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ISRA DAY
AT THE
RANGE
SATURDAY
OCT. 6
GREAT DOVE HUNTING AT
CIRCLE F ADVENTURES
WWW.CIRCLEFADVENTURES.COM
ISRA.org

Check out the Great New ASO Web Site at www.asomagazine.com
See ASO-TV - Sat., Aug 25 at 5:30pm on WTVP, PBS Ch. 47 & on YouTube.com/ASOMagazine
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1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000

Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

BUY • SELL • TRADE
Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms . . . SAVE MONEY!
Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:
Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles
Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)
Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!

Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!
PREMIER BUILDERS OF PORTABLE BUILDINGS

OFFICE & DISPLAY LOT OPEN AT:
310 N. MAIN ST., BENTON, IL 62812

Call for Super Low Prices on
Quality Built Cabins, Sheds & Garages!

618-927-0533 • sheds@kkportablebuildings.com
www.kkportablebuildings.com

1-800-786-7111

For a limited time, get Suzuki Extended Protection, Instant Savings and attractive
financing on select Suzuki outboards from 25 to 350 horspower. See your
participapting Suzuki Marine dealer for details or visit www.suzukimarine.com.

1.
Six Years
of Protection
at no extra charge
on all new outboards
25 to 350 HP.

2.

3.

Instant Savings
of up to $800
on select models.
See your dealer
for details.

Attractive low rates
on all new
Suzuki outboards
(OAC).

14x28 Utility Garage

16x28 Barn Garage

16x32 Barn Cabin

12x16 Quaker Cabin

14x28 Lodge Cabin

101 W. Commerial St.,
Carterville, IL

NEW LOCATIONS:

519 S. Washington St.
DuQuoin, IL

REPOWER
FINANCE

The Phowler Boat Company
1701 Main Avenue, Clinton, Iowa 52732 | 563-242-8969

FINANCING AVAILABLE • RENT-TO-OWN

These are limited time offers. See your participating Suzuki Marine dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com.

SZ_2QPromo_HlfPGAd_APV.indd 1

14x24 Utility Cabin

3/7/18 10:19 AM

August 2018

We’re #1 for a reason...
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To learn more and see just why we’re the #1 boat in catfishing visit our website www.seaarkboats.com

THREE BEDROOM COTTAGES

972 King Creek Rd., Benton, KY 42025
info@kingcreekresort.com
Office: (270) 354-8268

RESERVATIONS CALL: (270) 493-0076

These Deluxe 3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom Lake Front
Modular Homes with central air conditioning and
heat are only 40-50 yards from the lake. Enjoy
the beautiful panoramic lake view from the huge
decks with tables and deck chairs. Each cottage
has a large living room with large screen TVs. Also,
1 Queen size sleeper sofas, a dining room, full kitchen with a breakfast bar
and are nicely equipped with service for 8.

3 DAY MID-WEEK SPECIAL

Get 5% off your stay or 5% off a boat rental (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday Only) • Call for Short-Notice Specials
Crappie and Bass Fishing Guides are available
Boat & Jet Ski Rentals- Deck Boats, Pontoons, Bass Boats, Crappie Boats,
Paddle Boats, Water Toys and so much more.
Kentucky Lake Offers Some of the Best Crappie and Bass Fishing
in North America, Give it a Cast!
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YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.
PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS
Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999
With Stereo,
fits 2 people.
Great for
losing weight . . .
melts the
pounds right off!

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!
In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

OQUAWKA DEALERS:

Ferris Boat & Motor
Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254
J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716
Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

Check out our
IN GROUND,
DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!
ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS
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ON THE COVER:

Take your wife and kids for
an adventure in the outdoors.
Ella and Leah Bugos and
Teddy Bear practicing for the
upcoming Dove Season.

AUGUST 2018 • ISSUE #260
©Copyright 1994

Andy Bugos
309-437-2247
asoandyb@gmail.com
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Canterbury Tales

It’s been a hot summer but I am not
complaining at all, I actually like it. I know
what’s coming down the pike. It can reach
30 below wind chill and that ice is no friend
to anyone I know. The heat is only here for
a short time and after September there is a
big cool down. Of course 80 degrees with

low humidity is ideal and comfortable for
just about everyone. There were a few days
in July where I worked inside the house but
overall it’s been a great summer.
There was a time my old Lab and
I would stand in ice water in a blowing
blizzard and love it. I was a lot younger
then and shooting ducks was a way of
life, if not an addiction. These days I love
early duck season because the weather is
so nice. I love Al Johnson’s breakfasts, he
is a gourmet cook and it is a real treat in
the blind. I don’t even come close to what
I shot back in the good old days but I will
always love the great exodus for once a
waterfowler always a waterfowler.
It’s about time to get your concealed
carry licenses renewed. My card expires
sometime in 2019 and I will have to take a

4-hour refresher class
and spend $150 for
the license’s renewal. The
ISRA is working now to find
out what the costs are and where to get
recertified. As soon as we hear where and
when we will let you know. At this time
there are approximately 300,000 concealed
carry holders in Illinois. It’s just another way
for the state to get money.
Here in Peoria they now have a rain
tax, that’s right a rain tax. When it rains
you pay. They take the square footage of
your roof and have some stupid formula
which determines how much it will cost
you. I received my first bill last week. We
got a flush tax some years ago based on
how much water you use. I heard they are
thinking about an air tax based on how old

WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES
201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)
Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
Harry & Cathy Canterbury
Harry’s Cell: (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell: (309) 370-6922

ASOMagazine.com
ASOMagazine.net
AD CREATION & LAYOUT:
Missy Walker
Production Manager
missywalker1974@gmail.com

Pat Sullivan with Larry Kirk who is
a retired Army Chaplin. They had a
great Wednesday evening listening
to the Peoria Municipal Band at
Kelleher’s

Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Paul Merten and Bill Friedman during duck season at the Rednose Gun Club

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month.
Please send only digital media files.
Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible for
any injury received as a result of information or advice given.
Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR
PHOTOS WITH ASO!
Email: asoandyb@gmail.com
READ ASO ONLINE IN
2 DIFFERENT FORMATS!

ASOMagazine.com &
ASOMagazine.net
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

Protect Your Home
Away From Home
Taking the comforts of home with
you on the road is great. Make sure
you’re covered for the unexpected,
before you leave the driveway.

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm
www.MosersShoe.com

15% OFF
ALL RED WINGS!

Style #435
Waterproof
Oil/Slip Resistant

Style #912
6” Leather Upper
Electrical Hazard

3510 West Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria
309-682-2400
82 East Fort Street, Farmington
309-245-2800
www.dempsterinsurance.com

continued on page 8

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant

736 E. War Memorial Dr.
Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS
Serving

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport,
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Breakfast
and
Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.
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Cope Marine
is the Midwest’s
Boating
Headquarters!
Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50
O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Triton 17 TX

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13
Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport

Giant selection of new and
preowned boats in stock…
Great Factory Rebates
& Big Savings!

www.copemarine.com
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
ICE COLD BEER!

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

WATCH ASO TV • Sat., August 25 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47
See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)

or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

$

DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!
12 BIG Issues! only $1895

Name____________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________State___________________ Zip______________
Phone___________________________________________________________________
Email____________________________________________________________________
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Recipe Notes: Headspace is the space
from the top of the jar to the food or
liquid in the jar. Too little headspace, and
the food may boil over and prevent the
lid from sealing. Too much headspace
the jar may not seal properly because
the processing time is not long enough to
drive the air out of the jar. Food at the top
of the jar may discolor.

Grandma’s

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

BASIC HOMEMADE STRAWBERRY JAM
2-1/2 cups crushed strawberries about 3
pints
1/4 cup bottled lemon juice
3 tablespoon pectin I used Sure Jell
3-1/2 cups granulated sugar
2 12 ounce glass preserving jars with lids
and bands
1. Fill a large stockpot with enough water
to completely cover the tops of your
jars. Heat water over high heat until it
comes to a rolling boil.
2. In the meantime, fill another stockpot
with water and bring to a simmer. Place
jars and lids in the simmering water
and leave them until you are ready to
fill. This preheats the jars to prevent
breakage when you pour your hot liquid
into them later. This also prepares the
sealing compound in the lids. DO NOT
LET THE WATER COME TO A BOIL, or
you will activate the lids and render
them useless before you even get
started.
3. 
Place sliced strawberries in a 6- or
8-quart saucepan. Crush strawberries

using a potato masher.
4. Stir in lemon juice, then gradually add
pectin.
5. Bring mixture to a full rolling boil over
high heat, stirring constantly.
6. 
Add the sugar and stir to dissolve.
Return mixture to a boil. Continue to
boil for one minute, stirring constantly.
Remove pan from heat. Skim foam if
desired.
7. Ladle hot jam into two hot jars leaving
1/4 inch headspace*. Wipe the rim of
the jar with a clean, damp rag. Center
the lid on jar. Carefully screw on the
band until fit is fingertip tight.
8. Process jars the pot of boiling water
for 10 minutes. Remove jars and allow
to cool. Once the jars cool, the vacuum
seal will form and you will hear the lids
“ping” once the seal is complete. Check
the lids after 24 hours to make sure the
lids do not flex up and down when the
center is pressed.

HOMEMADE BLACKBERRY JAM
5 cups crushed blackberries
7 cups sugar
1 package Sure Jell

1. Carefully measure out the berries, put
them into a very large pot (8qt).
2. Carefully measure sugar in a lg bowl.
3. Add the pectin to the berries a little at a
time, stirring constantly.
4. 
Heat on hi, stirring constantly until
mixture comes to a FULL boil.
5. Add sugar ALL at once, stirring.
6. Bring mixture back to a full hard boil,
stirring constantly.
7. Boil for 1 minute.
8. Remove from heat and ladle into clean,
hot 8oz jars, leaving 1/4 inch space at
the top.
9. Wipe the rim of the jar and put canning
lids and rings on fingertip tight.
10. Place in canner with very hot water,
make sure water is 1 inch above jars.
11. Process in boiling water bath for 10
minutes.
12. Remove and set them upright on a
towel to set for 12 hours.

Citori 725 Field

Citori 725 SPTG

Ported Barrels, fiber optic bead, gloss oil finish, checkered
walnut, engraved low profile steel receiver, mechanical trigger,
Invector-DS Chokes

Gloss oil finish, checkered walnut, engraved lowprofile steel receiver, mechanical tripper, Inflex recoil
pad, Invector-DS Chokes, over under shotgun

Citori 725 Trap

BT-99 Plus
High post ventilated rib, ported barrel, grade III/IV
walnut, adjustable comb, PachOctoberr recoil pad,
silver nitride finish steel receiver

G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile
receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight,
Invector-DS chokes.

M,T,W,F 9am-6pm • SAT 9am-2pm • Closed TH & SUN • Open Anytime By Appt.

Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store
Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND

Gas Pumps Open 24/7!
OPEN:
Weekdays:
4:30am-11pm
Weekends:
4:30am-12am

7

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

309-925-4217

TREMONT OIL COMPANY
“Your Small Town Full Service Station”
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE,
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD
& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS!

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL

309-925-2251 • gibby@dpc.net
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you are and the amount of air you breathe,
there is a senior discount because you don’t
use as much as younger people, just kidding
but what’s next. They need to get a hold
on spending and soon. Peoria is still a great
community and we need say enough is
enough.
This time of year at the old Rednose
Gun Club was a great place to hang out,
even though it wasn’t duck season. Paul
the old Dutchman and Bill Friedman put
out a big garden in front of the club house.
They had about every kind vegetable you
can imagine. Everything from tomatoes to
beets, onions, lettuce, potatoes, turnips an
all else you can think to grow. They seemed
to enjoy gardening as much as hunting. Of
course they drank their Schlitz and Blatz
beer all day long in the heat and it didn’t
bother them at all.
During World War 1 Paul drank beer
all the time. Beer was a staple just like any
other food stuff. Paul was getting beer for
his platoon on the front lines when a shell
blew up in front of him and it went flying.
When he got back to the trenches they all
hollered Paul where’s the beer and he said if
you want beer get it yourself.
The stories he told were many and for
a young man like me it was an insight of
history that I couldn’t get anywhere at else
but at the old club. When they had their fill
of gardening for the day they would head
to the Rice Lake dam and fish for bluegills,
bass, ring perch and anything else that

would bite. I would go with them and catch
some of the smallest fish I have ever seen.
They kept just about everything and cleaned
it. The fish would fill a half gallon milk
carton of fillets and by the end of summer
they had a big fish fry. I always wondered
why Paul and Bill would keep those tiny fish,
they seemed like a lot of work.
He told me a story about being in
the trenches in France for months and
they eventually ran out of food. Hungry
and half crazed by the artillery fire they
became desperate for something to eat. The
trenches were thick with rats everywhere
eating on the dead of both sides. The British
and Germans had thousands of soldiers who
were in no man’s land. No one was allowed
to go there to help the wounded nor bury the

Lisa and Bruce Brown cutting a
Trefzger’s anniversary cake celebrating
35 years in business at Paparazzi
Restaurant in Peoria Heights. They also
hosted a fundraiser for the Civil War
Monument the shaft to soon be
re-erected at Springdale Cemetery.

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL 61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com
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dead. On Christmas Eve Paul and his platoon
knew how. I have no regrets on how he and I
had had enough and decided to kill the rats
lived this wonderful life. I will try to replace
with shovels and eat them. They went to
him someday but now we will pretend he
an old barn and killed a half starved cat
will be forever. You real dog people know
and cooked it up with the rats. They sang
exactly what I mean.
Christmas songs and made the best out of
I want to thank Doctor Dan Bergerud for
that what they had. He said that’s why I
saving Teddy’s life. Cass Veterinary Services
keep those small fish I know what it’s like to
has three offices located in Virginia, Ashland
have nothing.
and Jacksonville ready to take care of our
I asked Paul what did the rats taste like
animal community. Find many details on
and he said just about like a squirrel. I was
this caring and devoted veterinary service
all ways fascinated with Paul’s stories about
on their website at: www.cassvet.com
the Great War and wish today he was still
Wishing everyone a great August!
here to tell me more. If you have a family
Hope you all get to have some good fishing
member or friend who was in World War 2
and hunting this month!
or Korea be sure to get their stories before
Keep your worm wet and your powder
they are gone. You’ll be glad you did.
dry! Harry
The Teddy Bear is still here!
We’ve had a great last year at the
cabin. He still likes going to the
River. As many of you know he
had a bout with cancer in June of
2017. Labs and other large breed of
dogs are very prone to get cancer
sometime in their life.
We went through a roller
coaster of emotions thinking this
loving family pet would leave us
way to soon. As I have said in past
C-Tales he went through the surgery
just fine. He will turn 12 this month
and that by its self is amazing.
I have met a number of people
who have had dogs reach 14 and
even in some rare cases 17. The
average is 10 to 12 for most. I know
it will happen sometime in the near
future but we have a little more
time to enjoy each other. He has
been loved and cared for as best I
Teddy at 12 weeks old now 12 years old

Black Top Inn

10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL • 309-545-9980

ALL SHOOTERS WELCOME

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

HOURS: THURS 11AM -DARK • SAT & SUN 11 AM - 4 PM

MARIETTA
TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays
Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern…
Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave.
We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

“Where good friends & good times get together”
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!
112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

926-6901

Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL

(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com
Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am
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ANDY’S CHRONICLES
and how she can hit the bullseye better
that dad and unfortunately, I must admit
she is not wrong. Several times we have
competed at 50 yards to see who would
get closer to the bullseye and the first two
times she hit almost dead on. Talk about
a proud father moment. Now I just must
keep her head from getting too big as she
loves to tell everyone the story.
Our blind will be 5-foot-wide by 6-foot
long. It will be set up to walk up one side
with a small porch and enter the door. We
are going to primer everything and add a
coat of flat black to the entire blind to help
with protection and also help conceal our
silhouette. We will have curtains to adjust

in the windows, so we options to close or
open as needed. This should be something
that will last many years and it will make
me feel a lot better in the future when Ella
begins hunting on her own and this will be
her go to spot.
Even before getting this blind built
and heading to vacation at the end of
the month I have one other item that is a
must before anything else. That is taking
my yearly trip to Rutledge, Missouri with
my grandparents. They have been such an
integral part of my life and really are a big
reason I am who I am today. Grandpa is
now 94 and grandma is 86 so it isn’t as
easy for them to get around as it used to
be. Of course, Ella wanted to make this
trip with me and there is nothing I wanted
more than for Ella to spend as much time
with them as we can.
As we decided to head to Missouri

Walls are up now time to start painting

Ella’s Palace is almost ready for season

asoandyb@gmail.com

It is hard to believe that July is almost
over. The summer seems to be flying by
and all I am thinking about is vacation and
catching some crappie. There was a lot of
things to get accomplished before the end
of July.
First: I had to get a blind built for deer
hunting with my baby girl. I really wanted
a nice safe stand where we would be out
of the weather and not as high up as most
stands. Over the last several years many
of my friends have built this type of blind
and it does come in really handy when it
is raining or snowing or just too cold and
windy to be up in a tree. This stand will
put Ella and I eight feet in the air with nice
large windows for her to harvest her first
deer. One thing is for sure, this is not a
cheap investment, but if It’s for Ella I can
seem to justify it.
Last year she broke her foot the last
week in October and because we didn’t
have this type of blind to get her into we
would have to sit on the ground and it

just wouldn’t work. We did try a ground
blind once or twice, but we just couldn’t
be where the deer traveled. So, this year
I am determined to put her in the right
place to harvest her first deer. I have never
been so excited for deer season in my
life. Most of my excitement is because
of Ella’s excitement. She is ready to help
supply her family with meat for the year.
She tells everyone about her crossbow

The building of Ella’s Deer Palace begins.

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers
Buckwheat • Japanese Millet • Proso & Pearl Millet
Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

The Hialeah
Club
Goofy Ridge, IL
Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon
MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens
Room Dividers • Custom Projects

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368
OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays
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217.543.3007

1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133
Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.
Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972
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Chronicles . . . continued
on Monday July 2nd our trip began at
7:30am. We loaded the truck and off we
headed to this little Amish community in
Missouri. I am sure many people have
heard of Rutledge Missouri because of the
large flee market that takes place the 2nd
weekend of the month. When I was 8 and
9 years old grandpa and I would go down
to this sale and camp out for the weekend.
Back then they would sell coon dogs and
guns and all kinds of things. There was a
small flee market at the time which now
my understanding it is nothing, but a giant
flee market. They obviously no longer sale
dogs or guns at auction. We had a lot
of fun back then. I had a little Honda 50
motorcycle that I would take down with
me and wreak havoc on the trails. I always
had plenty of kids to play with.
The only issue I had was my grandpa
was kind of cheap. So, what he would
have me do is go collect soda bottles
and turn them in for ten cents each. I
remember I had to get enough to pay for
our breakfast which was $2.20 a piece.
I would spend a couple of hours looking
around until I found our breakfast money
for the next day. At the time I didn’t like
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what he had me do but now I look back on
it he just made me earn a little money and
know that you have to work to eat. That
may not have been in his mind but that is
what I take from it now.
I always remember grandpa telling me
stories about his adventure to the auctions
each month. He had several friends that
would go with him and on occasion my
dad made the trip. During our trip this time
grandpa told me a story of when him one of
his friends Glenn Siefert and my dad went
to Rutledge for the weekend. It seemed
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every time my dad went there was always
a problem or something would happen.
Well on this trip nothing major happened
and they were on their way home. Glenn
was a smoker and he was smoking a
cigarette on the way home and threw it out
the window. A few minutes later they see
flames coming from the back for the truck.
Glenn pulls the truck over and grandpa
and dad are laughing at Glenn because his
coat was on fire. After getting the flames
out Glenn looks into the truck and there
was my dads new coat. It had caught fire
and burned holes in his coat as well. Dad
stopped laughing after that. Of course, if
you could hear my grandpa giggle when
he tells this story it would make you laugh
until you cried. He is so ornery. I am sure he
is where I get my orneriness from.
There were several stories about his
time in the Philippines during the war,
unfortunately I probably shouldn’t tell
them yet. I really enjoy spending the time

with them and talking about old times and
how things used to be. As we returned
home there was one last stop I wanted
to make. I haven’t been back to the farm
in a couple of years. It is hard for me to
go back there. So many great memories
of days I spent with my grandparents on
their farm. Getting up every morning at
5:00am to the smell of bacon cooking and
knowing It’s time to get up and eat and
go do chores. Those are days that you
just can never replace. There were many
days spent building fences, baling hay and
straw and taking care of all of the animals.
It taught me a lot about hard work and
how to survive off of the land.
As we were getting close to the
farm my grandma pointed out where her
grandmother lived and where her uncle
lived. Ella thought this was the best thing
since sliced bread. So far, she has told
everyone who would listen about where
her great- great grandmother lived and

Leah and Tim after a nice relaxing
evening of catfishing

Zimmerman’s store in
Rutledge Missouri

My nephew Tyler and I with some
nice catfish

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &
Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com
TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS
1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113

3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621

608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR
Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands
available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447
8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell
One of the Peoria Area’s Oldest Watering Holes
Drink Specials Everyday!
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm
Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris
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4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413
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other relatives from the past. As we pulled
up the farm I must admit my heart sank.
There was no garden where there used to
be. The chicken coup was no longer, one
of the garages was gone, no dog kennels,
apple trees were all dead and the house
was sitting empty. The only thing that
remained was the small garage where my
mother had been raised, the big barn, the
house they build in the 70’s and of course
the outhouse everything else was gone.
The house was sitting empty with the
doors open so my curiosity got the best
of me. I just peaked in the window to see
how things had changed. The first thing I
notice is the same curtains are still in the
windows. Looking around I realized not a
lot has changed over the last five or six
years and it just hurt to see that sitting
empty. As time goes by you just have to
keep all of the great memories close to your
heart because things change over time and
we just have to learn to deal with it. The
remaining ride home was a somber ride for
me. My grandparents were on that farm for
more than 70 years. I always thought that
someday I would buy the farm and build a
house on a hill overlooking the Big Creek
Valley. I named this hill when I was a young

kid. For some reason when I went there for
the first time I called it Honeymoon Hill. It
had two majestic oak trees that sit on the
very top of the hill and everything around
it for many acres was a hay field. You
could see the bottoms for what seemed
like miles. I miss that hill and I hope to
someday pay it a visit.
After our Missouri adventure it was
time to start canning. The first thing I do
each year in early July is my homemade
strawberry jam. I have three strawberry
boxes in my back yard and I was hoping
to get enough to do at least 12 to 20 jars
of strawberry jam. That didn’t happen this
year. It seems the cold spring didn’t help
my plants much, so I purchased a couple
of 5-pound bags while I was in Missouri.
If your family loves jam than this is
something you should consider. I usually
only have around $30 in the jam and that
will give me up to 20 jars for the year. We
go through a lot of jam plus I enjoy giving
it away to family and friends. Usually once
they have tried it they are asking for more.
All it takes is a little time. I love
teaching Ella the things that I have been
taught by my mother and grandmother. It
is very important to teach your kids how

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
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to live and thrive off what they grow and
harvest. God forbid we ever have to live
our life like that but for many generations
that is how the world was. Now canning
and preserving your own food is a lost art.
I understand that if you think about all of
the time you put into a garden and the
time spent processing and preserving it
there may not be much of a savings. The
way I look at it is: I know where most of
my food is grown and processed. With all
for the ingredients used to preserve food
these days I feel it is worth your health
to at least supply some of the food you
consume each year. I know not everything
I eat will be grown out of my garden, but I
do know that we eat a lost less food with

all of those preservatives. After getting
some strawberry jam and blackberry
jam completed it will soon be time for
tomatoes, green beans, spaghetti sauce
and tomato juice. It does take a lot of time
but if you’re looking to teach your kids
a life skill it is well worth the time and
effort. Everyone should know how to plant
a garden, keep it healthy and preserve
your food for future use.
May your sunrises and sunsets be
magical!

Ella with her great grandparents, Lyle
and Ellen Courtney in Rutledge MO

Starting to reap the rewards from
the garden

Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza,
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

$.50 OFF ALL DRINKS ON WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Operating since 1991

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP
acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!
HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

A few months
ago law abiding
gun
owners
in a couple
downstate
counties, tired of being blamed for murders in
Chicago, came up with the idea of Sanctuary
Counties for Gun Owners. The idea was to get
county boards to pass resolutions declaring their
county to be a sanctuary for gun owners. These
resolutions urged the lawmakers in Springfield to
stop infringing on our Second Amendment rights.
These resolutions were a protest.
Now there are 26 counties that have
joined the Sanctuary for Gun Owners
movement, with another 14 counties
considering such resolutions map link. If you
live in a county that is not considering such a
resolution and would like to ask your County
Board to consider this, the ISRA has a sample
resolution you can start with. It is time for
gun owners to fight back.
Law abiding gun owners have nothing
to do with Chicago’s crime wave whether
they live in Chicago or anywhere else in the
state. What causes Chicago’s murder rate
is a seemingly unrestrained gang problem

fueled by illegal drugs. This problem is aided
by both the refusal to prosecute these people
and lax sentencing by judges. Plea bargains
and probation for offenders are the order of
the day, every day. It is not the Chicago Police
who are to blame here. Why not go out and
commit a crime if the most you are going to
get is a plea bargain or probation, if you are
even charged at all. A few years ago a study
showed that 88% percent of the murders had
previous criminal records and 80% of those
murdered also had criminal records.
Blaming law abiding gun owners and
firearms is a scam. The purpose of this scam is to
push gun control down the throats of law aiding
gun owners. In Illinois, law abiding gun owners
have a Firearms Owners Identification Card
(FOID) and may also have an Illinois Concealed
Carry License (ICCL). In Illinois, there are nearly
2.300,000 FOID card holders and over 300,000
ICCL holders. They go through a background
check nearly every night (with the exception on
holidays) and whenever they purchase a firearm.
That is approximately 930,000,000 background
checks on Illinois gun owners every year. Gun
owners should be mad. Gun owners are the
800 pound gorilla in the room but they have to

TREESTANDS

be organized. Joining the ISRA will
help with that.
If you have friends and
family who don’t have a FOID
card, ask them to get one. If
you are an ISRA member and need
assistance with obtaining your FOID card, you
may call the office (Monday – Friday, from
8:00am-4:00pm) to schedule an appointment
with Mary. Just to be clear, it takes two
calls. Your first phone call will consist of your
instructions of what you will need to have ready
for your appointment; your second call will be
your initial appointment. These are usually
done on Tuesdays and Thursdays, after 10am.
Remember, this is an ISRA member benefit.
Under the category of if it wasn’t for bad
luck I wouldn’t have any at all, a guy robbed
a Walmart liquor department in Jacksonville,
Florida, but when he tried to escape in the
vehicle he was driving, it wouldn’t start. So,
being an enterprising fellow, he jumped into
a car with a man, cut him with a knife and
demanded the car. The driver pulled out his
concealed carry pistol and the want-to-be
carjacker found himself looking down the
barrel of gun. He yelled don’t shoot me and ran
away. Undaunted, the robber next tried to take
a woman’s car but she retrieved her concealed
carry pistol and once again, the robbery suspect
and now twice attempted carjacking suspect

was again looking down the barrel of a gun.
He fled once again. The Jacksonville Police
Department caught up with this guy. I think
this would-be robber and carjacker is going to
be retired from his life of crime for a few years.
Concealed carry is just a grand idea, isn’t it?
For gun owners, this summer is going to
be a critical time. The attack on law-abiding
gun owners seems to be endless, which
means gun owners must be ready to fight back
everywhere! Everything is at stake in both
Illinois and the entire country. In Illinois, every
State Representative is up for election and
about two thirds of the State Senators; all of
the Constitutional Officers are up for election.
While all are important for protecting your
gun rights, the most important of those is
the Governor and Attorney General. It is of
utmost importance that Governor Rauner is reelected. He has stepped to the plate for gun
owners like no other Governor, in my memory.
If you are a gun owner and not registered
to vote, you are not helping. Your vote counts
more than ever before. If you don’t vote
pro-gun you are helping the other side. Go
register today.
The more concealed carry permits we
have, the more the scum of America is forced
to crawl back under their rocks. In Washington
State, some miscreant entered a Walmart
and started shooting. There he was met not
only by one, but two armed citizens, and one
of them shot him Dead Right There (DRT).

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.

Introducing:

LOCKJAWZ

ISRA.org
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Earlier, the offender had carjacked someone
and critically wounded the driver. The criminal
is exactly where he needs to be - on a slab in
the morgue. The armed citizen not only saved
the county and State of Washington a lot of
money, he cleaned up the gene pool as well.
On the 5th of July, 1776, the people of
Philadelphia woke up to another sweltering
day of the summer heat wave, but it wasn’t just
another day. John Dunlap’s print shop had been
working through the night printing 200 copies of
a document that had been rushed over from the
Pennsylvania State House where the Second
Continental Congress was convened. Soon
the citizens of Philadelphia were reading the
Declaration of Independence, a document that
was, and still is, changing the political face of
the planet.
On July 6th, the Pennsylvania Evening Post
had printed the Declaration of Independence.
Couriers were sent carrying the Declaration
throughout the American Colonies. Within a
few days most newspapers had printed the
Declaration. On July 9th, George Washington
ordered the Declaration be read to the troops.
The great American Experiment had begun 242 years ago.
The men who signed the Declaration of
Independence pledged their lives, their fortunes
and their sacred honor. Most of them paid every
one of those things. Thomas Jefferson hung
on by a financier thread. Eventually, Jefferson
was forced to sell his personal library to the
U.S. Government just to survive. It became the
basis for the Library of Congress.
The ideas in the Declaration of
Independence were implemented as the
basis for the United States Government in the
Constitution of the United States, the greatest
country the world has ever seen. Now both of
those great documents and our democracy are
under full attack by those who want the bread
but don’t want to sow the wheat, harvest it,
mill it or bake it. The “wanters” will soon turn
into takers. This national trial will be played
out among us before our very eyes.
The 4th of July is one of several mile posts
on the way to the Midterm Elections. After
the 4th we see increased activity in election
campaigns. The county fairs and, of course,
the State Fair will be visited by candidates
for all offices competing for attention against
Aunt Minnie’s canned peaches and cousin
Henry’s prize pig.
The next mile post is Labor Day.
Candidates will be in the Labor Day parade
and then the activity level, particularly in your
mail box, starts to increase. The TV, radio and
newspaper ads start to appear. Candidates
will begin publishing endorsements.
When the October 1st mile post arrives,
things begin to get really intense. We will
all be inundated with every type of ad you
can imagine. Yard signs pop up like daisies
and candidates and their supporters start
knocking on doors. The TV and radio ads will
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be relentless. Then suddenly it is November
6th and it will all be over and we will have to
live with the results.
I have been involved with elections
since 1966. I admit that I have a somewhat
cynical view of the whole process but, cynical
or not, the harsh reality is that those who are
elected control our lives. It is incumbent for
gun owners to get involved and help pro-gun
candidates. You may not want to, you may
not like to but, like it or not, the future of the
Second Amendment depends on us doing just
that. I know you might think the election is
a long way off but it is much closer than you
think. The first day to request a mail in ballot
is 8/8/2018. Early voting begins on 9/27/2018.
The United Nations International Action
Network on Small Arms (IANSA) just completed
another week long conference aimed at
disarming you, the American Citizen. Town
Hall’s Beth Bauman reports the reference to
Grassroots groups is very interesting. The
committee’s words: “...controlling and regulating
small arms therefore requires action that goes
well beyond national security institutions. It
includes providing alternative livelihoods for
former combatants, engaging with municipal
governments and the police, working civil
society including grassroots organizations and
community violence reduction programs as well
as local businesses.”
Sound familiar? Of course it does
because it is happening right now. What do
you think the Moms, Everytown, and all the
other local initiatives are really about? The
people who populate these organizations
are wittingly or unwittingly helping the U. N.
and destroying the United States. It does not
matter; they are all guilty. Of course, Michael
Bloomberg, George Soros and several other
holier than thou billionaires are behind it. I
have two U.N. flags which I bought for the sole
purpose of burning the bastards.
The ISRA/NRA Day went very well
despite the incredible heat. Thanks to all who
came and all of the volunteers and companies
who showed up to help.
Congratulations to Konrad Powers! I am
pleased to report Konrad Powers, ISRA High
Power Chairman, has won the NRA Civilian
National Service Rifle Championship at the
National Matches in Sparta. Want to learn
how to shoot high power rifle? The ISRA is the
place. Well done Konrad!
ISRA Range Sighting-In Day
Come out to join us on
Saturday, October 6, 2018
9:30am -3:30pm
Thanks for being a member.
Check out ISRA’s website at www.isra.org!
Follow the ISRA on Twitter and
Facebook.Give the gift of an ISRA
membership. Not an ISRA Member?
Join Today!
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EARLY PEORIANS Carlyle Lake Project
HAD A DREAM
By Norman V. Kelly

Way back before 1845 the little trading village
of Peoria, Illinois had some strong frontiersmen
coming and going. Our early history was a bit
tumultuous which included some attacks by
Indians. We had the French, the British and Spanish
influence here, but throughout it all it was the
American Pioneer and local folks that had a dream
for this beautiful little place along the Illinois River.
It was initially just one square mile and
in 1835 it was called a town. By 1828 the
steamboats listed Peoria as one of its destination
and by 1845 the local folks took a giant step.
Among the mixed inhabitants of 1,619 hearty
souls who carved out their daily existence were
some very talented men. On a bright, sunny
morning, April 21, 1845, one-hundred & ninetyseven of those folks gathered throughout the day
to cast their votes to decide if the little town of
Peoria, Illinois should become a city. Who was
eligible to vote and how all that was decided is
not within our recorded history. Who knows,
maybe 197 folks was a large number based on
those qualifications to vote that the locals set
down. I do know that there were at least a
dozen men of prominence within the city limits
and it was through their leadership that Peoria
managed to expand beginning with the idea to
have a city-wide election.
Of the 197 that voted 35 voted NO and 162
voted YES. Why would someone want to vote
yes…or no? Sure would be interesting to know
what was behind those votes. So once the vote
was in there was paper work to be filed and from
that day on the little village that could began to
grow. Just to give you a perspective, by 1910 the
population of Peoria, Illinois was 66,950 within the
city limits which gradually grew as well. Wow!
On April 28, 1845 the first election was
held, William Hale was voted in as our first
Mayor. Actually for a time there they were
called presidents. Four Aldermen were elected
along with a City Clerk. The first business from
our founding fathers was to make sure that the
landing area for the Steamboat was adequate
because those men knew that if Peoria was to
grow the steamboat would be at the center of all
that activity…and they were right.
Remember there was a vast wilderness and
immense prairie between us and Saint Louis to
the South and the same thing between us and
Chicago. The magnificent Illinois River could get
a person down to Saint Louis and New Orleans
and the traffic on our river was massive during
our struggling early years.
In 1848, Block Six in ‘downtown Peoria’ was
purchased by the city for $300.00 and a city hall
was built. As close as I can figure out that would

be pretty close to what is now the Caterpillar
Headquarters. Wow, a city building, Peoria
was on its way. By 1858, over on Madison and
Fulton, the site where our current city hall still
stands, construction began on a new city hall
that was very impressive. It costs $10,000.00
and it always made me wonder where did they
get that kind of money? Of course there was
growth in the city by then and when I tell you
that we grew up on the shoulders of booze and
beer, I am not kidding you.
The two story brick building housed a council
room and office for the mayor and other city
officials. It included a fire station and a ‘Calaboose.’
It was dedicated in 1859 and certainly the pride of
our new city folks. It was not until 1898 that the
present City Hall was built and thank goodness
it still stands as it did way back there when the
costs to build it was $234,592. Seems we got a
bargain when they built that building wouldn’t you
say? Adjacent to that building the city also owned
what they called a Market House.
I have written a lot about Mayor Edward
Nelson Woodruff, but he was not even elected here
in Peoria until 1903. So just look back from 1845 to
the turn of the century and think about those years
and who among us became our guiding lights?
Who were those men that had a vision for this little
trading village way back when there were multiple
threats from foreign countries and a few Indians as
well? They were pioneers, valiant, hard-working
settlers that came here and were stunned by the
beauty of this marvelous valley and the magnificent
Illinois River. Our very existence was cemented by
the breweries and the distilleries that were built
and maintained by forward looking business men.
Among our early buildings were the dry
good stores and dozens of other early business
men that took a chance on the fledgling little city.
Our early days produced great leaders like Mayor
John Warner. He was a man among men that
guided folks to make this area the ‘Gem along
the Illinois,’ ‘The Pearl of the Prairie,’ which
became the true ‘Heart of Illinois.’ It all started
from that handful of hearty men and women of
the land, all gathered here to live the dreams
they had for themselves and their families.
By 1940 that tiny village had grown to
105,187 people and 9.12 square miles that
provided for its inhabitants like no other city in
the history of America. How are we doing today?
Editor’s Note: Norm is a True Crime
Writer, Peoria Historian and a monthly
contributor to American Sports Outdoors,
ASOMagazine.com.
norman.kelly@sbcglobal.net

Reserve your campsite today at
www.recreation.gov
Carlyle Lake offers many outdoor opportunities
including: camping, boating, hunting & fishing, hiking,
and swimming. Enjoy miles of bicycle and watertrails,
tours of the mail dam and campground programs!
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MAKE YOUR BOAT READY FOR CATFISH!

By Walt Matan

I fish out of a 1997 Lund 1650 Angler
with a 70 hp Yamaha. The boat is rigged
up pretty well to catch any specie in the
Mississippi, which is right out my back
door. I wish it had a little better storage,
but overall it works well for me since I
mostly fish by myself.
I do a lot of walleye fishing, pitching
jigs, vertical jigging, trolling with spinners
and trolling cranks. I also do a lot of
catfishing. Pitching shorelines, drifting,
dragging bait and anchoring up above
snags and wingdams.
These different techniques require
specific tackle and equipment on the boat.
So whether you are thinking about buying
a new 20 ft. Sea Ark, a deep vee Lund, or
have an old beat up thing that by golly still
floats, here are some tips for you that will
put more catfish in the boat.
Unlike bass fishing, where most

of your time is spent on the bow of the
boat, a catfisherman spends nearly all of
his time in the back. This is your catfish
command area, it needs to be set up so
you can easily grab rods, be comfortable
and not fumble around when a catfish
bites!
Anchoring
Anchoring is very important. You’ll
need a the right anchor and at least 50 ft.
of rope to get the job done. I have an old
Digger anchor I’ve been using for a long
time, that never fails. For proper anchoring
you need a cleat located on the center of
the bow so the boat pulls straight. You
don’t want I tied to the side, you should
never anchor of the back unless you are
double anchoring. Most anchors work
best if you have a chain attached to them,
this allows for the front to dip and the

claws to engage bottom.
When anchoring in a river you’ll need
to get far enough above the area you
intend to fish and let out enough line so the
boat drifts down to the spot. If you need to
swing the boat right or left to reposition,
turn your motor all the way right or left.
If the wind is blowing the opposite way
of the current, causing the boat to move
around, use a drift sock off the back of the
boat. The current will lock the boat back in
place. If you can’t afford a $50 drift sock,
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grab and old 5 gallon bucket, drill some
holes in the bottom and tie off 10 ft. of
rope to the handle. This hillbilly special
will get you by.
Electronics
No matter what kind of boat you have,
electronics are key. Get the best GPS/
locator you can buy and get map chips of
the areas you intend to fish. I’ve got three
locators on my little boat, one on the bow
that feeds to the trolling motor transducer
and lets me know what is happening up
front, there are two on the console, one
is for GPS and the other used as a locator.
I also use these locators for icefishing,

If you rig your boat right, the fishing is easy!

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • October 1 thru April 15

Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

a division of

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

(618) 845-3367

rippinlips.net

www.rippinlips.net

See our entire product line:
customjigs.com
402 Westcor Drive
Coralville, Iowa 52241
800-831-5535
fax: 319-545-3474
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Make Your Boat Ready . . . continued
so they are dual purpose. Normally you
only need one combo unit mounted on
the dash. You can split the screen so you
can see GPS and the locator at the same
time. Down imaging and side imaging is
real handy also as it helps to distinguish
between fish, bait and trees.
A trolling motor is handy, especially
if you plan to drift or troll to cover ground.
I’d suggest you get one that has a built in
transducer and has an autopilot feature
with a separate hand control and anchor
spot lock to hold you in position. You may
want to add a locator on the bow later and
the built in transducer is important.
Rods & Rod Holders
This may sound weird, but most
serious catfishermen get very excited
about looking at their rods in rod holders.
I know that I do. Everything has to be
perfect, proper rod angle, drag set just
right, so when a catfish slams the rod
down it is automatically hooked. The pros
run rod racks of the back the will hold
six rods and then have two to four rod
holders mounted on each side of the boat.
They easily spend more than $2,000 of

rod holders alone. Monster Rod Holders,
Tite Lock and Cisco make stainless steel
machined rod holders for every situation. I
use Berkley, which are polypropylene and
fully adjustable. They work fine for me and
my channel and flathead fishing, but if I
was in Blue Cat country, I’d switch to the
stronger stainless models.
My set-up is pretty simple. I’ll
use Rippin-Lips 7’6” SuperCat ML
models for channel cats. I’ve got
Ming Yang MC 500 baitcasting
reels spooled with 30 lb. Mono.
These are set off the back or sides
depending on boat position to the
area I’m fishing. For Flatheads, I up
the ante to heavier SuperCat 7’6”
MH rods with Ming Yang MC600’s
and 50 lb. Mono.
Regardless of which catfish
I’m after, the rods are set to 60
degree angles so that I can watch
the tips for signs of life. Drag is
set fairly stiff, so the cats can
hook themselves on the Rippin
Lips Circle Hooks I use. If the drag
is locked all the way down and a
giant catfish grabs the bait, it may
bust the rod holders, so I make sure
to test the drags after every cast.

Well, there you have it. A properly
rigged boat is something to be proud of.
Whether you are thinking about getting
new boat (which we all are thinking about
all the time) or just making that old clunker
more fishable, give my thoughts a try!
Walt Matan is the product

August 2018

developer for Rippin’ Lips, Custom
Jigs & Spins and B-Fish-N Tackle. He
lives in the heart of catfish country on
the Mississippi River on the Illinois/
Iowa border. For more information
check out www.rippinlips.net or call
1-800-831-5535 for a free catalog.

Even that old clunker will catch fish when you are rigged right!

• AMISH BUILT •

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

PEKIN BASS
& BOW

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!
BOWS
Mathews • Mission
Bear • PSE
CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission
Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE

Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755
SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661

www.midstatecollisionrepair.com
Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass
Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers
SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair
Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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FISHING FOR
FREEDOM

By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

A couple of months
ago I had the
absolute pleasure
and distinct honor to participate in a weekend
dedicated to veterans of our armed forces.
FISHING FOR FREEDOM (FFF) has been active
in Quincy, Ill for the past 8-years. This a big
deal because there are only 2 other sites in
the country, Fort Hood, Texas and Truman
Lake, Missouri where FFF takes place.
The first weekend of June each year the
entire Quincy region pours their collective
hearts into this event recognizing and
honoring veterans from across the Midwest.
This year the weekend began on Saturday
at the Illinois Veterans Home in Quincy.
Volunteers and sponsors assisted 31 of our
country’s heroes giving them a chance to fish
in the stocked ponds on the property.
That evening the community held a
banquet on behalf of our veterans, honoring
well over 200. But the real focus of the
weekend was to get as many veterans as
possible in boats on Sunday morning for
guided fishing trips.
Dozens and dozens of volunteer guides

made themselves available to help our
warriors spend a few hours relaxing on the
water and letting mother nature take away
the mental, physical and emotional pain of
their time in our service.
According to FFF Quincy Media Director
Randy Gengenbacher, 306 veterans fished
over the weekend at more than a dozen
locations. I was asked to be a guide by my
great friend Bryan Dralle. Bryan has been
heavily involved in the Quincy FFF for many
years. He unselfishly gives of his time, efforts
and his property in support of this amazing
event and these very deserving vets.
It was at his place, Dralle Lake, where I
met the warriors that we were going to fish
with that day. Bryan is an incredibly generous
host. He provided the lake, the guides, the
fish and even had hot cinnamon rolls ready
during the mid-morning break.
I am not sure how the fishing was at the
other venues, but at Dralle Lake it was fantastic.
Each warrior was allowed to keep 3 largemouth
bass for the weigh-in. Every vet brought in their
limit. And as usual, when a group of fishermen
get together the stories were flying.

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL 61734

309-244-8249

VALUE PRICED VEHICLES!

1998 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4....................................................... $550.00
1999 Ford Ranger XLT, Supercab, 4x4............................................. $1,540
1999 Ford F350 XLT, Crewcab, Dually, 4x4, Diesel.......................... $9,960
2001 Dodge Dakota, Quad Cab, 4x4................................................ $4,820
2002 Ford F150 XLT, Regular Cab, 4x4............................................. $5,980
2003 Ford Expedition Eddie Bauer, 4x2............................................ $6,220
2003 Ford F250 XLT, Supercab, 4x4................................................. $6,970
2004 Chevrolet S-10 Blazer, 4x4...................................................... $3,970
2004 Chevrolet Suburban 1500 LS, 4x4......................................... $10,990
2004 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4............................................ $9,420
2005 Ford F150 Lariat, Nascar Edition, Supercrew, 4x2................ $11,960
2005 Dodge Ram 2500 ST, Quad Cab 4x4, Diesel......................... $16,890
2005 Ford F350 Lariat, Crewcab, Dually, 4x4, Diesel.................... $16,220
2006 Chevrolet Trailblazer LS, 4x4................................................... $6,730
2006 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4......................................................... $7,270
2006 Ford F250 XL, Supercab, 4x4, Diesel..................................... $10,470
2006 GMC 3500 Extended Cargo Van.............................................. $3,320
2007 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4.......................................... $15,990
2008 Ford F150 XL, Regular Cab, 4x4............................................. $12,870
2008 Ford F350 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel................................. $24,620
2008 Ford Ranger XL, Regular Cab, 4x2........................................... $7,860

LARGE INVENTORY OF LATE MODEL AND PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
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As a punctuation to this
amazing morning at the Dralle
Ranch, Bryan had arranged
an Honor Guard escort from
Coatsburg to Quincy for the
participants. Several trucks from
area Fire Departments and a
motorcycle club lead the fishing
warriors into Quincy in style. It
was amazing!
This annual event could not
happen without the generosity of
over 120 volunteers and a group
of equally generous sponsors like FARM
& HOME SUPPLY OF QUINCY, REDDOG
SALOON, WGEM, GEISE JEWEL BOX,
MENDON LIONS CLUB and CLASSIQUE
SIGNS AND ENGRAVING.
We need you to consider helping out in
the 2019 Quincy FFF. To volunteer or become
a sponsor contact Quincy FFF through their
website, www.fishingforfreedomquincy.com
or email them at fffquincy@gmail.com. You
can also give them a call at 217-779-3811.
Our heroes deserve so much more than
we can ever give them. This event is the very
least that we can do. God Bless our veterans
and God Bless America.
Top: With warrior veterans on the front row and their volunteer bass fishing guides
behind them, Dralle Lake is a great backdrop to perfect morning.
Bottom: Bryan Dralle, on the left, was our very generous host for the Quincy Area
Fishing For Freedom bass fishing event. (Photo by Mike Roux)

Year-Round Fishing Special $269

NO LIMIT ON CATFISH OR BLUEGILL!
P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com
www.EagleNestResort.com

1-877-EAGLE-01 • 1-731-538-2143

SEASONAL FISHING SPECIAL

MAY 20TH, 2018 – MARCH 17TH, 2019
3 DAYS & NIGHTS STARTING ON THURSDAY
$269.00 PER PERSON
All packages are per person plus tax. Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed.
$75 Deposit per person required. (Deposit is non-refundable)
All packages include Lodging, Boat & Motor, Bait, Gas & Ice.
Complimentary cookout twice weekly during prime season.
Guide Service Available!!!
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IDNR NEWSBITS: JULY 2018

Check
Your
Boat
Registration: The IDNR reminds
boat owners in Illinois to check their threeyear boat registration/decal and renew their
registration if it expires in 2018. Renewing
watercraft registration can be done online
through the IDNR website at www.dnr.illinois.
gov or by phone by calling 1-866-867-3542.
To renew registration, have available the
watercraft’s Illinois registration number, the
first six characters of the watercraft’s hull ID
number, the first three letters of the registered
owner’s last name, and a credit card. As of June
1, 2018, new or renewed three-year watercraft
registrations will expire on Sept. 30 in the
calendar year of expiration. For details on Illinois
watercraft registration requirements and fees,
check the IDNR website at https://www.dnr.
illinois.gov/boating/Pages/default.aspx. Nonmotorized watercraft, including canoes, kayaks,
paddle boats, or sail boards in Illinois, are no
longer required to have a Water Usage Stamp.
Online Dove Permits: Applications may
be submitted for the second lottery by resident
hunters who were unsuccessful in the first
lottery, residents who did not apply in the first
lottery, and non-resident hunters. After the
second lottery permit application deadline on
July 21, hunters may apply for remaining free
dove permits on a first-come, first-served basis
beginning at 8 a.m. on July 28 through Aug. 25.

