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Selling 5,000 acres of West Central Indiana Land at Auction.
The

Look for the Full Page ad in this issue!

ISRA.org

Check out the Great New ASO Web Site at www.asomagazine.com
See ASO-TV - Sat., Feb 24 at 5:30pm on WTVP, PBS Ch. 47 & on YouTube.com/ASOMagazine
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1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000

Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

BUY • SELL • TRADE
Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms . . . SAVE MONEY!
Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:
Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles
Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)
Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!

Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

62nd Annual BOAT SHOW
Saturday & Sunday March 10-11
r

Sign up fo
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2.
Instant Savings
of up to $800
on select models.
See your dealer
for details.
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1.
Six Years
of Protection
at no extra charge
on all new outboards
25 to 350 HP.

3.
Rates as low as
5.99% on new
Suzuki outboards
(OAC).*

REPOWER
FINANCE
5 Year Extended Warranty on
all New Yamaha Motors!

The Phowler Boat Company

We have a fine selection of new & quality pre-owned boats!

Heated Showroom • Financing Available

1701 Main Avenue, Clinton, Iowa 52732 | 563-242-8969

These are limited time offers. See your participating Suzuki Marine dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com.
SZ_Q1Promo_HlfPG_WIP.indd 1

www.greatlakesboatco.com
12/7/17 11:38 AM

Like us on FACEBOOK
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#1 IN CATFISHING

visit us at www.seaarkboats.com
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YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.
PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999
With Stereo,
fits 2 people.
Great for
losing weight . . .
melts the
pounds right off!

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor
Savanna, IL
815-273-1150

WORK & FISHING BOATS
Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls
Model Bow • Tunnel Hull
Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL
800-540-3254
J&J Marine
Quincy, IL
217-223-1716
Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL
618-232-1218
Southside Outboard
Paducah, KY
270-443-5626

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!
In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164 • Oquawka, IL 61469
(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

Check out our
IN GROUND,
DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!
ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

AND

OQB MARINE SHOP
1222 Hwy 164 East • Oquawka, IL 61469
Phone: 309-867-2961 • Fax: 309-867-3962
Open: Mon-Fri: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
& Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS
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ON THE COVER:

Brad Severs Co-Owner of Farm King
with a Giant Boone and Crocket Buck.
The score on this amazing deer was 324.
Congrats on a deer of a lifetime.

FEBRUARY 2018 • ISSUE #254
©Copyright 1994

Andy Bugos
309-437-2247
asoandyb@gmail.com
WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES
201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)
Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Canterbury Tales

It sure has been cold in the north this
winter but that is what it is supposed to be
this time of year. Even here in Florida we
have had some cool weather. Being a boy
from Illinois I am taking advantage of the
cold dip by doing some duck hunting. That’s
right they shoot ducks down here and it is a
lot of fun. Bluebills are the duck but teal also
come occasionally to the tidal flats. As of this
time and only really gone once no ducks in
the bag.
It is much different shooting ducks in

Harry & Cathy Canterbury
Harry’s Cell: (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell: (309) 370-6922

ASOMagazine.com
ASOMagazine.net
AD CREATION & LAYOUT:
Missy Walker
Production Manager
missywalker1974@gmail.com

Brent & Cathy Manning
visited in January, pic on
Boca Grande beach at sunset.

Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month.
Please send only digital media files.

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com
READ ASO ONLINE IN
2 DIFFERENT FORMATS!

ASOMagazine.com &
ASOMagazine.net
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Illinois but I am making head way. There are
tides to take in consideration along with wind
direction decoy set ups and other things. Our
first try at duck shooting was an experience
I don’t want to repeat. My partner, Brent
Manning and I hit a sand bar and it took 2
hours to get the boat afloat. I will say this
without a Mud Buddy motor we would still
be out on the flats.
When we hit the sand bar we went 60
yards on the sand. Every time we made a little
headway pushing the boat the tide kept going
out more. We put a shovel behind our boat
and only made a few inches at a push, and
then once in a while we would break the suck
of the boat and move a foot or so. Finally we
floated the boat and were then on our way.
There is no way we could have made it
without that Mud Buddy, what a wonderful
motor and the most dependable piece of
equipment a duck hunter can own.
The next day we did have a nice set up
and had 100’s of bill’s fly by with good shots
that should have been taken. Florida duck
hunting is fun or at least interesting to say
the least. It lasts until January 28th the limit
is two bluebills a day.
I did hear Pat Sullivan and his buddies
have been tearing the bluegills and crappies
up back home. I wish him luck but I would
rather be fishing here in a T-shirt; being a
senior citizen, its better getting a tan than
frostbite. I used to love ice fishing but not
so much now. ASO-TV did a show with Pat
scheduled for Sat. Jan. 27 at 5:30 pm. Then
see show on our YouTube.com page: ASO
Magazine.
Andy Bugos and Mike Obrien will be
hitting Mike’s Lake in Victoria Illinois where

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible for
any injury received as a result of information or advice given.
Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR
PHOTOS WITH ASO!
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Protect Your Home
Away From Home
Taking the comforts of home with
you on the road is great. Make sure
you’re covered for the unexpected,
before you leave the driveway.

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm
www.MosersShoe.com

15% OFF
ALL RED WINGS!

Style #435
Waterproof
Oil/Slip Resistant

Style #912
6” Leather Upper
Electrical Hazard

3510 West Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria
309-682-2400
82 East Fort Street, Farmington
309-245-2800
www.dempsterinsurance.com

I have fished in the
past and Mike has
one of the best managed lakes
in the country. It is one of the
most productive places I have ever fished
in Illinois. Congratulations to Mike on this
successful lake!
If you do like ice fishing please be
careful. It seems about every year or so
someone perishes by falling in the drink.
Have a plan such as extra-long rope tied to
a tree, a tool to grab the ice and don’t go
by yourself. If you don’t swim well or can’t
swim wear a life jacket. Being prepared is
number one when ice fishing.
Now another RED NOSE memory a
long time ago but not forgotten. We had
a little shack in the woods which was HQ
for all of the other activities such as eating,
playing cards having a beer etc. Paul and
Julie Merten were a big part of taking
care of us when we came back from duck
shooting. There was always a stew or
some duck dinner always with potatoes and

Fishing off Boca Grande beach
with Adam Hillyer, Roger Newton
& Tyler Degraff for giant grouper
(jewfish). Didn’t catch anything
that evening but stay tuned for
more action next month!

continued on page 8

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant

736 E. War Memorial Dr.
Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS
Serving

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport,
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Breakfast
and
Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.
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Cope Marine
is the Midwest’s
Boating
Headquarters!
Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50
O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Triton 17 TX

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13
Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport

Giant selection of new and
preowned boats in stock…
Great Factory Rebates
& Big Savings!

www.copemarine.com
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
ICE COLD BEER!

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

WATCH ASO TV • Sat. February 24 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47
See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)

or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

$

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!
12 BIG Issues! only $1895

Name____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________State___________________ Zip______________
Phone___________________________________________________________________
Email____________________________________________________________________
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SLOW COOKER BARBECUE
GOOSE SANDWICH

Grandma’s

2 tablespoons butter
1 clove garlic
1 small yellow onion- sliced
1 goose breast
1½ tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
2 cups chicken broth

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

1. Melt butter in a large saucepan
over medium heat. Add garlic and
onion and saute for 5 minutes.
Add goose breast and brown on
both sides for about 5 minutes, or until browned.

VENISON FAJITAS
2 Tbsp. oil (divided)
1 lb. Venison steak cut into 1/2” strips
1 package McCormick Fajita Seasoning
1 medium onion cut in half.  Use one
half & slice into thin slices. (Save
other half for toppings)
1/2 red bell pepper
1/2 green bell pepper
Flour tortillas warmed
Optional Topping Ideas:
Spinach or lettuce chopped
½ onion chopped
3 Roma tomatoes diced
2 cups shredded cheese
Guacamole
Sour cream
Spanish rice
Re-fried beans
Salsa

2. Add venison meat
3. Cook and stir 4 minutes or until no
longer pink. Remove from skillet.
4. In the same skillet, heat remaining
1 tbsp. oil. Add sliced onion and bell
peppers;
5. Cook and stir 3 to 5 minutes. Return
meat to skillet.
6. Stir in water and Seasoning Mix.
Cook and stir 3 minutes or until
meat is cooked through.
7. 
Spoon into tortillas. Serve with
desired toppings.

Citori 725 Field

Maxus

Dura-Touch camo finish, aluminum allow receiver, Lighting
Trigger, Speed Lock Forearm, Power Drive Gas System,
autoloader shotgun

Gloss oil finish, checkered walnut, engraved lowprofile steel receiver, mechanical tripper, Inflex recoil
pad, Invector-DS Chokes, over under shotgun

Citori 725 Trap
A-5
Black Dura-Touch camo, fiber optic front sight, humpback receiver, ergo
balanced, recoil operated kinematic drive, auto loader shotgun

1. Heat 1 Tbsp. of oil in large skillet on
medium-high heat.

G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile
receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight,
Invector-DS chokes.

M,T,W,F 9am-6pm • SAT 9am-2pm • Closed TH & SUN • Open Anytime By Appt.

Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store
Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND

Gas Pumps Open 24/7!
OPEN:
Weekdays:
4:30am-11pm
Weekends:
4:30am-12am

2. Place goose breast in slow cooker and add Worcestershire sauce. Add chicken
broth to cover (approximately 2 cups) and cook on High setting for 6 to 8
hours, or until meat falls off bone. Shred with a fork and mix with your favorite
barbecue sauce.

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

309-925-4217

TREMONT OIL COMPANY
“Your Small Town Full Service Station”
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE,
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD
& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS!

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL

309-925-2251 • gibby@dpc.net
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onions and whatever was in the garden. We
took it for granted that they would always
be there.
My dad was in Milwaukee at his job as
the head livestock buyer for Patrick Cudahy
and Company. It always was a Canterbury
gun club and I at the time was too young to
make any decisions. I was made a member
at the age of 18 and dad was busy making a
living. So all decisions were made by a vote
and that’s the way it was for a while. Doctor
John Canterbury my dad’s cousin, a man of
old values brought up the idea that the club
was a boar’s nest. I heard him say that many
times and knew that something was going to
happen. In all the years of operations there
was never a problem of any sort due to the
fact that Dad as was grandpa the only person
who said how the club would operate. It was

a dictatorship not a democracy and if you
have ever been in a club you know there is
only one chief. Many a club has fallen apart
just because of that.
One day Doc said Harry we need to
have a vote on whether or not Julie can
come here during duck season. I listened
and thought what in the world would we
do without Julie who was an Angel in every
way. We had a meeting and there were only
two votes to send Julie home one was his
and the other was Ross his son who was
not there very often. After it was decided
Bill, Frenny, Paul, Fred, Phil, Bob and me had
a sigh of relief and dad was happy too.
Doc’s idea was the club was a boar’s
nest only for men but how wrong he was.
From then on Julie was there and the
kitchen always had something on the stove
that smelled so good. What great memories
I have and what a wonderful life I just
wished everyone had the same.
We have been busy with a few friends
visiting us in Port Charlotte. It’s great having

Brent steering the Mud Buddy
motor on their 1st duck hunt!

Roger and Brent in duck
blind on #2 hunt

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL 61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com
HOURS MAY BE ADJUSTED DUE TO INCLEMENT
WEATHER, CALL AHEAD FOR UPDATES.

company with a few more coming down
before winter is over. Melvin and Annie
Otto our friends who are Amish came for a
visit from Sarasota one day and it was fun.
We spent a few hours visiting with no TV or
radio which was nice. I would say that these
folks have mastered conversation to an art. It
reminded me when I was a kid on the farm
when my grandparents would visit their
neighbors nearly 60 years ago. We laughed,
talked and had a great time for a couple of
hours just visiting.
The Amish are a reflection of how we
as Americans once were. In fact the best
part of being human is communicating
through conversation which is almost
lost today but they keep it close to their
hearts. It was refreshing. The Otto’s some
of the nicest folks I know. Thanks to their
granddaughter Lori Plank and boyfriend
Brian Jess (Mennonites) for driving them
down to our home. Otto’s Canvas Shop is
located in Arthur Illinois. They do top quality
boat covers, awnings, screens and can sew
just about anything!

Sergey & Yelena Malchenko of
Peoria good friends and neighbors
came for a visit with baby lab Thor.
Teddy Bear & Beau went nuts to
have a young male in the house!
We had a lot of fun!

February 2018

The fishing opportunities here in
South West Florida are tremendous. From
giant grouper to sharks and everything in
between you can catch fish all year long, I
made friends at the local bait shop and the
rest is history. I am looking forward to all
the things to do here in south west Florida
and fishing is on the top of the list. I will
keep you posted!
ASO will be at many Shows in
February! Stop by and say hi! Be safe out
there…be sure to keep your worm wet and
your powder dry! Harry

Great dinner with friends Brent &
Cathy Manning, Charlie & Roberta
Marshall at Doc Ford’s on Sanibel
Island after visiting J.N. Ding
Darling National Wildlife Refuge.
Darling’s Design for the First Federal
Duck Stamp~1934 made him a hero to
conservation. He guided the funding
for the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp
Act through Congress and sketched
the image for the First Federal Duck
Stamp. He created a remarkable
program of stewardship that endures
today, more than a half-century later.

Black Top Inn

10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL • 309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

CURRENT OPERATING HOURS ARE
THURSDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY 11 AM - 3 PM
MEMBER-ONLY OFF HOURS SHOOTING ALSO AVAILABLE

MARIETTA
TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays
Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern…
Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave.
We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

“Where good friends & good times get together”
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!
112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

926-6901

Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL

(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com
Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am
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ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

The New Year is in full swing and
2017 is a thing of the past. It amazes
me how fast each year goes, and it does
seem… as I get older, they get a little
faster. Seasons come and go and we look
forward to our next adventure.
There is one thing I like to do to kind
of wrap up the season. See, my dad loved
nothing more than pheasant hunting.
When Caterpillar was on strike in the 90’s,
it didn’t bother my dad one bit. He would
spend three to four days a week chasing
pheasant. His two favorite places at the
time were Site M and Sand Ridge State
Forest. He would drive from Canton IL to
these sites several times a week just for
the chance to hunt pheasants.
So now, when my season is over I try
to make my last hunt a pheasant hunt. I
use this as a way to celebrate my dad’s
life and to ensure that I am still doing the
things that he loved so much. He would
be proud of where I am today, and it hurts

not being able to share many of these
moments with him. I know in my heart he
is with me every hunt and that he watches
over me and my family.
For many years this has been
something I have done with my friends in
January. Last year I had the opportunity
to hunt with Shae Birkey and his amazing
dogs. The first call I made was to see if
Shae would like to share another hunt with
us. Of course, he said yes… so, the date
was set at Gobblers Knob in Canton, IL.
I have known Don Deul for many
years. My dad used to judge trials for him
way back in the early 90’s. So, he knew
me as a kid and we would spend several
days a year hunting his grounds. Gobblers
Knob is a fantastic pheasant hunting
experience. They have many large fields
and one in particular I enjoy more than the
others. At the back of his property is field
8 and this is a vast field of grasses and
rolling hills surrounded by trees on three
sides and a bean field on the other.
When you hunt this field, you don’t
feel like your hunting Illinois. You don’t
see any houses or other people you are
out there on an island with you just you,

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers
Buckwheat • Japanese Millet • Proso & Pearl Millet
Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

the old dog is always smarter. He moves at
a much slower speed using the wind to his
advantage the whole way. He doesn’t get to
excited until the smell of birds hits his nose.
There is nothing better than watching
this dog point. The only bird dogs I ever
hunted behind until last year were flushers.
After spending a few hunts behind pointers,
it sure does make you want a pointing dog.
Unfortunately, we have enough dogs in
our house and one lab and one pug (yes,
I allowed my wife to get a pug…he isn’t
your typical hunting dog, but he loves to
bark at turkeys, so there may be hope for
him!) is more than enough. See I know

nature and the birds. As you can see from
the accompanying picture in this article,
the field is really good size which allows
for the birds to be spread out and always a
good chance of bonus birds that someone
had miss the days prior.
So this hunt includes Tim Conover, Craig
Overcash, Al Schackow, Shae Birkey, Mike
O’Bryan and myself. We planted 25 birds in
this field and boy was I looking forward to a
great hunt. As we arrived
at the field Shae decided
we were going to give
the young dog the first
go around and then we
would come pick up any
strays with the older dog.
I think dogs are a lot
like us. When we were
young, we would go all
day at the speed of light.
As the day wears on and
the young pup has used
up most of his energy
you bring the old boy out
Mike O’Bryan, Tim Conover, Craig Overcash,
and let him teach that Al Schackow, Aldo and Brahms after a successful
pup a thing or two. See,
pheasant and chukar hunt

The Hialeah
Club
Goofy Ridge, IL
Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon
MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens
Room Dividers • Custom Projects

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368
OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays
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217.543.3007

1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133
Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.
Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972
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Chronicles . . . continued
if I get another dog then the wife wants
another dog and the next thing you know I
will be sleeping on the couch because my
bed has been overran with dogs. So, no
more dogs for me, but I sure do enjoy them
while hunting.
Shae has those dogs trained so well
and I can’t even imagine the number of
hours he has put into those dogs. One
thing is for sure, it has paid off with some
excellent hunting dogs. As we began the
hunt we were just going to take it easy
and take turns shooting. With this many
guys it just made sense to have a couple
of shooters and one backup… and if they
still can’t put that bird to the ground…
then it deserves to live another day.
As we enter the field it only took a
few minutes and the dog was on point.
He was like a rock and everybody was
full of anticipation. First up was Mike and
Shae. Hopefully it would take more than
one shot but if it did we had backup. The
first chukar hits the air like a 747 and a
couple of shots rang out and with a puff of
feathers the first bird was ready for table.
As we continued, we had several singles
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and doubles of chukars and for the most
part, we were shooting good enough to
not let any get away. Of course, until my
turn comes.
As the young dog was on point I
started in his direction. It was my turn and
Craig and others were there to back me
up. The first bird hit the air and went in the
wrong direction for me to shoot. A couple
of shots from the others… and off the
bird flew. As I was getting ready to turn
around, I look down and there is another
bird just sitting tight hoping that I wouldn’t
see him. So, I yell at Craig that I was
going to kick this bird up for us to shoot.
As I kicked the grass… out came another
chukar. The bird flew directly in front of me
and with my dad’s over/under I pulled the
trigger twice. Craig pulls his trigger three
times and off flies the bird. Somehow, we
managed to shoot 5 times at a bird that I
kicked from under my feet and didn’t raise
a feather. As any good hunter would do,
I looked at the bird, looked at my gun…
and made my excuses explaining how I
just missed a bird that was served to me
on a silver platter. Oh well, you can’t win
them all and I think those were the only
two birds that got away that day.

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &
Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com
TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!
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As we continued through
the field, we started to see
more of the pheasants that
were planted. Man, those
pheasant are in slow motion
compared to those chukars. Not
sure if Don fed those chukar’s
some special food or what, but
when them little buggers hit the
air you better be ready because
it didn’t take them long to get
away. Now when the pheasant
were getting up it felt like slow
motion. You didn’t want to shoot
them so close that you ruined
the meat. So, you had to wait
until they got out there a little
ways before pulling the trigger.
That option was not available
with Chukar. After making our
run with the young dog we
brought the old wise veteran out
to clean up what the young dog
had missed. To my amazement
we picked up the rest of our
birds and we were able to see
every bird that we had planted
that day. It was a great day with
friends and I really appreciated
everyone who came out and
enjoyed the day with me.
Now that hunting season
has come to a close there is no
way I can sit at home and go
crazy so it must be time to do

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS
1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113

3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621

608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR
Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands
available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447
8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell
One of the Peoria Area’s Oldest Watering Holes
Drink Specials Everyday!
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm
Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris
invite you to come by for a
drink and delicious meal!

4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413
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some ice fishing. A few years ago, I had no desire to ice
fish. I had tried many times as a youngster and never
caught a fish through the ice. Well, about three years
ago this would change. See, I have a friend Al Schackow
who is probably the only other person I know like me. He
can’t sit still and neither can I. Works out well for us and
our wives. If we stay home too long, we just become
annoying and the wife wants us out of the house. Even
though I don’t really ice fish, Al was determined to get
me on the hard water. After not having ice for a year or
two we finally had plenty and I agreed to go ice fishing
with him. The first time out we did pretty well and I was
really comfortable fishing out of the hut.
See, every other time I went fishing I didn’t have
a shack. That makes it so much more enjoyable. Now,
after the first time I was kind of hooked we went several
times that year and had a pretty good season. For the
last two years we haven’t had enough ice to go fishing
so to say we were hoping for ice this year would be an
understatement. Of course, as soon as we had 4 to 5
inches of ice we are there. Our first trip out, we went
to a private pond in Fulton County and for the first three
hours caught some nice blue gill and a nice crappie. At
around 10am our friend Tim joined us and after that I
never had a bite. We fished for another five hours and
nothing. That lake looked like swiss cheese when we
were finished but we never did get into another group.
We have been out many times since. We have been to
a couple of places at Banner Marsh, Evergreen Lake,
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and several private ponds with no luck to speak of.
Usually fishing the hard water is pretty good to us but
this year it seems we are having a run of bad luck.
Of course, if I go by the fishing app I have… it says
fishing has been poor every time I have been out.
Maybe I should start listening to that. However, if I
did I would be sitting around the house all weekend
and that usually doesn’t work in my world. Hopefully
the hard water will start to produce some slab blue
gill and crappie.
May your sunrises and sunsets be magical!
Andy with a nice crappie
caught on the hard water.

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza,
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

$.50 OFF ALL DRINKS ON WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Operating since 1991

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres
of geautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP
acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!
HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

The FBI
Uniform Crime
Report
is
out for 2016.
R e m e m b e r,
it takes a full year to collect and verify all
the data; the 2017 report won’t be out until
January 2019, just in case you think this is
a misprint. According to the 2016 report,
citizens took out 331 bad guys in justifiable
homicides, and the police took out another
435. That is a total of 766 of these
bums permanently out of the gene pool.
Moreover, we don’t have to support these
people in prison. In Illinois, the average cost
of keeping a prisoner is $38,268 per year.
In New York City it is a staggering
$168,000 per year. Whatever it is, wherever
you are, it is a ton of money. This, of course,
does not count the cost to the tax payers when
they would have gotten out of jail, nor the pain
they would have inflicted on innocent citizens
when they committed their next crime. Some
will say I have no faith. Nope, I don’t.
The number of NICS checks has
been tabulated for 2017, at a staggering

25,235,215, making it the second highest
number ever totaled. The highest was
27,538,673 in 2016. Right now we are
seeing bargain basement prices on entry
level AR15s. The high-end models with lots
of features still remain close to their usual
prices. Those models take more work and
are tuned for accuracy. If you don’t own an
AR15, one of the entry level models is just
fine to get starred. Now is the time to buy.
Ammunition prices are also getting near
or at the bottom. Now is a great time to buy
for the Spring, Summer and Fall shooting
season. Visit our website at isra.org and find
the link at the bottom of the page for ammo.
com. You can check prices there.
I have received several calls and emails
in the last couple of weeks asking if being an
ISRA member qualifies a person to purchase
from the Civilian Marksmanship Program
(CMP). The answer is yes, it does, as long
as you have a valid FOID Card (for those from
Illinois). In fact, anyone from any state can
join the ISRA to qualify for the CMP. I’m sure
these inquiries have a great deal to do with
the future release of the 1911s. I do not know

ISRA.org

when that date will be but I will let
you know when I find out. I do
know that when the 1911s are
released they are going to go
like hot cakes on a cold January
morning. You will need to have your
ISRA membership card in hand. The ISRA is
the state affiliate of the CMP.
Spring is just around the corner! Well,
maybe a couple of corners but it is time to
start organizing for the Spring, Summer, and
Fall shooting activities. For those with kids
who love to shoot shotgun, Illinois now has
the Illinois State High School Clay Target
League. Eligible students include those
who are in grades six through twelve. There
is no cost to the school, and it is both a coed
and a letter sport. It is also the safest high
school sport. For more information, visit
www.ilclaytarget.com. You only have until
March 1st to register a team.
This program started in Minnesota nine
years ago and that state now has 11,000
participants. A few years ago trapshooting
was on the wane and, according to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, 12 percent of the
trap shooters are under 15 years old. That
certainly bodes well for the trapshooting
sport. According to U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, there are about 5.3 million kids
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involved in the shooting sport, which is up
by an estimated 1.2 million from 2006.
If you and your children like to shoot
pistols and rifles and live in the Kankakee or
Bonfield area, don’t forget the ISRA Range
has an air pistol and air rifle league on
Wednesday evenings, from 5pm until 9pm.
For further information, contact Mike James
at mikej@isra.org.
I have mentioned that the ISRA is
preparing to engage in litigation to preserve
our Second Amendment Rights, not only in
Illinois, but throughout the United States.
The first such action will be to support an
amicus curiae (friend of the court) brief, the
Duncan v Becerra case. Duncan v Becerra is
a California case that challenges the state
law, which confiscates magazines of more
than 10 rounds. This case will go before
the notorious Ninth Circuit. Xavier Becerra
is named in the suit because he is the
California Attorney General. When a suit is
filed against a state, the Attorney General is
sued because he or she represents the state.
The anti-gun side of the case is supported
by Michael Bloomberg’s Everytown for Gun
Safety. These people are dangerous; don’t
think they are not.
In the next few months, I expect a full
scale assault on our Second Amendment
Rights by the lame stream media. Their
purpose is to try to make gun control one of

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.
SHOOTING RANGE
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS!
1100 East Jackson Ave
8919 N University St
Monmouth IL 61462
Peoria IL 61615

(309) 734-3476

(309) 683-0111

PUBLIC RANGE FEES
$12.00 per ½ Hour
$20.00 Day Pass/Hour
$5.00 Additional Person

Visit Is On The Web
www.tacshack.com

Follow Us On Facebook
@thetacshack

Contact Us By Email
sales@tacshack.com
Business Hours

Monday - Closed
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 8pm
Sunday 12pm - 6 pm

Summer Hours

May 1st - Sept 1st Open
1 hour later & Close 1 hour earlier
(except on Sundays)

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately
owned corporation established in 1942.
A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
• Professional farm management
• Real estate brokerage
• Full line insurance services
• Livestock operations management
• Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
• Providing professional services with a personal touch!
Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.

Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman
213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM
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the leading issues in the state legislatures
and a campaign issue throughout the United
States. I expect the AR15 to be the center
piece of their attack.
It is extraordinarily important that all gun
owners in Illinois, and across the nation, make
every effort to elect pro-gun candidates. It is
most important that the United States Senate
does not flip to the Democrat Party. It is a
good guess that Justice Kennedy will retire
at the end of this Supreme Court Session,
which ends in June. The new Session starts
in October. The President will nominate
someone and the Democrats will try every
delaying tactic possible, hoping to flip the
U.S. Senate in order to get a liberal judge
appointed. That must not happen. Every
state that has an election for a United States
Senator must have maximum effort from gun
owners. Even if the conservative pro-gun
candidates do not win, it forces the liberals
to spend their resources on that campaign so
those resources can’t be used elsewhere. We
need to prepare for a tough fight. If every gun
owner does everything they can, we could
actually end up with a victory. Remember
this column predicted that Donald Trump had
a chance…a week before the 2016 election.
2017 is now in the history books it is
time to consider 2018. I believe 2018 will
be a very intense year for gun owners. With
2018 being an election year, everything will
be on the line.
First, all of the Illinois State
Representatives and one third of the Illinois
State Senators will be up for election. As
you are well aware, it is a continuous battle
to keep our Second Amendment Rights in
Illinois. The makeup of the Illinois General
Assembly is key.
Second, all of the Illinois Constitutional
Officers are up for election in 2018. The
Illinois Constitutional Officers are Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General,
Secretary of State, Comptroller and Treasurer.
While all offices are important, the Governor
and Attorney General are critical offices.
Third, 2018 is the National “off year”
Elections. That means all 435 Congressmen
and 34 Senators will be up for election.
With the election of President Trump, too
many gun owners thought everything would
be fine forever, which is the most dangerous
thing that could happen. The 2018 elections
may make the gains we have made vanish
in the twinkling of an eye. While the
President was able to appoint one Supreme
Court Justice, others could be on the verge
of retiring. The President will have an
impossible task if the United States Senate
is lost. There are many Justices that need
to be appointed to the lower courts. Many
of those appointments are still pending and
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this process goes on constantly as people
retire. The question of National Reciprocity
is in the Senate, but I do not think it is
going anywhere with the Senate’s present
makeup. There needs to be more pro-gun
Senators elected.
There is a question that we, as gun
owners, need to think about: how can we
help ensure the Second Amendment locally,
as well as at the state level and nationally?
You may not know that answer right now, but
you need to think about. Many people may
think they have to do something spectacular
to make a difference. That is not true. While
it would be nice if you could donate $5000, but
can only afford $5, it all adds up and makes
a difference. Making a phone call, sending
an email, attending a meeting, talking to a
friend or a neighbor is important, and all of
these count. The first and most important
task is to make the decision to do something.
Opportunities will present themselves. Some
people promise more than they can deliver.
Don’t do that; do what you can do. The key is
for everyone to do something.
Cook County Commissioner Richard
Boykin may have hit on an idea that will bring
99% of the people of Illinois together. Last
week, Boykin flew to New York and asked
United Nations Assistant Secretary-General
Fernandez-Taranto to send UN troops to
Chicago to help quell the violence. Boykin
points out that the UN sent troops in the
conflict between the Tutsis and the Hutus in
Rwanda. If I recall correctly, the UN troops
mostly watched while somewhere between
500,000 and 1,000,000 people were murdered
in a 100-day period. No one actually knows
how many were killed under the watchful
eye of the UN. The murders go on to this
day. Every morning, trucks go out and pick up
the bodies for disposal. The reason such an
action would bring everyone together is that
we will all be shooting at the despised UN
troops. In fact, I think we should prepare. The
first step is to print targets with UN helmets
in the 10 ring. It could be a fundraiser for us.
In the meantime, Commissioner Boykin might
stop by the Chicago Public Library and do a
little research.
Upcoming events: ISRA Calendar
For more information, visit: www.isra.org
Reminder: IGOLD 2018 is
Wednesday, April 25th!
Follow the ISRA on Twitter and
Facebook.
Thanks for being an ISRA member.
Not an ISRA Member? Join Today!
PO Box 637 • 420 E Locust St.
Chatsworth Illinois 60921
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INDUSTRY’S
BEST WARRANTY.
PERIOD.
NOT 5 YEARS. NOT 6 YEARS. A FULL 7 YEARS*.

Shown: 1526

WORLD’S #1 SELLING TRACTOR.
Save on MODEL XX
$

000 PER MONTH*

Power Package includes
implement X & implement Z.

SMITH 618-343-3800
TRACTOR

2020Name
Mall Street
.Town Name
0000 Street
Collinsville,
IL 62234
.dealersite.com
000.000.0000
www.gatewayrvps.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

*With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.
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KING OF THE
CRUSADERS
By Norman V. Kelly

The folks I met over the years and
those that came to my lectures had
two favorite subjects; gangsters and
Prohibition. All of them…and I mean
all of them got their history from their
relatives, especially grandfathers. Bernie
Shelton was the chief subject and next
was Prohibition; namely speakeasies and
Thompson machine guns. My articles on
those subjects are online at Peoria Public
Library/Historian and www.blogspot.
com/PeoriaHistorian. Also, some stories
of early Peoria are on Peoria Life/Articles.
If I asked you your opinion as to who
was the most powerful and influential
man that America ever produced, I would
bet the farm you would never pick the
man that I am going to tell you about. I

am telling you that you have never heard
of this man unless you were at one of
my lectures. Go ahead; write down a
few names of men or women that were
the most politically powerful, most
influential and affected more lives than
any other person in America’s history.
I feel certain I could guess almost
every person that you wrote down. As
for me there was only one person that
even comes remotely close to the man
that had that kind of power and his
name was Wayne Bidwell Wheeler. He
was but a pipsqueak of a man and wore
glasses with nothing to hold them on
his ears. He sported a wimpy mustache
and he never ran for office in his entire
life. How could some guy that looks like
I described him ever possibly obtain any
power? How indeed!
For 1 or 2 hunters,
8 days, 5 animals
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$6,800

• Includes 5 star lodging
& meals, taxes,
permits, license, fees,
guides, airport pick up
and drop off.
• Hunting Season
is March 1st thru
November 30th.
• Tailor-made safaris
to meet your needs
and expectations.
Customize your trip!

Wayne B. Wheeler was born
on November 10, 1869 on a farm in
Brookfield Township in Ohio where he
lived with his two farming parents and
sisters. He was a hardworking little
cuss, an astute student, and an ordinary
kid. One morning he entered the barn to
do some chores when he was terrified by
a drunken farmhand named ‘Soapy.’ In
his out of control drunken rage “Soapy”
ended up sticking the pitchfork he was
carrying into the hip of our young farm
kid. Also, he witnessed a drunken farm
hand terrify his mother and sisters and
he never forgot either one of those
incidents. Later, Wayne would tell those
stories over and over and there was no
doubt in anyone’s mind that those two
incidents set Wayne off on a pathway
that would change not only his life, but
every living soul in the US and numerous
other places as well… including Canada.
Young Wheeler worked odd jobs
all during high school and when he
graduated he taught in a local school for
two years. He then enrolled in Oberlin
College and was an excellent student
and soon became the best debater the
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Wayne Bidwell Wheeler, November
10, 1869-September 5, 1927.

college had ever produced. There at
Oberlin Wayne was introduced to a local
organization with roots in the college,
called The Anti Saloon League. It was
during that time that he met Howard
Russell Hyde, the leader of the Anti
Saloon League and that set Wheeler on a
path that would one-day crown him King
of the Crusaders.

GOBBLERS KNOB
HUNTING PRESERVE

26471 E. State Hwy 9 • Canton, Illinois 61520
Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve is located
4.5 miles east of Canton, Illinois on Route 9

BOOK HUNTS TODAY!
PHEASANT, QUAIL & CHUKAR
WE TRAIN & SELL QUALITY BIRD DOGS

• No hassles, we can
make all arrangements
for you - from planning
your adventure to
delivering and installing
your trophies!

Contact Matt
815-245-6043

www.asonamibia.com

TIP #4: BRING A QUALITY CAMERA! IF POSSIBLE RENT A LENS FOR YOUR CAMERA BEFORE COMING
OVER TO GET SOME UNBELIEVABLE PICTURES OF THE WILDLIFE AND LANDSCAPES YOU WILL ENCOUNTER!

DON DEUEL, PRESERVE OWNER/MANAGER
Please call or email your hunting needs to
Don at Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve!

gobblersknob50@aol.com

(309) 647-3641
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Hyde became Wheeler’s mentor
which led him into law school and the
leadership of the weak and ineffective
Anti Saloon League. Once Wheeler
took over he set out to rid the US of
saloons, breweries and distilleries and
he did just exactly that. Wheeler went
to work almost immediately with the ASL
by forming temperance workers in Ohio
with his eye on the entire US. Wheeler
was on his way. It was clear from the
beginning that nothing could stop Wayne
B. Wheeler from doing God’s work. All
he needed to do next was to become
a lawyer, which he accomplished with
ease.
By 1898 he was a graduate of
Western Reserve University near
Cleveland, Ohio. With a degree in one
hand and a bible in the other Wheeler
took over the Anti Saloon League and set
out to change and save the United States
of America from the ravages of alcohol.
By 1901 he was in the main office in Ohio
and soon was the lead attorney and top
supervisor of the entire organization.
His plans had been well laid out and he
worked ten and twelve-hour days; seven
days a week.
He soon took over the Women’s
Christian Temperance Movement, the
WCTM which was a loosely connected
group of religious women who have tried

for years and years to get some kind of
recognition in their fight against alcohol,
‘Demon Rum’ and old ‘John Barleycorn.’
Their other agenda was ‘The Right to
Vote.’ and of course women’s rights.
Once they joined in the fight with
Wheeler and the ACL things began to
look up for them. I feel absolutely certain
that Wheeler promised these women
Crusaders that he would get them the
right to vote. Well, take a look at the
nineteenth Amendment, funny, how it
passed shortly after the 18th Amendment
and became the law of the land. By
then he had moved his headquarters to
Washington, DC, where he could keep a
closer eye on his political puppets.
THE MASSIVE NETWORK
Wheeler and his ASL looked out
across the vast lands of America and
began to organize the religious factions
into one massive machine; a coordinated
beast that was going to become more
powerful than even Wheeler could have
imagined. He…that’s right, Wayne B.
Wheeler was the commander of that
massive army and what he had planned
for America was the absolute destruction
of the mighty beer and whiskey
conglomerates.
You must remember and keep this
thought in your head that Wheeler

did not care if you were a Republican,
Democrat or a child molester, he was only
interested in the way the candidate or
incumbent thought about Prohibition and
that old nasty Demon Rum. That is it…
simply that. Every person he ever spoke
to, every potential candidate he ever
approached the question was always the
same. Would you support legislation
that would rid America of the ability to
make and sell alcohol of any kind?
That was it…if you said ‘Yes’ then
he would throw the weight of his entire
army…and money behind your candidacy.
Wheeler and his machine simply bought
every candidate they could put their
hands on, one by one until he controlled
most of the State Senators, the State
Representatives and that was true for the
US Senators and all the Congressmen and
women as well. Oh, and throw in dozens
and dozens of Mayors and Governors
and you will get the picture. He was well
on his way to being the most powerful
person in America’s history.
WHEELER’S DIRTY LITTLE SECRET
I will try and use an example of how
Wheeler did what he did, the pressure
tactics he used, and the fear he dropped
on the heads of every damn politician
he chose to own. Let’s
say that William Jones,

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!
X590

XUV835R

$1,000
1
off

NEW XUV 835R COMES
WITH HEAT & AIR
CONDITIONED CABS!

THE X590 OFFERS ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION,
POWER STEERING, POWER LIFT...ALL AT A GREAT
PRICE!

3.9% Financing for 60
Months*9a

FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER
1900 S MAIN
MORTON, IL 61550
309-266-5928
*
Offer ends 2/28/2018 1 Offer ends 02/28/2018. Prices and model availability may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other ﬁnancing options. Available at participating dealers.9 3.9% APR is for 60 months only. For consumer use only.aSubject
to approved credit on Revolving plan, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other ﬁnancing options. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Valid only at participating US Dealers.

A0E02BYCU2N65753-00043406

15

a married man from Peoria, Illinois and
a bookkeeper in some small company in
1907 wanted to run for office. He was a
decent, God-fearing man, and a member
of a small local church. He had no
money, barely managed to survive on his
salary and wanted more than anything
to eventually raise a small family. One
day, after talking it over with his wife he
decided to let it be known that he wanted
to run for State Senator. He talked it over
with his Pastor and friends and they
encouraged him. The pastor told William
that he would try and help him and said
he needed to contact some people and
not to do anything until he had something
to report. William waited about one
week.
There in the pastor’s office were two
well-dressed men and they told William
that they represented the Anti-Saloon
League and they were there to help him.
They did not ask him if he was a Democrat
or a Republican or a damn Communist.
They asked him if he would support any
and all legislation that was purposed
concerning bringing Prohibition to the US.
Old newbie Billy boy Jones was no fool
and of course he answered, “Yes!”

continued on page 45
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FCA BIRD HUNT A
HUGE
SUCCESS
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

Wow! It’s cold! I
hate to overstate
the obvious, but the temps since
Christmas have been nothing less than
mind numbing, not to mention fingers and
toes. But these conditions do not seem
to hinder the outdoor activities of those
us who love to hunt in the winter. So it
was this past week for me and some great
friends who also happen to be amazing
FCA OUTDOOR MINISTRY supporters.
Just before Christmas good friend
Dwain Lewey invited J.D. Stevenson and me
to join him on a winter bird hunt. He also
invited good friend and bird dog trainer David
Jenkins of Double D Kennels in Raymond,
IL to guide our hunt. David’s son Will and
nephew Devon rounded out our group.
Dwain’s plan for all of us was to
meet at WILD RURAL PARK just west of
Waggoner, IL. This hunting preserve is
owned and operated by IDNR Director
Wayne Rosenthal. This is a 5-star hunting

operation and I highly recommend it as a
way to lengthen your hunting season.
I had accompanied Dwain to this
location a couple of years ago and then
met David Jenkins and got to hunt over
his working bird dogs. It was a great hunt
in most part due to the men and dogs of
Double D Kennels.
Jenkins has been raising and training
bird dogs since 1997. He prefers pointers
and setters but has trained just about
every bird dog variety there is. He raises
his own pups and then sells them as
broke dogs, ready to hunt. Having great
breeding and training facilities makes
Double D Kennels central Illinois’ top bird
dog operation.
We started the day in the WILD RURAL
PARK club house by the wood stove and over
a bowl of piping hot chili. The atmosphere
there is second to none and really gets you
in the mood to hunt. As soon as our entire
group arrived we bundled up and headed
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knew the dogs would do their job. The
out. It was about 20-degrees with nice
only variable was our shooting.
north breeze. It was 1pm.
It did my heart good to have Dwain
David brought 5 bird dogs that he would
set up this bird hunt on behalf of FCA
rotate during the afternoon hunt. I cannot
remember all the dog’s names,
but I do remember one of the
setters was called Jim. I liked
Jim. He was hard worker and
had a great nose. But all of
David’s dogs did a great job.
We were in the field
less than five minutes when
we got the first point. There
are few things in the field
that are as impressive as a
pointing dog with 2 other
dogs backing it up. As David
flushed the birds, one peeled
off to Dwain and the other to
JD. It was a really good start.
On this hunt we were
shooting both bobwhite quail
and chukar. The chukar are
just a bit larger that the quail
and both are excellent table
fare. We were all hoping for
enough birds and enough
luck to get a couple of good Mike Roux, Dwain Lewey and J. D. Stevenson
had great success on their FCA OUTDOOR
meals out of this trip. I knew
MINISTRY
bird hunt. (Photo by Will Jenkins)
the birds were there and I

• AMISH BUILT •

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

PEKIN BASS
& BOW

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!
BOWS
Mathews • Mission
Bear • PSE
CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission
Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE

Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755
SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661

www.midstatecollisionrepair.com
Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass
Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers
SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair
Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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OUTDOOR MINISTRY. Having donors who
support this ministry with their prayers,
finances and time is a true blessing. J.D.
Stevenson too actively supports FCA
OUTDOORS and I found out during the
hunt that Will Jenkins is active in FCA in
his school. God is blessing this ministry
and lives are being touched.
As we continued to hunt between
milo and foxtail the dogs covered the area
like four-legged vacuum cleaners. Point
after point and shot after shot made the
hunt a blast. (no pun intended) I must say,
on behalf of all the shooters, there were
some really good shots and then there
was lots of lead in the air that never cut a
feather. But that is how it goes on a bird
with guys who get to do this only once or
twice a year.
At the end of the day we managed
to put 10 quail, 19 chukar and a bonus
pheasant in the bag. Upon returning to the
club house Rosenthal’s staff was ready and
waiting to dress and clean our birds as we
sat around the fire to thaw out.
This afternoon bird hunt was
wonderful. The dog work was awesome
to watch. But the very best part of this
day was the fellowship that was shared
by group of guys whose ages varied from

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

17

a young teenager to a man near 70. The
friendships and relationships built in the
field will long outlast the birds, the dogs
and warmth of the fire. God is Good!
For more information on WILD RURAL
PARK and their bird hunting call 217-7858129. And do not worry if you want to
hunt birds there but do not have a dog.
That’s where guide Dave Jenkins comes
in. To get in touch with David Jenkins at
Double D Kennels call 217-254-9807. You
will be glad you made both calls.

David Jenkins of Double D Kennels
in Raymond, IL and his amazing dogs
make bird hunting as fun as it always
should be. (Photo by Mike Roux)

Larry Kane has had a great year of ice fishing so far.
Thanks to Trevor at Big Red’s Bait and Tackle for the great photo.
Stop by for bait at Big Red’s Bait and Tackle at 2193 Stevenson Dr.,
Springfield, IL, 217-679-1800

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL 61734

309-244-8249

VALUE PRICED VEHICLES!

