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REPOWER
FINANCE

Attractive low rates 
on all new 

Suzuki outboards 
(OAC).

3.
Instant Savings
of up to $800

on select models.  
See your dealer  

for details.

2.
Six Years  

of Protection   
at no extra charge 

on all new outboards 
25 to 350 HP.

1.

These are limited time offers. See your participating Suzuki Marine dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com.

For a limited time, get Suzuki Extended Protection, Instant Savings and attractive 
financing on select Suzuki outboards from 25 to 350 horspower. See your  

participapting Suzuki Marine dealer for details or visit www.suzukimarine.com.
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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

The Phowler Boat Company
1701 Main Avenue, Clinton, Iowa 52732 | 563-242-8969

PREMIER BUILDERS OF PORTABLE BUILDINGS

618-927-0533 • sheds@kkportablebuildings.com
www.kkportablebuildings.com

1-800-786-7111

OFFICE & DISPLAY LOT OPEN AT:
310 N. MAIN ST., BENTON, IL 62812

FINANCING AVAILABLE • RENT-TO-OWN

Call for Super Low Prices on 
Quality Built Cabins, Sheds & Garages!

NEW LOCATIONS: 519 S. Washington St.
DuQuoin, IL

101 W. Commerial St.,
Carterville, IL

14x24 Utility Cabin

16x32 Barn Cabin

14x28 Utility Garage

12x16 Quaker Cabin

16x28 Barn Garage

14x28 Lodge Cabin
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To learn more and see just why we’re the #1 boat in catfishing visit our website www.seaarkboats.com

We’re #1 for a reason...

BIGGER, STRONGER, BETTER
NEW MILITARY STYLE LOCKING BARS

WWW.LIBERTYSAFE.COM

4"  HIGH
AND UP TO
½" THICK!

12 MONTHS
INTEREST FREE!
0% DOWN • OAC • APPLY ONLINE!
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PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

With Stereo,
fits 2 people.

Great for 
losing weight . . . 

melts the 
pounds right off!

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

Check out our
IN GROUND,

DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com
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any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 
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Andy Bugos
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES 

201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
Harry & Cathy Canterbury
Harry’s Cell:  (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell:  (309) 370-6922

ASOMagazine.com
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Missy Walker

Production Manager 
missywalker1974@gmail.com
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15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S

 Canterbury Tales 

Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

continued on page 8

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Protect Your Home
Away From Home

Taking the comforts of home with
you on the road is great. Make sure
you’re covered for the unexpected,

before you leave the driveway.

3510 West Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria
309-682-2400

82 East Fort Street, Farmington
309-245-2800

www.dempsterinsurance.com

 The hunting season is just around the 
corner, I still get excited about getting ready 
even at the age of 65.  The main game the 
Canterbury’s perused were doves, ducks, 
geese, pheasants, rabbits and quail. Deer 
and Turkey came later so grandpa and 
dad never had the chance to hunt them. 
Duck hunting was king and it seemed they 
were always getting ready all year long. 
Painting wooden decoys, wooden boats and 

working on the little shack were regular jobs 
throughout the year. It took me a long time 
to figure out just what all the excitement 
was about. I remember carrying those heavy 
decoy bags through the woods and it was 
not fun at all. It took a while to get use to 
all this hard work for a 12-year-old kid. But 
after my first real hunt I finally figured out 
why they were so passionate. 
 Most of you duck hunters have no idea 
what it was like back in the 1960’s. The old 
saying, they blackened the skies was so 
true. I just wish all of you could have seen 
those days. They were everywhere and 
today it is only a small fraction 
of the way it was. When the 
big exodus started usually 
after Armistice Day and lasted 
till the end of the season or till 
we froze up you could almost 
always shoot a limit if you 
wanted to. I remember times 
where you actually got tired 
of shooting ducks believe it or 
not. The migration routes have 
changed, farming practices and 
forever changes on the river 
are just a few reasons.  Some 

fault can be blamed 
on our so-called 
stewards of conservation the 
State of Illinois. 
 Just in one example the old Duck 
Island refuge area near Havana which has 
been a shooting area for the state since 
about 1990 has totally destroyed a refuge 
that lasted over 120 years. At one time the 
oldest privately held refuge in the state is 
being shot as a walk-in hunting area. In 1977 
Frank Bellrose the most noted waterfowl 
biologist in the United States called Big Lake 
the best managed refuge in the country. In 

SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!
Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    

READ ASO ONLINE IN 
2 DIFFERENT FORMATS!

