST Deals on New & Used Boats
15% Off Accessories

(excludes electronics)

Stop and see the new Lund Pontoons!



24TH ANNUAL

Tinley Park 
Fishing & Outdoor Show

FEBRUARY 11th AND 12th, 2017
180,000 Sq. Ft of Exhibit Space

Saturday & Sunday 9am - 5pm
Tinley Park High School

6111 W. 175th St. Tinley Park, IL

TinleyParkFishingShow.com

DUCK HUNTING PACKAGE:
Lodging for 3 Days and 3 Nights

3 Days of Guided Hunting • 2 Meals Per Day
Weekly Rates From $599 - $749

Weekend Rates from $699 - $849

CALL TODAY! 1-877-258-3226
www.BlueBankResort.com
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2017 CACHE CALENDAR
FEBRUARY

FROG & TOAD SURVEY ORIENTATION
Saturday, February 4, 1-3pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Learn how to conduct listening surveys 
of the frogs and toads of the Cache River 
Watershed for the Illinois Natural History 
Survey. No special skills needed; families 
welcome to participate. All materials will be 
provided for surveys, conducted four times 
between February and June. Questions, call 
the Wetlands Center at 618-657-2064.

MOVIE NIGHT
Thursday, February 9, 6-8pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Free nature movies for viewers of all ages: 
this year’s theme is “Peculiar Pollinators.” 
Light refreshments served and brief 
discussion led by AmeriCorps members from 
Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge 
after the movie. This month’s showing is 
Disney’s Wings of Life. Questions, call 
Cypress Creek at 618-634-2231.

BUTTERFLIES: HOW THEY SURVIVE
Sunday, February 12, 1-2pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center

Learn the life cycles of various butterflies 
and how they survive winter: some go south, 
but others stay and tough it out in one form 
or another. Questions, call the Wetlands 
Center at 618-657-2064.

20TH ANNUAL GREAT BACKYARD 
BIRD COUNT
Friday, February 17-Monday, February 20
Count birds in your own backyard for at least 
15 minutes on one or more days and submit 
your results at eBird.org or through GBBC. 
For more information on this citizen science 
project, visit http://gbbc.birdcount.org/get-
started/

ADVENTURE SERIES: BELLROSE 
BIKE TOUR
Saturday, February 25, 10am-12pm
Location: Meet at Bellrose Viewing Platform, 
Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge.
Get a special “behind-the-scenes” look at 
how wetland areas are managed during this 
bicycle tour of Bellrose Waterfowl Reserve, 
which is normally closed to the public this 
time of year. Please register in advance by 
calling Cypress Creek at 618-634-2231.

MARCH
BIRDS OF MERMET LAKE
Saturday, March 4, 9-11am
Location: Mermet Lake State Fish and 
Wildlife Area
Meet at the parking area for the Bluebird 
Trail, and take a guided driving tour around 
Mermet Lake, with stops for closer views of 
waterfowl and identification tips. Questions, 
call the Wetlands Center at 618-657-2064.

MOVIE NIGHT
Thursday, March 9, 6-8pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Free nature movies for viewers of all ages: 
this year’s theme is “Peculiar Pollinators.” 
Light refreshments served and brief 
discussion led by AmeriCorps members from 
Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge 
after the movie. This month’s showing is 

Silence of the Bees. Questions, call Cypress 
Creek at 618-634-2231.

LANDSCAPING WITH NATIVE 
GRASSES
Sunday, March 12, 2-3pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Learn how to pair native grasses with 
wildflowers in your home landscape, to 
provide beauty as well as larval food for 
moths and butterflies. Questions, call the 
Wetlands Center at 618-657-2064.

BIRDING THE BOTTOMS
Tuesday, March 14, 6-7pm
Location: Hickory Bottoms Trail, Cypress 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge
Bring your binoculars and rubber boots for 
this early spring evening hike in search 
of woodpeckers, raptors and migrating 
waterfowl. Questions, call Cypress Creek at 
618-634-2231.

BIRDING AT GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND
Saturday, March 18, 1-2pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Enjoy a photo presentation by John and 
Martha Schwegman on birds of the West 
Indies, including many birds of southern 

Meatsaws • Grinders • Stuffers • Freezer Paper
Jerky & Summer Sausage Seasonings • Casings

Anything & Everything for Home Deer Processing
WE HAVE IT IN ALL STORE LOCATIONS!

ILLINOIS: Macomb, Monmouth, Canton, Galesburg, Kewanee
IOWA: West Burlington

WWW.FARMKING.COM 
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MILLRIGHT
LOCAL 1051
LINCOLN, IL
Like us on Facebook!
217-735-1051 • www.millwrightlocal1051.com

Illinois that migrate to Grand Bahama Island 
in the winter. Questions, call the Wetlands 
Center at 618-657-2064.

REPTILES AS PETS?
Saturday, March 25, 10-11:30am
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Program details were unavailable at press 
time. For updated information, call the 
Wetlands Center at 618-657-2064.

APRIL
CALLING ALL OWLS
Friday, April 7, 7-10pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Swoop on in to learn all about the owls of 
southern Illinois, and then head out into the 
cool dark night to listen for their eerie
calls. After the indoor program from 7-8pm, 
natural heritage biologist Mark Guetersloh 
will lead a guided owl prowl. Questions, call 
the Wetlands Center at 618-657-2064.

SPRING MIGRATION BIRD HIKE
Tuesday, April 11, 6-7pm
Location: Limekiln Springs Trail,
Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge
Binoculars are recommended for this evening 
hike in search of migrating warblers. The 
hike will begin at the Lower Cache Access 

off Access Road. Questions, call Cypress 
Creek at 618-634-2231.

GUIDED VAN TOUR ON TUNNEL HILL 
STATE TRAIL
Thursday, April 13, four trips scheduled 
throughout the day
Location: Meet at Cache River Wetlands 
Center
Enjoy the spring flowers and learn more 
about the wildlife, history and hydrology of 
the Cache River Watershed on this guided 
van tour for senior citizens and persons 
with physical limitations. The tour will 
explore a section of the Tunnel Hill State 
Trail between Vienna and the Cache River 
Wetlands Center. Limited seats; please 
register in advance by calling the Wetlands 
Center at 618-657-2064.

MOVIE NIGHT
Thursday, April 13, 6-8pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Free nature movies for viewers of all ages: 
this year’s theme is “Peculiar Pollinators.” 
Light refreshments served and brief 
discussion led by AmeriCorps members from 
Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge 
after the movie. This month’s showing is 
Hummingbirds: Jewels of the Air. Questions, 
call Cypress Creek at 618-634-2231.

KIDS IN THE WOODS: LOOKING UP, 
LOOKING DOWN
Saturday, April 15, 1-3pm
Location: Cache River Wetlands Center
Program series by Southern Illinois Master 
Naturalists for families with children ages 
5-10. This month, we will be looking up to
observe and identify clouds, looking up 
at trees to notice their different shapes, 
and looking down for shadows and animal 
tracks. Please register in advance by calling 
the Wetlands Center at 618-657-2064.

SPRING WILDFLOWER HIKE AT 
LIMEKILN SPRINGS
Thursday, April 20, 6-7pm
Location: Limekiln Springs Trail, Cypress 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge
The Limekiln Springs Trail has a gorgeous 
display of native spring wildflower species. 
This early evening hike will leave from the 
Limekiln Springs West Access. Questions, 
call Cypress Creek at 618-634-2231.

GET OUTSIDE DAY, ANYWHERE 
OUTSIDE, ANYTIME
Saturday, April 22, anytime
Location: Anywhere outside!
Just for one day, make the commitment to 
unplug your computer and reconnect with 
Nature and your loved ones by exploring the

great outdoors together. Recommended 
for people of all ages. Take the challenge 
for one day and be your REAL, WILD self. 
Caution: you may experience unexplainable 
moments of joy and laughter!

SPRING HIKE AT HERON POND
Saturday, April 22, 9-11am
Location: Heron Pond Trail, Cache River 
State Natural Area
Celebrate GET OUTSIDE DAY by taking 
a guided hike with John and Martha 
Schwegman to identify spring wildflowers 
and birds. Meet at the parking lot for Heron 
Pond Trail. Questions, call the Wetlands 
Center at 618-657-2064.

ADVENTURE SERIES: ABANDONED 
CHANNEL ADVENTURE
Saturday, April 29, 9am-12pm
Location: Cache Levee Access, Cypress 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge
Enjoy a free canoe tour through the southern 
end of the Refuge along the Old Cache 
Channel, which features bottomland forests
and a diversity of wildlife. Limited space, 
please register in advance by calling Cypress 
Creek at 618-634-2231.
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by A.K. Thompson
“ALONENESS”
 Lately I’ve sort of been wondering 
(though not too terribly hard) about 
whether or not my level of routine and 
what some may construe as isolation, is 
healthy or not – furthermore, if I should 
do anything to change my ways. You see, 
for every moment in my life that I’ve been 
single, I’ve spent almost in near-perfect 
isolation. I eat alone, I hike alone, I fish 
alone, I do everything alone, alone, alone 
– at home, at home, at home!! I create 
even deeper bonds with my animals – 
the dogs, especially. We achieve a whole 
new level of cuddling and intensify the 
definition of a Lazy Sunday. 