For more information on dove hunting permit
areas and free dove permits, check the IDNR
website at https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
dove/Pages/OnlinePermitApplication.aspx
New Bicentennial Exhibition at
ISM: The Illinois State Museum has opened
“Bicentennial and Beyond!
The Illinois
Legacy Collection,” a major new exhibition
in celebration of the state’s 200th birthday,
featuring rare and rarely-seen artifacts from
the Museum’s 13.5-million-object collection
highlight the dynamic story of Illinois. The
artifacts from a variety of disciplines include
fine and decorative art, anthropology,
archaeology, botany, history, geology, and
zoology, chosen for the unique stories they tell
about Illinois. The exhibition will be featured at
the Illinois State Museum in Springfield through
next Feb. 3. For more information: http://www.
illinoisstatemuseum.org/content/bicentennialand-beyond-illinois-legacy-collection
Road Closures at JEPC: A park road
improvement/resurfacing project at Jim
Edgar Panther Creek State Fish and Wildlife
Area in Cass Co. will affect access to the site
during the month of July, and will require the
closure of the site’s Prairie Lake and Questing
Hills campgrounds from July 16-27. The road
project at Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA is
scheduled to begin on July 9. Site visitors may
encounter road closures for several weeks

BUILDINGS TO MEET YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!
• LAWN & GARDEN SHEDS
• PORTABLE GARAGES
• PORTABLE CABINS
• PORTABLE STORAGE SHEDS
Free Delivery Within 50 Miles from Point of Purchase

Visit us online at: www.diamondbuildingsllc.com
or Call One Of Our Authorized Dealers Nearest You!
Affordable Auto Repair..........................................................Bartonville, IL............309-642-6776
Affordable Homes & Buildings............................................Bloomington, IL.........309-808-6834
Carnes Trailer World..............................................................Pittsfield, IL................217-242-0180
Diamond Dave’s......................................................................Cottage Hills, IL.........618-258-7999
Diamond Dave’s......................................................................Greenfield, IL.............618-258-7999
Home Town Mowers Plus.....................................................Springfield, IL............217-670-1582
Jerry & Sons Towing..............................................................Central City, IL...........618-532-2052
Morgan’s Storage...................................................................Marshall, IL................217-826-5885
Needmore Store LLC..............................................................Louisville, IL..............618-308-2886
R.P. Lumber Co. Carlinville....................................................Carlinville, IL.............217-854-4702
R.P. Lumber Co. Jacksonsonville.........................................Jacksonville, IL.........217-245-5511
R.P. Lumber Co. Litchfield......................................................Litchfield, IL...............217-324-2016
Ray Justice..............................................................................Decatur, IL..................217-412-1552
Shed Solutions........................................................................Princeton, IN.............618-294-9494

while roadway improvements are made.
Camping Reservations: Summer is a
great time for camping in Illinois. Make campsite
and shelter reservations for many IDNR sites
online through the Reserve America website at
www.reserveamerica.com using a credit card.
Wingshooting Clinics: Wingshooting
clinics will be conducted this summer and fall in
Illinois at IDNR sites, cooperating gun clubs and
hunting preserves. Most clinics are conducted
on weekends. Wingshooting clinics for youth
(age 10-15) and women provide instruction on
safely firing a shotgun at a moving target with
reasonable reliability. Hunter wingshooting
clinics are hands-on, and include extensive live
fire at a variety of clay target presentations on
sporting clays courses specifically designed
for teaching typical hunting situations. For
the wingshooting clinic schedule and more
information, check the IDNR website: https://
www.dnr.illinois.gov/recreation/wingshooting/
Pages/default.aspx
Kid’s Night – Bugs on July 28 at
Dickson Mounds: Bring your flashlights and
lawn chairs for an outdoor adventure during
“Kid’s Night: Bugs” on Sat., July 28 from
8-11 p.m. at the Dickson Mounds Museum,
Lewistown. Using special equipment to attract
insects, entomology expert Jim Wiker will
share his knowledge and teach participants
about the different species of bugs. The
program will be geared toward families with
children ages 5 and up. Registration is not
required. Admission is free.
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Lewis and Clark Program Aug. 1 at
Illinois State Museum: Did you know that
Lewis and Clark spent their first winter here in
Illinois? In fact, they spent more time in Illinois
than any other state, except for North Dakota.
Illinois was the “Point of Departure” for
the Lewis and Clark Expedition on May 14,
1804. Learn more from Brad Winn of the Lewis
and Clark State Historic Site on Wed., Aug.
1 at 7 p.m. during the free talk at the Illinois
State Museum in Springfield. Phone 217-5586696 for more information.
Visit Conservation World at the
Illinois State Fair: Make plans to attend the
2018 Illinois State Fair in Springfield – and to
spend some time at Conservation World on
Aug. 10-19. Conservation World is a 30-acre
park on the state fairgrounds filled with family
activities including fishing instruction, archery
ranges, and expert information on habitat
enhancement, state parks, wildlife, fish, and
forestry. Conservation World will be open
daily from 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. on Aug. 10-19.
Safety Courses: The 2018-19 fall
hunting seasons in Illinois will be here
soon. Check the schedule of IDNR Hunter
Safety Education courses, many of which
are scheduled in advance of the fall seasons.
Classes fill up quickly, so check the IDNR
website for course locations and dates. The
web link for IDNR Safety Education courses is
www.dnr.illinois.gov/safety.
Follow the IDNR on Facebook and Twitter
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PANAMA CITY BEACH OFFERS
EXCEPTIONAL OFFSHORE FISHING
By Jason Houser

Being from Illinois most of our fishing
is reserved for farm ponds, small rivers
and the occasional lake. Bass, bluegill
and catfish are the main targets so when
I was invited to head down to Panama
City Beach to experience offshore fishing,
I jumped at it. It was possible that we

would catch just about anything, but Red
Snapper were our targets.
Arriving in Panama City Beach, my
family along with a couple friends checked
in to our resort, The Sheraton Bay Point
Resort, then took in some of the sights and
great food before calling it an early night

Justin Howard shows off a giant red snapper caught while fishing
with Panama City Inshore.

Charlie’s Cycle Supply
“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”

MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Over 35 Years Same Location!
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

309-995-3319

MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Archery Pro Shop,Bow &
Crossbow tuning & repair,
Indoor shooting range
Custom Concept Arrows, Bait &
Tackle, Pool Hall & leagues,
Bar Video Gaming,
RESTAURANT IS NOW SERVING
LUNCH & DINNER TUES - SAT
& BREAKFAST ON SAT & SUN

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL
Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)

WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

in preparation for what we hoped would
be an amazing time on the water bright
and early the next morning.
Six o’clock the following day found
us on the piers of Sun Harbor Marina
meeting our captain Justin Leake of
Panama City Inshore. Justin is known as
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one of the top fishing guides in the area
and he is also the host of Chasin the Sun
TV on the Discovery Channel.
After quick introductions we were
loaded in the boat and headed to catch
some small fish called Pogies that we
would later use for chumming and bait. A
couple throws of the throw net had more
bait then we would need and we began
the 3-mile ride to one of Justin’s Red
Snapper grounds. This experience in itself
was something new to us Midwesterners.
After a quick lesson on how we should
hook the bait and hearing the simple

The Sheraton Bay Point Resort offered all the
amenities we could hope for.

AC Beer and Bait
Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco
Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL

(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop,
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available &
Much More!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FRIENDLY
CUSTOMER
SERVICE IS
OUR #1
PRIORITY!

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications

OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.
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technique we would use to catch fish
of allowing the bait to drop to the to the
bottom and waiting for a bite we ready to
begin catching fish. And, it didn’t take long.
Within seconds the first fish was
hooked, a Trigger fish. Unfortunately, these
fish were not in season and it was quickly
released. In the next few minutes we caught
several Trigger fish and Gag Grouper.
It didn’t take long though before
the first snapper was in the boat and
measured 18-inches.
The minimum
length is 16-inches, but only a handful
of the fish we caught were smaller than

that. Over the course of the next 90
minutes we caught several fish, releasing
the ones that didn’t meet the minimum
requirements and fish not yet in season.
I would like to say that we fished all
morning catching fish after fish, but I can’t.
The reason I can’t say that is that within
those 90 minutes we had our limit of Red
Snappers. We accomplished what we set
out to do so we pulled anchor and went to
a shipwreck. The “Liberty” had purposely
been sunk decades before and was home
now to all sorts of fish species.
Justin was hoping that we could hook into

one of the giant Amberjacks that calls the
wreck home. But, it was not meant to be.
We did catch a few more red snappers
that we had to release though because our
limit was already met. Running short on
time we decided to call it a day, satisfied
with what we had done.
Returning to the piers we cleaned our fish
and headed back to the resort to meet up
with the ladies who chose not to fish with
us that morning. I hated to tell them the
action they missed out on, but enthusiasm
would not allow me to be quiet.
What we experienced offshore fishing
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was something we will never forget. I
envy those that have the opportunity to
do it on a regular basis. I had always
thought of Panama City Beach as a spring
break destination but it is so much more.
Exceptional fishing, great food, world
class golf courses and so much more
await you in Panama City Beach.
Editor’s Note: For more information
about fishing with Justin Leake visit his
website, www.panamacityinshore.com.
To book your stay at the Sheraton Bay
Point Resort visit
www.sheratonbaypoint.com/

In 90 minutes we are had a limit of red snapper
and a bonus mango snapper.

The author poses with his first gag grouper caught while fishing 3 miles
offshore from Panama City Beach

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

LETZ
HUNT & SPORT
Before you buy your next gun call us!

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed
Same Location Since 1951
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550
cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

815-824-2354

GCR Tire Center

Bridgestone NEW LOCATION!

Firestone

1861 Knox Co. Hwy. 9 • Just off Rt. 34 • Galesburg, IL

We Provide Excellent Quality for
All Cars, Trucks, Trailers & RV’s
• Complete Tire Service
• Wheel Alignment
• Professional Repairs

• Brake Service
• Shocks & Struts Suspension
• Road Service

Specializing In Hard to Find Tires For Your 4x4 or ATV

Phone: (309) 343-1141 • Fax: (309) 343-3490

Layaway Program • Buy, Sell or Trade • Largest Black Powder Selection, Downstate!
Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder
Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment

www.letzhuntandsport.com

3335 East Enos • Springfield, Illinois • Noon till 7 P.M. • Closed Sunday & Monday

217-544-1232

FREE ESTIMATES • PERSONAL SERVICE • QUALITY PRODUCTS

Your Lumber
Store ...
And So
Much More!
406 S. 5TH AVE. • CANTON, IL

(309) 647-0396 • FAX (309) 647-2724
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GUIDE THE YOUTH TO THE
SPIRIT OF THE WILD

August 2018

by:

TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent
I am fortunate beyond
words to have been brought up by loving
parents in the ultimate disciplinary
environment of the outdoor and shooting
sports lifestyle.
As I maximize my quality time with my
grandkids and our Ted Nugent Kamp for Kids
boys and girls, I see myself quite dramatically
in their smiling faces and excitement when
enjoying these positive activities.
With summertime upon us, now is the
perfect time for all concerned parents and
families to push harder organizing such
outdoor activities for not just our own kids,
but also for schoolmates and neighbor kids
to get this powerful hands-on guidance for a
critical True North compass setting in life.
Just this morning my two grandsons
Caeden and Finnigan joined me at the Morrell
3D archery range for our daily aim small miss
small mystical flight of the arrow celebration,
and I am here to tell you, as always, it was
spiritual poetry in motion.
There was no way that any zombie
inducing video game, television garbage
or hand-held apparatus nonsense could
possibly compete with the all-consuming fun
of archery!
Shooting proper feather fletched
cedar target arrows from their ultralightweight recurve bows at close range,
they were putting arrow after arrow into the
pumpstations of unsuspecting critter targets
with serious archery consistency.
Guided and disciplined for absolute

safety, they quickly learned over the
years the proper sequence of procedures
to perform masterful archery. With each
repetitive arrow, they quickly discovered
and honed their instinctual hand-eye
coordination, the whole time imprinting
a sense of individual accountability to be
safe, focused and efficient.
Starting as early as three and four
years old, under the caring eyes of parents
and grandparents, this disciplined procedure
immediately settled powerfully in their
psyche and conscience to form an overall
understanding of such accountability,
knowing all too well that the adults would
not allow anything unsafe or untoward when
shooting arrows.
The same higher level of awareness
takes hold at the firing range when we
discipline them in the demanding challenge
of aim small miss small rifle marksmanship.
Starting off with the learned mechanics
of my old Remington TargetMaster singleshot bolt-action .22 rifle shooting near silent
and recoilless CB caps, the children instantly
fall in love with the immediate gratification
results of a good shot on a tin can.
Much like the important mechanics
of loading and shooting a recurve bow,
the simple demands of a single-shot boltaction .22 rifle drive home the importance of
procedural detail and strike a powerful chord
of individual and independent capabilities for
a young person.
Of course they will still need adult

FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle
Adult Movies & Novelties
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217

409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942
On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!

Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today!
Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week
Open until 9pm during the Summer

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!

more powerfully or positively than the shooting
sports and outdoor fun that they all crave.
Get them off the damn couch, away from
the worthless video and phone-games, and
get them outside where the Spirit of the Wild
will cleanse their soul and stimulate their
spirit! Now that’s a real down to earth recipe
to make America great again!
All donations to Ted Nugent Kamp for
Kids are tax deductible and literally save the
lives of America’s youth!
Ted Nugent Kamp for Kids 4008 W.
Michigan Ave Jackson MI 49202

TedNugent.com
or facebook.com/
tednugent

SESSER SUN MART
CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS
HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am
203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

CARDINAL CORNER

supervision for many years to come, but
teaching and guiding them to perform all the
detailed tasks of the shooting procedures
makes them feel good about themselves and
they quickly learn how discipline and focused
function produces a very positive overall
happiness.
As we conduct our 29th year of the
amazing Ted Nugent Kamp for Kids charity
events in Nebraska, Iowa, Colorado and
South Dakota, where all the shooting sports
and outdoor activities are the core, the
army of volunteers celebrate this incredible
positive impact and upgrade on the youth
of America that fortifies and strengthens
thousands of boys and girls to not just aim
small miss small at the range, but to put that
same effort and focus on everything they do
in life.
Some of the parents of our TNKFK
kids were themselves just kids at our Kamp
way back in 1989, and now bring their own
children to experience this critical upgrade
in quality of life that all began with a crazy
clean and sober MotorCity guitar player
rejoicing the happiness and joys of a hunting
lifestyle.
Summertime is here ya’ all and it is now
that we can get the kids’ attention, and there
is nothing available in life that will impact them

Archery
Check
Station!

PEORIA FLAG
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters!
Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators
920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com
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SCHAEFFER AND UBL WIN PMTT MERCURY MARINE
SUMMER CHALLENGE!!!

Sunny skies and calm winds
greeted the Professional
Musky Tournament Trail
anglers to the scenic
musky filled waters of the
Eagle River Chain of Lakes
in Eagle River, WI on June
23rd and 24th for the Mercury Marine Summer
Challenge. The cool and rain heavy spring made
water level higher, which made locating good
weedbeds and also the muskies a little more of
a challenge to find. Current areas turned out to
be the big attractant for the muskies according
to the many team’s results. A total of 43 muskies
up to 46.50” were registered during this annual
two-day event hosted by the Eagle River Area
Chamber of Commerce.
The winning team of Bryan Schaeffer of
Tomahawk, WI. And Sam Ubl of Mukwonago,WI.
held on to their lead from day one by catching a
total of four muskies that were 40.75”, 39.50”,
38.50” and 31.50”. These two anglers had the
muskies figured out in this tournament because
besides the muskies that they caught the two
anglers had five other muskies on that got off.
Schaeffer and Ubl caught their muskies on
shorelines where current was hitting which
was occurring more than usual because of the

13th Annual Original

higher water conditions. Their muskies were
caught on three different lakes in the chain
on Lake X Lures Toads and bucktails reeled
as fast as they could reel them. Schaeffer and
Ubl`s success awarded them with a first-place
win worth $18,000, trophies and two beautiful
winner rings by Feldstein Jewelers.
In second place were Chris Riebe of South
Elgin, IL. and Matt Snyder of Tower, MN. with
muskies that were 44.75” and 43”. Riebe and
Snyder caught their muskies on SS Shad and
a Llungen Lure bucktail while fishing in shallow
water near lilly pads and lay down logs. In third
place was Ben Michlig of Minoqua, WI. and
Matt Michlig of Milwaukee, WI. with muskies
measuring 43.25” and 37.50” that were caught
on Lake X Toad lures. In fourth place were Jeff
Piazza of Lake Tomahawk, WI. and Mark Lijewski
of Minoqua, WI. with two muskies of 41” and
31.25” taken on jerkbaits off the first breakline.
Rounding out the top five was Kreg Knoll of
Menasha, WI. and Dylan Banker of Hortonville,
WI. that used Medussa’s worked slowly with a
pause occasionally in bright colors and registered
two muskies of 37.50” and 36.75.”
Most of the teams commented on the
incredible hosting of the tournament central
meeting place at this event, Eagle Waters Resort

AUG. 2-3-4, 2018

218 West 1st St. • Bath IL
For Info Contact:
Betty Deford • 309-546-2957

OriginalRedneckFishin.com
Lots of Kids’ Events!

Costume Judging just prior to each Heat at registration tent.
Admission: $3 per day or $5 for both days (Kids 0-15 FREE!)
All net proceeds will be donated to Illinois Homeless Veterans.

ALL ACTIVITIES ON RIVERFRONT
Thursday, August 2nd
Saturday, August 4th
3-5pm: Kids Free Fishing Tournament
6-10pm: Karaoke/DJ

6:30am: Breakfast at the Bath Fire Dept. (menu T.B.A)
10am-noon: Sign in for 3rd Heat
11am: Honor Guard Ceremony
12:30 pm: Little Miss & Master Carp ages 2-7
Friday, August 3rd
3rd Heat: Noon-2pm
10am-Noon: Sign in for 1st Heat
2pm-4p: Sign in for 4th Heat
1st Heat: Noon-2pm
2pm-6pm: Sequoia Drive
2pm-4pm: Sign in for 2nd Heat
4th Heat: 4-6pm
2pm-6pm: Redneck Singing Competition provided 6pm: Redneck King & Queen Carp Contest
by Whiskey Driven Live Entertainment 7pm: Raffle winners & Awards for the day announced
Open to all ages, Prizes!!
8pm-Midnight: Forced Country
2nd Heat: 4-6pm
* Carp tasting on Saturday Afternoon
7pm: Awards for the day announced
Redneck Fishing Tournament brought to you by:
Betty Deford:
8pm-Midnight: Backstabbin Betty
309-546-2957
bettydeford00@gmail.com

on Eagle Lake, as a big thank you is sent out to
them on their well-run establishment and the
entire Eagle River community for welcoming the
PMTT anglers the way they do every year.
Tournament Director Tim Widlacki
thanked all the PMTT`s fantastic sponsors,
especially Mercury Marine for sponsoring
the tournament and the entire trail. Also, the
Eagle River Area Chamber of Commerce for
hosting the event and the great hospitality they
have given us every year. Also, Ranger Boats,
Musky Hunter Magazine, Keyes Outdoors,
Motorguide, Chaos Tackle, Vitaminerals,
Feldstrein Jeweler’s, Morehead Tourism and
all the associate and contributing sponsors.
Please let these fine people know that you
appreciate their promotional efforts in support
of freshwater’s most challenging fish and those
extreme anglers who chase her on the first,
best and only truly national Professional Musky
Tournament Trail circuit, the PMTT.
Our next event will be the Musky Hunter
Magazine`s Late Summer Showdown on Lake
St. Claire August 11-12 in Michigan/Canada. To
obtain more information on becoming a member
of the PMTT, or to view event photo album,
please visit them on the web at www.promusky.
com or call the PMTT office at 815-478-4092.

First Place Brian Schaeffer of Tomahawk,
WI and Sam Ubl of Muckwanago, WI.

Big Fish of the tournament 46.50” Howard
Mushier of Fairfield, Ohio

Back Row Left to Right 2nd Place Team Chris Riebe of South Elgin, IL. and Matt Snyder of
Tower, MN. , Third Place team Matt Michlig of Milwaukee, WI. and Ben Michlig of Minoqua,
WI. Front Row Left to Right Brian Schaeffer of Tomahawk, WI. and Sam Ubl of Mukwanago, WI.

SCHUY-RUSH PARK
225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground
20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins
Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers
Playground
Pavilions

217-322-6628
8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at
Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018
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ON THE WATER
AND IN THE WOODS

LAKE PARADISE
GETS CHANNEL
CATFISH

Jay Kaufman from Little
Grassy Hatchery

by Dave Shadow

davidsha@consolidated.net
licenses and other incomes directly
coupled to the outdoorsmen and women.
In this way a portion of the monies that
we spend on outdoor activities and
fishing comes back to help maintain these
resources for generations to come. When
the opportunity arises, thank a member of
the DNR for their assistance.
It’s Faith, Family, and Fishin

The Department of Natural Resources
and the Little Grassy Fish Hatchery joined
forces to provide Paradise Lake with a
bit of a fishery boost in the form of 6,600
very nice channel catfish. I was present
to view the stocking and impressed with
professionalism of the representative of
Little Grassy Hatchery, Jay
Kaufman. Their handling
of the fish as they travel
is designed to protect and
preserve the health of the
fish. The tanks discharge
the fish directly into the
lake with as little stress as
possible.
These
periodic
stockings are necessary to
preserve the quality of the
fishery and are financed by
the revenues from fishing
Fish entering Lake Paradise

Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

BARNS N BOARDS
Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317
www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers
OPEN:
Mon. – Sat.
5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

Located on Hwy. 24 in
Downtown Astoria, IL

309-329-2929

Jay Kaufman

Nice Channel
Catfish ready
for its new home.
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SHADOWS
ON THE WATER
AND IN THE WOODS

KIDS LOVE
FISHING
DERBY
by Dave Shadow

davidsha@consolidated.net

Kids of all ages of twelve and under
look forward to catching some fish and
having a bunch of fun at the 14th annual
kids fishing derby held at the Ken Walk farm
south of Neoga Illinois. They range from
reasonably accomplished to first-timers
who have yet to catch or hold a fish. For
many of these kids this is a very important
event and will form memories that shape
future decisions and activities. These are
the leaders of the future. They are the
future! These kids and many others like
them will make the decisions that govern
the activities and legislation processes
for many years to come. They look like a

good bunch to me and in them, with Gods
guidance, I place my trust.
The amount of dedication and
effort of the men from the Neoga Grace
United Methodist Church, in memory of
Glenn Buskirk, and for the area youth is
wonderful. Tournament director Dennis
Wendt and all the many volunteers devote
a big effort to put together a function like
this and Ken’s beautiful pond complex is
the perfect setting.
It’s all about the kids! The size or
number of the fish is not relative to the
level of the success of this Fishing Derby.
The sparkle in the kid’s eyes and the
amazement on their faces tells it all. There
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are way too many volunteers involved in
this project to name them all, besides I’d
miss some! Good job guys and girls!
Everyone was a winner in this event
but the Monitors tally shows that in the
age group of six and under: 1st place went
to Noah Strohl with 23 fish – 2nd place to
Terra Schultz having 16 fish and – 3rd place
to McKenzie White with 10 fish.
In the 7-9 age group Celes Schultz took
first place honors with 33 fish – 2nd place
goes to Benji Strohl having 28 fish and –
3rd place went to Brody Strohl with 15 fish.
In the 10-12 age group James
Ballinger and Caitlin DeHault shared first
place both having 23 fish – Carter Lee
placed 3rd with 21 fish.
All the winners got nice prizes for
their efforts and everyone went away
look forward to the event
next year. Good Job kids!
Everyone left with a tummy
full of hot dogs and hearts full
of memories. We’ll praise God
for the beautiful day and the
participants he provided for
this event and the good Lord
willing we’ll look forward to
next year’s event.
It’s Faith, Family, and Fishin

Noah Strohl ready to start fishing

Kids gathered for the 2018 Derby

5700 W. Plank Rd.
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

GREAT SELECTION OF BEER, WINE & SPIRITS.
LARGE VARIETY OF VAPING & E-CIGS,
FLAVORS & SUPPLIES!

SMIRNOFF ICE 6PKS ASSORTED FLAVORS $6.99
2013 Chevy Silverado LT, 4x4, 5.3L Vortec, Ext. Cab, Z71, 1-owner, 50,000 miles......$23,399
(Cocoa not included)
2015 Honda Civic LX, 4-Door, LX, Sliver, All Power, 1-Owner, 15,000 Miles...................$14,999
2013 Ford Escape, 4-Wheel Drive, SEL, Leather, Very Clean, Loaded, 105,000 Miles....$11,500
2011 Chevy Silverado, 4x4, Ext. Cab, 5.3L Vortec, 111,000 Miles, 1-Owner..................$14,999
2006 Jeep Wrangler, 4x4, 4.0L, 6 Speed, Soft Top, Must See, 81,000 Miles.................$15,500

See www.McCormickAutoPlace.com
for more photos and vehicle details!

BULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot
Gambling Machines!
All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!
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SUMMER TRANSITION GILLS

Late Summer Gives up Lots of Big Bluegills for Anglers
By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms & Chris Shannon
Photos by: The Colby Simms Outdoors Team
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

You’ve just got to love a relaxing
day of chasing big bull bluegills in late
summer. Sunfish species like bluegills,
red ears, pumpkinseeds, and their close
cousins, are the most active of all the
panfish species in hot water, so common
at this time of year. After extended periods
of hot weather, action for crappies,
walleyes, trout, and even bass, can drop
off. But, bluegill fishing usually never falls
off and this can be a great time of year for
catching lots of these hard fighting little
bruisers on light tackle.
Anglers are likely to never experience
faster fishing than when chasing bluegills
and similar panfish species. It’s a gas!
And, when targeting big gills, the fishing
can be quite thrilling, since they put up
such a great fight for their size. These
tasty fish readily hammer a wide variety
of offerings. Beat the heat this year
and get out onto the water in search
of big bluegills in late summer as fall
approaches. This transition period often
produces mind boggling fishing action
that even rivals the more popular spring
spawning period, when more anglers ply
the waters for gills and fishing pressure

for this species is much higher.
*Location & Presentation
Late summer location often depends
on the type of water fished. Red hot
action for chunky sized gills can be found
in ponds, reservoirs and lakes, both big
and small. It can be good in large rivers,
moderately sized streams and small creeks
as well, but things like water clarity,
depth, structure, and available cover are
important factors to consider too. Bluegills
can usually be found everywhere in most
waters, but the majority of the bigger ones
will usually concentrate in specific areas.
In waters with plenty of vegetation, lots
of big gills can be found in shallow grass
and weeds all summer, along irregular
shoreline banks, islands and humps, and
across flats. On waters without vegetation
however, it’s common to only find good
numbers of big gills on moderate or deep
offshore structures like points, reefs and
ledges with wood or rocks.
A wide variety of artificial lures and
live baits will take late summer bluegills.
Smaller sized spoons, crank baits, spinner
baits, inlines, and jigs are often all
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productive. Small flies and surface plugs
can be great too. Anytime the bluegill
bite slows down, such as after a cold
front has hit, or times with lots of boat
traffic on bigger waters, live offerings will
usually keep the action hot. Meal worms,
minnows, crickets, grasshoppers, craw
fish, wax worms, night crawlers, and red
wigglers are all good options. Liveys are
usually fished on a jig or a plain hook, with
or without a float or split shot weight,
depending on the situation, but the action
is often faster than with any other species
of fish during the late summer period.
*Tackle & Equipment
Bluegills fight very hard for their
small size, often usually much harder than
other pan fish species. Targeting big gills
on light tackle can be a lot of fun. Light
and ultra light spinning rods and reels are
usually best. While short foot rods have
certainly been used to take lots of big
bluegills over the years, longer rods in the
5 ½ to 7 foot range are best. An angler can
make longer casts with a longer rod, to
cover more water and connect with more
big late summer bluegills.
Long rods also allow for greater
shock absorption, a big plus for battling
big trophy bull bluegills on the light lines
that work so well. They also allow you to
put more pressure on fish, to quickly pull
them away from abrasive or heavy cover
where light lines are more easily broken,
like brush or rocks, or to keep bigger gills
from burying in thick grass or lily pads.
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in late summer and fall, but this time
seems to come and go before you know
it. As always, the only real mistake, is not
taking the time, in this busy and hectic
world, to get out into the real world, the
natural world. Get out there, into God’s
great outdoors, and experience the thrill
of the real world and its wild and perfect
creatures. Don’t let life in the real world
pass you by, get out there…
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COLBY SIMMS is a multiple bass
& muskie tournament champ and
multiple circuit championship title
holder, record holding guide, public
speaker, award winning international
writer and network
TV & radio personality, and Owner
of Colby Simms Outdoors LLC,
offering tackle, professional
promotions, media services,
seminars & public appearances,
and guided trips & fishing vacations in
the U.S., Canada, Mexico &
Costa Rica at: www.
ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or
618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or
colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and
follow them at: www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & www.
facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors .

Fall is a Great Time to
Catch Trophy Fish!

EXCELLENT BEAR, MOOSE AND
GROUSE (PARTRIDGE) HUNTING
Lodge is located in the Heart of Wildlife
Management Units 15a and 15b

*Get Out There
Summer has a way of slipping by far
too quickly, but we make sure to never
miss the late summer bonanza of big
bluegills. We still have some openings
for guided charter bluegill trips and cabin
lodging on our favorite Midwest locations

GREAT FALL WALLEYE
& NORTHERN FISHING

Your Hosts- Brian and Sid Prystanski c/o 415 Parkway Drive, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada P7C 5C6

H&H Fish & Seafood

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”

CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN
Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
(Fish Fried by the Pound), Flathead,
Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded
Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle,
Chicken Wings, Gizzards,
HM Tenderloins & More

www.jnjmarine.com
Winter Hours:
Tues – Sat 12:00pm – 6:00pm
Closed Sunday & Monday
401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL
(across from McDonald’s)

309-543-0062
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By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774
The spawn has come to an end and the
“sight” fishermen have had their fling. Now
the warm water means more aggressive
feeding bass. The more aggressive feeding
bass means greater strike zones. Greater
strike zones mean bass are more readily
willing to chase forage. This scenario plays
right into the strengths of crankbaits. These
baits, as a category, are by their nature
designed to cover more water in a shorter
period of time than the more slowly worked
soft plastic or jig-n-pig combinations that
most anglers are employing at this time
of the fishing season. These two types of
baits actually compliment one another in
so much as you can work located schools
of bass for longer periods once they have
been found by using a soft plastic worm or
jig-n-pig… but here’s the rub… you have to
first find the schools of bass!
   There are certain facts of crankbait fishing
that you have to accept if you are going to
buy into this type of fishing. To begin with
you are going to exert a lot of energy casting
and reeling… casting and reeling…etc. If
you do not want to do this, then worm or jig
fishing is your better choice. By choosing to
fish crankbaits, you are constantly casting
and reeling so this can be a plus when
trying to get a young angler or a beginning
fisherman interested in bass fishing,
because there is always something going
on with each cast of a crankbait.
   Your choice of tackle is important to
properly get the best out of your crankbaits.
You first have to choose the pound test
line you wish to use. This is a major
decision because there are advantages
in using either heavier or lighter lines for
crankbaits. The advantage of heavier lines
is that you have a better chance of getting
your crank back if you hang up in brush.
The disadvantage of using heavier line is
that you do not get the maximum depth
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HEAT OF SUMMER CRANKBAITS FOR BASS
of a diving crankbait on your retrieve. The
fact is that when you look at many of the
deeper crankbait boxes you will see the
dive rating was achieved for certain pound
test line, usually 10 Lb. test. The thinner
or lighter Lb. test line, the deeper you can
retrieve a crankbait since you have much
less resistance of the line cutting through
the water than you will with a thicker or
heavier Lb. test line. In a last thought about
choice of line size for cranking, given good
drag systems on most of the better reels,
you can get by with light line and still get
in good fish if you are fishing water that
offers few snags or hang-ups. But if you are
fishing in thicker cover that may scratch or
damage the line or you are going to hang up
a lot, you will most likely lose both the fish
and the crankbaits with lighter line.
   Also, to properly fish crankbaits you need
a good choice of reel. There was a reel
offered by one Major reel company a few
years ago was dubbed a “cranking” reel and
offered a very slow retrieve speed of 3.8:1.
I remember when this and other models
were being introduced to us and these
reels offered just the opposite of what I
feel is an ideal reel for crankbait fishing.
I won’t use anything other than a 5.3:1 or
greater retrieve ratio, but no faster than
a 6.4:1 retrieve . My thinking is simple…
think of the reel in terms of a high powered
outboard motor on your boat. If you want to
really open it up then you have the power,
but if you want peak fuel efficiency you can

run it at three quarter throttle. There are
times you want the reel to rapidly reel in
the line such as working a sinking crankbait
over cover or grass. On the other hand,
there are times you want to “burn” the lure
back and drive a diving crankbait down to
the maximum depth as quickly as possible
on your retrieve. A very low gear ratio reel
will not allow you do either. Now those
slow “crankbait” reels are now considered
collector’s items since there were not a lot
of fishermen who wanted those attributes.
Another thing about the choice of faster
retrieve reels when using crankbaits is that
you can more easily take up slack line and
therefore better control a hooked fish. Most
bass get off a crankbait when there is slack
line, or a lack of pressure on the line during
the retrieve. Another thing to consider when
purchasing a reel, is the type of handle on
the reel. It should be wide enough to permit
you to easily apply pressure over a lengthy

period of time without any discomfort. And
only you can determine if you prefer a round
or a flat grip on the handle. You will have to
decide what grip style is most comfortable
for you because unlike with working any
other type of bait, you are going to be
reeling constantly during the entire retrieve.
The next important tool in crankbait
fishing is the fishing rod. There has become
a general pattern of thought as to the most
desirable type rod for crankbait fishing. A
number of fishermen over the last few years
have advised a “softer” backbone rod to
better absorb the strike and give with the
fish thus preventing the loss of fish due to
too much pressure from the rod. This is the
reason there are a number of rod companies
that have offered a fiberglass model billing
it as a “crankbait” rod. I subscribe to a
different train of thought as to the ideal rod
for crankbait fishing. I choose to use the
more sensitive, and much lighter, graphite

25 Thunderbird Circle
Litchfield, IL 62056

(217) 324-6031
www.actionpwrsports.com
Like us on Facebook @ Action Powersports Illinois
,

*Offers vary by model. Rebate and finance offers valid on select 2014–2018 new and unregistered models purchased
between 3/1/18–4/30/18. See your authorized dealer for complete details. **Rates as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months.
Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 2.99% APR rate: $29.08 per $1,000 financed; and
with a 60-month term at a 5.99% APR rate: $19.33 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0
down, no rebate, an APR of 2.99% APR for 36 months at a MSRP of $12,299 is $357.62/mo. total cost of borrowing of
$575.16 with a total obligation of $12,874.16. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available.
See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other
qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and
registration are separate and may not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any
time in Polaris' sole discretion. WARNING: Polaris off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for
on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must
be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat
belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns.
Riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional
information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.
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which are very light. In those cases I would
composition rod. I do however agree with
There is no need for a swivel in combination
suggest using a loop knot which achieves the
the need to be able to give with the fish at
with a snap when using crankbaits since
same objective by allowing the bait to have
certain times on retrieve but I believe I can
quality crankbaits on the market today tend
minimum restriction placed on its swimming
achieve the same objective with a slightly
track true with little or no tuning and there is
action. In the selection of a cross lock snap
lighter action rod and/or a looser drag on
no line twist on the retrieve.
you can get a pretty good idea as to the
the reel. Most of us would agree that the
There are two basic types of crankbaits
strength of the snap as the package usually
ideal rod for crankbait fishing should be
to consider for bass fishing. These are the
provides a pound test rating. If not, then
between 6’6” and 7’2” in length. It is also
“lipped” lures that sink and dive when
be sure to select snaps that interlock when
very important in saving your shoulder and
hitting the water and the other category
closed. Additionally, select an appropriate
wrist by learning to use a two-handed cast
are the baits that float and then dive to a
size snap as you don’t want to get a snap
with a trigger-stick type handled rod. Not
certain depth during the retrieve. The sinking
that is overkill and way too large for what
only does this type of rod keep you from
crankbaits are really very versatile since they
is necessary to do the job. The other real
being so worn out and developing sore
can be worked at either shallow depths on
advantage of a snap is that you can change
joints, but also by distributing the load since
a very rapid retrieve, or fished at greater
baits quickly and get the lure back in the
the longer handle allows you to have better
depth by simply allowing the plug to sink
water for more casts. The best crankbait
leverage to counterbalance the pressure of
to a certain depth by using a countdown
fishermen are those who use a machinegun
a deep diving crankbait on a retrieve.
technique. The models that fall into this
approach in that they keep the lures out of the
Another piece of advice for a crankbait
category, are the lipless crankbaits. The
boat and in the water as much as possible.
fisherman is to use a cross lock style snap
lipless lures started out with early versions
My personal preference in a snap is to use
as a connector to the lure. This gives most
such as the Heddon Sonic the Cordell Rattle
one with a black color. If you*CURRENT
look at the baitSPECIAL*
crankbaits a little extra pivot point and lets
Spot lure. A whole new twist was added by
Used
units
$1800
in the
water it is obvious that8x20
the black
snap
them swim with a bit more
action.
Theas
onlylow as
folks at Rat-L-Trap who added a rattle
- One Trip the
“New”
Units
in
stock
at
our
Peoria
yard
quickly disappears as part of the silhouette
time that a different option may be important
$2,850system so the vibration of a wiggling bait
of the plug and is not a visibleplus
distraction.
is with some of the balsa wood stick baits,
was complimented by a noise release each
tax & delivery
time the pellets hit the side of the plug.
There are few major companies and some
smaller companies that have similar lures
in their line of products. Their popularity is
20 FT & 40FT NEW or USED
not surprising since these baits will catch
fish if you simply throw and wind. Add a
BUY OR RENT
MOBILEMAXX.COM
little8x10
variation by8x15
using a countdown style

STORAGE CONTAINERS

8x20 8x40
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of fishing as well as variations in rate of
retrieve and you get all sorts of presentations
with the same plug. Actually any crankbait
is best as a fish attractor if you realize you
can use it to make different presentations.
Certainly bass on some days will seemingly
strike an old shoe, but on others respond to
some very precise presentations. The group
of crankbaits that float at rest and dive on
retrieve have their own special niche as fish
producers. They all have various types of lips,
which trap the water, but how they react
on retrieve may vary greatly. Two similar
appearing baits may have totally different
dive angles and running depths on retrieve.
Each may also have a much different action
on retrieve. Some may have a tight wiggle
and others with a wider lip have a less rapid
dive rate and a greater displacement of
water with each wide wiggle. In other words,
the lures may simply not come forward as
rapidly when you apply the same rate of
retrieve with the reel because of the water
displacement caused by the different shapes
and styles of the lips on the lures. How is
this a useful thing? To begin with, a slower
moving and wider wobbling action is useful
when fish may be less aggressive feeders.
You are simply keeping the bait in front of the
bass longer. The other natural advantage to
a slower wobble and slower moving bait is

SOUTHERN HERITAGE STORE

CALL TODAY!
309-697-6299

OVER 2000
T-SHIRT DESIGNS!

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX
VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

COME SEE US IN BRANSON!
1819 WEST HWY 76, STE. A
BRANSON, MO 65616

108 N. Commerce Pl. Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299 Mobile-Maxx.com

(just 2 blocks west of Dixie Stampede)

1861

(417) 336-3494
BransonDixieOutfitters@yahoo.com

PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE

ORDER YOUR CONFEDERATE FLAGS AND SHOP ONLINE AT:

www.BransonDixieOutfitters.com

EVERGREEN LAKE & COMLARA PARK
GREAT FISHING:

• Muskie • Crappie
• Bass
• Saugeye
• Catfish • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .

Todd Hodgson
217-473-1009

Gary Hodgson
217-81-7975

• Bait & Tackle Shop
• Camping
• Boat Rentals
• Concessions
• Swimming
• Multi-Use Trails

13001 Recreation Area Dr.,
Hudson, IL 61748
(10 miles N. of Bloomington/
Normal off I-39)

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
BOAT RENTAL
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.

309-434-6770
www.McleanCountyIL.gov/parks
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Heat of Summer . . . continued
in stained or murky water. The displacement
of the water sends out even more vibrations
on which the bass can hone in for finding
a potential food source. Yet other times
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actively feeding bass will readily hit a tighter
wobbling faster moving bait!
Crankbaits and summer go together
because the bass tend to school up at
times and are always more prone to be on
the move. This is where crankbaits are at

their best, being used to quickly eliminate
areas or establish productive areas. When
this is combined with the ability to establish
patterns more rapidly you have a real leg up
on the game of working out the challenge of
catching summertime bass. So this summer,

KAMMOK INTRODUCES THE ALLNEW ROO JR. AND ROO DOUBLE
XL CAMPING HAMMOCKS
Austin, TX. (July 12, 2018) — Kammok,
makers of high-performance outdoor
gear for elevated camping is excited to
introduce the All-New Roo Junior and Roo
Double XL Hammocks to their 2018 line of
elevated camping gear.
Built for camping and backyard play,
the Roo Jr. is sized for the smallest campers
in your crew – under 54” in height. Its tearresistant and water-repellent fabric is ready
for rough-and-tumble adventures. Packing
to the size of an apple, this hammock can
travel with your family for easy hangs
wherever you are.
With an industry-leading load
capacity of 400 pounds and its no-tipping
design, the Roo Jr. sets the standard
in safety. Though shorter in length, the
Roo Jr. is built for adventure with the
same features as Kammok’s Roo Single
hammock. MSRP: $49
And for the taller campers, the Roo
Double XL holds two, or more, comfortably
wherever you may roam. At 11’6” in length
and 6’ 6” in width, the Roo Double XL
brings Kammok’s tear-resistant, durable
hammock design to new lengths. This extra
roomy hammock can hold up to 500 pounds
and features climbing rated components
and LunarWave fabric. The high-tenacity
LunarWave diamond ripstop nylon protects
against tearing and ripping, resulting in the
highest weight capacity of any hammock in
its category. MSRP: $109
For more information about Kammok
visit kammok.com.
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try some of what we’ve discussed and you
too could be a more productive fisherman
during the dog days of August! Until next
month, Good Luck, Good Fishing and hope
to see you somewhere on the water!

October 6, 7, 13 & 14, 2018

The Spoon River Valley
Scenic Drive Associates
invite you to come to
Fulton County to enjoy the
natural wonders of the Spoon
River Valley. Featuring Arts,
Antiques, Crafts,
Entertainment, Flea Market
and Lots of Good Food!

About Kammok®:
Kammok designs high-performance
outdoor gear for elevated camping. From
camping hammocks to trail quilts, our gear
is technical, durable, and built for comfort
in the wildest of places. Adventure grade
and better made, all products are backed
by our lifetime guarantee. Kammok is
a member of 1% For The Planet and a
Certified B Corp business. Gear up for your
next adventure at www.kammok.com

309-647-8980 • Email: spoonriverdrive@mail.com
Web: SpoonRiverDrive.org

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!
X590

$1,000
1
off
THE X590 OFFERS ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION,
POWER STEERING, POWER LIFT...ALL AT A GREAT
PRICE!

XUV835R
NEW XUV 835R COMES
WITH HEAT & AIR
CONDITIONED CABS!

3.9% Financing for 60
Months*9a

FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER

FLIGINGER’S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER
1900 S.1900
MAIN
• MORTON, IL 61550
S MAIN
MORTON, IL 61550
309-266-5928
309-266-5928

*
Offer ends 2/28/2018 1 Offer ends 02/28/2018. Prices and model availability may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other ﬁnancing options. Available at participating dealers.9 3.9% APR is for 60 months only. For consumer use only.aSubject
to approved credit on Revolving plan, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other ﬁnancing options. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Valid only at participating US Dealers.

A0E02BYCU2N65753-00043406
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MDC BIOLOGISTS SAY DON’T FEED BEARS,
TAKE PRECAUTIONS WHEN CAMPING
By Dan Zarlenga

St. LOUIS, MO — Several confirmed bear
sightings recently in the St. Louis region,
including in Ballwin, Wright City, Cuba, and
multiple accounts in Jefferson County, show us
that black bears are becoming part of Missouri’s
landscape once again.
Why the increase in sightings recently? The
Missouri Department of Conservation’s (MDC)
ongoing bear research suggest the Show-MeState is currently home to around 350 black bears.
“Most of our bears are found in the southern part
of the state. That’s where the best habitat is,”
said Tom Meister, MDC Wildlife Damage Control
Biologist for MDC’s St. Louis Region.
However, research also indicates the

population seems to be expanding slowly, both in
total numbers and northward. As younger males
come of age, older, established males chase
younger ones out of their territories, putting the
juvenile bears on the move. Seeking food and
mates also compels bears to push into new
areas. This recent uptick in sightings is likely an
indicator of this expansion.
These creatures are part of our state’s
natural history and many people enjoy the
thought of seeing one of these impressive
animals. With an expanding population of
bears, however, comes an increased potential
of bear-human interactions. MDC biologists
suggest a few simple measures can avoid
potential problems.

DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE!
810 Deal St. • Highland, IL

618-654-3813
korte-meats.com

PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
Variety of Bratwurst, Variety of Burger, Breakfast Sausage, Polish Sausage,
Variety of Salami, Variety of Salami Sticks, Bacon, Bologna, Hot Dogs,
Jerky, Summer Sausage and Snack Sticks

While generally not aggressive, like any
wild animal black bears are driven to find food.
It takes a lot of calories to fuel an animal that
typically weighs several hundred pounds. Their
hunger can be especially acute in early summer.
“The bears have been out of hibernation
since spring. Now they’re hungry. They were
dormant for almost six months, and they’re
looking for food. So, we don’t want to tempt
them,” Meister said.
Food, or rather the lack of it, is key to
avoiding conflicts with bears. Meister stressed
not to offer them food, either intentionally
or unintentionally. A bear that becomes
accustomed to obtaining food from humans can
grow aggressive. This could result in problematic
encounters, property damage, hostile behavior,
and ultimately the euthanizing of the bear.
Despite their primary concentration in
the Ozarks, the latest sightings in the St. Louis
metro area confirm MDC wildlife biologists’

While a natural and exciting part of
Missouri’s woods, black bears do not make
good dinner guests. MDC recommends
taking steps to avoid tempting them with
human food, especially when camping in
southern Missouri.
anticipation that bear encounters will probably
increase as time goes by.
Meister suggested the following tips to avoid
issues if a bear has been sighted in the area.
• If you feed pets outside, be sure to bring dog or
cat food in at night
• Keep all outdoor garbage receptacles closed
tightly and locked if possible
• Secure large, outdoor trash bins so they cannot
be turned over

BUZZY’S TACKLE
Quality Tackle • Fishing Permits • Live Bait • Hunting Permits

208 N. Lincoln Dr. • Troy, MO 63379

OPEN: Tues - Fri 8am - 6pm & Sat 8am - 3:30pm
Drop off during Archery season: Sunday 9:30am-10:30am & 7pm-8pm and Mondays 8am-10am
Check Facebook for Weekend Hours During the Seasons!