ASOMagazine.com & 
ASOMagazine.net

SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

ON THE COVER:
From Left to right. Al Schackow, 

Brandon Bach and Tim Conover with a 
successful day fishing at Sportsman’s 
Resort on  Reelfoot Lake in Tiptonville, 

Tennessee. To check rates for 
Sportman’s Resort please see them on 

the web at www.reelfootlake.com

Joe & Cheri Hillard at Eastport Marina

Friends Bryant and Janice Richie 
with Jack on the dockGibson Fly Bridge

Gibson



6 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” September 2018

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$189512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

WATCH ASO TV • Sat., September 29 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50

O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13

Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Cope Marine 
is the Midwest’s 

Boating 
Headquarters!

www.copemarine.com

Giant selection of new and 
preowned boats in stock…

Great Factory Rebates 
& Big Savings!
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TO ASO WRITERS
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Triton 17 TX
Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport



process, preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
Once doves are browned, add the garlic 
cloves to the pan and pop into the oven 
and roast for 30 minutes.

3.  Remove the doves and the garlic to cool. 
Seth the pan on the stove. Scrape down 
the pan to incorporate everything. Let this 
boil for a few minutes. Then turn off the 
heat. Pick off all the meat from the doves.

4.  Chop the meat and garlic roughly and 
add it to a food processor. Add the 
celery seed, rosemary and black pepper, 
as well as some of the liquid from the 
roasting pan and mix everything into a 
fairly smooth paste. Taste and add salt 
if you need to.

5.  Roll out the dough in a pasta make or 
with a rolling pin. Use something round 
to cut out circles for tortellini. Put a 
heaping teaspoon of filling in the center 
of the circle and fold into a half-moon 
shape and wet the edges with a little 
water to seal. This recipe makes about 
40 to 45 tortellini. Or twice that many 

Ingredients for the dough
10 ounces of all-purpose flour, about 2 cups
2 eggs
1 ounce of water

Ingredients for filling
6 doves
3 tablespoons butter
4 large garlic cloves
Pinch of celery seed
1 teaspoon minced fresh rosemary
Salt and pepper to taste
Ingredients for the sauce
5 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 tablespoon fresh rosemary
Grated pecorino or parmesan cheese for garnish

1.  To make the dough, make a well in the 
flour and drop the eggs and water in. 
Scramble the eggs in the center with a 
fork and then incorporate the flour until 
you get a shaggy mass. Knead this well 
for 5 to 8 minutes, then wrap the dough 
in plastic wrap and let rest for 1 hour

2.  To make filling, salt the doves well while 
you heat up the butter in an oven proof 
pan. Pat the birds dry and brown them 
well on all sides. When you start this 
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 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Grandma’s

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store

Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND
Gas Pumps Open 24/7!

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

  G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.
Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

M,T,W,F  9aM-6pM • SaT  9aM-2pM • CloSed TH & SUN • opeN aNyTiMe By appT.

Gloss oil finish, checkered walnut, engraved low-
profile steel receiver, mechanical tripper, Inflex recoil 

pad, Invector-DS Chokes, over under shotgun

Citori 725 Field

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger 
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile 

receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight, 
Invector-DS chokes.

Citori 725 Trap

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANY

309-925-4217

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 

FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

High post ventilated rib, ported barrel, grade III/IV 
walnut, adjustable comb, PachOctoberr recoil pad, 

silver nitride finish steel receiver

BT-99 Plus

Citori 725 SPTG
Ported Barrels, fiber optic bead, gloss oil finish, checkered 

walnut, engraved low profile steel receiver, mechanical trigger, 
Invector-DS Chokes

DOVE AND DUMPLINGS
8 cups chicken broth
5 stalks celery, copped 
2 tables spoons garlic, minced
2 small onions, chopped
1 cup mushrooms, sliced
25 doves cleaned
2 ½ cups all purpose flour
¾ cup water
Salt and pepper to taste
1.  Boil chicken broth with celery, onions, 

garlic, salt, pepper and mushrooms

2.  Add doves and simmer until tender, 25-
30 minutes

3.  Meanwhile, lightly flour a work surface. 
Mix flour with water to from a ball of dough

4.  Roll dough into a thin rectangle. Cut into 
strips. Pull each strip up from surface, 
stretching slightly to make even thinner.