 I take this 
very seriously. Alone 
time is something I 
cherish. When I’m 
not at work I literally 
don’t want to do 
anything but read, 
watch movies, make 
dinner, fuss over the 
animals, take naps, 
and drink wine. I’ve 

heard my friends with kids talk about 
how they would practically give their 
right arm for a day off to themselves, so 
it can’t be so bad of a trait to have myself 
– I should count myself lucky!
 Another reason I don’t mind staying 
home is that a person can save quite a 
bit of money. As a single person I’m not 
spending that extra cash on a boyfriend 
or going to movies or going out to have 
dinner, (not to mention all the extra food 
it takes to keep a man fed!), etc. There 
are a lot of perks to the solitary, single 
life. I can eat whatever I want. I can 
dress like a hobo when I’m home – huge 
ratty knit sweaters or hoodies with holes 

in the armpits, old tank tops, stained 
sweatpants, leg warmers, patterned 
socks – my hair in a messy bun – curled 
up on the couch with a glass of wine. Oh, 
dear Lord, I love it! It’s calm, it’s quiet. 
 When it’s dark I strap on my headlamp 
and walk the dogs—before sunrise and 
after sunset. I love walking in the dark, 
there is something extra peaceful about 
the nightfall and the predawn. At first I 
was spooky, but now I trudge happily 
through the yard and onto the road, the 
beam of my lamp catching glints of doe 
eyes reflected back. It is empowering to 
not be afraid of the dark. 
 I have become so accustomed to 
the darkness in fact, that I’ve grown 
particularly fond of the opossum who 
lives under my shop. The mangy thing 
only has one eye. Opossums are really 
slow, too. Even when they look a little 
panicked and are “making a break for it,” 
they still hesitate in their steps, sloppily 
hurrying to get away. The varmint has 
endeared (him?) herself to me. I haven’t 
named her yet, but don’t be surprised if 
I do. I have fallen for this marsupial so 

deeply that when I was North visiting 
family for the holiday, I also befriended 
my parent’s resident cat-food-stealing 
opossum. Now, this guy is an old critter. 
The hide is nearly white instead of the 
swirling grey – she’s slow, too…and 
the babies! Oh, the little opossums who 
I would happen upon in the side yard at 
night. I would walk up real close on them 
(my head lamp no doubt doing a good job 
of freezing them in their tracks, much the 
same as deer), kneel down and just gaze 
at them, cooing sweet nothings.
 I think a life of aloneness makes 
a person more in tune with the world 
around them. I just know that for myself, 
the years of being in relationships took 
a lot out of me. Two failed marriages, 
a few years-long engagements, and all 
for what? I really am leaning toward 
the conclusion that the amount of time I 
spend alone is actually a very good thing 
– all those years of not being alone, all 
those years of devotion to someone else, 
left me without a defined sense of self or 
purpose. Now I am devoted to my own 
health and happiness – and I spend a lot 

KA-TONKA
Feel free to stay the day, stay the night, 
or stay the week! We have a 5,000 
square foot lodge capable of sleeping 
up to 13 people. 

• Quail, Chukar, & Pheasant Hunting
• Turkey Hunting
• Deer Hunting
• Sporting Clays
• Skeet/Trap
•  On-site Campground
•  Lodging - Home Cooked Breakfast 

included

Call Today: 573-985-7477 • www.katonkaclaysports.com

GAME PRESERVE AND SPORTING CLAYS, LLC
57290 Cumberland Trail • New London, MO 63459

We are Missouri’s largest 
Owen’s dog box distributor. 

Call for in-stock units.

We are the Midwest’s only 
stocking distributor for 

Lawry Clay Targets.



February 2017 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” 99

more time in communication with friends 
and family. I like myself a whole lot more 
than I did this time last year, and last year 
than I did the year before. I love having 
all the time in the world (when I’m not 
working) to think, and read, and wonder. 
Really, I’m not alone—I’ve got the dogs 
and the Dirt Church—fills my heart to 
bursting. Amen.

A.K. Thompson is a fiction writer 
and teacher who makes her home 
in southern Illinois. She holds a 
Master’s Degree in Writing and 
Consciousness from the New College 
of California, and an MFA in Creative 
Writing from Southern Illinois 
University. She has served as an 
Assistant Editor for the Crab Orchard 
Review.  Her work has appeared 
in STORY Magazine, Surreal South 
-- An Anthology of Short Fiction and 
Poetry, The Smoking Poet, and The 
Chiron Review among others. Friend 
Dirt Church on Facebook! Email A.K.: 
akdirtchurch@gmail.com

Reduce Tick Population Up to 90% with Fast 
and Easy, New Thermacell Tick Control System

Bedford, Mass. 
( O c t o b e r 
2 0 1 6 ) – N e w 
backyard tick 
solution kills 
ticks where 

they live and breed, reducing tick populations 
by up to 90 percent1.  Pulling blood sucking 
ticks off children and pets is a gross chore, 
and some ticks may carry Lyme disease which 
affects 300,000 people a year, with boys aged 
5-9 at the highest risk.2    Reduce your family’s 
chance of contracting Lyme disease and 
minimize exposure to chemicals by placing 
Thermacell Tick Control Tubes in your yard.
 Thermacell Tick Control System is not a 
chemical spray, rather tubes designed to blend 
in with natural ground cover and decompose in 
months.   There are no restrictions for use around 
kids, pets or the environment.  Thermacell was 
developed and patented by Harvard University 
researchers. The Thermacell system harnesses 
nature to kill ticks in the larvae and nymph 
stage when the chance of infecting people 
with Lyme disease is the highest, and before 
they become reproductive adults, laying up to 
3000 eggs per tick.  

 “Thermacell Tick Tubes use permethrin, a 
CDC recommended active ingredient against 
ticks, to reduce the tick population in your 
yard and lower the chances of contracting 
Lyme disease,” said Allegra Lowitt, General 
Manager, Tick Division,Thermacell Repellents, 
Inc.  “Unlike other options, Thermacell targets 
only ticks not beneficial insects found in the 
yard and makes it possible to dramatically 
reduce tick populations without broadcast 
spraying pesticides.”
 Thermacell Tick Control System is quick 
and easy to use:  installation takes under ten 
minutes with no set-up or clean-up required.  
Only two applications are needed annually 
for best results.  The Thermacell Tick Control 
System is available in two coverage areas:    a 
5,000 square feet size suggested for homes on 
up to a half acre ($24.99) and a value size of 
20,000 square feet ($74.99) recommended for 
homes on up to 2 acres. Available on Amazon.
com and thermacell.com in spring 2017.
Effective
•  Controls ticks that may carry Lyme 

Disease  
• Kills ticks early in their life cycle 
•  Reduces tick populations up to 90% 

Quick to Apply
• Apply to yard in under 10 minutes
• Reduces tick populations up to 90%
• Only 2 applications needed a year
Targeted Solution
• Targets ticks, not friendly insects
• Reduces ticks without spraying the yard
Affordable
•  2 Applications for a typical 1/4 acre lot 

costs $50/yr

About Thermacell Repellents, Inc.
Thermacell, headquartered in Bedford, MA, 
liberates people who love the outdoors 
from the harmful effects of insects. As 
a manufacturer and marketer of insect 
solutions for your backyard including a line 
of mosquito repellents options and Tick 
Control Tubes, Thermacell offers products 
that are lightweight, silent, and virtually 
odor free.  Thermacell can be found at most 
outdoor, sporting goods, home improvement, 
and mass merchant retailers. Thermacell 
products are also available internationally in 
more than 20 countries.  For more information 
on Thermacell and its complete line of 
repellent products, consumer reviews, or 
store locations, visit www.Thermacell.com.
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Growing up in the Midwest, my fishing 
opportunities were often limited to bass, 
bluegill and catfish.  The biggest body of 
water we ever got to fish on was a local 
farm pond, or the small river winding 
through the countryside, and on special 
occasions, we would launch a boat on a 
local lake of a few hundred acres.
 When the opportunity to fish with 
Southern Instinct Charters near Ft. Myers, 
Florida came along, it was an opportunity 
that I could not say no to.  We would be 
fishing in the Gulf of Mexico for a variety 
of fish that we certainly did not have in my 
home state of Illinois.
 I certainly could not go on this trip 
alone, so my brother-n-law Tom, and a 
couple other guys were quick to say yes to 
such an opportunity.  Our wives and even 
my mother wasn’t going to 
let us go at this alone, and 
we wouldn’t have it any other 
way.  After an 18-hour drive, 
we reached our destination 
at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Ft. Myers.  This would be our 
base camp for the trip.
 Our accommodations 
where amazing.  Great 
chefs, comfortable rooms, 
friendly staff that were 
eager to help, and I can’t 

forget to mention the fresh cookies that 
were always available at the front desk.  I 
highly recommend this hotel when you get 
the chance to visit Ft. Myers.
 Our first day in the area allowed us 
time to do some sightseeing before it was 
time to rest up for a day of fishing.  The 
guys and gals thought the best sightseeing 
would be at the beach, and I agreed.  After 
a few hours of enjoying the water, it was 
time to get some sleep, for we had fish to 
catch the next day.
 Arriving at the docks at Port Sanibel 
Marina before first light the following 
morning, Captain Ryan Kane owner of 
Southern Instinct Charters had his 36-foot 
Contender ready to hit the water.  While we 
were fishing, the ladies would be visiting 
Sanibel Island, experiencing the shopping, 

Customer Service Index #1 at Watkins Marine for ‘08, ’09, ’10 & ‘12!

