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Selling 5,000 acres of West Central Indiana Land at Auction.
The
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Look for the Full Page ad in this issue!

ISRA.org

Check out the Great New ASO Web Site at www.asomagazine.com
See ASO-TV - Sat., March 31 at 5:30pm on WTVP, PBS Ch. 47 & on YouTube.com/ASOMagazine
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1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000

Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

BUY • SELL • TRADE
Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms . . . SAVE MONEY!
Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:
Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles
Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)
Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!

Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BOAT SHOW

62nd Annual

Saturday
and Sunday
MARCH 10 AND

11TH

SUZUKI MAKES
IT EASY AS
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2.
Instant Savings
of up to $800
on select models.
See your dealer
for details.
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1.
Six Years
of Protection
at no extra charge
on all new outboards
25 to 350 HP.

3.
Rates as low as
5.99% on new
Suzuki outboards
(OAC).*

REPOWER
FINANCE

We Have a Fine Selection of New & Quality Pre-Qwned Boats!

The Phowler Boat Company

HEATED SHOWROOM • FINANCING AVAILABLE

GREAT LAKES

1701 Main Avenue, Clinton, Iowa 52732 | 563-242-8969

B1420
OAT COMPANY
Highway 96 North • Hamilton, IL

These are limited time offers. See your participating Suzuki Marine dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com.
SZ_Q1Promo_HlfPG_WIP.indd 1

5 Years of Warranty
Protection on All New
Yamaha Motors!

www.greatlakesboatco.com
12/7/17 11:38 AM

Phone: 1-800-528-2628

Like us on FACEBOOK

BE SURE TO STOP
AND SIGN UP FORBY

FREE

GIVEAWAYS
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#1 IN CATFISHING

visit us at www.seaarkboats.com
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YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.
PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999
With Stereo,
fits 2 people.
Great for
losing weight . . .
melts the
pounds right off!

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor
Savanna, IL
815-273-1150

WORK & FISHING BOATS
Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls
Model Bow • Tunnel Hull
Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL
800-540-3254
J&J Marine
Quincy, IL
217-223-1716
Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL
618-232-1218
Southside Outboard
Paducah, KY
270-443-5626

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!
In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164 • Oquawka, IL 61469
(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

Check out our
IN GROUND,
DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!
ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

AND

OQB MARINE SHOP
1222 Hwy 164 East • Oquawka, IL 61469
Phone: 309-867-2961 • Fax: 309-867-3962
Open: Mon-Fri: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
& Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 Noon

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS
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Zach Nayden from Fulton County
withsome nice slabs through
the Hard Water
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Andy Bugos
309-437-2247
asoandyb@gmail.com
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Canterbury Tales

Being here in Florida for the winter
has been a great. We have been fishing,
boating and just enjoying the weather.
Florida has a lot to offer but in reality, it has
three specific things and those are yearround fishing, golfing and warm weather.
Not being much of a golfer because of bad
shoulders fishing has been my number one
pursuit. When it was 30 below wind chill in

WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES
201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)
Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
Harry & Cathy Canterbury
Harry’s Cell: (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell: (309) 370-6922

Illinois are coldest day was in the mid 40’s
in the morning and warming up to mid-60’s.
Cathy and I God willing, always spend at
least 5 to 6 months in Florida. There was a
time years ago when cold weather was ok
with me but not anymore. We will be back
mid-April or sooner if I hear the mushrooms
are up for I do love them. Last year I was
fortunate to get a few messes thanks to
Andy Bugos.
We live about an hour and a half
from the school shooting that occurred on
Valentine’s Day in Parkland Florida. I as
most people unfortunately have become
somewhat insensitive to these mass
shootings. They happen so often it has
become just a part of today’s culture. This
one hurt watching the parents on TV say
things like they never had a chance at life.
It really breaks your heart to see what the
mentally ill can do to good people. What is
the answer? Well in my opinion and many
others you can only fight fire with fire. Our
kids should not be fearful to go to school, a
safe activity not long ago. Can you imagine
saying goodbye to your son or daughter and
not knowing there may be some sick idiot

who plans on killing
them that day. I won’t
elaborate on this difficult
subject not being a so-called
expert but I’m just a common man with
common sense.
The liberals want to blame the gun for
shootings, but folks don’t blame an auto
when a drunk driver kills someone. Unless
you have a good lawyer!
Another thought is to arm willing
adults in the schools such as administrators,
janitors, teachers and hey how about
having paid or volunteers retired from
the military or police departments who
would gladly participate keeping our most
precious commodity children safe.
Also, these kids with their social media
skills can monitor any threats of violence
about a gun or anything else and report it
to the Police. In this case the shooter was

ASOMagazine.com
ASOMagazine.net
AD CREATION & LAYOUT:
Missy Walker
Production Manager
missywalker1974@gmail.com

Teddy and Dad enjoying the weather

Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Tom and Jan Kelso at Cabbage Key

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month.
Please send only digital media files.
Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible for
any injury received as a result of information or advice given.
Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR
PHOTOS WITH ASO!
Email: asoandyb@gmail.com
READ ASO ONLINE IN
2 DIFFERENT FORMATS!

ASOMagazine.com &
ASOMagazine.net
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

Protect Your Home
Away From Home
Taking the comforts of home with
you on the road is great. Make sure
you’re covered for the unexpected,
before you leave the driveway.

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm
www.MosersShoe.com

15% OFF
ALL RED WINGS!

Style #435
Waterproof
Oil/Slip Resistant

Style #912
6” Leather Upper
Electrical Hazard

3510 West Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria
309-682-2400
82 East Fort Street, Farmington
309-245-2800
www.dempsterinsurance.com

First Duck in Florida

continued on page 8

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant

736 E. War Memorial Dr.
Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS
Serving

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport,
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Breakfast
and
Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.
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Cope Marine
is the Midwest’s
Boating
Headquarters!
Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50
O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Triton 17 TX

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13
Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport

Giant selection of new and
preowned boats in stock…
Great Factory Rebates
& Big Savings!

www.copemarine.com
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
ICE COLD BEER!

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

WATCH ASO TV • Sat. March 31 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47
See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)

or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

$

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!
12 BIG Issues! only $1895

Name____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________State___________________ Zip______________
Phone___________________________________________________________________
Email____________________________________________________________________
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Grandma’s

2. Rinse fish fillets and pat dry. Set them in
a single layer in the prepared baking dish

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

BAKED FISH
WITH LEMON
CREAM
SAUCE

3. In a small bowl, combine melted butter,
lemon juice, garlic, sugar, pepper, and
parsley.

¾ teaspoon paprika
½ teaspoon dried oregano
½ teaspoon dried basil
½ teaspoon ground black pepper
1 tablespoons melted butter
½ teaspoon garlic powder

4. Sprinkle with the breadcrumbs.

1. Preheat oven to 350.

5. Bake at 425 for about 20 minutes or
until fillets are flakey.

2. 
Arrange catfish in a 13”x9” baking
dish, combine parsley, paprika, thyme,
oregano, basil, black pepper in a small
bowl. Sprinkle herb mixture over fish
3. 
Mix lemon juice, butter and garlic
powder in a bowl. Drizzle mixture over
fish.

1 ½ lbs fish
fillets
4 tablespoons
butter
¼ cup heavy
cream
1 clove garlic
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
salt and pepper to taste
1 ½ tablespoons of chopped scallions,
white part only
1 lemon cut into wedges

SIMPLE BAKED FISH
1- 1½ lbs of Bass, Walleye, Crappie or any
mild Fish
4 tablespoons butter melted
3 teaspoons Lemon juice
1 garlic clove minced
1 teaspoon sugar
1 teaspoon pepper
1 tablespoon chopped parsley
½ cup bread crumbs

1. Preheat oven to 390
2. Place fish in a 13” x 9” baking dish
3. 
Place butter, cream, garlic, mustard,
lemon juice, salt and pepper in
microwave proof bowl. Microwave for
two 25 second bursts, stir between,
until melted and smooth

HERB BAKED CATFISH
4-6 ounce catfish fillets
2 tablespoons dried parsley

Citori 725 Field

Maxus

Dura-Touch camo finish, aluminum allow receiver, Lighting
Trigger, Speed Lock Forearm, Power Drive Gas System,
autoloader shotgun

Gloss oil finish, checkered walnut, engraved lowprofile steel receiver, mechanical tripper, Inflex recoil
pad, Invector-DS Chokes, over under shotgun

Citori 725 Trap
A-5

5. Bake for 10-12 minutes, or until fish is fully
cooked. Remove from oven and transfer
fish to serving plates. Spoon sauce over
fish and garnish with lemon wedges

4. Bake in preheated oven until fish is
easily flaked with a fork. Around 20
minutes

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 425. Lightly grease or
spray 13”x9” backing dish.

4. Sprinkle fish with shallots, then pour
sauce over fish

Black Dura-Touch camo, fiber optic front sight, humpback receiver, ergo
balanced, recoil operated kinematic drive, auto loader shotgun

G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile
receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight,
Invector-DS chokes.

M,T,W,F 9am-6pm • SAT 9am-2pm • Closed TH & SUN • Open Anytime By Appt.

Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store
Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND

Gas Pumps Open 24/7!
OPEN:
Weekdays:
4:30am-11pm
Weekends:
4:30am-12am

7

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

309-925-4217

TREMONT OIL COMPANY
“Your Small Town Full Service Station”
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE,
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD
& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS!

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL

309-925-2251 • gibby@dpc.net
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reported to the FBI with no action.
They should have a secure entrance
and exit with metal detectors & cameras
monitoring who comes and goes. There are
a dozen other things we can do to protect
these innocent lives, for going to school
should not be an exercise in survival.
We spend billions on our schools every
year but when you have an idiot like the
one in Florida take 17 lives it’s time to do
something that works. The mass shootings
of children in schools, only happens in the
USA. The entertainment industry makes
billions for movies that kill not a few but
hundreds in one movie. The video game
producers capitalize on mass shootings
in almost all of their games. The list goes
on and on and they wonder what has
happened to our society.
More children are being raised by one
parent than two. And the biggest problem
in my opinion is the absence of God in their
lives. There is no respect for life and that
is sad. It will happen again I just hope the
safe guards that are already in place work
next time. They sure didn’t this time. It’s
time to arm our schools now and fight fire
with fire.
For those of you who know the Teddy
Bear my 100 plus pound lab he is doing
fine since his surgery last June. We walk
every morning and he seems really happy
enjoying the life of leisure. He now is 11
and a half and I feel very fortunate to have
my old hunting partner by my side. His

health is about as good as it could be,
and I have to thank Doctor Dan at Cass
County Veterinarian clinic in Virginia Illinois
again. He saved his life for this old selfish
Duck Hunter who just didn’t want to say
goodbye. There is something special about
old dogs they know you better then you
know yourself. I’m sure you know what I
mean. We will get a checkup when we get
back this spring, maybe Teddy will get to
enjoy another Florida winter.
Here is another Red Nose Memory a
long time ago but not forgotten. I remember
so many bits and pieces about the old duck
club. A lot of the memories of the old club are
fleeting as time goes on. But thankfully there
are still some thoughts that stick with me.
In 1966 a few years after grandpa
died I was starting to learn why my family
were crazy duck hunters in earnest. It took
a while for it to soak in. Hauling wooden
decoys over my shoulder and cutting pin
oaks were just a few of the chores I had
to participate in and for a 12-year-old kid I
wondered why I was there. But found out
later that this was the king of shooting
sports and the beginning of a lifelong
passion that I still have today. I didn’t know
that it would become an obsession and get
worse as time went on. The fun started
later that season and boy was I in for a big
surprise. Big Lake was huge and the old
club across the lake had one of the greatest
rest areas in Illinois. Dad always said you
have to have a place for them to rest or you

don’t have anything. At times there would
be 200,000 mallards resting on that old
club’s refuge the Duck Island Hunting and
Fishing Club. Today it is hunted, and the
state ruined it forever.
Paper shotgun shells were all we
had, and plastic was just coming out. Dad
always shot high brass 7 ½ loads and said
they break both feet and both wings and
are the best loads over decoys you’ll ever
shoot. He was so right but many will argue
that, but those lead shells were hot.
Dad had a new car, but the trunk
leaked, and the case of shells got wet. This
was a real case not the little ones we get
today. A friend of mine Clay Demasters and
I were given the shells. They were swollen,
and we had no idea how we could shoot
them. We headed to Slim Lake a narrow
lake but long and when the wind blew
ducks dumped in there by the thousands.
Clay and I figured we could pound the
shells in with our fists and ram rod them
out with a willow stick. The mallards were

(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com
MARCH 15: TRAP LEAGUE CAPTAINS’ MEETING; 7:00 PM
MARCH 21: PAINT NITE/KOMEN FUNDRAISER; 6:30 PM
MARCH 31: CLUB OPEN HOUSE; 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

landing in front of our blind and I had a
double barrel Parker and Clay had his
double barrel Fox. It was like shooting ducks
in the last century with muzzleloaders. We
would shoot drop a duck and quickly reload
by ramming a willow stick down the barrel.
By the time we finished up we had our limit
in mallards and an education about keeping
your shells dry. No motors allowed, and we
pushed the boat back to the club house and
gloated about our great shoot. Those days
were fun never to be repeated again and
only live in my memories, I hope forever.
Keep Your Powder Dry and Your Worm
Wet Harry

Sunset on Charlotte Harbor

Some Happy Duck Hunters

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL 61611

March 2018

Hunt Kansas Turkeys. Call Rod at
785-456-4344

Black Top Inn

10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL • 309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

OPEN 11 AM - 3 PM THURSDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
MEMBER-ONLY OFF HOURS SHOOTING ALSO AVAILABLE

MARIETTA
TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays
Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern…
Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave.
We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

“Where good friends & good times get together”
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!
112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

926-6901

Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL

(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com
Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am
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ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Well, as I sit here in my office, looking
out the window, I see the snow is melting
and its 52 degrees outside. Not bad for
February but it sure hasn’t been that way
much this month. We have had plenty of
snow in Central Illinois and our friends to
the North have had it much worse than us.
I just returned a couple of days ago
from Central Illinois Outdoor Expo in
Arthur, Illinois and unfortunately on the
Saturday of the show we had a little ice
which didn’t seem to help the crowds.
As I was sitting at the show I started
day dreaming of all of the past outdoor
shows I used to produce. For 17 years
after college I was a show promoter and
really enjoyed the outdoor shows. Now
this was back in the late 90’s and there
was an outdoor show every weekend and
many times there would be two or three
on a particular weekend. Now there just
isn’t as many sport shows as there used
to be. Back in the late 90’s we would

have 100 to 125 booths. Four to six boat
dealers and lots of attractions for the kids.
If we didn’t see at least 6,000 people at
the sport show it seemed pretty slow. We
always felt like if you had 8-10,000 people
that made a really good show. I know
there is still several shows out there that
have these kinds of numbers, but they are
few and far between. I remember making
those sales calls to all the different tackle
dealers. It was always my goal to get at
least 25 or more booths that had tackle. I
think the main reason people come to the
shows was to pick up the new lures on
the market or maybe stop by a booth that
makes their own products.
See, before the internet took over,
people had to go to the shows to get that
certain favorite lure. You couldn’t buy it
on-line or even at many stores. You had to
attend an outdoor show to have the lures
you needed for fishing that season.
I remember one vender very fondly.
Bob and Mary Folder Lures. They had a
tinsel jig that they made and sold all over
the country. When I met them, they had
been going to shows over 50 years. It was
wonderful too talk to them and to hear all

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers
Buckwheat • Japanese Millet • Proso & Pearl Millet
Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

of the stories they had from different sports
shows. They understood the business
better than anyone. I remember a show
we had in Rantoul, IL and it wasn’t a large
show, but it had many vendors and a good
crowd each and every year. Well, the first
year we moved the show out of an airplane
hangar, we moved to a facility outside of
town. Thinking this was the best move for
us, we spent extra money in marketing
and was hoping to have the best show we
have had in that area. Of course, mother
nature had other ideas and it snowed and
was blowing like crazy and hardly anyone
braved the weather to go to the show. Even
though there is absolutely nothing I could
do about it, some vendors will always take
it out on the show promoter.
After a Saturday of low numbers and
unhappy vendors I was at my wits end.
I never was one to get too excited but
having vendor after vendor complain and
its out of your control, it just seems to wear
on you. Just then Bob Folder comes over
to me and starts making jokes and saying,
“hey kid I have been in this business a
long time and you produce quality shows

so don’t get down on yourself.” I learned
that day that no matter how bad you
feel in those situations there is always
someone there that appreciates the time
and energy you put into those events.
I do miss them, and I think that is
why I am in this business now. For years
after we left the outdoor show business
I always wanted to do something for the
outdoorsman. I tried bringing back shows
that were once popular like the Midwest
Waterfowl Deer and Turkey Expo but by
about 2003 there was just not the crowds
attending these events like there once
was. As that business changed so did
we. Evolving into more corporate events,
conferences, and kid’s shows became
more of our focus. I always wanted to be
apart of the outdoor world in some way.
For all the outdoorsman out there please
take the time to attend a couple of sports
shows or there someday may not be any
for us to attend. You can see a full list of
outdoors shows on page 25.
I was wanting to try and make it out
ice fishing at least one more time but I
think the weather is telling me its over.
I just started ice fishing a few years ago
when my friend Al decided I needed yet
another hobby. I used to sit around all
winter and go stir crazy but with a friend
like Al that is just not something that is

The Hialeah
Club
Goofy Ridge, IL
Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon
MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens
Room Dividers • Custom Projects

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368
OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays
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217.543.3007

1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133
Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.
Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972
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Chronicles . . . continued
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produce pretty much nothing, I was looking
forward to catching some fish.
As Al, Tim and I loaded up the truck
that morning we were all excited. I looked
at the guys and said why do we get so
excited to go drill holes in the ice to catch
fish? None of us had a good answer so
away we went. When we arrived, there
was a few people already on the ice, so
we loaded up and started the track across
the ice. When we got to where everyone
was fishing… they were already catching
a few. So, we set up shack, drilled some

going to happen. He is by far the only
person I have met that I can’t keep up
with. He is ready at 5:00am and will fish
until dark or after. To say he is a diehard
may be the understatement of the year. He
was going out fishing last week on Sunday
and with only 4 inches of ice there was no
way I was going.
As soon as the ice was 5 inches thick
we started our season. The first time out
we did ok but the next 6 times we could
not even get the babies
to bite. Then came a
call that got me excited.
Mike O’Bryan was
having a few people out
to ice fish and hangout
at Irish Acres. If you
remember last year
me and my wife had
an amazing morning
catching some very
nice crappie. I know he
has managed this lake
well, so my excitement
was high. After having
It is so much more fun ice fishing with multiple people.
several fishing trips
Always someone willing to let me talk their ear off.

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &
Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com
TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!
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holes and wet our lines. It wasn’t long
before we started catching a few. No
monsters, but it was nice catching fish all
the same. As we sat there several people
showed up to join us. This made for one of
the best ice fishing trips I had ever been
on. Not because we were catching so
many fish but because of the great stories
being told. I didn’t know many of the guys,
so the stories were all new to me and boy
did I have some chuckles.
We had a great time and then it was
time for lunch. You talk about a spread of
food. They had everything from cooked
rabbit, pheasant to chili, rice and beans.
When you come off the ice you are always
hungry. What am I saying??? If I see food I
Nathan Joseph with his wall hanger.
am hungry. We filled our bellies and many
of the guys were calling
it a day and hanging out
at the building, but we
wanted to catch a few
more fish, that’s why
were there. We didn’t
really catch a ton of
keepers, but it was by
far the best day I have
ever spent on the ice. I
truly enjoy meeting new
people and making new
friends and those guys
were top notch.
May your sunrises
There is nothing better than an ice hut that you just
and sunsets be magical!
flip over your head. Just another thing on my wish list.
Then electric auger.

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS
1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113

3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621

608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR
Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands
available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447
8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell
One of the Peoria Area’s Oldest Watering Holes
Drink Specials Everyday!
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm
Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris
invite you to come by for a
drink and delicious meal!

4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413
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PEORIA SKEET AND TRAP CLUB
ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

Peoria Skeet and Trap Club will be holding its annual Club Open House on Saturday March 31, from 11 am to
3:00 pm. The public is invited – individuals, families and groups.
Come on out for a day of fun and education. Visit with current members, learn about club membership
opportunities, Youth shooting programs, Spring/Summer Trap leagues, upcoming fun/charity shoot events and
options for hosting group shooting events on the club grounds.
Hands on instruction in gun safety and Trap and/or Skeet and unlimited shooting will be available throughout
the day. Everyone can shoot for member prices; $4 per round (25 clay targets). Participants should have their own
shotguns (12 or 20 gauge). Though there will be a limited number of club guns available for use. Hearing and eye
protection is required and will be available at the club. Shotgun shells will be available for sale at the clubhouse
(FOID card required for all shell purchases). Enjoy free
food and enter a random drawing for a chance to win
one free club membership.
Peoria Skeet and Trap Club is located at 1470
Spring Bay Road, East Peoria on IL Route 26, just
5 miles North of Route 116 and Route 26 junction.
The club is open 3 days a week (Thursday, Saturday,
Sunday). Club facilities include 10 combination Skeet
& Trap shooting fields, an air conditioned, non-smoking
clubhouse, two outdoor covered pavilions, ample
parking, handicap accessibility, and a family friendly
environment. You can learn more about the club online
(www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com) or by calling the club
(ph. 309-822-8146).

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza,
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

$.50 OFF ALL DRINKS ON WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Operating since 1991

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres
of geautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP
acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!
HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

The Civilian
Marksmanship
Program (CMP)
has
begun
receiving some
of the 8000 1911s in their first allocation. It
will take some time to inventory them all and
get them ready for sale. For years, the Obama
Administration refused to allow the M1
Garands and M1 Carbines that were loaned to
other countries, back into the United States.
All of that has changed with President Donald
Trump. Aside from the 1911s, the CMP has
also started receiving the first of 86,000 M1s
from Turkey. Another 13,000 which were
loaned to the Philippines should be on the
way soon. So far, they have not discovered
any special markings on the Turkish rifles so
they can’t be differentiated from any other
M1s. It would be nice to get the M1 matches
reinvigorated again. That may be possible
with the new influx of M1 rifles.
There are quite a few new bills popping
up in the General Assembly these days. One of
those that are a concern is HB4700 (Carroll D-57
Buffalo Grove). HB4700 would force everyone to
submit fingerprints when they apply for a new

FOID card or when they renew their existing
FOID card. This would drive the cost of the
FOID card up tremendously. Not only would you
have the cost of getting your fingerprints taken
electronically, there would be the cost of the
enhanced background checks. Right now, there
are about 2,250,000 FOID card holders which
means Illinois gun owners pay in $22,250,000.
If this bill were to pass, that cost would go up
to approximately $281,250,000. That is quite a
large cost to exercise your Constitutional Rights,
don’t you think?
A number some politicians don’t like to
hear is the average number of FOID cards
per representative district which is about
19,500. That is a lot of people in a state
representative district who have the same
interest. In a senatorial district, it would be
39,000. Because of the increasing number
of gun owners, more people are interested
in their Second Amendment Rights. That is
bad news to anti-gun liberals. HB4700 would
drive the number of gun owners down. Some
gun owners think anti-gunners won’t take
their guns away. Guess again.
One of the bills recently introduced
in the Illinois House of Representatives is

ISRA.org

HB4338. If passed, HB4338
would outlaw raffles with socalled assault weapons (antigunner’s definition, of course)
by state wide associations, law
enforcement and others. My, my, I
wonder who they would be referring to when
they talk about statewide associations. This
shows us all how far the anti-gun side will
go to defeat those who support the Second
Amendment. They know we aren’t founded
by millionaires and billionaires, so they want
to cut off our meager funding because that is
the way the anti-gun side can win. The best
solution is to make a donation to the ISRA.
With the hubbub coming out of
the House Intelligence Committee, you
probably recognize the name Adam Schiff
(Congressman from California). In a recent
speech, Schiff told the crowd that the
Russians loved the Second Amendment
because they thought Americans would kill
each other. Well, Schiffty, that isn’t so; the
Second Amendment is to protect citizens
from an overreacting government, national
defense and self-protection. So, Schiffty, you
might want to read over the last sentence a
couple of times a day – you might figure out
that the Second Amendment is talking about
people like you.
The ISRA Academy is always trying
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to provide the best information for ISRA
members and the public. I am sure you have
noticed deep discounts for classes if you
are an ISRA member. We are pleased to
announce that we are offering a Homeland
Security Active Shooter Course on Saturday,
April 7. This class will educate you on what
to do if you encounter an active shooter
event; it will also cover the topic of “when
you see something, say something.” I have
always thought that was a nice slogan, but
no one ever defines what behaviors you
should be looking for. This class will solve
that problem. The cost will be $50 for ISRA
members and $100 for non-members. Preregistration is required. This is an 8- hour
course that will be taught in our classroom.
Lunch is included. Please check out the
range calendar for the registration form.
If you have been watching the legislative
alerts you know that SB1657 (Willis D-77)
popped out of House Rules and is on Third
Reading in the House. This so-called Dealer
Licensing bill will lay there like a snake until,
most likely, April. This is a bill to simply wipe
out small Federal Firearm Dealers while leaving
big box stores exempt, at least for a while.
The anti-gun twins, Representative
Kathleen Willis (D-77) and Senator Julie
Morrison (D-29) have introduced HB4337
and SB2317. These are far reaching trigger
modification bills that would ban any trigger
or trigger job that would make a firearm

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.
SHOOTING RANGE
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS!
1100 East Jackson Ave
8919 N University St
Monmouth IL 61462
Peoria IL 61615

(309) 734-3476

(309) 683-0111

PUBLIC RANGE FEES
$12.00 per ½ Hour
$20.00 Day Pass/Hour
$5.00 Additional Person

Visit Is On The Web
www.tacshack.com

Follow Us On Facebook
@thetacshack

Contact Us By Email
sales@tacshack.com
Business Hours

Monday - Closed
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 8pm
Sunday 12pm - 6 pm

Summer Hours

May 1st - Sept 1st Open
1 hour later & Close 1 hour earlier
(except on Sundays)

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately
owned corporation established in 1942.
A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
• Professional farm management
• Real estate brokerage
• Full line insurance services
• Livestock operations management
• Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
• Providing professional services with a personal touch!
Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.

Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman
213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM
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shoot better or quicker. These two bills mirror
each other. If passed, these bills would turn
competitive shooters, hunters, gun collectors
and those who might inherit firearms into
criminals instantly.
Also, recently introduced was bill
SB2314 (Morrison D-29) which would
destroy the preemption gains we made in
the Concealed Carry Act. This would allow
local municipalities to make their own rules
regarding so-called assault weapons.
The point is that these bills are all
dangerous to law abiding gun owners. It is
important that all gun owners prepare for the
battle ahead. There is not much time. The
first thing you should do is join the ISRA. The
second thing is to please contact your State
Representatives and State Senators. This
battle will not end for a long time.
I attended the Shooting, Hunting and
Outdoor Trade Show (SHOT Show) Jan. 23-26
hosted by NSSF at Sands Exo Center in Las
Vegas. The SHOT Show is for FFL dealers, the
press, range operators, law enforcement and
the military. There was 60,000 - 70,000 people
in attendance. The general public is excluded.
There are no sales here, only orders taken for
later shipment.
Flying out to the SHOT Show is always
interesting. The waiting area for the Las Vegas
bound plane is always fun. One can just look
around at the people and feel you are in the
right place. There are a few snowflakes, but if
you are in the airplane hijacking business you
might want to try another flight.
Monday was Range Day for invited
folks; luckily, I was one of those. There are
opportunities to shoot the latest stuff and
I always look for the new items from Illinois
companies. My first stop was Lewis Machine
and Tool (LMT) from Milan, Illinois. LMT has
an AR15 in .224 Valkyrie. The .224 Valkyrie is
based on a .223 case that has been shortened
so it can accommodate a 90-grain bullet. I
was using Federal ammunition with a muzzle
velocity of 2700 foot per second and a ballistic
coefficient of .563, according to the box. The
rifle was equipped with a mil dot scope.
Hitting steel plates at 100, 200 and 300 yards
was easy. Ok, I missed two shots at 300 yards,
but it had to be the cross wind. It couldn’t
possibly have been me. This is an excellent
round for hunting. Prairie dogs beware!
The next stop was Springfield Armory
and their new 911 model in .380 and based
on a miniature 1911 design; obviously
designed for concealed carry, the 911 shot
very well. The trigger was excellent, and
the safety is operated below the slide. That
means the safety can be on and you can still
pull the slide back for unloading and clearing
malfunctions. Nice.
I then tested the XDs in .45 caliber, with
the improved grip. While I like 9mm, I have
always felt you should care enough to send
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the very best, particularly if you have only a
few bullets. I loved it. I have no idea how
they managed it, but I found pulling back the
slide very easy.
I will have more gun tests later, but
that will have to wait until next week. I
want to tell you, I was very moved by the
veterans I encountered at the SHOT Show.
It is common to see vets with one or more
artificial limbs, some in wheelchairs or with
service dogs (or both), but all supporting the
Second Amendment.
Whatever time you read this, I want
you to look at your watch and think about
this: somewhere in the world there are
American soldiers, dirty, grimy, and tired,
coming back from a mission. Before getting
some sleep, they clean their weapons, eat,
shower, and get ready to do it all over again
tomorrow. At the same time, others are
going out on patrol. It will be hours before
they get back, when they, too, will be tired,
dirty, and grimy. Others are bringing up
supplies, gathering intelligence, loading
aircraft, patrolling the seas, flying missions,
and tending to the wounded. These are all 24
hour a day operation. Some may have been
killed. Someone must take care of them and
also inform their families. Those left behind
also sacrifice. I want you to think about all of
those serving in our wonderful military and
their families, thank them and keep them in
your thoughts.
Then, I want you to think about all
of those Congressmen who voted against
funding our military, even for a moment, just
to make a political point. Keep them in your
thoughts also.
The Illinois State Rifle Association Political
Victory Fund (ISRA-PVF) is the state and local
Political Action Committee (PAC) affiliated with
the ISRA. The ISRA-PVF acts as an educational
resource, advising voters on the suitability
of candidates for public office. We also
supply financial and logistical support of the
candidates for public office who share our views
on the right to keep and bear arms. If you are
interested in helping with this mission, please
consider making a PVF donation. Donations
to the ISRA-PVF are NOT tax deductible and
are subject to the rules and regulations of the
Illinois State Board of Elections.
Preparations have begun for Illinois Gun
Owner Lobby Day (IGOLD) which will be held
on Wednesday April 25, 2018. Please make
plans to attend. This is an opportunity for gun
owners to send a message to their legislators
in Springfield. See you there!
Thanks for being a member.
If you are not a member, please join Today!
Find upcoming events at ISRA Calendar visit:
www.isra.org
Follow the ISRA on Twitter and Facebook.
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INDUSTRY’S
BEST WARRANTY.
PERIOD.
NOT 5 YEARS. NOT 6 YEARS. A FULL 7 YEARS*.

Shown: 1526

WORLD’S #1 SELLING TRACTOR.
Save on MODEL XX
$

000 PER MONTH*

Power Package includes
implement X & implement Z.

SMITH 618-343-3800
TRACTOR

2020Name
Mall Street
.Town Name
0000 Street
Collinsville,
IL 62234
.dealersite.com
000.000.0000
www.gatewayrvps.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

*With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.
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LOST IN THE SHADOWS
OF THE PAST By Norman V. Kelly

For me personally, after thirty-seven
years of researching Peoria’s past, I
sometimes actually got lost way back
then. There were a lot of shadowy
characters in our history, especially during
Prohibition which was 1920-1933. There
were areas in our town going way back to
our early Bordello days, Water Street and
down by the river that shadows were not
only menacing, but down right terrifying.
Once Prohibition ended it took a bit for
Peoria to get back up on its toes, and that
was helped by Hiram Walker. In 1935
they opened the largest distillery in the
world here in Peoria. Things got better
downtown that is for sure.
Out of the shadows and in the alleys
behind the hotels and some of the larger
saloons in town a rather dark side of
Peoria in the form of humans began to

emerge. Gambling in Saloons picked up
and by 1940 we had about 225 of them
within the city limits and a population of
just over 105,000 people within those 9.4
square miles. Gambling perked up and the
ladies from the red light districts began
to filter into the downtown saloons, bars,
dive and dumps a little bit more than they
ever had before. Our history shows that
we had ‘red light districts’ and that acted
as a detainment of sorts. Once the war
broke out all hell broke loose.
By 1941 our pet gangster, Bernie
Shelton was here with his brother and
gambling was more of an industry here
within the city of Peoria, Illinois. The
county was huge and there were at least
100 taverns scattered out there, especially
during WW11 that had some form of
gambling. Don’t give Bernie Shelton blame
or credit for that, he had a gangster’s life
down in Southern, Illinois but as an ex-con
his activity here was not only restricted
but monitored as well. Gambling was well
established and flourishing long before he
For 1 or 2 hunters,
8 days, 5 animals
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COME HUN ABLE PACKAGES
AFFORD STARTING AT

$6,800

• Includes 5 star lodging
& meals, taxes,
permits, license, fees,
guides, airport pick up
and drop off.
• Hunting Season
is March 1st thru
November 30th.
• Tailor-made safaris
to meet your needs
and expectations.
Customize your trip!

and his brother got to Peoria.
From the saloon in the wee hours of
the mornings, a few hours before the sun
came up; these places seemed to throb
with activity. Many of them stayed open
22 hours a day; can you imagine that?
There was a bit of gun play and knifings,
along with a few muggings going on, but
over all, although there was madness
afoot, it seemed to be controlled by some
shadowy hand…whatever it was, it
worked. Peorians read all about it in the
morning and evening newspapers and the
do-gooders built another church. By 1937
along with our over 200 taverns there
were 102 churches in this town. The good,
the bad and the average Peorian; that’s
who we were.
On December 7th, Pearl Harbor
changed our lives, and 23,010 of our young
men went off to the war, things changed.
Women were added to our work force and
6,600 called ‘Rosie the Riveters,’ went to
work in our ‘War Factories,’ that ran three
shifts. New families moved in town to take

the jobs, and by 1941, our city population
was just over 105,000 people and growing
larger. It was a chaotic time, and the war
effort consumed us. On September of
1942, a huge army training camp called
Camp Ellis opened out in Fulton County
and Peoria became one of the best liberty
towns in America. It scared the hell out
of a lot of folks when they learned it was
also going to be a German Prisoner of War
Camp as well.
The gambling in Peoria, the women
and the booze and the bawdy downtown
entertainment was a Mecca for thousands of
men and women, not all of them upstanding
citizens. I can assure you of that.
‘The men in the shadows’ preyed on
the young soldiers and the “women of the
night” prowled every saloon and hotel in
the city. When the sun came up and the

GOBBLERS KNOB
HUNTING PRESERVE

26471 E. State Hwy 9 • Canton, Illinois 61520
Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve is located
4.5 miles east of Canton, Illinois on Route 9

BOOK HUNTS TODAY!
PHEASANT, QUAIL & CHUKAR
WE TRAIN & SELL QUALITY BIRD DOGS

• No hassles, we can
make all arrangements
for you - from planning
your adventure to
delivering and installing
your trophies!

Contact Matt
815-245-6043

www.asonamibia.com
TIP #5: ARRANGE TO STAY AN EXTRA 3 DAYS TO DO SOME AWESOME NON-HUNTING ACTIVITIES. CHOOSE TO VISIT ERINDI, NAMIBIA’S
LARGEST PRIVATELY OWNED GAME PRESERVE TO VIEW THE BIG 5 AND OTHER ANIMALS UP CLOSE WHILE ENJOYING THE LUXURIOUS
ACCOMMODATION. THE OTHER DESTINATION IS A COASTAL TOWN CALLED SWAKOPMUND, WHERE YOU CAN SURF FISH FOR SHARKS UP
TO 300LBS AND TAKE A TOUR OF THE NAMIB DESERT ONE OF THE OLDEST AND LARGEST DESERTS IN THE WORLD.

DON DEUEL, PRESERVE OWNER/MANAGER
Please call or email your hunting needs to
Don at Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve!

gobblersknob50@aol.com

(309) 647-3641
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shadows slipped away, Peoria went about
its new work day, the kids went to school
and a sense of normalcy came over the
city. Once the sun cast its long shadows
of evening the pace stepped up a bit; a
sense of urgency seemed to take over
as the second shift workers got off work.
The records show that few of them went
directly home and once again the taverns,
the saloons, the bars, the dives and the
gambling palaces took over. Mix all that
with young soldiers in town, add hundreds
of prostitutes and just plain hard working
factory ladies in a rather small area, and
of course the inevitable happened.
Next, add Peoria beer and whiskey and
you have the makings of a wild, exciting
scene in downtown Peoria, Illinois. I was
just a kid but we saw a lot and of course
what we heard made us want to get older
faster…idiots that we were.
There was violence, of course, even a riot
or two, but the murder rate was low and over
all, a good time could be had in Peoria. Now
all that was true as long as the intoxicated

patron stuck together with his friends and of
course stayed out of the shadows.
We had five USO places in town that
were to be havens for the young soldiers
that came into town and just over 1,000
local ladies staffed those places. The idea
was to give a ‘touch of home’ to the young
GI, and the ladies were there to remind
them what they were going to fight and
die for. Of course there was decency to
be found, but the truth was that not all of
the ladies were ‘Angels of the night,’ and
when the USO places closed at 10:30 at
night a lot of those folks headed for their
favorite ‘watering hole.’
There was a time early on when our
mayor demanded that Camp Ellis send
Military Police over here on Friday and
Saturday since our police department
was rather small and had their hands
full with civilians. A few did come over
but the first night when a couple of their
jeeps began to patrol they found they
were in deep trouble. Not only did they
get their jeeps stolen, groups of men took
their helmets, weapons and any
money they had. That actually
was a laughing matter here in
Peoria but not for the officers that
ran Camp Ellis. Our local police
had to rush in and rescue the
distraught soldiers and over the
months they just stopped coming
over here. There were headlines
about venereal diseases running

rampant and that brought threats from the
colonel that ran Camp Ellis about having
Peoria marked ‘Off Limits.” Nothing came
of that and believe me trying to bluff
Mayor Woodruff was a waste of their
time. A lot of jokes were made of Peoria’s
“Clap Brigade,” but that is a story for
another time.
In the beginning a lot of local folks in
most of the churches arranged to have some
of these young soldiers stay in their homes.
For some it was a wonderful experience,
but for others, it was a nightmare. In less
than six months that practice stopped and
as our automobiles began to disappear
Sunday evenings; relationships with the
visiting soldiers pretty much stopped. We
had a train that ran to Camp Ellis, busses
and of course cabs as well. Some of the
men were desperate to get back to Camp
before the Sunday deadline that ended
their week-end passes. They simply began
to steal cars and leaving them out near
the base. Needless to say that upset a
lot of local folks and the rift between the
soldier and our local folks widened. Peoria
was a red-blooded, all American, patriotic
city, but for most homeowners it was good
news when they found out that Camp Ellis
was going to shut down in November of
1944. Peorian lost 662 of their young men
during WW11, and a lot of small flags with
gold stars began to appear in the windows
of the homes in the city
and out in the county. My

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!
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XUV835R

$1,000
1
off

NEW XUV 835R COMES
WITH HEAT & AIR
CONDITIONED CABS!

THE X590 OFFERS ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION,
POWER STEERING, POWER LIFT...ALL AT A GREAT
PRICE!

3.9% Financing for 60
Months*9a

FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER
1900 S MAIN
MORTON, IL 61550
309-266-5928
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three brothers and all of my uncles went off
to war, but happily for us they all made it
back home.
Next came the Korean War and all
of the young guys like me that were so
damned anxious to get into WW11 had
their chance to do just that. For many it
was a shadow of a nightmare.
Editor’s Note: Norm is a True
Crime Writer, author and Peoria
Historian. He contributes a monthly
article to ADVENTURE SPORTS
OUTDOORS. Read archived editions
at: ASOMagazine.com. Reach Norm
at: norman.kelly@sbcglobal.net
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X-RING COYOTE COMPETITION
GOES OFF WITH MANY “BANGS”
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

Hunters waited in
great anticipation
for the 7th annual
competitive coyote competition at X
RING CUSTOM in Toledo Illinois. As the
weekend of February 2nd and 3rd arrived
the weather tried it’s best to make the
harvest of these critters as hard as
possible. Many participants were fearful
of the ever-changing weather patterns. A
bright moon on Friday night and howling
winds on Saturday put the hunters to the
supreme test. The most dedicated hunters
always find a way to perform however as
these results will show. Its tough to stay
focused thru these kinds of conditions. This
is a grueling 2-day, all-day-all-night hunt
that takes good stamina and dedication for
successful participation.
Forty six teams (92 hunters) participated
in this event and teams called in the downed
coyotes throughout the two-day hunt as they
placed the “bite sticks” in the fresh kills.
These devices must be placed properly into

the coyote’s mouth in order to be counted
into the harvest numbers. Seventy coyotes
were called in as hunters harvested them
and sixty-eight were checked in, weighed,
and counted on Saturday. A check-in crew
carefully checks each entry to make sure the
kill was fresh etc. Many hunters received
prizes of various types. Sponsors included
Fox-Pro, Predator Lights, Halls Fur and Game,
and X-ring Custom.
Michael Zerrusen of T-town won the
Savage rifle with Nikon scope from X-ring
and Joseph Ewing of Kell won the $200
drawing also from X-ring. Colin Cole makes
the trophies for the first, second, and third
place winners as well as well as biggest and
smallest coyotes. These trophies are “cool”
and have to be seen to be appreciated. Cash
prizes went to 4th thru 6th place finishers.
Winning first place with ten coyotes
weighing 308.14 pounds was Mike Russell
Travis Gillett both from Salem. --- Joseph
Ewing and Bill West also checked in 10
coyotes (302.4 lbs) placing a close second. ---

Nathan Standerfer of Tower Hill and Nathan
Cushman of Stewardson had nine weighing
276.65 pounds for 3rd place. --- Dustin
Herdes and Troy Porter managed seven
“dogs” (204.65 lbs) for 4th place. --- 5th place
went to Daniel Webster and Jon Schoonover
with six weighing 174.75 pounds. Standerfer
and Cushman harvested the biggest coyote
weighing 37.4 pounds and the team of Ewing
and Schoonover weighed in the smallest
22.65 pounds.
Even though tired and fatigued, the
contestants enjoyed the sandwiches and soup
provided as they shared their experiences and
hunting stories. It sounds like most all are
looking forward to next years event in 2019.
Some big changes are anticipated in the 2019
hunt. Watch for new info.
Summary note: Even though most of
these guys would have been out hunting
even without the X RING event, this is a
good project to promote predator reduction
and sportsman camaraderie. It is through
the reduction and control of the predator

March 2018

population that we hope to see a comeback
in the populations of our game birds and
other species. These predators have no
natural threats other than man and an
occasional automobile. In my personal
outings I have seen a definite increase in
some species of ground nesting birds due
to the reduced numbers. The coyotes can
never be eradicated by hunting and they
should not be. However this is a good effort
in simply controlling their over-abundance.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
The Prairieland Frontiersman organization
will hold their 29th Annual Historic Arms and
Craft Show on March 9th and 10th 2018. This
will be held in a new location at the Sullivan
American Legion, south of Sullivan Il, on route
32. The hours are 1 to 6 PM on Friday and 9
AM till 4 PM on Saturday. This show features
Traders & Artisans of the Colonial/Fur Trade
and Civil War Eras. Pre 1898 guns, knives,
accoutrements, and replicas are featured. Entry
Fee is only $3 and I always find it to well worth
it! I bought a ticket and won an Indian Blanket
once. I’d always wanted to take a chance on
an Indian Blanket! For more information contact
Steve Wood at 217-728-7369.
It’s Faith, Family and Fishin

• AMISH BUILT •

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

PEKIN BASS
& BOW

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!
BOWS
Mathews • Mission
Bear • PSE
CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission
Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE

Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755
SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661

www.midstatecollisionrepair.com
Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass
Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers
SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair
Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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ILLINOIS GUN OWNER LOBBY DAY

IGOLD
2018
2017

BE THERE IN SPRINGFIELD

W
E DN E SD AY,
A P R I25TH
L 5 TH
WEDNESDAY,
APRIL

Illinois gun owners are not going away!
Join us in Springfield to protect your Second Amendment rights.
Let the politicians know where you stand by marching with
thousands of other gun owners on the Illinois state capitol.
Reserve your personal day, vacation day, paid-time-off day

— WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO DO TO MAKE THE DATE!

PRAIRIE CAPITAL CONVENTION CENTER

Doors open at 10:30am. Take your seat promptly at 11:30am.
Program starts at 11:45am.

Visit www.igold.isra.org
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THE SKINNY
ON BULLS

53 RD NORTH AMERICAN

Vintage Decoy &
Sporting
Collectibles Show

By Jason Mitchell

Some of the shallowest panfish we
catch each winter happen in March during
late ice on many fisheries. Fun sight fishing
patterns often emerge. Fish can sometimes
be found in a few feet of water under the ice.
Shallow weed patterns often come alive at
late ice. Many anglers assume that aquatic
vegetation has to be green and vibrant in
order to hold fish. While still green weeds
do hold fish, dead stands of weeds will also
hold fish if the weeds provide cover and
there is good oxygen. When the ice begins
to rot along the shorelines and water begins
to seep into the lake along the shorelines,
shallow water can be extremely productive.
One of my absolute favorite locations
for looking for shallow water bluegills
at late ice is really shallow pencil reeds.
Pencil reed beds are common on many lakes
and often hold big fish. In many cases…
depending on the thickness of the ice, we
might only be fishing in two to three feet of
water under the ice.
These pencil reed locations can really
vary in size and profile. Some dish bowl
lakes might simply see pencil reeds lining
the rim of the lake where there is the right
sand bottom composition. Other locations
might be prominent reefs and bars that
might be several acres. My favorite type
of location features pencil reeds that are
growing out into five or six feet of water
with a little bit of a roll to the contour where
there is a sharper break running along the
outside edge of the reeds.
There are many strategies to fishing
these reed beds but there is one overriding
challenge. You have to drill several holes to
really figure out the nuances of the location
but drilling a lot of holes over these shallow
locations seems to push the fish off.
Can’t prove this but it seems like
electric augers and smaller bits seem less
intrusive. Six and four inch augers shine
for cutting enough holes to really figure
out these locations. On the flip side, these
smaller holes are terrible for sight fishing.
If you are planning on strictly sight fishing,
use an eight or ten inch auger to give you
a bigger window and let everything settle
down after you drill your holes. Another
tip is to not drive vehicles over the location
or drag anything on the ice. When initially
figuring out a location, we typically drill a lot
of holes for simply learning the spot.
You can walk from hole to hole and fish

but what we
so often find
is that we
catch a lot
more fish by
recognizing
the sweet
The author Jason
spots and
Mitchell believes
waiting out
shallow pencil reed
fish.
The
patterns can often
sweet spots
provide some exciting
are
often fishing opportunities for
open lanes big bluegills at late ice.
and
cuts,
troughs and dips in the bottom that funnel
fish movements. Once you recognize and
locate these spots, you can sit and let
everything settle down. Seen it happen
often where you drill your holes and it takes
five to ten minutes for fish to come back
underneath you. You can definitely fish
too aggressive and move too much in this
type of situation because the reality is that
fish might be scooting ten to twenty feet
away from each step you take. Have also
seen situations where fish wouldn’t swim
underneath a shelter or sled. As a rule of
thumb, you can get away with much more
noise and presence if you are alone and on
the spot first. As angling pressure increases
over multiple days however, it seems like
fish become more sensitive to everything.
The more you fish a location and learn the
spot on the spots however the less holes
you have to drill and the less intrusive you
can be.
Big bull bluegills in pencil reeds can
be a handful. These fish can wrap you up
and break you off. Because this can often
be combat fishing, I often opt for heavier
line like the Frost Four Pound Mono. This
isn’t finesse fishing. Because four pound
test can lack sensitivity, I often use tungsten
jigs even in this often shallow water just
because the added weight of tungsten
improves the performance of heavier lines.
These patterns are notorious for
producing big bluegills and this is fun fishing.
Much like trying to pull a heavy bass from
out underneath a dock or laydown, there is
an element of drama when fighting big fish
in heavy cover. Focus on the troughs, holes
and bowls or any sharp outside edge that
is in tight proximity to high dense stands
of rushes and you will typically find big
bluegills at late ice.
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APRIL 27-28, 2018

Friday: 2pm-7pm • Saturday: 9am-2pm
Pheasant Run Resort • St. Charles, IL
Open to the Public • $5.00 Admission

BUY • SELL • TRADE
325 tables of antique decoys,
shotgun shell boxes, calls,
fishing lures, reels & more

Free Appraisals

midwestdecoy.org
586-530-6586
AA

Midwest Decoy Collectors Association

$1.00 off admission
with this coupon
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Year-Round Fishing Special $269
NO LIMIT ON CATFISH OR BLUEGILL!