2016 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $32,220
2015 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4............................................... $31,570
2014 Chevrolet Silverado LT, Crewcab, 4x4.................................. $28,120
2014 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4.......................................... $32,460
2014 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $27,880
2013 Ford F250 XLT, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel.................................... $35,560
2013 Ford F150 Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4..................................... $29,990
2013 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, 6.2L................................. $28,430
2012 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4, Eco-Boost........................... $29,920
2012 Dodge Ram 1500 Sport, Quad Cab, 4x4................................ $28,340
2011 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4.......................................... $24,230
2011 Chevrolet Silverado LT, Crewcab, 4x4.................................. $26,920
2011 GMC 1500 Sierra SLE, Crewcab, 4x4.................................... $25,570
2011 Chevrolet Colorado LT, Crewcab, 4x4................................... $14,220
2010 GMC 2500HD Sierra SEL, 4x4, Gas....................................... $18,190
2010 Ford F150 King Ranch, Supercrew, 4x4................................. $21,680
2010 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $15,880
2010 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $14,880
2010 Ford Ranger XLT, Supercrew, 4x2........................................... $9,840
2010 Ford Ranger XL, Regular Cab, 4x2........................................... $7,240
2008 Ford F350 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel................................. $24,620
2008 Ford F150 XL, Regular Cab, 4x4............................................. $12,870

LARGE INVENTORY OF PREOWNED TRUCKS, VANS AND SPORT UTILITIES
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7th Annual

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 & SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2018
AT THE OTTO CENTER, ARTHUR, ILLINOIS

ADMISSION $5.00 FOR ADULTS WITH KIDS UNDER 12 FREE!

4-$100 CIOE Gift Cards to be given away
this year for Area Merchants

NEW THIS YEAR . . . KIDS
FISHING & HUNTING
PAINTBALL & TARGET SHOOTING
SEMINARS BOTH DAYS!
SPONSORED BY:

Held at: Otto Center • 2058 CR 1800 E, Arthur, IL • 1/2 mi. south of the 4-way stop

More info: 217-268-3820 • www.ArthurOutdoorExpo.com
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Year-Round Fishing Special $269
NO LIMIT ON CATFISH OR BLUEGILL!

P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com

www.EagleNestResort.com
1-877-EAGLE-01 • 1-731-538-2143
FISHING SPECIAL

ANYTIME UP TO MARCH 22 & AFTER MAY 19, 2018
ANY 4 DAYS & NIGHTS ONLY $269*

PRIME TIME FISHING PACKAGES

MARCH 22 – MAY 19, 2018 3 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS.)
OR
4 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING SUN.) KITCHEN $329* • NO KIT. $289*
7 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS. OR SUN.) $629*
*Prices Per Person, Plus Tax & Subject to change.Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed.
$75 non-refundable deposit per person required.All packages include: Lodging, Boat, Motor,
Bait, Gas & Ice! Complimentary Cookouts Twice Weekly During Prime Season!

Looking for a private lodge/home that accommodates from 2-16 people, perfect for Reunions,
groups of Hunters, Fishermen or Nature Watchers!Great breathtaking view right on water’s edge of
Reelfoot Lake!Check out this beautiful house, and make your reservations today!
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LATE WINTER/SPECIAL CWD DEER SEASON
During the first 4-day segment of the Late Winter and Special CWD Deer Seasons (Dec. 28-31), Illinois deer hunters harvested a
preliminary total of 1,714 deer, compared to 2,654 in those same counties in 2016. This year, 15 counties were open to the Special
CWD Season, and 22 counties were open to Late Winter Deer Hunting. Top five counties were JoDaviess (156), Perry (143), Fulton
(134), Brown (94), and Schuyler (88). The Late Winter and Special CWD seasons will conclude on Jan. 12-14.
Preliminary deer harvest during the Late Winter and Special CWD Seasons - First Segment

County

2016

2017

Boone

21

Brown

Knox

93

63

Shelby

54

29

15

LaSalle

88

60

Stephenson

89

60

134

94

Lee

40

17

Vermilion

57

28

Carroll

47

52

Livingston

21

17

White

92

58

Clay

59

49

Madison

29

15

Will

30

28

Crawford

68

54

Marion

96

61

Winnebago

59

27

DeKalb

18

15

McDonough

64

42

Total

2654

1714

Edgar

52

21

McHenry

53

15

Fulton

196

134

McLean

41

26

Grundy

45

35

Mercer

90

29

Hamilton

93

61

Monroe

62

36

Henderson

38

17

Ogle

134

77

JoDaviess

289

156

Perry

139

143

Kane

5

5

Putnam

30

16

Kankakee

28

21

Rock Island

60

39

Kendall

17

11

Schuyler

123

88

Archery Pro Shop,Bow &
Crossbow tuning & repair,
Indoor shooting range
Custom Concept Arrows,
Bait & Tackle,
Pool Hall & leagues,
Bar Video Gaming,
Restaurant coming soon.

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL
Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)

WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

Landon Vaughan of
Washington, IL went on his
first pheasant hunt
December 16th at the
Giant Goose Ranch in
Canton, IL. Landon was
able to get 3 Pheasants.
He is looking forward
for the next time to go out!

AC Beer and Bait
Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco
Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL

(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop,
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available &
Much More!

NEW • USED • BUY • SELL • TRADE

RAWLINGS
INTERSTATE 155
TRAILER SALES
Serving you since 1972

All Types for Pickups
Horse • Livestock • Utility • Cargo • Flatbeds

309-449-3309

South of Hopedale on I-155 at Exit 15

www.ralingstrailersales.com

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FRIENDLY
CUSTOMER
SERVICE IS
OUR #1
PRIORITY!

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications

OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.
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3 THINGS TO DO AFTER
BAGGING A PREDATOR

By Mark Kayser

THERE ARE PLENTY OF TIPS FOR HOW
TO BAG PREDATORS, BUT WHAT DO
YOU DO AFTER THAT HARVEST?
Every predator hunting blog you read
focuses on everything leading up to
success. It’s a plethora of advice on how
to tip over a coyote, fox or cat. That’s great
because it’s the number goal of predator
hunters from coast to coast. Of course if
you do find success the advice ends there.
Not any longer. Here are some after-thehunt words of wisdom on how to wrap the
hunt and preserve the memories.
1. KEEP IT CLEAN
Skinning a coyote or even packing out a
whole carcass of a freshly-shot predator
adds up to a bloody scenario. Stuff several
large trash bags into your pack. After
skinning you can roll up the hide in the
bag and it will trap the blood and provide
a barrier so your pack doesn’t get blood
soaked. I routinely stuff whole coyotes
in a trash bag and strap them to my pack
for the hike out. Trash bags also come in
handy during the hunt. Use them to sit

on to keep your bum dry or even as a pad
to keep your chest dry if you go prone.
They’re lightweight and universally useful.
2. PACK IT OUT
As noted above you’ll be packing out your
fur so bring along a backpack big enough
to do the job. A daypack that could double
as your elementary-aged child’s school
pack won’t pass muster predator hunting.
If you’re packing an electronic caller,
an extra jacket, water bottle and other
knickknacks, you’ll need the extra room
for a beefy coyote hide. If the hike out
is short and you’re blessed with snow
or dewy grass you could drag a coyote
or predator. Be aware that dragging fur
over rough terrain could damage the pelt
value. Nevertheless, I stow a ball of baling
twine and a length of rope with an old
lawnmower pull handle on it to drag the
occasional coyote back to my truck.
3. MAKE A MEMORY
Before you commence to skinning your
predator prize be sure to snap a few
pictures. They’re great memories to

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.
Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed
Same Location Since 1951
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550
cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

815-824-2354

GCR Tire Center

Bridgestone NEW LOCATION!

Firestone

1861 Knox Co. Hwy. 9 • Just off Rt. 34 • Galesburg, IL

We Provide Excellent Quality for
All Cars, Trucks, Trailers & RV’s
• Complete Tire Service
• Wheel Alignment
• Professional Repairs

• Brake Service
• Shocks & Struts Suspension
• Road Service

Specializing In Hard to Find Tires For Your 4x4 or ATV

Phone: (309) 343-1141 • Fax: (309) 343-3490

Skinning a coyote, bobcat or fox for pelts is a great way to capture
a memory for your kids or grandkids.
remind you of great hunts. You can share
them on social media. And some day your
kids and grandkids will relish in looking
at your “old-time” images from great
hunting days gone by. Bring along a mini
tripod or work out a system where you can
balance your camera or smartphone on
your pack. Set the timer and jump into the
photo if you’re hunting solo. Most of my
field photos are shot with a timer and the
camera resting on my pack.
BONUS TIP: PLAN FOR SUCCESS
The biggest blunder I see from hunters is
not planning for success. It doesn’t matter

if I’m in the backcountry elk hunting with
friends or chasing coyotes. They always
seem to have lunch and a rifle, but not
the gear for the chores after a successful.
For a fur hunter you need to bring along
a sharp knife if you plan to skin a coyote
in the field. You also need to review the
steps of skinning a predator for fur value.
Pack along several pairs of latex gloves
to keep your skin safe and clean from
predator body fluids. You also should bring
along flea and tick spray if you plan on
handling the fur extensively.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

LETZ
HUNT & SPORT
Before you buy your next gun call us!
Layaway Program • Buy, Sell or Trade • Largest Black Powder Selection, Downstate!
Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder
Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment

www.letzhuntandsport.com

3335 East Enos • Springfield, Illinois • Noon till 7 P.M. • Closed Sunday & Monday

217-544-1232

FREE ESTIMATES • PERSONAL SERVICE • QUALITY PRODUCTS

Your Lumber
Store ...
And So
Much More!
406 S. 5TH AVE. • CANTON, IL

(309) 647-0396 • FAX (309) 647-2724
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YEAR OF THE DEER by:

February 2018

TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent
Deer. Those,
beautiful,
spectacular, always
fascinating deer. I have a
funny feeling that if you’re reading this here
NugeBlog#227 at deeranddeerhunting.
com that you and I share this quality of life
stimulating relationship and admiration
for our brother the deer.
I love deer.
And though the role they play in our
lives is powerful and moving, just to keep
things in perspective and avoid anything
that could be misinterpreted as psychoobsession, be it known that God, family,
country, and freedom (and rock-n-roll) do
indeed eclipse our love affair with deer.
But these wonderful critters do rank right
up there just behind those primo priorities,
that’s for sure.
I doubt there is any other organism
this side of cancer cells that has been
more exhaustively investigated, analyzed,
studied, or probed more than the deer of
North America.
We could talk all day long about their
beauty, habits, mysticism and scientific
significance, but ultimately, I think we can
all agree that our brother the deer could
very well be our canary in the coal-mine of
happiness and life.
Surely, as goes deer goes our
environment, and as we hunters dedicate

ourselves to the welfare of deer and all
wildlife, the condition of our world can
be thoroughly monitored and accurately
evaluated as we walk the wild ground as
one with God’s creatures.
As reasoning predators always
honing and upgrading our level of
situational awareness, our conscience and
hearts dictate a conservation ethic and
responsibility that is at the core of America’s
unprecedented wildlife success story.
To kill them and grill them is to love
them, and respectful, hands-on value wise
use conservation drives our relationship
with the beasts.
Those of us so very fortunate to grow
up in hunting families may tend to take
this pure, primal urge for granted, but
being blessed and privileged to introduce,
guide and hunt with many hunters that
came to this greatest sport later in life
have shown their immediate grasp and
celebration of this perfect tooth, fang and
claw nature lifestyle.
I have witnessed so many times
where citified individuals that have been
hammered by the tsunami of animal rights
and anti-hunting fakenews their entire life
have come to grips and sincerely embraced
the perfection of the hunting, sustain yield
wildlife conservation science and logic within
minutes of sharing a campfire with me.
As hunters, our radar is better tuned,

FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle
Adult Movies & Novelties
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217

409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942
On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!

Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today!
Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week
Open until 9pm during the Summer

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!

I love to kill them, track them, gut,
skin, hang, butcher, and I love to eat them.
I love to stroke their beautiful hide,
look into their eyes and fondle their
amazing antlers as I accept the gift from
the Great Spirit for a job well done.
I love to share their life sustaining
protein with family, friends, soup kitchens
and homeless shelters.
I love to share sacred ground with
them and I love doing everything in my
power to ensure their healthy, thriving
condition.
I am able to spread these self-evident
truths and wildlife love, fascination and
logic far and wide with the incredible
advantage of social media technology,
and the good word gets out there on my
facebook on a daily basis to many millions
of non-hunters and die-hard rock-n-rollers

SESSER SUN MART
CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS
HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am
203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

CARDINAL CORNER

and our eyes pick up the image of distant
critters whether we are on the hunt or just
driving to the store for milk and bread with
the family.
Even on those rare days when bad
weather shuts down my hunt, I still find
myself sipping coffee staring out the window
of our farm or ranch looking for deer.
Cruising down the highways and
byways of America I am constantly
reminding myself to keep my eyes on
the road and do my best to ignore the
surrounding landscape for deer sightings.
I simply love deer! Genuinely,
passionately, sincerely love them!
I love to know they are around even
when I don’t see them.
I love to witness their beauty
and grace and miraculous sense of
elusiveness.
I love to watch them stand, to walk,
to feed, to groom, to stare, to frolic, to run
and jump, to fight and breed.
I actually love to watch them figure
out my best attempt at ambushing them
and mysteriously evade me.
I love to occasionally outwit them,
though it is usually more a result of dumb
luck than any real killer skill.

Archery
Check
Station!

PEORIA FLAG
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters!
Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators
920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com
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worldwide. And they like it!
So, as we wrap up an amazing 2017,
thank God the deer season throttles on for
many more days and even months in some
parts of the country.
I like so many of you will still be out

there with the deer as we jettison into
2018.
I wish you well, good hunting and
good luck, and may your deer dreams glow
forever.

TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent

3GN SOUTHEAST REGIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP SET:
3GN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES,
PRESENTED BY NRA SPORTS, KICKS OFF
IN FLORIDA IN FEBRUARY
FROSTPROOF, FL – The 2018 3-Gun
Nation Regional Championship Series,
Presented by NRA Sports, kicks off Feb.
24-25, 2018 with the Southeast Regional
Championship at the Universal Shooting
Academy in Frostproof, Florida.
Registration for this event is now
open to the public, with a fast and
challenging match planned to kick off the
new season. The match will feature eight
courses of fire, using rifle, shotgun and
pistol, including a mix of fast, bay stages
and long-range target presentations.
Also, 3GN Shoot-Offs will be held,
based on member classifications, bringing
exciting man-versus-man, elimination
tournaments to each 3GN Regional
Championship in 2018, with all of the
action airing on 3GN Live, Presented by
NRA Sports.
“Everyone at 3GN is excited at the
team we have assembled and the plans
for 2018,” said 3GN President Pete
Brown. “Kicking off the season in sunny
Florida, at a beautiful range facility in
Universal Shooting Academy, with the
support of NRA Sports and countless
other sponsors; it doesn’t get much better
than that.”
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For those new to the sport, 3GN will
also host a 3-Gun 101 Course, taught
by 3GN Pro Joe Farewell. The course,
which runs on Feb. 23, will cover guns,
gear, rules and what you can expect
during your first match. For any student,
3GN will also knock 25-percent off
their entry fee into the 3GN Southeast
Regional Championship, making this a
great opportunity for any new or up-andcoming 3-Gunner looking to get the most
out of a major match weekend.
Visit 3GN Training, Presented by
NRA Sports, for more information. For
more information on all 3-Gun Nation
programs, visit 3GunNation.com.
About the National Rifle Association
Established in 1871, the National Rifle
Association is America’s oldest civil
rights and sportsmen’s group. Five million
members strong, NRA continues its
mission to uphold Second Amendment
rights and is the leader in firearm
education and training for law-abiding
gun owners, law enforcement and the
military.
Visit http://www.nra.org.

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
Incorporated 1871
11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030

112 East High Street • Hennepin, IL 61327

815.925.7216

www.hennepinmarine.com
THINKING ABOUT SUMMER?
WE ARE TOO! SO JOIN US FOR OUR

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

Special Financing Rates
Over 50 Boats On Display Indoors

CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST
SELECTION OF IN-STOCK BOATS!

MARCH 2 - 4, 2018
Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday 10 am - 3pm

The BEST Deals on New & Used Boats
15% Off Accessories
(excludes electronics)
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SHADOWS
ON THE WATER
AND IN THE WOODS

SNOW COVER &
COLD CREATES
GREAT HARDSHIP
ON CRITTERS

are hunting under the cover of the snow.
This also means increased hunting times
and energy expended for the predators
as they search of their food sources.
Fortunately for us coyote hunters this
means increased hunting in the daylight
hours for both the coyotes and the
hunters. This may result in increased
sightings of the wily guys, but they are
pretty elusive.
Take few minutes and a buck or two
to help feed the birds during these times
of greater need. Unfortunately, we can’t
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feed the deer since state law prohibits
that. I saw where they had been pawing in
the grass and snow looking for additional
food. If you have domestic animals,
provide them with some shelter and
some increased food since they also use
up more calories during these conditions.
Most of the outdoor animal’s cope very
well with the adverse conditions as long
as food sources hold out.
It’s Salvation and Survival for man
and beast.

by Dave Shadow

davidsha@consolidated.net
One of my first functions upon rising
each morning is to glance at the weather
on my smart phone. Having done that on
Christmas morning, I decided to alter my
plans for the day. I had intended to go to
the woods either for a bit of bow hunting
for a big buck or maybe trying some
coyote hunting. Sixteen degrees made
some of my shop jobs look more inviting.
The lower temperatures coupled
with the snow cover on the ground
is very pretty and certainly fulfilled a
bunch of wishes for a white Christmas.
It does have some adverse effects on
the critters that have to live in the great
outdoors, however. While drinking my
first cup of coffee, Rosalie noticed quite
an accumulation of birds searching our
feeder for whatever morsels might have
been overlooked by the others.
Among the sparrows and snowbirds,
and doves was a very colorful blue jay
and an impressive woodpecker joined in
shortly. Rosie suggested that “someone”
should probably be putting out some
more food. I can take a hint, especially
when she had already indicated that she
was working on some barbequed ribs and
a peach pie for lunch. Those peaches that
she labored over while storing them for
winter sure taste good now.
After feeding the birds and turning
up the temperature in the shop, I took
a bit of a small trip around some of my
hunting grounds. With the snow cover
it’s very interesting to look at the various
tracks and trails made by the different
animals. The colder weather makes it
necessary for most of the animals to seek
increased amounts of food. Being warm
blooded critters, it takes more food just to
maintain body temperatures. It is a two-

edged problem since the increased forage
uses up more energy and just makes the
problem of scarce food even worse.
The vegetarian animals are looking
for plants and seeds to help them cope
with the cold. They now have an increased
probability of being noticed and found by
a predator since their tracks and trails
are more evident. It’s very easy to follow
the tracks of a rabbit as he forages in
search of some lunch. When the tracks
stop he has to be right there. Hopefully he
burrowed deep into a brush pile where the
old coyote can’t reach him.
The coyotes and hawks as well as
the other predator types who prey on the
mice, voles, and rabbits also have a hard
time getting enough food to maintain
their body temps and energies. The mice
and voles are harder to find since they

Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

BARNS N BOARDS

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317
www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers
OPEN:
Mon. – Sat.
5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

Located on Hwy. 24 in
Downtown Astoria, IL

309-329-2929

FEB. 3-4
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

MAY 5-6
BELLE-CLAIRE EXPO

FEB. 24-25
INTERSTATE CENTER

JUNE 23-24
BELLE-CLAIRE EXPO

1501 W. Fayette Ave, Effingham, IL

2301 W. Market St. Bloomington, IL

MARCH 10-11
BELLE-CLAIRE EXPO
200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL
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2018 SPORT SHOW SCHEDULE

Event
Dates
St. Louis RV, Vacation & Travel Show
Feb 1-4
		
St. Louis Boat & Sport Show
Feb 8 – 11
		
Central Illinois Outdoor Expo
Feb 9-10
		
Tinley Park Fishing & Outdoor Show
Feb 10-11
		
50th Annual Chicago RV & Camping Show Feb 15-18
		
QCCA Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor
Feb 15-18
Adventure Show		
Rockford Boat, Vacation & Fishing Expo
Feb 16-18
		
Pheasants Forever National Pheasant Fest Feb 16-18
Ford 64th Annual Indianapolis Boat,
Feb. 16-25
Sport & Travel Show		
7th Annual Indiana Motorcycle Show
Feb 16-18
		
Rockford Boat, Vacation & Fishing Show Feb 16-18
		
21st Annual Indiana Deer, Turkey
Feb. 22-25
& Waterfowl Expo 		
		
Belleville RV & Camping Show
Feb 24-26
		
The Boat Show
Feb 23-25
		

Location
America’s Center
St. Louis, MO
America’s Center
St. Louis, MO
Otto Center
Arthur, IL
Tinley Park High School
Tinley, IL
Donald Stephens Convention
Center, Rosemont, IL
QCCA Expo Center
Rockford, IL
Indoor Sports Center
Loves Park, IL
Sioux Falls, SD
Indiana State Fairgrounds
Indianapolis, IN
Indiana State Fairgrounds
Expo Hall, Indianapolis, IN
Indoor Sports Center
Loves Park, IL
Indiana State FairgroundsExpo Hall
Indianapolis, IN
Belle-Clair Fairgrounds
Belleville, IL
Illinois State Fairgrounds
Springfield, IL

Lake Sara Marina Open House
March 1-4
		
Northern Illinois Boat Show
March 1-4
		
Iowa Deer Classic
March 2-4
		
Central Illinois Recreation Show
March 2-4
		
Elmwood All Outdoor Show
March 3-4
		
Rockford RV, Camping & Travel Show
March 9-11
		
Eastern Iowa Sport Show
March 9 – 11
		
River City Outdoor Show
March 10-11
		
Traverse City Hunting and Fishing Expo
March 16-18
		
Whitetail Classic Sports Show/Antler Auction March 16-18
		
Springfield RV & Camping Show
March 17-19
		
Fish & Hook Sports Show
March 18
		
The Chicago Outdoor Sport Show
March 22-25
Wisconsin Deer & Turkey Expo
April 6-9
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Lake Sara Marina
Effingham, IL
New Lake County Fairgrounds
Grayslake, IL
Iowa Events Center
Des Moines, IA
Peoria Civic Center
Peoria, IL
Elmwood Jr Highschool
Elmwood, IL
Indoor Sports Center
Loves Park, IL
UNI Dome
Cedar Falls, IA
Muscatine Mall
Muscatine, IA
Traverse City Civic Center
Traverse City, IL
Jackson County Fairgrounds
Maquoketa, IA
Prairie Capital Convention
Center, Springfield, IL
American Legion Post #13
Plainfield, IL
Arlington Boat & RV Pavilion
Alliant Energy Center
Madison, WI

5700 W. Plank Rd.
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

GREAT SELECTION OF BEER, WINE & SPIRITS.
LARGE VARIETY OF VAPING & E-CIGS,
FLAVORS & SUPPLIES!

BOGLE WINES ASSORTED FLAVORS $8.99
2015 Chevy Equinox, 4-Wheel/All Wheel Drive, LT2 Package, Pwr. Roof, Heated Seats,
Back-Up Camera.........................................................................................................$16,999
(Cocoa not included)
2016 Jeep Cherokee, 4x4, Sport, Factory Warranty, 46,000 Mile...................................$16,999
2013 Chevy Silverado,4x4, LT, 5.3L Vortec, 1-owner, 50,000 Miles................................$25,000
2013 Buick Lacrosse CXL Premium, 1-owner, Loaded, 80,000 Miles...............................$12,999
2011 Ford F150, 4x4, Supercab, 5.0L V8, All Power, 1-Owner, 81,000 Miles.................$18,999
2007 Buick Lucerne GXL, 3800 V6, Heated Leather, Low Miles........................................$7,999

See www.McCormickAutoPlace.com
for more photos and vehicle details!

FAETH’S

FOWL PLAY

2470 235th St.
Fort Madison, IA
1-877-BIRDHUNT
www.FaethsFowlPlay.com
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BOATING IN THE SHAWNEE

Getting into a Boat is one of the Best Ways to see the Sights
By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms
Photos by: The Colby Simms Outdoors Team
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

Southern Illinois’ beautiful Shawnee National
Forest offers much for boaters in one of the
most scenic portions of the country.
*Boating
Boating offers a great chance to
explore the waters of the Shawnee
National Forest in the majestic Southern
Illinois Ozark Mountains. Outdoor
enthusiasts use power boats, sail boats,
canoes and kayaks to venture out onto
these waters. Many of the most scenic
spots in all of southern Illinois lie on and
near the shores of the waters within the
forest boundaries or along its edge. The
Mississippi River runs along the boundary
of the southwest section of the Shawnee,
across from Missouri. The Mighty
Mississippi, as it is often called, is truly
a massive and fast moving river that has
earned its name. Boating on the Mighty
Miss is great fun and many boaters also
use the many large sand bars along its
shores for camping and picnicking. Fishing
for giant catfish is popular on this massive
waterway, which produces some of the
biggest channel, blue and flathead catfish
anywhere in the world. Spring Arbor
Lake, Turkey Bayou,
Johnson Creek, Cache
Lake, Cache River, the
Big Muddy River, Lusk
Creek, and the Ohio
River lie within or along
this pristine forest.
Kinkaid Lake is the
largest body of water in
the Shawnee at 2,750
acres of water. Some
of the most spectacular
sights in all of the

National Forest exist on and near Kinkaid
Lake, and the best way to see most of
them is by boat. Kinkaid Lake sunsets with
the Shawnee National Forest backdrop are
too beautiful to explain in words. Kinkaid
has 92 miles of shoreline and a maximum
depth of over 70 feet, making it one of
the deeper lakes in the entire region
and popular with scuba divers. Speaking
of scuba diving, both scuba diving and
snorkeling enthusiasts take advantage
of Kinkaid Lake in the warm months of
the year to get down below and see the
aquatic sights. Kinkaid is also one of the
country’s best fishing lakes for muskie,
bass, crappie and many other species.
Nearby Cedar Lake, close to the college
town of Carbondale is another pristine
wilderness lake that offers incredible
views, as well as some of the best trophy
striper fishing in the state.
*Other Sports & Activities
Many sports and activities can be
enjoyed while boating in the Shawnee.
Camping is a great way to spend some
relaxing days on the lake and in the
National Forest. Primitive camping is
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allowed in the National Forest and offers
outdoor enthusiasts that chance to really
get away from it all, get back to nature
away from civilization. Primitive camping
is not allowed in or near picnic areas,
designated natural areas, or within 150
feet of a body of water like Kinkaid Lake
which is used by a municipality for water.
Still, camping is great fun when done in
the right area. Hiking trails like the Kinkaid
Lake Trail and Cedar Lake Trail can be
accessed from a boat. Many other areas
which are available from the shoreline and
are not marked offer great hiking as well.
Mountain biking and horseback riding are
done here, and rock climbing is popular
too, on the many large vertical bluffs and
steep rocky slopes of the SI Ozarks.
Hunting in the Shawnee can be
excellent for many species too,
and whitetail deer, turkey, squirrel,
ducks and geese are some of the
most popular. While Kinkaid and
Cedar Lakes and the Mississippi
River all produce some of the
best fishing in the Prairie State,
virtually every lake and stream
offers fishing for a wide variety
of species of game fish and
rough fish too. Some of the more

common species targeted by anglers and
viewed by divers include largemouth bass,
smallmouth bass, white bass, muskie,
striper, walleye, rainbow trout, numerous
catfish species, crappie, bluegill and other
various sunfishes, as well as carp, drum,
gar, and other rough fish.
Wildlife watching and photography is
popular here, in an area that sometimes
seems to be overflowing with wild
creatures. Whitetail deer, coyote, bobcat,
otter, beaver, raccoon, rabbit, mink, and
other mammals are seen with regularity
around the waters of the Shawnee. Many
insects and reptiles can be found as well,
and majestic birds like the bald eagle, red
tail hawk, osprey, and many owls, as well
as various ducks, geese, loons and other
beautiful birds frequent these waters.

Edgewater Villa Resort
LOCATED ON TABLE ROCK LAKE

*Get Out There
Get into the incredible Southern Illinois
Ozark Mountains and do some exploring of
the Shawnee National Forest in a boat. At
this time, we still have plenty of dates open
during the peak weather periods of the
year for guided charter boat trips
and lakeside cabin lodging, but
don’t wait too long. In addition
to sport fishing trips, we also
offers charter of various amounts
of time for scenery and wildlife
photography, and lake tours with
our team of the region’s only
full time professional guides. In
addition to fishing or site seeing,
guests also learn to navigate our
waters and learn the hazards, so
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they can have a safe and enjoyable boating
experience on their own in this beautiful
place as well. You’re likely to see some of
the most beautiful places you can imagine,
and wildlife as abundant as anywhere in
this part of the world.

COLBY SIMMS is a multiple-time bass & muskie tournament champion &
multiple-time circuit championship title holder, a record holding fishing guide,
award winning national network TV personality, popular radio personality, a
famous international public speaker, and an internationally renowned award
winning writer. He’s Founder & Owner of the Colby Simms Outdoors group of
businesses offering a free online magazine, American made lures, media services,
professional promotions, sponsorship opportunities, seminars & public appearances,
as well as guided trips & fishing vacations in the United States, Canada, Mexico
& Costa Rica, through COLBY SIMMS OUTDOORS at: www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow
him at: www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro .

H&H Fish & Seafood
CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN
Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
(Fish Fried by the Pound), Flathead,
Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded
Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle,
Chicken Wings, Gizzards,
HM Tenderloins & More

Winter Hours:
Tues – Sat 12:00pm – 6:00pm
Closed Sunday & Monday
401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL
(across from McDonald’s)

309-543-0062

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

Fishing • Family Vacations • 21 Full Kitchen Cabins
28 Dock Slips • Swimming Pool
Concrete Boat Ramp • Pavilion • Grills

Call us at 417-739-4585 or email us at
edgewatervillaresort@outlook.com
392 Eagle Drive, Reeds Spring, MO 65737

www.edgewatervillaresort.com

www.jnjmarine.com
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By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774
Think back to when you first started
fishing…chances are that either your
Dad or Grandpa handed you a rod and
reel set-up to fish with, and the choice of
type was made for you, not by you! And
I’ll bet it was what we used to refer to
as a “Push Button” reel… am I correct?
Well good news for all fishermen today,
both beginning and experienced, there
are several basic types of reels from
numerous manufacturers available for
us to choose from. I figure that every reel
out there can and will catch fish, but
certain types of reels work much better
than others for certain applications. That
is our focus this month… choosing the
right fishing reel for the type of fishing
YOU engage in! Once you understand
the basics of each different reel, you can
make a more informed decision on the
type of reel that works best for the job.
SPINCAST REELS
Spincast reels are often referred to as
“Push Button” or “Closed Face” reels and
are the most common type of fishing reel
that most young or beginning fishermen
are introduced to. These reels can vary
from models covered in Cartoon or Movie
characters to some very specialized
models that can cost a pretty good dollar
amount and offer some pretty good
features! My Father started me out on a
Zebco 66 combo and both he and I fished
for many years with that type of reel and
by the way… we caught some darn nice
Catfish, Bass and Panfish over the years
using those Zebco’s! Spincast reels were
designed to eliminate some of the issues
inexperienced or beginning anglers
encounter with Baitcast and Spinning
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CHOOSING THE FISHING REEL
THAT IS RIGHT FOR YOU

Pros/Cons
• Pros - Very Affordable, Easy to use,
Great Starter Reel
• Cons - Low Line Capacity, Not very
durable, Poor Cranking Power, Low
Retrieval Speed

the cone engage the line and rotate
around the fixed spool picking up the line
and winding it on the spool. Pretty simple
huh? Push a button, cast the lure and reel!
The problems with these reels is that they
have very limited gear ratios (retrieval
speeds) and notoriously do not have great
gear systems. Also there is a lot of friction
between reel parts and line surfaces so
casting distances are somewhat limited
as well. But on the positive they handle
most all Panfish species, smaller to
medium sized Catfish and most Trout very
well, but don’t use them in Salt Water
as they will corrode and fail within a
few days and aren’t strong enough for
powerful Salt Water species.

SPINNING REELS
I have heard some anglers refer to
Spinning Reels as “Open Faced” or
“Open Bail” reels and consider them as
a stepping stone before trying to master
a Baitcast reel. Some fishermen use
these reels for every type of fishing they
do, from Panfish to Muskies! And they
may also use these and only these types
of reels the rest of their lives. With a
Spinning reel, you have a greater number
of options in types of lures you can use,
fish species you can target and fishing
techniques. They are relatively easy to use
but will require some practice to become
proficient. Spinning reels like Spincast

reels. Like a Spinning reel, Spincast reels
have a fixed spool that doesn’t rotate.
When the cast button is depressed and
the lure thrown, it is the momentum and
weight of the lure that pulls the line off
the spool and through the opening on the
nosecone of the reel. This design cuts
down on the problems of backlash and
line tangle that occurs with Baitcast and
Spinning reels. When the cast is made
and you crank the reel handle, pins inside

Typical Spincast Reel

RANGER 900 FAMILY
RANGER® LINEUP: NEW! PROSTAR® PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
NEW! GRAPHICS & COLOR SCHEMES
PRO-FIT CAB INTEGRATION ADVANTAGE

SPORTSMAN® &
SPORTSMAN ACE® LINEUP:
NEW! PROSTAR®
PERFORMANCE
UPGRADES
SUPERIOR RIDE &
HANDLING
LOCK & RIDE ACCESSORY
ADVANTAGE
Vehicles shown with upgraded accessories.
Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection
and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887.
You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. ©2016 Polaris Industries Inc.
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models, have a fixed spool that doesn’t
rotate, and also relies on the weight and
momentum of the lure to make a cast. This
design eliminates backlashes of Baitcast
type reels, but line twist and tangles are
an inherent issue with Spinning reels.
Also, since Spinning reels are used under
the rod rather than on top, it is important
to put them on the correct type of rod!
They hold much more and much heavier
line than Spincast reels and will easily
accommodate different kinds of lines like
Braids and Fluorocarbon. Spincast are
mainly regulated to Monofilament lines.

Typical Spinning Reel

To cast these reels, simply cup the
line under your index fingertip, open the
bail and as you cast the lure, release
the line with you finger and the weight/
momentum of the lure will pull the line
off the spool to complete the cast. The
bail is then either closed or by turning the
handle, the bail will automatically close to
reel in the line. I do however recommend
that you manually close the bail before
reeling as it will extend the life of the
bail spring mechanism and the reel will
function more properly! The Drag system
control is usually on either the front of the
spool or the back of the reel and the drag

itself is much stronger and smoother than
that of a Spincast reel.
These reels can catch virtually any
fish that swims from Bluegills to Tuna,
and function equally well in both fresh
and salt water.
Pros/Cons
• Pros - Very versatile in types of lines
and selection of lures, Good all around
at casting and retrieving , easy to learn
and become proficient with and can be
used for Bluegills to Tuna!
• Cons - Difficult to accurately cast long
distances, Line twist and tangles are
common and most models not as good
with heavier line sizes.
BAITCAST REELS
Most of us have seen the TV shows
where the professional fishermen are
competing for big money in a Tournament
setting, or passed almost any fishing boat
on your local lake and the reel that the
vast majority of anglers are using is a
Baitcast reel. A lot of folks will tell you
that the Baitcast reel is hard to fish with
and should only be used by the Pros and
other very serious anglers. Well, they
couldn’t be more wrong. True, there is a
very substantial learning curve to learning
to use a Baitcaster, but with practice and
time, ANYONE can become proficient
with one of these reels. After you become
proficient with a Baitcast reel, so many
more options open up to you and your
fishing world will greatly expand!
Baitcasters utilize a free spinning
spool design and when the spool is
disengaged, the momentum of the cast
doesn’t stop when the lure hits the water
like with both Spincast and Spinning
reels. Thus the need for features like
braking systems, spool tension and the

proverbial “Educated Thumb!” This is
where the Backlashes that these reels are
famous for comes into play… if the reel’s
centrifugal or magnetic braking system
and spool tension isn’t set correctly,
and the “Educated Thumb” pressure
on the spool of line isn’t correctly done,
then a “bird’s nest” of tangled line is
the result. Also this is the #1 reason so
many anglers give up on a Baitcast reel…
that confounded Backlash that seems to
happen every time they try to cast it!
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This is why it takes so long and so
much time practicing until proficiency is
obtained. Start with heavier lures and a
tighter setting on the reel. This makes
for much shorter casts and not as much
accuracy, but as time passes and reel
settings loosen up, the accuracy increases
and the backlashes become fewer and fater
apart! Heck I have been using Baitcasters
for nearly 40 years and even I still have a
backlash or two every now and then… just
the nature of the beast! But stick with it
and in no time you’ll surprise yourself with
how easy they are to use and how much
better you are with the reel!
Baitcasters can catch literally ANY
fish that swims in ANY body of water,
from Crappies to Sharks! They are equally
proficient in both fresh and salt water, and
have the durability to last a lifetime!
Pros/Cons
• Pros - Very powerful retrieval gears and

MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
Guides & Outfitters

618/728-4328

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT,
CHUKAR, DOVE & TURKEY!
Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71
Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign,
turn south, follow signs

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • November 1 thru April 15

Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

(618) 845-3367

Todd Hodgson
217-473-1009

Gary Hodgson
217-81-7975
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drag system, very durable, Accurate
casts, long distance casts, Very
versatile in line/lure selection…
• Cons - Very steep learning curve, Many
different adjustments to properly use
reel ( but becomes a Pro one you master
use,) Expensive and requires more
maintenance than other types of reels.
Well, there you have it… the basic
facts of the three main types of reels!
Believe me when I say that the info I have
listed just scratches the surface and I could
have gone on and on about more details,
especially with Spinning and Baitcasting
reels, but I am just trying to give you a place
to start with your selection of a reel to fish
with. There are lots of articles online and
videos on YouTube that will help narrow
your search, so check them out.
Until next month, Good Luck, Good
Fishing and hope to see you at one of the
many Outdoor Shows over this winter. My
wife Deb and I will be at both the Tinley
Park Fishing and Outdoor Show on Feb.
10-11 and the Elmwood All-Outdoors
Show on March 3-4 with our Raptor
Premium Spinnerbaits booth. Stop by
either one and check out our selection of
lures and talk a little fishing!
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IQ BOWSIGHTS LAUNCHES INNOVATIVE
RANGEFINDER SIGHT
IQ GIVES BOWHUNTERS A SIGHT
AND RANGEFINDER ALL IN ONE.
A serious buzz, as it typically does,
surrounded the Feradyne Outdoors booth
on the ATA Show’s first morning. As
retailers and media folk alike passed
around a trio of bow risers, there was
plenty of oohs and ahhs accompanying the
“pass-the-riser please’ requests.
But, it wasn’t the riser that was
getting the eyebrow raises. Rather, it was
the sight attached to it.
The Define from IQ Bowsights is a
five-pin laser rangefinder sight that is
accurate out to 99 yards. Mounted in the
corner of the sight’s housing is a small
window, and when the Trigger Activated
Yardage Scan is clicked on a blue LED is
displayed. A second click provides the
distance to the target. Pretty slick, huh?
The trigger, which is more of a button,
is attached to the back of the bow’s grip,
and natural grip pressure of the palmswell area will activate it.
The sight boasts 2nd and 3rd axis

adjustment, tool-free locking knobs and
from everything I could see, promises
headache-free setup. Dual-mounting
quiver holes, bright .019-inch pins sporting
four brightness settings and tool-free
windage and elevation adjustments round

out the features of this innovative new
sight.
For more information, visit www.
iqbowsights.com.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

GAME PRESERVE AND SPORTING CLAYS, LLC
57290 Cumberland Trail • New London, MO 63459

Feel free to stay the day, stay the night,
or stay the week! We have a 5,000
square foot lodge capable of sleeping
up to 13 people.
•Quail, Chukar, & Pheasant Hunting
• Turkey Hunting
• Deer Hunting
• On-site Campground
• Lodging - Home Cooked Breakfast
included
• European/Continental Style Tower
Shoots

We are Missouri’s largest
Owen’s dog box distributor.
Call for in-stock units.

Missouri’s largest Ruff
Tough Kennels Dealer.
Our prices won’t be beat.