Pontoons

“We service all Mercury and 
Mercruiser motors under factory 

warranty, no matter where you bought 
it, plus most brands of outboards!”

CONSIGNMENT BOATS
WANTED!

13950 IL Rt 29 • 2 miles south of Pekin, IL

www.WatkinsMarine.com • 309-348-3072

Master Technician w/Fast Service
We’ll get you back on the water in no time!”

Authorized Mercury Dealer - See us for the BEST PRICES!

SNAPPERS, BARRACUDAS, 
BIG SHARKS AND MORE 
by Jason Houser

food, beautiful beaches, 
and of course the great 
shelling the area is 
known for.
 We were going to 
begin our trip with a 50-
mile ride out to where 
we hoped to hook up 
on some Snapper.  But, 
with several hundred 
horsepower’s of Yamaha 
pushing the boat, it 
would be a quick trip.
 Arriving where we 
hoped to catch some 
Yellowtail Snapper and Grouper, Capt. 
Ryan and Capt. Trevor Sushil quickly set 
anchor and begin chumming.  Of course, 
this type of fishing was new to all of us, so 
we had a quick lesson on how to fish, and 
what to expect.
 We were quickly on the snapper, 
but the problem we were facing were 
the barracudas in the area.  It was a 
battle between fisherman and barracuda 
to see who wanted the hooked snapper 
the worst.  Of course, we did, but more 
times than we would like, the barracuda 
took the opportunity to eat our fish before 
we could get them to the boat.  That is 

We couldn’t think of a better way to relax than at the 
beach.  Photo: Jason Houser

Tom had his hands full fighting the big shark. 
Photo: Jason Houser

one thing about fishing in these kinds of 
waters, there is always another fish ready 
to eat what you have on your line.
 It was a frustration, but at the 
same time it added an extra element of 
excitement to the adventure.  We caught 
a couple of the barracuda throughout the 
excitement.  I have to say that these fish 
have some teeth, and an odor I have never 
known a fish to have.
 A couple hours into the trip, Tom hooked 
a nice snapper, but the barracudas were 
aggressively trying to strip it off the hook.  
Tom was reeling like I have never seen a 
fisherman reel before.  Unfortunately, the 
barracuda won, and Tom was able to land 
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just the head of the snapper.
 Wanting to have a little fun, Trevor 
hooked the head of the snapper onto a rod 
and reel combination that was suitable for 
catching one of these 4-foot barracudas 
that swam just feet from the boat.  It did 
not take long for one of these long fish to 
take the bait, and the fight was on.
 A few minutes into the battle, 
Capt. Ryan made the comment that the 
barracuda was gone.  Tom knew he was 
still fighting a big fish, and had to question 
the Captain’s comment.  He explained to 
us that the barracuda just got ate by a 
shark, a big shark.  Now this was not what 
we expected, and we certainly were not 
fishing with a rod and reel combo setup for 
sharks.  We were not in Illinois anymore.
 With just a 30-pound leader, the 
chances of ever landing the shark seemed 
impossible.  But, Tom was ready to give 
it a try.  As seconds turned into minutes, 
then hours, the shark began to show signs 
of slowing down.  We began to think that 
we were at least going to be able to get a 
glimpse of the big fish.
 Finally, we caught a glimpse of silver 
in the depths of the gulf.  Slowly the silver 
speck turned into the outline of a fish, a 
big fish.  Ever so slowly, Tom was able to 

bring the fish to the surface at the boat’s 
side, and lay a hand on the leader.  The 
giant fish turned out to be a Bull Shark 
with an estimated length of 9-feet.
 The look of excitement and 
exhaustion on Tom’s face as the fish of a 
lifetime swam off said it all.  He had the 
just experienced the fishing opportunity 
that many anglers will never feel, and he 
made the most of it.
 Ready to move on, we decided to 
target some Bonitos, a member of the 
tuna family.  These fish were everywhere, 
and it was just a matter of getting a lure 
into the middle of the large schools of fish 
working the water’s surface.  With just 
a couple jerks of the lure, we would be 
hooked up on a fighter.
 It was our intention to catch a few 
Bonitos to be used as bait for bigger 
fish, but the action was nonstop and we 
could not leave.  Cast after cast we were 
hooking into these fish that were fighters 
like I have never experienced before.  
With line screaming from our reels, it 
was hard to leave the area to go look for 
fish elsewhere.  A wise fisherman never 
leaves fish to go look for fish. It turned 
out that we ended up filleting the fish that 
many locals release, and were surprised 

The end to a great day of fishing. 
Photo: Jason Houser

This Bull Shark was the 
highlight of our fishing. 

Photo: Jason Houser

The folks at the Hilton Garden Inn 
did an outstanding job providing us 

with everything we needed.  
Photo: Jason Houser

The view overlooking the 
Caloosahatchee River was beautiful.  

Photo: Jason Houser
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how good they were when cooked to a medium-rare.  
 Fifteen hours into the trip we were able to experience 
fishing like we have never experienced before.  Throughout 
the day we were fishing in waters with 6-foot waves, but 
the boat handled it perfectly and no one got sick.  We 
landed yellowtail snappers, barracudas, and even a bull 
shark.  What a trip.  If you are interested in fishing with 
Captain Ryan give him a call at 239-896-2341, or on the 
web at www.southerninstinct.com
 Of course, the Ft. Myers area has a lot more to offer 
than just fishing.  You can’t come to the area without 
enjoying fresh seafood.  We ate at several restaurants, 
but our favorite was Pinchers.  We walked in the doors of 
Pinchers at the Marina at Edison Ford on empty stomachs, 
and left with more than satisfied bellies. With fresh seafood 
caught daily, and several locations to choose from, it is a 
must to visit one of the restaurants when in the area.
 I reluctantly ordered the soft shell crab dinner.  I was 
not for sure about eating the whole crab, but once I tried 
it, it became one of my seafood favorites.  I was able to 
steal a couple bites of crab cakes off my wife’s plate, and 
there were no complaints there either.  Without a doubt, 
the best crab cakes I have ever eaten.
 After a lunch overlooking the marina, we made a quick 
walk to the Edison & Ford Winter Estates.  
 With over 20 acres of botanical gardens, the walk 
through the estates was breathtaking.  The women didn’t 
want to leave.  It was a great opportunity to step back in 
time to see how a couple of the greatest inventors and 
business legends lived.

25565 Zier Rd. • Lanark, IL 61046
Email us at millersport@hotmail.com

815-493-6401
www.millerssport.com

SALES, SERVICE & STORAGE

Looking into Thomas Edison’s lab was amazing.  
Photo: Jason Houser

The crew at Pure Florida did an 
exceptional job.  Photo: Jason Houser

We enjoyed our meal at Pinchers located 
at The Marina at Edison Ford

Seeing firsthand what the river had to offer 
was more than we could have hoped for.

Photo: Jason Houser
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MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
  Guides & Outfitters 618/728-4328

Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71

Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign, 
turn south, follow signs

HUNT QUAIL ,  PHEASANT, 
CHUKAR,  DOVE & TURKEY!

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com

Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles 
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • October 1 thru April 15

NEW 2016 CHEVROLET Silverado 1500 
Crew Cab Short Box- 4 WD LT- $39,760

NEW 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 
Short Box 4-WD LT Z71- $44,880

NEW 2016 Chevrolet Suburban 
4WD 1500 LT- $63,790

NEW 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew 
Cab Short Box 4WD LT Z71- $45,701

NEW 2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew 
Cab Short Box- 4 WD LT - $44,023

USED 2011 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 
Extended Cab Standard Box 4WD LT- $18,277

(618) 845-3367

 Taking a peek into the homes, you 
could only imagine what was discussed 
around the dinner tables at night.  The 
first inground pool is even on the estate’s 
property. Inground pools sure have 
changed over time.
 The highlight of the tour for me was 
walking into Thomas Edison’s lab.  It was a 
thrill to see where so many things we take 
for granted today, were only a thought in a 
brilliant man’s mind decades ago.
 We chose to take the guided tour 
so we could learn as much as we could 
about the estate, but for those of you 
that would rather go at it alone, there is 
that opportunity as well with plenty of 
literature to keep you informed.
 After the tour, we decided to backtrack 
to the marina, and take a boat tour with 
Pure Florida.  Our wives had yet to be on the 
water, and we could not think of a better 
way to spend the remainder of the day.
 Our 1½ hour cruise on the 
Caloosahatchee River allowed us to 
see Mangrove forests, bird rookeries, 
dolphins, and the Edison & Ford Winter 
Estates from the water.
 The Pure Florida crew were very 
knowledgeable of the area, and made 
the entire cruise not only educating, but 
fun too.  They also have sunset tours 
available as well.
 We went to the Marina of Edison Ford 
for lunch, but stayed the day.  There was 
just that much to do.  
 Not only is there great food, 
wonderful lodging, and historical tours in 
the Ft. Myers area, but there is so much 
more as we found out.  The area is great 
for weddings, honeymoons, and family 
vacations as we witnessed plenty of all.  
If you get the opportunity to visit the Ft. 
Myers/Beaches of Sanibel area, take it.  

