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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

The Phowler Boat Company
1701 Main Avenue, Clinton, Iowa 52732 | 563-242-8969
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PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

With Stereo,
fits 2 people.

Great for 
losing weight . . . 

melts the 
pounds right off!

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

Check out our
IN GROUND,

DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT
ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS

WORK & FISHING BOATS
Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls

Model Bow • Tunnel Hull
Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL
815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL
800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL

217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL
618-232-1218

Southside Outboard
Paducah, KY
270-443-5626

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164 • Oquawka, IL 61469

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

AND

OQB MARINE SHOP
1222 Hwy 164 East • Oquawka, IL 61469
Phone: 309-867-2961 • Fax: 309-867-3962

Open: Mon-Fri: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
& Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS



15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #926  
6” Leather Upper 
Oil/Slip Resistant

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

JANUARY 2017 • ISSUE #242

MOSER’S
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ON THE COVER  Canterbury Tales 

Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Deadline for ASO editions is the 10th 
of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible for 
any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

Jim Crowley from 
Hookandhunttv.com with 

Capt. Bernie Frueh and Jim’s 
beautiful Swordfish.

©Copyright 1994

Andy Bugos, General Manager
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES 

201 Gloria Parkway • Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
Harry & Cathy Canterbury, Owners

Harry’s Cell:  (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell:  (309) 370-6922

ASOMagazine.com
ASOMagazine.net

AD CREATION & LAYOUT:
Missy Walker - Production Manager 

missywalker1974@gmail.com
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

 Christmas has past and I was impressed 
how many people used that old familiar phrase 
that I have heard all my life, Merry Christmas. 
Over the last 8 years being politically correct 
has been the order of the day. I just love the 
comic strip showing Trump saying welcome 
back boys a picture of Santa and Jesus. 
 Maybe the next 4 years we can get back 
to what we have known all of lives here in 
America. I never knew why I had to change 
the way I live to accommodate a handful of 
over sensitive weirdos who are Hell bent in 
changing America for themselves. Again I 
hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!
 It has been cold the last few weeks and 
Duck season is over here in Central Illinois. 
Froze tighter than nuts on a new bridge. It was 
pretty slow for most hunters up and down the 
river. The clubs that did well had good feed. 
Some state grounds did well later than early but 

you could have gotten a sun tan in November. 
Weather of course is the most important factor 
when it comes to duck hunting.  If you still 
need to fill that desire on Waterfowl shooting, 
Goose hunting in Northern Illinois is really 
great. I would recommend Mazonia hunt club in 
Gardner Illinois 815-739-9822. It’s as good as it 
gets for Canada Goose hunting anywhere in the 
US. They have discounts for Police, Fire, EMTs, 
and active Military. One thing they do is offer a 
free hunt for 16 and under youths for their first 
Goose hunt, as long as they are accompanied 
by a paying adult. Neal Brooks the owner is a 
former Fire Chief and an American Patriot. You 
won’t find a better place to hunt Canada’s then 
at Mazonia hunt club in Gardner Illinois. We will 
be filming a TV show there this month. It will air 
on PBS affiliate WTVP channel 47 in Peoria and 
also available on the internet at youtube.com/
asomagazine. I’m one of those guys that needs 
one more good shoot before I hang my gun up 
for the year. My old Beneli needs a few more 
rounds shot through it before it goes into the 
safe.
 Another guy that will put you on the 
Snows is Rick Hamm. See his ad on page 77 
and Find him on Facebook to see the action! 
 It looks real good for early ice fishing 
here in central Illinois with temperatures 
close to zero. Andy our General Manager 
was walking on ice on December 14th at his 
duck club, which is pretty early. The forecast 
is extra cold for January. 
 I don’t know about you but I like at least 
4 to 5 inches thick before I even think about 
going out. There have been quite a few folks 
who have fallen through the ice around here 
the past few years and the outcome was not 
good. I have gone in before and it’s not fun 

at all. So be sure that 
the ice will hold you 
because you don’t want to go 
into the drink, it’s awful to say 
the least and can be fatal. 
 Just a word of advice never go by 
yourself, stay away from spring holes, always 
check the thickness, have a rope in case 
someone goes in, a floating device and have a 
plan to save your hide if you do go in. 
 Ice picks should be around your neck so 
you can pull yourself up. Be sure to take a cell 
phone and have it in a waterproof container. 
Hypothermia can set in in a very short time. You 
have a max of 15 minutes to get out depending 
on your health. I know people who wear life 
jackets and some tie themselves to a tree 
with a rope. I like to ice fish but not that much. 
Just be careful when out on the ice and use 
common sense. But there is nothing like fresh 
crappies and bluegills caught in cold water.
 When I was a kid I thought like most 
youngsters who loved the outdoors to 
become a Ranger or a Game Warden, now 
known as Conservation Police would be a 
great job. Back in the 1960’s Game Wardens 
were appointed by whoever was in office at 
the time. Qualifications were not much and 
just about anyone could be one.  It really 
depended on your political affiliation if you 
had a job or not. But today it’s all different and 
the qualifications to become one are pretty 
tough. 
 The state is preparing to accept new 
trainees in the event they receive a law 
enforcement grant that may happen this 
spring.  Conservation Police Officers have 
full police authority, with an enforcement 
mission focused on natural resources 
protection and outdoor safety. 

continued on page 8SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE IN 

2 DIFFERENT FORMATS!
ASOMagazine.com & 

ASOMagazine.net
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
726 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City ________________________ State ________________Zip ____________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

$$189512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

WATCH ASO TV • Sat. January 28 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50

O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13

Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Cope Marine 
is the Midwest’s 

Boating 
Headquarters!

www.copemarine.com

Giant selection of new and 
preowned boats in stock…

Great Factory Rebates & Big Savings!

JANUARY 2017 GUIDE 
TO ASO WRITERS

7 Grandma’s Recipe:  
8 Canterbury Tales continues… 
9 Andy’s Chronicles
12  Richard Pearson ISRA, Executive 

Director’s Message 
14  Norm Kelly, Murder on a Downtown 

Street
16  David Hart, Finding the Perfect Buck-

Doe Ratio 
18 Mike Roux, Traveling Tower Success
20  Bob Murray, The Meandering Murray’s- 

Saving Private Doe
22   Ted Nugent, Happy Real Honest to God 

New Year America
24  Dave Shadow, Predator Calls and 

Techniques
26 Colby Simms, Out Early for Muskies
28  Bob Park, Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits, 

Buying the Right Baitcasting Reel
30  Brandan Mathus- Catching Holed Up 

Coons
31  Francis Skalicky, MDC Invites Teachers 

to Archery Instructor Training Class
32  Dan Zarlenga, MDC and Partners Bring 

Eagle Days to the Old Chain of Rocks 
Bridge

33  Candice Davis, Learn How to Help 
Wildlife as they Den up for the Winter

34 Bill Cooper, Taking the Devils Own Buck
36  Judd Cooney, The Battle Over Wolves 

Continue
37 Farm King
38  John Neporadny Jr., Suspending 

stickbaits for Lake of the Ozarks 
hibernating bass

40   NWTF, International Agreement 
Bolsters Wild Turkeys and their Habitat

41  Woo’s Corner, My Favorite Fishing 
Technique

42 Diana Storrs, Ice Fishing
43  Jay Angel, Shabbona Lake Ice Fishing 

Primer 
44 David Herschelman, The Decatur Boys
46  Bernie Barringer, How Decoys can 

Benefit the Rut
48  Jay Angel, Target Sauger along the 

Edges of the Deep Holes in November 
through February on the Illinois River

49 Let’s Go Fishing Show Ad, Collinsville, IL
50  Jeremy Holm, Hunting Coyotes: Passion 

or Addiction
51 CPO Reports: October 2016
55 Roland Cheek’s Campfire Culture
56  Kirby Schupp, Parts Problems: 

Substitutes & Sham Repair
58 Strom 360 Search Bait
59  Devils Lake Convention & Visitors 

Bureau- A New Season Dawns: Ice 
Fishing Devils Lake, ND

61  Explore MN, 8 Things to do in 
Minnesota this Winter

63 IDNR Firearm Season Results
64 IDNR Calendar of Events
65  Central Illinois Outdoor Expo Show Ad, 

Arthur, IL
66  Southernmost Illinois Tourism, Life Up 

in the Trees
68  Jim Parrott, Helping Birds Weather 

Winter
69 Margaret Smith, Trumpet Call
71  American Gold Star Families, Fallen 

Heroes Tree of Honor
72 Wade Bourne, Retriever Rehab
75  IDNR- Preliminary 2016 Illinois 

Muzzleloader Harvest Results
76  John Pollman, 5 Extreme North 

American Waterfowl Hunts
78  Dale D. Humburg Understanding 

Waterfowl: The Flyways
80 Jim Crowley, Swordfish
82  Don Higgins, Higgins Outdoors, Hire 

the “Right” Whitetail Consultant
85  Kurt Beckstrom, Mobilize Your Ice 

Fishing
86  Marlene Odahlen-Hinz, The Aging 

Bowhunter
88 Dan Gapen Sr., The Ogoki River
91 Thane Hunt,  Hunting Connections
92 Joel Nelson, Finding the Ice First
94 Dan Vinovich, Wiggle and Waggle
96  NRA- NRA Personal Protection Expo to 

Debut in Milwaukee in August 17
97 Shae Birkey, Birding on Stand
98  AK Thompson, Dirt Church, Babies? Na, 

I’ll Pass
100 Jason Houser, Hunting Over Bait
103  Zinke Pic Signals Trump Intends to 

Keep Public Lands Promise
104   Real Estate Chatter- Illinois Home 

Prices Show Solid Gains in October- 
Sales Decline

106  Annie Otto, Annie’s Conklin Corner
107  Gerald Sampen- Outdoor Connection- 

Featuring 2 Of 23 “With Wings” We 
Represent

110  Bob Gwizdz, Why Michigan is a Top 
State for Grouse Hunters

112  Dan Galusha, Diamonds are an Angler’s 
Best Friend

114  Joel Nelson, Why Your Next Ice Fishing 
Suit Should Float   

115  Paul O’Neal- An Opening Day to 
Remember

116 Keli Van Cleave, The Wiley Coyote
117 War Eagle Boats
119 Mudbuddy Motors
120 JL Logging, WalnutTimberBuyer.com

Offer good till Dec. 31, 2016

Triton 17 TX

Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”
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Grandma’s

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store

Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND
Gas Pumps Open 24/7!

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

  G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.
Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

M,T,W,F  9aM-6pM • SaT  9aM-2pM • CloSed TH & SUN • opeN aNyTiMe By appT.

High post ventilated rib, ported barrel, grade III/IV 
walnut, adjustable comb, PachOctoberr recoil pad, 

silver nitride finish steel receiver

BT-99 Plus
Browning A5 Hunter

Gloss walnut stock, brass bead front sight, 
humpback receiver, ergo balanced

Maxus Hunter
Camo, 3 ½ inch, Dura-Touch coated composite, 

Power Drive gas operated semi-auto

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger 
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile 

receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight, 
Invector-DS chokes.

Citori 725 Trap

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANY

309-925-4217

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 

FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

seasoned flour, repeat egg then flour 
if desired, and add to the hot oil.

•  Cook over medium heat until golden 
brown.

•  Remove and drain on paper towels. 
Use the drippings to make gravy if 
desired.

Serve with your favorite side dishes.
www.backwoodsbound.com

Creamy Pheasant
6 pheasant breast fillets
½ cup flour
½ cup milk
Salt & pepper to taste
¼ cup vegetable oil

1 small can cream of chicken soup
(gravy lovers double soup)

Directions:
• Combine flour, salt & pepper
•  Coat breasts with flour mixture
•  Brown floured fillet in heated 

vegetable oil until golden brown on 
both sides.

•  Place fillets in greased baking dish in 
single layer

•  Combine soup & milk to pour over 
browned fillets. 

•  Bake covered 2 hours at 350 degrees. 
•  Serve with mashed potatoes, and 

you’ll have enough gravy to use on 
potatoes.

BBQ Rabbit
3 rabbits, quartered
~ 1 large onion, chopped
~ 1 large can tomatoes
~ 1/2 - 3/4 cup sugar
~ 1 tbsp butter
~ 1/2 cup vinegar
~ 1/2 cup ketchup
~ 1 tbsp favorite bbq sauce
~ 1 tsp cinnamon
~ salt
~ pepper
~ dash chili powder

Directions:
•  Place rabbits in a large pot. Cover 

with water and bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat and cook 1 - 1 1/2 hours 
or until tender.

•  Remove meat from pot and allow to 
cool. Debone.

•  Place meat in a crockpot and add the 
rest of the ingredients adding the 
sugar, salt and pepper to taste.

• Cook on low all day.

Serve on buns or on the side
www.backwoodsbound.com

Fried Rabbit
1 rabbit, cut into serving pieces
~ 2 - 3 eggs
~ flour
~ salt & pepper
~ oil or butter

Directions:
•  Place the rabbit pieces in large pot. 

Cover with water and bring to a boil.
•  Reduce heat to low and cook for 1 

hour.
• Remove and cool.
• Beat the eggs in bowl.
•  Place some flour in a separate bowl 

and season to taste with salt and 
pepper.

•  Heat some oil in a large skillet.
•  Dip the rabbit in the egg and then the 



Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest 
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com
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926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

Celebrating 80 Years of Shooting 1935-2015

 I remember when they were just guys 
and no gals that made sure you didn’t shoot 
over your limit.  They did not carry a gun or 
wore a bullet proof vest. They were limited in 
what they could do but that has all changed. 
I remember when they drove 4-door green 
Dodges not the 4 wheel drive trucks they 
have today.  They didn’t even carry a gun back 
then. But if you are interested in becoming a 
CPO here are the eligibility requirements.
•  A two year degree and three consecutive years 

of experience as a full time police officer with 
the same agency, or a four year degree. 

•  Must have a skill level and demonstrate 
the ability to swim at the competence level 
established by the Red Cross.

•  Successfully obtain a certification as a 
Police Officer.

•  Successfully complete the Conservation 
Police Academy which consists of 400 
hours of training within one year of hire.

 Here are some of the duties a CPO would 
be doing. 
 CPO duties include enforcement of 
criminal and vehicle laws in state parks; 
Patrolling Illinois lakes and rivers and enforcing 
boat safety laws and regulations; Enforcing 
state and federal fish and wildlife laws 
and regulations; Enforcing timber buyer’s 
act, forest protection, endangered species 
protection, and snowmobile registration and 
operation laws; Enforcing laws and regulations 
regarding commercial establishments including 
taxidermists, fur buyers and fish markets; 

And, enforcing IDNR administrative rules and 
regulations.  For more information on becoming 
a CPO in Illinois call 217-785-8407 or contact Lt. 
Eric Bumgarner at ericbumgarner@illinois.gov.
 They have good pay, a tremendous 
benefit and retirement program, but you will 
need to fill these eligibility requirements.
 Down at the old Red Nose Gun Club we 
had a Game warden show up occasionally. 
My dad told me a story about a duck shoot 
that took place in about 1965. A friend of 
dad’s who shot off his arm in an accident 
years ago was hunting with my dad along 
with a guy named Jim. They had over there 
limit in mallards which was not uncommon 
back in those days. Dad went back to the 
shack to get more shells and the two fellows 
in the blind didn’t know each other. The one 
arm guy who was a pretty good shot even 
with one arm. 
 They kept shooting and the ducks kept 
coming, he said to the other guy, we better 
be careful were over the limit with a pile of 
ducks in the blind. He said we could get into 
a lot of trouble being over the limit we might 
get pinched by the warden. Jim looked up and 
said I am the warden. 
 That was Jimmy Curless a close friend 
of my dad’s back then. It’s not that he didn’t 
do his job but when he was with my dad he 
kept a blind eye. Just another story back at a 
time when things were different. Next month 
will have another Red Nose Memory. They 
always said an old poacher makes the best 
game warden.

Canterbury Tales . . . continued

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL
(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com

Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am

Still Shooting! Open practice - Thurs.,Sat. & Sun.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

CLUBHOUSE AND SHOOTING FIELDS OPEN
THUR 11am - Dark &  SAT & SUN. 11am - 4pm

CATHY’S COMMENTS

 Be sure to take the family to the sport 
shows this winter. Find details this month in 
ads promoting most all area shows scheduled 
for January & February. It’s always good to 
attend seminars to learn new techniques 
for hunting and fishing.  Lots of fun finding 

 Happy New Year! 2016 flew by now it’s January 2017. Time to 
plan your goals and projects that you want to get accomplished this 
year. It’s a good idea to buy a planner, write everything down in the 
months you want to do them.  Maybe a remodel project. Plan your trips 
to go fishing, spring turkey, snow goose hunting, camping & canoeing. 
 Plan your garden early! April in Illinois is a good month to start 

planting. Most below ground plants do great like potatoes, turnips, onions, radishes, carrots 
and garlic. Hearty above ground plants like parsley, lettuce, cabbage, broccoli and asparagus 
do well in early spring. A few years ago I had an excellent garlic crop that I planted very early. 
Since then it hasn’t done very well. But I’m going to give it another shot this spring.  It’s always 
fun to dig in the dirt to grow food and flowers. The wildlife love it too. 
 Harry and I are excited about our new President Donald Trump. We are hoping he 
does everything he said he was going to do.  We are conservative folks that enjoy the great 
outdoors and support American workers and American made products.  President Trump will 
turn this economy around and he will get the mining industry going again that will help to put 
the USA first. He will support law enforcement and the American way of life. 
Don’t listen to the liberal late-night pukes or the actors and main-stream media if you want to 
know the truth about Trump. They all are dyed in the wool liberals that have another agenda for 
America than you and I have. Stand strong and we will make America great again! 
 Be sure to read all the ads we have in ASO each month and support our sponsors. 
ASO depends on sponsors to pay for printing expenses and really just to exist.  Pickup your 
monthly free copy of ASO at area sponsors that advertise. 
 We welcome subscriptions and you can mail us a check for $18.95 and we will mail 
ASO to your home for 12 months. See page 6 for details. Or read us for FREE on one of our 2 
websites that have complete publications up in 2 different formats. 
Remember ASO is the Voice of the Sportsman (girls & ladies too) to send us photos and stories 
of your outdoor fun. We love trophies but even killing a doe is something to be proud of and 
we’d love to share your photos and experiences. Send to ASO General Manager Andy Bugos 
at: asoAndyB@gmail.com 

Wishing all health, wealth and happiness in 2017!
Cat

new products to use in outdoor activities and 
projects!  

Keep your worm wet and your powder dry!
Harry
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OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

 Where does the time go? It seems as 
you get older the days, months and years 
go a little faster. It seems like yesterday 
I was waiting for opening day of dove 
season. Now I am pondering what to do 
the last week of duck season. As many 
of you experienced this year, the ducks 
never really seemed to arrive. At least at 
my favorite hunting location, it was a lot 
of blue skies and few birds. 
 Don’t get me wrong the first couple 
of weeks were great. We had plenty of 
woodies to shoot but never could get the 
mallards, grey ducks or pintails to come 
our way. I have heard many clubs are 
having an off year as well. It seems over 
the last three or four season the ducks 
come in for a day or two and then they 
are gone. Not sure if it is from the lack of 
feed in the river valley or the lack of ducks 
coming our direction. 
 Ten years ago, our little duck club 
would shoot four to five hundred birds 
now we spend all winter chasing out 
the beavers, summers preparing for 
duck season only to have less than 50 
birds killed at our club. After spending 
countless hours preparing for the ducks 
you would hope to have a few good hunts 
throughout the year. 
 Unfortunately, it just hasn’t happened 
for us. I suppose for 2017 we need to figure 
out a new strategy and start hunting some 
public locations to perhaps shake things 
up a bit. No matter what when you are a 

duck hunter, as soon as the season is over 
you are evaluating what you need to do to 
be more productive hunter. 
 If it is anything like last year, January 
will get here and our club will be loaded 
up with ducks and the only thing we can 
do is watch as they dump into the club by 
the hundreds. At least this will give us a 
little ray of hope for next year. Of course, 
after the first few weeks of duck hunting it 
is time to switch gears and get ready for 
firearms season. 
 Not sure if I just haven’t noticed but 
there are many bow hunters out there 
that don’t particularly care for the firearms 
season. Not sure why we firearms hunters 
are considered the enemy and we even 
have our own nick name the orange army. 
 After deer hunting for more than 20 
years, I will say even deer season has 
changed. When I was just 14 and starting 
to deer hunt we had a camp that would 
have 8 to 12 people staying in a small 
two-bedroom cabin. As a kid, there was 
nothing better than listening to old timers 
talk about stories of years past. This was 
the highlight of my hunting season. I was 
a young kid that could hang out with the 
“old men” and play cards and be one of 
the guys. 
 This is what hooked me on hunting 
to begin with. The comradery you share 
is worth more than anything else. The 
ribbings people would take or the bets 
on who would kill the bigger deer. There 
was never a dull moment in deer camp. 
Of course, as the youngest kid in deer 
camp you were the one that had to sleep 
on the floor next to the fire to make sure 

that the fire was still burning strong in the 
morning and if you didn’t look out the old 
guys would be giving you more crap than 
a 14-year-old could deal with. You only 
made that mistake once. 
 There are times now I look back and 
think about all the hunters that are not 
with us and some of the stories they told. 
They give me real-life experiences that I 
could never thank them enough for. Those 
were the days, and at times I wish I could 
go back to those days and enjoy another 
slice of what deer camp used to be. 
 Now we have 
four to six hunters on 
any given weekend 
but it’s not the same. 
We don’t have a cabin 
anymore we have a 
trailer so not as many 
people can stay and 
many go home each 
night. We don’t have 
the long card games 
or the person who 
killed the biggest deer 
bragging for days on 
end. It’s just a couple 
of friends that hunt 

together all year that get together to 
spend some quality time. 
 Don’t get me wrong, I still enjoy 
deer camp it has just changed a lot over 
the years. I don’t think we are the only 
group to experience this change through 
the years. It used to be, when you went 
out in the morning you would here many 
shots throughout the valley and there was 
always excitement getting back to camp 
to see what everyone had gotten. During 
those days you may have four or five deer 
hanging opening morning. Now you are 
lucky if there is one. 
 As I was sitting in the deer stand 
opening morning with my daughter Ella, 

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

The Hialeah Club
Goofy Ridge, IL

Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon

MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

Ella waiting patiently during her first deer hunt
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Drink Specials Everyday! 
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm

Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris 
invite you to come by for a 
drink and delicious meal! 

4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413

Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

I was getting blasted by a 20+ mph wind 
and the whole time I am thinking this is 
the best duck day we have had all year 
and it is opening day of deer season. The 
winds were relentless but it was the first 
time in the deer stand with me and she 
was doing a great job. 
 Ella is just like her daddy never at a 
loss for words. So, my concern was with 
both of us in the stand, there was no way 
a deer would come near us. I was very 
wrong. She even had to tell me to sit still 
a couple of times. We saw several deer 
opening morning but I wanted to show 
Ella that you need to let you deer mature 
before harvesting. 
 Many of the deer we saw were 2 ½ 
years or younger so I took the opportunity 
to show her how to judge the age of 
the deer a little. She was so interested 
in everything to do with hunting that it 
makes a dad’s heart warm. She was a 
trouper spending all weekend with me in 
the stand and not complaining one bit. 
 We saw deer on Friday and Saturday 
but we never saw a mature deer for us to 
get a shot. As Sunday rolls around, I could 
tell that Ella was clinging to her last shred 

Chronicles . . . continued

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

of patience. She had given deer hunting 
everything she had that weekend and just 
kept right on going. Heck, I didn’t want to 
get up Sunday either but this was our last 
chance for the first season to get a deer for 
the freezer. Ella is all about putting food in 
the freezer for her family. Very dedicated 
to making sure we have our bellies full. 
 As we sat there Sunday the time 
passed without much activity. At around 
8:45 am I could tell she was ready to go. 
She looked over at me and said “Dad I am 
losing hope.” At that point, I knew if we 
could get a doe in front of us I needed to 
cap this weekend off for my baby girl. 
 I told her we would wait until 9:00am 
then stop for the day. After sitting there for 
another 10 minutes here came a mature 
doe. The first one we saw all weekend. I 
pointed the deer out to Ella and told her to 
watch where the deer goes after I shoot. 
As the deer walks to opening and stops 
perfectly broadside I pull the trigger. The 
deer hunches up like I made a good shot 
and off she goes. I watched the deer go 
for 100 yards or so and thought ok… we 
will find the blood trail and Ella will get to 
track her first deer. Another lesson for the 
youngster. 

 We let the deer lay for about a ½ 
hour and Ella couldn’t take anymore. As 
we got down out of our stand she was as 
excited as she could be. We walked over 
to the where I shot the deer and no blood. I 
thought well I know I hit her so let’s follow 
the path she was on and we will find blood. 
After 30 or 40 yards, I feel we should be 
finding blood. Nothing anywhere. Now I 
am starting to worry that maybe I didn’t 
hit the deer. Heck it was only 75 yards that 
should have been an easy shot. 
 As I continue to look for blood Ella 
says “dad I saw her go over here so I am 
going to go look.” I thought 
to myself, the deer didn’t 
even go that way when I was 
watching her. After another 15 
minutes or so I here Ella start 
screaming “I found her!” Low 
and behold, I walk over to her 
and there she is. Ella was so 
happy that she was able to 
find her. Not sure without her 
that I would have found that 
deer. I made a perfect shot but 
because of the angle from the 
stand the bullet lodged in her 
leg and never created an exit 
wound. 
 This made the weekend a 
huge success. Ella sat with me 
for three days patiently waiting 
for the right deer to come. Just 
when we were getting ready to 

call it a weekend we were able to harvest 
a nice doe for the freezer. 
 After that, Ella spent the next week 
telling anyone who would listen, that she 
helped dress a deer.  Now she is telling 
everyone next year she gets to shoot 
her own deer. If there is anything more 
rewarding than taking a kid with you 
hunting I am not sure what it is. 
 I hope everyone had a great Christmas 
and I hope everyone has a prosperous 
New Year.  May your sunrises and sunsets 
be magical.

Ella with the doe we harvested
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DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of geautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

STOP BY & SAY HELLO!

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Apply Now for Illinois 
Conservation Foundation 
Scholarship
SPRINGFIELD, IL – Applications are now 
being accepted by the Illinois Conservation 
Foundation (ICF) for the 2017 Conservation 
Achievement Scholarship program.  The 
ICF annually awards scholarships to 
outstanding high school seniors in Illinois 
who demonstrate effective, voluntary, 
long-term dedication to the preservation, 
protection or enhancement of the 
state’s natural resources.  Up to three 
scholarships of $2,000 each are available 
for the current school year.  
 “Over the years, the ICF’s 
Conservation Achievement Scholarship 
program has awarded nearly $100,000 
to help further the education of young 
people who have shown interest in being 
our future conservation leaders,” said 
Wayne Rosenthal, chairman of the Illinois 
Conservation Foundation Board of Directors 

and Director of the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources. “This scholarship 
program recognizes outstanding natural 
resources stewardship efforts by high 
school students from throughout Illinois.”  
 The ICF Conservation Achievement 
Scholarships have been awarded since 
2005. Applicants must be an Illinois 
resident and a senior in an Illinois high 
school.  Applications must be received by 
the ICF by January 15, 2017. 
 Detailed instructions and the 2017 
application form can be accessed through 
the ICF website at: http://www.ilcf.org/
portal/sponsorship-opportunities
 Please contact the Illinois 
Conservation Foundation at 217-785-
2003 or dnr.icf@illinois.gov for more 
information or to make a donation to 
support the Conservation Achievement 
Scholarship program.

UPCOMING CONCEALED CARRY CLASSES:
Jan 28 & 29

Feb 25 & 26 • March 25 & 26
16hr classes are $100 8hr classes are $50

We also offer Basic Handgun, Advanced Concealed 
Carry, and Tactical AR15 classes.  ITFT is your one 
stop shop for all your shooting and hunting supply 

needs, including ammo, magazines and 
firearm sales/ rental available.  

309-306-1359
Email:  ILTacticalFirearmsTraining@gmail.com

www.IllinoisTacticalFirearmsTraining.com

Johnny Kirchgessner with his first deer taken opening 
day of the firearms season in Schuyler County
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

ISRA.org

 The Ohio State Legislature has passed 
and sent to Governor John Kasich an 
expanded concealed carry bill that would 
allow concealed carry on college campuses, 
as well as a few other places.   The enemies 
of concealed carry claim the expansion of 
concealed carry is unnecessary because 
Police Officer Alan Honijko was near enough 
to stop the recent terrorist attack on the Ohio 
State campus.  Of course, if the officer was 
around the block, the results would have been 
horrific.  What about many of the Ohio college 
students who have already been murdered 
by thugs?  There wasn’t a policeman there 
to save them.  They never had a chance.  If 
Kasich signs the bill, the present students will 
at least have a chance.
  President-Elect Donald Trump continues 
to confound the media and the talking heads 
with his cabinet picks.  His choice for Secretary 
of State, Rex Tillerson, present CEO of Exxon 

will throw that medal in the river.  
It is a beautiful medal, maybe we 
should keep the medal and........   

Kerry’s record as Secretary of 
State equals Hillary’s.  John 

Kerry in not a friend of Putin’s either.  
Maybe it is time we try a new tactic, perhaps 
someone who at least knows Putin.  The 
media portrays Tillerson as a friend of Putin.  
I can tell you this: just because you know and 
deal with someone, does not mean they are 
your friend.
 You work together because you have to.
 Senator Jeff Sessions (Jefferson 
Beauregard Sessions III) has been nominated 
for Attorney General, by President-Elect 
Trump.  His nomination is a breath of fresh air 
to the Second Amendment supporters of the 
United States.  Senator Sessions has enjoyed 
a well-deserved A+ rating from the NRA.  His 
past actions show that he deserved that and 
more, if it were possible.
  Senator Sessions’ committee 
assignments include Armed Services, Budget, 
Judiciary, Environment and Public Works.  
Senator Sessions served in the United States 
Army Reserve, rising to the rank of Captain.  
His voting record on the Second Amendment 
is stellar, to say the least.  Senator Sessions 
has a well-earned reputation of not 

Mobil, is being criticized for his friendship 
with Vladimir Putin, as well as other world 
leaders.  Some Republicans, Democrats and 
the lame stream media are all jumping up and 
down and piling on.  
  The last two Secretaries of State were 
both political hacks and grifters.  Hillary 
Clinton’s accomplishments for the benefit of 
the United States are exactly - um, well none.   
She did do a great job in shaking down foreign 
governments for the benefit of the “Clinton 
Foundation” and personal enrichment.  It 
is hard to overlook the thousands of people 
slaughtered in the Middle East, the thousands 
of foreigners crammed down our throats, and 
the Americans that have been murdered, but 
she was not a friend of Putin.
 Then there is John Kerry.  This cat 
wouldn’t be anywhere if he hadn’t married 
the widow, the heir to the A. J. Heinz 
fortune.  Kerry was in Vietnam and received 
three dubious Purple Hearts (you could go 
home after three Purple Hearts).  He threw 
his United States Military medals in the 
Potomac River.  Recently, he received the 
Legion of Honor from France.  I wonder if he 

pussyfooting around.  One of the 40 or so 
organizations under the jurisdiction of the 
Justice Department is the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (BATFE).  
I’m sure they will get a much-needed attitude 
adjustment.  Don’t get me wrong, I don’t care 
how many bad guys they go after, but trying 
to entrap law abiding citizens and coming 
up with half-witted schemes like Fast and 
Furious, should cease at once.  I suspect if 
any of them get out of line, they will only do 
it once.  Another thing I like about Attorney 
General Nominee Sessions is that he is not 
going to give one nano-speck of United States 
sovereignty to the no good, worthless, no 
account, good for nothing United Nations or 
anyone else.  Jeff Sessions is another one of 
those Holiday blessings.
  One of the interesting tidbits coming 
out of the election is the formation of the 
Congressional Second Amendment Caucus.  
Congressman Thomas Massie (Kentucky) 
and a group of other conservatives want to 
propose and support good Second Amendment 
legislation, as well as aid President-Elect 
Trump in defending and promoting the rights 
of law abiding gun owners.  One of the 
bills they will be looking at is the National 
Reciprocity Bill for concealed carry.  That bill 
is not quite ready to go yet because it does 
not have penalties for states who do not 
comply.

Littleton Storm & Timber Services, Inc.
(217) 245-7910

1615 Sugar Hollow Rd, Jacksonville, IL 62650

• Buyers of Standing Timber • 
• Tree & Brush Removal Specialists •

Commercial Spray equipment 
applied by licensed personnel, 

kills brush and trees. 

LET US CREATE ATV TRAILS & 
HORSEBACK RIDING TRAILS!

Call Littleton Storm & Timber 
Services to get the job done right! Dry duck holes: grinding willows 

and brush out of duck holes

Before

Before

After

After
Don’t miss a buck of a lifetime cause 

you can’t see through the brush! 

Before

Before

After

After
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 For the past eight years, the United States 
has suffered from the “lead from behind” 
strategy of the Obama Administration. Our 
soldiers have been handcuffed with stupid 
rules of engagement that have caused 
American soldiers to be killed and wounded 
unnecessarily. I believe this will come to an 
abrupt end on the 20th of January, or shortly 
thereafter. No one wants war, but if war 
does come, our military must be properly 
equipped, staffed, trained and given rules of 
engagement governed by rules of war, not 
politics. I believe the appointment of General 
James Mattis will change all of that for the 
better. It is important that we make sure 
General Mattis is appointed, despite the 
whining of the “cupcakes.”
  General Mattis has a couple of nicknames 
such as “Mad Dog” and the “Warrior Monk,” 
both of which are descriptive of his demeanor. 
General Mattis is among the best generals 
the United States has ever had. He has been 
found talking to on-duty troops at 2 and 3am, 
and has personally served as Officer of the 
Day to relieve a married officer so he could 
be with his family. If General Mattis decided 
to attack the bowels of Hell, not only would 
his troops follow him, they would fight to be 
at the front of the line. General Mattis is that 
type of leader.
 I feel that the mindset of the United States 
Military is about to change for the better. As 
the attitude toward our military improves and 
we start rebuilding our military, the number 
of recruits will increase dramatically. Many 
of those new military recruits have never 
touched a firearm; therefore, will need proper 
marksmanship training. They should know the 
fundamentals of shooting before ever joining 
the Armed Forces. The Illinois State Rifle 
Association was built off the idea of properly 
training civilians in marksmanship skills before 
joining the U.S. Military, back in 1903. We have 
trained thousands of marksmen since then.
 There is a program to introduce new 
recruits to basic marksmanship before they 
report for duty. It is known as the Armed 
Forces Training Camp, which has proven highly 
beneficial in improving recruits’ marksmanship 
scores when they get to basic training. I have 
worked on this program for several years and 
have been preparing to launch this program. 
Now is the time. The ISRA will activate this 
program on February 18, 2017. At that time, 
instructor orientation will begin. If you are 
interested, please contact me. The first 
instructor class will be limited to 30 people. 
The prerequisite will be a familiarity with the 
AR15 and instructor experience is preferred. 
Let me know.
  The total number of concealed carry 
licenses now exceeds 15 million in the 
United States. I expect this trend to continue. 
Terrorist attacks are simply murder of the 
innocent by surprise. Most of the innocent are 

unprepared. Getting a concealed carry permit 
is part of that training. Getting a Concealed 
Carry License certainly is a good first step 
in getting prepared. If you have not gotten 
your Illinois Concealed Carry License, please 
sign up for a class. This is a great present for 
yourself!
 President-Elect Trump just about has his 
cabinet positions filled.  There will be whining 
and gnashing of teeth by the left and their 
fellow travelers, the lame street media.  As 
gun owners, we must stay organized and keep 
involved.  Now is not the time to sit back and 
“let Donald do it”.
 In the not so newsy news department, 
the Brady Campaign admits to partnering with 
Hollywood in promoting its anti-gun agenda. 
“Miss Sloan” is the latest unabashed chapter 
in their deceptive saga.  The opening weekend 
average for the movie was just $1167, per 
theater.  That ranks as the 79th worst opening 
since 1982.  I’m pretty sure they won’t get any 
of my money, or yours either.  
  On January 16, 2017, a new Form 4473 
from the BATFE, will go into effect.  Although 
there are several minor changes, there is one 
major change that medical marijuana users 
need to be aware of.  Question 11e is aimed 
squarely at medical marijuana users and if 
answered yes, is an absolute disqualifier.  
Despite the fact that several states have 
passed making medical marijuana legal within 
their borders, it is still a federal crime to use 
it, grow it, or distribute it.   The Ninth Circuit 
has recently ruled the medical marijuana 
users are disqualified.  I don’t see this change 
of Form 4473 affecting FOID Cards or Illinois 
Concealed Carry Licenses.
  The State of Illinois is already aware of the 
circumstances. This will not affect personal 
t r a n s a c t i o n s 
within the State of 
Illinois.  Medical 
marijuana users 
must be aware 
that crossing the 
state line, with 
a firearm, is a 
potential problem.  
There is nothing 
that the State 
of Illinois or any 
other state can do 
about it.  
I am also thankful 
for all of the great 
ISRA members, 
volunteers, board 
members and 
staff that make 
this such a great 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
Thank you all 
for your faith 
and dedication. 

Wishing each and every one of you a Happy 
New Year and the very best in 2017!
 IGOLD (Illinois Gun Owner Lobby 
Day) has been moved from Wed. March 
22, 2017 to Wednesday April 5, 2017.  Make 
your plans now to come to Springfield to 

support Gun Owner’s rights in Illinois. 
See isra.org for more information!

JOIN the ISRA Today!
PO Box 637 * Chatsworth, IL 60921

815-635-3198
www.ISRA.org

ZANCHA’S GUNS & AMMO
BUY • SELL • TRADE

AREA’S LARGEST STOCKING GUN DEALER!
Glock Stocking Dealer, Henry Gold Dealer . . . 

We Carry All Major Brands!
Find Lots of Accessories & Reloading Supplies:
Brass, Bullets, Powder, Primers, Shot & Wads

217-873-6567
108 EAST STATE ST., LOVINGTON IL 61937

guns@zanchasguns.com • www.ZanchasGuns.comM-F: 10am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com

217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!
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MURDER ON A DOWNTOWN STREET

The Peoria Area’s Premier Deer 
Sausage & Salami Maker Since 1955

Raber does full processing of your deer &
all products are full processed in our plant.

Choose from more than 20 
different sausage products 
made from your deer meat!

309.673.0721 • After Hours: 309.369.7631

1413 N. Raber Rd. 
Peoria, Illinois 61604

Off Farmington Rd.
Across fom Peoria 

Speedway

It was a warm August 2, 1930 in 
downtown Peoria, Illinois, a Saturday 
night to be precise.  Prohibition was still 
the law of the land, but in Peoria, Illinois 
anyone who wanted a drink of alcohol had 
no problem getting it.  The downtown area 
was a busy place to be and gambling and 
other vices were easy to come by.  The 
stores were just closing and the crowds 
were heading home.  Suddenly the sound 
of rapid gunfire echoed down the narrow 
streets.  Folks stopped dead in their tracks 
then began running toward the disturbing 
sound.

Peoria Police Officer Robert Koegel leaned 
against the building at 1122 North Adams 
checking out the folks that hurried by.  At 
the beginning of his shift he always had a 

man or two to keep an eye out for; being 
the diligent cop that he was. A shiny Essex 
sedan pulled into the driveway next to the 
building.  Koegel eyed it when he heard 
angry voices coming from within the 
automobile.  Alert, but not alarmed, the 
officer approached the open window on 
the driver’s side.

“Officer the guy in the back seat has a 
gun!  Will you please take it from him?”

Officer Koegel saw a man and a woman 
in the front seat and a rather over weight 
man in the back seat.  “What’s the trouble 
here?”

Looking at the man in the back seat, 
Koegel said, “Do you have a gun?”

“Yeah so what”?  It was a curt, surly 
response to the officer’s question.

The cop reached out and wiggled his 
fingers.  “Let’s have it.”

The suspect was now aiming the gun 
directly at Koegel.  “Don’t move copper… 
or I’ll kill you!”

The driver of the vehicle was now holding 
a gun in his hand aiming it at the man in 
the back seat.  “Don’t worry officer…I got 
him covered.”

Immediately multiple shots rang out as 
the two men opened fire.

The first bullet hit the officer in the left 
shoulder forcing him backwards. As 
he went for his gun he was hit again, 
knocking him to the sidewalk. Still, more 
shots rang out as the two men continued 
their point blank firing at each other. The 
sound was deafening as the interior of 
the car filled with acrid smoke. Suddenly 
the driver’s door flew open.  The woman 
passenger then leaned over the driver and 
fired two quick shots in to the prone body 
of Officer Koegel!

As terrified witnesses dove for cover the 
driver and his female passenger stumbled 

out of the car and ran towards Persimmons 
Street. The crowd watched as one brave 
man walking with a pegged leg and a 
crutch scrambled after the shooters.  That 
brave man was a local man named Carl 
Traub.  He told police that the suspect 
yelled back at him, “Okay, Peggy, you 
better get lost.”  Believe me, that was a 
funny line and it was repeated over and 
over here in Peoria, Illinois.

George Perkins, an Elmwood farmer lost 
his car to the suspects and he ended up 
in a tavern trying to soothe his nerves. 
Suddenly four police officers rushed him 
and dragged him off to jail. He was finally 
cleared, but told reporters, “I’ll stay in 
Elmwood from now on…this place is 
nuts.”

HENRY D. FASH KILLED AFTER DUAL 
IN AUTO
That was the headline in the morning 
paper and of course was the talk of the 
town.  Officer Henry Koegel had been 
severely wounded and was in critical 
condition in the hospital. One slug had 
penetrated his lung, but through some 
miracle the officer somehow survived his 
serious wounds.

POPULAR CHOICES:
Barbeque Sticks • Salami & Cheese Sticks

Jalapeno & Cheese Salami
Bratwurst, Polish or Summer Sausage

by Norman V. Kelly

Let Raber Process Your Deer!

WE ALSO 
SMOKE TURKEY 

& GEESE!

Like us on
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Police reported that at least fourteen 
shots had been fired and marveled at the 
fact that anyone escaped that car alive. 
So the investigation into the murder 
of Fash and the shooting of Officer 
Koegel was the focus of the police and 
the newspapers. Police spent weeks 
investigating the shooting, questioning 
dozens of witnesses, but ended up totally 
baffled. The coroner held his inquest, the 
detectives turned in their reports but the 
investigation went nowhere. 

OCTOBER 5, 1939
Nine years later the police, acting on 
a tip, went to Terre Haute, Indiana and 
came back with Theodore Robert Smith, 
the suspected killer of Mr. Fash. Smith 
told the press that he was nowhere near 
Peoria when Fash and the officer were 
shot.  Of course the reporters cornered 
Officer Koegel.  “Did this Theodore Smith 
shoot you officer Koegel?”

Koegel nodded, “He’s the man that shot 
me.”

Case closed…right?

JANUARY 15, 1939
On a cold, blustery January the Peoria 
County Courthouse was over run by 
potential jurors and spectators. The 
murder trial of Theodore Smith was about 
to get underway and the hot ticket seats 
were hard to come by. The courtroom 
drama unfolded reaching a climax when 
Officer Koegel pointed to the defendant.  
“That is the man that shot me.”  “Are you 
certain?”

“I am absolutely positive!”

THE VERDICT
On January 29, 1939, after closing 
arguments and instructions from the judge, 
the case was handed over to the jury.  After 
lunch they began their deliberations. Two 
hours later they were back in the courtroom 
with a unanimous verdict.

“Your honor in the matter of the People 
versus Robert Theodore Smith, we find the 
defendant Not Guilty!”

Officer Koegel and the prosecuting 
attorney sat stunned at the verdict.

The spectators had exploded the moment 
the decision was published creating chaos 

in the courtroom.  Reporters went racing 
out of the room heading for telephones 
and typewriters.  They had some exciting 
news to report…exciting indeed.  

Editor’s Note:  Norm is a local historian 
and author and a monthly contributor to 
ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS. He 
welcomes your comments. norman.kelly@
sbcglobal.net

T hanks to Bill Gottschalk of Harrison’s 
Sport Shop for sharing a moment eating 
lunch on the Rio Grand in South Texas...Bill 
has some Hot Deals going on from G3 Boats! 
Check’em out at: (618) 987-2030 &
web: www.HarrisonsSportShop.com

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731



Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!

BOWS
Mathews • Mission

Bear  • PSE

CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission

Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE
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PEKIN BASS 
& BOW

FINDING THE PERFECT BUCK- DOE RATIO
FINDING A GOOD RATIO FOR WHITETAILS COULD BE MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOU REALIZE
By David Hart
 If many deer hunters had their way, 
they’d spend a few hours in their tree 
watching a parade of deer walk past their 
stand. Who can blame them? We all love 
to watch deer, even if we have no intention 
of pulling the trigger. Whether it’s a group 
of does feeding in a food plot or a basket-
racked eight-pointer slipping under our 
treestand, more is always better. Or is it?
Truth is, seeing dozens of deer in a single 
outing may seem like the perfect way to 
spend an afternoon, but it’s not necessarily 
good for the habitat. An overpopulation 
can inflict serious, long-term damage to 
the landscape, resulting in a downward 
spiral in deer numbers and health.
 “You’ll end up with unhealthy deer, 
which results in lower body weights, 
smaller antlers and a decline in fawn 
survival. That can ultimately lead to an 
overall decline in deer numbers, so it’s 
important to make sure you don’t have 
too many deer than your habitat can 
support,” says Quality Deer Management 

Association education director Kip Adams.
It’s not just deer that are affected by an 
overpopulation of whitetails. They can 
have an impact on the entire ecosystem. A 
number of research projects have shown 
that overbrowsing results in less diverse 
plant communities, which then impacts 
a host of game and non-game species, 
ranging from turkeys to reptiles. A study in 
Pennsylvania showed a drastic impact on 
the habitat and a severe decline in species 
diversity and abundance as a result of too 
many deer.

“TOO MANY,” DEFINED
 So how do you know? They may not 
be obvious, but there are clues that can 
indicate an overabundance of whitetails. 
The most visible, says Adams, is a well-
defined browse line.
 “If you stand in a mature forest and 
you can see 100, 150 yards because 
there is virtually no cover at ground level, 
then you probably have too many deer,” 
he explains. “Also, if there is a defined 

browse line on your field edges, that’s a 
good indication of an overpopulation, too.”
Whitetails will first eat available foods on 
or near the ground, including herbaceous 
growth and tree sprouts, before eating 
twigs, leaves, buds and vines at or above 
eye level. Those above-ground foods are 
often lower in nutrition and digestibility. 
Deer will eat them only because they have 
no other choice — there’s nothing left to 
eat. The higher the browse line, the more 
likely you have way too many deer for the 
habitat. If they have to stand up to reach 
leaves five or six feet off the ground, then 
you’ve got way too many deer.
 Adams also says overbrowsed food plots 
are also a good indication of too many deer.

 “If your food plots get eaten down 
to nothing, that’s either an indication 
of too many deer or poor habitat or a 
combination of both,” says Adams. “Of 
course, a small food plot may not last very 
long, no matter how many deer you have, 
but if the habitat is good, then your deer 
herd won’t concentrate all their efforts on 
your food plots.”

TOO FEW? THAT’S A PROBLEM, TOO
 Although a lack of deer is not 
necessarily detrimental to the habitat, it 
can have a lasting impact just the same. 
Whitetails have always been an integral 
part of the landscape. They serve as a food 
source for predators and even scavengers, 
and they can also help distribute the 
seeds of beneficial plants.
 More important, at least from a hunter’s 
perspective, a lack of deer can result in 

• Great Fun for the whole Family! 
•  Live Animals from Maple Lane Wildlife Farms!
•  Grizzly Bear, Wolf, Tiger or   Leopard & Monkey. 
• Fishing & Hunting Seminars!
•  WIN one of 4-$100 Gift Cards from area merchants

CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ PREMIER OUTDOOR SHOW!!! FEBRUARY 10 - 11, 2017

Otto Center: 2058 CR 1800 E, Arthur, IL
217-268-3820 • www.ArthurOutdoorExpo.com
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poor hunting and even a decline in hunting 
participation on a larger scale. Hunters are a 
vital part of the economy and an even bigger 
part of the conservation equation.
 “There’s no question it’s important 
to have an abundant deer population for 
hunters to want to continue hunting,” 
says Adams.

COUNT YOUR DEER
 The exact number of deer on your 
land is somewhat less important than 
their impact on the habitat. However, 
in order to get a handle on population 
trends, it’s a good idea to conduct camera 
surveys. Through research, biologists have 
determined that there’s no better way 
to conduct accurate deer counts than by 
using trail cameras placed over corn to get 
a good idea of your population.
 The key, says Adams, is to gather at least 
three years of populations, though it’s better 
to get as many added years as you can.
 “By having a couple of years of deer 
counts, you can determine if their numbers 
are going up or down and you can make 
adjustments to your annual harvest based 
on those trends and what is best for your 
habitat,” says Adams.
 A single-year survey can at least give 
you a starting point. Be careful, though. 
Just because you aren’t seeing many 
deer from your stand doesn’t mean they 
aren’t there. Hunting pressure can turn 
many deer into nocturnal creatures, but a 
remote, motion-sensor camera can show 
you things you may not be seeing.
 A study conducted by researchers at 
Auburn University found that a camera 
every 100 acres and left in place for ten 

days was sufficient for capturing all the 
deer utilizing the property. They used corn 
to draw deer to a specific location.
 The hard part is assessing your 
doe population. They all look the same. 
However, there’s an easy solution through 
extrapolation. Say, for example, you get 
40 images of antlered bucks and ten 
of those captures are individual bucks 
as determined by their unique antler 
characteristics. That translates to four 
photos per buck. You can determine 
your doe population by using the same 4 
captures per one buck ratio. If you have 
photos of 100 does, for example, then you 
can assume you have 25 does.