P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com

www.EagleNestResort.com
1-877-EAGLE-01 • 1-731-538-2143
FISHING SPECIAL

ANYTIME UP TO MARCH 22 & AFTER MAY 19, 2018
ANY 4 DAYS & NIGHTS ONLY $269*

PRIME TIME FISHING PACKAGES

MARCH 22 – MAY 19, 2018 3 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS.)
OR
4 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING SUN.) KITCHEN $329* • NO KIT. $289*
7 DAYS & NIGHTS (STARTING THURS. OR SUN.) $629*
*Prices Per Person, Plus Tax & Subject to change.Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed.
$75 non-refundable deposit per person required.All packages include: Lodging, Boat, Motor,
Bait, Gas & Ice! Complimentary Cookouts Twice Weekly During Prime Season!

Looking for a private lodge/home that accommodates from 2-16 people, perfect for Reunions,
groups of Hunters, Fishermen or Nature Watchers!Great breathtaking view right on water’s edge of
Reelfoot Lake!Check out this beautiful house, and make your reservations today!
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SUSPECTED EHD CASES IN DEER AT
LOW TO MODERATE LEVEL IN 2017

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Suspected EHD
(Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease) cases
were reported again in Illinois in 2017,
but in low to moderate levels. A total of
66 reports were received from concerned
landowners and hunters totaling 169 deer
from 32 counties, according to the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).
In comparison, 2012 was the worst year for
EHD in Illinois with 2,968 dead deer reported
to IDNR from 87 counties.
 	 EHD is a viral disease, spread by biting
gnats, which can cause high fever and
severe internal bleeding in deer. While
often fatal to deer, EHD is not hazardous
to humans or pets. EHD-like symptoms
in cattle have been reported where EHD
has been confirmed in deer. Cattle can be
successfully treated with medications. EHD
is often confused with bluetongue, a similar
disease that can affect sheep and cattle.
EHD was reported at low levels in the
southern third of the state, as well as in
west central Illinois extending up the Illinois
River valley. A more intensive outbreak was
reported in the west central Illinois county of
Pike (80 cases).

EHD does not impact deer populations
evenly across the landscape. A mixture of
deer combined with the presence of the virus
and midges (biting gnats) that transmit the
disease between deer are necessary for an
EHD outbreak to occur. Heavy deer mortality
can be observed on one farm, while the farm
down the road will be hardly affected.
   EHD affects bucks as well as does,
adults as well as fawns and yearlings, though
individual deer vary in their susceptibility to
the virus. Some deer become infected and
will be dead within 48 hours, while other
deer will be minimally affected. Survivors of
infection develop immunity to the virus.
Dead deer are often found near water
sources such as lakes, ponds, or streams,
though a deer carcass found away from
water is also likely to have succumbed to
EHD.
EHD-related mortality occurs every
year, but becomes more severe during
droughty conditions. Limited water sources
concentrate deer near exposed mudflats
resulting from receding water levels. Midges
hatch from these exposed muddy areas,
resulting in abundant insect populations.

Charlie’s Cycle Supply
“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”

MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Over 35 Years Same Location!
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

309-995-3319

MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Archery Pro Shop,Bow &
Crossbow tuning & repair,
Indoor shooting range
Custom Concept Arrows,
Bait & Tackle,
Pool Hall & leagues,
Bar Video Gaming,
Restaurant coming soon.

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL
Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)

WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

There is no effective management treatment
for this disease. EHD outbreaks end when
a heavy frost kills the midges necessary for
transmission.
For more information about the EHD in
Illinois, contact Doug Dufford, Wildlife Disease
and Invasive Species Program Manager with
IDNR by email at doug.dufford@illinois.gov or
by phone at 815-369-2414.
A table showing the number of reports
and cases by county is presented below. A
map showing the distribution of EHD-related
deer mortality reports in Illinois for 2017 is
also presented below.
Table 1. 2017 EHD Suspected Case
Summary by County
County
# Reports
# Deer
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Fayette

2

2

Franklin

1

3

Fulton

1

2

Hamilton

1

2

Hancock

1

2

Hardin

1

1

Jasper

1

3

Jefferson

1

2

Jersey

1

1

Johnson

3

4

LaSalle

1

1

Lawrence

2

2

Marion

1

1

Marshall

1

1

Monroe

1

1

Peoria

1

1

Perry

2

5

Pike

17

80

Randolph

5

13

Adams

1

1

Sangamon

5

5

Alexander

1

8

St. Clair

1

1

Bond

1

2

Union

3

7

Carroll

1

1

Wayne

3

4

Cass

1

2

White

1

1

Clay

1

2

Williamson

2

7

Clinton

1

1

Total

66
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AC Beer and Bait
Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco
Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL

(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop,
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available &
Much More!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FRIENDLY
CUSTOMER
SERVICE IS
OUR #1
PRIORITY!

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications

OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.
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IN 2012, MARCH 29TH
WAS DECLARED VIETNAM
VETERANS DAY
A TRIBUTE TO THE VIETNAM VETERAN
by Rich “Boone” Preston

To those who returned home with no one to greet them
To those who have been told PTSD would go away in time
To those who have never been told Thank -you or officially welcomed home
To those who returned physically but still are haunted by the nightmares of war
To those who still react to a backfire and break a sweat at the sound of a chopper
To those who have traveled endlessly never letting roots take hold or settled down
To those who hear a familiar sound that takes you back to a place you’d rather forget
To those who can count the friends they have on one hand for fear of losing another
To those who suffer from Agent Orange exposure and are still fighting the last battle
To those who fought battles in steaming jungles of Vietnam and also here at home
To those who have more friends on the Vietnam Memorial Wall
than they do in this life
THANK- YOU
WELCOME HOME
Sgt. Donald Bugos
Vietnam 1967-1968

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.
Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed
Same Location Since 1951
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550
cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

815-824-2354

GCR Tire Center

Bridgestone NEW LOCATION!

Firestone

1861 Knox Co. Hwy. 9 • Just off Rt. 34 • Galesburg, IL

We Provide Excellent Quality for
All Cars, Trucks, Trailers & RV’s
• Complete Tire Service
• Wheel Alignment
• Professional Repairs

• Brake Service
• Shocks & Struts Suspension
• Road Service

Specializing In Hard to Find Tires For Your 4x4 or ATV

Phone: (309) 343-1141 • Fax: (309) 343-3490

LETZ
HUNT & SPORT
Before you buy your next gun call us!
Layaway Program • Buy, Sell or Trade • Largest Black Powder Selection, Downstate!
Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder
Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment

www.letzhuntandsport.com

3335 East Enos • Springfield, Illinois • Noon till 7 P.M. • Closed Sunday & Monday

217-544-1232

FREE ESTIMATES • PERSONAL SERVICE • QUALITY PRODUCTS

Your Lumber
Store ...
And So
Much More!
406 S. 5TH AVE. • CANTON, IL

(309) 647-0396 • FAX (309) 647-2724
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HAPPY 2018 EVERYDAY
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent
Just let me just start out here in our
Adventure Sports Outdoors campfire world
by saying “Happy New Year 2018” again!
It really is amazing and deeply
gratifying to celebrate the beginning
of yet another year and it thrills me no
end just to type the numbers 2-0-1-8
everyday! We are already over a month in
and as long as we intelligently prioritize
our decision-making processes and make
smart, responsible choices in life, even
in the strange and oftentimes scary
culture war conditions and global political
upheaval we are facing in our daily lives
these days there is no question that we
can still carve out our ultimate individual
American Dream if we truly want to.
“Improvise, adapt and overcome”
as all my USMC jarhead devildog heroes
always tell me!
So to my fellow deerhunting
conservation BloodBrothers across the
hinterland, I congratulate and salute you
for wisely using your well-honed energies
and hard-earned resources for this
supreme quality of life outdoor lifestyle.
We should all be damn proud.
This year 2018 will mark my 70th
(YIKES!) phenomenal hunting season and
insane rock-n-roll thunderstorm, and I for

one am borderline out of control giddy to
see just how it all pans out. For the most
part, I indeed know exactly how it will all
pan out because, as I have for my entire
life, I am in complete control of how my
life pans out.
Well, almost complete control, for as
we all know Mrs. Nugent has executive
veto power over any and all of my
decisions, but thanking the good Lord,
she nearly always sees things through
the same crystal-clear lens that I do, for

Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle
Adult Movies & Novelties
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!

Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today!
Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week
Open until 9pm during the Summer

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!

you see, we both genuflect at the same
altar of self-evident truth, logic and
commonsense, so very rarely is there any
conflict in our American Dream soulmate
collaboration.
(And don’t think I fail to thank God
everyday for that!)
It is no coincidence that I have chosen
to live in Texas, and therefor my 2017/2018
deerhunting fun throttles on full-tilt all the
way through February.
This past weekend I joined a
gaggle of great Americans around a
glowing campfire at the Big Easy Ranch
(bigeasyranch.com) in South Texas for a
fun fund raiser for our amazing Ted Nugent
Kamp for Kids charity.
And Lord have mercy did these great
Texans ever come through with red, white,
blue and green flying colors, generously and
lovingly digging deep and giving a serious
chunk-o-change to help save kids lives with
the great outdoor lifestyle education that
our 29-year running charity provides.

Like thousands of private ranches
across Texas, the Big Easy is a killer
hunting heaven that also has one of the
bests golf courses in the country and quite
possibly the best food too!
I was fortunate to be guided by Big
Easy Ranch wildlife and hunting expert
Landon Crow and was able to arrow a
monster fallow stag and a trophy Indian
Blackbuck with my Mathews Halon.
Though the whitetail deer are
abundant and world-class, they once
again gave me the slip, and though I
got close a few times, I was once again
skunked on my favorite big game animal.
My best hunting buddies Happy and
Sadie the WonderDogs got a serious
workout as well on pheasants, quail,
chukar, and waterfowl, and when my dogs
are happy, I am very happy.

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS
HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am
203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942
On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

by:

SESSER SUN MART

FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST

CARDINAL CORNER
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Archery
Check
Station!

PEORIA FLAG
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters!
Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators
920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com
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112 East High Street • Hennepin, IL 61327

815.925.7216

www.hennepinmarine.com
THINKING ABOUT SUMMER?
WE ARE TOO! SO JOIN US FOR OUR

This charity fund-raiser was such a
wonderful success that we are inspired
to make it an annual event. The Big Easy
Ranch is located near Columbus, Texas,
and is just a short drive from both San
Antonio and Houston.
With the extended Texas whitetail
season going all the way to the end of
February and exotics year-round, plus the
world-class golf course, and amazing bird
and waterfowl hunting, we expect to do
the Nugent/Big Easy boogie sometime in
January or February 2019.
If you seek great hunting, delicious
food, golf on an award-winning course
and hanging by the fireplace with great
Americans celebrating the best rock-nroll soulmusic and story-telling anywhere,
all the while raising critical funds to save
kid’s lives and crush the anti-hunting, antigun fake-news propaganda goofballs, you
might want to give the Big Easy a call and
come join our backstrap spirit party!
You can visit bigeasyranch.com or
call 979-733-8635 and have the time of
your life.
In between mostly getting skunked
on our SpiritWild Ranch homegrounds,
exercising my new Mathews Triax bow,
killing ducks and squirrels with the
dogs, checking our varmint trapline daily
and writing killer new songs for my
BigFunDirtyGrooveNoize recording for my
2018 summer tour across America, I live
this precious gift of life to the absolute
maximum double live Gonzo fullest every

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

inspiring day the good Lord sees fit to give
it to me.
Saying Happy New Year doesn’t have
to be relegated to the first day of January.
Carpe’ Diem like you mean it and live
every day like you mean it!
Our God given gift of the right to Life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness and
backstraps is something to cherish and
manage to the best of our ability.
As hunters we are already way ahead
of the game in the happiness department,
and with focus, skill, good luck and
thoughtfulness, 2018 can be the best year
of our lives and the best hunting year of
our lives.
Happy New Year ya’ all! Happy New
Day everyday too!

TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent

Special Financing Rates
Over 50 Boats On Display Indoors

CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST
SELECTION OF IN-STOCK BOATS!

MARCH 2 - 4, 2018
Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday 10 am - 3pm

The BEST Deals on New & Used Boats
15% Off Accessories
(excludes electronics)
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SHADOWS
ON THE WATER
AND IN THE WOODS

HOW MANY
HOBBIES ARE
ENOUGH?
by Dave Shadow

davidsha@consolidated.net
I’ve never been one to just sit around
but lately I wonder if I haven’t gotten myself
involved in just too many hobbies. Maybe
hobbies isn’t the right word – maybe differing
activities is more accurate, but the result is
the same. The problem is that I thoroughly
enjoy all of them! Let’s talk about them and
then maybe you will e-mail me a solution or
volunteer to come by the Shadow ranch and
help me out with the activities or chores that
I enjoy the least?
Periodically I run across someone that
says, “I’m so bored, nothing to do but work,
eat, sleep and work again.” Looking for
sympathy? It’s right after sweat in Webster’s
dictionary! There’s no excuse for being bored
unless you have some debilitating ailment
that precludes all activity. Even then there’s
always “mind games” that will certainly
keep you occupied.
Just today, my morning started early
with a visit to McDonalds for morning coffee
and advice from a fellow blade-smith on

how to fabricate a new tool. I was intending
to go coyote hunting next but other duties
called. Next came a trip to the office to pay
some bills and check on the “troops”. The
only reason they need me these days is to
sign checks etc.
The next item on the agenda was to be
another revision to the power hammer that I’ve
been fabricating for the last couple of weeks.
I actually have it in operation now but found
a couple of things that needed “tweaking”.
The power hammer is supposed to resolve
some of my aching shoulder problems when
I’m forging out a knife from some piece of
junk, (like a railroad spike). I have just finished
putting together a wood lathe out of parts and
pieces and it works great. Now if I was just
smart enough to use it properly.
I hadn’t got a good start on that power
hammer process when Ryan P. volunteered to
help me clean up some the workshop disaster
that I’d created in the welding and grinding
processes. Can you believe that a guy would
actually volunteer for that? I jumped at the
opportunity and within a couple of busy hours

Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

BARNS N BOARDS
Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317
www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers
OPEN:
Mon. – Sat.
5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

Located on Hwy. 24 in
Downtown Astoria, IL

309-329-2929

we had the shop all cleaned and reorganized.
At least better than it was!
Since everything was going so well,
I decided it was a nice day to go to the
saw-mill for a load of firewood. I had fallen
behind in splitting the wood that I cut
myself. I sell bundled firewood in a “self
serve” facility and am pleasantly surprised
that the sales continue all year around. It
used to be mostly for the campers but now
the market has expanded.
Hitching on to the wood hauling trailer
we discovered one low tire and a broken
wire on the lighting plug. No big problems
– just another item or two to occupy more
time. All fixed we made it to the saw-mill
before their lunch break and back to my
wood storage shed for the uploading job.
The sawyers load the wood with big skid
loaders, but the unloading and stacking is
“one stick at a time”.
Ryan broke for dinner and I picked up
Rosalie and did the same. Our regular visits
to the Depot restaurant in Neoga are always
enjoyable. Lots of friends and neighbors
there, doing the same thing. We saw a herd
of twelve whitetail deer on our voyage down
to lunch making it a bit more pleasant. They
were out in a field foraging for lunch also.
I’ve also noticed, this past week, that the
buzzards are now returning from their winter
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haunts. Note; Joe Fitzpatrick sent me a great
photo of two adult Eagles perched on the old
dam at Paradise lake. “Beautiful”
Returning to the wood unloading
process with a tummy full of chili and fries
was a challenge but young Ryan had already
returned, and I couldn’t let him think that he
could out-do the old guy. We almost got the
wood unloaded and stacked (3500 lbs) when
Ryan got a call to return to his primary duties
at the hvac shop. I finished stacking that
load and Rosalie accompanied me back to
Chesterville to get a second load. That load
hasn’t been unloaded yet and if you’re that
person with absolutely nothing to do, call me.
Next, Michael Martin from Red Line
Marine called and requested that I bring my
Ranger/Mercury fishing boat to his shop the
next morning for some major revisions. This
is going to hurt a bit financially, but it will be
like new when he gets it all done. It will be
already for the spring fishing season. Now
it’s time to write this article.
My point in all this rambling is; between
coyote hunting, deer hunting, fishing, bladesmithing (knife building), working up firewood,
amateur woodworking, writing for several
publications, seminars, and tool fabrication,
I’ve nothing to do either. And I love it! Life is
good! Mostly it’s what you make it!
It’s Faith, Family, and Fellowship
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2018 SPORT SHOW SCHEDULE
Dates

Lake Sara Marina Open House

Location

March 1-4

		
Northern Illinois Boat Show

Effingham, IL

March 1-4

		
Iowa Deer Classic

March 2-4
March 2-4
March 2-4
March 3-4
March 9-11
March 9 – 11
March 10-11
March 10-11

Great Lakes Boat Co.
Hamilton, IL

March 15-17

		

Muscatine Mall
Muscatine, IA

		
Harrisons Sport Shop Open House

UNI Dome
Cedar Falls, IA

		
Great Lakes Boats Co. Open House

Indoor Sports Center
Loves Park, IL

		
River City Outdoor Show

Elmwood Jr Highschool
Elmwood, IL

		
Eastern Iowa Sport Show

Peoria Civic Center
Peoria, IL

		
Rockford RV, Camping & Travel Show

Hennepin Marine
Hennepin, IL

		
Elmwood All Outdoor Show

Iowa Events Center
Des Moines, IA

		
Central Illinois Recreation Show

New Lake County Fairgrounds
Grayslake, IL

		
Hennepin Marine Open House

Lake Sara Marina

Circle M Auctions

March 16-18

25

Jackson Co. Fairgrounds

		
Traverse City Hunting and Fishing Expo

Maquoketa, IA

March 16-18

Traverse City Civic Center

		
Whitetail Classic Sports

Traverse City, IL

March 16-18

Jackson County Fairgrounds

Show/Antler Auction		
Springfield RV & Camping Show

Maquoketa, IA

March 17-19

		
Fish & Hook Sports Show

Prairie Capital Convention
Center, Springfield, IL

March 18

American Legion Post #13

		

Plainfield, IL

The Chicago Outdoor Sport Show

March 22-25

Arlington Boat & RV Pavilion

Family Outdoor Show

March 24-25

YMCA of McDonough County

		
Wisconsin Deer & Turkey Expo

Macomb, IL

April 6-9

Alliant Energy Center

		
Countryside Campers

Madison, WI

April 13 & 14

Countryside Campers

		
C.A.D.A Arms Show

Pana, IL

April 28-29

Dupage Co. Fairgrounds

		
Chicagoland’s National Civil War &

Wheaton, IL

April 28-29

Dupage Co. Fairgrounds

Military Extravaganza		

Wheaton, IL

Harrisons Sport Shop
Hurst, IL

5700 W. Plank Rd.
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

GREAT SELECTION OF BEER, WINE & SPIRITS.
LARGE VARIETY OF VAPING & E-CIGS,
FLAVORS & SUPPLIES!

APOTHIC WINES $8.49 750ML
2014 Ford F150, ,4x4, Supercab, with Hard-to-Find 8ft Bed, V8,
All Power, 54,000.......................................................................................................$23,999
(Cocoa not included)
2016 Jeep Cherokee, 4x4, Sport, 46,000 Mile...................................................................$16,999
2013 Chevy Silverado,4x4, LT, 5.3L Vortec, 1-owner, 50,000 Miles................................$25,000
2013 Ford Escape SEL, 4x4, Leather, 104,000 Miles.......................................................$11,999
2011 Dodge Dakota, 4x4, Crew Cab, V6, 108,000 Miles..................................................$14,999

See www.McCormickAutoPlace.com
for more photos and vehicle details!

FAETH’S

FOWL PLAY

2470 235th St.
Fort Madison, IA
1-877-BIRDHUNT
www.FaethsFowlPlay.com
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LAKE CATFISH TACTICS

Catch more big Whiskerfish in Lakes and Reservoirs
By: Colby Simms
With: Ray Simms & Dereck Dirschuweit
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

Many got our start targeting catfish.
I’ll admit that as angling skills grew; I
chased species like bass, muskies, redfish,
and marlin, more than rough fish, panfish,
and cats. But, cat fishing is something I still
really look forward to.
*Experimentation
I’ve been blessed to truly live
the dream, living on the water, in the
wilderness, and working full time as a
sport fishing pro and outdoor sports media
member for many years. Together with
my company’s large pro staff of full time
fishing guides, we get the time to test
tactics and techniques on the water for a
wide variety of species far more than most,
and we’ve developed favorite methods for
putting higher numbers of fish and bigger
specimens in our boats.
Since I live on a lake most of the year,
I usually fish species like muskies or bass
during the day, and target catfish from late
afternoon into the night, one of the best
times to latch onto the biggest trophy cats
in a body of water. This time period hasn’t
always been my best for hot
action on rivers and streams, but
it definitely seems to produce
numbers of bigger than average
cats on lakes and reservoirs, and
we’ll discuss techniques here.
*Still Water Cat fishing
With limited moving water,
catfish in lakes and many
reservoirs, behave differently
than their river counterparts, and
this goes for all species, channel
cats, flatheads, blues, and

bullhead catfish. While cats in rivers are
accustomed to setting up in specific areas,
places where heavy current literally brings
prey to their tables, lake cats move more in
search of food. This can be an advantage, in
and of itself, as a steady stream of catfish
can be literally delivered to an angler, much
in the way that a steady stream of food is
delivered to river cats.
By setting up in likely areas, drawing
cats close, and making them to hold there,
you significantly up the odds. Look for in
between places. While depth preference
can change throughout the year, catfish, like
many other predators, still like to hunt in
areas that offer both shallower and deeper
structures in close proximity. This could
be as simple as finding cats along shore
in warmer months. Catfish often cruise
irregular shoreline banks. The shallows of
the shoreline itself and little shelves along
a bank are attractive, but especially when
there’s a break line, or drop off, to deeper
water not far away. This allows cats to
quickly search both shallow and deeper
structures for prey in a short time, without

A big catfish puts up a battle for a client of
Colby Simms Outdoors Guide Service.
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wasting energy. The same situation occurs
on the list, especially for bigger cats. Night
in the depths too. Catfish often prowl mid
crawlers, cut shad or herring, or even
depth and deep flats at their edges, where
prepared dough baits can also produce.
there’s steep incline or decline to another
While the smaller bullheads bite worms
flat, shelf, or the lake bottom.
and small minnows best, channel cats
Additional structures make breaks
seem to take all of these baits equally well
better, such as points, humps, creek
in both small and large sizes. Blues usually
channels, and holes, and the best structures
prefer large cut baits, while flatheads opt
still will have some cover on them, either
for big lively fish most of the time.
rock, wood, vegetation, or manmade cover
like docks or fish attractors. Once in the
*Get Out There
right area, a sure-fire way to up your odds
Lake catfish can be great fun. These
of attracting and catching larger numbers
powerful hard fighting bruisers are a blast
of catfish, and bigger fish too, is to chum up
to catch on almost any tackle and can grow
the area you’re fishing. Tossing out handfuls
much larger than many other species that
of anything that catfish would eat, such
share their waters. We still have a few
as cut up baitfish like shad, or
bluegills where legal, or using
scented sinking baits or floating
chum, can draw cats in from far
away and cause them to hold in
the area.
We generally use medium
weight casting and spinning
gear for channels and bullheads
and step up to heavy power
rated equipment for blues and
flatheads. As for baits, live
baitfish like shiner minnows,
bluegills, or suckers are high
Lake catfish are abundant in prime waters.

Edgewater Villa Resort
LOCATED ON TABLE ROCK LAKE
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dates left open for guided fishing trips
during peak seasons, with and without
lodging, at our guide service’s top locations
across the Midwest. But, be sure to book
soon before they’re all gone. The only real
mistake though is not taking the time to get
out into God’s great outdoors with regularity,
soak up a little sun, dangle a hand in the
water, and breathe fresh clean country air,
as you connect with the wild creatures that
we love so much, and thereby connect with
the depths of your own soul in the process.
Remember, get out there…

Internationally renowned fishing pro
& media personality Colby Simms
displays a big lake channel cat.
COLBY SIMMS is a multiple-time bass & muskie tournament champion &
multiple-time circuit championship title holder, a record holding fishing guide,
award winning national network TV personality, popular radio personality, a
famous international public speaker, and an internationally renowned award
winning writer. He’s Founder & Owner of the Colby Simms Outdoors group of
businesses offering a free online magazine, American made lures, media services,
professional promotions, sponsorship opportunities, seminars & public appearances,
as well as guided trips & fishing vacations in the United States, Canada, Mexico
& Costa Rica, through COLBY SIMMS OUTDOORS at: www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow
him at: www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro .

H&H Fish & Seafood
CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN
Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
(Fish Fried by the Pound), Flathead,
Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded
Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle,
Chicken Wings, Gizzards,
HM Tenderloins & More

Winter Hours:
Tues – Sat 12:00pm – 6:00pm
Closed Sunday & Monday
401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL
(across from McDonald’s)

309-543-0062

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

Fishing • Family Vacations • 21 Full Kitchen Cabins
28 Dock Slips • Swimming Pool
Concrete Boat Ramp • Pavilion • Grills

Call us at 417-739-4585 or email us at
edgewatervillaresort@outlook.com
392 Eagle Drive, Reeds Spring, MO 65737

www.edgewatervillaresort.com

www.jnjmarine.com
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By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774
Hello early spring… It’s the time
of year that every Bass fisherman who
is worth his salt looks forward to. The
thought of Bass that haven’t seen a
lure for at least 3 months is enough to
stir any of us into a tumultuous uproar!
Early spring has its advantages, but it can
also have its unique problems as well.
Rising water temperatures can send Bass
into flurries of activity that are a Bass
fisherman’s dream come true. But, just as
quickly, a stubborn early spring cold front
can be a nightmare that puts the fish back
into hibernation. The up and down of the
temperatures throughout March here in
Central Illinois were a testament to that!
Great fishing one week and nothing the
next two! The key to successful fishing
during this time of year lies in using
the proper lures, presenting them in an
effective manner and using the weather
conditions to your benefit. Paying
attention to even the smallest of details
can sometimes mean the difference
between a great day on the water or
going home disappointed.
When starting out in the spring
you can expect water temperatures to
be in the low 40-degree range. Most
people shiver when they even think of
fishing in this kind of cold water. But the
temperature should clue you in as to what
type of lure is apt to give you the best
results. Think small. 3-inch grubs, 4 inch
plastic worms of the straight-tail variety
and 1/4 oz. Jig & Chunk combinations
fit the bill. Another consistent producer
under these conditions, in shallow bodies
of water, is the Rapala original in the
3 1/2 inch & the 4 3/8-inch sizes, or a
Smithwick Rogue in the 6-inch model.
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EARLY SPRING
BASS FISHING
I also maintain Spinnerbaits will have
their place in your Spring arsenal but
will not be as consistent producers as
the previously listed lures. But with any
of the aforementioned baits the key is
S-L-O-W. The Bass’s metabolism is still in
low gear and they aren’t
in much of a chasing
mood. The 3-inch grub
should be rigged on a 1/8
oz. jig-head. Preferred
colors are pumpkinseed,
smoke, chartreuse or
white depending on the
clarity of the water you
are fishing. This should
be retrieved either on
a slow lift & drop or
by letting it sink to the
bottom, lifting it slightly and swimming
it back just above the bottom of the lake.
With either method a hit will usually just
feel like extra weight on the end of the
line. When in doubt set the hook. The
4-inch worm is best rigged on a 1/8 oz.
Slider type jig head or Texas style with
a light wire 1/0 hook & a 1/16 oz. bullet
weight. Color is a matter of personal
preference. However, black is always a

good starting point. Smoke
and pumpkinseed again
are also proven colors. A
slow lift and drop retrieve
is the standard method
of presentation. Just

(jig)

RANGER 900 FAMILY
RANGER® LINEUP: NEW! PROSTAR® PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
NEW! GRAPHICS & COLOR SCHEMES
PRO-FIT CAB INTEGRATION ADVANTAGE

SPORTSMAN® &
SPORTSMAN ACE® LINEUP:
NEW! PROSTAR®
PERFORMANCE
UPGRADES
SUPERIOR RIDE &
HANDLING
LOCK & RIDE ACCESSORY
ADVANTAGE
Vehicles shown with upgraded accessories.
Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection
and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887.
You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. ©2016 Polaris Industries Inc.

(Rogue)

(3 inch grub)
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(Rapala)

remember; keep it slow. The 1/4 oz. Jig &
Chunk combination is known for its ability
to attract big fish. But this is not saying
that it should necessarily be a big, bulky
bait. Trimming the skirt way back and
combining it with a plastic frog or other
smaller creature bait can make it a meal
that a big Bass finds hard to resist with its
slow fall and natural appearance. Proven
color combinations are a black, black &
purple, or black & blue jig with a black
or brown plastic chunk. A slow lift and
drop is by far the best method of retrieval.
Watching your line is critical. Most bites
will be nothing more than a heavy feeling
or a slight jump in the line as the jig falls
toward the bottom. When a fish hits your
jig don’t be afraid to cross its eyes when

you set the hook. Remember, you have to
penetrate the weed guard as well as the
tough old mouth of Mr. or Mrs. Bass.
The Rapala or Smithwick Rogue is
simply cast past your target and retrieved
slow and steadily. Just fast enough to
feel the wobble as it makes its way back
to the boat. When a Bass hits you’ll not
usually have any trouble knowing. Many
times, when the other presentations have
failed, this one will coax Bass into biting.
In addition, if you are using a suspending
model, the occasional pause can elicit a
massive strike as well! Productive colors
are gold, silver, and fire tiger. Be sure, no
matter what presentation you choose,
that your hooks are sharp.
Line size can also be an integral part

EVERGREEN LAKE & COMLARA PARK
GREAT FISHING:

(spinnerbait)

MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
Guides & Outfitters

618/728-4328

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT,
CHUKAR, DOVE & TURKEY!
Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign,
turn south, follow signs

AND MUCH MORE. . .

13001 Recreation Area Dr.,
Hudson, IL 61748
(10 miles N. of Bloomington/
Normal off I-39)

a big part in being a successful early
spring fisherman. A bright, sunny, warm
spring day, as nice as it is, is not usually
enough to turn the fish on unless the body
of water you are fishing is extremely
shallow. At least 2 or 3 days of stable
weather are needed to really get things
moving, although 4 or 5 days are better.
By the end of the 3rd day the fish will be

Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71

• Muskie • Crappie
• Bass
• Saugeye
• Catfish • Bluegill
• Bait & Tackle Shop
• Camping
• Boat Rentals
• Concessions
• Swimming
• Multi-Use Trails

of your presentation. The “light is better”
school of thought is not always the way
to go. 6-8 lb. test is probably your best bet
for the jig & grub. But the plastic worm
and the Rapala perform well on 10 lb. test
and the fish don’t seem to mind. Fish the
Rapala with a #2 cross lock snap attached
to the front for a livelier, more natural
appearance. The Jig & Chunk are best
fished on line in the 14 & 15
lb. test range. The heavier line
gives the jig a slower fall thus
making it an easier and more
tempting target for lethargic
Bass. Berkley’s Big Game line
in the 15 lb. test size and lo-vis
green color is hard to beat for
durability and invisibility.
The weather is always the
controlling factor in early spring
fishing. But it’s not always the
enemy. Knowing what to look
for in weather patterns can play
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BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
BOAT RENTAL
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com

309-434-6770
www.McleanCountyIL.gov/parks

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • November 1 thru April 15

Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

(618) 845-3367

Todd Hodgson
217-473-1009

Gary Hodgson
217-81-7975
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starting to feed more aggressively and
will be more responsive to any of your
presentations. Most fishermen think of
cloudy, overcast days as being the ideal
conditions for aggressive feeding on the
part of the Bass. This is only partly true. A
cloudy day, after having 2 or 3 other cloudy
days isn’t worth a whole lot. A series of
cool, cloudy days does nothing but drop
the water temperature and put a damper
on the Bass’s metabolism. The key to the
cloudy day theory, especially in the early
spring, is to fish the first cloudy day after
a warming trend. If you have 4 or 5 warm,
sunny days and then a cloudy, rainy day
be sure to get out on the lake, even if it
means digging out your rain gear. It’ll be
well worth it. Not only will you increase
your chances of catching numbers of
fish but your chances of connecting
with a genuine Wall hanger increase, in
my opinion, by at least 20-40%. Under
these conditions the Jig & Chunk and the
Spinnerbait are probably the best choices
to throw. Spinnerbait color choices should
be limited to anything with a majority of
White or White/Chartreuse, and even
combinations of Blacks, Blues, and/or
Purples depending on water clarity. The
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Spinnerbait allows you to cover water
quickly and locate active fish. Once you
locate fish with your Spinnerbait don’t be
afraid to use the Jig & Chunk to tempt the
less active, bigger fish. A sincere effort
on the part of the angler will generally
pay off with some good quality catches
without leaving the area where the
fish were slamming Spinnerbaits. Pay
attention to these details. You’ll increase
your catch and unlock the secrets of early
spring fishing.
Follow these simple tips and your
Early Spring fishing this year could very
well be your best ever! And if you need any
new Spinnerbaits to add to your arsenal,
stop and see us at the Raptor Premium
Spinnerbaits booth at the Elmwood All
Outdoors Show March 3rd and 4th, or
check out our facebook page and I’ll be
glad to take your order. Or you can stop
into Rt24 Gun and pawn in Bartonville,
and Brandan will be glad to point you to
the selections in stock. Until next month,
Good Luck, Good Fishing and hope to see
you on the water.
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Joe Oppe and Journey along with Neal Buhl (taking pic)
after a morning hunt. Joe even bagged a banded goose!

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL 61734

309-244-8249

VALUE PRICED VEHICLES!

2016 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4............................................... $32,380
2016 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $32,220
2016 Ford F250 Platinum, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel............................ $54,840
2015 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4............................................... $31,570
2015 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $32,700
2014 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado LT, Extended Cab, 4x4................. $27,790
2014 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado LT, Crewcab, 4x4......................... $28,120
2014 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4.......................................... $32,460
2014 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $27,880
2013 Ford F150 Lariat Supercrew, 4x4........................................... $28,430
2013 Ford F150 Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4..................................... $29,990
2013 Ford F250 XLT, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel.................................... $35,560
2012 Dodge Ram 1500 Sport, Quad Cab, 4x4................................ $28,340
2012 Ford F250 XLT, Supercab, 4x4, Gas....................................... $19,450
2012 Dodge Ram 4500, Regular Cab, 4x2, Diesel......................... $28,940
2012 Ford F550 XL Regular Cab, 4x2, Gas..................................... $17,360
2011 Chevrolet Colorado LT, Crewcab, 4x4................................... $14,220
2011 GMC 1500 Sierra SLE, Crewcab, 4x4.................................... $25,570
2011 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $24,220
2011 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercab, 4x2, w/topper........................... $25,640
2010 Ford Ranger XL, Regular Cab, 4x2........................................... $7,240
2010 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4............................................. $14,880
Come Check out the New F-Series Trucks

LARGE INVENTORY OF PREOWNED TRUCKS, VANS AND SPORT UTILITIES
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MDC OFFERS POND MANAGEMENT WORKSHOPS
FOR LANDOWNERS IN MID-MISSOURI
By Robert Hemmelgarn

COLUMBIA, Mo. – The Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC) invites landowners to
attend any of four free workshops in March
on pond management in mid-Missouri.
MDC pond management workshops help
landowners make the most of their private
lakes or ponds by teaching techniques to
control aquatic plants, improve fishing and
frogging, build and maintain better ponds, and
manage pond water quality. Each workshop
will cover a variety of topics including pond
site selection, pond construction, pond
stocking, fisheries management, aquatic
vegetation management, pond watershed
management, and nuisance wildlife.

Professionals from MDC, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, and soil
and water conservation districts will give
presentations and answer questions.
Attendees can also pick up useful literature
and brochures on pond management to bring
home. Light snacks and beverages will also
be provided.
“These workshops are great for new or
current landowners who would like to learn
more about pond management,” said MDC
Fisheries Management Biologist Scott Voney.
“Whether you have a pond, or are thinking
of building one, this workshop will give you
the necessary background and information to
assist you with your pond.”

DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE!
810 Deal St. • Highland, IL

618-654-3813
korte-meats.com

PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
Variety of Bratwurst, Variety of Burger, Breakfast Sausage, Polish Sausage,
Variety of Salami, Variety of Salami Sticks, Bacon, Bologna, Hot Dogs,
Jerky, Summer Sausage and Snack Sticks

Callaway County
Wednesday, March 7 – 6:30 - 9 p.m.
Callaway Electric Co-Op.
1313 Cooperative Drive in Fulton
Register by March 6 by calling (573)
815-7900, or by visiting: mdc-event-web.
s3licensing.com/Event/EventDetails/154170
Boone County
Thursday, March 8 – 6:30 - 9 p.m.
MDC Central Regional Office
3500 E. Gans Road in Columbia
Register by March 7 by calling (573)
815-7900, or by visiting: mdc-event-web.
s3licensing.com/Event/EventDetails/154179
Cole County
Wednesday, March 21 – 6:30 - 9 p.m.
Runge Conservation Nature Center
330 Commerce Drive in Jefferson City
Register by March 21 by calling (573)
796-0286, ext. 4284, or by visiting: mdc-

Learn to build, manage, and make the
most of your pond at one of four FREE
pond management workshops in midMissouri this March.

event-web.s3licensing.com/Event/
EventDetails/154166
Moniteau County
Tuesday, March 22 – 6:30 - 9 p.m.
California City Hall, public meeting room
500 S. Oak St. in California
Register by March 22 by calling (573)
796-0286, ext. 4284, or by visiting: mdcevent-web.s3licensing.com/Event/
EventDetails/154164
Learn more about these workshops and find
additional educational materials at mdc.
mo.gov/property/pond-stream-care.

BUZZY’S TACKLE
Quality Tackle • Fishing Permits • Live Bait • Hunting Permits

208 N. Lincoln Dr. • Troy, MO 63379

(636) 528-4060

OPEN: Tues - Fri 8am - 6pm & Sat 8am - 3:30pm
Drop off during Archery season: Sunday 9:30am-10:30am & 7pm-8pm and Mondays 8am-10am
Check Facebook for Weekend Hours During the Seasons!

OPEN:
Mon.-Sat.
at 7am

When you think batteries…............THINK

BATTERIES FOR:

DEEP
CYCLE

Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone,
Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.
We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!
We Accept:

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
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MDC AND PARTNERS ELIMINATE MORE THAN 6,500
FERAL HOGS FROM MISSOURI’S LANDSCAPE IN 2017
By Candice Davis

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The Missouri
Department of Conservation’s (MDC) feral
hog strike team has tallied up elimination
numbers for 2017. The year yielded a total
of 6,567 feral hogs removed by MDC,
partner agencies and private landowners.
In 2016, 5,358 feral hogs were removed
from the landscape.
Crews in southeast Missouri removed
2,858 feral hogs, which is where the
highest density of feral hogs occurs.
The Ozark region removed 2,576 and the
Southwest region removed 932 feral hogs.
Other regions across Missouri had around
100 or fewer feral hogs removed.
“We’re seeing positive impacts in areas
with smaller feral hog populations, such
as on the western side of the state,” said
Mark McLain, MDC’s feral hog elimination
team leader. “Our overall success for 2017
can be attributed to our strategic approach
to eliminating populations of feral hogs.”
McLain said it’s essential that the
public understand why feral hogs must be
eliminated.
“These are a destructive, invasive
species that doesn’t belong here; they’re
not a native species,” McLain said. “They
out-compete native wildlife for habitat and
food. For example, places with a lot of feral
hogs will see their wild turkey and deer
population diminish.”
McLain said feral hogs present
potential for diseases to spread to
humans, pets and livestock and that he
hopes the message that hunting is not an
effective method for eliminating feral hog
populations is starting to catch on.
“For over 20 years, unregulated take
of feral hogs was allowed in Missouri,
during which time our feral hog population
expanded from a few counties to over 30
counties,” he said.
In 2017, MDC, the Corps of Engineers
and the LAD Foundation established
regulations against feral hog hunting on
lands owned and managed by these three
organizations.
“A persistent piece of this story is
continued illegal releases of feral hogs,
which establishes populations and further
spreads the problem,” McLain said. “This
is illegal and when caught, those who
release feral hogs face hefty fines.”
McLain said MDC and its many

partners are committed to eliminating
feral hogs from Missouri. Organizations
that have partnered against feral hogs in
Missouri include:
• Missouri Farm Bureau
• Missouri Corn Growers Association
• Missouri Soybean Association
• Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council
• Missouri Cattlemen’s Association
• MFA
• Missouri Pork Association
• Missouri Agribusiness Association
• National Wild Turkey Federation
• Quality Deer Management Association
• Quail Forever
• Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation
• Missouri Rural Water Association
• Kansas City Agribusiness Club
• Saint Louis Agribusiness Club
• Missouri Farmers Care
• Missouri Department of Natural Resources
• Missouri Department of Agriculture
•
Conservation Federation of Missouri
Charitable Trust
• AgriServices of Brunswick
• Missouri Forest Products Association
• Honey Creek Media
•
Association of Missouri Electrical
Cooperatives (AMEC)
• LAD Foundation
• USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, Wildlife Services
•
Missouri Department of Health and

Senior Services
•
USDA Forest Service, Mark Twain
National Forest
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service
• Ozark National Scenic Riverways (OSNR/
NPS)
• Fort Leonard Wood
Other attributing factors in the success
of the feral hog elimination effort include
MDC’s “Report, don’t shoot” message to
encourage trapping, prohibiting the take
of feral hogs on conservation areas, and a
strong public awareness campaign.
“Landowners and the public are a
crucial element of this effort, especially
since most land in Missouri is privately
owned,” McLain said. “We must continue
to educate on the dangers of feral hogs and
engage landowners in elimination efforts.”
McLain said landowners are responding
to an increased public education campaign,
centered on the knowledge that hunting feral
hogs is not an effective way to eliminate
them. He said more landowners are starting
to understand, and are seeing, that hunting
feral hogs pushes them onto neighboring
property, which causes problems for their
neighbors. When neighboring landowners
try to control feral hogs through hunting, the
hogs simply travel back and forth between the
properties, escape and cause more damage.
Trapping with no hunting interference is the

best method to eliminate them.
“They’re [landowners] reporting feral
hog signs and coming to us for help, which
is exactly what we hoped would happen,” he
said. “We help by providing technical advice,
on-site visits, loaning equipment and training
of the trapping and removal process.”
Feral hogs are not wildlife and are a
serious threat to fish, forests and wildlife
as well as agricultural resources. Economic
loss estimates from 10 years ago in the
U.S. were at greater than $1.5 billion in
damage from feral hogs per year. Since
there are more hogs today, this total is likely
higher now. Feral hogs damage property,
agriculture, and natural resources by their
aggressive rooting of soil in addition to their
trampling and consumption of crops as part
of their daily search for food.
Feral hogs have expanded their range in
the U.S. from 17 to 38 states over the past
30 years. Their populations grow rapidly
because feral hogs can breed any time of
year and produce two litters of one to seven
piglets every 12 to 15 months. Feral hogs are
also known to carry diseases such as swine
brucellosis, pseudorabies, trichinosis and
leptospirosis, which are a threat to Missouri
agriculture and human health.
To report feral hog sightings or
damage, go online to mdc.mo.gov/feralhog.
www.mdc.mo.gov
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MDC AND PARTNERS PRESENT MDC AREAS IN AND AROUND
KANSAS CITY OFFER SCENIC
NATIVE LANDSCAPING
TRAILS FOR WINTER HIKES
WORKSHOP MARCH 31 IN
By Bill Graham
MARYLAND HEIGHTS
By Dan Zarlenga

MARYLAND HTS., MO. — Homeowners
can contribute significantly to making their
neighborhoods and communities greener by
planting native plants.  To help them get started,
the Missouri Department of Conservation
(MDC) and partners are once again presenting
Partners for Native Landscaping Workshop.
The workshop will take place Saturday, March
31, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Maryland Heights
Community Center, 2300 McKelvey Road.  
The workshop will provide information
and resources that will enable homeowners to
landscape their property with native plants to
help create greener communities. The event
features a series of breakout sessions that will
explore topics in greater depth.
Check-in and networking for the workshop
begins at 8 a.m. and the general workshop
session starts at 9 a.m. Following the general
presentations, the breakout sessions will cover:
• Gardening for wildlife
• Designing native gardens
• Maintaining native gardens
• Developing rainscaping features
Participants will also learn about native
plant organizations, discover related upcoming
events, meet other native gardeners and
purchase Missouri native plants and wildflowers
for their landscaping needs.
Space is limited for the workshop and
advanced registration is required. A $20 fee
covers the entire workshop, which includes

a buffet lunch.
Registration is
available online
at https://goo.
gl/VftKMz. For
questions about Missouri native plants
like blue star are
the event, call
(314) 599-7390.
excellent for use in
T h e home flower gardens
workshop
is
and landscaping.
sponsored
jointly by MDC, Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer
District, Shaw Nature Reserve, St. Louis
Audubon Society’s Bring Conservation Home
Program, St. Louis Community College, the St.
Louis Chapter of Wild Ones, and Grow Native!.
Native plants have evolved in Missouri’s
landscape. They are better acclimated to
our climate conditions than exotic plants
and resistant to local pests and diseases.
This translates into less time, effort and
costs consumed by watering, fertilizing and
insecticide use.
Likewise, native Missouri wildlife has
evolved to coexist and use native plants
for cover, food and habitat. So increasing
native plants also tends to increase desirable
wildlife, like birds, butterflies and pollinators.
The Partners for Native Landscaping
Workshop is part of MDC’s commitment to
work with homeowners to sustain healthy
and greener communities for both people and
wildlife.