5.  Drop strips into the boiling broth one at a 
time. Cook for 20 minutes

6.  Shred dove meat. When dumplings are 
cooked, add shredded dove meat to 
broth. Serves 8

tortellini if you make them small. Set 
each one on a baking sheet that you’ve 
dusted with flour or fine cornmeal.

6.  To finish, melt the butter in a wide pan 
and add the rosemary. Keep this over 
low heat while you boil some water. Boil 
the tortellini until they float, and then for 
1 minute more. Move the butter, toss to 
coat and put them on the plate. Grate 
some cheese over them and serve.
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926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest 
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL
(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com

Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

SEPTEMBER 23:
ATA REGISTERED TRAP SHOOT

OPEN 11AM - 4 PM THURSDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
MEMBERS ONLY OFF HOUR SHOOTING ALSO AVAILABLE.

1977 an aerial count on Big Lake was over 
200,000 mallards. The club was the first 
incorporated gun club in the state of Illinois 
started in 1865.  It was called the Duck Island 
Hunting and Fishing Club and belonged to 
a group of Peoria business men and some 
former Civil War veterans. 
 We hunted the other side of the Lake 
and with respect did not use outboard 
motors during the hunting season. Our boats 
were pushed with push poles so not to make 
any noise and scare the ducks. Then some 
stuffed shirt decided to make the oldest 
refuge in the state a walk-in shooting area. 
It was just one more nail in the coffin of a 
once fabulous resource that blackened the 
skies but no more. 
 To give you an idea of how many ducks 
were on the lake when you arrived at the 
club house and tried to talk to your buddy 
you had to raise your voice because the 
noise from the ducks and geese was so loud. 
They were nearly a mile away. To see tens of 

thousands, go out to feed in the fields in the 
morning and then watch them come back 
in the evening was a site that was breath 
taking.  Dad always said without a place for 
the ducks to rest your dead in the water and 
he was so right. The old sayings if it isn’t 
broke don’t fix it and anytime you mess with 
Mother Nature expect the worst.
 I still love to go with a few friends 
and sit in the blind and eat Alan Johnson’s 
breakfasts. Occasionally getting a shot and 
thinking how great it used to be. Everything 
changes and most times not for the best. 
The old memories are still mine and that is 
one thing they can’t take away. 
 I finally got something I have wanted 
my whole life a houseboat on the Illinois 
River. Living in Illinois 6 months out of the 
year it’s nice to have a hobby being retired. 
She’s a big one, a 44-foot Gibson with all the 
amenities you could ask for. Two bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, full kitchen and a fly bridge. She 
is powered by two 8.1 crusaders, that’s two 

496 CI gas drinking engines. Nearly 1000 HP 
the boat will plane and can hit 25 MPH. We 
won’t be entering any races but it’s nice to 
have the power if you need it. We have spent 
a few nights on the boat and it’s wonderful. 
 The Gibson’s at East Port Marina in East 
Peoria and can’t believe what they have there 
for boaters. With very affordable prices! Just 
a few of the things they offer are private 
showers, cable, Wi-Fi, electric, water, ice, 
storage, garbage pickup, great docks, private 
security and a dredged channel.  A beautiful 
pool and hot tub that we really enjoy. It is 
like going to a private resort in the Caribbean 
with everything you can imagine. There are a 
lot of other things such as the folks who go 
there. Boaters are all there for a good time 
and you won’t find any better folks gathered 
in one place.  They all assist when docking 
and watch your boat as if it was their own. 
We couldn’t be happier being at East Port 
Marina in the summer. I don’t’ know if you 
are interested in being a boater or you have 
a boat to put in but I highly recommend this 
facility for fun in the sun.
 Being a proud American Patriot I have 
always had a great respect for not only 
Military history, but the great inventions 