POPULATION SOLUTIONS
 Whether or not 35 total deer is an 
issue or not is something you’ll have to 
decide through habitat assessment. If 
you do have too many, that can be solved 
through additional harvest of antlerless 
deer. Although many hunters prefer to 
shoot any deer with antlers, that won’t 
solve long-term population issues.
 “Does are the ones that produce 
future deer, so if your goal is to reduce the 
population, shoot more does,” says Adams.
 Of course, if your habitat can support 
many more deer, the best solution is to lay 
off the does for a few years. It’s not a bad 
idea to shoot fewer bucks, too. Excessive 
buck harvest can result in skewed buck-
doe ratios, which can further degrade the 
quality of your deer herd.

BUCK-DOE RATIOS
 Deer populations, whether high, low 
or just right, aren’t the only thing you need 

Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

to consider. Buck-to-doe ratios also factor 
into the health of your deer herd. Those 
numbers have little impact on the habitat, 
of course. A 
buck eats the 
same amount 
and type of food 
a doe eats.
 A n 
abnormally high 
d o e - t o - b u c k 
ratio, however, 
can result in 
later breeding, 
which then 
results in later fawn births. Late-born 
fawns tend to weigh less and have poorer 
health going into the winter and lower 
survival rates.
 The problem, says Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries deer program leader Matt Knox, 
is that many hunters confuse antlerless 
deer with antlered deer. He points to a 
frequent conversation he has with his 
state’s hunters.
 “They tell me they see 20 anterless 
deer in a field and only a couple of bucks, 
so the buck-to-doe ratio must be way 
out of whack. What they are more likely 

seeing are a bunch of fawns in addition 
to does and antlered bucks,” he explains. 
“Statistically, half those fawns are bucks, 
so the buck-to-doe ratio probably isn’t as 
bad as they assume.”
 Knox says a doe will usually bear one 
fawn so for every adult doe in that group, 
there is one fawn. Of the 16 antlerless 
deer, eight will be fawns and four of those 
fawns will be bucks.
 “Of course, not all fawns survive, 
but it’s fair to assume that mortality rates 
are generally equal for male fawns and 
female fawns, so the number of each in 
the population will be equal. Assuming 
zero fawn mortality, that gives you a total 
of eight bucks and 12 does for a ratio of 
1 to 1.5. That’s a pretty good ratio,” adds 
Knox.
 Adams agrees and says that in most 
situations sex ratios are typically not an 
issue. What matters most in that case 
is the age ratio. An overabundance of 
antlerless deer, including young-of-the-
year, are more likely to indicate a poor age 
structure.
 In other words, if you want to see 
more antlered deer, don’t shoot as many 
antlered deer as you have in the past.



THE ARMORY
Buy • Sell • Trade

Guns • Ammunition • Army Surplus • MRS’s • Knives
Bayonets • Reloading Supplies • Military Collectibles

1406 State Route 13-127 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274
Located next to the Pinckneyville/DuQuoin Airport

618-559-0424 • thearmory1945@yahoo.com
OPEN M-F 10-6 , Sat. 10-4 (After hours by appt.)
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TRAVELING TOWER SUCCESS 
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

Anyone who knows 
me very well knows 
I am a stickler 
for preparation.  

Develop a successful program and 
continue to refine it.  That is how you 
become consistent with anything.  And so 
it is with my deer hunting.
 I do my best to instill this mantra in 
all the members of our deer hunting group.  
That group includes my boys Parker and 
Caleb, along with their brother Spencer 
when he can get here.  It also includes 
John Caldwell and Bob Cowman.  These 
are the guys that I love to be with in our 
Illinois deer camp which is headquartered 
at John’s house.  John and his wife Sue 
are gracious hosts and make us feel both 
welcome and comfortable.
 Preparation for this year’s fall season 

began early in the summer.  Parker had 
picked out a massive old black oak tree 
that sits between a grain field and a 
swamp patch.  He decided this was the 
perfect spot for a permanent stand.  Using 
packing pallets and some lumber he built 
a hunting Hilton in a great location.
 We checked and worked on all of our 
other stands and blinds.  John no longer 
goes up a tree to hunt so Bob and I build 
him a new permanent blind in his favorite 
location.  We also had to get the camo 
cover on our favorite tower blind.  The 
TRAVELING TOWER has been a mainstay 
in our deer hunting program for many, 
many years now.  Its versatility and ease 
of use makes it the perfect deer hunting 
tool and there should be one of these in 
every deer camp in America.
 I know you have heard me talk about 

this tower blind several times.  This unique 
stand attaches with a removable frame to 
your ATV.  You then move the stand to any 
location where a blind is not practical and 
a tree for a stand does not exist.  Once 
there the tower pops up easily and can 
be anchored for the season or moved in a 
matter of minutes.
 Our TRAVELING TOWER was in a 
great spot so at the end of the season 
last year we merely removed the camo 
cover and left the tower in place.  Caleb 
and I went and checked the anchors, put 
the camo cover back on and added some 
brush to hide the legs of the frame in 
September.  This is a great tower blind 
and I highly recommend you check out 
this device online at travelingtower.com 
or on You Tube. Better yet call them at 
612-865-5584.
 We left the tower in place based 
mainly on the request of Bob Cowman.  
He hunted the spot so much last year that 
we all just automatically started calling 
it, “Bob’s stand”.  It was one of the first 

DEER PROCESSING
217.522.3345

Located on the Northside of the IL State Fairgrounds 
across from gate 5.  • Off Veterans, take 8th Street Rd

24 HOUR DEER DROP OPEN DURING 
ARCHERY SEASON. CALL FOR DETAILS.
The Turasky family has been creating National Award winning 
sausage products for decades. Recently, 3rd generation owner 
Brad Turasky won a Grand Champion award for his signature Snack 
Sticks. He has also recently visited Germany, in order to learn from 
Master German Meat Producers and bring those award winning 
ideas home to Central Illinois! Brad has created a superior line of 
products for deer hunters, using premium quality port trimmings to 
mix with deer.

NEW-OFFSITE BONELESS 
TRIM DROP OFF

We will accept frozen boneless 
deer trim at Farm & Home Supply in 

Havana, IL on specific dates only. 
Visit our website or call for more info.

Italian Sausage Rope Style
Bratwurst Links
Deer Chili (fully cooked, add beans heat & serve) NEW!
Bacon (Ground & Formed) - Award Winning!!
Summer Sausage
Summer Sausage w/Cheddar Cheese
Summer Sausage w/ Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese
Summer Sausage w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese
Snack Sticks - Award Winning!!
Snack Sticks w/ Cheddar Cheese
Snack Sticks Bar-B-Que - NATIONAL GRAND CHAMP 2016!!
Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese
Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese
Smoked Polish LINKS 5 per pack w/Jalapeno’s & Cheese
Hot Dogs 6 per pack - Award Winning!
Jerky Mild Whole Muscle (can only do increments in even numbers)

Jerky Spicy Whole Muscle (jerkys will add a couple weeks to your order) only 20 lb per deer

Caleb Roux (trust me, it’s him) 
prepared the TRAVELING TOWER 

blind for the 2016 season.  
(Photo by Mike Roux)
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Charlie Hogg • Owner
130 South Division

Carterville, IL

618-985-8277
CrappieProShop.net

Come See Us…Find a Great Selection 
of Bait, Tackle & Fishing Supplies!

Like Us On
FACEBOOK!

CRAPPIE PRO SHOP

places he went when we started bow 
hunting late in October.  As usual, he was 
seeing a ton of deer there on every trip 
and was just waiting for that right deer to 
come into bow range. 
 As the opening day of the first Illinois 
firearm deer season approached our 
team spent an hour after every archery 
hunt to formulate our plan for that first 
morning.  Unfortunately when the first 
day came Caleb could not answer the bell 
due to illness.  John went to his blind, 
Parker picked the same stand where he 
had taken a deer with his bow a week 
earlier, I picked a spot at the south end of 
the farm and, as usual, Bob went to the 
tower blind.
 We decided that everyone would 
sit as long as they were seeing deer 
movement.  At 7:30 the Good Lord put 
a deer in the field in front of me and I 
wasted no time thanking Him for that with 
a perfect shot from my muzzleloader.  I 
sat a couple more hours without seeing 
another deer.  It was time for me to come 
down and go to work on field dressing my 
deer.  I finished the job and was pulling 

2 Great Locations . . . on the North & 
South end of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

3 DAY, 3 NIGHT, GROUPS OF 3 FISHING 
PACKAGE FEBRUARY ONLY 

$99.00 (plus tax) per person
3 DAY FISHING SPECIAL MAR 23-MAY 25 

$269.00 per person
INCLUDES:

3 DAYS FISHING • 3 NIGHTS LODGING
BOAT • MOTOR • GAS • BAIT • ICE

(Plus tax, per person. Minimum 2 people. A $100.00
non-refundable deposit per person is required)

WE WILL MATCH ANY FISHING PACKAGES AT REELFOOT 
LAKE FOR THE TIME OF MONTH THEY ARE OFFERED! 

CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon & Pontoon Boat Rental

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com

it out with my four-wheeler when I heard 
Bob shoot.
 It is a part of our program that when 
you hear a shot you do not begin texting 
the guy you thought shot in case he is still 
engaged in his hunt.  You simply wait for 
news from the shooter.  I got to the road at 
about the same time John did.  It was then 
that I heard from Bob.  “Big buck down!” 
was his message. 
 I told him to stay put that I was on 
my way with transportation.  As I arrived 
Bob was standing under the TRAVELING 
TOWER.  “Come with me Mike,” he 
started.  “He’s really big,” he continued.  
“It’s my biggest one ever!” My excited 
buddy was trembling with excitement.
 Bob lead me around the south end of 
the slough and 10-yards into the willows 
lay a huge buck.  Bob told me how he had 
been watching deer come and go around 
Crappie Hole all morning.  The longer 
he sat there the more deer he saw.  He 
decided not to come out all day until he 
got a shot. That decision paid off.
 At about 10:30 a doe busted out of 
Crappie Hole running right at him like she 

2540 ST., RT 213 • TIPTONVILLE, TN 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair

was being chased.  Sure enough, 30-yards 
behind her was a big buck.  It appeared 
as though they would run right by him but 
at the last minute the doe changed her 
course.  The buck stopped at 40-yards and 
Bob made the shot.
 With a great buck in hand Bob 
Cowman told me that the tower blind was 
now officially, “His stand.”

Bob Cowman sits proudly by his 
biggest buck…so far.  
(Photo by Mike Roux)

Book your Fishing Trip with 
Char-Tom Lake Erie 
Sportfishing Charter.

Dates fill quickly call today 
(614) 419-8265.
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BOWLING • BAR
RESTAURANT & VIDEO 
GAMBLING COMING! 

Archery Pro Shop
Indoor Shooting Range

Archery Tag Game
 Bow Tuning & Repairs

Bait & Tackle

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL

Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)
WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

RAWLINGS
INTERSTATE 155
TRAILER SALES

NEW • USED • BUY •  SELL • TRADE

Serving you since 1972
All Types for Pickups

Horse • Livestock • Utility • Cargo • Flatbeds

309-449-3309
South of Hopedale on I-155 at Exit 15

www.ralingstrailersales.com

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

309-694-4867 • 1-800-962-9934
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

 Years have passed since I wrote 
the piece below.  At the time I was 
frustrated by the particular subject I 
address in the article.  It never was 
submitted for publication because I felt 
at the time it was more of an editorial 
piece and that it did not belong in the 
Meandering Murray’s.
 Today I don’t care if it belongs or 
not and I am voicing a neutral political 
position. Or, maybe I should say I am 
taking a universal position. I don’t 
believe that, regardless of your political 
bent that anyone disagrees with what I 
am putting to paper.  I was faced with 
continued brick walls and developed a 
concern as to how our aging troops as 
well as how current troops are being 
cared for when they suffer long term 
injuries while in harms way.

 To set this up for you; in 2002 
there was a movement to create a 
WWII monument that featured a TV 
commercial with Tom Hank’s, the star 
of Saving Private Ryan promoting the 
project.
 Tom Hanks’ face fills the screen.  
His voice reminds us that we owe so 
much to a generation that “saved the 
world”.  The World War II Memorial is 
long overdo he suggests.  Who of us can 
argue?
 How we ended up with a Viet Nam 
Wall before a WWII monument I don’t 
understand.  I was a part of that sixties 
debacle and agree with Tom we are 
seriously remiss toward our Dads and 
Grandfathers that defeated the first 
great threat to our civilized societies.
 Will we celebrate the 
accomplishments of “generation next” or 
the twenty something crowd for what they 
do today?  Only the historians of the future 

will cast that die.  If we do, or I should say 
our successors do, I hope we care for them 
better than we have in the past.
 I hope that our government doesn’t 
hide its collective head in the sand if the 
years to come hold a yet unidentified 
ogre such as Agent Orange or a Gulf War 
Syndrome or the travesties of a war that 
knows no borders against an enemy that 
has no moral compass what so ever.  
 A fitting monument to all of our 
warriors would not be made of marble 
or bronze.  A true memorial would be a 
Veterans Administration that provides 
quality services to those who served 
their country.
 I had a constant reminder that then 
as today such an organization does not 
exist.  My reminder was a 78-year-old 
vet that I will call Clint.  
 Clint served in Tarawa and Tenien 

in the Pacific Theater during the closing 
couple of years of the conflict.  During 
that time he suffered an injury that 
plagues him to this day, and it has become 
progressively worse as he has aged.
 I tried to assist him in his battle 
to obtain benefits from the VA and 
was quick to realize that the system 
is defined by red tape and managed 
by unmotivated and incompetent 
bureaucrats.  
 I have wrote to his congressman.  
That was a revelation in its self.  It 
gained us a more formal response 
consisting of the same old BS that we 
had been getting all along.  I think you 
call it lip service.
 In the mean time Clint continued 
to live below the poverty level by about 
two thirds less than what the poverty 
level was pegged at.  The fact that he 
had a whopping three thousand dollars 
in the bank disqualifies him for food 
stamps.  Social Security was his only 
source of income.
 He still managed to fish and hunt 
because it had always been his way of 

AC Beer and Bait

 The Meandering Murray’s
FRIED…BUT! BATTERED OR BREADED
By Bob Murray
bigmur2@aol.com



 The year of firsts. Austin Cashdollar 
had a year to remember. This was the 
year he caught his first northern pike 
on the Canadian border. He killed his 
first dove at the Mackinaw youth dove 
hunt. He attended his first duck blind 
draw at rice lake, and watched as we 
pulled two blinds. On November 6th 
he arrowed his first deer, a really nice 
buck we call “half rack”. Half rack was 
harvested with a crossbow on private 
ground in Tazewell county, and field 
dressed 195lbs. On November 19th he 
harvested his first shotgun deer, a 140lb doe on the Mackinaw River FWA. This 
little guy is so fired up about hunting right now, he eats, sleeps, breathes it, and 
daddy (Andy Cashdollar) is definitely his hero! He is on cloud 9! Thanks to 
Andy Cashdollar for the photos and congrats to Austin for a great season.
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202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder

Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment
www.letzhuntandsport.com

life.  He had been in the woods since he was nine.  In many instances, it was the 
only way his family would eat.  For him it was survival, not sport. With his failing 
eyes he could still identify the age and origin of about any kind of track he may 
come across.  He truly had forgotten more about the woods than I will ever know.
 Despite his handicaps born of age and serving his country Clint had a unique 
and spirited backwoods approach to life.  His “By golly” was a phrase that could 
express almost any feeling or emotion that he had.  It started a sentence, ended a 
sentence or could be anywhere in the middle.
 The fact that his hearing had gotten so bad made him a great storyteller, 
because he’d rather talk than listen.  Oh, I heard some of the stories more than 
once, but I knew they were true because they’d always be the same.  He didn’t 
embellish them from one telling to the next.  
 I am sure that many of us know a Clint, and I suppose that until we are face 
to face with their trials, we tend to suffer from the “out of sight out of mind” 
syndrome.  I did.
 So, as much as I admire the talents of Mr. Hanks and the well-intended 
and deserved memorial, it is this writer’s opinion that we need to do more than 
just a cold sterile structure.  We need to provide a caring and efficient system 
that provides for the men and women of our armed forces, who sacrifice in any 
conflicts past, present or future.  
 The spirit that unites us today should also inspire us not to mistreat those 
that we hold in such esteem as they fight for freedom for our country and the rest 
of the world. It is now incumbent upon us as patriots to support a presidential 
candidate that wants to treat our Vets better than we treat illegal immigrants.
 So why now do I pull this piece out of the MM’s archives?  Although Clint 
isn’t his real name we have put him in a geriatric psych facility in hopes that we 
could gain some sort of control over the symptoms cursed upon him by the evil 
of Alzheimer’s.  We didn’t even look to the VA for support any longer.  
 Hey!  Keep it clean out there and if you’re of a mind, tip your hat to what 
ever you believe in and put in a word for good ole Clint and the Vets that you 
may know. Support any candidate that will govern VA reform. Thanks, and God 
bless our troops!

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354

Your Lumber
Store ...
And So

Much More!

406 S. 5TH AVE. • CANTON, IL

(309) 647-0396 • FAX (309) 647-2724
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HAPPY REAL HONEST TO GOD NEW 
YEAR AMERICA

by:TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent

 Rejoice American sporters! A new day 
is at hand, and finally with Donald J. Trump 
voted in as President of the United States of 
America, we truly have a friend in the White 
House, an honest to God 2nd Amendment 
and hunting ally as Commander in Chief, a 
genuine US Constitutionalist as leader of 
the Free World.
 We did it!
 Rejoice like you mean it and by all 
means, keep the pressure on. We won, 
but know that the battles never end in this 
sacred and high maintenance experiment 
in self-government.
 Whew! That was a close one! 
America barely dodged the suicidal bullet 
of another four years of anti-freedom, 
anti-we the people, anti-American 
democratic liberalism.
 Look to the heavens and thank 
the good Lord almighty that there are 
still enough free thinking, intelligent, 
educated, caring, freedom-loving, 
participating experimenters in self-
government that we came to the fore 
and sent a powerful, America-saving 
message to Hillary Clinton, Barak Obama, 

all the democrats  and the whole world 
that good Americans have had more 
than enough of their fundamental 
transformation destructo-derby insanity, 
and we took our country back from the 
brink on November 8, 2016.
 And if anyone is still uncertain 
of what exactly it is that makes a 
liberal tick, watch closely as the losers 
trash neighborhoods, destroy small 
businesses, torch police cars, beat and 
shoot each other up, and maniacally 
expose their true anti-American gang 
colors by going berserk in the streets of 
America.
 Of course that should come as no 
surprise to anyone actually monitoring 
their ongoing insanity all these years. 
See all those pockets of blue where 
democrats won the election? Those little 
stains of soulless blue happen to be 
not only where democrats won the day, 
but also where democrats have ruled 
for decades and force fed their bizarre 
anti-social agendas upon the spineless 
willing, where the highest violent crime 
rates run rampant across the land, 
where the worse bloodsucking welfare 

brats reside, where the most babies are 
murdered on a daily basis, where the 
worse education disasters exist, where 
animal-rights is considered a legitimate 
agenda, where the bizarre concept of 
sanctuary cities exist and where the 
fewest licensed hunters per capita reside.
 Go figure.
 Meanwhile the glowing RED America 
in these proud, redneck, working hard, 
playing hard, hunting, fishing, trapping, 
freedom loving, US Constitution loving 
fly over states is where real Americans 
dedicate ourselves to the sacrifices and 
risks necessary to remain solidly in the 
asset column of life, earning our own 
way, living within our means, saving 
for a rainy day, generously helping our 
neighbors and fellow man around the 
world, building, creating, repairing, 
growing, manufacturing and producing 
and providing the foundation for the 

FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
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618-763-4217

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am

PEORIA FLAG 
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! 

Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators

920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com

greatest quality of life in the history of 
humankind.
 We proudly continue to cling to our 
bibles and our guns.
 And make no mistake that all this 
positive spirit and forward energy for 
America can be traced straight back to 
the incredible numbers of the tens of 
millions of hunting and fishing families 
of our great country when we finally 
united and stepped forward to perform 
our most important responsibility to vote 
and save America and save our sacred 
US Constitution.
 I was in the middle of it, hands-on, 
boots on the ground, in the media, robo-
calling, raising all the we the people self-
evident truth, logic and commonsense 
hell I could possibly muster. We 
celebrated when the embarrassingly 
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Life Like Quality Deer Mounts: $395 ($100 deposit)
Conventional Fish Mounts: $149 ($50 deposit)

111 S. MAIN STREET • CREVE COEUR, IL 61610

www.grovetaxidermy.com

historical reliably blue states of 
Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania 
finally galvanized the millions of sporting 
families of those states and cold-cocked 
the status-quo establishment with a right 
hook to the solar-plexus, sending Clinton 
and her gang packing and voted Donald 
Trump for POTUS.
 With more licensed hunters per 
state than any others, we knew that the 
election could be absolutely swayed if 
just this gun-toting, self-reliant block of 
society answered the call.
 And answer the call we did, pushing 
Trump over the top and obliterating the 
scamming media’s trail of lies and deceit 
in our wake.
 This “we the people” stuff turns me on.
 So let us remain diligent my Spirit 
of the Wild BloodBrothers across the 
hinterland. I swear to God the licensed 
hunters of America can steer politics any 
way we so desire of we remain united, 
engaged and active.
 I have always lamented how the 
mighty National Rifle Association has 
only five million members when we all 
know damn well there are more than 100 
million gun owners in America.

 As we celebrate the glorious, revived 
New Year of 2017, let us all work tirelessly 
to at least double those NRA numbers, and 
more than double our we the people pressure 
on our elected employees to demand 
constitutional accountability and follow the 
upgrade agenda of our new president.
 As the powerful outdoor community 
voting block, we can and we should make 
certain our voice is heard, loud and clear 
and constantly.
 Just think of the wonderful America 
we can help make.
 Happy 2017 real America!

ICE Jigs, HAND-Tied Jigs, 
Lead Heads, 

Plastics and more!

Prefer a catalog?

Call 217-224-6794

FREE Christmas Bonus 
with each order

CRAPPIELURES.COM

Left, Truman Reed with his first buck 
taken during the first shotgun season. 
Thanks to dad Steve Reed for sending 

the photo. Congrats Truman.

Left, Late Season Mallards. 
Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with 
REMAX Traders Unlimited for the 
Photo. Call him at 309-687-5069 
for all your commercial needs.

Above, Lydon Mayberry 11 years old 
from Pekin with a nice doe from the 
youth shot gun season. Thanks Matt 

Mamer for the photo.
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Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers

OPEN: 
Mon. – Sat.

5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

 309-329-2929  Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 

PREDATOR 
CALLS AND 

TECHNIQUES
by Dave Shadow

davidsha@consolidated.net

 Several inquiries related to “what is 
needed” to be a predator caller provoked 
this article. For better or worse, here are my 
opinions and experienced based on many 
years of mistakes and learning processes. 
 My first response to this question 
is; you must have a lot of time and 
patience and a very, very high threshold of 
frustration. This is much more important 
than thousands of dollars of equipment, 
calls, lights, camo gear and such. Someone 
did a survey and found that if you see one 
coyote for every twelve “set-ups”, that’s 
about average. I hope my average is 
better than that, but sometimes it’s not. It 
depends a lot on the area you’re hunting, 
the population density of the species and 
area hunted, and the amount of other 
hunters you’re sharing it with. These 

critters all get “call shy”. 
 Predator hunting is a whole different 
process from hunting most of the other 
game species. That is because most 
of these others are not predators. For 
the most part the “non-predators” are 
vegetarians with some exceptions. They 
tend to be browsers or grazers, feeding on 
vegetables, roots, plants and berries. If I 
could invent a call that sounds like an ear 
of corn or a ripe apple, I’d probably get a lot 
more deer shooting opportunities. (Kidding)
 Some critters that are actually 
predators in the strictest sense are not 
thought to be so simply because they are so 
small or non-aggressive to larger animals. 
They may prey on insects, worms etc, but 
that doesn’t mean that they are not actually 
predators. This is especially true of the 

hawks, owls, and other winged critters. 
 For the sake of this article lets stick 
with the ones that we accept as predators 
in our worlds. These include coyotes, 
hogs, coons, possums, bobcats and a 
few other assorted critters. For the most 
part, sounds (or calls) that they relate 
to daily serve as attractors for most of 
those species. These sounds are those of 
other animals in distress or in some cases 
sounds imitating other members of their 
own species. 
 There are some folks that can imitate 
other animal sounds with their own voice 
and are quite effective in imitating both 
distress sounds and peaceful sounds of 
the actual predators or the animals they 
prey upon. For instance; wild hogs will 
usually migrate slowly to the grunting-
feeding sounds of other hogs but they will 
rush to join in on a hog fight. The sounds 
are totally different as are the results. 
 Coons and possums seem to respond 
to sounds of distressed mice, voles, 

and birds as well as sounds of other 
siblings etc. An imitation coon fight will 
sometimes bring in all the neighbors as 
well as attracting whitetail deer. (Don’t 
know why the deer come)
 Coyotes are usually best attracted 
with the milder sounds of distressed 
rabbits, mice, voles and birds. It’s always 
good to start out calling rather low since a 
coyote may be a lot closer than you think. 
If nothing happens in ten minutes or so, 
then step up the volume and/or change 
the sounds. Don’t play or call the same 
sequence over and over forever, change 
sequences and sounds. They tend to “tune 
it out” after a while. My wife does the 
same thing! Or maybe, she says I do that? 
 Many of us “old guys” started out 
without all the modern calls of today. I had 
some open-reed calls and a diaphragm call 
or two at first and then migrated to some 
electronic stuff. Those first electronic 
calls were home-made or contrived from 
multiple sources. I had sounds recorded 

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER

AND IN THE WOODS

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS  

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose 
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock! 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583
www.HicksforGuns.com
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2014 Ford Escape, 4x4, 4cyl, SE, 72,000 Miles ...............................................................$14,999
(Cocoa not included)

2012 Chevy Colorado, 4x4, Ext. Cab, All Power, 76,000 Miles .......................................$17,999
2011 Ford F150 XLT, 4x4, Supercrew, 5.0 V8, 118,000 Miles ........................................$17,999
2011 Dodge Ram, 4x4, V8, Quad Cab, 69,000 Miles ........................................................$18,999
2011 Ford Ranger, 4x4, Supercab, 4.0 V6, 126,000 ........................................................$13,999
2008 Ford Escape, 4x4, XLT, V6, 126,000 Miles ................................................................$7,999
2002 GMC Sonoma, 2 Wheel Drive, 4cyl, Auto, Air, 84,000 Miles .....................................$6,500

S e e  w w w . M c C o r m i c k A u t o P l a c e . c o m
f o r  m o r e  p h o t o s  a n d  v e h i c l e  d e t a i l s !

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL
(309) 697-4723

Bud Light Cans 24 pack $16.99

but a dying rabbit only gets one try at it. He 
doesn’t get a lot of practice time and they 
don’t all sound the same. Stick with the 
sounds you can master and practice the 
others in your spare time. I once bought 
a turkey call in Springfield Missouri and 
almost got a divorce before I got home 
with it!  In the car with your wife proved 
not to be a good practice spot. 
 Even though coyotes are color blind, 
they still see some color (mostly blues). 
They also see other colors in the red/
green spectrums as shades of gray etc. 
These “gray” areas are blank areas and 
blank areas are not natural in the wild. 
This is why camo is important and very 
necessary. The “breakup” patterns allow 
us to blend into the other vegetation. 
 The wind direction is of utmost 

on cassette tapes that I would play with 
a battery operated cassette player into 
a remote amplifier with a speaker and 
about fifty feet of wire. I had to sneak into 
position and place the speaker out front 
with the wire running back to my hiding 
spot. I made decoys out of stuffed  rabbit 
toys or feathers tied on a piece of fishing 
line that would blow in the breeze. Don’t 
laugh, it worked (sometimes). 
 I graduated from cassettes to a cd 
with a walkman coupled to the amplifier 
and remote (wired) speaker. Still primitive 
but better. Thank heavens modern 
technology came along with wireless 
calls and handy remotes, They even turn 
on/off the motorized decoys remotely. I 
still prefer hand calls but if you’re calling 
alone, the remotes work better since they 
“distance” you from the source of the 
sound. Coyotes can pinpoint the sound 
source from great distances. 
 With hand calls, I think the open-
reed calls work best after you get some 
practice, but when first starting a closed-
reed call is probably better. Don’t get 
frustrated if you don’t think you sound just 
like a dying rabbit. Consider this; A coyote 
may get to practice his sounds every night, 

importance; Try to have the sun to your 
back and the wind in your face. This is 
not always possible and a crosswind is 
acceptable but never call down wind. 
Coyotes will almost always circle 
and come to the sound or decoy from 
downwind, so place the calls or decoys 
so that you still have a shot when he 
circles. You can sometimes fool a coyotes 
eyes and ears, but never his nose. And 
remember;

It’s Passion, Patience, and Perseverance

Bad Coyote Good Coyote

Ed Boley  of Germantown Hills 
with a nice Knox County buck 
shot during shotgun season.
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 OUT EARLY FOR MUSKIES
Southern Fisheries offer a Great Jumpstart

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com
 Opportunities for tremendous muskie 
fishing exist across the southern range of the 
muskie world. When many talk muskies, they 
automatically picture a Canadian vacation. 
Or maybe, they think of fishing in popular 
lakes and rivers across the upper Midwest 
or northeastern United States. But, despite 
the significant increase in information about 
southern muskies the last couple decades, 
it’s still amazing how many anglers we meet 
that are surprised to hear that muskies exist 
in places like Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky and 
Tennessee. Some of the very best muskie 
fishing in the entire world is available 
in places where many don’t even realize 
muskies swim.

*Extended Season
 One of the many great things about 
southern muskie fishing is that it continues 
long after waters freeze further north, and 
through closed muskie seasons, where natural 
populations are present. Since the majority 
of southern fisheries are mostly or entirely 
dependent on stocking, closed seasons are not 
required, and we’re able to chase these apex 
predators much longer than others.
 While we give muskies a break in the 
heat of summer, when water temperatures 
can present dangers to the species, we’re 
often able to fish muskies during most or even 
all of the winter period. During most years, 
we never see anything more than a skim of 
ice, if at all. We’ve targeted muskies with 
success on a number of bodies of water across 
various southern states for many years. We’ve 
also been fortunate to call Southern Illinois’ 
Kinkaid Lake our home water for most of our 
lives, where we’ve run the region’s largest 
guide service for over a decade, and seldom 
experience times when we can’t get out on 
Kinkaid for a wintertime muskie hunt, and 
the same is true of other waters in the lower 
Midwest and the south.  

*Factors For Success
 The more dedicated local anglers in the 
southern range often make numerous trips out 

in search of 
big skis from 
D e c e m b e r 
t h r o u g h 
February, and 
usually don’t 
have to break 
ice to do it. 
But, despite 
the small 
number of 
locals that fish in winter for other species like 
bass, crappies, and walleyes, there are even 
fewer anglers chasing the king of freshwater, 
so we often have the muskies, and sometimes 
even the whole lake, all to ourselves. Winter 
fishing is quiet and peaceful on many 
southern waters, and it can be productive as 
well. Even though activity levels of muskies 
usually fall as waters dip into the mid to low 
40s and the 30s, the significant decrease in 
fishing pressure helps to offset that. 
 Some muskies surely never see a lure 
for weeks or even months at a time. So, 
when you put yours in front of a pair of jaws, 
there’s an increased likelihood it will elicit 
a response in the form of a follow or strike. 
Still, southern winters are often mild, and 
we’ve spent many a day catching muskies 
in t-shirts. During mild winters, or anytime 
southern regions receive extended periods of 
warmer weather, especially including plenty 
of sunshine, water temperatures rise, often 
into the 50s, and muskies can put the feed 
bag on, producing hot wintertime angling. 
Big muskies are highly susceptible at this 
time, with warming waters and virtually no 
fishing pressure. Yes, even on beautiful warm 
southern winter days, you’re still unlikely to 
see many anglers, as most winterize and 
store their boats and gear during this season. 
That’s fine with us! We’ll take big fish and an 
empty lake anytime.

*Tactics & Techniques
 While warming periods can trigger 
aggressive behavior, it’s usually best to fish 
slowly. If waters climb into the 50s, sometimes 

Open water winter 
muskie fishing awaits 
anglers in the south
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moderate or even high speed presentations can 
produce, so it’s always good to experiment, but 
this is definitely the exception rather than the 
rule. Even well into the 50s, a slow approach 
can still be the best way to go, but when waters 
are cold, it’s absolutely required for success. 
In the 30s and 40s, a moderately slow speed 
is often the ticket, but some days it’s more 
like a crawl, and you almost can’t fish slowly 
enough. Even when we stress the importance 
slowing down, our clients often fish much too 
fast and need a little extra reminding to crank 
at a snail’s pace. 
 Casting, trolling, and jigging all work. It’s 
easier to cast and retrieve at an ultra slow 
speed than it is to troll, and we’ve even had 
occasions when we needed to troll with the 
electric motor because the lowest speed of 
the outboard was still pushing the boat too 
quickly. But, even slow trolling covers open 
water well, with tight wiggling crankbaits such 
as the Super Ciscoe and Mag Shad, schooling 
baitfish style spinnerbaits like the Hatchet 
Shad and School N Shad, and flat sided 
minnowbaits like Czars. Winter trolling often 
mimics methods for walleyes more than those 
for muskies and pike. When you spot clouds of 
baitfish with large arcs around them on sonar, 
it’s always worth stopping to drop a spoon like 
a Rattlin’ Scale, a single blade spinnerbait 
such as a Hatchet Spin or Thump N Spin, or jig 
& plastic combo like an Esox Cobra Magnum 
and swimbait, to work up and down. 
 Casting is effective, especially when 

COLBY SIMMS is a multiple bass & muskie tournament champ and multiple circuit 
championship title holder, record holding guide, public speaker, award winning 

international writer and network TV & radio personality, and Owner of Colby Simms 
Outdoors LLC, offering tackle, professional promotions, media services, seminars 

& public appearances, and guided trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, 
Mexico & Costa Rica at: www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-

5948 or colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors .

muskies are holding in and around cover. 
Southern muskies are more likely to utilize rock 
and wood cover than weeds in winter. Large 
beds of dead and decaying vegetation pull 
oxygen out of the water, making areas with 
little grass more attractive. Boulders, ledges, 
riprap, timber, stumps, and brush hold fish. 
Slow rolling skirted spinnerbaits that mimic 
schools of baitfish, with three to five blades 
and swimbaits, like the School N Shads and 
Hatchet Shads, is our deadliest tactic in winter. 
Wide swinging glider jerkbaits with action tails, 
like the Soft Tail Phantom, can also be effective 
with a casting presentation. It never hurts to 
bump the cover either. Banging the nose of a 
lure into a rock or tree can trigger awe inspiring 
violent strikes!

*Boating & Safety
 Remember in winter, you’re likely to 
never see another soul and this can be 
a dangerous time. Make sure your boat, 
trolling motor, and outboard are all serviced 
and working well. We have the mechanics 
at Harrisons Sport Shop check our boats and 
motors each season, to keep them in peak 
running condition, something even more 
critical in the cold. As a former wilderness 
survival class instructor, I can’t emphasize 
enough that you cannot count on technology. 
 Cell phones are great and should be carried 
on every trip, but they break, the batteries die, 
especially in cold weather, they get accidentally 
stepped on, or dropped in the water, and on 

remote sections of many waters they don’t get a signal at all. Even on 
some of the less remote waters with homes and marinas, many still 
have wilderness areas. Always wear a life vest when fishing alone. 
In addition to a first aid kit and other required safety equipment, keep 
plenty of extra warm clothes, insulated boots, and a rain suit on 
board, despite the forecast, along with food, water, and a flashlight. 
We never launch a boat in winter without a good survival kit. It’s 
probably the most important thing to pack.

*Get Out There 
 The only real mistake, is not taking time to get out into God’s 
great outdoors and experience the wonder and magnificence of 
the natural world, and the amazing creatures that call it home, 
like the mighty muskie. In this fast paced and often hectic world 
of today, we can draw on these experiences in the wild, these 
experiences with wild creatures, to find the power that we need 
for living, until we can, once again, get back to the real world that 
we long for, the natural world that our souls cry out for every day 
that we’re away from it. It can be like the air in our lungs or the 
fuel in our tanks, restoration for the human heart. Don’t let life 
pass you by. You can kick that case of cabin fever, by chasing your 
favorite fish on southern waters this winter. Get out there…

Internationally 
renowned fishing 

pro & media 
personality Colby 
Simms caught this 
giant cold weather 
muskie on a CSO 
School N Shad at 

Kinkaid Lake.
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  Last month we talked about how not 
to ruin your baitcasting reel. I hope that 
information was helpful to those of you 
having “issues” with your baitcasting 
gear. Suppose your reel is beyond help 
and repairing it is not feasible? Ok, no 
problem… we’ll just go out and buy a 
new one, right? Well, that may not be as 
easy a decision as you might think. This 
month we’ll touch on the differences in 
the modern baitcasting reels available 
to the fisherman. Buying a new reel can 
be a very overwhelming experience… 
just go into any business that sells reels, 
and you’ll find dozens to even hundreds of 
different reels on display or in packages 
for you to choose from! So this month 
we’re going to try and help you with that 
monumental decision.  Let’s narrow it 
down some first… as far as brands go, if 
you’re like me, you have just one particular 
brand of reel in mind, be it Abu Garcia, 
Shimano, Quantum, Diawa or any of the 
other multitude of reel manufacturers. 
Brand is a personal choice so we won’t 
focus on any particular brand in this 
article… that choice is all up to you. Reel 
types… today’s baitcasting reels come 
in a couple different types, traditional 
round reels, and low profile reels. The 
traditional style reel is like those that 
our Dads and Grandfathers used… big, 
heavy and held a ton of line! These reels 
are virtually indestructible and are used 
primarily for large species of fish like 
Pike, Muskie and Catfish. Although, I used 
these same types of reels for years fishing 
Bass Tournaments.  A lot of fishermen still 
swear by these types of reels and would 
think of nothing else for a reel choice. 
The other type is the Low Profile style 
reel. These reels are much lighter, being 
constructed of graphite rather than steel, 
and they hold a bit less line, but are much 

Vehicles shown with upgraded accessories. 
Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older.  For your safety, always wear a 
helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in 
the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887. You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764.  ©2016 Polaris 
Industries Inc.
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NEW! GRAPHICS & COLOR SCHEMES
PRO-FIT CAB INTEGRATION ADVANTAGE

SPORTSMAN® & 
SPORTSMAN ACE® LINEUP: 

NEW! PROSTAR® 
PERFORMANCE 

UPGRADES

SUPERIOR RIDE & 
HANDLING

LOCK & RIDE ACCESSORY 
ADVANTAGE

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

less taxing to fish with due to the greatly 
reduced weight of the reel. Whichever 
type you choose, again is a personal 
preference and entirely up to you.

  In this article we are going to focus 
on the Gear Ratio, or “Speed” of the reel 
you are going to buy for your specific type 
of fishing. Now we all know I love to fish 
for Bass as do many of you, so we’ll focus 
our attention on Bass fishing gear. Gear 
Ratio is measured by how many times the 
spool of the reel turns for a single turn of 
the handle. For example, if a reel has a 
gear ration of 6.4:1, every time you turn 
the handle, the spool turns 6.4 times. 
Simple, huh? Not exactly… reels come 
in 3.8:1, 4.7:1, 5.1:1, 5.3:1, 6.1:1, 6.4:1, 
7.1:1, 8.1:1 and now even 9.0:1! Confused 
yet? I’d be surprised if you weren’t… this 
is where we sort it all out. Basically the 
lower the gear ratio, the slower the reel, 
or rather  the less line taken in with each 
turn of the handle. These different gear 

Buying The Right Baitcasting Reel

By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits

(309) 694-1774

ratios/speeds of reels directly impact you 
the fisherman and the type of lures or 
fishing you are doing. Understanding the 
uses and benefits of specific gear ratios 
is a really important part of being a good 
fisherman. Using the correct gear ratio 
reel can help you be much more efficient 
while on the water by presenting your 
lure at the right speed and water depth. 
The big question remaining is … “Which 
gear ratio baitcaster should I buy?” In 
answering this question, you need to 
decide what you are fishing for and what 
lures will you be using?
  Some of the older Abu Garcia and 
Quantum round reels were available in 
gear ratios of 3.8:1 and 4.7:1 and those 
were considered fast until Abu Garcia 
came out with what was considered 
the first “High Speed” reel with a gear 
ratio of 5.3:1! These reels are still being 
used today by many of the “Old School” 

fishermen out there, and they do serve a 
purpose. Mostly used when a very slow or 
very deep lure presentation is needed. But 
for this article we’ll focus on the basics 
so as not to confuse you more than you 
already are. 

Gear Ratios in the “6” range
  Using a baitcasting reel with a 
medium  gear ratio in the low to mid 6’s 
is what most fishermen start out with and 
would be considered a good all around 
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Call Southernmost Illinois 
Tourism Bureau for a guide to 

outdoor adventures: 800-248-4373
www.southernmostillinois.com

gear ratio to use different kinds of lure 
types. This speed of reel works well for…
• Shallow Running  Spinnerbaits
• Squarebill Crankbaits
• Medium Depth Crankbaits

  If you are having a hard time choosing 
a reel to start with, a Mid-6 gear reel is 
a good choice and gives you the most 
flexibility to manually slow or speed up 
your lure presentation as needed just by 
speeding up or slowing down your turns 
on the handle!

Gear Ratios in the “5” range
  A baitcasting reel with a gear ratio in 
the low to mid 5’s is ideal for lure choices 
that need to be worked very slow or that 
are physically harder to retrieve than 
other lures, like Big Lipped deep diving 
crankbaits. This speed of reel works best 
for…
• Deep Diving Crankbaits
• Deep Water Spinnerbaits
• Large Bodied Swimbaits

  These types of lures are best suited 
to a reel with a lower gear ratio. By using 
a lower gear ratio, especially for deep 
water presentations, you will keep your 
lure in the strike zone longer and at a 
slower speed which will spook less fish 
and induce more strikes!

Gear Ratios in the “7-9” range
  I like to think of these reels as being for 
the “Tournament” fishermen out there… 
you know, the guys who are running and 
gunning, trying to cover as much water 
and as many spots as possible during the 
limited amount of time allowed to them 
during the tournament hours. But… there 
is also a time and place in the average 
fisherman’s arsenal for these ultra-fast 
reels. For the same reasons Tournament 
fishermen use these reels, they will work 
well for you, for example, Keeping big 
fish out of cover after a hook set, quickly 
taking up slack line prior to a hook set, 
quickly reeling in your lure after a missed 
strike so as to re-cast to the same spot. 
This speed of reel is best suited for…
• Large Plastic Worms and Texas Rigs
• Most any type Jig
• Shakey Heads
• Jerkbaits
• Topwater Baits
• Lipless Crankbaits 
  As I said earlier, choosing the right 
gear ratio for your new baitcasting reel 

can and will be a bit confusing. But if you 
apply some of these “basics” combined 
with an understanding of what those 
funny sounding numbers really mean, it 
gets much easier to understand. When 
you purchase your next reel, try to keep  
these tips and numbers in mind and your 
choices will be better suited for the kind 
of fishing you’ll be doing and types of 
lures you use. Until next month, good luck 
and good fishing. And if you have need of 
some new custom Spinnerbaits, you can 
reach us at Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits 
on our Facebook  page or stop by Route 24 
Gun and Pawn and check out the selection 
of lures in stock. Mike Moon and Scott Bialobreski with some late season Mallards. 

Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with REMAX Traders Unlimited for the Photo. 
Call him at 309-687-5069 for all your commercial needs.

Bill Langan with a nice 9 point 
buck shot on opening day of 

shotgun season
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CATCHING HOLED UP COONS

Thank You & Semper Fi! Brandan Mathus

By Brandan Mathus,
Route 24 Gun & Pawn your Outdoorsman Pawn Broker

Route 24 Gun & Pawn
A pawn shop & 
whole lot more! 

904 McKinley Ave. (Rt 24) 
Bartonville, IL 

Mon. - Fri.: 10am - 6pm
Sat. 10am-3pm
309-633-1050

brandanmathus@yahoo.com
www.24GunandPawn.com

 A lot of times I’ll hear someone say 
‘ it’s too cold the coons aren’t moving’, 
or the coons are holed up. The same 
guys that say this will pull traps or not 
put any more out.  And I’ll agree with 
some of this. But I thank a lot of big 
coons are missed because of traps 
pulled to early. With just a couple easy 
methods you can catch those big holed 
up coons.
 I like to have a system when I’m 
setting my traps. When I first started 
trapping I didn’t have a system. I 
would have a couple dozen traps out 
and the type of sets would vary.  It 
wasn’t until I got with a couple 
seasoned commercial trappers that 
I realized how having a just having a 
system could take a lot of the work 
out of trapping. And these trappers 
were managing the property right and 
putting up a lot fur doing it. And the 
cold weather never stopped them.
 After the temp has been below 

freezing, in single digits or we have 
had a lot of snow watch the weather 
for some thaw. A couple days before 
that rise in temperature is good time 
to put out some traps. Those coons 
that have been holed up will more 
than likely want to get out and move 
from one den to another.  
 What I like to do on one particular 
farm that I trap is put some coon sets 
out while I’m running my k9 sets, it’s 
a really easy system. I have to drive 
my four-wheeler down a field lane 
that also runs along a timber line. The 
timber line has plenty of mature timber 
with den trees. Making sets next to 
those den trees has turned out to be 
a big success and it always seems to 
produce the big bore coons. Whenever 
I see a big den tree with runs going 
to it or other sign I’ll put in a couple 
of dog proof traps. I can usually drive 
within five yards of the tree grab a 
couple sets and in less than a couple 

of minutes be on my way down the 
lane to the next big den tree.
 The set is simple. I use a cable 
steak with a big slip loop on one end. I 
wrap the steak around a good size root 
or tree take the trap through the loop 
and cinch it up tight and bait it. A real 
strong fish oil always seems to work 
well for me. If the ground is frozen 
and you are not able to push the dog 
proof stake into the ground, I’ll wedge 
between a couple old logs or between 
two rocks. 
 There is still close to three weeks 
left of season so don’t let the cold hold 
you back. I thank you’ll find that you 
can get a few of those big ole bores 
even after you thought it was over. And 
also, the coons will be going into rut. 

So you may want to even try a little 
glad lure. I bet you will be surprised 
how many coons you can get when 
there holed up. 
 Until next time I hope your traps 
are full and God Bless.
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 Teachers interested in becoming 
archery instructors at their schools will 
have an opportunity to receive free 
training from the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) this month in 
Springfield.
 On Dec. 19, MDC staff will hold 
a Missouri National Archery in the 
Schools Program (MoNASP) basic 
archery instructor training class at the 
O’Reilly-Tefft Gym in Springfield, 1408 
E. Pythian Ave. This one-day event will 
be 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
 This free training class is meant 
for teachers interested in incorporating 
MoNASP instruction into their school’s 
curriculum. Individuals can register for 
either class at www.naspbai.org
 Basic archery instructor training 
is required for schools to participate 
in MoNASP and to qualify for related 
grant money. MoNASP programs must 

MDC INVITES TEACHERS 
TO ARCHERY INSTRUCTOR 
TRAINING CLASS
By Francis Skalicky

be a part of a school’s curriculum for 
at least two weeks to qualify that 
school for regional, state, national and 
international NASP competitions.
 MoNASP is the Missouri branch 
of NASP, a national program that 
uses archery to boost students’ 
physical dexterity and self-confidence. 
Participants also learn an activity 
they can enjoy for the rest of their 
lives in the form of recreational target 
shooting or bow hunting. People can 
get more information about upcoming 
MoNASP events in southwest 
Missouri by e-mailing Greg.Collier@
mdc.mo.gov(link sends e-mail) at 
MDC’s Southwest Regional Office or 
by calling 417-895-6881, ext. 1644. 
MoNASP information can also be 
found at mdc.mo.gov.