This article started out in my mind to be 
about our fishing experience, but as I 
began to write, I could not leave out all the 
great family opportunities available.  If you 
would like more information on Pinchers 
restaurants visit, www.pinchersusa.com.  
For Edison & Ford Winter Estates go to 
www.edisonfordwinterestates.org. For a 
great sightseeing tour of the area, www.
purefl.com should be your tour of choice.  
And of course, for great lodging when you 
are not seeing the sites or out fishing, rest 
your head at the Hilton Garden Inn, www.
fortmyers.StayHGI.com. To plan your own 
adventure, contact the folks at the Lee 
County Visitor & Convention Bureau on the 
web at www.fortmyers-sanibel.com or call 
1-800-237-6444.

Mike Baietto and 
Rocky with a couple 

Irish Acres geese. 

Thanks to 
Mike O’ Bryan 
with REMAX 

Traders Unlimited 
for the photo. 
Call him at 

309-687-5069 
for all your 

commercial needs.
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!

WASHINGTON– Lower costs are coming 
for homebuyers seeking a Federal Housing 
Administration -insured mortgage.
 FHA announced today that they are 
cutting annual premiums for mortgage 
insurance from 0.85 percent to 0.60 percent, 
a move the National Association of Realtors® 
said breathes new life into the program.
 “FHA mortgage products exist to serve an 
important mission: providing homeownership 
opportunities to creditworthy borrowers who 
are overlooked by conventional lenders,” 
said NAR President William E. Brown, a 
Realtor® from Alamo, California and founder 

of Investment Properties. “The high cost of 
mortgage insurance has unfortunately put 
those opportunities out of reach for many 
young, first-time- and lower-income borrowers. 
Now, we have a real opportunity to get back 
on track.”
 Following the Great Recession, FHA 
increased its monthly mortgage insurance 
premium from 55 basis points to 90 basis 
points, then by April 2013 to a full 1.35 percent. 
The move reflected post-recession concerns 
over credit risk and the need to strengthen 
FHA’s Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund. NAR 
research at the time, however, showed that 

the 80 basis point increase over that period 
priced between 1.45 million and 1.65 million 
renters out of the market.
 Since then, the MMIF has 
shown continued good health, including 
achieving a much-watched capital reserve 
ratio of over 2 percent for two years in a row. 
In light of that strength, NAR applauded FHA’s 
move in January 2015 to reduce premiums to 
85 basis points, and since then has advocated 
for a further reduction(link is external).
 FHA mortgages are important for low- 
and moderate-income buyers in particular 
because a lower down payment is required 
than with many conventional mortgage 
options. Buyers with lower credit scores may 
find more favorable treatment with an FHA 
loan than a conventional product as well.
 Reducing the MIP from 0.85 percent to 

0.60 percent as was announced today, Brown 
said, means FHA will represent a viable option 
for more borrowers.
 “This is a question of simple math,” Brown 
said. “Every time we cut the cost of mortgage 
insurance it means more borrowers meet the 
debt-to-income ratio required to purchase 
a home. It follows that dropping mortgage 
insurance premiums today will mean a whole 
lot more responsible borrowers are suddenly 
eligible to purchase a home through FHA. 
That puts more money in the fund to protect 
taxpayers, and it puts more families in homes 
so they can live out the American dream.”
 The National Association of Realtors®, 
“The Voice for Real Estate,” is America’s 
largest trade association, representing 1.2 
million members involved in all aspects of 
the residential and commercial real estate 
industries.

www.nar.realtor.com

More Service.
More Sales.

VanceMARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY

110 S. BAER RD.
TREMONT- $439,000

•  Tazewell County
• 3.38 Acres
• City Sewer
• City Water
• Electric and Gas

150 S Main St.
Morton, IL 61550

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY

212 S SAMPSON ST.
TREMONT- $114,900

•  Downtown business district
• Great Condition
• 1757 sq ft office space
• Central Air
• Brick Frontage
• Metal Roof
• City Sewer
• City Water

FHA MORTGAGE INSURANCE PREMIUM REDUCTION 
A FRESH START, SAYS NAR PRESIDENT BROWN



buyafarm.com
Wayne Keller, Managing Broker 

618-407-1679
Jamie Keller, Broker 618-713-7677
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MILLENNIAL BUYERS: WE’LL 
COMPROMISE
 Millennial first-time homeowners are 
showing more willingness than previous 
generations to complete do-it-yourself 
projects around the house or wait until 
they can afford to make the improvements 
they desire, a new survey by Better Homes 
& Gardens magazine shows. Fifty percent 
of those surveyed say that at move-in, 
their current home’s conditions require 
some degree of repair or remodeling.
They’re showing some compromise in 
their first home. Only 50 percent of first-
time millennial homeowners say they are 
willing to spend top dollar to get exactly 
the features and quality they want in a 
home, the survey showed.
 “These first-time millennial 
homeowners are focused on building 
equity, not debt,” says Jill Waage, 
editorial director of Digital Content and 
Products at Better Homes & Gardens. 
“They are strong believers in being able to 
afford their dreams as they achieve them 
and not over-stretch themselves.”
 Eighty-five percent of first-time 
millennial homeowners say they view 
homeownership as a sound investment.
Their housing wish-list is for a mid-sized 
home (about 2,000 square feet) with a 
renovated kitchen and bathroom as well 
as a deck or patio space.
 The DIY projects that landed the 
highest on their to-do lists are installing 
light fixtures and tile and painting walls, 
the survey showed.
 “Millennials and millennial ‘firsts’ 
[first-time homeowners] are paving their 
own paths in homeownership based on 
their own budgets, timeline and needs,” 
Waage says. “These ‘firsts’ are replacing 
big-budget homes and expensive 
renovations with patience, frugalness and 
practicality.”
 Source: “Millennials Patient, Thrifty 
When It Comes to Homeownership,” 
RISMedia (Jan. 11, 2017)

Help Clients Keep Rising Rates in 
Perspective
 Since the presidential election, 
mortgage rates have risen from 3.5 percent 
to about 4.2 percent, increasing the 

borrowing costs of would-be home buyers.
 The rates are rising on the 
expectations of greater business activity 
and a stronger economy. But the good 
economic prospects may come at a price 
to home buyers.
 Nevertheless, make sure your 
clients keep perspective. In the 1970s, 
the average 30-year fixed-rate mortgage 
was 8.9 percent; in the 1980s, it was 12.7 
percent; in the 1990s, it was 8.1 percent. 
The first decade in 2000s, rates averaged 
6.3 percent. Suddenly, that 4.2 percent 
rate may not look so bad in a historical 
context, eh?
 “Nonetheless, many consumers 
with a short-term memory, especially 
among the young, have often witnessed 
sub-4 percent rates and the latest rising 
rates feel financially discomforting and 
discouraging,” notes Lawrence Yun, 
the chief economist for the National 
Association of REALTORS®, in his latest 
column for Forbes.com.
 Yun cites the following example: Take 
a typical home priced at $235,000. The 
mortgage borrowing amount is $200,000. 
A monthly payment would be around $898 
at a 3.5 percent mortgage rate. As rates 
rise to 4.2 percent, that monthly payment 
jumps to $978. At 5 percent, the monthly 
payments would rise to $1,074. And if 
rates were ever to return to those levels 
from the 1980s, payments would surge to 
$2,166.
 Yun and other economists aren’t 
predicting any such rate jumps like 
those of the past, however. Yun predicts 
mortgage rates to average 4.5 percent to 
4.8 percent by the end of the year, and 5.5 
percent by the end of 2018.
 “Rising rates are no doubt pinching 
the family budget of would-be home 
buyers,” Yun says. “However, as long 
as the rate rises are gradual such that 
salaries have time to rise more strongly 
to mitigate some of the sting of higher 
mortgage payment, consumers should 
view these as still historically attractive 
mortgage rates.”
 Source: “Stressed Over Higher 
Interest Rates?” Forbes.com (Jan. 5, 2017)
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Melvin & Annie Otto 
1749 State Hwy 133

Arthur, IL 61911
Otto’s Canvas: 217-543-3007 

Conklin: 217-543-5197
www.Conklin.com

Orange Salad Supreme 
Tapioca 

Very Refreshing Dessert.

6 C. Water
¾ C. Minute Tapioca 
Cook until boiling several minutes

Then add:
¾ C. Instant Vanilla Pudding 
¾ C. Orange Jell-O 

Cook a few Minutes more then 
Chill add 8oz Cool Whip and 1 can 
Mandarin Oranges. 

This is a fast dessert and keeps for 
a while in refrigerator. 

Annie’s Conklin Corner
 Brr: Winter is here; we’re headed for 
SPRING right around the corner. This has 
been quite a winter for Melvin and myself, 
we’re still in the process of putting up a 
new house finally painting is done some 
floor is laid, now we’re ready for that next 
stage of Kitchen and trim.     
  Lena (our daughter) will be living in 
one end and we are in the other end and 
we will both have our own kitchen. One of 
the stages now is getting out of my house 
sorting and moving into a smaller house.  
 For many years we lived in a small 
house and finally moved into a bigger one. 
Mow back to a small 
one. Reminds me of 
dumping out 2 baskets 
of apples, now get 
them back into 1 
basket. Sometime we 
are having an auction, 
but I imagine the 
dumpster will be filled 
up quite often!
 Before Christmas 
Melvin and I and 

Daughter Marie and her husband John 
and their 4 children were in Florida. The 
first few days were spent cleaning house. 
We planned to stay about 10 days then my 
brother-in-law died in Kentucky, so Melvin 
and I’s trip was cut short by almost a 
week, but we came home and got a head 
start on our painting. 
 Otto’s Canvas we are still busy but 
not as pressing as summer time so it is 
our time of the year to do some things 
outside the shop or repair or just get 
ready for spring as that usually starts in 
Feb. and that’s almost here. Elva spends 

Your #1 stop for closeout and overstock Fishing Tackle

FAT HOG TACKLE COMPANY

Visit www.fathogtackle.com

• Weekly Specials
•  Don’t miss out on these great prices.  
• New products arrive daily. 