brought by war. There are all sorts of 
innovative military ware such as the 1911, 
45 auto carried in both wars. Everything 
from the gas mask to the Sherman Tank are 
all fascinating inventions. Not only on land 
but on the sea also such as submarines, 
torpedoes, battleships and so on. 
 But one watercraft that was said by 
Eisenhower to have won the war was the 
Higgins boat.  Dave Litwiller of Hopewell 
saved an old landing craft from the grave 
yard many years ago. He has it in a slip at 
East Port Marina and uses the old girl for his 
weekend play toy. He spent many an hour 
repairing the boat to its former self and now 
is running great. While we were there a few 
weeks ago he and his wife Linda took us out 
for a ride. It can hold 36 men for amphibious 
landing on beaches. Or can also haul small 
tanks, jeeps, artillery pieces and the like.  
 I love old things that are from a time 
when America was and will be great 
again.  Have a great September hunting and 
fishing… 
 Keep your powder dry and your worm 
wet.  Harry

Gibson Galley

Gibson Captain’s Chair

Dave Litwiller at the helm of 
Higgins Boat!

Higgins Boat Owed by Dave and 
Linda Litwiller of Hopedale with 
ASO Videographer Ken Hackney
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OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

The Hialeah Club
Goofy Ridge, IL

Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon

MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

 Well it won’t be long, and fall will be 
upon us. Of course, hunting season is by 
far my favorite but the month of August is 
always good to me and my family. The first 
week of August always marks out annual 
trip to Birchwood Wisconsin. We have been 
going up to the same place for 8 years now 
and just love the beauty this area provides. 
My family loves to crappie fish and this is 
a trip we look forward to every year. When 
we arrived in Wisconsin the weather was 
absolutely beautiful. We started unloading 
our vehicles and boats to get ready for the 
week and it was a beautiful 80 degrees with 
a slight breeze. Considering when we left 
for this trip it was going to be 93+ degrees 
in Illinois so this was like getting out of the 
truck into the air conditioning. No humidity 
just a slight breeze to keep you cool. Of 
course, after getting situated in the cabin 
we unloaded our boats at the ramp and were 
ready to find the mass schools of Crappie. 
Since we have been coming here so many 
years we thought we knew where to find 
them. As with any fishing trip sometimes 
things change. We spent several hours 

looking for the big schools and just couldn’t 
seem to locate them in the usual haunts. 
It has been a unique year up there the ice 
was on the lake a month later than normal 
the water temp was several degrees cooler 
than we were used to, so it took a little time 
to figure it out. When we did we started 
catching the crappie.  
 In past years we have caught crappie 
from 9 to 12 inches with not many small 
fish mixed in. I always thought in the back 
of my mind if we don’t catch some small fish 
it may mean a couple of years of waiting for 
the next group of fish to mature. This year 
was different. For the first time in all of the 
years we had been going we were catching 
a lot of 7 and 8-inch crappie. I won’t even 
consider keeping a crappie unless they are 

9 inches or bigger. It seemed when we did 
catch keepers they were 10 to 12inches. So, 
the past several years have shown me that 
there was a little break for a year or two 
where the fish didn’t fair well. The small 
fish were very healthy as were the large fish 
but there was just no fish in that 9 to 10-
inch range. We didn’t catch as many fish as 
normal but hey… that is fishing and after so 
many years of catching fish one right after 
another there was going to be a week where 
we had to work for them. That was the case 
for the 2018 vacation. It really doesn’t matter 
how many fish we catch it is just a great time 
spent with family and friends and I wouldn’t 
change a thing. As our week progressed the 
weather began to change. We usually have 

our boy’s day of fishing and that was going to 
be Wednesday because of the temperature 
and conditions. Well that never stopped Al 
and I from going fishing so we threw on the 
rain gear and put the boat in reverse. It was 
48 degrees with rain on its way. Little did I 
know if would rain every half an hour all day 
and I made the mistake of not taking gloves 
or rubber boots. As the day went on we 
were catching fish and probably a cold but 
we spent the day on the water and caught a 
few fish in the process. 
 As Thursday rolled around the 
temperature and condition were very similar. 
There was no way that my wife, Leah was 
going to sit in a cabin for a second day so 
she put her rain 
gear on and 
we headed out 
to fish. Once 
again it was 48 
degrees with a 
heavy mist most 
of the morning, 
but we managed 
to catch a few 
fish. That was 
definitely not the 
story of the day. 
For the many 
people that do 
know me, my 

A beautiful sunset at Birch Lakes 
Resort in Birchwood, WI

Al trying to catch a few crappie 
in Wisconsin

Andy with a nice smallmouth 
caught on Birch Lake in Wisconsin
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One of the Peoria Area’s Oldest Watering Holes

Drink Specials Everyday! 
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm

Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris 
invite you to come by for a 
drink and delicious meal! 