MoNASP is a program that uses archery to boost students’ physical 
dexterity and self confidence. On Dec. 19, the Missouri Department 

of Conservation will hold a class in Springfield for teachers who want
 to become MoNASP instructors.
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MDC AND PARTNERS BRING EAGLE DAYS TO THE OLD CHAIN 
OF ROCKS BRIDGE JAN. 14-15
By Dan Zarlenga
 Few words can describe the thrill of seeing 
America’s national symbol soaring through the 
air in the wild, or close enough to touch.
 The Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) and its partners offer the chance to 
discover a close connection with the bald 
eagle.  Eagle Days at the Old Chain of Rocks 
Bridge Festival takes place from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 14 and 15.
 Visitors can view eagles through 
spotting scopes staffed by trained volunteers 
at any time from the vantage point of the 
historic Old Chain of Rocks Bridge.  The 
bridge is part of the Mississippi Greenway, 
also known as the Riverfront Trail. On both 
days, the World Bird Sanctuary will be 
presenting an educational program featuring 
a live bald eagle, repeated every 20 minutes 
from 10 a.m.-2:40 p.m. Programming 
includes a hands-on exhibit of local birds 
presented by St. Louis Audubon, a full-size 
replica of an eagle’s nest, and warming tent 
activities, including children’s art.
 Guests will also enjoy Lewis and Clark 
living history demonstrations at both sides 
of the bridge. The Missouri Bridge entrance 
will feature re-enactors from the Discovery 
Expedition of St. Charles both days. Visitors 
can see how Lewis and Clark and their crew 
lived, cooked, and traveled more than 200 
years ago. Demonstrations will also include 
a flag raising at 10 a.m. and lowering at 3 
p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday. The 
Illinois side will feature re-enactors from 
the Lewis and Clark State Historic Site in 
Hartford, Ill on Saturday.
 Visitors are encouraged to dress 
warmly, wear comfortable shoes (eagle 
viewing occurs at the center of the Bridge, 
a half-mile walk from each Bridge entrance), 
and leave their pets at home. Hot food and 
drink will be available onsite for purchase.
 Eagle Days at the Old Chain of Rocks 
Bridge is produced through a partnership 
between MDC, Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources and Great Rivers 
Greenway, and is sponsored by Cabela’s.
 During the winter, the Mississippi 
River hosts one of North America’s largest 
concentrations of bald eagles; they are 
drawn to areas of open water in search of 
fish, their preferred food. The Chain of Rocks 
rapids to the south of the Bridge create open 
waters which are ideal fishing waters for 
eagles. This is a unique opportunity to watch 
them fish, ride ice floes, soar overhead and 
roost in nearby trees while having access 
to an educational program featuring a live 
eagle and warming tent activities.
 Directions to the Old Chain of Rocks 
Bridge from St. Louis: Take I-270 east 

toward Illinois. Exit at Riverview Drive exit 
and turn right. Turn left into the entrance 
of the Confluence of the Mississippi and 
Missouri Park/Missouri Bridge. Parking at 
the Missouri Bridge entrance costs $5. (See 
below for free parking information.)
 From Illinois: Take I-270 west towards 
Missouri. Exit at IL Route 3, go south to Chain 
of Rocks Road and follow west to the bridge 
entrance parking area (free). OR to park on 
the Missouri side, continue on I-270 west, 
over the Mississippi River; exit at Riverview 
Drive and turn left. Turn left into the entrance 
of the Confluence of the Mississippi and 
Missouri Park/Missouri Bridge. Parking at 
the Missouri Bridge entrance costs $5.
 Free parking is available at two satellite 
lots in Missouri, the St. Louis Welcome 
Center at Riverview and I-270 and North 
Riverfront Park, off of Riverview south of the 
waterworks. A free shuttle will be available 
from both locations. Free parking is also 
available at the Illinois Bridge entrance.
 For eagle lovers eager to see more 
eagles, MDC also sponsors another free 
Eagle Days event the following weekend 
at Clarksville Lock and Dam Number 24.  It 
takes place Saturday, Jan. 28 from 9 a.m.-
4 p.m., and Sunday, Jan. 29 from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m.  Clarksville is an exceptional location 
for eagle viewing.  Visitors can see bald 
eagles through spotting scopes and at live 
eagle programs, along with many other 
educational activities.  For more information 
on the Clarksville Eagle Days event, call 
660-785-2420.

Old Chain of Rock Bridge Eagle Days 1: 
During both days of the Eagle Days Festi-

val, the World Bird Sanctuary will present a 
program featuring a live bald eagle, repeat-
ed every 20 minutes from 10 a.m.-2:40 p.m.

Old Chain of Rock Bridge Eagle Days 
2:A young visitor at the 2015 Eagle 

Days Festival learns how rope was made 
during the time of Lewis and Clark at the 

Corps of Discovery living history camp

 For more on Eagle Days at the Old Chain of Rocks Bridge, visit http://greatriversgreenway.
org/eagledays/.  To learn more about bald eagle viewing opportunities throughout Missouri, 
go to https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/events/eagle-days .
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LEARN HOW TO HELP WILDLIFE AS THEY DEN UP FOR THE WINTER
By Candice Davis
 As a cold front settles into the area, 
wildlife across Missouri are denning up, or 
beginning to hibernate, to avoid the cold. 
Winter is a challenge for wildlife and many 
species have various methods of surviving 
the cold. Bruce Henry, MDC natural history 
biologist, says not all wildlife hibernates 
and there are several ways people can help 
winter wildlife.
 “Though bears are widely thought of as 
hibernators, technically, they aren’t,” Henry 
said, adding that a bear’s sleep is not as deep 
as a true hibernator like a groundhog.
 Henry said bears fatten themselves 
before winter and their heart rate drops 
as they sleep, but their body temperature 
doesn’t go down much. This is probably 
because black bear females are usually 
pregnant when they sleep, and the babies 
growing inside them need warmth. Bears 
can even nurse in their winter dens.
 Frogs, snakes and turtles don’t 
hibernate, but they go into what’s called 
torpor, or a dormant state, that closely 
resembles death. Green frogs spend winter 
in the mud at the bottom of ponds and box 
turtles bury themselves in soft ground. 

Snakes find shelter in a den or crevice and 
may spend the winter in a tangle of other 
snakes–sometimes not all the same species.
 Chipmunks, skunks, raccoons and 
opossums don’t hibernate, but they stay 
under cover and nap during the coldest 
parts of winter. Their naps might last 
weeks, but when the weather turns balmy, 
they venture outdoors.  Watch for tracks, 
scat and chew marks as sign of their winter 
activity, Henry said.
 Some animals leave the state and 
don’t come back until spring, according to 
Henry. Others find sheltered dens and sleep 
until spring. Some remain in Missouri and 
stay active through the winter, but they 
still have special ways of handling the cold 
weather. Insects, such as spiders, bees, 
wasps, moths and butterflies adapt to 
winter weather as well.
 “Some insects refine sugars in their 
body into a form of antifreeze that helps 
them survive the extreme cold,” Henry said.
 True hibernators in Missouri include 
groundhogs, Franklin’s ground squirrels, 
meadow jumping mice and some bat species.
 “In late summer, groundhogs will fatten 
up to prepare for a deep sleep that usually 
lasts until winter is over,” he said. “They 

conserve energy reserves while sleeping by 
lowering their body temperature by about 
half and their heartbeat down to about four 
beats per minute from the normal 160 beats 
per minute.”
 For wildlife that don’t hibernate, Henry 
said people can recycle live Christmas 
trees by removing all decorations and 
placing the tree on its side in a backyard 
or in the woods where it could be used as 
shelter for rabbits, squirrels and birds. He 
also said bird baths and feeders can be a 
great help to winter birds during periods of 
freezing temperatures, ice and snow.
 Henry said keeping dormant plants 
on your property through the winter, 
as well as some leaf litter, will provide 
overwintering habitat for many species of 

insects and small wildlife. Skipping the 
last opportunity to mow the lawn can even 
make a difference by providing a little bit 
of needed habitat.
 For information on watching and 
helping wildlife through the winter season, 
go online to mdc.mo.gov.
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TAKING THE DEVIL’S 
OWN BUCK    
by Bill Cooper

 Tim Kjellesvik, better know as “The 
Thinking Woodsman, and I shinnied  up the 
same black oak tree to hunt and film big bucks 
for his podcast, www.thethinkingwoodsman.
com and my Web show, Outside Again 
Adventures TV - Online, www.aoutdoorstv.
com. The material would also update the web 
site of Devil’s Backbone Outfitters: www.
dbwo.net. 
 We commanded a grand view of the 
southern Ozark Mountains, with only foggy 
hilltops poking though the dim light of dawn. 
With rugged, rocky, steep terrain surrounding us, 
we sat at the doorstep of the Devil’s own country.
 Devil’s Backbone Outfitters, operates on 
1,700 acres near the famed North Fork of the 
White River in southwest Missouri. Nearby, 
the 6,600 acre Devil’s Backbone Wilderness 
Area takes its name from a long, spiny, north-
south ridge called Devil’s Backbone by the 
earliest settlers.
 Long time outdoor writer Charlie Farmer 
wrote, “Despite its hellish name, the hike on 
top of Devil’s Bacbone is heaven, and below 
the devilish ridge snakes a generous portion 
of rugged wilderness belly.”
 Farmer experienced a turkey hunt on the 
back of a mule with the then Devil’s Backbone 
Wilderness Outfitters. Joe Hollingshad 
started the guiding business in the early 
1980’s, packing hunters into the den of the 
devil via mule trains.
 Chance Hollingshad joined his father to 
form the current Devil’s Backbone Outfitters. 
“The wilderness area eventually became 
to crowded for us and we elected to find a 

property which we could manage for better 
deer,” he said.
 Rest assured the 1,700 acres which 
the Holllinghads now manage is every 
bit as rough and tough as the Backbone 
Wilderness. “It’s rough, rocky country,” 
Chance continued. “High ridges are covered 
with mast producing white oaks and black 
oaks. Cedar glades, scrubby blackjack and 
chinquapin oak flats blanket the flanks. 
Numerous bottom fields are now home to 
many of our food plots.”
 Outdoor Hall of Fame inductee and guru 
of turkey hunters, Ray Eye, held a fall media 
turkey hunt with Devil’s Backbone Outfitters 
in 2016. “This country is too rough for the 
devil,” Eye laughed. “However, I can see why 

early settlers would have believed that the 
devil himself resided here. I’m certain they 
often caught glimpses of the ghoulous red 
heads and black capes of the of the secretive 
wild turkey gobblers that suddenly appeared 
like ghosts and quickly vanished into this 
wild, remote country.” 
 Spooks, haints, the blue man and 

Matt Kapraun
Phone: 815-943-0300 • Cell: 815-245-6043
www.all-americantaxidermy.com

Studio Located at: 
1301 West Diggins St.

Harvard, IL 60033

Tim Kjellesvik, The Thinking Woods-
man, proudly poses with a 19-point buck 

he arrowed in thick cover at 12 yards.

Joe and Chance Hollingshad, of Devil’s 
Backbone Outfitters, work diligently 

to provide improved habitat to produce 
good Ozarks bucks

the devil my have held locals at bay for 
generations, but Kjellesvik and I readily took 
our chances with the spirits in order to have 
an opportunity to arrow one of the monster 
Ozarks bucks that run the ridges and hollows 
of the Devil’s Backbone Outfitters properties.
 A month later, in early November, 
Kjellesvik and I found ourselves shuffling 
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tree stands 30 feet up a black oak in the dark. 
The early morning temperature and humidity 
left sweat dripping in a trickle off my nose by 
the time I reached the nose bleed section of 
the oak tree. 
 We settled in for a long sit. A heavily 
used scrape line followed an old logging road  
a mere 15 yards from our stand site. A tending 
buck had enlarged a few of the scrapes to 
convincing proportions. Our confidence levels 
ran high.  
 Thirty minutes into the sit, Tim 
whispered for me to get ready. I could see 
legs in the underbrush. Tim readied his 
bow as a trio of legs moved closer. Antlers 
appeared. A fork horn stepped into the old 
road. Two does followed.
  The day rewarded us with sightings of 
numerous does and small bucks, wild turkeys 
and a host of small game. The continued 
unseasonably hot weather worked against 
us. Buck movement had slowed considerably, 
in spite of the fact that the rut was on. 
 We met with Joe and Chance to re-
evaluate the situation for the next day’s hunt. 
They knew every travel  corridor, trail, pocket 
and saddle on the place and understood where 
the deer normally traveled. However, we faced 
conditions that were far from normal.
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 Joe suggested 
we set up a high 
ridge, just off a large 
field. Huge oak trees 
draped an open slope. 
A cedar thicket lay 
over the top of the 
hill, which provided 
perfect bedding areas. 
Deer traveled the area 
on a regular basis.
 Kjellesvik, being 
the thinker he is, 
surmised that the oak 
covered slope offered poor shot opportunities 
for bow hunters, because the open slope was 
too vast to cover it all.
 Tim asked Hollingshad about the 
possibility of hunting on a trail in dense 
cover. He had the perfect place, less than 300 
yards away.
 Shortly, we found separate trees 
ten yards apart. From our lofty positions, 
we overlooked a small glade opening, 
surrounded by dense cedars and scrubby 
brush. Up hill the woods opened up slightly, 
but still provided few clear shooting lanes.
 We settled in an hour later than we 
would have liked. Tim soon began rattling 

and grunting sequences. Within an hour, 
he whispered a welcome phrase, “Bill, get 
ready.”
 We had one hour of daylight left. Tim 
repeated his calling and rattling sequence.
 “Deer uphill,” he whispered. I could see 
several deer at the edge of the field. A buck, 
with a wide, tall rack cleared a cedar tree. 
“Shooter,” I whispered back to Tim. 
 The next twenty minutes racked our 
nerves, as several does worked their way 
into our set up. We figured we would be 
busted in a matter of minutes.
 The magnificent buck slowly worked his 
way in our direction. As it cleared the twenty 
yard mark, Tim tensed and semi-readied his 

The Osborn Cabin, on Spring 
Creek, provides remote, 

comfortable accommodations 
for hunters

Author Bill Cooper and Tim Kjellesvik 
teamed up to capture on film the 
taking of a good buck on Devil’s 
Backbone Outfitters properties.

Tim Kjellesvik and Joe and Chance 
Hollingshad share the moment of 

recovering Tim’s Devil’s Backbone buck.

bow. The buck topped at 12 yards facing him.
 Such moments seem to take an eternity. 
A doe caught the buck’s attention and he 
side stepped, offering Tim a quartering to 
shot. The arrow struck perfectly. 
 Tim broke into a tree dance. We heard 
the buck crash 60 yards out.
 The buck made it to the tangled 
cedars amidst a rock strewn glade, steep 
and treacherous, the obvious backbone of 
the devil. But, Tim Kjellesvik, The Thinking 
Woodsman, had taken the Devil’s Own Buck.   
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 I doubt if there’s a predator hunter 
roaming the country that hasn’t dreamed of 
matching wits with the master predator of 
them all — a wolf.
 The whole wolf reintroduction program 
that started in 1995 has been a fiasco from 
the beginning.
 Finally, after years of ignoring facts 
and figures, the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) reluctantly delisted the wolves 
and let some states manage their own 
wolf populations albeit within stringent 
guidelines.
 The two major wolf recovery areas 
were the northern Rocky Mountain region 
of Montana, Idaho and Wyoming and the 
western Great Lakes region of Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Michigan. Idaho and Montana 
were first to open wolf hunting, followed by 
Wyoming.
 The best state today for wolf hunting is 
Idaho, with a limit of FIVE wolf tags allowed 
per hunter and reasonable non-resident 
license fees of $35.50 for a non-game license 
and $31.75 for each wolf tag.  The USFWS 
originally set the minimum number of wolves 
that had to be maintained statewide in Idaho 
at 150. Idaho’s wolf population estimate as 
of Jan. 2014 was more than 1,000 wolves. 
This past winter the Idaho Game and Fish 
Department (IGF), again, aerial gunned more 
than 20 wolves in the Lolo area because of 
their continuing detrimental impact on the 
big-game animals of the area — mainly 
elk due to the lack of feasible access for 
wolf-oriented hunters and trappers into the 
rugged wilderness area.
 The Idaho wolf number has declined a 
bit since the peak 2014 population estimate 
due to hunting and trapping, but Idaho still 
has a robust population of the big canine 
predators and definitely would be my first 

choice for a wolf hunt, either guided or a do-
it-yourself hunt.
 Montana’s first wolf hunting was in 
2009 and then a court challenge by the wolf 
lovers stopped the 2010 season. However, 
game management won in the end and the 
wolf hunt resumed in 2011. During the 2012 
and 2013 seasons there was a total of 225 
wolves taken by licensed hunters and a total 
of 210 harvested during the 2015 season.
 Montana’s wolf population is estimated 
to be around 600 wolves, again far exceeding 
the minimum. Most of the wolves were 
harvested by Montana residents while 
hunting other big-game critters.
 Wyoming wolf hunting has been on 
again, off again, as their management 
criteria, where wolves were considered 
trophy animals in limited areas of the 
northwestern part of the state and predators 
in the rest of the state with no limit and no 
license needed, didn’t fly with the judge. 
She ruled that Wyoming’s estimated 382 
wolves needed to be federally protected 
until the state created a management plan. 
This inane action came after 14 years when 
Wyoming’s wolf population far exceeded the 
minimum de-listing criteria of 100 wolves 
outside of the national parks. Duh! During 
Wyoming’s 2012  hunting season there were 
only 42 wolves taken by trophy hunters and 
25 in rest of state. 
In 2013, trophy 
hunters killed 
24 and predator 
hunters took 39, 
which wasn’t much 
impact on the 
total population 
when the number 
of wolves in the 
national parks is 

The Battle Over Wolves Continue
Wolves are becoming to finally be de-listed, but the
 battle continues over the right to hunt the predator
By Judd Cooney

not figured into the total population estimate.
 The western Great Lakes region states 
of Minnesota, and Wisconsin got to legally 
hunt wolves for three years before the anti’s 
got wolves in these states put back under 
federal protection.
 During Minnesota’s first wolf season in 
2012, licensed hunters and trappers killed a 
total of 413 wolves while depredation kills 
and other mortalities added 306 more for 
a total of 719. In 2013, the total statewide 
wolf harvest amounted to 401, and in 2014 
the total kill increased to 515. Then the 
animaniacs got their day in court and once 
again the wolves in these states were listed 
as endangered.
 The status of wolves in Michigan 
changed five times from 2008 through 2014 

with the only legal hunting season in 2012 
and 2013 due mostly to political ineptitude 
and procrastination. Michigan estimated its 
wolf population at 658 and set a quota of 43, 
with 22 wolves killed.
 Wisconsin held wolf hunts in 2013, 
2014 and 2015. Traps, snares, dogs, bait and 
electronic calls were legal. During the 2012-
13 seasons, 117 wolves were taken. Wolf 
hunter/trappers killed 257 wolves during the 
2013-14 seasons, and 154 wolves during the 
2014-15 season. Trappers harvested roughly 
80 percent of the wolves taken.
 Wolves are without doubt the most 
controversial critter roaming North America 
and the fight for fact-based, common-sense 
wolf management to include hunting is 
unfortunately far from over.
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SUSPENDING STICKBAITS 
FOR LAKE OF THE OZARKS 

HIBERNATING BASS
by John Neporadny Jr.
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 The older I get the colder I get. 
 So in recent years I have become 
more of a fair-weather fisherman 
and my winter fishing trips on Lake of 
the Ozarks have been cut drastically.  
However when the weather is tolerable 
for my old bones I will get out on the 
water and throw my favorite wintertime 
lure—a suspending stickbait. 
 The suspending stickbait has always 
been special to me ever since the first 
time I tried it with Bruce Gier, a renowned 
stickbait specialist at Lake of the Ozarks.   
Gier introduced me to the suspending 
stickbait on March 9, 1989 when the 
water temperature at Lake of the Ozarks 
ranged from 37 to 43 degrees that day. 
We caught 14 keepers that day sweeping 
a Spoonbill Rattlin’ Rogue weighted 
down with lead wire.   The bass were 
suspended 4 to 6 feet deep along docks 
and edges of milfoil beds on secondary 
points.  That memorable day and the 
cold-water tactic Gier showed me was 
recorded in my first article ever published 
in Bassmaster Magazine. 
 Lure manufacturers have eliminated 
the need to wrap wire or glue lead tape 
on stickbaits by making suspending 
versions of the original floating models. 
Most of today’s suspending stickbaits 
are neutrally buoyant when they hit the 
water, but there are times when I still 
have to add a SuspenDot or SuspenStrip 
to make the lure suspend properly.  Before 
we moved to our house on the lake, I 
used to test the neutral buoyancy of my 
lure by dropping it into a bucket of water 
chilled down to the same temperature as 
the lake water.  However now I just walk 
down to the dock and drop my stickbait 
into the water to see if it suspends.
 Lure sizes, colors and styles have 
changed dramatically since those early 
days of suspending stickbait fishing, but 

the logic behind this tactic has remained 
the same throughout the years. Get the 
lure down to a certain depth (usually 4 
to 8 feet deep) and let it linger in that 
strike zone with an occasional series of 
soft twitches or a short sweep of the rod.   
The technique works best in clear water, 
although I have had some success with 
bone- or purple-and-chartreuse stickbaits 
in stained water.
 The style and size of stickbait I use 
in the wintertime depends on the water 
temperature. Most of the time I use a 4- or 
5-inch medium-diver stickbait, but when 
the water temperature drops below 40 
degrees I will also throw a stickbait with 
a spoonbill to probe deeper water. In the 
late winter and early spring as the water 
temperature climbs above 45 degrees I 
will switch to a 5 1/2-inch Rattlin’ Rogue 
to tempt the larger prespawn females 
looking for a magnum-sized meal. 
Color choices on my home waters of Lake 
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of the Ozarks seem to vary from year to 
year.  One year a brown-and-white Rapala 
Husky Jerk worked best for us, but the 
next year a ghost shad Bass Pro Shops 
XPS Suspending Minnow seemed to be 
the hot lure. The last couple of years I’ve 
had success on a brown-gold Ima Flit  and 
purple/chartreuse Spro Lures McStick. 
Following a basic formula usually helps 
me decide which color to start with on 
any given day.  If the water is clear and 
it’s a sunny day, I opt for chrome, clown 
or translucent hues, but if the weather is 
cloudy or if the water is off-color I prefer 
stickbaits in bone, purple-and-chartreuse, 
brown-and-white or fire tiger. 
 The weather also dictates the gear I 
use for my stickbait tactics.  On extremely 
windy days or if the air temperature is 
below freezing I opt for spinning tackle 

because I can throw the lightweight 
stickbait into the wind without 
backlashing and the larger guides on 
the spinning rod and the open spool of 
the spinning reel prevents the guides 
and reel from icing up—a common 
occurrence with baitcasting equipment.  
In most situations, I work the stickbait 
with a  5 1/2-foot medium-action Berkley 
Lightning Rod (with pistol grip) and a 
Shimano Curado baitcast reel.  I like the 
shorter rod because it allows me to point 
the rod downward and twitch  the lure 
without the rod tip hitting the water.  I 
also prefer this rod because its light 
weight reduces fatigue in my wrists after 
hours of jerking the stickbait. 
 Since I normally fish stickbaits in 
clear water, I scale down to 8-pound test 
monofilament, but I also try 10-pound test 
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if I want my stickbait to stay higher in the 
water column. If I want the stickbait to 
dive deeper I tie it on fluorocarbon since 
this line absorbs water better and tends 
to sink.  I have occasionally caught bass 
on a stickbait that slowly sinks, but most 
of the bites I trigger with a stickbait come 
when the lure has neutral buoyancy or 
barely rises.   I also like to make sure my 
stickbait sits level horizontally or with its 
nose slightly pointed downward, which I 
achieve by placing weight near the bill of 
the lure or  putting a larger hook on the 
front hook hanger. 
 I usually vary my retrieve depending 
on the weather and water temperature. 
When I use the deep-diving stickbait 
in extremely cold water and bright 
sunshine, I  crank the lure down with 
about five or six turns of the reel handle 
and then employ a series of rod sweeps 
(moving the rod about 1 foot at a time) 
and pauses of about 10 to 15 seconds.  
Anytime there is a chop on the water, 
I  opt for the medium-diver, which I 
also crank down to where it reaches 
its maximum depth and then I give the 

Mon- Fri. 7:30am – 5:00pm
Sat. 8:00am – 12:00pm
1009 SR 97 • Havana, IL

309-543-2251

lure two to three slight twitches of the 
rod tip before letting it sit for five to 10 
seconds.  A trick I have learned from 
stickbait specialists at Table Rock Lake 
is to pull the lure a couple of inches after 
a long pause to imitate the struggles of 
a dying shad.  
 The biggest bass I ever caught on 
the Lake of the Ozarks was an 8-pound, 
1-ounce largemouth that fell for a 
suspending stickbait. That’s probably 
why the suspense of watching my line as 
I pause my stickbait warms me up on a 
cold winter day because I know that next 
bite could be from a trophy fish.  
 For information on lodging at the 
Lake of the Ozarks or to receive a free 
vacation guide, call the Lake of the 
Ozarks Convention & Visitors Bureau at 
1-800-FUN-LAKE or visit the Lake of the 
Ozarks Convention and Visitors Bureau 
web site at funlake.com. 
 Copies of John Neporadny’s book, 
“THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing Guide” 
are available by calling 573/365-4296 or 
visiting the web site www.jnoutdoors.com.

Thanks to Trevor owner of Big Reds Bait & Tackle for the photos.
2193 Stevenson Dr Springfield Il 62703 217-679-1800.
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EDGEFIELD, S.C. — The National 
Wild Turkey Federation recently signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the Canadian Wild Turkey Federation 
pledging to work together on common 
natural resource goals.
 The CWTF will celebrate its 
third anniversary in February and has 
established itself as the new face of 
conservation in Canada. Many of its 
mission goals align with those of the 
NWTF Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. 
initiative in the United States. The 
initiative aims to conserve or enhance 4 
million acres of wildlife habitat, recruit 
1.5 million hunters and open 500,000 
acres of quality habitat to hunting.
 CWTF’s mission includesTo 
promote the establishment, restoration, 
preservation and sustainable management 
of wild turkeys and their habitats in 
Canada.
•  To develop programs and engage in 

projects to establish, restore, preserve 
and enhance wild turkey hunting 
practices, traditions and heritage

•  To promote responsible wild turkey 
hunting practices, traditions and heritage

•  To work with governments, 
organizations and others to develop 
programs and engage in projects to 
protect and enhance wildlife habitat

•  To promote conservation, hunting, 
fishing, and other outdoor- and wildlife-
oriented activities

•  To host, sponsor and promote 
educational, social, exhibition and 
other events for members and the 
public

 “The collaboration between the 
NWTF and the CWTF will have great 
impacts on the conservation of the wild 
turkey as well as the preservation of 
the hunting heritage in North America,” 
said NWTF CEO George Thornton. “Being 
such close neighbors with many shared 
natural resources, this agreement will 
ensure wild turkey populations prosper 
on both sides of the border.”
 CWTF President Terry Smith agreed. 
“I believe this MOU will be great news for 
NWTF members to see the organization 
has a connection back in Canada.”
 In less than three years, the CWTF 
has grown to 1,700 members across the 
Canadian provinces and territories. In 

the coming year, Smith said the CWTF 
plans to focus on building more chapters, 
increasing their two new outreach 
programs, Women Like Us and Kids Like 
Us, as well as delving deeper into habitat 
conservation and preservation.

About the National Wild Turkey 
Federation
 When the National Wild Turkey 
Federation was founded in 1973, there 
were about 1.5 million wild turkeys in 
North America. After decades of work, 
that number hit an historic high of almost 
7 million turkeys. To succeed, the NWTF 
stood behind science-based conservation 
and hunters’ rights. Thanks to the efforts 
of dedicated volunteers, professional 
staff and committed partners, the NWTF 
has facilitated the investment of $488 
million in wildlife conservation and the 
preservation of North America’s hunting 
heritage. The NWTF has improved more 
than 17 million acres of wildlife habitat 

and introduce 100,000 people to the 
outdoors each year. The NWTF Save the 
Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative is a 
charge that mobilizes science, fundraising 
and devoted volunteers to raise $1.2 billion 
to conserve and enhance more than 4 
million acres of essential wildlife habitat, 
recruit at least 1.5 million hunters and 
open access to 500,000 acres for hunting. 
The NWTF is well on its way to meet or 
exceed these goals. For more information, 
visit NWTF.org.

About the Canadian Wild Turkey 
Federation
Canadian Wild Turkey Federation, 
headquartered in Ontario, Canada, is 
a Canadian not-for-profit organization 
that focuses on the motto of conserve, 
enhance and protect. To learn more, 
visit www.cwtf.ca, phone the CWTF at 
(613) 922-2825 or reach them by email at 
info@cwtf.ca.
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 My friends, January is a tough month 
for fishing in most of the good ole’ USA . 
If you’re not in the deep south, it’s just not 
a lot of fun to half freeze yourself to death 
and just fighting all the winter elements 
also makes it miserable. So I’m going to 
answer the most often question I am asked. 
That question is what is my favorite fishing 
technique and I would say plastic worming 
by a long margin.
 It’s my opinion if you learn to fish a 
plastic worm first and really get into it, 
every other kind of fishing techniques will 
come easy to you. Worm fishing teaches you 
concentration and feel which is two main 
ingredients to bass fishing. It also will give 
you a lot of confidence in your fishing which 
is important.
 To start off you need to look no farther 
than the Zoom section at Bass Pro Shops 
to get your worms, if they don’t make it you 
don’t need it. Some of my favorite Zoom 
products and there are many, are the Trick 
worm, Finesse worm, Lizard, Brush Hog, 
Fluke, and the Old Monster just to name a 
few. Five colors you need to start with are 
green pumpkin, watermelon, watermelon 

red flake, June bug, and red bug. These 
colors will work anywhere in the world! 
 Now you can learn to worm fish with 
a bait caster but I prefer a spinning rod for 
several reasons. I use 10 to 15 lbs. test 
Bass Pro Shops’ braid with an 8 to 10 lbs 
test Bass Pro Shops’ fluorocarbon leader 
about 5 feet or just straight fluorocarbon. The 
spinning rod has many features, for one thing 
it is a lot easier to use light line, it’s easy to 
cast more accurately, I can skip cast under 
docks and over hanging trees and bushes But 
the  most important reason is my worm sinks 
straight down instead of a pendulum fall you 
get with bait casters. One KEY thing I have 
learned over the years is the bass want the 
worm sinking straight down.
 The rods I like to use are Johnny Morris 
signature series 6’8” and 7’2” medium heavy 
with the JMS40 reels. You want a rod that 
feels good with great hook setting qualities 
and these are my picks. The carbon coil 
technology gives you great feel which again 
is half of worm fishing and the back bone 
in these rods gives you great hook setting 
capabilities, the other 50 percent you need.
 I use Tungsten weights from Joy fishing 
products simply because they are smaller and 
give you a feel for the structure you are fishing.  
Most of the time I use an 1/8 oz. but will go 

down or up depending on the wind and 
current or structure which I am fishing. 
The key to weight size is getting your 
worm to go straight down as slowly 
as possible, 95% of the time, if you 
are in current or on a windy day you 
have to go up to the desired weight. If 
it’s a bluebird or calm day go down to 
1/16 oz. Once again this is a KEY element to 
worming, slowest sinking rate that will allow 
the worm to go straight down.
 Very seldom do I make a cast over 30 feet 
because I feel I’m wasting time retrieving the 
worm. Why you ask, because if you catch a 
100 bass 95 of them will be within 30 feet or 
less of the boat. After that you lose accuracy, 
feel and hook setting power.
 My favorite scenario is as follows, I like 
to cast to the kitchen, work it six inches to 
the dining room, then six inches to the living 
room, then six inches to the front porch 
slowly, then I reel in and repeat cast. You 
might ask why I don’t work it all the way 
back to the boat, because 90 percent of the 
time the bass has it before it ever hits bottom 
so why waste time fishing 90 percent of the 
water for 10 percent of the bites. Keep the 
bait in the structure, once you are two feet 
away, reel in and recast to the other side.
 Develop an over and over feeling of 
what the worm feels like when you lift it up 
and then when you feel something different 
from the over and over feeling, set the hook 
hard. KEY thing to remember there is no one 
charging you money to set the hook, this is 
the first really free thing you get to do, so if 

it doesn’t feel right let er fly! John Powell 
used to say first tap, the fish hit your worm, 
second tap fish spit out your worm and third 
tap, his dad hit him in the head with a boat 
paddle and said son you done missed him!
 Hey, good luck with your fishing and 
visit www.just-icellc.com for a great business 
adventure. If you need a tow vehicle visit 
www.hendrickcars.com.  May God bless you 
and your family, our troops and police officers.

MY FAVORITE FISHING 
TECHNIQUE
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 “Ok everyone, roll the windows down 
and unhook your seatbelts.”
 From the back seat, I asked, “Why?” 
 It was freezing outside. The driver 
told me that this is a precaution in case 
we broke through the ice, we would be 
able to get out of the car. This was said in 
a very matter-of-fact voice, but the words 
chilled my blood more than the Minnesota 
winter air. He did not go into detail about 
what would happen after we were out of 
the car and in the freezing water; but no 

one else in the car seemed concerned. All 
right then. As we rolled over the frozen 
lake, my mind drifted back to childhood 
memories of ice fishing.      
     Each winter our father pulled his ice 
house out onto the lake and secured it on 
his favorite spot. How he ever determined 
where this spot was, is just another 
mystery of childhood. It stayed in that one 
spot until it was time to take it off for the 
year. There was only room for two people 
in this little house. The rest of the space 
was taken up by a sizable hole in the floor 
and a little stove. There were two little 
stools positioned at the edge of the hole 
and tackle lined the walls. As far as I know, 
Mother never took part in this venture, but 
each child took a turn accompanying our 
father. It was a rite of passage, in that we 
had to be old enough to keep quiet while 
we were on the ice and smart enough to 

Sure, we have seed that grows corn and soybeans.
But, we also have some that grow antlers.
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COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

not fall in the hole.
      My sister shared her memory of ice 
fishing with our father: 
      “I went once when I was little. All I 
did the entire time was say, ‘Daddy, I’m 
too hot.’  He would patiently get up from 
trying to catch a fish and let me out. A 
nano-second later I’d be begging to come 
back into the fish house. ‘Daddy, I’m cold!’ 
And on and on it continued. I can see why 
he never took me again.” 
     Part of the experience for me was the 
treat of shelling and eating peanuts with 
Daddy in the gloom of the ice house, 
being careful not to drop anything in the 
hole. This was way before the days of the 
ubiquitous bottles of water, now carried by 
every red-blooded American in the land. 
There was a thermos of coffee, but I don’t 
remember drinking anything. This was 
okay with me, because the very thought of 
having to use the bathroom outside in the 
frigid air was enough to quench my thirst.     
     After the stove fired up and the film 
of ice was removed from the hole, we 
would settle in. Part of the challenge for a 
child was the necessity of being very quiet 
so as not to scare the fish away. I do not 
remember what type of fish we caught or 

if they were caught by angling or with a 
spear. I do remember fish tails sticking out 
of the snow next to the ice house. Anything 
caught would be stuck in the snow, where 
it would freeze solid, perfectly preserved 
until it was time to go home.
     I was brought back to the present when 
the car came to a stop. I was with my 
niece and her husband. These folks know 
everything about outdoor life in Minnesota 
and that included ice fishing. Their young 
daughter and my adult son, who was 
visiting from California, were also part 
of the fishing party. Although my son had 
never been ice fishing before, he did have 
appropriate northern Minnesota winter 
clothing, from his travels to Tahoe and 
other cold places. We were on Rice Lake 
and hoping to catch crappies. There were 
no ice houses of the type I remembered 
anywhere in sight, but there were small 
groups of people here and there, all doing 
what we were doing. 
     We had a small portable shelter in 
case anyone needed to warm up a bit, and 
also to keep the hole open. This fishing 
experience was vastly different from my 
childhood and it was fun! We could walk 
around and talk and enjoy the experience 
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in the sunlight on that beautiful Minnesota 
day. I don’t remember what we caught, but 
it did give me a wonderful memory of time 
spent with family in the great outdoors.
     Here is some information about modern 
ice fishing:
•  According to the DNR, “…you have 

power augers and great clothes and 
portable shelters and depth finders -- 
ice fishermen can be almost as mobile 
and effective as guys in boats. Gear 
has really changed the complexion of 
ice fishing. You can catch some fish 
such as crappie, catfish, sunfish, perch 
and bullhead at any time. Fish such 
as walleye, northern pike and bass – 
commonly called gamefish – can only be 
caught during certain times of the year. 
Those time periods can vary depending 
on where you are fishing.” 

•  “Ice fishing methods have changed 
drastically over the past 20 years. The 
name of the game is mobility for today’s 
modern ice anglers. The days 
of drilling hole, waiting and 
hoping that a fish will swim 
by, are starting to fade. With 
light gear, battery-operated 
sonar units, and fast and 
powered augers, an angler can 

conceivably drill and check hundreds of 
holes in a single day. When the fish stop 
biting where they are, anglers can move 
to the next hole, checking it with their 
sonar first to look for activity, and if 
there are no fish they will keep moving 
until fish are found. In addition, schools 
of fish tend to move around; so a hole 
may be productive for 10 minutes and 
then slow down to nothing for an hour 
before a school returns to that location. 
This “fish where the fish are” technique 
and ease of mobility increases the 
catch rate of any angler, because it 
minimizes the wait between bites, 
similar to “trolling” in summer.” https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_fishing

•  Crappie are some of Minnesota’s most 
popular fish. In many an angler’s catch, 
the black crappie probably ranks second 
behind the 
bluegill.

Specializing in Jig Heads!
Free Catalog!

(217) 864-3493
4165 Shaw Rd. • Lovington, IL 61957

www.reeveslureco.com

Dan Williams with a nice Sangchris Lake State Park buck. 
Thanks to Trevor from Bigreds Bait & Tackle for the photo. 

Bigreds Bait & Tackle:
2193 Stevenson Dr Springfield IL 62703, 217-679-1800.
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THE “DECATUR BOYS” 
By: David Herschelman

 For two months of the year, 
individual men assemble to form 
a group to accomplish a common 
goal of hunting waterfowl to the 

maximum!  This goal takes a full year’s work effort and 
sweat equity to accomplish but the “game day” if you 
will, is the now sixty day duck season here in Illinois.  
The “Decatur Boys” a.k.a. the “Decatur Raiders” have 
perfected the hunting opportunities provided through 
the Sanganois Fish and Wildlife Area, the state’s best 
area for the sport of hunting waterfowl!   
 Sanganois offers Duck Hunters a walk in type 
access hunt or the use of designated areas for blind 
construction and hunting.  A draw is held every August 
for the blinds available.  The goal of each participant in 
the drawing is to draw one of the historically successful 
blinds.  Over time, hunters attempt to produce as 
many loyal participants in the draw as possible to 
maximize their chance of success!  The state, in an 
attempt to discourage anti-hunters from flooding the 
participant ranks, has qualifiers to ensure those in the 
drawing are actually desirous of the blinds.  The last 
drawing had fourteen hundred on hand participants for 
approximately sixty blinds.  
 The beauty within this system is cost.  The hunting 
area is provided at no charge to the participants other 
than their out of pocket expense of blind construction 
and maintenance along with their spread of decoys 
and other paraphernalia.  While luck of the draw is 
paramount, often blinds with the right participants can 
produce healthy numbers.  
 The above group is spearheaded by Jeff (J.J.) 
Sykes, a now retired car salesman from Decatur.  JJ 
has been involved with the Sanganois area for thirty 
years and hunting ducks for thirty-eight years and 
knows each blind’s potential and pitfalls.  Joining him 
is Tony Cox, an active Finance Manager from Miles 
Chevrolet, Inc. in Decatur who lives and breathes 
waterfowl hunting, Rod Severns, a retired 
Captain of the Fire Department in Decatur, 
Rod’s background in all things waterfowl is 
utilized as needed in addition to his leadership 
ability and awareness of every square inch 
of waterfowl habitat in the state!  Rod’s 
cooking is also welcomed by all who have 

had the pleasure.  Gary Doyle, an active chemist, from 
Decatur also provides insight, construction and muscle 
as needed.  Chris Schroth, Kenny Allen and Gene 
Shurtz, all long term excellent duck hunters round out 
the core group.  While the group often contracts and 
expands due to career moves, changing allegiances or 
health – all are dedicated to the sport of waterfowl 
hunting and are good at it!  I came to know several 
members of this group through my finance background 
with General Motors Acceptance Corporation and our 
mutual participation in the sport of Duck Hunting.   
 Attention to detail for blind completion is 
paramount in construction, placement, and hiding 
their whereabouts through extensive brushing and 
camouflage to match the natural environment.  Decoy 
placement is also well planned based on how ducks 
will work a certain location based on water, food wind 
patterns and sun location.  All types of motion decoys 
are used when conditions warrant.  To borrow one of 
JJ’s comments – he will admit to being a sucker for 
a gimmick but as time proves an items worth, it will 
become a mainstay of their hunting style.  With the 
amount of experience found within these individuals 
hunting backgrounds – all decisions are well thought!
 Making sure the blind is always hunted with 
the maximum number 
of hunters ensures 
enough firepower for 
most hunting days and 
the ability to reward 
individuals for their 
assistance during the 
draw with hunting time 
is always in the forefront.  
Matching certain 
personalities and hunting 
acumen also makes 
hunting with this group 
a pleasure.  All hunts 
are to the maximum 

Tony Cox and Son Aaron 
on successful day

Rod Severns, Kenny Allen and 
Gary Doyle on recent trip

JJ Sykes and 
Terry Doc Enloe 
scanning the sky



January 2017 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” 45

The New Legendary Suites 
at Woodland Resort will 
hold 2 and 3-bedroom suites 
with full kitchens. Book 
your dates for the summer 
in our new 
full kitchen suites!

A Family Owned & Operated Resort!
DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA

(701) 662-5996
www.woodlandresort.com

• A variety of Lodging Choices
• Fully Guided Fishing Packages
• Excellent Restaurant & Bar
• Bait, Tackle & Convience Store
• Air Conditioned Indoor Fish Cleaning Facility
• Overnight RV Camping
•  NEW 17.5’ Fishing Boats & New 20’ & 24’ 

Pontoons
• Home of “Mitchell’s Guide Service”
• Lodging & Guided Packages
• Full Service Woodland Marine Shop
• Marina with Boat Ramp & On-Water Fuel

DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
Trophy Walleye, Pike, Perch & White Bass!

SPORT CITY of Jacksonville
1010 N. Main • Jacksonville, IL 62650

217-243-6402 • SportCityJacksonville.com

time allowed but they will accommodate 
individuals as needed.  
 Aggressive calling is a mainstay on 
the state property to attract and pull ducks 
to your location and the calls made by the 
late Paul Kingyon are favored by the group 
although each caller has a certain style – 
knowing how to work the birds for favorable 
shots is the trademark of this group of 
hunters.  Rod Severns and Kenny Allen still 
prefer the old Browning humpback to some 
of the newer guns.  Most of the others still 
shoot three inch shells to help with cost and 
gun functionality over the long haul of the 
season.  Considering the age, experience 
level and just plain “get it done” mentality 
from this group, a typical duck season is 
a great success as the maximum effort is 
always given.  
 Sure shots are missed.  Ducks sneak 
through the dekes.  Sour notes are hit and 
all other manner of goof ups are experienced 
especially as several of this group are aging 
with eyesight, hearing and reflex working in 
the wrong direction!  All is taken in stride 
with greater focus on the greatest chance 
of success!   Each hunt is punctuated with 
a great meal cooked in the blind and with 
a couple of propane heaters glowing red 
the hunters are usually comfortable!  I look 
forward to every opportunity to visit with 
this group and hear their stories.  They 
produce results whether their blind draw is 
top tier or somewhere in between!

 While not hunting, they live in the 
“Duck House” located in Chandlerville, IL.  
This abode is only used for two months 
of the season and although old, it serves 
the group well.  Let’s just say this group 
has provided the economic mainstay for 
the community over the years and let it go 
at that!  Each will answer the bell every 
morning.  Although groggy at times they will 
hunt for the duration.  
 Rods’ encounter with a mountain lion 
on opening day in 2001 while leaving blind 
#66, Gary’s attempt to burn the blind#16 
down with his burning shirt tail after sitting 
too close to the heater and during the high 
water in their #1 hole several years ago, the 
blind broke free from its mooring to a willow 
tree and the occupants found they were free 
floating into the decoys are just a few of 
the more memorable stories.  I must admit 
several of my official work days were making 
dealer contacts in the duck blind and making 
memories in the process – how I could get 
lost in a snowstorm after leaving the blind 
with the OnStar operator’s assistance is still 
a mystery!

 The Sanganois facility has many 
groups mimicking the processes perfected 
by this group.  The Decatur Boys have 
earned the admiration and respect from 
other hunters and the staff at the facility for 
their dedication over the years.   Yes, I even 
tolerate differing political views and all 
manner of confusion for the opportunity to 

hunt with these guys but then again I would 
sleep with the devil for a good duck shoot!  
Despite my getting a little slow on the 
draw, I am asked to participate on occasion.  
Having hunted up and down the river with 
many hunters over my years I will put this 
group of men at the top of the list for duck 
hunting prowess!

Gary Doyle, Tony Cox and Jeff JJ Sykes

Blind 18

Saganois Blind
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HOW DECOYS CAN BENEFIT 
HUNTING THE RUT
By Bernie Barringer

Used smartly, Decoys can be the secret to effective 
rut-hunting success

 Many hunters have a negative view 
of using a decoy in their deer hunting for 
a couple of reasons. For one, it’s a lot of 
extra work to haul it to your hunting area 
and set it up. And many people have used 
decoys and had a negative response from 
deer while using them.
 I was once one of those hunters, but 
I now use a decoy quite a few times each 
year, especially during the rut. So I suppose 
my first task is to convince you that using 
decoys are worth the extra effort and 
trouble. Here are four quick reasons I am a 
firm believer in the use of the right decoys 
in the right places at the right time.
 First, a decoy can bring a buck across 
a field that may be well out of range. 

Secondly, a decoy will focus the attention of 
the buck away from the hunter. This is huge 
advantage when calling or rattling. Third, a 
deer already in the field may give a buck the 
confidence it needs to enter the field before 
dark. And, lastly, a decoy can be a great tool 
to position a deer for a shot.
 Each of the three decoy setups I am 
about to describe have been refined by 
my experience to take advantage of those 
four factors. Each of these setups uses 
a buck decoy, and two of them include a 
doe decoy with the buck. I have had too 
many bad experiences with doe decoys 
alone, so I never use a doe decoy unless 
it is positioned with a buck decoy. Bucks 
and does alike are alarmed by stationary 
doe decoys, but when a resident doe 
comes across a doe (the decoy) that will 
not communicate or acknowledge her 

presence, it freaks her out. The encounter 
usually becomes a foot-stomping, snorting, 
tail-flagging affair within a few moments 
of the encounter. This puts the other deer 
in the area on alert.
 The vast majority of times I use a decoy 
setup will be at the edge of a field or clearing 
of some sort. So here are the three decoy set-
ups I use the most and the explanations of 
why I believe they work so well.

THE ONE-HORNED WONDER
 I cannot take credit for the idea of using 
a buck decoy with only one antler, but I have 
been using it for 20-plus years and it has 
been a game changer for me. I hate to use 
the word “always,” but in the 20 years of 
using this method I have never had a buck 
that didn’t approach the decoy from the side 
missing the antler. A buck approaching this 
decoy moves towards its weakness, which is 

a big advantage in causing the buck to turn 
broadside for a shot.
 Prior to using a decoy with one antler, 
bucks would almost always begin to circle 
downwind of the decoy. Small bucks 
such as yearlings that are curious about 
the decoy may still circle downwind at a 
distance, but if they decide to close in, 
they too usually work around to the side 
without the antler before approaching.
 I position the decoy so it is looking 
towards the bottom of my treestand. 
Larger bucks — three years of age and 
older — will normally bristle up at the 
sight of the decoy and walk stiff-legged 
towards the buck’s head. This turns their 
attention away from you so you can draw 
your bow, and it puts them broadside 
within bow range. Perfect.

ABOUT TO MOUNT
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 This ruse involves the use of a 
doe decoy and a buck decoy right 
behind her. I put him as close as I can 
to the doe, and I like a buck decoy 
that’s large enough to put his head 
on top of her rump, which creates the 
illusion that he is about to mount her. 
Any mature buck that sees this cannot 
resist coming in hard and fast. In fact, 
most times I have had a buck actually 
attack the buck decoy.
 When setting this up, keep in mind 
that an approaching buck is coming in 
with the objective of breaking up the 
couple. He most likely will approach 
towards the space between the deer. I 
have seen them walk up and use their 
antlers to nudge the buck decoy in 
the shoulder or the neck. In one case, 
a younger buck simply tried shoulder 
the buck decoy off to the side and get 
between the two to mount the doe.
 I generally set the decoys 
quartering towards me with the wind 
at their back if possible. Bucks that 
tend to circle around the decoys to get 
a sniff will be moving towards your 
position, but with their full attention 
focused away from you and on the 
decoy. It’s hard to imagine a better 
position to be in for a bowhunter.
 Since mature bucks typically run 
right up to this setup, you’ll need to 
be ready to get a shot off quickly. If 
they do not contact the decoy early in 
the encounter, they begin to circle and 
quickly become alarmed if there is no 
acknowledgement of their presence. 

While this fake-out really brings 
them running, it is the quickest one to 
break down when the buck figures out 
something is wrong. Usually the first 
indication that something is wrong 
takes place when they get downwind 
of the decoys and their nose isn’t 
confirming what their eyes are seeing. 
Take your first shot opportunity.