(636) 528-4060

OPEN:
Mon.-Sat.
at 7am

When you think batteries…............THINK

BATTERIES FOR:

DEEP
CYCLE

Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone,
Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.
We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!
We Accept:

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
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• If possible, keep trash containers inside at
night. Place trash and garbage outside only on
the day of pickup.
• Empty large, outdoor trash bins at least once a
week and wash with disinfectant
“We also recommend bringing bird feeders
in after April,” Meister pointed out. “There’s
plenty of natural food out there for birds to find.
It’s just another attractant that might cause an
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issue with bears.”
These measures will also reduce the risk
of annoyance from more common critters like
raccoons and coyotes.
St. Louis area residents who travel to the
southern Missouri Ozarks on fishing, hunting,
hiking, float or camping trips may have a higher
chance of a bear sighting. The likelihood
is greater still when staying in established
campsites where human food temptations are

CAPE COUNTY PARK SOUTH LAKE
TO BE RENOVATED, MDC INVITES
PUBLIC
TO
COLLECT
FISH
By Candice Davis
CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO -- The Missouri
Department of Conservation (MDC) and Cape
Girardeau Parks and Recreation invite the
public to collect fish from the lake at Cape
County Park South. Work began this week to
renovate the lake as part of Cape Girardeau
County’s Community Assistance Program
(CAP) agreement with MDC to improve
fishing opportunities at the park. MDC
anticipates shallow water to dry conditions
at the lake while it’s drained several feet for
the renovations, which could cause a fish kill.
By inviting the public to collect fish, biologists
hope to avoid a fish kill and encourage
harvest of the fish.
“I’m hopeful the public will come out
and collect as many fish as possible for
several reasons,” said Jason Crites, a MDC
Fisheries Management Biologist. “First, we
want to be sure the resource is used. Second,
I’m anticipating restocking the lake when
renovations are completed, and if the current
adult fish remain, they may eat some of the
juvenile fish that we stock later.”
This fish salvage effort is allowed for in
Rule 3CSR10-4.110 of the Wildlife Code of
Missouri with following special conditions:
The permit is valid only for South County Park
Lake within the South County Park until Sep.
15. All County Park rules and regulations as
well as City ordinances still apply. During the
timeframe of this special permit period, all

MDC and Cape Girardeau Parks and
Recreation invite the public to take part
in fish salvage by collecting fish from
the lake at Cape County Park South
now until Sep. 15.

species of fish may be taken and there are
no daily creel limits for this lake. Participants
may use standard fishing methods as well
as all types of nets including trammel, gill,
hoop, dip nets, and seines. No bow fishing,
spearfishing or any other projectile may
be used. Participants must possess a valid
Missouri fishing permit. No boats or swimming
is allowed. Rules of the county park apply.
“The lake won’t be completely drained,
but it will be drawn down to a point where
the basin of the lake can be sculpted,” Crites
said. “This will reduce the water space
allowed for the fish, consolidating all of the
fish to a limited area and reducing available
oxygen, so we hope the public will come
out and collect these fish, to ensure they’re
harvested and not wasted.”
The renovations may take around two
years, Crites said, depending on weather.
Improvements to the lake include: the
construction of jetties to increase shoreline
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commonly found. Meister outlined some simple
guidelines on averting problems while spending
the night in bear country.
• Never deliberately offer a bear food!
• Keep your campsite clean and free of food odor
• Wash cookware and remove garbage daily
• Do not leave garbage in the camp overnight
• Pack food items in closed, airtight containers
and place them in your car or other secure
place. Keep in mind coolers are not airtight,

and bears often associate them with food.
•
Treat nonfood items such as gum, soap,
toothpaste or deodorant as food. They are
attractive to a bear’s acute sense of smell.
With a few sensible measures, it’s possible
to welcome back Missouri’s black bears as our
neighbors in the wild, without inviting them to
the dinner table.
For more on black bears in Missouri, go
to www.mdc.mo.gov/bearaware.

access for anglers, sculping the basin to
increase depth diversities and improve fish
habitat, adding a lighted walking path around
the lake, an island with a gazebo, a new fishing
dock and ADA compliant parking and pathways.
“All of these improvements will increase
fishing opportunities and help people to
engage in nature at the park,” Crites said.
When construction is complete, MDC will

restock the lake with bass, bluegill, red ear
sunfish, and channel catfish.
For more information on renovations at
Cape County Park South Lake, contact MDC’s
Southeast Regional Office at (573)290-5730
or Cape Girardeau Parks and Recreation
at (573)339-6340. To find nearby fishing
opportunities, go online to www.mdc.
mo.gov/fishing.

BACKWATERS MARINE
4136 Pontoon Rd. • Granite City, IL
sales@backwatersmarine.com

618-931-0919 • www.backwatersmarine.com
Our Prices Won’t Be Beat On War Eagle Boat, Motor & Trailer Packages!!!
War Eagle 648 LDV with 25hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller: War Eagle 648 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate
Floor, Navigation Lights, Bilge Pump, 25hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $9,600.00
War Eagle 860 with 50hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller:
War Eagle 860 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation
Lights, 50hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $14,695.00
War Eagle 754 with 40hp Evinrude E-TEC: War
Eagle 754 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation
Lights, 40hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . .$12,795.00*

OPEN: M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am - 5pm
Other Times By Appt.

WE DELIVER ALL OVER THE MIDWEST! WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD . . . CALL US TODAY!
Custom, All-Aluminum Duck Boat Blinds & Flotation Pods!
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DISCOVER NATURE WITH MDC MDC EXPANDS DEER FEEDING BAN TO
COUNTIES
IN
RESPONSE
TO
CWD
AT FREE CATFISH CLINIC AUG. MORE
By Joe Jerek
18 IN NEMO
By Robert Hemmelgarn

HANNIBAL, MO — Join the Missouri
Department of Conservation (MDC) for
an exciting catfishing experience on the
Mississippi River. MDC invites families to
discover nature at a free catfish clinic at Ted
Shanks and DuPont Reservation conservation
areas in northeast Missouri on Aug. 18.
The clinic will begin at 8 a.m. with basic
instruction on setline fishing techniques,
including a hands-on tutorial on how to
safely set trotlines and bank poles, properly
label equipment, and handle and release fish.
Following a river outing, participants will
attend seminars on catfish biology led by an
MDC biologist, and river fishing regulations
led by a conservation agent, including a howto presentation on using equipment.
“This is a great opportunity for families
to enjoy the outdoors together,” said MDC
Outdoor Skills Specialist Rob Garver.
“Parents will learn right alongside their
kids the ins and outs of river fishing for
big cats. Biologists will be there to help
the participants understand the life of the
catfish, and MDC conservation agents will
be there to help them understand the rules
and regulations of catfishing.
There are many methods for catching
catfish, making this program a learning
experience for both new and veteran anglers.”
MDC offers Discover Nature programs to
help adults and children explore nature and
master outdoor skills together. The Discover

Learn the ins and outs of catching big
catfish on Missouri’s big rivers and lakes
at MDC’s Discover Nature: Catfish
Clinic Aug. 18 at Ted Shanks and
DuPont Reservation conservation areas.
Nature: Catfish Clinic is free and open to ages
10 and older. All participants younger than 65
years old must possess a valid fishing permit,
and participants ages 16 years and younger
must be accompanied by an adult. To attend
this clinic, participants must preregister by
Aug. 1 here: mdc-event-web.s3licensing.
com/Event/EventDetails/157747. For more
information about this clinic, contact Garver
at Rob.Garver@mdc.mo.gov(link sends
e-mail) or 660-785-2420.
Ted Shanks Conservation Area is located
17 miles south of Hannibal on Highway 79,
then east on Route TT. It borders 8.75 miles
of Mississippi River frontage, 4.75 miles of
the Salt River and 2.25 miles of river bluffs.
DuPont Reservation Conservation Area
neighbors Ted Shanks to the north and adds
another 1.5 miles of river frontage.
For more information about fishing
opportunities on this or other conservation
areas, visit huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing.

THE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHING
• Choke & Mechanical
Specialist
• School Trained,
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• Best Recoil Pads
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P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010
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JEFFERSON CITY, MO – The Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC) has expanded its restrictions on
feeding deer and placing minerals for deer to seven new
counties in response to finding cases of chronic wasting
disease (CWD) in or near them. The seven new counties
are: Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, Grundy, Madison,
McDonald, Mercer, and Perry. The feeding ban for these
seven new counties becomes effective July 1.
These seven new counties join 41 existing
counties of the Department’s CWD Management
Zone where feeding deer and placing minerals for
deer is restricted. The Zone consists of counties in or
near where cases of the disease have been found. The
48 counties are: Adair, Barry, Benton, Bollinger, Boone,
Callaway, Cape Girardeau, Carroll, Cedar, Chariton,
Cole, Cooper, Crawford, Dade, Franklin, Gasconade,
Grundy, Hickory, Jefferson, Knox, Linn, Livingston,
Macon, Madison, McDonald, Mercer, Miller,
Moniteau, Morgan, Osage, Ozark, Perry, Polk, Putnam,
Randolph, Schuyler, Scotland, Shelby, St. Charles, St.
Clair, St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve, St. Louis, Stone,
Sullivan, Taney, Warren, and Washington.
According to the Wildlife Code of Missouri, the
placement of grain, salt products, minerals, and other
consumable natural and manufactured products used to
attract deer is prohibited year-round within counties of
the CWD Management Zone. Exceptions are feed placed
within 100 feet of any residence or occupied building,
feed placed in such a manner to reasonably exclude

access by deer, and feed and minerals present solely as
a result of normal agricultural or forest management, or
crop and wildlife food production practices.
“CWD is spread from deer to deer and the
potential for transmission increases when deer are
unnaturally congregated,” said MDC Wildlife Disease
Coordinator Jasmine Batten. “CWD can also spread
when healthy deer come into contact with salvia,
urine, or feces shed into the environment by infected
deer. Placing feed and minerals for deer can facilitate
the spread of diseases such as CWD. Recent research
has confirmed the presence of CWD at mineral sites,
which further supports this ban.”
For the seven new counties, MDC has also
increased the availability of antlerless permits, and
expanded the firearms antlerless portion to help
harvest more deer in the counties and limit the spread
of the disease.
MDC confirmed 33 new cases of CWD following
the testing of nearly 24,500 free-ranging Missouri deer
through its sampling and testing efforts last season.
The new cases were found in Adair, Cedar, Franklin,
Jefferson, Linn, Macon, Perry, Polk, St. Clair, and Ste.
Genevieve counties. These new cases bring the total
number of free-ranging deer in Missouri confirmed to
have CWD to 75.
For more information on the feeding ban, visit
MDC online at mdc.mo.gov/cwd under “Feeding Ban
and Other Regulations.”

200 GMC Sierra 1500, 3 dr, SLE, 4wd,
Extended Cab, Short Bed- $4,900
• Automatic
• 5.3L V8
• 153,317 Miles
2005 Chevrolet Silverado 1500, 4dr, Crew
Cab, Z71, 4wd, Short Bed- $8,595
•Gold
• 5.3L V8 • Automatic
• 152,394 Miles
1998 Dodge Dakota, 2dr, SLT, Standard Cab,
Short Bed- $3,495
• Silver
• Automatic • 3.9L V6
• 139,436 Miles

34

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

August 2018

BOAT CONTROL ESSENTIAL TO
CONSISTENTLY CATCHING SMALLMOUTH
BASS ON OZARK STREAMS

Tommy
Bench landed
another 19inch smallmouth bass on the Gasconade
River in southern Missouri.
Bench guides on the Gasconade
and is regarded as one of the most
knowledgeable smallmouth anglers in the
Ozarks. He has it all together when it comes
to fishing for his favorite species. He is
quick to point out, however, that of all the
factors affecting success when seeking
smallmouth, boat control is often one of the
most overlooked, or misunderstood aspects
of smallmouth fishing, and one of the most
important.
“Lots are of guys are eaten up with
smallmouth fishing,” Bench said. “They
spend countless hours on the water trying
to figure things out. My buddy Aaron Click,
fishes the Meramec regularly. He calls me
often to see what fish on the Gasconade

are biting. It’s amazing to find out how
different the bite is on two different rivers
80 miles apart.”
“All the guys I know in the smallmouth
bass fishing circles are great fishermen,”
Bench continued. “We maintain a website
called Ozark Smallmouth Anglers. It’s
incredible to see the big smallmouth
those guys post almost every day.”
Bench met a lot of his fishing friends
while competing in tournaments.“I met
a lot of great fishermen while fishing
tournaments,” he said. “However, I was
shocked to see how many guys that
simply were not good fishermen. You
can call them weekend warriors or fairweather fishermen, or whatever,” he
said. “I quickly discovered that the better
fishermen are the guys that spend lots of
time on the water.”
As a result of his learning experience,
Bench spends most of his time with a

client teaching them how to fish. “I set
them up with the proper rods, reels, lines
and baits,” he said. “I often demonstrate
how and where to cast as well. Still many
people just don’t get it. They have to be
able to execute the cast and presentation
spot on to be able to catch fish. Quite often
people do not even realize that they are
getting bit. It’s lack of experience and is
really frustrating for some people.”
Bench says customers often ask him
to fish to demonstrate that there are fish
in the river. “When I do catch fish, it is
sometimes more frustrating for clients,”
Tommy said. “They just have to keep at it
to get the intricate details of presentation
figured out.”
Another problem clients face,
according to Bench, is that they live or die
by one tactic. “People see my posts on
social media and key in on one tactic or
bait I used on a given day,” he said. “They

Tommy Bench consistently catches big
smallmouth bass on the Gasconade
River. Boat control is a key element in
his success.

then make a trip and spend their entire
time, or most of it fishing that one bait
or tactic. Often it doesn’t work for them,
because that is not what the fish are doing
on that given day. Fishermen have to be
willing to make changes until they find
what is working.”
Bench has been guiding on the
Gasconade for 11 years and has been with
a lot of anglers in that time. “I love to teach
people how to fish for smallmouth,” he
said. “I often get asked how I know where

A Great Year To Catch Cats And Crappie With B’n’M.
Three “Silver Cat Magnum” Rods for hauling in the heaviest
catfish, and our exclusiveline of “Duck Commander”
Crappie Poles and Rods.
Snag ‘em while they’re hot . . .
at your local retailer or at
www.bnmpoles.com

Post Office Box 231, West Point, MS 39773
Toll Free: 1-800-647-6363 • Voice 662-494-5092
Office Hours: 7 am - 5 pm CST
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fish can be found. It comes from lots of
experience. Too, I skip the unproductive
water. When I plan a 9-mile trip in my
John boat, I pre-determine the spots I will
fish and use my trolling motor to skip the
rest of the water as quickly as possible.”
Many people never figure out where
smallmouth, particularly big smallmouth,
like to hang out. “The drops below shoals
are prime targets,” Bench said. “Big
smallmouth align themselves to be the
first fish intercepting food sources moving
downstream. The holes and structure
below shoals are classic holding spots
for feeding fish.”
“Here is where many fishermen miss
the boat, or the target,” Bench emphasized.
“Drops below shoals often hold downed
logs. Big logs that have been in position
for some time are big smallmouth magnets.
Most fishermen make one or two casts
to these logs, from the wrong position
and float on by, missing the greatest
opportunities of the day.”
Bench insists that anglers can do
everything right, including choice of
equipment and baits, but if they do not
position themselves and their boats at the

right angles in relation to the target where
fish are holding, they are missing out and
missing lots of fish, including the biggest
smallmouth in the river.
“Boat positioning is the key factor to
catching big smallmouth on any Ozark river,”
Bench said. “You can do everything else
right, but if you aren’t in position to present
a bait in the manner that a smallmouth will
see it and eat, you are out of luck.”
Bench carries an anchor in his boat.
“As I approach a target, I drop anchor well
away from it to keep from spooking fish,”
he said. “If I’m targeting a downed log, I
fish the entire length of it. I begin by casting
6-to-8 feet above the rootwad and allowing
my bait to drift up under it. If I cast straight
to it, my bait is well past it by the time it
reaches the bottom. Too, smallmouth are
competitive and aggressive. The biggest
fish normally stage at the upper end of a
log to have first dibs at approaching food.
I gradually work my way down the log,
pulling up anchor and re-positioning my
boat for the next cast.”
Smallmouth bass fishing on Ozarks
streams is phenomenal. Position your boat
correctly and catch more of the big ones.
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EXCEL STORM CAT 230

The new Storm Cat is wide,
deep, tough and fast. The
spacious 102” beam and
deep 28” sides allows you
to fish bigger and rougher
waters and provides a wide
and stable fishing platform.
Thick .150 aluminum takes
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heavy barge traffic. The
Excelleration™ Pad Hull runs
smooth and extremely fast
and will be the leader on the
Catfishing tournament scene.
A full-height and sealed walkthrough windshield protects
from the elements. A 63 gallon
fuel tank provides
miles and miles of
range. For more
information
see
your nearest Excel
dealer.
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THE CRAWDAD CARTEL
By Crystal Routley

It all started something like this. The
family was porch sitting one beautiful
afternoon, when the conversation turned to
the crawdad’s we had caught and brought
home. My sister-n-law was surprised that
we had found some in a near by creek.
She said she and her son had never been
crawdadin’ before. Well, I couldn’t let that
pass. “What do you mean? Everybody has
been crawdadin’.” I said. I just couldn’t
believe there were people out there that
hadn’t at least once in their childhood,
chased a crawdad or two in the creek.
Risking a pinch, even tried to catch them
with their bare hands to impress friends.
Now I would be remiss in my duties as
a writer if I neglected to tell you, this porch
sitting included the story of the day before.
When only my husband, I, and our two

daughters went to the same creek. You see,
I’ve grown up in the woods and such. So, I had
grabbed my creek walkin’ shoes and climbed
in the truck. I had forgotten why one should
wear shorts instead of pants. So, there I was
in my long jeans and old sneakers, with net
and stick in hand. Standing knee deep in the
smooth flowing waters of this creek. Then I
saw a big one! I got excited just like any kid
would! I lowered my net behind him, with
the current floating just right to pull the net
away from him. This way he would swim
backwards right into the net. Then I stabbed
my stick right in front of him!
HE DIDN’T SWIM BACKWARDS!!!!
NO SIRREEEE BOB!!! That Demon crawdad
swam right towards me and up my pant leg!
I squealed like a little girl! My husband says
it was more like caterwauling. My daughters

were no help either! They continued fishing,
not concerned at all for their dear mother
who was being attacked by a vicious Demon
Crawdad! My Knight in tarnished armor
told me to stop stirring up the water but
did come to my rescue. Telling me to hold
still he grabbed my pant leg and shook the
Demon back into the water and went right
back to fishing. My Hero!
Now some of you might think I would
quit after that, but oh no! Now I was out for
blood! That Crawdad was gonna be dinner! If
I could find him. So we waited for the water
to clear. Without moving I looked around
me. He was nowhere to be seen. Then we
continued our hunt, up the creek we walked,
and let the water clear and did it again. We
caught some nice crawdad’s for dinner, but
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never did we see the Demon Crawdad again.
He’s still out there, waiting for round two. He
and I will meet again, I’m sure.
This story however didn’t deter my inlaws from wanting to go. No they wanted
video of said incident. This makes me glad
my husband was too busy hunting crawdads
to video it. I’m a lucky girl.
So, the decision was made that we
would all go the next day to find some more
crawdads’. That day the kids were excited,
and I won’t lie, I was too. So, we gathered our
nets, buckets and our creek walking shoes,
(cause who doesn’t have a pair of those?)
Turns out, my sister-n-law doesn’t, but alas,
some were found. Knowing we had only a
couple nets and a couple buckets, and 8 of us,
we would all have to work together, sharing

EXTREME TERRAIN VEHICLE SOLUTIONS

ARGO DIRECT
Call Mike: 618-588-4444
8565 Rt. 260, New Baden, IL 62265
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the buckets and nets. I think this went over
better with the kids than the adults.
So, then we had to explain, you can’t
just jump in the creek and stir up the water.
Before you get in, look to see which way
the water is following. You’ll want to be
downstream, so the mud will cloud the
water behind you. The crawdad’s hide under
rocks or near them. They also hide near the
bank by the grass and weeds. Oh, and by
the way, they are really really fast. I think
this was mentioned as my sister n law
exclaimed! “Wow! These suckers are fast!”
Laughing we then showed her how to get
her net behind them and the use a stick to

scare them. This way they swim right into
your net. Or at least they are supposed to.
When they swim up your pant leg, it tends
to make you want to pee your pants. (or is
that just me?)
And so it goes. The oldest kid, our
20-year-old son is too cool to hang with us,
he headed farther up the creek. Or maybe
he’s the smart one. The adults trying to
‘Show the kids how to do it right.’ The kids
asking to use the nets themselves, cuz they
know how. So, then the adults were holding
the buckets and the kids were catching
them ‘Fast little suckers’. It wasn’t long
and try as we might to the contrary, we had

WEBB’S VALLEY VIEW CAMPGROUND
OPEN APRIL 1st - OCTOBER 31st
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muddied up the waters. So, then we moved
up stream to try new locations and ‘better’
rocks. Learning as they went, that the bigger
the crawdad, the faster and smarter they
were. So shallower places were better.
We played in that creek for the better
part of two hours. I mean we fished for
crawdad’s. We were wet and giving one
another loads of crap. “Hey I caught a
bigger one than you!” And “Nope. See?
Mine’s bigger?” And “Hey stop moving! I
almost had one!’ And “Is this one too little?”
And the youngest of the group, my nephew
Sam asking. “Can I keep one for a pet?” It
was agreed that a small one with only one

pincher could be kept. Now Sam is pumped
to report that his new “pet” Old Pinchy,
grew back his other claw.
And so it went. Family having a blast
in the simplest way possible, with a great
new adventure to talk about. So, if you ever
have the chance and a couple of buckets
and maybe a net or two, take your kids to
play in a creek. I guarantee, even if they
don’t catch a thing they will have a blast.
Maybe they can even laugh at their mom,
who tends to over react just a little. Either
way, Crawdad’s, Mud Bug’s, Crayfish, or
whatever you call ‘em, are fun to catch and
good to eat.

SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES
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GAMBER COVE

With over 10 well-stocked fishing lakes, miles of
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pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.
Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172
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BLUFFING FOR BIG
BASS AT LAKE
OF THE OZARKS
by John Neporadny Jr.

Bluffs and docks could be a winning
combination for Lake of the Ozarks anglers
this autumn.
“I would start in the morning and hit
as many bluff end docks as I could because
those big fish will come up and suspend
under those docks in the fall,” says James
Dill of James Dill Guide Service and
owner of Crock-O-Gator Bait Company. “I
have caught a lot of big fish on an isolated
dock that other people just blow by.”
Quality bass that usually hang along
the bluff drops during the summer start
suspending when the shad move to the
surface in the fall. The bass suspend
under the bluff-end docks sitting over
depths of more than 50 feet and use the
boathouses as ambush points to pick off
shad. Dill notes this pattern works best
when the water temperature drops into
the 70-degree range from mid-September
to November.
The local guide tempts these
suspending bass with a black 3/4-ounce
Crock-O-Gator Headknocker Buzz Bait with
a gold blade which he retrieves on 17-pound
fluorocarbon line along the sides of the
dock all the way to the front ends. “I wil
start out reeling it pretty fast and then I will
slow it down until I catch a couple,” says
Dill. “You may hit a bunch of docks and not
catch too many but sooner or later when
you do catch a fish doing that it is going to
be a good one.” Most of the strikes occur
on the front corners of the docks although
Dill occasionally catches some fish midway
down the sides of the docks.
The bluff pattern works for Dill on
the whole lake, but when he’s fishing the
lower end he usually throws a Zara Spook
on 14-pound monofilament around the
docks in the clearer water. Dill advises
any angler practicing for a tournament
should run the lake and search a 15-mile
stretch for isolated docks on the bluff
ends. “See how many of those docks you
can find in a certain area,” says Dill, who
warns anglers to avoid fishing those docks

during practice.
Another main lake pattern that
produces quality fish for Dill in early
October involves stair-stepping a jig down
bluff shelves, a structure that big bass live
on year-round. Dill opts for a 3/4-ounce
Crock-O-Gator Reaction Jig or a 1-ounce
football jig in dark colors (brown, green or
black-and-blue) tipped with a bulky plastic
trailer in the same color. He keys on
shelves in the 15- to 18-foot depth range
where he pops the jig off a shelf and lets
it fall quickly to the next shelf. The local
guide repeats the process until the lure
drops off into the channel.
Dill likes to make a milk run of bluff
docks before 10 a.m. and makes about
five to eight casts per dock. Once the sun
rises higher in the sky and starts casting
shadows around the docks, Dill moves
to the back of creeks and coves to target
shallow docks. “If it is quiet and nobody
has been back there you can catch big fish
out of a foot of water,” says Dill.
The buzz bait still produces later in
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the day for Dill if he throws it to the shady
areas of the docks. Then he likes to flip
the buzzer into the wells where the lure’s
buzzing sound echoes off the boat hoists.
“It sends a whole different sound in there
especially on those shallow docks,” reveals
Dill. “When you flip all the way to the back
and you bring that buzz bait and it is echoing
through there, if there is a fish within 50
yards he is coming to eat that thing.”
Swimming a jig along the sides and in
the wells of shallow docks also produces
heavyweight bass for Dill in early October.
Dill advises looking for bluegill keeping a
safe distance from the docks. “If you are
pitching those docks and there is bluegill
that are 4 feet out looking into those dock
corners there is a big fish there,” says Dill.
Bass can be found just about anywhere
under a shallow dock, but the bigger fish

tend to hide in hard-to-reach areas such as
the walkways behind the dock cables and
those small cracks in the flotation. “You
have to hit those spots where nobody else
has hit,” says Dill.
For information on lodging and other
facilities at the Lake of the Ozarks or to
receive a free vacation guide, call the
Lake of the Ozarks Convention & Visitors
Bureau at 1-800-FUN-LAKE or visit the
Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitors
Bureau web site at funlake.com.
Copies of John Neporadny’s book,
“THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing
Guide” areavailable by calling
573-365-4296 or visiting the web site
www.jnoutdoors.com.
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SCTP NATIONAL TEAM MEMBERS COMPETE
AT JUNIOR OLYMPIC NATIONALS
Over 200 junior International Trap and
Skeet athletes converged in Colorado Springs
June 21-29 for the 2018 USA Shooting Junior
Olympic National Championships. Of those
200 young athletes, nine were wearing SCTP
National Team vests: Maddy Bernau, Heather
Broski, Jack Brosseau, Trevor Evelhair, AJ
Nomina, Molly Sheehan, Mark Shields,
Madeleine Taylor, and Tyler Theide (Cole Barrett
withdrew from Men’s Skeet due to illness).
After a week of capricious Colorado
weather that included extreme heat, strong
winds, lightning, and hail, four SCTP National
Team members will be trading their SCTP vests
for a USA Shooting Junior Team or Junior
Squad vest. Consistent with the mission of the
SCTP National Team program as a pipeline for
USA Shooting’s upcoming junior talent Bernau,
Brosseau, and Shields have graduated to the
major leagues. Bernau and Brosseau both
fought their way to silver medals in Women’s
and Men’s Trap, respectively. Their secondplace finish places them on USA Shooting’s
Junior National Team. Mark Shields, with
his fourth-place finish in Men’s Skeet, will be
added to USA Shooting’s Junior Squad. Heather
Broski also made the Women’s Trap final, taking

home the gold medal in the J2 age category
(age 15-17). In addition, Broski and teammate
Jeff Holguin (U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit)
finished 5th out of 21 teams in USA Shooting’s
first Mixed Team Trap Selection Match.
 	 “All of the SCTP National Team members
performed extremely well this week. They
displayed great resilience and determination
in spite of less than optimum weather
conditions. Assistant Skeet Coach Joe Buffa
and I could not be prouder of these athletes. All
of them represented our program with integrity
and professionalism and I look forward to
working with next year’s athletes,” remarked
Head Coach Terri DeWitt.
“All of the SCTP National Team members
performed extremely well this week. They displayed
great resilience and determination in spite of less

than optimum weather conditions. Assistant Skeet
Coach Joe Buffa and I could not be prouder of these
athletes. All of them represented our program with
integrity and professionalism and I look forward to
working with next year’s athletes,” remarked Head
Coach Terri DeWitt.
Next year’s SCTP National Team will be selected at the SCTP
International National Championships in Colorado Springs, July 22-27.
About the Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation
The Scholastic Shooting Sports Foundation (SSSF) is 501(c)
(3) public charity responsible for all aspects of the Scholastic
Clay Target Program (SCTP) and Scholastic Action Shooting
Program (SASP) across the United States. SCTP and SASP are
youth development programs in which adult coaches and other
volunteers use shooting sports to teach and to demonstrate
sportsmanship, responsibility, honesty, ethics, integrity, teamwork,
and other positive life skills. SCTP was developed as a program
of the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) until the SSSF
was created in 2007 to operate SCTP. In 2012, SSSF created SASP
and became the managing foundation of both programs
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WOO’S CATCHING FISH IN
CORNER THE SUMMER
BY WOO DAVES

Hot weather has arrived and now is the
time to look for schooling bass. The place to
find them is underwater structure. You need
to keep your eyes glued to your Raymarine
Axiom with Navionics down vision more in
the next 60 days than you have all year. Not
only is a good map handy but knowledge of
the water you are fishing is very valuable,
whether it is a lake, river, or pond. Knowing
where the deeper stumps, brush piles, deep
points, humps, or ledges are located is a
major key to catching summer bass.
A lot of the places you noticed in the
early year that didn’t have fish on them, you
will note now while watching your Raymarine
these places probably have fish on them, now
that the shallow water action is over. Go back
and check those places looking especially for
bait fish. If the bait is there, the bass are
around close by. But I have caught a lot of
fish out of brush, off stumps and ledges that
didn’t show much bait fish activity. So if it’s a
likely looking spot don’t pass it up.
I have got my deep diving XPS Lazer Eye
Nitro crank bait tied on and a Texas rigged
Old Monster Zoom worm, and a Carolina rig
ready to roll. One other lure you want to have
ready at all times is Bass Pro Shops’ Slim
Dog. Many times you will have a bass blow
up on top and you can fire it to the spot and
hook up.

What I like to do with the XPS Nitro
crankbait is to start out in about 20 foot of
water and throw past the drop or hump as far
as I can, then put my MotorGuide on high 36
and let out about 80 yards of line then crank
it in on a steady medium retrieve. This way
you get the bait to the maximum depth before
you get to the structure and you cover a lot of
water. This is called strolling a bait and it is a
very effective way to cover lots of water.
Now if I’m fishing Zoom’s Old Monster
worm I will go with two different weights.
I like a 5/8 oz. XPS tungsten weight for
covering underwater structures and getting a
feel for what is down there. If I’m catching
fish I will go with a much lighter weight
like an 1/8 oz. weight so I can fish slower.
A lot of times changing weights can make a
difference on fish biting. When I’m fishing
the big worm, this is one time I will go to a
bigger hook than usual with either a 4/0 or
5/0 XPS offset round bend.
One of my favorites, Carolina rigging. It
is time for Carolina riggers to shine, as you
can use a variety of Zoom baits from a small
Centipede, 7 inch Mag11, Old Monster, Baby
Brush hog to the Big Brush hog. You can also
cover a lot of water making fan casts. You
can also use your Bass Pro Shops Enticer
rattling jig as your underwater eyes feeling
for stumps, brush, rocks, etc. If you hit
something that feels good, be sure to mark it
with your Raymarine Axiom, even if you don’t
catch a fish this time. Because the next time

you are fishing that spot
could really produce. I
have found many good
holes over the years with
this method. Bass love
structure and at the right
times it will produce.
Now if you catch a
fish or two with one of
these methods and you don’t get any more
little drop or bend in the area.
bites, go back over the same areas with the
One other tip, be sure to wear your
other methods, at times a different bait will
life vest, drink plenty of fluids, use some
turn other fish on. I’ll even run a heavy 1 ½
sunscreen, and watch out for all the other
oz. or 2 oz. spinner bait through an area if I
folks on the water.
have caught fish there. Many times bass will
I hope all of you catch a lot of fish. If
watch lures go by until something sets them
you need a tow vehicle, please visit www.
off, then they will all bite so if you are in an
hendrickcards.com. May God Bless you and
area that feels good give it time.
be sure to thank a soldier or policeman for a
Another thing I can always depend on
job well done.
is current. If you are riding in your Nitro and
see a water discharge
or get around a bridge
and see current going
by the pylons this
will bunch bait fish
up and is a prime
time place for bass.
While watching your
Raymarine you can
back off from the
pylons around a100
yards or so and find
a school of fish,
www.woodaves.com
especially if there is a
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COUGARS MAKING A COMEBACK
IN SHOW-ME STATE
By Alan Clemons

OFFICIALS WITH THE MISSOURI
DEPARTMENT
OF
CONSERVATION
SAY MORE THAN 70 REPORTS HAVE
THEM BELIEVING THE BIG CATS ARE
REPRODUCING IN THE SHOW-ME STATE.
The reports sometimes are related
with a bit of hyperbole, or perhaps around
a campfire with the aid of a few fingers of
stout branch water.
“I saw a mountain lion down by the
old Johnson property crossing the creek!”
In Missouri, though, those reports are
quite common and apparently believable.
Officials with the Missouri Department
of Conservation say more than 70 reports
have them believing the big cats may be
reproducing.
If so, that would be the first in about 100
years. Missouri is on the territorial fringe of
mountain lion range to the west and north,
in the Midwest. It stands to reason that
mountain lions moving eastward or south
exploring and expanding territory would
show up in the Show-Me State.

Office Address:
1200 S. Broadway
Salem, IL 62881

“We have a running tab of how many
have been cited and this recent one was
the 72nd reported mountain lion that
was confirmed,” AJ Hendershott with the
Missouri Department of Conservation told
KFVS television.
Of the 72 confirmed sightings of
mountain lions in Missouri, the latest
was in April 2018. A diseased cow elk
was killed by a mountain lion in Shannon
County. Genetic DNA testing of evidence
of the mountain lion revealed that it was
related to a big cat sighted and confirmed
in 2012 in another county. This was how
the MDC described it:
Track identification and genetic analyses
confirmed a cow elk, suspected to be
suffering from symptoms of brainworm
infection, was killed by a mountain lion.
Genetic analyses indicate the individual
was a male with a probable population of
origin in the Black Hills of Wyoming, South
Dakota, and NW Nebraska. Analyses also
indicated a genetic match with a male

mountain
lion
that had been
incidentally
captured
by
a trapper in
January
2012
in Reynolds County, Missouri. This is the
first time MDC has detected an individual
mountain lion in the state more than once.
Sightings in Arkansas could indicate
the big cats are moving around through the
Ozark and Ouachita mountains. Sightings
the last few years in northwest Tennessee,
just across the river from Missouri, are
believed to be of a big cat moving along the
Mississippi and possibly out of Missouri.
With their secretive nature, though,
it’s unknown how many mountain lions
are moving through the Midwest into
the Southeast. But it would be outright
foolishness to say they’re not, given
the size of the animals and how much
territory they need when they establish a
home range. An adult male’s home range

is typically more than 100 square miles;
females generally use smaller areas,
approximately 20 to 60 square miles. They
can be found from south Florida west to
the southern Arizona deserts, north to the
Rockies and then east into the thick woods
of the Upper Midwest and Northeast.
Common? Seen often and confirmed?
Not in all areas. But the next time someone
says they saw a mountain lion — long tail,
long body, tawny, head like a cat — maybe
don’t dismiss them outright.
If they say it’s a “black panther,”
though, well, try to not giggle.
Featured image: Missouri Department of
Conservation
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

MULVANY
TIMBER COMPANY, LLC
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3950 Selmaville Rd.
Salem, IL 62881
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CALL: 618.322.5946
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bonded and insured in the state of Illinois.
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HATERS GONNA’ HATE
By Daniel Vinovich

It was one of those perfect mornings,
steam off the surface of the water, a light
breeze from the south, and the gentle
hum of the Minn Kota sounding like
a cat purring as it prowled the edge of
the weed line. I had just had a Muskie
take a swipe at a Top Raider. Sensing it
was going to be a good morning, I moved
the net off the floor and into the holder
where I could get at it quick if I had to.
I had made it a point to be at the ramp
before sunrise so I could possibly have
first crack at the shallow weed bed close
to the ramp. I had taken a few fish off
this bed before, but always at the crack
of dawn.
Twenty minutes after sunrise, it
happened so fast it almost knocked me
out of the bow of the boat. No, not a
fish, but another angler mad because I
had gotten to the weed bed before him.
He cut between me and the weed bed,
a close ten yards away. I think he may
even have hit my bait. I caught myself
with my right hand on the trolling motor
and turned to look at the fella’ that almost
put me in the drink. His passenger turned
and yelled good luck F.I.B. For those of
you that don’t know what the word
F.I.B. stands for it is F@#$%^&# Illinois
B&*$#@#.
Now, I know there are things that
upset all of us, believe me. I spend a lot
of time on the water and it is going to
happen. We have all mumbled under
our breath, amateur, dumb @%$, rookie.
And these are the ones I can put in print.
It still does not make it right. The last
time I looked, the lakes are open to the
public unless it is private. That means
that guides, weekend warriors, and
professional wanna bees all have a right
to the lakes and the fish in them. We
all are out there to get away from the
stress of our everyday lives. So why do
we take the stress with us? I really don’t
care if you caught more fish than me or
if the ones you caught were 10 inches
bigger. If you want to be a competitive
angler, I will tell you how to get started.
Sorry, but club tournaments just beat up
local fisheries and don’t pay enough to
be considered on this list. FYI, a fancy
shirt that anyone can buy don’t make you
a Pro. So, stop pushing the guy in the

small boat with his kids off the spot.
1. Talk to your boss and get about 9 to 10
weeks off work.
2. Get into a boat you can be competitive
in. It should run you between $30,000
and $50,000.
3. Take a small loan out so you can pay
for gas, entry fees, hotel rooms, not
to mention the things that break while
you are 400 miles from home.
4. The last thing is to ask forgiveness for
missing your wife’s birthday, your kid’s
graduation, and Aunt Kay’s funeral.
These are just a few things you need
to take care of, so you better get started
A.S.A.P.
I thought about writing this article
several times over the last couple of
years, but really did not decide to put
it into print until I got to talking with
my buddy. Several years ago, he was
up from southern Illinois to do a little
goose hunting with myself and a couple
of other buddies. We got to talking
about some of the guide trips we had
last season, when he told us someone
had broken out the windows in his truck
as it sat at the boat ramp parking area.
I got to thinking about how you would
have to be some kind of a coward to
do something this rotten over a fish. It
turns out, this is a common occurrence
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all over country. I decided to do a little more
research and found out that vandals are at every
ramp and no one is safe. Broken windows,
keyed trucks, and even 4 flat tires were just a
few of the stories I have heard. Now, I have
been disappointed because another angler may
have caught the fish I have been moving the last
couple of days, but not disappointed for them.
I was disappointed in myself because I could
not get that fish to hit. People catching fish
are what will keep our sport alive. Believe
me when I tell you, there are people who don’t
want us to hunt or fish and they are not starting
rumors, fighting among themselves, or messing
with each other’s property. They have all come
together for a common cause to take your rights
away. That’s it! So, we, as anglers, need to get as
many people interested in our sport as possible.

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
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Email: stucker69@sbcglobal.net
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financing on select Suzuki outboards from 25 to 350 horspower. See your
participapting Suzuki Marine dealer for details or visit www.suzukimarine.com.

1.
Six Years
of Protection
at no extra charge
on all new outboards
25 to 350 HP.

2.

3.

Instant Savings
of up to $800
on select models.
See your dealer
for details.

Attractive low rates
on all new
Suzuki outboards
(OAC).

REPOWER
FINANCE

S&R MARINE

815 E. 15th St. • Beardstown, IL 62618
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It does not matter if they are first timers,
old pros, weekend warriors, or guides.
They all deserve the respect all of us
need to feel good about ourselves.
Sorry, if I have offended anyone, but this
crap has to stop. It not only takes the
fun out of fishing, but it can push future
fishermen away from the sport. I am not
saying you should show everyone the
bait you are catching them on or even
where you caught them, but don’t hold
it against a guy or gal who brags to his
buddy about the day he had or the photo
he hung at the bait shop or posted on
FB. They have that right! I have actually
shut down my FB acct, because I need
a break from people who are Facebook
famous. You know, the person who
dumps on a kid’s photo because he is
not holding the fish correctly or, even
worse, took it home. We are all guilty of
these things, maybe not to the extent of
breaking out windows, or bashing kids
but guilty, never the less.
Most of you know me as a Bass Pro
Staffer, Tournament Angler or fishing
guide, but I am also on the ReadHead
(BPS) Hunting Pro Staff. I will be doing
whitetail hunting seminars at the
Bolingbrook, Illinois Bass Pro Shop for
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the Fall Hunting Classic on August 18th
and 19th. You can check the web for
times. Hope to see you there for some of
the best hunting equipment sales of the
year. I will be in the store all day both
days helping people get ready for the fall
opener. So, stop in and say hello!
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL RELAXING ON
THE WATER!

Come see me at the BPS Fall
Hunting Classic August 18th and
19th in Bolingbrook Illinois

Jeff Peterson with a couple of big Smallmouths.
Thanks to Jeff for the great photo.

8955 West Dam Lane • Benton, IL
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2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL
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PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
Bennington
SX21 Tri-toon

309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!
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Keeping you on the water
since 1964!

ON THE WATER
AND IN THE WOODS

IT’S THE SEASON
FOR SQUIRRELS,
TICKS, AND
OTHER INSECTS

Rt. 48 N • Box 466 • Raymond, IL 62560

217-229-3012 • www.HanksBoats.com

Great Prices on 2018’s!
Lund 1875 Impact
Ranger RT 188

by Dave Shadow

davidsha@consolidated.net
these pesky critters. I despise the buggers. After
finding the first one I get the “creepy crawlies” and
imagine many more that probably aren’t even there.
Spraying down with a good repellent certainly
helps but it doesn’t see to totally eliminate them.
If you’re sitting under a squirrel tree I suggest a
stool instead of sitting on the ground and spray the
ground around the stool. My first post-hunt activity
is a tick examination and a shower. I do this for two
reasons; ticks and poison ivy.
I hunt with several different firearms but
usually start out with a 22 rifle in the early season.
I was wanting a magazine-fed rifle since it’s easier
and quicker to load and unload when moving from
one location to another. My old Marlin is great but
it’s tube-fed, making it rather cumbersome and
slow to unload. I had picked up a Ruger 10-22 a
while back but wasn’t happy with my performance
in getting good groups when target shooting. I
decided it was a combination of my old eyes and
the scope that was on it. Nothing wrong with
the scope, just not right for me. I wear tri-focals
and couldn’t get the focus right at all distances. I
switched to a BSA scope with an external parallax
adjustment and starting getting the right kind of
sight picture and much better groups. There’s not
a squirrel safe in three counties now. Maybe! Try
some squirrel hunting to sharpen your skills and fill
your belly.
It’s Faith, Family, and Fishin

Lucas, Nathan,
dad Rick and
Mike Joseph with
some Irish Acres summer
crappie.Thanks to
Mike O’Bryan with
Remax Traders Unlimited
Commercial for this great
photo. Call Mike at
309-687-5069 for all of
your commercial needs
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I always look forward to the coming of squirrel
season for some fun hunting and good eating. The
weather and the insects try to put a damper on the
fun of hunting during this late summer, early fall,
season however. Squirrel season arrives August
1st 2018 and continues till mid February of 2019.
I haven’t missed an opening day of the season for
many years but my early season hunting is quite
different than that of the later season. It may be
even shorter this year as it seems the sweat bee
population is at a peak. These little critters can
take all the enjoyment out of a hunting trip. Some
repellent works pretty good on mosquitoes but
these little nuisances seem to just lick it off and
look for more. I haven’t tried my Thermocell (insect
repellent) unit to see if it deters them but I will. I
usually hunt an hour or so in the early morning and
again just before sundown. This seems to be good
for both my comfort and the activity of the squirrels.
I’m looking forward to smoking a half-dozen the first
weekend after the season starts. Then if Rosalie
will whip up some biscuits and gravy I’ll again gain
another pound or two. That’s acceptable since she
told me she kinda prefers “rotund” boys!
One aggravation and item of considerable
concern during this season is the presence of ticks
in the woods. These are a special concern since the
may carry dangerous diseases. I was out placing
some trail cameras a couple of days ago and came
out of the woods providing transportation for some
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HOT WEEDY
BASS

By Kevin Wright

As soon as I stepped outside I knew it
was going to be one of those days. It was
still a few hours before sunrise, but the air
was already stifling. It was thick and heavy
and sucked the air right out of you as soon
as you drew in a breath. It was going to be
miserable for sure, but hey, if you let the
weather dictate your fishing time, you just
may never get a chance to go.
I was headed to the strip pits for some
early morning fly fishing action. I would try
to beat the heat, at least get a few hours in
before the sun and humidity beat me down.
Early morning is the best time to go anyway
and after you brave the harsh conditions for
a bit you can have the rest of the day to stay
inside and relish in the air- conditioned air.
There are a few spots that I can get into
that suggest waders and I will have mine on.
Yes, it adds to the heat effect, but I am one
who is not big on wet wading, especially in
these strip pits, where, at times, the shoreline
muck can suck you in. It’s not like I am going in
quick sand by any means but we all know the
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wonderful smell that the muck produces and
how it can penetrate exposed skin. I’ll wear
the waders.
I’m not after one particular species, to a
certain extent, so I will carry two fly rods, a
4-weight for bluegill and a 7-weight for bass.
I do hope I get to use the bass rod the majority
of the time but just in case, the smaller outfit
will give me almost guaranteed action. Yes,
in these pits the bluegill will be small, but
they will be there if all else fails.
One particular cove is perfect for
summertime bass. For the unseasoned eye it
will look nasty, almost unfishable. Covered
in surface weeds as thick as your living room
carpet. Underneath this lush carpet however
it is cool and inviting, perfect living conditions
for largemouth and the prey that they seek.
For bass, this habitat is their air conditioning,
complete with room service. Out of the
penetrating sun and beating the heat.
If you don’t go with a weedless fly, you
will have a miserable day. Same goes for your
leader, knots will be your enemy. Have on both
and you will be picking weeds from your fly
and line after every cast. With that in mind I
chose a weedless deer-hair frog with a 7-foot,
straight piece of 15-pond mono. Depending on
your mood you could use a little heavier piece
of mono. Remember you will have to horse a
few fish out of the thick stuff.

It is just getting light when I get to the
pits. I still have some good time yet before
the sun comes up, but the sweat already
pours. But when its time to start the game
all that doesn’t matter.
The frog slides along the surface. It
looks real, inviting, an easy meal for a bass.
It looks as if none of it is touching water
but the vibrations it produces is enough
to suggest its whereabouts. The bass
underneath the thick carpet will sense the
movement, understand that a meal is just
seconds away.
No matter how many times I witness the
strike it still surprises me. You anticipate the
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strike but never know when it is coming so
you still get a startle out of it. This is why we
fish this type of habitat. It’s exciting stuff!
The bass blasts the green and yellow
frog and it’s the first cast of the day. I give it
a second before I set the hook. I try to get it to
the surface quickly as I would rather not fight
the fish deep down in this habitat. It’s not a big
fish, just a few pounds, but it is a good start.
I admire my catch for a few seconds
before I release it back to its weedy jungle.
I’m sure there are a few more fish in there
that need to be caught. It looks like it going
to be nothing but a bass day. But I am happy
with that. Great adventures to you.

Jonathan (left) and
Jim O’Bryan with a
couple Irish Acres catfish.
Thanks to Mike O’Bryan
with Remax Traders
Unlimited Commercial
for the great photo.
Call Mike at
309-687-5069 for all of
your commercial needs.

WATERFRONT RESTAURANT & BAR
Located at Mile Marker 159 on the IL River
Winter Hours: Open 11am Tues - Sun

Meatsaws • Grinders • Stuffers • Freezer Paper
Jerky & Summer Sausage Seasonings • Casings
Anything & Everything for Home Deer Processing

SHIPWRECK
MARY $10
Bloody Mary with
Lunch on Top!