Call Today: 573-985-7477 • www.katonkaclaysports.com
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MDC NOTABLE NEWS FROM 2017
By Joe Jerek

JEFFERSON CITY, MO – Looking back
on 2017, the Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) offers some highlights
on its nature-related news during the past
year. Use the included links for additional
information and images.
Visit short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSc for more
2017 highlights from MDC’s Reflecting on
2017 video.
For more on MDC activities over the past
year, read the Department’s Annual Review for
Fiscal Year July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 in the
January issue of the Missouri Conservationist and
online at short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSp
WELCOME ADDITIONS
• Gov. Eric Greitens announced on July 31 the
appointment of long-time conservationist

and outdoor enthusiast Nicole Wood to
the Missouri Conservation Commission for
a term that expires June 30, 2023. Wood
replaced James T. Blair, IV, of St. Louis whose
Commission appointment expired. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZSG
• MDC added 14 new agents from its 2017
conservation agent class. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZSN
•
MDC opened new exhibits at Runge
Nature Center in Jefferson City in January.
Renovations feature new displays and an
interactive design focused on forest habitat
and ecology. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSx
•
MDC began offering new Permit Cards in
April as an additional way of carrying and
showing proof of most related permits. The
new plastic-coated cards are another option
to MDC’s paper and electronic permits. short.
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mdc.mo.gov/ZSf
•
MDC opened the much-anticipated new
shooting range on the August. A Busch
Memorial Conservation Area in St. Charles in
late October. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSY
CONSERVATION CONGRATULATIONS
• MDC awarded Glenn Chambers of Columbia the
Department’s Master Conservationist Award
in March for his four-plus decades of awardwinning conservation work. Chambers passed
away later in the year. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSg
•
Lincoln County Conservation Agent Kevin
Eulinger received the 2017 MDC Outstanding
Conservation Agent of the Year award in
March. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSM
•
In April, the Missouri Conservation
Commission
named
Leo
A.
Drey posthumously as the 43rd member of
its Hall of Fame for his lifelong advocacy for
conservation. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSA
•
Missouri student archers were named
national champions at the National Archery
in the Schools National Tournament and
International Bowhunting Organization 3D
Challenge held in May in Louisville, Ky. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZSd Sarcoxie High School went

on to finish in first place in the 3D Challenge
at the National Archery in the Schools World
Tournament and 3D Challenge in Orlando,
FL. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSP
•
The Center for Digital Government
awarded MDC a State Government
Experience national award for its MO
Fishing app. MO Fishing was selected
for radically improving the experience of
government and pushing the boundaries of
how citizen services are delivered. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZSW
•
The American burying beetle recovery
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MDC Notable News . . . continued
program, a partnership project of MDC,
the St. Louis Zoo, and others, received
the 2017 North American Conservation
Significant Achievement Award from the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums for
exceptional efforts toward regional habitat
preservation, species restoration, and
support of biodiversity in the wild. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZSm
• Jim and Schatzi Ball of Caldwell County were
recognized by MDC and the Missouri Tree
Farm System as Missouri Tree Farmers of
the Year. The Balls were also recognized
at the national level as the North Central
Regional Tree Farmers of the Year. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZTN
•
MDC and the Arbor Day Foundation
recognized 95 Tree City USAs in Missouri,
including seven new communities. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZZh
•
MDC announced in December that more
than 653,000 acres of state land have
been certified by the Sustainable Forestry
Initiative 2015-2019 Forest Management
Standard thanks to the Department’s ongoing
efforts to properly manage forest resources to
assure their health and sustainability. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZTo
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
• MDC celebrated 80 years of “serving nature
and you” in 2017. Keeping with its tradition
of citizen-based conservation, MDC held
special open houses around the state in
August through October for more than 1,600
attendees to celebrate, share information,
and gather public feedback. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZSs
•
In accordance with Gov. Eric Greitens’
executive order issued in January, MDC
reviewed its regulations and invited the
public to comment on all regulations of
the Wildlife Code of Missouri under the
Missouri Code of State Regulations.
MDC’s 80th anniversary open houses
around the state were an opportunity for
people to comment on regulations, and
the Department also encouraged people to
comment online. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSe
•
MDC continued to seek public input
throughout 2017 on how conservation areas
are important to Missourians by inviting the
public and others to review and comment
on draft management plans for many
conservation areas around the state. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZSn
•
MDC introduced the Fish StL Cup
competition for St. Louis area high-school-age
youths. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSh
• MDC launched its new Discover Nature Schools
(DNS) teacher portal to encourage Missouri
teachers to get connected with conservation
education. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZS7
• MDC celebrated the 40th anniversary of its
Natural Areas Program by encourage people
to discover nature at natural areas around the
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state. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZwX
COOL CRITTERS
•
MDC biologists studied reproduction
and ongoing evolution of the rare and
endangered cave fish – the grotto sculpin
– which is found only in Perry County
caves. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZS8
• Anna White of Excelsior Springs harvested
a rare white wild turkey in April. The 20-pound
gobbler had a black beard, but the tom’s
feathers and spurs were all white. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZSX
• Heavy spring rains caused historic flooding for
much of Missouri, including damage at
some MDC conservation areas. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZSB Wildlife, however, adapted to
the extreme weather conditions. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZS2
• MDC invited folks to discover nature while
watching the historic solar eclipse on Aug.
21 by watching the rare event at one its 54
conservation areas in the solar eclipse’s
primary path across Missouri. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZS6
• MDC researchers discovered lake sturgeon
swimming hundreds of miles through the
Mississippi River. Lake sturgeon were once
common in our big rivers, but by the 1970s
overharvest and river habitat decline caused
their numbers to plummet. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZSu
• Missouri birders got a winter treat with
the appearance of snowy owls from the
Artic spotted around the state. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZSL
POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS
• In February, New Madrid County R-1 Middle
School became the 600th Missouri school
to join the Missouri National Archery in the
Schools Program (MoNASP). short.mdc.mo.gov/

ZSb MoNASP is part of the National Archery
in the Schools Program (NASP). Having 600
schools participating in the program puts
Missouri as one of the top 10 states involved in
NASP. The 2017 MoNASP state tournament in
Branson in March drew a record 2,100 student
archers in grades 4-12 from 127 schools across
the state. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSE
• In March, conservation and agriculture groups
renewed their partnership to eliminate feral
hogs in Missouri. The Missouri Conservation
Heritage Foundation helped with a $79,500
grant and additional in-kind contributions of
labor and equipment equaling a total value of
$132,900. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSa
•
In May, MDC and the Missouri Bird
Conservation Foundation celebrated the
completion of the online Great Missouri
Birding Trail with special events around the
state. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSR
•
Cowgill Elementary in Cowgill, Randall
Elementary in Independence, and Southwest
Livingston County R1 in Ludlow were
winners of the 2017 “Yes You CAN Make
Missouri Litter Free” trashcan-decorating
contest. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSD
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•
Bees and other pollinating insects in
the Joplin area got improved habitat
conditions thanks to a partnership project of
MDC, Audubon, and members of the Chert
Glades Master Naturalist chapter. The
local project is part of the Bayer “Feed A
Bee” $500,000 initiative to plant pollinator
forage areas in all 50 states by the end of
2018. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSz
• MDC began assisting the National Audubon
Society in implementing a beef program
to benefit both ranchers and grassland
birds. The Audubon Conservation Ranching
Program links consumers to beef produced
on farms that provide good grassland bird
habitat. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSK
• MDC continued working with its numerous
partners of Missourians for Monarchs in
2017 to help raise awareness and create
and sustain habitat for monarch butterflies
and other important pollinators through
various programs and events around the
state. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSr
• MDC grew its popular Discover Nature—
Fishing program with the “teach-the-teacher”
technique by inviting outside partners to help
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teach fishing. Volunteers from The City of
Bellefontaine Neighbors group were among
the earliest to help teach youth in the area
how to fish. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSH
• MDC partnered with The City of Velda Village
Hills to help prevent problems from tree roots
causing heaved up concrete, broken sidewalks,
costly pavement replacement, or even tree
removal. They are using a special “structural
soil” that forms a lattice which allows tree
roots to grow outward without buckling
sidewalks. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSV
• MDC provided more than $373,500 for wildfire
suppression equipment to 169 Missouri
fire departments, and also more than $6.1
MILLION worth of acquired federal excess
property to 250 Missouri fire departments,
including vehicles and equipment. short.mdc.
mo.gov/Z4A
• About 70 MDC staff from around the state
provided much-needed wildfire suppression
assistance to Colorado, Montana and
Oregon throughout July, August, and
September. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTg
• Conservation agents worked with other law
enforcement staff on swift-water rescue
efforts to save numerous people from
drownings during the record flooding this past
spring. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTx
•
Through help from public tips and
info, conservation agents caught numerous
poachers and others who violated regulations
of the Wildlife Code of Missouri. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZTf
FISHING FEATS
• Historic spring flooding threatened to wash
downstream thousands of trout at MDC’s
Maramec Spring Hatcherynear St. James, but
staff took quick action to save them by placing
protective covers over the raceways. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZTY
•
John Paul Morris of Springfield became
a Missouri record-holder after he shot a
record bigmouth buffalo on a private pond in

Henry County using a bow and arrow. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZSj
•
Riley Nolan of Fenton gigged a record
gizzard shad on the Big River in Jefferson
County. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZS9
•
Ben Faulkenberry of Imperial hooked a
record skipjack herring on Joachim Creek in
Jefferson County using a rod and reel. short.
mdc.mo.gov/ZSC
•
Steven Wengler of St. Louis snagged a
record skipjack herring on the Mississippi
River. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSy
• James Lucas of O’Fallon caught a record
redear sunfish on a private pond in Lincoln
County. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSF
•
Dominik Penner of Merriam Woods
Village became a record-breaking angler
when he caught a redear sunfish on Table
Rock Lake. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSt
•
Bowen Dockery of Greentop became a
record-breaking angler in Missouri when he
caught a green sunfish on a private pond in
Schuyler County. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZSv
• Timothy Keene of Ozark hooked a record
quillback on Bull Shoals Lake in Taney
County using a rod and reel. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZTk
•
Craig Barulich of Kansas City became a
record-breaking angler in Missouri when he
hooked a skipjack herring on the Missouri
River using a rod and reel. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZTZ
• Jeff Rowland of Poplar Bluff became a recordbreaking angler in Missouri when he gigged
a northern hog sucker on the Current River in
Ripley County. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZT4
FORESTRY FEATS
• MDC and the Missouri Community Forestry
Council recognized the BASF plant in Hannibal
with the 2017 Business or Institution Arbor
Award of Excellence for caring for community
trees. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTJ
• MDC and the Missouri Community Forestry
Council recognized Beyond Housing of
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St. Louis with the 2017 Arbor Award of
Excellence for an Organization for its
significant efforts to enhance trees in the 24
communities within the Normandy School
District. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZT3
•
MDC and the Missouri Community Forestry
Council recognized Ward 3 Alderman Mike
Talbot of Elsberry with the 2017 Individual
Arbor Award of Excellence for his efforts to
improve the quality of life for his community by
enhancing its trees. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTU
•
MDC and the Missouri Community
Forestry Council recognized the City of
Brunswick with the 2017 Municipality/
Government Arbor Award of Excellence.
The community of 858 people and “pecan
capital of Missouri” was recognized for its
ongoing commitment to forestry, including
being a Tree City USA for 16 years, holding
innovative community-wide Arbor Day
celebrations each year, and using TRIM
grant funds to conduct a comprehensive tree
inventory. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZJX
• An American elm tree in northeast Johnson
County became state champion tree for its
species. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTw
• MDC awarded State Champion Tree honors
to farm owners in rural Howard County for
harboring the state’s largest Osage orange
tree. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTi
• MDC congratulated Eric L’Heureux of Piedmont
on being named Missouri’s State Logger of
the Year for 2017. L’Heureux was also named
regional logger of the year for the Southeast
Region. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZT5
• MDC certified a new State Champion Ohio
Buckeye in Clayton. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTS
• MDC awarded $382,914 in 2017 to numerous
Missouri communities through its Tree
Resource Improvement and Maintenance
(TRIM) grant program. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTT
REGULATIONS
•
MDC changed catfish regulations at five
southeast Missouri lakes to improve channel
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catfish populations and average size of fish
harvested: Tywappity Community Lake in
Scott County; Buford Pond in Reynolds County;
and Thomas, Giessing, and Hager lakes in St.
Francois County. Channel catfish less than
16 inches must be released. The daily limit
remains four fish. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTq
• MDC expanded restrictions on feeding deer
and placing minerals for deer from 29 to 41
counties throughout the state, effective July
1, to help limit the spread of chronic wasting
disease. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTc
•
MDC conducted mandatory sampling of
deer harvested in 25 counties of Missouri on
opening weekend of the November firearms
deer season to test them for chronic
wasting disease. Of the more than 20,730
test results received so far, 12 have tested
positive for the deadly deer disease. short.
mdc.mo.gov/Z3N
• MDC began offering an all-online huntereducation course for Missouri residents 16
years or older to provide a more flexible
and convenient option to become huntereducation certified. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTp
• MDC enacted new regulations for anglers
collecting bait from the Black and St. Francis
rivers. This proactive measure is to prevent
accidental bait-bucket introduction of
invasive Asian carp. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTG
• MDC proposed a ban on the commercial
harvest of wild turtles and will make its final
decision later in 2018. Commercial turtle
trapping is putting the state’s turtle numbers
at risk and many commercially-harvested
wild turtles are exported and sold as exotic
pets or processed into food and traditional
Chinese medicine. short.mdc.mo.gov/ZTM
• Regulation changes pertaining to length limits
and daily limits for small mouth and rock
bass became effective in March. short.mdc.
mo.gov/ZTQ
Learn more about MDC news and other
happenings at mdc.mo.gov
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LAKE OZARKS GUIDE, JACK UXA,
GIVES COLD WEATHER BASS TIPS
by Bill Cooper

The thermometer read 22-degrees
when I left the house at 6 a.m. The
weather report the night before predicted
41- degrees.
Regardless, I headed towards Lake
of the Ozarks to spend the day with bass
and crappie fishing guide Jack Uxa. We
planned to put together a video about cold
weather bass fishing techniques.
“The wind is out of the East, “Jack
pointed out right off the bat.
“Wind out of the East, fish bite the
least,” I chimed in.
“I don’t put much stock in that old
saying,” Jack rebutted. “Winds are
supposed to reach 40mph, too. It may get
a little rough out there, but Lake of the
Ozarks has a million coves. We will find
some out of the wind.”

Uxa has been guiding on Lake of
the Ozarks for a couple of decades and
he knows its waters like the back of his
hand, another old saying. I had fished
with him a couple of times previously. His
performances proved impressive. Despite
the fact that I believed in the out of the
East wind theory, I had confidence that
Jack would find fish before the day ended.
Jack has earned a good reputation
as a guide, spending about 290 days a
year on the water. “Geez,” I gouged. “You
should know a bit about the lake, having
spent that much time out here.”
“I feel I know the lake very well,” Jack
rebounded. “But, there is always more
to learn. Every day is a new beginning.
Conditions can change quickly. When
conditions, change, the fishing patterns
change, too.”
A pro staffer for Bass Pro Shops, Jack
launched his Nitro boat at a well hidden
boat ramp. It was armed with all the

latest devices, which, according to him,
gave him an edge for locating fish for his
customers and in turn gave them ample
opportunities to catch fish.
Uxa began searching familiar spots
for largemouth bass. Within minutes he
swung a chunky 13-incher into the boat.
“The jerk-bait bite has been pretty good
recently,” he said.
I immediately asked what bait he was
throwing. “It’s a Megabass jerk-bait,” he
responded. “They are a great bait and
easy to cast.”
I noticed that Jack had several rods
rigged with different colors of Megabass
baits. He certainly had confidence in them.
We eased along the shoreline. “I did
very well yesterday,” Jack added. “I picked
up several nice fish,” he said with bit of
concern in his voice. We had not picked up
another fish in the last 100 yards.
“The wind has shifted dramatically
from yesterday,” Uxa said. “Wind that hit

Jack Uxa is a successful fishing
guide on Lake of the Ozarks. He
fishes 290 days a year!
these steep banks and points yesterday, is
now coming from the side or away from
them. It definitely changes how bass
relate to them.”
Jack changed colors of his jerk-baits
as different structure types appeared. He
continued to pick up a few smaller bass,
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but nothing to write home about.
We eased up near a boat dock and
Jack picked up a crappie rod. He “shot
the dock,” a tricky maneuver of grasping
the jig, bending the rod heavily and
slingshotting the jig up under the dock. He
caught crappie steadily.
I dropped a hint that I’d like to take
some home. He filled a limit rather quickly.
Next, it was back to bass fishing. “It’s
clouding up,” Jack said. “That will help
the bass fishing.”
He headed the boat slowly across a
point that normally produced fish for him.
“The wind is not perfect, but we should
find fish here,” he stated confidently.
“One of the biggest mistakes winter
time bass fishermen make is fishing too
deep,” he related. “Tournament fishermen
started a trend years ago by fishing deep
to get the big fish. That’s ok, but you are
only going to get one, or two, if you are
lucky. I like to catch numbers and I can
do that by fishing steep banks with deep
water nearby.”
Jack also pointed out that he does not
fish his jerk-baits as slowly as tournament

guys, either. “I tend to fish them a little too
fast at times, but if I don’t get bit, I slow
down a little more.”
The way to fish a jerk-bait, according
to Uxa, is to cast, reel the bait down and
let it suspend for a long few seconds
before twitching it slightly. Repeat repeat,
repeat.
Jack paused in mid sentence, when
his rod arched. “Good one,” he whispered.
“They are picking up now that the cloud
cover has moved in.”
As the hefty 4-pound bass rolled into
view, we both noticed that the fish was
barely hooked. Jack lipped it quickly and
swung the red-gilled bass into the boat.
“I won’t be surprised if we find more
of these now,” Jack said.
A few minutes later, his rod arched
heavily again. We had traveled only 20
yards down the bank. Through the view
finder of the video camera, this fish
appeared larger.
“These certainly aren’t the largest
bass in Lake of the Ozarks, Uxa said. “But,
if I were in a tournament today, I would be
very happy.”

I picked up my bait-caster, which Jack
had rigged with a silver and black Berkley
Skinny Cutter. Within ten minutes, I felt a
jolt. “Fish on,” I laughed.
I slid the respectable 3-pound plus
bass back into the cold waters of the lake.
I resumed filming, while Jack added a few
more bass to the files.
“One key to our success today lies
in the fact that I use 8-to-10-pound test
line for jerk-baits, while many guys use
12-pound and above. You loose too much
sensitivity with those heavy lines.”
“Today was a perfect example of how
cold weather bass fishing often is,” Jack said.
“Temperatures and weather patterns can
change quickly. A key to success is to stick
with it until you find a pattern for the day.”
Jack Uxa may be contacted at:
573-434-2570 or check him out on
www.lakeoftheozarksfishingguide.com
Bill Cooper’s WILD AT HEART
Outdoor Radio Show can heard on
www.espn1073fm.com.
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OUTDOOR RECREATION DESTINATIONS
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
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By Shae Birkey

It used to be that trip planning used
to be about what I wanted to do (hunting,
fishing, etc.. ) and/or what my wife wanted
to do (beaches and outdoors recreation).
Planning trips these days is all about the
family. As we go about this planning, I’ve
read about and talked to families about so
many great outdoors spots that I’ve kept
a small list when I hear something that
catches our attention and/or that we visit
ourselves.
With really young kids (ours are 2 and
5), I’ll make this blog a little more specific
to the Midwest which means it’s slightly
more tolerable on drives (are we there
yet??).
Southern Ozark Mountains-This
generically covers everything from the
beautiful rivers and lakes of the Ozarks in
Missouri to Branson. So many different
things to do outdoors. Take your pick of
crystal clear rivers to float and fish for
trout (Black, Current, North Fork of the
White, White, Buffalo in Arkansas, etc..
. ) to the three amazingly crystal clear
and yet uncrowded lakes (Norfork, Bull
Shoals, Table Rock). The lakes are also
crystal clear and if you are a water sports
person there are none that compare. This
is also an awesome place to rent a house
boat. We grew up spending summers in
this area and my family still has a house
on the beautifully preserved Bull Shoals
Lake. Development is generally not
allowed within so close to the lake as the
Corps of Engineers owns that forested
buffer. Branson and of course, the Bass
Pro Shops headquarters in Springfield
are within short drives and well worth
the drive. Check out the new Wonders
of Wildlife exhibit for an adventure I’m
certain will blow away your expectations
on natural history (both living and dead).
Lake of the Ozarks-I’m sure this lake once
looked and felt like the three lakes I write
about above, but it is now much more of
a party atmosphere (also cool if you’re
into that). The water is not nearly as clear
but the things for the kids to do (like the
many family-friendly restaurants on the
water) are still dynamite. Don’t even think
about bringing a smaller boat out onto the
main lake. Millionaire yachts throw up
huge wakes on busy weekends. Find the

coves to avoid big boat swells and better
opportunity for water sports.
Wisconsin Dells-A family favorite
since I was a kid and we’ve now planned
trips to this area two seasons in a row.
We prefer to stay off the main water parks
and then water taxi in (Wilderness Resort
is our favorite spot). From the on and off
road/river army ducks to the deer park and
more—kid’s things to do are more than
you can fill a weekend with. . ..
Northern Wisconsin—What I love
about northern Wisconsin in the summer
are the cool night time temps which
means that outdoors campfires still make
sense all while swimming during the day.
Camping is also still enjoyable throughout
the summer. Float and white-water
trips down the many beautiful and wellpreserved rivers (Wolf, Peshtigo, Black,
Flambeau) to flowage camping and fishing
trips on islands, cabin and pontoon rentals
and more. If you are an outdoors family,
the north woods are hard to beat. Check
out the Flambeau flowage on state-run
parks for island camping like you’ve never
experienced before.
		 Michigan
beaches—Want
beautiful beaches that might rival going to
Florida but are within 6 hours drive time
from central Illinois? Check out the west
coast of Michigan.
From the more
popular Holland,
Grand Haven areas
up to the Traverse
City area that has
both beaches and
plenty of local
wineries
and
breweries for mom
and dad to check
out, the beaches
and family stuff
to do will keep
everyone happy.
We stayed in the
Hart area and also
spent time renting
Jeeps to ride on the
many incredible
recreational dune
areas.
Seeing
a 250,000$ long

carriage dune buggy hit 100 miles an hour
on sand is quite the site and even the
Jeep rental trip had our entire family’s
hearts pounding. Trust me—its more
adventure than what you think when you
sign up—and that’s a good thing! There
are also slightly slower and milder options
for cruising the dunes but they’re a blast.
. . . One beware—the water temps in
Lake Michigan in mid-summer are still
really cold. Finding beaches with inland

lakes discharging to Lake Michigan were
the trick. Duck Lake State Park was our
favorite.
I’ve given you some of our family’s
favorite trips—what are yours??

EXTREME TERRAIN VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

ARGO DIRECT
Call Mike: 618-588-4444
8565 Rt. 260, New Baden, IL 62265
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TINLEY PARK FISHING SHOW,
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
AND STILL GROWING...

Twenty-five years and ago no one
thought it was possible to have a successful
outdoor show in a high school. This year the
Tinley Park Fishing and Outdoor Show will be
celebrating their twenty fifth year on Saturday
and Sunday, February 10 & 11 2018.
Asked how this show was able to
become the longest running show in the
Chicagoland area, Komar Show Manager for
all of the 25 years says, keep your exhibitors
happy and they will do the rest for you.
This is an affordable show where
Mom, Dad, and the kids can get in the door
at a great price. Admission to the show
is $6.00 for adults, $5.00 for seniors, and
$4.00 for kids age 7 to 13; little anglers age
6 and under are free. Held each year at the
Tinley Park High School, this show offers
over 180,000 square space of exhibitor
space and has ample free parking.
Exhibitors from several states come
to this show to sell just about everything

made for fishing and outdoor fun. There is
vacation resorts represented from Canada
to Kentucky, charter-fishing trips can be
booked for the Great Lakes in Illinois,
Wisconsin, Indiana and Ohio. Fishing
clubs will be at the show and numerous
guide services will offer fishing trips for
Crappie, Bass, Walleye and Muskie.
In addition to the great exhibitors,
there will be fishing seminars and
demonstrations. This year anglers can
sit in on seminars for catfish, bass,
and musky. New on the stage will be
Takedown Eventures with their exciting
bow-shooting, hatchet throwing events.
Once again this year there will be a
Silent Auction where you will be able to
bid on a trip of a lifetime, a Custom made
rod, along with many other great items
that will be up for bid all weekend long.
The Tinley Park Athletic Booster Club
puts together what is now known as one

25TH ANNUAL

Tinley Park
Fishing & Outdoor Show

of the largest and longest running outdoor
show in the greater Chicagoland area.
The Tinley Park Fishing and Outdoor Show
supports all of the student athletes at the
Tinley Park High School. With a show that
draws literally thousands of visitors, the
big shows are taking notice.
Adding to the show’s success is the
support given from sponsors like Plano,
Cableas, Bettenhausen Motor Sales,
Chauncey’s Great Outdoors, Lowrance
Electronics, Country Insurance, and IHT
Wealth Management. The hard work and
dedication from the parents and the students
is what pulls this show together; their
selfless efforts bring exhibitors and visitors
back year after year.
The show is held at the Tinley
Park High School, 6111 W. 175th Street,
just east of Ridgeland, in Tinley Park,
Illinois. To see a map with directions to
the show, a list of exhibitors, the seminar
schedule and more, visit the Tinley Park
Fishing and Outdoors Show website at
www.tinleyparkfishingshow.com

SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians

FEBRUARY 10th AND 11th, 2018
180,000 Sq. Ft of Exhibit Space

Roughneck 1860

Saturday & Sunday 9am - 5pm
Tinley Park High School
6111 W. 175th St. Tinley Park, IL

TinleyParkFishingShow.com
Enjoy 315 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

GAMBER COVE

With over 10 well-stocked fishing lakes, miles of
hiking trails, berry picking, mushroom hunting, swimming
pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.
Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

www.GamberCove.net

REBATES
AVAILABLE ON
ALL LOWE BOATS!
Rebates available
up to $1000!
“Lowe supports the
Military:” Military
discount on all boat
packages.
INSTANT REBATES TILL 3/31/18

Lowe RX1756

Lowe 1648M Rivoted Jon Boat

2525 N. Grand Ave. East
Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408

EastSideMarine.com
esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!
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CATCHING EARLY
SLABS AT LAKE
OF THE OZARKS

by John Neporadny Jr.
February can be a real tease for Lake
of the Ozarks crappie anglers.
The month is still in the throes of
winter doling out snow, ice and bitter
cold, but it also shows hints of spring
with certain days radiating sunshine and
warmth. The lake has gone through the
annual winter drawdown to its lowest
level and the surface waters have dropped
to the coldest temperatures of the year.
During an average winter, the reservoirs
north of I-70 are usually covered with ice
that is too thick for boats to break through
yet too thin to attempt any ice fishing. So
the Lake of the Ozarks in the central part
of the state offers crappie anglers the best
chance to catch a mess of slab crappie—
weather permitting.
You might have to break through a
thin layer of ice at the boat ramp in the
morning, but it will be well worth the effort
for the chance to catch some of the biggest
crappie of the year. Savvy crappie anglers
know that the biggest fish usually move to
the shallows first, so they find any possible
way to get to open water when that first
warming trend of the month arrives.
Throughout the winter, Lake of the
Ozarks crappie suspend over deep-water
haunts waiting for warmer weather
to trigger their spring migration to the
shallows. A couple of warm, sunny
days in February prompt some of those
suspending fish to move closer to the
surface to feed on baitfish that rise to
the warmer surface water. Slab crappie
suspended over a creek channel close to
a flat or a bluff with a shallow ledge will
move up quickly on the shallow structure
after a couple of balmy weather days.
I have lived at the lake for more than
30 years and have never seen it freeze over
completely, but during most winters we do
have to contend with breaking through ice
especially in the coves and the narrower
sections of the Niangua arm, upper Osage
and the Gravois and Grand Glaize creeks.
A mild winter last year allowed me to fish
for crappie the whole month of February on

my home waters, but during the previous
two winters my cove was covered with ice
and I was unable to get my boat out until
the first week of March.
When the weather cooperates,
February can be one of the best months for
catching the biggest crappie of the year
on the central Missouri lake. “Once the
lake gets pulled down and stabilizes and
the sunlight starts warming up the water
it brings the fish up pretty shallow in
February,” says guide Terry Blankenship.
The Osage Beach angler believes the
biggest crappie move shallower faster
than the rest of the panfish during the
warming trends of February, especially
in areas containing dirtier water. He
recommends trying the Grand Glaize
arm and Indian Creek of the Gravois arm
for early slabs in the shallows since the
waters in these tributaries tend to warm
up faster than the main lake.
Two patterns produce best for
Blankenship when he pursues slab
crappie throughout February.
When
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the surface water temperature climbs
after two or three warm, sunny days,
Blankenship knows shad and slab crappie
move closer to the surface, so he relies on
techniques that keep his lures suspended
in the shallower strike zone. His favorite
tactics for catching these fish are jerking
a suspending stickbait and working a jigand-bobber rig.
Slab crappie will suspend over various
depths in February and during the warming
trends the fish hold 4 to 8 feet deep on flats
in the 10- to 15-foot range or along steeper
banks in 20 to 25 feet of water. Blankenship
searches for baitfish on his electronics to
pinpoint the depth and location of slabs
during the warming trends.
The stickbait tactic works best for
Blankenship in clear water since the fish
can see farther to move up and snatch the
suspending lure. So Blankenship favors

jerking the stickbait for crappie in the clearest
section of the lake from Bagnell Dam to the
10-mile mark and the lower Gravois arm.
The Megabass 3 3/4-inch Vision 95
Is Blankenship’s favorite stickbait to catch
both numbers and slab crappie, but the 4
1/3-inch Vision 110 model usually produces
the biggest crappie. The guide opts for
stickbaits with a tint of blue on the lures
such as blue-and-chartreuse. He also likes
the lures to have some shades of purple.
Once he finds the baitfish, Blankenship
casts to the spot and jerks the stickbait
five to seven times on 6- or 8-pound test to
make the lure dive down to its maximum
depth. Then he lets the lure sit for various
lengths of time before twitching it again.
“if the water is fairly cold you really have
to slow it down a lot,” he says.
After the bite stops on the stickbait,
Blankenship will throw the jig-and-bobber

Trading Post
Area Sportsman Bar
• PIZZA • ICE • CARRY OUT • OPEN 7 DAYS •

On West Center St.
Oakford, IL 62673
Owner: Tim Wallace

217-635-5392

Every Tuesday $1.50/Can
Welcome Bikers,
Poker Runs
SEE OUR BIG TROPHIES!

“Peoria Area’s Elite Truck
& Auto Accessory Center”
SPRAY ON TRUCK BEDLINER

tion
alla
Inst lable!
i
Ava

Custom
Colors

Lifetime
Warranty

AUTO • TRUCK • JEEP • VAN
RESTYLING SPECIALIST

• Sun Roofs
• Window Tinting
• Running Boards
• Spray On Bedliners
• Tube Steps
• Fiberglass Hard
Lids & Caps

• Remote Starts
• Tonneau Covers
• Keyless Entry
• 4x4 Accessories
• Trailer Hitches
• Tool Boxes
• & MUCH MORE!

2000 E. War Memorial Dr. (1 mile West of McCluggage Bridge) • Peoria, IL

309-688-8752
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setup to the same spot. “A lot of times you
can really tear them up then,” he says.
Blankenship uses a small egg-shaped clipon bobber that he sets about 4 to 6 feet
above a 1/16-ounce jighead. He attaches
either a Bobby Garland 3-inch Slab Slayer
or Baby Shad in blue ice, threadfin shad or
bluegrass colors.
The local guide also uses a slow
presentation for his bobber tactics. “You
can throw it out there and let it sit for 30
seconds sometimes and if you are in the
midst of a school one will finally whack
it,” he says. Blankenship occasionally
twitches the bobber a couple of times and
then pauses it, but most of the time he
casts the rig beyond his target and slowly
reels to where the bobber sits above the
fish. In dirty-water situations, he sets his
bobber so the jig rests slightly above the
tops of brush piles.
The ideal weather for Blankenship’s
tactics is a partly cloudy day with a 5 to 10
mph breeze. He notes it is tougher to catch
slabs on sunny, calm days, which tend to
push the fish down into the brush or under
docks.
The pattern for slabs tends to change
towards the end of February when the
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backs of creeks become 5 to 8 degrees
warmer than the main lake. “When you
find that warmer water the bigger fish
have a tendency to go toward the warmer
water because the baitfish go there too,”
he says.
Although he has caught 15-inch
crappie on his home lake in February,
Blankenship mostly catches limits of 12inch slabs during the month. “When you
catch a limit of 12-inch fish off of this lake
you have really done something,” he says.
For information on lodging and other
facilities at the Lake of the Ozarks or to
receive a free vacation guide, call the
Lake of the Ozarks Convention & Visitors
Bureau at 1-800-FUN-LAKE or visit the
Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitors
Bureau web site at funlake.com.

Good day with
the girls in
Franklin
County.
These ducks
were taken
on 12/16/17.
Congrats on
a great
shoot ladies.

Copies of John Neporadny’s book,
“THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing
Guide” are available by calling
573/365-4296 or visiting the web site
www.jnoutdoors.com.

Don’s Hide-A-Way Tavern
WE’RE EASY TO FIND & HARD TO LEAVE

Rt. 9 • Mackinaw, IL

309.359.6118

CHICAGO STREET RENTALS

1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM
Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!

Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors,
General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself
DEALER FOR:

(217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

Mon - Sat: 11am - 1am • Sun: 10am - 1am
FREE WI-FI • COZY SMOKING BEER GARDEN • PACKAGE LIQUOR
BEER • SODA & ICE AVAILABLE TO GO • ATM
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED!
FREE SHUTTLE WITHIN 20 MILE RADIUS! CALL FOR DETAILS: 241.5219

On Beautiful Lake Sara
Fishing • Water Sports • Golf
Family Fun • Reunions
Business Meetings • New Rooms

CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ PREMIER OUTDOOR SHOW!!! FEBRUARY 9 - 10, 2018

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 9th from 10:00AM - 8:00PM
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 10th from 8:00AM - 4:00PM

Great Fun for the whole Family! • Fishing & Hunting Seminars!
Adults $5 and kids 13 and under are FREE
Free Parking
Otto Center: 2058 CR 1800 E, Arthur, IL

217-268-3820 • www.ArthurOutdoorExpo.com

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill,
White Bass & Walleye!
For More Information Call:

(217) 868-2950
Or Write To:

P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com
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WOO’S BIG BASS RIGHT
CORNER AROUND THE CORNER
BY WOO DAVES

February is the month I look forward
to because I know the big bass are right
around the corner! We know March is near
but we also know if February will give us
just a few warm days in a row, the big bass
are going to go shallow looking for warmer
water and food. I have had some of my
best big fish days this month! It’s all about
the temperature and if you can get that
warming trend headed to the lake.
Before we go any farther, I want you
to make sure you are prepared for safety
first. One very important factor is not to
get in a hurry. This is not the time to blast
up the lake doing 70 mph in your Nitro
Z20, take it easy. When you get out of
the truck put your life vest on and under
no circumstances take it off until you are
back safe and in the truck. I keep an extra
set of warm clothes in the boat and a
Buddy heater, you never know when you
will need them. If you fall in the water
or just get wet, hypothermia sets in real
quick and being prepared before hand can
save your life. Check the weather and if

it’s going to get bad, stay at home. I’ve lost
8 friends to hypothermia and I don’t want
to lose another.
Now we are out on the water
remember one word when you start fishing
and that is SLOWDOWN bass are ready to
eat but not ready to chase so again slow
down your presentations. Look at your
Raymarine temperature gauge and find
the warmest water available to fish. Look
at the north west coves and creeks as a
rule to find the warmest water. Shallow
coves, shallow flats and rip rap are prime
places to look for bass. Seagulls can lead
you to bait in the area, so keep an eye out.
And as a rule later in the day around 10
to 4 the big fish bite the best. I have seen
many times people give up on an area and
leave. Then once the sun gets over head
the bass turn on so be patient and don’t
give up on a good looking area. I’m going
to mention the word slowdown again
hope you are getting the point! Here are
a few techniques that I like to use.
Some of the best lures to use is a
swim bait like Zoom’s super Fluke, jig, a
Little Mutt crank bait in red or crawfish, a

Zoom Fat Albert grub.
I also like to use big
bladed spinner baits
and a suspending jerk
bait. The reason being
is they can all be fished
slow (there is that
word again) .
I like to fish the Fluke on Bass Pro
Little Mutt around rip rap, stump beds, flat
Shops’ Under Spring jig head or a Scrounger
points or rocky banks with a slow retrieve.
head and simply slow crawl it along the
While retrieving I like to pause the lure a lot.
bottom with a steady slow retrieve . This can
When fishing big bladed spinner baits
also be good around boat docks.
you can really slow roll them a lot. I use a
On my ½ oz. jig I use a Zoom super
bulky trailer like a Fluke to help slow down
chunk, need I say more. Put it around
the retrieve.
wood such as lay
downs or docks and
work slowly. This is
a good technique for
rip rap.
I like to fish a
Fat Albert on an 1/8
oz. jig head around
bridges and rip rap.
Again just a slow up
and down motion.
I like to fish a
www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

10,000
Gun
Inventory!

140 S. Seminary St. • Galesburg, IL 61401

Phone 309-342-5800

www.simpsonltd.com • Hours: Tues. - Sat. 1-6

WANTED:
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Firearm
1 or 1,000!

Specializing in Jig Heads!
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(217) 864-3493

4165 Shaw Rd. • Lovington, IL 61957

www.reeveslureco.com

TOM’S BAIT SHOP
403 Walnut St. • Beardstown, IL 62618
Walking Distance from Beardstown Marina!

Live Bait • Tackle • Boating
Accessories
Local Fishing Information

(217) 323-BAIT
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Suspending jerk baits like Bass
Pro Shops’ XPS Suspending minnow
are probably the number one go to bait
as a rule across the country. You can
add weight to any jerk bait and get it to
suspend, you just have to play with each
one to get it right. I want it to sit still or
barely rise in the water column for best
results. I generally fish it on Bass Pro
Shops’ 8 to 10 lbs fluorocarbon line and
a medium to medium light rod. You want
a light tip rod like the Johnny Morris
6’8” medium action so you can twitch the
bait and it will stay in one area. Again the
bass don’t like to chase bass, this time
of the year and that is why this lure and
technique are so successful.
There are big fish to be caught in
February but you have to work at it. One
thing for sure is you have to use slow
down techniques, like slow repeated
casts and work cover like rocks, wood,
and docks. OK its quiz time. What are the
two words for the day? Yep - Safety and
SLOWDOWN.
Have a great fishing trip, for a good
tow vehicle visit www.hendrickcars.com.
and may God Bless you and our troops and
police.
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OUT OF MOUNT SPACE? NOT ANYMORE!
By Jace Bauserman

SNUGGLE YOUR MOUNTS TOGETHER, OR BETTER YET, STUFF ’EM IN A CORNER.
I love taxidermy — shoulder mounts, European, full body, you name it — and my Colorado home showcases it. My problem, as many
reading this can relate to, is space. I’m always looking
for more, trying to wedge another memory somewhere,
somehow.
Enter Full Range Hanging Systems. An excellent
way to display a pair of shoulder mounts, the Double
System caught my eye immediately. The system allows
you to pose a pair of mounts exactly how you want
them: snuggle them close together and pull them out
and away from the wall.
In addition to being a space saver, the system is a
breeze to use. Simply bolt the heavy-duty steel plaque
to the wall, mount the additional two plates to each
decoy, insert the hanging arms and you’re done. When
you’ve achieved the desired position, simply tighten a
pair of thumb screws to lock the mounts down.
New for 2018, and the product I will be dropping
some coin in the coming weeks, is the new-for-2018
Corner System. This system allows you to hang
shoulder mounts in, well, corners. Because the arm
pulls the mount away from the wall, corner space is
now mount-hanging space.
For more information, visit www.fullrangesystems.com.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

TITANIUM
SERIES

OPEN
HOUSE

The Classic Edge is the perfect
combination of performance and value

APRIL 13 & 14

• Easy to operate and easy to maintain
• EPA-Certified, clean-burning
• Stainless Steel Fire Box

Factory Reps will be present!
Refreshments!
15% Off In-Store Merchandise!

TREE HUGGER
WOOD FURNACES
309-368-0243

Aaron Skinner - Knoxville, IL
www.treehuggerwoodfurnaces.com
treehuggerwoodfurnaces@hotmail.com

(Friday & Saturday)

RV Sales, Service,
Parts & Accessories

1290 E. Jackson
E. Rt. 51 & 16
Pana, IL 62557
(217) 562-2909

GREAT SELECTION OF
PREOWNED INVENTORY

K-Z Travel Trailer - Spree,
Sportsmen & Sportster K-Z 5th
Wheels - Durango & Sportsmen
K-Z Toy Haulers, Venom &
Sportster 100 Rockwood Travel
Trailers,5th Wheels, Tent
Campers & Geo Pros
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female muskies in from all areas of the
lake and concentrate them in a small area
I call the Pig Pen. A pen of hungry muskies
eating, preparing to eat, or just finished
eating. You can sit on these areas for a
long time because the fish are moving in
or out of the schools. Every cast you make
has the potential of contacting a fresh fish
looking for an easy meal.
So, that explains the pen part of the
equation, and we all know what a Pig is,
a big fat pre-spawn muskie, the fish that
have haunted our dreams since the boats
have wintered.
We contacted a large school of shad
not far from the ramp. The ball looked
good but did not have the large arches
near it meaning the muskies were not

By Daniel Vinovich

there. Opting not to fire cast at any shad
balls until we contacted big fish near or
in them, we pushed on. Not far from the
last ball was another. This one was much
deeper with good arches on it.
We dropped in the Minn Kota and
started to launch baits at different angles
at the school. The wind had picked up, and
boat control was getting tough. Without a
follow or any hits, we moved on. The 3rd
school we contacted was tucked in on the
back side of a point so we could position
the boat out of the wind but still hit the
bait ball. Within seconds of our baits
hitting the water, we had a follow and
then another. Slow and deep they came,
one after another. No takers. They just
slipped back into the darkness without

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
unstrapping the boat. There was no one
in sight, so the open water was ours. The
Mercury sprang to life after a couple of
cranks and we were off with both of our
eyes glued to the electronics looking for
that exact area where the Pig Pen had
been set up for that day.
What is a pig pen you ask? Well, a
Pig Pen is a spot where the wind, water
temperature, and clarity have made the
conditions perfect for the large gizzard
shad schools to congregate. These large
schools of 6 to 8-inch shad are perfect
hunting grounds to bring the pre-spawn

111 N. East Lane • East Peoria, IL 61611
Email: stucker69@sbcglobal.net
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A call came in from a close buddy
saying the ramp was open. South winds
and a little rain had eating the ice off
the lake several days sooner than I had
expected. I had been caught with my pants
down, still changing the line on reels and
building leaders for the upcoming spring
ice out muskie season.
Most of my baits had been checked
and the hooks replaced and sharpened
with new split rings. I have learned that
the ice out season can come as early as
the first of February, so I always start
working on the season in January during
the long cold nights after returning home
from goose hunting. My buddy said he was
headed down after church. He wanted to
know if I wanted to climb in his boat.
The answer was a sound, “yes,” after
he explained there were still patches of
ice on the lake and my big glass Targa
would be of no use to us if we had to break
some ice. I had a couple hours to get a few
baits and rods ready before I had to meet
him at the ramp. The choices of baits were
easy, big rubber and big glide baits were
on the menu for this afternoon. I grabbed
a couple of newly re-lined Johnny Morris
wide spool reels and two 7’6’’ Bass Pro
Shops muskie angler rods. My choice of
leaders was 9’’ solid spring steel leaders
that I make myself along with a couple of
100 lb. fluorocarbon in case the water was
extremely clear. I grabbed one clear box
and started filling it with baits. Oh, crap.
I almost forgot the order I had gotten in
from Rollin and Helens Muskie Shop I had
received a few days prior.
There were a few new baits I was
wanting to give a toss. Time for launch
was nearing, so I grabbed my 100mph suit, put the liner in the jacket, toe
warmers in the boots, and tossed it all in
the Tundra. On my way to the ramp, the
truck was being moved around a little from
the strong southeast winds. With ramp in
sight, I thought to myself, “I hope he has
enough trolling motor to keep us fishing in
this wind.” I was not really thrilled about
spending the afternoon being spun around
the lake like a top on a table top, but in
the back of my head, I knew my buddy was
also a perfectionist and his equipment
would be up for the task at hand.
I turned down the road towards the
ramp and I could see he was already
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3.
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much interest in our baits.
The dark day was turning darker, and the cold was
freezing the water in the guides as the afternoon grew
later. My buddy knew of one last place he had contacted
large schools of shad the spring before, so we pulled the
electric and made for one last spot. As luck had it, the
shad were on the spot as well as the muskies. The wind
was perfect and blowing into a little cove. We were low
on battery power, so we set up upwind letting mother
nature move us along.
It was not long before I had a tap on the large plastic,
kind of like a light walleye hit, but firm. I reeled back and
set the hook. Immediately, the fish ran for deep water so
hard it spun the small aluminum boat around 90 degrees.
We were deep in the cove, so boat control was tough. The
fish ran hard, and I yelled, “get me the hell out of this cove
so I can fight the Bi…!”
Before he could make the hard turn, the fish was
gone. Damn. I never caught up to her. I don’t think I got the
hooks buried. The combination of wind, slack line, and a
bad choice of rod action cost me a fish. The 7’6’’ medium
heavy action rod had not been stiff enough to bury the
hooks in her tough jaw bone.
The ride back home was full of questions. I walked
in the door and immediately looked at the weather on my
laptop. The really cold stuff was not going to be back in the
area until tomorrow night. I ran back outside and plugged
in my Targa. The LED lights sprang to life like Christmas
tree lights on a cold December night. All systems were
charging. I went back in the house, removed the layers
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of clothing, and headed to my basement lair where I had
several new rods fresh in from Bass Pro Shops.
My eyes were straining in the dim light to make out
the small writing on the rods. Back upstairs, I bolted
for my cheaters, fumbling through the new rods until I
grabbed one that was a broomstick, 9‘ heavy action the
small print said. This rod was a piece of lumber and just
what the doctor had ordered. I unwrapped it and mounted
the Johnny Morris wide spool reel, and set to work making
a couple of leaders just a little longer, considering the size
of the fish and the slack line often encountered when
fishing rubber deep.
The rest of the night was spent tossing and turning,
reliving the previous day’s events. Was that fish still
there? If it wasn’t, were there bigger ones on the same
school of shad? I awoke twice and rechecked the weather,
reassuring myself there was a window that I could get my
boat in and have another go at it.
Around 9 am, the weather had finally gotten above
freezing. The boat was on the Tundra, and I was just
loading my thermos with hot coffee when the phone rang.
It was my buddy who had been in the office all morning
moving appointments trying to free up a couple of hours to
get back on the water. He had succeeded and was headed
to the ramp.
I was happy to hear this because the fish had been
in an area without much wiggle room and another hand
would be a great help if one of us hooked one of the pigs.
We watched my new Hummingbird big screen for signs of
life under the surface as we motored to our previous spot.

8955 West Dam Lane • Benton, IL

618-724-7651
RendLakeMarina.com
Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

BLOOMINGTON MEATS
LOWE SS230
Walk-thru

COME SEE US AT:
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
BOAT & FISHING
SHOW
FEB. 2-3-4, 2018
The Pavilion in Marion

Lowe offer good now
through March 31, 2018.

LOWE Stinger 175

309-828-9731

2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL
M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
Bennington
SX21 Tri-toon

309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!