4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413

Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

father used to call me the Master of Disaster 
and for the most part he was dead on. As 
we were running around the coves I looked 
down and realized my Hummingbird fish 
finders had went off. Not thinking much of it 
because I knew the trolling motor batteries 
were in need of a charge. I figured I would 
run them completely dry and put them on the 
charger that evening. As we finished up for 
the day, I pulled the trolling motor and went 
to start the large motor and nothing. I won’t 
give you the words I said but I was not a 
happy camper. I thought all of my electronics 
and everything was hooked to my two trolling 

motor batteries, but I was wrong. I had killed 
all three batteries and now I am sitting on 
lake with a rocky shoreline thinking how 
and the heck am I going to keep this off the 
bank and from hitting other boats. Of course, 
there must have been 50 boats in the cove. 
Not really more like 4 but I felt like I has 
going to try and play frogger and keep from 
running into someone. I really didn’t want to 
start yelling to everyone to move that would 
be embarrassing.  Luckily Al got ahold of his 
wife Guylaine and she was going to drive the 
boat out and try to rescue us. 
 Unfortunately, she hadn’t driven the 
boat in several years and doesn’t usually go 
out in the boat but a couple of times of week. 

As we sat there waiting to see her come 
around the corner I was using the troll motor 
to keep us out as far as it would let me. It 
would give me a little boost each time even 
though there was not much charge left. After 
about an hour I see a boat that looked like 
Al’s, but it was across the lake. Luckily at the 
time we had cell phone service and Al was 
able to get ahold of her and luckily, we got 
the battery jumped and finally headed back 
to the cabin. If there wasn’t an adventure, 
then Andy was not around.
 After that was over I figured that 
would be the last one of the week. I was 
so wrong. As Friday rolled around it was 
our last morning of fishing. Leah, Ella and 
I headed out for the last day. Of course we 
had Al out in his boat just in case anything 
would happen. That was not the issue. As 
we fished for a few hours and were catching 
some perch and crappie and hoping to cap off 
a great week with a limit of fish. As we sat 
there Leah was looking around and she says 
“it looks like we are going to get wet once 
again”. I was like “no its going to miss us it 

Chronicles . . . continued is heading in the other direction.” Like most 
men I should have listened to my wife, but I 
didn’t. It began to sprinkle so we all got on 
the rain gear and decided is was time to call 
it a week. As we started heading in, all hell 
broke loose. It started raining pretty hard, so 
I put the hammer down and was ready to go. 
As we were cruising it I put my head above 
the console and wack, something hit me in 
the forehead. All of the sudden I look down 
at my boat and there is pea sized hail coming 
down like there was no tomorrow. After 
riding through the hail for 10 minutes we 
were back to the cabin and ready to wrap up 
our family vacation for 2018. Yes, I did have 
a welt on my forehead from the hail. My wife 
and kid sure enjoyed my pain as punishment 
for not listening about the incoming weather.
 After our Wisconsin vacation it was 
time to look at our mini four-day vacation 
to Reelfoot Lake Tennessee. This trip was 
originally planned because of my wife’s love 
for catfishing. Unfortunately, she ended up 

Andy with a Wisconsin Northern Pike

Our view on Reelfoot Lake 
in Tennessee

So much wonderful wildlife on 
Reelfoot Lake. When you not 

fishing there is plenty of things 
to watch and enjoy.
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DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