SAT & SUN ONLY
Like us on Facebook!
Find Daily Specials & Events!
www.kuchies.com

579 Wesley Rd • Creve Coeur, IL

309-427-3000

WE HAVE IT IN ALL STORE LOCATIONS!
ILLINOIS: Macomb, Monmouth, Canton, Galesburg, Kewanee
IOWA: West Burlington

WWW.FARMKING.COM

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!
$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS
2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

46

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

CLIMBING THE ROPE

By: David Herschelman
Staring over the
open deck bridge
at the rocky canyon
floor below was
breathtaking as the height was fifteen
stories high. Two manila ropes suspended
the stage hooks holding the two aluminum
stage planks intended for my walk way for
the day as I worked to prepare the rusty
areas with a wire brush to apply a coat of
red lead paint over these spots to prime
them for a later coat of silver bridge paint.
The problem present was the only way
onto the stages was to climb a suspended
rope over the edge of the bridge down to
the stages below and reverse the process
to exit the predicament!
Although twenty-one years old, the
last time climbing a rope was not present
in my memory!
This Rail Road Bridge
Gang would make a Seal Team blush
(not really) and wimping out of my work
would not be good for both my ego and
acceptance within the group! I reasoned
the fear and adrenaline rush would enable
my climb to be successful – I had no other
choice! Down I went, hoping to be able to
reverse the process later in the day!
Staring at a girder at least twelve
feet high and with no handholds or means
of grasp present other than the lips where
they were bolted together was scary. One
is not conditioned to watching pigeons
fly under your position. My partner on
the stage, a seasoned Rail Road hand
did his best to both train me for safety
and scare the living hell out of me in the
process! Born from humble beginnings,
the prospect of this lifestyle on the road,
living out of a Rail Road Box Car converted
to questionable living quarters was
beginning to seem overwhelming along
with risking my life for the wage earned.
Saving almost every dollar earned
and proving my work ethic to the gang
and Gang Foreman, Jim Bill Matthews,
during this work stint on the L&N Railroad
was my goal. Jim, always unshaven,
missing one thumb (lost while threading a
cable through the block of a Burro Crane)
and without use of one eye (lost from a
piece of metal ricocheted from his blow
from the Spike Maul to the Railroad Tie
Spike) and sporting a Marlboro from his
lips as he drank coffee sobering up from
his previous evenings’ entertainment

was quite a character. He was quite a
charmer and was always on the lookout
for a jealous husband or boyfriend created
from his past affairs while on the Railroad
line! He was tough as nails and could
still do any job he asked of us if needed.
He liked to keep me close as my size may
intimidate those who would do him harm!
Although unique and adventuresome, his
life style was best not to emulate.
This gang, in my estimation, was
the best of the best under the Evansville
division of the L&N Railroad Bridge
personnel. When called to a derailment
where a bridge was involved, the other
maintenance gangs although tough as
nails, knew they were in the presence of
the super tough as we could do their jobs
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and we could do it on top of a
bridge! I will always cherish
my time with the gangs as this
learning experience would
toughen me for the future!
Although trained to work
hard on my father’s small
farm and construction jobs
taken during my summers,
I questioned this lifestyle
and dreamt of a better if not
easier path in life.
Knowing I fall down on
the sidewalk at least once
a year made for great fear
as one misstep in the air
and it will be your last! I
left this work and continued
my education. One of the
most painful experiences
was spending all of my
saved money earned on the
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Rail Road, on tuition and books for what
potentially would be a College Education
of dubious value.
Upon graduation, my first job was to
repossess cars and collect money. My
rationale was that after the Rail Road, I
would need some level of excitement to
keep me motivated! Excitement would
be an understatement but my career in
the finance business with General Motors
was initiated and with a company
car provided (no one in my family had
ever owned a new car). The ability
to learn from successful people both
from within my company and the
customers we serviced has proven
invaluable.
Through determination and
hard work a life was made. To
accept the role of victim or looking
for a handout is not in my genes.
To see those in the hunting game,
particularly Whitetail Hunting,
alter the environment with a long
history of super production of this
magnificent animal with agricultural
and electronic means to make their
hunting success easier goes against
my ethos. To use a technology
that can easily override even the
millions of years of survival instincts
inherent within this animal breaks
my heart! We, as hunters may have
crossed the line from improving the

environment of the Whitetail, to ultimately
manipulating it! To earn my regard,
you must hunt the animal with ultimate
respect for their being, not schedule their
demise with a laptop!
Measuring success in inches may
satisfy some but ultimate respect comes
from the maturity born from hard work in
the endeavor. Climbing the rope makes
you truly appreciative of your success!
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ISRA
RANGE
SIGHTING-IN
DAY
Come out and join us on Saturday, October 6, 2018
9:30am -3:30pm - Ranges 2, 3, 5 and 6.

Hunting season is fast approaching and
each year the Illinois State Rifle Association
(ISRA) allows the public to sight-in their
firearms in preparation for hunting season.
This includes rifles, shotguns, handguns, and
muzzleloading firearms. ISRA or ISRA Range
membership is not required to participate, but
you are welcome to join that day.
The ISRA has experienced instructors and
shooters on hand to assist those who may not
be familiar with their firearm. Archery range is
available!
• $10 per firearm or bow: Includes targets for
rifles, handguns, muzzleloaders, shotgun
slugs, shotguns ^ bows.
•
Shotgun cost includes use of pattering
board. You must use trap loads on patterning
board.
• No Ammunition is available on premises.
• Gunsmithing services are available.
• It is recommended you bring 25 + round of
ammo for each firearm.
• ISRA or Range membership is not required
But please join that day!
The Illinois State Rifle Association (ISRA)
range is located at 1589 North 7000 West Rd
in Bonfield Illinois. Bonfield is located west of
Kankakee Illinois.

Call the membership office for more
details at: 815-635-3198, email: member@
isra.org, see: www.isra.org
Sighting-In Day serves several purposes:
1. 
Safety is of paramount importance.
Experienced instructors make sure each
person knows how to operate their firearm.
Ammunition is inspected to make sure it is
the correct ammunition for the firearm and the
proper ammunition for the game being sought.
2. Sighting-In Day assists hunters in making
sure their shot hits the mark exactly as
expected. An accurate hunter is a safe
hunter.
3. Sighting-In Day helps make sure the game
animals are not maimed, lost, or wasted.
In recent years Sighting-In Day has
seen more casual shooters who are not
hunters attend. Many new shooters, who are
target shooters, show up to gain a greater
understanding of how to adjust their sights
and shoot more accurately.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC * FREE PARKING
www.isra.org

MIDWAY MARINE

SALES, SERVICE & STORAGE
309-343-3810

boatramp@mchsi.com • 703 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401

KRAIG’S GUNS

HOFSTATTER MATERIAL SERVICES
FIREARMS SALES AND TRANSFERS • NEW-USED-TRADES
Black Dirt-White Rock-Sand-Mulch-Decorative RockGrass Seed-Fertilizer-Landscape Supplies- TruckingExcavating, Landscaping, Mowing,
Brush Clearing on Trails, Dams & Levies

Kraig Hofstatter- Owner
205 Center St. Metamora, IL

Located on the West Edge of Metamora

Email: hms@mtco.com

Office: 309-367-6000

WWW.HOFSTATTERMATERIALS.COM

Crestliner Boats

Crest Pontoon Boats

25565 Zier Rd. • Lanark, IL 61046
Email us at millersport@hotmail.com

815-493-6401

www.millerssport.com
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LATE SUMMER TROLLING
FOR WALLEYE
By Jason Mitchell

Have often heard not to fish memories.
When I look back however over my own
fishing career, some of my greatest fishing
memories involved trolling deep diving
crankbaits over deep water. So many
situations from mid-summer on where
traditional live bait locations and tactics just
got tougher. Situations where big fish were
difficult to find until we put deep diving crank
baits behind the boat and focused on deep
contours or in some cases, suspended fish.
Of course, deep is relative but typically,
we were often trolling over twenty to fortyfive feet of water. The popularity of snap
weights, lead core and sometimes wire
has changed the trolling game dramatically
over the past twenty years. As the summer
wears on however, I still find myself going
back to the big billed, deep diving lures that
you can flat line down to deeper depths by
just using thin diameter braided line.
Bigger fish especially, often prefer the
larger profile and water displacement of a
deep diving crankbait that has the mass and

bill to dive to twenty feet or more. A lure that
can touch down in thirty feet of water simply
moves much more water than a much smaller
lure behind lead core or snap weights.
As summer progresses, we often
catch many of our biggest fish trolling deep
diving lures over deep water. The types
of locations we target can vary amongst
different fisheries but typically we find
ourselves contour trolling along some type
of edge. The edges of the old river channel
are often the focus on the Missouri River
reservoirs of Fort Peck, Sakakawea and
Oahe. Deep troughs like the Paris Trench
are often great deep trolling locations on
natural lakes like Leech Lake. Pulling in and
off the deep mud flats is a classic pattern on
Mille Lacs. Shipping channel edges are a
classic location on Great Lakes fisheries.
On many of these locations, we might
be targeting locations in between twenty
and forty feet but we might often be right
next to deeper water. More often than not,
the allure of these locations is not only

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS
Computerized Diagnostics
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proximity to deeper water
but colder water as well
that holds schools of pelagic
baitfish that often need well
oxygenated and cooler water.
Interpreting
your
electronics is crucial but there
are some myths to what to look
for. The key is to find schools
of baitfish on the location
along with schools of larger
predator fish that look like
walleyes. Catching these fish
however is so often related
to timing. There are so many
Trolling deep diving crankbaits on deep structure
baitfish on some locations and
is a big fish tactic come mid-summer.
what is surprising is that some
of our best fishing often happens when we
baitfish move or shift. There is always a lag
quit marking baitfish.
between predator and prey as the walleyes
Imagine massive schools of smelt
are often one step behind. Whenever you
stacking up along a deep ledge for example.
can find fish still on a location as the prey
Doesn’t take long for walleyes to show up.
starts to dissipate, you typically have a great
What happens so often however is that
opportunity, but that opportunity is good a
the fish eat for a very intense window and
short time and then it is gone. The spot is
become more difficult to catch. Typically,
dead the next day. The moral of the story is
bait fish that are getting pushed by predators
don’t fret if you aren’t marking baitfish on a
will school vertically into balls. If baitfish
location as long as the baitfish were stacked
are spread out across the bottom, there
in the location the day before. When you are
are typically no predators pushing those
marking baitfish and predators, don’t give
baitfish. Some of the best feeding windows
up on them and understand that the feeding
however often happen shortly after the
windows are often short and intense.
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These locations often ebb and flow and
are often very effected by wind. A lack of
wind will set up a thermocline at a certain
point and walleyes will often hang just above
that. Strong winds however can pull colder
water up shallow on the leeward side of the
lake and push warmer water deeper on the
windblown side of the lake. Some baitfish
like ciscoes are notorious for stacking up
along the leeward side of points of islands
to avoid any turbulence. Extremely strong
winds can actually pull baitfish up into
shallower water on the leeward side.
The deep baitfish patterns often see a
bulk of the baitfish suspend over open water
that has the favored water temperature. As
these baitfish collide with deep structure,
walleyes often use these edges to pin down
baitfish. Walleyes will often roam over open
water as well, but these fish can be harder
to find consistently on some fisheries. Over
basins and bowls, focus on suspended fish
but along channels and breaks, focus on
the contour. When fish do suspend off old
river channels for example, they are often in
close proximity to the edge.
In most cases, we are trolling multiple
rods and often use planer boards to spread
out lines and to cut a larger swath as we
cover water. I have always been a fan of
the Off Shore Boards as they are simple,
functional, handle a pretty good payload and

I prefer their clips.
The classic lures include the Reef
Runner 800 Series, Rapala Tail Dancer and
the Bomber Long A. All these lures catch
fish but if you are looking for an absolute
perfect deep diving crankbait that catches
fish and runs perfectly true, the Salmo Free
Diver is a lure you will simply fall in love
with. I am to the point where I always start
out with Free Divers in the trolling spread
and almost always have at least one behind
the boat. I personally had a hand in picking
out many of the colors.
Besides simply triggering big fish, the
advantage of deep trolling is that you can
move with the fish and simply cover water.
You can quickly eliminate the dead water.
Tuning in the key locations is the most
important element of this type of fishing
tactic. Once you find the location and fish,
you can fine tune running depth, lure and
color along with speed.
One of the most important aspects of
fine tuning the trolling spread besides how
to follow the contour and when and where
to start and stop your trolling pass is simply
figuring out how high fish will move on a crank
bait. On tough days, you will have to put the
lure right in front of the fish but there are also
many days where it seems like you catch
more fish by fishing five to ten feet above the
fish and making the fish move up for the bait.
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Deep diving lures that have a larger
profile and move more water can be found
by walleye in deep water. These big fish
are often feeding on smelt, tulibee, ciscoe
or some other type of pelagic baitfish.

The new Salmo Free Diver has a
deadly action and incredible dive curve
for reaching extremely deep water.
The best aspect of this lure is that
the lure is hand tuned.

I like to run the lures high whenever possible
as it gives me flexibility with crashing into
the contour and also keeps lures out of snags
and debris that can foul the action of the lure.
These types of locations typically have good
water visibility so if you are in doubt, run the
lures above the fish.
Keep your trolling system consistent
by calibrating your line counter reels with
the same exact ten pound braid so that
everything is identical. I like to keep my
planer board rods high to keep the line from
the rod tip to the board out of the water
but angle my rod tips very low to the water
on rods running behind the boat to keep
my line counters more consistent with my
planer board measurements. If you run your

rod tips high behind the boat, you will have
a ten to twenty-foot discrepancy between
the boards and the rods without boards.
Deep trolling crankbaits simply catches
a lot of big fish come mid-summer and these
patterns often last all the way into the fall.
Many tournaments have been won with
these tactics and are a consistent way to
find and catch big fish.
Editors Note: The author Jason
Mitchell earned a reputation as a legendary
walleye fishing guide before expanding into
outdoor television. Today, Mitchell hosts
the popular outdoor program Jason Mitchell
Outdoors which airs on Fox Sports North and
Fox Sports Midwest. Information can be
found at www.jasonmitchelloutdoors.com.
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SQUIRREL HUNTING SUPPRESSED
By Mark Olis

IF YOU GET MORE EXCITED ABOUT SHOOTING
A LIMIT OF SQUIRRELS THAN YOU DO ABOUT
SITTING IN A TREESTAND ALL DAY, THEN
YOU NEED A SUPPRESSED .22 LR.
Walking beneath the forest canopy, I
could hear chewed hulls raining down on the
dry leaves ahead of me. It’s mid-September
and the leaves are as green and full as
summertime. However, the weekend prior I
located two hickory trees with chewed hulls
littering the ground at the mouth of a steep
hollow. Using the thick foliage and shadows
of dawn I creep within range, deploy
my Primos Trigger sticks and kneel down to
get ready for a shot.
I brought along a secret weapon this
morning to help maintain my stealth. A
suppressed Ruger 10/22. This is my first
squirrel season as a suppressed shooter. I’m
using the same Ruger 10/22 that I got as a
young teenager, but I slightly modified it
to shoot suppressed. I replaced the factory
barrel with a threaded Green Mountain Rifle
barrel. Not only will the new barrel accept
my Thunder Beast Arms rimfire suppressor,
but it is a tack driver, too. I also replaced
the factory trigger with the new Ruger BXTrigger. The easy-to-install drop-in trigger

gives me a crisp 2½ pounds of trigger pull
to make those accurate shots way up in the
tops of hickory trees. To take full advantage
of my suppressor, I loaded the 10/22 with CCI
subsonic lead hollow points. The 40-grain
bullets travel slower than the speed of sound,
so there is no sonic crack when fired. The end
result is quieter than a pellet rifle!
Popping early-season squirrels with a
.22 rifle takes patience. You have to wait for a
clear shot through the thick canopy. However,
with the squirrel’s attention focused entirely
on eating hickory nuts they had no clue I was
sitting in wait. I sat watching as three squirrels
fed in the same tree above. They would climb
way out on a small branch, grab a plump,
green hickory nut and scurry down to a larger
limb to chew the hull from the nutrient-rich nut
inside. Most of the time they lounge on a limb
obstructed from view, but every now and then
one would sit in an opening.
That’s exactly what happened when
a fat gray squirrel stopped to feed on a
limb, leaving only his head open to a shot.
With a quick adjustment of the trigger on
the shooting sticks, I place the reticle of
the Bushnell 3-9×40 scope — dialed up to 9X
— directly behind the eye of the broadside
squirrel and gently squeeze the 2½ pounds

out of the trigger. The trigger breaks clean and
the loud thud of lead on skull echoes up the
hollow, but the blast of a shot did not follow.
The squirrel plummeted to the ground, dead
before hitting the brown leaves. The best
part was that the other two squirrels went
right along feeding, not spooked one bit.
Sitting in the same spot, I collect six
more gray squirrels from the same tree over
the next three hours. Only once did a squirrel
spook and run after I shot. The only reason
it ran was because it was sitting next to the
squirrel that dropped dead from a subsonic
hollow point. However, when the running
squirrel stops 40 yards out on a neighboring
white oak limb to survey the scene, I have the
crosshairs on it, and he too ended up joining
his buddy for squirrel gumbo the next night.
In my opinion, no rifle is better suited
for a suppressor than a .22 LR. With subsonic
rounds you can literally pluck squirrels from
the treetops without disturbing surrounding
critters. As I sat shooting squirrels that
morning I had several hen turkeys walk within
30 yards of me, even minutes after I fired a
shot. Using a suppressor for squirrel hunting
is quite the game changer. I can consistently
sit under a hot hickory tree during the early
season and come close to or get my limit of

August 2018

squirrels without moving.
HOW
TO
PURCHASE
A
SUPPRESSOR: If you love squirrel hunting
with a rimfire and you’ve never thought
about owning a suppressor, then you owe it
to yourself to look into them. A great place
to start is SilencerShop.com. The only thing
these guys do is sell suppressors. They have
hundreds in stock and they walk you through
the entire process of purchasing a suppressor.
They not only take the hassle out of buying
a suppressor, but they can answer all your
questions about which one to buy. And by the
way, many rimfire suppressors sell for $250
to $350, which isn’t very expensive at all.
HEAR THE DIFFERENCE: Want to
hear the difference in a suppressed and an
unsuppressed .22 LR, including the exact
setup mentioned above? Watch the quick
video below.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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This report represents some events
the OLE handled over the weeks of
Jan 15-31, 2018; however, it does
not include all actions taken by the
Office of Law Enforcement.
Northwest Zone – Captain Laura Petreikis
District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis (Counties:
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer,
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson & Whiteside)
CARROLL COUNTY
CPO Jones issued a written warning to a South
Elgin man for failure to wear a solid blaze
orange cap and failure to sign deer permits
during the last CWD season.
CPO Palumbo investigated a hunting accident
that occurred at a licensed shooting preserve
near Lanark. Three Chicago hunters, a guide,
and his flushing Labs were hunting ringnecked pheasants. A pheasant flushed to the
north end of the picket line the guide was
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trying to maintain, and it flew to the south
across the gauntlet. One of the hunters was
lagging behind and off of the line, but he
still attempted a shot at the flying gamebird.
Unfortunately, the other hunters and guide
were in between him and the bird when he
fired. Some of the #4 lead shot he was using
in his 12-gauge shotgun struck one of his
hunting partners in the face, chest, and arm.
The hunting group did not feel the injuries
were life threatening, so they transported the
victim by a privately-owned vehicle to FHN
Hospital in Freeport. He was treated in the
emergency room and released. All hunters
and guide were appropriately licensed and
were wearing blaze orange caps.
HENRY COUNTY
An Orion man used his son’s deer permit to
fulfill a harvest since his son was unable to hunt
this year due to work. The man was cited for
falsification of IDNR records, which is a Class
A Misdemeanor with a suspension of hunting
privileges. He appeared in Henry County Court
and accepted a plea deal from the Assistant
State’s Attorney for the charge of unlawfully
taking a deer. He was fined a total of $359.
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY
A Rock Island man was investigated for using
his son’s deer permit to fulfill a harvest because
he had already used his deer permit. The man
was cited for falsification of IDNR records which
is a Class A Misdemeanor with a suspension
of hunting privileges. He pled guilty to the

falsification and was fined a total of $310.
CPO Francisko completed an investigation
regarding a Taylor Ridge man who was issued
a citation for not reporting his harvest deer
by 10 p.m. the same day it was harvested. A
written warning was also issued for failure
to attach the temporary harvest tag to the
deer immediately upon kill. The man had only
purchased an either sex deer permit, and
he harvested a doe on the opening night of
firearm deer season. He did not want to use
his either sex permit on a doe. The next day he
purchased an over the counter antlerless only
permit and checked the deer in on that permit.
It is against the law to purchase a permit for
use after the fact.
WHITESIDE COUNTY
CPO Palumbo issued multiple citations and
written warnings to a Rock Falls man for the
unlawful take and sale of a white-tailed deer
with the aid of a motor vehicle. The offender
observed a deer out in a field while he was
driving his truck on a dead-end road southwest
of Lyndon. He then left the roadway and took
off after the deer, chasing it through the field,
until he struck the deer with his truck. The
offender then exited the vehicle and hit the
deer in the head with a hammer. The deer was
loaded into the bed of the truck and paraded
around to show it to multiple witnesses. The
deer was then sold for US currency. In addition
to any fines and fees that are incurred, a civil
penalty will be sought for the deer.
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CPO Palumbo issued a written warning to a
rural Rock Falls man for allowing his dog to
run unleashed on the Hennepin Feeder Canal.
The dog left the IDNR property and went
onto private property where it got caught in
a Bridger #3 foothold land set trap. The trap
was removed, and the dog was uninjured. The
trapper had all the appropriate licenses and
permission, and the trap was properly tagged.
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties:
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam
& Winnebago)
DEKALB COUNTY
CPO Alt responded to a TIP complaint involving
an injured deer found by a resident in their
yard approximately four hours after the same
resident heard two early morning gun shots.
This incident occurred the day after deer
season had ended. A two-hour blood track
and neighborhood canvas failed to shed light
on the injured deer. The complainant was the
only neighbor to have heard the gun shots. Due
to deer’s condition, it was dispatched. Closer
examination revealed there were no bullet
wounds in the carcass. The left rear leg was
broken in half with the hind quarters showing
signs of a coyote attack. It was apparent this
deer had been hit by an automobile. The deer
was taken to the IDNR Wildlife Division for
CWD testing and disposal.
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: Fulton,
Henderson, Knox, Marshall, McDonough,
Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, Warren & Woodford)
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Police . . . continued
FULTON COUNTY
CPO Thompson issued a citation and two
written warnings to a Fairview man for an
encounter that took place during the second
firearm season. The violations included failure
to tag deer immediately upon kill, unlawful
transportation of an uncased bow in a vehicle,
and unlawful possession of an untagged deer.
CPO Thompson received a disposition on a case
involving a Vermont man unlawfully taking a
white-tailed deer from the roadway. The man
pled guilty and was fined $550. His hunting
privileges were also revoked for a period of 25
months, and the .17cal HMR was forfeited to
the Department. The deer poached in this case
was donated to the Astoria Meat Market.
KNOX COUNTY
CPO Elliott completed a lengthy boat registration
and title investigation. The owners of a 14-foot
jon boat attempted to register and title their
boat with the IDNR Watercraft Division. Due to
a duplicate Hull Identification Number (HIN), the
request was denied; and an investigation was
initiated. It was later determined the HIN had
been removed from the boat and fraudulently
used in a sale of a different boat in Iowa. It is
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always important to check for a clear, legible
HIN that matches the HIN written on the title
prior to purchase. The owners of the jon boat
have now been cleared to go forth with the
process of registering their boat.
CPO Elliott investigated a report of wrongful
crop manipulation on Snakeden Hollow State
Fish and Wildlife property. After canvassing
the property, CPO Elliott discovered several
areas where crop manipulation took place. He
located scattered grain amongst the debris.
This has created a baiting situation, and further
waterfowl activities have been canceled at that
property for the remainder of the season.
District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties:
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock,
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler)
CALHOUN COUNTY
CPO Goetten obtained information on a Fayette
County subject harvesting a buck in Calhoun
County without a permit, hunting license, or
habitat stamp. CPO Compton assisted in the
investigation by interviewing the subject. A
confession was obtained, and the subject was
cited for archery deer hunting without permits
and the unlawful take a of whitetailed deer.
He was also issued two written warnings, and
the buck was seized.
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CPO Goetten closed a report documenting
the arrest of a hunter who harvested three
antlered deer in a single season. The subject
pled guilty to one charge, and his fine/costs
totaled $1,117.
GREENE COUNTY
CPO Goetten closed a report documenting the
arrest of a nonresident deer hunter hunting
without a permit and hunting deer over a pile
of corn. The subject pled guilty to one charge,
and his fine/costs totaled $2,000.
CPO Goetten investigated a Minnesota subject
for falsifying residency to obtain resident deer
permits. The subject additionally harvested a
deer before purchasing the permits. He was
cited for falsifying residency and archery deer
hunting without permits.
CPO Goetten investigated a subject for
harvesting a buck without a permit. The subject
was cited, and the buck was seized.
JERSEY COUNTY
CPO Goetten closed out several reports from
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2017. Some of the dispositions included: A
subject that was arrested for aggravated battery
and aggravated assault following a confrontation
on the Illinois River pled guilty to aggravated
battery, and he was sentenced to three years
in prison; A violent sexual predator that was
arrested for unlawfully being present in a public
park pled guilty, and his fines/costs totaled $982;
MACOUPIN COUNTY
After an administrative investigation was
conducted, CPO Gushleff cited a subject for
failure to immediately tag deer upon kill. The
subject shot a deer and did not want to use his
either sex tag. He left the deer in the field and
went and bought an antlerless only permit. He
tagged the deer with that tag an hour later.
CPO Gushleff is investigating another
incident in the Carlinville area where a
subject admitted to harvesting three deer but
only called in one harvest.
District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone (Counties:
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard,
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Morgan, Sangamon & Scott)
Northeast Zone – Captain Brett Scroggins
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties:
Kane, Lake & McHenry)
LAKE COUNTY
While checking ice fishermen on Lake Antioch,
CPO Kelley encountered an individual in
possession of cannabis. The man was issued
a civil law citation.
CPO Knop conducted ice fishing compliance. A
fisherman was found to have a short northern
pike. The fisherman was asked if he measured
the pike, and he admitted he had not. He said
that he only kept it because it swallowed
the hook, and he was unable to get it out.
CPO Knop took the opportunity to inform the
inexperienced fisherman of how to legally
handle the situation next time.
CPO Kelley encountered an individual ice
fishing on Sun Lake. Ice fishing is prohibited
at Sun Lake. The man was found with 10
ice fishing devices instead of the two he is
allowed at other Lake County Forest Preserve
District lakes. The man was also found to
be fishing without a valid fishing license.
Further investigation revealed the man’s
fishing privileges were suspended through
the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact for
a 2011 violation in Oklahoma. The fisherman
was cited for several violations, along with
written warnings; and he was given a date to
appear in Lake County court.
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties:

Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will)
GRUNDY COUNTY
CPOs Anderson and Bergland were called to
the I&M Canal for a report of a deer that had
fallen through the ice. CPO Bergland donned
his Mustang float suit, and CPO Anderson
secured a line to CPO Bergland. Another
line with a loop at the end was made. CPO
Bergland crawled out to the deer, and the loop
was placed around the deer’s neck. Once back
on shore, both CPOs pulled the deer out of the
hole and up on top of the ice. The deer was
so weak and stressed that it could not stand
on the ice. The line was reapplied to the deer,
and it was pulled up the short bank. Once on
solid ground, the line was removed; and the
deer trotted away.
KANKAKEE COUNTY
CPO Farber conducted compliance checks on
pheasant hunters at Kankakee River State
Park. While inspecting a subject’s birds,
an over limit of pheasants was found. Two
roosters were discovered in a plastic bag in
the rear of his van, and a hen pheasant was
found under a blanket in the rear of the van.
The subject was issued a citation for an over
limit of pheasants.
CPO Farber surveilled three hunters during the
CWD shotgun season. The first subject exited
the timber with a crossbow, and his only blaze
orange was a hat. The subject did not have his
deer permits/hunting license in possession.
Thirty minutes later, after legal shooting time,
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two more people exited the timber not wearing
any blaze orange. CPO Farber identified himself
as a Conservation Police Officer, and one of the
hunters immediately placed his shotgun out of
sight in front of his vehicle. Both hunters had
blaze orange vests in their bags but decided
not to wear them. CPO Farber conducted a
compliance check and determined that one of
the subjects had a revoked FOID card. All three
subjects were issued citations for failure to
wear blaze orange. The investigation regarding
the revoked FOID card is currently pending.
CPO Farber spoke with pheasant hunters in
the parking lot of the Kankakee River State
Park check station. While speaking with
one of the hunters, an uncased shotgun was
observed in the hunter’s passenger seat. The
pheasant hunter stated that he was in a hurry
to check out and did not properly case his gun.
A citation was issued.
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford,
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, Piatt
& Vermilion)
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY
CPO Reeves conducted three investigations
into hunters taking deer without a valid
permit. In each case, a hunter took an antlered
deer without a permit. Citations and warnings
were issued during these investigations, and
three bucks were seized.
DEWITT COUNTY
CPOs Viverito and Reeves checked fishermen
at Clinton Lake State Recreation Area. The
detail focused on short fish, over the limit, and
fishing in restricted areas. Three citations and
five written warnings were issued for unlawful
fishing activities.
VERMILION COUNTY
CPO Cottrell conducted a follow-up investigation
that resulted in a subject being cited for
unlawful use of a deer permit by allowing a
nonresident family member to hunt with his
permit. Two written warnings were also issued.
CPO Cottrell issued two written warnings to a
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subject for allowing his dogs to chase deer in
the area. Several complaints had been lodged
by neighboring landowners.
South Zone – Captain Jim Mayes District
11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds (Counties:
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas,
Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby)
CLARK COUNTY
CPO Mieure issued three written warnings to
a Martinsville man for no valid deer permit,
unlawful take of white-tailed deer, and failure
to tag deer immediately upon kill.
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker (Counties: Bond,
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery,
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington)
CLINTON COUNTY
CPO Tapley issued a hunter at Eldon Hazlet
State Recreation Area a citation after he was
found to be in possession of more than his
limit of pheasants.
CPOs Tapley and Sievers conducted a detail to
check hunters at a controlled pheasant hunting
area at Eldon Hazlet State Recreation Area. A
citation was issued to a hunter who shot at a
pheasant flying over the roadway, which was
almost over the CPOs’ vehicle. Two other hunters
were issued citations for use of lead shot (nontoxic shot is required at this site). Another hunter
was issued a written warning for hunting on the
roadway after he was found hunting in the ditch
within the public right-of-way.
MADISON COUNTY
CPO Liebl was working the pheasant area at
Horseshoe Lake State Park when he stopped
to check a pheasant hunter that had just left
a hunting area. The hunter’s shotgun was in
the vehicle, and a check revealed the gun was
uncased and loaded. The man stated he had
finished hunting one area and was headed to
another. He admitted he was just being lazy
when he did not unload or case his shotgun. A
citation was issued for unlawful transportation
of a loaded, uncased firearm.
District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens (Counties:
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin,
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Police . . . continued
Jefferson, Pope, Saline & White)
FRANKLIN COUNTY
CPOs Folden, Lay, Sommers, and Williams are
investigating a waterfowl over limit case.
CPO Schoenhoff investigated a supervising
adult and minor who harvested a seven-point
buck in Franklin County. After interviewing both
subjects, it was determined that the minor was
only in possession of an antlerless only deer
permit at the time the buck was harvested. The
supervising adult then purchased an either sex
deer permit for Hardin County and reported
the harvest. The supervising adult was issued
citations for unlawful take of white-tailed deer
(Accessory) and failure to tag immediately
upon kill (Accessory). Written warnings for
unlawful take of white-tailed deer without a
valid either sex deer permit (Accessory) and
falsification of information for white-tailed
deer harvest report. The sevenpoint buck head
was seized as evidence.
CPOs Lay and Jourdan began an investigation
into the suspected illegal harvesting of 44
ducks. The ducks were found dumped under a
bridge and had not been cleaned of any meat.
CPO Lay investigated a reported harvest record
of a doe kill in November. It was learned that
the youth hunter had shot a doe and did not
want to use his either sex tag. He purchased an
antlerless only permit after the kill. The youth’s
parent was issued a written warning for failure
to tag immediately (parental responsibility).
District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt (Counties: Clay,
Crawford, Edwards, Effingham, Fayette,
Jasper, Lawrence, Marion Richland,
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Wabash & Wayne)
CLAY COUNTY
CPO Smith was on routine patrol when he
observed two pickup trucks parked along a
divided highway. Before contact was made
with the first vehicle, CPO Smith identified
them as coyote hunters. As he approached the
first vehicle, he observed the driver look down
and attempt to grab something. CPO Smith
exited his squad and observed two uncased
firearms. One of the firearms had a magazine
loaded into it. CPO Smith issued the hunter a
citation for uncased firearms.
CRAWFORD COUNTY
CPO Smith and Sgt. Hyatt conducted late winter
antlerless only firearm season enforcement.
They observed a hunter approximately 30 yards
off the roadway and conducted a compliance
check. The hunter had the proper license and
permit. When walking back toward Sgt. Hyatt,
CPO Smith observed a freshly placed pile of
cracked corn approximately 20-30 yards from
the hunter. The hunter was asked to come over
and explain who placed the bait there. Even
though he admitted to walking within a few
feet of it, he said he did not place the corn
there. Sgt. Hyatt found another pile of cracked
corn on the opposite side. The hunter was
issued two citations for hunting deer over bait
and for feeding white-tailed deer.
After the antler only deer season, CPO Taylor
received a call from a hunter stating he had
shot a four-point buck. The subject was
informed of the importance of identifying
his target subject, and a citation was issued
for unlawful take of antlered deer during the
antlerless only deer season.

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

NEW
or
USED

New & Used Guns • Black Powder
Supplies • Catalog Orders
Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years

(309) 342-0044

gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor
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FAYETTE COUNTY
PERRY COUNTY
CPO Lewis investigated a complaint about a
CPO Compton received information in
deer hunter who did not report her harvest
December that a female subject in Vandalia
may have been involved in the unlawful taking
on the same day. The investigation revealed
of multiple deer in Bond and Montgomery
the hunter shot the deer on the Sunday of
counties. After a lengthy investigation, the
the first firearm season but did not report the
harvest until the following day. Not only had
female and two male subjects were charged
she checked the deer in late, but she also used
with multiple deer hunting violations in
Bond, Clinton, Fayette and Montgomery
an archery tag and called in as a bow kill. The
counties. Five deer were identified as being
hunter advised she had forgotten to call in the
taken unlawfully. An eight-point deer head, a
harvest until Monday. She stated she did not
know what to do, so she checked it in as a
crossbow, and a compound bow were seized.
bow kill. Because the investigation revealed
JASPER COUNTY
CPO Smith was checking fishermen as they
her husband was equally responsible for the
arrived at the boat launch when he observed a
incorrect harvest report, CPO Lewis cited him
boat was being loaded onto a trailer. A safety
for entering the false information.
CPO Lewis issued five citations and two written
equipment and fish check was conducted,
and CPO Smith found 11 largemouth bass in
warnings for driving deer at Pyramid State
the live well that were 18 inches and longer.
Recreation Area during the second late winter
season. The deer drive covered a large area
The daily limit at Newton Lake for largemouth
bass is three. CPO Smith seized all 11 fish
of the Galum Unit. After the incident, several
and issued one citation to each of the two
other hunters, who were planning to hunt the
individuals for exceeding the daily limit of
Galum Unit that day, thanked CPO Lewis for
largemouth bass. CPO Smith also assessed a
stopping the deer drive as it had ruined their
hunt for the day. Two of the *CURRENT
thankful huntersSPEC
civil penalty for the bass.
Used units as low as $1800
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Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp

A black powder barrel
needed
alteration
to
duplicate a similar custom
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010
shotgun made some time
theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
ago, but the barrel breech
plug was unlike the old
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website
configuration from a different
NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
supplier. The left view is of
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!
the tang/plug combination
with two flanking steel
blocks that had just been
brazed in place. The center
complicated if needing to work with parts
Dealing with customer preferences
view is after tang removal and most of the
provided due to not having options for
sometimes adds complexity to modifications
subsequent machining to size has been
substitution or even assurances of the specific
desired, though as long as the choices do
completed. A breech hook would be located
not make satisfactory results impossible,
materials needing alteration. For instance, if
and welded in place after refit to the barrel
the cost to accommodate might become the
welding is one option for joining two sections,
was verified for proper indexing. That hook
knowing if there is something about a part
only limit. This presumes that the talent of
placement was critical to ensure the barrel
that makes it hard to weld or rework after
the technician is up to the task(s) in making
would align for height and centering to the
welding could make an alternative method
whatever was asked into solid results
stock tang plate since there was minimal
delivered. When unique ends are requested,
(such as brazing) for joining more practical.
allowance for resizing the perimeter of the
the customizing of parts inconvenient or
If one apparently steel part was actually
breech plug plate if requiring subsequent
made by casting rather than from solid chunk
impossible to replace makes the judgment
offset. The right end view is of the old type
machined to shape, impurities inside the
calls all the more important, since any
stock tang piece that was also unavailable,
modifications, if unsuccessful, would need
casting could affect the weld quality but be
so fashioning a substitute to work with the
less troublesome for brazing with suitable
to be done in such a manner that a do-over
modified breech plug plate as seen would
flux application.
would not be out of the question. Careful
be necessary.
exam, thoughtful consideration, and double
Of this second picture set, the left view
checking of measurements can reduce the
is of a tang section from a current model
need for rework or finishing process time by
black powder rifle that was used solely for
having things made close to final form.
the tail piece brazed to a fabricated block
Aspects of custom work can be more
and fitted to hold all the parts correctly

CUSTOM WORK AND FABRICATION

aligned when placed together on the
barrel plug in process. The hook welded
to the breech plug plate is seen in the
vise at the bottom left of the image. The
center view is of the hook attached to the
breech plug plate (all major weld dressing
accomplished) and in position to test
the fit of the fabricated tang piece, with
the assembled parts in the right image
noted as fitting adequately. The precision
measurements provided close enough
alignment to require no further work
beyond finishing.

A similar black powder shotgun had
already been built and needed special
alterations to allow a custom choke tube
to be installed. Plain barrels have adequate
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thickness for a bead to be threaded into
place, but what holds if some of that
thickness is removed to make a choke tube
hole? The desired bead uses a fluorescent
red insert which fortunately can be carefully
driven free from the base to allow brazing
it to the barrel. The barrel only needed a
spot cleaned up with a touch of cold blue to
complete the attachment, as can be seen.
Subsequent choke hole installation would
then not require the bead to rely only on
the remnant of wall thickness to hold the
bead fast from all manner of external
forces against a shortened thread shank,
but would instead use the braze adhesion
of the base. Removal after that would
require a torch or chisel to make it go away
– not merely brushing against a branch.

An unfortunate situation that would
render this shotgun practically useless
was the barrel alignment not allowing

the shot pattern to hit on target, as can
be seen having all of the shot below the
aim dot at 30 feet in the left image. Clay
target shooting would likely be an exercise
in futility with this one example not hitting
anywhere close, when other shotguns
used by the owner were not requiring
major modification of shooting style to
become effective, as this example caused.
The solution was to make adjustments to
the barrel at the shooting range until a
satisfactory result was produced - as seen
in the right image - also at 30 feet. Hitting
perhaps 15 inches low at 40 yards would
not enable any shooter to make a decent
score in any competition that had rising
targets, such as in typical TRAP shooting.
Plain barrels can have simple and careful
adjustments made to align the shot
with the target, but ribbed barrels are
problematic if in need for major correction.
The worst offense in current production
is inaccuracy in choke tube installations,
whether by factory or inept aftermarket
installers using tooling not designed for
precision alignment to the barrel bore.
Identifying such tooling errors was noted
here decades ago, and articles explaining
the details more thoroughly are posted on
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the archive website listed in the header,
available for all to read and become better
informed about a problem that never seems
to gather attention from anybody else in
the field. Ignoring a built-in problem in late

Thirteen year old
Truman Reed
with a nice bass
caught in a
small pond near
his family home.
Thanks to
Steve Reed for
sending us this
great photo!
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model production shotguns will only add
to shooter frustration because of poor ontarget performance, but choke holes can
be reinstalled with precision if the shooter
has the will to want something better.

STOP THE BITING GNATS
& MOSQUITOES!
VBS, Inc.

VanillaBugSpray.com

Amboy Sporting Goods, Amboy, IL
Bishop’s Ace Hardware, Springfield, IL
Nord Outdoor Power, Bloomington, IL
Riverside Bait and Tackle, Pekin, IL
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WHERE DEER HUNTERS CAN FIND
PRIVATE LAND ACCESS PROGRAMS
By Bernie Barringer

DEER HUNTERS CAN HUNT THOUSANDS OF
ACRES THROUGH SPECIAL, PRIVATE LAND
ACCESS PROGRAMS AVAILABLE IN SOME
STATES. AND YOU CAN DO IT ALL FOR FREE.
I came from a nonhunting family. In fact,
my parents wouldn’t even let me own a gun.
I’m not sure if the concern was more about the
gun, or about the thought of me with a gun.
At any rate, I bought a bow when I was 14
years old and it changed my life. This was the
1970s and, in Iowa where we lived, all I had
to do was ask a few farmers for permission to
hunt and I had access to more land than I could
possibly hunt before and after school.
Those days are long gone. Today, unless
a kid grows up in a hunting family or, even
better, one that owns property; he’s going to
have a hard time finding a place to shoot his
first deer. Good deer hunting property is leased
or owned for hunting. While going out to ask
for permission can still open a few gates, the
success rate has become so low it’s not even
worth trying in many areas. I hate the idea that
deer hunting has become very difficult to get
into for a youngster without a place to hunt.
Some areas have abundant public-

hunting land, but those options are limited in
the eastern half of the U.S. In many eastern
and southern states, up to 95 percent of
the land is privately owned. Many of these
landowners are transplants from suburban
areas who have little or no background with
the outdoor lifestyle, so they are not at all
receptive to someone who comes knocking for
permission to kill their deer.
PRIVATE LAND OPEN TO SPORTSMEN:
Where are the kids going to hunt? And for
many of us who do not own property, where
are we going to hunt?
My first introduction to access programs
designed to open private land to sportsmen
took place on a Kansas deer hunt a few years
ago. I was driving back to where my travel
trailer was parked, when a doe ran across the
remote gravel road in front of me. I slammed on
my brakes just in time to miss the huge buck
that was following her. I grabbed my binoculars
and watched them race over a hill in the tall
grass prairie. He was the kind of buck that
makes your heart pound in your ears.
I spun around in the road and headed
to the other side of the section to see where

they might come out, but I found that they had
disappeared into a brushy draw in the middle
of the section. There was a white sign on the
fence that stated “WIHA.” I was fully aware
of the Walk in Hunting Access (WIHA) lands,
because I had seen the pheasant and quail
hunters working it with their dogs. But clearly
I had been missing out on the deer hunting
opportunities.
MIDWEST PRIVATE LAND PROGRAMS:
Kansas’ Walk in Hunting Access program is

geared toward bird hunters, but the amount of
excellent deer hunting to be found on these lands
is mouth-watering. And it’s mostly overlooked. I
have hunted Kansas many times since that trip.
Before I go, I spend some time going over the
WIHA brochure and the map of WIHA lands on
the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and
Tourism’s website.
I have since killed a nice buck on land in

In the Midwest and western whitetail states, private lands available to hunters are
primarily grasslands that provide bird hunting. But there’s amazing deer-hunting
habitat on these properties as well. Photo: North Dakota Game and Fish
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North Dakota designated Private Land Open
to Sportsmen (PLOTS), and other states that
have similar programs. Most states in the
Midwest now have a program that offers the
landowners some compensation for allowing
the public to hunt the land. In the Midwest
and western whitetail states, these lands are
primarily grasslands that provide bird hunting.
But there’s amazing deer-hunting habitat on
these properties and, in many cases, the deerhunting pressure is minimal.
NORTHEAST
PRIVATE
LAND
PROGRAMS: In the Northeast, the programs
are growing by leaps and bounds with more and
more land being enrolled each year. About half the
states in the northeastern U.S. have a program of
some sort that allows hunter access. These are
not geared as much toward the shotgun-toting
crowd, and many of these parcels offer excellent
deer and turkey hunting. With so much of the
East being privately owned, the public lands can
be utterly overrun with hunters. Yet the Voluntary
Public Access lands are little known and lightly
hunted in many areas.
WESTERN
PRIVATE
LAND
PROGRAMS: In the Western states, these
lands often fall under the heading of Block
Management programs. Montana has tens
of thousands of acres enrolled. Wyoming’s
Private Land Public Wildlife (PLPW) is much
the same. Much of the land in these two states
is sagebrush with small creek bottoms running

through it. You will really have to spend some
time with a list of lands and aerial photos
picking through these properties. If diligent,
you might find a gem of a property to hunt.
SOUTHEAST
PRIVATE
LAND
PROGRAMS: The Southeast is lagging behind
in the availability of private land that’s open to
public hunting. Texas and Louisiana each have
a program, as does Georgia. The Peach State
kicked off its private land access program thanks
to a $993,000 grant from the Federal Natural
Resources Conservation Service. In the last two
years, Georgia has partnered in 19 contracts for
several thousand acres of public access. In a part
of the nation where much of the land is tied up in
private ownership, timber leases where hunting
is restricted, hunting clubs and urban sprawl,
many more states should follow Georgia’s lead.
IDENTIFYING
AND
SCOUTING
PRIVATE LAND OPEN TO HUNTING: Most
state wildlife agencies have a section of their
website dedicated to these access programs,
and many have print brochures, maps and
guidebooks to locating these lands.
With the increasing number of sources
for aerial photos online, hunters can often go
to a state agency’s website and look at aerial
photos of each of the properties. If they do not
have aerial photos included, hunters can go to
Google Earth or Bing Maps and analyze each
of these properties for likely-looking habitat
that might hold whitetails.

Sporting Clay Range
Released Bird Hunts
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Although there is no substitute for boots
on the ground when it comes to scouting,
you can eliminate the unproductive areas
beforehand and focus on the stuff that looks
good. Chances are, if it looks good, it is good.
It’s been my experience that these private
land access parcels aren’t nearly as heavily
targeted by deer hunters as the more wellknown public lands.
PRIVATE LAND ACCESS IS “FOOT
TRAFFIC ONLY”: One of the advantages, if
you want to look at it that way, is that nearly
all of these programs require foot traffic
only. That means no motorized vehicles are
allowed. I have found places a mile or more
from the road that I am convinced I am the
only deer hunter who sets foot in it prior
to the gun season. Even then, it gets little
pressure. That’s partly because these places
aren’t public knowledge and partly because
it’s so darned hard to get a dead deer out of
there. But if I find myself with a big buck on
the ground, I am happy to figure out a way to
get it back to the road. I carry a large plastic
sled and a two-wheeled deer cart with me. I
will use either one depending on the terrain
and density of the cover.
And remember, this is private land and
the landowner can make it as easy or as hard
as he wants. In one case in North Dakota, I
was hoofing it out of a large pasture with a
stand, climbing sticks, my bow and a backpack
full of gear when the landowner happened
to be going by. He opened the gate when

he saw me and allowed me to drive in, “just
this once” to retrieve my gear. He seemed
genuinely excited that I was out there trying
to shoot one of those crop-raiding deer.
Landowners have a lot to gain by
allowing hunters on their land. Reducing crop
depredation by deer is one of the reasons.
This is especially true in the Midwest. In the
South and East, some property owners just
like the thought that a responsible hunter is
keeping an eye on the place for them.
And therein lies one of the biggest
advantages of all for both hunters and landowners.
The programs build strong communities and allow
neighbors to be neighborly. These programs give
hunters a chance to put on their best behavior and
cast hunting in a positive light to a world that has
mostly lost touch with consumptive use of wildlife.

Here’s an example of a map sheet provided
by the North Dakota Game and Fish. Each
map sheet gives hunters a detailed look at
available privates lands through the state’s
Private Land Open to Sportsmen program.
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IF I WERE A FISH
By Dan Gapen Sr.

I have a couple of sayings that may
enlighten my readers. If you have attended
my seminars over the years you may have
heard this one:
‘If I were a fish, where would I be;
what would I feel like; what would I eat?’
The second thought I’ve been known
to throw out there is: ‘if I were a fish what
would I be thinking?’
Sound ridiculous? Let’s look at
the first one first. Ridiculous, probably,
but even though we humans have the
ability to think and react as we do, and
there’s little common sense in my two
statements, I’ve found by asking myself
these it has helped me boat a lot more
fish. As you read on you may agree there

is some validity in my questions. I’m sure
any biologist reviewing this might scoff at
the thought that fish can think but most
will agree that certain reactions a fish
makes to weather changes and seasonal
changes are certainly built in. Even a welltaught biologist knows the fish he or she
studies reacts by its DNA to changes in
food availability or water conditions.
Let’s start with my statement ‘If I were
a fish’. Say its 95 degrees and humid with
no wind. Where are you likely to find bass
and other gamefish in your favorite lake?
Remember, the water is clear as a blazing
sun beats down on you as you launch your
watercraft. You’re after bass. In shallow
water feeding on those 2-inch bluegill?

No! Only tiny bluegill and a few
minnow schools exit here. What
shade from the sun given by
mossy weeds and some 3-inch
lily pads is taken up by those
little bluegill and minnows. The
4-pound bass have migrated out
to the massive cabbage weed
line in 12 to 16 feet of water. In
lakes where it is found, cabbage
is a long-leafed weed which
begins growing in silt bottom at
12 feet of depth.
Cabbage weeds provide
protection for many of the
lake’s schools of minnows such
as shinners, dace, fatheads,
and stickleback, along with
the young of the year perch fry.
You’ll also find that many of the
shore-hugging bluegill will have
migrated here. All are here for
the same reasons--food in the
form of insect life and the shade
the cabbage provides. The insect
larvae have hatched in the silt
bottom where cabbage grows.
Some of you will correct me and
say they’ve found cabbage in
6 feet or less. That can be true
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The author with a hand-drawn diagram of if
he was a fish where would he be.