THE PIN-DOWN

 I came up with the idea for this 
setup because I had seen the real 
thing so often. When a doe is about 
ready to breed, a buck will often try to 
push her out into an open area where 
he can keep an eye on her and more 
easily defend her from other bucks. 
That’s why you see bucks standing 
with does out in the middle of open 
fields in farm country during the peak 
of the rut. When the doe lies down 
to rest, he will stand there for long 
periods just staring at her.
 The doe’s nature is to lie down 
beside something such as a grassy 
fencerow, a brush pile or the edge 
of the field. This habit makes the 
edge of a field the perfect scenario 
for setting up this simulation. I use 
a decoy without legs so she sits 
nicely on the ground in the grass, 
then position the buck decoy about 
10 yards from her. I want the buck 
within 30 yards of my position so I 
am offered a nice, easy shot.
 Smaller bucks seem to be 
leery of this frame-up and will 

mostly circle the area at a distance. 
Sometimes they will be bold enough 
to approach either the doe or the 
buck and stretch out their neck for 
a sniff, but it seems like they are 
mostly satisfied with looking it over 
for a while before leaving.
 Larger bucks will approach the 
buck decoy much the same way as 
they do the One-Horned Wonder. 
For this reason I use only one antler 
to help position the buck. They tend 
to focus their attention on the buck 
decoy and pay little attention to the 
doe decoy. I suppose they instinctively 
know they have to deal with the buck 
to get to the doe. Of course, if it’s a 
shooter buck, I never let them get a 
chance to seal the deal, so I do not 
really know how this scenario would 
play out to the end.
 I love calling and rattling over this 
phony breeding scenario. Once a buck 
comes to the call, he sees the decoys 
and forgets all about the source of 
the sound. Stop calling the moment 
his eyes lock onto the decoy. He’s all 
yours if you want him, just take the first 
available broadside shot.
 If you are a skeptic about 
decoying deer, these three decoy 
setups will change your mind. 
Experiment on your own with 
additional ideas. I am still learning 
as I go, and I suspect I will continue 
to tweak my decoy techniques in 
the future. I expect to shoot a big 
buck over a decoy every year, and 
I am successful doing so just often 
enough to keep me doing it. Once 
you have a big buck walk within 
range all bristled up and breathing 
hard, you will be as addicted to using 
them as I am.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURE

Family Owned Since 1974

www.wagenbachbuilders.com

309-925-5205
20237 State Rt. 9 • Pekin, IL 61554

Christopher Coin, Gun & Pawn, LLC.
Paying Top Dollar for all Collectibles, Gold, Silver & Guns

WE SPECIALIZE IN RELOADING SUPPLIES!

LUKE CHRISTOPHER - OWNER
Christopher.coin.gun.pawn@gmail.com

333 Derby Street • Pekin, IL 61554

309-353-7522

Computerized Diagnostics

Mechanical Repair

Welding • Trailer Repair

Boat & RV Winterizing 
& Storage

JEFF SCHROCK, OWNER

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS

309-965-2020
SchrockRepair.com

1422 US Hwy 150 • PO Box 10
Goodfield, IL 61742

TARGET SAUGER ALONG THE EDGES OF THE DEEP HOLES IN 
NOVEMBER THROUGH FEBRUARY ON THE ILLINOIS RIVER
By Jay Angel
 As long as the Illinois River remains 
free of ice we will have fantastic sauger 
fishing throughout the winter. What 
makes this possible is that the barges 
move up and down the river every single 
day. These barges keep the channel 
relatively ice free except during short 
period of extreme cold. You can launch 
at Henry, the Spring Valley Boat Club, 
or Peru. Since these launches are in the 
channel and not a backwater channel like 
Bartos, you can usually use them. 
 As the water approaches freezing, 
the fish will move to the deep wintering 
holes and stay there until they migrate 
upstream to spawn. This is one of the best 
times of the entire year to target them. 
 “Once the water temperature drops 
to around 40 degree the fish will begin 
migrating to the deep holes. This is usually 
late November to early December,” states 
Walleye Pro Steve Skupien. The fish will 

congregate on the edges of the deep holes 
and enter them once the ice forms.

My Favorite spot
 One of my favorite wintering holes 
is just upstream of the HWY 89 Bridge 
in Spring Valley. The easiest way to find 
this hole is to drive upstream from the 
bridge and look to your right. You will 
see the Spring Valley Boat Club. Start 
your downstream drift just upstream of 
the Boat Club. Experiment with drifts and 
depths until you connect with fish. 
 I will start my drift just upstream of 
the rock dike by the boat club and drift 
down to the bridge. For each drift I try 
to stay in the same depth and attempt 
to move slowly enough so that my jog is 
directly beneath my rod. 

Presentation:
  “Once the water temperature drops 
below 40 degrees, I sometime will use a 
single #5 Rapala stickbait on a 3 way rig 
with a one ounce jig with a ring worm 

or a ripple tail for the dropper. If that 
doesn’t work I will switch to a large 
minnow on a bare hook or a floating 
jighead. I prefer to use a bare hook with 
a minnow to a jighead,” states Walleye 
Pro Chase Rockstead. 
 As far as presentations go, I prefer 
the good old jig and minnow. I use a jig 
that is just heavy enough to maintain 
contact with the bottom and keep the 
jig straight up and down from the tip of 
the rod. As the boat drifts downstream, 
I keep my jig directly below the tip of 
my rod. I slowly drop the jig down to the 
channel bottom and then pick it up slowly 
after it hits. I like to keep my jig within 3 
inches of the bottom. The technique is to 
drop the jig down to the bottom, pick it 
up slowly three inches, and then hold it 
there for 20 or 30 seconds, and then drop 
it down again. This way I can tell if I have 
even a very subtle bite because my jig is 
directly below my rod tip. Once again, the 
most important part of this presentation 

is boat control. You must constantly 
watch the angle that your line enters the 
water. If that is not straight up and down 
you need to adjust your speed. Saugers 
and walleyes will bite subtly this time of 
the year so you will need to pay close 
attention to what is going on. Set the 
hook if you feel a slight tap. 
 “Last summer we caught saugers 
between 18-20  and walleyes between 
22 – 25 inches long. This river is coming 
around. For the next couple of years, I 
expect that we are going to be catching 
lots of really big fish,” states Skupien. 
I expect that once the walleyes and 
saugers head to the wintering holes, the 
action is going to be on fire. 
 Skupien’s observations make me 
very optimistic about the fishing this 
winter. I predict that we are going to 
have some fantastic fish being caught as 
soon as the fish are schooled up in their 
wintering holes.
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Friday January 6
12:00pm - 8:00pm

Saturday January 7
9:00am - 7:00pm

Sunday January 8
10:00am - 4:00pm

ADMISSION PRICES:
ADULTS - $7.00 Each Day

SENIORS AGE 60+ - $5.00 ON FRIDAY ONLY
Ages 6-15 - $3.50 Each Day

Ages 5 & Under FREE
Parking is FREE each day!

The Show for Fishermen!  
The Let’s Go Fishing Show is a Show dedicated 

solely to anglers. For 24 years, Gateway Center in 
Collinsville has hosted the Let’s Go Fishing Show. 

Free Seminars from major names 
in the fishing industry including:
“Mr. Crappie” Wally Marshall, 
Kevin Rogers, Brandon Palaniuk, 
Coleton Jennings, Drew Benton, 
Mike Valentine, Kevin Jones, 
David Cox, Ron Bilbrey, 
Todd Huckabee, Jeff Faulkenberry, 
Steve Welch, Alan Corzine, Joel Drury, 
Kyle Schoenherr and that’s not all!
 
Visit over 120 exhibitor booths who will be showcasing 
a wide variety of the latest and greatest in fishing gear
- Everything you need to stock that tackle box for success  
-   Boat dealers with the hottest fishing boats with dealer incentives
-  Free seminars on bass, crappie, trout, catfish, muskie and other 

species 
- Cabela’s Free Fish Pond
- Fishing Simulator from Illinois Department of Natural Resources
- Plan your next fishing adventure with Resort Reps and Fishing Guides 
- Live Animal Exhibit  from Treehouse Wildlife Center
- Antique Lure Display & Free Appraisals by National Lure Collectors Club
- Educational Displays and Live Demos
- Sports lounge with Fishing Buddy Beer & Wing Specials  
-  Win prizes including an All Inclusive 4 Night Fishing Trip in Canada 

courtesy of Zup’s Fishing Resort & Canoe Outfitters
 
All activities are included with admission.

www.letsgoshows.com

Gateway Center in Collinsville, IL
Just 9 minutes from downtown St. Louis!

800.289.2388
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BUYING STANDING TIMBER & CUT LOGS
Timber purchased using the Select Harvest Method

Licensed timber buyer, walks through the 
process with you steop by step. Good Forest 

Timber is a fully insured, bonded company & an
 Illinois Forestry Association member.

309.579.3000
www.goodforesttimber.com

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523

 Hunting has been a major part of 
my life since the young age of 12. Back 
then I went mule deer hunting with my 
Grandfather and cousins. Since then I 
have taken up hunting coyotes. It didn’t 
take me long to get started, but calling in 
my first coyote proved more difficult than 
I thought.

THE ADDICTION BEGINS
 While I was working as a corrections 
officer at a county jail, I thought to 
myself one graveyard shift, I should 
start hunting coyotes. I went online and 
ordered my first electronic call, a Johnny 
Stewart call. This set up had a large 
speaker and a tape with six sounds on it. 
It featured a giant 12-volt battery inside 
the camouflage bag it came in. As soon 
as the call arrived I thought I would be 
slaying the dogs in no time! I’ve never 
been so wrong. This was the start of my 
addiction to hunting coyotes.
 It turns out coyotes are above 
average in their intelligence. It took me 
more than seven LONG years to call in my 
first coyote. I begged others to teach me, 
too. I don’t understand why I kept going 
out and hunting coyotes all that time, 
other than it had become an addiction.

FINALLY!
 It was time to upgrade my E-call, even 
though I hadn’t called in a coyote yet. I went 
to Walmart and purchased the Primos Turbo 
Dog. I was in the COOL club now because 
I no longer hauled around a prehistoric 
E-call. When I managed to finally call in my 
first coyote, I wasn’t even the one to shoot 
it! I didn’t even see the coyote before my 
buddy shot it — not 15 feet from my new 
call and decoy!
 We called in a total of three coyotes 
that morning. My addiction to hunting 
coyotes turned into a passion after that. 
I felt confident that I was a pro, even 
though I was just a novice at that time. 
This passion continued to grow as I called 

in more coyotes. I even upgraded from the 
Turbo Dog to a FoxPro down the road.

HAND CALLS WORK
 A few years ago, I went with another 
friend who finally, after years of pestering, 
and begging agreed to take me on a quick 
stand or two as I was passing through 
his town. This close friend of mine used 
hand calls only, and within 5 minutes of 
calling I had witnessed my first double 
coming in. My friend was able to drop the 
first one with one shot, and of course the 
rookie (me) missed the other one. I was 
simply amazed that a coyote would come 
in blazing hot looking for a free meal on a 
sound made from the breath of a human.
About a month after that another 
acquaintance accepted my pleas to take 
me. This young man also used hand calls 
— and no decoy. We called in one that 
day, and got a road dog as well. The one 
we called in came right past my position, 
and gave me a broadside running shot. 
BAM…I did it! I killed a coyote that was 
called in with mouth calls. Now I was 
hooked on hand calls. I soon sold my 

FoxPro, and purchased several different 
hand calls to try.

FROM NOVICE TO PRO
I now hunt about three days per week, as 
I have turned this passion and addiction 
into a semi profitable hobby. In Utah, you 
receive a $50 bounty per coyote killed 
inside the state’s borders. This literally 
helps fuel my passion by putting gas into 
my truck so that I can hunt more.
 I’ve competed in two coyote calling 
contests this year, and my very first large 
championship was the recent West Desert 
Coyote Calling Championship hosted in 
Salt Lake City, Utah by Jered Gasser and 
John Bair. My partner (Chad) and I tied 
for third place in this competition, with 
four teams tied for third — each having 
killed 6 coyotes. Check-in time was the 
tie breaker, and Chad and I traveled over 
250 miles to check in, so we were the 

third team in with six dogs, resulting in a 
fifth-place trophy. The second contest we 
entered, we missed three dogs resulting 
in not placing — rookie mistakes.
 This journey has just begun for me, 
and I enjoy watching the Wiley E. Coyote 
coming into a hand call any day of the 
week. My personal goal is to become 
the best of the best within the next 12 
months. Twelve months from now, my 
hope is I will be competing against the 
best in the world at the World Coyote 
Calling Championship.
 Since I began hunting coyotes 
I’ve realized I have both a passion for 
watching the predator come into a sound 
made by my breath and the addiction for 
the adrenaline I get each time one comes 
in hot and hungry. Don’t give up trying to 
call in your first coyote. I bet you can do it 
in fewer tries than me!
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

HUNTING COYOTES: 
Passion or Addiction?
It took this hunter seven years of hunting coyotes to call in his 
first one. Check out his amazing story of persistence and triumph
By Jeremy Holm
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This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks of  
September 13-28; however, it does 
not include all actions taken by the 

Office of Law Enforcement. 

Region 1- Capt. Laura Petreikis, District 1- 
Sgt. T. Petrekis
CARROLL COUNTY 
CPO Jones issued a Savanna man a citation for 
failure to immediately release a short Northern 
Pike at Frog Pond. CPO Jones issued a Chicago 
man a citation for expired registration at 
Mississippi Palisades State Park. His registration 
had been expired since 2015.
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri was working early goose hunters 
and checked a group. After running a computer 
check on the hunters, one young man had an 
outstanding warrant for his arrest. He was 
transported to the jail where he posted the $200 
cash bond.

JO DAVIESS 
CPO Hoogerwerf received a report of a fish kill 
on Yellow Creek east of Stockton. Upon arriving, 
dead fish were observed at multiple locations. 
IDNR Fisheries and ILEPA were notified. Dead 
fish counts and water samples were conducted. 
The affected area was approximately 2.5 miles. 
The cause was determined to be silage run off. 
LEE COUNTY 
CPO Posateri and CPO Teas patrolled the Rock 
River by boat. A man from Loves Park was 
arrested for OUI. He refused to provide a breath 
sample when requested by CPO Posateri, so his 
privilege to operate a boat will be suspended for 
a minimum of 2 years. CPO Teas cited a subject 
for taking a largemouth bass with a cast net on 
the Rock River in Lee County. 
OGLE COUNTY 
While conducting boat inspections in Ogle 
County, CPO Teas ran a registration check on 
a truck at the boat launch. The check showed 
the plates to have been reported stolen from 
a dealership in Wisconsin. Contact was made 
with the driver of the vehicle who informed the 
CPO he had recently purchased the vehicle from 
the dealership who had reported the plates as 
stolen. The plates were seized from the truck and 
the driver’s information was taken for a follow 
up investigation. The investigation revealed 
the dealership had issued the owner the wrong 
plates which were two numbers off from the 
correct registration. The dealership stated they 
had his correct plates at the dealership and had 
reported the others as stolen after not being able 
to locate them for two months. The “stolen” 
plates are being returned to the dealership and 
the vehicle owner will be receiving his correct 
plates from the dealership. 

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 
CPO Francisko checked multiple fishermen 
and boaters. Two fishing citations, two fishing 
warnings and two boating warnings were issued. 
Field Sobriety Testing was done on one subject. 
The subject passed and was able to continue 
operating his boat. CPO Posateri and CPO Teas 
patrolled the Mississippi River by boat. Three 
young men from Iowa were cited for the unlawful 
consumption of alcohol by minors. CPO Posateri 
taught at a Hunter Safety Course where nearly 
150 students were present. 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
CPO Beltran has discovered several locations 
of baited stands for the archery deer season. 
Information is being shared with other officers in an 
attempt to arrest as many violators as possible. 
WHITESIDE COUNTY 
CPO Palumbo received multiple complaints on 
mysterious brown foam in the Rock River over the 
past few weeks. It was determined to be a Fall 
algae bloom enhanced by the frequent rains.

District 6- Sgt. Phil Wire
WINNEBAGO COUNTY
CPO Alt inspected 6 dove hunters in Winnebago 
County. Violations addressed via warning included 
hunting without license and habitat stamp in 
possession and failure to register with H.I.P. Officer 
Schoonhoven assisted the Winnebago County 
Sherriff’s Department with the search and recovery 
of a child lost in a timber.

District 7- Sgt. Scott Avery

FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson received a complaint of two 
subjects fishing without permission. CPO 
Thompson was able to identify the suspects and 
located them at their residence. After a short 
interview full admissions were provided. Two 
citations were issued. CPO Thompson and CPO 
Gerard worked teal hunters at Emiquon Refuge. 
CPOs Gerard and Thompson located a pair of 
hunters setting up to hunt a short distance 
away. Approximately 20 minutes prior to legal 
shooting time, the two hunters began to shoot 
into groups of teal. The time was documented 
on two occasions where the hunters shot prior to 
sunrise. When asked, the hunters both admitted 
they had shot early and were completely aware 
of their decision. Citations were issued. 
HENDERSON COUNTY 
CPO Reid cited two subjects for no valid fishing 
license at Putney’s Landing.
STARK COUNTY 
CPO Lazzell issued a Wisconsin man two 
citations for unlawfully buying timber without 
a license as part of an ongoing investigation 
involving multiple landowners in central Illinois.
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO VanZant cited a Chicago resident for hunting 
ginseng without permission of the landowner 
and hunting without a valid ginseng harvest 
license.

Region 2- Captain Brett Scroggins- District 
2 Sgt. Rich Riedel
McHENRY COUNTY 

BULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!

(309) 342-0044
gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

New & Used Guns • Black Powder 
Supplies • Catalog Orders

Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years

BRAD BURROWS CONSTRUCTION

309.678.3593

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates

25 Years Experience
Lewistown, IL

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Hammerich’s specializes in turkeys, deer, 

big game heads, life size big game and fish. 
Bob strives for the highest quality and has 
won several awards in state, national and 

world competitions. Bring your trophy 
to Bob Hammerich’s studio in Glasford! 

See Ryan Patterson, Waterfowl Specialst!

Hammerich’s Taxidermy • 410 E. Main St. • Glasford, IL

bthammerich@yahoo.com • 309.389.4174
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CPO Schreiber cited a subject at McCullum 
Lake for failure to immediately release an 
undersized largemouth bass. The lake has a 15” 
minimum length limit and the fish was only 8”. 
Sgt. Riedel heard a dispatch of a suspected DUI 
driver entering the village of Algonquin. All of 
Algonquin’s officers were handling a suicide that 
had just occurred and as the broadcast was being 
issued Sgt. Riedel saw the suspected vehicle 
drive by. Sgt. Riedel followed the vehicle and 
observed it cross the center line and strike the 
curb. A traffic stop was conducted and the driver 
was arrested for DUI. The driver refused chemical 
and breath testing.

District 3- Sgt. Mark Simon
WILL COUNTY 
CPO Reid handled multiple calls for service for 
trespass/fishing at a private lake. Multiple arrests 
were made and one of the more noteworthy was 
that of a man who was wanted for warrants for 
unlawful possession of controlled substance/
hypodermic needles and for violations of his 
parole. He knew he was going back to prison 
and considered running/fleeing but ended up 
submitting without incident. 
CPO Reid was working the same private lake 

when he located a vehicle parked off site and 
suspected the driver had snuck into the property. 
A short time later he was able to observe the 
subject fishing in the lake. The subject fled 
from the officer. CPO Reid was able to identify 
the subject from his Driver’s License photo and 
obtained a phone number and contacted the 
suspect who refused to return to the scene 
to meet with CPO Reid. A short while later 
the suspect’s father arrived to try to claim the 
vehicle and take it back. CPO Reid and the father 
contacted the subject on the phone again and 
agreed to meet at his residence where he was 
cited for fishing without permission and for 
obstructing a police officer. 
CPO Reid observed a subject fishing on the 
Kankakee River in Wilmington and observed the 
subject drive to a fishing location. Subsequent 
check of the subject for a fishing license revealed 
he had a suspended Driver’s License. He was 
cited for the violation. 

District 4- Sgt. Bill Shannon
COOK COUNTY CPO Macias and CPOT 
Poffenberger were patrolling inside Diversey 
Harbor when they noticed a skier being towed 
by a boat without an observer and without a 
tow flag. In addition, the driver would alternate 
looking ahead into other boat traffic and behind 

to ensure his skier remained safe. The boat left 
the harbor and was out into Lake Michigan where 
there was heavy boat traffic and the CPOs had a 
difficult time maneuvering into position in order to 
flag down the boat. 7 Vol1Oct The small boat was 
pushed to its limit and the pair of CPOs eventually 
caught up with the larger, faster boat. A stop was 
initiated and the pair was schooled on the laws 
concerning skiers on the water. A citation and a 
written warning were issued. 
CPO Macias was patrolling the inner city lagoons 
and came across four different subjects fishing; 
they were not together as a group but they were 
all at the same spot in a particular Chicago 
lagoon. CPO Macias had been watching them 
cast and retrieve trout and put them on a stringer; 
all four subjects had been lucky enough to catch 
2-4 each. CPO Macias noticed how much fun they 
were having and how they were congratulating 
one another each time a trout was caught. After 
the observation period CPO Macias decided it 
was time to confront the four subjects. Upon 
approach, the tone of all four subjects changed 
from elation to uneasiness. When asked to show 

licenses and stamps, one subject admitted to not 
having one, the second lied and told the CPO he 
had one and how he “has to be in the system”. 
The other two spoke only Spanish and began to 
collaborate on a story to tell the CPO of how they 
had no idea they needed one. They both admitted 
during the concocted story that they got one last 
year but forgot to buy one this season. Then they 
noticed CPO Macias’ name badge and asked if 
he spoke Spanish, he responded “Si”, he also 
told them not to lie to cops. After checking the 
POS website to verify none of the subjects had 
licenses or stamps, a citation and a written 
warning was issued to each subject and a total 
of 13 trout were released back into the lagoon. 
CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Poffenberger were 
on patrol at Lake Michigan checking fishermen 
during nighttime hours. When one fisherman 
saw the CPOs, he packed up and ran to his 
vehicle. CPO Whitchurch caught up to the man at 
his vehicle and requested a fishing license. The 
subject stated he had one but, in fact, did not. 
Enforcement action was taken. 

Police . . . continued

YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen 
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. 

Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!

Three Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • Blood

PREMIERE VIDEOS

Contact us for Pricing & Scheduling!
Kenny: 309-613-4997 • Harry: 309-360-0487

Email: ken@spotwiz.com

Training Videos • Weddings
Social Events • Commercials

Infomercials • Documentaries

Our credits include Television Shows on ABC, PBS & Discovery Networks, 
History Channel, HGTV & many feature films. We also produce Adventure 

Sports Outdoors TV for Channel 47 . . . on the air for 23 years!

QUALITY SOUND & VIDEO IS OUR BUSINESS WITH FAST TURNAROUND. 
DVD’S BY BULK AVAILABLE.

BUY – SELL – TRADE GUNS!

LOUIS & CLARK OUTPOST

Owner: Keyth Mooneyham
22205 ST RT 9 • Tremont, IL 61568

Located west of Tremont on the south side of Rt. 8

309-660-3221 • 309-642-4073

GUN & FISHING EQUIPMENT ON SALE!
ANTIQUES – COLLECTIBLES & MUCH MORE!

All police, veterans, active and inactive military 
receive 20% off all ammunition. 

A special thanks for your service!

NEW HUNTING & FISHING CABINS
www.kinkaidlakecabins.com

NEW BAIT SHOP OPENING IN MARCH
100 ft from Shawnee National Forest and 

1 Mile from Kinkaid Lake!
$100 per night with a two night minimum  • Advance Reservation Required

PAUL ICE SERVICES • 618.687.4621
77 Cook Drive • Murphysboro, IL 62966
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CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Poffenberger were on 
patrol at a Cook County lake when they observed 
two subjects fishing. When the two subjects saw 
the CPOs, they immediately stopped fishing and 
walked to their vehicle. CPO Whitchurch stopped 
the two subjects and requested fishing licenses 
from the subjects. Neither one of them had a valid 
fishing license. Citations were issued. 
CPO Whitchurch observed a boat underway at 
a Cook County lake which did not have visible 
registration. A check of the boat and the operator 
confirmed the boat was not properly registered. A 
citation was issued. 
CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Poffenberger were on 
patrol at Lake Michigan when they observed a 
subject fishing. The same subject was observed 
drinking out of a large plastic jug. When the 
subject was done with the jug, he tossed the 
8 Vol1Oct jug into the water. Contact with the 
subject was made and it was learned he did not 
have a valid sport fishing license. A citation and 
a written warning were issued. The plastic jug 
was retrieved by CPO Whitchurch and discarded 
properly. 
CPO Whitchurch was enforcing sport fishing 
regulations at Lake Michigan when he observed 
two subjects fishing. When one of the subjects 
saw CPO Whitchurch, he immediately handed his 
fishing pole to the subject fishing beside him. A 
check on the subject informed he did not have a 
valid sport fishing license. The subject was cited. 
CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Poffenberger were 
on patrol at Lake Michigan when they observed 
a subject actively fly fishing for salmon. When 
the subject was asked for his fishing license 
and salmon stamp, he informed the CPOs he had 
never purchased a license because he did not 
feel he needed a license to fish in Lake Michigan. 

The subject was issued a citation and a written 
warning. 
CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Poffenberger were 
observing a large group of fishermen at Lake 
Michigan. When the CPOs made their presence 
known, one fisherman walked away and tried to 
blend in with a large group of people. The subject 
was identified and asked for a fishing license. He 
did not have a valid fishing license and was cited. 
CPO Whitchurch and CPOT Poffenberger were 
on patrol at a Lake Michigan Harbor during the 
hours of darkness when they observed a subject 
unlawfully snagging during the closed snagging 
season. Contact with the subject was made. The 
subject did not have a valid sport fishing license 
and also did not have a valid Lake Michigan 
salmon stamp. Multiple citations were issued. 
CPO Whitchurch was enforcing sport fishing 
regulations at Lake Michigan in a Chicago Harbor. 
While checking numerous fishermen on one side 
of the harbor, CPO Whitchurch observed two 
subjects pack up their fishing gear and salmon 
they possessed once they saw CPO Whitchurch 
and began to walk to the parking area from the 
other side of the harbor. CPO Whitchurch cut 
the subjects off before the parking area and 
requested fishing licenses and salmon stamps 
from the subjects. The subjects produced valid 
fishing licenses, but neither subject had a valid 
salmon stamp. CPO Whitchurch explained the 
laws to the two fishermen and they each received 
a citation for catching and possessing salmon.
CPO Whitchurch was on patrol at a Lake Michigan 
Chicago Harbor when he observed a subject 
unlawfully snagging salmon in a harbor which is 
not open to snagging. The subject was observed 
casting a snag hook into the water in close 
proximity to a moored boat. The subject saw CPO 

Whitchurch and left his pole on the concrete wall 
and tried to walk away. CPO Whitchurch checked 
the subject who did not possess a valid fishing 
license or a salmon stamp. The subject was cited. 
CPO Whitchurch observed a subject fishing at Lake 
Michigan. 
When CPO Whitchurch was checking other persons 
in the same area, the aforementioned subject tried 
hiding his pole in the bushes along the harbor wall. 
CPO Whitchurch retrieved the hidden fishing pole 
and the subject apologized to CPO Whitchurch for 
panicking and doing what he did because he did 
not have a fishing license. The subject was issued 
a citation for unlawful fishing without a valid sport 
fishing subject. 
CPO Whitchurch was on patrol at Lake Michigan 
when he observed a subject unlawfully snagging 
during closed season. When CPO walked up to 
the subject, the subject was very cordial to CPO 
Whitchurch. He continued to attempt to snag fish 
while explaining to CPO Whitchurch he had not 
had a lot of luck on that day. The subject also 
brought up the fact nobody else was snagging in 
the area which the subject thought was odd. CPO 
Whitchurch explained to the subject snagging 
season did not open until October 1st. The 
subject immediately ceased snagging and took 
responsibility for not knowing the fishing laws 
but was happy to learn that was why nobody else 
in the area was snagging. The subject was issued 
a citation for the violation. CPO Whitchurch 
was on patrol when he was flagged down by a 
Lake Michigan Harbor Security Guard because 
assistance was needed with dealing with an 
intoxicated subject who was on a docked boat 
where that person should not have been. The 
intoxicated person was located and was acting 
disorderly. CPO Whitchurch assisted Chicago 
Police with getting the person and the person’s 
belongings off the boat and the subsequent 
arrest. 

Region 3- Captain Jim Mayes- District 11 
Sgt. Brian McReynolds
COLES COUNTY 
CPO Moody encountered two Ridge Farm men 
digging ginseng without permission from the 
landowners; several boat violations were also 

found. A citation was issued.

District 19- Sgt. John Williamson
PIATT COUNTY 
CPO Reeves received a complaint of illegal 
ginseng harvest from Allerton Park. CPO Reeves 
and CPO Wright were able to find the address 
of the violator from a license plate that was 
reported by one of the volunteer workers. After 
interviewing the man he turned over the ginseng 
and received multiple citations.
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Cottrell and CPOT Sanford located three 
subjects squirrel hunting in the Harry “Babe” 
Woodard SNA. Numerous violations were detected 
including: Citation- Unplugged Shotgun Citation- 
No valid Hunting License Citation- Uncased Bow 
Written Warning- No habitat stamp Written 
Warning- No windshield card.
CPO Cottrell and CPOT Sanford received a 
trespassing complaint from the 2015 deer 
season. During the course of the investigation 
we uncovered two untagged, unconfirmed deer 
from the 2015 Deer Season. The individual 
responsible was issued a citation for failure 
to immediately tag deer upon harvest. The 
individual was also issued warnings for other 
assorted violations.

Region 5- Captain Jamie Maul- District 9- 
Sgt. Mark Wagner
ADAMS COUNTY 
CPO Blakeley responded to a complaint along 
the Mississippi River South of Quincy. Three 
subjects went fishing and took a .22 rifle with 
them. After unloading the fishing equipment, 
one subject walked over the levee and shot a 
deer multiple times. None of the subjects had a 
valid Firearm Owners Identification. CPO Myers 
taught the basics hunting laws in an hour long 
presentation to a Hunter Safety Course at the 
Transitions Building in Quincy.

District 13- Sgt Eric Manker
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Tapley and CPOT Knop received a call 
about dove hunters hunting too close to Carlyle 
Lake. Tapley and Knop went to the area which 
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was just after the end of hunting hours. As they 
were walking towards the hunting field several 
shots were heard. Two of the hunters admitted to 
shooting at doves after the end of hunting hours 
and were issued citations.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
CPO Tapley was called to Coffeen Lake in 
reference to a truck and trailer under water. The 
driver of the truck had set the parking brake but 
had forgotten to put the truck in “Park” as he was 
about to load his boat. No one was injured and 
the Hillsboro Fire Department Dive Team came 
to assist the tow company with locating and 
removing the vehicle. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Ray received an anonymous call informing 
him of three individuals waterfowl hunting, 
taking Wood Ducks during closed season. CPO 
Charles was near the area and contacted to 
assist with the complaint. The hunters stated 
they had only duck hunted a few times and were 
not very good at identifying ducks. They thought 
all the ducks they were shooting at were Teal. 
They guys across the field started yelling and 
cursing at them, and told them to stop shooting 
Wood Ducks. One hunter stated he was the only 
one to kill a duck and he thought it was a teal 
when he shot it. They utilized their phones and 
later identified the duck as a Wood Duck. He got 
nervous and tossed the Wood Duck in the weeds. 
The subjects received citations for hunting on 
railroad property without permission and written 
warnings for attempting to take Wood Ducks 

during closed season. One hunter was issued a citation for taking a Wood Duck 
during closed season and hunting without permission of Illinois Railroad. 
CPO Ray arrested a subject on Beaver Lake at Peabody River King for short 
fish and over the legal creel limit. The subject attempted to avoid CPO Ray by 
changing course of travel in his watercraft from the center of the lake to the 
far bank. The subject was reluctant to stop when CPO Ray approached his 
watercraft. The subject had a fire extinguisher which was manufactured in 1971 
and was not operational. The subject stated he did not catch or keep any fish 
today. The subject had 4 largemouth bass in his cooler and the legal creel limit at 
the park is 3. The minimum length for largemouth bass is 15“. The largest of the 
4 bass was 13 ½” and the smallest was 8 ½”.

Region 5- Captain Tim Daiber- District 14- Sgt. Jeff Cariens
HAMILTON COUNTY 
Two hunters charged by CPO Schoenhoff were fined for violations committed 
during the deer gun season in 2015. An Oklahoma hunter paid $1,484.00 and 
received 24 months suspension from guilty verdicts on charges of unlawful 
take of a Whitetail deer and possession of another’s deer permit. A Louisiana 
hunter pleaded guilty for unlawfully loaning the permit and he was fined $942.00 
and received 24 months supervision. The buck antlers were forfeited to the 
Department. 
CPO Lay issued a citation to a hunter who was hunting teal on Rend Lake for the 
use of an unplugged shotgun. 

District 4- Sgt. Kris Taylor
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Mohrman assisted the Desoto Police Department and Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Office with a manhunt. The manhunt was initiated for two unknown 
subjects who burglarized a rural Jackson County residence and were observed by 
the homeowner running into a wooded area. Taken 
from the residence were several loaded firearms 
and small electronics. A K-9 unit was used to track 
the subjects but once nightfall came the search was 
called off without locating the burglars.

Police . . . continued
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by Roland Cheek
www.RolandCheek.com

 Here’s a Christmas gift idea for the 
outdoors person in your life: a can of  bear 
spray deterrent. There can no longer be any 
question: bear spray, used properly can and 
most often will drive an aggressive bear away.
 What does “used properly” mean?
 Like all aerosols, the spray works best 
when the can is held in the upright position 
while in use. (Whether such geometric 
nicety is always achievable while being 
batted around by a grizzly bear may require 
a modicum of additional analysis.)
 Elemental, of course, is that one must 
use the spray only while the bear is near 
enough to be affected. This means mere 
feet instead of football fields away. 
  Also there must be no wind. Or it must 
be blowing or drifting to the bear. Although 
if a nasty grizzly is in full charge, making 
any sort of cool appraisal of wind direction 
seems hollow advice to me.
 Don’t panic: like did the lady who 
heard something snuffling around her camp 
during the night and emptied her can of 
Counter Assault inside the tent! Posterity 
has not disclosed whether the bear was 
frightened away. But there’s reliable 
evidence it was some time before the lady 
cared one way or the other.
 What sort of information is out that 
bear spray works? 
 The best: actual encounters. Here are 
a few excerpts from incidents reported in 
Glacier Park:
•  “1986 (Grizzly) Self Defense. Began 

spraying at 18 ft. Bear cont. to 10 ft. Sow 
appeared to attempt to avoid spray & 
circle to right. Aimed at her for a “crucial 
couple of seconds” before can emptied. 
Bear woofed a couple of times. All bears 
disappeared.

•  “1993 (Grizzly) Self Defense. A charge 
deferred by spray. Sprayed direct hit on 
face & head.  It retreated.

•  “1993 (Grizzly) Self Defense. Charge. 
Sprayed by person other than injury 
victim. Bear retreated & not seen again.

•  “1994 (Grizzly) Self Defense. Person 
turned & ran. Did not note bear’s 
response.

•  “1995 (Grizzly) Self Defense. Sprayed 
directly into bear’s face at 3 ft. range, 
while bear attacking another person. 
Emptied whole can. Bear’s face had 
wet appearance. Bear was growling. It 
stopped mauling & ran away.”

 Perhaps the very best recommendation 
for carrying bear spray while traveling 
through bear country came at a recent 
meeting I attended. There, bear research 
biologists who actually do the work of 
trapping and handling bears on the ground 
discussed the efficacy of deterrents. 

When polled, every one of those bear 
experts carried a can of spray for their own 
personal protection.
 Most folks who’ve spent entire 
lifetimes amid bear country now consider 
the capsaicin spray as a safer tool to 
dissuade an aggressive grizzly than a .44 
magnum. Stopping a charging grizzly with 
a firearm requires a well-placed bullet. 

That’s a result most often achieved by a 
calm person trained in weapons handling. 
Stopping that same bear with a canister 
of spray may require nothing more than 
putting out a cone of spray the bear will 
run into. 
 If experts put their faith in spray, why 
shouldn’t we?

“I have written 18 books, Buy them online at ebay.com. Check out my 2 blogs: 
Campfire Culture is devoted to outdoors adventure & Mountain Musing 

humorous random thoughts.” RolandCheek.com
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Chain Reaction with Kirby Schupp
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Vehicle Title & License Services • Vehicle Sticker Renewals
Fishing & Hunting Licenses • Propane & Ice • Groceries

Household Items • Personal Products • Outdoor Items • Kid Toys
Party Items • Seasonal Items

 The typical exchange for goods 
has an implied rule that the item and 
any contents are as represented and 
assumed to be serviceable. As the date 
from production fades into history, the 
thought arises that the item might have 
been in need of repair or had some natural 
maintenance due to expected wear; just 
the same way as brakes could have been 
overhauled in a vehicle after 5 years. 
The quality of effort and parts exchange 
ideally would be as a restoration near to 
new, but the lack of proper outcome may 
not be readily apparent at the moment 
of purchase. Sometimes the available 
replacements may be similar in quality 
and one choice is more attractively priced, 

so there may be a prudent and budgetary 
parts choice. If budget cost factors are 
primary, quality may take a back seat - 
especially if disposal is imminent, so 
anything to fill the space might be used 
to send it down the road.
 Repair personnel are presumed to 
know something of the quality of parts 
being replaced by suitable equivalents, 
but there is the possibility of a 
manufacturer using an alternate supplier 
or source and failing to document 
a change of significance, such as a 
substitute in materials choice or process. 
Lack of consistency will negatively 
affect the end product and create loss 
of confidence for the customer, but may 

have the issue conflicted by either a 
poor installation with rapid demise, or 
some time passing before the part fails. 
In either of those cases, the installer 
might be unfairly blamed even though 
the part failure was eventually the actual 
culprit regardless of impeccable installer 
expertise.

 This image of a broken firing pin 
has arrows indicating unusual metal 
deformity that may be due to low grade 
steel and/or lack of proper hardening. 
There was uncertainty of identifying as 
an original factory part or replacement or 
even repair shop single production. Some 
visual cues hint at repetitive machine 
processes, but the level of metal upset 
throws suspicion on at least the material 
and final hardening choices. The yellow 
arrow indicates more metal upset at the 
rear edge, but this is to be expected due 
to the hammer strike throwing the pin 

forward for energetic impact against the 
retaining pin during dry fire. The red arrow 
points out that the return spring and pin 
rebound was able to make a similar level 
of deformity without apparent stout input 
like the hammer impact. Better grade 
materials would have less deformity 
occurrence in similar use: almost non-
existent at the red arrow, and modest 
levels at the yellow, mainly due to the 
aforementioned hammer impact. This 
is why some guns have poor dry-fire 
resistance - in this particular design a 
large raised burr may cause drag inside 
the firing pin hole and slow the impact to 
the point of misfire, or possibly jam the 
pin forward to potentially cause slam-
fire. As it was, the tip broke prematurely 
with consequent loss of ignition, and this 
seems to be primarily due to materials 
choices. Some design alterations could 
reduce the deformity potential, but 
even major upgrades of the parts fitting 
would not make up for the chosen lack 
of suitable material strength. Consider 
that the best tires mounted on rusty or 
deformed wheels may fail to hold air due 
to no fault of the tire construction.
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 This second image shows a v-spring 
that lost tension due to fracturing and is 
barely still in one piece. The second part of 
the image shows that subject spring next 
to a spring “blank” intended to be altered 
into a suitable replacement. The original 
spring does not appear to be factory (a 
bit crude in the fit and shaping) and was 
evidently made from another variant that 
eventually failed. The crack originating at 
the tab corner might have had the crude 
work of shaping etc. contribute to making 
the tab corner a stress point and become 
an opportunity in waiting. The polish 
scratches are across the spring material 
rather than ideally down the length, as a 
crack may happen to follow a scratch, as 

EAST CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ ARCHERY PRO SHOP
HUGE CROSSBOW SELECTION ... GO SEE THE PRO’S WITH THE BOWS!

QUANTITY, QUALITY, SERVICE & PRICE
“Thank you for your past and future support. Good hunting ... Think safety!”

1040 W. Bloomington Road • Champaign, IL

217.359.1920 • HuntersHaven.net
INDOOR 20 YARD 8-LANE RANGE • PSE • BEAR • ALPINE • LIMBSAVOR

this split appears to have done. Removal 
of heavy scratches and uneven surface 
and corner features reduce the possibility 
of crack development in flat springs, 
and even wire springs with a scratch or 
other surface deformity or cut can have 
shortened life and breakage.

 This particular image shows 2 
uncommon defects caused by or during 
some simple procedure meant to enhance 
the trigger mechanism for the owner. The 
first spot indicated by the left arrow is of 
2 opposing dents or squeeze deformities 
from application of something like a 
clamp or vise-grip to the end of that pin. 
With a bit of careful work, that part could 
be salvaged or modified enough to assure 
no binding of the release lever pivoting 
action and avoid any loss of reliability 
for this defense shotgun. There was 
some improper assembly seen, as well, 

and can be spotted just below the arrow 
on the right, where the arm extending 
back from the release lever is set above 
the tip located just below the end of the 
arm. The arm is supposed to have the tip 
located above the arm for proper function, 
because the arm lifts that tip in the 
process of unlocking the slide. If that arm 
is above the tip rather than the tip above 
the arm, the trigger can never be safely 
disconnected (as required) while the 
mechanism is in any condition other than 
fully closed and locked. The pump locking 
function has been disabled and might be 
seen by some with little knowledge as an 
easy way to speed the operation of the 
mechanism, but this is as foolhardy as 
removing brakes on a car to lighten it for 
faster acceleration.
 The second arrow has an unusual 
condition indicated, pointing to a crack 
that should be impossible to occur, except 
when installing and not getting the hole 
over the sleeve and into place properly. 
Something is used to pound on the end to 
force the carrier onto the sleeve - but the 
force hits the outer edge and that offset 

BUY/SELL/TRADE 
New and Used Outdoor Gear

12716 W. Farmington Rd.
Hanna City, IL 61536.

Colton Cranford
309-678-1991

www.flywayoutdoors.org

impact flexes and cracks the spring-
hard metal. The only thing worse is to 
not then take responsibility and replace 
the fractured item, but some believe in 
getting away with error and fail to notify 
the owner of a mistake that would be 
easier to conceal by replacement than to 
count on remaining hidden. If not the fault 
of the worker, the owner would have been 
informed of the problem and optioned to 
have the cracked part replaced, but the 
owner evidently was not informed.
 Those problems in the trigger 
mechanism were but a hint of the 
shortcomings that the owner had already 
noticed when first handling the shotgun 
after those “specialty” reworks and 
additions were completed. That shop 
had been posting videos of “amazing” 
upgrades and for the low-information 
shooter expecting the truth from a 
proclaimed “expert”, the letdown was 
quite severe. These articles are intended 
to improve the chances of understanding 
situations that may arise and provide 
facts that work in the reader’s favor.
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STORM® 360GT SEARCHBAIT™ COVERS MORE 
WATER, UNCOVERS MORE FISH
MINNETONKA, Minn. (January 1, 2017)  - 
Stingy fish staying hidden? Tie on a search par-
ty. Throw ‘em the Storm® 360GT Searchbait™, 
an ultra-versatile new bait the world’s most 
respected professional anglers trust to deliver 
strike after strike in nearly any scenario. 
 “A searchbait is a lure designed to be 
retrieved horizontally, imparting fish-attract-
ing action over a large area in which fish 
have many places to hide,” explains legend-
ary Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame angler Al 
Lindner. “You basically cast and retrieve the 
bait to cover lots of water and when you find 
fish, it allows you to slow down your presen-
tation to make the most of your opportunities. 
That’s what fishing a searchbait is all about.”
 Once rigged, the Storm 360GT Searchbait 
didn’t take long to earn a top shelf in Lindner’s 
tackle box, proving its searching stripes and liv-
ing up to the promise “GT” provides in its name. 
 “This is truly a ‘Go To’ bait,” Lindner says. 
“This is the closest thing that I could think of 
to what you’d call a universal bait. Fish love it. 
Love it, love it!”
 Expert and novice anglers alike will love it too.
 “I’m always looking for a searchbait that 
I can throw out there that looks realistic and 
can cover a lot of water,” says Jacob Wheeler, 
winner of FLW’s 2012 championship tourna-

ment. “The 360GT Searchbait does just that 
with an amazing, lifelike action. It’s crazy — 
this bait is in a league all its own.”
 1999 Bassmaster Classic Champ Davy 
Hite agrees.
 “This swimbait will catch every fish that 
swims all over the world,” says Hite, a two-
time Bassmaster Angler of the Year.
 Creating the ultimate illusion of natural 
movement, the 360GT Searchbait pairs a life-
like, single-ball rattling jig head with a realistic, 
phthalate-free soft body with 3D holographic 
eyes and a toe-in boot tail that elicits incredible 
action at any retrieve speed.
 “The boot tail design does a couple 
things,” Hite says. “First, it makes the bait vi-
brate — so the fish can feel it in the water. 
Second, its slim tail going to the boot makes 
the bait move side to side, just like a fish trying 
to propel through the water.”

Additional features include:
•  An exclusive VMC® Coastal Black™ hook 

with an extended “leg” on the line-tie fur-
ther enhances the bait’s action.

•  A 60° hook angle on the jig ensures the bait 
swims in the perfect position, increasing an-
gler’s odds of a successful hook-up.

•  Entrance and exit holes clearly marked on the 

soft bait’s body make it easy to rig correctly.
 Ease of use will ensure this bait becomes 
the go-to choice for anglers of all skill levels. 
 “There’s no need to make it pause and jump 
at things,” Lindner says. “The idea is to cast it out 
and turn the reel handle — that’s it.” 
 Not only are 360GT Searchbaits affordable, 
but anglers don’t need high-end rods and reels 
to catch fish with them. “Anybody can fish it 
with any type fishing equipment that you want 
to throw,” Hite says. “You can fish this bait on 
spinning tackle, baitcasting, open-faced, closed-
face…it really doesn’t matter.”
 Just be sure to throw it in all directions 
until those stingy fish show themselves. “Ba-
sically, cast it in any direction — 360 degrees 
around where you’re standing,” says Storm 
360GT Searchbait development lead Mark 
Fisher, explaining more inspiration for the 
bait’s name.
 According to Wheeler, the 360GT Searchbait 
should give him an advantage this season in the 
Bassmaster Elite Series, in which he will compete 
on diverse fisheries from Florida to New York.
 “It’s a bait that’s going to work in many 
different applications and in many different sit-
uations,” he says. “And that’s something that 
makes it so unique. It’s a bait that flat-out catches 

‘em, no matter what you’re doing.”
 The 360GT Searchbait is available in 
11 color patterns: Chartreuse Ice, Gaga, Her-
ring, Houdini, Hot Olive, Marilyn, Pearl Ice, 
Smokin’ Ghost, Smelt, Tru Blue and Volunteer. 
It’s available in three sizes: 3-1/2 inches, 1/8 
ounce; 4-1/2 inches, 1/4 ounce; 5-1/2 inches, 
3/8 ounce. Each size comes in a handy pack-
age containing one pre-rigged bait and two 
extra bodies.
 “This bait and jig head were all made to 
be one package — the perfect lure to catch 
everything that swims,” Hite says. “When 
you’re ready to cover more water and uncover 
more fish, tie on a Storm 360GT Searchbait 
and start searchin’. Throw it anywhere. Catch 
fish everywhere!”

Suggested retail pricing for the Storm 360GT 
Searbait is as follows:
3-1/2 inch model: $4.99.
4-1/2 inch model: $5.49
5-1/2 inch model: $5.99

For more information on Storm’s latest innova-
tion, visit www.Storm360GT.com.
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Revel In the True Beauty of Nature
Big Horse Vineyards is sure to be a favorite destination for our guests.  We offer you a chance to
 enjoy a great day in a scenic country setting. You will be able to enjoy some great wines while 

taking in the scenery off our huge deck overlooking the vineyard, lake and the Horse Park.
11603 N County Hwy 9 Lewistown, IL • www.bighorsevineyards.com

(309) 412-5239
Office Hours: Monday - Closed, Tuesday- 9am-1pm, Wednesday- 9am-5pm, 

Thursday- 9am-5pm, Friday- 9am-5pm, Saturday- 11am-6pm, Sunday- 11am-6pm.