Enter ASO10 on the website to 
receive a 10% discount!

704 Main St. • Macon, MO
660-385-2516

www.LolliBros.com

EAST FORK GUNS & COLLECTIBLES CO.
“OLD WEST SHOW & AUCTION”

MARCH 16-17-18, 2017
Lolli Bros. Livestock Mkt. Inc. Showroom…
Viewing starts at 7am each morning!
We are accepting consignments for this Auction NOW!

THURS. 9am: HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS, ANTIQUES
& COLLECTIBLES, MILITARY Nazi, bayonets,  
swords & more.

FRI. 9am: WESTERN COLLECTIBLES - 150 old
saddles.

SAT. 8am: Ammo & Bayonets. Followed by GUNS,
including pre-1898 & early cowboy lever action, 
Colt pistols, Winchester,Sharps, Springfield, 
PLUS all classic & modern guns.
ALL FFL REQUIREMENTS APPLY!

EXOTIC TAXIDERMY AUCTION
APRIL 5-6-7-8, 2017 • CONSIGN NOW!

a lot of time with organizing the Outdoor 
Expo coming up Feb 10-11 2017. It’s about 
a mile from us, Otto’s Canvas has a booth 
and also I have a Conklin booth there. 
 On the Conklin side you may be 
thinking about buying your fertilizer. If 
you’re interested in maximizing profits 
and increase yields with a world-class 
crop management system check it out. 
Conklin’s Agrovantage system in the 
previous 6 years has 61 National Winners 
and 632 State Winners. 
 Conklin’s Agrovantage program 
promote soul testing has seed treatment, 
slow release nitrogen fertilizer additives, 
started and foliar fertilizer Conklin also 
has your Micro and Secondary Nutrients 

and Plant growth regulators. How about 
using Wex a multi- purpose wetting agent 
which improves fertilizer and pesticide 
coverage and penetration. Most people 
see a yield boost, fewer problems with 
foaming and tips plugging with Wex in 
the tanks mix. Call us with questions see 
us at the Outdoor Door at the Otto Center 
½ Mile south of Arthur.
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WELCOME - HUNTING
 The is North America’s most versatile 
Orvis endorsed outdoor hunting and 
fishing lodge, nestled in North Central
Idaho’s Lawyer Creek Canyon.
 The Ranch holds exclusive outfitter 
rights to over 740,000 acres of the Nez 
Perce and Clearwater National
 Forests in North Central Idaho. Join 
us in the ultimate outdoor and wilderness 
adventure for wingshooting, fishing, big 
game hunting and retreats!
 Three Rivers country lies in the heart 
of Idaho where the Lochsa, Selway, and 
Clearwater rivers have carved their paths 

through a landscape of extraordinary 
beauty. With exclusive outfitting rights to 
over 740,000 acres of the
 Nez Perce and Clearwater National 
Forests, the Ranch offers a complete 
big game hunting program. Big game 
adventures include hunting elk, whitetail, 
mule deer, black bear, turkey, moose, 
cougar and bobcat. Being strategically 
located close to the base of the Bitterroot 
Wilderness, many of our hunting trips 
originate from the Lodge.
 Others are conducted from one of 
our many backcountry campsites. This is 
rugged country, so bring your desire and 

lots of will power; we’ll add our expertise 
to the pursuit of your coveted trophy.

Mule Deer & Whitetail
 Backcountry Hunting- Three Rivers 
country lies in the heart of Idaho where 
the Lochsa, Selway and Clearwater 
rivers have carved their paths through a 
landscape of extraordinary beauty. It’s 
the classic rugged terrain of the Northern 
Rockies—steep-sided slopes blanketed 
with thick forests, vast brush fields 
and alpine meadows; a mosaic habitat 
created in the early part of the century 
by catastrophic fires. To even the casual 

observer, this appears to be exceptional 
habitat for Idaho’s prized big game animals 
— including Whitetail and Mule Deer.
 These herds are near historic highs 
on a statewide basis. Ranch Hunting- On 
the Ranch alone, the Idaho Fish and Game 
Department 
es t imates 
over 700 
w h i t e t a i l 
and mule 
deer roam 
the 4,200 
acre Ranch. 
S i n c e 

OUTDOOR 
CONNECTION

By 
Gerald 

A. 
Sampen,

O.C.
Salesman

Outdoor Connection offers fishing, hunting, and outdoor adventures over a large part of the world. We book 
virtually any size group or party; from a single moose or bear hunter, a family fishing trip, an Alaskan yacht 
cruise for 10, corporate group trips, incentive trips, conventions and trips to help for fundraising. 

We represent over 300 lodges and outfitters for your hunting, fishing, and outdoor pleasure. Remember if 
we represent them we’ve been there. 
Gerald A. Sampen (OC Salesman)

Looking For Hunting, Fishing, Adventure & 
Beautiful Country? Go to Idaho!

MEDIA ADVISORY
IAA CREDIT UNION TO HOST
 ‘ART OF SCIENCE’ EXHIBIT

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. — Illinois Farm Bureau and the IAA Credit Union 
will host the Woese Institute for Genomic Biology Art of Science Exhibit at 
the IAA Credit Union, 808 IAA Drive, Bloomington.
  The exhibit, which blends science with art by including research images 
from the Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology, showcases images 
which are artistically enhanced to display the elegance of nature.
  The collection features agriculturally-inspired pieces which include 
pictures of chloroplasts, chicken footprints, sorghum cells and a cross 
section of a blade of grass, demonstrating the unique beauty and seen daily 
in scientific endeavors.
  The exhibit will be open now through Feb. 28. IAA Credit Union patrons, 
and any person interested, are invited to view the exhibit during normal 
business hours.
 For additional information, please contact Rachel Torbert, media 
relations manager, IFB, at 309-557-2083, or rtorbert@ilfb.org.
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Sales Rep: Gerald Sampen • 217-376-3873
Agent: Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • jmontgomery@jamig.com www.

MontysOutdoorConnection.com

well. These 
c o m b i n a t i o n 
hunts are 
conducted from 
the Lodge where 
you will enjoy the 
rustic elegance 
of our 14,000 
square foot lodge 
and all its amenities. Populations of the 
Merriam subspecies—now prevalent 
throughout North Central Idaho—have 
grown dramatically here on the ranch and 
two-bird limits are now in effect. Whether 
your desire is a straight turkey hunt or a 
bear/turkey combination, the Ranch is 
sure to satisfy.

Cougar
Cougar are hunted with hounds during 
winter months when the big cats may 
be taken by 
rifle, pistol or 
bow. Hunting 
begins early 
in the year 
in the higher 
elevations; as winter progresses, we 
follow the cats to lower elevations as they 
pursue a more concentrated prey base. 

Because populations of mountain lion 
are so plentiful, each hunter is allowed to 
harvest two cats throughout most of our 
territory. The Ranch provides two guides 
to each hunter for seven full days of 
hunting as you pursue your trophy cat.
 Nothing in the outdoors compares 
to the superior disdain in the eyes of a 
cougar as his gaze catches yours. Every 
outdoorsman should meet that look, and 
we are the best at providing you with that 
opportunity.

Wingshooting
 Our wingshooting adventures 
include 3 DAY / 4 NIGHT and 2 DAY / 3 
NIGHT packages, as well as a Cast-and-
Blast package combining two days of 
wingshooting with one day of steelhead 
fishing in a single great package. Upland 
species commonly found on the Flying B 
Ranch are Hungarian partridge, chukar, 
pheasant, blue and ruffed grouse, and 
valley quail. Guests hunt over the Ranch’s 
German Shorthairs and English Pointers, 

the pride and joy of the operation.
 Our hunting areas are accessed by 
customized vehicles. Each outing is a 
personalized experience providing plenty 
of shooting with no bag limits.
 Our rate per person includes shells 
for each hunter, as well as one round 
of championship sporting clays (time 
permitting).

WELCOME - FISHING
 This Idaho Ranch is North America’s 
most versatile Orvis endorsed outdoor 
hunting and fishing lodge, nestled in North
Central Idaho’s Lawyer Creek Canyon.
 The Ranch holds exclusive outfitter 
rights to over 740,000 acres of the Nez 
Perce and Clearwater National Forests in
North Central Idaho. Join us in the ultimate 
outdoor and wilderness adventure!

Steelhead
 Steelhead fishing adventures at 
the Ranch, an Orvis endorsed fly-fishing 
lodge, are conducted from September 

SPRING SNOW GOOSE HUNTS
Arkansas, Missouri, South Dakota

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DUCK & GOOSE HUNTS
CANADA GOOSE HUNTS

Rochester MN, “Home of the Giants”

Dean Tlougan • 507-261-2072 • DeanTlougan@hotmail.com

www.GooseGrinders.com
www.SnowGooseGrinders.com

Minnesota’s Largest Guide Service . . . MORE FIELDS THAN ANYONE!
World & State Champion Callers! BOOK TODAY FOR A GREAT HUNT!

PREMIER FLIGHT GUIDE SERVICE

we harvest no more than ten bucks per 
season off the Ranch, these hunts sell out 
each year — so book early!