As the sun settles Gamefish begin to move in,
and off the cabbage weedline

August 2018

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

but generally begins growth in 12 feet,
much depending on the lake’s soft bottom.
Insect life which draws the minnows
takes advantage of cabbage by clinging to
its underside.
You’ll also find northern pike staging
in the cabbage. Refer to my diagram.
There’s a special way of working this deep
water cabbage weedline. Two anglers can
cover big sections of the cabbage line by
placing their boat sideways on the line of
cabbage (see A Start). From A, the two of
you can cast both ways down along the
weedline, then motor over to B, and then
repeat the process. This method takes less
time and does a far better job of covering
all available fish. A weedless lure like a
jig-n-pig or a Spin Bee® in black or green
will work for all gamefish. Any Walleye
(see diagram) in the vicinity will be out
(north) from the cabbage in deeper water.
These too can be worked from the same
spot as the bass and pike.
In the cabbage weedline you’ll find
pike and bass where I’ve placed them.
The bass will generally be in the cabbage
where it cups in; and the pike where it
bulges out in the form of a point. This
staging seldom changes for either fish.
To find the walleye look for them in a

bit deeper water where previous weeds
attempted to grow in 15 to 18 feet (as
shown). Bluegill can be found throughout
the cabbage, and will be much bigger than
the ones near shore.
By casting down along the weed line
you cover a great deal more territory than
from out where I placed the boat north of
the school of walleye at C. You’ll do it in a
much faster and more thorough manner.
Late summer crappie will have
schooled up in the 18- to 21-foot deep
water, holding there through the hot days
of summer. From here they’ll migrate in
the evening to feed on the minnows and
insect life in the cabbage bed. If the water
is calm and you have an electric fish finder
these crappie will appear as a huge blob
on your screen. Set your slip bobber at a
length that will put your jig or minnow
right in the middle of the blob.
Often as the sun sets those same fish
will be seen dimpling water surface above
the cabbage after a migration in from their
open-water staging position. The pod will
have broken up and is now feeding.
The big suspended bluegill positioned
near the boat at C will likewise migrate
in towards the cabbage weedline to feed
at sundown providing no insect hatch

NEW FLY LURE

The Newest Innovation to Hit
the Fishing World in 75 Years!
Use the FLICK FLY® on a
fly rod or a spinning rod
TROLL IT
for
best results!
All g

ame

Nymph Style

Streamer Style

fish!

So, what’s this?
You guess! It
So you want big
was caught while Trophy smallie
crappie - troll a
trollig during Flick
caught while
Flick Fly
Fly® testing.
trolling a no. 1.0
Bobber Anne with
Trolling does it!
Flick Fly
a whiper caught on
streamer Flick Fly

Wet Fly Style

ough

All r

fish!

Young and old ladies find the Flick Fly when trolled, a
deadly lure when using on a spinning rod.

Check with your local sporting goods dealer or contact: For a FREE Brochure
call Toll Free:
1-877-623-2099
or
17910 87th St. • Becker, MN 55308 www.gapen.com

THE GAPEN CO.
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Bobber Anne with a cabbage
weedline caught Pike.
food is available where they’ve been
suspending. The reason these bluegill
suspend is to feed on the rising nymphs
that are ascending towards surface in
that section of the lake. To locate these
big panfish look for single fish marks on
your locator, generally in the center of a
bay containing cabbage weed. To create

Darter colored Flub Dub
produces for Dan Gapen
these conditions, the bottom must have
muddy patches on it. It should also be
noted here that any fish blips you see
on the very bottom could be walleye. At
certain times the bay’s walleye population
will migrate out over these muddy patches

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be
relaxing & enjoyable!
Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen
Phone • Cable TV • Pool

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Like us on
Facebook!

Crappie, Bass, Catfish,
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese,
Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!
Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time”
on the World Fishing Network.

Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523
www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net
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If I Were A Fish . . . continued
to feed on the very nymphs, or minnows
also seeking out the nymphs. You’re apt
to dig up a sucker or two as you scrape
bottom with a jig such as an Ugly Bug®,
a nymph or crawfish imitator tipped with
a minnow. This is an excellent spot to
catch the lake’s walleye population which
have migrated off the rock and sand
structure closer to shore during the month
of August. In some lakes these mud flats
host a scattered population of walleye at
the peak of summer’s heat. Water should
be at least 24’ to 26’ deep. This generally
occurs when daytime temps reach the 90s
with heavy humidity. This is an excellent
area to work Gapen’s Flick Fly®. Tip the
Fly® with a tiny piece of garden worm
(not crawler). Work the fly off of a 2 ounce
Long Wire Bait Walker® Sinker or a sinker
heavy enough to see your fly presented
directly on bottom. Keep in mind its
necessary to troll or drift extremely slow
at this time. Nymphs, or minnows that eat
nymphs, are what you’re imitating. Watch
your locator’s bottom line. It must be a thin
line representing mud, not a wide heavy
line which represents hardpan or rock and
sand. And the fish you seek must be flat on
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the bottom. They’ll not be schooled up but
spread out individually as the big bluegills
above them.
Now---a bit more on ‘If I Were a Fish’.
Let’s go back to those hot days and
your quest for bass. If your lake fails to
host a cabbage weed line, look to the
shaded areas which will protect bass from
the sun. With crankbaits, work the docks,
under willows and fallen trees….these
provide the needed shade. Just as bright
sunlight affects your eyes when driving,
it does likewise to fish’s eyes when
there’s no shade. Fish eyes are capable
of dilating and following their target as it
moves. Bass have large eyes that gather
in a great deal of light. Therefore, maybe
the sun’s rays have an adverse effect on a
bass’ eyes that SHADE helps nullify.
Years ago I knew an old Tennessee
catman who showed me how to use a rod
and reel to banjo bass up. He did it by casting
a jig over the low limb of a willow tree and
allowing it to drop into the water in front
of a bass on its bed. Once the jig hit water
the bass would turn and face it. Next the jig
would be twitched several times to entice
the bass to strike. After the provoked bass
struck, hook would be set and the line pulled

off the limb. Note the shore willows on the
diagram, bass under them. With modern
lines very strong and in small diameter,
breakage of lines isn’t much of a problem to
use banjoing as a method to catch any bass
you spy under such a structure.
Many of you have seen the bass pros
casting at boat docks; probably you’ve
done it yourself. Docks provide shade and
house a great deal of food for feeding
bass. Thus docks are structures you must
work on those hot summer days--work
your crankbaits on both sides of the dock
by casting as close as you can to it and
to shore. At times the use of a surface
popper around docks works well. I have
used the trick of throwing the lure on the
dock itself and dragging it across and then
off the end to plop in the water as though
it were a real creature like a frog. This
approach works well on still days.
However, my diagram of hot-weather
information at the cabbage weed line and
out towards open water will probably
catch more fish for you. Here are a couple
more tips regarding working the weed
line: As you retrieve do a slow rolling
return by lifting and lowering your rod tip-this creates a more natural action. Don’t
jerk or twitch your lure; slow is the key to
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triggering more strikes. Use black for bass
and yellow for pike.
The word SLOW reminds me of spring
walleye fishing below a lock and dam.
Slow will catch you more trophy walleye
than any other presentation. This goes for
the hot days of August as well.
If you want to catch little onepound walleye and sauger, jerk your jig
every 3 seconds as you work your lure. I
compare that presentation to young studs
in a singles’ bar--they’ll hit on anything
that moves! Now if you want the ninepounders drop your jig to bottom, reel it
up 6 inches and hold it still. Those big
gals don’t look like baits that are jerking
around. They’ve just reproduced and are
too tired to chase a jerking bait. The same
is true of the hot and humid days of late
summer. These trophy walleye like a slow
action to chomp down on, thus the least
movement you give your bait the better.
There’s nothing in a walleye’s diet that
jerks its way through the water, but a lot
that swim softly in a slow rolling motion.
Take this tip from an 86-year-old male
who has done a lot of jerking around!
Until next time, this is Dan Gapen, Sr.
encouraging you to relax, savor and enjoy
our great outdoors.

OPENING HOURS
Wednesday - Saturday
10:00am – 7:00pm
135 Radio City Dr.,
Unit E,
North Pekin, IL 61554

Phone: 309-583-0259
Email: nimmogunsandgear@yahoo.com
www.nimmogunsandgear.com

Wessel Sports Outdoors
All New Fishing and Tackle Equipment.
Specializing in Bass, Panfish and Catfish
Turkey Calls and Ammo
101 E. Main St, Teutopolis, IL 62467
Email John at John@gotowessels.com

217-857-3553
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WHERE DOES YOUR
STATE RANK AMONG THE
WORST PLACES FOR DEER
COLLISIONS?
By Amy Hatfield

MORE THAN 1,900 FATAL ACCIDENTS
HAVE BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO DRIVERS
HITTING ANIMALS IN THE ROAD —
MOST DUE TO DEER COLLISIONS —
OVER THE PAST DECADE IN THE U.S.
It’s uncertain whether deer collision
data is more helpful information for the
deer or the driver. Typically, the driver gets a
second chance after a collision of this nature.
The deer, not so much. Still, more than 1,900
fatal accidents have been attributed to
drivers hitting animals in the road — most
of them deer — over the past decade in the
U.S., according to the Insurance Institute for
Public Safety.
According to
New Jersey RealTime News, “all
animal-related
claims nationwide
went up 6 percent
over a four-year
period, the insurance
data found, with
Pennsylvania, New

York, Texas, Wisconsin and North Carolina
reporting the highest number of claims last
year.” The New Jersey newspaper also
reported the cost of such collisions,”the
average animal crash claim amounted to
about $4,000 in 2016. The NICB estimated
that amounted to nearly $1.8 billion in
claims for drivers across the country in
2016.”
If there was a way to send out a
press release to U.S. deer populations,
the message would be to warn these
game animals away from the following
states. West Virginia has been the leader

for years, followed by Montana, Pennsylvania, Iowa and Wisconsin. Data is based on
information provided by State Farm and published by CarInsurance.com.
STATE RANK LIKELIHOOD +/- YEAR OVER YEAR
WEST VIRGINIA

1

1 in 43

2.6% less

MONTANA

2

1 in 57

.8% more

PENNSYLVANIA

3

1 in 63

5.2% more

IOWA

4

1 in 69

1.3% less

WISCONSIN

5

1 in 72

6% more

SOUTH DAKOTA

6

1 in 73

4.6% less

MINNESOTA

7

1 in 74

8.1% more

WYOMING

8

1 in 79

6.6% more

MICHIGAN

9

1 in 85

.1% more

NORTH DAKOTA

10

1 in 87

5.6$ more

VIRGINIA

11

1 in 94

.1% less

MISSISSIPPI

12

1 in 95

8.3% less

SOUTH CAROLINA

12

1 in 95

2.1% less

ARKANSAS

14

1 in 97

1.2% less

KENTUCKY

15

1 in 100

3.5% more

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk
Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
www.stonecreekhunting.com

6-YEAR

POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

ON COMPACT UTILITY TRACTORS
You can search from one end of Illinois
to the other. You will not – we repeat –
you will NOT find a 6-Year Powertrain
Warranty on a compact utility tractor
that equals the one that comes
standard with every John Deere
Compact Utility Tractor.

2 pound crappie caught by
Pat Sullivan (Mr. Fish).
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PETERSBURG • 18517 Kelly Street • 217-632-7767
HAVANA • 1105 State Route 97 • 309-543-6303

Sloans.com
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NORTH CAROLINA

16

1 in 109

5.5% more

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

46

1 in 713

3.3% less

MISSOURI

17

1 in 112

4.4% more

FLORIDA

47

1 in 847

6.7% more

GEORGIA

18

1 in 122

3.5% more

NEVADA

48

1 in 966

5.3% more

KANSAS

19

1 in 127

1.3% less

ARIZONA

49

1 in 973

20.8% more

MAINE

19

1 in 127

9% more

CALIFORNIA

50

1 in 1,117

4.7% less

MARYLAND

19

1 in 127

9.6% more

HAWAII

51

1 in 6,823

177.8% more

OHIO

22

1 in 128

1.6% less

ALABAMA

23

1 in 131

2.9% more

DELAWARE

24

1 in 132

12.5% more

NEBRASKA

25

1 in 134

1.5% less

TENNESSEE

26

1 in 143

2.8% more

INDIANA

27

1 in 145

6.3% less

VERMONT

28

1 in 150

16.5% more

IDAHO

29

1 in 151

2.9% less

NEW YORK

30

1 in 161

.3% less

OKLAHOMA

31

1 in 194

.4% more

ILLINOIS

32

1 in 204

6.1% less

UTAH

33

1 in 222

32.6% less

NEW JERSEY

34

1 in 229

9.4% more

NEW HAMPSHIRE

35

1 in 252

7.3% less

COLORADO

36

1 in 253

4% more

OREGON

37

1 in 254

5.8% less

TEXAS

38

1 in 269

7.1% more

RHODE ISLAND

39

1 in 280

23.6% more

CONNECTICUT

40

1 in 304

2.9% more

LOUISIANA

41

1 in 332

9.7% less

WASHINGTON

42

1 in 356

13.9% less

NEW MEXICO

43

1 in 397

19.6% more

ALASKA

44

1 in 407

15% more

MASSACHUSETTS

45

1 in 593

7.1% more

13950 IL Rt 29 • 2 miles south of Pekin, IL

www.WatkinsMarine.com • 309-348-3072
Pontoons

Customer Service Index #1 at Watkins Marine for ‘08, ’09, ’10 & ‘12!
“We service all Mercury and
Mercruiser motors under factory
warranty, no matter where you bought
it, plus most brands of outboards!”

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

Master Technician w/Fast Service
We’ll get you back on the water in no time!”

CONSIGNMENT BOATS
WANTED!
Authorized Mercury Dealer - See us for the BEST PRICES!

AUGUST 25-26 - BELLE-CLAIR
FAIRGROUNDS
200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

OCTOBER 6-7 - BELLE-CLAIR
FAIRGROUNDS
200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

OCTOBER 13-14 - SPRINGFIELD, IL
FAIRGROUNDS

NOVEMBER 3-4- INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 Interstate Drive, Bloomington, IL

NOVEMBER 10-11- THE PAVILION
1602 Sioux Dr., Marion, IL

DECEMBER 15-16- GATEWAY CENTER
1 Gateway Dr., Collinsville, IL

801 E. Sangamon Ave., Springfield, IL

Just a couple of monster
bluegill caught with Pat
Sullivan. There is a good
reason they call him Mr. Fish.

ECA Inc. • PO Box 138 • Centralia, IL 62801 • 618-495-2572
Visit us on Facebook! ISRA.org

August 2018

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

65

FRED THOMAS RESORT- RESORT IN
ITS 90TH YEAR, FOURTH GENERATION
By Frank Zufall, Staff Reporter
The Fred Thomas Resort on Lake
Chetac in the Town of Edgewater will
celebrate its 90th anniversary in 2015. The
resort’s unique origin goes back to a major
league baseball player who had memories
of a northern Wisconsin lake.
Fred Thomas was a retired Boston Red
Sox third baseman who had played in and
won the 1918 World Series with teammate
Babe Ruth. After his short career in the
major leagues ended in 1924, Thomas
came to northern Wisconsin in 1925 with
his wife, Connie, and his two small sons,
Robert and Warren, to build a resort on the
western shore of Lake Chetac off County
Highway F.
According to great-grandson Dan
Herscher, one of the current managers at
the resort, Thomas had visited the area in
his youth. Thomas’s uncle, Charlie, a former
owner of the Indian Beach Resort, was one
of the first settlers in the area.
“Fred spent his summers up here
trapping and fishing, and so he knew when

he was done with baseball he wanted
to come back here and start a resort,”
Herscher said.
During the building of the resort,
wildfires were occurring in the area. As
one fire approached, Connie placed her
small sons in the kitchen attached to a high
chair – Warren was strapped in and Robert
tied to the chair’s wooden leg — a move to
keep track of the young boys as she fought
the fire with the men.
Herscher’s grandfather, Warren, had
not even turned one by the time the resort
opened.
In 1925, George Thomas, Fred’s
father, and a construction crew built two
cottages and a family home and the resort
was officially opened, according to the
book “Resorts of Wisconsin: Exploring the
Heritage and History of Wisconsin’s Family
Resorts,” published in 2012 by NLJH Books.
Herscher said the resort has always
been a leader and innovator, one of the first
to provide electricity via a generator, a real

treat back in 1925.
In “Resorts of Wisconsin,” Warren’s
daughter and Thomas’s granddaughter,
Julie Thomas-Telitz, notes the cottages in
1925 were nicer than the typical fishing
shack, featuring “ceilings, finished walls,
and separate bedrooms with doors.”
In 1959, Warren took over the resort
and continued a tradition of improvement
that Fred had called “perpetually new.”
Warren upgraded the accommodations with
new furniture, carpeting, screened porches,
television sets and eventually air conditioning.
“We are always trying to keep things
up to date,” Herscher said. “If you are not
moving forward, you are falling behind.
My grandparents made the investment in
the 1960s to upgrade all the cabins. They
put modern amenities in them. They just
didn’t offer a fishing shack where you put
your head down at night when you’re done
fishing. That’s helped us pull in a lot of
family business and not just the fisherman.”

Today, “perpetually new” includes the
addition of solar photovoltaic panels to
produce electricity for the cottages.
Warren and his wife Verena had four
daughters – Christine, Julie, Linda and
Anita – and two of them – Julie ThomasTelitz and Linda Herscher – took over the
resort in 1986. Warren passed away this
year at the age of 90.

continued on page 68

Perpetually
New
BIG CHETAC LAKE • BIRCHWOOD, WISCONSIN
21 distinctive Lake Homes and Condo units immaculately
maintained and equipped with every amenity including free
wireless internet service, cable TV, DVD, microwave ovens,
complete kitchens, Weber grills, and all units air conditioned.
Outstanding facilities include: glistening lake views; screened
porches; lush, well-groomed grounds; fine swimming area; large,
well-equipped playground with volleyball, basketball,
shuffleboard, horseshoes; laundromat; rec. room; exercise room;
kayaks, paddleboat, canoe, Standup Paddleboards; fire pit.
Marina facilities include pontoon, boat & motor rental, a cement
launch ramp, live bait, lakeside gasoline service, and covered
docking in our large boathouse for your boat or ours at no extra
charge. Unexcelled panfishing – excellent game fishing.
Spring and Fall: Discount Rates.
Last night free special. ATV trail access.

In a class by itself.

www.fredthomasresort.com

FRED THOMAS RESORT

2086 N Co. Rd. F Birchwood, WI 54817
PHONE 715-354-3761 fredthomasresort@gmail.com

Is your pond ready for next season?
We can help!
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LUCK FAVORS A
PREPARED MIND

By John Simeone
“If we are to continue our Hunting
Heritage as Americans we had better
start right now and get involved”
....Uncle John

Outdoor Visionaries, Uncle John
gets his first briefing on Youth
Hunter Education Challenge by
John Sturgis, Louisiana Hunting
Heritage Director.
In 1999 I came up with a cost-effective
marksmanship program for the Army
which gave noncommissioned officers
the opportunity to get some trigger time
with 22 rifles, so they could better train
the troops. At that time the winds of war
were brewing, and we needed to upgrade
substantially. Of course, it wasn’t accepted,
but it was a good program, so we quickly
turned it into a Civilian Shooting Sport on
an Army post, Fort Polk Louisiana.
For 13 years thereafter, the Top Gun
Challenge (The World Squirrel Rifle
Championship) was a big success. Well,
at least in the eyes of the shooters which
drew about 300 competitors of all ages
every year. It had its detractors as the
local Liberal media fought it every year
in one way or the other, but the show
went on. There were great prizes, and the
degree of marksmanship was raised to a
level a good shooter with a light sporting
22 rifles could hang in there with custom
22 rifles with heavy barrels.
We learned things about the 22 rifle
that was only known by Olympic Target
Shooters, as many teams studied the art
of the light sporting rifle. One instance that
came out humorously but true, was the
remark made to me by the Commanding
General, “How the heck did an 8-year-old
girl beat my Army Sniper?”
   It wasn’t always fun and games as

with our Old Time Turkey Shoot, the
local media protested and wrote that we
were going to release live turkeys on the
range to be gunned down by the snipers.
The truth was, you shot a paper target
and if you won you took a ticket to the
grocery store and got your frozen turkey
for Thanksgiving. Some people, however,
actually believed that stuff.
Then came an 8-year period in the
shooting world where 22 ammunition was
so expensive it was no longer feasible
to have such a match and Top Gun was
postponed indefinitely.

Not so recently there comes another
National Event called the Youth Hunter
Safety Challenge and this makes for the
all-around young enthusiast. It is in fact a
Challenge, with 8 stations of competition.
22 Light Rifle, Skeet Shooting, Muzzle
Loading Rifle, 3d Archery, Orienteering,
Shoot-Don’t Shoot Safety Course, Wildlife
Identification, and a General Written Test
which challenges the Student both in skill
and outdoor academics.

 An intense written test starts the
show as we learn immediately
academics are very important.
Our state event in Louisiana is held
in the center of the state at Camp Grant
Walker in Pollock Louisiana, a 4H camp
that gives rise to many such events
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sponsored by the NRA and the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. I
received the call to be there from my old
friend John Sturgis, the Louisiana Hunter
Heritage Director LDWF. The mission
was simple, promote YHEC through the
outdoor media and get pro outdoorsmen
involved. That’s the easy part all I had to
do is observe and report, but the wheels
began to turn as I decided to form a team
of my own.


Sr. Sharp Shooter Chase Adams,
displays his trusty CZ-455 22 rifle.
Terrebonne Parish Team

Coming out of retirement Team Top
Gun starts on a path to Victory Again

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance

Autumn Olive and
Honeysuckle removal.
Herbaceous invasive plants
mechanically removed and
follow-up chemical maintenance.
Mike McKim
Invasiveprm@gmail.com
invasiveplantremoval.com

309.981.9716

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS
BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE
BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE
STOCKING DEALER

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER
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To say the Young Competitors were
impressive would be an understatement.
These kids were just plain awesome. I
was witness to good attitudes, humor, and
good sportsmanship. They looked great in
their clean cut, colorful patriotic uniforms
that reflected greatly on their Coaches,
Parents, Community and the Sponsors that
made this event happen. Needless to say,
they made a lot of new friends and it was
just plain fun.
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Girls compete as equals, not a bad idea
when you think about it.
The students are already qualified
Safe Hunters, this is the advanced course
like “Top Gun” “If you can shoot we will
make you better.” Every kid that is there is
already a winner just to make the team, so
they all play to win as an individual and as
a team to see how far they can go. There
is no loss of self-esteem, if you don’t win
1st Place, reminding me of the statement
of martial art actor Jim Kelly in Enter the
Dragon, who said to the effect, “If I lose
no one will notice, because I’ll be looking
so good.” Yes, sometimes it’s a close
call with a shot and there is a little luck
involved too. In the end where skill is only
gained by perfect practice and study the

A team prepares to take the field
with Black Powder Rifles.

The underlying qualities that this
event promotes deals with what I call the
3 Rs of the Outdoors. REALITY, RESPECT
and RESPONSIBILITY. Every aspect of
Hunter Education deals with the 3 Rs
as this philosophy carries on too many
other of life’s challenges. Reality comes
immediately when you realize that a bullet
is forever; this is emphasized constantly
by the instructors until Safety becomes
second nature. The student learns that
respect for their Parents, Instructors,
Personal Property and the Environment
leads to Self Respect in the achievement
of a special trust. With a firearm, as with
a car, or another controllable destructive
force comes much responsibility as the
student enters the adult world, a place
where trustworthiness is paramount to
success. This is one game where Boys and

student quickly discovers the old adage
that, “Luck Favors a Prepared Mind.”
To get involved in your state there
is a full layout of rules and how to start
Coach Richard Jumonville and
Grand Master Keith Lowery know
the true meaning of Pass It On.

LAKE MILLE LACS
WORLD-CLASS SMALLMOUTH
18” - 21” ARE COMMON!

Huge Northern, Big Walleye & Record Muskies!
Located on Lake Mille Lacs this world famous lake features some
of the best Walleye, Jumbo Perch, Bass, Northern and Muskie fishing
available today. Whether it’s open water fishing on our Spacious
4-hour Fishing Launches in the Summer or a Private Launch fishing event,
a good time will be had by all. Lake Mille Lacs is Minnesota’s second
largest lake covering 132,000 acres with 76,000 miles of shoreline.

EAT, SLEEP & FISH PACKAGE:
ONLY $125! (Per Person, Double Occupancy)
Executing the
perfect shot,
11 year old
Cohen
Trosclair
shows us how
its done on the
3d Archery
Range.

Sunday - Wednesday
2-Launch Fishing Trips,
Lodging at Resort,
Breakfast & Dinner!

320.692.4413 • 800.450.4682

Check out the webcam & photos on the website!

www.TwinPinesMilleLacs.com

Twin Pines is just south
of Garrison on Hwy 169
overlooking St. Alban’s
Bay on Mille Lacs’
magnificent Westside!

Hydraulic dredging

l ong r eacH dredging

Your Waterfront
is OUR Business
• Large Docks
• Small Docks
• Large shoreline solutions
• Small shoreline solutions
• Large dredging projects
• Small silt removal projects
We are prepared for any size
waterfront solution you may need.
Let our experienced staff
customize a dredge plan for you!

Nicknamed “The Vortex Girls” they
gave us a demonstration on calling
the shots with the Spotting Scope.
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e rosion control

Barge dredging

Providing Dredging, Sea Walls,
Shoreline Solutions, Silt Removal, Riprap,
Docks, Barge service or any other
small to large waterfront work.

small to large dredging

Booking for 2018 • Fully insured • 16 years experience • We complete all permits

877-875-2463 Office • 309-678-2303 Mobile • Illinois City, IL

Website: superiorseawalls.com • Email: dharper @ superiorseawalls.com
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Luck favors . . .
continued

Fred Thomas . . . continued
“He was our connection back to the
very early days,” Herscher said.
A fourth generation works at the
resort today: Herscher and his wife, Mya;
and Thomas-Teliz’s son, Ted Telitz.
Both Herscher and Mya were teachers
in Rodgers, Minnesota, before the two
decided the best place to raise their
children was at the resort.
For the family, Herscher said, the resort
has sort of a “Love Boat” connection in that
all of Warren’s daughters married someone
who either was a guest or had worked at the
resort, a tradition Herscher has also carried
on.
“I met my wife at the resort,” he
said. “She was a guest and her family still
comes.”
Those guests have kept the resort
thriving for 90 years and this season is no
exception with most of the 21 units fully
booked for the season.
“We mostly have repeat guests,”
Herscher said. “Lots of the same people

your own team on line.
It won’t be easy as
this is serious business
that requires an expert
coach,
assistants,
equipment
and
a
highly motivated team
of junior and senior
competitors from age
10 to 18 that are there
to learn and win. I think
we truly have an AllAmerican concept here
that goes much further
than hitting a bull’s-eye
or winning a trophy.
Youth Hunter Education
Challenge makes safe
the new outdoorsmen
while to quote Ted
Nugent, gives rise to,”
A good Steward to the
Spirit of the Wild.” Pass
it on.
Uncle John wasted no time revising Team Top Gun, First Member 12-yearold Landon Harrison says he is going to win with a Henry Rifle, Made in
America or Not Made at All...from the looks of things he just might do it.

2 LOCATIONS:
3711 Amber • Pinckneyville, IL
618-357-2711
477 Hwy 6 West • Oxford, MS
662-236-7773

Find Details & Pictures of Inventory at:

MooreBrothersAutoSales.com
WELCOME TO

THE BULLET TRAP!
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come back year after year after year. Like
my wife’s family has been coming for their
16th or 17th year. We’ve had guest who’ve
come for over 50 years. It’s their tradition.”
What makes Fred Thomas Resort so
unique is that it is still around after 90 years
after so many resorts have been closed or
the cottages sold off as condominiums, a
move that was popular in 1990s during high
real estate values. Fred Thomas, however,
remains under original family ownership
and management.
“I think it just runs in the family,”
Herscher said. “Having grown up here and
experienced what is like to grow up in the
middle of nature and having the lake right
here and meeting people who come back
year after year and making friends — you
look forward to them coming and you’re sad
when they leave. There is just something
about growing up here that you can’t beat.
Having grown up here, I loved it and I knew
very early on I wanted to do this, too. You
could make a heck of lot more money
selling it (resort) off individually, but it isn’t
all about the money. It’s not why you do it.”

FAETH’S

FOWL PLAY

2470 235th St.
Fort Madison, IA
1-877-BIRDHUNT
www.FaethsFowlPlay.com

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.

You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

THE “CABIN”

Experience state-of-the-art
indoor recreational target shooting!

279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now
open for business. We carry a variety of
firearms and accessories. We also accept
guns on trade and consignment.

(217) 764-5678
The-bullettrap.com

The Bullet Trap is available for private
parties and special events.

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:

Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat
Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting
Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups
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A CALL FOR A SQUIRREL
-HUNTING REVIVAL

By Amy Hatfield

A SQUIRREL-HUNTING REVIVAL MIGHT
BENEFIT HUNT CULTURE, BUT WHAT’S
CERTAIN IS IT WOULD DARN-SURE ENRICH
AMERICA’S KITCHEN TABLES.
There are serious hunters across the
American landscape who won’t hunt or eat
squirrel. And that’s bogus for lots of reasons.
First off, is it true? Well, yeah. The
most recent U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) survey reports more than 11 million
hunters chase big game, while only 4.5 million
hunt small game. I mean, squirrel doesn’t even
get its own category on the report’s bar chart.
Deeper into the study, we do learn squirrels
were the most popular type of small game
hunted. So there’s that little consolation prize.
There was a time when small game made
the covers of sporting magazines, but you don’t
see that much anymore. This trend is likely
the result of something that’s actually a great
source of pride within the hunting community:
the resurgence of big game hunting and the
dedicated work of state and federal wildlife
agencies to improve herds and boost populations
back to historically healthy numbers.
GenX and Millennial hunters enjoy
way more access to big game than the Baby
Boomer generation ever did in their formative
years. Problem is, this kind of abundance has
cast a long shadow over small-game hunting.
3 WAYS SQUIRREL HUNTING IS A
NEW HUNTER’S BEST TEACHER: “There’s
no better way to introduce someone to hunting
than through squirrel hunting,” said Mark
Hatfield, a certified wildlife biologist for the
National Wild Turkey Federation. “For one thing,
young kids can hunt squirrels successfully and
they can do it while doing what kids do: moving
around a lot and exploring.”
1. WOODSMANSHIP: Knowing where
to find them, meaning you’ve got to know
the types of trees you need to be around,
knowing the squirrel’s sounds – if they’re
barking or cutting – is important. And just
like other animals, they behave differently
during different times of the year. Plus, part
of woodsmanship is stealth. You have to learn
how to be quiet, to recognize paths of least
resistance and that kind of thing.

Photo: Billy Willingham, White
County Historical Society

2. MARKSMANSHIP: Squirrel hunting
gives you a chance to advance in marksmanship.
Hatfield started hunting squirrels with a
shotgun when he was 13 or 14 years-old. As
his marksmanship improved, he squirrel-hunted
with a rifle, which offered a new challenge and
was better for the squirrel meat.
3. FOOD PREP: Knowing how to skin
an animal, identify the cuts of meat and
preparing wild meat for cooking can be
overwhelming, especially if your first hunt is
a successful big game hunt. More and more,
younger generations of hunters are motivated
to handle the meat they kill themselves and
starting off with a few pounds of meat verses
hundreds of pounds of meat, is a great small
step into the nuances of these skills.
Squirrel hunting has a number of
things going for it, not excluding that it’s an
accessible way of acquiring wild game. If a)
you’ve never hunted wild game before or, b),
you struck out most of big-game season and
the freezer’s a little short on meat.
BY GOD, EAT THE SQUIRREL! Squirrel
hunting is part of the legacy Americans inherited
from our heroes, self-reliant, resourceful guys
like Daniel Boone and Hugh Glass. Every meat,
even potted meat, has value and holds a place
in America’s colorful history.
“Squirrel supplemented the protein of
frontier families who needed meat to bolster
their stews, while canned SPAM offered an
inexpensive alternative to fresh options during
challenging economic times and World War
II,” wrote Li Zhou for the Smithsonian.
And, anyway, this squirrel eating thing
isn’t a hurdle for your taste buds or stomach to
overcome, it’s a hurdle that lives only in the mind.
Here’s an excerpt of Steven Rinella’s tasting notes
on squirrel, taken from his book, “Meateater.”
“Over the years, I’ve cooked squirrel in
many good ways: dredged in flour and then
browned in a pan and then braised in game
stock; dredged in flour and then browned in a
pan and then baked; marinated in water and
cider vinegar, then browned and braised. Usually
the flesh comes out the color of hot chocolate,
but with a silky, rich quality to it. It does look a lot
like the dark leg meat of a braised chicken.”

he Daniel Boone Squirrel Gun
for Only $27!
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Showroom loaded with New
& Pre-owned Boat Specials!

2018 Ranger Reata 220C Pontoon

2018 Ranger Z519 Bass Boat

2018 Ranger RT188 Aluminum

Details at www.bedford-sales.com
Email questions to
bedfordsales@sbcglobal.net
or call 815-942-1333
879 Bedford Road, Morris, IL
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SCENT “MUST HAVES” IN THE FIELD
by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz • marleneasomag@gmail.com

As the whitetail deer opener gets closer
I start to think of what scents and lures I need
to have not only to begin my season afield but
also what I will need as it progresses. My
time in the woods is more productive and
pleasurable when I’m organized so I like to
begin my preparation early.
EARLY SEASON: I enjoy getting out
that first weekend because the deer haven’t
been spooked by all the extra activity from
hunters in their area. Since everything is
still green and lush it allows me to walk to
my stand quietly. Once the temperatures fall
and the leaves drop I’m aware of how noisily
each step can be as I take the same route to
my stand through the dried vegetation.
Curiosity scents. Deer are still
moving naturally during those first weeks of

the season, so I like to put out a curiosity
scent by one or more of my shooting lanes.
My lure of choice is Wildlife Researches
Trail’s End #307®. At camp I will dip a
highly absorbent “felt” wick into the bottle
and then screw the cap back on the plastic
Quik-Wiks® dispenser and place it in a
plastic zip lock bag for convenience since
I like to take several with me.
These
dispensers are easy to hang on a branch or
twig plus the bright orange color make them
easier to find when it’s time to collect them
and head back to camp.
I also like to dip a Key-Wick®
in Golden Doe® because of its nonthreatening appeal. This is a good way
to fill a doe tag and it is effective season
long. Who knows that curious doe may even
have a nice buck in tow as the rut activity
becomes more intense.
Rubber Gloves. Even the slightest
bit of human scent can turn curiosity into
nervous suspicion for a deer. I wear rubber
gloves each time I’m handling any bottle,
dispenser, dripper etc. that I plan to place
near my stand.
Clothes Wash. Weeks before the

season started I treated all my clothes in
Scent Killer® clothing wash and packed
them in airtight containers. However,
sometimes an article of clothing needs to be

freshened up because it became thoroughly
soiled from field dressing a deer or wading
through a really muddy area. For those
small cleaning jobs, I buy a couple “single”

Drippers dispense the scent in only during the day encouraging the bucks to
check them out during daylight hours

NOW A PROUD DEALER OF

THE WORLD’S
#1 SELLING
TRACTOR,
MAHINDRA.

Authorized Dealer

Doubet Seed Co.
Dusty Polhemus

Horse Feed - Pet Foods - Exotic Pet Food - Livestock Feeds - Bird Seed
Bedding - Hay - Straw - Special Order Feeds - Lawn & Garden

9701 W. Farmington Rd
Hanna City, IL 61536

PHONE: 309-565-4271
Shown: eMAX 20s

www.henrysservicecenter.com
2244 W. Morton, Ave,
SMITH TRACTOR
.
0000 Street Name Town
Name IL 62650
Jacksonville,
000.000.0000 .dealersite.com

BLACKTOP CONTRACTORS • FREE ESTIMATES

Snow Removal • Driveways • Parking Lots • Tennis Courts
Seal Coating • Mulch Firewood • Coal • Sand • Gravel • White Rock

BRIAN ROWDEN • DEREK VESTAL
225 N. Second St., Pekin, IL 61554

346-0564

217-243-5400
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packets of clothing wash designed to do
just one load of laundry.
Scent Reducing Spray. The scent
reducing spray that has consistently worked
for me is Scent Killer® so I always have a
large spray bottle in my truck. Several years
ago, I bought a 4 oz travel spray bottle that
I fill with Scent Killer® and throw in my
fanny pack. I like to give my hands a quick
squirt before I climb up my ladder stand.
I’ve had deer smell the rungs of my ladder
stand where I’ve grasped them. From the
first day I begin hunting until I quit for the
year this mini spray bottle is always close
at hand.
Field Wipes. During the early
season we can still experience some hot
temperatures. Even a relaxed walk to stand
can cause the sweat to flow. A quick touch
up with a field wipe can help fight your
human odor. I carry a package of these in
my pack all season long.
PRE-RUT. In Minnesota and
Wisconsin, it seems that buck movement
increases around mid-October. Now, I start
looking for the reopening of old scrapes and
any new ones that have been made along
the tote roads and trails I use to get to my
stands. I also look for rubs and if I can see
several to indicate a direction the buck may
be traveling as he makes them.
I’ve had success creating mock scrapes

near recently made scrapes as well as
where several trails intersect. Once I start
using a dripper like the Magnum® I know I
will not have to refill it for at least a couple
of weeks. After thoroughly clearing a spot
to hang the dripper I fill it with a 4 oz bottle
of Active Scrape®, overhanging branch
about 5 feet above the bare spot. I’ve seen
does, spikes and other yearlings check out
my drippers during the time I sat over them.
RUT. The rut is truly an exciting time
for the bowhunter. Bucks of all sizes come
from every direction and at every hour of
the day. Now I try to spend as much time
as possible sitting in the woods. Active
Scrape® in my drippers is now replaced
with Golden Scrape® because it is a blend
of estrus and musk scents.
Each time I head to my stand I bring
along wicks dipped in Special Golden
Estrus® which I hang in every one of my
shooting lanes. A well-placed wick can give
you the moments needed to make a great
shot at that trophy buck as it focuses on that
wick and nothing else.
Taking time to learn how to use scents
and lure really get you “into” the hunt and
can give you at least one opportunity to
harvest that “special” deer.
Until next month, don’t forget to take
you daughter, granddaughter or niece
bowhunting.
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Golden Doe works as a curiosity scent throughout the entire season.

WE STOCK A LARGE DISPLAY OF JON BOATS, BASS BOATS & PONTOONS!
700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520

CALL US: 309.647.3421
www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

Closeouts on all remaining in stock Bass Boats. Discounts up to $2,000
178 Ranger • 188 Ranger • 198 Ranger

SALES & SERVICE
Ranger 178

Lowe FM 160 Pro

Lowe 1648
*

2018
Closeout
Sale

RT 188 & RT 198P
5 Available all must
go. Up to $2,000
disount

Lowe Rebates up to $1500! Check out many other rebates & factory Incentives on Boats & Motors . . . Ask for Details!

Lowe SS210

FIND CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST SELECTION OF BOATS & MOTORS WITH A LARGE ACCESSORY DEPARTMENT! SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.
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PREVENTING HEATSTROKE
IN YOUR GUN-DOG
By GVO Staff

HYPERTHERMIA, OR HEATSTROKE, IS
A REAL CONCERN FOR DOGS HUNTING
OR TRAINING IN EARLY-SEASON WARM
WEATHER. HERE’S HOW TO PREVENT IT
AND TREAT IT IF IT HAPPENS.
Most classic retrieving breeds —
Labradors, Chessies, goldens and such —
have heavier coats than those of upland
working breeds like pointers and setters,
and their pelages can quickly contribute
to overheating in the early season. This is
even more pronounced in dark-coated dogs
and those with double coats.
Signs of heatstroke, or hyperthermia,

include rapid panting, pale gums,
heavily bloodshot eyes, weakness and
unsteadiness, thick drool, vomiting and
diarrhea. Left untreated, hyperthermia can
lead to coma and death, and it doesn’t take
long. Mild heatstroke is said to occur when
a dog’s body temperature climbs between
104 and 106 degrees Fahrenheit. Beyond
that 106 mark, death can come quickly.
How to prevent it? Good hydration, a
solid physical fitness profile of lean body
mass, a sound nutrition program, and
made-for-dogs energy bars and electrolyte
supplements. Dogs kept outside all the

time will acclimate better to and be
able to hunt longer in higher-temp
conditions. If your dog begins acting
overheated, find shade, find water,
and stay put until the dog is either
recovered enough to continue to
hunt or can make it back to the truck
on his own. If he’s not recovering
during a break, carry him back to the truck.
If you have entered hyperthermia
territory, there are a couple things you
can do. Cool water poured over the body
and paired with a fan can help get the
core temperature steadily (not quickly)
returned to normal. Keep the treatment up
until the body temperature reaches 103,
then dry the dog and keep him quiet and
in a cool, comfortable place. Make sure
you keep hydrating, but in small amounts;
do not let the dog drink endlessly, as
he could bloat. Ice cubes are okay, too,

August 2018

but give him small pieces and in small
amounts. Most importantly, get even a
mildly heat-struck dog to the vet. Organ
damage, heart failure, blood clotting and
other lasting problems can occur even in
moderate cases. And keep in mind that the
dog that suffers heat stroke once is more
susceptible to a recurrence in the future,
so proper and swift treatment to minimize
or prevent permanent damage and restore
electrolyte and blood chemistry balances
during a first-time occurrence is essential.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

GUN DOG TRAINING
Specialize in all Pointing Breeds

Insuring A
Happy Dog
that Loves
What it Does!

Let 40 Years Experience Work for You!
Employing Patient, Positive Methods ...

EXCELLENT TRAINING GROUNDS, FACILITIES
& CARE FOR YOUR DOG SECOND TO NONE!
Competitive Rates . . . Call for Reservations & Directions

Special Care For Your Special Pet
We are dedicated to companion animal
cremation & burial. You can be assured your
pet will be treated with dignity & respect.

618-599-4789

Gerry MacKenzie • McLeansboro, Illinois

“We’d like to believe they’ll be with us
forever. . . and in our hearts, they are.”

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

Meadow Valley Center
2075 Washington Rd, Washington, IL 61571
(309) 745-3600
DeitersPetServices.com • info@deiterspetservices.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL

dogcamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com
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TIPS TO CALM HYPER
HUNTING DOGS
By Scott Linden

STAYING COOL AND CALM IS A BETTER
WAY TO INTERACT WITH HYPER DOGS.
ANTICIPATE STRESS-INDUCERS, HEADING
THEM OFF BEFORE THEY IMPACT YOUR
DOGS’ BEHAVIOR, BY MAINTAINING
YOUR OWN COOL HEAD AND ACTIONS.
I’m a Type-A kind of guy, but am slowly
learning that staying cool and calm is a
better way to interact with my hyper dogs.
I’m doing my best to anticipate stressinducers, heading them off before they
impact my dogs’ behavior, by maintaining
my own cool head and actions.
My older dog Buddy is a mirror of
my emotional state – so responsive to
my internal machinations, you’d think we
were linked telepathically. When he is
nervous or tentative I know it’s probably
something I’m doing. Conversely, he has
shown me how to help stay positive, avoid
these issues and get back to hunting or
training … with distraction and diversion.
Translation: dial down the energy level.

It can sometimes be as simple as
breaking his train of thought. Calling his
name, a hand clap, hitting the locator
beeper, or offering a food treat might
solve your immediate problem. Other
times, you’re going to have to get out of
your recliner.
Leaving the house can lead to
separation anxiety. That in turn can lead to
new curtain purchases, expensive carpet
cleaning bills and long explanations to
the sheriff’s deputy when the neighbors
complain about incessant barking. If your
dog really suffers, you’ll want professional
advice. But in the short term, ask someone
to help by training or playing with your
dog as you’re heading out the door. I try to
keep things low key when departing and
returning, even sneaking away if necessary.
Even when you’re home, barking can
drive you and your neighbors nuts. Why
not shift the dynamic, distract your hunting
partner with something more productive?

A retrieving session shifts his mental state
to a more constructive mode, as might a
few obedience drills.
At our house, it’s deer – we have a
bunch living behind the place. At your
house, it might be other dogs, the mail
carrier or passing cars … all can be a
source of interest – and anxiety.
Whether it’s a porcupine or a rival
stud, you’re better off being proactive with
something more engaging than having to
break up a confrontation. Have a go-to
strategy and keep it handy: a retrieving
bumper by the front door, or a command
for something he’ll drop everything to do.
I like “dinner time!”
Unless you’ve got the perfect dog, you
and he can both use a little more training.
Using it as a diversion from bad behavior is
like hitting two birds with one shot.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

Rick Joseph from East Peoria
with a nice trout caught in
North Carolina. Thanks to
Mike O’Bryan with
REMAX Traders Unlimited
for the great Photo. Call Mike
at 309-687-5069 for all of
your commercial needs.

VISIT OUR TWO
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL
and
2512 W. Main St.
Shelbyville, IL

B&R Construction has new & used
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .
They can design one for you!

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com
SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap
SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com
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MAKANDA: GATEWAY TO GIANT CITY
AND OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

August 2018

By Southernmost Illinois Tourism

With its breathtaking natural beauty
and unlimited opportunities for outdoor
recreation, a trip to Giant City State Park and
the Makanda area offers loads of fun. From
camping and horseback riding to fishing and
rappelling, it’s an outdoor lover’s paradise.
You will love the many hiking trails. Especially
popular is the Giant City Nature Trail, home
of the “Giant City Streets” - huge bluffs of
sandstone formed 12,000 years ago.
GIANT CITY VISITOR CENTER:
Learn about the ‘Giant Streets’ that gave the
park it’s name and get maps and trail details.
8 - 4 daily.
Giant City State Park Visitor’s Center
contains an exhibit hall with displays of the
natural, cultural, and geological features of
the park. Don’t miss the 10 minute film about
the park in the audio/visual room. There is a
Discovery Corner that kids love to explore.

Ask about the scavenger hunt for kids. Get a
prize upon returning it at the end of the hike
all filled out, but watch your time, the center
closes at 4 PM.
Rock climbing and rappeling
Climbing and rappelling are permitted
at the park in two locations. The areas of
Devil’s Standtable cliff and Shelter #1 bluff
at the Makanda entrance are accessible
to climbers, and ropes are permitted on
these cliffs. Climbers should bring their own
equipment and go directly to the bluff, no
check-in is necessary. No permanent anchors
allowed. All climbing activities at the park
are conducted at your own risk. Cliffs are
steep and sandstone can be slippery when

wet. Venomous copperhead snakes, an
Illinois protected species, are found on
sunny ledges. Please use caution. Southern
Illinois sandstone bluff plant communities are
fragile, so tread lightly in these areas. Always
carry out what you carry in!