THE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHING
• Choke & Mechanical
Specialist
• School Trained,
20+ Years
• Best Recoil Pads

• Improvement of Turkey,
Match, Steel Shot
Performance
• Stop Bruises

P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

636-282-4379

Interesting Articles & Detailed Work Listing at:

TheShotgunShop.net

Kansas City, MO. – Winter is a curious hiker’s
friend. Sights and sounds are different along
a trail. Only the red cedar trees are green by
February and early March. Leaves have fallen
and been compressed by the snow or even
washed downhill by rains. What stands out
to the eye are tree trunks and limbs reaching
skyward, blackish at dusk or dawn. Unless it’s
the white and tan of sycamore bark gleaming
in winter’s low sun angle with a blue-sky
backdrop. And the creeks, rocky outcrops, and
roll of the hills are clearly visible.
Snow, of course, changes the scene and
the sounds. Snow blankets create a profound
stillness when insects are absent, tree frogs
are hibernating, winds go calm and no leaves
are rustling. Snow softens even songbird chirps
as they forage for food. Nature, however, is
always on the move somewhere, even in winter.
Squirrel and rabbit tracks in the snow are proof.
Wildlife is often easier to see in winter.
Wild turkeys are somewhat used to people
at the trails near the Missouri Department of
Conservation’s (MDC) Burr Oak Woods Nature
Center in Blue Springs. They will move away from
your presence, but not too fast. The turkeys also
are visitors to the center’s outdoor bird feeding
stations, so on the coldest day you can be warm
and watch from the indoor viewing room.
White-tailed deer frequent the forest,
woodland, and restored grasslands at Burr Oak
Woods. In winter, they sometimes linger longer to
feed in the early morning or late afternoon hours.
But they too are cautious, be quick with the camera.
Burr Oak Woods has several trails that lead
near creeks, through wildlife-friendly habitats,
and past limestone outcrops. The Bethany Falls

33

Trail is especially
noted for its
pathways
past
and
through
limestone bluffs.
Winter gives a
clear view of the
The Bethany Falls
layered stone and
Trail at Burr Oak
the trees that sink Woods Nature Center
roots in the soil offers a path through
around them.
woods, limestone
outcrops, and a
M D C ’ s
restored grassland.
conservation areas
Winter can be a fun
and nature centers
time to hike with the
offer a variety of
terrain and wildlife
winter hikes. The
more visible. MDC
Anita B. Gorman
conservation areas are
Discovery Center
good places for late
at 4750 Troost
winter hiking.
Ave. in the heart
of Kansas City has short trails in the outdoor
garden for a quick walk, and a play area for
children with logs and boulders. The Platte Falls
Conservation Area in the Northland or the James
A. Reed Memorial Wildlife Area in Lee’s Summit
are examples of places that offer a chance to
use trails or service roads to hike through forests
and fields. Or, at a conservation area you can cut
through the woods and set your own path in a
season when the ticks and chiggers are inactive
and the terrain ahead is open to view.
For information about Burr Oak Woods,
visit http://mdc.mo.gov/burroakwoods. MDC
offers possible winter hiking destinations at
conservation areas throughout the Kansas City
metro area and Missouri. To find a conservation
area near you, visit https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/
discover-nature/places.

BACKWATERS MARINE
4136 Pontoon Rd. • Granite City, IL
sales@backwatersmarine.com

618-931-0919 • www.backwatersmarine.com
Our Prices Won’t Be Beat On War Eagle Boat, Motor & Trailer Packages!!!
War Eagle 648 LDV with 25hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller: War Eagle 648 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate
Floor, Navigation Lights, Bilge Pump, 25hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $9,600.00
War Eagle 860 with 50hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller:
War Eagle 860 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation
Lights, 50hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $14,695.00
War Eagle 754 with 40hp Evinrude E-TEC: War
Eagle 754 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation
Lights, 40hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . .$12,795.00*

OPEN: M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am - 5pm
Other Times By Appt.

WE DELIVER ALL OVER THE MIDWEST! WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD . . . CALL US TODAY!
Custom, All-Aluminum Duck Boat Blinds & Flotation Pods!
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OZARK STREAMS
by Bill Cooper

There are
special Ozark
streams that
will always
be near to
my heart. I
still fondly
remember favorite camps and special friends.
My favorite float and camp partner, Ron
Kruger passed away last fall. We didn’t get to
spend our annual four days in the fall floating,
camping, fishing, hunting and eating together.
However, we made lots of memories that will
stick with me to the end of my days when I’ll
see Kruger again on a cold trout stream.
We took our last grand voyage together
on the Jacks Fork and Current Rivers, a
fabulous four day trip crammed full of
adventure and fall colors.
Eminence Mayor Jim Anderson, put us in
at the Eminence City Park. The consummate
fishermen, Kruger picked up his spinning
rod after the first couple of whispers of his
paddle. “I’m gonna make you a five dollar
bet, Cooper,” he had said.
“What’s that Kruger?” I quizzed, all the
while knowing that I was about to be skinned.
“I bet you I catch the biggest smallmouth on
this trip.” Kruger said with a whimsical chuckle.

“You’re on you old goat,” I retorted with all
the bravado I could muster, well knowing that
Kruger had guided on those waters for years.
Thirty minutes down the river, Kruger had
a half dozen small fish to his credit. I hadn’t
touched my rod yet, but needled Kruger to let
him know that I had to be fishing, too, for the
bet to count. Kruger wryly informed me that
he was only practicing.
An hour into the trip, Kruger insisted we
stop and that I whip up one of my famous
gravel bar breakfasts. I agreed and he never
stopped fishing, except when I asked him
to man the skillet while I retrieved a much
needed item from the canoe. While in the
process, I picked up my spinning rod and
made one cast. I caught a legal smallmouth,
the largest of the trip thus far.
“That five bucks just swung to my
column, Kruger,” I gouged.
“But, I wasn’t fishing, Cooper,” he came
back. “Rules are rules you know.”
“Give me my skillet back, Kruger.” I said.
“A little arsenic for your eggs man! Oh, I
forgot, arsenic doesn’t kill pigs.”
“Dang, Cooper, you’re cruel,” he
growled.
The banter between two old men
provided half the fun as we made our way
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down the Jacks Fork. Smallmouth continued
to fall to our small spinnerbaits, but nothing
either of us could brag about.
We halted our float two hours before dark
to give us ample time to set up a comfortable
camp and prepare dinner. I had agreed to to do
all of the cooking. Kruger popped up a tent and
moved in. I pitched a reclining camp lounger
onto the gravel bar along with a tarp to protect
me from the moisture.
 	 Kruger went back to fishing while I built
a fire and started dinner. The smells of strong
river coffee became more than he could stand.
He plopped down in his camp chair by the fire
just as I was loading his plate with food.
“Is that steak,?” he asked. “Looks and
smells wonderful.”
“No. It’s black bear, I replied with my
own wry grin.
“You gotta be kiddin’ me,” Kruger said
happily. “Now, this is the life, sitting by the
campfire eatin’ black bear, baked potatoes
with butter and sour cream, and ham and
beans. And look at that,” he nodded towards
the river. “The beautiful Jacks Fork River, one
of the grandest in the country, runs right at
our feet. And, there is not another human
being in sight!”
The next evening we camped at Goose
Bay on the Current River. We enjoyed thick
ham steaks, green beans from the garden
and the last of my tomato crop.
A grand bluff towered over head just
across the river. A pair of bald eagles took

turns perching on the highest tree top. Ducks
zoomed up and down river. A beaver swam by
our camp just feet away. A barred owl sang
it’s eight notes down river and a coyote far
out in the hills answered.
As the last rays of light fell behind the
ridge to the west, the bugle of a bull elk
echoed through the fog covered hills. Shivers
ran up my spine, as I’m sure they did Kruger’s
as well. We were kindred spirits.
Our canoe slid easily into the fog the next
morning. I had tied on my secret lure, a brown
and green Wiggle Wart. I knew exactly where
I would cast. I quietly laid my rod across the
gunnel to make some adjustments in the canoe
cargo.
Kruger
grabbed my rod
and whipped the
lure to the exact
spot I intended
to fish. The rod
arched heavily.
Minutes
later
Kruger
lipped
the
biggest fish of
the trip, roaring
with
raucous
laughter in true Ron Kruger grabbed
Kruger
style. up Bill Cooper’s rod
We drifted into and WiggleWart and
a thick fog, caught the biggest
river mates for fish of the trip. What
eternity.
are buddies for?

A Great Year To Catch Cats And Crappie With B’n’M.
Three “Silver Cat Magnum” Rods for hauling in the heaviest
catfish, and our exclusiveline of “Duck Commander”
Crappie Poles and Rods.
Snag ‘em while they’re hot . . .
at your local retailer or at
www.bnmpoles.com

Post Office Box 231, West Point, MS 39773
Toll Free: 1-800-647-6363 • Voice 662-494-5092
Office Hours: 7 am - 5 pm CST
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SPRING LAKE BASS
TOURNAMENT

Now in it’s 37th year, the Peoria Sportsman’s Club Spring
Tournament is scheduled for April 28th and 29th 2018. Entry
fee is $120 per two man team. The tournament will have a
total purse of $10,000 highlighted by $2,500 for the first place
team, $1,000 for the top individual angler and $500 minimum
per day big bass pots.
Over the years this tournament has logged some remarkable
catches including big bass in excess of 9 pounds and 3 fish
limits over 18 pounds. This event is limited to the first 50
boats to sign up and sign ups must be made in person (see
date below). Entries will be accepted after the initial sign up
if the tournament is not filled and forms will be distributed in
late February. Please contact the Peoria Sportsman’s Club for
more information.
March 24th - Tournament Sign Up and Chicken Fry - Sign up
starts at 5pm dinner to follow

Congrats to Connie Wagoner
(Rich). Caught in Kissimmee
Florida this winter...
Way to go Connie!

2017 PSC Tournament
Winners

Peoria Sportsmen’s Club

Spring Lake 37th Annual
Bass Tournament
April 28 & 29, 2018

…is the Premier Outfitter in the Area!

CALL our knowledgeable staff for help with all your hunting and fishing needs…
Large supply of hunting, fishing & marine equip.
Special orders available at no additional cost!
Lots of Firearms & Discounted Bows!

Sign up starts at 5pm
Chicken Fry
Dinner to Follow

NEW LOCATION: 3250 Fields Dr. • Bettendorf, IA 52722

563-243-4696 • RandRSportsInc.com

SOLD & INSTALLED
LOCALLY BY:

GREG’S

GARAGE DOOR
Sales & Service
Insured

Please contact the Peoria Sportsmen’s Club at
6404 Bass Rd., Manito, IL 309-545-3007

MEL’S SPORTING GOODS
• Custom Built Bowstrings
• Pro Shop
• Indoor Range
•N
 OW SELLING

FIREARMS!

618.662.8663
2218 Court St. • Pekin, IL 61554 • 309-347-8610

520 S. Elm • Flora, IL 62839

Rt 50 to Flora, Main St. South over tracks, right at 3-story Self Storage

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 10am - 7pm
Sat 9am - 3pm
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CALEB
STAYS
WITH
IT
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

Most turkey
hunting legends
we know or hear
about are older
fellows,
with
decades of hunting experience and
dozens of gobblers to their credit. And
deservedly so. Being successful at a
sport as challenging and unpredictable
as turkey hunting, on a regular basis,
is a very tough task. Usually the more
mature the hunter is, the more successful
he becomes.
There are, as we all know, exceptions
to every rule. The closest exception I
know of to the above-described situation
is a young man named Caleb. This
15-year old has accumulated a large
degree of turkey hunting know-how and
experience in his short, five-year turkeyhunting career.
Caleb began his class in spring
gobbler hunting long before he ever
carried a shotgun on a hunt. For three

seasons he accompanied his Father on
turkey hunts as he “learned the ropes”
of the sport. He got to see successful
hunts, as well as see the birds win
several rounds. He was very anxious to
actually hunt for the first time.
That first hunt came just a few
weeks after Caleb completed his hunter
safety course. His Dad called that first
bird in for him. His shot was good and
his first gobbler weighed 23-pounds and
had an 11-inch beard. Caleb was eleven
years old.
The following season, the young
hunter had a very unique opportunity.
His hunt was to be filmed for an outdoor
TV show and possibly even for a youth
hunting video. Caleb was very excited,
but he knew from watching his Dad
film hunts that it was very hard to get
everything right for the video camera.
The film of that hunt was as
perfect as the hunt itself. Caleb killed a
22-pounder at less than 20 yards, right in
Young, but veteran
turkey hunter Caleb
Roux shows the
rewards for good
judgment in
the turkey woods.
(Photo by Mike Roux)

front of the camera. As you can see, this
young hunter’s reputation was already
beginning to build by taking two huge
gobblers in his first two seasons.
Bitter disappointment was turned
into utter joy during Caleb’s third season.
Caleb was 13 now and ready to try callingin his own bird. He had practiced the
whole winter and was really pumped-up
about the spring season. But the bottom
dropped-out of his plans as his Dad, and
guide, injured his knee the week before
Caleb’s hunt.
They were both very discouraged,
but a hero soon emerged. Dad’s good
friend John Caldwell volunteered to take
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Caleb to the turkey woods that year to
substitute for his injured friend.
John and Caleb had a quick, exciting
and very successful hunt that morning.
Many newspaper and magazine articles
were written about the turkey hunt that
these two shared. The photos of the
22-pound gobbler were also outstanding.
The luck of a young hunter was now
turning into legend. Everyone in the area
knew about this youngster with the knack
for harvesting huge toms. Many people
recognized him from the video and
articles and spoke to him on the street.
It was a pretty neat feeling for a young
teenage hunter.

EXTREME TERRAIN VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

ARGO DIRECT
Call Mike: 618-588-4444
8565 Rt. 260, New Baden, IL 62265
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Humility, however, is a good thing.
Even though Caleb never got a big head
from his success in the turkey woods, he
had never really been challenged. He
had never had to work hard to get his
bird. That changed in his fourth season.
During that year, Caleb not only did
not harvest a bird…but he missed his
shot. He did say that he learned a lot that
season, even without tagging a gobbler.
He drew some solace from the fact that
his miss was because the bird was too
close, and he shot right by its head. “At
least I didn’t take a long shot, like lots of
guys do,” he said. That statement proved
wisdom beyond his years.
So as this year’s turkey season
approached, Caleb had newfound
determination. He also had new calls.
After trying-out 4 new MOUNTAIN
SCREAMER turkey calls, he decided his
favorite was a triple-glass friction call. “I
will win or lose with this call,” he said.
On the first day of the season, Caleb
and his Dad had a very frustrating hunt.
All the gobblers on their place were
bunched-up and on the other side of a
lake. At about 8 o’clock they moved to

another spot to try “Plan B”.
As the two hunters entered the
timber, Caleb’s Dad made a series of yelps
on a box call. A gobbler about 200 yards
away answered immediately. “Let’s split
the distance to him,” Dad suggested.
The move was quick and quiet.
As soon as they were set, the box call
again coaxed a gobble, and then another.
Caleb raised his gun, and rested it on his
knee, in the direction of the gobbles. All
was now quiet for quite some time.
The next time the birds gave away
their position they were directly to
Caleb’s right and he could not move his
gun. Not wanting to mess-up the four,
that’s right, the four long-beards that
now stood on the hillside, Caleb decided
to let them walk away.
Afterwards, this 15-year old made
another statement that showed his
turkey hunting savvy. “Let’s leave them
alone today. I want to be right back here
at daylight tomorrow,” he decided.
And so they were, Caleb and his
Dad, sitting on a log as the first gobble
rang-out on the second day. After a quick
set-up, Caleb began making light yelps

WEBB’S VALLEY VIEW CAMPGROUND
OPEN APRIL 1st - OCTOBER 31st

on his call. Shortly thereafter,
birds began pitching-out all
around them.
The gobbling was furious
every time Caleb scratched
the call. There were at least 6
toms within a hundred yards of
the two hunters. The gobbling
subsided and then Caleb heard
the low-pitched sound of a
gobbler drumming. He leaned
into his Thompson/Center
ENCORE 12-gauge and waited
for the tom to appear. When
it did, our experienced young
hunter let the bird come right in
and then dispatched him at 11
steps.
This 23 ½ pound tom was
Caleb’s fourth gobbler over 22
pounds in his first five turkey
seasons. So you see, legends
must begin somewhere and this
one is well on its way. And just
in case you have not yet put
2 and 2 together, this young
turkey hunting legend-to-be is
my own son…Caleb Roux.
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Letting gobblers get really close is
something at which Caleb Roux is very
good. (Photo by Mike Roux)

SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians

RV & Tent Camping
Full Hookups
Quiet, Beautiful & Easy to get to!
SCHEDULED MUSIC WEEKENDS!

Roughneck 1860

309-547-3183

17632 E. US Hwy 24 • Lewistown, IL • 2 miles east of Lewistown on US Hwy 24
LOCATED NEAR EMIQUON REFUGE & DICKSON MOUNDS

Enjoy 315 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

GAMBER COVE

With over 10 well-stocked fishing lakes, miles of
hiking trails, berry picking, mushroom hunting, swimming
pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.
Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

www.GamberCove.net

REBATES AVAILABLE
ON ALL LOWE BOATS!
BOAT SHOW PRICING
AND REBATES
CONTINUE TILL
MARCH 31!
Rebates available up to
$1000!“Lowe supports
the Military:” Military
discount on all
boat packages.
INSTANT REBATES TILL 3/31/18

Lowe RX1756

Lowe 1648M Rivoted Jon Boat

2525 N. Grand Ave. East
Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408

EastSideMarine.com
esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!
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ANOTHER GOOD YEAR
FOR LAKE OF THE
OZARKS BASS
by John Neporadny Jr.

Lake of the Ozarks anglers have
always been blessed with good bass
fishing throughout the years and 2018
should be another banner year for the lake.
Guide Jim Dill expects bass fishing
to be average to above average this year
at Lake of the Ozarks. “It seems like the
weights are going up (at tournaments)
and we are seeing bigger fish turned in
on (guide) trips,” he said. “I am catching
a lot more quality fish.” Two 10-pound
largemouth were caught on the Grand
Glaize arm of the lake in the spring of
2016. Dill believes the bass are growing
bigger because the fish have a lot of forage
created by the large shad population in
the lake.
When the water temperature starts
to warm, bass begin their prespawn
migration to the shallows. Bass start
feeding heavily during the first warming
trend of the month when it causes the
water temperature to climb into the
40-degree range. Dill picks 42 degrees as
the magic number for drawing big bass
to the shallows. “Once we hit 42 there
are just as many fish shallow as there is
anywhere else,” he said. “The majority
of the fish are going to start pushing
towards the back ends of creeks looking
for warmer water.”
Bottom-bumping baits such as small
finesse jigs or a Crock-O-Gator Swamp Bug
on a 1/2-ounce jighead tricks prespawn
bass into biting. Suspending jerkbaits in a
variety of colors and an Alabama rig also
produce plenty of quality bass in March.
During early April, Dill throws
larger jigs, Wiggle Warts and
suspending jerkbaits for bass along
the rock transition banks (scattered
chunk rock and pea gravel). The spawn
usually occurs from middle to late April
when the fish nest 6 feet deep or less
in the protected pea gravel pockets.
A variety of soft plastics will work
then and nesting bass will also attack

topwater lures such as a Crock-O-Gator
HeadKnocker Buzz Bait or Zara Spook.
The local guide suggests fishing the
lake’s major creeks for the earliest action
since spring rains tend to warm the backs
of those creeks first. Dill lists Jennings
Branch, Gravois, Bogue, Cedar and Mill
creeks as some of the spots on the lower
end of the lake where the bass action
turns on quicker in the spring.
For information on lodging and other
facilities at the Lake of the Ozarks or to
receive a free vacation guide, call the
Lake of the Ozarks Convention & Visitors
Bureau at 1-800-FUN-LAKE or visit the
Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitors
Bureau web site at funlake.com.
For copies of John Neporadny’s
THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing
Guide
call 573/365-4296 or visit
www.jnoutdoors.com.
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Lids & Caps

• Remote Starts
• Tonneau Covers
• Keyless Entry
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NEW VMC ICE TUNGSTEN
JIGS GET TO FISH FAST
®

MINNETONKA, MN — Of the five
tungsten ice jigs VMC®’s unveiling this
summer, one especially has ICE FORCE®
pro James Holst wishing for winter — the
Tungsten Fly Jig.
“Bluegills are just going to go gaga for
this thing,” says Holst, intrepid host of “In
Depth Outdoors” on the Fox Sports North
channel. “VMC’s taken the intricacies
of hackle, fur and hair and paired them
with an ultra-compact tungsten jighead.
There’s nothing else like it on the ice.”

When the snow finally flies, Holst’s
ice-fishing arsenal will also include
VMC’s new Tungsten Chandelier Jig,
Tungsten Nymph Jig and Tungsten Wax
Tail Jig. Capitalizing on the size-to-weight
advantage of tungsten, each drops fast to
keep a hot-bite on fire.
“Because tungsten sinks much faster
than lead, even a tiny tungsten jig will
get back down to biting fish noticeably
quicker than the standard lead-head jig,”
Holst says. “There’s always one guy in the
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group that can’t
get his bait back
to the bottom in
time when the
bite is fast and
furious. You don’t
want to be that guy.”
Intelligent hook design ensures
lookers become biters. VMC’s exclusive
Power Gap hooks feature a wider round
gap than other micro-jigs of equal weight,
greatly increasing hook-up percentages.
“The hooks on most other Tungsten jigs
are really, really small and practically
impossible to rig plastics on them, or the
type of live bait the fish want,” Holst says.
Tungsten Fly Jig
A perfect imitator of natural flies
and aquatic insects, the Tungsten Fly
Jig delivers big results with a small profile.
“We’ve had it in the water already,”
Holst says. “You can put down six, seven,
eight baits and compare the fish’s reactions.
They’ll often ignore a lot of the run-of-the

mill baits, but they see that Tungsten Fly
and they just go bat crazy. We’ve seen a
very, very strong response to it.”
A 90-degree hook eye ensures optimal
horizontal position of the jig, allowing ice
anglers to convert more hits into solid
hooksets and lose fewer fish at the hole.
Tungsten Fly Jigs come in three sizes,
1/64th, 1/32nd and 1/16th ounces. They’re
available in six color patterns: Glow, Glow
Chartreuse, Glow Pink, Metallic Rainbow,
Metallic Silver, and Metallic Gold. The
Glow colors provide up to 15 minutes of
continuous charge.
Tungsten Chandelier Jig
The Tungsten Chandelier Jig’s inversed
conical head delivers superior sonar

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44

Don’s Hide-A-Way Tavern
WE’RE EASY TO FIND & HARD TO LEAVE

Rt. 9 • Mackinaw, IL

309.359.6118

CHICAGO STREET RENTALS

1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM
Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
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CHILLICOTHE SPORTSMEN CLUB
APRIL 7 & 8, 2018

Sat. 8:30am – 4:00pm • Sun. 8:30am – 3:00pm
Admission $2

Show is held at & hosted by
Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club

21228 Yankee Lane, Chillicothe, IL 61523
All federal, state & local firearm ordinances & laws must be obeyed.

Contact: Steve Risinger 309-208-1010
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Mon - Sat: 11am - 1am • Sun: 10am - 1am
FREE WI-FI • COZY SMOKING BEER GARDEN • PACKAGE LIQUOR
BEER • SODA & ICE AVAILABLE TO GO • ATM
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED!
FREE SHUTTLE WITHIN 20 MILE RADIUS! CALL FOR DETAILS: 241.5219

On Beautiful Lake Sara
Fishing • Water Sports • Golf
Family Fun • Reunions
Business Meetings • New Rooms
Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill,
White Bass & Walleye!
For More Information Call:

(217) 868-2950
Or Write To:

P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com
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WOO’S A GOOD TIME TO
CORNER CATCH A BIG ONE
BY WOO DAVES

March is here and it’s time to get
the big baits, big rods and heavy line out.
Big momma’s coming to the bank and
she’s looking for something to eat. If you
want to put a fiberglass replica mount on
the wall now is the time to do it. I love
fishing this month for that very reason. I
have caught over fifty 8 lbs. bass so far in
my lifetime and 80 percent have come in
March. Hook your Nitro up to your Chevy
and head to your favorite hot spots cause
it’s gonna be on like donkey kong.
Things to look for this month. Warm
water, windy banks, windy points, rocks,
and wood and that can be stumps, lay
downs or docks. A lot to choose from and
they can all be good places to start. Hope
you noticed I said wind so let it be your
friend. Not only does the wind move the
warmer water to the shore but it stirs
up plankton bringing bait fish shallow
and bass follow them. I like the west to
north west shores as a rule but the wind
can warm the other side of the lake up if
blowing in that direction turning on the
fish. I have seen it change 6 to 8 degrees

at times on one side versus the other.
This month, I pay more attention to my
Raymarine temperature gauge than any
other time. Why, because the warmest
water usually means lot better odds of
catching fish. A lot of lakes this time of
the year are down and you can spot rocky
banks, stumps, red clay points and other
good structures. This is where I start
looking. Secondary points are another
good place to start looking for bass
especially if they have stumps or rocks.
Also be on the look out for bait scurrying
in the area. Birds can also put you in an
area with bait.
When looking for fish if it is windy I
will use a Bass Pro Shops ½ or 3/4 oz.
Laser Eye spinner bait shad pattern with a
white Zoom Fat Albert grub trailer. I like
to slow roll this bait in windy conditions. A
square bill crank bait will also work well,
especially if the winds are light. I will use
a steady but slow retrieve with something
that runs in three to six foot range like
an XPS Square Bill. Colors with shad,
chartreuse, oranges, and red combinations
seem best. Just alternate around until you
get something going. Wood structures get

flipped with a Zoom
Big Brush hog or a black
and blue ½ oz. Bass
Pro Shops’ Enticer jig
topped with a Zoom
blue Big Chunk. When
the sun warms the
wood up the bass love
to get right next to or in the middle of lay
Series rod. I like to use this on points,
downs or on shallow dock poles. Ease up
under water humps and stump beds. I will
to these places with your MotorGuide
also throw right in the middle of shallow
on the lowest speed as possible and soak
pockets as the bass hold there sometimes.
each piece of cover slowly.
Fish slower than you would in later spring,
If it’s been a fairly warm spring the
Now if it’s been cooler than normal I
Carolina rig is hard to beat. I go back to an
will go to a big XPS Suspending minnow
8 inch Zoom lizard or
a Big Brush Hog with
a green pumpkin
chartreuse tail on
a 4/0 off set Bass
Pro Shops hook, 20
to 30 inch leader on
fluorocarbon, an ½
oz or 3/4 oz sinker
using 20 lbs. braid
on your Johnny
Morris reel and 7’6”
www.woodaves.com
heavy
Platinum

WOO SHOES

10,000
Gun
Inventory!

140 S. Seminary St. • Galesburg, IL 61401

Phone 309-342-5800
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Specializing in Jig Heads!
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(217) 864-3493

4165 Shaw Rd. • Lovington, IL 61957

www.reeveslureco.com

TOM’S BAIT SHOP
403 Walnut St. • Beardstown, IL 62618
Walking Distance from Beardstown Marina!

Live Bait • Tackle • Boating
Accessories
Local Fishing Information

(217) 323-BAIT
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in clown or blue chrome. I fish this on a
medium action 6’6” Johnny Morris
rod with 10 lbs. Bass Pro Shops’
fluorocarbon line. This is a simple get it
down and stop. Then a slow twitching
stop retrieve stop retrieve motion. Vary
the stops until you figure it out. But fish
slow as cooler waters mean bass are not
going to chase baits. I look for deep banks
next to the shore, steeper points and rip
rap for these techniques.
If you start out in the morning and
haven’t done much, do not get discouraged
as a ton of big bass are caught this time
of the year between 10 am and 2 pm.
This is when the water is going to be the
warmest and draw the bass to cover.
Again water temperature is critical
this time of the year so look for the
warmest. A river fed lake can vary as
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much as 20 degrees in the early spring
from one end to the other. This can make
a successful day for you if you watch your
Raymarine unit and find the warmer
temperatures.
One other good place to look is the
back of flats in creeks especially if you see
shad working. I will ease back there or let
the wind blow me in and put my Power
Poles down and fan cast a lipless bait
XPS Rattlin’ Shad. Let it go to the bottom
and rip up slowly and let it fall, feeling it
down for a tick in the line. You can get a
fast limit at times doing this.
Hey good luck on your next trip and
wear your life vest while fishing as it can
save your life. Go visit Hendrickcars.
com for a great deal on a tow vehicle. May
God Bless you, our Troops and policemen/
women.
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NRA CONGRATULATES SIX-TIME
OLYMPIC MEDALIST KIM RHODE ON
ISSF SHOOTER OF THE YEAR HONORS
FAIRFAX, VA – The National Rifle
Association
congratulates
six-time
Olympic medalist Kim Rhode, who
was honored as the 2017 International
Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) Female
Shooter of the Year on Jan. 26, 2018.
Rhode, renowned for her double trap
and skeet shooting performances for more
than two decades, had one of her best
seasons in 2017, culminating in her first
Athlete of the Year honor. Her other 2017
accolades include two ISSF World Cup
gold medals, one ISSF World Cup silver
medal, a fourth-place finish at the ISSF
World Championship, a victory in the ISSF
World Cup Final, and the USA Shooting
Female Athlete of the Year Award.
“It feels amazing! It’s been actually
an incredible year for me, I worked so hard
leading up to it, and it’s great to see it all
come together. This is just an incredible
honor, and I’m super excited,” Rhode told
USA Shooting.
The ISSF Shooter of the Year award is
assigned by the ISSF according to the vote
of the ISSF Coaches Advisory Committee,
the ISSF Athletes Committee and a
selected panel of media representatives.
Rhode will join Japanese pistol competitor
Matsuda Tomoyuk, the 2017 ISSF Male
Shooter of the Year, to be honored with the
trophy during the 2018 ISSF Season, which
kicks off in a few weeks in Guadalajara,

Mexico with
the first stage
of the 2018
ISSF World Cup Series scheduled for
March 1-12, 2018.
Rhode’s storied shooting sports
career has seen her earn Olympic gold at
the 1996 Atlanta games and 2004 Athens
games in double trap, as well as a gold
medal at the 2012 London games in skeet.
She earned silver at the 2008 Beijing
games, and bronze at the 2000 Sydney
and 2016 Rio games. Rhode has also
medalled in three World Championships
and in five Pan-American Games. Outside
of shooting, Rhode is an honorary lifetime
member of the National Rifle Association,
and currently serves on the NRA Board of
Directors.
Editorial
support
for
this
announcement provided by ISSF and USA
Shooting.
About the National Rifle Association
Established in 1871, the National Rifle
Association is America’s oldest civil
rights and sportsmen’s group. Five million
members strong, NRA continues its
mission to uphold Second Amendment
rights and is the leader in firearm
education and training for law-abiding
gun owners, law enforcement and the
military. Visit http://www.nra.org.

BRING IN THIS AD AND
GET A FREE “LARRY LIGHT” WITH
$30 OR MORE PURCHASE.
LIMIT 1 PER CUSTOMER/AD.
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

(309) 663-5151

1716 E Hamilton Rd • Bloomington, IL 61704

www.NordPower.com

*Cash or Debit card purchase discount. With Credit Card, discount is 17%
**Not available on prior purchases or clearance units. Serialized Units only – not on parts or supplies.
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A PHOTO IS WORTH A
THOUSAND WORDS!!
By Daniel Vinovich

the line broke, the drag froze up, she
broke my rod. The excuses are always the
same, bad equipment, the manufacturer
used cheap hooks, it was made cheaply
overseas. Wow, the list goes on forever.
You want the truth? Your equipment is
only as good as your maintenance. Do
you blame Ford or Chevy because the
motor blew up because of no oil? Who’s to
blame? Because surely, it was not my fault.
I paid big bucks for this rod and reel and
it failed. Was it because the manufacturer
sent it out with a chipped guide? Was the
reel sent out with no grease in it? Were
the hooks corroded from salty sea air on
the trip over? Probably not. The guide
was chipped from getting dropped on the
garage floor from the last trip. The reel
grease broke down from the heat of sitting

Ice Out Pigs

in your boat all summer and
the hooks rusted because
they were never dried before
you put them back in the
tackle box 6 months ago. A
great quote comes to mind
as I sit here with a 1000
lures, empty reels, and stacks
of rods. THE EQUIPMENT
BETWEEN YOU AND THE
FISH IS ONLY AS STRONG
AS ITS WEAKEST LINK!
You can have a graphite rod
guaranteed never to break,
100 pound test that you could
us as a winch cable, and a
4x hook so strong you could
drive it through a piece of
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“Maintenance….Maintenance……
Maintenance! Far too many people go into
the spring fishing season with high hopes.
They spend countless hours planning
their trips, talking to people at the sport
shows, working around work schedules,
and for what? To lose the fish of a lifetime
because they forgot to take care of the
little things. The spring ice out period can
be summed up with a couple words….Big
Fish. The biggest fish of the year usually
come at this time of the year, whether it’s
a Largemouth Bass, a monster Sauger or
maybe a 48-inch Muskie as wide as it is
long. They’re fat and heavy. The females
have started to put on the weight for the
spring spawn. Some of these fish are
carrying several pounds over their normal
weight. Their girth often gives them the
appearance of one of those giant snakes
that swallowed a water buffalo. Their
sheer weight is often enough to break
those rusted hooks or straighten those
beat up split rings. While I’m at the winter
sport shows in a sponsor booth or doing
a seminar, I often hear the horror stories
of the one that got away. They were big,
bigger and the biggest fish they had ever
seen. But, in all of those stories, one thing
is always a fact. They lost it at the boat,
the last run, a big lunge at the end of the
fight or I almost had the net under her. The
story is the same from each fisherman.
Only the faces have changed. I can see
those faces. Their reflections on the
surface of the last swirl of water as the
pig disappears back into the depths of the
cold water.
I’m here to tell you that around 80
percent of those fish could have been held
high for the picture of a lifetime. Their
huge mouth opens wide as wide as the
smile on the fisherman’s face. The stories
would be short because a photo is worth
a thousand words. I have worked in this
industry for over 30 years and in that 30
years, I too have had my share of the what
ifs? Believe me, I cannot live with the what
if part of my fishing career. I can handle
defeat because someone was better, lost
fish, and bad weather, but I sure as hell
cannot handle a lost fish from something
I could have prevented. She spit the hook,
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3.
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plywood, but if the split rings have been
bent or their shape compromised, your
#$%%^%$ out of luck because it may only
support 10 pounds before failing. Some
say I am obsessed with maintenance.
Well, I am because being a guide and
past professional tournament fisherman
with a lot of titles to my credit, I have
lived with the heartbreak from clients as
well as myself. These heartbreaks can
be prevented and now is the time to take
care of it. Call it loss prevention. I have
typed up a short list of what I do to every
rod, bait and reel before it goes into my
boat for the spring hog hunt. Follow these
short easy steps and maybe, just maybe,
you won’t lose the fish that you swear was
a state record!
1. Break down every rod and reel. Take a
cotton ball and slide part of it through
each guide. If any cotton appears left on
the guide replace it or have it replaced
by a dealer. A chipped ceramic guide
can cut even the heaviest line!
2. Run the cotton ball over each rod blank
checking for splinters. Visually inspect
each rod blank for cracks or scrapes.
If all looks good, grab the tip and bend
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an arch in it listening for any cracking
noise under a load.
3. Take the reel and spin the handle. If
you hear gear noise, it probably needs
grease. Look at the owner’s manual for
type and how to grease or oil it. If you
don’t have the manual take the reel in
to have it done.
4. Grab the line and pull it from the reel
with the drag set to medium. The line
should pull smooth from the reel if the
drag is working smoothly and no discs
have been damaged. If it sticks at any
point, take it in or send it back to the
manufacturer.
5. If you use super line, pull 30 or so yards
off the spool walking as you do either
outside or from room to room. Then reel
the line back in with it firmly between
2 fingers checking for any frays. A trick
I use to double the line life from super
lines is to spool an empty reel straight
from the line off a used reel. Since you
rarely break a super line, this gives you
a fresh 30 or 40 yards of line, burying
the used portion in the reel. I take a
sticker and mark the bottom of each

Its Time to Hunts Sum Fatties
reel with the date of new line and if it
has been turned once already.

Practice CPR on these big
girls, CatchPhotoRelease,
help keep them swimming for
the next lucky angler.

6. If you are using mono, just replace it.
The line can have hidden weak spots
from over stretch, UV light, etc. It’s
cheap insurance from failure.

downward. If the hook slides off very
easily, it needs to be sharpened. If you
question any part of the bait, replace it.
Split rings and hooks are cheap.

7. 
Under a bright desk lamp, visually
inspect each bait. Look at the hooks.
They should all have the same bend
in them. Check for anything that looks
worn or not quite right. Split rings are a
must to check. If they look out of round,
replace them. Take a diamond hone or
fine file and sharpen each hook. A good
check of sharpness is too set the hook
point on your fingernail and tilt your hand

8. Clean up any chrome, brass, gold, or
stainless surfaces with a little automotive
chrome polish. If it doesn’t shine, it can’t
capture the light to produce the flash the
lure was intended to.
9. Covering the spool with your hand, spray
a light amount of automotive spray
wax on the rod and reel surfaces, being
careful not to hit the line, and wipe off. I

8955 West Dam Lane • Benton, IL

618-724-7651
RendLakeMarina.com
Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

BLOOMINGTON MEATS
LOWE SS230
Walk-thru

GET YOUR
BEST DEAL
FOR 2018!

Lowe offer good now
through March 31, 2018.

LOWE Stinger 175

309-828-9731

2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL
M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
Bennington
SX21 Tri-toon

309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!
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A Photo is worth . . . continued
use a wax that helps protect from the UV rays of
the sun. If it can protect the finish of my truck from
the sun, it can protect my reels.
10. With my rods, reels, and baits ready, my last
task is to pick up a small plastic box. This box
is loaded with all the necessary components
for any on the water repairs I might have to do.
Fill it with hooks, split rings, super glue, pliers,
etc. In short, all the stuff you have in front of
you right now during your maintenance. A good
trick before filling it is to take a drill and drill
several 1/8 to ¼ inch holes in the sides for air
circulation. This will help in preventing rust on
your gear. I also drill these holes in the sides of
my lure storage boxes.
Last, but not least, head over to a sporting
goods store such as Bass Pro Shops. Go to the
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isle that no one ever goes to and pick up the
components for your on the water repair box and
a rod bag and reel cover. DAD always preached,
“buy quality equipment, maintain it and it will last
forever.” Don’t be one of the people with a BIG FISH
STORY…….BE ONE OF THE PEOPLE WITH A BIG
FISH PICTURE!
I am currently booking trips for ICE OUT
MUSKIES on Spring Lake and Banner Marsh. I am
already on the water by time of this publication. My
equipment is in tip top shape and I am on fish. So,
if you want a spot in my boat, you can get a hold
of me by leaving a message at 309-267-8309 or by
e-mail at trolling@mtco.com. I will get back to you
as soon as I can. We catch big fish so come out
spend a day and maybe, just maybe, you to can Get
the Picture of a Lifetime!
Be safe, watch for bad weather and I will SEE
‘YA ON THE WATER
                            ICE OUT BABY........
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Rancho Safari
CatQuiver® VII.5

Patent Pending

• Mini is detachable from pack.
• Dual water bottle holders.
• Internal lightweight frame.
• Bow & crossbow strap holders.
• Padded waist belt system with
3 pockets on each side.
• Compression straps and
D-rings for attaching
accessories.
Capacity: 2,200 cu. in.

New VMC® Ice Jigs . . .
continued
returns, making it easier for ice anglers to
target their desired depth. Add your favorite
Trigger X plastic or live-bait to the stickysharp VMC treble hook and hold on.
Tungsten Chandelier Jigs come in three
sizes, 1/16th, 1/8th and 3/16th of an ounce.
They’re available in eight colors: Glow, Green
Orange Glow, Orange Chartreuse Glow, Pink
Chartreuse Glow, Glow Chartreuse, Glow
Red, Crappie Minnow and Mayfly. The Glow
colors provide up to 15 minutes of continuous
charge.

Tungsten Wax Tail Jig
Pre-rigged with Trigger X Wax Tail soft baits (also
sold separately), Tungsten Wax Tail Jigs are a
deadly combination for weedline-hugging bluegill
and open-basin crappie.

Sizes available: 8-9 for size 8 boot, 10-11 for size 10 boot and larger.

MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR
FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!

Holst recommends slowly twitching a
Tungsten Wax Tail Jig in place when fish are in a
finicky mood. “The subtle action will turn lookers
into biters,” he says.
Tungsten Wax Tail Jigs come in two sizes,
1/32nd and 1/16th of an ounce. They’re available in
eight colors: Glow, Green Orange
Glow, Orange Chartreuse Glow,
Pink Chartreuse Glow, Glow
Chartreuse, Glow Red, Crappie
Minnow and Mayfly. The Glow
colors provide up to 15 minutes
of continuous charge.
Nelson’s go-to crappie
Great Prices
combo is a Glow Red 1/32 oz.
Lund 1875 Impact
Wax Tail Jig rigged with a Blood
red Wax Tail soft bait. “I can
consistently catch big crappies
with this combination,” he says.
“In fact, it often outperforms a
variety of live-bait offerings.”

To view more of Rancho Safari’s
products, scan this code to access
our website.

www.ranchosafari.com

760 789-2094

03012016

Tungsten Nymph Jig
Pre-rigged with a Trigger X Nymph soft bait
(also sold separately) a Tungsten Nymph Jig
resembles the small aquatic insects that fish feed
on year-round.
“The Nymph works really well as a primary
panfish presentation and also as a finesse walleye
offering,” says ICE FORCE pro Joel Nelson, a regular
on-camera contributor on “In-Depth Outdoors.”
Tungsten Nymph Jigs come in two sizes,
1/32nd and 1/16th of an ounce. They’re available
in eight colors: Glow, Green Orange Glow, Orange
Chartreuse Glow, Pink Chartreuse Glow, Glow
Chartreuse, Glow Red, Crappie Minnow and
Mayfly. The Glow colors provide up to 15 minutes
of continuous charge.

Cat Prowlers

Cat Prowlers are great for covering hiking boots.
Eliminates 50% of noise from walking/stalking
or sitting in treestand.

Keeping you on the water
since 1964!

Rt. 48 N • Box 466 • Raymond, IL 62560

217-229-3012 • www.HanksBoats.com

on 2018’s!
Ranger RT 188
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THE SILVER BULLET

By Pastor Bob Cowman

I have been fortunate to harvest several
gobblers over the past ten years. Being at
the right farm with the right people has
helped tremendously. Skills have been
developed and experience has paid off in
a big way to become a successful turkey
hunter. This year the story writes differently.
I selected the third season to hunt in
Hancock county Illinois this year. There was
a variety of reasons but probably the most
significant was the availability of my favorite
hunting spot. The farm that I hunt is owned
by a dear friend who is very gracious in our
selection of places we can hunt.
“Kill hill” as I call it, has harvested
countless mature Tom’s over the years. I
was quite certain that this year would be no
different. In week one, I filmed for outdoor
writer, Mike Roux. He killed a Jake at the
same place we always have success. There
was no reason for me to believe that I was
not going to have the same fortune.
My first morning was on a Friday. I
was pumped to begin the weekend on a
turkey hunt. Everything went as planned
that morning. I identified birds on the roost
early and they were everywhere more than

any place else. The gobbling stopped as
the Tom pitched off the roost but that was
not surprising. It has happened many times
and did not affect the final outcome. The
short story is that I did not see a turkey in
the field all morning. It was not time to be
discouraged, for I had five more days to
enjoy one of my favorite pastimes.
Day two began and ended much like day
one. Early gobbling... once off the roost....
silence. I was committed to staying put in
my honey hole. Taking so many birds in one
spot at the very highest point of the farm is
a formula a guy does not want to mess with.
Day three and four were similar to the first
two days. The birds would just not come to
the field like the last several years. It was
time to change it up on day five. I spoke
with Mike Roux on the phone. I shared my
dilemma and he gave me a few tips. The
advice was no silver bullet but at least it
gave me a plan.
Steve Wollbrink, a fellow hunter and
leader in the church where I pastor, texted me
around nine on Monday evening. He asked if
anyone was filming my hunt. I responded with
a “no” and he said I will be at your house at
five a.m. The next morning Steve and I were

talking on the way to the farm about the plan
for the morning. He thought it would be best
to go right to the creek at the bottom of the
property from the very beginning. I could not
argue the point, being that his father owns
the adjacent farm and he had hunted the
bottoms for years himself.
We arrived and made quick work of
getting set up. It was no time before we
heard a Tom gobbling on the roost about
fifty yards away. I thought to myself “this
is gonna happen and happen as soon as
he pitches off the roost.” I hit my Mountain
Screamer box call. It wasn’t but a couple
reps before he cut me off. I decided then to
just sit still and wait for that moment. He
gobbled for the better part of a half an hour
before we heard both him and two hens
pitch off the roost.
The story repeats itself again. Once the
birds got to the ground they became silent. I
attempted a few purrs and clucks but to no
avail. Steve whispered, “I would move but I
don’t know where to go.” I had heard another
gobbler up the hill early just after we set up,
but it was on Steve’s dads farm. I asked Steve
if we could cross the property boundary and
hunt on his dad’s farm. He said yes!
We quickly snuck our way up the hill
and to the edge of a unplowed corn field.
As soon as we arrived I heard a gobble. It
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sounded like the bird was at the top of the
hill and in the middle of the field. I set up
my three decoys. I use two hens and a jake.
Steve and I made our way to a super large
tree with great cover and got ready. I hit my
box call, followed with a quick round on my
slate call. A minute or so later a big ole Tom
began to strut in the middle of the field.
It was an amazing display for the next
five minutes to watch this guy come down
the hill, pirouetting, strutting, spitting and
drumming! I let him come towards me at ten
yards before taking him.
Some times you need something extra
- favor, blessing, or a silver bullet....the
filming guys dad’s farm!!!

Northwestern Ontario, Canada
Trophy Canada Fishing At Its Best!

CHECK US OUT - WE’RE #2!

Separation Lake on the lower portion of the English River System was ranked #2
of the 15 Hot Spots from 4 Providences. “Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.”
Finishing well ahead of all high dollar fly-in camps.
By Outdoor Canada Fishing/2005 Jake MacDonald.

Fishing & Hunting Lodge Packages:

Full American Plan, VIP Cottages, Light housekeeping, 12 campground sites
with private access to the water.

Moose, Deer, Bear, Grouse & Waterfowl Hunting Packages

SEPARATION LAKE LODGE
Box 499 • Carthage, IL 62321

Winter Phone: 217.357.3069 • Summer Phone: 807.224.4537

www.separationlake.com

MENTION THIS AD AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT!

Drive, boat or
fly in . . . it’s your
choice! Only lodge on
the lake! Excellent
fishing all season!
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LAST DAY AND
LONG MEMORIES!