The Pig Pen . . . continued
On the way, we were getting discouraged because
of the lack of life moving. We had not seen any
shad moving. Had last nights cold temps pushed
them back on the bottom? With 100 yards to go to
the spot I lost the fish, the new color screen lit up
with all of the colors of the rainbow. Whoo hoo!
The shad were here and so were the pigs. They
were still penned up at the mouth of the cove.
I immediately dropped in my Minn Kota and
turned on the front electronics. We both double
checked the split rings, drags and hooks before
lobbing our first cast into the bait ball. I was using
a knew bait, same style but new color. I had given
the bait I had hooked the fish on the day before to
my buddy. The shad were about 10 feet deeper than
yesterday, so we counted the baits down before
each retrieve.
About 10 minutes into the set, we had calmed
down and were working the baits at the proper
depths. I made a long cast out over the bow and
counted the baits down to 12 before I raised the
rod. I lifted the rod. There was no resistance from
the bait. I dropped the tip and reeled the slack up,
feeling weight, I reared back with everything I had,
hitting the immoveable object so hard I felt like I
broke a rib. The object I had hooked was solid. It did
not give an inch. Had I hooked a stump? Wait.
There it was, a hard head shake meaning the
new 4x hooks had found a soft spot. We immediately
went into a controlled frenzy. Fish on……Get the
net! I could not move her. She stayed deep. The
heavy action rod was bowed like the leaf spring
on a jacked up truck. I held on with everything I
had, backing off the drag ever so slightly. I was not
about to give her any slack this time. She stayed
deep, always heading nose down on her runs until
the heavy action of the rod made her level out.
Slowly, I worked the fish, keeping steady
pressure on her. It had been several minutes since
I hooked her, but she was showing signs of tiring.
Foot by foot, I recovered the line until she broke
the surface 10 feet out facing away from the boat.
I yelled, “she is not ready yet.” “Wait until she is
turned toward the boat.” “I want her face first into
the net.” “Don’t you miss this fish buddy!” The heavy
action of the rod forced her to turn and head our way.
Into the water the big Fraible net went as she
swam towards us head first into the net. “Holy sh..,”
I yelled, as she rolled in
the net still in the water.
All I could see of the big
bait was a small piece of
tail hanging out of her
mouth. “Damn, she ate
that one,” I exclaimed.
She remained calm
as I went to work on
removing the hooks from
her. Twice, she slammed
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Rancho Safari
CatQuiver® VII.5

Patent Pending

• Mini is detachable from pack.
• Dual water bottle holders.
• Internal lightweight frame.
• Bow & crossbow strap holders.
• Padded waist belt system with
3 pockets on each side.
• Compression straps and
D-rings for attaching
accessories.
Capacity: 2,200 cu. in.

her mouth shut sending the jaw spreader flying
almost out of the net. You cannot believe the power
these big fish have.
Hooks out, I struggled to hoist her out of the
water for a picture. We put her back into the water
quickly making sure she was good to go after such
a hard fight. Her large tail seemed to be waving
goodbye at us as she sunk back into the depths
she came from. She was a true giant, I never got a
girth measurement on her as the hook removal took
some time and I wanted no extra stress put on her.
A stare into two buddies’ eyes after an event
like that cannot be explained in words. It took
teamwork to land that fish. It was as much as a
victory for my buddy as it was for me. It will forever
be burned into my brain with the other memories
from the PIG PEN until the ice once again leaves the
lake and the hogs put on the feed bag!
I will, once again, be taking a limited number
of clients out looking for these big girls. If you want
a crack at one of them, you better call or e-mail me
soon as trips are limited. You can reach me at 309267-8309 by phone or by e-mail at trolling@mtco.
com. I will also be doing seminars at the Bass Pro
Shops in Bolingbrook, Illinois at the Spring Classic
in February. The dates are not yet available, but
you can go to the Bass Pro Shops’
Bolingbrook web page for dates
and times.
SEE ‘YA ON THE WATER!

Cat Prowlers

Cat Prowlers are great for covering hiking boots.
Eliminates 50% of noise from walking/stalking
or sitting in treestand.
Sizes available: 8-9 for size 8 boot, 10-11 for size 10 boot and larger.

MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR
FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!
To view more of Rancho Safari’s
products, scan this code to access
our website.

www.ranchosafari.com

760 789-2094

03012016
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25TH ANNUAL

Tinley Park
Fishing & Outdoor Show
FEBRUARY 10th AND 11th, 2018
180,000 Sq. Ft of Exhibit Space
Saturday & Sunday 9am - 5pm
Tinley Park High School
6111 W. 175th St. Tinley Park, IL

TinleyParkFishingShow.com
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King of the Crusaders by
Norm Kelly . . . continued
Within a few days our friend Bill was
the center of attention. His picture was
in one of the local newspapers spouting
his virtues and that week-end there was
to be a big rally in one of the rented halls
in Peoria with entertainment from a wellknown local band. It stunned Bill when
he learned the Mayor of Peoria would be
there along with a couple of well known
local pastors as speakers. Bill was fitted
with a new suit and a car was at his
disposal. His opponent had two rallies in
Peoria and sure enough huge crowds in
Peoria from the local ‘Prohibition Ladies’
happen to march around the streets that
surrounded the rented hall on his special
night. One newspaper praised Bill’s
opponent, but that would be the last time
anyone heard of him. It was a landslide
victory for unknown Bill Jones and off he
went to Springfield, Illinois.
Now I want you to think about what
happened to Bill Jones and just imagine
that this exact thing was happening in
every State in the Union. Every political

race that had any significance at all was
dealt with in the exact same manner.
Every Pastor that was the head of a church
that was Anti-Alcohol sponsored the
candidate in all the states and cities that
was backed by the ASL. Now believe it
or not there was a Prohibition Party in the
US, but Wheeler had no use for them and
certainly did not support any candidate
they put up to run. If you wanted the
support of the ASL then Wheeler and his
lieutenants had to contact, you… not
the other way around. Imagine now this
was going on in every state in the Union.
Sure, on occasion they lost, but believe
me it was rare. There was a special
and profound interest in governors, and
believe me they got a massive number
of them under their crooked wings, along
with judges, senators, representatives
and mayors of large cities.
THE PLAN ROLLS ON
I will tell you how Wheeler intended
to use all that political mass somewhere
down the line. What he needed next
was to do the exact thing on the Federal
level. He cranked up his religious power

machine and set out to capture every US
Senator, Congressman, Federal Judge,
and Attorney General that he could get
his hands on. Money was no object;
political persuasion was of no interest to
him. All he wanted to do, was to own
every politician that wore a suit and tie.
It was a massive plan, and it was directly
from God. How could he lose?
When the time came to pass the laws
that would dry up America, Wheeler had
all the votes he could possibly need.
By September of 1917 our distilleries
and breweries were shut down and
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by January 16, 1920 Prohibition was
the Law of the Land. You can thank
Wayne B. Wheeler for the crime, murder,
corruption, mayhem and loss of jobs that
followed. Wheeler died in 1927, and yet,
Prohibition continued until 1933; some
counties are dry to this very day.
Editor’s Note: Norm is a True
Crime Writer, Author and monthly
contributor to
ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS.
norman.kelly@sbcglobal.net

7th Annual

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 &
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2018
AT THE OTTO CENTER, ARTHUR, ILLINOIS

ADMISSION $5.00 FOR ADULTS WITH KIDS UNDER 12 FREE!

4-$100 CIOE Gift Cards to be given away
this year for Area Merchants
Held at: Otto Center • 2058 CR 1800 E, Arthur, IL • 1/2 mi. south of the 4-way stop

More info: 217-268-3820 • www.ArthurOutdoorExpo.com

Northwestern Ontario, Canada
Trophy Canada Fishing At Its Best!

CHECK US OUT - WE’RE #2!

Separation Lake on the lower portion of the English River System was ranked #2
of the 15 Hot Spots from 4 Providences. “Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.”
Finishing well ahead of all high dollar fly-in camps.
By Outdoor Canada Fishing/2005 Jake MacDonald.

Fishing & Hunting Lodge Packages:

Full American Plan, VIP Cottages, Light housekeeping, 12 campground sites
with private access to the water.

Moose, Deer, Bear, Grouse & Waterfowl Hunting Packages

SEPARATION LAKE LODGE
Box 499 • Carthage, IL 62321

Winter Phone: 217.357.3069 • Summer Phone: 807.224.4537

www.separationlake.com

MENTION THIS AD AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT!

Drive, boat or
fly in . . . it’s your
choice! Only lodge on
the lake! Excellent
fishing all season!
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GOOD GRACES!

By: David Herschelman
With nothing
but air between the
broadside bucks and
me standing, with
bow in hand, only twenty yards away, it
was fulfillment of a dream often imagined!
My season had been a nightmare up to
this point with everything going wrong
mostly the fault in equipment but failure
nonetheless. My fortunes have now
changed and the opportunity of a lifetime
was now before me!
Driving down the gravel road with
the sunrise light a reminder to get up
earlier to be on stand at first opportunity
burning in my gut, two black shapes
not sixty yards distant to my left were
instantly noticeable. The cornfield had
been recently shelled. The objects
could only be deer! Why no attention
to my close proximity? In an instant,
the realization of witnessing two bucks
locked in combat was confirmed! My
luck had now changed and two large
record buck ten pointers were handed to
me in this field!
Veering off the road and grabbing
my bow was instantaneous! The phone
was secured as well. Although still in my
Croc’s footwear, I did have a sweatshirt
on but the cold temperature was noticed
as I advanced toward the two pugilistic
animals. Many thoughts entered my
mind at this moment and I am positive
many thoughts were entering the minds
of the two giant bucks! They were only
sixty yards from the gravel road in a dry
open cornfield easily traversed with my
truck to secure my prizes.
Their eyes watched me in terror
as my approach closed the distance!
At twenty yards, they attempted to
evade by crabbing sideways although it
appeared a conscious evasive measure,
was it? A deer probably does not equate
my advance as their imminent demise
but their instinct was on full display to
either fight or flight both not available
to them now! Both appeared to be in
full health and no hint of exhaustion or
injury noticed. How long intertwined?
My guess was not long. Solid beams on
both, with tines in the ten plus length on

the upper end of their beams indicated
mature dominant animals. Both were
intent on proving it!
It was an epiphany moment! My dream
was to see such an event and take
advantage accordingly but now faced
with the actual reality of the situation,
I could not shoot the defenseless
creatures! My mind drifted to other
individuals who produce great whitetails
they have taken with less than sporting
measures. Surely, I would be able to reap
the notoriety of taking these two deer but
the decision was made to not do so, for I
must live with my decision! In fact, the
phone was never pulled from my pocket
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as to do so would have ruined a pure
moment in time. A camera would
have only spoiled this encounter!
A pickup truck was advancing
down the gravel road and pulled off
the road to park behind my vehicle
as I watched the locked antagonists
continue the fight. I yelled to the
occupant with the question. “What
do we do now?” He yelled back –“I
would not blame you if you did but
personally I could not!” I responded
with the same response. He said
he could get a reciprocating saw
if we could secure the animals. I
indicated these animals were still
very powerful, exhibiting no sign of
exhaustion. We must wait until they
are completely exhausted before
such a rescue could be attempted!

REDUCE • RECYCLE • REUSE
We offer our customers small town
personal service with the advantage
of competitive pricing, professional
grade equipment and the highest
quality products available in the
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals

PAYING TOP PRICES FOR:
OLD SHEET
IRON*

SCRAP
IRON

FARM
SCRAP

ALUMINUM
CANS

COPPER
& BRASS

CALL FOR
PRICING

* NO AUTOMOBILES
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Several minutes
passed as the Bucks
fought for their lives
when suddenly they
were free!
They
exited in opposite
directions for the
timber but before
disappearing both
stopped to look back
at either each other,
the two men standing
in the field, or both!
Both exhibited head
gear still intact and
with their strong
movement, appeared
to be in good health!
This
predicament
was now solved!
I
introduced
myself to the other
individual
whose
name was Phillip. He
was from Georgia,
hunting on a local
farmer’s land
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Todd Staley of Morton with this beautiful late-season buck taken on
December 30th in Fulton County.Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with
REMAX Traders Unlimited for sharing the photo. Call Mike at
309-687-5069 for all of your commercial needs.

KRAIG’S GUNS

HOFSTATTER MATERIAL SERVICES
FIREARMS SALES AND TRANSFERS • NEW-USED-TRADES
Black Dirt-White Rock-Sand-Mulch-Decorative RockGrass Seed-Fertilizer-Landscape Supplies- TruckingExcavating, Landscaping, Mowing,
Brush Clearing on Trails, Dams & Levies

Kraig Hofstatter- Owner
205 Center St. Metamora, IL

Located on the West Edge of Metamora

Email: hms@mtco.com

Office: 309-367-6000

SALES, SERVICE & STORAGE

WWW.HOFSTATTERMATERIALS.COM

RIVERSIDE MOTEL,
CABINS &
BEULAH’S
COUNTRY HOME

19159 State Highway 19 • Eminence, MO 65466

Crestliner Boats

Crest Pontoon Boats

Open Year Round • Free Wireless Internet (at Motel Office)
Horsehoe Holler Horse Camp, RV Sites, Stewart’s Landing, Floating,
Fishing,Tubing, Hunting, Horseback Riding, Hiking and Golf
Enjoy the Ozark Mountains with us.

25565 Zier Rd. • Lanark, IL 61046
Email us at millersport@hotmail.com

573-226-3291 • riverq@centurytel.net
www.riversidemotelonline.com

www.millerssport.com

815-493-6401
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ARCHERY DEER SEASON

Through Monday, January 8, Illinois archery deer hunters harvested a preliminary total of 56,648 deer, compared to 52,263 for the same period in 2016.
Total harvest to date has consisted of 45% does and 55% males (25657:30991). During the past 7 days, harvest sex ratios have been 59% female and 41% male.
The top five counties for preliminary archery harvest were Pike (1989), Fulton (1584), Jefferson (1337), Adams (1243), and Williamson (1134).
Preliminary archery deer harvest through Jan. 8

County
Adams
Alexander
Bond
Boone
Brown
Bureau
Calhoun
Carroll
Cass
Champaign
Christian
Clark
Clay
Clinton

2016
1182
157
328
114
806
621
611
533
524
287
414
755
513
314

2017
1243
188
337
124
837
644
646
546
574
353
464
793
511
384

Coles
Cook
Crawford
Cumberland
DeKalb
DeWitt
Douglas
Dupage
Edgar
Edwards
Effingham
Fayette
Ford
Franklin
Fulton

513
102
768
351
176
417
134
29
365
205
410
649
42
937
1464

634
111
878
446
146
474
182
36
407
218
415
737
49
969
1584

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS

Gallatin
Greene
Grundy
Hamilton
Hancock
Hardin
Henderson
Henry
Iroquois
Jackson
Jasper
Jefferson
Jersey
JoDaviess
Johnson

249
626
283
620
706
383
249
425
337
964
484
1202
457
963
614

272
784
300
648
766
431
251
462
335
1101
558
1337
468
1008
666

Kane
Kankakee
Kendall
Knox
Lake
LaSalle
Lawrence
Lee
Livingston
Logan
Macon
Macoupin
Madison
Marion
Marshall

246
274
161
835
260
682
465
402
185
242
399
836
707
866
331

285
253
169
890
313
644
475
383
207
287
453
1016
784
971
301

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURE

Computerized Diagnostics
Mechanical Repair
Welding • Trailer Repair
Boat & RV Winterizing
& Storage

309-965-2020

JEFF SCHROCK, OWNER

SchrockRepair.com

Family Owned Since 1974

1422 US Hwy 150 • PO Box 10
Goodfield, IL 61742

Paying Top Dollar for all Collectibles, Gold, Silver & Guns

Christopher Coin, Gun & Pawn, LLC.
LUKE CHRISTOPHER - OWNER
Christopher.coin.gun.pawn@gmail.com

333 Derby Street • Pekin, IL 61554

309-353-7522

WE SPECIALIZE IN RELOADING SUPPLIES!

309-925-5205

20237 State Rt. 9 • Pekin, IL 61554

www.wagenbachbuilders.com
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Mason
Massac
McDonough
McHenry
McLean
Menard
Mercer
Monroe
Montgomery
Morgan
Moultrie
Ogle
Peoria
Perry
Piatt
Pike
Pope
Pulaski
Putnam
Randolph
Richland
Rock Island

301
316
497
507
449
315
410
340
572
506
248
678
798
791
125
1995
801
217
233
976
374
634

362
324
532
496
488
379
501
394
624
558
347
580
865
800
169
1989
812
224
210
1063
419
685

Saline
Sangamon
Schuyler
Scott
Shelby
St. Clair
Stark
Stephenson
Tazewell
Union
Vermilion
Wabash
Warren
Washington
Wayne
White
Whiteside
Will
Williamson
Winnebago
Woodford
Total

438
648
835
195
634
511
109
468
465
737
735
193
241
458
811
492
475
690
957
447
467
52263

525
750
995
233
726
601
111
469
519
762
773
202
260
504
895
522
462
671
1134
448
517
56648

NEW FLY LURE

The Newest Innovation to Hit
the Fishing World in 75 Years!
Use the FLICK FLY® on a
fly rod or a spinning rod
TROLL IT
for
best results!
All g

ame

Nymph Style

Streamer Style

fish!

So, what’s this?
You guess! It
So you want big
was caught while Trophy smallie
crappie - troll a
trollig during Flick
caught while
Flick Fly
Fly® testing.
trolling a no. 1.0
Bobber Anne with
Trolling does it!
Flick Fly
a whiper caught on
streamer Flick Fly

sh!
gh fi

ou

All r

Young and old ladies find the Flick Fly when trolled, a
deadly lure when using on a spinning rod.

Check with your local sporting goods dealer or contact: For a FREE Brochure
call Toll Free:
1-877-623-2099
or
17910 87th St. • Becker, MN 55308 www.gapen.com

THE GAPEN CO.

Andy Miller with a nice 3lb bass caught through the ice.
Thanks to Trevor at Big Red’s Bait and Tackle for the great photo.
Stop by for bait at Big Red’s Bait and Tackle at 2193 Stevenson Dr.,
Springfield, IL, 217-679-1800

Charlie’s Cycle Supply
“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”

MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Over 35 Years Same Location!
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

Wet Fly Style
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309-995-3319

MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!
YOUR LOWE &
MERCURY
DEALER IS STILL
CLOSE BY, SERVING
ST. LOUIS WEST –
CENTRAL ILLINOIS!
2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408
EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians

Lowe RX1756

REBATES AVAILABLE ON
ALL LOWE BOATS!
Rebates available up to $1000!
“Lowe supports the Military:” Military
discount on all boat packages.
INSTANT REBATES
TILL 3/31/18
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WINTER
READS

All the fly gear sits in the corner,
waiting for warmer days to come. Sure,
there will be a few winter trips to maybe
a power plant lake or even a quick trip to
the Driftless region but when temperatures
are bitter the best thing to do is read about
fishing. Books about fishing adventures
or even titles that will prepare you for
upcoming trips are all great winter reads.
Here are a few of my favorites, many of
which you have probably heard of, some
maybe not, but they just might peak your
interest.
If you are going to read anything
about fly fishing, then the top man in
the class is John Gierach. He has put
out several books over the years and his
latest is “A fly Rod of Your Own”. And if
you want to catch him every month he
now writes a monthly column for Trout
Unlimited’s “Trout” magazine. He doesn’t
get real technical with his stuff but if
you want to see the adventure side of fly
fishing then his material will be for you.
Nick Lyons is another great fly fishing
writer and has several books out there
as well. A couple of my favorites are
“Full Creel” and “Spring Creek”. Jerry
Dennis is another great fishing writer
and “A Place on The Water” is one of my
favorites from this writer.
If you are looking at something more
technical, especially if you flyfish cold
water in our region of the Midwest then I
would suggest a couple of books. The first
would be ‘Flyfishing Midwestern Spring
Creeks – An Anglers Guide to Trouting the
Driftless Region” by Ross Mueller. This is
a great book on fishing these waters, fly
selection, and so on. If you can get your
hands on a copy of “Iowa Trout Streams”
by Jene Hughes then I suggest you do so.
Iowa has some great trout waters and
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Jene will lead you through them all. He
talks a little about each stream, how to
find them and once you get there how to
fish them, including the most popular flies.
I keep a copy of this book in my rig at all
times and find it to be a valuable source
when heading when heading to Northeast
Iowa.
How about a few books about fishing
writers or TV fishing host? Books about
their life and how they got started in the
fishing and TV industry. Some might not
know that Jerry McKinnis put out a book
about his life and how it all got started
for him. You remember him from the
“Fishin Hole”. A TV series that ran for
over forty years. His book, titled, “Bass
Fishing, Brown Dogs, and Curve Balls”
details his life and how it all got started
for him. Did you know that he actually
pitched in the minors for a few years?
He offers some great details on people
he has met and how it all came together
for a great career. The “Fishin Hole” was
and will always be one of the greatest TV
shows that has ever been produced. We
will never see anything like it again.
Harold Ensley is another great oldtime fishing show host. “A Sportsman
Friend” also ran for a number of years
and too was a great show. His book
“Winds of Chance” also details his life
and how things got started for him.
Last but not least and one of my fly
fishing heroes is Lefty Kreh. Another great
story of a man in the fishing industry. “My
Life Was This Big and Other True Fishing
Tales”. How he got started, fish that he
has caught and some of the big names
of folks he has fished with. A truly great
story.
So, while the winds blow, and
temperatures drop below zero, grab a
good book and let the cold winter days
slip by as you dream about warmer days
to come. There are tons of great books
out there and these are only a few of my
favorites. What are your favorites?
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Make Memories...Go Boating!

BOAT SHOW
MARCH
1,
2,
3
&
4
Thurs - Sat 10 am - 8 pm • Sun 11 am - 4 pm
VILLAGE SQUARE MALL
1910 S. Banker St., Effingham, IL

Serving Customers
for Over 44 Years!

712 E. Fayette Ave., Effingham, IL 62401

217.342.6344 • www.lsmboats.com
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This report represents some events
the OLE handled over the weeks of
Oct 16 - Oct 31, 2017; however, it
does not include all actions taken by
the Office of Law Enforcement.
Northwest Zone – Captain Laura
Petreikis District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis
(Counties: Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee,
Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson &
Whiteside)
CARROLL COUNTY
CPO Palumbo issued a citation and several
warnings to a Hillsdale man during the youth
waterfowl season. The man was operating a
motorboat on Pool 13 of the Mississippi River
with multiple passengers but did not possess
any personal flotation devices on board. His
duck boat also had an expired registration,
along with other infractions of the Boat
Registration and Safety Act.
LEE COUNTY
CPOs Palumbo and Teas conducted surveillance
on a group of waterfowl hunters from their
work boat on the Rock River. When the geese

began to fly, the hunters were observed taking
their limit over the course of the morning.
Two of them did not stop, and they were
observed attempting to take an over limit of
geese. CPOs Palumbo and Teas boated up to
the boat blind and conducted a compliance
check of the three LaSalle County hunters.
Citations and written warnings were issued
for unlawful attempt to take an over limit of
Canada geese, operation of a motorboat with
an insufficient number of wearable personal
flotation devices on board, possession of lead
shot while waterfowl hunting, and failure to
maintain separate bag limits.
OGLE COUNTY
While on patrol, CPO Teas located baited tree
stands and identified two of the hunters. He
also found additional baited sites. The hunters
had used molasses, sweet feed, mineral blocks,
and a feeder to bait their stands. During the
investigation, it was determined one of the
hunters had killed a deer on opening day of
archery season over bait and failed to tag or
check it in until the following day. Citations
were issued to both hunters for placing bait
and hunting deer by use/aid of bait. One hunter
was issued an additional citation for unlawful
take of deer. He was also issued warnings for
permit violations. The deer was seized, and it
was donated to the Illinois Sportsmen Against
Hunger program.
WHITESIDE COUNTY
CPO Palumbo was in the right place at the
right time. A Galt bow hunter was being
investigated in the field for an untagged buck
in the bed of a pickup truck. At the same time,
a TIP complaint came in for a deer being
unlawfully taken with a firearm at the same
location. This complaint was unfounded, but

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
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the bow hunter was in violation of failing to
tag the deer, deer hunting with no hunting
license and habitat stamp, and transportation
of an uncased compound bow. A citation was
issued, along with written warnings.
District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 3 (Counties:
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam
& Winnebago)
BOONE COUNTY
CPO Alt completed a court disposition regarding
an arrest of a Belvidere man for the unlawful
taking of white-tailed deer. The hunter
appeared in court and pled guilty to the charge.
He received $480 in total fines and costs. The
eightpoint white-tailed deer head/rack and
packaged venison was forwarded to Springfield
for disposition per Department policy.
BUREAU COUNTY
CPO Wagner, while checking hunters for youth
firearm season, was informed of an individual
trying to check in deer without valid permit.
After a short investigation, the individual was
written for unlawful take of white-tailed deer
without a valid permit and unlawful hunting of
white-tailed deer without a valid permit. The
deer was seized and taken to local processor.
The meat will be donated to the food pantry.
CPO Wagner, while checking waterfowl
hunters, cited an individual for hunting with
an unplugged shotgun. Another individual
was found to have revoked hunting privileges.
Because his privileges were revoked, he was
not supposed to be anywhere near or around
individuals engaged in wildlife activity. That
individual was arrested and issued a citation
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for violating the conditions of his revocation.
PUTNAM COUNTY
CPOs Finn and Wagner checked duck hunters
along the Illinois River during opening
weekend. They found two to be hunting
without a valid FOID card, two to be hunting
without a federal duck stamp, one hunting
without a valid hunting license, and one
hunting with an unplugged shotgun. Three
citations and several warnings were issued
throughout the day.
WINNEBAGO COUNTY
CPO Fraser received a call from Winnebago
County regarding a waterfowl hunting
complaint. The complainant stated their
house had been hit by shot from waterfowl
hunters on the Rock River. CPO Fraser and a
Deputy met the complainant, but they were
unable to locate any evidence or signs of
damage. CPO Fraser launched a boat in the
area and checked five waterfowl hunters, all
of which were over 200 yards from the home.
One waterfowl hunter was found to have an
unplugged shotgun, but no other violations
were discovered. The waterfowl hunters
were reminded of the minimum distance from
homes they were required to be, and they
were reminded that they were responsible
for every shot. The complainant was satisfied
with the outcome, and no other complaints
were received in the area.
District 7, Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties:
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall,
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell,
Warren & Woodford)
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Police . . . continued
FULTON COUNTY
CPO Thompson worked a complaint of
trespassing. After a short interview, a Canton
man was issued several written warnings for
trespassing on private property.
MCDONOUGH COUNTY
CPOs Thompson and Elliott investigated a
Bushnell man for the take of a white-tailed
buck. The CPOs received information the
buck was harvested and not immediately
tagged. After conducting an interview, the
CPOs uncovered additional violations which
included failure to report a harvest, unlawful
possession, and unlawful transportation of
an illegally taken deer. A citation was issued,
along and written warnings.
CPOs Thompson and Elliott investigated a
Macomb man regarding a buck he allegedly
harvested. Information was provided to the
CPOs alleging illegal activity surrounding
the harvest. After an interview, the CPOs
uncovered violations related to the past
harvest of two deer by the man. The violations
included failure to immediately tag a deer,
falsification of a harvest report, and unlawful
take of a deer without a valid permit. The CPOs
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received admissions to those violations and
issued a ticket and several warnings.
PEORIA COUNTY
CPO Gerard received a court disposition for
a court case. An individual pled guilty to
unlawfully killing a trumpeter swan. He was
ordered to pay $2,000 in fines and fees.
District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties: Adams,
Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, Jersey,
Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler)
District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone (Counties:
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard,
Morgan, Sangamon & Scott)
SANGAMON COUNTY
CPO Macias was checking deer hunting
activity and found a few early hunters.
Compliance checks were initiated, and all
hunters were found to be in compliance.
While checking three hunters, CPO Macias
noticed a few people fishing. Compliance
checks were initiated, and several individuals
were found to be without fishing licenses.
One citation was issued, along with several
written warnings.
CPO Macias responded to a hunting blind
that was suspected of being too close to a
dwelling. After finding the blind and using a
laser range finder, it was determined that the

stand was 108 yards away from the dwelling.
Although the distance was legal for archery
hunting, the hunter was told the dwelling is
home to several children; and the homeowner
had concerns about the safety of his children.
Northeast Zone – Captain Brett Scroggins
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties:
Kane, Lake & McHenry)
MCHENRY COUNTY
CPO Kelley found a baited tree stand and
waited for the hunter to return. When the
hunter returned to hunt the stand and replenish
his bait, he was issued a citation.
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties:
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will)
KANKAKEE COUNTY
CPO Farber received a complaint about several
gunshots within a hunting area at Kankakee
River State Park. CPO Farber located two
sportsmen, with firearms in hand, and hid in
an area of concealment to observe the hunters.
One of the hunters was wearing a blaze orange
vest, and the other was in full camo. The two
men appeared to be squirrel hunting. CPO
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Farber spoke with the hunters. After a short
interview, it was determined that the subjects
were, in fact, squirrel hunting. Squirrel
season closes at this site as soon as archery
deer season begins. The men were educated
about the site-specific rule, and appropriate
enforcement action was taken.
WILL COUNTY
CPOs Reid and Mooi conducted an
investigation and interview of an individual
suspected of unlawfully taking a buck. It was
determined the deer was harvested without
the proper license/permit. Enforcement action
was taken for the violations.
CPO Reid interviewed a subject who was
stopped by Sheriff’s Deputies for shooting
doves from his vehicle. The subject admitted
to driving around looking for doves on the
power lines and shooting them from the
window with an air rifle. Multiple citations
and warnings were issued for hunting with
the aid of a vehicle, shooting from a roadway,
hunting without permission, and unlawful take
of migratory doves.
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CPOs Reid and Honiotes responded to an
animal complaint with Will County Sheriff’s
Deputies in Homer Glen. A young buck had
wandered through the front gate of the city’s
water treatment plant and was now confined
inside the 12-foot barbed wire fences. Officers
used parked vehicles to create a funnel, and
corralled the deer. The deer was herded it
toward the open gate. With the Officers help,
the buck successfully escaped unharmed.
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford,
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean,
Piatt & Vermilion)
DEWITT COUNTY
CPO Wright was checking crappie fishermen
on Clinton Lake when one subject had four
crappie, and three of them were short of the
length limit. The Chicago man was given a
citation for the possession of short crappie.
CPOs Wright and Viverito are working a
poaching case involving six deer (possibly
more) and three turkeys. The case involves
eight individuals. Some of the complaints are
killing deer with no permits, not tagging deer,
trespassing to kill deer, and attempting to take
turkey with no permits.
CPOs Wright and Viverito, were patrolling Clinton
Lake when they came across a vehicle parked at
a common bow hunting location. CPO Viverito ran
the plates and cross referenced the registered
owner in the hunter database. The CPOs
uncovered numerous violations, not just on the
hunter, but also on several of his acquaintances.
An investigation is ongoing; but so far, three

illegally taken deer have been discovered.
MCLEAN COUNTY
CPO Graden cited an archery deer hunter for
unlawfully hunting white-tailed deer by use/
aid of bait. Sgt. Williamson and CPO Reeves
were called to Clinton Lake State Recreation
Area. Two hunters found an eight-point buck
that had been gut shot. After talking with the
hunters in the parking lot, Sgt. Williamson
contacted CPO Viverito about the two men.
CPO Viverito informed him that two men had
been in the area the day before looking for
a deer that they had shot the night before.
Sgt. Williamson went with the hunters to
the location of the eight-point buck. It was
determined that it had been there a couple of
days. He interviewed the hunters separately
and found that one of the hunters shot the
eight-point buck. That hunter failed to shoot
a doe first as required at this site. The Clinton
man was cited for the offense.
VERMILION COUNTY
CPO Cottrell received information of a deer
that was illegally taken at night from Kickapoo
State Recreation Area. CPO Cottrell contacted
the suspect and obtained a full confession. The
Danville man stated that he was traveling through
the park when he saw a doe near the roadway.
He drove past the deer and loaded his crossbow.
He then drove back to where the doe was located.
He shined and shot the deer out of the passenger
window. Several citations and written warnings
were issued. He has a mandatory court date at the
Vermilion County Courthouse.
South Zone – Captain Jim Mayes District
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11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds (Counties:
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas,
Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby)
CLARK COUNTY
CPO Mieure, while on patrol, came upon a truck
with a raccoon in a live trap that was visible in
the back of the truck. CPO Mieure conducted a
traffic stop and issued the Paris man a written
warning for no trapping license, no habitat
stamp, as well as warnings for an untagged
trapping device. Information was given to the
subject on how to acquire a nuisance animal
removal permit from the IDNR.
MOULTRIE COUNTY
CPO Moody cited an Arthur man on the Lake
Shelbyville Wildlife Management Area when
he found the subject parked in the roadway
at dark. The vehicle’s lights were off, and
there was an uncased crossbow sitting in the
passenger’s lap. The man received written
warnings as well.
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker (Counties: Bond,
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery,
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington)
MADISON COUNTY
CPO Liebl was contacted by a local police
officer regarding a deer complaint. The officer
had been called to the area due to a horrible
smell coming from a house in town. The officer
looked inside the garage and saw a whitetailed deer lying on the floor. There were no
tags visible on the deer, and the inside and
outside of the garage was swarming with
flies. The owner of the house arrived and said
that he had shot the buck on Friday, but when
he went to get help to drag it out, he could not
find it. On Sunday, he found the deer, tagged it,
and brought it home. It was now Wednesday,
and the deer was horribly decomposing. The
hunter said he tagged the deer, but never
registered it. The hunter was issued a citation
for failure to register the deer, and he was
given a warning for removing the permit
before registering the deer. The local officer
told the hunter he had to immediately remove
the deer and lawfully dispose of it due to the
stench throughout the neighborhood.
MONROE COUNTY
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CPO Schachner was having a conversation with
a grandfather and his grandson at a popular
local lake, when he observed another fisherman
walking away toward the far side of the lake
which was forested. The subject’s body language
conveyed he did not wish to meet the CPO. CPO
Schachner quickly drove his squad around to
the far side of the lake. The fisherman reached
the trees first and immediately disappeared
into the brush. After a short search, he found
the subject hiding in the timber. The subject
was cited for no fishing license. He was also
issued written warnings for fleeing/eluding and
expired vehicle registration.
RANDOLPH COUNTY
CPO Sievers was stopped along a road that he
has received complaints about people hunting
from the road. He observed a truck drive by
and shine a light into the field. CPO Sievers
stopped the vehicle. The male driver admitted
that he had shined the light into the field to look
for deer so he could show them to his wife and
daughter. An uncased crossbow was behind
the driver’s seat, and the vehicle’s registration
had expired in March. The driver was issued a
citation and two written warnings.
CPO Sievers issued a written warning to a new
outfitter who did not have a valid deer turkey
outfitter permit.
WASHINGTON COUNTY
Shortly after dark, CPO Schachner received a
complaint call of a vehicle parked on a rural
road adjacent to a large tract of timber. The
complainant/landowner stated no one had
permission to hunt the timber; and about
an hour earlier, the same truck was slowly
traveling the road in a manner consistent with
someone “road-hunting.” The vehicle departed
before CPO Schachner arrived, so he traveled
to the residence of the owner of the truck. The
owner’s story for why the vehicle was parked
there was very suspect, so CPO Schachner
returned to the location where it was parked.
After an intensive three-hour search of the
timber in the dark, CPO Schachner located a
partially full beer can, cigarette butt, a very
fresh blood trail, and a crossbow bolt. The
evidence revealed the subject shot a deer from
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Police . . . continued
the roadway with a crossbow. He then pursued
it into the timber. A second visit with the
subject that night revealed this was, in fact,
the case. The subject’s crossbow was seized,
and he was cited for taking deer with the aid
of a vehicle, shooting a bow and arrow device
from the roadway, transporting an uncased
crossbow, and hunting without permission.
District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens (Counties:
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin,
Jefferson, Pope, Saline, White)
JEFFERSON COUNTY
After a lengthy investigation, CPO Jourdan
arrested two men for timber violations. The
original complaint from a landowner was
received in April, 2017. The landowner alleged
that he was not paid in full by the two timber
buyers. The timber buyers were arrested in
October, 2017 for felony failure to pay the
landowner for timber in excess of $10,000.
Other violations discovered in the investigation
led to 20 other violations for which the men
must appear in court. The charges occurred
in seven counties and include failure to pay
landowner for timber, failure to pay the 4%
harvest fees, failure to file harvest fee report
forms, and failure to have timber buyer records.
CPO Jourdan arrested an archery deer hunter
for hunting over a pile of corn.
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POPE COUNTY
CPO Johnson received a complaint of a deer
being poached near Golconda. CPO Johnson
spoke with a witness who observed a white
Ford truck slowly going down the road with
an occupant in the bed. The truck slowed
down, and a deer was shot from the roadway
with a crossbow. The investigation led to the
CPO identifying a juvenile with a white Ford
truck. The CPO arranged an interview with the
two juveniles and their parents. The juveniles
confessed to driving down the roadway at
night and putting the truck headlights on a
deer. They also stated that the deer was shot
with a crossbow from the bed of the truck.
The CPO spoke at length to the juveniles about
choices and their consequences. The CPO
also discussed the satisfaction and pride from
legally harvesting an animal. The juveniles
were very remorseful for the act and became
very emotional. The CPO issued 10 written
warnings and two citations for the unlawful
take of the deer. Arrangements will be made to
have the juveniles do community service to pay
the fine. This service, offered in Pope County,
takes the financial burden off the parents and
holds the juveniles more accountable.
WHITE COUNTY
CPO Johnson concluded an ongoing open
source investigation. The investigation took
eight months to complete, and eight individuals
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were cited with 16 citations and eight written
warnings. Written warnings were issued for:
possession of a nine-point deer; five separate
cases of transfer of permit; unlawful take of a
deer; and unlawful take of a deer in Gallatin
County. Citations were issued for: unlawful
possession of a nine-point deer; unlawful take
of a nine point deer; unlawful use of another
permit; no valid permit; hunting without a
license; unlawful take of a nine point deer;
unlawful take of deer accessory; unlawful
attempt to take deer; no valid deer permit;
unlawful take of an eight-point deer; unlawful
take of a nine point deer; hunting without a
valid permit; unlawful take of an eight point
deer; unlawful take of an antlered deer during
closed season in Gallatin County; no valid deer
permit; and unlawful take of a 10-point deer.
District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt (Counties:
Clay, Crawford, Edwards, Effingham,
Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, Marion,
Richland, Wabash & Wayne)
FAYETTE COUNTY
CPO Compton charged the owner of Base
Camp Leasing with two counts of unlawful
outfitting in Illinois without an outfitter permit.
The owner is an Indiana resident. All hunters
hunting on Base Camp leased properties
within Illinois are subject to charges. These
charges were from 2016 and 2017.

JASPER COUNTY
CPO Smith responded to a complaint of dogs
chasing and harassing white-tailed deer. This
is an ongoing complaint where other CPOs in
the District have confronted this individual. A
hunter’s trail camera had taken a picture of the
individual’s dogs several days after he was
cited for the same offense.
RICHLAND COUNTY
CPO Buhnerkempe completed an investigation
of a hunter who shot a large buck with his
son’s shotgun during the youth firearm deer
season. CPO Buhnerkempe interviewed the
hunter, and he admitted to shooting the deer
with his son’s firearm because his son was
unable to get a shot at it. The hunter was cited
for his violations, and the deer was seized.
District 16 – Sgt. K. Taylor (Counties:
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, Perry,
Pulaski, Union & Williamson)
JACKSON COUNTY
CPO Lewis investigated the harvest reporting
records of a group of New Jersey bow hunters.
The investigation resulted in a total of five
citations. The violations discovered during the
investigation were for allowing youth hunters
to hunt during the youth deer season without
a license, failure to report deer harvests as
required, and hunting deer without a habitat
stamp.
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Chain Reaction with Kirby Schupp
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to purchase is important.
If a gun seller took a
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010 • 636-282-4379 broken or unsafe gun in trade
or made an unfortunate
theshotgunshop@hotmail.com • TheShotgunShop.net
choice to purchase, the
13 years published in ASO Magazine!
“trash” should not be passed
along to an unsuspecting
customer. Since the least
likely problem in such a case
would be a disappointed
shooter,
considering
the possibility of being
responsible for a personal injury should
Purchasing firearms can be
prevalent, only the main difference
help many sellers realize that a loss beats
compared to purchasing vehicles. Having
being that the gun is put through proper
a lawsuit. The buyer should consider the
experience is always helpful, but the fact
dealer transfer protocol. New guns will
inspection fee for examining any used
is not everyone can be familiar with the
have the normal factory warranty, but
gun of considerable value as inexpensive
variety of different problems that can be
used gun purchases may only come with
insurance that can reduce the possibility
present (and certainly not in all models)
a limited return privilege, and I would
of possessing a stinker.
since many of them may not be readily
not recommend any purchase without
I recently had a customer’s relative
apparent. A trusted mechanic inspecting
the ability to return, and this should be
call about having a shotgun shipped for
a potential vehicle purchase is a typical
especially noted if the condition does not
transfer, and I mentioned the possibility
match the stated description. Allowing
recommendation and can mean the
of having me also do a comprehensive
no returns stated by a seller is not some
difference between good service life
inspection. He was mainly concerned
way to get a pass for fraud. Any obvious
and continual breakdowns. A trusted and
that doing so wouldn’t add a large cost
defects in safety or usability should
experienced gunsmith can provide similar
in addition to the transfer fee, so I did
be prominently stated, and sometimes
peace of mind for a firearm acquisition.
reassure him that if I spotted any serious
should be reason enough to not proceed
The Internet has been an ever-increasing
defects quickly, then there would not be
with a sale from the viewpoint of both
marketplace for all sorts of shopping
a need to further condemn a gun already
parties. Asking pertinent questions prior
with firearm purchases being ever more

IDENTIFY PROBLEMS
TO AVOID OWNERSHIP

warranting return.
Buying “used” shouldn’t be a reason
to nitpick, since a used car (for example)
may have tires that are well-worn,
paint a bit faded, and be near time for
tuning and other general maintenance.
A used gun is no different, since it may
not have been professionally cleaned
and serviced and may contain worn
parts and show external deterioration.
Parts that are necessary to allow
proper function, though, should not be
considered as acceptable if worn to the
point of imminent failure or are obviously
defective. A car with faded paint is one
thing, but an engine rod knock is a bit
over the line, since after all, it may not
remain in one piece past tomorrow.
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The first picture shows the set-up to
measure a problem that I noticed on the
shotgun earlier referenced: a loose barrel
lockup, up and down play easily felt by
hand. That problem is more serious than
an engine rod knock, and the gun must
have developed the play from relatively
little use since the other surfaces didn’t
show the wear usually noticed with a
large number of rounds fired.
The next 3 pictures combined are
a composite comparison of the visible
play measured as approximately .005”
on the indicator dial, and you can see the
difference in the barrel-to-frame line. Left
and right are with the barrel up, and the
center is with the barrel held closed. This
should not be fired without repair since
the play greatly increases firing stresses
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by severe pounding on the parts from
the shock of firing. The wear surfaces all
need substantial (and fairly expensive)
work to correct this deterioration.
These are the heavily chewed
edges of the barrel locking lugs,
with considerable surface reduction
estimated at nearly half of original face
contact scraped away by the locking
bolt for the left side, probably 40%
for the right lug. This is the surface
that must absorb the pressure trying
to force open the barrels during firing,
and with less remaining surface, stress
is concentrated in the greatly reduced
remainder.

Another problem that was spotted
immediately was a pronounced play in the
forearm latch mechanism that measured
about 1/32” at the barrel slot end of the
wood, seen in this next picture.
A close comparison shows the
difference of measured vertical play next

to the forend held against the metal. This
situation is not serious but does show the
general lack of precision fitting done on
the mechanism. If this had been the only
problem, I might have recommended that
the gun was worth fixing, but such was
not the case.
Other minor and major problems that
were outwardly visible had convinced me
that the seller had not done any close
inspection of this shotgun, and since it
was not represented as a “fixer-upper”,
there was no question of being able to
make a case of misrepresentation. The
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formerly intended owner of this gun
was grateful that he wasn’t stuck with a
lemon.
I would like this comparative
examination to be a helpful reference for
readers having decided on a substantial
purchase. A professional can verify
that no serious conditions are present,
and may be able to notice minor
inconveniences that can be remedied
before becoming anything major. Firearm
longevity doesn’t have to be an accident.