A NEW SEASON DAWNS: ICE 
FISHING DEVILS LAKE, ND
By: Devils Lake Convention & Visitors Bureau
 Anglers will soon begin their annual 
return to the surface of Devils Lake, the lake 
made famous by so many happy anglers.  In 
fact, the popular Perch Patrol guide service 
kicks into high gear Monday, Dec. 16.  
 Zippy Dahl of the Perch Patrol said, 
“We’re really looking forward to a good 
year.”  He based his assessment on the 
fact that the fall walleye fishing was 
“phenomenal, and remember, last winter 
Mother Nature dictated her terms, and we 
missed one-third of the ice season,” he said. 
“All those perch are bigger and fatter this 
season.”  Last year, lots of good-size 9 to 11 
inch perch were hauled through the ice.  That 
perch year-class will now be 11 to 13 inches.
 Everybody wants to know about 
ice conditions, and even though a huge 
snow storm whipped across Devils Lake 
and most of North Dakota a week ago, 
the main lake was open, and didn’t start 
freezing until a few days ago.  “Ice grows 
fast, about an inch a day when temps are 

below zero,” Dahl said.  “I expect we will 
live up to our reputation as one of the top 
ice spots in the country.”
  A recent survey by the respected 
authority on all things ice fishing, Target 
Walleye/Ice, surveyed their email 
subscribers, asking opinions on best ice 
fishing destinations.  Devils Lake was 
ranked second, which is an amazing 
statistic, based on all the ice fishermen in 
the states to the east.  When asked what 
the Perch Patrol’s 32 to 38 daily clients 
say about Devils Lake, Dahl offered these 
statements:
  “We love multi-species.  We come for 
the perch, but walleyes add weight to the 
cooler.”
 “There is so much water; we never 
feel crowded.”
  We like the run and gun approach; 
being mobile; finding fish; and learning 
new tactics.”
  At the recent St. Paul Ice Show, the 

Devils Lake Tourism folks were present 
with a booth.  These were the most 
common things they heard:
  “We head to Devils Lake annually.  
It’s the best place to catch a limit of fish.”
  “This is our place now.”  (After fishing 
many other top spots, anglers return 
every year, many making several trips of 
hundreds of miles.)
  “We love the free year-round fish 
cleaning station.”
  “Biggest perch ever!”
  Zippy and the Perch Patrol can be 
reached at 701-351-3474 or perchpatrol.
com.  Their 10 guides still have a few days 
open in January and February.  
 The website 
devilslakend.com 
features up-to-
date reports with 
emphasis on the 
current fishing 
activity and ice 
conditions.  It 
is also loaded 
with info about 
guides, resorts, 
lodging, casino, 
r e s t a u r a n t s , 
ramps, fish-

cleaning stations, ice tournaments and 
community events.  Check out the pike 
de-boning video.  A helpful map serves 
as a great reference tool.  For personal 
assistance, call 701-662-4903, and talk to 
a friendly Devils Lake resident who was 
probably on Devils Lake yesterday.
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Field Hudnall Returns to the 20th Annual 
Indiana Deer, Turkey & Waterfowl Expo
By Field Hudnall
 Ever since I was a kid, I have absolutely loved 
going to Outdoor Sport Shows…and that has not 
changed even today.  It is so much fun to walk up 
and down the aisles to see all the new hunting, 
and outdoor gear offered to sportsmen.  There is 
no substitute for being able to talk and learn from 
manufacturers’ representatives, owners, and 
designers of some of the most innovative gear 
in the outdoor industry and outfitters from across 
the globe.  
 I absolutely love attending hunting 
shows, especially the Indiana Deer, Turkey 
and Waterfowl Expo held each February at the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds. I will be appearing 
at the Expo on the Big Tine Seminar Stage and 
I’d like to invite you to attend my seminar “The 
4 Rules of Waterfowl Hunting”.
 Since I was 8 years old I’ve been completely 
in love with hunting and the outdoors.  In fact, 
I was so obsessed, I dedicated my life to the 
outdoor industry and I’ve been blessed by the 
good Lord himself to be able to make it my full-
time job. With my love of the outdoors, came 
my love of waterfowl hunting. All I wanted to 
do was waterfowl hunt every day for the rest 
of my life. While I don’t get to hunt every day, I 

do get to work with waterfowl hunting related 
products and ideas every day.
 Seminars should be fun, entertaining 
open-ended discussions about topics we all 
love.  I can assure you I am a firm believer 
that seminars should NOT be an hour-long 
infomercial to try to persuade you to buy a 
specific product.  My seminars will contain lots 
of valuable information that Expo visitors can 
apply to their hunts to have greater success.   I 
will cover in detail “The 4 Rules of Waterfowl 
Hunting that can make you successful every 
time you hunt”.  Sound crazy?   I promise you 
it’s not. 
 What are the 4 Rules, you may be 
wondering?   Well, you must wait and learn 
them at the 20th Annual Indiana Deer, Turkey 
and Waterfowl Expo.  But I will give you a little 
background about how I developed these 4 
Rules.  I’ve been blessed to be able to live a life 
surrounded by waterfowl hunting.  At a young 
age, I discovered I had a talent for blowing a 
duck and goose call and started blowing in Duck 
and Goose Calling competitions. Since I started 
calling in the 2000s, I have competed in 106 
Duck and Goose calling competitions and have 

won or placed in the top five 95 times out of 106.  
Those wins include 2 Time World Goose Calling 
Champion, 2 Time International Goose Calling 
Champion, World Live Duck Calling Champion, 
World Open Goose Calling Champion, and many 
other National and Regional competitions. I 
don’t recite these titles to brag or boast 
because I can assure you nobody can make a 
living in calling competitions. It did, however, 
open doors and opportunities for me to move 
into other parts of the industry.  
 Over the years, I’ve built and tuned 
thousands of duck and goose calls. I went to 
school for video production and have produced, 
videoed and edited Hunting DVDs, Instructional 
DVDs, field produced TV shows for several 
networks and outdoor companies.  In addition, 
I’ve worked on product development for decoy 
companies and clothing companies.  I am 
currently a host for Ducks Unlimited Television 
and I am also the owner of Field Proven Calls.  
My jobs over the years allowed me to shoot 
waterfowl in over 30 states and 5 Canadian 
Provinces.  Again, I don’t tell you this to brag but 
just as a background on where these 4 Rules 
come from.  I have been fortunate to hunt with 

some of the best 
waterfowl hunters 
and I’ve learned 
so much from 
many people.  No 
matter where I’ve 
traveled or what 
kind of waterfowl 
species I’ve 
chased, there are 
4 common Rules 
that are always 
present.  If a 
person can master 
and implement 
these 4 Rules 
daily, they can be successful!  So, come on out 
to the 2017 Indiana Deer, Turkey and Waterfowl 
expo and let’s talk waterfowl.
 The 2017 20th Annual Indiana Deer, 
Turkey and Waterfowl Expo will be held at 
the Indiana State Fairgrounds, February 23 – 
26. From viewing the award-winning Hoosier 
Record Book Trophy Deer, to the youth archery 
range, it’s sure to be a hit for everyone. 
There will be presentations by the Hoosier 
Tree Dog Alliance, gun dog demonstrations 
and more. With the opportunity to Ask the 
Pros, visit Waterfowl Flyway, and attend the 
Big Tine Hunting Seminar Series, you are 
sure to walk away with some new tips and 
techniques. For more information, visit http://
indianadeerandturkeyexpo.com.

Fred Hudnall 2017
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MINNESOTA  MEMOIRS
           

          By Dave Evans

EXPLORE MINNESOTA TOURISM – 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
State of Minnesota
Media contact: Alyssa Hayes (Ebel), (O) 
651-757-1857, (C) 651-276-8738, alyssa.
ebel@state.mn.us, @ExploreMN_PR

8 Things to Do in Minnesota This 
Winter - Explore Minnesota Shares 
Seasonal Statewide Travel Tips

ST. PAUL, Minn.– To celebrate the wonder 
of winter, Explore Minnesota, the state’s 
tourism promotion office, is highlighting 
things to do across the state this season. 
Minnesota is a winter haven for outdoor 
activities, arts and entertainment, food 
and drink, and seasonal festivals. Explore 

Minnesota is also inspiring travelers with 
the fourth-annual Checkpoint MN Winter 
Scavenger Hunt, a Minnesota Slopes 
Sweepstakes and this new winter travel 
video. Travelers near and far can get out 
and embrace winter with these unique 
activities found #OnlyinMN

1. Explore the Trails
 Minnesota is home to thousands of 
trails groomed for cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing, snowmobiling and fat 
biking. In fact, Minnesota’s cross-country 
ski trails offer more miles of skiing than 
a trek from St. Paul to Los Angeles, and 

there are 22,000 miles of groomed trails 
for snowmobiling. Minnesota trails 
provide breathtaking views of our state’s 
wilderness, lakes and rivers. Visitors can 
stay up-to-date with weekly winter trail 
conditions at exploreminnesota.com to 
plan their own Minnesota snowfari.

2. Attend a Winter Festival
 From a free walkthrough holiday light 
display on the shores of Lake Superior 
(Bentleyville, Duluth) to the inaugural 
Great Northern festival (encompassing a 
combined 152 year old Winter Carnival, 
U.S. Pond Hockey Championships and City 
of Lakes Loppet Ski Festival in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul), German-inspired fun 
(BockFest, New Ulm) and ice fishing 
festivals that reel in 10,000+ attendees, 
visitors will find a way to weather winter 
and can sign up for weekly event updates 
at exploreminnesota.com/events.

3. Try a Unique Winter Activity
 Winter-hardy folks who live in and 
venture to Minnesota stay active and 

KICKAPOO CREEK SUPPLY
BUYER OF RAW FURS & SQUIRREL TAILS

Selling complete line of trapping supplies:
Lures • Baits • Traps • Fur Handling Equipment 

Snares • Hip Boots • Chest Waders • AND MORE
WE SHIP UPS

“FUR BUYER”
COMPLETE HIDE TANNING SERVICE

CALL: 309.446.3137
6815 N. McIntyre Road • Brimfield, IL 61517

embrace the season with open, down 
coat-covered arms. With endless outdoor 
activities that include ice fishing, world-
class dog sledding, snowshoeing, skiing, 
kiteboarding, curling, winter biking and 
more, travelers have no excuse not to try a 
new Minnesota winter activity.

4. Explore the Great Indoors
 Minnesota is a mecca for tax-free 
shopping, museums, renowned theater, 
music and art centers, which make the 
state home to one of the most vibrant arts 
scenes in the country. Wind down by raising 
a glass of Minnesota’s award-winning craft 
beverages. With more than 100 breweries 
statewide, 50+ wineries and a dozen 
distilleries, visitors can sip, sample and stay 
cozy. Minnesota’s excellent eateries and 
luxury lodging properties offer travelers a 
winter retreat. Exploreminnesota.com lists 
and links to 1,000+ restaurants and 750+ 
lodging properties.

5. Stay Warm with Minnesota Sports
 Escape the cold for excitement 

Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

Hard to Find . . . Easy to Deal with, worth the Hunt!
BEST BANG FOR YOUR BUCK!
Over 35 years experience!

GUNS GALORE
GUN SALES

Sig Arms & Most Other Major Brands
CENTRAL ILLINOIS GUN HEADQUARTERS

217.732.3871
Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 & Saturday 10 - 4

1203 Woodlawn Rd. • Lincoln, IL 62656 • On Old Rt. 66 • Rt. 10 & 121
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Minnesota ... continued
inside state-of-the-art sports facilities. 
Minnesota pro teams to watch during 
the winter include the Minnesota 
Vikings at the newly minted U.S. Bank 
Stadium, Minnesota Wild and Minnesota 
Timberwolves. Collegiate and amateur 
sports are also an exciting way to spend 
time watching athletes compete in 
multiple sports ranging from football to 
gymnastics. Minnesota is a destination 
for sports events of all sizes.

6. Hit the Slopes
 Minnesota offers some of the highest 
hills in the Midwest and affordable 
adventure close to home. From bunny hills 
to expert thrills, there are opportunities 
across the state. Explore Minnesota and 
the Minnesota Ski Areas Association offer 
information on weekly ski conditions, 
destinations and more. Travelers can learn 
more and also enter the Minnesota Slopes 
Sweepstakes to win great prizes like lift 
tickets, rentals or getaway packages at 
exploreminnesota.com/slopes.

7. Be Part of the Checpoint MN Winter 
Scavenger Hunt, Dec 15 – Feb 12,2017
 Explore Minnesota and Monopoint 

CHECK US OUT - WE’RE #2!
Separation Lake on the lower portion of the English River System was ranked #2 

of the 15 Hot Spots from 4 Providences. “Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.” 
Finishing well ahead of all high dollar fly-in camps. 
By Outdoor Canada Fishing/2005 Jake MacDonald.
Fishing & Hunting Lodge Packages:

Full American Plan, VIP Cottages, Light housekeeping, 12 campground sites 
with private access to the water.

Moose, Deer, Bear, Grouse & Waterfowl Hunting Packages

SEPARATION LAKE LODGE
Box 499 • Carthage, IL 62321

Winter Phone: 217.357.3069 • Summer Phone: 807.224.4537
www.separationlake.com

MENTION THIS AD AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT!

Drive, boat or 
fly in . . . it’s your 

choice! Only lodge on 
the lake! Excellent 
fishing all season!

Northwestern Ontario, Canada
Trophy Canada Fishing At Its Best!

Media will launch the fourth-annual 
statewide winter scavenger hunt, 
“Checkpoint MN,” this Thursday, Dec. 
15. The event features 10 iconic travel 
destinations that highlight things to do 
this season. The scavenger hunt runs 
Dec.15, 2016, through Feb. 12, 2017, 
aiming to entice thousands of Minnesota 
travelers over the course of eight weeks 
with more than $40,000 in prizes. The 10 
checkpoints will be announced via media 
advisory on Dec. 15 and at CheckpointMN.
com, where travelers can find a map of the 
checkpoints, complete prize descriptions, 
rules and sponsorship details, participant 
photos, and travel information about each 
checkpoint destination.

8. Share Seasonal Sights on Social 
Media Using #onlyinMN
 Research shows people seek travel 
ideas from their social networks. Tag your 
photos and get realtime travel inspiration 
this season by using Explore Minnesota’s 
statewide travel hashtag, #OnlyinMN. 
The popular hashtag has generated more 
than 500,000 uses to date.
 With abundant winter activity, 
Minnesota is an iconic U.S. winter 
vacation destination,” said John 

Edman, director/CEO of Explore 
Minnesota. “From winter trails and 
slopes, to wacky festivals, cozy 
coffee shops, great restaurants and 
lodging, there are thousands of ways 
to explore all of the unique things to 
see and do #OnlyinMN this season.”
 Travelers and residents are 
encouraged to share seasonal finds with 
#OnlyinMN at @exploreminn on Twitter 
and Pinterest, or @exploreminnesota 
on Instagram and Facebook. Explore 
Minnesota regularly features user-
generated photos tagged #OnlyinMN. 
Explore Minnesota experts can help plan 
trips at 888-VISITMN, or via live chat or 
email, by visiting exploreminnesota.com. 

About Explore Minnesota 
 As the state’s tourism promotion 
office, Explore Minnesota pursues an 
entrepreneurial approach, leveraging the 
state’s tourism investment with increased 
involvement by the private sector. A 
council of representatives from the state’s 
tourism industry strongly connects Explore 
Minnesota with tourism businesses and 
organizations. Tourism is a $13.6 billion 
industry in Minnesota, and a key sector 
of the state’s economy. The leisure and 

hospitality industry—a major provider 
of tourism services—employs more than 
254,000 workers, representing 11 percent 
of Minnesota’s private sector employment. 
Leisure and hospitality also generates 17 
percent of the state’s sales tax revenues. 
Minnesota welcomes nearly 70 million 
domestic and international travelers 
annually.

Frank Boley of Germantown 
Hills with a 11 point Knox 

County  buck shot on opening 
day of firearms season



January 2017 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” 63

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”

2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution

Tyson Woolridge,
Certified Gunsmith

Full Service Shop
Repair

Reconditioning
Cleaning

Galesburg, Illinois

309-368-2798
twgunworks@yahoo.com 

PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk

Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!

Hunters in Illinois Harvest Preliminary Total of 
79,429 Deer During Seven-Day Firearm Season

County 2016 
First 

Season

2016 
Second 
Season

2016 
Total

2015 
Total

Adams 1642 716 2358 2398

Alexander 283 138 421 554

Bond 390 181 571 677

Boone 87 34 121 127

Brown 645 322 967 1089

Bureau 704 294 998 1129

Calhoun 482 310 792 956

Carroll 529 218 747 782

Cass 475 208 683 759

Champaign 165 63 228 217

Christian 420 188 608 612

Clark 715 283 998 1070

Clay 784 305 1089 1096

Clinton 457 169 626 616

Coles 388 161 549 564

Crawford 656 294 950 964

Cumber-
land

494 214 708 724

DeKalb 79 60 139 127

DeWitt 192 143 335 389

Douglas 105 33 138 151

Edgar 387 179 566 637

Edwards 282 130 412 462

Effingham 589 217 806 872

Fayette 1050 451 1501 1661

Ford 72 52 124 136

Franklin 807 458 1265 1350

Fulton 1344 666 2010 2166

Gallatin 296 172 468 518

Greene 660 395 1055 1187

Grundy 214 86 300 360

Hamilton 786 380 1166 1181

Hancock 1079 559 1638 1816

Hardin 605 284 889 1000

Henderson 372 149 521 560

Henry 404 188 592 748

Iroquois 326 190 516 557

Jackson 1562 681 2243 2368

Jasper 675 294 969 944

Jefferson 1276 599 1875 2114

Jersey 444 225 669 663

JoDaviess 1306 556 1862 2133

Johnson 1166 473 1639 1736

Kane 18 12 30 30

Kankakee 125 79 204 195

Kendall 67 34 101 85

Knox 820 376 1196 1332

Lake 5 0 5 4

LaSalle 537 216 753 844

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Hunters harvested a 
preliminary total of 79,429 deer during the 
seven-day Illinois Firearm Deer Season 
that closed on Sunday, Dec. 4. That figure 
compares to the final total of 86,847 deer 
harvested during the seven days of the 
firearm season in 2015. 
 The preliminary harvest for the 
second segment of the firearm season on 
Dec. 1-4 totaled 24,977, compared with 
28,977 during the second season in 2015.  
The preliminary harvest total for the first 
segment of firearm season on Nov. 18-
20 was 54,452 deer, compared with the 
57,870 deer taken by hunters during the 

first season in 2015. 
 Deer hunting opportunities remain 
available in Illinois this late fall/early 
winter:
•  The Illinois Muzzleloader-only Season is 

this weekend, Dec. 9-11. 
•  The Late-Winter Antlerless-Only Season 

and CWD Deer Season first segments 
(in designated counties only) will be 
Dec. 29, 2016 through Jan. 1, 2017. 

•  The second segments of the Late-
Winter Antlerless-Only and CWD Deer 
Seasons (in designated counties only) 
will be Jan. 13-15, 2017. 

•  Archery Deer Season continues through 

Jan. 15, 2017. 
 Details on the Late-Winter and 
CWD seasons are available on the IDNR 
website at: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
hunting/Documents/Late-WinterSHAHunt
ingPermitInformation.pdf
  For more deer hunting information, 
visit: https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
hunting/Pages/DeerHunting.aspx
 A table of preliminary Firearm Deer 
Season harvest numbers for 2016, broken 
down by county and compared with 2015, 
is below.

Lawrence 375 208 583 655

Lee 359 151 510 623

Livingston 293 130 423 427

Logan 256 101 357 427

Macon 170 81 251 262

Macoupin 967 433 1400 1545

Madison 444 178 622 736

Marion 1051 401 1452 1552

Marshall 382 170 552 611

Mason 305 133 438 491

Massac 367 220 587 671

McDonough 597 251 848 836

McHenry 168 126 294 321

McLean 363 153 516 607

Menard 238 130 368 398

Mercer 605 261 866 900

Monroe 704 217 921 958

Montgomery 551 218 769 924

Morgan 508 266 774 792

Moultrie 134 67 201 218

Ogle 538 253 791 937

Peoria 639 322 961 1106

Perry 814 396 1210 1345

Piatt 75 36 111 98

Pike 1346 763 2109 2213

Pope 1096 333 1429 1626

Pulaski 281 133 414 534
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December 29, 2016 – January 1, 2017
First segment of late-winter antlerless 

and CWD deer hunting seasons
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/DeerHunting.aspx

January 8, 2017
Pheasant, quail and partridge seasons 

close, North Zone.
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/UplandGame.aspx

January 9, 2017
Final day of duck hunting season in 

South-Central Zone
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/WaterfowlHunting.aspx

 January 11, 2017
Deadline to apply for second lottery for 

2017 Spring Turkey Permits
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/TurkeyHunting.aspx

January 12, 2017
Final day of Canada goose hunting 

season, North Zone
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/WaterfowlHunting.aspx

 January 15, 2017
Pheasant, quail and partridge seasons 

close, South Zone
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/UplandGame.aspx

 January 13-15, 2017
Final segment of late winter antlerless 

and CWD deer seasons
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/DeerHunting.aspx

 January 14-15, 2017
Eagle Days on the Old Chain of Rocks 

Bridge, Granite City
http://greatriversgreenway.org/

eagledays/

JANUARY 2017 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

For more info: dnr.illinois.gov

Putnam 213 122 335 399

Randolph 1582 705 2287 2339

Richland 528 195 723 750

Rock Island 552 230 782 818

Saline 618 280 898 953

Sangamon 385 201 586 726

Schuyler 901 392 1293 1416

Scott 264 120 384 448

Shelby 782 303 1085 1161

Stark 136 58 194 226

St. Clair 480 181 661 755

Stephenson 597 256 853 826

Tazewell 351 164 515 555

Union 1060 497 1557 1952

Vermilion 392 189 581 649

Wabash 131 78 209 250

Warren 382 176 558 604

Washington 672 276 948 1001

Wayne 1035 539 1574 1608

White 547 284 831 852

Whiteside 390 184 574 729

Will 168 76 244 321

Williamson 1060 621 1681 1955

Winnebago 217 107 324 382

Woodford 417 177 594 699

Totals 54452 24977 79429 86847

Deer Season . . . continued  January 15, 2017
Final day of archery deer hunting season

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
Pages/DeerHunting.aspx

 January 22, 2017
Final day of the duck hunting season, 

South Zone
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/

Pages/WaterfowlHunting.aspx

 January 24, 2017
Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 

meeting, IDOT Building, Springfield, 10 am
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/INPC/Pages/

default.aspx

 January 28-29, 2017
Eagle Watch Weekend, Starved Rock 

State Park, Utica

January 31, 2017
Final day of Canada goose hunting 

seasons, Central, South Central and 
South zones

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
Pages/WaterfowlHunting.aspx
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 & SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2017 
AT THE OTTO CENTER, ARTHUR, ILLINOIS • FREE SHUTTLE SAT. FEB. 11TH

ADMISSION $5.00 FOR ADULTS WITH KIDS UNDER 12 FREE!

Held at: Otto Center • 2058 CR 1800 E, Arthur, IL • 1/2 mi. south of the 4-way stop

More info:  217-268-3820 • www.ArthurOutdoorExpo.com

ALAH Bass Fishing Team Fundraiser!

SEE EXOTIC ANIMALS!
Animals from Maple Lane Farms 

scheduled to be on hand include a 
bear, wolf, tiger or leopard & monkey.

 maplelanewildlife.com

4-$100 CIOE Gift Cards to be given away
 this year for Area Merchants

SPONSORED BY:

6th Annual

FISHING & HUNTING SEMINARS:
Friday: Mary Satterfield

Saturday: Denny Geurink & Matt Cheever
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 Spending a night in a tree house 
is one of those irresistible holdovers 
from childhood; we dream of drowsing 
off to the low drone of a zillion insects 
in the surrounding forest, waves of 
sound lifting into a crescendo and then 
slowly subsiding.  Many people call 
them katydids.  Encyclopedia Britannica: 
“Any of numerous predominantly 
nocturnal insects, related to crickets and 
grasshoppers and noted for their loud 
mating calls.” A sexual evensong, all 
those katydid body parts rubbing madly 
against each other.
 Elizabeth and Marty Canfarelli, 
decided to build Timber Ridge Outpost and 
Cabins — a scattering of log cabins and 
tree houses — pretty much smack in the 
middle of the Shawnee National Forest. 
(Elizabeth’s card reads, 37°33’52.18″N, 
88°20’17.03″W.) Largest tree house — 
sleeps six, shower, air conditioning, 
kitchen, Wi-Fi: all very luxe. Ideal for 
travelers who are beyond roughing it.
 Timber Ridge Outpost and  Cabins 
are located in Hardin County IL.  The 
U.S. Census Bureau’s most recent data 
show that Hardin County, home to the 
tree houses, had a population of 4,226 
in 2014, many of them from families 
established in these hills and hollows 
for generations. At the local school, 
Elizabeth told us, every classroom has 
at least one set of cousins, sometimes 
two. Whenever land comes up for sale, 
the U.S. government makes an offer and 
adds another piece to the puzzle that is 
280,000 acres of Shawnee Forest. There 
is not a single stoplight in Hardin County; 
traffic scarcely exists, except for the 
oversized silver trucks that move in a loop 
all day and all night, taking coal from the 
nearby mines to the river and dumping it 
into giant barges.
 The Shawnee National Forest covers 
much of the bottom tip of Illinois. The 
state is mostly flat land, except for a 
sector bordering Kentucky, where the 
earth buckles into rolling hills with 
ridges and hollows. From the top of one 
of those hills, you can see for miles, 
no major highway in sight. Only forest 

interrupted occasionally by a clearing 
with a farmhouse and a hay field. Easy 
to imagine how it would have looked 
to those early arrivals who rafted down 
the Ohio to settle this country. One of 
them, John James Audubon, had a mill 
60 miles upriver in Henderson, Kentucky. 
In 1809, he drew a Cooper’s hawk from 
these forests, and in 1813, a dickcissel. 
He might even have brushed past our 
white oak in his search for the birds 
immortalized in his masterpiece Birds 
of America. The winter of 1838 and ’39, 
the Cherokees from the Great Smoky 
Mountains paused in this hill country as 
they were pushed west, marking their 
trail with tears. 
 Those pioneering days of river 
travel are long gone, leaving behind 
rusty little towns surviving as clusters 
of antique shops. You could make a case 
for there not being a whole lot more to 
do in this neck of the woods today than 
in Audubon’s time: birding and hunting, 
fishing and hiking, and horseback riding 
on trails that move up and over and 
through the woods.
 In Abraham Lincoln’s day (he was a 
Kentucky boy before he came to Illinois), 
telling stories took the place of radio and 
television. Abe was a master of the tall tale; 
Marty Canfarelli carries on the tradition. 
Get him going on hunting licenses, bobcats, 
and road kill, or ask his wife Elizabeth about 
her hermaphrodite cat. Talking and laughing 
until your side aches.

LIFE UP IN 
THE TREES

MAX’S
COINS & FIREARMS

“SEE THE ROUND MAN FOR A SQUARE DEAL!”

GOLD & SILVER IS AT AN ALL TIME HIGH...
TURN THAT OLD JEWELRY INTO CASH!

OPEN M-F 9-5 • SAT 9-2 or by Appointment

217-774-4748
141 E. Main Street • Shelbyville, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS • 20+ YEARS OF SERVICE EXPERIENCE
Service on most Outboards, Mercruiser Sterndrives • Minnows, Fishing Equipment & More in Stock!

Trees company. This home in the sky comes with shower, air conditioning, 
and kitchen — ideal for travelers who are beyond roughing it.

 There are lakes for swimming and small car ferries that wobble across the Ohio 
River, delivering travelers to Kentucky. Across the river, tacked to a tree or a post in front 
of almost every farm was a sign announcing what was available that day: fresh bread, 
ripe tomatoes, green beans, and sweet corn. At a stall served by a shy young Amish girl 
wearing a long gray dress and a delicate, starched white cap, ears of corn were piled on 
a cart. We tested one ear by pulling back a few leaves to find a fat little worm noshing 
on the tip end. Pesticide free. We flicked the little pest off and checked to find the 
rest of the ear unblemished. At another stop, we found peaches from a local orchard.  
Peaches for breakfast in a tree house, and later sweet corn, green beans, ripe tomatoes 
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WHEN THE BOTTOM GETS GRABBY, 
CAST THE NEW RAPALA® SLAB RAP®

for dinner, and, of course, peaches again 
for dessert.
 Our tree house required climbing 20 
stair steps to the main cabin; inside was a 
ladder to a loft big enough for two queen-
size beds.  One bed is next to a tree trunk 
that moved into the room, up, and out 
again. There is a pullout sofa in the living 
room, where you can look out the window 
at a night sky slathered with stars. There 
is an illusion of rocking, created by 
the rustle of all those oak leaves in the 
slightest breeze, and maybe a little moan 
or two from creaking branches.
 Sleeping in the tree house — and 
waking early enough to watch a midnight-
blue sky turn pearl gray, then splashed 
with lavender, and finally full light laced 
with birdsong — is a delight. Still higher 
is the momentous deck just outside the 
screen door. A platform, it wraps around 
the very heart of the massive tree, placing 
you up there with the squirrels and birds 
and other tree lodgers. A singular world 
with a table for eating, chairs for reading, 
tree time. 
 For information or a free brochure 
call or click: 800-c-it-here or www.
southernmostillinois.com

X RING CUSTOM
Complete Firearms Sales & Service

508A W. Main St., • Toledo, IL 62468 • Dave Clark-Owner
Outdoor Rifle and Pistol Ranges with 25-100-200-300 yard berms

6th Annual X Ring 
Custom Coyote Competition

Friday, January 27 & Saturday, January 28, 2017
Starts at 5:00 pm Friday and ends at 7:00 pm Saturday

Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th place
Smallest and Largest Coyote • 100% Payout

GUN SHOP HOURS:
ILLINOIS CONCEALED 

CARRY CLASSES

Shooting your the best price in Central Illinois!!

Tues - Fri: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

After hours by appointment only
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

email: sales@xringcustom.com
web: www.xringcustom.com

Office: 217.849.3353

8:30 am - 5:00 pm
8-hr: $125.00 • 16-hr: $225.00

Range Fees Included
* Active Military & Veteran Discount

XRC Gift Cards 
make a great gift!

MINNETONKA, Minn. (July 1, 2016) — 
When the bottom’s almost as likely to 
grab your bait as a gamefish, a light, slow-
falling, lipless crankbait will likely get 
more bites and less hang up. That’s why 
Tony Roach has been throwing the new 
Rapala® new Slab Rap® since spring.
 “If I don’t want a bait to fall all 
the way to the bottom, the Slab Rap is 
perfect because of its slow-falling action,” 
explains Roach, an in-demand Minnesota 
guide and media personality. “The unique 
swimming action provides the bait with 
fishing versatility. It can be ripped in and 
among vegetation and also in heavy rock 
areas, without hitting bottom and getting 
hung up.”
 Retrieved with quick rod snaps in a 
lift-drop cadence, the Slab Rap vibrates 
subtly on the rise, and then searches in 
wide, erratic directions, circling back to 
the center as it drops. Its centerline tie and 
weight-forward design enables a rocking 
action to further trigger bites from fish.
 “The lure has been a huge success 
so far,” Roach says. “It works extremely 

well for smallmouth bass, walleyes and, 
in the smaller size, big crappies and jumbo 
yellow perch.” 
 The 2-inch Slab Rap weighs 1/4 ounce 
and the 1-1/2 inch model weighs 1/8 ounce. 
Each lure comes armed with two No. 12 
VMC® Black Nickel Round Bend Hooks 
and are available in 10 color patterns: 
Chrome, Chrome Blue, Gold Chrome, Glow 
Hot Perch, Glow Tiger, Green Tiger UV, 
Glow Yellow Perch, Orange Tiger UV, Pink 
Clown, Pink Tiger UV.
 Roach casts Slab Raps around 
shallow rock piles and around vegetation. 
“It works excellent when you’ve got a little 
bit of cover on the bottom, whether you’re 
casting into weeds or a little bit of grass 
mixed in with the rocks,” he says. 
 When fish are fired up and feeding 
actively, Roach often prefers faster sinking 
baits like Rapala Rippin’ Raps® or Jigging 
Raps®. However, due to their weight, the 
lures make a lot of bottom contact, which is 
why the Slab Rap is often a better option.
 “The Slab Rap complements a Rippin’ 
Rap and Jigging Rap bite, because it has a 

West IL Rt. 16
Shelbyville, IL 217.774.5050

OPEN HOUSE!
MARCH 3 & 4, 2017

(FRIDAY & SATURDAY)

Lowe Stinger Camo 175

Lowe Stinger 175

2017 LOWE STINGERS IN STOCK!

www.SixteenMarine.com

different fall rate, but triggers bites with a 
similar action,” Roach explains. “Most of 
the time, the fish hit it on the fall and stay 
hooked.”
 Roach prefers a slower fall rate 
in “cooler water temps, a cold front or 
earlier in the morning when fish are not as 
aggressive.”
 The new Rapala Slab Rap is also great 
for hard water angling. “Using the Slab Rap, 
I started catching fish this winter almost 
immediately, and then it just carried over 
into the open water season,” Roach says.

Suggested retail price: $6.99

 For more information visit www.
Rapala.com. And, be sure to check out 
Facebook.com/RapalaUSA for the latest 
tips and tricks to take your angling acumen 
to the next level.
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Helping Birds 
Weather Winter
By Jim Parrott

 Now that the Christmas season is 
over you may have more time for other 
interests. A great winter activity is 
watching our winter birds. Survival is not 
always easy for wild things and birds are 
no exception.
 In winter the days are shorter, 
natural foods may be in short supply, 
water supplies may be frozen over and it 
may be extremely cold. For these reasons 
wild birds are always on the look out for 

new food and water sources, the easier 
the better. Hence, bird feeders can 
make a big difference, especially during 
severe weather.
 Seeds high in fat and calories are 
the best. Consider sunflower seeds, 
safflower seed, peanuts and of course 
suet. Always get in the habit of looking 
at labels. Fat and protein amount may 
be listed on the ingredients label. For 
birds, the more the better.

 Cardinals love black oil, striped 
sunflower and safflow-er seed. 
Chickadees and tufted titmice like 
sunflower and peanuts. Woodpeckers 
and nuthatches go crazy over suet cakes 
made with beef fat. Our ground feeding 
juncos will enjoy a little white millet 
scattered on the ground.
 Of course birds need to drink and 
bath even in freezing weather. Bathing 
increases the insulating value of their 
feathers. Open water is needed also to 
wash down the seed they eat,. Eating 
snow will lower the core temperature 

Welcome to the 
ASO BIRD SECTION

7323 N Radnor Rd, Peoria
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun Noon-4

www.wbu.com/peoria
690-3232

of a bird, so a heated birdbath or a bird 
bath heater fills this need.
 So fill your feeders and birdbaths 
and sit back and enjoy the show!

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

GET YOUR BEST PRICES 
AT DISCOUNT SALES!

DISCOUNT SALES COMPANY
309-543-9163

discountsale@casscomm.com
Matanza Beach • Halfway Between Havana & Bath, IL on Rt. 78
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 In November 2016, The Trumpeter 
Swan Society sponsored its 24th Swan 
Conference.  
 One of the presentations was about 
Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, 
just north of St. Louis near West Alton, 
Missouri.  Take some time to visit this 
wonderful bird area!  This Globally 
Important Bird Area is a mecca for 
hundreds of migrating birds.  In 2014, 
Audubon designated it as Globally 
Important to trumpeter swans!
 Don’t miss the Audubon Center at 
Riverlands.  The Center embodies a unique 
partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ Rivers Project Office within its 
Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary and 
the National Audubon Society.  Riverlands 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
shared this fascinating information at the 
conference:
 Riverlands is at the confluence of 
North America’s two largest rivers the 

Mississippi and Missouri.  The Sanctuary 
is 3,700 acres of wetlands, prairie and 
river backwater managed by the Corps 
of Engineers in partnership with The 
Audubon Center at Riverlands.  The 
sanctuary provides significant stop-over 
habitat for over 300 species of migrating 
birds, including waterfowl and trumpeter 
swans.  
 Trumpeter swans first showed up at 
Riverlands in the winter of 1991-1992.  
The swans included a group of 5 cygnets 
(less than a year old) that had been 
neck collared, banded and released in 
Wisconsin earlier that year.  From those 
beginnings, Riverlands has grown to 
become an important swan overwintering 
site from early November through 
February.  It is estimated there are now 
more than 1,000 swans overwintering in 
the region.
 Visitors have lots of opportunities to 
see and learn about swans. The Corps and 

The Audubon Center 
at Riverlands work 
together to introduce 
visitors to trumpeter 
swans, their recovery 
and importance.  
Special swan 
programs are held at 
the Center during the 
overwintering season.  
There are also outreach 
programs to schools 
and local community 
groups.  Swans are 
having a positive impact 
on tourism as well. The 
regional tourism has 
partnered with Audubon and the Corps 
to provide visitors with information on 
where swan viewing opportunities are in 
the region.  

Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan Watch
 To track where the swans are, where 
they feed and roost, and how they behave, 
the US Army Corps of Engineers partners 
with The Audubon Center at Riverlands, 
St. Louis Audubon Society, and Audubon 
Society of Missouri to conduct a focused 
survey effort near the Confluence of the 

Mississippi, Missouri, and Illinois Rivers. 
Each year 20-30 volunteers donate about 
150 hours of survey time in the region 
recording the total number of swans, 
the number of cygnets, habitats where 
flocks occur, swan behavior, and to record 
any visible neck bands.  These surveys 
are done every other week from mid-
November through mid-February! 
 Since 2013, the Corps has also 
worked to compile statewide counts 
during the nationwide 3 day winter survey 
period in early January (Christmas Bird 
Count).  

THE TRUMPET CALL
Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary near
 St. Louis is a trumpeter swan winter haven
by Margaret Smith, Executive Director, The Trumpeter Swan Society.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2017
1023 College Ave. (IL Rt 29), Henry IL 61537 • 8am - 2pm

A GREAT WAY TO SPEND A SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY AT 
THE LARGEST 1 DAY DECOY SHOW IN THE COUNTRY!

Adult Admission: $5.00 • Children 12 & Under, FREE
Breakfast and Lunch Served • Snacks & Soft Drinks Available

FEATURING ILLINOIS RIVER DECOYS…
THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE SHOW!

• Antique decoys & game calls • Contemporary carvings & calls
• Wildlife art, prints & jewelry • Waterfowl hunting supplies
• Hunting & wildlife books • Old fishing gear
• Miscellaneous folk art • Waterfowl decoy books
• MDCA Representatives • Perdew Museum display
• Lakeview Museum display • Various sporting collectibles 
• Perdew-style decoy door prize

FREE DECOY & CALL APPRAISALS!
90 Display Tables • TABLES VERY LIMITED!

For more info & dealer inquires contact:
JASON BALDWIN 312-316-7484 • email: jasbebelle@comcast.net

HenryDecoyShow.com • TerraincognitaUSA.com

rumpeter swans migrate from a number of 
surrounding states to spend the winter at Riverlands 
Migratory Bird Sanctuary.  Photo by Margaret Smith
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 The real power of citizen scientist 
assistance through the Trumpeter Watch 
Program has been helping Riverlands 
better understand how swans move 
around the landscape once they start 
arriving in November. 
 During the first half of winter swan 
watchers have found Trumpeter Swans 
roosting overnight and foraging in the 
marshes at Riverlands early in the morning. 
By 9 a.m. many of the swans have moved 
out to corn fields on the Missouri side of 
the Mississippi River and they return to 
Riverlands within two hours after sunset. 
 The swans reach peak numbers 
between Christmas and the end of January. 
It’s at this time the swan watchers notice 
a shift in habitat use. Around Christmas 
time many of the wetlands begin to 
freeze up at Riverlands so the swans shift 
to Ellis Bay which is a backwater of the 
Mississippi River. The swans roost in the 
bay at night and start to shift their field 

279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

(217) 764-5678 

The-bullettrap.com

WELCOME TO 

THE BULLET TRAP!  
Experience state-of-the-art 

indoor recreational target shooting!

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now 

open for business. We carry a variety of 
firearms and accessories.  We also accept 

guns on trade and consignment. 

The Bullet Trap is available for private 
parties and special events. 

Have your Deer Hide Tanned to 
Experience Clean, Soft Quality Fur & Leather

6771 State Hwy 42/57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Call for pricing & instructions Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Central

920-743-7162  • www.yostfurdressing.com

Hair-on Deer Hides $99.00
Natural Buckskin $78.00

THE “CABIN”

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:
Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat 

Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting

Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.
You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

Trumpet call . . . continued feeding more to the Illinois side of the 
Mississippi River. Some swans have been 
seen more than 40 miles from Riverlands.

Injuries and Rehabilitation
 What happens to injured swans? 
A valuable partner in trumpeter swan 
rehabilitation is the TreeHouse Wildlife 
Center in Dow, IL.  As the swan 
overwintering population has increased, 
swans have been found after being 
mistakenly shot, ingesting lead, or striking 
overhead powerlines along with unknown 
injuries.  The Corps biologists have been 
able to retrieve many of these birds and 
turn them over to TreeHouse.  
 TreeHouse has taken in over 25 
swans, reintroducing a majority of them 
back into the wild, most of which had been 
shot or hit powerlines.  Great partners like 
TreeHouse and the Audubon Center at 
Riverlands are critical to the success of 
these conservation efforts. The US Army 
Corps of Engineers celebrates its many 
partners in the region who have made this 

ATTENTION:
Hunters in Fulton, Schuyler & Mason Counties

AFFORDABLE LODGING IN THE HEART 
OF DEER COUNTRY AT THE ...

BOOMERANG
LODGE • BAR • GRILL

ALL-IN-ONE LODGING & BAR & GRILL
104 E. Broadway • Astoria, IL

309.313.2767 • 309.329.2824

“ALW
AYS 

COM
E BACK”

a true success story.
 Thanks to Charles Deutsch and Lane 
Richter of the USACE Rivers Project Office 
and Jean Favara of the Audubon Center of 
Riverlands for sharing this information.

To learn more:
Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary: 

h t tp : / /www.mvs .usace .a rmy.m i l /
Missions/Recreation/Rivers-Project-
Off ice/River lands-Migratory-Bi rd-
Sanctuary/

Audubon Center at Riverlands: http://
mo.audubon .o rg/audubon-cente r-
riverlands

Map of Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary
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Is your pond ready for next season? 
We can help!

24TH ANNUAL

Illinois State Fairgrounds • Richard Orr Building

Feb 24, 25 & 26, 2017
7 BOAT DEALERS:
• The Boat Dock, Springfield
• Eastside Marine, Springfield
• Lake Springfield Marina, Springfield
• Hank’s Boat Sales, Raymond
• Clinton Marine, Weldon
• Victory Lane Marine, Litchfield
• B & R Marine, Taylorville

Show hours:
Friday 2pm - 9pm

Saturday 10am - 7pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

Admission:
Adults $5.00

Children
under 12 FREE

217-341-1730 • TheBoatShowInSpringfield.com

FREE PARKING!

AMERICA’S GOLD STAR FAMILIES
 America’s Gold Star Families 
partnering with the Sgt. Anthony R. Maddox 
Memorial  has sponsored the inaugural 
Fallen Heroes Tree of Honor located in the 
Illinois State Capitol. It is situated just off 
the Rotunda and will remain there through 
the first week of January.
 The Dedication Ceremony was held 
Monday, November 28  with State Senator 
Chuck Weaver served as Master of 
Ceremonies and State Senator Sam McCann 
as guest speaker. There were over 50 in 
attendance including many gold star family 
members.  At the conclusion of the ceremony 
families of the fallen placed an ornament 
bearing their hero’s information on the tree.
 The Tree of Honor is a 14’ artificial 
tree with LED lighting. Jerome and Frances  
Maddox provided fundraising in honor of 
their son Sgt. Anthony Maddox who lost 
his life in Afghanistan in July 2013. Fran 
serves as Chair Woman for the project 
and their 15-year old daughter Ambria has 
created dozens of the ornaments by hand. 
Currently the Tree of Honor displays over 
100 ornaments representing 25 states. 
There is even an ornament representing a 
casualty from the Civil War.

 Open to the public the Fallen Heroes 
Tree of Honor can be viewed Monday-
Friday from 8:00AM-5:00PM and on 
weekends 9:00AM-4:00PM.
 Friends and family members of the 
fallen are encouraged to submit information 
for their hero and since the Tree of Honor 
will be an annual event there is no deadline. 
Ornaments are made free of charge.

Ornament guidelines:
• loss of life during active duty
• MIA’s (Missing in Action) 
• representing all conflicts
• Date of birth/date of death, state
•  optional info--rank, branch of service, 

conflict, nickname, picture
•  send all ornaments with return address 

and phone number (in the event of loss 
or broken we can contact you)

 For more information contact Fran 309-
825-5121 or email AGSFTreeOfHonor@
gmail.com.
 America’s Gold Star Families is a 501c3 
that provides honor, hope and healing to 
those grieving any military loss. Visit our 
website at americasgoldstarfamilies.org.
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 Buster is an eight-year-old golden 
retriever whose antics more than justify 
his name. When the guns come up, this 
strong-willed dog goes out to watch for 
falling ducks. He used to be steady. Now he 
consistently ignores his owner’s “stay” or 
“come” commands and stubbornly fetches 
ducks for himself. 
 Millie, a seven-year-old Chessie, 
has packed on too many pounds. Though 
she was once a capable hunter, she has 
become lackluster in the field and lethargic 
everywhere else. She waddles when she 

walks-and rarely runs.
 Max has become more aggressive as 
he’s aged. The 10-year-old Lab now routinely 
tangles with any male dogs he encounters. 
When duck hunting, he refuses to honor 
other dogs’ retrieves and will sometimes 
take away their birds.
 It’s not uncommon for older dogs like 
Buster, Millie, and Max to experience an 
assortment of physical, psychological, and 
behavioral changes that suddenly limit their 
abilities in the field. This can be baffling and 
frustrating for retriever owners, who often 

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
dogbamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

• Proven Breeding Stock
• Excellent Hunting Drive
• Excellent temperament
• Health tested parents

LABRADOR PUPPIES

RETRIEVER REHAB
Restore an older dog to top retrieving form
By Wade Bourne

misjudge the causes 
of such changes and 
struggle to find ways to 
get their retrievers back 
on the right track. 
 What can you do 
when your seasoned 
duck dog suddenly 
changes for the worse? 
I posed this question to 
veterinarians Elizabeth 
Shull and Jim Burchett 
and professional dog trainer Mike Stewart. 
Their collective answer was that many older 
dogs can be physically and emotionally 
rehabilitated as well as retrained-if you go 
about it the right way. 
 Here’s their expert advice on how you 
can get your older retriever back in top form 
in time for hunting season.

Tip 1: Treat Medical Conditions First
Tip 2:  Make Sure Your Retriever Is Healthy 

and Fit
Tip 3:  Regain Control Before Retraining

Tip 1: Treat Medical Conditions First
 “As retrievers age, they face a range 
of related problems that can affect their 
temperament, companionability, and 
effectiveness as hunting dogs,” says Dr. 
Elizabeth Shull of Knoxville, Tennessee. 
“The first thing you should do if you see 
any changes in your dog’s temperament or 
personality is take him to a veterinarian 
for an examination. The vet will look for a 
medical cause for these changes before 
looking elsewhere.” Shull is a board-certified 

Photo © Patrick Coward



specialist in treating canine behavioral and 
neurological issues, and she’s also a proud 
Lab owner. 
 According to Shull, one of the biggest 
challenges older dogs face is a condition 
called canine cognitive dysfunction 
syndrome. “Depending on what survey you 
read, this senility problem may affect 20 
to 50 percent of dogs, beginning at seven 
years of age,” she explains. “The older the 
dog, the greater the risk of developing this 
disorder, which is comparable to Alzheimer’s 
disease in humans.”
 Symptoms of canine cognitive 
dysfunction syndrome may include 
confusion, disorientation, pacing, loss 
of house training, excessive barking, 
and anxiety at night. “There’s a whole 
constellation of symptoms associated with 
this disease, and every dog’s experience is 
different,” Shull says. “Dogs that develop 
this syndrome may also become more 
reclusive or more irritable.”
 To make matters worse, many 
retriever owners don’t realize that canine 
cognitive dysfunction syndrome may be the 
underlying cause of behavioral changes in 
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their dogs. “Owners frequently attribute 
human behavior to their dogs’ problems,” 
Shull explains. “They think their dogs are 
just becoming disobedient or ill-tempered. 
What they don’t realize is that many times 
this medical condition may be responsible 
for the dogs’ behavioral changes.” 
 Although there is no cure for canine 
cognitive dysfunction syndrome, there are 
several multiple-treatment options for 
managing the symptoms associated with it. 
Special diets, medicines, and supplements 
can help, and so can altering the dog’s 
environment. 
 Other late-onset medical conditions 
can also cause changes in a retriever’s 
behavior or personality. Kidney disease 
can contribute to a loss of house training. 
Hearing loss can make a dog unresponsive 
to commands. And pain or discomfort 
can make a dog irritable. Each of these 
conditions can be misinterpreted by 
owners assigning human traits such as 
laziness, stubbornness, and grumpiness to 
their dogs.
 Moreover, if an exam fails to turn up 
a medical cause, the problem could be 

psychological. “An aging dog may develop 
anxieties-noise phobias, separation 
worries, increased aggression, and so on,” 
Shull says. “There are basic therapies for 
treating these problems. Many of these 
involve gradual training regimens to replace 
undesirable behaviors with more desirable 
responses. 
 “For example, an older dog might 
become increasingly aggressive about his 
food bowl. There are therapies to teach 
the dog that the human hand is providing 
food, not taking it away. This is done in 
a gradual, systematic way. We teach the 
dog owner how to do this; then he, in turn, 
trains his dog.”
 Veterinarians and veterinary 
behaviorists can prescribe medications to 
reduce reactivity, fear, and impulsivity to 
help alleviate the dog’s anxiety and increase 
its response to behavioral modification. 
“When a dog has a behavioral problem, we 
try to figure out how to stop the triggers 
that bring on the bad behavior,” Shull says. 
“Then we apply basic therapies to make the 
behavior more acceptable and desirable.
 “One of the biggest mistakes you 

can make is to think, Oh, my dog is just 
getting old, and there’s nothing I can do 
about his problem. In fact, there are many 
things that can be done to help dogs by 
minimizing and controlling difficulties 
associated with aging.”