Idaho’s Three Rivers Bear & Turkey
 The Ranch offers backcountry and 
lodge black 
bear hunts.
 With 2 
1/2 bears 
per square 
mile, many 
of our guests 
enjoy multiple 
oppor tun i t ies 
to harvest an 
American Black 
Bear from 
the beautiful 
Idaho forests. 
Colors range 
from blond, 
c i n n a m o n , 
and reddish 
chocolate to 
black.
 In the spring, you can combine you 
black bear hunt with a turkey hunt as 

 “With Wings” continued . . .

Edgewater Villa Resort
LOCATED ON TABLE ROCK LAKE

Fishing • Family Vacations • 21 Full Kitchen Cabins
28 Dock Slips • Swimming Pool

Concrete Boat Ramp • Pavilion • Grills

Call us at 417-739-4585 or email us at 
edgewatervillaresort@outlook.com

392 Eagle Drive, Reeds Spring, MO 65737

www.edgewatervillaresort.com
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1st through 
March 31st. 
The Ranch is 
strategically 
l o c a t e d 
near the 
C l e a r w a t e r 
River, a 
nationally recognized steelhead fishery, 
and has access to over seventy miles of 
this pristine water.
 The Ranch caters to the steelhead 
fisherman whose desire is the thrill of 
landing that 12 to 22 pound steelhead 
trout with a fly. Power and drift boats 
equipped with bait and spinning tackle are 
available. For those who choose to keep 
your catch, seasonal limits range from 
two-per-day to three-per-day per person. 
Our chef will prepare your catch for travel 
home or as dinner for you and your group.

Osprey Creek Fishing
 The scenery of Osprey Creek country 
is a delight all its own. After a short 
horseback ride to our deluxe campsite, 
you’ll cast your fly to naïve Westslope 
Cutthroat and Rainbow trout in one of 
the most productive fisheries in the West. 
Camp is outfitted with walled tents with 

wood floors, dedicated cook tent with 
running water, full-time chef, hot water 
showers, Roll-a-cots, sleeping bags with 
liners, sleeping pads, and more.
 Osprey Creek, twenty-seven miles of 
unspoiled catchand-release fishing water, 
is a favorite for the avid flyfisherman. Our 
guides are skillful instructors who will 
have you 
catching fish 
shortly after 
your arrival 
to camp.

Fly-Fishing
 The Ranch is also an Orvis Endorsed 
Fly Fishing Lodge offering fishing 
adventures from July through April.
 Strategically located on the 
Clearwater River, a nationally recognized 
steelhead fishery, the Flying B Ranch caters 
to the avid 
fly-fisherman 
whose desire 
is the thrill of 
landing that 
12 to 22 pound 
s t e e l h e a d 
trout with a fly.
 S p e e d 

boats equipped with bait hookups are also 
available. Our backcountry adventures 
include both alpine lakes fishing for 
brook trout and westslope cutthroat, and 
fly fishing in our catch-and-release only 
waters of Weitas Creek for westslope 
cutthroats and rainbows.

The Lodge
 Central to any outdoor adventure at 
the Ranch is our 14,000 sq. ft. lodge. The 
Lodge boasts 14 rooms with the capacity 
to sleep 21. You will enjoy rustic luxury 
at its finest including a spacious private 
room each with private bath, TV, VCR, 
and telephone. Enjoy delicious cocktails 
in our comfortable lounge, equipped with 
full-size pool table and big screen TV. 

After dinner, take a dip in our soothing 
Jacuzzi or relax in our sauna. Guests at the 
Ranch will enjoy gourmet meals and good 
conversation in our dining room. Local and 
fine wines are featured at dinner; guests 
are also welcome to bring their favorite 
spirits with them. As always, the kitchen 
is pleased to arrange meals for those with 
special requirements.

If you are interested in any of the adventures featured in this article 
or in any of the other adventures that Outdoor Connection offers give 

us a call. These adventures make excellent gifts for high school and 
college graduations, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, fund raisers 

and Christmas. TIME TO BOOK NOW!
Your Outdoor Connection Salesman:  

Gerald Sampen, 27 N. Bennett St. Apt. 202 Geneva, IL 60134  • 217-376-3873
Your Outdoor Connection Agent: 

Justin Montgomery  217-871-3118 • Email: Justin.Montgomery78@gmail.com
www.MontysOutdoorConnection.com

ESTATE AUCTION
2601 Lake Land Blvd. Mattoon, IL

Sunday, February 19th at 9:00am 

Partial Listing – 2 Auction Rings
650 Lots Vintage Fishing Tackle 

400 Lots Gold & Silver Coins

2 DAY GUN 
AUCTION

2601 Lake Land Blvd. Mattoon, IL

Saturday, March 18th & 
Sunday, March 19th at 9:00am 

Live Online Bidding Available

James Beals Estate
Bauer Auction, LLC & Callie Baber Auctions

(217) 259-5956

Bauer Auction, LLC
No buyers premium for on-site/in-attendance 

purchases.

(217) 259-5956

See complete listing & photos at www.bauerauction.com

200+ Wood Baits; 500+ Plastic Baits; 200+ Reels; 50+ Rods; 25+ Minnow 
Buckets & Traps; 20+ Tackle Boxes Full; Shakespeare Revolution; Moonlight 
Lady Bug; Heddon 1700; Lures, dating from early 1900’s – Present; 20 Rifles, 
Shotguns, Handguns & Air Guns; 300+ lots Gold & Silver Coins; Collectors 

Bullion; Key & Semi Key Dates; Slabbed & Graded; U.S. Paper Notes.

(Partial Listing)
Saturday, March 18th  9:00 AM: 10 wagon loads ammo; Reloading; Parts; 

Accessories; Knives; Bayonets; Military; Safes & more; 
Sunday, March 19th   9:00AM: 900+ Antique to Modern Firearms Inc./ 

Colt, Winchester, Browning, Military, S&W, Ruger & More! 
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 Bowhunters across the country 
contact us here at Bowhunting World every 
day asking all sorts of questions. One of 
the most frequent is, “What can I go hunt 
that won’t empty my bank account, is fun, 
has a good chance for success, and will 
help me fill my freezer?”
 That’s a more complicated question 
than it at first seems. To simplify it, I 
simply answer, “Wild hogs.”

A BRIEF HISTORY ON HOGS AND 
HOG HUNTING
 In the past three decades, wild hogs 
have been spreading across America 
like ants at a picnic. Today, estimates 
— guesstimates, really — place the 
current number in the U.S at about 5 
million piggies spread across 45 states. 
Populations now exist as far north as 

HOG WILD: WHY BOWHUNTERS SHOULD SET 
THEIR SIGHTS ON FERAL PIGS
Strapped for cash and looking for a fun way to fill your freezer? 
Bowhunting wild hogs is your answer.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately 
owned corporation established in 1942.

A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
 • Professional farm management
 • Real estate brokerage
 • Full line insurance services
 • Livestock operations management
 • Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
 • Providing professional services with a personal touch!

Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop 
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman

213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM

Michigan, North Dakota, and Oregon; 
this range expansion is mostly a result of 
illegal translocation of pigs by humans.
 As I wrote in my 1980s book, Hunting 
Wild Boar in California, true wild hogs of 
the family Suidae are not native to the 
New World. The only fossils discovered 
to date of Sus scrofa have come only from 
the Palearctic, Oriental, and Ethiopian 
regions of the world. Most scientists 
believe the wild boar first appeared in 
Eurasia and northern Africa, and that 
these wild hogs were the progenitor of all 
the various modern-day wild and domestic 
swine. Wild boar are an immigrant to 
North America whose ancestors came 
from the Old World.
 In fact, the only pig-like animal 
native to the New World are the 
peccaries, which include the collared 
peccary, or javelina; peccaries can be 

found from the southwestern portion 
of the United States southward to 
the Patagonia region of Argentina. 
However, it is possible that both the 
wild boar and peccary shared as a 
common ancestor the gigantic wild hog 
that roamed the earth during the lower 
Miocene period, some 25 million years 
ago.
 The first introduction to what is now 
the continental United States is generally 
believed to have occurred in 1539, when 
Governor Hernando de Soto established a 
camp in Charlotte Harbor, Florida. de Soto 
brought the swine with him both to feed his 
men and to leave behind as a way to provision 
new settlements established along his line 
of march. As he continued on, de Soto’s 
herd of swine grew, soon becoming so large 
they were hard to control. In fact, as the 
party continued on — eventually covering 

some 3,100 miles and reaching parts of 
what are now eight additional states in 
the southeastern U.S. in three years — the 
herd of hogs grew to some 700, with many 
additional hogs escaping to live on their 
own or being stolen by local inhabitants. 
Many years later, Eurasian wild boar were 
introduced into parts of the United States for 
hunting purposes, first in New Hampshire in 
1886, then at Hooper’s Bald, North Carolina, 
in 1911, then near Monterrey, California, 
in 1925. In areas where domestic pigs and 
Eurasian wild boar were found together in 
the wild, interbreeding occurred. Today, 
many hybrid populations exist throughout 
the wild pig’s range. For a map of hog 
distribution across America, go to http://bit.
ly/2dftfcT.