VIDEO GAMING

Full Service Restaurant Serving Steaks, Seafood & More!
Tues.-Sat. • Lunch 11-2 • Dinner 5-9
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Thurs: All-You-Can-Eat Walleye • Fri. & Sat.: Roasted Prime Rib
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OPEN 7 DAYS!
Tutt’s is a complete supply
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MILLE LACS LAKE
27358 State Highway 18
Garrison, MN 56450
320-692-4341
Fish@TuttsBait.com
www.TuttsBait.com
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JOHNNY MORRIS’ WONDERS OF WILDLIFE NATIONAL
MUSEUM AND AQUARIUM VOTED “AMERICA’S
NUMBER ONE BEST NEW ATTRACTION”
New not-for-profit conservation
attraction earns major national
recognition from USA TODAY
Springfield, MO. – Johnny Morris’
Wonders of Wildlife National Museum
and Aquarium, the largest, most immersive
fish and wildlife attraction in the world,
has been voted as America’s Best New
Attraction. Individuals across the country
made their voices heard by voting in the
national contest, propelling Wonders of
Wildlife to the top of the list and bringing
national recognition to the Ozarks.
Nearly ten years in the making and
unprecedented in scale and scope,
Wonders of Wildlife is the most
important natural history museum
to open in America in more than a
century. Larger than the Smithsonian
Museum of Natural History, the notfor-profit
conservation
attraction

serves as an inspirational tribute to the
adventurers, explorers, outdoorsmen and
conservationists who helped discover,
develop and preserve the nation we love.
The Museum is located in the heartland
of America where half of the nation’s
population lives within a day’s drive.
“We are honored that Wonders
of Wildlife has been voted America’s
Number One Best New Attraction,”
said Bass Pro Shops founder Johnny
Morris, noted conservationist and
visionary behind Wonders of Wildlife.
“This recognition is a tribute to hunters,
anglers and conservationists everywhere
whose significant contributions have
been protecting our nation’s fish and
wildlife for generations. We are deeply
grateful to all of the remarkably talented
artists, craftsmen and women, leading
conservation organizations, biologists and
other supporters who contributed to the

creation of this facility, and to each and
every person that voted – thank you!”
Wonders of Wildlife was nominated
for USA TODAY’s 2017 Best New
Attraction contest by a panel of nationally
respected travel experts as part of the
Reader’s Choice Awards. Americans were
invited to cast their vote every day to
determine a winner. According to contest
officials, Wonders of Wildlife received
more votes than any other nominee in any
category the publication held in 2017.
Historic Grand Opening
The Museum celebrated its historic grand
opening in September 2017 by hosting the
most significant gathering of prominent
North American conservation leaders
ever assembled along with dignitaries
and celebrities including President George
W. Bush, President Jimmy Carter, U.S.
Secretary of Interior Ryan Zinke, Mark

Wahlberg, Kevin Costner, Dale Earnhardt,
Jr., Tony Stewart, Martin Truex Jr., Richard
Childress, Austin Dillon, Ty Dillon, Chris
Janson, Luke Bryan, Dierks Bentley, Tracy
Byrd, Craig Morgan, Easton Corbin, John
Anderson and many others with special
appearances by President George H.W.
Bush and Kid Rock.
Support from prominent conservation
leaders
“In the days ahead, conservation
faces many challenges. The Wonders of
Wildlife National Museum and Aquarium
is the hub that allows us to address

UPCOMING CONCEALED
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FEB 24 & 25 • MARCH 24 & 25
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these challenges by bringing together our
conservation community and the pubic
to learn and appreciate our wonderful
natural resources.”
Becky Humphries, CEO
National Wild Turkey Federation
“Johnny’s spectacular Wonders of
Wildlife National Museum and Aquarium
in Springfield is designed to introduce
millions of families to the full diversity of
wildlife with which we are blessed. Simply
put, Wonders of Wildlife is the most
important facility in America promoting
the future of fish and wildlife”
Collin O’Mara, CEO
National Wildlife Federation
“In today’s world, hunters, anglers, and
conservationists are often misrepresented,
and Wonders of Wildlife is the single-handed
greatest effort that can change the narrative.
John L. Morris is a conservation icon and
my personal hero for all he has done, and
continues to do for all of God’s creations.”
Dale Hall, CEO
Ducks Unlimited
“I applaud Wonders of Wildlife Museum
and Aquarium, the most significant natural
history museum in modern times…Safari

Club International recognizes the critical
need for places like Wonders of Wildlife
to relay to the world the importance of
humanity’s hunting culture and how hunters,
using science-based sustainable resource
conservation efforts, can help assure healthy
wildlife populations forever.”
Paul Babaz, President
Safari Club International
“Wonders of Wildlife underscores the
possibilities of what we can achieve in
conservation by working together.”
Glenn Olson, Chair of Bird Conservation
National Audubon Society
About Johnny Morris’ Wonders of
Wildlife National Museum and Aquarium
Johnny Morris’ Wonders of Wildlife
National Museum and Aquarium consists
of an all-new 1.5-million-gallon Aquarium
Adventure showcasing 35,000 live fish,
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and
birds, and immersive Wildlife Galleries
that bring visitors eye-to-eye with the
greatest collection of record-setting game
animals ever assembled. Created by
noted conservationist and Bass Pro Shops
founder/CEO Johnny Morris, the 350,000square-foot
experience
celebrates

62nd Annual BOAT SHOW
Saturday & Sunday March 10-11

We have a fine selection of new & quality pre-owned boats!

Heated Showroom • Financing Available

www.greatlakesboatco.com
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people who hunt, fish, and act
as stewards of the land and
water. Located next to Bass Pro
Shops National Headquarters in
Springfield, Missouri the campus
is a centerpiece of America’s
Conservation Capital in Missouri’s
Ozark Mountains.
For more information, visit
www.wondersofwildlife.org.
About USA TODAY
USA TODAY is a multi-platform
news and information media
company. Founded in 1982, USA
TODAY’s mission is to serve as a
forum for better understanding and
unity to help make the USA truly
one nation. Through its unique
visual storytelling, USA TODAY
delivers high-quality and engaging
content across print, digital, social
and video platforms. An innovator of
news and information, USA TODAY
reflects the pulse of the nation and
serves as the host of the American
conversation – today, tomorrow and
for decades to follow. USA TODAY,
the nation’s number one newspaper
in print circulation with an average
of more than 1.6 million daily, and
USATODAY.com, an award-winning
newspaper website launched in
1995, reach a combined 6.6 million
readers daily. USA TODAY is a
leader in mobile applications with
more than 16 million downloads
on mobile devices. USA TODAY is
owned by Gannett Co., Inc. (NYSE:
GCI).

Like us on FACEBOOK

Eagle Creek Carving Company
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FOR SALE
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Mighty Mealys - 500 - $10.00
Great for trout. 2X large size
Waxworms - 500 - $14.00
Creamy white. 3/4” long
Superworms - 500 - $15.00
1-1/2” to 2” long.

Redworms - 100 - $7.00
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50 large mealworms, 50 mighty mealys,
50 waxworms & 50 superworms

* prices do not include shipping
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Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American Express
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ICE FISHING: WHEN TO
STAY PUT AND WHEN TO GO
By Nathaniel Myson

STAYING PUT MAY RESULT IN A DAY
SPENT JUST OUT OF THE FISH’S
RANGE. GO MOBILE AND YOU MIGHT
LEAVE JUST BEFORE THE FISH ARRIVE.
If you’re an ice-fisherman, you’ve
almost certainly debated this question: Sit
tight and wait for the fish to come to you or
pick up and start drilling holes to go to the
fish? Staying put may result in a day spent
just out of the fish’s range. Go mobile and
you might leave just before the fish arrive.
If this indecision is bugging you, here
are a couple guys who know a thing about
staying or going, and their advice can help
you make better fishing decisions on the ice.
Each approach offers advantages
and disadvantages, and each situation is
different, so there is no set answer that fits
every fishing occasion. Lindy pro staffers
and ice-fishing experts Jeff Sundin and Jon
Thelen spend quite a few days using both
approaches, and experience taught them
the factors to consider. With that in mind,

we asked Sundin about the situations that
call for a more stationary approach, and
Thelen about the conditions that prompt
him to split.
SUNDIN ON STAYING PUT
When Sundin expects the fish to be
somewhat inactive — often during a cold
front or just after a front plows through,
he likes to pick a high-percentage spot
and stay put, concentrating on coaxing the
fish into biting. That’s contradictory to the
strategy some anglers employ.
“During periods when fish become
less active, an angler’s intuition to try
to locate active fish may turn out to be
counter-productive,” Sundin said. “At
times like these, finesse fishing over a
known school of fish may seem slower,
but actually results in a greater catch.”
For Sundin, who spends many days
on the ice and gathers daily fishing reports
from a host of fellow anglers, his approach

often means fishing a spot
that a school of fish has
been using on an insect-rich
mud or marl flat. It also can
mean setting up on a funnel
area such as a channel or
trough between reefs or deep
points, or over a distinctive
structural feature such as a
rock bar on a sandy flat or a
corner along a reef.
Sundin spends added
time studying maps when he plans
to employ a stationary approach, and
often his starting point is a specific GPS
waypoint where fish have been feeding
or where something about the bottom
contour or make-up suggests that it should
be a fish-concentration point.
Once in position, Sundin normally
opts for a two-rod approach. He fishes
aggressively with one rod, using a Lindy
360 Jig or Rattl’N Flyer Spoon to call fish
from around him. Because he normally
employs a stationary approach when fish
are less apt to be active, Sundin’s second
rod typically is rigged either with a slip
float for dead sticking or used to work a
jig softly.
“Baits like the Frostee Jig, Slick Jig
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or Foo Flyer can trigger strikes from fish
that might be scared away by the more
aggressive search baits,” he said.
It’s worth noting that choosing a
stationary approach does not mean
going “all or nothing” on a single spot.
Sundin selects his starting spot carefully
and gives the fish time to arrive and to
respond to his presentations, but he is not
unwilling to move.
“If your educated guess doesn’t pan
out and your sonar provides little or no
evidence of fish movement in the area,
then its time for a move to your next best
guess,” he said.
THELEN ON GOING MOBILE
During mid-winter when walleyes and
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other gamefish spend more time roaming
vast main-basin areas than holding on
defined structure, Jon Thelen often uses
a mobile approach, especially when the
weather is mild and somewhat stable. Mild
weather lends itself to fishermen working
the open ice as opposed to holding tight
inside a shelter, and the same conditions
tend to make fish more active.
“When you have stable conditions,
those fish are active and moving, and
often you need to be moving to keep up
with them.” Thelen said. “Consider why
they move. A fish doesn’t roam around for
fun or to walk the dog. It’s either looking
for food or trying to avoid getting eaten,
and the ones we’re after are looking for
food. The fish that are moving are also the
fish that are the fish that are feeding.”
If Thelen is fishing a big mud flat, he’ll
begin by drilling a series of holes spaced
20- or 25-yards apart.
“I don’t like to drill a hole every at
10 yards because every hole you drill
has the potential to spook fish, and I
believe I cover a wider area than that with
searching lures.”
Once the holes are drilled, Thelen
returns to the first hole to begin fishing.
It’s had the most time to settle back to
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normal. Unlike many mobile anglers who
would then graph several holes and not
fish until they see fish, Thelen typically
gives every hole at least a few minutes,
having found there often are fish that are
outside the cone of his graph but close
enough to the hole that he can call them
near with something loud and aggressive
like a Lindy Darter, Rattl’N Flyer Spoon or
360 Jig.
“I’ll usually hit my knees beside a
hole, even if I don’t see anything initially,
and sometimes I’ll draw in a school of fish
that I’d have never found if I hadn’t gone
ahead and fished that hole,” he said.
Along with using lures and that make noise and vibration, Thelen
always pounds the bottom when he’s searching for fish on mud flats.
Pounding kicks up mud and suggests a minnow foraging on tiny aquatic
insects.
Thelen stays in a spot as long as fish hang around, but if they flee
he’ll gladly return to moving from hole to hole.
“Those fish are moving, so if you want to keep catching them, you
have to keep moving, too.”
A final practical advantage of the mobile approach is that you can
travel light. If it’s warmer than about 20 degrees and without much
wind, Thelen carries only his auger and a bucket that contains his
graph, three rigged rods, a couple of boxes of lures, a skimmer, some
minnows in a coffee can and a cup of waxworms or other larvae. If
it’s colder, he might use a small hand-pulled sled and add a portable
shelter to use as a warming house.
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BISON HUNT 2017

By Howard J. Heatherwick

On December 18, 2017 son Bill and
I, along with long time hunting pals Don
Huggins and John Irwin, traveled to
Cook Station Missouri’s High Adventure
Ranch to hunt bison and wild boar. High
Adventure is a “high fence” hunting
concession with 2000 acres of rolling
Ozark hills and lots of trees. I’d researched
places to hunt bison and other than
drawing an unlikely non-resident permit to
hunt the National Elk Refuge in Jackson
Hole Wyoming, some type of high fence
operation was my best bet. I checked out
several and ended up with High Adventure
based on calls to bison hunters that had
been there before. The two I contacted
were very complimentary of the ranch
with one bison hunter having made
several return trips. Both commented on
the great food, comfortable cabins and
what only High Adventure offered, which
was on site meat processing included in
the hunt cost. They provided three meals a
day and an experienced guide for my son
and me as well as a second guide for Don
and John. My goal was a bull bison while
my son and hunting partners were after
hogs, where there were many to observe
and eventually hunt.
I had a long standing “bucket list”
goal of shooting a bison with my great
grandfathers 1873 Springfield “trapdoor”
45.70 made in 1889. My great grandfather
served in the Civil War in the Illinois
100th infantry and afterwards was a post
commander of the GAR (Grand Army of the
Republic) where he likely got the rifle. The
union army did not move from muskets to
the 45.70 until after the Civil War. Many
consider 45.70 Springfield’s to be the
guns that truly “won the West”. Custer’s
men used them in 1876 at Little Big Horn.
The rifle was also used in the Spanish
American War in 1898.
My father said he had shot it once and
had a full box of factory Remington shells
made for the rifle he had given me along
with the rifle before he passed away. (The
box cost about $10 back then so they had
to be very old). I’d never shot the rifle until
two weeks before the hunt. I found out
the open Buffington sights were designed
for 200 yard and much farther shots. After
about 5 rounds I knew where it would be
at closer range. I was still concerned I
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Springfield’s they had seen. One wondered
why I would even want to shoot it in the
first place, and not just put it in a gun safe.
We loaded our gear into my Chevy
Crew cab early that Monday morning
along with several 120 cu” coolers and
a used 18 cu’ freezer bought for the trip.
I’d read where a bull bison can yield up to
500 pounds of meat, thus the freezer. We
made the drive to central Missouri in just
over 4 hours and found the ranch on the
winding tree lined roads in the rolling hills
of that part of the state. We unpacked and
had bison burgers for lunch then met our
guides. David was wonderful and in the
top group of professional hunter/guides
I have hunted with over many years out
West, in Canada as well in South Africa.

He first listened to what I wanted, which
was a nice trophy class bull that would
allow for a good shoulder mount and just
as important, the best possible tasting
meat.
My son and I drove the ranch on day
one in David’s pickup and he showed us
most all the many bison on the place.
Looking through our binoculars, he
pointed out pros and cons on several. We
ended up going back for the first one we
had seen. That bull was grazing about
100 yards away, the range I had practiced
at, but in setting up his camera my son
asked I wait to get a better video angle.
That’s when the bull knew something
was up and started to move South toward
the larger herd. We had to circle back to

SUPPORT THE ILLINOIS STATE RIFLE
ASSOCIATION POLITICAL VICTORY FUND
Howard with his Great Grandfather’s
Springfield 45.70 Rifle
might wound the bison. That is something
I never want to do both for the animal’s
sake as well as my own need for a quick
kill and the best possible tasting meat.
I must admit the first time I shot the rifle
I was concerned about how it would hold
up. I had two local gun shops check it
out. The experts in both establishments
confirmed it was one of the best-preserved
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get him to not join that group as I was
concerned I might not get a clean shot and
worst of all wound the animal. David had
commented as we started out that day,
earlier in the month he spent 10 hours
with another hunter chasing a wounded a
bull. That got me thinking (probably over
thinking) how I would fare. As it turned
out the bull joined up with seven other
bison and they grouped up as I’d read
happens when they feel threatened. The
shot now had become closer but much
more challenging. I saw my chance and
the 128-year old rifle roared and the bull
fell over! The rest of the herd started to
put their tails up and gather around him
when David jumped into action to push
the others away, so we could be sure
the bull was not going to get up. After
the celebratory photo opportunity David
went and got the camp’s JD tractor with
bucket into which the bull was loaded
for transport to the skinning barn where
a very heavy electric winch was used to
hoist the bull for processing. The guides
skillfully skinned the animal preserving
the hide for the shoulder mount I planned
to order from Scenic River Taxidermy,
another plus available at the ranch.
The next day my son was after a wild
boar and we saw several where David
again took time to share his thoughts on
each based on what he heard my son
was interested in taking. Bill’s goal was
a shoulder mount and skull along with
the best possible meat. We had a thrill
early on as my son coughed and woke
up a sleeping boar which ran right at us
at full speed while we were on a ranch
road with no nearby trees. I had a camera
and my son did not yet have a shell in
the chamber of his rifle. Lucky for us the
pig veered off just before we would have
been in trouble. Later my son made a nice
one shot at about 100 yards.
One of the reasons I selected High
Adventure was the full and experienced
meat processing. The guides skillfully
dressed and processed the buffalo and
three hogs shot by my son and two
buddies. The meat taken day one was
fully frozen and the hog my son shot on
day two was vacuum packaged and ready
for us to leave by 9:30 am the final day.
One “surprise” I found out about after
we had arrived was that all the game
animals on the ranch (except the hogs),
roamed freely all about including next to
the cabins and all around the dining room
across from the lake. Since I had elected
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to pull a trailer with our freezer and
coolers it was fair game for roaming elk to
inspect in the night. When we were ready
to leave I found out that an inquisitive bull
elk had horned the plastic license plate
bracket and broken the filament on a tail
light sometime the evening before we
left. We left the morning of day three with
a freezer and three large coolers full of
meat. The bison was fully frozen as were
the two hogs Don and John got.
Like many guests have said on the
camp’s web site, I too was very impressed
with camp cook Doretta for her expert
preparation of the game we got to sample
and enjoy at every meal. I learned a very
long time ago that the hunt is not only
about harvesting an animal, but instead
the total experience. To me that includes
the quality of the guides, the cabins,
meals along with having our own meat
processed quickly and cleanly. In my
opinion High Adventure rates 5 stars out
of 5 in all those categories. On top of
that the view was spectacular with elk
outside our cabin in the early morning
and again back in the evening where we
watched two nice bulls sparring in the
lake just across from the dining room the
final evening. When all is said and done,
the memory of a hunt using my great
grandfather’s 128-year-old rifle and being
with my son when that took place, is one
that will be hard to beat. Many thanks
to High Adventure Ranch and our guide
David for helping make that great memory.

Top: Bill and Howard
Heatherwick with
Howard’s bull bison
Right: Howard and
Bill Heatherwick
with Bill’s hog
Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk
Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
www.stonecreekhunting.com

6-YEAR

POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

ON COMPACT UTILITY TRACTORS
You can search from one end of Illinois
to the other. You will not – we repeat –
you will NOT find a 6-Year Powertrain
Warranty on a compact utility tractor
that equals the one that comes
standard with every John Deere
Compact Utility Tractor.

PETERSBURG • 18517 Kelly Street • 217-632-7767
HAVANA • 1105 State Route 97 • 309-543-6303

Sloans.com
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2018 GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOOR
SHOW MEDIA ADVISORY
General Information
•
Largest consumer sports and outdoor
show in the world.
• 650,000 square feet of indoor floor space.
• Nearly 200,000 attendees over nine days.
• Themed exhibitor halls for Archery, Boats,
Fishing, Hunting Outfitters, Outdoor
Products, RVs, and the Shooting Sports.
• More than 1,100 exhibitors in nine exhibit halls.
•
More than 400 outfitters and fishing
charter captains in attendance.
• 900,000 NRA members live within 300mile radius of Harrisburg.
• Events include the NRA Country Concert,
fundraising dinners, speaking events, archery
competitions, celebrity appearances, expert
seminars and demonstrations, and more.
• A more than $75 million economic impact
on the surrounding community.

Press Office
The Great American Outdoor Show Press
Office is located in room Exhibit B in the
Maclay Lobby of the Pennsylvania Farm
Show Complex.

Press Office/Credentials
Press Credentials for the Great American
Outdoor Show can be picked up in the Press
Office during regular show hours. The Great
American Outdoor Show Press Office is located
in room Exhibit B in the Maclay Lobby of the
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex. Once you
have secured credentials, please wear them
at all times while attending the show. Press
attending the show may use their company
credentials or NRA issued credentials to gain
access to and park in available spaces in the
Maclay Street parking lot.
Email NRAGOMedia@nrahq.org if you
would like to schedule an interview with
NRA Media Staff before, during, or after the
Great American Outdoor Show.

To request media credentials, please visit
https://www.greatamericanoutdoorshow.
org/media/, and complete and submit
the form. You will be contacted with
confirmation of your application if approved
for credentials. Please note due to resource
constraints, not all members of the media
will receive media credentials. Credentials
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can be picked up in the press office
beginning Feb. 3 during regular show hours.
Interviews
Please email NRAGOMedia@nrahq.org if
you would like to schedule an interview
with NRA Media Staff before/during/after
the Great American Outdoor Show.
Show Hours
February 3, 2018 (Saturday)
9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
February 4, 2018 (Sunday)
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
February 5 - 9, 2018 (Monday-Friday)
10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
February 10, 2018 (Saturday)
9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
February 11, 2018 (Sunday)
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Ticket Prices
**Tickets are now on sale at www.
greatamericanoutdoorshow.org**
Adult: $14.00, Child (6-12): $7.00, Children 5
and under: FREE with paid adult, Senior (65

or older): $12.00, 2-Day Pass: $24.00, Group
ticket: $12.00 (10 or more)
NOTE: Guests who join the NRA at the show
receive a FREE one-day admission to the
Great American Outdoor Show.
Social Media
Follow the Great American Outdoor Show on
social media! Visit us on Facebook at http://www.
facebook.com/greatamericanoutdoorshow/
and Twitter at www.twitter.com/NRA_GAOS.
Join the conversation! Share your coverage and
experience from the show using the hashtag
#GAOS2018.
Sponsors
The 2018 Great American Outdoor Show
is presented by MyOutdoorTV. This year’s
Associate sponsors are Cabela’s and Ram Truck.
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OPEN HOUSE MARCH 9 & 10
Fri. 8 am - 5pm • Sat. 8am - 2pm • Free Refreshments & Door Prizes!

WE STOCK A LARGE DISPLAY OF JON BOATS, BASS BOATS & PONTOONS!
700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520

CALL US: 309.647.3421
www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!
15% OFF MOST ACCESSORIES*
*Some Restrictions Apply.

SALES
&
SERVICE
Lowe ST175

Ranger 178

See us for Special Pricing on all Lowe Models

Lowe 1648
*

Free ion
ss
Admi

Special Show
Pricing On All
In Stock Boats

Fre
Park e
ing

Lowe SS210

Lowe Rebates up to $1500! Check out many other rebates & factory Incentives on Boats & Motors . . . Ask for Details!
FIND CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST SELECTION OF BOATS & MOTORS WITH A LARGE ACCESSORY DEPARTMENT!
SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.
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WILSON THE
SQUIRREL DOG

By John Simeone
I
suppose
people from
other states can’t imagine what its really
like to live in the back woods of Louisiana.
You may see a picture post card of just
how beautiful the swamp and bayou
scenes are and how much you would
like to visit it first hand. A visit yes, but
could you handle living here, that takes a
special resilient sort of individual. There
are good folks that live here, the kind you
like to make friends with, this coupled
with low lifes and just plain outlaws you
will find just as numerous.
If you walk back behind the safety
of a tree line, you better be ready for
anything, man or beast. The good folks
love God, Family, Dogs and Guns the
general requirements for existence in this
country. If you’re a dog you might wind up
with a good family or not. I figure the only
thing dogs ever did wrong was to make
man their best friend.
Wilson started out life in a broken
home, a gift to a little country girl that
took immediate affection to the little
Black pup. No one in the family really
knew what he was good for as the family
in this case were anything but outdoorsmen. We can only speculate they lived
about twenty miles up river, most likely
not in the upper middle class. Perhaps
the family broke up or there was some
abuse in the family, no one really knows;
but somehow the little dog we will come
to know as Wilson was let out on a lonely
cold bayou road to fend for himself.
If you don’t like the weather in
Louisiana, just wait about 30 minutes.
It can go from 30 to 80 degrees in the
span of 24 hours. We have dangerous
hail storms, tornadoes, floods and the
occasional devastating hurricane that
the people have to contend, for Wilson
who isn’t as big as a Beagle, the journey
only started with the weather. Freezing
rain pelted down as he walked down the
lonely dark road. The first encounter was
a fool driving fast down the narrow road,
with no regard for anything; maybe high or
drunk with unrealized suicidal tendencies.
This human narcotics incinerator saw the

little dog and in his dim witted idea of
fun actually swerved to hit him. Only the
quick reflexes of the Fiest breed saved
him as he plummeted down a high bank
near a rushing creek that was over the
road in places.
The bridge was a little higher but not
but not much. There are a lot of things
you can find under a remote bridge back
in there, it may be any sort of animal or
reptile including gators. Sometimes you
may even find some old homeless person
nobody cares about; yes there are a lot
of things you can find under a bridge in
the rain. Of course Wilson didn’t know he
was just looking for a dry place to rest
and get out of the cold rain. There is a
trues among animals when nature beats
down on all Gods creatures. Wilson was
not alone under that bridge, a mother wild
hog suckled her piglets, not seeing the
little dog as a threat, but Wilson never
the less kept his distance. Hours passed
in the night, the rain and the creek water
subsided still it was cold and Wilson
slept fitfully. Suddenly there was a low
growl at the other end of the bridge, a
huge Bobcat had caught the sent of the
young pigs and was investigating.
The little pigs scurried behind the old
Sow, she was up quickly, all 300 pounds
of her and no Bobcat could handle that.
She lunged one time as the Bobcat
changed his mind and made tracks.
Wilson did to in the other direction back
on the road and out of the area.
He was back up on the road now, it
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was still raining but not as hard, oh whats
that his nose told him, it smelled good. It
would seem the same road hog idiot had
thrown out about half of a Burger King to
go dinner right in the middle of the road.
To Wilson it was chow time; but he was
not alone.
As he approached the sack full
of goodies right in the middle of a bridge,
a nasty looking Possum had the same
idea. Wilson wasn’t a wild animal being
raised with people and other dogs he
didn’t know what he was facing. But the
Possum knew what he wanted and was
willing to fight for it. The problem was
Wilson was there first standing by the
sack of food, somehow the law of the
jungle was just realized. The Possum saw
this as an easy take, as he turned to the
side and let out an evil hiss.
Although this was the defensive
posture of a Possum, for a little dog bred
to be a hunter this was an opening. He
didn’t really understand himself, it was
instinctive and spontaneous, no fight
should be planned its too slow. Wilson
wasn’t slow, he darted in like a little Black
streak, grabbing the Possum by the scruff
of the neck and flung it with a snap in the
air, and right over the bridge. That put the
Possum in the creek and Wilson looking
triumphantly down as his antagonist now

swam to the other side of the creek. It
was not more of a thought other than a
meal of a partially eaten cheeseburger
and stale French fries but it was his prize.
A lesson learned for all time, the little
Black dog continued his journey.
Bob and Kim had lost their companion
pet dog of many years and time had not
passed enough to fully appreciate the
silent grief they both suffered at the loss
of a good dog. As the Sun slowly came up
Wilson saw something interesting. It was
a house a few yards back from the road
with something interesting waving in the
wind hanging from a pole from the from
porch of the little country home. Wilson
didn’t know what it was put it was eye

MAX’S

COINS & FIREARMS
“SEE THE ROUND MAN FOR A SQUARE DEAL!”
GOLD & SILVER IS AT AN ALL TIME HIGH...
TURN THAT OLD JEWELRY INTO CASH!
OPEN M-F 9-5 • SAT 9-2 or by Appointment

217-774-4748

141 E. Main Street • Shelbyville, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS • 20+ YEARS OF SERVICE EXPERIENCE
Service on most Outboards, Mercruiser Sterndrives • Minnows, Fishing Equipment & More in Stock!

2018 Tohatsu Motors are in!
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catching and colorful, all Red White and
Blue, so Wilson walked up to have a
closer look.
About that time Bob stepped out on
the porch with a morning cup of coffee,
and spotted the little black dog in the
yard. Wilson was still a little intrigued
with Old Glory but something else caught
his eye, it was a big Fox Squirrel on the
ground starring at him. Man, Dog and
Squirrel were frozen in time for about
three seconds, it was just one of those
hunter things I recon, Bob just blurted
out, “Get him dog!”
Once again the dog’s inbred instincts
came out and he went for the Squirrel like
a rifle of Wilson. The dog danced, yipped
barked and raised a little dust cloud
around the tree in emotional retaliation
against all the insults. Kim came out on
the porch to see what all the ruckus was
about, “What in the world is going on
here?” Looks like we have a new addition
to the family,” Bob said matter of factly,
I never saw a Squirrel Dog like that.
Kim said, a dog like that must belong to
someone around here. She was right that
this was a fine hunting dog but no one
claimed the little Black Dog and in time
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he became a real member of the family.
You have to meet Wilson to appreciate him.
When he is not terrorizing all the Squirrels in the yard
he pull double duty as an extremely affectionate lap
dog. Something you might not know about country
dogs is if they find something dead or ripe in the
woods they will roll and play in it. This makes them
feel important to other dogs, as you might not know.
This is the reason there is a big wash tub close by in
case Wilson wants to come in for the night.
Wilson seems to like everybody including me,
while every time I visit my friends, Wilson gives us
a Squirrel treeing demonstration. From the looks of
it the Squirrel likes the chase as much as the dog.
Sitting on the porch with my friends Bob and Wilson
I think things are right in the world again, of bad
times turning good....Pass it on.

BLUEGILL CAPITOL
OF WISCONSIN

25TH ANNUAL

2300 acre lake chain featuring
some of Wisconsin’s finest
fishing.Offer 1 to 3 Bedroom
fully Modern Cottages,Ample
dock space, fish cleaning station,
playground,Heated pool, Bar
and Grill,Famous Plate size
burgers, hand -crafted specialty
drinks, flavored wings,
And much more

email us at info@birchlakesresort.com

715-354-3880

Illinois State Fairgrounds • Richard Orr Building

Feb 23, 24 & 25, 2018

7 BOAT DEALERS:
• The Boat Dock, Springfield
• Eastside Marine, Springfield
• Lake Springfield Marina, Springfield
• Hank’s Boat Sales, Raymond
• Clinton Marine, Weldon
• Victory Lane Marine, Litchfield
• B & R Marine, Taylorville

Show hours:
Friday 2pm - 9pm
Saturday 10am - 7pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm
Admission:
Adults $5.00
Children
under 12 FREE

FREE PARKING!

www.birchlakesresort.com

217-341-1730 • TheBoatShowInSpringfield.com
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Welcome to the
ASO BIRD SECTION
CARDINAL

The Cardinal is probably one of the
most recognizable and popular backyard
birds because of its brilliant red color and
crested head. It is a great bird to admire
year-round. The color contrast of the brilliant
red against fresh white snow really is a
high point during the winter months. Early
settlers were said to have named this bird
after the Cardinals of the Catholic Church
who wore red robes.
Both sexes are accomplished songsters
and may be heard at any time of year.
Cardinals will mate for life and remain
together throughout the entire year. That’s
why you will usually see a male and female
together at your feeding station.
INTERESTING FACTS:
Family: Emberizidae
Scientific Name: Cardinalis
Location: They can be found across the

Authorized Dealer

eastern U.S. from lower Canada south to
the Gulf Coast and west to Arizona and
parts of Southern California. The Cardinal’s
range has expanded dramatically since 1886
when it was rarely seen north of the Ohio
River. Habitat is typically dense thickets
along fields, hedges, swamps, and parks
and gardens.
Nesting: A Cardinal’s nesting season lasts
from March to August. They usually raise 2-3
broods a year. The female builds a nest of
small twigs and grasses in a shrub or dense
bush. She lays about 3-4 white to greenish
eggs that average about one inch in length.
The female usually incubates the eggs, which
takes 12-13 days. However, after the eggs
hatch, the male tends to the chicks while the
female incubates her next brood. Young leave
the nest after 9-10 days. Male Cardinals
often feed the females while courting and
when they’re nesting.
Diet: About 90% of the Cardinal’s food
consists of weed seeds, grains, insects,

fruits, and sunflower seeds. They prefer
seeds that are easily husked. Cardinals are
less selective during winter in the colder
climates. Cardinals also drink maple sap
from holes made by sapsuckers
Size and Color: Cardinals range from 8 to
9 inches long, with a wingspread of 10-1/4
to 12 inches across. The adult male is bright
red with a black face and red bill. The adult
female is buff-brown with a red tinge to the
crest, wings, and tail. Like the male, the
face is black and the bill orange
Special Characteristics: Male and female
Cardinals both sing. Songs are loud, beautiful
whistled phrases. Some songs you may
hear sound like “whoit whoit whoit” and
“whacheer whacheer.” These songs are used
in forming territories and in courtship. Male
and female cardinals use “chirps” as contact
calls and alarms. They also have many visual
displays such as “tail-flicks” to signal alarm.
The crest may be raised and lowered. Strongly
territorial, males will fight other males, along

with their own reflection in windows!
Attracting: Create a dense hedge or
thicket around your backyard. Cardinals are
especially fond of roosting and nesting in
honeysuckle thickets. Provide open areas
with trees and berry producing shrubs such as
mulberry, blueberry, grape, and dogwood. At
feeding stations, they prefer unhulled blackoil sunflower seeds over all other foods. They
will also eat safflower, cracked corn, white
proso millet, bread, nutmeats and peanut
butter mixes. Offer a source of water for
drinking and bathing.
Life Span: Up to 15 years.

Doubet Seed Co.
Dusty Polhemus

Horse Feed - Pet Foods - Exotic Pet Food - Livestock Feeds - Bird Seed
Bedding - Hay - Straw - Special Order Feeds - Lawn & Garden

9701 W. Farmington Rd
Hanna City, IL 61536

PHONE: 309-565-4271

Pheasant, Quail
and Chukars
We Specialize in High
Quality Hunting in
Normal Field Conditions
Call to Book
Your Hunt Today

Office: 217-895-2677 • Cell: 217-246-7470
610 East 5th St. Neoga, IL 62447 • Exit 177 off I-57 to Neoga

BLACKTOP CONTRACTORS • FREE ESTIMATES

Snow Removal • Driveways • Parking Lots • Tennis Courts
Seal Coating • Mulch Firewood • Coal • Sand • Gravel • White Rock

BRIAN ROWDEN • DEREK VESTAL
225 N. Second St., Pekin, IL 61554

346-0564
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879 Bedford Road, Morris, IL 60450

2018 OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, February 17th & Sunday February 18th
9 AM - 5 PM
9 AM - 4 PM
Featuring Ranger Pros:

• Door Prizes
• Tackle Specials

MARK COURTS

BRENT EHRLER

JIM SARIC

Professional Walleye
Angler
Saturday & Sunday

Professional Bass
Angler
Saturday & Sunday

Hall of Fame Musky
Angler
Saturday Only

• Free Admission
• Free Parking
• Refreshments
• Seminars
• Boat Factory Promos
• Used Boat Specials
2018 Ranger Z519 Bass Boat

2018 Ranger RT188 Aluminum

2018 Ranger Reata 220C Pontoon

Visit us at www.bedford-sales.com

Email: bedfordsales@sbcglobal.net or call 815-942-1333
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THE RAINY RIVER OFFERS
EXCEPTIONAL STURGEON FISHING
By Jason Houser

fishing ended in 1940, and 1918 was the
last year that more than 10,000 fish were
harvested. That is a lot of fish. Also,
paper mills were dropping pulp in the
water which didn’t help out the fish at all.
But, in 1972 the Federal Clean Water
Act stopped the pollution from the paper
mills. Along with good science and an
increased public interest, the sturgeon
population was able to rebound without
restocking efforts.
In 1989, it was estimated that 18,000
sturgeons were swimming in Lake of the
Woods and the Rainy River that were
over 40-inches long. That number grew
to 59,000 in 2004, and the latest research
showed the number of 40-inch plus fish
was nearing 92,000.
Lake sturgeon begin to spawn
in late May or early June when the

Not many anglers get the opportunity
to fish for sturgeon. When the opportunity
presented itself to my wife and I, along
with my colleague Brandon Butler to fish
the Rainy River near Baudette, MN, we
jumped on the chance.
None of us had ever fished for
sturgeon before, so we were not entirely
sure what to expect. However, the days
leading up to our trip allowed us to talk
to friends who had previously had the
experience so we weren’t completely
blind going in.
Lake of the Woods and the Rainy
River are known for their world-class
walleye fishery. What many don’t know
is about the amazing sturgeon fishing
that is available. However, that is quickly
changing.
Over the last 15 to 20 years
more and more anglers have
traveled to Lake of the Woods
and the Rainy River to have the
chance at catching a giant Lake
Sturgeon. Approximately 4,000
sturgeon tags are sold annually.
It wasn’t that many years
ago that the sturgeon was
almost completely wiped out.
This was in large part because
of commercial fisherman taking
a million of these fish out of the
water per year. Commercial The Sportsman’s Lodge along with other lodges
in the area offers exceptional sturgeon fishing.

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.

You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

THE “CABIN”

Our bait was 2 or 3 night crawlers
balled up on a circle hook along
with an Emerald Shiner.

Lotte Houser was all smiles
with her sturgeon.
water temperatures reach 50-degrees.
Beginning in mid-May, the sturgeon
begins to move into their spawning
grounds. Females spawn once every four
years and the males every year.
Sturgeon can live to be over 100-years
old. A male sturgeon reaches maturity at
13 years of age and will be approximately
40-inches long at that age. A female
reaches maturity at 20 years and you

can expect a fish of this age to be about
52-inches long.
Our guide from the Sportsman’s
Lodge was more than knowledgeable on
the species, and it did not take long for
Brandon to land the first sturgeon. My
wife quickly followed, and eventually I
was able to put one in the boat.
Throughout the morning we landed
several sturgeons along with a few
walleyes. I don’t know of any angler
that will complain about tossing a few
walleyes in the cooler.
Our tactic was to anchor upstream
of a hole in the river, toss our bait out

2 LOCATIONS:
3711 Amber • Pinckneyville, IL
618-357-2711
477 Hwy 6 West • Oxford, MS
662-236-7773

Find Details & Pictures of Inventory at:

MooreBrothersAutoSales.com
WELCOME TO

THE BULLET TRAP!
Experience state-of-the-art
indoor recreational target shooting!

279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now
open for business. We carry a variety of
firearms and accessories. We also accept
guns on trade and consignment.

(217) 764-5678
The-bullettrap.com

The Bullet Trap is available for private
parties and special events.

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:

Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat
Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting
Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups
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and let it settle to the bottom, allow the
scent of the bait to move downstream to
the fish and wait. Sometimes the bite
would happen within seconds, other times
several minutes passed before we felt a
light tug on out bait.
Using circle hooks, there was no need
to set the hook. The fish basically hooked
itself, and all we needed to do was reel
the fish in.
Our bait was 2 or 3 night crawlers
balled up on a circle hook along with an
Emerald Shiner that is a natural baitfish in
the waters we were fishing.
Lake Sturgeon fishing has some dates
you need to be aware of. For the 2017
season it began April 24th and ran through
May 7th. Anglers are allowed to keep one
fish per calendar year, fish must be 4550” inclusive or over 75”. It was catchand-release only from May 8th through
May 15th. It was closed from May 16th
through June 3oth and was open again
from July 1st through September 30th
with the same limits mentioned above.
Be sure to check the regulations before
heading out next year.
For more information about fishing

the Rainy River or Lake of the Woods, available lodging,
fishing reports and other opportunities in the area, go
to www.lakeofthewoodsmn.com.

Above: Brandon Butler was first on the
board with his first sturgeon ever.
Top right: Expect to catch the occasional
walleye when fishing for sturgeon.
Bottom right: The author managed to catch a
couple sturgeon throughout the morning.

Your Hosts:
Phillip & Susan White
RR#2, Site 6 Comp 21,
Nolalu, ON Canada
POT 2KO

PHONE: 807-475-6947
FAX: 807-475-4730
• Windy Pine Cottages is located on beautiful Whitefish Lake in Northwestern
Ontario, Canada (only 60 minutes from the Pigeon River Border Crossing - all
paved roads)
• Windy Pine Cottages consists of 4 amazing cottages with one being wheelchair
accessible - Truly Wilderness with Comfort!
• There is 132 feet of floating docks with several slips to dock your boats and/or
rent one of ours
• White fish lake is one of the top ten lakes in Ontario Canada for Walleye, perch,
northern and bass
• After fishing or hunting treat yourself to your own personal outside hot tub or
shared sauna and heated swimming pool
• Many packages available: Fishing, Black Bear Hunting (Spring & Fall), Moose,
Timber Wolf/Ice fishing and duck hunting

Email your hosts at wwpine@xplornet.com or visit us on facebook

www.windypine.com

Is your pond ready for next season?
We can help!
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Top: The Rainy
River is full of
sturgeon fisherman
throughout the year.
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JD Stephenson and
Wade Ambrose with a great
day of ice fishing.
Thanks to Trevor at
Big Red’s Bait and Tackle
2193 Stevenson Dr.
Springfield, IL
217-679-1800

Right: Good
conservation like
catch and release
allows anglers the
opportunity to catch
trophy sturgeon.

VISIT OUR NEW
LOCATION!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

B&R Construction has new & used
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .
They can design one for you!

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com
SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap
SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com
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THE DAY I BECAME A PURIST
By Gerry MacKenzie

I killed my very first bird over a pointing
dog’s solid stand on November 11, 1963.
It was a gaudy pheasant rooster that my
ten-month-old pointer male, who was the
very first bird dog I ever owned, pinned
next to the remnant of an old fenceline
in a corn field that was a part of the old
homestead I was renting at the time. The
house place was located on the road that
separated Ford and Livingston counties,
just two miles South of Route 26. The
experience ignited within me a fever that
never subsided, although in keeping with

the title of this piece it took on a different
flavor as the years passed by.
The above described area was
teeming with pheasants in those days. I
had purchased the aforementioned pointer,
who I named Abner, from Herb Holmes’
Gunsmoke Kennels when he was but three
months old. I was impatient with the rate
of his progress, as I was very naïve about
what was involved insofar as a pointing
dog’s development. Therefore, due to my
impatients, I purchased a pointer female
from the same kennel. Her name was Nig,

GUN DOG TRAINING
Specialize in all Pointing Breeds

Insuring A
Happy Dog
that Loves
What it Does!

Let 40 Years Experience Work for You!
Employing Patient, Positive Methods ...

and since she was approaching two years
of age, she was a bit more capable as a
gun dog than Abner. However, with the
plentitude of pheasants in that area both
dogs improved considerably as the season
progressed.
I offer the above vignette as evidence
that my career with bird dogs began no
differently than the average, every day
bird hunters did. Also, I’m certain that
my basic philosophy regarding the sport
was no different than most bird hunters I
have been in contact with over the years
– my degree of success at the end of
each day afield was in direct proportion
to the weight in my game pouch, and
whether or not I had harvested my
“limit”. I took great pleasure in hunting
with my dogs, but experienced an equal
degree of displeasure when their errant
behavior messed up the opportunity for
a good shot. I guess I expected them to
be perfect in their deportment, whereas
it was OK for me to blow an easy shot
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every now and then, and in those days,
it was just as much now as then. The
bottom line was success was equated to
the bottom line – how many birds I was
able to kill.
In 1964 I moved to Divernon, Illinois.
There were many bird dog fanciers that
lived in that general area. However, not
only did they enjoy bird hunting, but most
of them also competed in bird dog field
trials. I became acquainted with many of
them, and proudly showed off my prized
bird dogs for their scrutiny. They were not
impressed, as my dogs did not possess
that intangible quality called “style”. I
begrudgingly came to realize that this
was so, and began a search for dogs that
were more esthetically pleasing and that
I could compete with in field trials with
some success. I managed to do so, and
for a beginner I had a fairly successful
field trial season. I came to realize
that the quality of the bird work was as
gratifying as the quantity, and since birds

EXCELLENT TRAINING GROUNDS, FACILITIES
& CARE FOR YOUR DOG SECOND TO NONE!
Competitive Rates . . . Call for Reservations & Directions

618-599-4789

Gerry MacKenzie • McLeansboro, Illinois

Special Care For Your Special Pet
We are dedicated to companion animal
cremation & burial. You can be assured your
pet will be treated with dignity & respect.
“We’d like to believe they’ll be with us
forever. . . and in our hearts, they are.”