By: David Herschelman
Following the path cut through the
skim ice by my hunting partner as we
waded towards our blind location three
hundred yards distant was not overly
burdensome. Especially since the sight
and sound of hundreds of Canada Geese
and Ducks evading our advance continue
to build our anticipation levels to near
overload! A thick piece of broken surface
ice jabbing into my thigh along with
burning lungs brought back the reality of
the moment. As any Waterfowl enthusiast
will attest, exhilaration over the mere
prospect of a quick and successful hunt
is a strong motivator! This had all the
makings of such an event!
After finishing the quick decoy
spread, organizing the blind and improving
the brush to enhance our level of ambush,
we jabbered like teenage girls conversing
after being asked to the Prom by the boys’
of their dreams! My host this morning was
Jeff (J. J.) Sykes, a retired Automotive
Sales Specialist, had an excitement level
reminiscent of his best sales presentation
on a car he genuinely believed in and
knew was right for his customer! The
birds should be filtering back into this area
momentarily. After much cajoling from J.
J. in his call to fellow hunter Gene Shurtz

asking him to join us, he finally agreed and
met us in the blind around 9:00 AM.
How did we get to nine o’clock with
no birds down? The Mallards, Pintails
and Teal drifting back into this area
would keep up entertained all morning as
the ducks seemed to know their relative
safety as the season on ducks was now
closed. High and large groups of Snows
and Blues drifted overhead but only the
Speckle Belly groups would tease us by
showing promise but would never close.
The few Canada groups although working
tantalizingly close did not “buy the

program” and we were still on zero as the
morning matured!
The decoy spread was determined
to be too close to our time and season
ravaged blind so the decision was made to
move them out a few yards. You guessed

it! At the same time a pair of Canada
Geese came in low and tail wind aided
fast from the South, appearing to want
into our spread even with J. J. standing in
the center of it! Fearing they would realize
their error once closer to the spread, I

REDUCE • RECYCLE • REUSE
We offer our customers small town
personal service with the advantage
of competitive pricing, professional
grade equipment and the highest
quality products available in the
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals

PAYING TOP PRICES FOR:
OLD SHEET
IRON*

SCRAP
IRON

FARM
SCRAP

ALUMINUM
CANS

COPPER
& BRASS

CALL FOR
PRICING

* NO AUTOMOBILES
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snapped a shot as they flew overhead but
the results were as if throwing a rock at a
speeding F-16 Fighter Jet – too late and
too far behind!
This last day of the regular Goose
season was proving to be a bust. But this
group of retirees found ways to entertain
ourselves with the gossip only water
fowlers’ can muster tempered by tales of
past success! Jeff and Gene pointed out
the spots visible from our blind they had
hunted on their first trips afield over thirtysix years earlier. I remembered my first
trip to this area to hunt ducks was now
thirty-two years distant! It was good to
be afield!
A large group of Geese circled high
overhead but appeared to be of Snow/
Blue variety coupled with a mess of
Specklebellys thrown in for good measure!
But from the mass emerged two geese
intending to take advantage of our spread
by circling down wind and dropping
altitude in preparation for landing not
unlike a pilot of a Piper Cherokee would
do in their preparation for landing routine.
My first shot was perfect but the bird
selected did not appear to get the charge?
As he turned to take advantage of the wind
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for escape, my second shot folded him!
The other bird fought for distance and
altitude but at two hundred yards distance
dropped from the sky and splashed into
the surface frozen water forcing a plume
of spray shooting straight into the sky!
Our group was skunked no more!
A few minutes later a group of eight
Canada Geese worked into our spread
– only six returned to flight! One was
sufficiently alive to evade our retrieval
efforts despite Gene’s half mile chase
after him! The time to end the hunt had
come and after the long walk through the
water back to our earlier demarcation
mark was completed, our regular season
was finished!
I witnessed good sportsmanship
from my partners in shot selection, strong
retrieval efforts and toughness many in
our sixty-something age group cannot
match. The birds were filtering back into
the marsh and ultimate safety through the
heavy wind. The beauty of good hunting
partners, fond memories and birds in hand
made for a successful hunt for the record!

KRAIG’S GUNS

HOFSTATTER MATERIAL SERVICES
FIREARMS SALES AND TRANSFERS • NEW-USED-TRADES
Black Dirt-White Rock-Sand-Mulch-Decorative RockGrass Seed-Fertilizer-Landscape Supplies- TruckingExcavating, Landscaping, Mowing,
Brush Clearing on Trails, Dams & Levies

Kraig Hofstatter- Owner
205 Center St. Metamora, IL

Located on the West Edge of Metamora

Email: hms@mtco.com

Office: 309-367-6000

SALES, SERVICE & STORAGE

WWW.HOFSTATTERMATERIALS.COM

RIVERSIDE MOTEL,
CABINS &
BEULAH’S
COUNTRY HOME

19159 State Highway 19 • Eminence, MO 65466

Crestliner Boats

Crest Pontoon Boats

Open Year Round • Free Wireless Internet (at Motel Office)
Horsehoe Holler Horse Camp, RV Sites, Stewart’s Landing, Floating,
Fishing,Tubing, Hunting, Horseback Riding, Hiking and Golf
Enjoy the Ozark Mountains with us.

25565 Zier Rd. • Lanark, IL 61046
Email us at millersport@hotmail.com

573-226-3291 • riverq@centurytel.net
www.riversidemotelonline.com

www.millerssport.com

815-493-6401
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PIKE CAN’T RESIST A DAREDEVLE
By Jason Houser

Fishing for northern pike is an exciting time spent on the water.
When a big, toothy pike attacks your lure, the fight is on. When a big
pike attacks your bait, it feels as if your fishing outfit is going to be
ripped out of your hands.
With so many lures on the market geared towards pike fishing, how
do you know which one to use? At times, northern pike seem to bite at
anything in its presence. Other times, they are very finicky eaters. For
success, you have to have the right lure for the right circumstance.
Many fishermen have known the potency of using a Daredevle Spoon
from Eppinger MFG. for catching northern pike for decades dating back to
1906. The tradition of using this lure has lasted for more than 110 years
and there doesn’t look to be any slowing down.
Daredevle spoons are easy to fish, provide a good visual attractant
and offer plenty of vibration. All of these combined makes them one
heck of a lure.
Northerns can be caught on smaller lures, but like most fish, the
bigger the lure the bigger the fish you are likely to catch. Because of
this it is easy to find a spoon from Eppinger MFG with the northern pike
fisherman in mind.
Pike anglers have always used spoons in the pursuit of catching
big northern pike. I started catching pike many years ago on a red and
white Daredevle spoon and still use one today with good success.
When looking to purchase a spoon, you might become overwhelmed
with the choices you have. They are available in many shapes, sizes
and colors. I have found the best pike spoon to be between 4 and
5-inches in length and weigh 1 to 1 ½ ounces. This size will keep

casting comfortable over a longer
period of time, and this size of lure
will put more pike in your boat.
Even though shape and size
are important, the most important
consideration you should have is
its overall shape. The bend in the
spoon is what gives it the attractive
element that pike are looking for.
The more of the bend in the spoon,
There are many color
the more wobble it has as well as
patterns available.
more vibration. This is what has
made the Daredevle so popular all of these years.
There are 5 ways to fish one of these spoons; 1) normal retrieve,
2) fast retrieve, 3) slow retrieve, 4) darting the lure, and 5) deep water
retrieve. Let’s explore these different techniques.
These are all simple retrieves. The normal retrieve is simply
allowing the spoon to sink a few feet, and then reeling it in at a
moderate speed.
The fast retrieve is simply reeling the spoon in rapidly. Don’t be
scared of reeling too fast, you will not reel faster than the fish can
swim. This will not let the lure go very deep so it is a good technique for
retrieving over obstructions.
Reeling the lure in slow is nothing more than just cranking the handle
fast enough to give the lure some action. Your lure will swim very deep.
To dart the lure, retrieve the Daredevle with a series of short jerks.

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS

The red and white spoon
had made Daredevle a
household name among anglers.

Lotte Houser reeled in this
largemouth while casting for pike.
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Computerized Diagnostics
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& Storage
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JEFF SCHROCK, OWNER

SchrockRepair.com
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Goodfield, IL 61742
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Christopher Coin, Gun & Pawn, LLC.
LUKE CHRISTOPHER - OWNER
Christopher.coin.gun.pawn@gmail.com

333 Derby Street • Pekin, IL 61554

309-353-7522
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20237 State Rt. 9 • Pekin, IL 61554
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Do this by lowering the rod tip about a foot and raise
it sharply, then repeat. This will often entice a big
fish to bite when it refuses to bite a normal retrieve.
And finally, the deep-water retrieve. Allow the
spoon to drop within a foot of the bottom with the
rod held in the horizontal position. Begin to reel
in, raising your rod to the vertical position. This
will allow the lure to come diagonally towards the
surface. Lower the rod and allow the lure to sink.
Repeat this process until the lure is in or you catch
a big fish, whichever comes first. This frantic action
will often cause the educated fish to bite.
Like I mentioned the red and white spoon has
produced fish for anglers for decades, but do not
overlook all the other color variations available. If you
get stuck in rut relying on just one-color combination,
you could be missing out on an exceptional bite on
another color pattern.
You must be warned that you are going to catch
a variety of fish using the Daredevle. I have caught
a lot of bass over the years, and the occasional
musky grabs these spoons from time to time. The
next time you are shopping for a spoon, look for the
Devle®Head trademark that have made these lures
so popular among anglers.
Fishing for pike is an experience every angler
should experience. I can’t say just once, because
once you get the excitement flowing through your
blood you will likely be hooked for life. Having the
right lure, just makes it that more enjoyable.
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TOP 3 TIPS FOR TAKING COYOTES
WHILE HUNTING TURKEYS

Look for the Devle’s
head to know you are
getting the original.

The author with a pike
caught on a yellow with
red diamond spoon.

SPRINGTIME OFTEN MEANS TURKEY
HUNTING, BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN
COYOTES GET A FREE PASS.
While you’re chasing gobblers this
spring, your turkey-hunting setup could look
like a kitchen-table spread to a nearby coyote.
Think about it. You’ve snuck into your
setup site quietly and possibly under the
cover of darkness. You’ve staked at least one
or more decoys out in front of you. Morning
winds are generally calm or nonexistent. And
you top off this ruse with seductive calling of
a hen waiting for her suitor.
What’s not to like for a coyote in the
neighborhood? I’ve taken several coyotes
over the years that were clearly stalking
my decoy setup. I’ve had turkey hunters I’ve
guided who have also pulled off deuces — a
turkey and a coyote. It’s very likely you could
also find yourself staring at a stalking coyote,
so be prepared. Most landowners who give
permission to hunt turkeys will also want you
to take coyotes.
TIPS TO MAKING A COYOTE KILL
DURING A TURKEY HUNT
1. Make sure you have the proper shotgun
load. You’re gunning for big tom but also

coyotes. There’s a
pretty
substantial
difference between Featured Image:
the two, so prepare
Roman Sydor
for both. Products
like Hornady’s Heavy Magnum Turkey in
12-gauge No. 4 shot 1½ ounce will usually
do the job.
2. 
Split up the day. Morning hunts with
coyotes on the brain could turn into
afternoon hunts for gobblers. Some states
like Missouri have half-day hunting, so it
works well to fill daylight hours. Plus, many
areas have turkeys that shut down in the
afternoons. That makes a sunset setup
ideal for coyotes. The main focus is to be
ready for either opportunity.
3. 
Know the rules. If you’re planning on
springtime turkey hunting, read all the
regulations before hitting the woods.
There may be a coyote season that requires
additional licensing. Each state is different
so a quick pre-check could save you from
much more hassle down the road.
And if you smash a coyote be sure to
tell the landowner you’ve removed one more
irritating item from his to-do list.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

SPOON RIVER GOBBLERS NWTF BANQUET

Excalibur
Seasonings!
COME TO OUR
OLD TIME
BUTCHER SHOP!

Friday March 16, 2018

Location: Big Racks Steakhouse
1920 N. Main St. • Canton, IL 61520

Office Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7am-5:30pm
Retail Market: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat. 6am-5:30pm

WHOLESALE • RETAIL
BEEF • PORK • LAMB

VISIT OUR STEAK’N CHOP SHOP AND TRY OUR:
SMOKED HAM-BACON-LUNCHEON MEATS
BEEF STEAKS-PORK CHOPS-SAUSAGE PRODUCTS

WE DO CATERING MEAT BUNDLES
CUSTOM SLAUGHTERING & PROCESSING AVAILABLE

Bar-B-Que Pork • Polish Sausage • Butterfly Pork Chops
Weiners • Meat & Cheese Trays • On-Site Barbecue
Whole Hogs Roasted

(309) 673-0721
TOLL FREE 1-800-331-0545

1413 N. Raber Rd. • Peoria, Illinois 61604
Off Farmington Rd.

WE ACCEPT
LINK CARDS

For Ticket Info Call:
Dan Daly (309) 224-5002
Carl Williams (309) 224-0201
Or email Dan Daly at dans19toms@yahoo.com
Ticket Deadline March 10th

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!
YOUR LOWE &
MERCURY
DEALER IS STILL
CLOSE BY, SERVING
ST. LOUIS WEST –
CENTRAL ILLINOIS!
2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408
EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians

Lowe RX1756

REBATES AVAILABLE ON ALL
LOWE BOATS! BOAT SHOW
PRICING AND REBATES
CONTINUE TILL MARCH 31!

Rebates available up to $1000! “Lowe
supports the Military:” Military discount
on all boat packages.
INSTANT REBATES
TILL 3/31/18
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By Kevin Wright

The time for chasing pike with a fly
rod is just around the corner. What better
way to get your spring season started than
chasing the ‘water wolf’ with the long rod.
Pike will begin their pre-spawn not
long after ice-out when waters are still
icy cold. Perfect spawning temperatures
vary a bit but begin somewhere around
the 40- degree mark. Of course, to get
those ideal temperatures you will want
to go where the water will warm up the
quickest, coves and bays, in particular, are
best. Areas with good weedy growth offer
ideal conditions as they will aid in adding
warmth to that particular location.
Typically, males will come in a few
weeks before the females so often times
you will be targeting them in the early
season. Males will often linger in these
areas longer than the females, especially
after the spawn when the females will
head directly back to their deeper water
haunts. Pre-spawn is important as this
will be your best opportunity to catch fish.
Hit it late when the fish are in full spawn
and the fishing will become extremely
difficult.
I prefer to use a seven to eightweight outfit. This works best especially
if you are after some bigger fish and will
help in tossing those big flies. Granted,
many times you will be fishing sections of
smaller waters where long casts are not
needed but the heavier outfits will still be
to your advantage.
The waters you will be fishing will
be relatively shallow, so a good weightforward floating line will be all that you
need. Pike will take both sinking and
top water baits this time of year, again
because of the shallower water so the
floating line will be to your advantage in
either of these conditions. But which one
is best?
If you have extreme weedy growth
in your location, then I suggest going top
water but if conditions allow you to fish
the edges of the weedy areas then this is
where I would start. If you can get to a
higher vantage point, like fishing in a strip
pit, and are able to get good views of the
water below, sight fishing will guide you
in the right direction as to what you are
looking at and where the fish might be.
I prefer to use a longer leader when
fishing spring pike. While you want the fly

to make some noise when it hits the water
you do not want the fly line to spook fish
when it hits the surface. Longer leaders
will remedy this problem. With that in
mind I will go with a nine-foot leader.
The leader makeup is very important in
hooking and holding fish.
There’s no question that pike flies are
extremely costly and with good flies going
for eight to ten bucks a pop, losing just one
can lead you on your way to bankruptcy.
Of course, you can remedy this problem
by tying your own flies as you can tie your
own at a fraction of the cost. If indeed
you begin to get heavy into pike fishing I
suggest you take up tying your own flies.
While there are a number of variations
you can use when tying up your leaders I
will give you a basic set-up for a nine-foot
leader, one I prefer. Basic leader consists
of about eight feet of heavy mono, say 25
to 30-pound test then you will want to add
a foot of some kind of shock tippet. You
can use tyger wire or any number of the
pre-made shock tippets for this purpose.
These heavy tippets will help you hold fish
and reduce bite-offs.
Pike flies vary in make, color, and
lengths but my favorites are anything with
a rabbit strip or bunny tail in lengths of
five and six inches but there are those that
prefer longer flies, say seven, eight, or
even nine inches long. Of course, smaller
flies will work, especially if you are using
some kind of deer hair fly on top water.
Dahlberg Divers are a favorite of many
as the head will dip on the retrieve giving
good action.
If you have ever fished a spoon for
pike, you will know that red is a favorite
color and so it is with flies as well.
Straight red or combinations of white and
black on red will attract pike. But if I am
fishing top water I like something with a
hint of yellow.
Pike time is here so get out and
enjoy some early season action. Great
adventures to you.

– April 8, 2018
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This report represents some events
the OLE handled over the weeks of
Nov 1 - 15, 2017; however, it does
not include all actions taken by the
Office of Law Enforcement.
Northwest Zone – Captain Laura Petreikis
District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis (Counties:
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer,
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson & Whiteside)
STEPHENSON COUNTY
CPO Alt investigated and arrested a Winnebago
County man who unlawfully harvested a whitetailed deer over bait. The hunter was found to
have unlawfully placed bait to “lure and attract
deer” near his tree stand in September before
the archery deer season began. The deer
meat from this unlawful harvest was seized
from the local meat processor as evidence
to the offense. The hunter was charged with
unlawful taking and/or possession of whitetailed deer, unlawful hunting white-tailed deer
by aid or use of bait, and unlawful feeding of
white-tailed deer.
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties:

Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam
& Winnebago)
BOONE COUNTY
CPO Alt investigated a complaint of a stolen
deer stand and criminal damage to property
(vehicle(s) rutting up a farm field). The
landowner assisted with this investigation by
hiding a trail camera off the public right-of-way
on their property near the area of access into
their agricultural field. Motion images captured
two individuals in two separate pickup trucks,
each covered in mud, accessing the field after
dark. CPO Alt completed successful interviews
of each suspect who admitted to criminal
trespass to real property and “four wheeling”
on the victim’s property. Both suspects denied
stealing the deer stand. The case was submitted
to the Boone County State’s Attorney’s Office
for review and charging.
WINNEBAGO COUNTY
CPO Alt investigated a complaint for unlawful
trapping of raccoon during the closed season.
The complaint was forwarded to him by
Winnebago County Animal Services. It was
discovered that the citizen unlawfully trapped
a raccoon and left it in the trap for over 10 days
until it expired. The citizen was charged with
unlawful trapping during the closed season.
CPO Alt investigated a complaint of unlawful
trapping of furbearing animals during the closed
season. Winnebago County Animal Services
requested the assistance of a CPO after they
responded to a complaint of a domestic cat
which was found to be caught and struggling in
a trap designed for use on furbearing animals.
The investigation revealed that a neighborhood
domestic cat was caught in a size #220 Conibear
(body gripping) trap which had been placed in a
baited bucket set by the property owner. After
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a brief inquiry, the property owner confirmed
it was their intent to trap and kill raccoon(s)
that were getting into their garage. The citizen
was charged with unlawful trapping during the
closed season. The landowner was cited by
Winnebago County Animal Services for cruelty
to animals due to the cat expiring following
removal from the trap.
CPO Alt is actively working area woodland
properties in search of unlawfully baited
deer stands and evidence of unlawful deer
hunting. CPO Alt investigated a complaint of
hunting without permission. CPO Alt located
and interviewed three individuals hunting the
area. Two of the individuals were found to be
hunting on the complainant’s property. Using
global imaging, the complaint was validated;
however, due to a lack of boundary fencing
or posting(s) in addition to uncertainty from
the landowner as to the exact boundary line
location, it was decided written warnings and
education was the best way to address this
complaint. Each hunter was provided a copy
of the current Illinois Hunting Digest, and they
were educated on hunting without permission
and hunting within 100 yards of dwellings,
to include retrieval of deer. The landowner
indicated that boundary posts would be
erected, along with new signage, once the
property pins were found.
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: Fulton,
Henderson, Knox, Marshall, McDonough,
Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, Warren & Woodford)
FULTON COUNTY
CPO Thompson arrested a Canton man for
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unlawfully hunting on incorporated property
without permission. This arrest included the
unlawful attempt to take a white-tailed buck
with a bow. The man claimed he had shot the
buck on his side of the fence prior to trespassing,
and he was trying to retrieve it. After additional
questioning, CPO Thompson received a full
confession from the subject. He admitted that
shot the buck on incorporated property. Citations
and warnings were issued.
CPO Thompson conducted an investigation
after receiving information that a West Virginia
man was baiting deer. Upon completion of
the investigation, CPOs Thompson and Elliott
interviewed the man and received a full
confession. He was charged with multiple counts
of unlawful feeding (baiting) of white-tailed deer.
CPO Thompson investigated an alleged
untagged deer hanging in a Vermont man’s
backyard. CPO Thompson questioned the man
on the deer, and the man claimed he shot the
deer with a bow the night prior. CPO Thompson
gained consent to examine the carcass and
to search the man’s truck. Upon doing so,
CPO Thompson located a spent .17 caliber
rimfire casing in the passenger’s side floor
board. CPO Thompson explained to the man,
considering the evidence he discovered, his
story was not credible. The man retracted and
said he had shot the deer from the roadway
with a .17HMR using the headlights of his
vehicle. CPO Thompson seized the deer and
the rifle as evidence. The man was charged
with unlawful hunting by use or aid of a motor
vehicle, unlawful use of another’s permit,
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Police . . . continued
unlawful hunting from the highway, hunting
without permission, unlawful discharge of a
firearm from a roadway, unlawful transport
of an uncased firearm, hunting after hours,
and failure to tag the deer immediately upon
kill. An accomplice was issued a citation for
unlawful loan of a permit. Written warnings
were issued for additional charges.
PEORIA COUNTY
CPOs Gerard and Lazzell completed a nearly
two-year deer investigation, and they
documented 13 illegally taken whitetailed
deer. The subject was issued 62 citations, and
his crossbow was seized as evidence.
TAZEWELL COUNTY
CPO VanZant issued a subject a written
warning for not having a hunting license. The
subject called to confess that after harvesting
a deer, he realized he had not purchased a
hunting license. After speaking with the CPO,
he purchased his hunting license.
District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties:
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock,
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler)
ADAMS COUNTY
CPO Blazinic checked a group of archery deer
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hunters from Georgia and South Carolina at a
location south of Siloam Springs State Park.
The hunters had numerous unsigned archery
deer permits and were transporting an uncased
bow. CPO Blazinic educated the hunters and
issued five written warnings to the group.
CPO Blazinic, along with District 9 and District
13 CPOs, initiated a detail against a local deer/
turkey outfitter. The outfitter had been placing
trophy rocks, corn, and other bait on their
properties. The outfitter then allowed clients
to hunt over baited areas. As of November
9, approximately 30 citations have been
issued to the outfitter’s ownership, guides,
and clients for hunting over bait, unlawfully
feeding white-tailed deer, and accessory
charges. Approximately 6,400 acres of the
outfitter’s property were shut down for hunting
due to the baiting issues, and the investigation
is ongoing.
CPOs Blazinic and Jansen were on patrol when
they noticed a vehicle leaving a wooded area.
The CPOs met the vehicle on the field road and
performed a compliance check. An uncased
bow was found in the vehicle. The hunters
were educated about the legal methods of
transporting a bow, and a citation was issued.
JERSEY COUNTY

CPO Gushleff checked waterfowl hunters
at the Glades Fish and Wildlife area. Three
written warnings were issued to a subject who
did not possess his hunting license, HIP permit,
or stamps on his person.
MACOUPIN COUNTY
CPO Gushleff concluded an ATV investigation
based on a complaint from a landowner. The
landowner witnessed several subjects on ATVs
on his land without permission. He contacted
CPO Gushleff to sign a complaint. After CPO
investigated the incident, three subjects were
cited and issued written warnings.
CPO Gushleff is investigating an ATV
complaint in which several young males drove
onto private property without permission.
The hunter lessees observed the ATV riders,
and they followed them back to a residence.
CPO Gushleff has cited two subjects and is
attempting to locate two more.
PIKE COUNTY
CPO Lentz is activity working the area in search
of unlawful deer hunting activity, and he cited
a Mississippi hunter for failure to check deer in
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on the same day as the kill.
CPO Lentz cited a Tennessee hunter for hunting
with his wife’s permit in his possession. He
also assisted District 9 officers in locating
hunters and bait on an outfitter’s land.
CPO Blakeley located three hunters from
Quincy who were in possession of an
untagged deer and were transporting uncased
bows on an ATV. Upon closer inspection, CPO
Blakeley located a bobcat in their possession.
The bobcat had been shot with an arrow. The
subjects were issued a citation for illegal
harvest of a bobcat, untagged deer, and illegal
transportation of a bow.
District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone (Counties:
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard,
Morgan, Sangamon & Scott)
CASS COUNTY
While on routine wildlife patrol at Jim Edgar
Panther Creek State Fish and Wildlife Area,
CPO Wichern charged an archery hunter with
unlawfully hunting deer with a crossbow one
hour after sunset.
CPOs Gilmer and Wichern found two Louisiana

PREMIERE VIDEOS
Training Videos • Weddings
Social Events • Commercials
Infomercials • Documentaries

Late Model Recycled Auto & Truck Parts
18561 Knight Rd. • Virginia, IL
800-346-4540 • www.ScottysAutoParts.com
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm • Closed Sat. & Sun.
6 MONTH WARRANTY ON MOST PARTS!
YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Our credits include Television Shows on ABC, PBS & Discovery Networks, History
Channel, HGTV & many feature films. We also produce Adventure Sports Outdoors
TV for Channel 47 . . . on the air for 23 years!
QUALITY SOUND & VIDEO IS OUR BUSINESS WITH FAST TURNAROUND.
DVD’S BY BULK AVAILABLE.

Contact us for Pricing & Scheduling!
Kenny: 309-613-4997 • Harry: 309-360-0487
Email: ken@spotwiz.com

BUY – SELL – TRADE GUNS!

LOUIS & CLARK OUTPOST
Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams.
Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!

GUN & FISHING EQUIPMENT ON SALE!
ANTIQUES – COLLECTIBLES
& MUCH MORE!
All police, veterans, active and inactive
military receive 20% off all ammunition.
A special thanks for your service!

WE HAVE LOTS OF LIVE BAIT!

107 E. Fast St. • Mackinaw, IL 61755

Three Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • Blood

309-660-3221 • 309-642-4073

March 2018

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

bow hunters on Jim Edgar Panther Creek State
Fish and Wildlife Area using deer stands
without names and addresses. After a short
interview, it was determined that the two
hunters did not have nonresident hunting
permits for the site. They were attempting to
use their friends’ vehicles and hand written
windshield permits to avoid detection. A
follow-up with those friends at a nearby
hunting lodge resulted in the discovery a
14-point deer that had not been reported to
the IDNR on the same day it was harvested. It
was also determined that both owners of the
out of state trucks were transporting loaded/
uncased handguns on and off the State
site. Several citations were issued for the
violations, and the Site Superintendent was
notified of the illegal activity.
Northeast Zone – Captain Brett Scroggins
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties:
Kane, Lake & McHenry)
KANE COUNTY
CPOs VanWiltenburg and Kelley caught a
hunter hunting over bait on Kane County Forest
Preserve property. The Forest Preserve does
not allow hunting on this piece of property.
The hunter had gut-shot a small buck the night
before and had just located it when the CPOs
caught him. The hunter was issued citations
for the violations.
LAKE COUNTY
CPO Semenik cited an Antioch man for
possession of #6 lead-shot shells while
waterfowl hunting.
MCHENRY COUNTY

CPO Semenik arrested two Wonder Lake
residents for criminal trespass to land and
fishing without consent of the landowner. The
pair was cited by CPO Kelley in February, 2015
for ice fishing on the same property without
consent of the landowner.
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties:
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will)
GRUNDY COUNTY
CPOs Reid, Bergland, and Anderson conducted
a deer enforcement detail. During the detail,
baiting violations were found; and further
investigation is pending in that matter. An illegal
transportation of a bow was also discovered,
and enforcement action was taken.
WILL COUNTY
CPO Reid conducted an investigation involving
the unlawful take of a white-tailed buck. It
was determined the buck was shot on private
property without permission, shot within 100
yards of an occupied residence, and the hunter
did not have a license or deer permit. The
individual who shot the deer was arrested for:
unlawful take/possession of a white-tailed
deer, hunting without permission, archery
deer hunting without a permit, and several
other violations. The buck was also seized as
evidence. CPO Reid has cited this individual
for numerous wildlife violations in the past.
CPO Reid stopped an individual hunting rabbits
out of season along an active railroad track.
The individual was also on private property
without permission. It was determined
that the individual was a documented gang
member and a convicted felon. The individual
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was also in possession of a firearm with a
revoked FOID card. The subject was arrested
for the wildlife violations, and additional
criminal felony charges are pending with the
State’s Attorney’s Office.
District 4 – Sgt. Jed Whitchurch (Counties:
Cook & DuPage)
COOK COUNTY
CPO Stanbary assisted a Kankakee County
Conservation Police Officer and CPO Snodgrass
in an investigation into the unlawful take of a
wild turkey. Park officials reported that a Cook
County hunter shot a hen wild turkey with a
shotgun during a controlled pheasant hunt.
CPO Snodgrass intercepted the hunter at his
residence, located the wild turkey, and issued
a citation and multiple written warnings. The
pheasant hunter stated that the turkey flushed
and flew in front of him, so he shot it believing
it was a pheasant.
CPO Snodgrass received information of a
subject who had unlawfully taken a wild
hen turkey during the closed season. He
investigated the complaint and located
the subject who had taken the turkey.
CPO Snodgrass seized the turkey and took
enforcement action against the individual.
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson (Counties:
Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston,
Macon, McLean, Piatt & Vermilion)
DEWITT COUNTY
CPOs Wright and Viverito conducted a
hunting inspection. The inspection led to an
investigation that resulted in the discovery of
numerous violations, including failure to tag
two deer, failure to report the harvest of two
deer, unlawful take of four deer, hunting over
bait, and the unlawful taking of turkey.
MCLEAN COUNTY
While working a night hunting detail, CPO
Graden cited a hunter for the following
violations: hunting by use/aid of a conveyance,
hunting by use/aid of lights affixed to a
conveyance, hunting from a roadway, and
unlawful transportation of an uncased/loaded
firearm. A rifle was seized as evidence.
District 11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds 12
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland,
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Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby)
CUMBERLAND COUNTY
CPO Mieure investigated a hunting accident
on opening day of rabbit season. A Texas
man was shot in the back of his right leg by a
Toledo man. The injured man was transported
to Sarah Bush Hospital, and he was treated
and released the same day.
MOULTRIE COUNTY
CPOs Moody and Barnes cited an Atwood
man for failure to tag a harvested deer and
failure to report a harvested buck. The man
had already harvested a buck and did not want
to check in the small buck so he would not be
“bucked out.”
SHELBY COUNTY
CPO Mieure issued a Shelbyville man a citation
for no valid deer permit at the time of the kill.
He was also issued a written warning for failure
to report the deer harvest by 10:00 pm.
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker (Counties: Bond,
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery,
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington)
CLINTON COUNTY
CPO Tapley issued a deer hunter a citation for
unlawfully attempting to take a white-tailed
deer after he had shot a buck at Eldon Hazlet
State Recreation Area. The hunter was within
a restricted deer hunting area. The deer was
not found.
MADISON COUNTY
CPO French completed an investigation of two
Godfrey subjects hunting without permission,
archery deer hunting over bait, and unlawfully
taking an 8-point buck.
CPO French, with the assistance of Utah Fish
and Wildlife Agent Probst, completed an
investigation of the unlawful take of a whitetailed doe on the Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville (SIUE) Campus. One subject was
from Utah, and the other subject was from
Oregon. The doe was shot in November, 2015
at 1:00 a.m. The subject from Oregon used a
crossbow to shoot the doe from the vehicle.
The subjects fled the scene after SIUE police
discovered the doe with a crossbow bolt in it.
CPO French used evidence received from the
crime to locate the Utah subject. The Utah
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Police . . . continued
subject advised that an associate from Oregon
shot the doe using his equipment. Charges are
being filed in Madison County.
District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens (Counties:
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin,
Jefferson, Pope, Saline & White)
FRANKLIN COUNTY
While utilizing the District’s deer decoy, CPO
Williams received a call of a deer being shot
with a 22 rifle. A male subject and a juvenile
had been confronted by a hunter when he
heard shots, observed a wounded deer, and
observed a male with a 22 rifle. CPO Williams
spoke with the subjects, and they presented a
pellet rifle to the CPO. The 22 rifle was later
recovered in a nearby field, and it was seized.
The adult was arrested for possession of a
firearm by a felon, unlawful take of whitetailed deer, and hunting without a license.
JEFFERSON COUNTY
While checking duck hunters at Ten Mile Creek
State Fish and Wildlife Area, CPO Folden
encountered a hunter who had illegally taken
a pied-billed grebe. One citation was issued
for the unlawful harvest.
CPO Lay cited a Woodlawn fisherman at Rend
Lake for possession of an over limit of crappie.
District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt (Counties:
Clay, Crawford, Edwards, Effingham,
Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, Marion
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Richland, Wabash & Wayne)
CLAY COUNTY
CPO Smith received information from IDNR
Forester Wade Bloemer regarding a complaint
he received from a landowner who had his
timber taken without permission. CPO Smith and
Forester Bloemer met at the harvested timber
area and estimated stumpage value of the logs
that were taken without permission. Average
value of the logs taken was equivalent to a
Class 4 Felony. CPO Smith met with the timber
harvester who had harvested the trees without
permission. He was given a citation for cutting or
causing to be cut timber without permission and
failure to pay the 4% fee when due.
FAYETTE COUNTY
CPO Buhnerkempe issued five citations for
failure to retrieve waterfowl and failure to
maintain separate bag limits while working
opening day of waterfowl season at Carlyle
Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area.
JASPER COUNTY
CPOs Smith and D. Taylor came upon a pickup
truck bearing a Michigan license plate sitting
along the roadway next to a wooded area.
CPO Smith observed two individuals exiting
the woods; one was carrying a compound bow.
CPO Smith asked to see his credentials. The
individual said his brother killed the buck deer,
and they were trying to make arrangements
to haul it out of the wooded area. CPO Smith
interviewed the man and asked him to be

March 2018

honest about who harvested the deer. The
individual said it was he who shot and killed
the deer, and he used his brother’s deer permit
to tag it. CPO Smith issued two citations to the
individual, and one citation was issued to the
individual’s brother for 2.26 and 2.38 violations.
CPO D. Taylor located a field with oats, seed
corn, and soybeans piled and scattered all
over the field. The subject that placed the bait
was hunting along the edge of the field. He
admitted to placing the oats, seed corn, and
soybeans in the field. He stated his intentions
were not to bait deer. The hunter also killed
a doe two days earlier and had not called it
in until that morning. He was informed he
needed to call in his kill by 10 p.m. the day of
the kill. The hunter was issued a citation for
hunting deer over bait and failure to call deer
in by 10 p.m. the date of the kill. The hunter
was also issued a warning for feeding deer.
District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor (Counties:
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac,
Perry, Pulaski, Union & Williamson)
PERRY COUNTY
CPO Lewis received a complaint of hunters
parking at a cemetery in Cutler on a regular
basis. The hunters then walk onto coal mine
property to hunt deer. There has been an
ongoing complaint about trespassing on the
mine property. CPO Lewis located a vehicle

with an empty bow case in the cab parked in
the cemetery. As he stood by the truck waiting
for the hunter to return, darkness set in. CPO
Lewis then saw a vehicle driving down a
nearby road which runs adjacent to the mine
property. The vehicle stopped, and the vehicle’s
lights were turned off. He saw someone flash
a light in the woods. He then heard a car
door shut, and the car left the area. The Perry
County Sheriff’s Office advised the cemetery is
closed to the public access at sunset, and the
county requested the vehicle be towed. CPO
Lewis had the truck towed, and he was later
contacted by the owner. The owner admitted
to trespassing, and he was issued a citation
for hunting without permission. It was noted
during the investigation that the hunter seen
leaving the area was not the owner of the
vehicle, and the identity of that hunter remains
under investigation. The vehicle’s owner was
hunting in a different location.
CPO Lewis received a complaint from a deer
hunter who said his neighbor shot him. The
investigation revealed the two neighbors had
been having a dispute and were not getting
along. The shooter was in his yard shooting
trap, and he accidentally peppered the hunter
with birdshot. The hunter was not injured,
and the shooter apologized. No enforcement
action occurred.
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Chain Reaction with Kirby Schupp
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Precision and technical
work should be carefully
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010 • 636-282-4379 detail planned so that
the outcome meets the
theshotgunshop@hotmail.com • TheShotgunShop.net
expectations.
Many
13 years published in ASO Magazine!
times, the first try has to
be performed carefully
because part damage
can occur, especially if
of somewhat delicate
construction. Seen in this
pair
of
images
is a feed throat and the
items such as a drill press, grinder, sander,
Gunsmithing requires many talents
magazine tube it originally was meant
and torch set. The drill press does need
to perform the variety of repairs they may
to have been securely attached to by
a vise and spare bits, but a substantial
be called upon to perform. Jobs such as
the factory, and they (at least) have
investment leap is needed to step up to
parts replacement may not require much
special holding and aligning fixtures
a lathe and mill. Accessory tooling costs
more than knowledge of disassembly and
assuring location – but not so the field
for precision machinery can approach
reassembly, with a light complication of
technician that must use alternate
the cost of another machine. Realize
staking or riveting to permanently affix.
alignment methods. The left half of the
that the most important investment is in
Parts that need altering or adjustment
image shows the joint must have failed
the practical experience to make proper
to work require the installer to have
and another attachment was attempted
use of hand tools along with operating
understanding of proper operation so that
without proper materials prep or from a
basic and special equipment and related
there are no problems from inadequate
substituted choice of attachment that did
fixtures.
fitting. Even the best work should be
not make a permanent bond (the residue
verified by final inspection and testing
on the magazine tube and throat contact
across the normal variations in usage.
face is not like factory silver braze).
More complex work adds to overhead
Note the thickness of the residue line
for dedicated special tools, machines and
on the tube face in the right image and
accessories, as does the typical start-up

CAREFUL CHOICES,
AVOIDING FAILURES

recognize that the overhang edge seen
at the far side of the throat would not
provide the expected occlusion of the
mag. tube opening as when the joint is at
the correct factory height (the exposed lip
edge would be too shallow).
Brazing of thin section materials
in restricted locations is challenging
because this requires even heat
application, and any readjustment of
torch position, unless quite rapid, may fail
to hold sufficient temperature in the one
spot while another spot is being torched.
Excessive flame can unintentionally
overheat or warp the affected zone
and adjacent areas that should be only
peripherally warmed. A low temperature
tinned solder joint (as was attempted)
would be quite difficult with propane
here, since the first section melted might
re-solidify before the adjacent area was
melted to make the bond, if trying to limit
the heat exposure from the flame. A half
melt done back and forth (without full
puddling achieved) could eventually burn
the flux and then no bond is likely. The
blotchy spots show that puddling was
never reached, and the gap was never
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closed properly with a complete melt
in time. This situation might have been
better served with two torches and a
helper.

This second image set shows (at
left) the throat plate after the braze
attachment was secured and cleaned.
The green arrows show the side lugs seen
at the rear of the feed throat (previous
image set) with sufficiently even gaps on
both sides allowing free passage of the
action slide in place. That image gives
verifiable evidence of the necessity for
proper alignment and positioning so that
the guide rails and forend support spring
seat (with red line) can receive the barrel
but prevent any interference or bind. If
the plate was offset to either side, the
action slide might be in a pinch or the
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barrel seat (seen atop the plate) would
make the barrel underside get wedged
when inserted into the frame because of
the unintended tilt angle included. Note
the red line where the barrel rear edge
would be located; the upturned lugs let
the barrel hold the forend support in place
to stop the action slide arms from rubbing
inside the forend wood, and also prevent
the tail of the forend from drooping.
The second half of the image shows
the opposite side of the throat workings
and note the overhang edge previously
mentioned is doing the job of stopping
the shell follower from overly protruding
at the blue arrow. The red line is the area
that must be free for the shell fed out of
the tube onto the carrier to have room
for lifting and being pushed forward into
the chamber by the front lower edge of
the bolt. If the throat was left a bit to the
rear, instead of having the overhang edge
against the tube edge, the clearance
for feeding would be reduced and the
improper follower protrusion might
be sufficient to cause a tilt bind of the
follower or catch the tip of the shell
lifter/carrier.

Another difficult braze application
was to attach a replacement front sight
to a snub-nosed pistol barrel. The alloy
frame makes barrel change difficult
since the aluminum can gall or stick
in the threads of the steel barrel and
progressively wipe out the frame hole as
the barrel is unscrewed. Brazing a fulllength sight (as seen on the loose barrel
to the right) abutting the frame is bound
to get torch damage of the frame. The
sight brazed onto the barrel at the left
was originally meant for mounting on a
slide but was reworked to fit the revolver
barrel contour. The height looks to be a
virtual match of the factory barrel, and
with the braze joint confirmed as solid,
a light blade contour change desired can
be attended to any time. This shape is
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near resistant to snagging in clothing or
a holster, once a short bevel is added to
the sight blade rear corners to prevent
any excuse to catch on something. The
location gap from the frame reduced heat
exposure by avoiding flame proximity, and
the sight joint area is sufficiently secured
to resist separating even if struck hard by
a hammer. It would take a torch or chisel
or saw to convert those back into two
pieces.
These examples help demonstrate
the moral about measuring twice and
cutting once being the intelligent way
of restoring value, rather than creating
scrap. If necessary to verify things
such as torch setting or fit of an item,
sometimes practice with scrap or making
a mock-up part with easily cut materials
does not use much time but can be good
practice and add confidence that things
will turn out for the better – something
to be proud of rather than ashamed or
embarrassed.
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FIND THE SHED ANTLERS,
FIND THE DEER
By Lisa Price

Each year an undefinable thing makes a
buck grow healthy new antlers from the pedicles
on his head. Some say if we could find out what
spurs that growth, we’d have the cure for cancer.
What’s the purpose for antlers? The
consensus is that they are primarily for fighting
and display. Studies have shown that, like us,
female deer favor bucks with big racks.
If you’ve ever been fortunate enough to
wrap your hands around the antlers of a bookclass buck, you probably weren’t thinking
about any of that. We’re fascinated by antlers
because big antlers will be connected to the
head of an older, wiser buck. Taking such a
buck is a milestone and/or reaffirmation of a
hunter as skilled, persistent and choosy.
For some people, wrapping a hand
around a shed antler is just as big of an
accomplishment. These people — and you’ll
know them instantly if you go to their houses,
where empty large appliance cartons are filled
with sheds — live for shed hunting like the
majority of us live to hunt the rut.
Those crazy shed hunters? It’s a safe bet
most of them have killed big bucks. While
learning where to find sheds, they also learned
where to find bucks.

THE BIOLOGY OF SHEDS
For the average U.S. buck, antler growth
begins in late April or early May. Bucks
enjoying the best nutrition start the earliest.
Technically, antler growth begins in a male
fawn when it is four months old and begins to
form the pedicle.
The antler grows from the tip as a core
of developing bone and cartilage, covered
in velvet. To find the necessary calcium and
minerals to support that growth, bucks are
leaching bone density from their rib cages
during this time. In late July, as testosterone
levels begin to rise, the antler begins to
harden. The bucks eventually rub off the velvet
by scraping their racks against shrubs, and
often will eat the blood-rich velvet. Why they
do this is not entirely known.
What are the triggers for the growth?
Biologists and scientists have been
researching that for decades. We know antlers
start to regrow in response to photoperiod, or
increasing day length, and gradually increasing
testosterone levels.
At the end of the roughly seven-month
cycle, another undefinable thing happens.
Testosterone level decreases and a thin layer
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of tissue between the pedicle and antler
deteriorates. Once that happens the antler will
drop off within 24 hours. Bucks only drop one
antler at a time; the second one might drop
off within minutes or as long as a week later.
Testosterone levels drops faster in bucks living
with poor nutrition.
On average, throughout the country,
bucks will drop antlers beginning in midDecember, but there are lots of variables. If
the buck-to-doe ratio is heavy with does and a
bunch of them are running around unbred after
the first main peak rut, the bucks will continue
in breeding mode and the testosterone levels
will remain high. The timing of shedding is
also tied to the amount of available nutrition
and the buck’s body condition after the rut.
In penned deer where the variables are
controlled, bucks will drop their antlers at
approximately the same date each year. In
the wild, any change such as a shift in buckto-doe ratio could affect the timing of the
shed. The antler shed occurs earliest in the
northern parts of the U.S. where the peak rut
is generally shorter and more intense.
SHED HUNTING 101
Bucks that are 1½ years old have antlers
that are about 25 percent as big as they’ll be
in their prime. At 2½ the buck displays 58
percent of his possible size; at 3½ the number
is 75 percent, and at 4½ it’s 90 percent.
Many hunters might have cut their teeth
on smaller bucks. As they age, they may seek
only mature bucks. Getting out and finding

sheds is your first clue a big buck is in the
vicinity and has survived hunting season.
Where to look? After the excitement and
tumult of the rut, bucks and does are seeking
food, shelter and water to recooperate. They
also want to find places where those things they
need are in easy proximity, so they don’t have to
expend valuable calories obtaining them.
If you live in a snowy region it’s relatively
easy to find heavily used deer trails. Deer line
up like elephants, walking single file along the
same trails. In areas with bare ground, target
any food source such as winter forage food
plots, grassy fields such as CRP areas or power
lines. In northern states, deer frequent areas
where they can find open water.
If legal in your area, set up feeding areas
with game cameras. That way you’ll have
a look at the antlers bucks are carrying, and
also know when the shedding begins. If you
can’t feed deer, move the cameras to heavily
traveled trails you can find.
In colder months, deer will seek sunny
areas such as southern-facing slopes with a
tree canopy open enough for rays to reach the
ground. Add a few evergreen trees or brush
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that blocks the wind, and that’s an area that
will hold deer in winter. During winter deer
will spend the majority of their time bedded, to
conserve energy, which is why bedding areas
are prime areas for finding sheds.
If any agricultural fields or food plots
are standing, you’ll find sheds in the fields
and along the perimeters. While checking
trails, pay special attention to areas that have
features conducive to shed drops — trails
traveling through thick cover or under low
branches, or places where deer make a jump,
such as stream or fence crossings.
You’re going to put in many miles to find sheds.
To be most effective, start your search
with a topographical map and a plan. Using
the map, seek southern exposure areas and
look for sheltered areas, especially in the
lower elevations.
A map offers two advantages. It will allow
you to make an organized search of an area, and
to mark areas where you find sheds. Your shedhunting pack should include the map, a GPS
(so you can mark shed spots and find your way
home), bottled water, binoculars, snacks and
other essentials such as dry socks and gloves.
When planning your search, think small.
It’s much better to cover a small area thoroughly
than to cover a lot of ground. Coach yourself to
go slowly and keep your eyes down. Take time
to check your back trail for another perspective.
Try to remember to look for pieces of antlers —
sometimes just a tip of a tine sticks up from the
leafy forest floor, or from the snow.