Call Southernmost Illinois
Tourism Bureau for a guide to
outdoor adventures: 800-248-4373

www.southernmostillinois.com
Over 25 Years
of Experience
Call Us & Save!
Diagnosis

Repair

BROOKS TRANSMISSION, INC.
ASE & Chevrolet Certified
Foreign & Domestic Automotive Service
Automatic Transmission Specialist
22165 IL Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568

Phone: (309) 925-5601
Cell: (309) 251-2426

900 North Main Street, Dupo, IL 62239

618-286-5252 • Dupomarinecenter@gmail.com

www.dupomarinecenter.com
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Hiking
Exploration of the picturesque natural
wonders of Giant City State Park can
be enjoyed along the Post Oak, Devil’s
Standtable, Giant City, Stonefort, Indian
Creek, Trillium and Arrowwood trails. The
Post Oak Trail has been designed for disabled
visitors. The 12-mile Red Cedar Hiking Trail
provides an invigorating challenge to the
truly dedicated backpacker, and offers an
overnight campsite at the halfway point. In
Spring, Summer & fall, be sure to use insect
and tick repellent. Trillium Trail is a great
place to see spring flowers.
Hiking is available year-round, and if
you have visited in another season winter
can offer a very different experience. The
weather is generally mild, and you can pretty
much have the trails all to yourself. Enjoy a
peacefulness that only winter can provide.
Winter is a great time to enjoy the
slower, quieter side of Shawnee Forest

Country in Southernmost Illinois. The cooler
temperatures mean no bugs and the trees are
bare, allowing you to see much further into
the forests. Bluffs hidden behind the summer
foliage emerge dramatically into sight.
Don’t miss this rustic beauty of
Giant City Lodge, and a great place to
refuel your body after an active day!
Amazing hand-hewn log built lodge
always impresses, and is a fun place to dine.
Built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in
the 1930s, the spacious Lodge offers rustic
beauty with multi-hued sandstone and
white oak timber.
The Lodge serves breakfast, lunch, and
dinner daily, with an excellent reputation for
food and hospitality. You’re sure to enjoy some
of the best fried chicken ever if you choose
the specialty of the Lodge, the all-you-can-eat
Family Style Chicken Dinner. Be sure and save
room for some warm fruit cobbler!
The Lodge also features a lounge and

historic Clem & Arlies bar, gift shop, and
guest cabins for a quiet getaway.
Much of Giant City was built by the
Civilian Conservation Corps or CCC. A statue
dedicated to the CCC sits in the courtyard.
Be sure and climb the spiral staircase of
the Giant City water tower for the scenic views.
Cabin rental: 3 styles of cabins are
available for rent.
The Historic Cabins are located on the
south side of the Lodge, set in the location
of the original CCC built cabins. These oneroom cabins offer two double beds.
The Prairie Cabins are located north of the
lodge, offering a queen bed in the bedroom,
with a full-size Murphy bed in the living
room. Each unit connects to another unit by
a common door.
Larger and more scenic with stylish
decor, there are four Bluff Cabins nestled in
the bluffs near the Lodge offering two queen
beds in the bedroom, an electric fireplace

2 Great Locations . . .
on the North & South end
of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

AUGUST 1-31, 2018 SPECIAL
$99.00 PLUS TAX PER PERSON
FISHING PACKAGE
INCLUDES:
3 DAYS FISHING (BOAT • MOTOR
GAS • BAIT • ICE) • 3 NIGHTS LODGING

GROUPS OF 3 ONLY

WE WILL MATCH ANY FISHING PACKAGE AT
REELFOOT LAKE FOR THE TIME OF MONTH
THEY ARE OFFERED! CHECK OUT ALL
PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge
Units all with Fully
Equipped Kitchens!
Jon & Pontoon Boat Rental
Bait & Tackle Shop

100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com

• All Inclusive Includes:
Food, Beverages & Lodging
• 3 Days - 4 Nights Fully
Guided
• All Inclusive Includes: Food,
Beverages & Lodging
• Cleaning & Packaging of
Game Birds
• WiFi, Ping-Pong & Pool Table
• All Transportation Furnished
• Corporate Hunts Available
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in the living room, a wet bar with a small
refrigerator, and a deck overlooking the
woods below.
Giant City Stables: Saddle up for trail
rides with experienced wranglers through
private trails
Even if you don’t want to ride, walk through
the stables to see, and even pet the horses.
The Stable maintains approximately 30
horses of different types and breeds for your
enjoyment. There are horses of all different
levels and will match you with a horse that
meets your needs. The trail rides are guided
by experienced wranglers, who lead you
through 3 plus miles of private trails in the
heart of Giant City State Park.
Pony Rides: Hand led pony rides are
available for children. These rides are hand
led by one of our wranglers on a short trail.
Shawnee Bluffs Canopy Tour: Enjoy
the breeze zipping through the trees!

continued on page 90
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WATERFOWL 2017
2018-2019 FEDERAL DUCK STAMPS ON SALE FRIDAY, JUNE 29

MEMPHIS, TN – June 27, 2018 – The new
2018-2019 federal duck stamp goes on sale
Friday, June 29. The stamps, which cost $25,
are valid from July 1 through June 30, 2019.
Purchased by millions of waterfowl hunters,
wildlife enthusiasts and collectors every year,
duck stamps help raise money to purchase
and protect wetlands for ducks, geese and
other wildlife species.
“Duck stamps are one of the traditional
ways hunters and others invest in wetland
and waterfowl conservation,” said DU CEO
Dale Hall. “We encourage everyone, whether
they hunt waterfowl or not, to buy one or more
duck stamps to help conserve our precious
wetland resources. The federal duck stamp is
a powerful tool for conservation in the United
States. Every year the program raises more
than $38 million used to purchase and protect
wetlands in the National Wildlife Refuge
System. These habitats benefit waterfowl
and numerous other species of wildlife. It’s

an incredibly successful program we should
support and be proud of.”
The artwork for the 2018-2019 stamp
was created by Bob Hautman, an artist from
Delano, Minnesota. His painting features
a pair of mallards. This is Hautman’s third
federal duck stamp contest win. His art
previously appeared on the 1997-1998 and
2001-2002 federal duck stamps.
A recent Ducks Unlimited online film
joined the Hautman brothers on a special
waterfowling trip to North Dakota. Joe, Jim
and Bob Hautman are renowned wildlife
artists and perennial winners of the federal
duck stamp contest. Watch the film at www.
ducks.org/dufilms.
This year’s junior duck stamp features an
acrylic painting of an emperor goose, painted
by Rayen Kang of John’s Creek, Georgia.
More than 3,000 junior duck stamps are
sold annually for $5 each to help promote
conservation education through art.

The duck stamp, also known as the
Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation
Stamp, dates back to 1934. Since then, the
program has raised more than $1 billion to
help acquire and protect more than 6 million
acres of habitat in the National Wildlife
Refuge System.
A first day of sale ceremony for the
federal and junior duck stamps will be held
at 10:30 a.m. Friday, June 29, at Bass Pro
Shops, 7000 Arundel Mills Circle, Hanover,
Maryland.
Waterfowl hunters age 16 and older are
required to purchase and carry a duck stamp
while hunting. A duck stamp also provides
free admission to national wildlife refuges
(NWRs) that are open to the public. Duck
stamps are sold at post offices nationwide
and at many NWRs and sporting goods
stores. Electronic versions of the duck stamp
can also be purchased online – visit https://
www.fws.gov/birds/news/180607-First-Day-

of-Sale-promo.php for more information.
Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world’s
largest nonprofit organization dedicated
to conserving North America’s continually
disappearing waterfowl habitats. Established
in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has conserved more
than 14 million acres thanks to contributions
from more than a million supporters across the
continent. Guided by science and dedicated
to program efficiency, DU works toward the
vision of wetlands sufficient to fill the skies
with
waterfowl
today, tomorrow
and forever. For
more information
on our work, visit
www.ducks.org.

LATE SEASON SPECIAL

$300 PER PERSON PER DAY

NON-GUIDED HUNT • INCLUDES LODGING AND “WILD BIRD
ONLY” HUNTING • INCLUSIVE PACKAGES ALSO AVAILABLE

DECEMBER 15 – FEBRUARY 28TH

Remington® veRsa max.® any load. anywheRe. eveRy time.

Any perceived advantage of an inertia-driven autoloader dies the
instant you shoulder a VERSA MAX®. Its new VersaPort ® gas system
cycles every load, from light 2 ¾" to heavy 3 ½" magnums, with
flawless consistency, dramatically less recoil and less maintenance
than any other autoloader out there.
For a devastating combination,
choose Hypersonic Steel.®
At 1,700 fps, it’s the world’s
fastest, hardest-hitting steel.

Made in the USA
by American workers

©2013 Remington ARms CompAny, LLC.

HICKS TRADING STATION

www.sdpheasantacres.com • 605-850-3000

Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop • HicksForGuns.com
Open 9am-5pm • 7 days wk
4952 State Rt. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL • 618-357-2583
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DUCKS UNLIMITED ENCOURAGES IDNR SEEKING APPLICANTS FOR
ILLINOIS CONSERVATION POLICE
FARM BILL CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE TO INCLUDE VITAL POSITIONS
CONSERVATION PROVISIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – As Congress reconciles
the Senate and House Farm Bills, Ducks Unlimited
remains committed to passing a bill that delivers
strong voluntary, incentive-based conservation
programs that promote healthy wildlife habitats
benefiting all Americans.
 	 “As a fifth-generation farmer and rancher
from Texas, I’ve seen firsthand how important
agriculture is in achieving our nation’s conservation
goals,” said Ducks Unlimited President Rogers
Hoyt. “Ducks Unlimited urges Congress to swiftly
appoint conferees who will begin the work
of reaching consensus and send a bill to the
president’s desk. We look forward to working with
the conference committee to ensure that the final
bill includes a conservation title that provides a
strong safety net for producers and abundant
wildlife habitat for future generations to enjoy.”
Ducks Unlimited’s volunteer leaders—
who have engaged throughout the Farm Bill
reauthorization process with the Senate and House
agriculture committees through hearings, field
tours and personal meetings—are pleased to see
many of Ducks Unlimited’s policy priorities reflected

AUGUST 1 OCTOBER 31
BUY A NEW BROWNING
AND SAVE BIG BUCKS.

SAVE

OVER & UNDER SHOTGUNS
AUTOLOADING SHOTGUNS
RIMFIRE RIFLES
CENTERFIRE RIFLES
(EXCLUDING X-BOLT)

SAVE

X-BOLT RIFLES
BPS SHOTGUNS
HANDGUNS
SEE YOUR BROWNING DEALER
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS
REBATE. REDEEM ONLINE
AT REBATES.BROWNING.COM.
OFFER VALID ON CONSUMER PURCHASE OF
NEW ELIGIBLE FIREARMS PURCHASED
BETWEEN AUGUST 1 - OCTOBER 31, 2018.
AVAILABLE IN THE U.S. AND CANADA.

in both bills. Ducks Unlimited’s 2018 Farm Bill
priorities can be seen here.
Approximately seventy percent of the land
in the lower 48 states is privately owned. As
the largest federal investment in private lands
conservation in the country, the Farm Bill plays a
vital role in helping America’s farmers, ranchers
and other private landowners conserve our
nation’s diverse wildlife resources.
The current Farm Bill is set to expire
September 30, 2018.
For more information, visit ducks.org. Ducks
Unlimited Inc. is the world’s largest nonprofit
organization dedicated to conserving North
America’s continually disappearing waterfowl
habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has
conserved more than 14 million acres thanks to
contributions from more than a million supporters
across the continent. Guided by science and
dedicated to program efficiency, DU works toward
the vision of wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with
waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever. For more
information on our work,
visit www.ducks.org.

Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The Chicago
CMS Testing Center will offer the test on Monday
through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The
Marion, Rockford and Champaign CMS Testing
Centers will only offer the exam by appointment.
Applicants who are seeking Veterans Preference
Points or a waiver of the college degree requirement
under PA 97-0948, and who have not yet established
their status with the CMS Veterans Outreach Program,
must submit their military documentation to CMSVOP as soon as possible prior to testing to establish
their veterans preference status. Questions regarding
establishing veterans preference status should be
directed to CMS-VOP at 217-524-1313.
Applicants who are currently employed as a fulltime Police Officer with full law enforcement authority
in the State of Illinois may be eligible to participate in
a “fast-track” training process that would waive the
14-week Basic Law Enforcement Academy.
For more information on the IDNR Office of Law
Enforcement and the Conservation Police Officer
hiring process, review the detailed information
available on the IDNR website at https://
www.dnr.illinois.gov/LawEnforcement/Pages/
ConservationPoliceOfficerCareerOpportunities.
aspx or contact Lt. Curt Lewis, IDNR Office of
Law Enforcement, One Natural Resources Way,
Springfield, IL 62702-1271, phone 217-785-8407,
e-mail curt.lewis@Illinois.gov.

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois Department of
Natural Resources (IDNR) is seeking applicants for
the position of Conservation Police Officer Trainee.
The Department is beginning the selection process
with the written exam to be administered July 1,
2018 to August 30, 2018, with the intent to hire up
to 20 officers in 2019.
Interested applicants should complete a CMS100
employment application from the Illinois Department
of Central Management Services (CMS), which can
be found online through this link: https://www.illinois.
gov/sites/work/Pages/CMS100_help.aspx
Applicants should also review the
hiring information contained on the IDNR
Law Enforcement webpage:
https://www.
dnr.illinois.gov/LawEnforcement/Pages/
ConservationPoliceOfficerCareerOpportunities.aspx
Conservation Police Officer Trainee is a state
employment position title for which CMS does not
test on a regular basis, so those interested in the
position are encouraged to apply and participate in
the testing scheduled only from July 1, 2018 through
August 30, 2018 only. Interested applicants must take
a completed CMS100 Application to the CMS Testing
Facilities. CMS100 applications mailed in to CMS in
advance will not be accepted. The Springfield CMS
Testing Center will offer the test on Monday through
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CLIMATE CHANGE BITES! THE IMPACTS OF TICKS ON
WILDLIFE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND OUTDOOR RECREATION

National Wildlife
Federation

Ask any hunter, angler, birder,
or gardener and they will tell
you that the environment is
changing. Americans have
a passion for the outdoors.
Unfortunately, across the United States
and around the world, climate change
poses an increasingly dire threat to wildlife,
communities, and public health. Changes to
our climate are destroying critical wild-life
habitat, causing species’ ranges to shift,
decreasing available food and water for
wildlife, changing the chemistry of the ocean,
and increasing the rate of species’ extinction.
Of huge concern are warmer winters, which
serve as a welcome mat for pests like ticks to
expand their range.
Ticks, which are not insects but arachnids
(like spiders), are pests that outdoor enthusiasts
have learned to avoid. Climate change is
influencing ticks, the survival of their hosts
(such as deer and moose), and the bacterium
that cause the diseases they carry, such as
Lyme disease. The ways in which temperature,
humidity, and precipitation are impacting the
spread of tick-borne illnesses is complex, and
scientists are continuing to learn more, but some
general trends can be summarized.
• The geographic areas in which ticks can
survive and thrive are expanding as a result
of climate change.
•
Milder winters, which are expected to
become frequent as a result of climate
change, also result in more ticks surviving
the cold season. This can lead to population
booms, which in turn can increase the risk
of tick borne illness.
Only a few species of tick bite and transmit
disease to people. Of these, different species
transmit different diseases. According to the
Center for Disease Control, tick borne diseases
have more than doubled in 13 years (between
2004 and 2016). Ticks were also responsible
for 77 percent of all vector borne disease
reports (fleas, mosquitoes, ticks, etc.). The most
prevalent disease carried by ticks was Lyme
disease, which accounted for 82 percent of all
tick borne cases. However, spotted fever and
other diseases are also on the rise.
Types of ticks and the different diseases
they transmit:
The American dog tick, also called
the wood tick,
t r a n s m i t s
Tularemia
and
Rocky Mountain
spotted
fever.

identified quickly and treated with anti-biotics.
Infected individuals will see a rash around the
bite area that looks like a bullseye. If treated

Highest risk of being bitten by this tick is
spring and summer.
The blacklegged tick transmits
Lyme
disease,
anaplasmosis,
ehrlichiosis
(Ehrlichia
muris
eauclairensis),
babesiosis, Borrelia miyamotoi, and Powassan
disease. Highest risk of being bitten by this
tick spring, summer, fall, and winter when
temperatures rise above freezing.
Blacklegged ticks move into the city, and
bring Lyme disease. Many people assume
that city living protects them from outdoor
pests like ticks, but in a changing world this
is no longer the case. In New England and the
Northeast, the primary host of blacklegged
ticks is the white-footed mouse. The rodents
have started to occupy urban and suburban
landscapes as their habitat shrinks from
development. City parks offer a safe home for
these mice, as the parks are often absent of
predators like foxes.
As these mice move into the city, they
bring ticks with them. And Lyme disease. Lyme
disease, caused by the bacterium Borrelia
burgdorferi, can be a serious illness if not

quickly, Lyme disease can be often avoided. But
for a small subset of the population antibiotics
do not work, and if the bite is not detected, Lyme

DuckBandBrand.com
Jewelry for hunters by hunters!

“Everything else is just a cheap imitation.”

WORLD WIDE MAIL-ORDER JEWELRY

Call: 618.833.0655
WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

Timber purchased using the Select Harvest Method

309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.com
11705 N. Old Galena Rd
Mossville, IL 61523
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disease can turn into a debilitation illness that
can cause joint stiffness, brain inflammation,
and nerve pain. Ticks usually must be attached
for 36-48 hours before they can transmit the
disease, so early detection and removal is
critical for preventing infection.
The brown dog tick transmits Rocky
Mountain spotted
fever, though this
species bites dogs
more often than
humans.
The gulf coast tick transmits a form of
Rocky Mountain
spotted fever called
Rickettsia parkeri
rickettsiosis,
though this species
doesn’t bite people as often.
The lone star tick transmits Ehrlichia
chaffeensis
and
Ehrlichia
ewingii
(which
cause
human
ehrlichiosis),
Heartland virus, tularemia, and STARI. This
tick species is fairly aggressive species.
Lone star ticks cause meat allergies.
In addition to many different diseases, the lone
star tick can also cause you to become allergic
to meat. This allergy is caused by a small sugar
molecule called Alpha-Gal that triggers the
immune system to create anti-bodies to attack

the sugar molecule. This can be a problem for
meat lovers, as meat has lots of Alpha-Gal,
and your system’s anti-bodies now trigger an
allergic reaction in response.
There is a delay in the time it takes for
the full reaction to be triggered, so people
can have a challenging time connecting
meat consumption to their symptoms. These
symptoms include hives, shortness of breath,
vomiting, and diarrhea. In severe cases,
patients have needed to seek emergency room
treatment. There is no cure for the allergy once
it develops.
The Rocky Mountain wood tick
transmits Rocky
Mountain spotted
fever,
Colorado
tick fever, and
tularemia.
The
Western
blacklegged
tick
transmits
Anaplasmosis and
Lyme disease.
Impacts
to Outdoor Recreation: Nearly half of the
people in the U.S. spend time engaged in
outdoor recreation including canoeing, fishing,
hiking, camping, hunting, kayaking, swimming,
bird and wildlife watching and more. Today,
this outdoor economy is worth $887 billion
in the US economy and it supports 7.6 million
jobs. But a changing climate, with rising

temperatures, and more frequent extreme
weather events and the rise of pests like ticks
are impacting these activities.
In 2016, over 103 million U.S. residents
16 years and older participated in wildliferelated recreation. This love of the outdoors is
an important past time for many Americans.
Over 35.8 million people fished, 11.5 million
hunted, and 86.0 million participated in at
least one type of wildlife-watching activity.
Fear of ticks and risk of disease can
prevent people from fully enjoying the outdoors.
People need to be able to enjoy nature, whether
it’s on trails or in their own gardens.
Impacts on Wildlife: Winter ticks are
a common parasite for large game in North
America. During the fall, winter tick larvae
transfer from vegetation to large mammals
such as a moose when they brush by them. A
moose can be parasitized by thousands of ticks
at a time, as they stay on their host throughout
their winter lifecycle.
As noted before, climate change is
helping winter tick populations grow. Tick
activity increases as temperatures increase,
meaning they have more time to find a host
during a warmer fall. A late onset of winter
also means higher tick populations, since
snow and cold normally help kill some of them
off. In the spring when adult ticks drop off their
host to lay eggs, their survival rate is higher on
bare ground than it is on snow, meaning that
earlier springs with less snow on the ground
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also help winter tick populations grow.
Winter ticks can infect moose, elk,
caribou, white-tailed deer, and mule deer,
but moose are the most susceptible to
severe infestation. It is unclear why, but their
vulnerability appears to be related to the fact
that they are less effective at grooming the
ticks off their body. Severe infestations can
cause high moose mortality as the winter
progresses. The body weight of infected
moose can become so low that moose are
unable to become pregnant. Heavily infected
moose essentially starve to death because
they eat less when irritated by ticks, lose body
heat due to hair loss, and suffer extensive
blood loss to the ticks.
Moose are in jeopardy across the U.S. –
from New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine; to
Minnesota, Michigan, and even Wyoming. The
rising winter tick populations in Maine, New
Hampshire, and Vermont have contributed to
increased mortality, reduced productivity, and
population decline. The New Hampshire moose
population has plummeted by more than 40%
in the last decade from over 7,500 moose to
just 4,000 today. In the winter of 2014, 64%
of radio-collared moose calves died from tick
overloads in New Hampshire. As a result, the
moose hunting season has been cut back, with
about 80% fewer permits issued. In 2014,
moose hunting permits in Maine were slashed
by 25% because of an explosion in the winter
tick population. In Minnesota, moose hunting

• 22 acres of beautiful landscape and timber with plenty of wildlife and wooded views.
• All of our sites are roomy to provide plenty of quiet and privacy.
• 16 RV sites which have electric, water and sewer plus concrete pads. Sites include
picnic tables and fire pits.
• 2 mini-cabins which sleep 4-5 people and have electric, heat and A/C. We have an
indoor/outdoor pavilion with heat, A/C and a kitchen area as well as clean bathrooms
with showers.
• For the convenience of our guests we also sell propane and provide firewood.

~ CAMPING FEE SCHEDULE ~

DISCOUNT SALES COMPANY
309-543-9163

Matanza Beach • Halfway Between Havana & Bath, IL on Rt. 78

discountsale@casscomm.com

RV (30 and 50-amp full hook-up sites)
• $25 per night
• $150 per week
• $350 per month
• $1,800 per 6-month season
• $3,000 per year

Tent
• $15 per night per tent
Mini-cabins
• $45-$55 per night
• We accept credit/debit cards and cash

REST, RELAX AND ENJOY
(309) 509-0277

1180 Knox Road 1000 N., Gilson, IL 61436

www.woodlandhillscamping.com
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Climate change . . . continued
has been completely closed due to a rapid
population drop. As the moose population
drops, the recreational activities and
associated revenue surrounding the
species is sure to follow.
Wildlife to the rescue: Some
wildlife are actually unsung heroes
when it comes to preventing the spread
of tick-borne diseases. The opossum,
the only marsupial in the United States,
is one example of this. Possums a truly
remarkable tick killing machinesone
possum can kill as many as 4,000 ticks in
a week! Because possums are so good
at grooming and killing ticks, they help
keep tick populations under control and
reduce the risk of people being bit.
Further, some species, such as the
Western fence lizard, have the ability to
neutralize Lyme disease when infected
ticks bite them. Lyme disease is now the
most common vector borne disease in the
United States, making it a big problem
for outdoor lovers. The C.D.C. estimates
that about 300,000 Americans get Lyme
disease each year, but only about 35,000
diagnoses are reported.

How to prevent tick bites
1) Stay on the trail! Avoiding woody and
brushy areas, and areas with high
grass and leaf litter, will reduce your
risk of being bitten.
2) Cover exposed skin with long-sleeved
shirts and long pants.
3) Use repellent that contains 20 percent
or more DEET, picaridin, or IR3535 on
exposed skin for protection that lasts
several hours
4) 
Treat your clothing with 0.5%

permethrin, this protection will repel
ticks and will continue to offer protection
after several washings. Many brands of
outdoor gear will treat their clothing.
5) Bathe, shower, or check for ticks when you
are done with your outdoor adventures.
6) You can also tumble dry clothes in a dryer
on high heat for 10 minutes to kill ticks on
dry clothing after you come indoors.
Take Action! Americans have a
responsibility to defend their outdoor
heritage from the threat of climate change.
There are ways to protect ourselves from
the pests that climate change is helping to
proliferate. Ticks should not stop you from
enjoying activities like camping, hiking,
and playing outdoors – but make sure to
take steps to prevent tick bites. Also, we
must take action as a nation to combat the
root of the problem – carbon pollution. It
is critical for Congress to take action and
enact federal climate policy. The following
examples highlight four ways in which our
government can take climate action:
•R
 educe carbon emissions from
the power sector: The power sector
is second-largest source of climate
pollution in the U.S. To minimize
climate change risks such as the
spread of tick-borne disease, the
federal government should take action
to reduce these harmful emissions.
The Clean Power Plan, currently being
repealed by the Trump Administration,
would have reduced power plant
climate pollution by more than thirty
percent if implemented. The plan is
an example of the type of proactive,
far-reaching policy we need. Further,
our leaders at the national and state
levels should adopt policies to ensure
we have clean, wildlife responsible
renewable energy sources, such as
offshore wind and rooftop solar power.
•R
 educe methane pollution from oil
and gas infrastructure: Methane gas
that leaks and is intentionally released
from oil and gas facilities in the U.S. is a
significant source of climate pollution.
This climate-altering gas is a super

pollutant, with 80 times the impact
of carbon dioxide in the short term.
This gas should be captured through
common sense standards, not released
freely to the air. The Environmental
Protection Agency and Bureau of Land
Management have each developed
cost-effective rules for minimizing
methane emissions, though both rules
are under threat due to rollback actions
from the Trump Administration.
•R
 educe carbon emissions from
the transportation sector: The
transportation sector is now the top
source of harmful climate pollution
in the U.S. Automakers had been
working to continually improve fuel
efficiency and reduce carbon pollution
in their fleets over time, as required
by federal rules. Recent actions by
the Trump Administration to roll
back these clean car standards pose
a serious threat to climate progress.
This country needs stronger climate
rules, not weaker ones.
• E nact and economy wide price on
carbon: One of the most cost-effective,
far reaching, and quickest avenues for
reducing climate pollution is a federal
price on carbon. A federal price on
carbon could take the form of either
a cap-and-trade program or a carbon
tax program, or some combination of
the two. By making polluters pay for
what they emit, they receive a strong
market signal to cut pollution. Such
policies could dramatically reduce
carbon emissions while generating
funding for national priorities, such
as protecting vulnerable people and
wildlife from unavoidable climate
impacts or developing wildlife-friendly
renewable energy.
Federal action on climate is necessary,
not only for America’s wildlife, fish and
birds, but for the millions of sportsmen,
wildlife watchers, and nature lovers who
cherish America’s outdoor heritage. The
health of wildlife and outdoor enthusiasts
can’t wait for climate action!
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5 REASONS HUNTING WITH YOUR
SPOUSE IS BETTER THAN DATE NIGHT
By Jace Bauserman

FIVE REASONS WHY YOU MAY FIND THAT A
HUNTING EXCURSION WITH YOUR SPOUSE –
WHETHER THEY’RE A HUNTER OR NOT – IS
STILL BETTER FOR YOUR MARRIAGE THAN
ANY STANDARD DATE NIGHT.
Dinner was good and the movie was
boring. The babysitter had texted my wife a
total of five times. We started some decent
conversations, but most turned to chatter
about work, finances and the like. There wasn’t
much laughter, and we returned home no more
relaxed and connected than when our “date
night” had started some five hours earlier.
A few weeks later, I suggested a
different approach. I invited my wife to join
me on a turkey excursion to Oklahoma. The
trip required us to be gone from home for a
few nights, and though my bride was a little
reluctant to leave our three children, she
finally agreed to join me. Truth be told, this
was the single most enjoyable trip of my
hunting career, and it certainly trumped any
dinner-and-a-movie date night.
Even if a few days away on an out-of-town
hunting trip aren’t feasible, you may find that a
hunting excursion with your spouse – whether
they’re a hunter or not – is still better for your
marriage than any standard date night.
HERE ARE FIVE REASONS WHY
1. You’re disconnected. If you’re over
30, you can probably remember a time when
people were pretty much unreachable when
they left the house. Sure, parents of young
children might leave the phone number of the
restaurant they’d be at with the babysitter,
but that was pretty much the extent of their
reachability. You know who didn’t have
that restaurant’s phone number? Rick from
accounting. You know who else? Your motherin-law. In the old days, when you left the
house, you left behind all those little phone
calls that, while they sometimes seem so
important today, can almost always wait until
tomorrow. Your treestand or ground blind may
have cell coverage, but it’s okay to pretend
that it doesn’t. Turn off the cellphones and
take some time to stare out the window of a
ground blind and watch the beauty of nature
pass by.
2. It’s exciting. My wife has seen
plenty of movies. What she hadn’t seen
before our hunt is a turkey commit to hen talk
and decoys. She had never heard a booming
gobble or watched the first rays of morning
tease the woods to life. For her, the sight of
a puffed-up tom and a rooting hog made her
heart race a little faster than any Hollywood

movie could. As you’ll see from the video, my
wife thought an arrow zipping through a jake
was “so cool.” Even if your spouse has spent
plenty of time in the outdoors, what you’ll see
together in the woods will be far more of an
adrenaline rush than, say, watching The Age
of Adaline.
3. You’ll make memories. Sure, it’s fun
to try a new restaurant or take a long walk on
the beach. But those things aren’t often very
memorable. But a day in the field will provide
experiences that the two of you will share forever
– experiences that no one else in the world will
be a part of. Whether you have a successful hunt
or just spend a few hours watching birds dive
bomb squirrels, you’ll most likely return home
with some cherished memories.
4. It’s cheaper than most date
nights. Okay, I know hunting equipment isn’t
cheap. But if you already have a ground blind
or two-person stand and you’re driving to your
hunting site, it really doesn’t cost much more
to bring along your spouse. And considering
the price of movie-theater concessions, a few
hours on stand look pretty wallet-friendly in
comparison – not to mention a successful
hunt will net you some free-range meat that’s
definitely better for you than one of those
giant buckets of butter-drenched popcorn.
5. You’ll connect in a different way.
They say that you don’t really know someone
until you’ve spent 30 minutes sitting with
them in silence. Seated across from each
other at a restaurant, a half-hour of silence
is going to feel pretty awkward. So you’ll fill

the silence with small talk or those well-worn
conversations about bills and the minutiae
of daily life. While you may clock some time
together, it’s not the kind of quality time that
sitting in the woods together can deliver.
There’s no pressure to talk to each other.
When you do talk, you may be surprised to
find that the conversations you have are
deeper and more meaningful.
By the end of our hunt, my wife and I
were holding hands as we walked through the
woods, gazing at each other like we did when
we first met and laughing uncontrollably for
no particular reason. The irritations of daily

life faded away, and it was just her and me
sharing stories about the memories we made
and planning more trips for the future.
So cancel your Friday-night dinner
reservations, tell your spouse to trade their
dancing shoes for scent-free boots and spend
your next “date night” 20 feet up a tree.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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HIGGY’S STAND
By Don Higgins

GIVING DNR
DUE CREDIT

I know what you
are thinking and
you are wrong. Hell
did not freeze over.
Seeing an article
authored by Don Higgins that gives DNR
even the slightest bit of credit is a rare
thing indeed. After all, inside sources tell
me that I am clearly the most hated man at
One Natural Resources Way in Springfield,
Illinois for my frequent and blunt criticism
of DNRs deer management policies.
Before I started dishing out the praise,
let me clear the air regarding my feelings
towards DNR. My primary interest as an
outdoorsman is deer hunting. I don’t hunt any
other species nor do I fish or trap. I often use
the term “DNR” when doling out criticism
and I should probably be a little more
specific. A lot of good people are employed
by IDNR in numerous capacities and they do
a great job at their various duties. They also
do so on a budget that seems to get smaller
with each passing year.
My issue has always been specifically
with the management of the Illinois
deer herd and the biologists making the
decisions on whitetail management issues.

I honestly believe in all my heart that
Illinois has the worst deer biologist in the
nation and as proof I offer that he inherited
the very best deer herd on the planet and
destroyed it. Yes, Illinois has a better deer
herd than many other states but those
states never had a good deer herd and that
is the difference. Illinois was once on top
of the whitetail world but that was a long
time ago; long enough that many of the
states deer hunters weren’t even hunting
then and some weren’t even born yet.
OK, enough of that lets get to
something positive. Shortly after Governor
Bruce Rauner appointed current IDNR
Director Wayne Rosenthal I had the
privilege of having lunch with Director
Rosenthal and former IDNR Director
Brent Manning. During that meeting I told
Director Rosenthal that I would love to start
writing positive things about IDNR and
specifically its deer management policies.
I told him that all I needed was the fodder
for positive articles and I gave him my word
that when I saw something positive from
DNR in regards to deer management, I
would write about it. Finally, after nearly 4
years, I have that opportunity.
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I am actually going to give DNR credit
for two things they have recently done
regarding the management of the states
deer herd. At some point IDNR recognized
that the deer numbers are down in some
east-central Illinois counties and they
are looking to address this issue with
regulation changes. THANK YOU! This is a
much needed move and I for one am glad
it is finally happening because I do hunt in
these counties some. I am even going to
refrain from commenting on the fact that
the deer populations in these counties
crashed 6 years ago in 2012 with the worst
EHD outbreak in the states history. Better
late than never.
The other thing that IDNR deserves
credit for is seeking public input on the
best way to address this issue. Two public
meetings were held within the 5 county
region where the public could come and
voice their opinion on the best way to
deal with this situation. How much weight
the public comments were given is up for
debate. DNR may have already had a plan
in mind but at least they asked so I will give
them that.
There is one more issue that I feel
the need to comment on as IDNR looks at
cutting hunting opportunities in a 5-county
region. For years DNR has opened more and
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more seasons and has become more liberal
with bag limits and the number of days deer
hunters are allowed in the field. This also
“could” be a very positive thing. The problem
is that it has opened the door for gamehogs (AKA kill-mongers) to shoot unlimited
numbers of deer. For example, a bowhunter
in Illinois can kill every single antlerless deer
he sees during a 3 ½ month season. He can
even do so with a crossbow now. Essentially
there is no limit on deer in Illinois.
A couple of kill-mongers can legally
kill more deer in an area than all the other
ethical deer hunters in that area combined.
There may be areas of the state where this
is not a problem but in other areas like the
5 counties in east central Illinois where
the new regulations are being considered
this needs to be addressed. Whatever else
DNR does to increase the deer population
in these 5 counties, the solution also needs
to include bag limits.
It really wouldn’t take but a few
regulation changes to once again make
Illinois home to the best whitetail herd on
earth. I don’t see that happening however.
Still, I will keep my eyes and ears open
hoping to find more positive than negative
to write about in the future regarding the
management of the Illinois deer herd.
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WHAT MAKES HUNTING AT
DAWN SO MAGICAL?
By Bob Robb

“I HAD TIME TO WATCH THE EASTERN
SKY SLOWLY LIGHT UP, WITH ORANGES
AND REDS AND YELLOWS, THE
COLORS SUBDUED YET VIBRANT, A
KALEIDOSCOPE OF PROMISE THAT
TODAY WOULD BE A GOOD DAY.” —
BOB ROBB
It had been a hard climb, two hours
up a 60-degree mountain peppered with
loose rock, uneven ground and nasty little
cuts just the right size for rolling an ankle. I
had prepared for it, knowing I had to reach
a certain point well before daylight to
have a chance, bringing minimal gear but
plenty of water and high-calorie snacks.
There was a little herd of elk that bedded
in a hidden bowl up top, and I wanted to
beat them to their beds.
I made it with an hour to spare, got
myself tucked into some brush, pulled
on a light top to ward off the pre-dawn
chill and waited. The moonless sky was
peppered with stars so bright they lit up
the world and, as the eastern sky started
thinking about brightening up, I heard them
down the slope. The bugle was faint but
unmistakable, causing me to look down at
my hands and wonder if the shaking was
from the chill, or the anticipation.
Dawn came, and with it the elk —
but not just yet. I had time to watch
the eastern sky slowly light up, with
oranges and reds and yellows, the colors
subdued yet vibrant, a kaleidoscope of
promise that today would be a good day.
I wondered, is this why ungulates move
so much at first light, so they, too, will
not miss God’s wondrous sunrise? And I
thought, as I waited for the elk to appear,
even if I am not granted a shot today, I
have been blessed with the magic of yet

another wilderness sunrise.
Debasish Mridha, a doctor and poet,
once wrote: “Each sunrise brings a new
day with new hopes for a new beginning.”
Is that not true? Even as a young man I
was more of a morning guy than a night
owl, and so I’ve been watching the sun
come up for decades.
As a hunter I have also seen more
than my share of wilderness sunsets
and, while they too can be spectacular in
their beauty, I view them differently. For
me, a sunset heralds the close of a day
well spent. One can look back at what
has been achieved that day with pride,
and plan on how he can take care of
unfinished business on the morrow. But
the sunrise signals the beginning of so
many new prospects, a day dawning, full
of life, possibilities. The world awakens
around you, and if you listen to what it is
telling you, you can learn so much about
so many things.
These days I am lucky to live within
a 10-minute drive of thousands of acres
of public land. And so several mornings a
week I rise before dawn and drive out to
a little spot, set up some archery targets
and watch the world wake up as I shoot
a few arrows. Most mornings there are
coyotes howling and always a covey or
two of Gambel’s quail chattering on the
roost. I see big jackrabbits and little
cottontails, doves darting here and there,
cactus wrens and lizards and songbirds
flitting about. The sunrise in the southern
Arizona desert is as beautiful as any I’ve
seen anywhere in the world. It lasts for
just a few minutes, but it never fails to
calm my soul and help me sort out the
coming day.

When the elk arrived they did so as I
had hoped, the herd cow following a wellworn trail out of the timber and into the
thigh-deep grass. The trail passed no more
than 30 yards from where I was hunkered
down, the slight breeze favoring me and,
together with the morning thermals,
carrying my scent away from the elk.
The bull was a dandy, a barreledchested stud with a mane almost
black, and thick, dark 5×5 antlers.
Only for a moment did I think, “Man,
if I shoot this bull it is going to be
two miserable days backpacking him
off this mountain.” That moment of
hesitation passed after 15 cows and
calves strolled past and the bull came
strutting into range. My broadhead hit
him right through the ribs as he was
ending a raucous bugle. And before
the sun had snuck up over the peaks,
he was down.
The next morning I was back
on my little spot, waiting for the
sunrise. I’d made two trips to the
truck the day before and figured if I
loaded the bag up and took my time,
I could get the rest of the meat and
the antlers down in one more trip.
But first I sat and watched the
world wake up around me. As the
sky began to lighten, I heard birds
flitting in the trees, and squirrels
chattering. And, yes, another bugle,
and then another, and they filled my
heart with joy. And as the sun rose in
the east, I gave thanks to the good
Lord for blessing my success. But
most importantly, for blessing me
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with good health and for being born a free
man in America where all are allowed to
watch the sun rise every day, and think
whatever thoughts we wish and live our
lives as we choose.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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LA HARPE’S WILSON WINS T-H MARINE FLW BASS FISHING
LEAGUE ILLINI DIVISION TOURNAMENT ON REND LAKE

Co-angler title goes to Walnut Hill’s
Arning
WHITTINGTON, IL – Boater Travis Wilson
of La Harpe, Illinois, weighed a 16-pound,
5-ounce limit of bass Saturday to win the T-H
Marine FLW Bass Fishing League (BFL) Illini
Division tournament on Rend Lake. For his
efforts, Wilson netted $5,705.
Wilson said he caught his fish along
a 150-yard stretch of riprap on the south
side of Illinois Route 154. He said he fished
there the entire day, catching six keepers
in the process.
“I found the fish in practice Friday late
in the day. I hadn’t caught a keeper all day,
but around 4 o’clock I caught three good
ones along that stretch,” said Wilson, who
logged his first win in FLW competition. “I
started there Saturday morning, but it was
slow. My co-angler and I only caught one
or two per hour, but every time I considered
leaving, I’d catch another one. I had three
around 10 (a.m.) and I decided I was going
to stay there the rest of the day.”
Wilson said he used a 7-inch
Junebug-colored Zoom Finesse Worm with
a 1/8-ounce head.
“If you used anything heavier it was
really hard to keep your bait out of the rocks,”
said Wilson. “Some of the fish were in 3 feet
of water – close to the bank – but some of my
better bites came from 6 or 7 feet down. With
the light bait you had to be super patient
because it’s hard to keep it down in that
depth range. Basically, it was light enough
to stay out of the rocks, but heavy enough to

keep it down.”
The top 10 boaters finished the
tournament in:
1st: Travis Wilson, La Harpe, Ill., five bass,
16-5, $3,705 + $2,000 Ranger Cup Bonus
2nd: Colby Schrumpf, Highland, Ill., five
bass, 13-10, $1,853
3rd: Dan Morehead, Paducah, Ky., five
bass, 12-15, $1,469
4th: Brennon McCord, West Frankfort, Ill.,
five bass, 12-11, $818
5th: Brett Chesnek, Woodlawn, Ill., five
bass, 12-0, $701
6th: Levi Shaw, Opdyke, Ill., four bass, 1114, $1,083
7th: Dan Shoraga, West Frankfort, Ill., five
bass, 11-3, $584
8th: Chad Diedrich, Nashville, Ill., five
bass, 10-7, $526
9th: Jeremy Mull, Chatham, Ill., four bass,
10-6, $467
10th: Lonnie Bowlin, Benton, Ill., four bass,
10-4, $409
Complete results can be found at
FLWFishing.com.
Shaw brought a bass weighing 6
pounds even to the scale – the heaviest
of the event in the Boater Division – and
earned the day’s Boater Big Bass award of
$440.
Aaron Arning of Walnut Hill, Illinois,
won the Co-angler Division and $1,853
Saturday after catching five bass weighing
13 pounds, 14 ounces.
The top 10 co-anglers were:
1st: Aaron Arning, Walnut Hill, Ill., five

bass, 13-14, $1,853
2nd: Greg McCandless, Normal, Ill., three
bass, 11-4, $876
3rd: Spencer Clark, Maryland Heights,
Mo., three bass, 8-6, $585
4th: Greg James, Carterville, Ill., four bass,
8-1, $459
5th: Roger Massey, Bloomington, Ill., three
bass, 7-6, $321
5th: Timothy Rivest, Champaign, Ill., two
bass, 7-6, $321
5th: Wesley Lashmett, Winchester, Ill.,
three bass, 7-6, $321
8th: Mark Carlock, Hillsboro, Ill., two bass,
6-10, $263
9th: Brandon Depew,
Odin, Ill., three bass,
6-8, $234
10th: Jay Champley,
Benton, Ill., two
bass, 6-4, $204
Drew Coleman
of Jackson, Missouri,
caught the largest
bass in the Co-angler
Division weighing
in at 5 pounds, 8
ounces. The catch
earned him the day’s
Co-angler Big Bass
award of $220.

The top 45 boaters and co-anglers
in the region based on point standings,
along with the five winners in each
qualifying event, will be entered in the
Oct. 25-27 BFL Regional Championship on
Lake Chickamauga in Dayton, Tennessee.
Boaters will compete for a top award of
a Ranger Z518C with a 200-horsepower
Evinrude outboard and $20,000, while coanglers will fish for a new Ranger Z518C
with a 200-horsepower Evinrude outboard.
The 2018 BFL is a 24-division circuit
devoted to weekend anglers, with 128
tournaments throughout the season, five
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qualifying events in each division. The
top 45 boaters and co-anglers from each
division, along with the five winners of the
qualifying events, will advance to one of
six regional tournaments where they are
competing to finish in the top six, which
then qualifies them for one of the longestrunning championships in all of competitive
bass fishing – the BFL All-American. Top
performers in the BFL can move up to the

Costa FLW Series or even the FLW Tour.
For complete details and updated
information visit FLWFishing.com. For
regular updates, photos, tournament news
and more, follow the T-H Marine FLW Bass
Fishing League on FLW’s social media
outlets at Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube and Snapchat.
About FLW: FLW is the world’s largest
tournament-fishing organization, providing

anglers of all skill levels the opportunity
to compete for millions in prize money
in 2018 across five tournament circuits.
Headquartered in Benton, Kentucky,
with offices in Minneapolis, FLW and
their partners conduct 286 bass-fishing
tournaments annually around the world,
including the United States, Canada, China,
Italy, South Korea, Mexico, Portugal, South
Africa and Spain. FLW tournament fishing
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can be seen on the Emmy-nominated
“FLW” television show, broadcast to more
than 564 million households worldwide,
while FLW Bass Fishing magazine delivers
cutting-edge tips from top pros. For
more information visit FLWFishing.com
and follow FLW at Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, YouTube and Snapchat.

PARK RANGER RON SONS RETIRING AFTER 41
YEARS AT STARVED ROCK STATE PARK

UTICA, IL – The Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources
(IDNR)
congratulates Ron Sons on 41 years of
service as he prepares to retire from his
position as a ranger at the Starved Rock
State Park and Matthiessen
State Park complex in La
Salle County on June 29.
“Ron Sons is going
to be greatly missed
at Starved Rock and
Matthiessen State Parks,”
said Kerry Novak, site
superintendent for Starved
Rock State Park and
Matthiessen State Park.
“His 41 years of experience
has made him a walking
encyclopedia of history,
maintenance procedures,
equipment needs and
natural features. We will especially
miss his ability to deal with the public
and solve problems while remaining
calm and cheerful. Most important, Ron
is a proven leader, and we will miss his
steady influence on our staff, volunteers
and IDNR colleagues.”
Ron Sons first worked at Starved
Rock State Park as a seasonal employee
in April 1977 at age 17, and was hired
full time as a maintenance worker at the
site in 1979. He earned promotion to the
position of Site Technician II in 1989, and
to the position of Ranger in 1990.
“I really enjoyed working on trails
projects back in the 1980s when the
boardwalks and platform decking were
installed along the overlooks and some of
the canyons,” Sons said.
Sons added that he’s developed many
friendships at the parks over the years,

working with volunteers, campground
hosts, interns and park staff.
As for his plans after retirement, Sons
said he intends to take it easy at home and
relax for a while.
“There are travel plans for the future

to various national parks and sites with
my wife,” said Sons. “There is also a long
yard and home ‘to-do list’ that I’ll now
have the time to work on.”

Ron Sons is a Tonica native, and lives in
Tonica with his wife Lisa and their dog, Mini.
Follow the IDNR on Facebook and Twitter

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve
Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes
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HELPING CLIENTS
CATCH MEMORIES ONE
FISH AT A TIME
Lake Shelbyville

217-520-3653 • www.englandexpenditions.com

DEEP WATER CRAPPIE
ON LAKE SHELBYVILLE
Deep-water crappie fishing in August
on Lake Shelbyville is the place to be
fishing!!! With water temperatures as
high as they will be all year, crappie go
deep looking for cooler waters.
White crappie can be found in the
waters 20-30 feet deep and they are
found on the bottom lying in mud cooling

off. Fishing deep-water points and mouths
of coves is where to find large schools
of white crappie. Using slip corks with
minnows and drifting over structures
holding fish is a great technique for
catching summer time crappie. Tight line
vertical jigging 1/16 oz. Pony Blades off
the bottom is another successful way

WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

Dan and a limit of sauger
and walleye!

Evan and Jeff after their
4 hour multi-species trip!

to fish for crappie now. Using a smaller
size jig head will slow down your drop
speed and help you feel a softer bite also.
When vertical jigging now, use a slow
presentation and be sure to fish all the
way to the bottom.
Black crappie on Lake Shelbyville
are found on man-made structures such

as bridges, sunken roadbeds, riprap
points, and rock bottoms. Black crappie
typically hold in shallower water than
white crappie. When fishing areas that
hold black crappie be sure to fish the 1525 foot water column. Also, black crappie
can be found suspended in the main lake
holding on a stump field or a ledge leading

YOUR FIREARM DESERVES
THE BEST IN GUN CARE.

Celebrating

36 Years
1982-2018

Cleaning Kits

Tactical

Rods

Ph: 217-824-9133 | www.proshotproducts.com

“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”
Ted Nugent

Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Call Paul or Toby to book your dream hunt of a lifetime!
517-750-9060 • TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

Lake Shelbyville, IL

MATT ENGLAND

Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.com
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into a portion of the river channel. Pulling
spinners for black crappie in open water is
a fantastic way to create a bite!!! Lastly,
once a school of suspended crappie is
found I have great success casting 1/8 oz.
Pony Blades tipped with a minnow into the
school and retrieve it back slowly.
The walleye and sauger bite in
the month of August is one of the most
exciting of the year. First, crank baits at
this time are a very successful bait option.
Crank baits can be trolled and can be very
successful when you cast them. When
trolling crank baits at this time do not be
afraid to go as fast as 5mph. Regardless
of the water temperature, a walleye or
sauger can and will catch your crank bait
at 5mph. When you are casting crank
baits do not be afraid to really retrieve
it back in at a faster than normal speed.
With increased trolling speed you will
cover more water faster and it will also
cause a great “reaction bite.” With the
thermocline at approximately 15 feet deep
on Lake Shelbyville be sure to cover all
water columns leading to the thermocline.
Pulling bottom bouncers and custom
made spinners is a perfect technique to
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catch walleye and sauger. The flash
produced from the actual spinner
blade and the vibration it creates
can be a perfect combination to
entice those walleye and sauger
out of hiding places for an easy
meal. Vertical jigging a ¼ oz. spoon
baits on drop-offs around any kind
of structure is another technique
that can be very successful. Jig your
spoon bait to the bottom and raise it
up 12-18 inches and let it drop back
to the bottom on its own. This will
imitate a dying baitfish making the
walleye and sauger very aggressive
when they hit. The bite from a spoon
bait can be very surprising and very
aggressive, so be ready!
Night crawlers, leeches, and
minnows are three natural food
sources for walleye and sauger
making those a perfect bait. Using
slip corks to target suspended
walleye and sauger is a technique
to keep your night crawler, leeches, or Mark and a 22-inch sauger!
minnows in the “strike zone.” When using
either a night crawler, leech, or minnow
live bait in shallow waters I prefer using
and retrieve it slowly off the bottom.
a ¼ oz. Weedless Wonder tipped with
To book a trip visit www.

Obie and a 13 ½ SLAB

englandexpeditions.com or call (217)5203653. CATCHING MEMORIES ONE FISH
AT A TIME!!!

Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com
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Call Reagan and
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106

Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com
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FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS
WITH
REAG’S
GUIDE
SERVICE
By Reagan Smith

I hope everyone is doing well this month. I have been so busy going all over the
place, fishing here and there and everywhere it seems like. Being this busy does give
me some good fishing stories to share. I want to start by telling you that I spent a week
in the North Woods of Wisconsin. Who doesn’t enjoy some
time up in the North Woods? Everyone I know in the Midwest
seems to always enjoy a vacation at some point in their life in
either Wisconsin or Minnesota: relaxing, catching fish, hiking,
kayaking or canoeing in a river. We all seem to have a story of
being up North. Mine is nothing special, but I had a good time
and caught a few fish along the way with a great group of guys.
My friend Zach has a family cabin in a little town called Delta,
Wisconsin and the scenery there is beautiful. Every other year
Zach and his family are gracious enough to open up their cabin
to a fishing trip for guys from our church. I have lived in Illinois
since 2004 and never have been able to go on this men’s fishing
trip to Wisconsin, but I have been privileged to go in the off year
as a guest with Zach and his family. I have been a couple times
and every time it has been really nice launching the boat and
docking it right outside the cabin on their dock. Waking up to
fish and not coming back except for lunch and dinner and going
back out catching a variety of different fish ranging from bass,
bluegill, crappie, and of course, pike. This year it was quite a
bit different up there… they had record rain and flooding in the
area and the lake was filled with debris and muddy water and it
was about six to eight feet higher than normal.
I spent my nine hour drive anticipating and hoping that the
lake would be down and we would be able to fish it just as we
had growing up, but once I arrived at the cabin, after taking many
winding roads and driving through grass to get to the cabin and
finding multiple road closings along the way due to flooding
- I then realized there is not much point in trying to fish their
lake this year. My whole game plan for my week of relaxation
without working on guide trips, just fun fishing for myself and
friends suddenly came to a halt. We can do one of two things
in a situation like this… we can either freak out and have a bad
mood about our current circumstances or we can saddle up and
think well I am going to have an awesome week and learn a
different body of water while I’m at it. My game plan was just
that! I was here to hang out and fellowship with 15 guys and
had to learn some new water quickly. We fished Owen Lake
and Drummond Lake with some success, but not quite what I
was wanting. Most of the guys were bass fishing so it was
tough to really target crappie or walleye, like I had planned. I
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then decided with a group of guys – this
decision was AFTER we dropped a fish
under the live well in my boat and had
to take the entire back deck off to get to
the fish…all on the first day of the trip…
that it was time I concentrate on crappie
fishing. That very next day we went to
the Chippewa Flowage!
Now this is a very large lake with a
lot of traffic so in order to have any idea
on what to do, we just asked locals at bait
shops, guys on the water, and people at
the restaurants what we needed to do
to catch fish. Of course we got the run
around and a variety of different opinions.
We decided to drop shot some fish cribs
that we found. Boom, walleye… boom,
crappie then…. nothing. We caught a few
here and there but nothing spectacular.
Then Mother Nature decides to hit us
with rain and lightning, so we get off the
water and do the next best thing – find a
place to eat! We end up at the Landing, a
small restaurant on the water. Talk about
a variety of good food! We ended up
eating there two more times throughout
our week. If you ever fish on this body of
water… I recommend either the turkey
club or chili cheese dogs at the Landing!
Our day was done due to bad weather and
we drive an hour back to the cabin, play
some games, clean some fish and get

ready for the next day.
As we are out the following day, I see
all these boats at this one area of the lake
and I’m trying to figure out what they are
doing. I have never heard or seen a bog in
my life. I am informed that it is basically
a floating island. This particular bog was
stuck against the shore line but wow
vertical jigging a variety of baits under
the bog right before dark produced a ton
of crappie - big and small! We found our
great fishing spot of the week! We used
Charlie Brewer Slider grubs, gulp minnows
on slip bobbers on a 1/32nd ounce jig and
a few other random baits and caught a ton
of fish. I think fishing the bog was the
most fun part for me. I said earlier we
were faced with two options, to complain
and freak out that our game plan was
ruined or get out and explore new water.
In keeping the positive attitude and being
able to fish different waters, we were
able to find fish and figure out how to fish
this new thing called a bog. I wish we
had bogs on the lakes at home that I fish,
but I guess that’s just part of the beauty
of going up North, taking on an adventure
into something you are not used to. You
get the chance to learn new things, figure
out new waters and learn a variety of
different techniques for that time of year,
different than what works at home. I
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never would’ve thought with 73 degree
water temps that I would be fishing in
20 feet of water, but in Wisconsin that’s
what you do with gulp minnows. Overall,
I had an awesome trip and made some
great, new fishing buddies along the way!
A little bit about back home, now. I
am on Lake Springfield for the most part,
catching white bass using a variety of
techniques: throwing blade baits, vertical
jigging with sliders, minnows, using blade
baits, and sometimes even a slip bobber.
Mixed in are a few crappie and or small
channel cats, here and there. I’m excited to

see what August holds as I anticipate the
white bass bite to increase and I plan to
get many of you out who have requested a
white bass trip! I look forward to all of our
upcoming trips this month and if you’re not
on the schedule yet, give me a call or shoot
me an email and we can get you on some
white bass. As always, reach me at 309642-8106 or centralilcrappieguide.com. Take
a kid fishing and tight lines, my friends!

www.HarrisonsSportShop.com

For a limited time, get Suzuki Extended Protection, Instant Savings and attractive
financing on select Suzuki outboards from 25 to 350 horspower. See your
participapting Suzuki Marine dealer for details or visit www.suzukimarine.com.

1.
Six Years
of Protection
at no extra charge
on all new outboards
25 to 350 HP.

2.

3.

Instant Savings
of up to $800
on select models.
See your dealer
for details.

Attractive low rates
on all new
Suzuki outboards
(OAC).

REPOWER
FINANCE

15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924
Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm • Sat 8am - 3pm
These are limited time offers. See your participating Suzuki Marine dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com.
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Makanda . . .continued
Safety is always number one here, so
don’t be afraid. This is the place to check zip
lining off your bucket list!
You will start off with ‘flight school’
before you ever get out in the canopy.
Allow 3 hours for an exciting canopy tour.
The guides will educate you about the flora,
fauna, geology and history of the outdoors
by safely traversing an established route of
ziplines and aerial bridges between platforms
built in the trees. You must leave your phones
and cameras behind, but staff will take photos
for you, and you can rent a GoPro if you want
to capture your zipping experience.
The tour includes 11 platforms high in
the trees, three aerial suspension bridges,
the longest stretching 180 feet, and two
short ground hikes. What to add to the
excitement - try one of the night time tours!
www.shawneezip.com
Little Grassy Fish Hatchery: One
fish two fish, red fish blue fish! Well, Bluegill
and Redear Sunfish anyway.
Little Grassy produces about a million
fish per year, on average, including channel
catfish, blue catfish, largemouth bass,
bluegills and redear sunfish. Most of the
channel catfish produced by the state come
from Little Grassy.
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Great place to take your children for a
lesson on how our fisheries help stock our
ponds and other needs to our Eco system.
The kids and adults alike can enjoy it.
The main event at Little Grassy is the
catfish production.
The production process of the channel
catfish provides a great viewing experience
for visitors. ‘Prime time” for viewing the
production process runs from early to midJune. Yearling catfish in outdoor raceways
are available for feeding by visitors from
Memorial Day through July.
While prime viewing is in the summer
months, tours are available year round
between 8:30 and 3:30. Be sure and ask
about the record channel cat!
Makanda: The Most Hippie Town
In Illinois. Visit the unique shops on the
Makanda boardwalk.
X doesn’t mark the spot, the Smiley
Face water tower does!
When you’re not wondering through the
woods, a good place to go is the Makanda
Trading Co. This amazing general store
opened in 2001 in rustic downtown. You’ll
find a wealth of treasures to shop like stones,
toys, incense, art, and much much more to
fill your new age home. Visions Art Gallery
features local artists and their works, from
paintings, stained glass, to ceramics. Rain

“CO-CHI-1” Charter
Lake Michigan Sport
Fishing At Its Finest!
Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH
POINT MARINA at the Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)

August 2018

Maker studios displays
impressive metal work
from jewelry, sculptures,
and fountains.
Makanda Country
Store Located on the
historic
Makanda
Boardwalk
features
gourmet
coffee,
sandwiches, and handdipped ice cream. The
store also has an array of
hot sauces for purchase.
Each fall, vultures fly over
Makanda and the surrounding areas and
signal the beginning of fall and the arrival
of the incredible fall colors of Makanda and
southern Illinois.
The 3rd weekend of October each
year, Vulture Fest features live music,
food, shopping, and art by local artists for
purchase; all under the watchful eyes of
Black and Turkey Vultures roosting in the
trees overlooking the village.
Many attractions in this hippie town
give it that feeling of being free-spirited.
Don’t miss the Rainmaker Garden, and it will
certainly put you in that Earth child, flower
power vibe.
Learn more at
www.southernmostillinois.com
or call 1-800-C-IT-Here.

JOES BOAT
COVERS

North Point
Marina

WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.5 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 35+ YEARS!
For information and reservations call or write:
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters,
P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096

(847)872-1191

Open 7 Days a Week! All Year - Call Any Time!
All of our Covers are Custom Made
Right Here In Our Shop
Most Covers Finished in 3 to 4 Days
Call for the Lowest Price with Highest Quality!

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106

Reagsguideservice@gmail.com

www.centralilcrappieguide.com

Call Joe @ 217-632-2210
or Mobile # 217-891-0737
14245 Boy Scout Trail, Petersburg, IL 62675

www.joesboatcovers.com
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TOTAL

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

CONCEALMENT
GAME BLINDS

A WAY TO THE WATER
By Thane Hunt

Getting out on the water in the
summer months is something many of
us like to do. There are many ways to
enjoy the water and kayaking has become
a popular choice for many. A kayak is a
versatile water craft for many sportsman
and outdoor enthusiasts alike.
For
sportspersons with a disability they can
also be a fantastic way to the water.
The low draft and options for closed or
open tops offers easy of adaptation for
accessibility. Some Kayaks even can
have a trolling motor attached to them.
For sportspersons with a disability kayaks
can allow independence on the water.
Kayaking is an effective way to sight
see on large bodies of water as well as
creeks and shallow water ways. It allows
the kayaker to see the native species that
live in and along the water ways. These
types of water crafts have a low draft that
leaves little to no impact on the water
way they are in. Since they are people
powered or use trolling motors that are
quite they do not disturb the wild life.
Kayaks are also very popular with
sport fisherman. They are long enough for
the fishing poles to ride on top of the kayak
or if an open top they can easily rife in the
kayak with the fisherman. When outfitted
with a trolling motor they can fish in shallow
waters and by obstructions that large boats
would not be able to fish by.
So, knowing all this about Kayaks
let’s look at how they can help get
sportsperson with disabilities get out
on the water. Kayak do take some core
strength to keep them upright. However,
for people who need some added stability
they make outriggers that go in the rear of
the kayak that help with stability. If hand
strength is a concern the make assistive
devices that clam to the oar so that it
doesn’t have to be gripped the hands can
just slide in, so the user can paddle. If the
ability to paddle is an issue a small trolling
motor can be added to some Kayak for the

Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

user to get around.
Kayaks are great for outdoorsman
regardless of if they have a disability or
not. With the new open kayak design and
the accessories that are coming out for
them they are helping everyone get back
out on the water.
If you would like to share your story
or outdoor adventures, please contact me
at 309-338-0990 or at huntsgungetaway@
gmail.com. Train Hard and Stay Safe. T.H.

Open Top Kayak

Hand Grips

Kayak with motor

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”
We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as
NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Hunt’s Gun
Getaway

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990
thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
• HUNTING - FISHING
• CAMPING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES
• NEW & USED FIREARMS
• BRADLEY SMOKERS
• FFL TRANSFERS
• HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

205 East Main St., Knoxville, IL 61448
life@greatoutdoors3.comcastbiz.net

309.388.0159

TERRY HOWARTER

DENISE SHEPHERD

These Blinds & our Cabin
have been developed with
input from hunters like you.
Miller’s will customize your
Blind or Cabin with many
more options you may need.
Call for more info.
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endless like that for
nearly 3 years.
Prior to that I
cleaned up dog shit
and piss at a boarding
kennel, and before
that sold motorcycle
parts, and before that
cleaned up dog shit
and piss at an animal
shelter, and pushed
dead dogs and cats
By A.K. Thompson
into
heavy-duty
garbage bags, then transferred them from a
No job I have held since my first job
freezer to a dumpster after business hours so
has been nearly as physically demanding.
the discerning public didn’t have to deal with
A year ago, I was bartending on weekends
the reality of animal over population. There
– dealing with unruly drunks, sweet-talking
is little else in this world quite so horrible as
my way into bigger tips, offering comfort to
heaving frozen dead dogs up into a dumpster
worn-out Vietnam Veterans who, no matter
– especially having known them alive earlier
what, could not get images out of their
in the day – eyes smiling, tails wagging.
minds – emotions out of their hearts. It was
They had no idea. For their ignorance, I am
late nights, coming home to dogs needing
grateful. Emotionally, it was tough. I quit.
to use the bathroom. Venturing outside
Going further back, I taught English at
with my headlamp, seeing eyes glow back
Southern Illinois University while I worked
at me from the woods – telling the dogs to
on my Master’s degree. I wrote a lot, spent
hurry up and go already! During the week
a lot of time grading papers and working on
I taught elementary school – substituting
lesson plans. It was rewarding. I felt really
and working as a Special Education Aide
proud of myself until I graduated and quickly
in tandem. Two evenings a week I cleaned
realized that without a published book it
an office building, and I often made
was impossible to get a job – regardless of
appointments to clean private residences or
how great a teacher you were. That is how I
rental units or real estate offerings. It was

WORK

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS
OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS

Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad
Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics

FULL TIME OUTFITTER FOR 31 YEARS!
OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY
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ended up murdering animals.
Before SIU, I was on contract writing
a biography. Working from home takes a
lot of discipline and long, lonesome hours.
I enjoyed it immensely. In San Francisco
I bartended at two different pubs while I
got my first Master’s. Prior to that I wrote
for various newspapers, and held an
undergraduate internship doing public
relations for SIU. My second job was a
lifeguard and swim instructor for the YMCA
in my hometown. Now we are at age 15.
We have arrived back in time to my first
job – one of the hardest jobs – a job that
helped prepare me for all those other jobs
that came after.
I detasseled corn for Cargill. Detassling
is the means to control pollination with
crossbreeding two varieties of corn. The
resulting hybrid corn produces much higher
yields than open-pollinated corn. Growing
up in the Corn Belt, where over 20 million
bushels of corn are produced per county
yearly, detassling is a rite of passage for
most young kids. I think I started at age 12 or
13. I cannot remember, but I was young. We
woke at 4 something in the morning. Mom
made bagel sandwiches and we got on a
yellow school bus, ending up at some vast
stretch of corn. I wore mom’s old K-Swiss
shoes. I had socks tucked into pants – even

if it was 100 degrees; you had to wear
thick denim pants and long-sleeve shirt. I
wore a hat with sunglasses and a bandana
tied around my face so tight I could hardly
breathe. The only bit of exposed skin was
the side of my face and high cheeks where
the hat/sunglasses/bandana combo could
not cover. Those bits of skin were sliced
hundreds of times by the thick, sharp edges
of the corn leaves.
Your entire body sweats. Sometimes
you would be walking in mud inches thick,
dragging around that extra weight. At times,
you would become delirious from the heat –
from the unending rows and rows of corn,
of constantly reaching upward, and yanking
down. For hours, this went on. Every now and
again, you might smash your thigh into an
irrigator. The abrupt stop against such heavy
metal was a dizzying prospect. I think it paid
something like $4.50 an hour, which was
actually above the minimum wage. In 1994,
that was a lot of money to a kid. You also
got a bonus at the end of the season if you
managed to hold on the whole way through.
It was hard work. I had nightmares of
being lost in cornfields – to this very day I
will have the occasional detassling dream. It
gets that deep into the mind – engrained in
there. However, I describe this miserable job
because I believe it is what made me into a

MIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…
www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp
Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Members Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

With Purchase
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person who works. Having that foundation
of understanding how hard work pays off,
and beginning with some of the hardest
work there is to be done, was, I believe, the
best way for a kid to grow up. Into the fire, so
to say. Detassling corn gave me the strength
to deal with all the hard work that came
after – even emotionally I think because of
the long, lonely hours spent walking row
after row of corn. There is something about
a first job that I think shapes you in some
small way, how you will be as an adult. I am
thankful for all the hard work I have done,
but also thankful I do not have to do it any
longer! Amen.
A.K. Thompson is a museum curator
and writer who makes her home in
northern Illinois where she raises
chickens and spends her free time with
the dogs. She holds a Master’s Degree
in Writing and Consciousness from
the New College of California, and an
MFA in Creative Writing from Southern
Illinois University. She has served as
an Assistant Editor for the Crab Orchard
Review. Her work has appeared
in STORY Magazine, Surreal South
-- An Anthology of Short Fiction and
Poetry, The Smoking Poet, and The
Chiron Review among others. Email
A.K.: akdirtchurch@gmail.com
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IDNR ALERTS HUNTERS TO ONGOING
MAINTENANCE ISSUES AT LAKE DEPUE
Access to waterfowl blind sites may not be possible

DEPUE, IL – Waterfowl hunters planning
to attend the annual Lake DePue State
Fish and Wildlife Area duck blind drawing
on July 29 should be aware that due to
infrastructure damage at the site, boat
access to waterfowl blind locations
cannot be guaranteed for the 2018-2019
waterfowl season. Water levels in the
site’s Spring Lake will rise and fall with
the level of the Illinois River, which may
create anywhere from mudflat to deeply
flooded conditions at blind sites.
Hunters concerned about access to
blind locations should consider attending
a blind drawing at another IDNR site. The
full schedule of dates and locations of
blind drawings can be found here.
Specific questions should be directed
to the Lake DePue SFWA office at (815)
447-2353.
Duck and goose hunters must register
in person for waterfowl blind site drawings
and must be present at the drawing – held
at designated locations immediately after

the registration period – to claim their
blind sites. Mail-in registrations are not
accepted. Unless otherwise stated, blind
allocations for these sites are good for
one year.
To participate in a drawing, all
applicants must present a 2017 or
2018 regular Illinois hunting license (no
apprentice or youth license), a 2017 or
2018 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp
at the time they register, unless exempted
by law, and valid photo identification.
Applicants must be at least 16 years old
by the date of the drawing.
Applicants needing to purchase new
licenses and stamps should do so prior to
the drawing. Most blind drawing locations
will not have license sales available.
Licenses and stamps are available at any
DNR Direct license and permit vendor,
through the IDNR website at www.dnr.
illinois.gov, or by calling 1-888-6-PERMIT
(1-888-673-7648).
Registrants are no longer required to

Heritage Days
August 17 - 19, 2018

National Stearman Fly-In
September 3 - 9, 2018

River 2 River Cruise Night
August 17, 2018

Knox County Scenic Drive
October 6 - 7, 2018

possess a valid Illinois Firearm Owner’s
Identification (FOID) card from the Illinois
State Police to participate in blind
drawings. Also, in order to be an eligible
applicant for the drawing, the participant
must not have his or her hunting privileges
suspended or revoked by the IDNR or
any other jurisdiction at the time of the
drawing. Out-of-state residents must
have an annual (5-day licenses not
accepted) 2017 or 2018 non-resident
hunting license for Illinois and a 2017 or
2018 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp.
Note: The photo ID requirement for
all applicants was a new rule for last
year’s drawings.
Additional hunting information and
maps on the above sites can be accessed
at https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
FactSheets/Pages/default.aspx.
Follow the IDNR on Facebook and Twitter
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Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

AUGUST MEANS FAST
ACTION ON NORFORK
LAKE FOR STRIPERS

August fishing is referred to the
“Dogs Days of Fishing in the North” but
here on Norfork Lake it means lots of
stripers and fast action.. The stripers are
feeding heavy on shad and crawdads
on the flats usually right on the bottom.
When you find a school you can expect
multiple poles to get hit. The best baits
are shad both threadfin and gizzard shad
for live bait, spoons for jigging and for
trolling, swim baits. Trolling is effective if
the stripers are suspended in open water
which is usually the case. Try trolling very
early or late in the day to produce fish.
Troll the channels closest to the dam

varying your baits from 35 to 80’. Jigging
spoons can be effective if you can find the
fish on the bottom feeding. Jigging in open
water is hard since the fish are always
on the move. If you find bottom fish, let
your spoon hit the bottom then yank
it up a couple of feet and let it free fall
they will usually hit the spoon on the fall.
Sometimes the stripers are very sluggish
so a small movement of the spoon yields
better results. Live bait fishing with shad
is the most productive method of fishing.
Both shad and crawdads are the striper’s
main food source and provide the most
protein. Our typical setup is a downline: 3

or 4 oz sinkers with a 15 lb leader with an
Owner hook, the hook size varies based
on the size of the bait. If we are fishing
the bottom we slowly put the bait on
the bottom then bring it up about 1’ and
move very slowly following the fish. We
sometimes will keep one bait higher up in
the water column for the roaming striper
or school passing bye.
Last August we had a 2 day event

This ad paid for by combination of private and state matching funds

with 9 people and 3 boats. The first day
we boated 24 stripers with 4 over 20
lbs and the next we boated 27 stripers.
Everybody caught their limit. In addition,
each boat missed at least 20 stripers over
the 2 days. Last year we were leaving
for the lake at 4:30 AM and going to a
shallower submerged island surrounded
by deep water. Each person was holding
their pole and waiting for the striper to
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strike. The striper usually would swipe at
the bait then would come back and take
it. Most misses were on the first strike
the clients were so anxious they would
jerk instead of waiting. In the end it did
not matter since the bite was so strong
everybody caught fish all morning.
Points with long flats and river
channels are the most effective places to
find and catch stripers. The stripers feed
early shallow then move out to deeper
water when the sun comes up. Some
of the best points are Thumb, Point 1,

Hudson, Koso, Shoal Creek, and Dam
Cove. One or more of these points will
hold fish in August once you find the fish
they will usually be there for a long period
of time.
The bass will be in their summer
pattern, early morning top water then jigs,
worms and spinner baits are your best
baits. There is also great night fishing
throwing jigs, worms, and black or red 3/8
oz spinner baits. You can catch fish all over
the main lake and creeks.
The crappie will be in feeding on

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!
CLOSEOUT ON 2018 LUNDS IN STOCK
1600 FURY TILLER W/MERC 25
1625 FURY TILLER W/MERC 50
1650 REBEL XS SS W/MERC 90
1775 IMPACT SS W/MERC 115 PRO XS
1775 IMPACT SPORT W/MERC 115 PRO XS
1975 PRO V SPORT (DEMO) W/MERC 225XL

the deep brush piles and flats that are
deeper then 15 feet. Spider rigging is the
most effective technique to catch them.
Bennett’s Bayou is your best choice to
catch summer crappies forwarded by
Brushy Creek and then Big Creek.

95

Tom & Sean Reynolds have
fished Lake Norfork for over 51 years
and they guide out of Tracy Ferry
Marina; you can reach him at www.
stroutfitters.com, 870-421-1541 or on
Facebook.

STR Outfitters

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

IMAGINE . . .

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com

877.246.7896

YOUR PHOTO HERE!

These memories will last a lifetime ....

LET US RIG YOUR BOAT WITH
THE LATEST ELECTRONICS!

CONSIGNMENT BOATS WANTED
NEW 2019 LUNDS ARRIVING AT
ANYTIME!! PUT YOUR ORDER IN TODAY!

LUND Impact 1875

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

BRING YOUR EMPTY OIL JUGS IN FOR DEALS ON REFILLS!!
1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

110 4-H Park Rd.
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com
DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731
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FENCE FIGHTER
by Diana Storrs

Good fences make good neighbors.”
Proverb
This proverb, from Robert Frost’s poem
Mending Wall, questions whether or not
this is true. I remember reading this in sixth
grade, and at that time I probably did not
understand the depth of the philosophical
meaning Frost was presenting. Now that
fences and walls play a dramatic role in
my life as the owner of Rozwell, reading
this poem again clearly presented the idea
Frost was conveying: “Something there is
that doesn’t love a wall”. I’m here to tell
you that Frost was correct about a force of
nature not liking walls. My dog Rozwell is
that force of nature personified.

When I first heard the term “fence
fighter”, I did a little research.
“Fence fighting starts by the dogs
on either side being frustrated with their
inability to properly sniff one another. This
frustration causes the dogs to pace and
lunge at the fence line.”
http://www.austindogzone.com/
training/how-to-stop-fence-fighting-in-dogs/
This definition does not describe
the intensity and single-minded focus a
dedicated fence fighter can bring to bear
at the drop of a hat, or an open window.
As one of life’s most exciting
adventures for Roz is going for a ride in
the car, my husband Ben, will often take
her along on short errands that do not
require leaving her alone in the car for
even a minute. One sunny morning, Ben
wanted to go to the bank and decided to
bring Roz along. Whenever the question,
“Roz, do you want to go for a ride in the
car?” is asked, Roz literally levitates in her
excitement and runs to the door. Off they
went.
The bank is close by and as most

streets on
the way are
residential,
Ben lowers
the
back
window just
enough for
Roz to stick
Rozwell
her
head
out. She is not allowed to do this on the
open highway for obvious reasons. The
trip was uneventful until on their return,
they entered the short street leading to
the alley behind our house. As Ben tells it,
one minute Rozwell was in the back seat.
The next minute he heard Roz barking,
outside the car!
This is what happened. As they
passed a neighbor’s fence, Roz heard
barking behind it. In her excitement, she
accidently hit the window button with her
paw, and the window rolled all the way
down. Without a second thought, she
leapt out of the slowly moving car, intent
on battling the offensive wall. Ben quickly
stopped the car and went after her. She

This is not a picture of our wall or
our Rozwell. Our fence is newer
and our Rozwell is prettier.
was not wearing her training collar or
leash, and therefore there was nothing to
grab but her leg. He wrestled her back into
the car, rolled up the window, and drove
the remaining few yards to our garage.
The only damage Rozwell suffered
was a serious blow to her pride. She knew
she could have defeated that fence given
the chance! It is a miracle she was not
injured. There were three tiny scratches
on her cheek which have since healed
with no trace of a scar. Ben and I have
since had a tutorial on the mechanism of
the child safety window lock, and making
sure it is engaged is now part of our pre-

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS

Get in a real handgun trining class! Improve marksmanship
skills and gun handling skills, learn defensive shooting, get better
prepared, and increase your survival rate. Come see what you
don’t know about defensive shooting and self defense.
I guarantee you will leave class with improved marksmanship
skills, defensive skills and a new outlook on self defense.

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583

hicksforguns@gmail.com • www.HicksforGuns.com

COURSES OFFERED:
• NRA Basic Pistol Course
• Pistol Marksmanship Course
• Advanced Handgun Skills
• Intro to Defensive Firearms / Home
Invasion
• AR-15 / Carbine Course
• I owa Permit to Carry Weapons (CCW)

319-371-6698

Email: tmfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

tmfirearmstraining.wordpress.com

Sales Rep: Gerald Sampen • 217-376-3873
Agent: Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • jmontgomery@jamig.com www.

MontysOutdoorConnection.com
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drive routine. Also, Roz is never allowed in
the car without her collar and leash. Two
hard learned lessons.
The fence fighting is a two- way
street for Rozwell. Our fenced back yard
faces a well- traveled alley leading to the
park. Many dogs with their owners pass
our fence every day. Rain or shine, day
or night, Roz battles our fence whenever
anyone passes with or without a dog in
tow. Because she fights the fence even if
there is no dog which needs sniffing, I tend
to believe her sense of territorial rights and
general protection of her property is more
likely the underlying cause. In a neighborly
attempt at good will, we posted a notice
on our fence.
“BEWARE OF ROZWELL.
She is barking to say hello!
She will also greet you on your way back.”
Now folks who regularly use the alley,
greet Rozwell by name as they pass, but
their dogs still tuck tail and cower until
safely past our fence.
All the fences in our neighborhood are

designed for privacy and it is not possible to
see through them. Nevertheless, Rozwell’s
reputation precedes her. On more than one
occasion, when I am walking Roz, I pass
fences which have a dog living behind
it. When Roz immediately goes into full
battle mode, the unseen dog owner on
the other side will shout out over Roz’s
barking, “Hi! That must be Rozwell!”
We recently hired a professional
aggression specialist to train me to be
able to walk with Rozwell in a civilized
manner. This is how I learned about “fence
fighting”, and the difference between this
and actual aggression. The good news is
that the trainer determined that Roz has no
desire to harm anyone, dog or human, and
she never has. I have learned techniques
to control her while we are on our walks,
but preventing her from barking behind
her own fence is something I may never be
able to curb. The good news here is that
no burglar will ever attempt to break into
our house!

Tom Sellberg with some nice Bull Shoals Bass.

On the Chippewa Flowage

Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
LICENSED & INSURED

715-558-8732

fish4walleye53716@yahoo.com

DeanosGuideService.com
Find us on

Discounts as big as a house.
Or condo. Or apartment.
See just how big your savings could be.
Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars when you put all
your policies together under our State Farm® roof.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

statefarm.com®
623 E. Jackson, Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

Alan Thompson, Agent
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And Auctions!

THE RIGHT WOOD FOR THE JOB: YOUR GUIDE
TO SUMMER DECK BUILDING
By Brandpoint

(BPT) - Think about your favorite
moments and memories from past summers.
The time you spent with family and friends,
dining, playing games or simply enjoying one
another’s company. Now, ask yourself this:
How many of those summer memories took
place outside, on the deck?
The deck is the perfect spot for
summer get-togethers and events.
However, if yours is in need of a facelift or
a complete re-do, now is the perfect time
of year to complete a new outdoor living
space customized to fit your needs. A new
wood deck can add value to your home, but
be sure to choose the right wood products
to build it. Thus, the question becomes:
What type of wood do you use? When do
you use ground-contact and above-ground,
pressure-treated wood?
If you don’t know the answer to these
questions, don’t worry. This article can
help you determine what type of wood you
need to use and where. Follow this guide

from Viance and you’ll be on your way to
building the deck of your dreams.
Ground-contact wood: As its
name implies, ground-contact wood often
forms the foundation of your project and
may include the support posts placed in
or on the ground, in concrete or in fresh
water. Ground-contact should also be
used whenever your wood pieces will be
installed less than 6 inches off the ground,
such as a ground level deck.
Ground contact wood earns this
designation because it has been
specifically treated to protect against
fungal decay and termite attack at and
below the ground’s surface. For your deck
project, ground-contact, preservativetreated wood should be used for ledger
boards, stair stringers and support posts.
Other landscaping projects, like garden
boxes, landscape walls and anything else
that may be built in or on the ground,
should use ground-contact, preservativetreated wood.

Above-ground wood: Above-ground
wood is the other major designation, and
this is the wood type you will use to build
the majority of your deck. You can use
above-ground treated wood for locations
that are easy to maintain and repair, quick
to dry and where ample air flow around the
wood is possible. On most decks, this will
be your deck boards, guardrails, balusters,
joists and beams. Above-ground wood uses
less preservative chemicals than groundcontact wood, and in newer preservative
systems like Ecolife, it provides added
benefits that can repel water, minimize
cracking and keep boards straighter.

Above-ground wood is also the ideal choice
for many outdoor projects including arbors,
trellises, lattice, decorative posts, trim
boards and fence pickets.
If the wood will be more than 6 inches
from the ground, above-ground wood is the
ideal, and most economical type of treated
wood to use.
Finding the right wood for your
deck today: No matter the dimensions

We love to
finance outdoor
adventure!
More Service.
More Sales.
306 E. TAZEWELL ST.,
TREMONT, IL 61568
$125,000

Possible 3rd unit in
basement with separate
electric meter, studs and
plumbing. Shared coin
laundry (owned by Seller).
Original hardwood floors
refinished. New roof 2017.
24 hour notice to show.
1 Bedroom Units

613 & 615 S. LOCUST ST.,
TREMONT, IL 61568
$120,000

2-unit duplex. New roof 2017.
Newer laminate flooring
in 1 unit. Shared coin
laundry area (owned by
Seller). Concrete slab
accommodates 4 vehicles.
24 hour notice to show.
1-bedroom units

Vance

MARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com
150 S Main St.
Morton, IL 61550

Each office independently
owned and operated
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of your deck, chances are you’ll use a
combination of ground-contact and aboveground, pressure-treated wood. Applying
the guide above can help you determine
which wood type you need for each phase
of your project, but quandaries could
still arise. If you ever have questions,
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you can find answers at treatedwood.
com and learn more about EcoLife and
Preserve pressure-treated wood, sold
in lumberyards across the country and
under the Severe Weather brand at your
neighborhood Lowe’s store.
www.brandpointcontent.com

SMART STEPS TO BEAT THE HEAT
IN FAVORITE OUTDOOR SPACES

By Brandpoint

(BPT) - Are summer’s sizzling
temperatures causing you to retreat from
your favorite outdoor spaces? Garages,
patios, sheds, gardens and other outdoor
areas should be enjoyed throughout the
year. Unfortunately, heat and humidity can
quickly make being outside intolerable
during the dog days of summer.
The good news is keeping outdoor
spaces comfortable doesn’t have to be a
challenge. With the right tools and some
thoughtful planning, you can stay cool and
continue your favorite hobbies, no matter
how high the temperatures rise. Whether
it’s wrenching on a car, in the garage
tackling a DIY project, tending to your patio
container garden or simply kicking back on
the deck, the following steps can help you
stay cool and safe.
Step 1: Shade
Direct sun on decks and patios can
make it nearly impossible to enjoy hot
days. Strategically install shade features
like umbrellas and awnings to add instant
protection and ambiance. An alternative is
vine-covered trellises that block sunlight
and align well with the natural elements
outdoors. For covered areas like garages
and sheds, direct sunlight isn’t a concern,
but those rays can raise the temperatures in
those spaces fast. That’s why it’s important to
take additional steps to cool the air within.
Step 2: Portable cooling
Fans alone simply circulate stagnant,
hot air throughout outdoor living spaces.
Instead consider an evaporative cooler.
Available in a variety of sizes, Portacool
portable evaporative coolers drop
temperatures through the naturally occurring
process of evaporation using water and the
surrounding air, without creating mist. Open
backyard spaces, patios and garages can be
more comfortably cool on the hottest days
by rolling this cooler wherever it’s needed.
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Step 3: Insulation
For covered spaces like garages and
sheds, adding insulation can help regulate
temperatures. Batt insulation is inexpensive
and an easy weekend DIY project to install if
drywall isn’t present. Add to walls and ceiling
spaces where applicable and then cover with
drywall. If you already have drywall, you
can look into blown-in insulation options.
By insulating these spaces, you’ll help keep
sweltering heat out and cool air in for more
enjoyable summer days.
Step 4: Color
Keep color in mind when evaluating
outdoor spaces. Light colors reflect the
sun and dark colors absorb it, causing
temperatures to rise. For decks and patios,
opt for rugs and furniture in light colors
to stay cool and comfortable. For garages
and sheds, consider the color of the
exterior. If you find the afternoon sun beats
mercilessly down upon it, consider painting
the exterior a lighter shade of paint, and
when it’s time to replace the roof, choose a
new color in a lighter hue.
Summer heat doesn’t have to force
you indoors. Enjoy favorite outdoor spaces
with these simple steps to stay cool and
comfortable. For more information about
evaporative coolers, visit www.portacool.com.
www.brandpointcontent.com

FOR ALL YOUR FARM & REC LAND BUYING,
SELLING AND 1031 EXCHANGE NEEDS
PROPERTIES FOR SALE:

Knox County- 191 Acres

Brad Belser

Peoria County- 150 Acres

Jim Ferguson
FULTON COUNTY
40 Acres- Land, Log Home
7.5 Acre, Lakefront
Fulton County- 40 Acres
KNOX COUNTY

ING
PEND
Peoria County- 26 Acres

191 Acres- Land,
Tillable Farm
PEORIA COUNTY
150 Acres- 62 Tillable,
80 Bedding area and
Mature Timber

G
ENDIN

P

Peoria County- 36 Acres

www.ilfarmandrecland.com
Using a portable evaporative
cooler, like Portacool, can reduce
temperatures in your outdoor and
garage spaces to make it more
comfortably cool on the hottest days.

BRAD BELSER

JIM FERGUSON

(309) 231-1449
(309) 830-3777
brad@ilfarmandrecland.com jim@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

267 Acres
26 Acres
36 Acres
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TOO HOT FOR HOUSE HUNTERS? 5 HOME-SELLING
TACTICS THAT SIZZLE DURING SUMMER
By Liz Alterman

Summer is peak
season
for
home
selling—but also for
barbecues, vacations,
and long, lazy beach
days. In other words,
there are lots of things
to distract even the
most diligent would-be
buyers. And that’s not
even counting those
dog days when it’s too hot to even venture
out to view homes.
But for home sellers who are eager to
drum up an offer before Labor Day, having
their sale sidelined isn’t an option. And
luckily, there’s plenty you can do to lure
buyers through your door. Check out these
five smart tips for getting buyers to brave
the heat and squeeze your house into
their summer schedule.
1. Embrace ‘rush hour’ traffic
Long weekends out of town are the
stuff summer dreams are made of. But
they’re also the reason many Saturday
and Sunday afternoon open houses end
up nearly empty. Choosing an alternative
time frame may turn that around.
“During the summer months, I’ve
found holding ‘rush hour’ open houses
to be hugely successful,” says Lindsay
Bacigalupo, Engel & Völkers Minneapolis.
“For example, Minnesota is full of
lakes and so many residents here go up
north for the weekend to enjoy time at
their cabin. That’s why I hold open houses
on Thursdays from 4 to 6 p.m.—it creates
an opportunity for buyers to view it during
a time that might be more convenient.”
2. Turn your open house into a summer party
Let’s face it: Heading to a barbecue
or pool party sounds a whole lot more fun
than an open house. If you can’t beat ‘em,
why not join ‘em?
“Advertise it as a party instead of
simply an open house,” says Brett Fischer,
associate broker at Lee & Associates
Residential in New York, NY.
In other words, put together a gathering
that feels more like a celebration than a
sales pitch. Try serving up refreshments
outside like lemonade and iced tea on

company FortuneBuilders. “Make additional
effort to keep patio areas, the pool, and
outdoor furniture extra-clean. Incorporate

tasteful props such as cushions, towels,
lanterns, and string lights to help spur the
imagination of your guests.”

kiesewetter online auctions

trays, or fire up the grill to serve summerthemed appetizers or sliders.
Timing can make a difference here,
too: Rather than holding your soirée in the
middle of the day, wait until the evening
when the temperature’s bearable and
people are ready to venture out and kick
back at a house party.
3. Shine a spotlight on the outdoor space
Nothing’s more appealing on a
scorching summer day than a backyard
pool. Play up this feature and other
outdoor amenities to convince buyers this
is the warm weather oasis they deserve.
“The long days of summer make for
the perfect opportunity to highlight the
exterior living spaces of the property,”
says Than Merrill, a real estate investor
and CEO of the real estate education

Bidding Ends August 1st at 5:00pm
Coca Cola Collectibles
Bidding Ends August 2nd at 5:00pm
Coin Auction
Bidding Ends August 3rd at 5:00pm
Model Car/Truck Auction
Bidding Ends August 4th at 5:00pm
Real Estate- 5.5 Acres East Peoria, IL
Real Estate- 15.6 Acres &
25,000 SQ Ft. Fabrication Shop
Bidding Ends August 5th at 5:00pm
1982 Corvette
Bidding Ends August 6th at 5:00pm
Real Estate- Peoria Office Building
Bidding Ends August 18th at 5:00pm
Real Estate Auctions
Bidding Ends August 31st at 5:00pm
Real Estate- 585 Roosevelt, Creve Coeur, IL
Real Estate 3.82 +- Acres.
Timbered Illinois River View
Real Estate- House at 332 Carola, Creve Coeur, IL
Real Estate- House at 136 Apple, Creve Coeur, IL

Kiesewetter Auction Services • 309-699-3800
for more detailed information see
www.kiesewetterauction.com

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 @ 9:00 AM
TREMONT, IL
ADVERTISING DEADLINE: AUGUST 29, 2018

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS AT LOT: SEPTEMBER 8TH - 14TH: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
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Mark Cianciullli, a real estate agent
at the CREM Group, recalls how setting
the stage paid off by getting potential
buyers to envision themselves enjoying
the amenities he’s featured.
“It was a hillside home that had a
beautiful view of the city below, especially
at night when the city was lit up. So I
decided to have a ‘summer nights’–themed
open house where I set up bistro lights in
the backyard and floating candles in the
pool and served wine and cheese,” he
says. “It was such a charming atmosphere
that the ultimate buyer wanted the house
so bad so she could re-create those kinds
of settings for parties or just hanging out
with her family and friends.”
4. Create a community event
Sometimes getting a home sold is a
matter of enlisting the help of those who
already live in the neighborhood. Merrill
recommends hosting a summer block party
at the front of the property, rather than
in the backyard, to invite more attention
and foot traffic from neighbors and others
passing by.
“Prepare a theme, such as a luau or
a summer barbecue, with entertainment
for kids,” he suggests. “Make sure to
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design and pass out event fliers around the
neighborhood days in advance. Consider
renting food trucks, including a snow cone or
ice cream truck, to help serve your guests. As
you mingle with guests, invite them to take a
tour of the property and ask them to spread
the word to friends and neighbors.”
This concept translates to urban
areas as well.
“New York City is famous for its
residents fleeing the city on weekends,
so real estate professionals have to get
creative,” explains Mable Ivory at Engel
& Völkers in New York. “So this week, I
hosted a community event called ‘Sunset
Soiree in the South Bronx.’ Attendees
could preview my listing, a penthouse
on the Grand Concourse, while enjoying
Bronx and Manhattan skyline views at
sunset. We provided live music from Bronx
native Pernell Walker, custom-designed
‘Bronx Bomber’ cocktails and bites, and
had a raffle for ‘The Bronx Rox’ gift basket.
It was more than just an open house, but a
way for the community to get together and
celebrate their neighborhood.”
5. Advertise early, often, and offline
Spreading the word about an open
house is always key to getting people in the

door, but never more so than that stretch
between Memorial Day and Labor Day.
“Summer is a crazy season, and
often people become unplugged from
their devices,” says Jennifer Brownhill,
regional marketing manager of CLV Group.
“So advertising online well in advance
will help give people the heads-up to clear
their schedule for this day.”
To capture more eyeballs offline,
plant signs on roadways headed toward
the beach, campgrounds, and other
popular summer destinations. Add extras
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like balloons to draw even more attention.
“Buyers know that it doesn’t take long
to tour the home,” says Alex Hubler of
Keller Williams Premier Realty Lake
Minnetonka, MN. Advertise how your
home’s just five minutes off the highway,
and “people can pop in quick if they’re on
their way somewhere, rather than taking
the whole day to tour homes.”
Liz Alterman is a writer who’s covered
a variety of subjects, from personal finance
issues for CNBC.com to career advice for
The Muse. Follow @LizAlterman

10811 W. MAPLE RIDGE ROAD,
GLASFORD, IL 61533- $279,900

5002 S. WHITTINGHAM COVE,
MAPLETON, IL 61547- $359,900

Amazing custom built log cabin style home nestled away on a secluded 5 acre
oasis. This home boasts 15 x 14 Master Loft with on suite bathroom plus 2 more
bedrooms and 2 more bathrooms throughout. Its has a HEATED AND COOLED
attached oversized 2 stall garage 25 x 30, plus an addition 1 stall detached 14 x 20,
and a 18 x 12 carport! When trees are in bloom you can’t even see the home from
the street! Property has addition sheds for storage and 18 fruit trees a variety of
cherry, apple, peach and pear. This home is one of a kind and simply a MUST SEE!

LAKE LIFE & LUXURY! This one of a kind lake front 4bed 3.5bath home
combines all the fun and majesty of lake life with modern day luxury on
Lake Lancelot! Custom built in 2014 it has several amazing features including,
but not limited to: 150ft lake frontage property w/dock, 2 decks, Hot tub,
KBL custom kitchen, granite counters, stainless steel appliances, soft closing
drawers, master on suite with walk in closets and lake views, walk out basement,
wet bar, 3 stall OVERSIZED garage, BONUS 3 stall storage garage with 1 entry
door on back side of the home for all your like life storage needs!

MICHAEL MCKINLEY

MICHAEL MCKINLEY

Keller Williams Premier Realty
2426 W. Cornerstone Court • Peoria, IL 61614
Phone: 309-282-1255

Keller Williams Premier Realty
2426 W. Cornerstone Court • Peoria, IL 61614
Phone: 309-282-1255

Cell: 309-620-3621 • Office: 309-282-1544

Cell: 309-620-3621 • Office: 309-282-1544
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DEER HUNTERS: BE STUDENTS OF MAST
CROP VARIETIES, HARVEST CYCLES
By Tom Carpenter

ONE FORAGE TYPE WILL PULL
WHITETAILS AWAY FROM ALL OTHERS.
HERE’S HOW TO WIN WHEN ACORNS
AND OTHER MAST FOOD SOURCES ARE
BEATING YOU UP.
Oh, the magic of early-fall whitetail
hunting.
We’re probably talking archery
hunting, but the occasional muzzleloader
season comes into play too, and even a
few rifle hunts. You know the story: After
some careful late-summer and earlyfall scouting, you have the local deer
all figured out. They’re hitting this hay
meadow, that alfalfa field, a clover food
plot over here or a browse-rich clearcut
edge over there just like clockwork.
Even if the local cornfield or soybean
patch gets harvested, you know what
you’re going to do. All is good with the
world: Wait for the right wind, sneak in
during midafternoon and settle in to a
blind or climb up and strap in to a pre-set

treestand and wait for your winter venison
to mosey right along.
Then the wheels come off the track.
No whitetails show their faces during
shooting hours. The wind was right, your
stands well-placed, your approach as
quiet as a church mouse. You repeat your
efforts for a couple of days, but nothing’s
really happening.
What destroyed all the potential
magic? If your local and well-scouted
whitetails are suddenly forsaking stillgreen hay meadows, lush alfalfa fields or
fresh-harvested small grain fields in early
fall, mast is a likely culprit.
Managing the mast challenge comes
down to three factors: realizing why hard
mast (focusing mainly on acorns) is such
a whitetail magnet; understanding the
kinds of oak trees that produce preferred
mast; and identifying sound hunting
strategies for turning the mast challenge
into a win. Soft mast is an additional topic

Scarlett Palm
Managing Broker
Mobile: 309-361-2095
Office: 309-246-5020
822 5th St. • Lacon, IL 61540

that deserves attention from early-season
whitetail hunters.
POWER FOOD

Hard mast – usually in the form
of acorns — is whitetail power food
that deer will focus on when available,
ignoring almost all other forage. Why
would a whitetail forsake other highvalue food sources?
Like humans, whitetails need
balanced nutrition. The building blocks
are protein, carbohydrates and fats.
While acorns are low in protein, they are

exceedingly high in carbohydrates and
fats. Those elements help put mass and
fat on deer, and that prepares them for
winter. And if whitetail eat enough acorns
(which they will do), they will get their
required intake of protein as well.
In short, acorns are a win-win-win food.
Acorns are simply a natural food that
whitetails evolved with and flock to. They
are autumn’s perfect whitetail food.
UNDERSTANDING OAKS
Oaks fall within the beech tree family,
under the genus name Quercus. There are
two basic classes of oak tree that the
deer hunter needs to know – white oaks
and red oaks. All oaks drop acorns, and
whitetails will eat acorns from any kind of
oak tree, but deer do have preferences.
White oak acorns are by far the
whitetail’s favorite. Quercus alba, or the
white oak itself, is both widespread and
well known. White oak acorns are low in

Scarlett Palm
Managing Broker
Mobile: 309-361-2095
Office: 309-246-5020
822 5th St. • Lacon, IL 61540

901 DEER RUN RD., LACON, IL 61540 - $390,000

Sprawling 8.67 acres with 2 homes on sites. Very private and secluded and so much
character to this property. Perfect for horses or livestock. Pastures fenced and
parceled off into sections. Huge machine shed for all your machinery and open lean
too shed for feeding and shelter. Small chicken coop and 24x24 garage.
Pond on site. Timber, pasture, possible tillable, in law quarters.