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

Meadow Valley Center
2075 Washington Rd, Washington, IL 61571
(309) 745-3600
DeitersPetServices.com • info@deiterspetservices.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL

dogcamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com
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weren’t killed during the trials I began to
understand that you can have more fun
with a live bird than with a dead one.
In 1966 a series of circumstances
saw me move to Portland, Oregon. Prior
to that move I had acquired a bird dog,
through a series of trades, that everyone
in that central Illinois locale coveted. She
was an extremely classy pointer female
that her original owner had christened
“Smoky”. Smoky was a daughter of triple
champion Gunsmoke ex of a female
registered as Peregrine’s Dianah. She
was about 15 months old when I got her,
but extremely precocious, and from the
onset was about as accomplished a bird
finder as one could ever hope for. She
was a natural retriever, and a darned
good one to boot. In short, I learned more
about bird dog performance from Smoky
than I ever taught her.
Smoky was the only dog I kept
when I made the move west. I did not
know what to expect insofar as upland
bird hunting was concerned, but Smoky
had become a cherished pet as well as
a hunting companion, and thus made
the trip with me. Early during that first
bird season I hunted exclusively in the

Willamette Valley which had a decent
population of pheasants and Valley Quail,
but still was a far cry from what I had
experienced in the Ford and Livingston
county area in Illinois. About midway
through the season a customer on my
industrial laundry supply route suggested
I try the Vale-Ontario area in extreme
eastern Oregon. It was about 340 miles
to that area from Portland, but with no
speed limit on Interstate 80, I was able
to make the trip in my Dodge Charger
440 Magnum in a little less than four
hours. So, on a long weekend Smoky and
I headed east to explore new territory. I
could not believe what I encountered in
what was known as the Treasure Valley.
The area teemed with pheasants and
Valley Quail, and one would encounter
an occasional bevy of Bobwhites or Huns,
and a bit higher in the foothills a goodly
number of Chukars. Not only that, the
limit on pheasants was four, and one of
them could be a hen. The limit on Valleys
was 10, with a possession limit of 20. I
thought I had died and gone to heaven, or
at least to “happy hunting ground”.
Although I had had some success field
trialing before I left Illinois, the plentitude

of game to harvest in this new territory
reversed my priorities to a degree, and
although I missed the competition, this
absolute abundance of game to harvest
became a viable replacement for it. The
old saying is, “there’s nothing like birds to
make a bird dog” and this was so true as
far as Smoky was concerned. She rapidly
reached the pinnacle of her potential,
and it was a lofty one to say the least. In
addition to being able to sate my desire
for a bulging game pouch, she treated me
to a plethora of quality bird work that was
performed with aplomb.
Sadly, all good things must come
to an end. As you are probably aware,
wildlife populations are often cyclic,
with numbers thereof subject to peaks
and valleys. For some unknown reason,
the bird populations in the Treasure
Valley suffered a marked decline, almost
to the point wherein the lengthy drive
from Portland became impractical. In
discussing this situation with a fellow
bird hunter one day he suggested that I
give the area around Milton-Freewater
a try. Milton-Freewater is just a bit
northeast of Pendleton, Oregon, and but
a few miles directly south of WallaWalla,
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Washington. He explained that this was
almost entirely wheat country, and that
the stubble fields, what with their draws
and waterways, was decent pheasant
habitat. It was about 100 miles closer to
Portland, and thus I decided to make the
trip one Saturday and give it a try. Now,
when I say wheat country, I mean WHEAT
COUNTRY, as the stubble fields are so
vast as to resemble a golden ocean.
Although as one scans their breadth they
look flat, the ground undulates slightly
not unlike the waves on the ocean itself.
The great bird hunting I had
experienced for the past two seasons
dulled my yen for field trialing, which was
beneficial since the sport had become
almost an obsession. Hopefully this new
venue would continue to provide all of the
thrills with a bird dog that I could hope for.
It was on a crystal-clear Saturday morning
with but a light breeze rippling the wheat
stubble and weedy growth therein, and
the temperature – in the mid 40s was
ideal. I turned Smoky loose at the edge
of a wheat stubble field that seemed to
stretch to infinity at about ten A.M. With
the gentle breeze blowing directly into her
face, Smoky wasted no time but set sail
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2018
Prairie Capital Convention Center
Join us in Springfield for Illinois Gun Owner Lobby Day
to protect your 2nd Amendment Rights.

50TH ANNIVERSARY HENRY DECOY SHOW
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directly into it, casting far ahead into the
vastness of the sea of golden stubble.
With no defined objective to alter her path
she soon disappeared from sight far into
the van. I broke into a trot to try to keep
her in view, as each time the undulating
ground lowered in front of me I lost sight
of her. Soon it seemed that a tiny white
dot appeared as I topped a crest in the
ground. Because of the shimmering wheat
stubble creating a mirage-like effect I
could not be sure that it was her. As I drew
closer, however, I could see that she was
unmoving at the top of a slight swell in the
ground. I then realized she was frozen on
a solid point. If a pheasant was her quarry,
odds were that it would never be there
when I finally got to her, so I quickened
my pace to tilt the odds in my favor. I got
within 30 yards of her, pausing slightly to
admire her lofty stance and unwavering
intensity. Nearly breathless I closed the
distance between us and when but within
15 feet of her stand, the gaudiest, most
raucous cock pheasant erupted from the
wheat stubble and at the top of his ascent
caught the breeze and flew right back
over me. I whirled and my Ithica model
37, 20-gauge pump’s report drowned out
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the rooster’s cackling and he fell with a
thud. Smoky was on him in an instant,
and marched proudly to me with the bird
clasped gently but firmly in her jaws. I took
the bird from her and tucked it into my
game pouch, then paused for a moment
to decide which direction to take from
there. Then the realization struck me that
we could be there for a week and it wasn’t
going to get any better than what we had
just shared. I snapped Smoky’s lead to
her collar and said, “C’mon girl, let’s go
home, we’ve just set the bar as high as it
can go”. After many times standing on the
threshold, I had finally become a purist.
P.S. Smoky’s registered name was
Smokette, soon after the above described
experience, I decided to try my hand as
professional bird dog trainer and handler.
I named my Kennel “Smokette Kennels” in
her honor. I bred her to a pair of prominent
male pointers, and her offspring provided
me with a good bit of talent with which to
develop a string of competitive dogs. She
was buried under the stand of oaks at the
back portion of the property.
Mike O’Bryan and Rocky with a couple of Irish Acres Geese. Thanks to
Mike O’Bryan with REMAX Traders Unlimited for the great photo.
Call Mike at 309-687-5069 for all of your commercial needs.

WATER SAFETY
DEMONSTRATIONS

PROPOSED SPEAKERS
Master Gardeners – U of I Extension • University Bass Team Members • DNR Asian Carp Experts
Big Foot Researchers • Small Lakes and Pond Specialist • Bobcat Reasearcher • Food Coop • White Tailed Deer Outfitter
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EADLY SNOW GOOSE HUNTING TECHNIQUE

By Bob McNally

BIOLOGISTS WANT SNOW GOOSE
NUMBERS REDUCED, AND THESE
HUNTERS HAVE COME UP WITH A DEADLY
TECHNIQUE FOR HAMMERING LATESEASON BIRDS BY THE TRUCKLOAD.
It was Valentine’s Day, the date of an
annual post-duck-season goose hunt among a
group of hard-charging waterfowlers in eastcentral Arkansas. Taxidermist and outfitter
Pat Pitt, his two sons Stephen and Patrick,
and six other hunters were up at first light
looking for “white” geese (snows, blues and
Ross’) as the birds flew off roosting ponds.
They were driving the through
countryside when Pat suddenly spotted a
group of snows settling into a sprawling
wheat field. A quick scan with a binocular
revealed that thousands of birds were in
the flat, clean field. The geese were slowly
moving toward the hunters’ side of the field
to get away from a pickup truck that was
parked on the other side.
Pat knew exactly what to do, and
quickly got all nine of his hunters in a deep,
hard-bottom ditch that paralleled the field
and ran the length of the wheat. In minutes
Pat and his crew were strung out along the
ditch, in the area where the geese were
soon massed.
“They had no idea we were there, and
they were only 10 steps away from the ditch
edge,” Pat remembers. “We were strung out
about 30 yards apart, and we just started
walking up the ditch side toward the geese.
When we popped our heads up, the geese
flushed, and we all just started shooting.
“The first volley I guess we likely
dropped 60 to 70 birds, and by the time they
finally rose, circled, and left, we’d taken 161
geese,” he says. “It must have been quite a
show to the people in the truck on the far
side of the field.
“That sounds like overkill to most
sportsmen, because it’s so many geese, and
we took them in such an unconventional
way,” Pitt continues. “But we did everything
legally. We picked up every goose with our
dogs, and all the birds were cleaned and
utilized by our hunters. It’s not classic goose
hunting over decoys, not by a long shot. But
‘walking up’ birds sure is effective. That
day we shot 371 snow geese — which is
our one-day record. We’ve had other days,

WE SELL:

• Tracker Boats
• Nitro Bass Boats
• Ranger Bass Boats
though, when we’ve taken 298 and 244
birds. One year, my sons, friends and I shot
2,391 geese hunting this way.”
Pitt may sound like a goose game hog
and wildlife law violator. But in reality he’s
a staunch conservationist, one of the few
hunters who actively pursues late-season
snow geese, trying to bring their numbers
under control — for the good of the birds
and their nesting habitat.
For years Canadian waterfowl
biologists have been alarmed that booming
snow goose populations are decimating
their tundra nesting grounds. Too many
snow geese are literally eating their way
to possible oblivion. An overabundance of
birds denudes the slow-growing tundra,
eliminating important summer food in
traditional goose nesting areas. With no
other food or other prime nesting areas
available, snow goose populations could
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• Ranger Aluminum Boats
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completely collapse and bird numbers would
be decimated if populations are not brought
properly into balance with their habitat.
Biologists and waterfowl game
managers have “taken the gloves off” for
the snow goose harvest, hoping to reduce
bird numbers to manageable populations
and save the tundra. As a result, snow
goose hunting extends far beyond the
traditional fall/winter waterfowl season. In
many states, like Arkansas, where snows
are abundant, there are no limits on snow
geese. Electronic calls are legal, guns need
not have plugs, and hunting can be done for
many weeks beyond traditional seasons.
Yet for all the liberal harvest
adjustments, snow geese wise up quickly,
and traditional hunting methods have not
made much of a dent in the bird population.
Thus the tundra — and “white” geese —
are still in jeopardy.
SMART SHOOTING
Enter Pitt, and his “driving” method for
collecting late-season snows.
“I love hunting waterfowl over decoys;
it’s the love of my life,” he explains. “I’ve
hunted ducks and geese all over the world
this way, and it’s the best activity there is in
the outdoors. But snow geese are so smart
that to reduce their numbers effectively as
we need to do, traditional hunting for them

over decoys, or even pass-shooting them,
doesn’t get it done. Snow geese are wise
to big decoy spreads. Years ago we could
decoy them with paper plates. Now, putting
out a couple thousand rags and decoys will
get a few birds in, but mostly juvenile geese,
and certainly not in the numbers needed
to trim tundra nesting populations. And
electronic calls worked great, too, at least
early on. But now the birds are wise to that
tactic, as well.
“As far as I’m concerned, ‘walking up’
geese — or driving them — is the best way to
get a lot of birds in a short time. Farmers, duck
hunters and biologists love it, because it really
does work on snows in Arkansas fields.”
The tactic isn’t fancy, but it takes
planning and skill to pull off consistently. In
addition, not every drive scores big on geese.
“Snows are incredibly spooky,” says Pitt. “An
unruly dog or a hunter coughing, talking or
waving a shotgun, and other seemingly minor
things, can botch an entire goose stalk.
“A field with 10,000 snow geese
is remarkably loud. You can barely hear
another person speak, but the birds can hear
you very well. They’ll spook in a second, and
the whole drive is ruined because of just one
moment of carelessness. A lot of planning
goes into a goose drive. You’ve got to locate
birds, then make sure to have permission to
hunt the field. Next you’ve got to plan the

stalk, decide where to put standers and
where the drivers will work from, and then
figure out how to get everyone into position
without spooking the birds prematurely. It’s
pretty involved, and takes some experience.
But it sure brings results.”
Pitt is quick to point out that “driving”
snow geese isn’t for everyone. And he has
great respect for other hunters who prefer
setting out large decoy spreads trying to
dupe snows into shooting range.
“If I see a decoy spread, I don’t go
anywhere near it when we’re scouting for
places to drive birds,” he explains. “Hunters
with decoys have a right to be there doing
their thing, and I’m not going to interfere with
them. Heck, I prefer to hunt over decoys, too,
and I would, if it resulted in plenty of snow
geese being harvested. But it doesn’t, at least
compared to ‘walking’ birds.”
THE PROPER METHOD
“Driving birds takes plenty of thoughtful
coordination, and to do it right you need
six to a dozen or more shooters,” explains
Pitt’s hunting partner Bill Cooksey of
Avery Outdoors in Memphis. “It’s not just
something anyone can go out and do well.”
Cooksey says pre-hunt scouting is important,
and it’s best done in flatland areas where
hunters can see goose concentrations from
long range with binoculars. Rice, bean and
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wheat country is best. But the first order of
business is locating birds on a roost, which
usually is a pond or lake.
“You’ve got to watch birds at first light
and see where they’re headed,” Cooksey
says. “Sometimes it’s best to have two or
three hunters in vehicles on several different
roosting ponds watching birds. This way if you
lose a group of birds as they’re flying, someone
in another vehicle likely will stay with a flock
until they land in a field suitable to drive.”
A field worth “driving” should hold at
least 100 geese, but it’s not unusual to work
a field harboring 5,000 to 10,000 birds.
Once a field has been located and Pitt has
permission to hunt, he begins surveying the
spot to pull off a successful drive.
Sometimes this can be done the day
before a hunt, because if a field full of birds
is located at sundown, it’s a good bet they’re
going to be there the next morning. Usually
geese are in big fields, and they feed in the
middle away from edges where there are
predators and hunters.
But even the biggest fields usually are
surrounded by ditches, and often there’s a
ditch or two running completely across a
field for drainage or for irrigation. Deep
ditches are great cover for driving geese,
though walking through muddy bottoms can
be a real chore.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

SPRING SNOW GOOSE HUNTING

Show me your Snows Outdoors
Hunting in Central Illinois
Booking for February & March
Hunt from Heated Pits • Over 10,000+ Decoys!

Find us on Facebook at “Rick Hamm Snow Fox”
and“Show me your Snows Outdoors”

CALL RICK HAMM: 309-635-5200
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HENRY DECOY SHOW:
SUNDAY, FEB 18TH, 2018

February 2018

1968 - 2018
50 TH ANNIVERSARY
HENRY DECOY SHOW

SPORTING COLLECTIBLES AND RELATED ANTIQUES. SPECIAL DISPLAY OF
KNIVES. COME SEE THE SHOW AT HENRY HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY FEB 18 th, 2018
8 AM – 2PM $6.00 ADMISSION first 250 can get a collectible, commemorative
pinback showing vintage hunting scene with $8.00 admission (while supplies last).
Henry High School 1023 College Ave, Henry, IL. SELL YOUR DECOYS & RELATED
ITEMS, call Jason Baldwin (312) 316-7484. Illinois River Duck hunting tradition
runs deep in Henry IL. Come see for yourself, 1000’s of items to view and buy. Join
us for the best duck decoy show in the Country. It will be held rain, snow or shine.
Breakfast, lunch, pie & coffee will be available. Or, bring in your old collectibles, we
will have a silent auction table for you to sell your items. Don’t miss it come see us
Feb 18th.
Charles Perdew was one of the IL River’s top duck decoy carvers. He started
out circa early 1900’s, making gunning decoys for hunters of the area. He also
perfected and patented crow calls. Mr. Perdew made various decoys for hunting
purposes including crow decoys. As time went on he began to make gunning birds
and decoratives in all forms, including miniature duck decoys, bilikens and various
models of decoy calls and duck carvings of all sorts and sizes. He began to fill
orders and send his carvings all over the Country and even out of the Country. Edna
in the photo in figure 2 painted the decoys. She was an excellent painter, even

Charles Perdew of Henry IL. One of the IL River’s best carvers.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2018
1023 College Ave. (IL Rt 29), Henry IL 61537 • 8am - 2pm

A GREAT WAY TO SPEND A SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY AT
THE LARGEST 1 DAY DECOY SHOW IN THE COUNTRY!
Adult Admission: $6.00 • Children 12 & Under, FREE
Breakfast and Lunch Served
Snacks & Soft Drinks Available
THE FIRST 250 SHOW GOERS RECEIVE A COMMEMORATIVE
COLLECTIBLE PINBACK WITH ADMISSION OF $8.00

TING
CELEBRA
OUR 50TH
SARY!
ANNIVER

FEATURING ILLINOIS RIVER DECOYS…
THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE SHOW!

• Antique decoys & game calls
• Wildlife art, prints & jewelry
• Hunting & wildlife books
• Miscellaneous folk art
• MDCA Representatives
• Lakeview Museum display
• Perdew-style decoy door prize

• Contemporary carvings & calls
• Waterfowl hunting supplies
• Old fishing gear
• Waterfowl decoy books
• Perdew Museum display
• Various sporting collectibles

FREE DECOY & CALL APPRAISALS!
90 Display Tables • TABLES VERY LIMITED!
For more info & dealer inquires contact:
JASON BALDWIN 312-316-7484 • email: jasbebelle@comcast.net

HenryDecoyShow.com • TerraincognitaUSA.com
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better than Charlie himself. She wound up getting lead poising (from the paint)
and had to quit painting, so Charly took over the painting of the decoys sometime
in the mid to late 1950’s. Due to better paint the “Edna” painted decoys tend to
realize more when being sold. Can you tell the difference between Edna & Charly
Paint? Come to the show and find out!
Charlie Perdew was not the only carver in central IL. There were five main
carvers, that were considered the best in the State. They are Robert Elliston, Bert
Graves, Charles Walker, Charles Shoenheider and of course Charles Perdew. Yes
there are many other carvers from Illinois and many good ones at that, Whittington,
Barto, Ruggles, Stashiowick, McAlpin, Lane, the Lashbrooks, Garren, Lawson,
Allen, Wllcoxin and many others, that are very collectible and often show up at
the Henry Decoy Show. So come on out and remedy the cabin fever, bring in your
favorite collectilbe if for nothing else than to show it off. You might be surprised
at what it is worth. Also this year we will have a silent auction table where you
may sell your decoy or related collectibles.
Also we will have a display of fantastic antique Bowie Knives put on by a
representative of Rock Island Auction Co. This display will feature the collection
of past President of the Antique Bowie Knife Association (ABKA) Robert Berryman,
who is a luminary in the field of collecting antique Bowie knives, push daggers
and misc. knives. This display will showcase several knives made between 1840
– 1880. So get out of the house, even if it’s a snowstorm, we will be there. It is
the 50th Anniversary show. 1968 – 2018. To sell your decoys, or antique old knives
call Jason Baldwin 312 316-7484, Jason also is a past President of the ABKA and
can give info on your antique Bowie knife. Or goto www.HenryDecoyShow.com
The show currently is sold out for display tables this year, however sometimes a
cancelation or two will come in close to the show. So, if you want to display, and
have a table, give us a call, a table may become available. See you soon. JB
Edna & Charlie Perdew with gunning and half size Mallards

(Min. 2 days and 2 nights)
Book 7 nights get the 7th night free.
ANY DATE EXCEPT MARCH 16 THRU May 25

2018 RATES AND FISHING PACKAGES
March 16 Thru May 25

2-Day 2-Night $199.00 • 3-Day 3-Night $299.00
4-Day 4-Night $349.00
ALL FISHING PACKAGES INCLUDE:
BOAT, MOTOR, GAS, BAIT AND ICE

Per person, Plus Tax, 2 Person Min. 15 and Under are Free
(limit 1 child per each paying adult)
$100 Deposit Required Per Person Non- Refundable
WE WILL MATCH ANY FISHING PACKAGES AT REELFOOT
LAKE FOR THE TIME OF MONTH THEY ARE OFFERED! CHECK
OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge
Units all with Fully
Equipped Kitchens!
Jon & Pontoon Boat Rental
Bait & Tackle Shop

100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL

OFF SEASON RATES 2018
$149.00 Per Person + Tax

STEFFEN’S CURIO/GUN CABINETS
VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL

2 Great Locations . . .
on the North & South end
of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

$400 OFF CORNER CURIO, $100 OFF FLAT CURIO
BMW Custom Cabinets
Made with Cherry, Oak or Hickory Wood
Made in America with Quality Wood by American Craftsmen
Patented for Consistent Quality
Magnetic Lock Provides Gun Security
Lighted Curio/Hidden Gun Storage Area
53” Gun Storage Area to Accommodate Long Goose Guns
Half-Inch Wood Back to Accommodate Hooks & Brackets for Mounting Pistols
Large Storage Area in Bottom Compartment

101 E. FRONT ST., EL PASO, IL 61738

309-660-5349
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WELCOME TO
MOULTRIE COUNTY

Moultrie County is home to some
amazing attractions from laid back
boating life on Lake Shelbyville to exciting
Broadway Musical theatre or maybe
traveling back in time with a visit to Amish
cottage businesses. Maybe shopping
for one of a kind, unique and handmade
goods and clothing is more your speed.
Spend the weekend hunting, fishing and
camping. Whatever your speed, you
are sure to have a great time while you
Experience Moultrie County.
Lake Shelbyville offers some of the
best fishing and boating in the state of
Illinois. Lake Shelbyville is the second
largest inland lake in the state! Moultrie
County has some of the best outdoor
recreation opportunities in the area. Camp
Camfield boasts 8.5 miles of single track
for mountain biking and hiking. Bo Woods
offers 141 camping sites and a new dog
park that is open to the public. Wilborn
Creek camping is perfect for group camping
and those looking for a more authentic

camping experience with tent only camping.
Sullivan Marina offers long term camping,
lodging, swimming pool, boat docking and
lakeside dining. Wilborn Creek Beach and
Sullivan Beach are a great place to spend
the day relaxing or playing by the lake.
Celebrating over 60 years of bringing
Broadway to Moultrie County, The Little
Theatre On The Square is the only downstate
Equity theatre in Illinois! The LTOTS summer
season is sure to entertain from theatre
shows for young audiences to the main
stage productions. The Little Theatre On The
Square also serves as the Moultrie County
Visitor Center. Be sure to stop in.
Moultrie County is home
to an Amish Community
with a variety of cottage
businesses dotting the rural
areas of Moultrie County.
On any given day (except
Sunday) in Moultrie County
you could have a Amish
home cooked meal, visit the

Health Food Store, purchased
handmade furniture, pick up
fresh eggs and honey - all
from the Moultrie County
Amish Settlement.
Looking for Lincoln?
Historical buffs will be excited
to know that Lincoln rode
the circuit as a lawyer trying
cases in Moultrie County!
Visit Wyman Park to view
the larger than life Lincoln
monument. The monument
memorializes Lincoln’s final
visit to Sullivan when a near
riot broke out on the square
during Lincoln’s senatorial
campaign against Stephen
Douglas.
We invite you to
experience Moultrie County!
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www.nelsoncharters.net

Call Capt. Mike to book your
trip today!

616.990.4421

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho,
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!
CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

Spend More Time Fishing

Don’t Miss The Boat ...

Aboard the

NOBLE II

36 Foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

Charters
“We Catch The Big Ones”

and Less Time Boating

NO Fish - NO Pay

Aboard the

NOBLE II

36-foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

“We Catch
the Big Ones!”

www.noblecharters.com

Captain Dale Florek
Cell:

224-588-7263

Call for Free Color Brochure
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HIGGY’S STAND
By Don Higgins

BIG BUCKS REVEAL
THEIR FAVORITE
FOOD PLOT

The recent cold
spell has most
people anxiously waiting for spring but
there is a certain group of deer hunters who
planned ahead and are now enjoying this
Arctic blast. Any deer hunter who follows
social media at all has seen a trend that
has so clearly revealed itself during this
recent brutal cold spell. Big bucks have
been falling to those persistent hunters
who didn’t hang up their gear after the
rut but instead pulled out their warmest
clothing and hit the woods.
I have said for many years that the
very best time to kill a specific big buck
or to kill big bucks consistently is in the
late season when brutal cold conditions
forces even the most nocturnal and hardto-pattern bucks to get on their feet and
feed during daylight hours. The reason I
believe this is because at this time and
under these conditions an astute hunter
knows exactly where a buck is coming
to and when he will be there; he will be

coming to food every afternoon. It is as
sure a bet as anything in deer hunting.
The brutal cold that started around
Christmas and continued for 2 full weeks
started a steady barrage of photos of
successful hunters with their late-season
trophy bucks. The vast majority of these
successful hunters revealed that their
bucks were either in a soybean plot or very
close to one when shot. I can even take it
a step further and note that I did not see
a single mention of “forage soybeans”
accompanying any of these recent photos.
Forage soybeans may have their
place in the Deep South but any serious
deer hunter that is giving up sacred foodplot acreage for them north of the MasonDixon Line is simply missing the boat. All
of the deer killed in Real World soybeans
over the past couple of weeks have proven
that Real World soybeans are hands-down
the best soybean to plant in whitetail food
plots. Think about it, did you see any recent
photos of bucks killed in forage soybeans?

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE
SHELBYVILLE...

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV • Refrigerator • Microwave
Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

217-728-4314

YOUR HOSTS: Vipul (Vic) & Vilas Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL
info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

This mature 170-class buck gave Don Higgins the slip all season until a
brutal cold spell during the 2010 late season got him on his feet and hitting a
soybean plot 3 afternoons in a row.
Why would you plant a soybean that may
work in the early season but does nothing
after the first frost? Real World soybeans
have been proven to attract giant bucks
for the entire season.
So what makes Real World soybeans
better than forage soybeans or traditional “ag
soybeans”? Well here are 5 good reasons –

1. 
Real World soybeans are the result
of decades of side-by-side testing in
numerous states to find those varieties
with the very best shatter resistance.
Real World soybeans will still be in the
pods where deer can easily consume
them when they need them the most.
Real World president Kevin Boyer

Will your soybeans
be there When the
deer need them
the most?
real World’s
soybean blend Was
developed for
shatter resistance!

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms.
Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!
Ask about our Pet policy.
Park near your room to unload fast & easy.
Ice & Soda Available! Restaurants & entertainment nearby.
BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.
Within walking distance to river and spillway!
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:
(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

www.realworldwildlifeseed.com
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recently noted that to this point nearly
300 different soybean varieties have
been tested to come up with the ones
in Real Worlds soybean blend.
2. Real World soybeans are a blend so
there are actually 4 different soybeans
in each bag. These 4 varieties mature at
different times so during the first weeks
of archery season your plot will have
some soybean plants that are still green
and offering browse while other plants
will be dried down and offering grain.
3. Real World soybeans have higher grain
yield. Anyone who has done a sideby-side trial knows that there really
is no comparison in the sheer volume
of soybean produced by Real World
soybeans versus forage soybeans and
even many varieties of ag soybeans.
4. 
Real World soybeans are more
attractive to deer due to their high-oil
content. In 2017 Real World introduced
its new “Generation-2” soybean blend
which contains higher oil soybeans
that are not only more attractive to
deer but also contain higher levels of
important nutrients for better health
and production.

5. Real World soybeans have a proven
track record. Think about this; 2018
marks Real Worlds 10th year in
business. During the first 9 years that
Real World Wildlife Products have
been in business, sales of Real World
soybeans have at least doubled each
year from the previous year’s sales.
Whether a product works or does not
work, word will spread and the product
will either become well-accepted or
it will fail. Real World soybeans have
clearly proven to work better than any
other soybean and with each passing
year more and more open-minded deer
hunters plant them.
When it comes to the very best foodplot a hunter can plant for harvesting
big mature bucks, nothing compares to
the proven track record of Real World
soybeans. Nothing. Other products like
clovers and brassicas certainly have their
place in a complete food-plot system but
no other single plant can offer the highquality nutrition and drawing power of a
Real World soybean plot and do so over a
longer window of time. If I could only plant
one food-plot on my property the choice
would be very easy; it would be Real
World soybeans. Dead bucks don’t lie.
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SEE IT ALL WITH THE NEW
PRIMOS SURROUNDVIEW
By Jace Bauserman

YOU HAVE TO SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT.
I’d read about the new Primos Double
Bull SurroundView ground blind. But
reading about this ground blind’s one-way
see-through camo walls is one thing.
Seeing it — or rather, not seeing it
— is quite another.
The Primos SurroundView has all the
best Double Bull features: the patented
hub system for easy set-up, rugged
Double Bull materials and construction,
stealthy Truth camo and a limited lifetime
warranty.
But what sets the SurroundView apart
is that exclusive see-through fabric. From
the outside, the fabric looks like normal
fabric. Once you’re in the blind, however,
you get the full effect. That fabric allows
you to see outside the blind as if it weren’t
there at all.
It’s almost unfair, but as bowhunters,
we’ll take every advantage we can get.

And this is one
huge advantage.
The Primos
SurroundView
comes in three
models,
the
difference being
the number of
see-through
walls on the
blind. The 180 model ($300) has two seethrough walls and two rear blackout walls;
the 270 ($400) has three see-through
walls and one rear blackout wall; and the
360 ($500) has four see-through walls and
one moveable blackout wall.
We see a lot of cool gear at the ATA
Show, but this is seriously a next-level
product. Head to your local retailer to see
for yourself.
For more information, visit www.
primos.com.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

BOOK NOW FOR 2018 SPRING SNOW GOOSE SEASON!
WE HAVE LOCATIONS FOR SNOW GOOSE HUNTING IN ARKANSAS

MCLEAN CO SPORTSMAN’S ASSOC.
WILD GAME BANQUET
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3, 2018

(License fees are free for Arkansas. No limits, no plugs required for conservation season.)

Interstate Center, Rt. 9 Bloomington

Buy Tickets at: Chuck’s Harley-Davidson,
Smiley’s Sport Shop, Darnall Gun Range
& Wired 2 Fish

www.McleanCountySportsmen.org

SMILEY’S SPORTS SHOP INC.
Archery • Guns & Ammo • Fishing Tackle • Live Bait
Ammo by the Case Price • Full Line of Abu Garcia
Full Service Archery Shop
See us on the web at: www.smileyssportsshop.com
2049 Ireland Grove Rd. • Bloomington, IL

309/663-1133

Snow Goose Banded Package- All inclusive, includes morning
to mid-day hunt and evening guided hunt, bird cleaning,
nightly lodging, continental breakfast and dinner.

SPECIAL PRICE FOR ASO READERS $275.00 PER PERSON.
THIS IS AN EXPERIENCE YOU WON’T SOON FORGET.

Contact GDS Today! Call Now 651-755-1612
Spaces are limited.
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS

local club can buy a new Genesis bow to
be used by a young person interested in
shooting archery who may not have one.
So before the month is over and you
are once again taking advantage of the
great outdoors, check on the internet
or in your favorite wildlife paper to find
a fundraiser near you. You will have a
wonderful evening surrounded by likeminded people and know that local
youth groups and hunting in general are
benefiting from your participation. You
may even have such great time you’ll
become a volunteer for next year’s event.
Until next month, don’t forget to take
your daughter, granddaughter or niece
bowhunting.

by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz • marleneasomag@gmail.com

February seems to be what I call the
“couch potato” month. After the Super
Bowl winner is determined there isn’t
that much to do unless you like to ski.
February is our transitional month. We
start making plans for our March scouting
excursions because that is usually when
most of the snow is gone we find game
trails perfectly preserved by winter’s
white blanket. We also can easily see
rubs and scrapes used by bucks as they
began looking for does to breed. We may
even find a few treasures in the form of
antlers from bucks that made it through
the hunting season.
But for my husband and me, February
means going to sport shows, expos and
fundraisers. After attending the seminars
and clinics we always walk away with a
tip or two that we can implement into our
next years hunting season. The Wildlife
Research booth never fails to offer
information on a new product they’ve
developed to help bring a deer closer to
a trail we’ll be covering during the fall
season. People representing BioLogic
are there to answer any questions about
creating or maintaining a food plot and

what crops are best for this area. New
technology, new equipment, new patterns
in camo, new seasonings to help harvested
game taste better, new game calls—it is
all so exciting.
However, our real go to events are
the fundraisers we attend. These are
the grass roots occasions that help local
clubs, organizations, environmental causes
and protect hunting.
National Wild
Turkey Foundation, Safari Club
International—Bowhunting
Chapter,
Minnesota
Deer
Hunters, Ducks Unlimited are
just a few of the organizations
that offer fundraisers. We can
always count on a wonderful
meal and many raffles, silent and
live auctions to fill the evening.
Our favorite fundraisers are
the ones put on by The National
Turkey
Foundation
partly
because each chapter offers
one and we can pick those to
attend that are closer to our
home. At which restaurant
these events are held is also
very important.
There is
nothing so disappointing than
to have the caterer run out of
food or have a meal that just
doesn’t taste good.
But the main reason we

go to several fundraisers is because part
of the funds raised stay to support local
youth groups locally. It is important to
know that because of money raised two
high school trap teams in our district can
help reduce the cost of how much a child
needs to contribute in order to be part of a
team. Or to know that because of all the
work done by these sports organization a

801 N. State • Freeburg, IL 62243 • Owner: Chuck Dori

618.539.9881

Tohatsu Sportsman’s
Edition Camo, 20 hp,
4-stroke
POLAR kraft Sportsman
& Fishing Models

SALES & SERVICE

Plus 9.8 hp,
4-stroke models!
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HUNT SHED ANTLERS
WITH YOUR BIRD DOG
by Pheasants Forever

Shed antler hunting keeps bird dogs
sharp and helps with conditioning
during the off-season. Plus it’s fun for
you and dog alike!
Winter isn’t the time to undo all your
bird dog’s training and conditioning by
letting him or her become a couch potato.
Training your dog for shed antler hunting
can pay dividends during the off-season.
WHY SHED HUNTING
“Shed antler hunting is a growing
sport offering year-round physical
conditioning for gun dogs,” says North
American Shed Hunting Dog Association
(NASHDA) president and pro trainer
Tom Dokken of Oak Ridge Kennels in
Northfield, Minnesota. “It is also a good
way to enhance a dog’s upland bird
hunting skills.”
 	 Shed hunting gets a dog out of the
house and into the field with the chance
to use his or her eyes and nose. This helps
keep the dog physically and mentally
sharp during the off-season.
Some hunters worry that hunting sheds
might interfere with their dog’s upland
bird hunting ability. That’s a myth. Rather,
hunting shed antlers can help strengthen
a bird dog’s scenting, quartering, ranging,
and retrieving abilities. Result? A betterrounded hunting dog.
 	 Shed hunting also adds another
season to the calendar you didn’t have
before, giving you the enjoyment of
spending more time outdoors with your
dog. Although there’s no predetermined
shed hunting season, late winter and early
spring are peak times for finding antlers.
What’s more, this easily accessible
sport doesn’t require a license or permit.
And it can be done in suburban areas, not
just the countryside, though you’ll want to
be sure to first check local regulations and
obtain permission before stepping foot on
private land.
TRAINING TIPS FOR SHED HUNTING
Whether you have a retrieving,
pointing or spaniel breed, any sporting
dog with a natural instinct and retrieving
ability can be taught to efficiently hunt
for shed antlers. Training a dog for shed

hunting involves time and patience. But
don’t forget that your dog is more capable
than you may give him or her credit for.
When trained correctly, he or she will
enthusiastically take on these new tasks.
To get started, five-time NASHDA
World Shed Dog Champion and pro trainer
Josh Miller of River Stone Kennels in
New Richmond, Wisconsin, recommends
starting at square one to create drive.
“Use a set of antlers to play a fun
game of fetch with your dog,” Miller says.
“Once he or she develops a newfound
desire for the antlers, you can advance to
teaching the scent and a specific phrase,
such as ‘find the bone,’ for your dog to
associate with the antlers.”
 	 During training, reward your dog
with verbal praise plus a favorite treat
or a few kibbles of Purina Pro Plan
SPORT Performance 30/20 Formula for
each successful antler retrieve. Be sure
to compensate for the added calories
by adjusting the total daily amount fed
to maintain ideal body condition. For
example, if your dog begins to gain
weight, it’s best to subtract the amount
fed in small incremental changes, such as
one-fourth or one-half cup amounts, every
few days.

CONCLUSION
Shed hunting is a fun hobby and
a great way to get the entire family
involved. By introducing your dog to new,
exciting activities, you can help prevent

stagnation, ultimately helping him or
her transition back to his or her regular
training and conditioning for the upland
bird hunting season with vigor.

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve
Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes
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HELPING CLIENTS
CATCH MEMORIES ONE
FISH AT A TIME
Lake Shelbyville

217-520-3653 • www.englandexpenditions.com

OPEN WATER: HURRY ON BACK!!!

With our next crappie, walleye and
sauger fishing season almost upon us
Lake Shelbyville will be ready to provide
another amazing fishing year filled with
limits and memories, as well. The only
thing we need to do is wait for open
water, to begin catching those crappie,
walleye and sauger again.
First, let’s discuss some tips to find and
catch those winter patterned crappie. To
locate crappie at this time of year you will
need to fish several different depths to find
exactly where the fish are holding. Drop-

offs are a great place to start to look for
white or black crappie. Ideally fishing dropoffs that are located in or near standing
timbers will be a place to fish for crappie
after the ice has left. Crappie will use a
drop-off to change their depths looking
for their ideal water conditions and while
chasing their next food source. Fishing
the actual drop-off is the second area to
fish and many times you will find crappie
staging there. Crappie feed from the bottom
up and slowly dropping a 1/32oz hair jig
will create a strike from crappie looking

WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

up and looking for an easy meal. The last
place to fish associated with the drop-off is
the actual bottom or the significant ledge.
Crappie will at times lay on the bottom. By
bouncing your jig off the bottom and raising
it up 10-14 inches before letting it drop
back to the bottom is how to create a strike
and catch that fish.
Tackle options for the best results, at
this time, are going to be 1/16oz or 1/32oz
jigs because crappie will be looking for a
smaller target to try and eat. Crappie are
not nearly as active at this time so be sure

to think small and use a slow methodical
jigging presentation for best results. Tipping
your jig with a power bait crappie nibble is
great at this time of year to help create more
strikes equaling in catching more fish!!!
Fishing for cold water walleye and
sauger on Lake Shelbyville produces
results. Lake Shelbyville has a very healthy
population of walleye and sauger making
them a great guide trip for everyone. A
few successful methods for walleye and
sauger, once the ice is gone for good, are
pulling spinners, wind DRIFT trolling, and

“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”
Ted Nugent

Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Call Paul or Toby to book your dream hunt of a lifetime!
517-750-9060 • TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

Lake Shelbyville, IL

MATT ENGLAND

Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.com
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conventional casting at a specific structure.
First, pulling spinners through a
windblown flat is a good place to start
your day. Pulling spinners allows you to
fish larger areas without ever having your
bait out of the water. Another place to pull
spinners, now, is along the river channel.
Walleye and sauger transition back and
forth from the river channel on the hunt
for their next meal all day long.
Since walleye and sauger prefer a
little chop to the water, this next method
is perfect. First, make a pretty long cast
and allow your ¼ oz lead head, tipped with
a night crawler, fall to the bottom. Now,
allow your boat to drift with the wind
pushing you. With your rod tip up, slowly
bounce your jig off the bottom allowing
it to hit the bottom before repeating the
process. By never reeling in your line until
you begin fighting a fish allows you to fish
an entire area thoroughly and not miss any
fish. By throwing a fish marker out to mark
the spot you catch fish will help you come
back and fish areas holding fish. Most of
the time walleye and sauger will be not be
traveling alone so be sure to go back and
fish around those markers where you had
already caught fish.
The last area to locate and catch
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winter patterned walleye and sauger are isolated structures on the
bottom in 13-18 feet of water. Many times, you will find areas off of
main points having these structures. Be sure to fish every side of those
isolated structures giving that ambushing walleye or sauger a chance
to strike. Using crankbaits and vibration baits around these isolated
structures are great lures to use to catch not only great numbers but
maybe your biggest walleye of the year.
Hunting for walleye and sauger can be almost as fun as catching them
because as soon as you have hunted them down you can catch them!!!
Remember that walleye and sauger are predators and they are always
hunting. They will cover a lot of water in search for their next meal so
be prepared to fish several areas until you find them. In closing, be sure
to check all your lake water levels before you go out again on the water
because the water level will be at a different depth from your last time out.
Be safe and have fun everyone!!! To book a trip call (217) 520-3653 or visit
englandexpeditions.com CATCHING MEMORIES ONE FISH AT A TIME!!!

Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com
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Call Reagan and
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106

Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com
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FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS
WITH
REAG’S
GUIDE
SERVICE
By Reagan Smith

It has been a great month filled with different fishing adventures as usual, some better
than others, but mostly hard water fishing - ice fishing, my friends. Ice fishing is one of my
favorite ways of fishing. This is mainly due to the fact that in Central Illinois, we do not to get
to ice fish that much. Ice fishing to me is a delicacy. I think I love
fishing the hard water most because of the anticipation of it ALL year
long, hoping we have more than a week or two to fish! So far this
year we have gotten out a lot longer than a couple weeks and for
that I am very grateful and ecstatic! The adrenaline rush you get
walking out on the ice for the first time that year while hoping its safe
enough, then wanting so bad to be able to drop that Vexilar in and
see the screen light up. There is anticipation as you hope to see that
suspended mark at 10 feet when you’re fishing 20 feet of water, just
hoping that the mark on your screen will chase your bait and that it is
a crappie suspended or maybe a big catfish or bass. Ice fishing to me
is one of the hardest, most exhilarating ways to fish. Without side
imaging running on my Helix in my boat looking for structure such as
brushpiles– the challenge is greater! I have a 6 inch hole cut that I
hope a few fish are in the area of, and if not, then I’m moving and
drilling hole after hole until I can set up my shack and turn that heater
on and relax for a while. One of the ice fishing adventures I had this
year was on early ice and the conditions made for a great story!
It was a cold frigid morning as I woke up to go ice fishing. When
I started my truck 30 minutes before I was meeting some friends, to
just warm it up, it said the temp was -24 degrees – yes negative. I
went back to the truck once my friends George, Craig and Travis made
it over to my house and it was -20 degrees. Who would want to ice
fish in that weather? Who would want to ice fish when you have a
winter weather advisory where it says unprotected skin can result in
frost bite in 10-20 minutes? The answer is - this group of guys!
I fish as much as I possibly can, and in doing that I have some great
stories on the water, on the way to the water and on the way back
home from the water. The water is where I relax, where I find quietness
from everything else, where I have that solitary moment alone between
me and the Maker of the outdoors. Fishing outdoors is where I get
to be one with nature, where
I find comfort and peace in
this world and I also find great
company along the way. The
outdoors means different things
to different people. Sometimes
outdoorsmen go alone to enjoy
the solitude of the outdoors
and nature and sometimes
outdoorsmen go with friends
because the outdoors is a
mutual place amongst friends
with common interests - such as
ice fishing was for us this day.
Now back to the story - We
were on our way and made our
Casey’s gas station run, had
our bait ready from the day
before, we were bundled up
good with multiple layers of
clothing and our bibs zipped
all the way up, and we were
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heading out searching for the illusive
monster bluegills on a private pond in the
Central Illinois area. We fish many places,
but this place is known for its monster
bluegills and hybrid bluegills. We drilled
a few holes to check the ice and we could
feel the crisp cold air on our faces. It was
hard to even see in front of us when talking
because our breath was so visible and we
could feel the snot dripping from our noses
and instantly freezing to our mustaches,
but… once we dropped that Vexillar in the
hole and started marking a few fish it then
became almost worth it to be outside in the
bitter cold. Well honestly, you never really
have to convince me that it is worth it to
be fishing in any weather - it could be 100
degrees in July or -20 degrees in the winter
and I would still be out having a good time!
Once we started marking fish on the
Vexilar, we started catching fish using
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a variety of different plastics and jigs. I
personally was using a white and pink
tungsten jig tipped with a small pink plastic
made by my friend, Jim, in the state of
Wyoming. Jim does make a great plastic
for ice fishing! He just does it for fun
and we met each other on Facebook. My
buddy, Travis, was using the same thing he
always uses - a tungsten jig that has some
sort of pink incorporated in it and the jig
is tipped with two wax worms. I am not
sure what Craig was using, but I do know
it was tungsten. George was using a plain
gold tungsten jig of mine because he was
not prepared with all of his own stuff which was fine by me. George is a bluegill
enthusiast. He loves bluegill! I think George
gets more excited about big bluegill than
any other species of fish. We fished from
6:30am-3:00pm, freezing ourselves outside
in terrible conditions, just looking for a

15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Mon - Sat

www.HarrisonsSportShop.com

few monster gills. We did pull in a couple
bluegill at the ten inch mark, the rest were
all eight to nine inches, but anywhere else
that’s still a great sized bluegill! Typically
through the ice we can catch 10-12 inch gills
at this private lake, but today I think it was
just too cold for the big boys to come out
and play. We did end with a good amount of
fish though - enough for a nice fish fry. We
also managed to stay away from frost bite
and have a great time together!
Since this day we have all fished multiple
times together and it has been nice for the
weather to not be AS freezing. Since this
bluegill day, we have since caught catfish,
bluegill, largemouth, smallmouth, yellow
perch, and my favorite crappie, through the
ice. Most of those fish were from Giant
Goose Ranch in Canton, Illinois. Great place
to find multiple species of fish and be able to
catch them through the ice! Once this cold
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weather snap is done, I will be returning to
Clinton Lake for crappie and also to Lake
Springfield for yellow bass, white bass and
crappie. I would greatly appreciate the
opportunity to fish with you and your family or
friends. Currently I am filling the calendar up
with trips and would like to make your next
fishing endeavor a successful reality. Visit
centralilcrappieguide.com or give me a call!