“The more, the merrier” applies here.
The necessity of doing a slow and methodical
search to be effective means it’s a great
activity for kids.
Don’t be discouraged and don’t be afraid
to cover the same ground again. Most avid
shed hunters will tell you that it sometimes
takes many outings before a shed is found. It’s
not easy, but remember to view it as another
form of hunting.
ANTLERS? NOW TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THAT
KNOWLEDGE
The most important thing you can learn
about a big buck is where he feels comfortable.
The next is to learn how to hunt him without
making him uncomfortable.
Those shed antler areas — where shelter,
food and water are most accessible — are the
places where deer go to recover from the rut.
They are places where deer feel secure. Often,
they are the same places where deer go when
they feel hunting pressure. These places have
two key features: cover and security.
In a Texas study, a 5½-year-old buck was
outfitted with a telemetry collar. He lived another
five years, spending his time in a small area
where he ate and bedded. During those five
years, he was only seen by humans four times.
Because researchers can now use
telemetry collars to record activity, the most
recent studies have proven that while bucks
might have an expansive home range they also
have a core range within that range. No matter
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what the geography, the core range on average
is 15 percent of the size of the home range.
Here’s the key part: The bucks spend 50
percent of their time in the core range, and for
most of that time they are stationary, or bedded.
If you’ve found a shed honeyhole, chances are
you’ve found a buck’s core range area.
HOW TO APPLY THAT KNOWLEDGE
Here’s how to apply your shed-hunting
knowledge to your hunting tactics. You can be
technical and use a topographical map with
shed locations marked using GPS, or you can
make do with a hand-drawn map. Backtrack
from the shed locations to the location of
feeding and watering areas that will be
available during hunting season.
Before you hang a stand, factor in the
prevailing wind direction for hunting season.
What you’ll probably realize is it’s not going
to be easy hunting a wise buck. He’s already
figured out how to detect danger when he
moves from the core range; in fact, he chose the
core range area because he can move into the
wind, sniffing for danger, when he heads to food
and water. An elevated stand might not be your
best tactic. You may need to opt for a ground
blind with a scent-suppression feature.
Since older bucks most likely have been
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shot at from an elevated stand at some point in
their lives, just the addition of a stand near their
familiar trails might alert them to the fact that
humans are in the area, or even bump them from
their habitual routes. Hang stands early in the
year and minimize noise, disturbance to the area
and scent. Early spring shed hunting is a great
time to scout for stand locations and hang stands,
since the amount of available cover mimics what
will be around in autumn. Also consider your
approach to the area. Take your time choosing
the spot, considering all the options.
Find his sheds? You’re so much closer to
finding him. You’ve increased the odds that the
next time you see his antlers, they might be
attached. www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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THE ELK
By Dan Gapen Sr.

Like so many of our nation’s small
rivers, the Elk hosts most of the game
fish found in the counties it runs through.
They’re easy to find if a few simple rules
are held to when fishing them. Let’s
float a section of the Elk flowing through
Sherburne County where my home is.
Downriver from one of the bridges
two pair of unblinking eyes stared out at
the river waters below. Each year these
eyes had come to watch the surroundings
about them. Then, as a whooshing sound
of wings was heard, both eyes blinked.
Food was on its way! Mother a pair of
young Northern Barred owls had come to
feed her young. Quickly, the slightly larger
owlet eagerly snapped the almost dead

mouse from its mother’s mouth, gulped,
then swallowed the still wiggling rodent.
Then the young owl blinked again, raised
his rear feathers, and did the natural thing.
A white droplet streaked in brown was
ejected falling 15 feet to water surface.
Instantly a school of river darter minnows
began to work the gift from above, feeding
heavily on it. Slowly, the white floating
blob disappeared.
Suddenly a heavy splash dispersed
the school of darters. A smallmouth bass
holding beneath the dead roots of the oak
tree the Barred Owl was in selected one
of the larger darters on which to feed.
The surface splash attracted the
attention of a pair of anglers as their

jon boat rounded the river curve 50 feet
upriver from the nesting tree.
“See that splash, Anne? Cast your
Flub Dub crank as close to that splash,
let it rest, then twitch a couple of times”
came instructions from Anne’s companion.
As instructed ‘Bobber’ Anne complied
and before a second twitch was achieved
whatever had created the first splash hit
her floating Flub Dub. It was obvious that
the lure’s flashing spinner had done its
trick, a normal reaction to this lure.
The day was warm, in the seventies,
when Anne and I decided to float the Elk
River near my home. The float began just
above home. I’d chosen to use a 14-foot
jon boat powered by a six-horse outboard
and a pair of oars. The stretch of the
Elk harbored smallmouth bass, walleye,
northern pike, panfish and an assortment of
rough fish. Our rods and reels consisted of
5 ½ foot lite Wilderness Rods® balanced
with Wild River reels loaded with eightpound line. Eight-pound line was chosen
because it’s the strength of line which will
get you off snags 50 percent of the time
rather than giving snags the lures you’ve
hung up. Lures chosen would be 1/8 oz.
Spin Bees® in a bumble bee, orange
bee and chartreuse bee patterns and the
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old reliable 1/8 oz. Ugly Bug® in yellow,
crawfish, black and chartreuse. These
along with no. eight hook Flick Flies® to
work the benthic zones when at anchor
were most of what we carried. As you’ve
noted we carried several Gapen Flub Dub
crankbaits to work the northern pike in a 3

The Elk will produce Crappie in the
dead tree roots of the Owl tree if you
know how to fish them.
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½ inch size, colors in perch, red and white,
gold and herring. Flash of the forwardmounted spinner, where the forward treble
hook usually is, drives pike wild. Besides
that, I’m a great believer in spinners when
fishing rivers, thus a reason to settle on the
rear mounted spinner for the Spin Bees®.
Flash of a spinner blade, especially silver
ones, does a great job in attracting game
fish in turbulent river waters.
My jon boats all have live wells. I
wouldn’t use one without a live well with
twin intake holes in it. By selecting a boat
with twin water intake holes, movement by
the occupants and increase and decrease of
boat speed flushes fresh water in and out of
the live well, thus fresh oxygenated water
always moves over any fish you decide to
keep. This is true of waters fished in the
southern part of the U.S. as well as the
northern waters. My jons always carry two
anchors, one a 25 pounder for fast-moving
water and a 10-pounder for slow moving
water. Rope length on the anchor should
be at least 25 feet long and made of cotton.
Cotton rope slides through the hand much
easier than nylon. One-hundred-pound
rope is advisable.
The last things which must be
included are a short-handled landing net,

a long-nose pliers for taking hooks out
of fish mouths and a portable fish graph.
The graph will be used to find the benthic
zones on river bottom.
Oh, almost forgot - take along a spare
spinning rod and reel for each of you just
in case you break one. It also helps when
a second selection of lures is needed
when a fast-striking area is come upon.
Anne’s bass, which turned out to be a
fat three-pound bass, was boated after a
series of fast jumps. It was released as I
reversed throttle on the motor, holding us
in position. As expected, she was in on the
owl tree roots with a second cast before I
had a chance and was rewarded with a
second strike. This one was a two-pound
bass. I managed to flip my 1/8-ounce Spin
Bee® in the spot and was rewarded with
a 13-inch crappie as we slipped by - Time
to anchor up!
The jon boat was U-turned and as
Anne released her second bass I gave the
instructions for her to let out the anchor.
My second cast brought a twin crappie to
my first. In all we took five more crappies
and three more small bass off the one tree
before deciding to leave.
During that time the feeding session
continued above us as the mother owl
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regurgitated a second mouse to feed her
smaller female owlet. As Anne released
her two-pounder the male owl swooped
in with a chipmunk, which the more
aggressive male baby instantly grabbed
to swallow whole. That prompted the
female parent to leave, surely in pursuit
of more mice. Unlike many owl species,
Northern Barred Owls will hunt 24 hours
a day especially when their babies are
nearing full adulthood. It was early June
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and as observation showed the two owlets
were near feathered out. They’d be able
to fly to the nearby trees within a week,
was my guess.
As we pulled anchor the father owl
had left and mom was coming back.
Hopefully she had something to feed her
other child.
The owl tree rested at the head of an
island where the Elk River split. Twenty
percent of the river split away and ran to
the left while the rest of its flow went right
to join that split two blocks downstream.
Where they joined, another fishing spot
had been manufactured. Here also was
where a small field stream entered from
the west. This spot saw the stream form
a large slow moving eddy, along which
saw a growth of weeds hold to the eddy’s
island side. It was excellent northern pike
water. Any small fish coming downstream
from the river split would naturally seek
shelter in the slow moving eddy, easy prey
for the pike to ambush from their hiding
spot in the weeds. We’d fish this spot next.
Anne would catch a six-pound pike with her
second cast. I’d take a 3 pound walleye on
my third. We took two more small pike out
of this spot. All were released.
From here the Elk straightened out,
ran fast and carried a depth of five to eight
feet; high banks and hosted great walleye
structure. This structure contained a series
of bottom benthic zones which when fished
later in the year would provide excellent
walleye and pike catches. This day we’d
troll it and anchor up at its downstream lift,
where bottom lifted up from seven feet to
four. Below here a fast water rapids began
good channel catfish water. We’d fish this
lift to end up taking a decent river walleye
of three-and-a-half pounds, and five smaller
smallmouth bass.
The straight stretch we’d trolled was
nearly a half mile long and, in this case, like
all medium-sized rivers, held many of its
better fish in the spring and fall on the lift, at
its downstream end. Better results would
be had by trolling this stretch during the
height of summer. An upstream approach
should be used. Getting to bottom into the
benthic zones is the key to success. How do
you know you’ve hit a benthic zone? If you
are using a spinner rigged lure the spinner
will stop vibrating. If you hook a fish look to
your left and right to pick a marker on river
shoreline. It can be a rock, stump, tree or
something unusual on the bank. Remember
it; then make a judgement just how far you
are from one of the shorelines. I realize this
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is the old way of marking a hot spot on a river but you must keep in
mind I’m 85 years old. However, if you are one of the modern anglers
who has outfitted his river boat with all the newest electronics look to
your GPS, and put it in the settings. Once you’ve marked it motor back
up above the mark, anchor up and begin casting on down to it. Once
summer fish have selected a benthic zone they’ll hold to it until the zone
no longer holds food.
Next, Anne and I went on down to the rapids, anchored up with
the heavy anchor and began to work its catfish population. Here we
used a Bait Walker Plus® with a No. 3/O hook loaded with chicken
liver on a 24-inch dropback line. The spring cats were on full feed and
within an hour we’d landed and released 14 cats. The chicken liver
ran out and we switched to night crawlers. These helped by adding
five more cats, two walleye and three bass - one a four-pounder,
largest of the day.
The crawlers finally ran out and we head on downstream to our
take out spot four blocks away. So, my friends, until next issue this is
the Ol’ Man hoping you enjoy your next outing on a small river close
to home. RELAX, SAVOR and ENJOY your day on that river and keep
in mind our rivers hold some of our greatest fishing.
Where a branch of the Elk comes together is a hot spot for Pike

SUPPORT THE ILLINOIS STATE RIFLE ASSOCIATION
POLITICAL VICTORY FUND

This year, 2018 will be jam packed with legislative and political activities. The General Assembly will be in
session on the 23rd of January, the Primary Elections will be on March 20th and the General Elections will be held
on November 6th.
 	 The Illinois State Rifle Association Political Victory Fund (ISRA-PVF) is the state and local Political Action Committee (PAC) affiliated
with the ISRA. The ISRA-PVF acts as an educational resource, advising voters on the suitability of candidates for public office. We
also supply financial and logistical support of the candidates for public office who share our views on the right to keep and bear arms.
 	 The ISRA-PVF needs money to carry out its mission. I am asking those interested in helping with the mission of the ISRA-PVF to
please make a donation*. A person does not need to be an ISRA member to donate to the ISRA-PVF.
Thank you for your donation.
ISRA-PVF Chairman, Richard A Pearson
PO Box 637/420 E Locust St, Chatsworth Illinois 60921 USA • www.isra.org
*Donations to the ISRA-PVF are NOT tax deductible and are subject to the rules and regulations of the Illinois State Board of Elections. A copy of our report is available for a fee from the
Illinois State Board of Elections, Springfield, Illinois.

“Promoting hunter safety and enabling disadvantaged hunters
to turn outdoor adventures into lifetime memories”
Our organization provides opportunities to the disadvantaged of the community in order to get
them out into nature whether it be hunting, fishing, four-wheeling or anything in between.
We have gone as far west as Montana for an elk hunt and south to Louisiana for an
alligator hunt. We also promote hunter safety because the organization was formed in
memory of Jared Burke, as he was killed in a hunting accident in 1999.
“Turning Outdoor Adventures into Lifetime Memories”

JARED BURKE FOUNDATION RAFFLE
GRAND PRIZE:

All Expense Paid Antelope Hunt at Cayuse Hills Outfitters - Shawmut, Montana
for one hunter and one observer. Lodging will be in Big Timber, Montana
Hunt includes all permit fees - Lodging - Guide Service - $1,000 Visa Gift Card
Additional information on hunting in Montana Hunting can be obtained by visiting the Montana
Fish Wildlife and Parks Website. All permits need to be applied for by June 01, 2018
The hunt will take place in Sept-Oct of 2018

2ND PRIZE: 2 Night Weekend Stay at JJ’s Hideout and Lodging in Beautiful Shawnee
National Forest for up to 8 people • 3RD PRIZE: Winchester Super X 4 12 Guagem Shotgun
chambered in 3.5” • 4TH PRIZE: ARMSCOR 1911 9mm Pistol • 5TH PRIZE: Reconyx Game
CameraTo be drawn February 17, 2018 at theJBF Banquet at Germantown Legion

Tickets: 1 for $10 - 3 for $20

Please take a moment to check out our website www.jaredburkefoundation.com or check us out on Facebook.
You can also email jbfadventure@yahoo.com or call 618-973-3134 for more information or for donations.
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YOUR PROPERTY AIN’T
GONNA MANAGE ITSELF

By David Hart

GET FOUR STEPS AND FIND
RESOURCES TO CREATE YOUR NEXT
LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN. IT’S AN
OUTDOOR JOURNEY AND A LABOR OF
LOVE, SO DIG IN AND ENJOY THE RIDE.
You built some food plots. You even
spent a Saturday hinge-cutting trees along
the edges of your fields. Heck, you even
passed up some young bucks last season.
Let ’em go for now.
But that’s not management.
Conducting a few random acts of habitat
work can help. So can practicing trigger
restraint. However, in order to achieve
desired results, you need an actual
management plan.
THE BIG PICTURE: First, ask
yourself a question: What exactly are you
hoping to accomplish? That’s a simple
question with a simple answer for many
of us: the goal is to shoot more big
deer. However, there’s a better question,
one that management consultant Kent
Kammermeyer asks when someone
contacts him about his services:
Do you want to kill deer or actually
manage deer?
“If you just want to know where to
put food plots and tree stands and trail
cameras so you can shoot more deer, then
you don’t really want to manage your deer
and the habitat. That’s not a management
plan. That’s a hunting plan,” he says.

There’s nothing wrong with wanting
to kill more deer. That’s why we hunt. Still,
in order to boost your herd by numbers,
size or age, more is required.
For Quality Deer Management
Association (QDMA) certification programs
manager Matt Ross, the path to any goal
must include four ingredients:
1. habitat management
2. herd management
3. hunter management
4. herd monitoring
“You have to have all four legs of the
stool in order for any management plan
to be successful,” says Ross. “Each one
is just as important as the other, but how
much effort you put into each of those
depends on your goals. If you aren’t too
worried about improving the antler size of
bucks, then you may not need to spend as
much time on the herd monitoring part of
it, but they all tie in together.”
Ross also said that a management
plan serves as an incentive. “When you
write one, make sure to include target
dates or seasons for each step so you have
a reminder of what needs to be done and
when it needs to be done,” he says. “If you
don’t, you might put things off and never
get around to doing them.”
ONE STEP AT A TIME: The first step
is to actually set some goals and put them

down on paper. It’s OK to jot down a bunch
of random, vague ideas. You can fill in the
blanks, flesh out the details and organize
your plan later.
“The first thing I do after an initial
discussion is walk or ride the land with the
landowner to get an idea of what we have
to work with. I’ll stop at various points to
examine the habitat to see what’s there
and what isn’t,” says Kammermeyer, who
spent 25 years as the chief of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources deer
program.
Questions might include:
• Are there any food plots and are
they in the right location?
• What kinds of trees are present?
• How old are they?
• What’s the percentage of open land
to forested land?
Of course, what you can do is
determined by the tools you have. It’s all
but impossible to plant a few acres of food

plots if you don’t have a tractor capable of
pulling the necessary implements like a
disk, mower, sprayer and spreader.
LAND MANAGEMENT RESOURCES:
A professional consultant with experience in
whitetail and habitat management can be a
help, too, especially if you have no experience.
If you have the financial means but
little knowledge, hire one. A consultant

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk
Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
www.stonecreekhunting.com

6-YEAR

POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

You can search from one end of Illinois
to the other. You will not – we repeat –
you will NOT find a 6-Year Powertrain
Warranty on a compact utility tractor
that equals the one that comes
standard with every John Deere
Compact Utility Tractor.

PETERSBURG • 18517 Kelly Street • 217-632-7767
HAVANA • 1105 State Route 97 • 309-543-6303

Sloans.com

Featured photo: David Hart

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!

ON COMPACT UTILITY TRACTORS

Without understanding what plants
and trees benefit wildlife and which do
not, you won’t be able to manage your
land. But carry along a field guide if
you’re unsure and you’ve got a readymade, quick fix. Photo: Commons
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Your property . . . continued
can work up a basic plan and turn you
loose to implement it or they can serve
as a project manager of sorts, hiring
subcontractors to undertake the various
management steps or even doing much of
the work themselves.
If you have little or no experience with
land management and even less money,
you’ll have to go it alone. The good news
is that the internet is overflowing with
valuable information. Use it. A number of
books, including two by Kammermeyer, are
brimming with good information, as well,
and books written by deer and habitat
experts Dr. Craig Harper and Dr. Karl Miller
can help you properly identify plants. Both
are available through the QDMA web site.
“One of the first things you should
do is learn as much as you can about the
plants on your land. If you don’t know the
difference between a white oak and white
ash, then you won’t be able to manage your
land effectively,” notes Kammermeyer.
Ross agrees and says it’s a good idea
to carry a couple of field guides whenever
you are on your land. Take time to identify
three or four trees, plants or shrubs each
time you are out and then check to see

how important they are as a deer food
source. Harper and Miller’s books include
that information. You can fine-tune your
management efforts once you figure out
the good plants and those that provide
little benefit to your wildlife.
LAND MANAGEMENT IS A
JOURNEY: Developing a plan and actually
implementing it are two entirely different
things. The first part is easy. Actually seeing
it through? Unless you have unlimited free
time and deep pockets, following through
on an in-depth management plan can take
years.
“It’s important to understand that,” says
Kammermeyer. “I think a lot of people don’t
see the results they hoped for after the first
year or two, or they actually realize how
much work can be required to accomplish
the necessary steps, so they give up.”
A good first step is to build some
food plots. Kammermeyer says they aren’t
just a relatively easy and measureable
accomplishment, they can be a good
foundation for a habitat management plan.
Food plots can also help you manage your
deer herd by concentrating the animals in
one location so you can practice selective
harvest. Be careful, though. A food plot by
itself isn’t enough.

“It’s also important to understand the
value of native plants. Food plots are just
a small fraction of the entire landscape,
so the more you can do to improve the
rest of the land, the closer you can get to
achieving your primary goals,” says Ross.
No matter how quickly you achieve the
steps in your plan, the desired results can
be years away. Increasing the average
age of the bucks on your land can be as
simple as not shooting younger ones. In
a few years, you’ll probably see some
changes. However, improving antler size
and overall improvements in the habitat
can take much longer. Creating a refuge
or bedding area involves cutting mature
timber and allowing new trees, vines and
shrubs to regenerate. It can take five years
before deer start bedding in it, even longer
in some regions.
In other words, be prepared for a long
journey that involves a few bumps along
the way. Getting to your destination isn’t
always easy, but with a good plan it will
certainly be easier.
“Craig Harper once said that managing
your deer and the habitat is a lifestyle. It’s
not something you do one summer or one
year and then forget about,” says Ross. “The
people that are successful are constantly
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out there working on some part of their
management plan. They love it as much as
they love actually hunting deer. Some people
might even like all the management work
even more than the hunt.”
QDMA’S
DEER
STEWARD
COURSES: Managing your deer and your
land can be a daunting task, but the Quality
Deer Management Association’s deer
steward courses can turn you into a expert
at not just writing a management plan, but
implementing it, too. The courses are held
on location, and include classroom as well
as field studies. QDMA offers two levels.
They are four days each and are only held
a few times each year. If you can’t make
the on-site class, the organization also
offers an on-line stewardship class. Learn
more at www.qdma.com.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

Photo: David Hart

STEFFEN’S CURIO/GUN CABINETS
13950 IL Rt 29 • 2 miles south of Pekin, IL

www.WatkinsMarine.com • 309-348-3072
Pontoons

Customer Service Index #1 at Watkins Marine for ‘08, ’09, ’10 & ‘12!
“We service all Mercury and
Mercruiser motors under factory
warranty, no matter where you bought
it, plus most brands of outboards!”

Master Technician w/Fast Service
We’ll get you back on the water in no time!”

CONSIGNMENT BOATS
WANTED!
Authorized Mercury Dealer - See us for the BEST PRICES!

$400 OFF CORNER CURIO, $100 OFF FLAT CURIO
BMW Custom Cabinets
Made with Cherry, Oak or Hickory Wood
Made in America with Quality Wood by American Craftsmen
Patented for Consistent Quality
Magnetic Lock Provides Gun Security
Lighted Curio/Hidden Gun Storage Area
53” Gun Storage Area to Accommodate Long Goose Guns
Half-Inch Wood Back to Accommodate Hooks & Brackets for Mounting Pistols
Large Storage Area in Bottom Compartment

101 E. FRONT ST., EL PASO, IL 61738

309-660-5349
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OPEN HOUSE MARCH 9 & 10
Fri. 8 am - 5pm • Sat. 8am - 2pm • Free Refreshments & Door Prizes!

WE STOCK A LARGE DISPLAY OF JON BOATS, BASS BOATS & PONTOONS!
700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520

CALL US: 309.647.3421
www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!
15% OFF MOST ACCESSORIES*
*Some Restrictions Apply.

SALES
&
SERVICE
Lowe ST175

Ranger 178

See us for Special Pricing on all Lowe Models

Lowe 1648
*

Free ion
ss
Admi

Special Show
Pricing On All
In Stock Boats

Fre
Park e
ing

Lowe SS210

Lowe Rebates up to $1500! Check out many other rebates & factory Incentives on Boats & Motors . . . Ask for Details!
FIND CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST SELECTION OF BOATS & MOTORS WITH A LARGE ACCESSORY DEPARTMENT!
SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.
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A STEEL MAGNOLIA

By John Simeone
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      I got a brain storm to ask the Henry
company to make a single shot rifle of
quality, knowing fully well the company
could make a killing on sales. I made the
call and found out great minds think alike,
it was already in the works, both rifle and
shotgun. I did my happy dance. Then I
wrote how much they would be needed in
Louisiana for the 2017-18 Primitive Deer
Season. I would not be disappointed, I
got one of the first ones off the line a 4570. Not only a job but a great honor.
      Both Lever Action and the New Single
Shot are level 2, 40,000 CUP which is
powerful enough for just about anything.
This rating indicates it will handle the
Hornady 325 grain Leverevalution bullet.
It also indicates it will handle the 400
grain bullet up to 2000 fps. Since the 325
grain has shown to be extremely accurate
and has the exact same Taylors Knock Out
Rate as a 300 grain 375 H&H magnum
I have little need for anything else.
According to Buffalo Bill, he killed 4,282
Bison with what we call a level one 4570 (actually a 50-70) Trapdoor Springfield
with 70 grains of Black Powder and a
500 grain lead bullet at around 1300 fps.
Modern 45-70 rounds are much more
powerful.
The Single Shot arrived about the
middle of the Louisiana season, of the 6

The exit hole of a 325 grain
We all like to
Hornady
at 7 yards running. The
romanticize the winning
buck was knocked sideways and
of the West with the
rolled down hill to a stop, normal
famous
Henry
and
The elegant Henry H015-4570 the highly awaited
45-70 performance.
Winchester
Repeating Single Shot Rifle for Louisiana Primitive Deer Season
Action 45-70 for tests and evaluation.
Rifles. However when
managed to bag a deer no matter what,
That was the easiest thing I ever did
the settlers began to
never really feeling handicapped. In
as these were by far the finest Western
arrive they were more modestly armed
2008 they decided to allow single shot
Style rifles I ever picked up and hunted
with break action single shot rifles and
cartridge rifles of a manufacture date of
with. Ok I was hooked.
shotguns. This was the main stay weapon
less than 1900 in 38 caliber or above, with
for home defense and meat for the pot, as
an exposed hammer. Once they realized
the guns were less expensive and more
that there was no real 38 (actually .358
available. Once the contained cartridge
or .375) so it was changed to 35 caliber.
era was introduced the more economical
Shotguns of the same design were added
and reliable Tip Off or Break action rifles
with Buckshot and Slugs.
started appearing circa 1870.
The thinking was to allow more
Louisiana is historically the home
next generation hunters the opportunity
of the Single Shot Rifle. Cajuns carried
to have more days to hunt with various
the Remington Rolling Block rifle in 43
kinds of equipment. It was OK with me,
Spanish and 45-70. You can still see
after years of touting a 5 pound possible
antiques hanging in old restaurants and
The Henry Steel H010 Lever Action
bag and cleaning for hours I was ready
museums in the Southern part of the state.
45-70 proved to be MOA at 100 yards
for a Single shot cartridge rifle. I never
The single shot rifle was even mentioned
now all we needed was the Single Shot.
did see a Sharps, Rolling Block or High
in the song, “Louisiana Saturday Night.”
Wall in the field, what I did see were H&R
An icon to a great Southern Heritage.
single shots to the last hunter including
me. I have two in 44 magnum and 45-70
as well as an old Winchester model 37
“SEE THE ROUND MAN FOR A SQUARE DEAL!”
shotgun. They work fine, trouble is they
don’t make them anymore, leaving a void
GOLD & SILVER IS AT AN ALL TIME HIGH...
TURN THAT OLD JEWELRY INTO CASH!
and an opportunity.
      About that time I became addicted
OPEN M-F 9-5 • SAT 9-2 or by Appointment
to Henry Rifles. The company sent me
a Frontier 22 Lever Action and a Lever
141 E. Main Street • Shelbyville, IL
This Coyote peeked around a tree
affording me a right eye shot with
OPEN 7 DAYS • 20+ YEARS OF SERVICE EXPERIENCE
the
Encore 50. Nothing more than

Service on most Outboards, Mercruiser Sterndrives • Minnows, Fishing Equipment & More in Stock!
a smoke blowing 45-70.

MAX’S

COINS & FIREARMS

217-774-4748

To bring the Single Shot Rifle back into
the Lime Light it was added in a special
Primitive Weapon Deer Season. At first,
the Black Powder Deer Season was much
like it is in most states with restrictions
in some areas on the type of action the
rifle could have. Over a period of about 15
years it went from something to the effect
of a traditional Hawkins Rifle to the Scope
Sighted Thomson Encore, all inclusive.
I followed the increments steadily and

2018 Tohatsu Motors are in!
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limit deer I had already taken my allotted
4 antlerless freezer deer leaving me with
2 buck tags left. The fine Lever Action had
proven far more accurate than expected
with iron sights and telescopic sights.
However, nothing yet had walked out in
front of it except a Bobcat.
The first look at the Single Shot was
love at first sight. Worth the wait, this
rifle once fielded will set the example
for all other single shots in its class. My
intention was to take the rifle hunting
immediately, without mounting a scope,
although I had one waiting. This rifle
was so ergonomically correct and the
iron sights well set, as usual I felt no
handicap. A practice shot was right on
the money I saw no reason to waste
ammo. The next day the rain came.
My personal experience with the 4570 actually started with Black Powder
muzzle loaders in 58, 54, and 50 caliber.
Deer literally collapsed to all of them,
along with Bobcat, Coyotes and Hogs.
When loaded with 120 to 150 grains
of powder or pellets you have a smoke
blowing 45-70. Frankly I had nothing else
to prove and glad when Louisiana allowed
Single Shot cartridge rifles. Game did
the same thing, dropped in their tracks
without all the mess and tools I had to
carry. The 45-70 has been around since
1873 and for me that’s primitive enough.
The best thing about the 45-70 is if you
can’t handle the recoil of a certain load
you can use a less powerful round and
still have enough power to knock down
a big Buck or a big Bison for that matter.
On iron sights and scopes. Its all a
matter of how you use your rifle and of
course your vision. I have been privileged
to stand with some of the most gifted
sharpshooters in the world, perhaps I’m
included who knows. With iron sights
you become instinctive and you achieve
this through a lot of perfect practice.
Even with that said in the hunting field,
hunter ethics takes over and about 70
yards is my personal limit with iron
sights. Notably both my Henry 45-70s
are designed as off hand snap shooters
making me believe they make these
rifles just for me. However in the Green
Mansions of Louisiana the 200 yard shot
comes along now and then and surgical
precision is the order of the day. You will
find using a Henry 45-70 for heart and lung
surgery will result in the patient being on
beyond the means of medical science. Its
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your choice on sights but don’t let ego or
tradition cloud ethics and common sense.
When in doubt use a scope.
There is an old saying, “Why walk
25 yards through a Louisiana briar patch
when you can walk a mile around it?” You
also don’t want to have to go in one after
a deer, or worse a wild boar. I’ve had to
do that including Moose and Grizzly in
the Alaskan alder bush, so I concluded
bigger is better when dealing with brush.
The “brush gun” means a fast handling
rifle, not a weapon that shoots through
brush. What you want is something like
the 45-70 to insure it doesn’t get in the
briar patch in the first place. The acronym
D.R.T. (Dead Right There) makes perfect
common sense, especially on evening
hunts. Leaving your deer over night in
Louisiana will result in finding picked
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bones the next day. You don’t want to
step in a pine hole and break your leg
either. You may ask what’s back in there
that will do that....everything.
I asked my old Army Chaplin to pray
for fair weather so I could get out of the
house and go hunting; remembering it

worked for General Patton. It worked the
Sun came out and a Bobcat showed up
hunting me, as it came in by surprise to
my grunt call. I was not amused but the
quick qualitys of the Henry Lever Action
45-70 was on. The cat jumped up on a log
and glared at me over its shoulder. Shall I

BLUEGILL CAPITOL
OF WISCONSIN
2300 acre lake chain featuring
some of Wisconsin’s finest
fishing.Offer 1 to 3 Bedroom
fully Modern Cottages,Ample
dock space, fish cleaning station,
playground,Heated pool, Bar
and Grill,Famous Plate size
burgers, hand -crafted specialty
drinks, flavored wings,
And much more

email us at info@birchlakesresort.com

715-354-3880

Louisiana Bobcats are bold, they will
walk right on your back door step and
take your house dog or worse.

www.birchlakesresort.com
Hydraulic dredging

l ong r eacH dredging

Your Waterfront
is OUR Business
• Large Docks
• Small Docks
• Large shoreline solutions
• Small shoreline solutions
• Large dredging projects
• Small silt removal projects
We are prepared for any size
waterfront solution you may need.
Let our experienced staff
customize a dredge plan for you!

e rosion control

Barge dredging

Providing Dredging, Sea Walls,
Shoreline Solutions, Silt Removal, Riprap,
Docks, Barge service or any other
small to large waterfront work.

small to large dredging

Booking for 2018 • Fully insured • 16 years experience • We complete all permits

877-875-2463 Office • 309-678-2303 Mobile • Illinois City, IL

Website: superiorseawalls.com • Email: dharper @ superiorseawalls.com
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say curiosity killed the cat.
After the Bobcat, and
looking more critically at the
area I was hunting I decided a
scope was in order for the last
Primitive season of the year. Of
course you can use the Single
Shot during the modern gun
season but I couldn’t use the
Lever Action in the Primitive
Season. With a month of deer
season left all inclusive and
two buck tags left the two
Henrys hit the field.
Magnolia got Millet Rings,
Leupold bases and a fine Leupold VXII
3x9x50 scope. Everything was dead on just
like the Lever Action all I needed was a
Buck to cooperate, knowing no matter what
I would only get one shot.
Well nothing walked out in front of
the Steel Magnolia, but her first formal
range day at the beautiful Woodworth
Shooting Range made up for it. The first
50 yard group is self explanatory it will
get better and you will hear a lot more
about Henry Rifles from me. Pass it on.
Above: The finest
affordable single shot
rifle ever made. The
first group at 50 yards,
not bad it gets better.

Magnolia is ready I’m
ready, the last day is
approaching, may have to
wait till next year.

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.

You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

THE “CABIN”
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We hunted flooded corn in the Barren River bottoms KY.
Chad (second from right) has built a first class duck hunting
spot on his farm. The blind over looked water kept open by an
underwater fan. After about a half hour of shooting we were
close to our limits. We were one mallard short, so we called it a
day. A great hunt with some great guys.
Thanks to ASO friend Bob Siler for the great picture.

2 LOCATIONS:
3711 Amber • Pinckneyville, IL
618-357-2711
477 Hwy 6 West • Oxford, MS
662-236-7773

Find Details & Pictures of Inventory at:

MooreBrothersAutoSales.com
WELCOME TO

THE BULLET TRAP!
Experience state-of-the-art
indoor recreational target shooting!

279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now
open for business. We carry a variety of
firearms and accessories. We also accept
guns on trade and consignment.

(217) 764-5678
The-bullettrap.com

The Bullet Trap is available for private
parties and special events.

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:

Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat
Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting
Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups

March 2018

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

EFFINGHAM ILLINOIS Showroom loaded with New

Located in Central Illinois where
Interstate 57 meets Interstate 70, the City
of Effingham has something for everyone.
With 17 hotels and over 65 restaurants,
Effingham provides the very best in service
and hospitality and welcomes visitors to
come spend a few days exploring what
the city and surrounding communities
have to offer.
Effingham’s convenient local has
allowed for several unique attractions
within the City. Firefly Grill is an award
winning eco-friendly roadhouse on
the shore of Lake Kristie. This culinary
destination is a true oasis of farm and
table cuisine. Tuscan Hills Winery sits
on 8 picturesque acres where you can
enjoy delicious wines, snacks and
live entertainment every weekend.
Mid America Motorworks’ My Garage
Museum houses rare and one-of-a-kind
car, antique automotive memorabilia,
vintage collectible and Corvette
and Volkswagen apparel. You’ll
want to stop by this unique
museum and retail store to
see a unique collection of cars
and displays. John Boos & Co.
Outlet Showroom features John
Boos & Co. products like butcher
blocks and cutting boards that
you’ve probably seen on Food
Network. Celebrity chefs like
Bobby Flay, Alton Brown, Mario
Batali and Martha Stewart
use these butcher blocks and
cutting boards.
Effingham is lucky to have
a great recreation system and
we encourage you to get out
and enjoy the great outdoors
while in our beautiful City.
The TREC trail is a public trail
that provides a great place for
visitors to exercise, whether it is
riding bikes, walking or running.
TREC and the City of Effingham
have currently completed five
phases of the trail. The trail
runs over seven miles long and
goes from the City of Effingham
to Lake Sara. Lake Sara is a
800-acre lake with 27 miles
of shoreline, located just four
miles west of Effingham. It
offers many attractions on and
off the water. You can enjoy two
restaurant, campgrounds, golf
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& Pre-owned Boat Specials!

2018 Ranger Reata 220C Pontoon

2018 Ranger Z519 Bass Boat

2018 Ranger RT188 Aluminum

Details at www.bedford-sales.com
Email questions to
bedfordsales@sbcglobal.net
or call 815-942-1333
879 Bedford Road, Morris, IL
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Effingham . . . continued
courses, boating, fishing, swimming and
kayaking. It’s a wonderful place to enjoy
nature.
The City of Effingham is also home to
several annual events that bring in visitors
from all over the region. The 12th Annual
Effingham Artisan Fair is May 4-5th in
downtown Effingham and will include
two days of celebrating the arts. The
event will feature over 40 artisans, wine
and beer tasting, live music, art auctions,
Kids Korner and so much more. Effingham
Cruise Night takes over the downtown on
May 18th and will be a hit for classic car
fans. Enjoy cruising the downtown area
the way it used to be, while also enjoying

Authorized Dealer
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great food, live music and more. Bring a
little nostalgia back into your life and
come out and enjoy. Funfest for Air-Cooled
VW celebrates all things Volkswagen at
Mid America Motorworks June 15 – 17th
in Effingham. Enjoy a whirlwind weekend
of special displays, car shows, seminars,
demonstrations and more. Don’t forget
to stick around for their Saturday night
entertainment. Moccasin Creek Festival is
an annual 4-day music festival celebrating
folk, bluegrass, alternative country, roots
rock and blue – “Americana” music, in
an outdoor venue on the lake with great
acoustics. The event is June 21 – 24th
at Lake Sara. The Effingham Jam BBQ
Cook-Off Competition brings BBQ to our
downtown on July 28 – 29th. Get involved

Doubet Seed Co.
Dusty Polhemus

Horse Feed - Pet Foods - Exotic Pet Food - Livestock Feeds - Bird Seed
Bedding - Hay - Straw - Special Order Feeds - Lawn & Garden

9701 W. Farmington Rd
Hanna City, IL 61536

PHONE: 309-565-4271
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in the Hometown Throwdown, an amateur
backyard BBQ competition, or watch the
pro in the KCBS Championship. The event
will has have live music, BBQ sampling,
drinks and plenty of family fun. Corvette
Funfest is the world’s largest
Corvette party in the heart of
the Midwest. Spend 4 days
in Effingham on September
20 – 23rd at Mid America
Motorworks to celebrate all
things Corvette, including
seminars, demonstrations,
a car show and more. You’ll
want to stick around for
their Saturday night concert,
too. Heart of the Hops is a
craft beer festival held in

downtown Effingham on September 28th.
Come downtown to enjoy a large craft beer
selection, fun live music and great food.
Chili Fest is the perfect event to get you in
the Fall spirit on October 12th in downtown

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION
PRAIRIE STATE CHAPTER BANQUET
Saturday March 24th
Holiday Inn & Suites, East Peoria, IL

Doors Open at 4:00pm
Dinner at 6:00pm
For more info call
Chuck Gabbert at 309-692-6748 or
Terry L. McLaughlin 309-678-8105

GRAND RAFFLE, SILENT AUCTION, AFRICAN HUNTING TRIP

BLACKTOP CONTRACTORS • FREE ESTIMATES

Snow Removal • Driveways • Parking Lots • Tennis Courts
Seal Coating • Mulch Firewood • Coal • Sand • Gravel • White Rock

BRIAN ROWDEN • DEREK VESTAL
225 N. Second St., Pekin, IL 61554

346-0564

18 Guns, Weatherby 12 Gauge, Vangard, Lazergaurd,
Kimber Micro Carry with Crimson Trace Lazer Grip,
Henry Rifle Big Boy 57 Mag, Kimber Hunter 6.5 Creedmoor,
Browning 270, Sauer Carokete 7mm Mag, Savage 220 20 Gauge
Lake Michigan Fishing Trip & Minnesota Fishing Trip
Lots more Live Auction Action
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Effingham. This event features great chili
and other specialty foods, live music and
plenty of family fun. To cap off our festival
season, Effingham rings in the holidays
with their Hometown Christmas event on
November 24th in downtown Effingham.
Help welcome Santa to town and enjoy
horse-drawn carriage rides, souvenir
photos, cookie decorating and more family
fun. Stick around for the City of Effingham
Community Christmas tree lighting and
then head over to our Wonderland in
Lights display. This drive-through light
display opens on Thanksgiving and runs
through the New Year at Community Park.
Drive through the park and enjoy beautiful
Christmas displays with the whole family!
The City of Effingham encourages you to
mark your calendar for these great events.
You don’t want to miss out on all the fun!
For more information about the city, visit
www.visiteffinghamil.com or call 1-800772-0750 to request a free Visitors Guide.

SEE OUR FULL-PAGE
AD ON PAGE 78

Your Hosts:
Phillip & Susan White
RR#2, Site 6 Comp 21,
Nolalu, ON Canada
POT 2KO

PHONE: 807-475-6947
FAX: 807-475-4730
• Windy Pine Cottages is located on beautiful Whitefish Lake in Northwestern
Ontario, Canada (only 60 minutes from the Pigeon River Border Crossing - all
paved roads)
• Windy Pine Cottages consists of 4 amazing cottages with one being wheelchair
accessible - Truly Wilderness with Comfort!
• There is 132 feet of floating docks with several slips to dock your boats and/or
rent one of ours
• White fish lake is one of the top ten lakes in Ontario Canada for Walleye, perch,
northern and bass
• After fishing or hunting treat yourself to your own personal outside hot tub or
shared sauna and heated swimming pool
• Many packages available: Fishing, Black Bear Hunting (Spring & Fall), Moose,
Timber Wolf/Ice fishing and duck hunting

Email your hosts at wwpine@xplornet.com or visit us on facebook

www.windypine.com

Is your pond ready for next season?
We can help!
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RETRIEVERS I HAVE KNOWN
By Gerry MacKenzie

Before I get into the “meat” of this most
interesting and entertaining manuscript, I
would first like to set the record straight.
In my article which appeared in the 2017
Christmas issue of THE AMERICAN
FIELD, entitled “Memories” I stated that
my beginning as a field trial reporter and
writer of related articles occurred when
I wrote a fictitious, humorous report of
a trial based on a friend’s dog having
allegedly pointed a field mouse during a
major stake. That was not entirely true.
My destiny as a reporter/writer was in part
inherited – it was in my genes. Allow me
to reveal an idiosyncrasy my late, sainted,
Italian Mother possessed. To describe
it decorously, one might describe her as

having been “curious”. To state it more
frankly, Mother was nosy. When I was but
a lad, the town I grew up in, Ladd, Illinois,
did not have dial telephones. Rather, you
cranked a handle which prompted one
of the ladies that operated the central
switchboard to request the number you
wished to call, and then plug you in to
that number. It was the opinion of many
in the community that when the operator
plugged you into the desired number, she
did not unplug her line and eavesdropped
on the conversation, especially when she
recognized the parties she connected
and suspected some juicy gossip tidbits
could be gleaned by “monitoring” the
call. Mother secretly envied those ladies

who worked the switchboard since they
were privy to tantalizing rumors to pass on
before she was.
As fate would have it, Mother would
no longer have to be envious of the
wire tapping biddies. The neighboring
community. Spring Valley, had a weekly
newspaper, The Spring Valley Gazette.
The lady who had been writing the Ladd
news column retired, and recommended
Mother to replace her. Thereby Mother
became the person who would prepare
the column which featured anything
interesting that occurred in Ladd each
week. Every Monday morning, she would
be on the phone soliciting news of all
sorts from folks all over town. Needless
to say, not all of the news discussed was
suitable for publication in Mother’s column.
Thereby, she had trumped the ladies in the
telephone office in spades, as she was now
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able to gossip LEGITAMATELY. Therefore,
does it not seem logical that my penchant
for reporting and related journalism was in
part an inherited trait?
Now, what does any of the above
have to do with retrieving or retrievers?
Really, not a darned thing. I simply wanted
to establish the fact that the many lines I
have contributed to this outlet were not
simply due to circumstance. Now, as far
as retrieving is concerned as it pertains to
our bird dogs it is something I know very
little about. Therefore, if you are reading
this column in anticipation of discovering
magic methods of instilling this quality in
your reluctant gun dog, you may as well
stop reading, because you probably know
as much about that as I do. However, I can
relate to you some anecdotes that you may
find helpful with reluctant retrievers.
The most popular method of teaching

GUN DOG TRAINING
Specialize in all Pointing Breeds

Insuring A
Happy Dog
that Loves
What it Does!

Let 40 Years Experience Work for You!
Employing Patient, Positive Methods ...

EXCELLENT TRAINING GROUNDS, FACILITIES
& CARE FOR YOUR DOG SECOND TO NONE!
Competitive Rates . . . Call for Reservations & Directions

Special Care For Your Special Pet
We are dedicated to companion animal
cremation & burial. You can be assured your
pet will be treated with dignity & respect.

618-599-4789

Gerry MacKenzie • McLeansboro, Illinois

“We’d like to believe they’ll be with us
forever. . . and in our hearts, they are.”

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

Meadow Valley Center
2075 Washington Rd, Washington, IL 61571
(309) 745-3600
DeitersPetServices.com • info@deiterspetservices.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL

dogcamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com
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a bird dog to retrieve is to use the force
breaking technique. I do not believe in
this method for two reasons – first I am
not very good at it, and secondly because
it seems illogical to force a creature to do
something that should be inherent – kind of
like forcing a squirrel to climb a tree. Most
methods of force breaking usually involve
inflicting some sort of pain on the poor dog,
and when it cries out in protest, stuffing
some unpalatable object in its mouth while
simultaneously removing the source of
discomfort. The dog then realizes that it
can make the hurt go away by grabbing
something. Then the distance between
the object you wish the dog to grasp is
gradually increased, until finally it can be
tossed farther and farther away, wherein,
hopefully, the dog will step forward to
pick it up. Initially, one must take care that
the object that it chooses to grab is not a
finger or hand. The most common form of
pain infliction is usually a pinch on the ear,
either with a thumbnail or with a thumb
tack taped to one’s thumb with the point
directed outward. A colleague of mine out
West would use a pair of wire pliers to
pinch the ear. I would never trust my level
of hand-eye coordination to avoid what
could be a nasty bite if the dog felt like this
assault on his ear had gone over the edge.

Another method frequently used is
the toe hitch. A stout piece of twine is
strategically placed around one of the dog’s
toes, so that when pulled it presses on a
very tender nerve ending, thus prompting
the mouth to open in pain. I was never very
good with gadgets, or dooflicketies, as my
mother called them, thus this method was
as consternating to me as using this darn
computer. Again, it just doesn’t make sense
to me to FORCE a dog to pick up something
with its mouth when from puppyhood
they seem so willing to pick up things on
their own, like balls, Frisbees, smelly old
socks, your almost as smelly slippers, or
as my beloved cocker spaniel Tar does,
carry his empty feed pan around all day.
I might add that he retrieved to hand the
very first pheasant ever shot for him with
his feed pan toting having been his only
elementary schooling ever. His sire, Dr.
Wade Rosenberg’s pride and joy dove into
his pond last summer and returned to the
bank carrying a bass.
All of the above having been said, I
much prefer dogs that retrieve naturally.
If like begets like, doesn’t it seem logical
that such dogs would produce offspring
inclined to retrieve naturally as well? I
can offer a few suggestions as to how to
nurture a dog’s development as a natural

retriever. The first time you kill a bird for
your young dog, if it will mark the downed
bird and pick it up, don’t try to take it away
from the dog. Allow it to do whatever it
likes with the bird – this is its prize – its
reward for pointing it and allowing you to
kill it for him. The dog may run around a bit
and play with the bird – it may even start
to eat it. Just let it be. After killing a few
more birds for the pup, attach a check cord
to its collar, and while it is playing with the
bird gently reel the pup in to you hand over
hand with the check cord. Do not try to
take the bird from the pup, but rather lavish
him with praise and petting without trying
to get your hands on the bird. After awhile,
the pup may offer to allow you to grip the
bird, and if so do not try to take it away
from him unless he releases his grip fully.
Whatever you do, don’t get into a tug-ofwar with him, as you will develop a hardmouthed dog by so doing.
A dog with little experience in its
excitement may have difficulty marking the
downed bird. You can help him with this by
using the check cord and gently guiding him
to a spot down wind of where you marked
it down and let him work his way into the
wind until he scents it. A word of caution
here – a lot of chatter as this occurs is
unnecessary and distracting. He will learn
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to work these situations out without a lot
of verbal interference from you.
I have been blessed to have had many
bird dogs that were natural retrievers. If you
read my story entitled THE DAY I BECAME
A PURIST I wrote of a great pointer female
I had named Smoky. Smoky was a fantastic
retriever whose feats in that area were
legend. However, that does not mean that
there weren’t a few wrinkles to iron out
early in her career. Smoky’s first hunting
experiences were on pheasants, and she
did a masterful job of retrieving them, no
matter how large or aggressive the rooster
she had corralled, as oftentimes they were
still alive and quite reluctant to be picked
up. Her early efforts with quail were
another story. Oh, she would accurately
mark and pick them up – problem was
then she would eat them, usually in just
a couple of gulps. I would have to try to
divert her attention away from the downed
bird and race her to it, and most of the time
she would win. At that time, I knew very
little about bird dog training in general and
virtually nothing about retrieving. So, I
turned to Herb Holmes, the man who sold
me my very first bird dog and who became
my guru in that he counseled me concerning
their development in many areas. When
I explained the problem to him, and he

VISIT OUR NEW
LOCATION!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

B&R Construction has new & used
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .
They can design one for you!