1594 E. FEAZEL RD, LACON, IL 61540 - $360,000

Secluded and beautiful multi-purpose farm estate. Everything on site for horses and all livestock.
Indoor riding arena, all steel building, insulated and four horse stalls with heated tack room.
1-acre pond on site, 30ft deep fully stocked. Second lean to shed with stalls and feed equipment.
Three stall garage with security system and heated and cooled/temperate controlled.
Large second machine shed with workshop and automatic garage door openers.
Small ranch style home on a slab, 3 bdrms. New hot water htr 4/18, new roof in progress.
Timber with pasture, trails and creeks.

August 2018

tannins, which
means they are
not bitter-tasting
and
actually
taste palatable,
even to humans.
Peel off the
shell and try one
sometime!
Oaks within
the white oak
sector produce acorns every year, which
means the tree flowers, produces acorns
and drops them in one spring-to-fall cycle.
But not all years are created equal – one
year may see a tree produce a bumper
crop, the next year next-to-nothing.
Besides the classic white oak itself,
other trees in the white oak group include
the swamp white oak, bur oak, post oak,
chestnut oak and chinkapin oak.
While higher in tannins and generally
not as tasty as white-oak-style acorns,
red oak (Quercus rubra) acorns provide
important whitetail forage too. Good
nutrition trumps flavor.
Oaks within the red oak sector
produce acorns every other year, meaning
flowers bloom one spring acorns form
and grow through that fall and hang on
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all winter, then finish developing the next
summer and drop that fall. Interestingly,
red oaks can have two year-classes of
acorns on the tree at the same time.
Beside the namesakes, northern red
oak and southern red oak, other trees in
the red oak group include the black oak,
pin oak, turkey oak, blackjack oak and
water oak.
HUNTING STRATEGIES
Hunting starts with scouting, and if
you have abundant oaks in your hunting
area, it’s smart to launch a late-summer
oak-scouting mission to see what might
be happening on the trees and where the
acorn action might occur.
Take a nonchalant midday wander.
That won’t bother the local deer much
if at all. If lots of acorns are coming in a
particular grove or woodlot, or on a certain
ridge, this is even a good time to set a
stand or two.
Whether you’re setting stands early
or reacting to an acorn crop in-season,
the key question is: Do you hunt right in
the oaks, or on a travel corridor to or from
them? It all depends on time of day.
One option is to set up right at the
source: in the oaks themselves. That’s

why afternoon hunts in the oaks are great
– get there plenty early, set up, settle in
and be quietly waiting when the deer start
moving.
Dawn hunts in the oaks can be tough,
because the deer may already be there
feeding when you arrive. Now is the time
to hunt travel corridors coming out of the
oaks. That said, don’t be afraid to move
right into the oaks after a couple of hours.
A mid-morning stand right in there among
the acorns can be a fine place to arrow a
hungry early-fall whitetail.
SOFT MAST
Not all mast is hard. Soft mast is the
other part of the mast equation. Soft mast
often falls even earlier than hard mast
and can be the key to connecting with an
early-season whitetail.
If local meadows and hayfields are
lightly used by deer, soft mast may be
occupying the deer before last light and
attracting them back into cover before
first light. A three-step solution involves
understanding the types of soft mast
whitetails love, learning how to find it and
mastering how to hunt it.
IDENTIFYING SOFT MAST

103

Soft mast peaks as summer fades
from the landscape but autumn delays
its grip. Fruits and berries abound after a
summer of warmth and rain. A few cool
nights begin the process of ripening the
juicy mast. Whitetails love something
sweet, and the sugars in soft mast are a
magnet.
Some of the best soft mast sources
available and attractive to whitetails
include:
• Persimmons (Diospyros virginiana): Tree.
Yellow to pale orange fruits, often with a
blush of red or blue, abound. Found in the
South and lower Midwest.
• Plums (Prunus americana): Large
shrub / small tree. Purple-yellow to red
fruits grow juicy and thick in the South,
Midwest and Plains.
• Pears (Pyrus species): Tree. Pears

STEVE GORDON FARMS
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Great Plot Equipment for the Deer Hunters

International 400
8 Row Planter- $1,250

International 3088
Tractor- $15,000

International
706- $7,500

6 Row Ground Driven 2100
Kinze Planter- $4,500

1421 A COUNTY RD 2500N • RANTOUL, IL 61866
217-892-8380 • GFARMSSEED@AOL.COM
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Deer Hunters . . . continued
are native to the Old World but readily
pioneered North America thanks to
orchard plantings.
• Apples (Malus species): Tree. From
green to yellow and red fruits, any old
apple orchard is a deer haven in early
fall. Another colonial import.
• Crabapples (Malus species): Small
tree. These wild North American
natives bear red, yellow or purple fruits.
• Chokecherries (Prunus virginiana): Large
shrub / small tree. Produces red to purple or
black fruit. Native to northern half of U.S. and
southern Canada.
• PinCherries(Prunuspensylvanica):Small
tree / large shrub. Bright red fruit. Widespread
from the Appalachians and New England
across northern U.S and southern Canada.
• Dogwood (Cornus species): Shrub /
tree. Offers profuse small berries that
are white, gray, blue or red. Subspecies
are found everywhere.
SCOUTING SOFT MAST
Get out before the opener and walk
the edges of woodlands, wetlands, fields
and meadows to find ripening fruits and
berries. Another prime time to scout is
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spring turkey season, when most of these
plants flower profusely; keep a logbook
of locations, or ping the coordinates into
your GPS.

both the hard and soft varieties. Embrace
the mast challenge with a focused
scouting and hunting plan, and sock away
some early-season venison.

HUNTING SOFT MAST
Think of soft mast as candy, not the main
course. Keep your approach simple with
these five concepts:
• Whitetails will hit soft mast on their
way out to, or back in from, traditional
feeding spots.
• Set up right there, in range of the ripe
forage.
• Stay until midmorning.
• Be there by midafternoon.
•
Use a ground blind if there aren’t
suitable trees to hang a stand in.

BONUS #1: CONTROL THE MAST
DROP
If you own hunting property where you
can manipulate the landscape, you might
consider planting your own orchard. While
Mother Nature determines the timetable
for dropping mast on native plants, you
can plant specific species to drop early
and late to extend your hunting success.
For example, Chestnut Hill Outdoors
offers early- and late-dropping native
persimmon trees. The early variety drops
fruit September through October, while
the late variety drops October through
November. By planting both varieties
in an area where you can hunt, you’ll
ensure the deer will keep coming back
for three-plus months. As a bonus, both
varieties are grafted female trees, which
means all trees produce fruit, unlike the
fruitless male trees of native persimmons.
Chestnut Hill has late-dropping apple
and pear varieties, too, which will keep
fruit on the ground in hunting season.
Chestnut Hill is famous for their Dunstan

CONCLUSION
The deer have been hitting the green
fields hard and then one day poof, the
whitetails vanish. Or maybe they don’t
come until after dark. What happened?
One likely answer is that mast is dropping
or ripe, and the deer have shifted their
feeding focus.
If there’s one menu item whitetails
prefer more than their salad when autumn
is still mild, it’s high-carb, high-fat mast of

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214

(618) 559-5082 www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

3- DAY BUSINESS LIQUIDATION SALE
AUGUST 5TH AT 10:00AM
AUGUST 10TH AT 9:00AM
AUGUST 12TH AT 10:00AM

AUCTION HELD ON SITE AT 1000 W. WATER ST.,
PICKNEYVILLE, IL
TOOLS BUILDING SUPPLIES FOR BUILDING MODULAR HOMES
EVERYTHING TO BUILD YOUR HOUSE, LUMBER, ELECTRICAL,
FIXTURES, WINDOWS AND SO MUCH MORE
Jim Lehde
IL License #441.001704
618-559-5082

AUCTIONEERS:
Cowboy Kolweier
IL License # 441.001530
618-3142917

Steve Ehinger
IL License #441.001981
618-304-8737
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Chestnut trees, which are blight resistant.
These trees begin producing chestnuts
at 3 to 5 years of age and chestnuts
have a higher protein and carbohydrate
count than oaks. For more information on
establishing your own orchard, visit www.
chestnuthilloutdoors.com. — Mark Olis
BONUS #2: LASTING VALUE
While soft mast comes and goes from
the landscape relatively quickly, hard mast
in the form of acorns lasts much longer
and can provide good hunting much later
in autumn and even into winter.
A good case-in-point here was
Wisconsin’s firearms season last fall.
While ample cornfields many still standing
surrounded the Green County woodlots
my boys and I were hunting, an afternoon
walk revealed a bumper acorn crop and
heavy deer use on one particular hillside.
That afternoon, I set up my son Ethan
there, and he dropped a 5-pointer. Two
mornings later, my boy Jeremiah shot his
very first buck there — a sleek spike —
that came snuffling through, vacuuming
up acorns at 8:30 in the November
sunshine. — Tom Carpenter
www.grandviewoutdooors.com
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ARCHAEOLOGY ADVENTURE
– OLIVE BRANCH, ILLINOIS
By Richard A. Lively

According to scientific studies,
Wisconsonian, the last ice age, ended
about 12,000 years ago. Scientists
estimate that a sheet of ice over a
mile deep extended as far south as
Mt. Vernon, IL. The end of the ice age
marked the disappearance of the mega
fauna. One hypothesis contends that that
Paleohunters, such as the Clovis people
(those of distinctive fluted points) hunted
them to extinction. There were no more
giant ground Sloths, Mastodons, Wooly
Mammoth, or Bison Anitquas. Fearsome
predators, such as the Saber Tooth Tiger,
Dire Wolves, Cave Bears, and American
Lions, disappeared.

With the melting of massive glaciers,
the ocean rise between Alaska and
Siberia covered the Bering Land Bridge
and no doubt rivers raged everywhere.
This was a time of great transition for man
and beast. By 10,000 years ago, life ways
for the first Americans had changed from
the Paleolithic roaming, hunting bands to
semi-permanent campsites.
In 1986, Dr. Richard M. Gramly located
a very early archaic campsite of the
Dalton tradition. Dr. Gramly is a Harvard
trained archaeologist and has extensive
experience in scientific site research
around the world. For fifteen years, he
and members of the American Society

of Amateur Archaeologists excavated
the Olive Branch site, just below Thebes,
Illinois on the Mississippi River. This is a
site of major importance, where over 3700
artifacts have been recovered.
Major discoveries at this site include

Joey Finchen
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several caches of large blades, points,
and the oldest human remains found in
Illinois. The human remains consisted of
two handfuls of burned bones, which were

Dr. Rich M. Gramly at the
Neralich Cache

Please send us your
hunting &
fishing photos!
Dr. Rich M. Gramly at the
Neralich Cache

Email to: asoandyb@gmail.com
or text them to: 309.437.2247
Jordan July ASO.qxp_Layout 1 6/12/18 12:30 PM Page 1

JACK & LIDIA’S RESORT, INC.

ON DEEP LAKE • CALL FOR DEEP LAKE FISHING REPORT
“ON THE WATER”
RESORT FEATURING:
• Boat Rental
• Cottages • Fishing
• Picnic Area
• Full Service Bar
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
38610 N. Edgewood
Lake Villa, IL 60046

847.356.1389

16112 N. Portage Street, Chillicothe, IL • $299,500

Janet Jordan
Managing Broker
CRB, GRI, SRS

(309) 360-7130
3622 N. Knoxville Avenue,
Peoria, IL

Dreaming of a secret hideaway? A rare river front
property so secluded you can have all the privacy
you want, but very close to shopping, restaurants,
etc. This beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath home boasts a
lovely open floor plan with panoramic river views.
Cherry cabinets & hardwood floors in the kitchen
w/island & pantry. Master suite, deck, patio, 4 car
garage. 1472 sq. ft. unfinished lower level. Property
is surrounded by large trees & abundant wildlife.
Each office independently owned and operated.
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Archaeology . . . continued
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identified by Dr. Douglas Owsley and Dr. Karin Bruwelheide of The
Smithsonian Institution as those of an adult female. The remains
were dated to approximately 9500 years before the present.
The Dalton peoples no doubt hunted the modern size
animals, such as deer, turkey, and other small animals. Living
next to the Mississippi River, they had access to fish, turtles,
mussels, and other aquatic life. For tool making, they used
Dongola, Bailey, and Cobden chert. They certainly had watercraft
to ply the river systems.
Dr. Gramly had long theorized that large Burlington
chert blades seen at the Illinois State Museum originated
somewhere in Southern Illinois. In August 2003, the Neralich
cache was discovered at the Olive Branch site. This consisted
of two eleven inch Burlington chert, bi-face blades, dressed in
red ochre. No doubt they were ceremonial artifacts and help
Blades In Situ
prove Dr. Gramly’s theory of large blades in Southern Illinois.
Two monographs detailing the Olive Branch site have been
published and can be purchased by
calling 978-683-4175 or on the ASAA
website (http:/asaa-persimmonpres.
com). These are detailed studies, and
I am happy to have a copy of each.
Readers of the Adventure Sports
Outdoors that are interested in
Archaeology should consider joining
Dr. Gramly and the ASAA group at a
Clovis Mastodon kill site near Bellville,
Ohio, August 13-23, 2018. Information
Olive-Branch Site- Dr. Gramly
can be obtained at 978-683-4175.
in white shirt.
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Monographs

Lively Cache

In Situ Blade

The Knox County Scenic Drive is held annually
in west central Illinois in celebration of the rural
heritage of the area. Towns, villages and points of
historic interest participate as official stops.

OUTSTANDING GUN AUCTION
250 + SHOTGUNS, RIFLES AND HAND GUNS

SATURDAY AUGUST 25TH AT 9:00

AUCTION LOCATION- 39637 260TH AVE., PITTSFIELD, IL
Non-Gun items sell beginning at 9:00am • Gun Auction begins at 11:00am
Ammo-Guns- Sporting Collectibles & More

Contact Jason Duke with Consignments: 217-430-2985

Featured Attractions:
•H
 istoric Sites, Displays
& Demonstrations
• Food Galore
• Crafts • Music
• Flea Markets
• Locally Grown Produce

Things To Do:

• Photo Contest
• Face Painting
• Petting Zoo
• Wagon Rides
• Build a Scarecrow
• And Much More

For more information,
contact Thomas Collopy at
309-309-2302 or 800-916-3330
Email us at brn@gallatinriver.net
Check out our website:

www.knoxcountyscenicdrive.com
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SHADOWS
ON THE WATER
AND IN THE WOODS

WHEN IS THE
BEST TIME TO
GO FISHING?
WEATHER FRONTS GREATLY AFFECT
FISHING SUCCESS
As I reflect on many days of fishing
for the elusive largemouth bass, I come
to several conclusions. Some of these
are substantiated by authoritive fact
and some are just my theories based on
my failures and successes. Possibly the
most important one element that keeps
reoccurring is the presence of weather
fronts when I’ve had an exceptionally
good day or a very poor day.
A very respected and good friend
once shared with me his theory on “THE
BEST TIMES TO FISH”. He had researched
this thoroughly I’m sure, because that’s
the kind of guy he is. According to John:
the best times to go fishing are: before a
rain, after a rain, and during the rain. He
didn’t necessarily indicate that this was
coupled to success; Just the best time to
go fishing.
As I look through fishing pictures and
look at my tournament trophies, I reflect
on what the weather was on the days that
I’ve had the best results. There is no doubt
that I’ve had increased success when a
storm was approaching and possibly even
during the storm. I even won a National
Match Fishing event in Texas during a
snow storm. The down side of this is that
the period after the passing of the storm is
usually a bummer.
What is happening with the upcoming
arrival of a weather front is a change in
barometric pressures. These pressure
changes affect most all animal life. Not
just fish. As a weather front approaches
and the low and higher pressures collide,
the barometric pressures start to drop
creating an increased activity level in the
fish. Many times the pressures continue to
drop right on thru the passing of the front.
These are the best times to fish in my
opinion providing that its just a passing

front and not an electrical storm. Standing
in a bass boat holding a graphite rod in the
air is a prescription for disaster.
I don’t think the actual barometric
pressure readings are necessarily that
important: It’s the rise or fall that controls
activity levels. When the pressures
are falling the activities increase and
when the pressures are rising the levels
decrease. I’ve definitely caught more
and better fish with good cloud cover
and dropping pressures. The presence
of rain on the water surface has mixed
consequences, sometimes. A light shower
disturbs the surface of the water and
may cause the fish to feed shallower that
normal. A severe amount of rainfall and
lightning may cause the fish to go deeper.
And severe lighting will cause me to go to
the local coffee shop!
After the front has passed the
barometric pressures normally rise
dramatically, the cloud cover diminishes,
the skies get high and blue and the fishing
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suffers accordingly. This doesn’t mean it’s
time to quit fishing. It’s just time to change
tactics and expect slower activities. The
fish have slowed down and that’s when
we must slow down also. Better lure
presentations, lighter lines, and more
realistic lures work better after the front
and with the rising pressures.

Remember it’s: Before a rain, after a
rain, and during the rain. That’s the best
time to fish even if the fish aren’t biting
great! Fishing is great, catching is better!
Enjoy the activity and the experiences
coupled with this great sport. Take
someone fishing!
It’s Faith, Family, and Fishing

NEW PRICE!

NEW PRICE!

34998 Route 9, Mackinaw
$599,000
MLS #: 1191958

303 S. East, Danvers
$220,000
MLS #: 1192288

201 Wildwood, Groveland
$150,000
MLS #: 1190980

201 Ripper St., Pekin, IL
61554- $99,900
MLS# 1194097

2023 Windsor Lake Road,
Victoria, IL 61485 - $90,000
MLS#1196064

111 S. Morgan,
Mason City, IL 62264 - $89,900
MLS# 1195800

100 Madison,
Mackinaw, IL 61755 - $65,000
MLS# 7033203

Gaye Lynn Green

MANAGING BROKER/REALTOR®
(309) 657-1774
gayelynngreen@hotmail.com

309-444-9700

1293 Peoria Street
Washington, IL 61574
Website: agents.allstate.com/jami-renfrow-washington-il
Call me for the protection you need and the service you want.

YOUR HOMETOWN ALLSTATE TEAM
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RAZZOR RANCH, WHERE
MONSTERS DO EXIST
By Jason Houser
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hog raced away, we knew it was going to
be a short recovery.
Unfortunately, as most hogs do in
south Florida when shot, this hog ran
straight into the thickest palmetto grove
he could find. On the blood trail, Bill
was on his hands and knees following
along. Within seconds the silence was

broken again when Bill found the massive
creature. We knew she had shot a big
hog but what we found surpassed any
expectations that we had.
There was no way that the 3 of us was
going to be able to move that hog to open
ground so we returned to the lodge for
some cool air and waited for our buddies

WATERFOWL PROPERTIES FOR SALE!

The author’s wife Lotte, and guide Bill Wilson pose with Lotte’s monster.
When you get invited to head to south
Florida and hunt wild hogs and axis deer
you had better not pass it up. Especially
when the opportunity to hunt is at the
Razzor Ranch near Arcadia, FL about an
hour north of Ft. Myers.
Arriving at the lodge we got our
gear stowed away in the newly remolded
cabins and had a quick safety meeting
with our guide, Bill. Feeling excited to get
our hunt started, we quickly got our bows
sighted in and made it to our stands.
The mosquitos could have carried a
grown man away, but luckily, we had our
Thermacell and the mosquitos were not an
issue. Our elevated blinds were spacious
enough that it fit three of us comfortably
as we waited for a shooter hog. Over the
course of the next couple hours several
hogs made their way in but we decided to
hold off on one of the monsters that was
roaming around.
The hunt ended without any hogs
hitting the ground, but it was a success
in its own way. We were able to enjoy
nature, see wildlife and enjoy time with
family and friends. The only reason we
didn’t kill a hog is because we chose not
to pull the trigger.
The next morning my wife and I went
our separate directions, and my good
friends John Braasch and Justin Howard
went their own way. Headed to our stand,
Bill stopped us short and made a comment

that there was a giant hog in the field and
if we were able to get close enough for
my wife to get a shot that we had better
take it. It was one of those monster hogs
that exist on the ranch.
Closing the gap to about 200-yards,
my wife Lotte shouldered her .308 and
waited for the boar to give her a broadside
shot. Seconds passed and the hog finally
turned broadside and a shot broke the
silence. Dried mud shook loose from the
hog as the bullet made contact. As the

SCHUYLER COUNTY, IL
460 Acres | $1,500,000

CASS COUNTY, IL
358.71 Acres | $630,400

• Turn-key waterfowl property
• Endless miles of levee and

• Waterfowl and big deer

drainage ditches in place

• 4 bed, 1 bath cabin
• Morton building with
heated floors

• $318, 696 income over

along the Illinois River

• 1 bed, 1 bath cabin
• Levees and water control
structures are already
in place

• Borders Sanganois State
Fish and Wildlife Area

the next 14 years

• Over $500,000 in levee

improvements are done

PUTNAM COUNTY, IL

262 Acres | $890,000
• Ducks Unlimited had a large

influence and helped design
this acreage making it an
outstanding waterfowl property

• 5 water management cells

where water can be controlled
through culverts/riser systems

• 150 acres can be dried out

for annual crops of millet,
buckwheat and corn (dry year)
and rewatered/flooded

MATT COX
309.221.1764
matt@landguys.net
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Realtor®
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE AUCTION
“Online bidding only”

18838 IL- 4, Carlinville, IL 62626
STARTS: Monday, July 16 • ENDS: Tuesday, Aug. 21 @ 6 P.M.
Open House: Sunday, Aug. 5, 1:00-3:00 P.M. & Monday, Aug. 13, 5:00-7:00 P.M.
Commercial building (Formerly Crabby’s supper club and the Glades) right next to the Carlinville Country
Club. This property has been utilized as a restaurant and bar since the 1960’s. This building sits on
1.96 acres and it is right off of Historic Route 66. This historic fine dining with a casual atmosphere
restaurant has amazing views overlooking the 9th hole of Carlinville Country Club. This restaurant is full
of rich history and has been operating since the late 1960‘s. Multiple purchase and or lease options
available. This establishment is being sold as a turnkey family owned business with a 2016 projected
gross income of near $500,000. You would be buying the property and everything inside the
establishment, but not the decor. The current owner is keeping the decor. The restaurant and bar sits
on 1.96 acres which gives the new owner plenty of room for expansion. The restaurant is in Carlinville
city limits with city water and sewer. 10% down at close of auction. Balance due and possession at
closing on or before Friday, September 21, 2018. Buyer will be required to enter into a written contract
at the close of the auction. Lange Title Records Co Inc 130 East 1st South Street # 1 Carlinville, IL 62626
will handle all title work and closing. Real Estate sold “AS IS”, no warranties either expressed or implied.
Real Estate taxes will be pro-rated up to time of closing. Have all financial arrangements and
inspections made prior to bidding.

Very Successful Restaurant in Carlinville, IL

For more info go to www.corycraig.com
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to show up to help with the dragging.
Taking turns pulling the beast, we
finally had him out in the open where we
could appreciate his true size. The hog
weighed in at just over 300-pounds and
had tusks measuring 5-inches in length.
Monsters do indeed exist at the Razzor
Ranch but there is one less thanks to my
wife. Over the course of the next two days
we managed to kill 3 more hogs including
my daughters first kill ever, a couple cull
axis deer that provides some of the best
tasting venison you have ever had and
Justin managed to arrow an awesome
Barbados ram.
I hear hunters say all the time that
they would not eat a big, old wild boar.
Let me tell you a little secret. I debone
the meat from the big hogs using my Case
fillet knife and take it to my local meat
processor. Out of this one giant hog my
wife killed we are getting 25 pounds of
pork burgers, 25 pounds of beer brats and
25 pounds of nacho supreme brats. When
you sink your teeth into one of these tasty
sandwiches you wouldn’t know it came
from a giant hog that everybody says
tastes awful. So, go ahead and shoot one
of these monsters and do what I do if you
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are skeptical about eating it.
Speaking of eating, you will eat at
the Razzor Ranch. When you wake up in
the morning for your hunt, donuts will be
waiting for you at the main lodge.   After
a morning of hunting a full breakfast will
be ready about 10 o’clock. This usually
consisted of eggs, sausage, pancakes,
bacon, biscuits and gravy and so on. At
about 2 o’clock a light lunch will be ready
to get you through the evening hunt until
you get in for dinner. After arriving back at
the lodge, you can expect to eat like kings
as they do not hold back on the food. Oh,
don’t forget the desserts. You never had
a meal without a fresh pie, cookies and
other delightful treats being pulled from
the oven.
To experience a thrilling hunt just like
my wife did, contact Larry at the Razzor
Ranch. He can be reached at 239-8503063, and more information can be found
on his web page, www.razzorranch.com
Top: The spacious cabins were
perfect after a long day of hunting.
Bottom: The main lodge is full of
trophies to get your heart racing.

Gorgeous 1-owner
lakefront log home located
in the gated community of
Lake Summerset in northern
IL. Weekend get away or
live here full time. Fishing,
boating,swimming,camping.
$339,000
120 acres generating a nice,
diversified income. Cash rent
from the 100 MOL tillable acres,
the farm home rent
and the cell tower.
$830,000
Custom built 5000 sqr ft luxury
property complete with
game/safari room (all mounts
can be purchased) -perfect
for a cooperate retreat
or full time residence.
$1,800,000

TRICIA ANGELL,

The LIFESTYLE Realtor
Haylo Properties/Keller Williams Realty
815-440-1739
tricia.angell@kw.com

www.hayloproperties.com
Licensed in IL & WI
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BB BERETTA

Replica air guns are becoming very
popular, and rightfully so. They are not
only very much like the real “powder
burners”, but a lot of fun to shoot. One
such gun is the Umarex Beretta APX.
After shooting the Beretta APX
it quickly became one of my favorite
BB pistols. This is not because of the
realistic looks and action, but for its
accuracy. The white dot combat sights
are right on the mark. Shooting from 7
to 10 yards, with all shots landing within
a 3-inch area, proved its accuracy.
The Beretta has a light blow back

spring, which is part of the realism,
but with the lighter spring reduces the
use of C02. In fact, I was able to fire
between 120 and 140 rounds on a single
Umarex C02 cartridge. Remember to put
a drop of RWS pellet oil on the top of
the cartridge to make for a better seal,
as well as oiling the interior when fired.
BBs are another part of an air gun’s
performance, which is especially true
with the lower velocity pistols, most of
which fire in the 300 to 400 fps range.
I’ve found the Umarex Steel and Hornady
Black Diamond BBs to perform the best

kiesewetter online auctions
Bidding Ends August 1st at 5:00pm
Coca Cola Collectibles
Bidding Ends August 2nd at 5:00pm
Coin Auction
Bidding Ends August 3rd at 5:00pm
Model Car/Truck Auction
Bidding Ends August 4th at 5:00pm
Real Estate- 5.5 Acres East Peoria, IL
Real Estate- 15.6 Acres &
25,000 SQ Ft. Fabrication Shop
Bidding Ends August 5th at 5:00pm
1982 Corvette
Bidding Ends August 6th at 5:00pm
Real Estate- Peoria Office Building
Bidding Ends August 18th at 5:00pm
Real Estate Auctions
Bidding Ends August 31st at 5:00pm
Real Estate- 585 Roosevelt, Creve Coeur, IL
Real Estate 3.82 +- Acres.
Timbered Illinois River View
Real Estate- House at 332 Carola, Creve Coeur, IL
Real Estate- House at 136 Apple, Creve Coeur, IL

Kiesewetter Auction Services • 309-699-3800
for more detailed information see
www.kiesewetterauction.com
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in all air guns, but especially
the pistols.
A feature that I like is
the stick style magazine,
which holds 19 rounds. I
prefer stick magazines on
an air gun primarily because
they are easier to load,
and don’t include the C02
cartridge loading area, such
as the extremely realistic
Umarex S&W M&P40. The
stick magazines are very
easy to load with the locking
follower, and are cheaper to
obtain so that more can be
loaded in advance.
The C02 cartridge fits
inside the grip along with
the magazine, and has a
built in tightening device.
This is much better than
having one that requires
another tool to be carried,
which can be lost.
This is a regular pistol target with a black, 2-inch
A final shot slide “lock
bullseye, in which most of the 19 rounds of
back” is a very nice feature,
Umarex Steel BBs landed in the
just like the real thing when bullseye area, with the remainder falling within a
the final round is fired. The
3” circle while shooting at 10 yards.
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The Beretta APX has a 19 round stick magazine, which is easy to load,
as well as being affordable enough to purchase a few extras.

slide can also be manually locked back,
again, just like with the real one.
One feature that isn’t included is the
tear down lever. It is stamped into the
side of the pistol, but is not a working part.
The double-action, semi-automatic
APX is 7.48 inches overall in length,
with a smooth 4.17-inch barrel. It also
has a manual safety on the right side of
the gun.
As said before, Umarex has several
replicas, and looking at the three that I
have, they do an excellent job. These
are definitely not in the days of the
Daisy Red Rider, which by the way is
still going strong.
Looking around the Internet at
prices on the Beretta APX they have

been found in a range of $50 to $70. The
ratings given by owners on these same
websites have averaged high in the 4 ½
to 5 stars, and most all remarking on the
sights and accuracy.
My own rating would have to be
5 stars. I have not found anything bad
about the gun, other than the rear grip
opening for the C02 cartridge being a
little difficult to open. However, that isn’t
all that bad in that it has a good tight,
solid click when closing, which is a plus
in not wanting a loose grip at any point.
This is definitely a very good gun for
teaching people to shoot. True, it will
not have the same recoil as its powder
cousins, but it still gives the feel, and
allows people to learn a sight pattern.

Call for all your
Auction Needs
Specializing in Estate,
Antique &
Sportsman Auctions
17055 E. 1825th St.
Bushnell, IL 61422
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A grip, with a built in tightening device, houses a single C02 cartridge,
from which the author has shot 120 to 140 rounds.

It is important to remember, this is an
air gun that to a certain point looks
and acts real, and not a real “powder
burner.” Don’t be waving it around in
public. Use it for what it is meant to
be – an excellent, very accurate, target
shooter and plinker.
If you have questions, or want to

see a video about this gun go to the
Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® website at www.
dansfishntales.com, which has a Shoot
‘N’ Plink™ page, and link to the Dan’s
Fish ‘N’ Tales® You Tube channel, which
has a video review on the Beretta.
Until next time, shoot safe, and
have a great day of plinking.
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pattern producers.
Here is how I will approach
a few of the more popular types
of structure until a pattern is
found.

I’M NOT SURE FISHING DAY

Anglers normally have a favorite lure,
and an idea of what they are going to
use. There are also those days when it is
a new body of water, drastically changed
conditions, and so on when it turns it to an
“I’m not sure what to use fishing day”.
With this sort of day be ready to fish
fast at first and make frequent changes.
To help with the changes use more than
one rod, or a “quick change” snap for
crankbait type lures.
My normal arrangement is 8 rod/reel
combos. I have had as many as 12 on the
deck while doing a television show when we
were short on time, and had not pre-fished

an area to see “what was hitting on what.”
The first lures I like to have rigged
for bass are a Rat-L-Trap, which is a fast
moving, rattling lipless crankbait that can
cover a lot of water at different depths;
two Stanley Vibra/Wedge spinnerbaits –
1/8 and 3/8 ounce; three plastic worms
– Natural Forage Baits 7” Ribbon Tail and
4” Finesse, and B-Fish-N 4” Ringworm;
a 1/4-ounce Casey’s Runner Head with
a Ribb Finn body; and a Blitz 3/8-ounce
Spyder jig with a Natural Forage Baits
Mad Craw for a trailer. In most cases
these may be all I need all day, and one or
two will start being the main fish catching

RIP-RAP
Four or five casts with the
Rat-L-Trap at different speeds,
and in a parallel and angle
pattern, to each section of the
shore. Follow with the larger
spinnerbait, and then the smaller
in the same way as the Rat-LTrap, then crawling the worms,
hopping the jig, and swimming
the Road Runner. Each would
be about 4 to 6 casts to each
section of the shore.
In some cases I will switch
to a diving crankbait if there is
an indication that fish are hitting
on a faster moving lure that is
bumping the bottom, or a Natural
Forage Baits Swim Bait in a dropand-lift retrieve where it will hit
the bottom before lifting.

A good plastic worm rig to use along weed
edges is a B-Fish-N 4-inch Ringworm rigged
on a H20 Precision jig head.

TIMBERED SHORE
The Rat-L-Trap will be used first in

13th Annual Original

a paralleling of the shore, and close to
the timber, as to not get hung up. This
is followed by spinnerbaits at variable

AUG. 2-3-4, 2018

218 West 1st St. • Bath IL
For Info Contact:
Betty Deford • 309-546-2957

OriginalRedneckFishin.com

COLCHESTER TOWNSHIP,
MCDONOUGH COUNTY, IL

Lots of Kids’ Events!

Costume Judging just prior to each Heat at registration tent.
Admission: $3 per day or $5 for both days (Kids 0-15 FREE!)
All net proceeds will be donated to Illinois Homeless Veterans.

12407 SR 78,
MATANZA BEACH

A great spot at Matanza Beach!
Be in for the Summer season!

Wildlife not from
this property.

Wildlife not from
this property.

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff
217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

ALL ACTIVITIES ON RIVERFRONT
Thursday, August 2nd
Saturday, August 4th
3-5pm: Kids Free Fishing Tournament
6-10pm: Karaoke/DJ

6:30am: Breakfast at the Bath Fire Dept. (menu T.B.A)
10am-noon: Sign in for 3rd Heat
11am: Honor Guard Ceremony
12:30 pm: Little Miss & Master Carp ages 2-7
Friday, August 3rd
3rd Heat: Noon-2pm
10am-Noon: Sign in for 1st Heat
2pm-4p: Sign in for 4th Heat
1st Heat: Noon-2pm
2pm-6pm: Sequoia Drive
2pm-4pm: Sign in for 2nd Heat
4th Heat: 4-6pm
2pm-6pm: Redneck Singing Competition provided 6pm: Redneck King & Queen Carp Contest
by Whiskey Driven Live Entertainment 7pm: Raffle winners & Awards for the day announced
Open to all ages, Prizes!!
8pm-Midnight: Forced Country
2nd Heat: 4-6pm
* Carp tasting on Saturday Afternoon
7pm: Awards for the day announced
Redneck Fishing Tournament brought to you by:
Betty Deford:
8pm-Midnight: Backstabbin Betty
309-546-2957
bettydeford00@gmail.com
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speeds, and bumping the timber. After
that it is time to go close with the slow
moving worms and jigs crawled over,
along and through the timber.
POINTS
Points will be worked from shallow to
deep, and over the top from side to side.
The crankbait goes first, as with the other
structures, followed by a swimming of the
spinnerbait, Road Runner and jig. Then
the worms and jigs are worked along the
bottom from shallow to deep, and if there
is a deeper side, especially near a creek
bed, then they are paralleled the length of
the deep water, and over the edge.
WEEDLINES
Everything is used from fast to slow, and
paralleled first. The inner area of the weeds
is finally fished with the worms and jigs.
STUMP FIELD
With a stump field I would prefer using
the Rat-L-Trap along the outer edge first,
and then work all areas with spinnerbaits.
The spinnerbaits would have several casts
so that the first few would not bump any
of the stumps. Then they would be slow
rolled so that they would bump roots,
sides and tops of the deeper stumps.
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As with all the others
worms and jigs would be fished
next. They would be worked
around, over and through
each stump, being sure to fish
the root system that extends
outward from each stump,
which many anglers forget.
LOG JAMS AND HEAVY
WOOD COVER
A few casts are made
around the outside edges with
spinnerbaits to pick up any
active fish. Worms and jigs
are then worked slowly from
the outside to the middle with
flipping/pitching techniques.
If in the current any break
areas are given extra attention
The Blitz Spyder Jig with Natural Forage
with the slow moving lures, When fishing the Ringworm with a flipping/
pitching
technique
in
heavy
brush,
the
Baits Mad Craw, in black/blue, is the
allowing them to flow around
author
rigs
it
Texas
style
with
a
2/0
Xpoint
author’s
number one jig combo for fishing
naturally to where the fish
worm hook, and normally uses a black or
all sorts of cover, but especially rip rap,
would be feeding.
electric
blue
worm
with
a
white
tail.
heavy brush/log jams, and stumps.
Anytime you are faced
with one of those “not sure
If there are any questions on this or
Outdoors Magazine site, as well as the
what to use” days, then be sure to use
another fishing subject drop me a line
Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® You Tube channel
several basic types of lures, and alternate
through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® website
and Facebook page.
often within the same area until a fish
at www.dansfishntales.com. This site
Until next time, get out on the water,
producing pattern is found.
also provides a link to the Adventure
and enjoy a great day of fishing.

AUGUST 4TH
NO AUCTION
AUGUST 11TH AT 9:30AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUE AND TOOLS AUCTION
HELD AT THE AUCTION BARN
AUGUST 18TH AT 9:30AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUE AND TOOLS AUCTION
HELD AT THE AUCTION BARN
AUGUST 27TH AT 9:30AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUE AND TOOLS AUCTION
HELD AT THE AUCTION BARN
See our website
for all the details
to all of our
upcoming auctions
www.schmidgallauctions.com

FRESEION!
S
ADMI

STARTS AT 5PM ON

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 11TH!

October 12, 13 & 14, 2018

Friday, October 12th

Saturday, Ocrober 13th

Sunday, Ocrober 14th
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WHITETAIL DEER BODY
LANGUAGE

By Amy Hatfield

publication of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE OFFERS
Department. Since then, the agency has
READERS A QUICK GUIDE TO WHITETAIL
provided many of those online.
DEER
BODY
LANGUAGE
WITH
These articles are essentially student
ILLUSTRATIONS AND DESCRIPTIONS
OF THE MOST COMMON PHYSICAL
handbooks for outdoorsmen, hunters and
woodsmen. The articles range from a piece
SIGNALS.
on albinos to a quiz on wildlife skulls.
Many state wildlife agencies offer
“I have tried to tailor my writing for
excellent information on hunting, wildlife
the fifth- to seventh-grade level, yet still
biology and conservation. Problem is, it’s
often difficult to find. Google doesn’t make it
attract the more adult reader,” said Ilo
Hiller, retired associate editor of TPWD
easy for government agencies who invest in
education, but not as difficult as finding web
magazine and author of four wildlife
books published by Texas A&M University
strategy like SEO and keyword research.
That’s not the case for much of the
Press. “If the mail received during the past
Texas Parks & Wildlife content that keeps
ten years gives a reliable estimate, the
“Young Naturalist” may have managed to
popping up in wildlife-related Google
attract as many adults as children.”
searches this writer often initiates on
It’s true. It’s perfect for hunters who
my way to writing a story. Recently, I
are just as interested in hunt strategy
found a series of posts from the “Young
as they are in wildlife biology and
Naturalist.” Over the span of decades,
woodsmanship.
more than 100 “Young Naturalist”
Here’s an excerpt from the “Young
articles were originally published in Texas
O-Bryan_July 18_ASO.qxp_Layout 1 6/12/18 12:35 PM Page 1
Naturalist” on whitetail body language.
Parks
& Wildlife magazine, the monthly
Property Available

Mike O’Bryan
(309) 635-8901

Commercial
(309) 687-5069
commercialpeoria.com
3622 N. Knoxville
Peoria, IL 61603

New! 1745 IL Rte 180, Williamsfield, IL.
Unique 3BR/2.5BA steel building home on
amazing 40 acres with outbuildings.
40 Acre Recreational Property
2,590 sq. ft. metal building with living area.
Ideal for deer and turkey hunting.
Knox Road 1400E, Maquon, IL
235 acre farm with 160 acres tillable
and 2 miles of Spoon River frontage.
Excellent deer & turkey hunting
11344 N. First Street, Chillicothe, IL
Nearly 6 acres waterfront property
just off the Illinois River.
South of Trivoli (Peoria County), IL
Hard to find 19 acres near Trivoli.
Ideal remote home site or affordable
tract of hunting ground.

The Most Marketing for Your Property!

Specializing in Rural Properties
with over 40 years of experience!

Featured photo: John Hafner

more aggressive toward the adversary.
The mildest display is called the ear
drop. When the dominant buck drops its
ears along its neck, the message may
be sufficient to send the other deer on
its way. If not, the dominant buck then

Whitetail Sidle
Biologists studying the aggressive
behavior of deer have found that males
display five intimidation postures—each
Hard Look

MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
Guides & Outfitters

618/728-4328

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT,
CHUKAR, DOVE & TURKEY!
Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71
Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign,
turn south, follow signs

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com

HUNTING & FISHING CABINS

www.kinkaidlakecabins.com

Call Me for All of Your Real Estate Needs

JOHN GINDER

3622 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61603

Cell 309-696-7270
Office 309-687-4802

100 ft from Shawnee National Forest and
1 Mile from Kinkaid Lake!

$100 per night with a two night minimum • Advance Reservation Required

PAUL ICE SERVICES • 618.687.4621

Each office independently owned and operated

77 Cook Drive • Murphysboro, IL 62966
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displays a hard look. The head and neck
are extended and the ears are flattened
along the neck as the buck glares at his
adversary.
If the adversary responds with a
hard look of his own, the dominant buck
progresses to the sidle. With his head and
body turned about thirty degrees from the
adversary, the buck advances with several
sidling steps. His head is held erect, his
chin is tucked in, and the hair along his
neck and hips is raised to show anger.

Whitetail Antler Threat

Failure to yield to this display brings
on the antler threat. The dominant buck
drops his head and presents his spiky,
polished antler points. If the adversary
stands his ground and responds with his
own antler threat, the rush follows.
Both bucks rush together, making
violent contact with their antlers, shoving,
twisting, and testing each other’s strength.
The battle may end after a single rush or
continue for fifteen or twenty minutes.
Few things will distract the battling bucks
once they are engaged in combat. The
battle ends when one or the other has had
enough and gives way to the victor.

Whitetail Bucks Rush

Occasionally the antlers of battling
bucks become wedged together during
combat. When this happens, both become
losers since they cannot survive in this
condition. Now and then a hunter will
discover their carcasses, with
antlers still tightly wedged
together.
Female deer also establish
a peck order and display
aggressive behavior. Does, like
bucks, use the ear drop, hard
look and sidle body language.
However, since they don’t have
antlers, they use their front feet
to determine their dominance.

ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman”

If the preliminary body-language threats
are not effective, the dominant doe lunges
at her adversary and then strikes out with
one or both front fee.
As a last resort, the fighting does
stand up on their hind legs and slash out
at each other with both front feet. Their
sharp hooves are wicked weapons, and
the does do not bluff or fight mock battles.
Injuries do occur. When one or the other
has had enough and is willing to give
ground to the victor, the fight ends. Fawns
duplicate the aggressive behavior of does,
and bucks that have shed their antlers
have been observed fighting with their
forefeet.
 	 A combination of body language
and sound comes into play
when danger threatens. If
a deer is mildly disturbed
and the danger has not
been identified, the animal
stamps its front feet. It may
use only one forefoot or may
alternate between the two.
As suspicion increases, the
deer may snort along with
the stamping action.
Further threat may
cause the snorting to
become an explosive whistle
just before the animal turns
to flee. The ultimate warning
is the uplifted tail as the deer
bounds to safety. When the
tail is raised, its highly visible
white underside is exposed.
A startled deer may skip
any or all of the preliminary
signals, but it almost always
displays the flaglike tail as it
runs away.
www.grandviewoutdoors.
com

Danger Signals

Whitetail Doe’s
Fighting Stance
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Sean and Lucas with Mr. Fish in
the middle. Thanks to Pat Sullivan
from Kelleher’s Irish Pub for
sending us this great photo.
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PinkOutdoors.com

COLORADO
TAG
by Keli Van Cleave

Want to hunt
elk every year
in
Colorado
without having

to draw a tag?
Residents and Non-residents can
buy Elk Licenses Over-the-Counter (OTC)
in numerous game management units
(GMU’s) in Colorado. This fabulous state
has two over the counter (OTC) archery
hunts, an Either-Sex and an Antlerless hunt
(same dates) and three OTC rifle seasons;
2nd Rifle Season, 3rd Rifle Season and a
Plains Rifle Season in eastern Colorado.
2018 Colorado Hunting License Fees
A Non-resident elk tag includes
a fishing license and the cost for Nonresidents in 2018 is $661 for Bull Elk
(Antlered) or Either Sex Elk tags and $496
for cow/calf (Antlerless). The cost for
Non-resident Youth tag is $100.75. Plus
everyone 18 – 64 are required to buy a $10
habitat stamp.

For Colorado residents, elk tags do
NOT include a fishing license and the cost
is $46 for Bull Elk (Antlered) or Either Sex
Elk tags and $46 for cow/calf (Antlerless).
The cost for Non-resident Youth tag is
$10.75. Residents aged 18 – 64 also need a
$10 habitat stamp.
These over the counter tags generally
go on sale
every
year
in July. The
antlerless and
either sex tags
are limited for
both, resident
and
nonresidents, and
are on a first
come basis.
The Antlered
Elk over the
counter tags
are unlimited

Michaeline Harrison
Broker
Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502
michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520
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for both resident and non-residents.
It’s been reported that more elk are
harvested every year in Colorado than any
other state, but Colorado also has the most
elk hunters.
Lots of non-resident hunters choose to
hunt Colorado because it has the most elk,
but also because your tags can be bought
the day you arrive for your hunt.
This year, don’t forget to bring your
Rage Broadheads. They provide huge entry
holes, gaping wound channels, exceptional
penetration and better blood trails. All
of which you will need to archery hunt in
beautiful Colorado.

Mike O’Bryan with a
nice bass caught in
Peoria County. Thanks to
Mike O’Bryan with
REMAX Traders Unlimited
for the great photo. Call
Mike at 309-687-5069 for all
of your commercial needs.

Michaeline Harrison
Broker
Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502
michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

14911 E PAPAGO COURT, CANTON, IL 61520- $309,000

32059 N. ILLINOIS 97 HWY, FAIRVIEW, IL 61432- $425,000

LOCATION AND MORE ON LAKE WEE-MA-TUK . RANCH HOME WITH WALK-OUT FULL
FINISHED BASEMENT.SEA WALL AROUND PROPERTY ON LAKE, AND DOCK. 4 BEDROOM,
2 BATH HOME AND 2 FIREPLACES. KITCHEN HAS LARGE PANTRY. LIVING ROOM &
KITCHEN & DINING ROOM OVER LOOK THE LAKE WITH PELLA PATIO DOORS TO DECK
THAT COVERS THE WHOLE BACK SIDE. DOWNSTAIRS IS SMALL KITCHENETTE AND
FAMILY ROOM AND LOTS OF WINDOWS TO PATIO OVER LOOKING LAKE WEE-MA-TUK.
30X50 HEATED POLE BARN. ATTACHED GARAGE IS 26X26. SEPARATE SHED.
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS. THIS PROPERTY IS 2.53 ACRES.

8.968 ACRES ALONG WITH ACCESS TO LARGE LAKE. FISH HOUSE AND BARN WITH A 3
BEDROOM UPDATED HOME. KITCHEN WITH LOTS OF CABINETS & BUTLER’S PANTRY.
WASHER & DRYER & 1/2 BATH. ALL APPLIANCES STAY. WOOD FLOORS IN FORMAL
DINING/DEN AND LIVING ROOM WITH FIREPLACE AND BUILT-IN BAR, WALK INTO A 4SEASON SUN PORCH. OPEN STAIRCASE TO MASTER SUITE AND WALK-IN CLOSET & FULL
BATH. CAT-WALK TO FAMILY ROOM WITH FULL COVERED DECK THAT OVERLOOKS LAKE
AND PROPERTY. SMALL KITCHENETTE, & FIREPLACE. BEDROOM & FULL BATH. THIS AREA
ALSO HAS A SAUNA. 5 CAR GARAGE & EXERCISE ROOM. STAIRCASE TO FAMILY ROOM.
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WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .
Do you own timber around
creeks and/or rivers?
If you do, then you most likely
have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:

• Buyers of standing
timber & cut logs.
• Specializing in walnut
& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.
SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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Manufacturers of Quality
Hardwood Products
• Kiln Dried Lumber
• Flooring
• Trim
• Mulch
•D
 istributors of
Appalachian Doors &
Old World Stair Systems
• T rim Standard &
Custom Made
• Stair Systems & Parts

Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw
Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail
• Hardwood Floors
• Custom Jams Built to
Your Specs
• Kiln Dried or Green
Lumber

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT
26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
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THE BOAT TO OWN

Wide, deep, tough and fast!

STORM CAT 230
TM

The new Storm Cat is the big water boat everyone is talking about. The deep v pad hull runs smooth and fast, the spacious 23’
long by 102” beam and deep 28” sides, allow you to ﬁsh bigger, rougher water from this wide and stable platform.
The .150 gauge aluminum construction means the Storm Cat can take the pounding of
waves and heavy barge traﬃc.

www.excel-marine.com/stormcat | 801-352-8011

Suzuki's powerful, quiet and fuel eﬃcient 4-strokes
give boaters the performance and reliability they
demand.

www.suzukimarine.com

Available with a full height top and side/back enclosure.