OPEN HOUSE
MARCH 15-17, 2018
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2017-18 ILLINOIS FALL ARCHERY TURKEY SEASON
from the IDNR Division of Wildlife Resources

Illinois Fall Archery Wild Turkey Season Summary: Hunters in Illinois harvested a preliminary statewide total of 688 wild turkeys during the 2017-18 Fall
Archery Turkey Season. The 2017-18 total compares with the statewide turkey harvest of 506 in 2016-17. The season dates were October 1, 2017 – January 14,
2018, and all 102 counties were open for hunting. The top counties for fall archery wild turkey harvest this season were Jefferson (25), Cass (21), Fulton (21), Knox
(17), and Rock Island (17).
County
Adams
Alexander
Bond
Boone
Brown
Bureau
Calhoun
Carroll
Cass
Champaign
Christian
Clark
Clay
Clinton
Coles
Crawford
Cumberland
DeWitt
Edgar
Edwards
Effingham
Fayette
Ford
Franklin
Fulton
Gallatin
Greene
Grundy
Hamilton
Hancock
Hardin

2016
12
1
6
5
5
5
3
9
13
2
7
6
1
3
3
8
1
2
4
0
3
7
1
14
11
1
4
3
5
8
1

2017
12
4
4
1
9
12
9
6
21
4
5
9
11
12
6
5
3
2
0
1
7
11
1
6
21
1
3
2
7
14
2

Henderson
Henry
Iroquois
Jackson
Jasper
Jefferson
Jersey
JoDaviess
Johnson
Kankakee
Kendall
Knox
Lake
LaSalle
Lawrence
Lee
Livingston
Logan
Macon
Macoupin
Madison
Marion
Marshall
Mason
Massac
McDonough
McHenry
McLean
Menard
Mercer
Monroe
Montgomery

3
6
5
5
8
5
4
16
6
2
2
8
3
9
4
5
0
1
3
6
3
7
7
9
5
7
12
7
5
8
4
10

9
8
1
9
6
25
4
15
7
2
3
17
1
6
4
11
2
2
5
8
13
15
4
10
4
5
7
5
4
6
7
2

Morgan
Moultrie
Ogle
Peoria
Perry
Piatt
Pike
Pope
Pulaski
Putnam
Randolph
Richland
Rock Island
Saline
Sangamon
Schuyler
Scott
Shelby

4
1
9
9
2
2
10
4
1
3
8
1
13
3
9
11
0
2

5
1
14
13
9
0
13
9
1
3
5
3
17
4
13
12
4
7

St. Clair
Stark
Stephenson
Tazewell
Union
Vermilion
Wabash
Warren
Washington
Wayne
White
Whiteside
Will
Williamson
Winnebago
Woodford
Grand Total

3
0
7
5
6
2
0
2
1
10
4
8
6
7
7
7
506

9
1
8
5
10
12
1
2
4
14
2
7
12
11
10
9
688

Sure, we have seed that grows corn and soybeans.
But, we also have some that grow antlers.
You’ve always turned to your local FS Member cooperative for the expert advice and
help in managing your farm’s resources. But you may not have realized that when it
comes to managing the wildlife resources on your farm, we can help there too.
The fact is your local FS Member Cooperative carries a full line of seed for improving
wildlife forage on your land. Including annual and perennial mixes from Mossy
Oak®, Biologic®, and the Whitetail Institute of North America specially formulated
to provide better nutrition and more protein to grow bigger, healthier animals. So,
if your game is deer or wild turkey, your local FS Member Cooperative has the seed
and the epertise to help you make the most of your willdlife resources.

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106

Reagsguideservice@gmail.com

www.centralilcrappieguide.com

Fulton, FS, Inc.

Lewistown Office 309-547-2896
Ipava Office 309-753-9253

Wildlife solutions from The Natural Resource
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WHICH RIFLESCOPE FOR COYOTES
IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
By Mark Kayser

WHICH IS IT: KISS OR BALLISTIC BOOST?
You’ll find two schools of thought
when you talk riflescopes among predator
hunters. One group stands solidly behind the
K.I.S.S. mindset of “keep it simple, stupid!”
The second group embraces the ballistic
technology available to the average hunter.
Ballistic reticles, hotrod calibers and rifles that
shoot dime-sized groups excite that bunch.
If a new predator riflescope is in your
future, you might be waffling between these
two groups. Although riflescope prices have
dropped, even simple scopes with quality
optics can set you back. If you have questions,
consider these pros and cons attached to
each riflescope group.
K.I.S.S. SCOPES
PROS: Simplicity has to lead the pros for
a KISS riflescope. A single, crosshair reticle
with average magnification covers most
shots to 300 yards without much thought
depending on the caliber. When a coyote or
fox runs into range you plant the crosshair
and the rifle goes BOOM.
Next to consider is cost. Face it. When
you add on vehicle options the price goes up.
The same is true of a riflescope. Sophisticated
reticles, MOA/MRAD adjustments and added
magnification all drive the price of a riflescope
up. A simple scope is simply cheaper.
And all those things, plus many others
create mechanisms and parts that may break.
Fewer working parts generally equals fewer
breakdowns.
CONS: A KISS riflescope is speedy
when close shots are the norm, but it can
hamper long-range shots — a definite con.
You won’t have the reticle technology to help
so you’ll have to hold over and estimate.
A cheaper riflescope often arrives with
less magnification due to cost. Instead of
being able to zoom in with 12X or more you
may have to look at a dot and that is your
coyote target.
Finally, a KISS scope usually comes with
a simple reticle. You won’t have ballistic help
when you look through the riflescope and
newer models even included lighted reticles
for low-light predator shooting. You definitely
won’t have MOA/MRAD click options to dial
in an exact range.
BALLISTIC-BOOST SCOPES
PROS: Of course, the top reason to
spend more and embrace technology is to
increase your long-range accuracy. If you
spend the right amount of money and learn

the system, there’s no reason not to
be able to dump coyotes at 500 yards
or even further.
Ample magnification comes with
newer ballistic scopes. You’ll be able
to zoom a coyote up to 20 power or
more. That boosts confidence and
helps you on super long shots to Both scope styles have their pros and cons.
The author used a ballistic-boost scope to
pinpoint shot placement.
bag this coyote.
Finally, a real pro is having many
can be a rugged adventure and hard on your
reticle options. You’ll be able to choose from
equipment. One bang too many and your
several on the same model, plus embrace
windage hash marks to plant a bullet
scope could show the damage in a miss.
perfectly.
My most recent addition to my predator
rig is a Nikon Black X1000 6-24×50 riflescope in
CONS: Yep, cost is a real con of a more
MOA configuration. It’s quite an upgrade for
advanced riflescope. Some models may be
me and it has definitely slowed my shooting
double or triple the cost of a basic riflescope
on long-range shots, but it has also made
and some could even cost as much as your rifle.
Time consumption in ranging and dialing
my Bergara B-14 HMR a coyote tack driver at
long range. I seldom shoot beyond 200 yards
in a target is another con to be considered.
due to terrain obstacles, but I surprised myself
There’s no KISS when shooting long range.
on a 430-yard shot the other day and am ready
Nevertheless, with practice comes speed so
for another. Which riflescope school works for
don’t be a Grinch yet.
you? Only you can answer that, but the new
Lastly, with the addition of more parts
technology is definitely an attraction.
and technology you have to be ready for
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
the occasional breakdown. Predator hunting
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CONCEALMENT
GAME BLINDS

Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1955 CR. 1700 E. Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”
We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as
NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Hunt’s Gun
Getaway

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990
thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
• HUNTING - FISHING
• CAMPING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES
• NEW & USED FIREARMS
• BRADLEY SMOKERS
• FFL TRANSFERS
• HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

205 East Main St., Knoxville, IL 61448
life@greatoutdoors3.comcastbiz.net

309.388.0159

TERRY HOWARTER

DENISE SHEPHERD

These Blinds & our Cabin
have been developed with
input from hunters like you.
Miller’s will customize your
Blind or Cabin with many
more options you may need.
Call for more info.
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and everything all
at once. Writing a
book in her yellow
corner office looking
down to the overgrown jungle her
grandfather’s garden
had become in her
care. She used to
clean the cat box
by simply scooping
By A.K. Thompson
the clay out of the
Those of you who have been voyeurs
second story bathroom window. Who
to my life for the last 7 years know I have
does that?
gone through many changes, lived a
For the past 4 years I have enjoyed
few different places, and undergone a
being alone perhaps above all else,
metamorphosis more like Kafka’s novella
and now it is time to face the music.
than that of an endearing butterfly. The
Aloneness is my only option now. It is
incarnation of myself now makes me
what keeps me sane, and I am speaking
miss who I was circa 2008 something
plainly when I tell you this. You see, if
awful. I think back on those days more
I am to be perfectly honest with myself
like reading a book or watching a film
and you, dear reader, I must confess that
than actually recalling my own life. That
the girl I miss is the BiPolar A.K. This
girl is like a stranger to me – she is vastly
“Erin” person, the heavily medicated
more fascinating than I find myself today,
sane version of myself I find quite boring
fiercely independent (which I still am, but
and predictable.
not allowed to be) – she has the trappings
Social interaction makes me
of celebrity in her actions, her devilincredibly tired. Too much stimulation
may-care attitude – she was nothing
makes me want to rip my hair out. I

DIE VERWANDLUNG

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS
OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS

Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad
Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics

FULL TIME OUTFITTER FOR 31 YEARS!
OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY
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scream in my car. I beat my fists against
walls and floors and I slam doors. I throw
things across rooms. I curse myself near
daily. “What the F is wrong with you,
A.K.?! Jesus Christ!” I know all this
sounds crazy, but it is actually my minds
way of dealing with reality. I do not like
reality – my brains’ natural ebb and flow
is manic, and I get stuck constantly – on
recurring thoughts, and worries plague my
waking hours. In the morning, no matter
how good I feel, I simply cannot wait to be
back home, alone, in my pajamas with the
dogs sleeping on the floor.
I once cleaned for a couple, and the
husband, who was a former professor
and dear friend of mine—a brilliant
man who suffered a stroke some years
back told me he would love to live in
a black house. The notion of that… A
Black House, gave me chills. Here was
someone who understood how it feels
to not want to bother with the outside
world – for all the people to keep their
bullshit to themselves, and leave me
alone. Painted black, black curtains, no
one sees in, and no one sees out. People
who have been in any of the houses I’ve
called home know this to be true. The

only reason I opened my curtains this
morning was so the plants can do their
photosynthesis thing and not die.
However, and it’s a big HOWEVER,
if you were to see me at my job, at the
grocery store, any place public, you
would never know I have these other
issues. I smile nearly all the time, I laugh
easily. I make quick-witted jokes and
observations. I am polite and courteous
– dare I say I am fun?! I am a naturally
happy and positive person. But, this
strange dichotomy is who I am – the
reason I am so tired and desire to be
alone is because it is so tiresome to be
that outgoing and social for the balance
of a day.
I don’t expect anyone to understand
who has not experienced this – BiPolar is
this odd ball monkey on the back – this
entity that demands you to be happy one
month, and irritable and depressed the
next. With well-managed medication, I
am caught in a permanent no-man’s land.
Between these worlds of happiness and
sadness, both healthy emotions, lies this
lonesome ground of constantly being
frustrated. Too far one way or the other
makes me suspicious. I used to be in

MIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…
www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp
Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Members Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

With Purchase
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love with the notion of love, now I view
marriage as a prison, relationships as
sinking ships. Risk taking is no longer
on the table – I get panicky just thinking
about having one drink somewhere and
driving home or going on a date. Just
tons of emotions and impulses that do
not occur to me anymore – like cast off
shells on a beach— my feelings lay
abandon.
A lot of people with BP will go off
their medications for these exact reasons
– they need to feel again, experience
genuine passion again, or they think,
‘Hey I’ve got my life under control now
so I don’t need these pills anymore.’ It is
not a wild notion – it is a perfectly honest
response to feeling dead inside. Can you
blame them? But the mania sets back in
again, and horrible decisions are made,
and life is ruined once more. Having BP is
literal Hell – you’re damned if you do and
you’re damned if you don’t.
But there is one thing that helps –
being honest with myself about it, and
having this little ritual called writing.
My brain works like clockwork when I
am pounding out words on a keyboard.
My fingers can’t keep up with my brain,
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where most days she races before me,
leaving me exhausted, bent over, heaving
in a wake of dust and sprayed gravel. We
all must change, and it is not all good, but
it is never done with, so there remains
hope, and that’s enough for us to hang
our hat on some days I reckon. Amen.
A.K. Thompson is curator of The
Dillon Home Museum in Sterling, IL, a
fiction writer and teacher who makes
her home in northern Illinoisan. She
holds a Master’s Degree in Writing
and Consciousness from the New
College of California, and an MFA in
Creative Writing from Southern Illinois
University. She has served as an
Assistant Editor for the Crab Orchard
Review.  Her work has appeared
in STORY Magazine, Surreal South
-- An Anthology of Short Fiction and
Poetry, The Smoking Poet, and The
Chiron Review among others. Friend
Dirt Church on Facebook! Email A.K.:
akdirtchurch@gmail.com

Galesburg Historical Society
Chocolate Festival Feb. 10 – 11, 2018

Rootabaga Jazz Festival
April 6-8, 2018

Carl Sandburg Days
April 26-28, 2018

Semi Truck Cruise In
June 16, 2018

Nathan, Mike, Lucas, and dad Rick Joseph of East Peoria on their
annual Christmas Eve pheasant hunt. Thanks to Mike O’Bryan
with REMAX Traders Unlimited for sharing the photo.
Call Mike at 309-687-5069 for all of your commercial needs.
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Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

NORFORK LAKE IN FEBRUARY

February on Norfork Lake is the
transition month to the start of spring
fishing. February is usually our coldest
month of the year. The early part of
February the stripers are still feeding but
can be difficult to locate. Last February we
had very warm weather and the stripers
moved shallow and we caught them for
several weeks until it turned cold again,
and we lost them. On Norfork it’s all about
the bait when the water turns very cold we
will have a shad die off and its hard to get
the stripers to feed on live bait when there
is thousands of dead shad in the water. The
die off lasts just a few weeks then we will
start seeing some southerly winds which
arrive in late February. The water warms
fast and the stripers, crappie, bass and
walleye all start their spawning migration.
Once the water stays in the fifties the shad

will move into the creeks to begin their
spawn which triggers the fish to move up
from the deep water and start heavy spring
feeding. The major creek arms of Norfork
Lake are Pigeon, Bennett’s Bayou, Big
Creek, and Brushy Creek. Float and Panther
Creeks will hold fish, but they are short and
the fish move in and out too fast to stay
consistent. The major fishing patterns for
Norfork Lake are:
Stripers: I present shiners and
threadfin shad using down lines with 3
oz weights set right above the shad in the
lake. If we get several warm days with
a southern wind the stripers will move
shallow because the shad will be moving
to the warmer waters. This will be brief
until we can get consistent warm weather.
Crappie: The crappie will be in
schools roaming the main channel and

flats and in all the major
creek arms. Depending
on how fast the lake
warms you can expect
to catch crappies in
stained shallow water
and on the flats. The
best technique is spider
rigging, slow trolling
with minnows, and
jigs. If the bite is slow,
move up to the stained
shallows and probe the
brush piles. Remember
to look for the stain
water with brush piles.
You will catch the most
crappies there if they
have moved off the flat.
Bass: The Norfork
Lake bass will be
holding on the buffs
and channel edges
waiting for the warm
water.
Crankbaits,
jigs,
worms,
and
spinnerbaits will catch
some good size fish
this time of year. If you
can get a strong south

This ad paid for by combination of private and state matching funds
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wind you will find the bass up on the flats
chasing shad in late afternoons. It is one
of my favorite times of year for bass. My
personal preference are spinner baits
either chartreuse and white during the
day or if its low light a black skirt with 1”
or 3” black curly tail. Really if you’re into
bass fishing you will be able to catch bass
on any presentation. Look for the warmest
stain water or find a creek arm where the
wind has been pounding the shore you
will find bass ready to take your lure.

Walleye: The walleye will begin
their pre-spawn cycle in February. The
best place to catch them using live bait
is from Calamity Beach to the U.S.160
bridge. There are long stain water flats
which hold the fish plus some deep holes
from Bryant Creek up to the Udall boat
ramp. The best baits are shiners and night
crawlers on worm harnesses, slow trolled
using your trolling motor. Another great
method is night fishing using rogues. You
may catch a striper but if you target the
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pea gravel banks you should zero in on
the walleye. Remember to reel slowly and
keep changing your colors until you can
find what they want.
Tom & Sean Reynolds guide out of
Tracy Ferry Marina; you can reach
him at www.stroutfitters.com,
870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

STR Outfitters

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!
2018 LUNDS IN STOCK

1625 FURY XL TILLER/SS W/MERC 50 4S
1650 REBEL SS/TILLER W/ MERC 90 4S
1775 IMPACT SS W/MERC 115 4S
1875 IMPACT SS/XS W/ MERC 150 4S
1975 PRO V SPORT LOADED DEMO MODEL!
1875 CROSSOVER XS W/MERC 150 4/S
3 MODELS PREDATORS
** TOTAL (14) 2018 MODELS IN STOCK**

IMAGINE . . .

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com

877.246.7896

YOUR PHOTO HERE!

These memories will last a lifetime ....

LET US RIG YOUR BOAT WITH
THE LATEST ELECTRONICS!

CONSIGNMENT BOATS WANTED

LUND Impact 1875

Bulk Oil Refill Deals!
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

110 4-H Park Rd.
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com
DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731
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OUTDOOR
CONNECTION
By
Gerald
A.
Sampen,
O.C.
Salesman

5 Star Lodge, Gourmet Meals, Exceptional
Bird Bunting, Also Black Bear, Elk, &
Mule Deer (IDF1/IDH3)
IDH3: Welcome
One of North America’s most versatile,
Orvis endorsed, outdoor hunting and fishing
lodge. We are nestled in North Central Idaho’s
Lawyer Creek Canyon. Our ranch holds
exclusive outfitter rights to over 740,000 acres
of the Nez Perce and Clearwater National
Forests in North Central Idaho. Join us in the
ultimate outdoor and wilderness adventure
for wing shooting, fishing, big game hunting
and retreats! Three Rivers country lies in the
heart of Idaho where the Lochsa, Selway,
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REMEMBER: Outdoor Connection offers fishing, hunting and outdoor adventures over a large part of the world. We
book virtually any size group or party; from a single moose or bear hunter, a family fishing trip, an Alaskan yacht
cruise for 10, corporate group trips, incentive trips, conventions and trips to help for fundraising. We pre-inspect
all trips, lodges, outfitters and resorts prior to accepting their representation to our long list of quality adventures.
We represent over 300 lodges and outfitters for your hunting, fishing, and outdoor pleasure and remember if we
represent them we’ve been there. - Gerald A. Sampen (OC Salesman)

LOOKING FOR HUNTING, FISHING, ADVENTURE
& BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY? GO TO IDAHO!
and Clearwater rivers have carved their paths
through a landscape of extraordinary beauty.
It’s the classic rugged terrain of the Northern
Rockies—steep-sided slopes blanketed with
thick forests, vast brush fields and alpine
meadows; a mosaic habitat created in the
early part of the century by catastrophic fires.
With exclusive outfitting rights to over
740,000 acres of the Nez Perce and Clearwater
National Forests, we offer a complete big
game hunting program. Big game adventures
include hunting elk, whitetail, mule deer, black
bear, turkey, moose, cougar and bobcat. Being
strategically located close to the base of the
Bitterroot Wilderness, many of our hunting trips
originate from our lodge. Others are conducted
from one of our many backcountry campsites.
This is rugged country, so bring your desire and

lots of will power; we’ll add our expertise to the
pursuit of your coveted trophy.
Mule Deer & Whitetail: To even the
casual observer, this appears to be exceptional
habitat for Idaho’s prized big game animals
— including Whitetail and Mule Deer. These
herds are near historic highs on a statewide
basis. Ranch Hunting- On the Ranch alone, the
Idaho Fish and Game Department estimates
over 700 whitetail and mule deer roam the
4,200 acre ranch. Since we harvest no more
than ten bucks per season off the ranch, these
hunts sell out each year — so book early!
Idaho’s Three Rivers Bear & Turkey:
We offer back country and lodge black bear
hunts. With 2 ½ bears per square mile, many
of our guests enjoy multiple opportunities

to harvest an American Black Bear from the
beautiful Idaho forests. Colors range from
blond, cinnamon, and reddish chocolate to
black. In the spring, you can combine your black
bear hunt with a turkey hunt as well. These
combination hunts are conducted from our lodge
where you will enjoy the rustic elegance of our
14,000 square foot lodge and all its amenities.
Populations of the Merriam subspecies—now
prevalent throughout North Central Idaho—
have grown dramatically here on the ranch and
two-bird limits are now in effect. Whether your
desire is a straight turkey hunt or a bear/turkey
combination, our ranch is sure to satisfy.
Cougar: Cougars are hunted with hounds
during winter months when the big cats may
be taken by rifle, pistol or bow. Hunting begins

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS
Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583

hicksforguns@gmail.com • www.HicksforGuns.com

Sales Rep: Gerald Sampen • 217-376-3873
Agent: Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • jmontgomery@jamig.com www.

MontysOutdoorConnection.com
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early in the year in the higher elevations; as
winter progresses, we follow the cats to lower
elevations as they pursue a more concentrated
prey base. Because populations of mountain
lion are so plentiful, each hunter is allowed
to harvest two cats throughout most of our
territory. We provide two guides to each hunter
for seven full days of hunting as you pursue your
trophy cat. Nothing in the outdoors compares
to the superior disdain in the eyes of a cougar
as his gaze catches yours. Every outdoorsman
should meet that look, and we are the best at
providing you with that opportunity.
Wing shooting: Our wing shooting
adventures include 3 DAY/4 NIGHT and 2
DAY/3 NIGHT packages, as well as a Cast-andBlast package combining two days of wing
shooting with one day of steelhead fishing
in a single great package. Upland species
commonly found on our ranch are hungarian
partridge, chukar, pheasant, blue and ruffed
grouse, and valley quail. Guests hunt over our
German Shorthairs and English Pointers, the
pride and joy of the operation.
Our hunting areas are accessed by
customized vehicles. Each outing is a
personalized experience providing plenty
of shooting with no bag limits. Our rate per

person includes shells for each hunter, as well
as one round of championship sporting clays
(time permitting).
Cast-and-Blast
Arrive: Saturday
Hunt/Fish: Sunday—Monday—Tuesday
Depart: Wednesday. We are also an Orvis
endorsed wing shooting lodge offering both
wing shooting and steelhead fishing adventures
from August 15 through April 15. Our Castand-Blast package combines two days of wing
shooting with one day of steelhead fishing in
one great package. Upland species commonly
found on here include Hungarian partridge,
chukar, pheasant, blue and ruffed grouse, and
valley quail. Guests hunt over our German
shorthairs and English pointers— the pride and
joy of the operation. We also welcome the wing
shooter’s own dogs into the field. Our rate per
person includes shells for each hunter, as well
as one round of championship sporting clays
(time permitting). Includes: four nights of luxury
lodging in our lodge; all meals and beverages
(including cocktails); professional guides; dogs;
local airport transfers; shotgun shells; packaging
of game meat and fish; and any equipment
needed. Not included: taxes, preserve license

($12.75), non-resident fishing license ($82.00),
shipping expenses, and gratuity.
Wing shooting
Hunt I Arrive: Wednesday
Hunt: Thursday—Friday—Saturday
Depart: Sunday. With five species of upland
game birds to shoot, your hunt will cover a
wide variety of game bird habitat. Walk the
timbered ridges and brushy draws of the
canyon sides where elusive ruffed and blue
grouse await the adventurous wing shooter.
Find yourself in the upland pastures, where
a good mix of pheasant, Hungarian partridge,
and quail challenge your shooting abilities.
Your guide may have you pursuing chukar
on the open slopes and rocky hillsides of the
Ranch, or scouring the valley floor for abundant
pheasant, and large coveys of Huns.
Wing shooting
Hunt II Arrive: Saturday
Hunt: Sunday—Monday—Tuesday
Depart: Wednesday. We’re proud to offer
only the best dogs for your hunt, and currently
kennel a variety of pointers with nationally
recognized lineage. Our German shorthaired
pointer line boasts seven-time National
Champion and Hall of Fame inductee, Ehrlicher
Abe. Our Elhew-bred English pointers—
several of which are direct descendants of
National Champion Elhew Snakefoot—are
what we believe to be the finest shooting dogs
available. Wing shooters arriving Saturday

Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
LICENSED & INSURED

715-558-8732

fish4walleye53716@yahoo.com
Find us on

Discounts as big as a house.
Or condo. Or apartment.
See just how big your savings could be.
Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars when you put all
your policies together under our State Farm® roof.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

statefarm.com®
623 E. Jackson, Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

Alan Thompson, Agent

will be shuttled to a local motel for lodging (if
necessary) following dinner on Saturday night
(just ten minutes from the lodge). Our lodge
will provide a Sunday morning shuttle back to
the lodge in time for breakfast.
Two-Day Wingshooting
Arrive: Sunday
Hunt: Monday—Tuesday
Depart: Wednesday. A healthy habitat is
critical to providing quality game birds and
challenging shooting opportunities. Any
farming activity at our ranch is performed solely
to provide abundant food and cover for game
birds—facilitating growth and reproduction.
Through proper habitat management,
augmented populations, and the extreme
natural boundaries of Lawyer Canyon, we
offer truly unique mixed-bird shooting in one
location. Cast-and-Blast Arrive Saturday; Hunt/
Fish: Sunday-Tuesday; Depart Wednesday. The
Ranch is also an Orvis Endorsed Fly-Fishing
Lodge offering fishing adventures from July
through April. Strategically located near the
Clearwater River, a nationally recognized
steelhead fishery, we cater to the avid flyfisherman who lives for the thrill of landing
that 12 to 22 pound steelhead trout with a fly.
Power boats and drift boats equipped with bait
hookups are also available. Our cast-and-blast
package combines two days of wing shooting
with one day of steelhead fishing. Both seasons
run from August 15th through April 15th.
Big Game Hunting: Three Rivers country

Illinois State Rifle
Association Academy
Women’s Only Basic Pistol Class
February 3, 2018
8:00 am - 4:30 pm

On the Chippewa Flowage

DeanosGuideService.com
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Location:

Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club
21228 N. Yankee Ln.
Chillicothe, IL 61523

Cost: $125.00
Lunch is provided

What you will learn:
• The fundamental rules of safe firearms handling and operation
• The fundamentals of firearm and ammunition identification and selection
• Basic shooting techniques
• Shooting range safety
• Firearms cleaning, maintenance and safe storage
• Selecting a pistol
Name:______________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________________ State:____________Zip:________________
Phone:_________________________________ Email:_________________________________
Check/MO_______________ Visa________ MC________ Amex_________Dis_________
Card Number:_________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date:______________ Signature:______________________________________________
Note: This class covers all of the State of Illinois Requirements for Day One of the 16 Hour Illinois
Concealed Carry Course. Students seeking an Illinois Concealed Carry License may use the certificate
issued for successful completion of the Introduction to Shooting Pistol Class as Proof of Prior Training for
Day Two of the Illinois Concealed Carry Training.
Please mail, fax or email application and payment by January 26, 2018 to:
renee@isra.org
Illinois State Rifle Association
Phone: 815-635-3198
Academy
Fax: 815-635-3723
PO Box 637, Chatsworth, IL 60921
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lies in the heart of Idaho where the Lochsa,
Selway and Clearwater rivers have carved their
paths through a landscape of extraordinary
beauty. It is the classic rugged terrain of
the Northern Rockies — steep-sided slopes
blanketed with thick forests, vast brush fields
and alpine meadows; a mosaic habitat created
in the early part of the century by catastrophic
fires. To even the casual observer, this appears
to be exceptional habitat for Idaho’s prized big
game animals — including the American Black
Bear, mule deer, whitetail deer and mountain
lion (more commonly known as cougar).
Black Bear: Our three rivers bear hunt
is a 5 day/6 night adventures and include
accommodations for whitetail and mule deer
backcountry hunting ranch hunting. The Idaho
Fish and Game Department estimates over 700
whitetail and mule deer roam our 4,200 acres.
Since we harvest no more than ten bucks per
season off our ranch, these hunts sell out each
year — so book early! Deer Hunting October
10—November 20 5 day or 8 day Deer Hunting
Adventures.
Cougar (Mountain Lion): Cougars are
hunted with hounds during winter months
when the big cats may be taken by rifle, pistol
or bow. Hunting begins early in the year in
the higher elevations; as winter progresses,
we follow the cats to lower elevations as
they pursue a more concentrated prey base.
Because populations of mountain lion are so
plentiful, each hunter is allowed to harvest

two cats throughout most of our territory. This
lodge provides two guides to each hunter for
seven full days of hunting as you pursue your
trophy cat. Nothing in the outdoors compares
to the superior disdain in the eyes of a cougar
as his gaze catches yours. Every outdoorsman
should meet that look, and we are the best at
providing you with that opportunity.
The cougar hunting season is November
21—March 31, trips are typically 7 day/8
nights. The mountain lion hunting adventure
(April - August) can include ranch activities
such as horseback riding. The Lawyer Creek
Canyon encompasses six miles of extraordinary
beauty! Lewis and Clark left their horses here
in the Canyon with Twisted Hair and Broken
Arm, Nez Perce Indians, before they took to the
river in canoes to paddle to the mouth of the
Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean. When
they returned here to Broken Arm’s lodge, they
camped for three days on the lower flat, staying
in Indian tipis. The canyon is named for Chief
Lawyer, Twisted Hair’s son.
The Lodge: Guests stay in our
spectacular lodge. Every detail of the guests’
stay has been considered. The lodge features
private rooms with private baths. Common
areas such as the great room, bar and dining
rooms are warm and comfortable, a tribute to
western elegance. Every guestroom has patio
access with sweeping views of Lawyer Creek
Canyon and the crystal-clear northern Idaho
sky. The lodge captures the pioneer spirit of

the west while providing all the comforts of a
world-class lodge. 14,000 sq. ft. lodge with 14
luxury rooms, trophy room, lounge and billiard
room, and our sauna / jacuzzi offer scenic
views of Lawyer Creek Canyon.
Hunter Safety Certificate: Please be
sure all hunting members of your party have the
proper documents to insure your Idaho Hunting
License and Tags. You will need to provide:
• Mailing Address & Phone Number
• Social Security Number
• Date of Birth
•Height & Weight
• Eye & Hair Color
• Hunter Safety Certificate (If born after 1975)
Idaho Fish and Game regulations state that:
“No (firearms) hunting license shall be issued
to a person born after January 1, 1975, unless
the person has previously held a valid hunting
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license in this or another state or unless such
person presents to the Department of Fish
and Game or one of its authorized license
vendors, a certificate of completion in hunter
education issued by the department under
the hunter education program or proof that
he holds the equivalent of such a certificate
obtained either in Idaho or from an authorized
agency or association of another state.” The
regulations also state that: “On and after
January 1, 1994, no person shall be issued an
archery permit unless that person presents to
the department a certificate of completion in
archery education issued by the department,
or proof that such person holds the equivalent
of such a certificate obtained either in Idaho
or from an authorized agency or association in
another state, or proof that such person has
previously held a valid archery permit in Idaho
or another state.”

If you are interested in any of the adventures featured in this article
or in any of the other adventures that Outdoor Connection offers give us a call.
These adventures make excellent gifts for high school and
college graduations, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, fund raisers
and Christmas. TIME TO BOOK NOW!
Your Outdoor Connection Salesman:
Gerald Sampen • 27 N. Bennett St. Apt. 202 Geneva, IL 60134 • 217-376-3873
Your Outdoor Connection Agent:
Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • Email: jmontgomery@jamig.com
www.MontysOutdoorConnection.com

WATERFRONT RESTAURANT & BAR
Located at Mile Marker 159 on the IL River
Winter Hours: Open 11am Tues - Sun

Meatsaws • Grinders • Stuffers • Freezer Paper
Jerky & Summer Sausage Seasonings • Casings
Anything & Everything for Home Deer Processing

SHIPWRECK
MARY $10
Bloody Mary with
Lunch on Top!

SAT & SUN ONLY
Like us on Facebook!
Find Daily Specials & Events!
www.kuchies.com

579 Wesley Rd • Creve Coeur, IL

309-427-3000

WE HAVE IT IN ALL STORE LOCATIONS!
ILLINOIS: Macomb, Monmouth, Canton, Galesburg, Kewanee
IOWA: West Burlington

WWW.FARMKING.COM

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!
$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS
2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029
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ANGELS AMONG US
by Diana Storrs

There really are angels, the human
variety and the celestial. The day I met
both types started out as usual, except
on this day I had decided to take Rozwell
on her daily walk through the alley
rather than out the front door. This is a
special treat for her and always a great
adventure, closer to nature than the
tame neighborhood sidewalks. Rozwell
is our seventy-five pound Rottweiler mix
rescue. She is the joy of our lives and the
nemesis of every dog in the neighborhood.
Rozwell’s hobby is barking vociferously
through our backyard fence at every
passerby- with or without a dog in tow.
We have a “Beware of Dog” sign posted
on the fence, but many a dog walker and

West IL Rt. 16
Shelbyville, IL

their dogs have been frightened by the
sudden, threatening, barking assault from
behind our fence.
I opened the back door which leads
into the garage. That door must always
be closed when the garage door is open,
for the safety of anyone walking in the
alley. The alley connects with a large park
with well-kept paths. The beauty of this
for us is the easy access for jogging, bike
riding and dog walking. The downside is
that it also provides the same access for
every dog owner in the neighborhood. It
was well-used. Roz is to wait patiently
behind the closed door until I bring her
out. This time, I carelessly did not pull the
door completely shut before I opened the
garage door.
My plan on this sunny morning was
to scout the alley, and if the coast was
clear, to bring Roz out on leash for a walk.
As it turned out, the coast was not clear
and Rozwell was not behind the door. As
I made my way down the three steps into
the garage, I saw a smooth, black figure
jump effortlessly off the landing and with

217.774.5050

OPEN HOUSE!
MARCH
2 & 3, 2018

a casual, jaunty step, head for the wide
open spaces of the back alley. When my
initial shocked paralysis passed, I ran. At
the threshold of the garage Roz took off at
a mad sprint. I was right behind her when
I saw why she was in such a great hurry. A
few yards away stood a familiar neighbor
with his two dogs on leash.
Wise dog owner that he is, he had
stopped the moment he saw Rozwell.
This was rapidly turning into my worst
nightmare. Roz’s guardian angel sighed
and rolled her eyes; mine shrugged and
shook her head. They then grabbed each
other’s hand and were instantly at the
scene of the possible carnage, with me in
hot pursuit, shouting for Ben. Each angel
spread her wings in front of the threatened
dogs.
One was a large male of some Mastiff
breed. To his credit, he just sat quietly and
watched Roz. The other, a small, shaggy
guy was in a barking frenzy, yapping
ferociously, as little dogs who think they
are large, often do. . Between my shouts
for Ben, I called calmly to Roz. “Good girl!

Here’s a treat! Good girl, Roz!” I may as
well have been talking to myself. The
scene became a frozen tableau, Roz nose
to nose with the bigger dog, ignoring the
little one. The besieged owner had one
leg extended towards Roz, not with the
intension of kicking her, just ready.
Here is the situation: Ben’s office is
on the other side of the house from the
garage. He normally worked at that time
of the day. Thankfully, he had not yet gone
out. Rozwell is not “socialized” with other
dogs. This is a polite way of saying that
she acts as though she wants to eat every
dog in sight. With her size and attitude,

13950 IL Rt 29 • 2 miles south of Pekin, IL

www.WatkinsMarine.com • 309-348-3072
Pontoons

(FRIDAY & SATURDAY)
Lowe offer good now
through March 31, 2018.

2018 Stinger 175 Camo +
Lots of Colors In Stock!

2018 Stinger 195

Customer Service Index #1 at Watkins Marine for ‘08, ’09, ’10 & ‘12!
“We service all Mercury and
Mercruiser motors under factory
warranty, no matter where you bought
it, plus most brands of outboards!”

Master Technician w/Fast Service
We’ll get you back on the water in no time!”

CONSIGNMENT BOATS
WANTED!

2018 LOWE STINGERS IN STOCK!

www.SixteenMarine.com

Authorized Mercury Dealer - See us for the BEST PRICES!
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she certainly gives the appearance of being perfectly able
and willing to do so. Ben, being the alpha in our pack,
can control Rozwell. I obviously, cannot. This neighbor
knows Rozwell. Everyone in the neighborhood, including
the mailman and the UPS man, all know Rozwell. Let’s us
just say that her reputation precedes her.
Those guardian angels earned their keep that day.
There was no blood shed, no warning growls, no lunging
at throats. Miraculously, Ben had heard me and came up
just as I grabbed Roz’s collar. As Ben led her back to the
house, she was just as happy as could be, pleased with
herself and the beautiful day. The angels wiped their
brows and departed to have a cup of coffee or jasmine

tea or whatever angels drink to relax. I turned to the dog
owner and introduced myself. He gave me his name and
said, “Oh, yes. I know Roz! I talk to her every day through
your fence when we walk by!” I apologized profusely, but
he shrugged it off. Somehow he knew Rozwell would not
hurt his dogs. I was introduced to the two dogs, neither of
whom was interested in the treats I offered, but accepted
a few grateful pats.
I learned several things that day: I can shout louder
than I ever thought possible, Rozwell is not a killer at
heart, and there are angels among us; some disguised as
wonderful, understanding people - like our kind neighbor.
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Catquiver Mini
Smallest of the 9 Catquiver
models, Mini to VII.5.

USA MADE

CHANGE FOR COMMERCIAL
LICENSES/PERMITS

Change for Commercial Licenses/Permits-A recent law became effective that consolidated
the majority of IDNR commercial licenses/permits to one end date (March 31). Due to the
change, IDNR will be selling 2018 Illinois hunting/trapping/fishing licenses beginning on
March 1, instead of selling them beginning in mid-January. The 2018 licenses will be valid
through March 31, 2019. Thank you for your patience while we make this transition.

Shaggie Ghilli

LCBUJ Bowhunter Long Coat.
Comes with face mask and
boonie hood. Available in
4 Season Jeriflage, Spring,
Fall and Snow models.

EMAil for CAtAlog
• jerry@ranchosafari.com •
MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR
FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!
To view more of Rancho Safari’s
products, scan this code to access
our website.

760 789-2094

WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated
Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL
Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884
WaltsGarage@centurytel.net

309.353.AUTO
(309.353.2886)

D & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM,
COPPER, IRON & TIN
TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

051717

www.ranchosafari.com
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And Auctions!

WINDOW TREATMENT IDEAS:
DRAPES VS. CURTAINS, SHADES
VS. BLINDS, AND BEYOND

By Jeanne Sager

Need window treatment ideas for
your home? If you aren’t sure about
the difference between drapes and
curtains or shades and blinds, we’ve got
your back! This rundown of various types
of window treatments will give you the
inside track. Because despite its light and
fluffy connotations, “window dressing”
can have a dramatic impact on a room,

and not just in terms of decor.
“Window treatments often serve as a
way to provide privacy for those inside the
building, while also helping to control the
levels of natural light,” explains Christine
Burdick, owner and lead designer
at Christine Burdick Design in Burlington,
VT. “Window treatments can also help
with the cooling or insulating of a room.”

Tremont Office
134 S. Sampson St.
Tremont, IL 61568

To help you figure out which type of window treatment is best for you, check out the
various styles below, and the pros and cons of each.
Window treatment ideas: Shades vs. blinds
Shades are soft panels of fabric that are attached to a frame. They come in various lengths,
widths, fabrics, and textures, and a cord is used to manipulate them up and down.

309 - 925 - 2121

We finance
outdoor
adventure!

Hopedale Office
115 NW Main St.
Hopedale, IL 61747
309 - 449 - 3393

New Holland Office
109 W. Lincoln St.
New Holland, IL 62671
217 - 445 - 2211

More Service.
More Sales.

EAST FORK GUNS & COLLECTIBLES CO.
“OLD WEST SHOW & AUCTION”
MARCH 8-9-10, 2018
Lolli Bros. Livestock Mkt. Inc. Showroom…
Viewing starts at 7am each morning!
We are accepting consignments for this Auction NOW!
THURS. 9am: HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS, ANTIQUES
& COLLECTIBLES, MILITARY Nazi, bayonets, swords
& more.
FRI. 9am: WESTERN COLLECTIBLES - 150 old
saddles.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY • $114,900
212 S. SAMPSON STREET • TREMONT, IL
•A multi-purpose main
street office building in
excellent condition
• Downtown Business District
• 1757 sq ft office space
• Central Air
• Brick Frontage

• City Sewer
• City Water
• Metal Roof
• 7x16 Storage area with
shelving
• Excellent Visibility
• Immediate availability

150 S Main St. • Morton, IL 61550

Vance

MARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com
Each office independently
owned and operated

SAT. 8am: Ammo & Bayonets. Followed by GUNS,
including pre-1898 & early cowboy lever action, Colt
pistols, Winchester,Sharps, Springfield,
PLUS all classic & modern guns.
ALL FFL REQUIREMENTS APPLY!

EXOTIC TAXIDERMY AUCTION
APRIL 11-12-13-14, 2018 • CONSIGN NOW!
704 Main St. • Macon, MO
660-385-2516
www.LolliBros.com
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If you’re looking for shades, you’ll
find lots of options. Roman shades will
pleat when drawn up, while balloon
shades jut out, providing a puffy
appearance. Tie shades must be tied on
each end to remain up.
“Shades fit into the window frame,
not above the frame like curtains or
drapes,” says Dawn Stafford, interior
designer and CEO of Gathering Souls in
Washington, DC.
“To allow light, the shade must
be lifted entirely,” Stafford notes. That
means if you need privacy, you’ll have to
sacrifice natural light in the process.
Blinds, on the other hand, are
window treatments that open and close
with a cord. Unlike shades, they’re not
made from one piece of material. Instead,
blinds have louvers or slats, which open
and close. This lets in light but can help
maintain privacy at the same time.
Blinds tend to be made of wood, vinyl,
bamboo, or aluminum, and they come in
a variety of sizes to fit various windows.
Another consideration: The size of the
slats in the blinds. Typically you’ll find
half-inch or 1-inch miniblinds, and 2-inch
slats called Venetian blinds, which are a
bit more durable.