By Bob Robb

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
V A L U E  P R I C E D  V E H I C L E S !
2015 Ford F150 XLT Supercab 4x4 ..................................$33,420
2014 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4 ................................$28,860
2014 Chevrolet Silverado LT Crewcab 4x4 ......................$29,280
2013 Ford F150 FX4 Supercrew 4x4 ................................ $31,770
2013 Jeep Wrangler Sport 4x4 hard Top .........................$22,280
2012 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4 ................................$26,340
2012 Ford Expedition XLT 4x4 .......................................$27,220
2012 Ford Escape XLT 4x4 ............................................ $12,660
2011 GMC 1500 Sierra SLE Crewcab 4x4 ..........................$26,220
2011 Ford F150 XLT Reg. Cab 4x4 ................................... $17,940
2010 Ford F150 Raptor Supercab 4x4 ..............................$32,990
2010 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4 ................................ $15,880
2009 Ford F150 FX4 Supercab 4x4 ................................. $19,680
2008 Dodge Ram 1500 ST Quad Cab 4x4 .......................... $15,990
2008 Ford F150 XL Regular Cab 4x4 ............................... $17,870
2008 Chevrolet Tahoe LTZ 4x4 ...................................... $18,470
2007 Ford F150 Lariat Supercrew 4x4 ........................... .$17,440
2006 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4 ............................... $14,880
2006 Ford Expedition XLT 4x4 ........................................ $7,960
2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer LS 4x4 ................................. $6,730
LARGE INVENTORY OF LATE MODEL PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!
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WHY YOU SHOULD BE HUNTING 
WILD HOGS
1.  THEY’RE AN EXPENSIVE MENACE
 Between their prolific year-round 
breeding and habitat destruction, wild 
hogs are driving game managers and 
landowners crazy. Between the damage 
they cause and efforts to control them, 
experts estimate it costs some $1.5 
billion annually to try and control them. 
The federal government has allocated 
some $20 million toward thinning their 
ranks. The USDA program involves 
destroying the wild pig population in two 
states every few years, starting with the 
states that have the fewest pigs. Among 
techniques for doing so are trapping, 
shooting pigs from helicopters and 
sending a radio-collared “Judas pig” to 
reveal the whereabouts of his group.

2. IT’S A GROWING INDUSTRY
 All this has spawned a growing 
industry revolving around wild hogs. In 
most places, the season never closes 
and bag limits are quite generous. There 
are some hog hunting opportunities on 
public land, but most populations are 
concentrated near agriculture, which 

101 Dupree Ct., Washington
2 acres, country living in Morton School

 District with this 4 BR split design, 2.5 BA, 
3-car garage brick ranch home.  Upscale 
with Corian counters, vaulted ceilings, 

see-through fireplace, stamped & covered 
patios & so much more! Must see!

16666 VFW Rd., Pekin  
6.58 acres with over 883’ frontage.  

Build close to city conveniences.

116 Karen Dr., East Peoria
.6 acres, custom built 4 BR, 2 full + 2 half BA, 

3-car garage with finished walk-out basement. 
Awesome covered back deck with stairs to 

backyard and stamped & covered patio. Home 
backs up to wooded area for privacy.

Illini Dr./Jay St., East Peoria
11.76 acres, accessible via end of Jay St, plus off

 Illini Drive. Water & sewer available at end of Jay St. 
Mostly wooded, some rolling, some level, some valley.

911 Audubon Dr., Pekin 
2.6 acres, 4 BR, 2 BA, 2-car heated/cooled 

garage brick ranch with beautiful 
refinished hardwood floors & lots of 

updates.  Walk-out basement with patio. 
Plenty of privacy & wildlife!

611 W Savanna Ct., Dunlap
5+ acres, upscale, custom built 3 BR, 3.5 BA, 

3-car garage brick ranch home with over 
3400 sq ft living space. Incredible sunroom 

with doors on both sides to decks leading to 
wooded park-like backyard. Large window 

for great nature views.

RYAN BLACKORBY
Realtor@

Cell (309) 657-6787
Fax (309) 698-2248

East Peoria Office
821 W. Camp Street • East Peoria IL  61611

(309) 698-5600

THE RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM

“Each office independently owned and operated”

means private land. A robust outfitting 
business has arisen around hunting feral 
hogs. In most cases, the cost to hunt hogs 
is much less than hunting deer or other 
big game species. And landowners with 
a hog problem are often more likely to 
permit bowhunters access than when 
they seek to hunt deer, turkeys, or other 
species.

3. IT WILL MAKE YOU A BETTER 
BOWHUNTER
 Hunting wild hogs is great fun and 
also great practice when preparing to 
hunt other species. With their tremendous 
sense of smell and excellent hearing, 
stalking hogs on foot is super practice 
when tuning up for western spot and stalk 
hunts, for example. They’re also tough as 
old boot leather, requiring precise shot 
placement. And the meat is to die for
As someone who helped pioneer the 
hunting of wild hogs on the West coast 
back in the late 1970s and early 1980s, 
these highly-intelligent critters hold a 
special place in my heart. Today, most 
bowhunters don’t have to travel to the 
moon and back to find decent hog hunting.
How many of you have a hog hunting 

adventure you’d like to share? I’d love 
to hear about it! Email me at brobb@
grandviewmedia.com, send a photo if you 
can, and tell me all about it.

YOU KILLED IT, NOW EAT IT: WILD BOAR 
CHILE COLORADO

According to Hank Shaw’s 
website, “Hunter, Angler, Gardener, 
Cook,” Chile Colorado is essentially 
a red chile sauce seasoned with 
cinnamon and Mexican oregano, 
thinned with a little broth and 
traditionally served over beef (which 
Shaw swaps out for wild boar). 
According to Shaw, there are many 
variations on this sauce and a variety 
of meat can be used — everything 
from turkey legs to pheasant to 
venison — but he recommends his 
way with freshly harvested wild pork.

This big spotted boar was taken down 
by a bowhunting worlds associate 

editor Anna Clarire Howard
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 For years there has been a productive 
way of ice fishing called “hole hopping”, 
but with the help of newer tackle it has 
grown more in popularity during the past 
few years.  This type of fishing is moving 
from hole to hole, in search of scattered 
fish.  My main reasons for “hole hopping” 
is to locate a concentration of active fish 
in any depth of water, or to catch numbers 
of fish when they are constantly moving, 
mainly in shallow water.
 The equipment used for this sort of 
fishing varies, depending on if the water 
is shallow or deep.  In both types of 
water I use my Vexilar to find the depth 

of fish.  My complete kit of equipment to 
cover shallow and deep water consists 
of a Frabill Thermal Trekker shelter (used 
once a concentration of fish are found); 
Vexilar FLX-28 (auto depth ranges help 
when moving quickly); Frabill tackle bag 
(less weight with waterproof bottom 
for taking from hole to hole, and more 
compact for storing in the shelter); Frabill 
long handle ice scoop (perfect for cleaning 
holes quickly without bending); Frabill 
folding chair (used for moving from hole 
to hole if there are quite a few fish located 
before setting up shelter); Jiffy 44Pro 
drill and Vexilar’s K-Drill (both lighter 

HOPPING GOOD FISHING
weight for transport, carrying, and ease 
of starting with propane or electric to 
drill holes quickly – K-Drill is used when 
moving longer distances in quick search 
by carrying it and the flasher); 2 Frabill 54” 
telescopic Jiggler rods for shallow water 
of 10’ and less; 4 Frabill 24” Straight 
Line rod/reel combos with fast tips, coil 
spring bobber and adjustable Titanium 
bobber, for deeper water or when fishing 
in the shelter; assortment of Custom 
Jigs & Spins’ jigs in different sizes (main 
selection - Ratfinkee, Gill Pill, Diamond 
Jig, Demon and Ratso); and an assortment 

A Great Year To Catch Cats And Crappie With B’n’M.
Three “Silver Cat Magnum” Rods for hauling in the heaviest 
catfish, and our exclusiveline of “Duck Commander” 
Crappie Poles and Rods.
Snag ‘em while they’re hot . . .
at your local retailer or at
www.bnmpoles.com

Post Office Box 231, West Point, MS 39773
Toll Free: 1-800-647-6363 • Voice 662-494-5092

Office Hours: 7 am - 5 pm CST

of baits (Power Crappie Nibbles; Gulp 
Waxies and Nibbles; and wax worms have 
been my best).
 Next is how to put all of this 
equipment and tackle to work.  First is 
drilling the holes.  Whether it is shallow 
or deep water the same patterns of holes 
can be used.  Over known brush piles, 
or other such structure, drill a square 
or rectangle pattern with an “X” in the 

This is a short zigzag pattern along 
the bottom edge of rip-rapped dam, 
where the line followed was 9.9’.