Tip 2: Make Sure Your Retriever Is 
Healthy and Fit
 Dr. Jim Burchett says that owners of 
older retrievers need to pay extra attention 
to the dog’s conditioning and nutritional 
needs. Burchett, a veterinarian from 
Clarksville, Tennessee, is an avid duck 
hunter who has raised and trained Labrador 
retrievers for 25 years. 
 “Hunting dogs are canine athletes, 
and their nutritional requirements are 
different from those of house pets,” 
Burchett explains. “Retrievers face tough 
physical and mental tests, and they need 
special nutrition to reach top performance. 
A good comparison would be the difference 
between diet requirements for Olympic 
athletes and for everyday people.”
 Like Millie, our hypothetical Chessie, 
many of the older retrievers Burchett sees 
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in his clinic are overweight. He says that 
as dogs age, their metabolism slows and 
they don’t burn calories like they did in 
their prime. This makes it not only easier 
for them to put on weight but harder to take 
it off. Heavy, out-of-shape retrievers are 
more lethargic and incapable of reaching 
peak performance. This is why owners of 
older retrievers should monitor their dogs’ 
weight year-round and keep extra pounds 
off through proper diet and exercise. 
 Aging retrievers should also have their 
blood tested once a year to check all organ 
functions, particularly thyroid production. 
“Hypothyroidism [low thyroid output] is the 
number one endocrine abnormality in dogs, 
and it is prevalent in retrieving breeds, 
especially Labradors,” Burchett says. “The 
thyroid controls metabolism, and low thyroid 
output causes a dog to become lethargic and 
gain weight.
 “This disease is easily controlled with 
daily thyroid supplements. Once a dog’s 
blood work returns to normal, or if it was 
normal in the first place, you can put the 
dog on a low-calorie, low-fat diet designed 
especially for weight control in older dogs. 
Combined with exercise, such a diet can get 
the dog’s weight down to a desirable level.”
 Burchett warns against rushing the 
conditioning process with older retrievers, 
and recommends starting an exercise 
program well before opening day. “Older 
dogs take longer to get into shape than 
younger dogs. If you’re going to run a half-
marathon on Saturday, you don’t start 
training on Wednesday,” he says. “You 
have to start far ahead of time with short 
workouts and build up to longer ones. It’s not 
fair to a dog if you have him in poor shape, 
and then expect him to hunt all day when the 
season opens.”
 According to Burchett, a dog’s nutritional 
needs can also change during the hunting 
season. “If you’re hunting him only three 
or four times a year, you can keep him on a 
maintenance diet with his normal food,” he 

says. “But if he’s hunting three or four days 
a week or more, you should switch to a high-
performance feed with a higher fat content. 
When a dog burns energy, he breaks down the 
fat first, so the fat percentage in a food can be 
just as important as the protein percentage.”
 Most major dog food brands offer 
performance formulas with extra calories 
and protein for active dogs like retrievers. 
Burchett recommends feeding your dog just 
as soon as he cools down after hunting. This 
will help him absorb nutrients from the food 
more easily, which can decrease recovery 
time from a long day afield. Taking a can of 
dog food to the blind can also help; a proper 
meal at lunchtime will give your retriever 
the energy he needs for the rest of the day.
 Veteran duck dogs are also susceptible 
to problems such as joint stiffness or 
soreness, says Burchett, who adds that 
keeping a retriever’s weight under control 
will put less stress on his joints. In addition, 
glucosamine supplements will help keep 
an older hunting dog’s joints lubricated and 
functioning smoothly. There are a number 
of safe pain relief medications you can 
give your dog if he returns from a hunt with 
soreness, but Burchett recommends that 
you consult with your veterinarian first.
 “The main thing is to take your dog for 
a thorough physical exam before the season 
starts,” Burchett says. “Find a vet who 
understands the demands of hunting, and 
follow his instructions for caring for your 
dog. This is the best way to keep your dog 
healthy and useful well into his old age.”

Tip 3: Regain Control Before Retraining
 Even seasoned retrievers that are 
healthy and fit can acquire bad behaviors, 
says Mike Stewart, owner of Wildrose 
Kennels in Oxford, Mississippi. Stewart is 
the trainer and caretaker of DU’s official 
mascot, Deke, and has extensive experience 
in developing retrievers to their full potential 
as gun dogs.
 “The good news is that older dogs can 
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be retrained if you make training sessions 
interesting and fun,” Stewart says. “However, 
retraining an older dog can be more difficult 
than training a young dog from the ground up. 
With a beginner, you don’t have bad habits to 
overcome; you start right out putting the good 
stuff in. But with an older dog, you usually 
have to weed out the bad habits before you 
can put the good training back in. This takes 
a lot of consistent repetition in training, and 
patience on the trainer’s part.”
 When rehabbing an older retriever, a 
trainer must reestablish what Stewart calls 
“essential behaviors.” These include basic 
commands such as sit, stay, heel, and place. 
Compliance with these commands provides 
the basic obedience needed to progress to 
more complex training concepts.
 In the case of our hypothetical dog 
Buster, for example, Stewart says a trainer 
must reestablish control over a retriever that 
has become used to hunting for himself. 
This means correcting the dog immediately-
and appropriately-when he fails to comply 
with commands. “You’ve got to stop any 
dysfunctional behavior right up front,” he 
says. “This can be a challenge with an older 
dog that’s used to getting his way. But you 
must regain control over the dog and teach 
him you’re in charge, not him.”
 Stewart recommends correcting your 

retriever at the very moment and place of 
the infraction, so the dog will associate 
his disobedience with the correction. 
Corrections should not be too harsh and 
should be used only to stop unwanted 
behaviors, says Stewart, who cautions that 
a trainer should never lose his temper when 
disciplining a dog. 
 In addition to weeding out bad habits, 
trainers should work on encouraging good 
behavior. For example, when a dog complies 
with a known command, the trainer should 
reward him with praise. This is classic 
positive reinforcement, which will help you 
replace bad habits with good ones.
 Once you reestablish control over 
an older retriever, you can retrain him 
by using the same methods you would 
use on a young dog. “You teach the dog 
to be steady. You teach him marking, 
lining, handling [responding to hand 
signals], honoring, delivering to hand, and 
other skills, all through various training 
exercises,” Stewart says.
 Repetition and consistency in training 
are essential to getting the desired 
response from your dog. “You do a drill over 
and over,” Stewart advises. “You also make 
it clear what you want and that compliance 
brings a reward, while noncompliance 
merits an immediate correction.”
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PRELIMINARY ILLINOIS 
MUZZLELOADER DEER 
SEASON RESULTS

County 2015 2016

Adams 67 105

Alexander 12 28

Bond 12 14

Boone 2 2

Brown 47 57

Bureau 46 64

Calhoun 44 46

Carroll 31 26

Cass 20 27

Champaign 11 15

Christian 16 26

Clark 47 51

Clay 26 31

Clinton 10 7

Coles 21 19

Crawford 22 27

Cumberland 17 24

DeKalb 4 2

DeWitt 17 15

Douglas 3 7

Edgar 13 19

Edwards 13 17

Effingham 15 26

Fayette 35 43

Ford 4 4

Franklin 35 60

Fulton 61 92

Gallatin 15 22

Greene 26 40

Grundy 8 13

Hamilton 28 39

Hancock 79 76

Hardin 33 44

Henderson 11 25

Henry 18 20

Iroquois 23 32

Jackson 48 68

Jasper 37 29

Jefferson 56 84

Jersey 13 16

JoDaviess 46 84

Johnson 42 45

Kane 0 1

Kankakee 9 13

Kendall 4 5

Knox 31 52

LaSalle 12 34

Lawrence 16 37

Lee 17 33

Livingston 12 16

Logan 15 19

Macon 16 25

Macoupin 45 49

Madison 8 33

Marion 32 51

Marshall 6 26

Mason 12 15

Massac 24 23

McDonough 28 37

McHenry 11 10

McLean 21 25

Menard 13 31

Mercer 25 31

Monroe 11 22

Montgomery 20 19

Morgan 17 22

Moultrie 8 9

Ogle 19 41

Peoria 30 37

Perry 50 40

Piatt 5 6

Pike 117 158

Pope 43 48

Pulaski 25 18

Putnam 5 19

Randolph 53 88

Richland 13 29

Rock Island 23 39

Saline 20 37

Sangamon 33 40

Schuyler 48 50

Scott 11 12

Shelby 26 36

Stark 9 9

St. Clair 17 13

Stephenson 11 17

Tazewell 11 14

Union 62 63

Vermilion 23 46

Wabash 7 19

Warren 18 29

Washington 19 35

Wayne 46 46

White 29 37

Whiteside 14 31

Will 16 31

Williamson 27 45

Winnebago 10 13

Woodford 16 22

Totals 2403 3297
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 From frozen salt spray and divers on the 
Atlantic Ocean to airboat rides in tropical 
temperatures for Pacific Flyway ducks and 
geese, the following five hunts represent the 
extreme conditions hunters can find while 
pursuing waterfowl in North America.

Layout Boats and Diving Ducks on the 
Great Lakes
 Peter Wyckoff started hunting diving 
ducks in the Great Lakes to extend the number 
of opportunities during Michigan’s waterfowl 
season. As it turns out, decoying redheads, 
bluebills, canvasbacks and long-tailed ducks 

from a layout boat on Lake Huron, Lake Erie 
and Lake St. Claire has become his favorite 
way to hunt ducks.
 “The reward doesn’t come without 
some risk,” says Wyckoff, who works in 
Ducks Unlimited’s Great Lakes/Atlantic 
Region office in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
“You’re hunting sometimes two to three 
miles offshore in three-foot waves from 
a boat that has most of your body below 
lake level, and the weather can change for 
the worse in no time. You can’t ignore the 
danger of it all.”
 Safety precautions take shape in the form 
of specially-designed layout boats with cowling 
that gives precious inches of extra freeboard 
to keep water out, as well as standard items 

5 Extreme North American 
Waterfowl Hunts
If waterfowling adventure is what you’re after, 
here’s your list

WATERFOWL 2017

By John Pollmann

including life jackets, flares and a tender boat 
equipped with a marine radio.
 “The conditions are extreme, for sure, 
but there is nothing like the thrill of seeing 
those divers right off the end of the layout 
boat. The excitement level is so high,” says 
Wyckoff. “It’s an experience like no other.”

Body-Booting on the Susquehanna Flats
 Expansive beds of submerged wild 
celery and widgeon grass have long attracted 
ducks and geese to the Susquehanna Flats 
on the upper end of the Chesapeake Bay. 

It is an area steeped in tradition and home 
to one of the more extreme methods of 
waterfowl hunting in North America – body 
booting.
 Wearing a survival suit and standing 
in water anywhere from knee- to chest-
deep, decoy carver and long-time body 
booting enthusiast Charles Jobes says the 
initial reaction to the experience can be 
overwhelming.
 “There you are, standing behind your 
stick-up on a tidal flat sometimes a mile or 
two out in the water and all you can really 
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see are the decoys on the water. It is a 
humbling experience,” says Jobes.
 Besides standing in near-freezing 
water for hours on end, Jobes believes that 
many hunters struggle with shouldering 
and swinging their shotguns at decoying 
mallards, black ducks and Canada geese.
 “The survival suits have become less 
bulky, but the picking up the gun off the rack 
on the stick-up is different than picking up a 
gun from the floor of a blind or whatever,” 
says Jobes, who has been body booting for 
close to 50 years. “Then you have the added 
resistance created by water pressure; it all 
makes it more difficult to get on a bird. But it 
is still just a neat way to hunt. Body booting 
on the Flats, you’ll see and experience stuff 
like never before.”

Late-Season Eiders on the Atlantic
 January is not the most opportune time 
to run a boat out into the Atlantic Ocean off 
the coast of Rhode Island, explains Captain 
Brian Rhodes with the Swampers Guide 
Service, but if a hunter wants a chance to 
harvest a prime drake common eider it’s the 
right time and the right place to get it done.
 “The hunting conditions are very difficult. 
The extreme cold and wind and waves and 
freezing salt water spray – the experience 
is a real challenge for hunters and it’s really 

hard on gear, but you have to go where the 
birds want to be,” says Rhodes. “There is 
an excitement to the hunt and a sense of 
tradition that make it worth all of the effort.”
 Perhaps the most difficult aspect of the 
hunt, Rhodes says, is actually making a shot 
on an eider or any of the other diving duck 
species that visit the rig.
 “I always tell people that are planning 
to hunt out here for the first time to imagine 
getting on a carnival ride and trying to shoot 
trap,” says Rhodes. “On the ocean, your 
shooting platform is in constant motion and 
so are the birds. But there’s no place I’d 
rather hunt ducks. I love it out there.”

Mexican Brant and Cinnamon Teal
 While cutting his teeth as a hunter in 
Mississippi, 80-degree weather during the 
waterfowl season typically meant empty skies 
and quiet decoy spreads, says Ramsey Russell 
of Get Ducks wing-shooting adventures, but 
those warm temperatures are the norm while 
shooting limits of Pacific black brant geese 
along the Mexican coastline.
 An airboat ride begins a typical morning 
for the brant hunts, which take place along 
the eastern shore of the Sea of Cortez, where 
the geese congregate to feed on massive 
beds of eel grass, their primary food source.
 “These birds start their migration up in 

the Arctic with stops in Alaska and 
along the Pacific coast, but they 
may only stop and stay in one area 
or bay for a day before taking off 
and moving south,” says Russell. 
“Hunters who target these birds 
tend to be ‘all in’ on brant. They are 
the textbook example of a die-hard, 
extreme hunter and are deeply invested in 
the experience, and they come to Mexico 
because it is where the geese provide the 
most consistent hunting opportunities.”
 In addition to brant, Russell says that 
this area of Mexico provides hunters the 
opportunity to bag prime drake specimens of 
blue-winged, green-winged and cinnamon 
teal, which are decoyed over freshwater ponds 
often in the center of large agricultural fields.
 “And it can happen all at once,” says 
Russell. “I’ve seen hunters shoot three 
times into a mixed flock of teal and drop one 
of each species. Crazy things happen.”

Alaskan King Eiders
 Perhaps the most extreme waterfowl 
hunt in North America takes place on the 
waters of the Bering Sea, where hunters 
target hardy king eiders in conditions that 
border on unbelievable.
 “From launching the boats off the beach 
into big breakers to dealing with the ice that 

builds on hunters, guns and other gear, this 
is probably the toughest hunting you can 
find,” explains Charlie Barberini, a guide with 
Aleutian Island Waterfowlers. “Then on top 
of that you’re trying to shoot a fast-moving 
duck while bobbing up and down in a small 
boat; it’s not uncommon to shoot a box or 
more of shells to get one bird.”
 The hunting heats up in this land of 
cold, snow and ice off the coast of Alaska 
when King eiders begin to stage on the 
open sea, typically starting at the end of 
December and running through January. 
Hunts take place along points and reefs 
where the ducks will fly in to feed on 
mussels and small crabs.
 “This can still be up to a mile off-shore 
in some places,” Barberini says. “There you 
are, hunting off an island in the middle of 
the Bering Sea, surrounded by the beauty of 
Alaska; it is so different than anything else 
you can experience as a duck hunter.”

Photo © Michael Furtman
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Understanding Waterfowl: 
The Flyways
For Almost 70 Years, this system has been the basis 
for waterfowl management in the United States
By Dale D. Humburg
 Over the years, I’ve shot a few banded 
ducks and geese, reported the band 
numbers, and looked forward to finding 
out where the birds were captured and 
how long they’d lived. I’ve also enjoyed 
speculating on the birds’ travels between 
banding and recovery. This has offered 
me a sense of where I sit in my small 
corner of the waterfowl world. It’s easy, 
however, to take the information derived 
from waterfowl banding for granted. The 
millions of ducks and geese banded over 
the past century, along with the thousands 
of birds recovered each year, have 
provided the foundation for understanding 
waterfowl biology and the underpinnings 
of waterfowl management by “flyways.”  
 Flyways can be defined two ways. 
One is biological, defined by the birds 
themselves. The other is administrative, 
developed almost 70 years ago to guide 
the management of waterfowl harvests 
and the conservation of the birds’ habitats. 
These definitions are not mutually exclusive. 
Although we tend to think of flyways in 
terms of annual hunting regulations, without 
a solid grounding in waterfowl biology the 
system wouldn’t be scientifically sound.

A Biological Foundation
 Frederick C. Lincoln is considered 
the father of the flyway management 
system. In his 1935 publication The 
Waterfowl Flyways of North America, 
he wrote, “Conservationists now know 
that the birds have a strong attachment 
for their ancestral flyways...” His use of 
banding and recovery locations lent data-
based credibility to general observations 
made earlier in the century on waterfowl 
migration. Lincoln was careful to make a 
distinction between migration routes—
the individual lanes of travel—and 
flyways, which encompass many migration 
routes that together define a geographic 
area connecting breeding, migration, and 
wintering areas. He acknowledged that 
flyways cannot be sharply delineated, 
especially across the broad expanses of 
the northern breeding grounds. South 

of about 45 degrees latitude, however, 
biological flyways become more distinct 
as waterfowl funnel through primary fall 
migration and wintering habitats.
 During the mid-1960s, Frank C. 
Bellrose of the Illinois Natural History 
Survey further refined our understanding of 
the waterfowl flyways. Bellrose used the 
significant increase in available banding 
data along with observations from aircraft, 
radar, and state waterfowl surveys to define 
“flight corridors,” which were more specific 
than flyways. Bellrose also defined the 
flight corridors used by various waterfowl 
species groups, including dabbling ducks 
and diving ducks as well as Canada geese 
and snow geese, based on their particular 
migratory affiliations. 

Managing Waterfowl by Flyways
 Efforts to manage waterfowl by 
geographic regions began in the mid-
1940s. Obviously, ducks and geese do 
not perceive state borders; however, the 
biological flyways roughly correspond 
to these political boundaries. The four 
administrative flyways, including the 
Atlantic, Mississippi, Central, and Pacific, 
were recognized by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) in 1947. The 
flyway system would provide a way 
to more effectively manage harvest 
regulations nationally based on waterfowl 
populations, harvests, and the number of 
hunters in each of these four regions.   
 Shortly after the USFWS defined the 
flyways, states began to become more 
involved in waterfowl management, 
especially in regard to harvest 
regulations, surveys, and research. After 
World War II, states made great use of 
federal funding through the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration (Pittman-Robertson) 
Act of 1937 to increase their science and 
habitat management capacities. This set 
the stage for more coordinated waterfowl 
management between the states and the 
federal government. 
 There was quite a whirlwind of 
waterfowl management activity during this 
formative period. Within just a few years, 
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a formal policy framework establishing 
the flyway management system was 
advanced through a resolution in 1951 by 
the International Association of Game, 
Fish, and Conservation Commissioners. 
Less than a year later, flyway councils 
were established in all four flyways, and 
a national flyway council was formed 
to coordinate management across the 
flyways. In addition, the USFWS appointed 
representatives to serve as liaisons with 
the flyway councils. Later, technical or 
study committees were formed to advise 
the flyway councils and to help ensure that 
the best available science was applied 
in waterfowl management. In the book 
Flyways, former USFWS Director John S. 
Gottschalk was quoted as saying, “The 
flyway councils... were formulated for 
the express purpose of better waterfowl 
management. Next to the Migratory 
Bird Treaties, their creation is the most 
significant step that has ever been taken 
in waterfowl management.”
 Early on, Canadian provinces also 
saw value in the flyway collaboration 
and developed working relationships 
with the states most affiliated with their 
geography and waterfowl populations. 
Harvest management is the exception—

separate processes for regulating 
waterfowl harvests exist in each country. 
However, this international cooperation 
has been essential in maintaining long-
term banding and survey efforts crucial to 
waterfowl management.

Each Flyway Is Different
 Creation of the flyway system 
standardized harvest management and 
enabled research and survey coordination 
to advance. Today, the same general 
regulations apply to all states or portions 
of states within a flyway. Although this 
process is consistent across the nation, 
each flyway is unique in its geography, 
hunter numbers, harvest, hunting culture, 
species affiliations, and waterfowl habitats. 
 The 17 states that make up the 
Atlantic Flyway span from Maine to 
Florida. This flyway is home to about 
20 percent of U.S. waterfowl hunters, 
10 to 15 percent of the total U.S. duck 
harvest, and 15 to 25 percent of the 
total U.S. goose harvest. The Mississippi 
Flyway includes 14 states stretching from 
Minnesota to Michigan in the north and 
Louisiana to Alabama in the south. Nearly 
half the nation’s waterfowl hunters live 
in the Mississippi Flyway. Thus, it’s no 

surprise that 40 to 50 percent of the U.S 
duck harvest and 30 to 40 percent of the 
U.S. goose harvest occur there. 
 The Central and Pacific Flyways 
represent the intersection between the 
biological and administrative aspects of 
flyways. Ten states are formally part of 
the Central Flyway, but only the portions 
of Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, and New 
Mexico east of the Continental Divide 
are included. About 20 percent of U.S. 
waterfowlers live in the Central Flyway, and 
these hunters harvest a similar proportion of 
ducks (19 percent), but a disproportionately 
large number of geese (30 percent). The 
Pacific Flyway encompasses 12 states 
(including Alaska) or portions of states 
west of the Continental Divide. About 15 
percent of the nation’s waterfowlers reside 
in this flyway, and these hunters harvest an 
average of more than 20 percent of ducks, 
but less than 15 percent of geese, in the 
United States.  

You Are Part of the Flyway System
 Much of the information used on an 
annual basis to manage North America’s 
ducks and geese comes directly from 
waterfowl hunters. Reporting banded 
birds ensures that hunting regulations 

continue to be based on the most current 
information available. Band recovery 
data also helps to further refine our 
knowledge of flyways and migration 
corridors and track long-term changes in 
waterfowl distribution. In addition, those 
who respond to hunting and harvest 
surveys provide essential insights into the 
changing human dimensions of waterfowl 
hunting. Anyone buying a federal duck 
stamp, whether for hunting or for other 
reasons, contributes directly to wetlands 
and waterfowl conservation. 

Visit www.ducks.org
Dale Humburg is Ducks Unlimited’s senior 
science advisor.
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 I have been fishing for over 40 years 
in both fresh and salt water across North 
America and 7 different countries.  I was 
raised fishing and my father literally had 
me in the boat at 3 years old.  I love 
fishing for anything with fins but my 
recent adventure was something I never 
expected.  Swordfish can be confused 
with Marlin, and/or Sailfish and they are 
neither.  They range in the same waters 
but the swordfish is one and to itself.
      They are found in the Atlantic, Pacific 
and Indian oceans and sometimes cold 
waters, including the Mediterranean 
Sea, the Sea of Marmara, the Black Sea, 
and the Sea of Azov. They are highly 
migratory, moving to warmer waters 
in the winter and cooler waters in the 
summer. They feed on squid, octopus, 
bluefish and mackerel from the surface 
all the way down to about 2,000 feet. An 
incredible fish and on a lot of big game 
anglers bucket list, this is not a fish that 
you “luck into” You need the fortitude, the 
equipment and most importantly someone 

who knows how and where to do it.  So 
with that being said, here is my story.
     The last several years I have been 
fishing with Captain Bernie Frueh who 
operates Bite Me Sport Fishing out 
of Venice, Louisiana. We have caught 
numerous species of big fish together, 
including, redfish, snappers, grouper, 
sharks, tuna and the list goes on.  On 
this recent trip he proceeded to tell me 
of his new passion which is fishing for 
swordfish.  The mysterious fish was a 
bucket list fish for me and honestly one 
of those I was not really sure I was ever 
going to have the opportunity to pursue.  
After a conversation over dinner one 
night, Bernie assured me, it was not 
only possible but we were going to do it!  

SWORDFISH
The battle of survival vs. will

Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com

So the next morning we left 
Venice Marina and headed out 
into the Gulf of Mexico.  About 
25 miles off shore to a rim 
area that dropped off to 1400’ 
deep, which was a lot of water 
between me and the bottom!  
     Anyway our set up consisted 
of a Tuna Rod spooled with 130 
Pound Sufix Performance braid 
as the main line, a 250 pound 
wind sufix Invisaline leader, 
250 pound VMC barrel swivel, 
8 foot 400 pound invisaline 
leader to avoid chaffing from 
a monster fish and finally a 
VMC 10/0 dyna cut hook. Than 
you tie a 24” squid onto the 
hook.  Yes I said tie it!  Thread 
the hook through and then tie 
it down so it’s secure from a 
big sword slashing at the bait.  
So in other words, not your 
average crappie set up! Now, 
you need to get that bait down 
1400’ where these big fish live. 
See how we did it on YOUTUBE: 
https://youtu.be/33_ASDI7gD8 
when you have the chance.  

HOOK & HUNT TV.COM
PHONE: 309.336.9181

Email: jim@hookandhunttv.com

1-888-309-NORD (6673)
(309) 663-5151
1716 E Hamilton Rd

Bloomington, IL 61704
OPEN Mon-Fri 8-5:30 & Sat. 8-3

www.NordPower.com
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     We hooked up rather quickly and the 
fight was on.  The Tuna rod bent over 
hard and the power was incredible.  This 
is not a fish that makes hard runs.  But 
a methodical creature that seems to 
counter your every move. As time went 
on, I would get the false satisfaction 
of 30-50 yards of line I had gained by 
reeling, only to have it all pulled back 
out and then some.  This went on for 
over two hours!  I can tell you all about 
it and until you do it, you won’t grasp the 
incredible experience and frustration that 
battling a swordfish encompasses.  No 
it’s not like Muskie fishing, or fishing for 
catfish, or even white Sturgeon, it’s like 
hooking onto a semi-truck that slowly 
pills away no matter what you think you 
can do about it.  I actually had the leader 
inside the reel 5 times and the stubborn 
fish pulled it back out and then some.  
Finally when the fish came boat side, we 
all freked out!  A 2.5 hour fight and we 
finally saw the fish, the last 30 seconds of 
the fight. It took three of us to haul it into 
the boat and being 10 feet long and over 
200 pounds, it was simply by the grace of 
God we did it!  Swordfish are incredible to 
eat.  The fish weighed in at 207 pounds, 

was one of the biggest ever caught out of 
Venice Marina and came home with me in 
well over a 150 pounds of steaks!
     Fishing with Capt. Bernie of Bite Me 
Sport fishing is always an incredible 
adventure.  He captains a 29’ Triton with 
great equipment and quite simply is one of 
the best if not the best captain I have ever 
fished with.  A great sense of humor and 
truly loves his job, he even has an electric 
reel on board for people who might not be 
able to handle the strain of fishing deep 
for big fish. He has fantastic packages 
that include lodging, meals, fishing and 
even cleaning and packaging of your 
catch.  Flat out the guy knows what he is 
doing and will fill your freezer.  I bring a 
120 quart cooler with me every time and 
it’s been full on every occasion.  Tired of 
catching 10’ crappie or 16 inch walleye?  
You want a real challenge?  You want a 
real angling experience?  Contact Captain 
Bernie at 877-904-TUNA or find him on the 
web at www.bitemesportfishingvenice.
com this will be the adventure of your 
lifetime. 

Logan Mamer 
10 years old 

with his fits deer 
during the first 

shotgun season. 
Thanks Matt 

Mamer for 
the photos.
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Hire the “Right” 
Whitetail Consultant

HIGGY’S STAND
                 By Don Higgins

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms. 

Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.  
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!

Ask about our Pet policy. 
Park near your room to unload fast & easy. 

Ice & Soda Available!  Restaurants & entertainment nearby. 

BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:

(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV  • Refrigerator  • Microwave

Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

YOUR HOSTS: Vipul (Vic) & Vilas Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL

info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE 
SHELBYVILLE...

217-728-4314

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

 The whitetail 
hunting scene has 
changed immensely 
since the 1970s 
when I started 
hunting. Not only 

has the gear we used evolved unbelievably 
but the mind-set of today’s deer hunter 
is also far different than it was when I 
started. Back in the day, nobody would 
have thought of buying land just to deer 
hunt on and yet today that seems to be 
every hunters dream and reality for many.
 Somewhere along the way “whitetail 
consultants” got started. With each 
passing season more and more whitetail 
aficionados are offering their services to 
other deer hunters. In the interest of full-
disclosure, I want to state right here at 
the start that I also do a bit of whitetail 
consulting each year. For me it started 
several years ago with requests from a 
few readers who followed my writings 
in various hunting magazines. They were 
apparently intrigued enough by my articles 
to ask if I would be willing to visit their 
properties and offer advice. With my 

insatiable appetite for anything whitetail, 
I soon took on my first consulting gig and 
seemingly do a greater number every year.
 My experiences in this arena over the 
past decade or so has given me a unique 
view and helped me form some strong 
opinions on this subject. I am probably 
unique in that most years I turn down 
more clients than I accept as I want to 
be certain that I can really give a client 
their money’s worth. Thus, the purpose 
of this article is not to drum up more 
business for myself but instead is written 
to help potential consulting clients get 
the most for their money no matter who 
they hire. There are several really good, 
ethical whitetail consultants offering their 
services today so with a little thought and 
planning you can find and hire one that 
can help you shave years off the learning 
curve and take your deer hunting success 
to new levels.
 Notice I didn’t say hire the “best” 
consultant but instead said hire the “right” 
consultant. There really is no “best” 
consultant in business today. With the 
whitetails expansive range that includes 

so many different 
habitat types as 
well as the varied 
goals of each 
client, there is no 
single consultant 
that is the best fit 
for every situation. 
You need to find 
the one that can 
offer you the most 
help given your 
goals, your location 
and the specific 
property that you 
own/hunt. 
 To narrow 
down your choices 
you really need to 
consider a number 
of factors. I advise 
folks to start by looking at the geographic 
area that a consultant comes from. That 
will be where the lion’s share of their 
experience was gained. If your property 

is in Illinois, how practical will the advice 
be if it comes from a consultant that 
hails from Texas? Even if that consultant 
has hunted numerous times all over the 

Many serious deer hunters are now hiring consultants 
to help them get the most from their properties. 

Be sure to consider a few important factors before 
deciding on which consultant you hire.
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JAN. 14 & 15
BELLE-CLAIR EXPO

200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

JAN. 21 & 22
LINDENDALE PARK

1999 PARK HILL DRIVE, HIGHLAND, IL 

JAN. 28 & 29
ILLINOIS STATE FAIRGROUNDS

801 E. SANGAMON (4 H ROAD), SPRINGFIELD, IL

FEB. 4 & 5
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

1501 W. FAYETTE AVE. EFFINGHAM, IL 62401

FEB. 25 & 26
INTERSTATE CENTER

2301 W. MARKET ST., BLOOMINGTON, IL 61704

MARCH 4 & 5
THE PAVILION

1602 SIOUX DRIVE, MARION, IL 62959

whitetails range, spending a week or two 
each fall in an area is no substitute for 
living there for decades. 
 Different regions of the country have 
different tree, shrub and plant species 
that all factor into a good plan for a 
specific property. Nobody will know these 
types of details about a specific region 
like someone who lives there and has 
dealt with them their entire life. I know 
of situations where a consultant offered 
advice on planting specific tree species on 
sites where they will never survive. These 
mistakes cost the landowners a good deal 
of money as well as wasted time and labor. 
What makes it worse is that they were 
simply following advice that they paid for!  
In a nutshell, look for a consultant whose 
experience largely comes from a location 
similar to your own.
 Once you have narrowed down 
your list and found a small group of 
consultants to consider from your region 
of the country, it is time to look at each 
one more closely. Specifically, you need to 
look at how your ultimate goals compare 
with what the potential consultants have 
already accomplished. For example, if your 
goal is to consistently kill bucks with your 

bow that score 150” or above, how can 
you expect to get meaningful advice from 
someone who is not already doing that? 
To put it very simply, find a consultant who 
is very successful at doing what you want 
to do, not someone that is “still learning 
the ropes”.
 When considering a specific 
consultants past success you also need to 
look closely at “how” a consultant killed 
his bucks. If you are primarily a bowhunter 
and a consultant has killed many of his 
better bucks with a gun, the level of 
guidance he can offer you is probably 
not as great as a consultant who strictly 
hunts with a bow. This is not a knock 
against those who hunt with firearms but 
consistently getting mature bucks within 
20 yards of your treestand is a far different 
proposition than getting them within gun 
range. If your goal involves consistently 
killing bucks of a certain caliber with a 
bow, you would be well-advised to have 
an accomplished bowhunter doling out 
the advice. 
 You should also look closely at the 
type of properties a consultant hunts. 
If you are looking for help to make your 
40-acre property the best it can be, is a 

consultant who hunts primarily on huge 
tracts of intensely managed private land 
the best option? Probably not. In a nutshell, 
find a consultant whose success came on 
properties similar to your own.
 I caution you to not get caught up in 
a consultant’s “notoriety”. Just because 
a particular consultant is on TV or writes 
books and magazine articles does not 
mean they are the best choice for you and 
your property, although there are good 
consultants who have done all of these 
things. “Celebrity status” means nothing 
to the whitetail bucks you will be hunting 
and when you are selecting a whitetail 
consultant it should also mean nothing 
to you … unless you just want to brag to 
your buddies that “So-and-So visited my 
property”.
 In a nutshell, you want to hire a 
consultant who has already accomplished 
what you hope to and has done so on 
properties similar to yours and in the same 
geographic area. You also want one who 
will provide you with a detailed written 
plan specific to your property. Beware of 
any consultant who will go anywhere at 
any time of the year. Those are the ones 
looking to “make money” rather than 

“help others”. Luckily, there are plenty of 
good, honest ethical consultants for you 
to consider.
 Once you have decided on the 
consultant that best fits your situation, you 
need to schedule a visit. Make sure that 
your visit happens during the “right time” 
of the year. Personally, I will only visit a 
client’s property during the period from the 
end of hunting season until things green 
up in the spring. This allows me to get 
the best possible “feel” for the property. 
The lack of green vegetation allows me 
to best see deer sign and the details of 
the property. The fact that hunting season 
has just ended allows me to canvas the 
property without worry of alerting the deer 
which are residing there. This timing also 
allows the client several months to start 
implementing the plan I have designed for 
them before the next hunting season opens. 
I have lost a few potential clients because 
they called me to arrange a consulting visit 
after the spring green-up and were too 
impatient to wait until the following winter 
for me to visit. 
Prepare Your Consultant
 By the time the day of your scheduled 
consulting visit takes place, your chosen 
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Whitetail Consultant ...continued
consultant should have already seen and 
studied an aerial photo of your property. He 
should have asked you a series of questions 
regarding your property as well as the 
general area where your property lies and 
your goals as a whitetail hunter/land 
manager. In other words, your consultant 
should have done his homework and not 
just show up on your property totally blind 
to what awaits him there. 
 Do all you can to inform the consultant 
about every detail regarding your property 
and your goals long before he ever arrives. 
I always closely study aerial photos of the 
properties that I consult on as well as 
give plenty of thought to possible ideas 
before I ever step foot on a property. On 
the actual visit I am often verifying things I 
have seen on aerial photos and solidifying 
a plan I already have in mind. Other times 
I will see something totally different than I 
was expecting and scrap the preconceived 
plan to develop a better one.
 If the consultant you are hiring is more 
concerned about getting your deposit and 
getting you scheduled on his calendar 
than he is about learning as much as 
possible about your property and your 

goals, you might want to keep looking at 
other consultants.

In Summary
 The decision to hire a whitetail 
consultant is one with no right or wrong 
answer. Doing so does not mean that 
you are a bad hunter. I find that the vast 
majority of my clients are extremely 
successful in other endeavors to which 
they have devoted much of their life. I 
have consulted for professional athletes, 
major business owners, doctors, surgeons 
and other extremely talented, intelligent 
and successful people. Most are well into 
“middle age” and are slowing down a bit 
from their careers. They have become 
interested in deer hunting and they are 
trying to shorten the learning curve so 
that their success comes quicker and in 
the form of larger antlers.
 If you are one of the growing number of 
deer hunters considering hiring a whitetail 
consultant, let me sum up my best advice 
to you as you consider the right consultant 
to hire. Start by looking at consultants from 
your region of the country. Then consider 
which ones hunt on properties similar to 
yours and hunt with the same weapon 

as you. Finally, decide your specific goals 
and compare those goals with what the 
consultants you are considering has 
already accomplished. You want to find the 
consultant who has hunted extensively on 
a property similar to yours, done so in the 
same geographic region, hunts with the 
same weapon as you but whose whitetail 
hunting success has far exceeded your 
own. This is the consultant that will best be 
able to take your whitetail hunting success 
to a higher level.
 As I have stated there are a number 
of well qualified whitetail consultants 

offering their services for hire today. 
Amongst this group there are probably 
one or two that are best suited to your 
specific situation. Find them and your 
hunting success should take a big step 
in the right direction within a couple of 
years. Lastly, BEWARE! There are also a 
few snake-oil salesmen that want nothing 
more than to take your money. With a 
little bit of homework you should be able 
to separate the good from the bad and find 
the “right” consultant for you.
 Don Higgins can be reached through 
his website – www.higginsoutdoors.com

Great time at Royal Flush Hunting Lodge. 
Thanks to Howard Heatherwick for the great pictures.
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Excel Viper 
1854

Work with Experienced Duck Hunters for the 
Best Advice on Hunting boats & motors!

M&M Marine has 6-8 Excel Duck 
Hunting Boats always in stock…

FULL SERVICE CENTER
Boating Supplies • Pontoons • Flats

Fishing Hunting & Bass Boats• Runabouts
601 Main St.  • Savanna, IL 61074

email: mmmarine@grics.net

(815) 273-3545

Excel Viper 1754

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve

Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes

Mobilize Your Ice Fishing
By Kurt Beckstrom

 Dave Genz, known to hard-water 
anglers everywhere as “Mr. Ice Fishing,” has 
contributed more to the modernization of 
winter fishing than anyone else on the planet. 
He was the first to design a truly portable 
fishing shelter; he helped pioneer fish-finding 
electronics; and he developed tackle, lures 
and techniques that have made ice anglers 
much more efficient and successful.
 But by far the most valuable message 
he’s brought to ice fishing is that hard-water 
anglers should maintain their summertime 
mindset and go in search of active fish—
especially during the daylight hours. Many 
times in seminars, in print and in videos, he’s 
described his bewilderment over the number 
of anglers who are content to set up alongside 
dozens of other fishermen over known 
hotspots and simply bide time as they wait for 
the often-too-brief “evening bite.”
 It’s always better to strike off in search 
of active biters and catch fish—right now, he 
says, and the key is to plan light, pack light and 
travel light. Bring what you need and no more.
 If you take the time to analyze the terminal 
tackle you use during an average day on the ice, 
you’ll probably realize that all your go-to jigs, 
hooks, sinkers and floats would fit in a single 
pocket-size tackle tray. Likewise, look for other 
ways to pare down what you tote and you’ll be 
more apt to stay on the hunt for a hot bite.
 You may own a hard case full of ice rods, 
for example, but you’ll likely need just two 
of them on any given day—perhaps one for 
jigging and one for float fishing, or one for 
panfish and the other for predators such as 
walleyes or trout.
 When making that choice, there’s 
something to be said for the benefit a longer 
rod brings to stand-up fishing. A compact ice 
rod, however, is simply easier to transport, 
which works in favor of making the decision to 
explore new water.
 The True Blue Series combos (below) 
from Clam Outdoors are fine examples. 
They’re available in varying lengths and 
actions, and their shortened handles are not 
only comfortable in the hand, but they reduce 
total weight and make the overall package 
readily portable. And they don’t sacrifice 
fishability because the EVA foam grips and 
solid-graphite blanks provide the sensitivity 
and strength anglers require.

No doubt the 
primary reason 
ice anglers are 
often loathe 
to search 

for more productive territory is the need to 
drill a fresh set of holes. Whether you use 
a hand drill or power auger, razor-sharp 
cutting blades minimize the chore. Too often 
fishermen neglect this simple maintenance 
step and suffer for it all winter. The small cost 
it takes to have them sharpened, or replaced 
if necessary, is well worth it considering the 
number of holes you will, or would like to, bore 
during an entire season.
 If your drilling device is gas-powered, 
make sure the powerhead is tuned and ready 
as well. Otherwise you can spend more time 
yanking the starter cord than actually drilling 
holes. That may be one reason that the new-
generation lithium battery-powered augers 
are gaining popularity. The 1- or 2-pound 
weight advantage they offer is negligible, but 
their instant-on feature and minimal vibration 
certainly reduces the fatigue factor.
 Electric drills also eliminate the need 
to carry extra fuel. The 50-
volt battery that powers 
StrikeMaster’s Lithium Lazer 
Auger (below), for instance, 
will bore through better than 
1,300 inches of ice per charge. 
That’s close to 70 holes if you’re 
standing on 20 inches of ice! It’s 
something to consider if you’re 
planning to replace or upgrade 

your drilling equipment.
 When it comes to shelters, any of the 
excellent flip-over models are perfect for 
anglers on the move, particularly where 
wintertime fishing is a walk-on-only affair. But 
if the ice where you fish gets thick enough to 
support a snowmobile, ATV or pickup, there’s 
a strong case to be made for hub-style pop-
up shelters, especially if your group commonly 
consists of three or more friends or family 
members.
 When you think about it, after striking 
a pod of active fish—or perhaps winding up 
back at the communal hole just in time for the 
evening bite—the 
one- or two-angler 
flip-overs often sit 
wall-to-wall, and 
the comradeship 

Dave Genz with a massive bluegill

fishermen like to enjoy is lost.
 An ideal option for a party of anglers 
might be something like Clam’s 1660 Six Pack 
Mag Shelter. Hub-style shelters collapse in 
seconds and easily stow in a pickup bed or 
ATV trailer, and with this particular model 
(below) the 94 square-feet of floor space is 
enough for a handful of fishermen. What’s 
more, the whole group can be served by a 
single portable heater, and after dark one 
or two strategically placed lanterns, further 
decreasing the equipment load.
 According to the Gospel of Genz, making 
the most of your time on the ice requires an 
open-water mindset, and the right equipment 
simply serves to maintain that attitude. Take 
stock of your approach, so the next time the 
bite slows you’re more apt to go in pursuit of 
more cooperative fish.
 This article was produced in cooperation 
with Cabela’s. Product images courtesy of 
Cabela’s.
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 Nearly 103,000 Minnesotans purchased an archery license in 2015. The majority of 
those licenses were bought by hunters 20 and 39 years of age. The number of archery 
licenses sold to hunters over 80 years of age was 423. This group of “super agers” makes 
up less than half of one percent of the total number of license sold but it has remained 
constant for the past several years thanks to the baby boomers.
 As a baby boomer myself, I am several years into the category of the “aging” 
bowhunter. With every passing year, I notice the ever-increasing number of challenges I 
face as I prepare for the up-coming hunting season. But because todays older bowhunter 
is healthier, wealthier and enters this stage of life having already been hunting, we 
will probably continue to hunt and therefore need to 
address these following challenges.
 Waning Strength. Loss of strength seems to creeps 
up on us. Now instead of carrying two bags of groceries 
out to my truck I use the shopping cart. Even those vials 
of aspirin or vitamins are more difficult to open. But, 
resistance training can greatly improve muscle strength 
or at least keep it from deteriorating further.
 Several days a week I work out with weights and 
as hunting season grows closer I focus on my arm and 
back muscles. I keep my bow easily accessible so that 
during the day I can draw it back and hold it for at 
least 60 seconds before slowing letting it down. I do 
this throughout the hunting season because when the 
opportunity arises to loose my arrow I don’t want to be 
struggling to pull it back. As temperatures drop and I 
wear more clothing to keep me comfortable on stand, I 
make sure to practice pulling and holding my bow string 
as I continue to add clothes.   
 Flexibility. Muscles become shorter and lose 
elasticity as we age. Stretching now becomes very 
important in maintaining range of motion. Gone are 
the days when I could easily climb over fallen logs or 
maneuver around dead falls as I follow a blood trail.  If I 
need to go down on one knee to closer inspect the dried 
leaves for confirmation that I’m still on track, I now have 
to make sure there is a tree within arm’s reach ready for 
me to use in pulling myself up. Keeping my balance while 
walking the uneven terrain of my hunting property can 
also be a challenge. 
 Several times a week I will do exercises that 
pinpoint my shoulders, neck and chest as well as 
those that will stretch my hamstrings, calves, hips and 
even my ankles. For some people, yoga classes are the 
right prescription to maintain flexibility.  
 Endurance. What used to seem a short, brisk walk 
to my favorite tree stand now feels like a major trek. The 

way I’ve boosted my endurance has been 
to do it slowly but steadily. What began 
as a casual walk through my neighborhood 
has now become 3-, 4- or 5-mile power 
walk I do several times a week throughout 
the year. During the winter when streets 
become too icy to safely walk I head to 
my local mall. Their information booth can 
provide a map with the distance around 
each level already calculated for us “mall 
walkers.”    
 Fading Motivation. There is nothing 
better than to watch the woods wake up 
from a deer stand. If I’m in the right stand 
I can see the moon set in the west as 
the sun rises in the east. Few things are 
sweeter to my ears than listening to the 
dawn song of the different birds as they 
begin their day. Now when that alarm 
goes off in the morning I can think of many 
reasons to stay in bed such as:  it’s too 
windy, the afternoon will be warmer, the 

bucks aren’t moving yet, the wind is out of 
the wrong direction, I’ve got too much to 
do, etc.  
 This is the toughest challenge to 
overcome because there is no exercise 
I can do or gym I can join that will give 
me the push I need to “camo” up. Here 
is where it helps to have an enthusiastic 
hunting partner who realizes you can’t see 
deer sitting on the couch and encourages 
you to get up and moving.    
 Becoming a mentor is also a great 
way to motivate yourself. Knowing that 
you have a mentee waiting eagerly to 
learn about hunting from you can be a 
powerful force to get you afield.   How 
wonderful it would be to pass your love 
of bowhunting on to a grandchild or 
neighborhood boy/girl. Organizations like 
Becoming an Outdoors Woman, National 
Wild Turkey Federation or your local deer 
hunters group often need mentors for 
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special hunts in the spring and fall.   
 Getting a balanced workout is 
paramount to our overall health.  It is 
important to work your entire body (all 
muscle groups) not just target one area.   
I talked with John at the Oakdale, MN 
Anytime Fitness Center and he said the 
senior program offered there is the best it’s 
ever been.   He mentioned that the Silver 
Sneaker program is so affordable that 
continued regular weekly participation is 

at its peak.  These 
local seniors realize 
that it is easier to 
stay in shape than to 
get in shape.
 For those who 
would rather work out 
at home I found that 
the web site “Train 
to Hunt” has a free 
work out generator 
that allows you to 
input information on 
the length of your 
desired workout and 
areas you want to 
focus on utilizing 
specific equipment or 

not, and it will customize a program based 
on that request.  
 It is amazing on what is available 
online and just around the corner that 
allows us to remain healthy enough to 
continue bowhunting. I think 80 might be 
the new 50.         
 Until next month, don’t forget take 
your daughter, granddaughter or niece 
bowhunting.

Elaine has arrowed 3 bears since she began 
hunting them at age 80

Bob schoolman of Dunlap with a 
nice Peoria County Buck. Thanks 

to Mike O’Bryan with REMAX 
Traders Unlimited for the Photo. 
Call him at 309-687-5069 for all 

your commercial needs.
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Over 17 Models in Stock

Details at www.bedford-sales.com
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Seminars by FLW Pros

Chevy Pro Jason Przekurat 
of Stevens Point, Wis.

John Murray of 
Spring City Tenn.

Jim Saric is a Hall of Fame 
musky angler, Host of The 
Musky Hunter television 

show and editor of Musky 
Hunter Magazine.