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com
SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap
SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com
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offered his solution, I thought he was
pulling my leg. The solution was: Hunt her
in an area where you can kill several quail
for her in a short period of time, even if
you have to buy some pen-raised birds and
scatter them about. Let her eat everyone
you kill until she can’t eat any more, and
then she will start bringing them to you.
He assured me that he was serious, and
so I gave it a try. She only ate three or
four and sure enough she began retrieving
them as well as she did pheasants, and
continued to do so for the rest of her days.
I have used this method on dogs I’ve had
in training and it has never failed to solve
the problem. I’ve also suggested it to folks
who have called asking how they could
solve the same problem, and never once
heard from them that it had failed.
Despite the fact that a gun dog will
retrieve naturally, it does not guarantee
that a problem of some sort will not arise
at some point in its career. We must be
careful, however, not to create a problem
ourselves. Years ago I had a client from
Kentucky, a wonderful guy, who owned
a watch charm setter female most
appropriately named SweatPea. She was
a darned good retriever. Any bird her fond
owner knocked down was quickly gathered

up and delivered dutifully to him, and
oftentimes the bird was a pheasant rooster
that seemed to be as big as she was.
Sadly, this did not satisfy him. He did not
want her to face him directly as she offered
the bird. Instead, he wanted her to circle
around him, sit at his left side, curtsy, and
drop the bird into his outstretched hand. A
bit of hyperbole, but you get the idea. If
she failed to perform all of these gyrations,
he would verbally chastise her and force
her to start the process anew. I would
literally cringe as I witnessed this lack of
appreciation for a job well done, sans all
the frills and resultant unfairly perceived
foibles. I finally had to speak out and
express my concern that continuation of
this behavior on his part would discourage
the little lady from retrieving at all. There
are occasions involving a bird dog’s
performance in any aspect that we must
accept what they are able to give us. This
was definitely one of those. He accepted
my counsel, and SweetPea continued to
retrieve effectively and more important,
happily.
During my tenure as owner and
operator of Knights Prairie Hunt Club I
was fortunate in that I had a pair of my
best field trial competitors that I could use

to entertain hunting parties. They were
a pair of pointers, one male registered as
Awesome, call name “Jigger”. And one
female registered as Alabama Shining Star,
call name “Dixie”. Both would retrieve and
would unerringly find crippled birds. Dixie
was a fabulous retriever in every respect –
a natural that loved the task. Jigger was
equally adept at finding crippled birds, but
once he captured his prize – alive or dead
- He had a major flaw – he would not let
go of it. I tried every type of cajolery I knew
of, blowing in his ear, blowing in his nostril,
pinching his ear, you name it – I tried it. As
a last resort I would give him a jolt with the
E-collar he was always wearing. You could
ratchet the collar up to its highest intensity
and all he would do was flinch – he was
not letting go of that bird. Of course, I had
several macho, self-proclaimed authorities
that insisted on their own means of torture
to change his mind, and they usually ended
up getting bit. It was amazing – he could
release the bird just long enough to snap at
them and quickly grab it while they were
shaking their appendage in pain. What
did I do about it? If I was sure the bird
was dead I could usually mark it quicker
than he could, and simply beat him to it.
The cripples were all his. I just waited
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until he got tired of carrying them around
whereupon he would drop them virtually
unscathed. He never did offer to eat a bird.
So, I wisely accepted what he was willing
to give me.
And then there was “Man” …. Man
was a beautiful pointer male whose
parents were excellent field trial dogs. He
did not have the opportunity to compete
but developed into as fine a gun dog as
one could ever ask for. When I operated
my hunt club I would always use Man to
entertain VIP clients, as he would never
fail to render a stellar performance. Man
could be hunted from foot or from a hunting
vehicle, adapting easily to whatever the
program was. He was so biddable it almost
seemed you could will him to respond
simply by thinking what you wanted him
to do. And boy could he ever find birds.
He established our club record one day by
pointing nine coveys of quail in 45 minutes.
However, he did have one major flaw – he
would not retrieve. He would find dead or
crippled birds and dispatch them so that
they could be easily found and gathered up,
but bring them to you? Forget it, he was too
intent in going on and finding some more.
Did you ever think that whatever
sport or hobby you pursued, you had seen

CRAPPIELURES.COM
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Plastics and more!
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to protect your 2nd Amendment Rights.
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it all? Well, I was somewhat in that state
of mind insofar as bird dog performance
was concerned, until Man enlightened
me. I was guiding a group of hunters one
day that were guests of one of my club
members. These fellows had not had a
lot of experience hunting upland birds
and were unaware of some of the dos and
don’ts pertaining to same. I was using
Man, since I felt he was foolproof and
could not be messed up by any deviation
from proper hunting deportment they might
subject him to. We were traveling through
a sizable patch of sedge grass that ended
on a slight rise in the terrain. When Man
reached the crest of the rise, he swapped
ends and pointed beautifully. I motioned
to a pair of the hunters to move forward
as I walked in to flush. As I neared the
motionless dog a rabbit skittered from
directly in front of him. I espied one of the
hunters raise his gun and yelled Nooooo –
but too late as he shot and sent the rabbit
tumbling end over end. Man immediately
ran to the still kicking bunny, picked it up
and carried it quickly to me and stood until
I took it from him. From that moment on
he was one of the finest natural retrievers
you could ever ask for. Needless to say,
I was amazed. That is not to say that I
would recommend killing a rabbit for a bird

dog to trigger the retrieving instinct. Like
I said near the beginning of this article, I
don’t know a heckuva lot about developing
a retriever. I’ve told you about a few that
I’ve been involved with, and certainly can’t
claim any credit for their excellence or
accept any criticism for their lack thereof.
In your quest for a top notch gun
dog, certainly one that is an excellent
retriever will be a top priority. Hopefully
you will be fortunate enough to be
blessed with a prospect that retrieves
naturally. If so, understand that there will
be times that the job might not be done
perfectly, or sometimes due to extenuating
circumstances, not at all. Be patient with
your canine hunting partner so that you
will not discourage it from performing
this task for you, but rather will continue
doing so because it is enjoyable. If your
prospect is not so inclined, you might try
your hand at force breaking it to retrieve.
You can find books on gun dog training that
have chapters devoted to this process. If
you don’t feel that you are capable of doing
so, there are many folks out there who are.
With a little searching you should be able
to find a competent, reputable individual
that can get the job done for you. As
stated earlier, I am not your guy.

2 Great Locations . . .
on the North & South end
of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!
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These pictures
are of a patio
door after a dove
was being chased
by a Kestrel Hawk
and ran straight
into the door.
What a unique
pictures. Thanks
to ASO friend
Bob Siler for the
great photo.

Illinois Waterway Visitor Center

OFF SEASON RATES 2018
$149.00 Per Person + Tax

(Min. 2 days and 2 nights)
Book 7 nights get the 7th night free.
ANY DATE EXCEPT MARCH 16 THRU May 25

US Army Corps of Engineers • 950 Dee Bennett Road, Ottowa, IL • 815.667.4054

2018 RATES AND FISHING PACKAGES
March 16 Thru May 25

2-Day 2-Night $199.00 • 3-Day 3-Night $299.00
4-Day 4-Night $349.00
ALL FISHING PACKAGES INCLUDE:
BOAT, MOTOR, GAS, BAIT AND ICE

Per person, Plus Tax, 2 Person Min. 15 and Under are Free
(limit 1 child per each paying adult)
$100 Deposit Required Per Person Non- Refundable
WE WILL MATCH ANY FISHING PACKAGES AT REELFOOT
LAKE FOR THE TIME OF MONTH THEY ARE OFFERED! CHECK
OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge
Units all with Fully
Equipped Kitchens!
Jon & Pontoon Boat Rental
Bait & Tackle Shop

100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com

We offer:
• State approved boating classes free to the public
• Boat safety checks
• Visitor Center for the Illinois and Michigan Canal,
National Heritage Cooridor
• Listed in Illinois Wildlife and Nature Viewing
Guidebook
• Special programs for groups
• The best view of Starved Rock State Park
• Bookstore with Canal and River History Items

Boater Safety Class:

April 28 • May 19 • June 23 • July 14 • Aug 18
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WATERFOWL 2017
SPRING SNOW GOOSE
HUNTING!

By Kenneth L Kieser

SPRING HUNTING FOR SNOW GEESE
IS AS GOOD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
AS IT IS FOR WATERFOWLERS WHO
LIKE TO SHOOT A LOT OF SHELLS!
The Challenge Of Hunting Snows
Hunters of the 1950s through the
1980s will remember that we once decoyed
white geese by spreading newspapers,
diapers or pieces of white plastic around
a field. Those days are over, especially
during the spring season after white geese
have been hunted for several months.
Diapers and newspapers are still used, but
with a good spread of full-bodied decoys.
White geese don’t commit to a spread like
other waterfowl species — they float in
circles while slowly dropping and looking
over the spread, meaning everything had
better look to be in good order.
“Look at a flock feeding in a field and
you’ll see that snow geese are greedy and
constantly hopping to front edges of the
flock where grain is less disturbed, while
feeding into the wind,” Tony Vandemore,
a professional waterfowling guide, says.
“The downwind geese will be loose and
scattered around the field. So we set up the
upwind side with bulk geese to make it look
like this is where the untouched food is.”
Sets are laid to quarter into the
wind. A straight south wind dictates
placing decoys southwest to northeast
or southeast to northwest, depending
on what looks the best. The wind has to
switch a complete 180 degrees to make
changing the entire set important.
“Movement is extremely important,
so we set each decoy on motion stakes,”
Vandemore says. “Lack of movement is a
warning to incoming geese. We love windy
days when decoys are moving around like
live geese.”
Portable blinds are set at the top
end of each spread. The team leaves 10
percent of the decoys behind each blind,
and 90 percent downwind. A moderate

pocket of open ground is left directly
in front of the blinds, with loose decoys
scattered around for a landing area.
Blinds are placed within a foot or two of
each other. Each blind is covered with
surrounding vegetation or brush. Decoys
on the higher stakes are placed between
each blind to attract those sharp goose
eyes.
“We laid each blind behind a terrace
or low spot,” Tyson Keller says during our
hunt. “This allowed us to be behind the
shadow line when the sun rose to conceal
ourselves better and to be off the horizon.
We also made sure that decoys close to
each blind cast a shadow on the blind
instead of the blind casting a shadow on
the decoy.”
The day ended when a speckled
goose buzzed our decoys. Specks are
not in season during the spring hunt, so
Keller switched on a Roy Orbison tape.
The goose continued to swing around the
set and then was treated to a Beatles
tune, apparently another satisfying sound.
Finally, just before the bird settled into the
decoys, Keller put on a rap song. The goose

immediately turned and started flying north
at high speed. That goose might not have
been the smartest, but its taste in music
was certainly beyond reproach.
White Goose Stoppers
The Avery guys I hunted with shot
Patternmaster extended choke systems
and I shot full choke. More importantly,
I had a chance to shoot Hevi-Shot Bs
and was impressed at the kill-versuswounded-bird ratio. After several seasons
of shooting steel shot, I could tell the
difference on my first shot.
“Hevi-Shot is twice as dense as steel
shot,” says Ron Petty, vice president of
sales and marketing for EnvironMetal,
Inc., manufacturers of Hevi-Shot. “Our
shot holds energy for greater distances.”
This was evident on longer shots when
one
to
three geese
dropped.
Petty claims
that
using
Hevi-Shot
shells is less
expensive
in the long
run because
it only takes
one shot to

drop a goose or duck compared to two
or three with steel shot loads. This is an
important distinction for hunters who
are tired of the prospect of wounded
waterfowl.
The Avery group also uses two
to three electronic callers with three
speakers on each unit, perfectly legal
during special conservation order spring
seasons. Tighter-packed decoys receive
more speakers than areas with fewer
decoys. Geese making passes lift and
immediately become more wary when
one speaker is blasting louder than others.
Subtle sounds from each speaker are more
reassuring to the geese. Snow geese tend
to work vertically on passes, so 75 percent
of the speakers are pointed straight up.

HICKS
TRADING
STATION

Southern Illinois’
Largest Gun Shop
• RIFLES •
• SHOTGUNS •
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4952 State Rt. 13
Pinckneyville, IL

618-357-2583
Open 7 Days!
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DUCKS UNLIMITED JOINS WILDLIFE
REFUGE CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Feb. 13, 2018 – Today,
the bipartisan Congressional Wildlife Refuge
Caucus hosted a briefing on Capitol Hill entitled
“Wildlife Refuges 101.” This briefing covered
the important role refuges play in conservation
and recreation in the United States, issues
facing the Wildlife Refuge system, funding
for the refuges and the role Congress plays in
supporting the refuge system. Representatives
from Ducks Unlimited, the National Wildlife
Refuge Association and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service served as briefing panelists.
The Refuge Caucus is chaired by Rep.
Mike Thompson (D-CA-05), Rep. Rob Wittman
(R-VA-01), Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ-02) and
Rep. Ron Kind (D-WI-03).
“As founder and co-chair of the
Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus, I’ve
seen firsthand how refuges bring together an
extraordinarily diverse group of people, from
hunters and anglers, to endangered species
activists, to public lands advocates,” said Rep.
Thompson. “By offering insight from a broad
range of expert panelists, this Wildlife Refuge
101 briefing will help members of Congress
and their staff as we continue working to
protect and enjoy our shared natural heritage.”

“When it comes to ducks and duck
hunters, our nation’s system of National
Wildlife Refuge lands is the most important,”
said Dan Wrinn national director of
government affairs for Ducks Unlimited. “But
they are so much more than that. Hunting,
fishing, birding and exploring wild places
go on every day at our nation’s refuges. This
system of lands is the envy of the world and
needs support from Congress to continue this
legacy.”
Refuges also benefit from one of
Ducks Unlimited’s top policy priorities, the
North American Wetlands Conservation Act
(NAWCA). Since 1989, NAWCA has impacted
the conservation of wetland habitats and their
wildlife in all 50 states, conserving more than
33.4 million acres. NAWCA grants support
wetland conservation on private and public
lands across the country, including the refuge
system.
“Our national wildlife refuges offer
spectacular natural beauty and critical
habitat for wildlife,” said Rep. Kind. “But they
are also economic engines that create jobs
in local communities. We need to continue
protecting and investing in our refuges and

in public lands in Wisconsin and across the
U.S., to keep local economies strong and to
ensure our open spaces can be enjoyed by
future generations.”
“National Wildlife Refuges host nearly
50 million visitors each year and make up 850
million acres of pristine public lands dedicated
to the conservation of fish and wildlife,” said
Rep. Wittman. “My state of Virginia has 14 of
those refuges where people of all ages can
visit, explore, fish, hunt and study wildlife.
Growing up and even as an adult, visiting
the Rappahannock River Wildlife Refuge in
my district taught me the value of nature and
wildlife in our society and the importance of
environmental stewardship.”
The National Wildlife Refuge System
is made up of more than 96 million acres of
public land in the United States. Refuges aid
in habitat restoration and protection, help
to control flood and erosion while providing
economic benefits to countless communities.
Refuges support a $2.4 billion recreation
industry. With more than 48 million visitors a
year, refuges provide a unique opportunity to
see these landscapes while supporting local
economies.
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“South Jersey
is home to three
national wildlife
refuges that offer
visitors a wide
array of habitats to
explore and myriad
animal and plant species to learn about. They
play a vital role in sustaining fragile ecosystems
and their environmental and economic
importance in my district is immeasurable,”
said Rep. LoBiondo. “It is important to continue
a dialogue with our colleagues to educate them
on critical issues facing our wildlife refuges.
Forums like Wildlife Refuge 101 ensure
Congress is hearing from the appropriate
experts and enthusiasts of these environmental
treasures.”
For more information, visit ducks.org.
Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world’s largest
nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving
North America’s continually disappearing
waterfowl habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks
Unlimited has conserved more than 14 million
acres thanks to contributions from more than a
million supporters across the continent. Guided
by science and dedicated to program efficiency,
DU works toward the vision of wetlands
sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today,
tomorrow and forever. For more information on
our work, visit www.ducks.org.

SPRING SNOW GOOSE HUNTING

Show me your Snows Outdoors
Hunting in Central Illinois
Booking for February & March
Hunt from Heated Pits • Over 10,000+ Decoys!

Find us on Facebook at “Rick Hamm Snow Fox”
and“Show me your Snows Outdoors”

CALL RICK HAMM: 309-635-5200
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SPEAKERS:
• Chad Sperry – WIU GIS Director “GPS Mapping & Drone Demo”
•B
 arry McVey -- State Forrester - “Illinois Forestation and
Butterfly Attraction”
•M
 ichael Lorenzo – “Big Foot: Examine The Issues and
Controversies”
• Roger Hunter -- US Coast Guard, “Water Safety & Demo”
• Tristan Widloe -- From IL DNR, “Asian Carp”
•K
 yle Abney – WIU Outdoorsman Club-“How I Became a
Fisherman”
• Gerald White –Master Gardeners Club, “Attracting Blue Birds”
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THE MENOMINEE RIVER IS A
SMALLMOUTH BASS BONANZA

By Mike Mladenik

Being a full time professional fishing
guide in Northern Wisconsin, I have to
put the odds in favor of my clients. That is
why most of the spring and summer I can
be found fishing the Menominee River for
smallmouth. The Menominee River forms
the boarder of Northeast Wisconsin and
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
In 2017 the fishing on the Menominee
River was great. The pre-spawn bite was
a bit unpredictable thanks to the tenacious
cold-water temperatures. Once the water
temperatures started to climb the fishing
quickly peaked. The big smallmouth
was on the move and the action was
phenomenal. In May, my clients caught
several smallmouth over 20 inches on a
variety of lures including Case Sinking
Minnows, suspending jerkbaits and threeinch Hubs Chubs.
The summer action on the Menominee
River as usual was predictable. One
exceptional day the topwater bite was

on. I told my clients that the previous day
we had a good topwater bite and with the
stable weather it should continue. Our
first stop was a weedbed not far from
the boat landing. Why? Because when
smallmouth are roaming weeds they are
on the feed! Feeding smallmouth are
active smallmouth and they will find it
hard to pass up a topwater lure on a warm
summer morning. If there is a weed bite it
won’t take long to figure it out.
I told my clients how important it
is to approach the weeds with caution
especially if you are looking for big
smallmouth. Many river fishermen make
the mistake of fishing too fast. If your
trolling motor is on high or you are drifting
too fast you will not only spook larger
smallmouth, but you will not be able to
concentrate on the food chain. Keep your
eyes open for not only rising smallmouth
but surfacing bait fish. A few surfacing
baitfish can advertise that several big
smallmouths are in the area.
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Zero in on the
commotion and cast
your topwater bait at
the target since your
odds to connect with
big smallmouth are high.
There is no need score a
bull’s-eye, but you need
to be ready for the strike.
Once the lure hits the
water, try to keep a tight
line. Often the strike will
occur before you get
a chance to start your
retrieve.
It was a perfect
summer morning, but
Chris Snodgrass with a summer Smallmouth
I tried not to be to
caught with a 3-inch Hubs Chub
overconfident knowing
and gave it a few short pops. I repeated
that nothing is ever a sure thing. I rigged
the presentation a few more times and
one of my clients with a three-inch bone
retrieved the bait back to the boat. Being
shad Hubs Chub and the other with a
unsure if my advice set in, I made another
three-inch crawdad hubs chub. While
cast gave the Hubs Chub a few pops and
I always go out of my way to ensue my
the water exploded. After I landed a
clients catch fish and not the guide, I felt
chunky 18-inch smallmouth, I put my rod
that it was important that I give them a
down and told my clients to get to work.
quick course on how to fish the Hubs chub
After a few cast and a bit of coaching
on the Menominee River. I tossed a threemy clients began popping quality
inch bone shad Hubs Chub on the edge
smallmouth with the action continuing
of the grass let it sit for a few seconds
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throughout the day. We ended up catching
60 smallmouths on top and lost at least
that many. It did not matter on the color,
but the action had to be just right. If they
worked the bait to quickly the result was
not fish. The vertical drop of the three-inch
Hubs Chub and a short pause is as deadly
as it gets for summer river smallmouth.
The next day it rained, the flow of the
river changed, and the top water bite hit
a bulkhead.
If you don’t get a response with a
topwater bait either due to changes in the
river or unstable weather, try a soft plastic
jerkbait or a stick bait rigged wacky style.
One advantage to using a wacky worm
is that it will catch river smallmouth
in a variety of structures while other
presentations might only work around
one type of structure. I like to start out
in the mornings fishing grass edges and
will have my client cast tight to the grass.
If the smallmouth is holding in the grass
then I will switch to the same stick bait
but I will rig it Texas style. After we catch
all the smallmouth in the grass we usually
cast wacky worms tight to shoreline cover.
If smallmouth are holding tight to cover I
will have my clients tie on a weedless
wacky worm hook. Many times, by letting
the wacky worm sink it will drop into
the deeper wood which will hold the big
smallmouth.
Even though a stick bait sinks, many
times you will need to add some weight
to get the bait down to deep cover. On
windy days and in current, a non-weighted
stick bait does not sink very well. A few
manufacturers make weighted hooks and
jigheads for wacky worm fishing, but I rely
on weighting the stick bait. Since I already
rig my wacky worm with an O-ring, I like
to add tungsten worm weights to my
worm to help it sink. Tungsten weights
are heavier but more compact than lead
and can be easily inserted into a soft
plastic stick bait. The size of the weight
depends on the depth of water and current
flow. This added weight will cause the
worm to fall faster but won’t impair the
action. A selection of Tungsten weights
between 1/64 to 5/64 ounce is good
for river smallmouth. Experiment with
different weights until you get the proper
combination for the day.
Most of the rivers I fish contain stained
water. Watermelon red, green pumpkin/
gold flake and green pumpkin/copper flake
stick baits are my most productive colors.
On some days smallmouth will prefer
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minnow imitation stick baits and that is why I also bring
along some white and pearl hologram.
I also fish a lot of mid-river structure in summer that
is perfect for the wacky worm. This mid- river structure
contains a mix of rock, logs, grass, and most of all, foraging
smallmouth. Smallmouth can be sitting at different levels
in the water column. Topwater baits can be hot at times
but there are many days when the fish just will not rise
to hit a bait on the surface. My records show that about
80 percent of the time I can catch smallmouth with a
wacky worm, so it is definitely my go-to bait. The reason
the wacky worm is so effective is its ability to drop to all
levels in the water column. So, at whatever depth the
smallmouth are holding, if they won’t rise to strike a bait
the wacky worm will find them.
Minnow style jerkbaits like my old reliable Case
Sinking Minnows and Case Sinking Shads are effective in
all types of cover but shine when fished around wood cover
Mike with a 6-pound Menominee River Smallmouth
and weeds. While soft plastic jerkbaits
remain effective when smallmouth are
www.nelsoncharters.net
relating to wood cover it is an essential
Call Capt. Mike to book your
part of my arsenal when fishing mid-river
weeds. I rig the Case Sinking Shad with a
trip today!
4/0 wide gap hook and the smaller Case
Sinking Minnow with a 3/0 wide gap
hook.
You will have that occasional slow
day on the river in summer, but they will
be few and far between if you follow
the techniques that I have laid out. Don’t
make fishing complicated and you will
have lots of fun on the river in summer.
For more information go to my website
WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!
Bigsmallmouthbass.com and check out
my YouTube channel smguide1.
Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho,

616.990.4421

Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!
CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

Spend More Time Fishing

Don’t Miss The Boat ...

Aboard the

NOBLE II

36 Foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

Charters
“We Catch The Big Ones”

and Less Time Boating

NO Fish - NO Pay

Aboard the

NOBLE II

36-foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

“We Catch
the Big Ones!”

www.noblecharters.com

Captain Dale Florek
Cell:

224-588-7263

Call for Free Color Brochure
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HIGGY’S STAND
By Don Higgins

RAUNER DISAPPOINTS
ILLINOIS DEER HUNTERS

On the morning of
November 5, 2014
I sat in a treestand
in the pre-dawn
darkness when the
vibration of my cell phone caught me
by surprise. It is not unusual for me to
get texts from other deer hunters when
hunting but this time it wasn’t even
daylight yet! When I fished my phone out
from under several layers of clothes I saw
that the text was from my good friend Kirk
Kvitle of Quincy. Kirk was letting me know
that we had a new governor. He knew that
I would be excited because I had been
openly campaigning for Bruce Rauner
after Rauner met with the leaders of the
Illinois Whitetail Alliance and promised to
bring some positive changes to the way
the Illinois deer herd was being managed.
I even had Rauner campaign signs on my
property.
Some weeks later, excited Illinois
deer hunters gasped as Rauner appointed
politician Wayne Rosenthal as his new
DNR Director. This wasn’t exactly what we
were expecting so we cautiously waited

to see what this meant for the Illinois deer
herd. I even had the privilege of meeting
with Director Rosenthal over lunch before
he was confirmed. I told him that I had
been writing negative articles about IDNR
deer management policies for way too
long and was ready to start writing some
positive pieces if he would just give me
the fodder to do so. I would even publicly
give credit to whoever deserved it. I am
still waiting.
Since Rauner took office roughly
three years ago there have essentially
been two major policy changes regarding
the management of Illinois deer herd.
Crossbows have been made legal for
everyone during the entire archery season
and bowhunters can now hunt during
firearms seasons. Both of these policies
do two things; they sell more tags and they
kill more deer. In much of the state this
is the last thing that was needed. Clearly
Rauner has been a huge disappointment
to Illinois deer hunters who helped vote
him into office.
I am thinking that this fall I was going
to have to vote for a democrat for governor

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE
SHELBYVILLE...

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV • Refrigerator • Microwave
Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

217-728-4314

YOUR HOSTS: Vipul (Vic) & Vilas Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL
info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

for the first time in my life but recently I
learned that Rauner is being challenged
by someone within his own party. State
Representative Jeanne Ives has entered
the race which caused me to take a very
close look at what she stands for. When I
visited Ives facebook page one of the first
things I noticed was a photo of her and
her husband out checking trail cameras!
I had to learn more, so I contacted Ives
office and submitted a few questions for
this article. Here are the questions and
her response –
1. Can you please give us your

outdoors background?
“I grew up in South Dakota and
spent my summers working on my
uncles’ farms and otherwise playing
outdoors a lot. During my time at
West Point and in the military, I spent
many weeks in training outdoors or
on field problems. This summer we
took our family to Alaska to visit our
son who is serving in the Army there.
The entire trip was focused on hiking,
fishing, and camping.”
2. I noticed on your facebook page

Will your soybeans
be there When the
deer need them
the most?
real World’s
soybean blend Was
developed for
shatter resistance!

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms.
Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!
Ask about our Pet policy.
Park near your room to unload fast & easy.
Ice & Soda Available! Restaurants & entertainment nearby.
BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.
Within walking distance to river and spillway!
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:
(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

www.realworldwildlifeseed.com
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TURKEY KILLERS
By Brad Fitzpatrick

that you were recently out checking
trail cameras with your husband,
are you and your husband both deer
hunters? If so, can you elaborate on
your experiences as a deer hunter?
“My husband likes to bow hunt.
He goes nearly every weekend
during the season. My sons join him
occasionally. I am not a hunter but
will readily eat whatever he kills. I
do like to target shoot.”

check. I am open to hearing from
all hunters on the best way to keep
Illinois hunting a viable activity.

3. If you are elected governor, what
kind of person can we expect you to
name as your DNR Director?
“All directors I hire for any
agency will be specifically qualified
to run that particular operation.”

5. Would you like to offer any final
thoughts?
“Thank you for giving me some
insight to this issue area. I look
forward to hearing from Illinoisans
about their concerns on any topic.
Our state is a fiscal disaster and my
first concern will be to bring jobs to
the state, balance the budget, lower
taxes, and end public corruption.”

4. Illinois deer hunters have grown
extremely frustrated over the past
20 years of seeing their deer herd
mis-managed by IDNR. Would you
be willing to make a couple of
“campaign promises” of specific
regulation changes regarding the
management of Illinois deer herd?
“I see our natural resources as
some of our best assets – that includes
our hunting grounds. I am open to
preserving our deer population for
hunting and keeping the herd healthy
is important part of that. Hunting is
a time-treasured pastime, a family
activity, an important part of the
economy, and a necessary sport
for keeping our deer population in

That said, my husband’s perspective
is that public hunting grounds are
poorly managed. I do not put myself
out as an expert in this area which
is why I am willing to listen and
understand what the best practices
are in other states.”

I will admit that I wish Representative
Ives had been a little less vague and
politically-correct with some of her
answers but I also realize she is running a
campaign and as such must “do no harm”
in interviews like this. The fact that she is
married to a deer hunter and spends time
in the outdoors with her family is huge
for those of us who hope to get Illinois
deer herd back to what it was a couple
of decades ago. She will certainly get my
vote in the primary and I hope she wins
because if she doesn’t I fully intend to vote
for whoever is running against Rauner.

SMILEY’S SPORTS SHOP INC.
Archery • Guns & Ammo • Fishing Tackle • Live Bait
Ammo by the Case Price • Full Line of Abu Garcia
Full Service Archery Shop
See us on the web at: www.smileyssportsshop.com
2049 Ireland Grove Rd. • Bloomington, IL

309/663-1133

As any hunter will tell you wild turkeys
are delicious. Unfortunately for game
managers, we’re not the only species that
believes that, though. At some stage of their
lives wild turkeys are on the menu of a wide
range of predators, from newly-hatched
chicks that are eaten by ants and crows to
adult birds that are targeted by bears and
mountain lions. But which predatory species
are responsible for the most losses.
That’s a tricky question simply because
the answer likely varies by region, but
research is shedding some new light on
turkey predation. Mary Jo Casalena, wild
turkey biologist for the Pennsylvania Game
Commission, recently shared the findings of
her five-and-a-half year telemetry study on
wild turkey hens. Over that period of time 41
hens were killed by predators, and while many
may assume that coyotes were responsible for
most hen deaths bobcats actually killed more
hen turkeys than coyotes. Over the course of
Casalena’s research project bobcats killed
seven hens, earning them the title of the most
prolific turkey predator in the region. Foxes,
owls and hawks all accounted for three hen
deaths, although three hens were killed by
“unknown avian predators” which leads one

t aefxund
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to believe that hawks and owls are actually
among the chief predators of turkeys, a fact
which might surprise some people. Coyotes
were responsible for two hen deaths, and a
black bear killed one nesting hen during the
study.
Research published in the Wilson
Journal of Ornithology focused on nest
predation on the Edwards Plateau in Texas
and found that Rio Grande turkeys had nests
robbed by feral hogs, bobcats, armadillos,
and ravens, but the primary threat to turkey
nests was raccoons. In fact, the level of
raccoon predation was so high that it was
determined that these mammalian predators
play a major role in brood rearing success
in that area. The same is likely true in other
parts of the country as well.
What can we learn from these results?
As most turkey hunters know, predator
control helps bolster turkey populations. But
some species—like nest-robbing raccoons—
are very hard to eradicate. Others, like hawks
and owls, are protected. The key to the
success of these birds, then, primarily hinges
on habitat. High-quality nesting habitat and
readily available roosting and feeding sites
minimize exposure to predators and increase
the odds that your birds will survive.

All Bows and Crossbows that are specially
marked with a Pink Price Tag will receive an
additional $50 Off or a free Delta Bag Target
or 6 Beman Arrows/Bolts.
Offer ends 5/1/18

Take It Home Or Use Our 90-Day Same As Cash Layaway Program!

IN STOCK NOW

New Hoyt RX 1, Turbo, Ultra, Hyperforce,
Mathews Triax, Halon 32

KEVIN’S
ARCHERY CENTER
305 Get Serious Street • Ava, IL (North of Fleetwoods)

613.426.3100

Kevin Bach - Owner • Mon – Fri. 10am – 5pm, Sat. 8am-5pm

www.kevinsarcherycenter.com
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PH AND SOIL TESTING

in-depth analysis of toxins present in
the sample sent, it will usually cost
more. In the long run you will be able to
increase productivity of your plants while
increasing the efficiency of your fertilizer.
It also helps the environment from over
fertilizing.
Until next month, don’t forget to take
your daughter, granddaughter, or niece
bowhunting.

by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz • marleneasomag@gmail.com

Whenever the topic of food plots
arises, the first thing we hear is “soil
pH” and its importance. “pH” means
the power (or potential) of hydrogen
and is the measurement of acidity and
alkalinity in soils. Levels range from 0
(most acidic) to 14 (most alkaline) with 7
being the neutral point.
The median soil pH for North America
is 6.4 which falls with the optimal pH
range for most plants productivity which
is 5.5-7.00. However, you may live in
an area where, over time, nutrients have
leached out of the soil or the soil make
up is sandy or heavy clay. A soil test will
determine if it is more acidic or more
alkaline as well as providing information
on the current state of nutrients in the
area you are sampling.
Plants need 3 primary nutrients:
nitrogen for leaf and stem growth,
phosphorus for root growth and potassium
for the overall health of the plant and in
aiding their immune system. Having the
right pH level makes it easier for plants
to access these nutrients. BioLogic
offers a product called pHFertilizer that

contains carefully calculated quantities
of nitrogen, potassium and phosphorus
but also includes finely ground lime that
is also fast acting for helping to amend
soil.
To get your soil tested, you can
contact your local university’s extension
program, or you can go to the BioLogic
website where you can download the
form along with information on where
to mail the sample. Within 36 hours
of receiving your package, they can
determine the pH level and give you
detailed information about the sample
as well as recommending how much
lime to apply if necessary. BioLogic
representatives can also suggest the
most appropriate crops to plant for your
specific area.
Developing a productive food plot
starts by having the soil tested. But you
should also retest your plot about once

every three years. It is a good idea to
hang on to any previous test results so
that you can monitor any changes in
fertility of pH levels.
Costs for these tests are minimal
ranging from $10-$20. If you want an

801 N. State • Freeburg, IL 62243 • Owner: Chuck Dori

618.539.9881

Tohatsu Sportsman’s
Edition Camo, 20 hp,
4-stroke
POLAR kraft Sportsman
& Fishing Models

SALES & SERVICE

Plus 9.8 hp,
4-stroke models!
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YOUTH SETUPS FOR
SUCCESS
By Scott Haugen

The long wait was finally over, and
my nine year old son couldn’t have been
happier. As a father, I was so proud, for
the shot marked a moment that was about
much more than filling a turkey tag. The
successful hunt marked an end to months
of practice and preparation, and the many
wild turkey dinners that followed allowed
us to relive those fond memories.
Pinned against the base of a fat
maple tree, we sat for over an hour, with
a big tom in sight the whole time. The
bird approached from an angle I failed
to account for. To reach us it had to cross
two fences, fly across a creek and walk
up the steep, logged hillside. Eventually
the tom made it to the decoy, and my son
connected on the shot.
He was able to sit still the entire time
the bird was in view, not easy for a youth
hunter. A thick cushion to sit on, along
with a turkey vest that properly fit and
featured a padded back, greatly helped.
He firmly rested his single-shot 20 gauge
in a bipod, the barrel pointed at the decoy
the whole time.
Between my son’s legs was a box
call, one he could reach down and work
when the approaching tom momentarily
ducked from view. Once the tom reached
the top of ridge on which we sat, I took
over the calling with a diaphragm call, to
ensure no movement.
Both of my boys, now teenagers,
have taken multiple turkeys over the years

using this setup, and others, that keep
them comfortable. Padded seat cushions
are a good place to start, as are turkey
vests designed to fit youth. Camo’ gloves
and a facemask are a must, and keeping
movement to a minimum is vital.
Involve the youth in the entire
process, from shopping and trying on gear
and clothing that fits, to sighting in and
practicing with their shotgun, to calling.
If a youth has a vested interested in the
entire process, their desire to excel and
level of discipline will rise.

Make sure the gun fits. I got a youth
stock, but the length of pull was still
too long, so I cut it off then slipped on a
thick, aftermarket recoil pad. Suppressing
recoil allows kids to shoot accurately and
with confidence. For practice shooting
sessions, use low recoil loads, as it allows
the focus to be on form and accuracy, not
worrying about the kick. When a big toms
steps in front of them, a heavier payload

won’t even phase their shooting form.
When it comes to developing youth
turkey hunters, begin the process early
and take your time. Keep sessions short
and fun. The goal is to educate and build
a desire in our youth, and this is done
with proper gear, education, stressing gun
safety and keeping it fun. From there, the
rest will fall into place.

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve
Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes
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HELPING CLIENTS
CATCH MEMORIES ONE
FISH AT A TIME
Lake Shelbyville

217-520-3653 • www.englandexpenditions.com

MARCH MADNESS

With the warmer weather and the
first day of spring approaching, it is time
to get those fishing rods and reels out!!!
Lake Shelbyville is fast becoming a
premiere fishery with a healthy population
of black and white crappie, walleye, and
sauger. With ideal habitat for our sport
fish, anglers of any experience level can
have a fantastic day on the water. England
Expeditions Inc. is currently booking trips
for the year. Please ask about our dual
species trip we offer. Lastly, before I begin

talking about techniques and tips I want to
remind everyone to get their new fishing
license before April 1st!!!
Early spring crappie fishing can
produce great results; here are a few of my
favorite techniques. First, it is important
to know these winter/early spring crappie
will be found deeper than usual. To begin,
I would recommend starting in 15-17 feet
of water, going as deep as you need to,
to find the crappie. Once you have found
the right depth, I prefer to start by using

WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

Top: Matt and Heather at the
Fish and Feather Expo
Right: Dan and a double limit!
a roadrunner head. I prefer to use
either a 1/16 oz. or a 1/8 oz. The color
I will begin each fishing trip with will
be yellow and white. Then working
to brown and green. But don’t be
afraid to use other variations.
The blade on the roadrunner is
a very versatile and effective factor for
this time of year. Casting roadrunners just
outside the line of trees and retrieving
it slowly with a random quick twitch
reel to send out an abnormal vibration
helping entice any slab into action!
Casting along drop offs is another way to
catch suspended crappie at this time, as

well. The last area to cast for crappie, I
recommend, is near any significant rock
humps or rock shorelines. Always cast
towards the shallower water, working out
into the deeper water until you find the
depth the fish are holding at.
Switching to vertical jigging is known
as the tradition style for crappie fishing,
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with the use of roadrunners, is a true all
star bait for this technique. The blade
on these roadrunners, not only produces
great vibration but also great flash. The
flash replicates the color of baitfish
and crappie react to this bait very well.
Lastly, using minnows and slip corks is
a tried and true strategy that any angler
can have a successful day on the water
with. Remember, crappie metabolism and
general behaviors are slowed down, so
slow down your presentation.
Walleye and sauger activity is starting
to get serious and Lake Shelbyville has a
serious walleye and sauger population.
Regardless, if you are looking for larger
schools of smaller males or those bands of
large walleye and sauger Lake Shelbyville
is your place to be. Concentrating on
wind-blown points will be areas baitfish
are being found and that is also where
you will find walleye and sauger hunting.
Large schools of males can be found in
those shallow waters holding baitfish.
Using a 1/8 oz. round lead head tipped
with a night crawler is a proven winner for
this time.
With Lake Shelbyville being over 60
feet deep at normal pool, fishing deep
water for big walleye is where you need
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to be. First, I prefer line counting reels and
bottom bouncers as my primary technique
to fish for these deeper water walleyes.
Using your electronics to find the walleye
and sauger and using your line counters
to get to the correct depth will greatly
increase your catch totals. The hand-made
spinners my wife and I make are ideal bait
options to catch those big walleyes and
sauger that are suspended in the deeper
waters. The vibration sent from a number
four Indiana blade, coinciding with the
amazing flash it produces, helps it attract
walleye and sauger from a great distance.
Next fishing vertically is another
fantastic technique. I prefer to use a ½ oz.
spoon bait or a 3/8 oz. round lead head
to vertical jig. My preferred colors for my
spoons are white or chrome. Allowing
your spoon bait to fall to the bottom and
working it back to the top is how you are
going to use the spoon bait. When you
are working your spoon to the surface
allow the spoon to “deadfall” for 2-3 feet
before repeating the process all the way
to the surface. Allowing the spoon to
“deadfall” imitates a baitfish in distress
or even dying, making it an easy target!!!
The second option for vertical jigging is
using a 3/8 oz. lead head and a 2-¾inch
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Deep Water Slabs!

Fishing with my daughter Teddie!

twister tail. Isolating deep structures with
these two bait options is a very precise
technique and these two weight options
are ideal in controlling your bait in deeper
waters. Those are just a couple strategies
for both shallow and deeper water that I
will use to catch walleye and sauger on
Lake Shelbyville this coming month.

In closing, I would like to congratulate
Joe Kudela on winning this year’s trip I gave
away at the Bloomington Fish and Feather
Expo. To book at trip call us at 217-5203653 or visit www.englandexpeditions.
com CATCHING MEMORIES ONE FISH AT
A TIME!!!

Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com
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Call Reagan and
Book Your Trip Today!
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Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

March 2018

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS
WITH
REAG’S
GUIDE
SERVICE
By Reagan Smith

March is the time of year that all crappie fishermen are getting excited to go catch some
fish. Some people love to fish for other species and then will only target crappie when it is easy,
and the males are on the beds protecting the eggs. Some people like to catch them before the
spawning process starts. I am that guy, I love catching crappie yearround, but March to May is a fun time to try and figure out what’s
going on in your local waters. I enjoy March very much and I would
recommend wherever you are fishing to start at around 12-15 feet of
water. The crappie are in pre-spawn right now and are loading up on
food for the spawn. Crappie will be a bit sluggish during this time,
but it is better than trying to get them during January.
Crappie act a little odd this time of year and can be caught a
variety of ways with different tactics, baits, etc. I may go out on a
Friday and catch them in 3 to 4 feet of water, and then the next day
say we had a cold front and the temperature outside has changed
15 degrees in one day. When that happens, a lot of the time, those
crappies move back to the deeper water, but they are still close to
where you may have caught them the previous day. If you know
where the crappie spawn or what they look for to spawn in your
waters, then you are already a step ahead. If you know that you
can catch crappie spawning in a certain cove at the end of March
or April then go outside of that cove and look for the deep drop offs,
creek channels, river channels that they can move in and out of into
deeper water. This is where the crappie will be hanging out this
month, in that deeper water close to where they will plan to spawn.
As mentioned earlier you might be lucky a few days here and there
catching them shallow when we have a few warmer days, but don’t
be discouraged when going back a few days later to find they have
moved deeper. When they do move deeper, a big help to get your
catch is to have electronics which help in finding the fish.
If you do not have electronics, do not worry, you can still figure out
a depth fairly easy. If you have found that the fish are not shallow
anymore and you think they went deeper, there are a few simple
things you can use to find out how deep they are. I use a 10ft ACC
Crappie Stix rod most days this time of year and so I always have a
10-foot mark I can use to figure out how deep I am. What I would
do is take my jig that I am using, hold my rod straight up and down
and put my bait about two feet past the handle of rod then I know I
am at 12 feet. I then vertical jig with that rod in the 10-12-foot zone,
seeing if I can find any fish. Another thing you can do is drop bait all
the way to the bottom of the water column and move slowly trying
to find a snag purposefully. This gives you an idea of brush or some
sort of structure that you now know exists. Throw out a marker buoy
or make a connection with your snag and the shore so you know the
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general area of where that structure is. Then
you can fish inside or above the structure and
make sure to remember that crappie always
feed up.
Presentation is everything this time
of year. Maybe your jig is too big or too
small or your plastic is not enticing the
bite, do not be afraid to use minnows,
crappie nibbles, etc. One thing that I use
often when trying to entice the bite a little
bit more or at least make the fish hold on
longer, is fish attractant. There are a lot of
fish attractants out on the market, but what
I use personally is Brushpile Fish Attractant,
which is made in a small yellow bottle.
There is a liquid form and a rub on form that
looks like chapstick. I am a fan of both! I
have used a few other scents or attractants,
but it seems to me that the Brushpile Fish
Attractant works the best. I am a fan of
trying new things all the time. I constantly

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

switch up my presentation - maybe a plastic
does not work then, okay, I will tie on a hair
jig, maybe that doesn’t work then we decide
to try a different color or different size head.
Do not be afraid to switch up what the fish
are seeing. In order to become a better
crappie fishermen the only thing I can really
say is that time on the water is key.
I have fished since I was a kid, and I
have used plenty of different rods and reels.
That being said, besides the presentation,
the rod is also a key factor in helping you
to catch fish. You can’t go out and use a
10ft heavy catfish rod to detect your crappie
bites. I recommend ACC Crappie Stix. ACC
for jigging or trolling is, hands down, my go
to rods. The light weight feel, the sensitive
tip, the very nice backbone which can handle
those two pound slabs, is the key in colder
months to catching fish. Yes, you can use
other rods to catch crappie but in my boat it

15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Mon - Sat

www.HarrisonsSportShop.com

is the ACC Crappie Stix that detect the bites
when vertical jigging, looking for the crappie
in the 12-15 feet of water.
My knowledge grows every time I am
on the water from my own experiences or
from talking to the old timer in the same
area or the next guy at the boat ramp. In
order to keep learning and keep getting
better the simple solution is to keep trying,
keep fishing, keep learning. The way to
sum that up is… time on the water. When
you think you know everything is when
you stop learning! Fishing changes daily
due to weather, temperature increases or
decreases, fish species, wind directions…
the list goes on. The best way I know how
to get better at something is by doing it,
and if me doing it can help make my next
customer happy, then great! The purpose of
my guide service is not to just catch a ton
of fish but to have a learning experience

89

and make memories with your family or
friends. I intend to teach every time we
are out on the boat, that way you can learn
something as well, to maybe take on your
next fishing trip or to the next guy you talk
to at the bait shop or at the boat ramp.
Visit centralilcrappieguide.com for more
information or give me a call, I would love to
chat about fishing or take you out on a trip!