Equipment and tackle used by the 
author for a complete day of  “hole 
hopping” and fish location – Jiffy 
propane drill; Thermal Trekker 
Deluxe shelter/sled; Cold Snap 

parka; Rod Safe with Straight Line 
rod/reel combos and 2 telescopic 

Jiggler rods; Vexilar FLX-28; and 
Frabill folding chair and tackle bag.
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middle.  For lengthwise areas, such as 
drop offs, weed lines, edges of dams and 
old creek beds, drill a zigzag pattern along 
its length, with each hole being 3 to 6 feel 
apart.  The zigzag pattern is also good to 
use over flats or open water.  If a certain 
depth is more productive, then move the 
zigzag so that the holes go directly along 
that depth line.
 Once the holes are drilled it is time to 
let the Vexilar do its job.  Check out each 
hole for depth and fish.  If fish are seen at 
a certain depth, then start fishing at that 
depth.  Fish 
seen that 
are coming 
in and out - 
drop a jig to 
the bottom 
and as it 
is worked 
u p w a r d 
watch what 
happens on 
the flasher.  
If it shows 
fish move 
in quickly, 
or out of 
the bottom 

area, then go from hole to hole doing 
the same thing.  After fish are found in 
a concentrated area, especially in the 
deeper water, it is time to set up the 
shelter, and work the area a bit longer and 
with more jigs.
 While moving from hole to hole set the 
Vexilar in a central location, moving it around 
in the direction you are going so you can see 
the flashes.  This can show if fish are moving 
at a different depth, or how quickly they may 
be moving in and out of a hole.
 When “hopping” the shallow area 
use the Jiggler rods, with built in coil 
spring bobbers.  I like tying on a couple of 
different lures – Ratfinkee or Demon for 
my main search, and a heavier Diamond 
Jig for getting down quicker in some areas 
that are deeper or where fish are moving 
so quickly that the depth has to be reached 
as quickly as possible.
 In deeper water I will hole hop with 
the shorter rods, and usually one with 
a fast tip rather than a spring bobber, 
especially if it is very windy where a 
Titanium bobber would be so sensitive 
that wind would be bobbing it all around.  
Calm conditions will make it possible to 
go with a spring bobber, but until I set up 
the shelter I would rather go with the coil 

spring version, rather than the Titanium.  
However, if the bite is extremely light, 
with sometime only a holding of the bait, 
then a fully extended Titanium bobber is 
the necessary selection.  The reason for 
the shorter rods is that it is much easier to 
strip off more line, quickly to get the lure 
down to deeper depths.
 Something that should always be 
considered in ice fishing is clothing, and 
when “hole hopping” it is more critical 
because of being outside for longer times.  
I will wear my Frabill sweatshirt, Vexilar 
fleece vest and Tundra bibs.  If it gets 
extremely cold and windy I add a Vexilar 
Cold Snap parka that I take along extra.  
A pair of Frabill FXE gloves are also nice 
to have for flexibility, and not be as bulky 
as the gauntlet style, which is very good 
for when pulling the shelter or running 
with a snowmobile/ATV.  In the feet area 
I wear Boundary pack boots with Danner 
Merino Wool heavyweight crew socks and 
insulator insoles under the insolated insert.
 This type of fishing can be done at 
any time of the season, but it seems to 
be much more productive when fish are 
becoming more inactive, or difficult to 
find, such as during late season.
 The next time fish are moving a lot, 

THE 16TH ANNUAL

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
MARCH 17, 18 & 19, 2017

Jackson County Fairgrounds
1212 East Quarry Street • Maquoketa, Iowa

For photos and updated listings visit:

www.circlemauctions.com
VENDORS: SPOTS AVAILABLE!

For more info on buying or selling, contact:

Steve Morehead at 563.652.9780
circlemauctions@yahoo.com

Friday, March 17th
BIG ANTLER AUCTION
Auction starts at 9am

Saturday March 18th
Taxidermy & Decor Auction
Auction starts at 9am

Sunday, March 19th
Gun & Sporting Goods Auction
Auction starts at 9am

All unmounted antler sales on Friday 
including trophy sheds & racks as well as 
poundage and craft grade antler whitetail, 
moose, elk, fallow, axix, sika, and more!

Taxidermy mounts from North America & around 
the world (including antlered specimens), tanned 
furs, fish mounts, rustic decor, log furniture & log 
home decore, antler lighting & more.

Starting with guns (our sales have averaged around 
150 guns) Vintage & collectible sporting goods, boats, 
canoes, 4 wheelers & outdoor fun items, antique 
americana & more!

Bid on New Stock on THURSDAY
at 5pm on ALL non-cataloged items

This bass was caught 
on a Ratfinkee with 
a Gulp Waxie, in the 

central hole of the zig-
zag pattern, where the 
Vexilar was stationed.

or you want to locate concentrations of 
active fish in open or deeper areas try 
“hole hopping” and have some hopping 
good fishing.
 If you have questions about this or 
another fishing subject, drop me a line 
through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® 
website at www.dansfishntales.com.
 Until next time, get out on the water 
and have a great day of fishing.

By facing the flasher in the direction 
of the other holes, the angler can 

watch general fish movement on the 
same depth line, while “hopping” 

from hole to hole; helping to pick up 
fish, such as this nice bluegill.
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WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

Call Paul or Toby to book your dream hunt of a lifetime!
517-750-9060 • TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Ted Nugent

The 2017 Spring 
Turkey Season Starts!

April 3-11
Archery Only

April 12 – May 31
Firearms and Archery

Hunt Rio and Eastern Turkeys 
in NE Kansas on 2000 acres of 

private ground.
100% Opportunity for 2-Bird Limit!

3 days / 4 nights Package Only $1000.
Tag Out Early to Hunt Coyotes!

Last season we had 9 hunter that 
killed 15 birds. As in all years past 

there was 100 percent opportunity for 
all Hunters. Here are a few photos 

from last season!

Book your hunt today!
Call Rod at: 785-456-4344

TOO MANY 
TURKEYS
By Lee Geisser
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PinkOutdoors.comPinkOutdoors.com
by Keli Van Cleave
A SNOW GOOSE HOLIDAY

 Historically February and March have 
been my husband’s annual transition month 
between hunting and fishing seasons. This 
traditionally has been his time to reflect 
on the last eight months of hunting and 
eagerly look ahead to turkey season and 
angling the great run off on our pristine 
rivers. As more opportunities emerge 
that transition is almost transparent. The 
fishing season has yet to take flight, yet 
many of us are cleaning and casing our 
equipment and searching for the trolling, 
casting and fly gear in the garages of 
storage. However, it seems this year his 
transition month may be gone due to the 
following:
 The light Goose (snow and blue) 
conservation season runs middle of 
February to the end of April. The spring 
turkey season opens in mid April and 
our Big game hunting applications are 

generally due by April 5th. Horn hunting 
seasons out West open in May. This all 
presents a full agenda for our family as 
well as for most sportsmen and women 
which might suggest we delay taking our 
fishing gear out of storage. 
 A snow goose hunt is a challenge as 
well as a uniquely exciting adventure. And 
given the growing population, a hunt is 
encouraged as the Snow goose numbers 
have reached the level where the huge 
numbers are damaging their natural 
nesting grounds. The Colorado Division of 
Parks and Wildlife reports the snow goose 
population to be in access of 5 million 
birds, with an increase of more than 
300-percent since the mid-1970s and that 
number is reported to be increasing more 
than 5-percent annually. To be successful 
with snow goose hunting it usually 
requires large numbers of decoys. You are 
allowed use of electronically amplified 

AUCTION SCHEDULE

DALE JONES AUCTION FACILITY & SALON 
Performance Auction Park, 2007 SE 3rd St. • Aledo, IL 

(309) 582-SOLD (7653) * sold@soldatjones.com 
www.SoldatJones.com

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11TH AT 9:00AM
FIREARMS & SPORTING EQUIPMENT AUCTION!
100’s of GUNS, KNIVES, VINTAGE LURES, AMMO

Colt, Smith & Wesson, Ithica, Remington, Browning, 
Winchester, Daisy and so many more
One of Illinois’s Largest Gun Auctions

Happy Birthday Birds

*Prices Per Person, Plus Tax & Subject to change.Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed. 
$75 non-refundable deposit per person required.All packages include: Lodging, Boat, Motor, 

Bait, Gas & Ice! Complimentary Cookouts Twice Weekly During Prime Season!

Year-Round Fishing Special $269

P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com
www.EagleNestResort.com

1-877-EAGLE-01 • 1-731-538-2143

NO LIMIT ON CATFISH OR BLUEGILL!

FISHING SPECIAL
ANYTIME UP TO MARCH 23 & AFTER MAY 20, 2017   

ANY 4 DAYS & NIGHTS ONLY $269*

PRIME TIME FISHING PACKAGES
MARCH 23 – MAY 20, 2017 3 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS.)

OR
4 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING SUN.) KITCHEN $329* • NO KIT. $289*

7 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS. OR SUN.) $629*

mechanical electronic calls and 
you do not need a federal migratory 
stamp, however, hunters must have a 
Colorado waterfowl stamp. The most 
fun piece to this hunt is the State has 
no daily bag or possession limit. Given 
the suggested unique gear and large 
decoy spreads, guides and outfitters 
are sometimes worth paying for when 
snow goose hunting in Colorado. 
Canada goose hunting is often times a 
cold, shivering experience, while the 
snow goose season falls in the spring; 
a small comfort factor for those who 
do not like colder temperatures.
 If you decide to plan a Valentine 
Day hunt like we are doing this 2017 
year. Colorado’s outdoors offers a 
variety of opportunities, take a look 
and make the most of the winter-
spring transition by checking out 
the Colorado Division of Parks and 
Wildlife (CPW) website to seek out 
your specific information for seasons 
and licenses.

Happy Valentine’s Day and Birthday 
MWG!
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & 
Custom Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Russ Watson, Logger: 309-696-5461

Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw
Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

300 E. War Memorial
Peoria

309-685-6606

7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100

150 B S. Main St.
Morton

309-263-2400

456 E. Main St. 
Galesburg

309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com
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WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS 
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .

Do you own timber around 
  creeks and/or rivers?
    If you do, then you most likely     
         have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:
•  Buyers of standing 

timber & cut logs.
•  Specializing in walnut 

& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.

SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH 
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

J.L. Logging • Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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