Nick Williams of Peoria with a 
nice Banner Marsh Buck shot 

opening day of shotgun season. 
Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with 
REMAX Traders Unlimited for 

the Photo. Call him at 309-687-5069 
for all your commercial needs.
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THE OGOKI RIVER 
By Dan Gapen, Sr.
 About the Author: Dan Gapen, Sr. is a man in his mid-80s who is considered by 
many to be the nation’s top river angler. He is the author of 27 books, many on faraway 
places in South America and the northern regions of North America. Dan is also a 
tackle manufacturer, TV personality and film producer. Though he seldom mentions it 
he’s a member of three Fishing Hall of Fame organizations. Many of his river adventures 

have been printed in some of the most prestigious publications. 
    Now let’s allow Dan to tell the tale of one of his favorite rivers. 
Its not the Amazon nor the mighty Mississippi (the river he fought 
to save during much of his life.) Instead it’s a small isolated wild 
river that runs west to east through northern Ontario in Canada.
    Were you to ask me which river I love the most I would have to 
say its the 300-mile-long Ogoki bisecting the wilderness region of 
Ontario.  The Ogoki begins from lakes west of Lake Nipigon near 
the small town of Armstrong.  It increases in size as it gathers 
up waters as it heads east through a series of smaller lakes and 
joining streams.  Finally, a more meaningful character takes hold as 
it pauses at Ogoki Reservoir and finally down into Ogoki Lake.  From 
this point on the Ogoki takes on the character I love most about it.  
Having passed through her infancy and teenage years the Ogoki now 
becomes a young adult.  Black tamarack- stained waters race wildly 
across beds of black granite rock.  Lack of human touch and true 
wilderness now become the Ogoki’s true character.
    It’s now that a whirling adventure gains the feeling of aloneness 
and purity like nowhere else.  Here, you’ve left the world of modern 
man and return to your primitive roots.
    A word of caution must be inserted here.  If you aren’t a skilled 
canoeist or expert boatman - stay out!  At Harrogate Lake the 
Ogoki becomes bigger and better than you.  She’s a world of giant 
moose, ravenous wolf packs, moaning loon calls, erupting black 
ducks and giant honkers.  She also is a world where waters are 
ruled by enormous sturgeon, vicious northern pike, delicious black- 
backed walleye and colorful brook trout.  Anglers can easily catch 
and release a hundred walleye in a day, the largest often reaching 
nine pounds.  Brook trout in the two to six pound range are caught 
in monstrous white water rapids.  Pike in the 20- pound size roam 
the Ogoki’s weedy backwaters such as Esser Lake, a body of water 
two miles downstream from Harrogate Lake.
     Before venturing furthur into my tale I must tell my readers 
that there are air services 
which will carry the willing 
adventurer into this region 
of the Ogoki.  One that I use 
is Leuenberger Air out of 
Nakina, Ontario.  But, as I’ve 
mentioned the touch of man is 
basically missing at this point.
     I remember best a canoe 
trip with a young lady, 
Jane Harper of St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, 41 years ago.  
Jane was President of 
Minnesota’s Audubon Society 
and a prominent member in 
the Midwest Whitewater 
Canoe Association.  After 

Dan, Anne and Thumper
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dating for six months and hearing my tales 
of the Ogoki, Jane suggested we book 
a trip down my favorite river.  It was an 
invite I happily agreed to.  Our trip was 
booked with Malcolm Leuenberger, an air 
service which had the experience needed 
to fly our 16- foot aluminum canoe in.  On 
our flight in, my lady friend kept asking 
what class rapids we’d face.  Would it be 
class 2-3-4 or maybe class 5?
     “Jane, I don’t know what you call 
them but where I grew up on the Nipigon 
River we’d call them “not too bad but you 
may get wet” or “Ok to run but be prepared 
for anything” or “you better rope this one” 
or ‘Portage or die’ came my answers.  Jane 
pondered my answers, then giggled and 
said something which I failed to hear over 
the noise created by the aircraft’s engine.  
It sounded like “they can’t be that bad.”
It was my time to grin ------we’d see!
 We began our trip at Esser Lake.  Our 
first rapids, a class 2 according to Jane, 
started at the Ogoki’s exit at Esser.  ‘No 
Problem!’
 A half mile downstream lies a 15- 
foot vertical drop which tumbled straight 
down in a muffled thunder.  The falls was 
difficult structure to identify.  The only sign 
of the falls was a slight rumbling sound 

and a split screen appearance of the river 
channel as you approached.
 I suggested we portage.  I’d been here 
before.  My companion scoffed off the idea.  
After all was she a leading member in 
Minnesota’s Canoe Association and hadn’t 
she run all the rivers in her home state?
 OK ----- time for a lesson.  On the right 
side of the falls there was a narrow 8 -foot- 
wide, 50- degree shoot.  One problem: a 
40-foot black spruce had fallen across and 
held four feet above the rushing water.  
There was room to pass under it if you 
were careful.

 Back paddling above the shoot I 
instructed Jane to step back of her bow 
seat and kneel down.  I’d do the same 
ahead of the canoe’s rear seat.  Kneeling 
in such a position allows paddlers to bend 
forward and avoid the overhead tree 
obstruction.  In such a position the canoes 
are able to maintain proper balance needed 
to complete this dangerous maneuver.  My 
partner expressed her thought that I was 
being over -cautious, but complied.
 “Jane, as we enter the shoot drop 
your head and upper body flat on the bow 
seat.  If you don’t , I may not have a bow 
man the rest of this trip,” came my final 
instruction as I stopped back paddling and 
allowed us to launch forward.
 A moment later we were dropped 
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down and 4 seconds later rammed bow 
first into a huge boiling wave below; an 
action which completely saturated Jane in 
water.  Next, the bow catapulted skyward 
and we were through, still afloat.
 This experience silenced any 
resistance I might face from my companion 
the rest of the trip.  One quarter of a mile 
downstream from the drop produced an 
island- protected back water.  During my 
previous two trips I’d always take one or 
two big pike from it.  Still recovering from 
the water dowsing Jane agreed to make 
the first cast.
 “Jane, try a cast at the island’s right 
side, “ I instructed.  She complied and was 
instantly rewarded with a 28- pound pike.  
It would be released after photos.  It also 
happened to be Jane’s largest fish up till 
then.  Of course she wanted to keep it but, 

Canoeing the Ogoki requires setting up a 
tent each night for shelter

Jane works a nice brooktrout in an eddy 
on the downstream side of a fast rapids

Our float plane departs as we 
look over the first fast water 

down from Esser Lake



90 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” January 2017

Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
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DeanosGuideService.com
Find us on

as I explained, how would we keep it for 
the next six days?
 The next six days saw Jane and I 
catch and release tons of walleye, several 
pike over 20 pounds and numerous Brook 
trout between two and six pounds.  We 
kept only those we could eat, some trout 
and lots of walleye.
 During our 43- mile venture we 
encountered dozens of rapids; as Jane 
would describe them in class 3 - 4 -5.  A 
couple would be portaged around but 
when they become too rough roping  was 
implemented.

What is Roping?
 Roping is a method of breaching a 
rapids by bridling your canoe’s bow with two 
ropes.  One tied (the short one) under the 
bow from either side of your forward thwart, 
then a long rope tied at the short rope at 
the knee.  Then, as much of the weight in 
the canoe as possible is moved to the stern.  
Next, leading the craft backwards down 
along the rapid structure one person holds 
the long rope as the second canoeist, using 
a paddle, pushes the canoe off shore as it 
inches its way downstream.
 I remember one roaring blast of 
whitewater that Jane suggested we 
portage.  I said NO: we’d run it!  Jane said 
it looked like a class 6 which you need to 
run in a kayak.  Seeing we were testing a 
new rapids- running canoe for Alumicraft 
I wanted to put it to the test.
 Back- paddling just above the V-cut 
where most of the river flow existed at 
mainstream, I asked Jane if she was ready.  
With eyes reflecting fear and excitement 
she nodded OK and we were off.  During 

the block- long frothing rapids wave depth 
often exceeded 5 feet at times.  Having 
run this rapids on the Ogoki before I knew 
there were no canoe- busting rocks. It took 
less than 3 minutes to run the “portage 
or you die” torrent.  We ended wet and 
breathless in a huge green eddy, where 
we found a walleye on every cast.  It was 
here an eight- pounder was caught and 
released, the biggest of our trip.
 Finally, on day seven(pick-up day) we 
entered a widening of the Ogoki where 
the east and west forks joined.  Just 
before Leuenberger’s Beaver float plane 
came in we managed to collect our limits 
of walleye to take home.
 Yes, the Ogoki River is a world of black 
Spruce, canoe- busting granite boulders, 
monstrous moose, sharp-clawed lynx, 
ratcheting sand hill cranes, tail-slapping 
beaver and the yellow-eyed gray owls.  It’s 
also a river where the 
anglers’ wrist tires from 
battling too many fish and 
may well be your trip of 
a lifetime if you love the 
thrill of whitewater rapids.
 So fellow adventurers, 
if you possess the skill and 

will for such a trip call Malcolm Leuenberger 
at 807-329-5940 and book an adventure of a 
lifetime.
 Last fall, at age 83, I traveled back to 
my treasure. ‘ Bobber’ Anne and I went 
back to Harrogate Lake to hunt the Ogoki 
Black Ducks and test its fishing.  Nothing 
had changed!  Age saw to it that I’d no 
longer be able to run her rapids but the 
Harrogate pack of wolves were still there.  
Several nights they serenaded us as they 
pestered the local moose population.  The 
ducks were there and the black- backed 
walleye fought over the chance to strike 
our lures.  The air was oh so fresh and 
just being there without the modern world 
gave me strength to carry on.
 Until next time this is the Old Man- 
Dan Gapen, Sr., hoping you’ll SAVOR, 
RELAX and CHERISH our great outdoors.
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 Hunting is a sport that helps connect people.  The connections for 
hunters are made many ways.  For some hunters, it is a time to bond with 
the outdoors and reflect on life.  Other hunters use the time to connect with 
family.  Yet, others bond with friends - whether it is in the woods or at deer 
camp - after the day of hunting is done.  Some hunters are even lucky enough 
to enjoy all aspects of hunting. Hunters with disabilities, however, are forced 
to rely on their connections.  
 Illinois Wheelin Sportsman, which is a not-for-profit hunting group in 
southern Illinois, is one place that has helped hunters with disabilities.  
Steve Wallace experienced an IWS deer hunts in early November.  Steve 
was joined on the trip with good friend, Pat Golden, and the pair hunted at 
Touch of Nature outside Carbondale. 
 The hunters with disabilities are only required to provide their own 
transportation to IWS. The organization provides everything else for the 
weekend including all meals, personal assistants, crossbows, blinds and 
rides to the blinds.   One of the hunters, who had never hunted before, was 
given camouflage clothing.  
 The duo – Steve and Pat - went 
hunting Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 
Steve’s truck was able to get close enough 
to the blind, allowing Steve to not use his 
track chair to get to the blind.  They had a 
good time over the three days. They saw 
a lot of deer driving to the hunt, but they 
only saw four deer the entire weekend.  
Steve did not attempt to take a shot, 
because he did not have any clean shots.  
 Despite not getting a deer, Steve was 
able to make some connections.  He met 
many new hunters with disabilities during 
his down times.  IWS offers more than 
just time in the woods, but an opportunity 
for lasting friendships.
 Please remember when deciding 
where to make donations that there are 
many organizations that provide outdoor 
experiences for sports persons with 
disabilities.  Some Illinois ones are Central 
Illinois Accessible Hunts, Illinois Wheelin 
Sportsman, and Camp Big Sky.  I have 
experiences with all of these originations.  
 To contact CIAH you can email Steve 
Wallace at CIAH4U@gmail.com or contact 
Thane Hunt at 309-338-0990 or thane@
huntsgungetaway.com.

HUNTING CONNECTIONS
By Thane Hunt
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 After the fall hunting seasons, we 
start the inevitable push toward what’s 
next, and for anyone a shade north of the 
Mason-Dixon, that’s ice fishing. Not just 
any run-of-the-mill outing on hard water, 
but fishing on that very first layer of hard, 
clear ice.
 With fish in most parts of the country 
that have essentially been “rested” 
through much of the fall, and a renewed 
lake biology from the turnover period 
that allows most species to remain with 

bait in oxygenated shallows, you’ve got a 
recipe for fish that like to cooperate. Still, 
with the ice just forming on many lakes, 
our excitement to partake in the early ice 
bonanza is put at direct odds with the 
simple fact that no ice is completely safe, 
especially given the different variations in 
first ice often on a single body of water. 
Here’s how to maximize the early ice 
period, and stay safe doing it.

Safety First
 Hammering gamefish on first ice is the 

stuff of legends, yet it’s a tenuous subject, 
this whole “walking on water thing.”  Ice 
fish long enough and you’ll come to know 
stories of – or experience for yourself – 
some unsafe ice conditions, and quickly 
understand that it can be dangerous, even 
deadly.

 Still, there are safety precautions you 
can take that greatly enhance not just your 
survivability, but your confidence in finding 
fish, while also staying above the sheet. 
In terms of equipment, it’s a heavy-duty 
ice chisel like Rapala’s 62-inch, two-piece 
offering (above) and strong arms that 
never stop delineating safe boundaries on 
the ice you plan to walk.
 Picks are nice, but in a break-through 
emergency, a level-headed buddy and a 
rope are far more essential. That said, 
many ice deaths involve either anglers 
that can’t swim, or ones that never 
come up from the initial plunge. For that 
reason, I’m always wearing a Striker Ice 
Suit that’s incredibly functional for fishing, 
and protects me from the unthinkable. 

However, the best tool you have to avoid 
a first-ice fall-through is what’s between 
your ears.
 Conventional wisdom has it that a 
few calm nights with lows in the single 
digits will lock up all but the largest lakes, 
with most of those water bodies following 
in coming weeks of increasingly colder 
weather. Fortunately, and unfortunately, 
it’s not that easy. The bad is that daytime 
highs, fetch (length of water over which 
a given wind direction has blown), lake 
elevation, moving water, and nearby 
substrate, along with other factors, all 
have a role to play in determining when 
any lake will ice up. Those above variables 
are also the good, meaning that if we 
know the factors that inhibit lake freezing, 
we can seek out lakes that buck that trend.
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FIND ICE FIRST
By Joel Nelson

As lakes freeze and many sportsmen 
turn their attention to hunting, those 

anglers who are first on the hard 
water can often experience fantastic 

fishing. The key is to be SAFE.

Check first ice often as you step away 
from the shoreline. And it’s always a 

good idea to bring along a buddy.
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 To find safe ice first then, you must 
seek out the many small natural lakes 
and ponds that were created near glacial 
recessions. A simpler interpretation 
would be lakes that tend to be in lower-
lying areas. As cool, late-fall air sinks 
into these low, small, and wind-protected 
depressions at night, you have the perfect 
conditions to create “first ice.” Lakes 
in these locations freeze even faster if 
surrounded by heavy tree cover, have 
small fetch, are somewhat stained or have 
color to the water, and are predominantly 
mud-bottomed. Clear and rock-lined or 
rock-bottomed lakes often store and retain 
solar radiation better, making them among 
the later ones to finally form ice.

Small, shallow lakes surrounded by 
trees often ice up before larger, 

deeper windswept bodies of water.

 Lake ice conditions are highly 
localized, and often reports from bait 
shops, internet forums, and social media 
are highly unreliable as they focus on 
those larger fisheries where businesses 
that depend on them are more developed. 
It just so happens then, that tiny gems 
can hide in the shadows of these larger 
lakes, and because of their glacial origin 
are typically in areas that are littered with 
other water bodies that have good fishing 
opportunities. Quite often, I’ve been 
fishing on very safe ice for weeks while 
open water exists on larger lakes within 
a few miles of the ones I’m targeting. For 
that reason, take what the area gives you, 
rather than trying to force your way out 
onto a favorite lake that just isn’t ready.

One benefit to early ice is you don’t 
need a power auger. A sharp hand 

auger will cut holes quickly and not 
weigh you down.

Wait for 4
 I’m looking for 4 inches of hard, clear, 
measured ice that’s consistent across 
the area I’m fishing, to support my own 
weight and the weight of a small sled and 
gear that I drag out. By measured, I mean 
actually taking a tape, ruler, or marked-off 
ice scoop to physically determine the exact 
thickness. Too many first-ice-fascinated 
anglers are careless with this step, and 
over-estimate the actual ice thickness. 
Though I know with good quality ice I 
don’t need 4 inches, there can be 
a great deal of variability, even on 
these small lakes from the shoreline 
to the middle of the lake. Pockets 
of timber or weed growth, along 
with springs and moving water, can 
dramatically alter ice conditions not 
just in a bay or a finger, but across 
distances measured in mere feet.
 To truly get the best of the first-
ice period, resolve to travel light, 
wear a personal flotation device 
or a Striker Ice Suit, travel with a 
buddy, and travel on foot. NEVER 
walk onto ice untested by a serious 
stab with your heavy ice chisel, and 
keep the kiddos at home. The name 
of the game is to manually map out 

the good ice by hand, and it’s difficult for 
children to understand this fact: while 
where you’re standing might be perfectly 
safe, the ice only a football’s throw away 
might not be.
 Stay mobile, and don’t be afraid to 
start the hunt for ice earlier than most, 
provided you follow a few simple safety 
steps on your way to first-ice glory.

See more at www.outdoorhub.com
Images by Joel Nelson

The author with a fine first-ice bluegill.
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 Hit ‘em again with the flag. A pair is 
breaking off. Keep on them with the flag. 
Hit the flapper. There over top. Let them go 
one more time. Take ‘em. Take ‘em. Two 
shots rang out over the frozen corn field in 
central Illinois. The shots sounded like one 
as the pair of Canadian Geese bounced off 
the frozen earth like a basketball off the 
gym floor. Look to the south. A third bird 
is coming back. Call him. He’s heading 
over the trees. Hit him with the flags. He’s 
locked up. Take ‘em. Another shot broke 
through the still, cold air. That’s three. One 
more and we can get some hot coffee into 
us. Boy, he really took to the flags. Down, 
down, a command came from the pit as the 
lab was making the retrieve. A single goose 
appeared over the trees and was heading 
straight for the spread. Don’t call. Let the 
wind socks finish him. Hit the flapper. That 
did it. “Kill that bird,” I yelled to the other 
end of the pit. The dog, seeing the fourth 
goose, hit the ground, dropped the one it 
had, and took to flight after the one still 
kicking. “Hard to keep that dog off those 
moving ones,” I said. “That’s too much like 

or worst, don’t even slow down to take a 
look at your spread. However, there is one 
thing you can do to put the odds in your 
favor during the cold month of January. 
 Movement, movement, and more 
movement. Have you ever watched a flock 
of geese ignore pit after pit of well-placed 
decoys and a shaking “T” flag only to lock 
into a group of five real geese feeding in 
the next field over? You would swear they 
could not even see the geese in the next 
field when they set their wings. I have 
spent a lot of hours watching feeding 
geese and trying to mimic their ways 
as to incorporate them into my spread. I 
cannot say it works all of the time, but it 
sure does help to put more birds in range 
of the guns. By adding movement, I do not 
mean to shake a “T” flag at every flock that 
flies by, but rather to add different types of 
movement throughout your whole spread. 
This can be done several different ways. I 
have compiled a list of a few of the tricks 
we use in our spread.

work,” my buddy said. “Yeah, but it is sure a 
lot more fun than going to work,” I replied. 
We started to pick up all of the little things 
that I believe helped us harvest another fat 
limit of January Geese.
 With the mild winters, we have been 
having up north for the last couple of years, 
migrating northern geese have all but 
been nonexistent, so Central Illinois goose 
hunters have relied on hunting flocks of 
local birds that call Central Illinois their 
home. That’s right, their home. In other 
words, they know every lake and field in 
the area. Along with their knowledge of 
the layout of the land, they also know 
where every pit and blind can be found. 
They’re well educated and hard to harvest 
by the time they reach the cooling lakes. 
I spend almost every day in my pit after 
the water freezes and makes me put my 
boat in storage, so I know how hard these 
geese can be during the late season. 
I have had my share of luck this time of 
the year, some good and some bad. Just 
when you think you have figured them out, 
they land on the outside of the decoys, 

1.) Wind Socks - By adding a few wind 
socks on the up-wind side of your decoy 
spread, it will help keep the incoming 
geese focused on the movement and not 
you. This is also a great way to bulk up 
your spread on the up-wind side of the 
spread.

2.) Butt Shakers - These can be made 
with just one visit to the fabric store. I cut 
a 5-inch piece of white fabric in the shape 
of a triangle. A piece of Velcro is sewed to 
the wide end. Then place the other piece 
of Velcro on the butts of your century 
decoys with hot glue. The movement 
from these small pieces of fabric is subtle 
enough you can add it throughout your 
whole spread without worry you will be 
spooking geese.

3.) Stake and Washer Shells - These 
can be made with just one trip to the 
hardware store. Cut a 1/4-inch piece of 
round rod about 16 inches long. Add a 

WIGGLE AND WAGGLE
By Daniel Vinovich

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT 
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!
2017 LUNDS IN STOCK

1600 Fury Tiller w/Merc 25 HP 4S
1650 Rebel Tiller w/Honda 60 HP

(2) 1650 Rebels XS SS w/Merc 60 or  90HP 4S
(2) 1775 Impacts SS or Sport w/ Merc 115HP 4S

1875 Impact SS w/ Merc 150HP 4S
1775 Crossover XS w/ Merc 150 HP 4S

1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

LUND Impact 1875

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

NEW Legend V20!

Bulk Oil Refill Deals! 

WINTER STORAGE AVAILABLE HERE!

74 N. Main. St. • Canton, IL 61520

 309-647-1400 • www.blackcrowcandlecompany.com
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1/4-inch washer about the size of a dime 
onto the rod, 1 inch from the top. Secure 
the washer to the rod with a dab of hot 
melt from a glue gun. Take a shell feeder 
decoy and find the spot where the decoy is 
perfectly balanced on the end of a pencil. 
Drill a 1/4-inch hole into the decoy at that 
spot. Place your rod in the ground and put 
the decoy on it. The wind will do the rest 
or buy commercial movement stakes.

4.) Flappers - These commercially made 
decoys come in a variety of shapes. They 
come in the silhouette form, or the more 
expensive full body model. We use two 
at a time when we hunt. One is placed 
on the upwind side, while the other is 
placed on the downwind side with 5 to 7 
century decoys. By placing the centuries in 
the hole, we try to imitate a small bunch 
of geese that have just landed and are 
walking their way into the feeding flock. 
We pull the downwind flapper when the 
geese start to look at the spread, while the 
second is pulled when the geese set up on 
the approach. These flapper decoys work 
equally well when you are trying to put 
birds that are working the outside of the 
decoys over the pit. You can also buy the 
commercial battery operated flappers, be 
sure you have a remote so you can create 
movement when you need it.

5.) Pole flags - This is one of the most 
effective “T” type flags you can use to get 
birds heading your way from a distance. I 
use a 14-foot pole flag. When flapping this 
type of flag, start at the highest point, and 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST
 SELECTION OF IN STOCK BOATS

112 East High Street • Hennepin, IL 61327

815.925.7216
www.hennepinmarine.com

Check back next month for more 
information on our Annual 

OPEN HOUSE held on March 3rd – 5th

2175 Pro V Sport - 2016 Dealer Demo Closeout

1775 Impact SS

1875 Pro V Bass

work your way down to the ground. From 
a distance, you cannot imitate a goose 
landing any better. Remember, flap the 
wings hard. Don’t shake it. You want to 
look like a goose not a hummingbird.
6.) Fabric Decoy Wings - This is another 
useful, cheap way to bring a few decoys 
to life in your spread. It will take another 
trip to the fabric store. Take a black piece 
of fabric and cut it into a triangle about 
14 inches wide at the top tapering it to a 
point at the bottom. Take a coat hanger 
and straighten it. Sew the two wings of 
fabric onto the hanger so it resembles a 
set of wings. Take the hanger and attach 
it to a 20-inch stake. You can use these 
by themselves or use them to replace the 
stake in your shell decoys. Place them on 
the up-wind side of the spread. They can 
also be used in full body decoys by drilling 
a hole in the back of the decoy. 
 So, don’t sit in the pit and hope a 
dumb one floats into your decoys. Give 
your spread a little wiggle and waggle, 
and put more geese on the table. Believe 
me. It is a whole lot more fun putting a 
few birds down instead of watching them 
fly by.
 I am booking spring Muskie, trips 
now. If you want to go, you had better 
book now before I start the seminars in 
Chicago or most of the dates will be filled. 
You can contact me at Predator Guide 
Service at 309-267-8309, or by e-mail at 
trolling@mtco.com.

See ‘ya on the water!

Ron Lang and I after a bitter January hunt



96 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” January 2017

Meatsaws • Grinders • Stuffers • Freezer Paper
Jerky & Summer Sausage Seasonings • Casings

Anything & Everything for Home Deer Processing
WE HAVE IT IN ALL STORE LOCATIONS!

ILLINOIS: Macomb, Monmouth, Canton, Galesburg, Kewanee
IOWA: West Burlington

WWW.FARMKING.COM 

24TH ANNUAL

Tinley Park 
Fishing & Outdoor Show

FEBRUARY 11th AND 12th, 2017
180,000 Sq. Ft of Exhibit Space

Saturday & Sunday 9am - 5pm
Tinley Park High School

6111 W. 175th St. Tinley Park, IL

TinleyParkFishingShow.com

DUCK HUNTING PACKAGE:
Lodging for 3 Days and 3 Nights

3 Days of Guided Hunting • 2 Meals Per Day
Weekly Rates From $599 - $749

Weekend Rates from $699 - $849

CALL TODAY! 1-877-258-3226
www.BlueBankResort.com

NRA PERSONAL PROTECTION EXPO
FAIRFAX, Va. – The National Rifle Association proudly announces the launch of the NRA 
Personal Protection Expo August 25-27, 2017 at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
 The NRA Personal Protection Expo is a three-day educational and interactive experience 
dedicated to citizens interested in increasing their knowledge and skills of personal 
protection, concealed carry and defense tactics. This brand new event will equip visitors with 
the products, training and mindset necessary to prepare and defend themselves and their 
loved ones when threats arise.
 Throughout the innovative event, guests will be able to attend a broad array of educational 
seminars and workshops featuring the best personal protection, home defense and concealed carry 
practices taught and demonstrated by leading experts and instructors from across the country. The 
expo will feature an exhibit hall packed with leading firearms companies and shooting accessories, 
concealment and storage products, tactical gear and home defense solutions. 
 Examples of the educational content include concealed carry courses with topics such 
as methods & tactics, holster selection, and women’s only offerings. Personal protection 
topics ranging from personal defense & situational awareness to product selection, skills 
building and active threat control. The area of home defense will also be addressed with 
topics such as creating a home defense plan, preventative security measures, responding 
to intruders and product selection. 
 Personal protection rights are poised to expand across the country and NRA will continue 
leading the way. Be a part of this great expansion by being a part of the NRA Personal 
Protection Expo. For more information about the show or to explore exhibitor or sponsorship 
opportunities, visit https://www.NRAPersonalProtectionExpo.org.

About the National Rifle Association
Established in 1871, the National Rifle Association is America’s oldest civil rights and 
sportsmen’s group. Five million members strong, NRA continues its mission to uphold Second 
Amendment rights and is the leader in firearm education and training for law-abiding gun 
owners, law enforcement and the military. Visit http://nra.org.

A Sportsman’s Little Buddy
 Harry, I bought Simple Simon in El Dorado, Arkansas 
12 years ago. We raised Simple in nothing but love all 
his life and he spread that Love all over the State of 
Arkansas. I sell Real Estate Hunting Clubs and Farms. 
Simple Simon rode in my truck for 12 twelve years. We 
ate in the truck and slept in that truck together for much 
of the 12 years. He knew that truck better than myself. 
 He hunted Ducks and Deer with me. He rode on my side 
x side Ranger all the time. He went everywhere with me.
 Little Simple Simon was like a person and I talked 
to him like a person. This past July he got Diabetes. The 
Diabetes made him blind and no more hunting.
 Before we went to the Vet that day he swam in 
the Buffalo River for his last time. He had swam in the 
Whiter River, Bayou Des Arc, Bayou DeView, Cache 
River and Drainage Ditches. He loved to go swimming!
 When he died I cried like a baby. I loved that Simple 
Simon with all my heart and still cry.  
 Our Clancy the Lab hunted with us too. Then she 
broke her spine and she died in June, one month before 
Simple Simon. They are buried together with a Duck Decoy 
on each grave along the Cache Bayou on our property. 
 Thank you Harry, Simple Simon loved both you and 
Cathy and loved being in Jasper with you a few years back.  

Bob & Jean Ann Hopkins
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MILLRIGHT
LOCAL 1051
LINCOLN, IL
Like us on Facebook!
217-735-1051 • www.millwrightlocal1051.com

BIRDING ON STAND
 We all seem to have our own ways 
of passing the time in a deer stand and 
with today’s ever quickening society, 
incredible technology, and increase in 
responsibilities as we get older and have 
kids, often times it’s spent doing things 
other than just looking for deer (at least I 
can speak for some of us). Especially on 
a slow day. . . .
 Aside from the usual of reading books, 
texting or otherwise messing around on 
your phone, and hopefully actually using 
your senses to pay attention to what’s 
happening around you, there’s another 
idea I might suggest—birding.  I know, I 
know—birding is for those enviro-hippie 
yuppy city folks, right? Well, regardless 
of your thoughts on it I suggest giving it 
a try.  Hunters are some of the world’s 
keenest on learning about and striving 
to understand the natural world for a 
purpose—to harvest game of course.  
Why not use some of those keen senses 
to help pass the time, learn a new hobby, 
and help out the birding community 

to further document some of nature’s 
struggling species?  
 Duck hunters have been doing 
this for years actually.  We identify our 
quarry not only on the water but on the 
wing so that we stay legal and learn.  I 
remember the first waterfowl id book 
my dad gave me when I was young and 
I also remember the LeMaster Method 
(using bill colors and sizes) book that a 
Conservation Officer used to identify two 
juvenile wood ducks that we had illegally 
harvested during our first teal season as 
young men.  That was certainly a lesson 
I’ll never forget!
 Our phones have made this 
significantly easier.  As a Biologist, I 
spent many years learning about and 
identifying birds by way of bird song cd’s, 
numerous field guides, and time spent 
glassing for birds in the field. Nowadays, 
the apps available on our phones cut the 
traditional learning curve down a ton.  
With these apps, you can now identify 
birds by way of habitat, colors, and other 

easy to note characteristics in a hurry and 
not only that but you can also document 
their presence for others to learn from.  
 My favorite is the Audobon Birds Pro 
version (for Android).  There are many 
others so I would suggest trying several 
but I like Audobon because I can id, post 
for others to reference, and keep my own 

list all in one.
 You really need a good set of 
binoculars but nowadays I see many deer 
hunters using them.  Give it a try—I’ll bet 
the number of species you observe will 
surprise you on a good long day in the 
stand!

By Shae Birkey

Jim O’Bryan and Rocky with a nice Irish Acre’s pheasant. 
Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with REMAX Traders Unlimited for the photo. 

Call him at 309-687-5069 for all your commercial needs.
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by A.K. Thompson
Babies? Na, I’ll Pass.
 This month I was to meet my first 
niece, my own birthday in fact, the 23rd, 
however she came on her own time, 
nearly 6 weeks early, on December 8th. 
Up until that morning, when I received 
the text message about the early labor, 
I hadn’t spent much time fussing over 
the new addition to the family. In fact, I 
spent no time fussing, but plenty of time 
furrowing my brow deep in contemplation 
– why on Earth would anyone want to 
have a kid?
 That makes me sound completely 
insensitive, doesn’t it? How dare she, 
you may be thinking. But she works 
with kids at an elementary school for 

Pete’s sake! It is a 
conundrum, isn’t it? 
How is it possible 
that I absolutely 
adore children, 
love working with 
them, and yet have 
absolutely no desire 
to have any of my 
own? Well, let’s see 
here – having been 

twice divorced and suffered through a 
few other terrible relationships, it seems 
most days as if the love ship has sailed 
for me – it’s long-gone, over the horizon, 
vanished.
 The thought of both children and a 
spouse turns my stomach. I don’t want 
to be beholden to anyone, ever, in my 
life again. I’ve been seasoned-out like 
a stack of long-forgotten firewood – I 
have seen the worst, weathered it 
all, and I don’t care to chance my life 
getting screwed up again. In that way, 
I view my personal preference on not 
having children to be a safety measure 
– why bring an innocent little person 

into a world with so many chances of 
messing it up – so many opportunities to 
really ruin yourself or others? It makes 
my head spin.
 This place is nuts – even the well-
educated can’t get a decent job. Life 
is getting more and more expensive. I 
mean, I’m living well below the poverty 
line, and my monthly bills are still about 
$700. It’s crazy. Three degrees and I’m 
working a $9 an hour job. Christ Almighty. 
What sort of opportunities are going to 
be around in another 18-20 years? What 
will the world look like then? It’s hard to 
imagine it any better, and it’s terrifying to 
imagine it any worse. I’m not a pessimist, 
nor an optimist. I keep my life to myself 
and I find beauty in other things, small 
things, and I’m not sure that works for 
everyone else, but it works for me. 
 But the real reason, folks, is the 
simple fact that I have BiPolar Depression 
with Anxiety. The life I’ve lived these 
past 30-some years has not been easy. 
It’s been really hard – suicide attempts 
hard – insomnia hard – out of control of 
my own mind hard. Unless you’ve been 

there, it’s hard to relate. Of these 34ish 
years, I’d say a good 10 of them has 
been spent in a near-constant squall of 
crazy. Off my meds, my life reverts to a 
wild mess. It’s been 3 years now without 
a break, and I’ll be God-damned if I ever 
go off my meds again. The last pill I ever 
take with be on the day I die. BiPolar is 
that scary. 
 So the real reason, a justifiable 
reason, that I don’t get worked up about 
babies, is because my life has been really 
hard, and there have been so many days 
I’ve been beyond upset at the fact that 
I was born. I was born with this terrible 
illness. I didn’t have a choice of whether 
or not to come into this world. I’ve tried 
several times to get out of it. If I were to 
have a baby there is a good chance they 
too would have BiPolar. I would never 
be able to forgive myself. It’s almost a 
death sentence, and for many it is when 
they kill themselves or drink or drug 
themselves to death. It took a long time 
for me to get better, and I’ve gone off and 
on the wagon, so to speak. I do not wish 
that kind of pain on anyone.  

KA-TONKA
Feel free to stay the day, stay the night, 
or stay the week! We have a 5,000 
square foot lodge capable of sleeping 
up to 13 people. 

• Quail, Chukar, & Pheasant Hunting
• Turkey Hunting
• Deer Hunting
• Sporting Clays
• Skeet/Trap
•  On-site Campground
•  Lodging - Home Cooked Breakfast 

included

Call Today: 573-985-7477 • www.katonkaclaysports.com

GAME PRESERVE AND SPORTING CLAYS, LLC
57290 Cumberland Trail • New London, MO 63459
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We are the Midwest’s only 
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Lawry Clay Targets.
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 But, I digress. When I learned of the 
early labor I got butterflies in my belly. I 
was so worried, so hopeful, so concerned 
about my brother and his new family. 
Instinct kicked in, and I found myself 
squealing over the picture of the sweet 
little baby when she was born. I was in 
awe of her, this little pink thing that my 
brother made – my little brother!? Crazy! 
I am so happy for them, and if anyone 
can do it right, it will be my brother and 
his wife. I hope this child grows up in a 
world better than the one we’ve got now 
– I hope all these damn shootings stop, 
and I hope the wars end, I hope we put an 
end to our use of fossil fuels. I hope the 
little people start to matter more than the 
corporations. 
 I hope there is more hope, and 
maybe she’ll be a part of generating 
that new hope. Perhaps she will be one 
of the people who will someday change 
the world. Who knows, and I guess that’s 
why a person would want to have kids. 
They may very well be spectacular. I can’t 
wait to find out.

Jig A Rapala® Flat Jig To 
Get Results In Deeper, 
Faster Water
MINNETONKA, Minn. (July 1, 2016) — What’s in a name? In this case, all you need to know: Rapala® Flat Jig. Picturing a Jigging 
Rap® with a flatter body, but familiar hook and tail profile? Yep, you got it.
 Whether fished in open water or through the ice, the Flat Jig’s namesake flat minnow profile creates a responsive, long-gliding 
searching action in even the most demanding conditions. At 80 percent heavier than a Jigging Rap of similar length, the Flat Jig will 
produce in even heavy current and very deep water, giving multi-species anglers the world over a great new tool for tough conditions. 
 Like Jigging Raps, Flat Jigs feature a balanced, weighted minnow profile and swim in a long-gliding wide searching action. 
Armed with single reversed hooks on the nose and posterior, as well as a center treble hook hung from a belly eyelet, they don’t allow 
for missed bites.
 Long predominant as ice-fishing lures, Jigging Raps in the last few years were proven equally productive as open-water baits 
after several Rapala professional anglers and others won or placed high with them in tournaments. The Flat Jig builds on that 
success, allowing the “Jigging Rap technique,” so to speak, to work in deeper, faster-running water and other tough conditions.
 When fished through the ice, baits like the Flat Jig work best with a vertical pump-and-swim action. A successful open-water 
presentation, however, requires aggressive rod snaps throughout a horizontal retrieve. One of the reasons this tactic is so effective 
is because it creates such erratic action, showing open-water fish something different than a familiar parade of football heads, drop 
shot worms and deep-running crankbaits.
 The 1 ½-inch Flat Jig weighs 9/16-ounce. The 2 ½-inch model weighs 1 3/16-ounces. Both are available in 10 color patterns: 
Flake Blue; Flake Clown; Flake Gold Olive; Flake Parrot; Flake Silver; Flake Silver Shad; Glow Pearl Blue; Glow Pearl Olive; Holo-Flake 
Anchovy; Holo-Flake Gold Fluorescent Red. 

Suggested Retail Price: $7.99
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Customer Service Index #1 at Watkins Marine for ‘08, ’09, ’10 & ‘12!

Pontoons

 “Throw out some corn, and deer will 
come.”  That was my thought process on 
states that allow baiting for deer as a legal 
hunting method.  As a hunter that has 
never hunted in a state that allows baiting 
for deer as a legal hunting practice, it was 
hard for me to except the practice.  Until I 
tried it.
 I grew up hunting whitetails in 
Illinois, and other Midwestern states.  I 
had never had the opportunity to hunt over 
bait, and never thought I would take the 
opportunity.  It just seemed too easy to 
me.  Growing up on a grain farm, I knew 
firsthand how deer flocked to corn and 
soybeans.  Plus, with all the deer “food” 
on the market with special ingredients to 
attract deer, it just didn’t seem fair to the 
deer for me to hunt over a bait pile.
 When a friend invited me to hunt 
whitetails in Kentucky at Central Kentucky 
Outdoors the opening week of the 2016 

season, I had mixed emotions.  It was a 
great opportunity to harvest a velvet buck, 
but it would be over bait.
 It should have been an easy decision, 
but it took me the better part of the week 
to say yes.  We arrived in Kentucky the day 
before the archery season opened, and did 
some scouting.  The deer were definitely 
there, and coming to the bait.  The 
temperature for the week was going to 
see highs in the low 90’s, and the acorns 
were dropping steadily.  If anything could 
mess up hunting deer over bait, those two 
factors would do it.
 Another obstacle when hunting early 
season whitetails in September is the 
huge mosquito population.  It was not 
something I had thought about going in to 
the hunt, but luckily, I had my Thermacell 
lantern packed in my truck.  The lantern is 
not typically thought of for hunting, but it 
saved the hunt in my opinion.

“We service all Mercury and 
Mercruiser motors under factory 

warranty, no matter where you bought 
it, plus most brands of outboards!”

CONSIGNMENT BOATS
WANTED!

13950 IL Rt 29 • 2 miles south of Pekin, IL

www.WatkinsMarine.com • 309-348-3072

Master Technician w/Fast Service
We’ll get you back on the water in no time!”

Authorized Mercury Dealer - See us for the BEST PRICES!

HUNTING OVER BAIT: HOW IT CHANGED 
MY WAY OF THINKING 
by Jason Houser

 Our outfitter, Jeff Braasch, had plenty 
of trail cameras of big bucks visiting the 
food, but the temperatures had most 
activity at night.  There were a couple 
bucks showing up in the evening at one 
farm right before dark.
 Knowing this information, our first 
hunt would be on one part of the leased 
property where some doe management 
was required, and one particular old doe 
that was blind in one eye was on the hit 
list.  John had trail cam photos of this doe 
for the past 6 years, and he would like 
to see her removed.  Evidently, this doe 
would not allow other does and bucks to 
eat, and it was time to remove her genes 
from the herd.
 Getting in our stands about 30 
minutes before first light on opening day, I 
was already thinking of recipes for the doe 
I would shoot as soon as the feeder went 
off.  Shortly after first light, well before 
the feeder went off, 2 young does walked 
within 10 yards of my stand.  The shot 
opportunity was there, but I was holding 
out for the old doe.
 She finally arrived about 15 minutes 
before the feeder turned on, and hung out 
in the area for a while.  Finally, when she 
was standing broadside at 7 yards, I let 
an arrow fly.  With a loud thud, the arrow 
sunk to the dirt as it flew over her back.
 A lot of things played out in my mind 
as to why I missed her.  Maybe it was 
the steep angle at close range, maybe it 
was doe fever.  But, the bottom line is I 
missed her.

The author shot this buck at 
Central Kentucky Outdoors.

After hunting in a state that allows 
baiting, Jason has a new respect for it.



The Thermacell came in handy on 
this early September bow hunt.

 Later that afternoon, I made my way 
to a section of the property where a nice 
9-pointer in full velvet had been seen 
coming to the bait just at dusk.
 I hunted hard for 4 hours and the 
only action was coons, turkeys, and a few 
does.  I learned something about hunting 
over bait that night.  The bait does attract 
the wildlife, and in some cases, too much 

January 2017 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of The AmericAn SporTSmAn” 101

wildlife.  If a buck would have approached 
the bait when the turkeys and does were 
there, I doubt I could have gotten a shot off 
without being busted.
 The nest morning found me back in 
my doe stand, waiting for old one-eye.  
She never approached the feeder that 
morning, but there were plenty of does in 
the area, that it would only be a matter of 
time before I had one in the skinning shed.
 There was no early activity that 
morning.  Actually, it wasn’t until about an 
hour after the feeder went off that I had 
my first activity.  Six does came through 
the area, circling wide around the corn 
that was on the ground in front of me.  
They were headed straight to the acorns.  
However, one doe strayed off track, and 
offered me a clear broadside shot at 
21-yards.  Again, my arrow sailed right 
over her back.
 Disappointed, I returned to camp, 
ready to throw my bow in the nearest river. 
Instead, I took out the target, and made some 
practice shots.  Somewhere along the way, 
my sights got bumped, and I was shooting 
high, very high.  After a few shots, and 
some adjustments, I was once again hitting 
the bullseye.  That was a good reminder to 
me to always take a couple practice shots 

after traveling.  It is 
something I always do, 
but for some reason I 
failed to do it on this trip.
 As it was getting 
closer to time to head 
to my stand for the 
evening, my confidence 
was up, and I knew that I 
was prepared to make a 
good shot.  All I needed 
now was for a “shooter” 
buck to show up.
 With about 45 
minutes left in shooting 
light, the 9-pointer 
that we were wanting 
showed up from behind.  Unfortunately, 
the buck and I noticed one another at the 
same time.  The buck did a couple blows 
and bounced about 30 yards off.  He knew 
something wasn’t right, but wasn’t for 
sure exactly what it was.
 The buck continued to act nervous for 
the next 15 minutes, but he knew where 
he wanted to go.  There was a 4-foot 
cattle fence separating him from the bait 
that was 20-yards to my front.  Throwing 
caution to the wind, the buck traveled 
100-yards down the fenceline before 

The scenery in Central Kentucky is beautiful

making the jump over.
 Once over, the buck quickened his 
approach to the bait, where a doe already 
was.  The buck still knew something was 
up, but between the bait and the doe that 
appeared to be in no danger, he thought it 
was worth the chance to proceed.
 At 29-yards the buck stopped 
broadside and began to show signs of 
being nervous.  I knew that if I was going 
to shoot that this was probably going to 
be my only chance.  Pulling my bow back, I 
took a deep breath before settling my 30-

www.arthossler.com

2016 Chevrolet 
Silverado 2500HD, 

4x4, LT, 4 Door, 
Crew Cab SB

Special $44,618

22017 RAM Ram 
Pickup 1500, 4x4, 
Express, 4 Door, 
Quad Cab, 6.3 ft. 

SB Pickup
$42,210

Chevrolet Silverado 
1500, 4x4 LT, 4 Door, 
Crew Cab 5.8 ft, SB 

W/Z71
Special $43,383

2017 RAM Ram 
Pickup 1500, 4x4 
Express, 4 Door, 
Crew Cab, 5.5 SB 

Pickup
$45,720



Crestliner Boats Crest Pontoon Boats
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yard pin tight behind his front leg.  With the click of the release, the arrow traveled true 
as the Carbon Express Maxima Hunter tipped with a Rage Hypodermic made contact.  
Red blood immediately began to flow.
 The buck traveled about 150-yards up a hill before staggering and finally falling.  He 
bounced right back up, turned my direction, and ran directly towards the tree I was sitting 
in.  At full speed, the buck crashed in to the cattle fence that my tree was nestled against.  
With a backwards somersault, the buck came to his final resting place.
 The 9-point was not in velvet, but had been the previous day according to trail cam 
photos.  I had no idea that bucks lost their velvet that quick.  Regardless of being in velvet 

or not, I was proud of this buck.  I overcome two misses, made a perfect shot on a nice 
buck, and walked away with a better understanding of states that allow baiting.  As 
hunters, who are we to judge hunting practices?  We should support hunting as long as 
it is done in a legal and ethical manner.  The weapon of choice, and to bait or not to bait 
should not be questioned.
 My Kentucky buck measured 133 4/8-inches and field dressed at 206 pounds.  He 
was not my biggest buck I have ever killed, but one I will never forget.  Along with the 
lessons I learned, it was a trip I will never forget.

The Maxima hunter tipped with a Rage Hypodermic made a 
complete pass through on the big buck at 29-yards.

Good scouting by the staff of Central Kentucky Outdoors allowed 
the author to take his Kentucky buck.

25565 Zier Rd. • Lanark, IL 61046
Email us at millersport@hotmail.com

815-493-6401
www.millerssport.com

SALES, SERVICE & STORAGE
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MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
  Guides & Outfitters 618/728-4328

Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71

Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign, 
turn south, follow signs

HUNT QUAIL ,  PHEASANT, 
CHUKAR,  DOVE & TURKEY!

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com

Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles 
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • October 1 thru April 15

NEW 2016 CHEVROLET Colorado Crew 
Cab Short Box- 4 Wheel Drive LT- $33,705

NEW 2016 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Double 
Cab Standard Box 4-WD LT Z71- MSRP $45,365

NEW 2016 CHEVROLET Colorado Extended 
Cab Long Box 2-Wheel Drive WT- $24,867

Certified 2015 GMC Sierra 1500 Double Cab 
Standard Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT- $35,721

NEW 2016 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD Crew Cab 
Standard Box- 4 WD LT All Star Pkg.- $48,307

Certified 2014 GMC Sierra 1500 Crew Cab 
Standard Box 4-WD Denali-$39,818

(618) 845-3367

ZINKE PICK SIGNALS TRUMP INTENDS 
TO KEEP PUBLIC LANDS PROMISE
 President-elect Donald Trump has 
reportedly offered Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-MT) 
to be his Secretary of the Interior nominee, 
a position that holds great significance for 
the tens of millions of hunters, anglers, 
bird watchers, paddlers and other outdoor 
and wildlife enthusiasts across the country. 
The Secretary of Interior oversees the 
management of more than 500 million acres 
of public lands, hundreds of National Parks 
and Wildlife Refuges, and millions of nautical 
square miles of oceans. These public trust 
resources annually serve hundreds of millions 
of hunters, anglers, and other outdoor 
enthusiasts and serve as the backbone of 
America’s $646 billion outdoor economy, 
which supports more than six million jobs.
 Collin O’Mara, president and CEO of 
the National Wildlife Federation, said today:
 “Throughout the campaign, President-
elect Trump campaigned vigorously for the 
vote of America’s hunters and anglers, pledging 
to honor the legacy of President Theodore 
Roosevelt and to keep America’s public lands in 
public hands. In states like Michigan, Wisconsin, 
and Pennsylvania, the votes from hundreds of 
thousands sportsmen and women helped the 
President-elect win these crucial states.
 “By offering Rep. Ryan Zinke—a 
sportsman and proponent of keeping public 
lands public and investing in conservation—
the position of Secretary of the Interior, 
President-elect Trump is signaling that 
he intends to keep his promises to 
America’s hunters, anglers, and outdoor 
enthusiasts. Rep. Zinke has opposed efforts 
to sell off America’s public lands and has 
supported investing in wildlife conservation 
and reauthorizing the federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund.

 “If Rep. Zinke accepts the nomination, 
the millions of members of the National 
Wildlife Federation look forward to 
hearing his ideas for improving public land 
management, increasing access for outdoor 
recreation, recovering at-risk wildlife 
populations, reclaiming degraded lands, 
expanding wildlife-friendly renewable 
energy development, and strengthening 
relationships with tribes. We also hope he 
will affirm previous statements that climate 
change is real and advocate for common-
sense solutions that strengthen our 

economy, enhance energy independence, 
reduce emissions, and improve the resilience 
of wildlife habitat.”
 Dave Chadwick, executive director of the 
Montana Wildlife Federation, said today:
“Montanans, more than anybody else in 
the nation, understand how important the 
Interior Department is to protecting fish and 
wildlife, hunting and fishing opportunity, 
and our $6 billion outdoor economy. As 
Montana’s Representative, Ryan Zinke made 
statements of support for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund and against the transfer 

and sale of public lands. If he becomes 
Interior Secretary, we are hopeful that we 
could work with him to deliver on these and 
other promises. We look forward to seeking 
common ground on a range of other land 
management and wildlife protection issues, 
and, when necessary, reminding him of the 
importance of conservation to our outdoor 
heritage and our economy.”
 Visit the National Wildlife Federation 
Media Center at NWF.org/News. 
 Contact: Miles Grant, National Wildlife 
Federation, GrantM@NWF.org, 703-864-9599
 The National Wildlife Federation is 
America’s largest conservation organization 
uniting all Americans to ensure wildlife 
thrive in a rapidly-changing world. Follow 
us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — A drop in the number 
of homes on the market and a typical 
seasonal slowdown helped drive Illinois 
home sales lower in October even as median 
home prices continued to post solid annual 
gains, according to Illinois REALTORS®. 
 Statewide home sales (including single-
family homes and condominiums) in October 
2016 totaled 12,469 homes sold, down 5.4 
percent from 13,186 in October 2015.
 The statewide median price in October 
was $179,000, up 6.9 percent from October 

2015 when the median price was $167,500. The 
median is a typical market price where half the 
homes sold for more and half sold for less.
 “While sales were softer in October 
on an annual basis, much of this can be 
attributed to a typical seasonal slowdown 
and the chronically low number of homes 
on the market.” said Illinois REALTORS® 
President Doug Carpenter, ABR, AHWD, GRI, 
SFR of Mokena, managing broker of Coldwell 
Banker Honig-Bell in Orland Hills. “Given the 
relatively short time it is taking on average 
to sell a home, strong market demand might 
work to a seller’s advantage as we start to 
close out the year.”