Window treatment ideas:
Curtains vs. drapes
Curtains are one of the most popular
types of window treatments on the
market. Typically sold in pairs, these
panels come in a variety of colors, fabrics,
and sizes, and they can be installed alone
or over blinds or shades. Curtains hang
from curtain rods, which are installed with
supports above or beside the window
frame. They usually have tabs at the top,
through which a homeowner can feed the
curtain rod.
Drapes are often confused with
curtains, but the two are slightly different,
Stafford says. “While drapes are also
fabric panels, drapes are lined, and
typically the lining blocks incoming light,
which makes them perfect to use in
bedrooms,” she says. “Draperies most
often are the length of the top of the
window to the floor and many times allow
for a puddling effect.”
Another difference? “Drapes are
usually custom-made in luxury fabrics to fit
exact window specifications,” according
to Stafford, and they tend to have more
of a formal appearance than your garden
variety curtain.

Window treatment ideas:
How to pick a window treatment
Choosing the right window treatment
for your home tends to come down to
function, says Jessica Weigley, cofounder and designer at design firm Síol in
San Francisco.
Weigley suggests asking yourself the
following questions before deciding on a
window treatment:
• How much light or view do you want to

buyafarm.com

Wayne Keller, Managing Broker • 618-407-1679
Jamie Keller, Broker • 618-713-7677

400 ACRES IN WHITE COUNTY ILLINOIS • $1,975 PER ACRE
Welcome to “Booner” County
200 acres of Timber and 200 acres of Bottomland grass fields.
4 Established Food Plots
Wabash Rivers Lays to the North, East and South
6 Boone & Crocket Bucks have been harvested.
The highest scoring was 196 Gross that netted 184,
The other 5 ranged from 171 to 178.
This property is hunted by two people 14 times per year. Great management
program with only 5 year old bucks or older are taken. Buck to doe ration is 2:1

HUNTING FARM WITH 4 LAKES
$2,963 PER ACRE
143 +- wooded acres and 59 acres
that contain lakes.
Large clover field overlooking newest lake.
Large number of deer and great genetics
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allow through?
• Does it also need to insulate or dampen
sound?
•
What do the window trims, ceiling,
and nearby walls allow in terms of
mounting?
• Do you want the windows to disappear
or be a focal point for the room?
• How does it create a composition with
other aspects of the room?
Here’s which type of window
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SHOOT FOR THE CURE
FUNDRAISER - MARCH 21, 2018
AT PEORIA SKEET AND TRAP CLUB

treatment is right for you based on your
objectives:
To let in light but maintain
privacy: Blinds allow light in, but without
sacrificing privacy.
To block out light: Drapes, with
their added layer, block out light and are
thus popular for bedrooms. They can also
insulate against heat and cold.
To
make
a
decor
statement: Curtains tend to come in

fabrics with patterns and colors that make
them a focal point, and they can be used
to cover up blinds or shades that are less
aesthetically pleasing.
To
save
money
and
maintenance: For homeowners with a
tight budget, roller shades are often the
least expensive option, Burdick says.
Depending on the size of a window, roller
shades run from $20 to $100, and the flat
surface makes them easy to clean.

ABOUT THE CAUSE
Over the past years, Skeet & Trap Club has
been host to Shoot for the Cure, raising
more than $46,000 for the Susan G Komen
Memorial Affiliate, an organization that has
made a huge difference in our community
providing financial support for breast cancer
screenings, treatment, education, outreach
and research. This year we are hosting a
new Komen fund raising event – Paint Nite.
Don’t worry we will still be hosting Shoot
for the Cure in May 2018!

Hinkle, will guide you and your friends
through two hours of painting, drinking,
snacking and laughing ‘til your cheeks
hurt. The best part? You don’t have to be
an artist to have an amazing time. Join us
at Peoria Skeet and Trap Club, Wednesday,
March 21st. Doors will open at 6:15 pm. It’s
a BYOB event, we’ll supply the snacks and
non-alcoholic beverages. We ask that you
arrive by 6:30 pm so everyone can be ready
for painting by 7:00 pm. Guaranteed to be a
fun filled night for all!

ABOUT THIS EVENT
Many of you are familiar with Paint Nite
events, but did you know that they have
helped raise over $3.5 million fundraising
dollars through fundraising events like ours
in March? Join us as we raise our glasses,
paint brushes and funds for a worthy
cause! When you buy a ticket to this event,
$15 will be donated to the Susan G Komen
Memorial Affiliate. Local artist, Lianna

FIREARMS & SPORTING EQUIPMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH, 2018 AT 9:00AM SHARP!
(BLIZZARD DATE: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH)

DOORS OPEN AT 7:00AM
LOCATION: PERFORMANCE AUCTION PARK, 2007 SE 3RD ST, ALEDO, IL
PREVIEW DATES: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH FROM 9:00AM – 5:00PM
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH FROM 9:00AM – 5:00PM
SELLING IN CATALOG ORDER- GUNS SELL FIRST, SO BE ON TIME!

DALE JONES AUCTION FACILITY

Performance Auction Park, 2007 SE 3rd St. • Aledo, IL

(309) 582-SOLD (7653)
dale@soldatjones.com • www.soldatjones.com
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The

3-27-18
Terra Haute, Indiana

Over 5,000 acres sells at Auction!
West Central Indiana Land

Also offering...

3-6-18
3-29-18

Over

1,000 head of cattle sells!

Carthage Livestock Inc, Carthage, Illinois

ALL Machinery & Equipment sells!
at the farm Universal, Indiana

For more information on these offerings....
Mark Krieger 812.239.5102
Jame Krieger 812.208.0956
Anna Krieger 269.470.7553
Peter Krieger 812.208.5224

Monte Lowderman 309.255.0110
Jack Lowderman 309.255.0330

Cody Loderman 309.313.2171
Shane Ryan 309.371.7490
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DOES SHOOTING COYOTES
AFFECT DEER POPULATIONS?
By David Hart

THERE’S MORE TO PREDATOR
CONTROL THAN PICKING OFF THE
OCCASIONAL COYOTE.
It may be deer season, but for many
of us, it’s always predator season. So we
gladly thump every coyote that walks past
our deer stand in the name of predator
control. Why not? Science has shown
that coyotes take a heavy toll on whitetail
fawns. At least one study found that
coyotes can eat as many as 75 percent of
the fawns born in a single spring and deer
populations are declining in some parts
of the country, possibly as a result of an
increase in coyote numbers.
It’s only fitting that we do our part
to maintain a healthy deer herd. But are
we actually helping? Does shooting the
random coyote during deer or elk or duck
season have much of an impact on next
year’s fawn or rabbit or quail crop?There’s
no question a dead coyote won’t eat
anymore fawns or small game. And a

single coyote can eat a lot of fawns. But
the predator-prey equation is much more
complicated than that.
The truth is, what you do in the deer
woods in December will have little impact
on coyote numbers or fawn predation next
spring. In fact, shooting the occasional
coyote just might do more harm than
good, says Mississippi State University
assistant professor Dr. Marcus Lashley.
“A number of studies have shown
that the alpha female is very good at
defending her territory and keeping other
coyotes away. If you kill her, others will
move in and fight over the territory. You
may actually end up with more coyotes
than you had to begin with,” he says.
Shooting one or two may not help, but
what if every deer hunter on the landscape
was plugging every coyote he saw? That
still won’t do much, says Lashley. He
points to a ground-breaking study that
took place on a large government facility
in South Carolina. It lasted three years and
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examined the impact
of coyote removal
on fawn survival.
Paid, professional
trappers
caught
hundreds of coyotes
over the course of
the study. Fawn
survival did increase
the first year, but
it fell to about the
same level prior
Conservation is an important job of predator hunters,
to the trapping
but
it takes a sustained effort to reduce coyote numbers.
efforts and then
rose
somewhat
the third year. A number of other studies
Other studies have shown similar things.”
showed similar results: Killing coyotes
Besides, coyotes are very skilled
may or may not actually improve whitetail
at staying unseen, especially in the
fawn survival.
east where thick woods and dense
“The average hunter or recreational
undergrowth provide excellent cover. You
trapper might get a few per season or
may see a few every deer season, but you
even several right before fawning season,
are likely just seeing a small fraction of
but coyotes are extremely mobile and
what’s out there.
very good at filling a vacuum. If you catch
Shooting all you see still won’t put
one or a dozen on your land, others will
a dent in their numbers, at least not
just move in and take their place,” says
over the long-term. Coyotes also have an
Lashley, who participated in at least
innate ability to compensate for lower
a half-dozen coyote-related research
populations by producing larger litters.
projects. “A coyote in one of my studies
continued on page 114
moved hundreds of miles in a month.

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214

27249 N. Heather Road, Ellisville, IL $699,900

Beautifully restored 3 bed/2.5 bath farmhouse, 1984 Sq. Ft.
80 +/- Acres with breathtaking scenic views of Turkey Creek
Hunters Paradise! Turkey and Deer are abundant.
Spring fed pond- 30-35’ deep. In the last 5 hunting seasons,
170 & 150 class bucks have been harvested with extremely light
hunting pressure. Over 20 Bedding areas including switchgrass
& CRP. 15 Acre food plot, young apple trees. Many brush piles
for small game. This is a must see.

The New Face of Real Estate in Fulton County
and all of West-Central, IL
Now located in the heart of Canton
130 N. Main St, Canton , IL 61520

(309)647-8811 • www.RhoadesRealtors.com

(618) 559-5082 www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

6TH ANNUAL SPORTING GOODS
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
APRIL 7, 2018 AT 9:00 AM
WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS • 810 EAST HOLZHAUER DRIVE • NASHVILLE IL 62263
ACCEPTING ITEMS UNTIL FRIDAY APRIL 6, 2018

We will be accepting consignments of archery items, ammunition, fishing
tackle, Knives, guns, decoys, boats, ATV’s, UTV’s, trapping equipment, arrowheads,
gun safes, and various types of hunting items. Baseball, softball, volleyball,
football, Golf, and other sports relative items also accepted.
Jim Lehde
IL License #441.001704
618-559-5082

AUCTIONEERS:
Cowboy Kolweier
IL License # 441.001530
618-3142917

Steve Ehinger
IL License #441.001981
618-304-8737

February 2018

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

107

ANNIE’S CONKLIN CORNER
Winter is here! With a blast of sub 0
temperatures. There was White Christmas
here in our area and we haven’t had a
White Christmas for 7 years. Even though
we missed out as we were in Florida for
Christmas and we were watching the
Christmas parade and it felt good to find
a place in the shade. It almost seems like
make believe when it is so warm, but the
true meaning of Christmas is not in the
decorations or the weather. The truth is
Jesus was born in Bethlehem and came to
earth for us poor humans. So, the place to
think on these things as recorded
In Luke 2 doesn’t matter as much
where we are as how we celebrate. We
started home from Florida Jan 3 was quite
a difference to the sub 0 temperatures.
Harry & Cathy Canterbury were only
about an hour away from us so we got to
spend the day with them. Got a good visit
at their home which we enjoyed so much.
Is always a pleasure to be around people
“Who have been there and done that?”
Their Beautiful home is evidence that
things don’t just happen. A lot of hard work
goes into places like that!
We are Blessed, we had our family
Christmas here this last weekend. With
our family and 24 grandchildren there were
no boring moments. Some of the youngest
stayed for the night. They were going
strong before daylight. They played several
games before some of the older ones were
up. What an enjoyable time.
Peanut Butter Candy Cookies
Makes 4 ½ Cookies
1C. Brown Sugar
½ C. Granulated Sugar
½ C. Softened Butter
½ C. Vegetable Shortening
2 Eggs
1 ½ tsp Vanilla
3 C. Flour (all purpose)
1 ½ C. Corn Flakes
1 tsp Baking Soda
¼ tsp Salt
1 pkg (8oz.) Peanut Butter Pieces
½ C. Chopped Honey Roasted Peanuts
Combine Sugars, Butters, add Eggs (beat well
until light and fluffy) and Vanilla, and mix then
add Flour, Corn Flakes, Soda, and Salt stir in
Peanut Butter Pieces and Peanuts.
Grease Cookie Sheets, drop dough by
heaping teaspoons 2” apart. Bake @ 350
for 10 -12 mins. or until light Brown. Cool
before storing. Enjoy!

In the Canvas Shop we aren’t as
busy as in the summer time but this is the
time of the year when we try to catch up
and do things which we can’t do in the
summertime when we’re extremely busy.
On the Conklin side we are getting ready
to go to National Convention Conklin’s
Biggest event of the year from Feb. 1st - 3rd
in Branson Mo. (Call me today to make a
reservation.) The theme this year is “Build
your Business” Higher- Faster- Stronger. If
you are young and need a good career and
Business, Conklin may be for you! If you
are retired and need a challenge and extra
income, Conklin may be for you! Check us
out on the 2018 Conklin Website on www.
conklin.com/2018nc.
Wishing you all a Happy and Blessed 2018!
Come see us at the Central Il. Outdoor
Expo Feb. 9-10 at Otto Center ½ Mile
South of Arthur IL.
See us there in the Conklin Booth
or Otto’s Canvas Booth.

142 S. Main St. | Morton, IL 61550

SHANNON GAUNT

Crown Realty LLC • Morton
REALTOR®
(m) 309-256-5265
shannongaunt@crownrealty.com

22272 Hirstein Road, Morton, IL 61550
$575,000

• Gorgeous Custom Built Ranch
• 19 Wooded Acres. Very Rare Find
• Long Driveway Lined with Trees
• 4 Bedroom - 3 Full Bathrooms
• 3 Fireplaces
• Finished Walkout Basement with Full Kitchen
• Incredible Stone Lanscaping
• 3 Season Room with Wooded View
• Large Swim Spa
• 10 Acres in Alfalfa Cash Crop & Large Pasture out Front. Perfect for Horses
• 28x32 Garage

0 Bloomington Rd,
East Peoria $168,000

Melvin & Annie Otto

1749 State Hwy 133
Arthur, IL 61911
Otto’s Canvas: 217-543-3007
Conklin: 217-543-5197
www.Conklin.com
16500 Cherokee, Cuba

• 19 acres
• Excellent Build Site in East Peoria
• 2/3 Cleared, Level & Wooded

15398 Kenabeck Trail, Cuba

73 Laurel Dr., Canton

BEAUTIFUL Lake Wee-Ma-Tuk!
Surround Deck + Panoramic
Lake View on All Levels, 4 BR-4.5 BA,
finished walk-out lower level, Peninsula
w/Oversized Floating Dock w/24’
Pontoon, Jet Ski Dock &
Motorized Boat lift… $565,000

Canton Landmark Now Available!
Classic Custom Built, 4 BR-2.5 BA,
Walkout lower level,
Atriums+Greenhouse,
Gorgeous Private Patio overlooking
a Park-Like Setting &
Shared Pond..$299,000

Lake Wee-Ma-Tuk!
Updated 2-3 Bdrm Lake front Ranch, Close
to Golf Course, Updated KIT., Motivated
Sellers-Make An Offer! …$79,900

Susie McMillen
REALTOR®
O: (309) 687-5000
C: (309) 338-2900
SusieMcMillen.com

3622 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61603
Each office independently owned and operated.
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By Ed DeVries

NEW PRODUCTS FOR 2018
Bowfishing may still be a couple
months away but there is much for
Bowfishers to be excited about thanks
to the annual release of new bowfishing
products.
RPM Bowfishing has released a
new lever bow for 2018, the Striker.
The Striker is a no cam lever bow
selling for $499, about $400 less than
its competition but every bit as good.
Lever bows have long been a favorite of
Bowfishers thanks to their snap shooting
ability and smooth power.
A new reel mfgr has also hit the
market with the Megamouth spinning
reel. The Megamouth is a spinning reel
designed specifically for bowfishing. It’s
spool is always in free spool so there
are no push buttons to hit before the
shot. The reel in engaged by pulling
back a t handle after the shot when you
reel. It also includes a 4 to 1 gear ratio
and an oversized handle that brings in

28in of line per crank. While it’s the
most expensive reel on the market at
$299 it does also include a built in reel
seat, shoot thru rod and rail assembly
for mounting lights or cameras. The
gears and other internal parts are made
of heavy duty brass and stainless steel
and should last for many years.
AMS Bowfishing has several new
items lined up for 2018. One of the most
interesting is a bow mounted light that
is adjustable from 5 to 900 lumens. Bow
mounted lights are all you really need
for Asian carp shooting and actually
one of the best ways to to hunt big
heads. The batteries on the new light
are rechargeable and include a charger
and USB cable. The battery actually has
a USB port on it. But the best feature

NEW FOR 2018

Glazba Tungsten Jig

Rattlin’ R.P.M

• Diamond “Nose” for Attraction
• Super Sharp Hook at 30 degrees
• Long Shank- great with plastic

CALL FOR A FREE CATALOG

1-800-831-5535 • CUSTOMJIGS.COM
Great Family Fun ... in the Heart of the Ozarks!
• Various Types of Lodging, Tent or RV Camping
• Canoes, Kayaks, Rafts or Innertubes
• Scenic Trailrides and Hayrides
• BBQ Dinners, Buffet Breakfast, Pizza and Wings
970 E. Hwy 8 • Steelville, MO 65565

1-800-367-4516
573-786-8412
www.huzzahvalley.com

GORSUCH AUCTION CO.
www.gorsuchauction.com
ONLINE GUN & COIN AUCTION
Starting end of February or 1st of March
1001 S 4th Canton IL 61520

Have Consignments in as soon as possible
to get in on the ONLINE BIDDING!
We have sold & shipped items all over the Country
and also the Country of France.

Its time for our Gun and Coin Online Auction.
Time to Consign. Wanting Guns & Guns
All Firearms handled by FFL
Online Auction: You can bid on an item(s) from your
Smart Phone, Ipad, Tablet, Computer or stop by the Auction House and Leave an
absentee bid or use our Computer to Bid. We help guide you thru the process.
VERY EASY!!
Terms & Conditions will be posted on WEBSITE
Get your consignment in NOW

GORSUCH
AUCTION CO.
1001 S 4TH CANTON IL 61520 • 309-338-3711

CURTIS GORSUCH: AUCTIONEER IL LIC. #441.000718; PH. 309-338-3711
DEAN GIBSON CANTON IL LIC# 441.001611; PH. 309-224-1942
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of the light is its new Switch. The
switch is a dual switch that includes a
momentary contact and a on off button.
AMS also has some new points, and a
new enclosed roller rest.
Muzzy Bowfishing is now offering
a new compound bow. This is a great
starter bowl and a complete combo kit
that includes bow, real, line, rest and
arrow will only cost you around $300.
It’ll be a great mode and get you started
bowfishing if you’re a compound shooter.
You can get more info or order
bowfishing gear at Bowfishing Extreme

www.bowfishingextreme.com
TWO BIG SHOOTS FOR 2018!
This year the BAI will be holding 2
world class shoots, the Illinois Bowfishing
and Youth Bowfishing Championships will
be held July 28th & 29th on the Illinois
River out of starved rock state park. This
shoot has grown to be one of the biggest
in the land with great prizes for every
legal fish species. And new this year is
the Innerloc Illinois Open June 30th held
out of the Illinois State Fairgrounds in
Springfield. This is a trailering shoot and
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all public waters are open. There is a min guaranteed $5000 payout that will surely
grow higher as the shoot gets closer. Get more info on these shoots and everything
bowfishing at our Facebook page or email baibowfishing@yahoo.com.

Pekin Firearms Frenzy
60 Gun Super Raffle
Sat. May 19, 2018
Tickets go on sale soon!

Tickets must be bought in advance at
Big R Stores in Pekin, Washington,
Pontiac, Gibson City & Watseka...
For updates check online at
www.ducks.org/illinois/events

Stropes Real Estate and Investments, LLC
Residential, Commercial and Property Management

Are you tired of managing your rental properties?
We take care of it for you.
We currently manage 350+ apartment units
for various owners.
Call for all your
Auction Needs

Call us at 309-347-7151
or 309-347-0047
or
Email us at stropesrealestate@omnilec.com
www.stropesrealestate.com

Specializing in Estate,
Antique &
Sportsman Auctions

Email: stropesrealestate@omnilec.com • StropesRealEstate.com

17055 E. 1825th St.
Bushnell, IL 61422
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A REAL BB PISTOL
In the past BB guns, were just that,
and looked like BB guns. These days it is
difficult to tell at a distance and without
them being fired. Umarex has several
such models, but one that is so real that
police departments are using it in house
for training, is the S&W M&P 40.
I’ve been fortunate enough to be able
to try out this S&W BB pistol, which uses
C02 cartridges. The cartridges are part
of the realism in that they load into the
magazine, creating weight to resemble a
fully loaded “powder burning” S&W.
Loading the cartridge is one of the

downsides of this gun. You have to use
a separate wrench that is provided, rather
than having a built in tightening screw
like many other Umarex models, including
the Beretta, which will be another review.
Two things provide a problem with this
style of magazine – the wrench having to
be stored somewhere, and the cap, which
can be cross threaded, and is sometimes
difficult to get lined up properly once the
cartridge is inserted.
While on the subject of the magazine,
it will hold 15 rounds, which is the second
problem. They are somewhat difficult to

As can be seen here, the Hornady Black Diamond BBs were slightly better
than the Umarex Steel with having a few more shots in the black center dot.
load, in that the follower has to be held
down to about halfway of the magazine
to have access to the loading port. A
strong thumbnail is a must for this task,
as the follower will not lock down as with
Umarex’s stick magazine found in other
models. Having a spare magazine would
be nice, but this means that both have to
have a C02 cartridge loaded.

I’ve used five brands of BBs in this
gun, but recommend two - the Hornady
Black Diamond and Umarex Steel. Both of
these performed about equal, with a very
slight edge going to the Black Diamond.
Velocity is in the 300 fps range. With
that I would recommend not planning on a
lot of center shots past 10 yards, although
I did get a few in the center at 15 yards.

16200 HENDERSON LANE, MACKINAW, IL 61755 - $488,000

Property Overview - Want to live in the country, yet close to town? This beautiful lake front home is perfect!! Secluded Arts & Crafts Home on
Lake Mitchel with 300 feet of lake shoreline. Long, private lane that leads up to a stunning 3,354 square foot home sitting on 2.38 acres.
Absolutely impeccable and breathtaking views of lake from every angle! Excellent fishing on this stocked fishing lake. Screen-in porch, 2 fireplaces,
kitchen is a chef ’s dream with quarter sawn oak cupboards, granite, double conv. oven and exceptional pantry. Appliances and washer and dryer
are included. Dressing room, jetted tub, walk-in closets. Spacious bedrooms. 9 Ft. high and vaulted ceilings. Mudroom, pantry & patio.
Carpet, hardwood & slate flooring. Fenced-in area with deck for pets or small children. This home is a must see!

Keith & Lori Schmidgall
16200 Henderson Lane • Mackinaw, IL 61755 • Phone 309-369-7016 Or 309-256-2938
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The best range is the 5 to 7 yard line, but
I prefer the 7 and 10. Of course if you are
just plinking then center shots aren’t that
important.
In regards to the operation of this
model it is great. You slide the full size
magazine in place, which has a normal
release button, and load the first round by
pulling back the all-metal slide as with the
real pistol. It even has a teardown release
where the slide can be removed, and slide
lock back as in the actual S&W M&P40.
Even the blowback is harder than many
airguns, and stays open after the final
round is fired, as with the real one. This
even adds a bit of a recoil.
A drawback to the realistic blowback
is that the C02 is used up quickly. Only
about 3 to perhaps 4 full magazines can be
fired on a single cartridge, and by the last
one shots are pretty weak and falling low
on the target.
As for the C02 cartridge, I recommend
the Umarex High-Grade, and using a drop
of RWS oil on the tip of the cartridge.
This drop of pellet oil does two things –
provides a better seal, and lubricates the
barrel and chamber area when fired.
The overall weight of the gun
definitely adds to the realism, as does the
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C02 cartridges are loaded into the
magazine rather than the gun, and
have to be fastened in with a metal
cap that is tightened with a separate
wrench, which means finding a
place to store it so it won’t get lost.
three-dot sight system (rear fixed, front
adjustable for windage). At this point
it should be noted that I did not have to
adjust the sight for windage, but did
have to learn where to place the sight on
elevation, which was slightly upward.
It also has an amdexterous thumb
safety lever, and rail for mounting
accessories like a light or laser sight.
There are three different rubberized
grips that come with the gun so that you
can customize it to fit your hand from
small to large. This feature is a great plus
for many shooters.
While there are a few cons on this

A close look at the Umarex S&W
M&P40 shows how realistic this
gun is with all the same working
features as the powder burner, such
as takedown lever; slide lock, safety
and magazine release button.
model, as previously mentioned, it is still
a very nice overall shooter. The realism
makes this a great gun for training
someone to use a real “powder burner”,
not to mention to use for practice without
burning up a lot of expensive ammo. It
will even fit a standard holster.
Coming in at around $107 it isn’t the
cheapest BB gun, but pick one up and you
can see why, as the quality is definitely
there, not to mention all the features
and metal found in this unit. As with
everything you can find cheaper pricing
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The follower on the magazine must be
pulled down and held in place while
loading BBs in a small center hole.
at different dealers and online. I’ve seen
them on sale for as low as $65, but are
normally found in the $80 to $95 range.
If you want a “real BB pistol”, and can
fit it into the budget, then by all means take
a serious look at the Umarex S&W M&P40.
To check out on the features, and
some of the other realistic Umarex models
visit the website at www.umarexusa.com.
Until next time, shoot safe and have a
great day of plinking.
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ICE BASS
Fishing for the larger game fish, such
as bass, through the ice, many times is
thought of in conjunction with tip-ups
and using something like a minnow for
bait. My method is more towards the
panfish method of light jigging rods and
ultra light spinning or straight-line reels.
Frabill Jiggler rod/reel combos have also
been used.
Line pound test is stepped up slightly
from my normal choice of 3 and 4 pound
test for bluegill and crappie. For bass I
will use 6 pound test Magna Thin.
While I’ve caught a lot of bass on

number 10 Ratfinkee jigs, tipped with
a wax worm or Power Crappie Nibble, I
would rather use something a bit larger.
My first choices are Custom Jigs & Spins’
Pro-Glow Slender Spoon, RPM Minnow
and Striper Special.
The Slender Spoon and RPM Minnow
are used without “tipping”, and the
Striper Special is used with or without.
I experiment to see the mood of the fish.
When they are more aggressive they
tend to hit a lure without being tipped.
At that time if the Striper Special is used
it is normally used in the same manner as
a jigging spoon is in open water, with a
lift and drop and not being tipped.
For tipping I will use a wax worm, Power

QUALITY FIREARMS AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 31 AT 9:00 AM
CONSIGN NOW to take advantage of our
nationwide advertising and to ensure a good sale
position. This will be firearms only auction with some
various ammo & a few gun accessories...

CONTACT: WILL SULLIVAN:

OFFICE: (217) 743-5200 OR CELL: (217) 242-4503

Kitchen Knives • Hunting Knives • Skinning Knives
Pocket Knives • German Style Scissors • Cleavers
Axes • Swords • Repair Broken Tips

620-635-0292
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A Slender Spooned fished along a deep weed edge helped produce this nice bass.

Wiggler, or Crappie Nibble. Minnows can
also be used, but I prefer to move around
on the ice without the extra weight
and “baggage” of a minnow bucket. If
a minnow is used, a larger number 4
Ratfinkee is the preferred jig, which has
a horizontal presentation rather than
vertical.
It definitely helps to have a flasher
like Vexilar’s FLX series with the ProDucer, multi-color options, zoom and
low power option for shallower water.

The Pro-Ducer gives you the option of
swinging the cone angle from narrow to
wide, which is a great advantage. A large
red line on the flasher, that slowly moves
in and sets for a while, is usually a larger
fish. This is especially true if the smaller
fish flashes have gone, and no more
panfish bites are being felt. While it may
not be that bass have been located, it is a
good bet if this is a lake with bass being
the main predator.
Drop the lure to the depth of the fish
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indication, and give it a quick upward
jerk. Many times the bass will hit on
the fall, or as the lure is first started
upward. In most cases this hit will not
be a bone jarring strike as is many times
experienced in open water. Instead it will
be like a heavy weight, or snag. The line
may pull slowly downward or to the side.
Be ready to play the fish with back reeling
in spinning or reel-and-bow with straightline reels, as a bass can easily cut and
break the line along the edge of the hole.
Once the bass is played to the
surface it is very important to get its nose
into the hole as quickly as possible. This
is the point where many larger fish are
lost. When the head is in the hole it can
easily be lip landed. Don’t use a gaff.
Even during ice season you can practice
CPR (Catch, Photograph and Release).
Bass will hold near drop-offs, ends of
points, creek beds, weed beds and brush
piles, much like in open water season,
only in the deeper area for the most part.
Very often when panfish stop biting, and
disappear from the flasher, it is because
larger fish, such as bass, have moved
into the area. It is at this time I will start
trying my bass methods, and watching
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the Vexilar more closely.
While we may not be able to get
the bass boat into the water, we can still
fish for bass in the winter. It will be a bit
slower than in open water, but can still
be a lot of fun.
Until next time, get out on the water
(or ice), and have a great day of fishing.

Custom Jigs & Spins rotating RPM
minnow has always seemed to work
best on aggressive fish.

Many times when fishing
shallow weed areas for bass
it is time to drop the ice
shelter, pick up the Vexilar,
and start hole hopping, as
what was done when this
bass was caught.

A Custom Jigs & Spins
Slender Spoon

Hoyland Auctions
LARGE TWO DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY APRIL 5TH AT 5:30PM AND
FRIDAY APRIL 6 AT 5:30PM
AUCTION LOCATION- MINIER CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
405 E. STRINGTOWN RD, MINIER, IL

TOY TRACTORS, EQUIPMENT & RELATED ITEMS
SEE MORE DETAILS AND PICTURES AT
WWW.AUCTIONZIP.COM

COUNTY LINE RESTAURANT
1106 SR 78, CHANDLERVILLE, IL

Hoyland Auctions
4882 Delavan Rd, Delavan, IL 61734

309-244-7140 or 309-696-0614
Randy Hoyland #440000419

Popular restaurant/bar with established customers
Located near Sanganois and Jim Edgar Panther Creek hunting areas.
More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff
217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com
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Shooting coyotes . . . continued
Lashley says other furbearers can do the
same thing. Shoot a bunch this year and
they’ll just have more babies in the spring.
That means you’ll have just as many or
even more in the coming seasons.

If you still insist on undertaking some
method of control, focus on trapping.
Hunting is fun and a skilled hunter can
rack up some impressive numbers, but
it can’t produce the numbers of coyotes
that a trap line can. Traps work 24 hours
a day and a good trapper can set dozens
in a day. Even the best hunter can’t cover
as much territory as a good trapper. There
is a reason no scientific study has used
hunters instead of trappers.
Catching a coyote in a trap is difficult
though, even for experienced trappers. It’s
going to be even tougher if you’ve never
set a trap before. Check with your state
trapper’s association for demonstrations or
even a local trapper that might be willing
to show you some basic skills. The worst
thing you can do is educate a coyote. That
just makes them more difficult to catch the
next time they approach a trap.
Make sure it is legal to trap or
hunt outside of established hunting
and trapping seasons. Coyotes are not
protected in most states so they can be
killed all year, but other furbearers have
established closed seasons. You can’t
legally shoot raccoons, bobcats and many
other predators in the spring. A number of
studies have found that bears also take a
high percentage of whitetail fawns.
Once you start working on your coyote
population, you can’t stop, either. As the
cited studies have shown, coyotes are
extremely adept at bouncing back from
population reductions. In order to maintain
lower numbers, you’ll need to trap virtually
all year and for years to come.

WHAT YOU MUST DO
If you are intent on knocking down
coyote numbers to boost deer or small game
numbers on your land, forget plugging the
random predator during deer season and
focus on the fawning season. Removing
coyotes from the landscape in April or May
means there is less time for other coyotes
to move in. Most coyote control efforts in
sheep country, for instance, take place right
before or during the lambing season, for
good reason. That’s when it helps reduce
livestock loss the most.
Just be prepared to put lots of
effort into it. In order to have any impact
on coyote numbers, you’ll need to kill
upwards of 70 percent of the population.
That’s a lot. Few of us have any idea how
many coyotes are out there, but the good
news is that populations are probably not
as high as you think. Whether there is one
coyote per square mile or 10, you’ll still
need to invest lots of effort into it if you
expect the slightest benefit. And you still
might not see any noticeable results.
A study in Georgia examined fawn
survival and coyote populations in
conjunction with coyote removal on two
wildlife management areas. The first
year, trappers removed an estimated 81
percent of the coyotes from one wildlife
management area and a similar number on
GET USED TO THEM
the other. Fawn survival did go up on one
The bottom line? Few of us have
area but they did not improve on the other.
the skills, time or resources to put
The study’s authors concluded, “coyote
enough pressure on predators to make a
control may not achieve management
difference. On top of that, there is little
O-Bryan_December_17_ASO.qxp_Layout
1 11/15/17
1:44 PM
Page
objectives
in some areas.”
evidence
that
you1 can shoot or trap your
Property Available

Mike O’Bryan
(309) 635-8901

Commercial
(309) 687-5069
commercialpeoria.com
3622 N. Knoxville
Peoria, IL 61603

40 Acre Recreational Property
NEW! 2,590 sq. ft. metal building
with living area.
Ideal for deer and turkey hunting.
Near Williamsfield, IL
NEW! 26 acres of timber with
Spoon River
frontage and cabin.
Nichols Road, Green Valley, IL
6 acre home site. $30,000
204 E. Ten Mile Creek Rd. East Peoria, IL.
Hard to find acreage close to town!
12.96 acres. Metamora School District.
South of Trivoli (Peoria County), IL
Hard to find 19 acres near Trivoli.
Ideal remote home site or affordable
tract of hunting ground.

The Most Marketing for Your Property!
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way out of a predator
problem in the first place.
Coyotes are highlyadaptable animals that
have survived decades
of persecution and
control efforts by some
very skilled hunters
and trappers. Even the
federal
government
has attempted to keep
coyotes in check with
little success.
“Hunt them because
they are fun to hunt and
Shooting a random coyote will keep it from
because you can make a
eating other critters, but it doesn’t do much to
few dollars on their pelts,”
the big picture of predator control.
says Lashley. “Don’t
“The more food a coyote has, the
assume you can control them by shooting
more
likely it will eat something else
them through recreational hunting and don’t
besides a fawn,” adds Lashley. “Creating
think you will see more deer or small game
good habitat also means you are making
after you kill a couple of coyotes. If that’s
your land more attractive to deer and
your goal, focus on improving the habitat.”
other wildlife, so you can actually improve
He says studies have found that fawn
deer numbers by improving the habitat.”
survival is higher when they have adequate
Of course, the more food there is, the
cover that makes finding them more
more likely you are to attract coyotes. The
difficult. Overgrown fields, regenerated
only good news is that just means you’ll
clearcuts and other dense cover not only
have more to hunt.
help hide fawns, they grow lots of other
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
birds and small mammals that coyotes eat.

Specializing in
Rural
Properties
with over 40 years of experience!
Call Me for All of Your Real Estate Needs

JOHN GINDER

3622 N. Knoxville Ave,
Peoria, IL 61603
Office 309-687-4802
Cell 309-696-7270

each office independently
owned and operated

February 2018
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NATIONAL CIVIL WAR – MILITARY AND
C.A.D.A. (COLLECTOR ARMS DEALERS
ASSOCIATION) SHOW & SALE

115

Wheaton, IL – April 28, 2018 the DuPage County Fairgrounds (A Chicago Suburb) will host Zurko’s Midwest Promotions – SemiAnnual NATIONAL CIVIL WAR – MILITARY and C.A.D.A. (Collector Arms Dealers Association) Show & Sale Now billed as – THE
“CHICAGO-SHOW”, it is one of the largest and finest for high quality and diversity in the Midwest or anywhere!
Collector’s from the United States, Europe and even Japan will again on this semi-annual event to buy, sell and trade cherished
Historical Artifacts, Vintage Militaria, and a variety of Collector Arms.
Now housed in 2 – buildings with over 400 tables of treasures; THE “CHICAGO-SHOW” offers a wide selection of vintage & collector
guns, medieval to military swords, Bowie knives, Revolutionary War artifacts, Indian & fur trader collectibles, historical autograph and
paintings, rare books, military medals, old bottles, tin types, civil war era jewelry, and much, much more.
Associations will be represented such as, Bowie Knife Collectors Association, Salt Creek Civil War Round Table, Garibaldi Guard,
P.H. Sherman Camp 2, Camp Douglas, Illinois Rifle Association, Pine Valley Club, Submarine Veterans Memorial, Antique Bottle Collector
Association and the NRA-ISRA.
Robert Zurko promoter of this special National Event stated: THE “CHICAGO-SHOW” is ideally located in the Midwest; as
dealers & collectors can easily drive or fly to the show. As the show continues to grow; an additional building will be available for
expansion so dealers do not have to be put on a waiting-list, again!!
The next massive sale is SATURDAY April 28, 2018. Show hours are 9am to 4pm for only $9.00 for BOTH shows. Early buyers can
get in at 8am for $25.00. Collectors are urged to come early, and plan to spend the day as buying is brisk and it takes hours to view
the vast selection of treasures!
For additional information contact: Zurko Midwest Promotions, 115 E. Division St, Shawano, Wisconsin 54166.
Phone 715-526-9769, web-site https://www.chicagocivilwarshow.com/ or  https://www.cadagunshow.com/

LARGE TWO DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY APRIL 5TH AT 5:30PM AND
FRIDAY APRIL 6 AT 5:30PM
AUCTION LOCATION- MINIER CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
405 E. STRINGTOWN RD, MINIER, IL

TOY TRACTORS, EQUIPMENT & RELATED ITEMS
SEE MORE DETAILS AND PICTURES AT WWW.AUCTIONZIP.COM
4882 Delavan Rd, Delavan, IL 61734 • Randy Hoyland #440000419

309-244-7140 or 309-696-0614

TWO GREAT SHOWS!! $1 OFF ADMISSION w/coupon!
N
2018 • SEMI-ANNUAL • 2018
18ATIO
0 C
CHICAGOLAND’S NATIONAL
2 LO
Collector Arms
W
Dealers Association
NE

#234-36

Hoyland Auctions

C.A.D.A.

ARMS SHOW
9am to 4pm / $9
Early Buyer’s 8am / $25 • Free Parking

2058 Old. Rt. 121 • Lincoln, IL 62656
DAY HUNTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
Membership Fees • $200/yr.
Corporate • $1,000/yr.

9am to 4pm / $9
Early Buyer’s 8am / $25 • Free Parking

Zurko Promotions 715-526-9769

DuPage Co. Fairgrounds

DuPage Co. Fairgrounds

W. Manchester • Wheaton, IL 60189

2015 W. Manchester • Wheaton, IL 60189

GUNS - Vintage • Pistols
Rifles • Parts • Military
Knives & Swords • Shotguns • Ammo

Call Greg: 217-871-3500
(217) 642-5895
www.big-oak.com
www.huntingparadise.com
email: hunt@big-oak.com

& MILITARY EXTRAVAGANZA

*Admission price includes
the C.A.D.A. Gun Show!
• 1,000’s of Civil War Treasures • Plus!
Revolutionary War • Spanish-American War
Indian Wars • Mountain Men • Bowie Knife
Fur Traders • AND World Wars I & II Memorabilia
Zurko Promotions 715-526-9769

*Admission price includes
the Civil War & Military Show!

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT & CHUKAR!

CIVIL WAR

www.CADAgunshow.com www.ChicagoCivilWarShow.com

WHEATON, IL WHEATON, IL
2015
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PinkOutdoors.com

WINTRY
PREDATORS
by Keli Van Cleave

In the frigid
temperatures
of
February,
numerous experienced big game hunters turn
their attention to coyote hunting after the elk
and deer seasons conclusion. This is especially
true for my other half as he loves the challenge
of these sharp-witted predators.
He always preaches the importance
to gaining the edge on productive coyote
calling is to get to your spot early and
set up first before calling. If you thought
turkeys or ducks were a challenge to call
in, wait until you try to match the wits
of a coyote. There’s no more suspicious
predator in the West. Every time we set
up to call and nothing shows, he reminds
me we have most likely made a mistake.
If the truth be told, it’s my lack of sitting
motionless in the cold! Coyotes won’t tell
you what your mistake was, and so you
have no choice but to review your strategy
and the necessary adjustments. When you
do it right, you will know it. Sadly, my other
half is more successful with predators
when he doesn’t take me.
We tend to hunt Colorado and
Wyoming for Coyotes for several reasons.
Colorado’s enormous number of national
forest lands makes it a great land mind
for coyote hunting. With cold weather and
higher altitudes, the coyotes seem to be
prime and very hungry. Most of the time,
you can find higher success on animals
that have never been hunted. Not having
to spend large chunks of time asking for
land permission makes a big difference

when it comes to enjoyable short distance
hunting trips, so the BLM and national
forests are a priceless asset.
Wyoming is alleged to be a hunter’s
paradise when it comes to coyotes.
Massive wide-open spaces and plenty
of food and water, the Cowboy State
offers close to 18 million public acres to
hunt on. Night hunting is legal on private
land in Wyoming. Lots of reflective eyes

to concentrate on as coyotes are usually more active and do their own hunting at night.
Hunting Coyotes under the cover of darkness is an exciting way to take this predator.
Most predator hunting success out west comes down to a couple things: pre-planning,
careful setups, proper calling techniques and accurate shooting. If you are looking for a sporting
challenge during the winter months, give coyote hunting a try.
Don’t forget to log onto either Colorado or Wyoming Game and Fish Websites for
2018 hunting application dates and deadlines. Some big game season applications close in
February. Happy Birthday to my hunting partner for life~

Michaeline Harrison
Broker
Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502
michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

32059 N. IL Hwy 97. Fairview, IL 61432- $350,000

ENJOY COUNTRY LIVING CLOSE TO TOWN
4.2 ACRES WITH MORE AVAILABLE
3 BEDROOM • 3 FULL BATH • 1 PARTIAL BATH
5 CAR GARAGE
2 FIREPLACES • TILE FLOORS
BEAUTIFUL CABINETS WITH ALL APPLIANCES
HARDWOOD FLOORS THROUGHOUT
FORMAL DINING/OFFICE AND LIVINGROOM
CATHEDRAL FAMILY ROOM
CAT-WALK TO REC ROOM
NEW ROOF IN 2011
NEW SIDING, SHUTTERS AND FRONT DOOR IN 2013

Little Dog

FEBRUARY

February 2018

FIREARMS AUCTION

Saturday February 17, 2018 • 10:00 a.m. CST
Held at: American Farm Heritage Museum
(Exit 45 off I-70) Greenville, IL
4 AR 15’s

S
proxibid ee
for online/langham
b
full listin idding,
g
color pho and
tos.

40,000 Rounds 9mm & 22LR

Smith and
Wesson 460

‘49 Ford
Browning Maxus Sporting Clays

4 Winchester Levers 44, 45, 30-30

Antique Colt

03 A3 Unissued Condition

6 Kimbers

Colt British
.455

Case “Guns that
Won the West” Set

MP A10
45 ACP

HOUSE
OPEN M FRIDAY
4-8 P
Twin Flames

3 Engraved
Guns

CZ Scorpion 9mm

Langham Auctioneers, Inc.
Hal, Ty & Nate Langham

S&W 46

S&W
41 Target

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT Nate Langham:
618.292.9412 • Email: nlangham@wisperhome.com
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““e Science of Camouuage”

Manufacturers of Quality
Hardwood Products
• Kiln Dried Lumber
• Flooring
• Trim
• Mulch
•D
 istributors of
Appalachian Doors &
Old World Stair Systems
• T rim Standard &
Custom Made
• Stair Systems & Parts

Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw
Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail
• Hardwood Floors
• Custom Jams Built to
Your Specs
• Kiln Dried or Green
Lumber

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT
26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

www.envisionins.com
300 E. War Memorial
Peoria
309-685-6606

150 B S. Main St.
Morton
309-263-2400

7150 N. University St.
Peoria
309-683-1100

456 E. Main St.
Galesburg
309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives
us strength, wisdom and helps shape
Envision Insurance Group into who we are.
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WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .
Do you own timber around
creeks and/or rivers?
If you do, then you most likely
have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:

• Buyers of standing
timber & cut logs.
• Specializing in walnut
& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.
SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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