$.50 OFF ALL DRINKS ON WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

being the matron of honor for a wedding that 
was scheduled for the third week and August 
and she had to plan a bachelorette party for 
the weekend of our trip. So, I decided to 
make the best of it and there was going to 
be 8 of us who met at Reelfoot Lake for a 
couple of days of catfishing.  Once again as 
we arrived the weather was beautiful. It was 
the upper 80’s but there was a great breeze 
to keep the sweat from drenching you. 
 We arrived on Thursday the 16th and 
began fishing. As usual the fishing was good, 
and we were catching fish every 15 minutes or 
so. If you’re a catfishing person and you don’t 
use Sonny’s Stink bait you don’t know what 
your missing. I have used many types of stink 
bait over the years but there is only one that 
produces consistently. As a matter of fact, I 
now buy the 5-gallon buckets because if I am 
catfishing there will only be one bait at the end 
of my line. We had so much fun with this group. 
I know bigger groups can be a pain at times 
but when you have the right group of people 
with you it makes for such a great four days. 
We laughed so hard we cried, and everyone 
enjoyed each others company. With us we had 
Tim Conover, his father Cliff and Cliff’s grandson 
Raymond. One group was Al, Guylaine and Bob 
Schackow and my group was Brandon Bach 
and myself. I don’t know if I have ever had that 
much fun in a four-day period. 

 Our host was Sportman’s Resort in 
Tiptonville, TN. Candy and Bill are the 
owners and they will do anything to make 
sure your experience is top notch. During 
August and November, they run a special 
of $99 for three days and three nights. The 
provide you with the boat, motor, gas, ice 
and bait for only $99. It is an amazing deal 
and if you like catfishing you really need to 
consider taking a trip like this. Not only do 
they have great catfishing but most people 
go there for the great crappie and blue gill 
fishing. The crappie and bluegill make the 
ones we catch in Illinois look like minnows. 
With three great species to fish you should 
really consider a trip to Reelfoot Lake and 
you won’t be disappointed. 
 There was one thing that has really stuck 
with me about this trip. As we were sitting 
outside our cabins just enjoying the lake there 
was a gentleman from Alabama there with 
his wife. He wasn’t having much luck with the 
fishing, so he came over to our group and was 
asking for a few pointers. As we sat there and 
talked he hadn’t done much catfishing and all 
he really wanted was a couple for dinner. I 
actually took him over to our cabin and gave 
him some stink bait worms, hooks and some 
stink bait. He was so grateful that someone 
would give him tackle and bait and tell him 
exactly were to go to catch them. The next 

morning rolled around and we saw him do 
exactly what we had explained for him to do 
and in the right location. He started catching 
a few fish and his excitement was contagious. 
As we all arrived back at the docks I was 
waiting for this gentleman to get in to make 
sure he had the fish that he wanted to eat and 
if he didn’t I was going to give him some of 
ours. When he arrived to the dock you couldn’t 
get the smile off of his face. He had boated 
5 and broke the lines on a couple of more 
(unfortunately all he had to fish with was 
crappie poles and I didn’t have extras for him). 
He was so grateful to us for helping him catch 
a few fish. 
 Sometimes as fisherman or hunters 
we don’t like to give much information to 

people to help them out. If we all give and 
get advice we will all be better fishing and 
hunters. I felt so much happiness for helping 
this guy and his wife out. I wish more 
outdoorsman would be willing to help out 
strangers so they have a great experience 
as well. Sometimes people don’t have the 
experience that some of us have and we 
must be willing to share information with 
adults and kids alike. We are a community.  
So the next time you are out fishing and 
having success help someone who isn’t 
having success and the happiness you get 
from helping them have a great experience 
will be well worth it.
 May your sunrises and sunsets be 
magical!

The guys starting to clean the days 
catch. The first day we caught 56 

catfish in three boats.
Andy with a couple of nice catfish 

caught on Reelfoot Lake.
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

ISRA.org

  I usually write 
about firearms 
and the politics 
that surround 
f i r e a r m 

ownership but today I want to sound a warning 
to all the fishermen out there.  Anti-fishing 
groups are on the rise and mounting new 
attacks on your sport.  Fishermen have mostly 
been asleep at the tiller but it is time to wake 
up.  We are seeing more and more activity 
from Animal Rights groups.  Animal rights 
groups, anti-gun groups and environmental 
wacko groups all offer safe harbors for 
leftists.  They also offer a way for leftists to 
make a living; they are well-financed and will 
stop at nothing.  Just letting you know. 
 The first hunting seasons are on and will 
soon be followed by waterfowl, deer, turkey 
and upland game.  Now is the time for all those 
who need to take a Hunter Safety Course to get 
signed up for one.  I have already been seeing 
gun shops and outdoor stores filling their shelves 
with clothing, equipment, and ammunition.  
There are usually good sales around the first 
of September so be ready to take advantage of 
bargains on whatever you need.