OPEN HOUSE
MARCH 15-17, 2018
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DEVILS LAKE HOT ICE FISHING IS
HAPPENING RIGHT NOW!
By: Devils Lake Convention & Visitors Bureau
Devils Lake - “It’s a great year so far,” said
Perch Patrol founder Zippy Dahl about the
Devils Lake fishing. In early January with
three swings from 30 degrees below zero
to 30 above, the perch slowed slightly, but
action picked up within a day. “Perch are
really going good now,” he said.
All his guides are busy. They are on the
main lake targeting perch in the 28 to 34-foot
depths. The Perch Patrol finds the fish and
so far, this season they are into big schools
of eight to nine-inch perch, but always with
a mixed bag that includes a number of 10 to
13 inchers. “We’ve had a couple of 14 and
15-inch perch. A 15-inch perch equates to
two pounds on the scale,” he said.
Zippy said, “The Tungsten jig craze has
hit us hard, and that’s what we’re using mostly
right now.” His crew has found the Chartreuse
with orange and plain gold Tungsten jigs best
when adorned with two wax worms. His
clients come for perch, and when they have
their 40-perch possession limit in the freezer,
they chase walleyes. “But, almost everybody

wants perch, perch, perch!” he said.
Reporting on the walleye action,
Tanner Cherney with Devils Lake Tourism
said, “Walleye fishing’s been good, with the
majority 14 to 17 inches, with some 20’s in
the mix, but a 9 ½ pounder was caught in
Creel Bay last week.”   He said if the 10-inch
year class walleyes are biting, the chance
of a 20-inch walleye being with that school
is rare. As is usual on Devils Lake, the first
hour of daylight and the final hour of twilight
are best times to target walleyes.
Tanner prefers Northland Buck
Shot rattle spoons tipped with minnow
heads. “You can never go wrong with this
presentation,” he said. Keep changing
colors. He feels for Devils Lake, the top
spoon colors are orange, red, pink and gold.
When fishing in a shelter, he hangs a live
minnow on a dead rod. “The spoon attracts
them, and they often hit the minnow when
they see it,” he said.
For perch Tanner knows the Devils Lake
rule: Drill and keep drilling. “Perch cruise
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the entire main lake basin, which is 25 to 40
feet in most spots. They are usually within
12 inches of the bottom.” He downsizes
to the 1/16th ounce Buck Shot spoon with
a wax worm. Or, this year, the smaller
gold Tungsten jigs with a couple maggots
(called spikes in some areas) are producing.
“With quite a few 10 to 13-inch perch being
caught, people are headed to Devils Lake
from all over,” he said.
The main lake has 14 to 20 inches of
ice and Lake
Irving and the
northern lakes
and
most
bays
have
20 inches or
more of ice.
Travel with
f o u r- w h e e l
drive vehicles
is relatively
easy. “Avoid
the
three
A client of the Perch Patrol
to four-foot
holding a nice catch

snow drifts; follow other truck tracks; keep
exploring,” he said.
Woodland Resort has plowed roads to many
of the general fishing areas and maintains
an access for those towing permanent
wheeled fish houses to drive onto the lake.
The Devils Lake Access Committee (city,
county, tourism, and other funding) keeps
public ramps open at East Bay, Lakewood,
Henegar, Six Mile Bay and where the gravel
road behind Pop’s Bar dead-ends in the lake.
The public heated fish-cleaning station is
open, as are indoor cleaning stations at
several resorts and motels.
For more information about Devils
Lake guide services, ice conditions, motels,
resorts, fish cleaning stations, fishing
reports for walleye, pike, perch and white
bass, community activities, tournament
opportunities, dining, casino, pike fillet
tactics and much more, go to devilslakend.
com, or call the Tourism office, 701-662-4903.
Online
Story:
http://tourism.
devilslakend.com/devils-lake-hot-icefishing-is-happening-right-now/

“CO-CHI-1” Charter
Lake Michigan Sport
Fishing At Its Finest!
Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH
POINT MARINA at the Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)

North Point
Marina

WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.5 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 35+ YEARS!
For information and reservations call or write:
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters,
P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096

(847)872-1191

Sure, we have seed that grows corn and soybeans.
But, we also have some that grow antlers.
You’ve always turned to your local FS Member cooperative for the expert advice and
help in managing your farm’s resources. But you may not have realized that when it
comes to managing the wildlife resources on your farm, we can help there too.
The fact is your local FS Member Cooperative carries a full line of seed for improving
wildlife forage on your land. Including annual and perennial mixes from Mossy
Oak®, Biologic®, and the Whitetail Institute of North America specially formulated
to provide better nutrition and more protein to grow bigger, healthier animals. So,
if your game is deer or wild turkey, your local FS Member Cooperative has the seed
and the epertise to help you make the most of your willdlife resources.

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106

Reagsguideservice@gmail.com

www.centralilcrappieguide.com

Fulton, FS, Inc.

Lewistown Office 309-547-2896
Ipava Office 309-753-9253

Wildlife solutions from The Natural Resource
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“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

CONCEALMENT

HEAT OF THE
SUMMER
By Thane Hunt

With Winter still upon us many may
not look towards the heat of summer and
the outdoors. But the heat can be dangerous
while doing outdoor actives from hiking,
camping, fishing or shooting. Those with
disabilities can be at an even higher risk.
Due to the changes our body’s experience
as persons with disabilities we are more
at risk for heat related health problems.
The body regulates its temperatures with
less efficiency as before the disability was
developed. This puts those with disabilities at
a greater risk for dehydration and exhaustion.
Your risks increase if you take medications for
heart disease and blood pressure that alter
salt and fluid in your body. These medications
along with heat can lead to dehydration if
you are not careful. Our bodies do not tend
to shed heat as they did prior to developing
a disability, persons with disabilities tend to
sweat less and this leads to a decrease in
the loss of body heat. Due to medicine taken
by those with disabilities they don’t always
realize they are thirsty or dehydrated. Some
danger during the heat include:
•
Slow down and take breaks when
engaging in any physical activity. If
you take regular outdoor walks or are
planning activities outdoors, do so during
cooler parts of the day – early morning or
evening hours.
•
Stay hydrated. Carry water with you
if outside and drink water or juice
continuously during the day. Avoid
caffeine and alcohol as they will increase
the problem of dehydration.
• Eat smaller, more frequent meals. Good
selections would be sandwiches, salads,
fresh fruit and vegetables.
•
Stay cool. Have at least one airconditioned room if possible. If not, stay
in the cooler parts of the home, usually
a lower level. Keep shades or curtains
pulled over sunny windows.
• Use of ceiling and portable fans, as well
as hand-held fans will be helpful.
•
Stay in the shade and wear a widebrimmed hat or use and an umbrella. Wear

light-colored and lightweight clothes.
•
Use the cooling centers that area
available in your area on very hot days in
the summer.
• Use a U/V skin protection lotion or spray.  
• Talk with your healthcare provider how
your medical conditions and medication
may affect your ability to manage extreme
heat and humidity.
• Be alert for these signs and symptoms:
rapid heartbeat, dizziness, diarrhea,
nausea, headache, chest pain, fatigue,
clammy skin, mental changes or breathing
problems. If you notice these or any
other symptoms, seek medical attention
immediately. If you have a family
member, friend, or neighbor who is a
senior and lives alone, please check on
them regularly, especially during times of
extreme heat.
Pay close attention for these signs
and symptoms: rapid heartbeat, dizziness,
diarrhea, nausea, headache, chest pain,

fatigue, clammy skin, mental changes or
breathing problems. Should you experience
one or more of these symptoms, seek
medical attention immediately. Please check
on family, friends, or neighbors on a regular
basis while doing outdoor actives. If there is
severe weather or extreme heat, please limit
your time outdoors. Remember that while
being outside is can be great fun we have to
make sure to be aware of the dangers of the
heat. If you would like to share your story
or outdoor adventures, please contact me
at 309-338-0990 or at huntsgungetaway@
gmail.com. Train Hard
and Stay Safe. T.H.

GAME BLINDS
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on a kitchen prep
table – the hollow eye
sockets seem to gaze
around the room, and
bullet holes in the
forehead tell a story
all on their own. I
had no idea just how
happy and relieved
I would feel when
plunging my hands
By A.K. Thompson
into boxes of bone
and antler, arranging
Well, since I wrote last month’s piece
them around my house. Of course I have
I worked like a dog to get some of my life
written about bones a bunch of times, but
back. This farm house has taken every
I have never gone so long without my bone
bit of my energy for the last 6 months (I
collection – I had no idea how much of my
know it has taken my father’s as well), and
own personal story rests with those relics
much of my sanity along with it. The end
of the natural world. Bones are prayer.
of January marked the return to kitchen
Amen.
living – a functional (mostly, the well water
I also dusted off and cleaned up my
is still contaminated and I’m living off of
banjo – she’s really out of tune, but it’ll be
gallon jugs), decorated kitchen with lights
fun to plunk on the strings here soon. I reand everything. Dad tore the old corrugated
hung pictures and got most of my mounts
metal off the collapsed barn, and we used
up. For my birthday I bought myself a
that for the drop ceiling tiles – drop ceilings
Caribou mount – he is enormous and takes
are one of my most hated things on this
up almost an entire wall to himself! I am
planet, but now it looks awesome!
in love with him – big as a horse with the
I have since been able to get all of my
strangest antlers! Caribou antlers do not
bones and skulls out of storage – a full-size
follow the same rules of symmetry that
skull and jaw from a cow are now resting
whitetail follow, and they have a huge
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shovel-like projection that comes out over
the forehead, to protect the face I reckon. It
is just incredible. It is no surprise to you that
one of my favorite places on earth is the
Field Museum in Chicago – the taxidermy
collection is stunning and so well curated!
It has been obvious to me for
some time that I have modeled my
home decorating style after that of my
grandparents – Bill and Jean Thompson.
I do not know which of them it was, or if
it was both equally together, who loved to
nail as many things to a wall as humanly
possible, but whatever gene that is – I
definitely got it. I must be perfectly clear
that I am not a hoarder! Some people have
made that joke to me and it is so not the
truth. I collect things, very specific things –
I am neat and clean and the garbage goes
out on the regular! In fact I think I am super
tame in my decorating compared to my
grandparents. Once I was a call-in guest on
NPR’s All Things Considered for a program
about what your belongings say about you,
and here is the transcript from that show in
2008.
“AK (Caller): Hello.
CONAN: Hi.
AK: How you doing?
CONAN: Very well, thanks.

AK: Well, let me say I’m a big collector
of stuff. And I’m sitting in my office. I’m a
writer and around me are cow bones that
I’ve picked up on hikes and deer antlers and
strange taxidermy things, and although I’m
not religious, a lot of iconic Catholic and
Christianity prints and empty bottles and
things like that.
CONAN: And what would that tell you
about AK, Sam Gosling?
Dr. GOSLING: Well, it would be hard to
know exactly what that is without learning
a bit more about those associations. What

MIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…
www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp
Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Members Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com
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we do know, though, about collectors - and
collectors are different from hoarders.
Hoarders are people who just collect
everything.
CONAN: Can’t throw it away.
Dr. GOSLING: Can’t throw it away and
that their collections cause them great
distress. What we know about collectors
is they tend to be - take pleasure in these
collections and enjoy them. So it’s quite
different. And they also tend to be slightly
higher on this big five trait which is known
as conscientiousness. These are people
who are orderly, organized and tend to
be on the ball. But from any single clue
you have to be very, very tentative in the
judgments you make.
CONAN: Are you organized and diligent,
AK?
AK: I try to be.
Dr. GOSLING: OK. You know, I would be
very - whenever you ask, the last person
to ask if they’re organized is the person
themselves. So it’s one of these traits
that we have extraordinarily little insight
on ourselves because we’ve all had that
experience where we’re about to go into
someone’s home and they say, oh, you can’t
come in, it’s in a terrible mess, you know.
Oh, it’s awful. And you go and what they
mean by a terrible mess is that one of the
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coasters on the table is out of alignment
or something like that. And that’s because
people with different personalities perceive
the world differently.
And so this is the last person you
should ask, is the person themselves. What
we should really do is ask AK’s friends,
who would either be the ones who know
they can turn to her for a spare stamp, if
they need it, or also know they need to tell
her the movie starts ten minutes before it
really does because they’re tired of waiting
for her.
AK: Well, I think that most of my friends
are just always trying to discern what
the method to the madness is. And my
grandparents’ home was things on top of
things on top of things. But they weren’t
hoarders. They were basically obsessed
with collecting things that represented
their lives. You know, one thing was
oriental rugs and they would be nailed
down on top of each other. And I think that
perhaps it might be sort of a family thing.
CONAN: Genetic, that might be.
AK: Yeah.
CONAN: OK, AK, thanks very much for the
call.
Dr. GOSLING: And not necessarily
genetic. There’s some marvelous work
being done by this architect called Chris

Rootabaga Jazz Festival
April 6-8, 2018

Carl Sandburg Days
April 26-28, 2018

Knox County Fair
June 10 - June 14, 2018

Semi Truck Cruise In
June 16, 2018

Travis(ph), who goes about creating - he
designs homes for people and he said it’s
remarkable, it’s remarkable how often
people, when they’re creating their spaces,
are trying to recreate the space often of a
grandparent. Because a grandparent was a
time - a grandparent’s home was where we
went with our kids, with our parents often
when they wanted to escape, relax and
so on. And it’s astonishing how often the
places people create when they’re able to,
when they have the means to create those
spaces, how often they try to recreate that
feeling of a grandparent.”
So, there it is folks, proof from a
conversation with a doctor that I am not
a hoarder! It is perfectly understandable
that I would be this way – I always felt
safe and happy at my grandparents’ home.
I loved looking through all the wonderful
things, books, and artifacts, so it is their
legacy I am carrying on perhaps in some
small way. I am so happy my home is now
filling up with the items I love to look at
and think about, I believe that is why I had
been feeling so empty and overwhelmed
lately – blank walls are not for me! I need
taxidermy, artwork, textiles and objects to
soften the razor-sharp edges of my mind.
Here’s to finally moving ALL the way in!
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A.K. Thompson is curator of The
Dillon Home Museum in Sterling, IL, a
fiction writer and teacher who makes
her home in northern Illinoisan. She
holds a Master’s Degree in Writing
and Consciousness from the New
College of California, and an MFA in
Creative Writing from Southern Illinois
University. She has served as an
Assistant Editor for the Crab Orchard
Review.  Her work has appeared
in STORY Magazine, Surreal South
-- An Anthology of Short Fiction and
Poetry, The Smoking Poet, and The
Chiron Review among others. Friend
Dirt Church on Facebook! Email A.K.:
akdirtchurch@gmail.com
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Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

GREAT SPRING TIME
FISHING ON NORFORK LAKE

March on Norfork Lake is a great time
for spring fishing. Here in the Ozarks our
spring begins with the southerly winds
which arrive in late February. The water
warms fast and the stripers, crappie,
bass and walleye all start their spawning
migration. Once the water stays in the
fifties the shad will move into the creeks
to begin their spawn which triggers the
fish to move up from the deep water
and start heavy spring feeding. The
major creek arms on Norfork are Pigeon,
Bennett’s Bayou, Big Creek, and Brushy
Creek. Float and Panther Creek will hold
fish, but they are short and the fish move
in and out too fast to stay consistent. The
major fishing patterns for Norfork are:

STRIPERS: I present the gizzard and
threadfin shad using long lines with no
weight, planner boards, and floats. Most
of the lines will have no weight or just
a split shot. I look for the most stained
water in 30’ or less. This water will be
the warmest and probably blowing to the
north shores as the southern winds will
warm that water faster. The great thing
about March fishing is you can catch
stripers every part of the day and night.
The night bite begins again when the
south winds warm the north shores. The
main lures are Smithwick Rouges that are
thrown parallel to the bank and reeled
very slowly. The best bite is the first 3
hours after dark. Some of the biggest fish

of the spring is caught at night.
CRAPPIE: The crappie are in the
final stage of their pre-spawn. Large
schools are roaming the main channel
and flats and in all the major creek arms.
Depending on how fast the lake warms
you can expect to catch crappies in
stained shallow water and on the flats.
The best technique is spider rigging, slow
trolling with minnows and jigs. If the bite
is slow move up to the stained shallows
and probe the brush piles. Remember to
look for the stain water with brush you
will catch the most crappies there if they

This ad paid for by combination of private and state matching funds

have moved off the flat.
BASS: March is one of my favorite
times of year for bass. They are moving
up to feed before their spawning cycle
and can be caught on many different
types of baits. My personal preference
are spinner baits either chartreuse and
white during the day or if its low light a
black skirt with 1” or 3” black curly tail.
Really if you’re into bass fishing you will
be able to catch bass on any presentation.
Look for the warmest stain water or find
a creek arm where the wind has been
pounding the shore you will find bass
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ready to take your lure.
WALLEYE:
The
walleye will be in their full
spawning cycle in March.
The best place to catch
them using live bait is
from Calamity Beach to the
U.S.160 bridge. They will
move into the shallows to
spawn and slide back to the
holes during the day. There
are long stain water flats which hold the
fish plus some deep holes from Bryant
Creek up to the Udall boat ramp. The best
bait is night crawlers on worm harnesses
slow trolled using your trolling motor.
Another great method is night fishing
using rogues. You may catch a striper but
if you target the pea gravel banks you
should zero in on the walleye. Remember
to reel slowly and keep changing your
colors until you can find what they want.
March can be a fun month to catch fish
but you should be prepared to have lots of
wind, rain and cold weather mixed in with
those sunny days. Tom & Sean Reynolds
have fished Lake Norfork for over 51 years
and they guide out of Tracy Ferry Marina;
you can reach him at www.stroutfitters.
com, 870-421-1541 or on Facebook.
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Brooks Birkey, 5 was with his dad Shae in Tazewell County
when he made this amazing dead head find. Don’t forget if you
find a dead head you need to call the conservation police to
receive a salvage tag. Congrats on a great find.

STR Outfitters

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!
2018 LUNDS IN STOCK

1625 FURY XL TILLER/SS W/MERC 50 4S
1650 REBEL SS/TILLER W/ MERC 90 4S
1775 IMPACT SS W/MERC 115 4S
1875 IMPACT SS/XS W/ MERC 150 4S
1975 PRO V SPORT LOADED DEMO MODEL!
1875 CROSSOVER XS W/MERC 150 4/S
3 MODELS PREDATORS
** TOTAL (14) 2018 MODELS IN STOCK**

IMAGINE . . .

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com

877.246.7896

YOUR PHOTO HERE!

These memories will last a lifetime ....

LET US RIG YOUR BOAT WITH
THE LATEST ELECTRONICS!

CONSIGNMENT BOATS WANTED

LUND Impact 1875

Bulk Oil Refill Deals!
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

110 4-H Park Rd.
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com
DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731
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OUTDOOR
CONNECTION
By
Gerald
A.
Sampen,
O.C.
Salesman

About Us
At this outfitter, they appreciate your
interest and look forward to sharing with
you their passion for horses, hunting,
history and the Western way of life.
They are a fourth generation, family
owned business, and take pride in the
professional services and products they
offer to their guests.
Fishing
They have trips for the novice, family,
and die-hard fisherman. Contact Outdoor
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REMEMBER: Outdoor Connection offers fishing, hunting and outdoor adventures over a large part of the world. We
book virtually any size group or party; from a single moose or bear hunter, a family fishing trip, an Alaskan yacht
cruise for 10, corporate group trips, incentive trips, conventions and trips to help for fundraising. We pre-inspect
all trips, lodges, outfitters and resorts prior to accepting their representation to our long list of quality adventures.
We represent over 300 lodges and outfitters for your hunting, fishing, and outdoor pleasure and remember if we
represent them we’ve been there. - Gerald A. Sampen (OC Salesman)

A LODGE WITH GREAT VARIETY

Connection for a fishing adventure
tailored to fit your needs.

Hunting
They have been outfitting and guiding
in Wyoming for over four generations
and while they utilize modern hunting
techniques, you will still enjoy an old
western atmosphere. Their hunt areas
cover a large portion of Wyoming and they
are a member of the Wyoming State Board
of Outfitters and Professional Guides.
Summer Vacations
This outfitter offers the finest
selection of Western Horseback
Vacations available. Their summer
(May to August) trips are based out of

the southern region of the Wind River
Mountains. This location allows for
easy access to historical landmarks and
gold rush towns. The land is rugged,
big, and spectacular-open as far as
the eye can see, covered with sage
brush, rocks, junipers, wide basins and
steep sculptured canyons. Large herds
of antelope and wild horses roam this
area. Duration, distance, and vacation
activities are custom made according to
the wishes of the group. The outfitter
is a small, high quality, professional
family outfitting business with over
three generations of experience. They
believe in offering custom western
horseback vacations to small groups and
families of 10 to 15 individuals. No skill

or experience is required; only a spirit
of adventure and love of the outdoors.
If you’ve never ridden a horse or it has
been a long time, don’t let that stop you.
With their dependable, gentle horses
and expert instruction even beginners
feel comfortable in the saddle. They will
match you to a horse which suits your
riding ability and is “yours” for the length
of the vacation. This outfitter’s vacations
are full of entertainment and education.
The sound of a guitar around a crackling

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS

Get in a real handgun trining class! Improve marksmanship
skills and gun handling skills, learn defensive shooting, get better
prepared, and increase your survival rate. Come see what you
don’t know about defensive shooting and self defense.
I guarantee you will leave class with improved marksmanship
skills, defensive skills and a new outlook on self defense.

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583

hicksforguns@gmail.com • www.HicksforGuns.com

COURSES OFFERED:
• NRA Basic Pistol Course
• Pistol Marksmanship Course
• Advanced Handgun Skills
• Intro to Defensive Firearms / Home
Invasion
• AR-15 / Carbine Course
• I owa Permit to Carry Weapons (CCW)

319-371-6698

Email: tmfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

tmfirearmstraining.wordpress.com

Sales Rep: Gerald Sampen • 217-376-3873
Agent: Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • jmontgomery@jamig.com www.

MontysOutdoorConnection.com
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campfire intertwined with singing, storytelling, and the distant serenade of
coyotes will be heard. Additionally, as the
sky fills with a million tiny diamonds you
will learn not only how things were done
in the west but why. One evening, your
group may also wish to visit the nearby
quaint old mining town for a great steak
dinner in an authentic, rustic atmosphere
followed by entertainment at an old west
style saloon. By combining entertainment
and education in conjunction with
authentic landscapes and scenery, great
horses and professional wranglers —
these vacations will never be forgotten!
WYH4/WYF3 Information Packet
Location & Transportation
The first base camp is accessible
by vehicles and is the staging area for
our back country wilderness summer
vacations and hunting trips. It is located
on a scenic river. Our base camp utilizes
a historical log cabin which has been

preserved for future generations.
The next two camps are located in
the wilderness and are our home away
from home while on summer vacations or
hunting trips. Federal laws prohibit any
motorized or mechanized equipment in
wilderness areas to preserve it as a truly
undisturbed wilderness environment.
The only way in and out, is by foot or
horseback.
We are a historic gold mining town
located at the southern end of the Wind
River Mountains on the edge of the Red
Desert. We offer great summer vacations
as well as fall hunting trips. Restaurants
and cabins for lodging can be found nearby.
This town is home and headquarters
for all of Wyoming’s business operations.
There are various restaurants and hotels
in and around the scenic valley.
Hunting
Thank you for your interest in
our hunts. We have been outfitting

On the Chippewa Flowage

Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
LICENSED & INSURED

715-558-8732

fish4walleye53716@yahoo.com

DeanosGuideService.com
Find us on

and guiding in Wyoming for over four
generations and while we utilize modern
hunting techniques, you will still enjoy an
old western atmosphere. Our hunt areas
cover a large portion of Wyoming. We are
a member of the Wyoming State Board of
Outfitters and Professional Guides.
Fishing
We have trips for the novice, family,
and die-hard fisherman. Contact Outdoor
Connection for a fishing adventure
tailored to fit your needs.
Summer Vacations
We offer the finest selection of
Western Horseback Vacations available.
Our summer (May to August) trips are
based out of the southern region of the
Wind River Mountains. This location
allows for easy access to historical
landmarks and gold rush towns.
The land is rugged, big, and
spectacular-open as far as the eye
can see, covered with sage brush,
rocks, junipers, wide basins and steep
sculptured canyons. Large herds of
antelope and wild horses roam this
area. Duration, distance, and vacation

APRIL 13 & 14
(Friday & Saturday)

Factory Reps will be present!
Refreshments!
15% Off In-Store Merchandise!

See just how big your savings could be.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

statefarm.com®
623 E. Jackson, Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

Alan Thompson, Agent

activities are custom made according to
the wishes of the group.
We are a small, high quality,
professional family outfitting business
with over three generations of experience.
We believe in offering custom western
horseback vacations to small groups and
families of 10 to 15 individuals.
No skill or experience is required;
only a spirit of adventure and love of
the outdoors. If you’ve never ridden a
horse or it has been a long time, don’t
let that stop you. With our dependable,
gentle horses and expert instruction even
beginners feel comfortable in the saddle.
We will match you to a horse which suits

OPEN
HOUSE

Discounts as big as a house.
Or condo. Or apartment.
Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars when you put all
your policies together under our State Farm® roof.

97

RV Sales, Service,
Parts & Accessories

1290 E. Jackson
E. Rt. 51 & 16
Pana, IL 62557
(217) 562-2909

GREAT SELECTION OF
PREOWNED INVENTORY

K-Z Travel Trailer - Spree,
Sportsmen & Sportster K-Z 5th
Wheels - Durango & Sportsmen
K-Z Toy Haulers, Venom &
Sportster 100 Rockwood Travel
Trailers,5th Wheels, Tent
Campers & Geo Pros
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followed by entertainment at an old west
style saloon.
By combining entertainment and
education in conjunction with authentic
landscapes and scenery, great horses
and professional wranglers — these
vacations will never be forgotten!
Late Season, Bear, and Antelope
Hunts everything is included except:
food, lodging, tags, stamps and airport
transportation. Hunters are responsible
for: taxidermy, and meat processing.
your riding ability and is “yours” for the
length of the vacation.
Our vacations are full of
entertainment and education. The sound
of a guitar around a crackling campfire
intertwined with singing, story-telling,
and the distant serenade of coyotes will
be heard. Additionally, as the sky fills
with a million tiny diamonds you will
learn not only how things were done
in the west but why. One evening, your
group may also wish to visit the nearby
quaint old mining town for a great steak
dinner in an authentic, rustic atmosphere

•
Member of Wyoming Outfitters &
Guides Association and National Rifle
Association
• Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation – Life
Member
• North American Hunting Club – Life
Member
Fishing is included in a non-resident
elk tag. Hunters purchase a fishing
license for all other trips.

- Two wilderness tent camps, 2 hunters
per tent with cots and wood stoves.
- One base camp – one room historical
hunting cabin with kitchen and
electricity: no running water.
-
All
other
hunts
are
hotel
accommodations.
Guides
- 4 guides in the family
- 80+ years experience between family
members.
- 2 on 1 or 1 on 1
- We archery hunt ourselves.
- We gut, quarter, and pack the meat back
to the trail head or local processing
plant; cape or hide transported to local
taxidermist.
- No extra cost, no trophy fees.
Hunting Area
-
Wilderness, National Park, Forest
Service, BLM, and State.
- Spot and Stalk, Stands
- 7,000. – 10,500’ Elevation
- Wilderness–Exclusive Outfitter Rights,
no non-resident can go into the
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wilderness without a guide.
- Rarely see other hunters after opening
week.
- 
Terrain varies from rolling meadows
to steep dark timber. Late Season
migration hunts the terrain is flat to
rolling.
- Best time of year depends on what the
hunter wants to accomplish.
- Archery and rifle hunt; muzzle loaders
can be used during rifle season;
crossbows are legal archery; tags can
be used for archery or rifle.
- No outfitter tags, lottery system only.
- Buffalo can be lottery or no tag ranch
hunt.
Antelope – 1 Buck – 2 Does
Bear – 1 Bear based on mortality quota.
Buffalo – 1 Buffalo
Deer – 1 Buck, 1 Doe
Elk – 1 Bull, 1 Cow, No spikes in the
wilderness, only one elk taken in the Park.
Lion – 1 Lion based on mortality quota.
Moose – 1 Bull
Sheep – 1 Sheep either sex
Turkey – 1 or 2 bearded

Accommodations

WATERFRONT RESTAURANT & BAR
Located at Mile Marker 159 on the IL River
Winter Hours: Open 11am Tues - Sun

Meatsaws • Grinders • Stuffers • Freezer Paper
Jerky & Summer Sausage Seasonings • Casings
Anything & Everything for Home Deer Processing

SHIPWRECK
MARY $10
Bloody Mary with
Lunch on Top!

SAT & SUN ONLY
Like us on Facebook!
Find Daily Specials & Events!
www.kuchies.com

579 Wesley Rd • Creve Coeur, IL

309-427-3000

WE HAVE IT IN ALL STORE LOCATIONS!
ILLINOIS: Macomb, Monmouth, Canton, Galesburg, Kewanee
IOWA: West Burlington

WWW.FARMKING.COM

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!
$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS
2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029
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FISHING
General
- 4 generations
- No Boats
- Pack in and base camp fly-fishing
- Everything included but license, poles,
and personal gear.
- Hunting, fishing, horseback vacations,
and summer pack trips
- Angler should bring their own fishing
equipment and sleeping bag
Accommodations
- Wilderness tent camps – 2 people per
tent
- Drive to base camp – 1 room cabin with
kitchen and electricity, no running water
- Can fish within feet of each camp
- Rivers, creeks, high mountain lakes
- Clients must drive to base camp
- Airport pickup optional

Fishing Areas
- Rivers, creeks, and high mountain lakes
- Rarely see other anglers
- No boats
- Weather rarely affects trips
Species
- Brown, Brook, Rainbow and Cutthroat
- Good numbers
- Creel limit, 6 trout. No more than 3
Cutthroat, only one cutthroat over 12”,
only one trout over 20”.
- Brook trout – limit of 16, no more than 6
exceeding 8”.
- Anglers are on their own fishing
-
We supply food, lodging and

Guides
- 4 guides, all family, owned and operated
- 2 anglers – 1 guide
- Anglers hook fish
-Sun up till sun down
-Will pack out fish to base camp
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transportation,
- Area known for fly-fishing – river, several
creeks and several high mountain lakes.
Summer Horseback Vacations
Wilderness pack trips			
Wild Horse Discovery Ride		
Historic Horseback Escape		
Long Rider Adventures		
Western Reenactments		
Trial Rides				
Back Packing and Hiking			
“Horse Supported”
- Everything provided but sleeping bag,
personals and fishing equipment.
- Minimum of 2 people for 2 days
- Fishing can be included with these trips

If you are interested in any of the adventures featured in this article
or in any of the other adventures that Outdoor Connection offers give us a call.
These adventures make excellent gifts for high school and
college graduations, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, fund raisers
and Christmas. TIME TO BOOK NOW!
Your Outdoor Connection Salesman:
Gerald Sampen • 27 N. Bennett St. Apt. 202 Geneva, IL 60134 • 217-376-3873
Your Outdoor Connection Agent:
Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • Email: jmontgomery@jamig.com
www.MontysOutdoorConnection.com

WE SELL:
• Tracker Boats
• Nitro Bass Boats
• Ranger Bass Boats
• Ranger Walleye Boats
• Ranger Aluminum Boats

WE HAVE IN
STOCK NOW:
30+
17
2
5
50+
60+

New Tracker Boats
New Sun Tracker Pontoon Boats
New Nitro Bass Boats
New Ranger Bass & Walleye Boats
Good Used Boats- Great Variety
Good Used Motors

WE ARE YOUR AUTHORIZED
MERCURY & EVINRUDE
MOTOR DEALER

• Sun Tracker Pontoons
• Tahoe Runabouts

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT & CHUKAR!

WE SERVICE:
MERCURY • MARINER • EVINRUDE • JOHNSON
FORCE • MERCRUISER • OMC • VOLVO

• FACTORY TRAINED MECHANICS •
LARGEST INVENTORY OF
PARTS IN THE MIDWEST

Call Greg: 217-871-3500
(217) 642-5895
www.big-oak.com
www.huntingparadise.com
email: hunt@big-oak.com

2058 Old. Rt. 121 • Lincoln, IL 62656
DAY HUNTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
Membership Fees • $200/yr.
Corporate • $1,000/yr.

HUGE ACCESSORIES
DEPARTMENT!

OUR WEBSITE FOR NEW & USED BOATS IS GREAT!!
GO TO: TEDSBOATARAMA.24HOURSHOWROOM.COM
• FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1958 •

TED’S BOATARAMA
102-31 AVE., ROCK ISLAND, IL • 800-540-3254 • (309) 788-1175 • M-F 8-5:30 • SAT 8-1
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SAN ANTONIO SUBURBS
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by Diana Storrs

With 1.49 million people, San
Antonio is the seventh most populous city
in the United States, and second most
populous in Texas. As in any city, there
are neighborhoods, suburbs, and districts,
each with defining characteristics. For
example, Alamo Heights is an “inburb” of
San Antonio. An inburb is an incorporated
city surrounded by another city. Alamo
Heights is “upper class”. At one time,
people who lived there were simply
known as 09’ers, a reference to the zip
code, and everyone knew those folks
were wealthy, white-collar, retired or not,
and lived in spacious homes with wellmanicured lawns. The neighborhood has
aged and although there are still many of
the large, beautiful homes, it no longer
connotes wealth and privilege, except
perhaps for the old-timers.
The beautiful community in which we
live does not carry that prestige, but we
are in a good part of town. In North Central
San Antonio we are sandwiched between
Castle Hills and Shavano Park. We are
a suburb, “an outlying district of a city,
usually residential.” We are Castle Hills
Forest, solid middle class, and basically
a cul-de-sac neighborhood. There is only
one street in and the same street out. As
a result, crime is virtually nonexistent. In
2017 there were 23 cases of burglary, nine
counts of vandalism, other minor crimes,
and only two arrests. A roving police car
is rare. A parked cruiser draws attention,
and chances are several dog walkers and
neighbors will stroll over to chat with the
officer to find out what is happening. We
are just friendly that way, not nosey, just
good neighbors.
The street on which we live is a small
cul-de-sac with eight houses. There is just
enough room for a fire truck, if everyone
parks parallel to the street. Once every five
years or so, some bored or overzealous
policeman will ticket every car in the
cul-de-sac which is not parallel parked.

Sometimes just a warning is issued rather
open, and we reciprocate. I bring in her
than a ticket; but it always results in
trash cans after pickup; a small curtesy but
mild irritation and discussion among the
appreciated. On the other side of us lives
neighbors. The restriction is honored for a
an elderly widow who lives alone. Her son,
The symbol of our unity is the American
week or two, then everyone again parks
who visits her every day, lets us know when
flag, which many of us proudly display.
as they wish.
he is out of town so that we can keep an
We are an “informal network under
All eight neighbors are familiar with
eye on her. She cares for several dogs who
the assumption that we act towards
each other. We are a clan. A clan is “
howl at anyone walking in our alley on their
each other in a particularly close and
a group of close-knit and interrelated
way to the park. Our dog joins in, resulting
mutually supportive way approximating
families, united by actual or perceived
in a choir of mutual doggie support.
the solidarity among kinsmen.” As a
kinship and descent.” Although we are
Every clan has a kinship-based bond.
clan, I have decided we have a totem.
only interrelated by proximity, we are
Our bond is that we are all Americans.
close-knit.
Some
of us are Texans by
birth, some hail from
AlumaCraft
(Pro 185)
different states, all
the way from New
York,
Michigan,
and Minnesota, to
California. Some of us
celebrate Christmas,
others,
Hanukah.
We have retired and
SeaArk
employed,
young
(ProCat 200)
and old, married and
Series270
single. One family
has two children
under the age of two.
Another couple owns
a partially paralyzed
Regal
Chihuahua,
who
(2800)
th
races around on his
Friday,
: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
little, two-wheeled
th
Saturday,
: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
cart. His name is
Pik, which is Thai
AT OUR NEW LOCATION
for pepper, and he
loves me. If he is in
2512 W. MAIN ST.
his yard, and taking
a break from his cart,
SHELBYVILLE, IL 62525
Nautique
(Super Air Nautique G23)
(FORMERLY SIXTEEN MARINE - ROUTE 16)
he will joyously drag
Series270
his useless back legs
across the grass to
greet me. I always
pick him up before he
reaches the sidewalk
and give him little
Taylorville Location:
Phone: 217-287-2335
treats. I am rewarded
1168 E. 1500 North Rd. Website: www.bandrmarine.com
by lots of sloppy
SilverWave Pontoons
Taylorville, IL 62568
Email: bandrmarine@yahoo.com
(250 Grand Costa RL)
kisses.
We share yardmen,
tree trimmers, and
watch each other’s
homes. Our neighbor
on one side will text
me if we inadvertently
leave our garage door

GRAND OPENING
March 9
March 10

JOIN US FOR FOOD, DRINKS,
AND DOOR PRIZES!
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A totem is “a natural object or animal believed by a particular society to have spiritual
significance and adopted by it as an emblem.” While there is no spiritual significance, I have
definitely adopted the large bird of prey, whose territory is our cul-de-sac, as our totem. This
magnificent bird is a red shouldered hawk.
He has been spotted watching over us while perched on parked cars in our cul-de-sac,
circling the neighborhood in flight, or resting in trees. Several of us have discussed this bird and
one day we may give him a name. Named or not, he is the perfect symbol of our independence
as neighbors and of our mutual support and respect for each other.
We are fortunate to have found this cul-de-sac clan, and proud to call it home. The eight
families who live here are a small slice of the 1.49 million people who call San Antonio home,
but we represent the best of small town America.
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Catquiver Mini
Smallest of the 9 Catquiver
models, Mini to VII.5.

USA MADE

2018 HOI Crappie Club
Tournament Schedule, Rules and Regulations
Date

Lake

Time

Ramp

March 3rd

Sangchris Lake

8:00 – 2:00

East Ramp

$30 entry, $10 big fish

March 31st

Clinton Lake

8:00 – 2:00

Mascoutin

$30 entry, $10 big fish

April 21st

Shelbyville

7:00 – 2:00

$30 entry, $10 big fish

May 5th

Spring Lake

7:00 – 2:00

May 19th

Evergreen

7:00 – 2:00

Wilborn
Ramp
North Ramp
Sportsman’s
Club
Comlara

June 9th

Illinois River

7:00 – 2:00

Pekin Ramp

TBA

HOI Club Member’s New Lake Fish & Fry (members only)*

Illinois River

7:00 – 2:00

Pekin Ramp

$30 entry, $10 big fish

Evergreen

7:00 – 2:00

Comlara

$30 entry, $10 big fish

Clinton Lake –
Two Day
Classic

7:00 – 2:00

Mascoutin

September 8

th

September 22

nd

October 13th &
14th

Cost

$30 entry, $10 big fish
$30 entry, $10 big fish
*If river level is not safe,
tournament will be held at
Banner

Club Members Only
Winner based on best 7 fish
stringer from either day

$30 entry, $10 big fish

$40 entry for Classic
$10 big fish each day

Raffle, fish fry, and Angler of
the Year Announcement.





All tournaments are open to the public
All tournaments will pay out 100%
HOI Crappie Club membership fee: $30 per person due by first tournament start. $10 late fee.

Winners of each tournament automatically qualify for the 2018 Crappie USA National Championship.
Must be a HOI Crappie Club member and Must be a Crappie USA member.

WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated
Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL
Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884
WaltsGarage@centurytel.net

309.353.AUTO

Updated: January 25, 2018

(309.353.2886)

Shaggie Ghilli

LCBUJ Bowhunter Long Coat.
Comes with face mask and
boonie hood. Available in
4 Season Jeriflage, Spring,
Fall and Snow models.

EMAil for CAtAlog
• jerry@ranchosafari.com •
MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR
FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!
To view more of Rancho Safari’s
products, scan this code to access
our website.

www.ranchosafari.com

760 789-2094

D & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM,
COPPER, IRON & TIN
TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

051717

July 21st

Notes
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And Auctions!

STANDARD VS. ITEMIZED
DEDUCTION: WHICH ONE
SHOULD YOU TAKE?

By Daniel Bortz

Standard versus itemized deduction:
Which one should you claim? If this
question is weighing heavily on your
mind as you file your taxes this year—or
you’re wondering what may be in store
for 2018 once all the new tax reforms
take effect—then let this guide help you
decide.
Particularly if you’ve bought a home
recently, itemizing your deductions could
save you major money when you file, but
we’ll break it down to help you make the
decision on a standard versus itemized
deduction.
What is the standard deduction?
When you file your tax return, you
can deduct certain expenses from your
taxable income. For instance, if you’re
in the 25% tax bracket, every $1,000 in
itemized deductions you claim knocks
$250 off your taxes.

Nearly 2 out of every 3 tax filers
claim the standard deduction, which is
essentially a flat-dollar, no-questionsasked reduction to your adjusted gross
income. Congress sets the amount of
the standard deduction, and it’s typically
adjusted each year for inflation.
For 2017, the standard deduction is
$6,350 for single filers and $12,700 for
married couples filing jointly.
Next year, thanks to the new tax
law, it will nearly double, to $12,000 for
individuals and $24,000 for joint filers.
Here are some of the benefits to taking a
standard deduction:
• It allows you a deduction even if you
have no expenses that qualify as
itemized deductions.
• It eliminates the need to keep records
and receipts of your expenses in case
you’re audited by the IRS.

More Service.
More Sales.

25455 HICKORY CT.,
TREMONT, IL- $274,900

• Hickory Hills- Quiet Country
Subdivision
• Spacious Well-Maintained
Ranch on ¾ Acre
• 4 Bedrooms/3 Bath
• Phenomenal 4-Seasons
Room with Sunken Hot Tub
• Large Partially Finished Bsmt
• Lots of Storage
• Gas Fireplaces in Living
Room and Rec Room
• 2 Car Garage
• Dining Room/Formal, Dining
Room/Informal, Island, Pantry
• This is a must see!

• It lets you avoid having to track medical
expenses, charitable donations, and
other itemizable deductions throughout
the year.
• It saves you the trouble of needing to
understand the nuances of tax law.
What are itemized deductions?
Although claiming the standard
deduction is easy and convenient,
choosing to itemize can potentially save
you thousands of dollars, says Mark
Steber, chief tax officer at Jackson
Hewitt.
“Don’t be lulled into thinking the
standard deduction is always a better
answer,” Steber says. That advice
especially applies to homeowners.
“Buying a home has the single
largest impact on your tax return,” says

Steber, adding that a home purchases is
“an anchor item that can move someone
into the itemized taxpayer category.”
Itemizing your deductions may enable
you to deduct these expenses:
•
Home mortgage interest (note the
exceptions below)
•
Real estate and personal property
taxes
• State and local income taxes or sales
taxes (but not both)
• Gifts to charities
• Casualty or theft losses
•
Unreimbursed medical and dental
expenses
•
Unreimbursed employee business
expenses
• Miscellaneous expenses (note that this
is set to expire in 2018)

18724 RED SHALE HILL
RD., PEKIN, IL- $339,900

• 10 Acres with winding creek!
• Shed with heat, water,
electricity
• Shop and Horse Stables
• 3 Bedroom/2 Bath
• Another Full kitchen in
basement
• 2 Wood Burning Fireplaces
• Central Air
• Whole House Fan

150 S Main St. • Morton, IL 61550

Vance

MARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com
Each office independently
owned and operated

We love to
finance outdoor
adventure!
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Why itemizing often makes sense for
homeowners
Under the new law, current
homeowners can continue to deduct
interest on a total of $1 million of
mortgage debt for a first and second
home. But new buyers can deduct
interest on only $750,000 for a first and
second home.
It’s still possible that if you own a
home, your mortgage interest alone might
exceed the standard deduction,
says Steve Albert, director of tax services
at CPA wealth management firm Glass
Jacobson. In this case, it’s a no-brainer
to itemize your deductions. (But whatever
the outcome of that calculation this year,
make sure to run it again next year.)
This is particularly true if you bought
a house recently, since most mortgages
are front-loaded to pay mortgage interest
rather than whittle down the principal
(which is the amount you borrowed).
For instance: If you have a 30-year
loan for $400,000 at a fixed 5% interest
rate, in the first year of your mortgage,
you’ll pay off only $5,901 in principal
but a whopping $19,866 in interest.
That alone exceeds an individual’s

standard $6,350 deduction for 2017, and
even the $12,000 deduction for 2018.
So whether you’re filing taxes this year or
next, itemizing would make total sense.
Plus: If you bought your house in 2017
and paid points—which are essentially a
way to prepay interest upfront to lower
your monthly mortgage bills—these
points count as mortgage interest, too,
amounting to more tax savings.
On the other hand, if you’ve owned
your home for a while, then your mortgage
interest may not amount to much. By
the 25th year of that same $400,000
loan, you’ll pay only $6,223 in interest.
However, keep in mind that your property
taxes are an itemized deduction, too—
and combined with mortgage interest
and other deductions, could easily push
you over the top into itemizing territory.
(For 2018, note that taxpayers will be
able to deduct a total of only $10,000 in
property and income or sales taxes.)

punch your info into an online mortgage
calculator. Also, early in the new year,
your mortgage lender should mail you
a mortgage interest statement (Form
1098) with the total you paid during the
previous year.
“And if you had your property taxes
impounded in your loan, your taxes will
appear on your 1098 as well,” says Lisa
Greene-Lewis, a CPA and tax expert
at TurboTax.
Another DIY approach to see if
your combined itemized tax deductions
are larger than your standard tax
deduction is to fill out the IRS Schedule
Aform, which outlines all federal itemized

Itemized vs. standard deduction:
Which is right for you?
Not sure how much you paid in
mortgage interest and property taxes
last year? To get a ballpark, you can

buyafarm.com

Wayne Keller, Managing Broker • 618-407-1679
Jamie Keller, Broker • 618-713-7677

400 ACRES IN WHITE COUNTY ILLINOIS • $1,975 PER ACRE
Welcome to “Booner” County
200 acres of Timber and 200 acres of Bottomland grass fields.
4 Established Food Plots
Wabash Rivers Lays to the North, East and South
6 Boone & Crocket Bucks have been harvested.
The highest scoring was 196 Gross that netted 184,
The other 5 ranged from 171 to 178.
This property is hunted by two people 14 times per year. Great management
program with only 5 year old bucks or older are taken. Buck to doe ration is 2:1

HUNTING FARM WITH 4 LAKES
$2,963 PER ACRE
143 +- wooded acres and 59 acres
that contain lakes.
Large clover field overlooking newest lake.
Large number of deer and great genetics
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deductions line by line.
You can also consult an
accountant (you can search for a tax
professional in your area using the IRS
directory of tax return preparers). But
as a general rule, if you bought a home
recently, you’re a prime candidate to
itemize, so don’t let these potential
savings pass you by without checking!
For more smart financial news and
advice, head over to MarketWatch.
Daniel Bortz is a Realtor in Maryland,
Virginia, and Washington, DC. He has
written for Money magazine, Entrepreneur
magazine, CNNMoney, and more.
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LOOKY-LOOS: 7 OF THE MOST
STUNNING BATHROOM
DESIGN TRENDS OF 2018
It’s no longer just about taking care of
business: The bathroom is having a major
design moment.
“With much of our focus now on
wellness, eating healthy, and meditation, the
bathroom is becoming more of a sanctuary,”
says designer Tina Ramchandani. For
proof, she points to her clients, who are
increasingly installing free-standing and
soaking tubs. “Taking baths is becoming
more popular—instead of quick showers—
and I’m seeing more and more renovations
including bathtubs in homes.”
So what else is on tap (pun intended!)
for the Year of the Bathroom?
Experts
predict
homeowners
will experiment with color, texture,
and materials as they rethink their
bathroom’s aesthetic. Expect to see a mix
of transitional and contemporary styles with
some unexpected twists, and a whole lotta
technology to make your morning self-care

1625 NIGHTHAWK CT, PEKIN
BEYOND PHENOMENAL!

Panoramic
Luttickens
Lake
Frontage!
Beautifully Landscaped On Cul-De-Sac, This
Spectacular Home Offers Style, Comfortable
Elegance…Entertainer’s Dream! 4 Bed, 3.5
Bath, 3 Stall Offering Walk-Out With 2nd
Custom Kitchen, 2 Fireplaces, Geo-Thermal…
Endless Amenities!! Only $599,900

1920 SUSAN HOPE DR., PEKIN
PHENOMENAL LAKE FRONT HOME!

Wow! Panoramic Lake Frontage! Phenomenal
Setting!! Huge Sprawling Ranch Offers Huge
Rooms & Walk-In Closets, New Roof, Wood
Flooring, Granite, Wet Bar, 4 Bed/3 Baths,
Crown Molding...Plus Newly Remodeled
Master Bath W/Slipper Tub & Walk-In
Shower! Beautiful Landscape With Stone Steps
To Water, Stone Bench, Firepit Area! Quality!
Style! Location! $334,900

routine a little more streamlined.
Excited yet? Read on to discover more
about the beautiful things happening in
bathrooms in 2018.
1. Concrete
We love
this trend so
much
that
we’ve already
devoted time
to uncovering
Photo by Mosaic
ways you can
Interiors SF
use it all over
your home. If your opinion isn’t yet cemented
(yep, we went there), then the bathroom’s a
perfect place to sample the concrete craze. From
polished countertops to soaking tubs, this easyto-mold composite is durable and sophisticated,
and pairs well with marble and wood.
“Concrete has become one of my
favorite building materials—it reflects a
larger trend toward organic and naturally

1717 CALIFORNIA RD, PEKIN
NEED A HEATED OUTBUILDING?

One Acre Private Setting Accents This Beautiful
4 Bedroom Home! Open Floor!! Large Formal
Dining, Family Room W/Fireplace, Deck &
Gazebo!! Amazing Wood Floors, Slate, Granite
And Custom Window Treatments! PLUS:
Huge Outbuilding! Phenomenal Condition…
Phenomenal Location! Only $274,900

inspired materials,” says Denver-based
real estate and architectural property
expert Peter Blank.
“The imperfections create depth and
character to surfaces” adds Blank, who
used concrete extensively in the recent
renovation of his own home. “And it can be
warm or cool and mixed easily with organic
materials like seashells, quartz, and stone.”
2. Funky wallpaper
No, not the goofy floral kind you had in your
bedroom in the ‘70s
and ‘80s. Today’s
wallpaper is cool,
inviting, and visually
intricate. It’s making
a big comeback in
Photo by
living spaces and
Clare
Gaskin
bedrooms this year,
so why not the bathroom, too?
“I can’t tell you how excited I am about
this trend re-emerging,” says Christina
Harmon, a Washington, DC–based designer
and owner of luxury home goods site
Epitome Home. “I love a bold-print floral
wallpaper in a bathroom, or a cutie pie
Dalmatian print with gold metallic accents.”
If that’s a bit extra for your taste,
consider a more durable, practical
alternative: ceramic tile that’s manufactured
to look like wallpaper, like that of French

company Novoceram.
“These tiles can offer a pop of color
along with a lot of style and personality,”
says Leigh Meadows-McAlpin of Charleston,
SC, design firm Dwelling.
3. Heavy hardware
What’s old is new again: After decades
of downplaying bathroom plumbing (looking at
you, minimalist chrome fixtures), we’re going
back to ornate hardware that takes center
stage in this most important of rooms.
“I love high-quality, traditional hardware
in a bathroom,”
Harmon says. “Think
separate taps for hot
and cold water, a
detachable shower
head in polished
copper, or a bathtub
faucet that feels highquality and heavy
Photo by
when you run your
Drummonds
end-of-day soak.”
Bathrooms
4. Trough or bucket sinks
Like it or not, farmhouse chic is still the
darling of interior design—and it’s no longer
limited to the kitchen. Expect to see lots of
trough or bucket sinks in bathrooms this year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 106

3180 EDGEWATER DR, PEKIN
PRICE SLASHED $10,000!

Location! Location! Nestled On 6.7 Acreage
Property Off Rt 98, This Home Boasts An
Enormous Outbuilding 64 X 36 With An
Office, Horse Stalls And Loft... Partially Fenced.
Amenities Include Wonderful Sun Room And
Sprawling Mf Square Footage 2450! Hickory
Cabinets, Granite, Roof 2013, Ca 2012! Pool
Liner Can Be Replaced Or Pool Removed
Upon Request. Seller Is Licensed For 4 Horses,
New Owner Could Get Licensed For 1 Horse
Per Acre. Spectacular Opportunity! $339,900

2101 WILDWOOD DR., PEKIN
PRICE SLASHED $10,000!

Simply Gorgeous! Panoramic Lake Frontage!
4 Season Sun Porch Accent This Sprawling
Ranch! 5-6 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Amazing
Kitchen, Rec Room/Wet Bar…Extensive
Landscape! Updates Galore! Spectacular!
Only $269,900
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104 WORNER ST, GREEN VALLEY
7-9 STALLS OF GARAGE!