 The time it took to sell a home in October 
averaged 60 days, down from 69 days a year 
ago. Available housing inventory totaled 
61,837 homes for sale, a 14.7 percent decline 
from October 2015 when there were 72,495 
homes on the market.
 The monthly average commitment rate 
for a 30-year, fixed-rate mortgage was 3.47 
percent in October 2016, an increase from 
3.46 percent the previous month, according 
to the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp. 
In October 2015 it averaged 3.78 percent.
 In the nine-county Chicago Primary 
Metropolitan Statistical Area (PMSA), home 
sales (single-family and condominiums) in 
October 2016 totaled 8,762 homes sold, 
down 6.3 percent from October 2015 sales 
of 9,350 homes. The median price in October 
2016 was $216,250 in the Chicago PMSA, 

an increase of 8.1 percent from $200,000 in 
October 2015.
 “No doubt that the election contributed to 
a decline in sales, but prices continue to grow,” 
said Geoffrey J.D. Hewings, director of the 
Regional Economics Applications Laboratory 
at the University of Illinois. “For the next three 
months, price growth is anticipated to be a 
little stronger.  Declining supply contributes 
some uncertainty to sales growth.”
 According to the data, thirty-two (32) 
Illinois counties reported sales gains for 
October 2016 over previous-year numbers, 
including Champaign County, up 17.9 percent 
with 184 units sold; Kane County, up 6.8 
percent with 593 units sold; and Sangamon 
County, up 1.5 percent with 263 units sold. 
Fifty (50) counties showed year-over-year 
median price increases including St. Clair 

More Service.
More Sales.

VanceMARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

11501 ANTIOCH RD. 
TREMONT- $279,900

•  3 Acre Park Like Setting
•  Newer Andersen Casement 

Windows, Crown Molding, 
plaster

• 4 Bedroom
•  Master Bath has granite and 

Whirlpool Tubs
• 3 Full Bath
•  Three bedrooms have walk in 

closets
•  2 newer a/c units and 2 new 

furnaces
•  2 large Outbuildings- 38x50 

and 50x160
• Tremont schools150 S Main St.

Morton, IL 61550

2732 S 5TH STREET, 
PEKIN- $159,900

•  Country living at the edge of 
the city

• 2.7 Acres
• 3 Bedroom
• 1 Full Bath & 2 Half Baths
• Eat- in Kitchen w/Breakfast Bar
• Fireplace- Gas Log
• Central Air
• Brick with Vinyl Siding
• Basement

Illinois home prices show solid gains in October; Sales decline



buyafarm.com
Wayne Keller, Managing Broker 

618-407-1679
Jamie Keller, Broker 618-713-7677
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County, up 20.9 percent to $133,000; Will 
County, up 10.3 percent to $199,900; and 
Cook  County, up 10 percent to $220,000.
 The city of Chicago saw an 8.8 percent 
year-over-year home sales decrease in 
October 2016 with 1,981 sales, down from 
2,173 in October 2015. The median price of a 
home in the city of Chicago in October 2016 
was $262,000, up 9.2 percent compared to 
October 2015 when it was $240,000.
 “Although the autumn market’s pace is 
reduced compared to the summer months, 
great opportunities to buy and sell property 
remain,” said Matt Silver, president of the 
Chicago Association of REALTORS® and 
partner at Urban Real Estate. “As long as the 
low inventory continues, strategically priced 
properties will continue to fly off the market 
at higher prices.”
 Sales and price information are 
generated by Multiple Listing Service 
closed sales reported by 28 participating 

Illinois REALTOR® local boards and 
associations including Midwest Real Estate 
Data LLC data as of Nov. 7, 2016 for the 
period October 1 through October 31, 2016. 
The Chicago PMSA, as defined by the U.S. 
Census Bureau, includes the counties of 
Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Grundy, Kane, 
Kendall, Lake, McHenry and Will.
 Illinois REALTORS® is a voluntary 
trade association whose more than 44,000 
members are engaged in all facets of the 
real estate industry. In addition to serving 
the professional needs of its members, 
Illinois REALTORS® works to protect the 
rights of private property owners in the state 
by recommending and promoting legislation 
to safeguard and advance the interest of 
real property ownership.
 Find Illinois housing stats, data and the 
University of Illinois REAL forecast at www.
illinoisrealtors.org/marketstats.       

Land Leader Sponsors Land Report 100
Tarrant & Harman Real Estate and Auction Co. Represents Illinois in Major Media Partnership

  December 15, 2016  (Windsor, Colorado)  
The Land Leader LLC, the largest land 
marketing network in America, recently 
announced a major sponsorship of The Land 
Report 100, the key issue that is published 
annually of America’s largest landowners. 
The agreement, which was finalized this fall, 
includes sponsorship by exclusive regional 
broker members of LandLeader and will launch 
with the release of the 2016 Land Report 100 
in December. 
 Tarrant & Harman Real Estate and Auction 
Co., Illinois’ exclusive LandLeader member 
that specializes in recreational, sporting, farm, 
ranch, timber and rural land for sale, aligns 
perfectly with The Land Report’s annual special 
issue due to their diverse and widespread 
inventory of rural land for sale.  
 “LandLeader’s national network of leading 
land brokers is a perfect fit for The Land Report 
100,” says Land Report Publisher Eddie Lee 
Rider Jr. “LandLeader exclusive members offer 
regional expertise in all land uses — timber 
tracts, ag land, plantations, recreational 
properties, and more sophisticated multi- use 
holdings. The marketing reach of LandLeader 
members mirrors the breadth and diversity of 
America’s leading landowners.” 
 Tarrant & Harman Real Estate and 
Auction Co. owner Travis Tarrant echoed this 
notion, “As a member of LandLeader, we are 
proud to sponsor this issue. Not only do we 
represent the regional real estate services 
of LandLeader, we live and breathe land 
ownership and support the industry’s media 
efforts to promote this way of life.”  

 LandLeader found this sponsorship to 
fit nicely with their strategic marketing plan. 
“Each year, the publication of The Land Report 
100 stands out like a beacon that illuminates 
land, landowners, and the stewardship of our 
country’s greatest asset. It is a celebration 
of all the things that we in the LandLeader 
network stand for. When Eddie Lee presented 
the sponsorship opportunity to us, we jumped 
at the chance to partner with The Land Report,” 
says Dax Hayden, Managing Director for 
LandLeader. 
 For more information on LandLeader, call 
844- 281- 4301 or visit their website at www.
landleader.com. 

About LandLeader 
 LandLeader is the largest marketing 
network of real estate professionals that 
specialize in rural land for sale. The company 
launched in 2014 and offers full marketing and 
advertising efforts for its exclusive territory 
members and their properties for sale. The 
program includes a complete marketing 
plan, including highly ranked mobile friendly 
web platforms, national print and catalog 
advertising, TV broadcast media, digital ads, 
extensive buyer and seller networks and 
exclusive proprietary marketing tactics to gain 
tremendous exposure for member listings. 

Contacts: 
Travis Tarrant, Owner/Managing Broker 
Office: (618) 433- 9436  |  Cell: (618) 974- 9259 
Web: www.TarrantAndHarman.com 
Address: 3644 Fosterburg Rd. Alton, IL 62002
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Melvin & Annie Otto 
1749 State Hwy 133

Arthur, IL 61911
Otto’s Canvas: 217-543-3007 

Conklin: 217-543-5197
www.Conklin.com

Pumpkin Pie Bars 
1C. Flour 
½ C. Oatmeal 
½ C. Brown Sugar 
½ C. Butter 
Mix and press into 9x13 and Bake at 
350° 15min.

While this Bakes mix:
2C. Pumpkin 
1 can evaporated Milk 
2 eggs 
¾ C. sugar 
½ tsp salt 
1 tsp cinnamon 
½ tsp ginger 
¼ tsp cloves

Pour onto Baked crust and Bake 
another 20 min. 

Mix
 ½ C. Chopped Pecans 
½ C. Brown Sugar 
2 TBSP Butter
Sprinkle on partly Baked filling and 
Bake another 20 min.

Annie’s Conklin Corner
 Winter is upon us; Christmas, New 
Years, Snow, Ice, Rain, Cold, for us Mid 
Westerners this is just typical and what 
we expect, but guess what every day 
brings you closer to spring! So enjoy your 
winter and holidays take time to look out 
the windows and watch that snowflake hit 
the windows, grab a cup of Hot Chocolate 
and visit with a friend or bake a favorite 
for your family; this is life in Illinois.  We 
are still busy putting up a new house and 
try to beginning to look and feel like a 
home.  We are still making Boat Covers 
and enclosures in the shop.  It does slow 
down but if seems like our winter work 
and spring work come closer together, but 
that’s O.K. Many people are finding out 
this is the time to get their boat work done 
as the waiting list isn’t as long.  
 On the Conklin Side; this month I 
want to talk about Conklin’s Lifetrack 
Products, one   of our newest is one for 
children and adults called Basics. It comes 
in Powder from mixed with water or juice 
has vitamins and minerals, Healthy Gut 
Flora also contains Cellular Energy for 
healthy heart, Brain and Body function is 

also great for Immune Support comes in 
stick packs, put in lunch pails or take one 
when you are that tired part of the day.  
Don’t forget Conklin’s has Vital HF™ for 
those colds and flu’s and take Orchard 
Omegas™ for an excellent Omega 3 ratio.  
Call me about your questions on Conklin’s 
Lifetrack products some are just common 
sense solutions at 217-543-3007 0r At 
217-543-3375

Blessings on the New Year 
Annie Otto

Don Bergstresser from Brimfield 
with a nice Peoria County deer.

Your #1 stop for closeout and overstock Fishing Tackle

FAT HOG TACKLE COMPANY

Visit www.fathogtackle.com

• Weekly Specials
•  Don’t miss out on these great prices.  
• New products arrive daily. 

Enter ASO10 on the website to 
receive a 10% discount!
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World Class Pheasant Hunting (SDH2) 
Welcome  
 This is your chance to experience a 
hunting experience of a lifetime. We are 
located just 20 minutes from the Pheasant 
Capital of the World. This is a great opportunity 
to enjoy the outdoors of South Dakota! You 
will enjoy hunting pheasant on over 3,000 
acres of prime pheasant habitat consisting of 
CRP (tall prairie grass,) unharvested corn and 
milo, sloughs, creek bottoms, drainages and 
shelter belts. We have been accommodating 
out of state hunters for the past 24 years. We 
can cater to any size group, whether it be just 
you, a couple of buddies, or all the way up to 
corporate hunting groups. Plan your trip today!

 What You Can Expect
 The hunting season runs from October 
15th-December 31st. Hunting hours are from 
noon to sunset the first week of the season 
and 10:00am to sunset the remainder of the 
season. We can comfortably accommodate up 
to 18 hunters at one time. Groups of less than 
twelve will hunt with their own group, but 
may have other hunters at the lodge. We do 
not believe in over booking, so you can enjoy 
your hunting experience to its fullest potential.
 “I would like to take a moment and say 
thanks for one of the most unforgettable hunts 
I have ever experienced. I’ve heard it said that 
seeing is believing, and so it was. I’ve never 
seen so many pheasants in one place in all my 
life! Truly, it is God’s country.

 Again, thank you for your gracious 
hospitality and I look forward to seeing 

you next year for another great hunt!” 
Don G., Marshall, TX

Accommodations
 Our newer guest lodge is ready for its 7th 
Fall of hunting. The first floor has four bedrooms 
with a vanity and sink in each. Two bathrooms 
with showers are also located on the first floor. 
On the second floor you will find the kitchen, 
dining room, a great room with a fireplace, big 
screen TV and sofas and chairs to relax in. The 
great room can be utilized for meetings.
 If nature and a nice view is what you’re 
looking for, try relaxing on the South porch. 
There is also a recreation room with pool 

table, poker table, etc. for you to enjoy.

Your Hunting Package Includes...
•  Three days of hunting and four nights of 

lodging.
•  Sporting Clays Course with 8 stations.
• Hot Tub on the North deck.
•  All home-cooked meals, soft drinks and cold 

beer after the hunt (you may bring your own 
choice of liquor.)

•  Guides and dogs. Kennels are also provided 
if you wish to bring your own dog.

•  Transportation to and from the hunting 
fields.

•  Cleaning, packaging and freezing of your 
pheasants.

• Airport pickup.

“Thanks for a wonderful time, great hunting 
and great food. The lodge is the best I’ve 
ever stayed in. I can’t wait to come back!” 

NEW YEAR’S DAY GUN AUCTION
2601 Lake Land Blvd. Mattoon, IL

Sunday, January 1st at 9:00am 

950 Guns - - Guns Safes - - 950 Guns

Firearm preview Sat. December 31st, 
5:00pm – 8:00pm

Ron Baker, FFL (217)273-5056
Bauer Auction Service, LLC.  Lic. #440000242

(217) 259-5956
See complete listing & 6,000 photos at www.bauerauction.com

Colt Snake Guns; Win. & Marlin Levers; Sporting Rifles; S&W Revolvers; 
Colt SAA’s; Les Baer; Browning Citori, Grade 6, Superposed; 

Drillings & Cape Guns; U.S. & Foreign Military Hand Guns; Civil War; 
Palm Pistols & Cane Guns; Kimbers; Parker/Win. 20ga.; 1941 Johnson; 

Walther G43; Russian SVT; M1 Garands, Carbines; Mauser Sporting & Military 
Rifles;  Early Colt Autos; Win. 12’s & 42’s; Win. 1866 SRC

S&W 5906 9mm Colt Woodsman .22LR

Mauser 1914 .32 Colt Diamondback .38 
Special

Kimber Stainless Raptor11 
.45acp

Manhattan Arms Pre 98 
Navy .36

Parker Pre 98 Double 12 ga Colt Anaconda .44 Mag

OUTDOOR 
CONNECTION

By 
Gerald 

A. 
Sampen,

O.C.
Salesman

Outdoor Connection offers fishing, hunting, and outdoor adventures over a large part of the world. We book 
virtually any size group or party; from a single moose or bear hunter, a family fishing trip, an Alaskan yacht 
cruise for 10, corporate group trips, incentive trips, conventions and trips to help for fundraising. 

We represent over 300 lodges and outfitters for your hunting, fishing, and outdoor pleasure. Remember if 
we represent them we’ve been there. 
Gerald A. Sampen (OC Salesman)

Featuring 2 Of 23 “With Wings” We Represent
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Sales Rep: Gerald Sampen • 217-376-3873
Agent: Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • jmontgomery@jamig.com www.

MontysOutdoorConnection.com

sunset for the rest of the season.  A recent 
addition is the recreation room with a pool 
table, poker table, cooler, bar for your snacks 
and beverages.

Your hunting package includes the 
following:
•  Three days of hunting and four nights 

lodging.
•  Minimum of 6 hunters, maximum 18 hunters
• Sporting Clays Course with 10 stations.
• Hot Tub on the north deck.
•  All home cooked meals, soft drinks and cold 

beer for after the hunt. (You may bring your 
own choice of liquor.)

•  Guides and dogs provided. Kennels provided 
if you wish to bring your own hunting dogs.

•  Transportation to and from the hunting 
fields.

•  Cleaning, packaging, and freezing of your 
pheasants.

• Airport pick up.

 “Ring Necks” Plus Walleyes And More! 
(SDH6/SDF1)
About Us
 This outfitter is a second generation 
outfitting business that has been providing 
h u n t i n g 
and fishing 
services in 
South Dakota 
for two 
decades. They 

are centrally located on Lake Oahe in South 
Dakota. This location on the Missouri River 
provides close proximity to the best walleye 
fishing and all other species that Lake Oahe 
has to offer.
 South Dakota is also famous for its superb 
pheasant hunting. SD pheasant numbers have 
skyrocketed in recent years. The outfitter 
controls over 8,000 private acres of well-
managed, prime pheasant habitat. Twenty plus 
years of habitat development that focuses on 
pheasants and other upland game has made 
this area the place to visit on a person’s SD wild 
bird hunting adventure. That’s right folks, there 
are no pen raised birds here.

Ice Fishing Information
 Ice fishing is definitely, another one of 
South Dakota’s best kept secrets. Starting 
around the first of the year, walleyes are in 
abundance for ice fisherman on Lake Oahe. 
The outfitter caters to all ice fishing needs. 
When fishing with them, leave all headaches 
behind and enjoy the trip. They provide 
virtually everything, including two 20 foot 
icehouses with thermostatic heat allowing a 
comfortable stay. They want this to be a fun, 
relaxing vacation. They offer two choices of 

packages: the Do-it-yourself package and the 
complete package.

Accommodations
 The lodge is a specialty resort which 
caters not only to this outfitter’s hunters and 
fishermen, but outdoorsmen and women 
hunting and fishing on their own and families 
traveling around SD. The lodge has six rooms, 
each with two full beds and one single bed, and 
a private bath. There is a game room with poker 
table, pool table, and dart board. There are 
three separate sitting areas, one on each floor, 
each with satellite television. There is a wrap-
around deck and a walk-out basement to enjoy 
the great outdoors and just relax after a day on 
the waters of Lake Oahe or in the field. Come 
and enjoy the peace and serenity the SD prairie 
while hunting or fishing with this summer.

Information Packet - Hunting
 They are a second generation outfitting 
business that has been providing hunting 
and fishing services in South Dakota for two 
decades. We are centrally located on Lake Oahe 
in South Dakota. This location on the Missouri 
River provides us with close proximity to the 
best walleye fishing and all other species that 

Heavy-duty neoprine tubing hooks with ease to keel for storage.
Allows anchor to be easily removed, even in cold and wet weather. 

Even while wearing gloves!

Anchors are sold by the dozen, available in two weights.
4 oz. Anchor & 8 oz. Anchor

Phone (800) 647-6363 & (662) 494-5092 
Fax (662) 494-7211 • E-Mail: janice@bnmpoles.com

PO Box 231 • (Shipping: 1224 N. Eshman Ave.) • West Point, MS 39773

THE FASTEST, EASIEST SYSTEM FOR 
SETTING OUT & RETRIEVING DECOYS.

Saves time  • Eliminates tangles 
Prevents decoy paint wear

Save time, reduce tangles, and eliminate 
decoy paint wear - with ACE!

SPRING SNOW GOOSE HUNTS
Arkansas, Missouri, South Dakota

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DUCK & GOOSE HUNTS
CANADA GOOSE HUNTS

Rochester MN, “Home of the Giants”

Dean Tlougan • 507-261-2072 • DeanTlougan@hotmail.com

www.GooseGrinders.com
www.SnowGooseGrinders.com

Minnesota’s Largest Guide Service . . . MORE FIELDS THAN ANYONE!
World & State Champion Callers! BOOK TODAY FOR A GREAT HUNT!

PREMIER FLIGHT GUIDE SERVICE

Carl, Lawrenceville, GA
 Information Packet

 They can comfortably accommodate 
eighteen hunters at a time. Groups of less than 
twelve will hunt with their own group, but may 
have other hunters at the lodge. They do not 
believe in over booking, because this is your 
hunt of a lifetime and you should enjoy this to 
the fullest potential.

About Them
 Here’s your chance to experience a 
pheasant hunt of a life time. A great opportunity 
to enjoy the great outdoors of South Dakota, 
located just twenty two miles from the pheasant 
capital of the world. You will enjoy hunting 
pheasants on over three thousand acres of prime 
pheasant habitat consisting of CRP (tall prairie 
grass), unharvested corn and milo, sloughs, creek 
bottoms, drainages, and shelter belts.    
 They have been accommodating out of 
state hunters for the past twenty five years. 
We cater to any size group, whether it be you, 
a couple of your buddies, or all the way up to 
corporate hunting groups. Their guest lodge 
was built in the summer of 1999, it will house 
18 hunters. 
 You will be able to hunt wild birds on 
over 3,000 acres of habitat. The season is 
from October 18 to January, hunting hours will 
be noon to sunset the first week, 10:00 am to 

 “With Wings” continued . . .
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Lake Oahe has 
to offer. South 
Dakota is also 
famous for its 
superb pheasant 
h u n t i n g . 
South Dakota 
pheasant numbers have skyrocketed in recent 
years. We control over 8000 private acres 
of well-managed, prime pheasant habitat. 
Twenty plus years of habitat development that 
focuses on pheasants and other upland game 
has made our area the place to visit on your 
South Dakota WILD BIRD hunting adventure. 
That’s right folks there are no pen raised birds 
here. We offer the best wild bird hunt that 
South Dakota has to offer! 
 Meet Chad the owner/operator of this 
outfitter. Since an early age, Chad has dreamed 
of two things being a professional fisherman 
and owning his own hunting and fishing lodge. 
In 2004, his dreams began to materialize 
with the construction of his lodge. The dream 
became reality in 2007 after he was awarded 
the title of PWT Rookie of the Year. In his first 
three seasons as a walleye pro, he accumulated 
7 top ten awards, numerous money finishes, 
along with a number one ranking amongst 
professional walleye anglers in 2008.

Pheasant Hunts
 Rooster!!! That is one word that you 
will here in abundance when you are hunting 

in South Dakota with this outfitter. We pride 
ourselves on providing our customers with a 
“real” South Dakota hunting adventure with 
100 percent wild birds. This is a true to life, 
uncanned pheasant hunt….no pen raised birds! 
Our 8000 private acres of prime, South Dakota 
pheasant habitat consists of CRP, food plots, 
managed farm ground, cattail slews, weedy 
draws and luscious pasture. With the wide 
variety of habitat, we can accommodate large 
and small groups. Large numbers of pheasants 
can be expected, with a chance of harvesting an 
occasional sharp tail grouse or prairie chicken. 
We do provide the hunting dogs, but you are 
more than welcome to bring your own. When 
on our package, the only expense to you will be 
your shells, license, and gratuity for guides.

Lodging
 This lodge is a specialty resort which 
caters not only to our guided hunters and 
fishermen, but outdoorsmen and women hunting 
and fishing on their own and families traveling 
around South Dakota visiting the various 
attractions. It was constructed in the spring of 
2004 and overlooks the beautiful South Dakota 
prairie and is on Lake Oahe.  It has six rooms, 
each with two full beds and one single bed, and 
a private bath.  There is a game room with poker 
table, pool table, and dart board.  There are three 
separate sitting areas, one on each floor, each 
with satellite television.  There is a wrap-around 
deck and a walk-out basement to enjoy the great 

outdoors and just relax after a day on the waters 
of Lake Oahe or in the field.  Come and enjoy the 
peace and serenity of the South Dakota prairie 
while staying with us.

Information Packet-Fishing
 Ice fishing is definitely, another one of 
South Dakota’s best kept secrets. Starting 
around the first of the year, walleyes are in 
abundance for ice fisherman on Lake Oahe. 
We cater to all your ice fishing needs. When 
fishing with us, leave all your headaches 
behind and enjoy the trip. We provide you 
with virtually everything, including two 20 foot 
icehouses with thermostatic heat allowing you 
to stay comfortable. We want this to be a fun, 
relaxing vacation. We offer you two choices of 
packages: the do it yourself package and the 
complete package.

Lodging
This lodge is a specialty resort which caters not 
only to our guided hunters and fishermen, but 
outdoorsmen and women hunting and fishing 
on their own and families traveling around 
South Dakota visiting the various attractions.  
It was constructed in the spring of 2004 and 
overlooks the beautiful South Dakota prairie 
and is located on Lake Oahe. It has six rooms, 
each with two full beds and one single bed, 
and a private bath. There is a game room with 
poker table, pool table, and dart board.  There 
are three separate sitting areas, one on each 
floor, each with satellite television.  There is a 
wrap-around deck and a walk-out basement to 
enjoy the great outdoors and just relax after a 
day on the waters of Lake Oahe or in the field.  
Come and enjoy the peace and serenity of the 
South Dakota prairie while staying with us.

If you are interested in any of the adventures featured in this article 
or in any of the other adventures that Outdoor Connection offers give 

us a call. These adventures make excellent gifts for high school and 
college graduations, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, fund raisers 

and Christmas. TIME TO BOOK NOW!
Your Outdoor Connection Salesman:  

Gerald Sampen, 27 N. Bennett St. Apt. 202 Geneva, IL 60134  • 217-376-3873
Your Outdoor Connection Agent: 

Justin Montgomery  217-871-3118 • Email: Justin.Montgomery78@gmail.com
www.MontysOutdoorConnection.com
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 There is little doubt among American 
sportsmen that Michigan is one of the top 
ruffed grouse hunting states in America. 
The reason is simple: grouse hunting in 
Michigan is good. Very good.
 Department of Natural Resources 
hunter surveys indicate just how good; 
in an era in which small-game hunting 
is generally in decline across the state, 
grouse hunter numbers are hanging in 
there. More hunters say they hunt ruffed 
grouse than any other small game species.
 So what makes Michigan such a 
great grouse hunting environment? In 
a part of the country (the Upper Great 
Lakes region) that’s known for ruffed 
grouse, Michigan has one virtue that 
transcends most states: plentiful habitat. 
In order to hunt grouse, you have to have 
land, and Michigan hunters have more 
access to land than anywhere east of the 
Mississippi River—some 10 million-plus 
acres, to be specific.
 There are more than four million acres 

WHY MICHIGAN IS A TOP 
STATE FOR GROUSE HUNTERS

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately 
owned corporation established in 1942.

A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
 • Professional farm management
 • Real estate brokerage
 • Full line insurance services
 • Livestock operations management
 • Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
 • Providing professional services with a personal touch!

Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop 
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman

213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM

of state forest land, close to three million 
acres of national forest land, and some 2.2 
million acres of commercial forest land—
privately owned property that is open to 
the public for hunting and fishing. Add 
in various other accessible lands—some 
public school-owned forests and some 
open park lands—and 10 million acres 
could be a conservative estimate.
 Ruffed grouse aren’t everywhere, of 
course, but they thrive in early successional 
forest lands, which are maintained by 
aggressive timber harvest programs. 
Michigan is especially aggressive in that 
regard and becoming more so.
 “I think the next 10 years will be better 
than the last 10 because I see a change in 
how we harvest timber,” said Fritz Heller, 
a well-known (and highly successful) 
Michigan grouse hunter. “We’re managing 
with more of a bent towards balancing the 
age classes of forests. Instead of seeing a 
300-acre cut, they’re cutting five 30-acre 
blocks and then coming back 10 years later 

and cutting the other 
five blocks. That’s 
creating more edge 
habitat for the grouse 
and they thrive on the 
edge.
 “We have had a 
lot of habitat that was 
a little too young or a 
little too old for prime 
grouse hunting,” he 
continued. “But over 
the next few years 
we’re going to have a 
lot of habitat coming 
into prime age-
classes and the way 
we cut now, we’ll see a lot coming in the 
future.”
 And that’s just state land. The 
national forests—which seemed to be 
too timid about cutting because of the 
public-relations aura surrounding “old 
growth forest” a couple of decades ago—
is getting with the program, too.
 “The feds are actually harvesting at 
a rate that I did not see a decade ago,” 
Heller said. “I never thought the Feds 
could get rid of the green tape to get it 
cut, but they have.”

 But Heller points out that some natural 
geographic features of Michigan that 
make for good grouse habitat regardless 
of timber management policies.
 “The amount of tributaries to the 
Great Lakes in Michigan creates a lot of 
non-traditional habitat without it being 
subject to the saw,” Heller said. “Take 
the western shore of Lake Michigan 
for an example—it has six to eight 
tributaries that support steelhead and 
salmon runs. Now look at the eastern 
shore of Lake Michigan—the Michigan 

Luke Lee Gaule & David Lee Gaule 
AUCTIONEERS

SUNDAY JANUARY 8 AT 10:00AM
OVER 140  GUNS

Guns, Tools, Antiques, and Boats

Auction located 1 mile east of I-55 on Route 29 South, 
Springfield, IL, then North on Tuxhorn Rd 1 ¾ miles.

Watch for Auction Signs Day of Auction
5033 Gaule Rd., Springfield, IL 62712

217.523.7272
For pictures go to www.lukeleegaule.com

Fritz Heller, Left, and his brother Ric 
compare Michigan Grouse

By Bob Gwizdz
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12628 CR 300N, CHANDLERVILLE
                  34 acres timber with abundant deer and turkey 

hunting.  Very nice 2 story home with 3 bdrms and an 
open floor plan on the main level with second full kitchen 
and 3 additional bdrms and family room on lower level.

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff

217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

Crown jewel of duck hunting on the Illinois River between 
Sanganois’ Ash Swale and Crane Lake.  200 acres levied for 
water control, easy to hunt, modern cabin. Great for family 
hunting or member club. First time on market since 1967.

More photos can be found at 
kennedysarff.com/recreational-hunting.

shoreline—there are three to four times as 
many tributaries. We have water flowing 
everywhere in Michigan at a much higher 
rate than other upper Great Lakes states. 
Those stream corridors create habitat. 
They give us natural light openings, which 
produce alders, cedars, brushy shrubs—
habitat zones that are not created by the 
saw like aspen—that support grouse and 
offer diversity the forest.”
 The water courses provide moisture 
to the soils which pays off in outstanding 
mast production, everything from apples to 
acorns. Hunters who identify grouse hunting 
areas based on food supplies can have a 
hard time deciding where to hunt because 
wild fruit is so prevalent, especially during 
wet years (like this one).
 “I wouldn’t necessarily recommend that 
hunters work along stream edges, but there 
are days we spend our entire day along 
water,” Heller said. “You can’t always get 
good shooting in there around the spruces 
and cedar and tamaracks because it’s such high-quality escape cover, but the birds are in 
there.”
 But if there’s one over-riding characteristic of Michigan’s forests its aspen. Aspen 
flower buds are an important winter food for grouse—when most everything else is 
covered with snow—and Michigan boasts some 365,000 acres of aspen forest on state 
lands alone. Much of Michigan’s state forest land came into state ownership because 
of tax reversion; early settlers found they couldn’t farm the land successfully because of 
relatively poor soils. But those same poor soils grow aspen perfectly well.
 If that’s not enough to get you started, the Department of Natural Resources has 
taken to developing areas it calls GEMS (Grouse Enhanced Management Sites) with 
walking trails through prime grouse habitat. Beginners can spend a couple of hours on a 
GEMS site and then be able to identify what sort of habitat they should be hunting. And 
there’s plenty of it.
 For more information on Michigan grouse hunting visit www.michigan/wildlife.

Fritz Heller admires a grouse 
retrieved for him by his lab

Grant Koerner with the coyote that his grandfather Bill Bryan
trapped on his farm in Kewanee.
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There is a song called “Diamonds Are 
A Girl’s Best Friend”.  In the case of ice 
fishing, Diamonds are an angler’s best 
friend – that is if they are Custom Jigs & 
Spins’ Diamond Jigs.
 Readers of this column know how 
much I use many of Custom Jigs & 
Spins’ products, especially the Ratfinkee, 
Demon and Ratso for year-around fishing.  
Within the past few years a couple of 
other jigs this company produces – Gill 
Pill and Diamond – are quickly becoming 

frequently used items in my arsenal of 
ice tackle.  The Diamond is especially 
important because of its size and weight.
 The Diamond Jig is small, like most of 
the ice jigs used for panfish.  However, it 
is much heavier, and because of that is a 
very useful lure in certain situations.
 Its hook has a very short shank, which 
is good for tipping with wax worms, 
spikes, Gulp Waxies and Minnow Heads, 
and Power Crappie Nibbles.  Anything 
larger, unless it is a Finesse Noodel or 

DIAMONDS ARE AN ANGLER’S 
BEST FRIEND

Wedgee, will not work 
as well.
 While I’ve used 
the Diamond in regular 
ice fishing, its primary 
use has been in deeper 
water, and when 
needing to reach depths 
quickly.  During each 
of these situations it is 
not when the fish need 
a slow fall to produce 
strikes.
 Using a lighter 
weight jig in water over 
10 feet, or if fish are 
suspended at any depth 
greater than that mark, is often frustrating 
having the line reach the spot, and have 
the proper feel.  With the Diamond it will 
have the same size as the smaller jig, but 
have the weight to get it to the deeper 
depth, and stretch the line enough for 
better strike detections, and presentation.  
By having the line stretched a “lift bite”, 
where the line is moved upward, and a 
“jerk” bite can be detected much easier.  
It will also help when using a coil-spring 
bobber, like the Frabill Panfish Popper, 
and the highly sensitive Frabill Titanium 

A Great Year To Catch Cats And Crappie With B’n’M.
Three “Silver Cat Magnum” Rods for hauling in the heaviest 
catfish, and our exclusiveline of “Duck Commander” 
Crappie Poles and Rods.
Snag ‘em while they’re hot . . .
at your local retailer or at
www.bnmpoles.com

Post Office Box 231, West Point, MS 39773
Toll Free: 1-800-647-6363 • Voice 662-494-5092

Office Hours: 7 am - 5 pm CST

adjustable spring bobber, which I highly 
recommend when fishing deeper water.
 There are times when the fish are 
so active that getting the lure to them 
quickly is extremely important, especially 
in a tournament.  The fish will move in to 
an area, feed quickly and get out.  In this 
situation a slow falling presentation is 
not the answer.  The lure needs to be to 
the fish as fast as possible, and normally 
takes very little jigging when it reaches 
the target area.  The Diamond’s weight 
is the perfect answer.  Other jigs can be 

When crappies are holding in deep water, in many 
cases, it is important to get down to them quickly.
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used, but a split shot has to be added, 
which I like to avoid if at all possible.  
Split shot is good, but when the fishing is 
fast it can get in the way of many things 
– catching on ice edges and causing a 
tangle once the fish is trough the hole are 
just a couple of possible problems.  With 
the Diamond it takes care of it all in one 
little “fish catching” package at the end of 
the line.
 As with most jigs the angler has to 
give it the proper action.  My favorite knot 
for jigs is a King Sling, which is a loop-
knot.  This sort of knot, and light line of 
2 to 4 pound test is very important to the 
action of the Diamond.
 Since it falls quickly to the “fish 
zone”, there is only the attraction of the 
lure itself, and the angler’s presentation.  
Stopping it a few feet above the desired 
depth can make a slower approach by 
slowly working the jig with a slow-short 
pumping motion as the line is being 
lowered.  I like to stop it about 3 feet 
above the area, and work it downward.  
Many times, my Vexilar unit will show 
the fish starting to move upward, which 
indicates that they are in a feeding mode, 
and ready to take the jig.

 If the fish don’t hit after the depth 
is reached, then work it below the area 
holding the fish, and then back up above 
the zone, before heading back down.
 Another advantage to this heavier jig 
is the commotion it can cause.  There are 
times when the fish will strike if the brush 
is bumped a little harder, knocking off a 
very slight amount of debris, or hitting the 
bottom when fish are holding close to that 
area.  It can slightly stir up some of the 
debris on a flat or rocky bottom, which 
many times makes a fish investigate what 
may be burrowing.
 I carry at least 4 fully rigged Frabill 
Straight Line rod/reel combos.  One 
always has a Diamond tied on.  Because 
there are several sizes and colors, I start 
with one that may be the best choice for 
the depth and body of water being fished 
– usually a medium size in a glow color, or 
a metallic jig with Glow-On painted on the 
bottom or top half.  Of course, as with all 
fishing this will possibly change during the 
day, but at least it is ready to go for any of 
the aforementioned situations.
 For more information about the 
Diamond you can visit the Custom 
Jigs & Spins website at www.
customjigsandspins.com.

 If you have any questions about this or another fishing subject, drop me a line 
through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® website at www.dansfishntales.com, or Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/dansfishntales.  The website also provides a link to the Adventure 
Sports Outdoors’ website.
 Until next time, get out on the water, and enjoy a great day of fishing.

THE 16TH ANNUAL

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
MARCH 17, 18 & 19, 2017

Jackson County Fairgrounds
1212 East Quarry Street • Maquoketa, Iowa

For photos and updated listings visit:

www.circlemauctions.com
VENDORS: SPOTS AVAILABLE!

For more info on buying or selling, contact:

Steve Morehead at 563.652.9780
circlemauctions@yahoo.com

Friday, March 17th
BIG ANTLER AUCTION
Auction starts at 9am

Saturday March 18th
Taxidermy & Decor Auction
Auction starts at 9am

Sunday, March 19th
Gun & Sporting Goods Auction
Auction starts at 9am

All unmounted antler sales on Friday 
including trophy sheds & racks as well as 
poundage and craft grade antler whitetail, 
moose, elk, fallow, axix, sika, and more!

Taxidermy mounts from North America & around 
the world (including antlered specimens), tanned 
furs, fish mounts, rustic decor, log furniture & log 
home decore, antler lighting & more.

Starting with guns (our sales have averaged around 
150 guns) Vintage & collectible sporting goods, boats, 
canoes, 4 wheelers & outdoor fun items, antique 
americana & more!

Bid on New Stock on THURSDAY
at 5pm on ALL non-cataloged items

A glow colored Diamond Jig, 
tipped with a wax worm, is 

responsible for catching a lot 
of deeper water bluegills.

The Vexilar unit shows more 
fish suspended half the way 

down the water column, which 
is a time to get the Diamond Jig 
out for a quick drop back down 

to the level holding fish.
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WHY YOUR NEXT ICE FISHING 
SUIT SHOULD FLOAT
By Joel Nelson

 My first ice trip to Lake Erie years 
back was a real eye-opener. As masses of 
anglers converged on the shoreline west 
of Sandusky, Ohio, many looked like part 
of a search-and-rescue team rather than 
fishermen. Equipped with survival suits, as 
in the kind you’re used to seeing the Coast 
Guard wear, these hard-water fanatics 
looked as if they were very prepared to go in 
the drink. As they deployed in the morning 
hours on top of ATVs, snowmobiles, and 
even air-boats, you could tell that for a 
good number of them, there was a clear 
concern and plan for thin ice and the safety 
precautions that go with it.
 Fast forward to today, where a 
pair of insulated brown work bibs 
have given way to specific ice apparel 

designed with anglers in mind. Pockets 
are ergonomically located, big enough 
to hold small tackleboxes, and vented 
to drain water in the event of a plunge 
through the ice. Knees and rear-end are 
padded with neoprene to allow anglers 
who kneel on the ice even more comfort. 
Fabric is reflective so you can be seen 
on a dark night, and it’s ultra-durable for 
years and years of use. Not to mention, 
several of today’s suits such as Striker 
ICE brands have a flotation layer built-in 
– super comfortable and super safe!

Near Death Experiences
 Thinking back to first ice forays, 
probably one of the most dangerous 
situations I’ve been in was Minnesota’s 
Duluth Harbor on Lake Superior. Ice cutters 
roll through to keep the harbor open for 
shipping, which results in a continual ebb 
and flow of ice-chunks, open water, and 
ultimately “safe ice” that is broken and 

refrozen on a daily basis. The scariest of 
propositions is trap-door ice, which is a 
large chunk that floats off the ice sheet, 
then wanders back and partially locks 
up. Step on the end of one, and you drop 
below the waterline as the other end of 
the chunk rotates back over the top of you, 
quite literally sealing your fate.
 While heading out on Duluth 
Harbor in the pre-dawn darkness, an 
unseasonable rain left the ice jet-black 
and wet, thus hiding any treacherous ice 
spots. Everything looked the same. Even 
with headlamps and ice chisels, one of our 
companions pushed ahead and literally 
walked right into open water – a 6-foot 
gap where ice sheets had separated. 
Grant was fortunate enough to kick a few 
times and pull himself up on the far sheet, 
only to have to jump back into the water to 
get back on our side. As he pushed off the 
far ice sheet with his heels, Grant dove 
forward, plunging the picks we threw 

him deep into the ice on our side of the 
crack. Our day was done, as too much 
had already been risked, though with 
some flotation I would’ve been much less 
concerned for our friend.

Special Ice Suit Benefits
 From experience I can tell you that 
manufacturers’ claims stand up to actual 
lake and pool testing by many individuals, 

The author’s favorite hard-water 
fishing suit is the Predator jacket 

and bib from Striker ICE
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Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Ted Nugent

large and small. Thankfully, I’ve not been 
one of them, though I’ve worn suits from at 
least three of the floating suit companies 
on the market. The best part? I didn’t know 
that what I was wearing had flotation. The 
suits wore exactly as any ice-designed bibs 
and jacket I’ve worn before, all for about 
the same price as other suits in their class.
 Another benefit often overlooked is 
felt during mid-winter, when ice conditions 
are usually at their most safe. The flotation 
that’s used in my Striker ICE Predator 
jacket and bib is exceptionally wind-proof, 
waterproof and warm. This is most readily 
apparent when temps and wind-chill are 

at their worst, or when riding to and from 
your destination on a snowmobile or ATV.
 Within the Striker ICE suit product 
line, the difference in price (example, 
jackets from $159 to $269) is feature-
driven and warmth-related; all of the 
garments have the same flotation benefit. 
In my experience, the flotation layer adds 
to the garment’s warmth, so I find myself 
more than comfortable, even in extreme 
temps, with the Predator suit. In fact, 
I’m usually venting my Predator jacket 
because I’m often a bit too warm. Keep 
in mind that I’m pretty actively fishing, 
moving and drilling holes, though.

   As for keeping you safe 
on the ice, if you can’t 
afford both a Striker ICE 
jacket and a bib, I suggest 
buying just the jacket. 
The bibs are nice, but I 
talked to a guy who went 
through the ice wearing 
only a flotation bib and it 
can be a bit awkward with 
your lower half wanting to 
float and your upper half 
wanting to sink. That said, 

I use the jacket/bib tandem 
in different scenarios. 

Usually when riding out on a machine or 
spudding onto early ice, I’m wearing both 
a flotation jacket and bib to keep me warm. 
Then, depending on the air temp and wind, I 
typically shed the jacket when hole-hopping 
and rely on a good, long underwear top and 
a warm hoodie.
 With all of the choices presented for 
today’s ice angler, and the improvements, 
comfort, and function built-in, there’s 
no good reason to not look at getting a 
dedicated ice suit. One thing to be clear 
on, however, is that floating suits are NOT 
meant to push the boundaries of safe ice. 
Rest assured, if a break-through occurs, 
you’re covered, but these suits are for 
peace of mind, not careless or reckless 
abandonment of reason when it comes to 
staying on top of hard water.
 No ice is ever fully safe, and while 
the suit will float you, it can’t ensure you 
won’t hit your head, or cut yourself on an 
auger blade going down. These are real 
concerns that should still cause you to use 
caution as the first line of defense against 
unsafe ice. The hidden floating layer in an 
ice suit is simply in the background to bail 
you out should the unthinkable happen.

www.outdoorhub.com
Images by Joel Nelson

Hole-hopping with a warm hoodie and 
a Striker ICE bib.

Wearing a personal flotation device 
(i.e. life jacket) over bulky winter 
clothes can be cumbersome, and 

that’s where a modern ice suit excels. 
It fits like a traditional winter parka/
bib combo, but with the additional 

benefit of life-saving flotation.
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PinkOutdoors.comPinkOutdoors.com
by Keli Van Cleave
THE WILEY COYOTE

 Coyotes inhabit all land filled areas of North America, but they are not evenly distributed. 
As is the case with people, coyotes are attracted by certain types of habitat. Land out West 
populated with pronghorn, elk, deer, cattle and sheep, is prime coyote country. Most hunters 
are familiar with the hatred livestock owners, especially sheep owners, feel toward coyotes. 
To keep you one trick ahead of these cagey canines, we’ve found some radical hunting tactics 
for the coyotes who have settled into your zone.
 Have you ever stared out across promising coyote country with hopes that you will see 
the big bad coyote sitting on a mound in your sight. The odds are stacked against you this time 
of year. Over the past years, I’ve sat in the field with my husband and experienced countless 
number of times when the coyote’s keen eyes and relentless nose gave them the upper hand. 
With each failure, we were left with a sense of defeat and a motivation to swing the odds 
into our favor.  Whether through reading blogs, watching, hearing, or developing skills on our 
own, we have assembled a strong hand in the game of coyote calling that has given us odds 
most would quiver over. Throughout this article, I’ve singled out the 3 important factors my 
husband has mastered: location, confidence and gear. 
 I feel the gear list is simple for him. He consistently preaches being mobile and quiet is 
the key. He uses both electronic and mouth calls which adds to a variety, however, I’ve noticed 
while sitting near him that the mouth call appears to sound the most natural in the elements. 
It’s easy to carry both types of calls into the field to mix up audible offerings. Of all their gear, 
their shooting sticks are especially important. “Shooting sticks are a critical part of my gear,” 
Michael states.” The sticks keep my muzzle up and pointed in the direction I hope the coyote 
will appear, and this keeps movement to a minimum. In addition, the sticks keep one hand 
free so I can blow my call or run the remote for the electronic caller. Finally, the stability of the 
shooting sticks aid in making a clean shot.”

 I’ve read in multiple articles the phrase, “Call for 15 minutes 
and if nothing responds, move to a new site.”  In some scenarios, 
that may be the case. It also might be the case if you have the key 
to expansive private land where nobody else has permission to 
call or if you get out early before prime-time winter calling.
 It’s not the case if you have to compete with everyone 
else on limited public land or during the weekend calling 
contests. More often than not you’ll be dealing with 
educated, paranoid coyotes that take longer to come to a 
call, and they approach a calling site with more caution.
 Out West, the popularity of the sport has skyrocketed, 
and with popularity comes pressure. To find success in 
pressured areas is to extend your time spent on stand. More 
and more dogs are becoming call-shy or call-educated. 
 Why is the dying rabbit call seem to be the favorite for 
coyote calling? The main reason is that coyotes thrive on small 
game like rabbits and mice. That doesn’t mean it should be 
your only call. In fact, if you had to list everything on a coyote’s 
dinner plate, you would be writing for days. Coyotes are walking 
garbage disposals and eat everything. 
 Humans aren’t the only ones that enjoy a bit of dirty talk when they are on the prowl. 
Male coyotes also have a soft side for ladies that talk trash. Confidence is everything. If they 
feel confident, they feel successful. If they don’t have confidence, they ignore everything and 
place safety at the forefront. If you want to instill confidence while at your setups, you need 
to incorporate calls that coyotes find not only non-threatening but also intriguing. 
 The easiest confidence call to master is a rabbit distress call. When February rolls around, 
a lonesome howl can intrigue a single coyote’s romantic side. But if you really want to send a 
love song out, you need to incorporate friendly and inviting sounds to bring them in. 
 Spending time in the great outdoors with your loved ones, friends or competing in 
coyote contests means you are also helping in predator management. Hunting the wild 
coyote protects our newborn deer, elk and pronghorn that already have extreme weather and 
vulnerable habitat to grow up in. 
 Hunting the predator canine in the Wild West is a great way to welcome in 2017. Happy 
New Year!

AUCTION SCHEDULE

DALE JONES AUCTION FACILITY & SALON 
Performance Auction Park, 2007 SE 3rd St. • Aledo, IL 

(309) 582-SOLD (7653) * sold@soldatjones.com 
www.SoldatJones.com

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11TH AT 9:00AM
FIREARMS & SPORTING EQUIPMENT AUCTION!
100’s of GUNS, KNIVES, VINTAGE LURES, AMMO

Colt, Smith & Wesson, Ithica, Remington, Browning, Winchester, 
Daisy and so many more

One of Illinois’s Largest Gun Auctions

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 25TH AT 10:00AM
BLIZZARD DATE FEB. 27TH

ESTATE AUCTION
LARGE SELECTION OF KNIVES & OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT

SATURDAY MARCH 25TH AT 10:00AM
FARM, CONSTRUCTION, TOOL & OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT AUCTION

The Gear & Game

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday Jan. 21 at 10:00am

Auction held at the Auction Barn 
at 1340 County Rd. 500N, Eureka

Tract #1- 78.5 Acres of Tazewell County Farm Land
Tract #2- 3.5 Acres w/brick 3 Bedroom Home & Out buildings

2800 Sq. Ft.
Black Top Drive
360’ Deep Well

New Septic System

2 miles SW of Washington, ILTazewell County, 
Washington Township, Sections 26 & 35

Property located at 
1739 Foster Rd., Washington, IL 61571
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & 
Custom Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Russ Watson, Logger: 309-696-5461

Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw
Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

300 E. War Memorial
Peoria

309-685-6606

7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100

150 B S. Main St.
Morton

309-263-2400

456 E. Main St. 
Galesburg

309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com
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WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS 
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .

Do you own timber around 
  creeks and/or rivers?
    If you do, then you most likely     
         have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:
•  Buyers of standing 

timber & cut logs.
•  Specializing in walnut 

& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.

SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH 
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

J.L. Logging • Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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