 It is important to buy plenty of 
ammunition and spend some time practicing 
before the season starts. It is a bad time to 
learn that you bought the wrong stuff when 
you are out in the field or in your tree stand.
 On October 6th, the ISRA Range in 
Bonfield (just west of Kankakee) will hold its 
annual Sighting-In-Day, from 9:30am-3:30pm.   
We will have people there to help you with 
your shotguns, slug guns, handguns, muzzle 
loaders and rifles.  Bring plenty of ammunition 
(actually, bring more than you think you need).  
NO ammunition is SOLD at range.  Shooting 
targets, ranges and instruction are supplied.  
We have been doing this for a number of 
years so please trust me: we haven’t seen 
everything, but we have seen a lot.  A light 
lunch and snacks are available.  
 Our High Power shooters and teams are 
rolling along at a blistering pace.  The winner 
of the Nathan Hale Trophy is John Holliger.  The 
Nathan Hale Trophy goes to the high civilian in 
the National Trophy Individual Match.  John 
came out on top of 817 other competitors.  The 
NTI is an amazingly large match.  That does 
not include the military competitors.  Forty 
ISRA shooters were in this match, with 4 ISRA 

shooters in the top 10!  
 Congratulations to the 

ISRA Gold Team who won the 
Civilian Division of the National 

Trophy Team Match.  The team 
members are John Holliger (Coach), 

Konrad Powers (Captain), Mark Aussieker, Tim 
Klauer, Liam McKenna and James Vaughn.  
The ISRA Gold Team also won the Soldier of 
Marathon Trophy which is the oldest trophy 
given at the National Matches.  
 The National Smallbore Championships 
have wrapped up and the ISRA has done 
fantastically well.  If you shoot every match in 
the Smallbore Championships the total is 1200 
shots.  It is known as the Iron Man competition.  
Not every competitor enters the Iron Man 
because they don’t want to shoot every match.  
 This year the Iron Man was won by a 
woman (I find this hysterically funny).  The 
great news is it was won by our own Elizabeth 
Gratz who is now on the University of West 
Virginia shooting team.  In the top 15 Iron 
Man competitors, 6 were from Illinois.
 Congratulations to all the shooters who 
represented the ISRA so well!
 Great shooters and great teams don’t 
just happen.  It is a lot of work, planning, 
dedication and commitment that makes 
all that happen.  Thanks to the coaches, 
competitors and their families that help with 

all of that.  The Illinois State Rifle Association 
is committed to excellence in Marksmanship. 
There is still time to join our shooting leagues 
or shooting leagues near you. 
 The State Championships are coming up in 
September. We would love to have you compete 
whether you are from Illinois or other states.
 Tuesday November 6th is Election Day in 
Illinois and the rest of the country.  Unless gun 
owners turn out and vote it will be a grim day.  
J. B. Pritzker is the most anti-gubernatorial 
candidate we have ever had in Illinois.  Last 
Sunday, in an Op-Ed in The Chicago Sun 
Times, Mr. Pritzker outlined in a paragraph 
what he wants to do with gun owners.  Here 
is the paragraph:
  “Without a doubt, we need common-
sense and long-overdue gun safety 
legislation.  Criminals and those who want to 
do harm shouldn’t have access to guns, and 
no one should have access to weapons of war 
or be able to obtain guns illegally.  We need 
to ban assault weapons, bump stocks, and 
high-capacity magazines, and we need to stop 
the importation of illegal guns across Illinois’ 
borders.  It’s also time to enforce universal 
background checks and enact a gun dealer 
licensing bill.”
 These are code words for “I want to take 
your firearms away and make life tough for 
both firearm owners and dealers.”  It is clear 
what our future as law abiding gun owners 
will be unless you and every other gun owner 

LOCKJAWZ
TREESTANDS

®
TREESTANDS

Introducing:

The Safest Ladderstands 
on the Planet!        

                             

Place your order online today at

www.lockjawztreestands.com

Featuring the original 
    Lockjawz safety system.