If You Have Cars, Boats, Motor Home or Love
To Work On Cars/Carpentry, HERE’S YOUR
HOME! Situated On 4 Lots, This One Owner
Home Offers 3 Bedrooms/2 Baths/Family
Room! Gorgeous Lawn!! Only $154,900

MARY ANN LADENDORF

Coldwell Banker
The Real Estate Group
2816 N. Court St.
Pekin, IL 61554
Phone: 309-347-5540
Cell: 309-241-5610
mladendorf@coldwellhomes.com
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The

3-27-18
Terra Haute, Indiana

Over 5,000 acres sells at Auction!
West Central Indiana Land

Also offering...

3-6-18
3-29-18

Over

1,000 head of cattle sells!

Carthage Livestock Inc, Carthage, Illinois

ALL Machinery & Equipment sells!
at the farm Universal, Indiana

For more information on these offerings....
Mark Krieger 812.239.5102
Jame Krieger 812.208.0956
Anna Krieger 269.470.7553
Peter Krieger 812.208.5224

Monte Lowderman 309.255.0110
Jack Lowderman 309.255.0330

Cody Loderman 309.313.2171
Shane Ryan 309.371.7490
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LOOKY-LOOS . . . CONTINUED
“Traditionally, these sinks are seen
in the glossy
white
finish.
But you can
even get the
farmhouse look
as a copper
sink, a modern
nickel
or
chrome,
or
Photo by
even a black
Designstorms LLC
composite
granite,” says Kayla Hein, creative director
at Modern Castle.
Another plus? Trough sinks are fairly
durable—meaning they’re great for hightraffic bathrooms.
5. Brass or black fixtures
We hope you’re nostalgic for the ‘80s,
because brass is back in a big way—and
designers say it’s better than ever.
“Put it everywhere,” says Chicago
designer Rae Duncan. “Statement brass faucets
and major lighting fixtures bring a touch of
the past to a bath while still keeping it warm
and contemporary.”
If brass ain’t your bag, consider black
fixtures instead of the predictable chrome or
nickel.

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

“These fixtures
provide a simple,
beautiful
option
that can be used in
a wide variety of
home decor styles,”
says designer René
Dekker. What’s more:
“They need far less
cleaning than their
Photo by
metallic
brethren,
Spazio LA
because they don’t
show water spots in the same way.”
6. Mind-blowing technology
As smart technology continues
wiggling its way into the American home,
the bathroom is not being forgotten. Think
digital shower controls and bath fillers,
faucets that sync with your smartphone, and
$7,500 smart toilets with heated seats and
deodorizers (among other choice features).
Manufacturer Kohler leads the pack
after unveiling a series of uber-cool smart
bathroom products at the Consumer
Electronics Show
in Las Vegas
this year. Chief
among
them
is the Verdera
Voice
Lighted
Mirror,
which
Photo by Kohler
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pairs with your Amazon Alexa device and
allows you to control lighting, listen to the
news, or choose some jams to rock out to
in the shower.
We also dig Kohler’s PerfectFill bath
feature, which allows you to program
your preferred bath stats so your soak fills
automatically. And then there’s the Numi toilet,
a holy grail of smart bathroom technology
that warms your tush, plays music, and
automatically flushes when you rise.
“You can have exactly what you
want, whenever you want, at just the right
temperature, all by the touch of a button,”
Duncan says.
7. A fresh take on tile
See ya, subway tile! The ubiquitous
trend will take a back seat to larger formats,
unique patterns, and bold color in 2018,
experts say.
Alena Capra,
interior
designer
and spokesperson
for Coverings, the
largest tile and
stone trade show
in North America,
predicts
more
homeowners will
gravitate toward Photo by Architect
larger tiles on both
Your Home

floors and walls.
“It imitates the look of a luxurious
marble slab, but with a more budget-friendly
price,” she says.
Homeowners are embracing texture,
too. Capra’s clients are increasingly
requesting metallic tile finishes to
complement (also on-trend) matte faucets
and fixtures. And she’s noticed an uptick in
owners playing with patterns to create a
more intricate look.
“Geometric tile patterns are taking
center stage as a focal point in kitchens and
bathrooms,” agrees designer Stacy Garcia.
“We’re seeing a shift toward simplistic yet
bold patterns that stand the test of time.”
Finally, don’t be afraid to experiment
with color in your powder room.
“People want more than just white
marble and beige travertine now,” Duncan
says. “And with so many artisans popping
up online, it’s never been easier to have a
bathroom that is truly one of a kind.”
Based in San Diego, Holly Amaya
is a writer, lawyer, and communications
strategist. She writes about real estate,
legal, lifestyle, motherhood, and career
issues. Follow @hollyamaya

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214

(618) 559-5082 www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

6TH ANNUAL SPORTING GOODS
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
APRIL 7, 2018 AT 9:00 AM
WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS • 810 EAST HOLZHAUER DRIVE • NASHVILLE IL 62263
ACCEPTING ITEMS UNTIL FRIDAY APRIL 6, 2018

We will be accepting consignments of archery items, ammunition, fishing
tackle, Knives, guns, decoys, boats, ATV’s, UTV’s, trapping equipment, arrowheads,
gun safes, and various types of hunting items. Baseball, softball, volleyball,
football, Golf, and other sports relative items also accepted.
Jim Lehde
IL License #441.001704
618-559-5082

AUCTIONEERS:
Cowboy Kolweier
IL License # 441.001530
618-3142917

Steve Ehinger
IL License #441.001981
618-304-8737
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ANNIE’S CONKLIN CORNER

Illinois is having the normal winter,
Cold and Windy then all at once you are
Blessed with that perfect day that is in the
50’s and 60’s and wow you think spring is
coming the next day there is snow on the
ground. Just keep your coats and boots at
the front door.
     Did you notice we have no full moon
in Feb. There was one Jan. 31 and
again March 1. I don’t know how often
that happens. “Maybe once in a Blue
Moon”?.....
      We’re still trying to get settled in
our New House, I’ve still not been to the
sewing machine this winter with taxes and
book work. I’d like to get that behind me.
Can’t wait to dig in and do some sewing.
      Son Richard (at Country Shoe Shop) are
building on to their house now. So, want to
help clean that just as soon as it’s ready.
They have church there, so they have
some things they want to finish. (We have
church services in our homes, is always
nice to get a project finished before that.
It just creates a deadline.)
     We are looking forward to spring or
summer in hopes of getting rid of the Flu’s
that have been hounding our area, but I
guess it’s Nationwide, so be sure and take
your Vitamin C’s.
On the Conklin side I’d like to talk
about the Exterior Coatings and Caulks.
MASTER GUARD® has advantages
in their exterior systems.
•
Provides exceptional coverage with
greater thickness than ordinary paint.
• Resists unsightly Mildew.
• Offers long-term protection against the
Pancake Mix
Very Good!!
4C. Flour
½ C. Sugar
6 TBLS. Baking Powder
2 tsp.
Mix all together put in Ziploc bag or
tight container then use as needed.
When ready to use.
1 ⅛ C. Mixture
½ C. Milk
1 Egg Beaten
2 TBLS Oil
Mix all together can be a little lumpy
yet and place on griddle.
When we go camping I use the oil from
the fried Bacon. Yum!!

elements.
WALL-KOTE™ has a one-of-akind elastomeric technology. It provides
a flexible membrane to the elements
with with greater mil thickness which
provides longer lasting protection when
compared to paint. Great for Foundations,
Basements Wall, Over- Wood, Metal,
Masonry surfaces.
KWIK KAULK® Caulk with this
unique formulas seals area where leaks
occur and remains flexible and cures to a
durable finish comes in colors of White,
Gray, Dark Bronze.
Conklin’s 360-S® is unlike other
sealants it uses moisture to cure. Making
it ideal for application in cool or Humid
conditions. Comes also in White, Gray,
and Dark Bronze. But may be painted
when cured.
Call Melvin & Annie Otto @ 217-5435197. See more on the Conklin Products at
www.conklin.Com
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QUALITY FIREARMS AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 31 AT 9:00 AM
THIS WILL BE A SIT-DOWN STYLE AUCTION WITH ALL LOTS
PRESENTED ON LARGE FLAT-SCREEN TV‘S
- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC VIEWINGS
MARCH 28TH, 29TH & 30TH FROM 9AM-8PM
(VIEWING AVAILABLE SALE DAY AS WELL)
- ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE THROUGH PROXIBID
WITH A BUYER’S PREMIUM

Melvin & Annie Otto

1749 State Hwy 133
Arthur, IL 61911
Otto’s Canvas: 217-543-3007
Conklin: 217-543-5197
www.Conklin.com

- NO BUYER’S PREMIUM FOR ON-SITE BUYERS
THIS IS NOT JUST AN AUCTION,ITS A FUN EVENT FOR ALL AGES...

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

SULLIVAN & SON AUCTION, LLC.
1995 E CR 650 • CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS • 217-743-5200

LOCATED 8 MILES SOUTH OF CARTHAGE, IL • ALONG IL 336 EXPRESSWAY

MARCH 10-11 • BELLE-CLAIRE EXPO
200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

MAY 5-6 • BELLE-CLAIRE EXPO
200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

JUNE 23-24 • BELLE-CLAIRE EXPO
200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

108

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

BAI SPRING MEETING
The BAI held its annual winter
meeting last month and the following
tournament rule changes were adopted.
As voted on and passed at the winter
meeting....

BAI NEWS
By Ed DeVries

NEW BOWFISHING GEAR FROM MUZZY!
NEW MUZZY REEL SEAT
One of the coolest new products to
come out this year is the new real seat
Muzzy is offering. This seat bolts directly
to your stabilizer hole like with one Allen
screw. Your reel is held firmly in place by
two mounting feet that are tightened from
the bottom with two more Allen screws.
This combination will give your reel a
rock-solid mount never seen before. The
best feature of the mount is the rail under
the rest. With this you can mount any
tactical lights offered for handguns or
even a laser scope. This will greatly
increase your choice in lights priced
from $10 to $200. Most of these lights
have quick connect mounts, pressure or
on/off switches and any brightness you
want. These innovative seats should be
available this March.
NEW BOW FROM MUZZY, THE VICE
Muzzy didn’t come out with many new
products last year
but are making up
for it in 18! This
is a great bow
combo for those
just starting out
or
seasoned
Bowfishers who
don’t want to
break the bank.
The Vice is one
of the most
adjustable bows
on the market with a draw length from 18
to 30 inches and draw weight of 20 to 50
pounds. No need for a bow press either
thanks to its longer limb bolts that will
allow the limbs to fully relax when backed
out making string and cable replacements
in the field simple. Best thing is the price.
Bow, HD Pro reel, arrow and rest for only
$300! These will be available in March.
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the numbers on hand and be able to
call for help.
5) 
Any accusation of cheating or
unsportsman like behavior must have
video proof. Club officers will view this
and make a decision.

1) At a shoots conclusion and weigh in,
all participant teams must be checked
in at the shoots end time or before. Any
participant or team coming in late will
be disqualified and entry fee forfeited.

Great Family Fun ... in the Heart of the Ozarks!
• Various Types of Lodging, Tent or RV Camping
• Canoes, Kayaks, Rafts or Innertubes
• Scenic Trailrides and Hayrides
• BBQ Dinners, Buffet Breakfast, Pizza and Wings

2) No guide service may be hired for a
shoot and a guide may not charge
clients while participating in a shoot.
Any person found using a guide and
any guide charging clients at a shoot
will be banned from all future shoots.

970 E. Hwy 8 • Steelville, MO 65565

1-800-367-4516
573-786-8412
www.huzzahvalley.com

3) 
All participants at all shoots must
maintain an accurate record of the
numbers of each species harvested
and present it to the tournament
director. This is extremely important
if we are to continue holding shoots
as this info is needed by the IDNR
and part of the permit process. It will
also make keeping these records much
easier for tournament directors.
4) 
All participants at all shoots will
receive a list of emergency numbers of
the BAI officers or state reps at that
shoot. If leaving early you must call
and inform those holding the shoot. If
you have an emergency, you will have

NEW FOR 2018

Glazba Tungsten Jig

Rattlin’ R.P.M

• Diamond “Nose” for Attraction
• Super Sharp Hook at 30 degrees
• Long Shank- great with plastic

CALL FOR A FREE CATALOG

1-800-831-5535 • CUSTOMJIGS.COM

FARM & CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
MARCH 31, 2018 @ 9:00 AM
TREMONT, IL

ADVERTISEMENT DEADLINE
MARCH 3, 2018

PLEASE CALL, EMAIL, OR FAX TODAY TO GET EARLY CONSIGNMENTS ON OUR AUCTION BILL
TAKING CONSIGNMENTS AT THE LOT: MARCH 24-30 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

AUCTIONEERS:

C al K aufman
1-309-696-9019

B rent S Chmidgall
1-309-202-8378

EMAIL: TREMONTCONSIGNMENTAUCTION@YAHOO.COM OR FAX: 309- 246-5072
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ILLINOIS RECIPROCAL BOWFISHING
AGREEMENT
Recently some confusion regarding
the reciprocal agreement between Illinois
and Iowa regarding our ability to bowfish
the Mississippi river past the channel
marker up to the Iowa shore. The current
rule read that we could only bowfish to
the mid channel of the Mississippi river
and needed an Iowa fishing license to
bowfish the Iowa shoreline. BAI area
director Aaron Baker brought this to
our attention at the winter meeting and
we contacted IDNR Fisheries Chief Dan
Stevenson. Dan contacted Iowa and it is
now worked out where bowfishers from
Illinois can now bowfish across to the
Iowa shore as rod and reel fishermen
and women can. Dan will rewrite the
reciprocal agreement so it is perfectly
clear. Thankyou Aaron for bringing this
to the club’s attention and Dan for taking
care of it so quickly. Another example
of YOUR BAI helping and improving our
great sport for all who bowfish in Illinois.
BAI AT THE CHICAGOLAND FISHING
SHOW
We had a great time attending the
Schamburg show last
month. This show
is without a doubt
the Chicago areas
most attended show.
Visitors packed the
hall for four days
reminiscent of the old
outdoor shows held
at the International
Amphitheater
on
Chicago’s South side.
BAI members donated
their time chatting
with
hundreds

of people who were interested in
bowfishing. This show will be a yearly
event for the BAI!
WOMEN’S BOWFISHING
CHAMPIONSHIP
The first annual Women’s Bowfishing
Championship will be held at the
Desplaines Conservation Area on June
2nd. This will be an 8-hour big 6 format
night shoot. Teams of 1 to 4 are allowed
but only women may shoot. We already
have some great free raffle prizes lined up
including a Muzzy Adicr bow/reel combo.
Get more info at our Facebook page or
email baibowfishing@yahoo.com.
BAI/IDNR BOWFISHING FESTIVAL
Mark your calendars for the second
annual Bowfishing Festival this May 19th
held at the Desplaines Conservation Area
in Wilmington Illinois. The free festival
will include Asian carp filleting demos
and taste testing, bowfishing displays
and a bowfishing range where you can
try every type of bow and reel available.
The IDNR will have loads of Asian carp
display and info as well. Much more in
next month’s column.

Pekin Firearms Frenzy
60 Gun Super Raffle
Sat. May 19, 2018
Tickets go on sale soon!

Tickets must be bought in advance at
Big R Stores in Pekin, Washington,
Pontiac, Gibson City & Watseka...
For updates check online at
www.ducks.org/illinois/events

Call for all your
Auction Needs
Specializing in Estate,
Antique &
Sportsman Auctions
17055 E. 1825th St.
Bushnell, IL 61422
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ATI/GSG HITS THE
BULLSEYE – TWICE
People who follow the Shoot ‘N’
Plink™ columns and videos know my
passion for Browning semi-automatic
pistols with my 1911-22 and Buck Mark.
So, when American Tactical/German
Sports Guns offered to let me try the
Firefly for a second time, and the M1911
in 22 caliber it was going to take a lot to
win me over.
I decided to keep an open mind on
the two pistols even though I wasn’t

completely impressed with the Firefly
on the first “go around”. Once they
were received it was love at first sight.
The quality of the Firefly had improved
immensely, and looked to be that of the
SIG Mosquito, which was the original
manufactured by GSG. As for the M1911
it looked like it was going to be great.
However, the proof would be in the actual
use of both.
First, let’s take a look at the Firefly.
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springs, but perhaps there was a mix up
As I said this was the second one I’ve
in this test model since the lower velocity
tried, with this being the tan model. I
is supposed to be marked with white, and
prefer black, but tried to keep that out of
my mind, and focus on the overall quality.
neither had white. This was not a big
deal, as it still shot nicely.
Design wise it has everything thing a
Shooting was great, but best in single
person wants. It has an easy slide action,
action. Pulling the trigger for double
single/double action, slide release, easy
operating safety, de-cocking lever, a quick
action was a bit difficult, as the trigger pull
was extremely heavy. I allowed two other
teardown lever, adjustable rear sight for
people who are Scott County Conservation
windage, 3 front sight posts (tall, medium
rangers to try it, and they said the same.
and short), yellow dot sights, two slide
springs (high velocity for above 1200 fps;
This was the only negative, especially if it
was for a smaller person with less hand
low velocity for below 1200 fps), and an easy
strength, and they wanted to use the
loading magazine for 10 rounds of 22 caliber.
My set up was to use the medium front
double action.
sight, which is factory installed. I
recommend using this if at all
possible as changing to one of the
others will raise or lower the spot
of impact by around 7.5”. It did
not have to be changed, but the
rear sight did have to have a slight
adjustment.
Ammunition was mainly
CCI Mini Mag, CCI Standard
and Federal HV Match and HV
Hunter, with some Remington
Using the Firefly’s teardown lever makes
Thunderbolt.
The Mini Mag
preformed about the best. I it simple to clean the pistol and change the
slide springs.
couldn’t see a difference in the

176 TRILLIUM, EAST PEORIA, IL- $470,000
• 43 Acres- 41 are wooded
• Tree Farm for 2 Generations
• Ideal for Estate Home, Building sites or
Sportman
• 30x40 Metal Building with Porch
• Abundance of Wildlife

Patricia VanEtten
1789 N. TURNER RD, LEWISTOWN, IL- $880,000
• 3 Bedroom
• 1 Full Bath
• 126 Acres
• 4 Grain Bins
• 40x60 Pole Barn
• 40x85 Outside Building
• CRP Acres bring in $3,427 Yearly until 2023
• Excellent Conservation, Dry Dams & Terracing
Around Timber
• Excellent for Hunting!

2475 W. Monroe St.
Suite #A,
Springfield, IL 62704

Office: 217-787-7215
Cell: 217-341-8341
patvanetten@msn.com
SilverAndSold.com

March 2018

The reach for the de-cocking lever is
just slightly difficult, but it is manageable
with a slight canting of the gun to use
the thumb to engage the lever. No huge
minus for that.
All in all, I would give the Firefly a
strong 4 stars, and a full 5 stars for the
improved quality.
Next up was the M1911, which
strongly impressed me, and it quickly
reinforced those thoughts.
The M1911 is like a full size
1911 in weight. Even most parts are
interchangeable with the normal 1911. It
has yellow dot sights, adjustable rear sight
for windage, 3 front sight posts (short,
medium and tall), lever safety, grip safety,
slide lock, easy loading 10 round 22 caliber
magazine, and normal 1911 teardown. My
unit had very nice walnut grips.
As with the Firefly I would recommend
staying with the medium front sight if at
all possible. Again, it worked great with
that sight, and the rear sight never had to
be touched for adjustment. It is the first
semi-automatic pistol I’ve held that did
not need adjustment and hit the “mark”
right out of the box. Several rounds fell
into a 4-inch area, with a lot of those
hitting within a 2-inch area. Later I fired
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at another target, which drilled out the
center area with a very tight grouping.
Ammunition used was primarily CCI
Mini Mag and Federal HV Match. This
pistol definitely needs higher velocity
ammo to get it to cycle properly.
The only problem encountered was
with a fully loaded magazine. It would not
fully insert unless given a hard bang on
the bottom. When empty it would easily
insert without problems. There were
a couple of times when it was not fully
inserted, and another couple or so times
when it popped back out when not fully
seated. By it having the extra safety of
not firing with the magazine removed the
trigger would not pull at these times.
De-cocking the weapon definitely
takes two hands, one to pull the trigger
and the other to grip the hammer for a
slow release. This is actually a good idea
to keep it even safer.
The slight difficulty of inserting the
magazine made me deduct one rating star.
Otherwise this was a perfect 5-star rating.
It is rare for me to give any product a
5-star rating, but this one comes in about
as close to any “5” you could find for
quality, handling and overall shooting.
All in all, ATI/GSG has hit two
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bullseyes with these semi-auto 22 caliber
pistols. You can find full information on
their website at www.americantactical.us.
If you would like to see Shoot ‘N’
Plink™ video reviews (Dan’s Fish ‘N’
Tales® You Tube Channel) on the Firefly
and M1911 go to these addresses: https://
youtu.be/6ztSbH_BTz0 and https://youtu.
be/FrEi1aAWPPc. There is also a video
showing how to teardown and switch the
springs in the Firefly at https://youtu.be/
i1YwigH4Odg. While on the Dan’s Fish
‘N’ Tales® You Tube channel, you can
check out a couple more videos on the
first Firefly, including one with the SIG
Mosquito.

The M1911 did not need any sight
adjustment to have all the shots but
two hit within the middle 4 inches,
with several hitting the 2-inch bullseye
from the 10 and 15 yard lines.

This shows a comparison in size to
a full-size ATI/GSG M1911 and a
Browning 1911-22.

After a slight adjustment to the rear
sights the Firefly laid most shots into
the middle 4-inch area of the target at
10 and 15 yards.
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FISH THE WIND

Wind can drive an angler crazy when
casting or controlling a boat. It can also
be an angler’s best friend if they allow
it to point to the fish and use the proper
techniques.
Whether fishing from shore or from a
boat fish the shores in to which the wind
is blowing. The wind works in spring,
summer and fall. In the spring it warms
the water and stirs up food; in the summer
it provides oxygen, cools the water, and
stirs up food; in the fall it mixes the water
to keep a stable temperature, and stirs up
food. As can be seen there are two main
elements – a comfortable atmosphere

and food. Just like a human, the fish
would prefer the most comfortable place
available that has food.
Boat control can be tricky, but it is the
best way to fish a shore which is being
wind blown. Casting in to the shore is
much easier and productive. However,
shore anglers can do well by casting
parallel to the shore, or if it is a cove or
corner area, casting from the shore that is
perpendicular to the windy bank.
For most any species a float can be
used with live bait, or a jig. The float rig is
allowed to drift towards the windy shore
and being held back slightly from touching

RANGER – RARE FIND - $16,500
I.O. 350 Chev. 250 H.P. Newer
Minkota 90 lb., 24V Trailer,
2 depth finders. All original
excellent condition in & out.
Low hrs., serviced & winterized
annually – stored inside since new –
fast rare beauty. Why
pay this much ($16,500) for an
outboard engine only? Fish in style!
Call Fred Joos (309) 696-2195 or
email FredJoos@comcast.net.
It’s ready to fish!

Kitchen Knives • Hunting Knives • Skinning Knives
Pocket Knives • German Style Scissors • Cleavers
Axes • Swords • Repair Broken Tips

620-635-0292

the bank. Let the wind do the jigging,
and watch the float for any irregular
movement, or a quick disappearance
beneath the surface.
I’ve caught many species with lures
while fishing the windy banks. They have
included bass, crappie, bluegill, white
bass, hybrid stripers, walleye, catfish,
carp and dogfish. In conditions like these,
every species can be an aggressive feeder.
My favorite lures to start are the
heavier and faster type, like the Rat-LTrap and Blitz Blade, mainly in shad or
bluegill colors. Spinnerbaits fall in this
category as well, but here I like to stay
with anything from a 1/8-ounce Baby
Wedge, to a 1/2-ounce double willow
leaf. Vibration and flash is the key with
which to start.
From this point I go with jigs. For bass
it would be a black/blue 1/8 to 1/2-ounce
Blitz Spyder jig with a black/blue fleck
Natural Forage Baits Mad Craw. This
can be used with a swimming technique,
which has proven very productive. If some
sort of cover is encountered, then a cast or
two should be made where the lure can be
crawled over and through it.
Plastic worms and tubes are next.
Worms can be alternated from straight
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A small cove with wind blowing
parallel to the opening, and creating
a wind line, held some nice crappie,
including this one that hit a full size
Rat-L-Trap.
finesse tails to ribbon tails until the style
preferred is found. Most of the time in
these situations the worm seems to work
best when crawled on the bottom and
coming from the shore. Most strikes are
within the first few feet, or if there is a
sharp drop off out from the shore the fish
may be holding at that point waiting for
anything being stirred up from shore.
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Natural Forage Baits have some lures
that are a big advantage. I like fishing
the Jerk Shad on a Daiichi Copperhead
Bleeding bait hook, swimming it along
with a slow retrieve, much like slow rolling
a spinnerbait, especially when using it
with the Butt Dragger style of the hook.
The 4-inch Lil Killer works well using it
on an1/8 to 1/4-ounce B-Fish-N H2O or
Blakemore Casey’s Runner jig heads, and
fished with a quick jerk, bounce or “finger
jigging” technique. The Lil Killer in shad
or white color also works well as a trailer
on a white Blitz Finesse Spyder jig and
fished with a swimming or “finger jigging”
action. Last, but definitely not least, is the
NFB Swim Bait, again used with B-Fish-N
and Casey’s Runner jig heads, and fished
with a slow steady retrieve, lift-and-drop,
or reel-and-pause. With all of these I use
a Kick’N Bass Attractants sent – normally
Anise Shad or Java.
While all of these NFB baits are
primarily thought of for bass they also attract
many other species, including big crappie.
Fishing the windy banks may not be
the 100-percent cure-all to finding fish, but
it sure is a great starting point. Like every
other angler, I hate fighting the problems
of wind, but it beats being “skunked”.

When I’m talking about windy
conditions I’m meaning a normal wind.
If it is too windy to be safe, and heavy
storms are in the area, get off the water.
No fish is worth a person’s life no matter
how good the fish are hitting.
Remember, “go with the wind” and
don’t be “gone with the wind”. Fish a
wind properly, and you can find a great
fishing pattern.
If you have any questions about this
or another fishing subject, drop me a line
through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® website
at www.dansfishntales.com, which also
provides a link to the Adventure Sports
Outdoors website as well as a “like”
button for the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales®
Facebook page, that can also be found at
www.facebook.com/dansfishntales. There
is also a video on the You Tube channel
about fishing the Blitz Blades in some of
these conditions, which can be found at
www.youtube.com/dansfishntales.
Until next time, get out on the water,
and enjoy a great day of fishing.

The author and fellow outdoor writer,
Johnnie Crain, were fishing a calm
water pocket behind a rip-rap point
that had wind blowing into and
around it, which stirred up food to
flow into the pocket.

Fishing a Casey’s Runner Head with
a 4-inch Lil Killer helped catch this
bass along a shore that had a wind
creating wave action that paralleled it.
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A fairly strong wind was bobbing the
little boat around, but a Stanley Vibra
Shaft spinnerbait cast into windblown
shores with heavy submerged weeds
helped catch several bass like this one.

When the wind is blowing into a rip-rap
area along a dam, such as seen here, it
often produces some great fishing.

Hoyland Auctions
LARGE TWO DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY APRIL 5TH AT 5:30PM AND
FRIDAY APRIL 6 AT 5:30PM
AUCTION LOCATION- MINIER CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
405 E. STRINGTOWN RD, MINIER, IL

TOY TRACTORS, EQUIPMENT & RELATED ITEMS
SEE MORE DETAILS AND PICTURES AT
WWW.AUCTIONZIP.COM

Hoyland Auctions
4882 Delavan Rd, Delavan, IL 61734

309-244-7140 or 309-696-0614
Randy Hoyland #440000419

COUNTY LINE
RESTAURANT
1106 SR 78,
CHANDLERVILLE, IL

Popular restaurant/bar with
established customers
Located near Sanganois and Jim Edgar
Panther Creek hunting areas.

10249 CR 150N,
CHANDLERVILLE, IL

Spacious 4 BR country home with
lots to offer! Sits on 3.5 acres with
pole barn ideal for horses or cattle.

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff
217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com
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HOW GAME CAMERAS CAN IMPROVE
YOUR PREDATOR HUNTING SUCCESS

By Alan Clemons

GAME CAMERAS ARE POPULAR AND
EFFECTIVE TOOLS USED PRIMARILY BY
DEER HUNTERS, BUT SAVVY PREDATOR
HUNTERS CAN MAXIMIZE THEIR SUCCESS
BY USING THEM AS YOUR ...
Game cameras are popular and
effective tools used primarily by deer
hunters, but savvy predator hunters can
maximize their success by using them as
your eyes in the field.
I got into game cameras late in the
game. For years I didn’t use them, partly
because I didn’t want to spend the money
and partly because I enjoyed letting things
progress naturally. Each day was like a
new chapter and not knowing what I might
encounter was part of the anticipation.
About seven years ago, though, I put
up a couple of cameras on some property
I hunted. Deer were my main focus at the
time and the cameras paid off. Images of
whitetails visiting a mineral lick revealed
does, fawns, yearlings, scrubby bucks and
one trashy 12-pointer that made my toes

tingle. He showed up twice in two years,
both within the first two weeks of October,
and never again. I don’t know if he was
cruising or smart, or both. But during those
seasons he was always on my mind.
Even better, though, were the other
animals I caught on my cameras. By the time
I lost access to the land (it was sold), I had
eight cameras on trees in key places. Some
were travel routes. One was on the mineral
lick. One was on an opening. Almost all
yielded photos of animals: coyotes, foxes,
bobcats, raccoons, opossums and one pesky
armadillo that eluded me one afternoon by
diving into a hole before I could perforate him
with my .22 rifle.
My eyes were opened when I added
game cameras to my hunting tool kit. The
anticipation I once had for “whatever
happens, happens” was heightened after
using them. How? By being able to more
effectively plan my hunting strategy: entry
and exit routes, wind conditions, knowing
the possibilities for sightings.
Game cameras can help your predator

CENTRAL ILLINOIS HUNTING &
RECREATIONAL LAND FOR SALE
• 240.52 Acres south of Lexington or 13 miles
north-east of Bloomington. Big whitetail &
turkey. 85% tillable. Little Crooked Creek &
timber. 4 Tracts-Auction March 6th!
• 43 Acres southeast of Henry in Marshall Co.
Bottomland & CRP. 37.84 acres in cropland.
$7,350/acre.
• 120.05 Acres southwest of Bloomington along
Sugar Creek. Timber, CRP & cropland. $7,900/ac.
• 66.01 Acres southwest of Bloomington along
Sugar Creek. Tillable & CRP. $8,250/acre.

David Klein, Managing Broker
Bloomington, IL: 309-665-0961
dklein@soybank.com
O-Bryan_December_17_ASO.qxp_Layout
1 11/15/17
www.soycapitalag.com

1:44 PM Page 1

Property Available

Mike O’Bryan
(309) 635-8901

Commercial
(309) 687-5069
commercialpeoria.com
3622 N. Knoxville
Peoria, IL 61603

40 Acre Recreational Property
NEW! 2,590 sq. ft. metal building
with living area.
Ideal for deer and turkey hunting.
Near Williamsfield, IL
NEW! 26 acres of timber with
Spoon River
frontage and cabin.
Nichols Road, Green Valley, IL
6 acre home site. $30,000
204 E. Ten Mile Creek Rd. East Peoria, IL.
Hard to find acreage close to town!
12.96 acres. Metamora School District.
South of Trivoli (Peoria County), IL
Hard to find 19 acres near Trivoli.
Ideal remote home site or affordable
tract of hunting ground.

The Most Marketing for Your Property!

hunting, too.
NUMEROUS OPTIONS EXIST FOR GAME
CAMERA SELECTIONS
If you’re new to game cameras, it can
be overwhelming trying to make a selection.
Today’s models offer everything from
simple cameras with a an off-on button to
more extensive selections with HD video
and images, Bluetooth capabilities and
cellular versions that send images to your
phone 24/7.
I saw the latter in action back in 2015
on a whitetail bowhunt in Kansas. My

These three coyotes have been
hanging around together for at least
several months.
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host, John Vaca with Vista Outdoors, had
some Bushnell Trophy Cam Wireless HD
cameras set up in our stand locations. Vaca
showed us images before we departed,
at lunch before returning to our afternoon
sits, and in the evening at dinner. It was
cool to see what was there.
I’ve used other models, too, including
early models of the Stealth Cam G42 (they’re
supercharged now) and several Browning
Trail Camera Recon and Spec Ops
models. Primos offers some models with
value prices. Spartan and Moultrie offer
wireless models, as does Browning with its

Surprise! A creek flowing through
the property apparently is home to
this slinky, cool river otter. He’ll get
a pass because I think he’s cool.

Specializing in
Rural
Properties
with over 40 years of experience!
Call Me for All of Your Real Estate Needs

JOHN GINDER

3622 N. Knoxville Ave,
Peoria, IL 61603
Office 309-687-4802
Cell 309-696-7270

each office independently
owned and operated
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Defender 850 with Bluetooth and wireless.
Budget considerations must be
considered just as with any hunting gear.
If you’re just starting to use cameras, I’d
suggest going with a value model at first
to get your bearings and figure out if it’s
something you want to continue using.
Knocking out a few hundred bucks for a
wireless model and then deciding you don’t
like it wouldn’t be cool.
Better yet, if you have deer hunting pals
with cameras ask them to show you the ropes
and maybe borrow a couple of cameras to try.
Then if you’re on board, you could buy your
own. Or maybe they’re good enough friends
to let you use them for several months before
they get ready for deer season.
TIPS ON USING YOUR GAME CAMERA
MOST EFFECTIVELY
Through trial and error, and I’m still
learning, a couple of mistakes to avoid with
your cameras:
• Know where the sun rises and sets, and
don’t point your cameras directly into either.
You’ll likely get a lot of wasted images if
the sun shines directly into the camera.
• Once you secure the camera on the tree or
post, clear tree limbs and vegetation from
in front of it. Wind can move these and trip
the camera sensor. Then you’ll get a bunch

of wasted images. Pruning snips or a hand
saw are good to create an opening.
• Fresh batteries make a difference. Once
my camera battery sensors show 50
percent, I put in new ones. That may
not be necessary but it’s just how I do it.
If you want to use lithium batteries for
longer life, double-check the camera’s
specs to make sure it can accept them.
•
I’ve used SanDisk SD cards for years
because that’s what I used with my Canon
cameras. They’re good, strong and hold
up well. I’ve also used SD cards from
Dollar General, which are less expensive
and work for what I need. Each time I
download my images, I format the SD card
to clear off any data so it will be fresh the
next time I install it in the game camera.
• On property I now am hunting, I have
one camera set about 6.5 feet off the
ground on a tree and aimed down. The
main photo (above, top) of the coyote trio
is with this camera. I have two others
on the property set about 4 feet off the
ground. This will give me a different
perspective on anything that walks in
front of them.
• Be sure to read the instruction manual
and set the date, time and other options.
Date and time are critical so you can get
accurate data for your planning.

Hoyland Auctions
LARGE TWO DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY APRIL 5TH AT 5:30PM AND
FRIDAY APRIL 6 AT 5:30PM
AUCTION LOCATION- MINIER CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
405 E. STRINGTOWN RD, MINIER, IL

TOY TRACTORS, EQUIPMENT & RELATED ITEMS
SEE MORE DETAILS AND PICTURES AT WWW.AUCTIONZIP.COM
4882 Delavan Rd, Delavan, IL 61734 • Randy Hoyland #440000419

309-244-7140 or 309-696-0614

PREDATORS AREN’T BOTHERED BY GAME
CAMERAS
With this new property I’m hunting,
my hit list now includes a trio of coyotes
that I’ve been watching for months. I’m still
learning about the area so I wanted to use
my cameras to gain some insight on what’s
there, their routines and how to form a
hunting strategy.
These three coyotes have been
hanging around for months. I’ve found signs
of their roaming elsewhere, so they’re on
my to-do list. The land is pretty wide open
so I think setting up with a decoy and a
good hide will yield positive results. www.
grandviewoutdoors.com

This bobcat definitely was a
surprise. In the few months I’ve
had my cameras up, this is the first
image of it. Between the coyotes and
this bobcat, I’d have to think they’re
doing a number on the whitetail
fawns each summer.
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Of course, with the creek and
hardwoods that means raccoons will
likely be around. I have images of
a few of them. This one looks like it
hasn’t missed any meals.

Here’s another image of one of
the coyotes. One of the best things
about game cameras is if you’ve set
the date and time you can get great
data on when predators are cruising
through an area. Keeping track of
this intel, just as deer hunters do
with whitetail sightings, definitely
can help you piece together the
puzzle for better predator hunting.

TWO GREAT SHOWS!! $1 OFF ADMISSION w/coupon!
N
2018 • SEMI-ANNUAL • 2018
18ATIO
0 C
CHICAGOLAND’S NATIONAL
2 LO
Collector Arms
W
Dealers Association
NE

#234-36
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C.A.D.A.

ARMS SHOW
9am to 4pm / $9
Early Buyer’s 8am / $25 • Free Parking

CIVIL WAR
& MILITARY EXTRAVAGANZA

9am to 4pm / $9
Early Buyer’s 8am / $25 • Free Parking

Zurko Promotions 715-526-9769

*Admission price includes
the C.A.D.A. Gun Show!
• 1,000’s of Civil War Treasures • Plus!
Revolutionary War • Spanish-American War
Indian Wars • Mountain Men • Bowie Knife
Fur Traders • AND World Wars I & II Memorabilia
Zurko Promotions 715-526-9769

DuPage Co. Fairgrounds

DuPage Co. Fairgrounds

W. Manchester • Wheaton, IL 60189

2015 W. Manchester • Wheaton, IL 60189

*Admission price includes
the Civil War & Military Show!

GUNS - Vintage • Pistols
Rifles • Parts • Military
Knives & Swords • Shotguns • Ammo

www.CADAgunshow.com www.ChicagoCivilWarShow.com

QUALITY FIREARMS AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 31 AT 9:00 AM
CONSIGN NOW to take advantage of our
nationwide advertising and to ensure a good sale
position. This will be firearms only auction with some
various ammo & a few gun accessories...

CONTACT: WILL SULLIVAN:

OFFICE: (217) 743-5200 OR CELL: (217) 242-4503

WHEATON, IL WHEATON, IL
2015
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PRESSURE
by Keli Van Cleave

Billy Joel,
“Pressure,”
The
Nylon
Curtain, 1982.
I’m confident that Billy Joel’s lyrics were
not referring to applying for hunting
tags. Therefore, I’m suggesting if you are
planning on hunting in Colorado this year
that you don’t get caught by surprise.
It’s an exciting time of year when the
majority of hunters start planning
their fall hunting schedule. I strongly
encourage sportsmen and women to
reviewthe “What’s New” section in
the Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)
guidelines for the list of new regulations,
new unit boundaries, new purchasing
system processes and much more. This
will eliminate missing an application
deadline for your season of choice.
The New Integrated Purchasing
System will take some time to fill out your

profile. The new system sells all Colorado
Parks and Wildlife products, including
licenses, park passes and state park
camping reservations. Most importantly
for all resident and nonresident big game
applications (including bighorn sheep,
goat and moose) and turkey will only be
accepted online at cpw.state.co.us or by
phone: 1-800-244-5613 starting March 1,
2018.
Most of my friends who fill out their
out-of-state applications usually feel
pressure as they also have to pay for
those tags even though they may have
a modest chance of success in the draw.
Sometimes four months go by before
they acquire their return checks for being
unsuccessful. The new laws relieve this
pressure. Instead of paying all of the fees
up front when applying, you will now
ONLY pay the $3 application processing
fee, per species. If you are 18–64, you
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will need a 2018 Habitat Stamp ($10);
one will be automatically added to your
application if you haven’t purchased one
already. You will be charged the license
price and Wildlife Education and Searchand-Rescue fees ONLY if you draw a
license. You’ll need to enter credit card
information in your account, to be kept on
file for draw license and preference point
payments.
My friend Karen had extreme
success last year when she purchased
her tags. She harvested both her bear and
bull of a lifetime in the beginning of her
seasons. Karen recently stated that her
real pressure is reminding her husband
that the biggest bull on the wall is hers.

Above: CO Hunting Tags
Top Right: DIY Elk Hunt
Bottom Right: Karen Gets Her Bear

Michaeline Harrison
LISA FINK, REALTOR®

3622 N. Knoxville, Peoria, IL 61603
lisafink@homespeoria.net • 309-264-4162

Broker
Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502
michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

32059 N. IL HWY 97. FAIRVIEW, IL
61432 • $350,000

29462 QUEENWOOD RD,
MORTON, IL 61550 - $379,000
2.35 Beautiful Acres
Lake View
5 Bedroom
4 Full Baths
4,389 Sq. Ft.
All New Bathrooms
New Furnace
New Air Conditioner

New Roof
New Light Fixtures
Huge Master Bedroom Closet
In Ground Pool
All New Brick Pavers on Driveway
and Front Porch
Several Fruit Trees
3 Car Garage

• ENJOY COUNTRY LIVING CLOSE TO TOWN
• 4.2 ACRES WITH MORE AVAILABLE
• 3 BEDROOM • 3 FULL BATH • 1 PARTIAL BATH
• 5 CAR GARAGE
• 2 FIREPLACES • TILE FLOORS
• BEAUTIFUL CABINETS WITH ALL
APPLIANCES
• HARDWOOD FLOORS THROUGHOUT
• FORMAL DINING/OFFICE AND LIVINGROOM
• CATHEDRAL FAMILY ROOM
• CAT-WALK TO REC ROOM
• NEW ROOF IN 2011
• NEW SIDING, SHUTTERS AND
• FRONT DOOR IN 2013

MILE LOAD ROAD, LEWISTOWN, IL
61542 • $173,000

• DEER HUNTING & FISHING ALONG THE
SPOON RIVER.
• 43.27 ACRES
• CAMPING. 17 ACRES TILLABLE, NONE
FLOODING.
• CRP PROGRAM PAYMENT OF $2,288 A
YEAR TILL 2022.
• A PERMANENT EASEMENT ON ACREAGE
ON THE RIVER BOTTOM.
• CASH RENT INCOME $1,700.
• OWNER WILL CASH RENT.
• A ROAD EASEMENT TO THE PROPERTY
• THE TILLABLE ACREAGE & BOTTOM
BLUFF DO NOT FLOOD.
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Manufacturers of Quality
Hardwood Products
• Kiln Dried Lumber
• Flooring
• Trim
• Mulch
•D
 istributors of
Appalachian Doors &
Old World Stair Systems
• T rim Standard &
Custom Made
• Stair Systems & Parts

Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw
Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail
• Hardwood Floors
• Custom Jams Built to
Your Specs
• Kiln Dried or Green
Lumber

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT
26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

www.envisionins.com
300 E. War Memorial
Peoria
309-685-6606

150 B S. Main St.
Morton
309-263-2400

7150 N. University St.
Peoria
309-683-1100

456 E. Main St.
Galesburg
309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives
us strength, wisdom and helps shape
Envision Insurance Group into who we are.
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WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .
Do you own timber around
creeks and/or rivers?
If you do, then you most likely
have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:

• Buyers of standing
timber & cut logs.
• Specializing in walnut
& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.
SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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