KANKAKEE GUN SHOW
 SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 29 & SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 30

 Kankakee county fairgrounds 
Admission $6.00

 Sat hours  8am-4pm • Sunday hours 8am-2pm

PEORIA GUN SHOW
 SATURDAY NOVEMBER 10 & SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11

 Expo Gardens
Admission $6.00

 Sat hours 8am-4pm • Sun hours 8am-2pm
Ross & Mary Cloe

IL Phone: 815-263-2810 • FL Phone: 904-386-2541
www.thecloegroupllc.com
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gets out and vote like a gun owner. 
 There is one more piece of good news from 
the National Rifle Championships.  ISRA Junior 
shooter, Alex Vitous, has been selected to be on 
the 2019 Under 21 United States International 
Palma Rifle Team.  Next July, Alex will be 
shooting in the world championships in New 
Zealand.  The Palma Matches were started in 
1876.  The match is fired at 800, 900 and 1000 
yards.  Rifles must have iron sights and be either 
.223 or .308 caliber.  Well done Alex! 
 Recently I have been getting calls from 
the media regarding so-called 3-D guns.  
There are those that think a person can take a 
set of plans off the internet, download them to 
a 3-D printer or CNC machine, turn everything 
on and out will come a gun.  Even more 
interesting, I got one call from a media person 
who thought you could make ammunition the 
same way.  The answer is: uhhh… No.  
 There are a few points you should know 
just in case this topic comes up around the 
water cooler.  It is not illegal for a person to 
make their own firearms.  People have been 
doing this for years.  There are some rules you 
must follow.  The gun you make must be for 
your own use.  You can’t sell it or even give 
it away because it has no serial number.  If 
you want to give it a serial number then you 
have to become a federally licensed firearm 
manufacturer.  You can’t make a firearm that 
is undetectable.  The firearm must be 50% 
or more metal.  You cannot make a firearm 
that qualifies for the National Firearms Act 
prohibited list - no full auto, no artillery 
pieces, no mortars, you know all the really 
fun stuff.  There are prohibitions contrary to 
what the anti-gunners and fellow travelers 
think and the media espouse.  In certain parts 
of the world people are making firearms in 
caves and huts that are not very pretty but 
they work, mostly.  John M. Browning hand 
carved wooden models of his firearms before 
he turned them into metal.  This is not new. 
 What we really have here is an attack 
on free speech by the leftists and the media.  
They don’t want that kind of knowledge out 
there.  They only want what they want out 
there.  Free speech isn’t free unless you own 
control of the media.  Otherwise, you have to 
fight for it.  
 By now, last weekend’s shootings in 
Chicago have slipped from the front pages 
and off the 6 o’clock news.  Even so, the city is 
bracing for another weekend of gang activity.  
As I have repeatedly said, the problem is the 
gangs and the drugs that fuel them.  I talked 
to a retired Chicago policeman Tuesday and he 
reported seeing drug deals on the street while 
driving to pick up a couple of relatives.  If he 
can see them, why can’t others?   Your guess 
is as good as mine.  The understaffed Chicago 
Police Dept. said last weekend’s shootings 
are gang related and so will next weekend’s 
shootings, and the next and the next.
 This is more than a police dept. problem, 

this is a culture problem.  One community 
activist stated that they want to spread the 
pain around.  That is the excuse for shutting 
down streets and demonstrating in front of 
Wrigley Field.  Instead of running around the 
city and spreading the pain around why don’t 
you folks stay home and clean up your own 
neighborhood.  It is not as much fun, you won’t 
get on TV and you will not have 15 minutes of 
fame, but it will make a difference which is 
what everyone wants-isn’t it?
 The Illinois Gun Violence Political Action 
Committee and the Gifford’s have joined forces 
and made endorsements in Illinois legislative 
races.  The organization, known as G-PAC, has 
endorsed several Republican legislators.  This 
is the first time an anti-gun organization has 
endorsed Republicans in Illinois.  They are: 
Senator Chris Nybo, Senator Tom Rooney, 
Senator John Curran and Representative 
Peter Breen.
 This is a clear message to gun owners 
that the fight is on.  The ISRA will be 
fighting for you.  This fight will be the most 
costly in history!
 A bunch of FOID cards are coming up for 
renewal soon.  This is the first batch of the 
10-year cards to renew.  If you or anyone you 
know wants to get a FOID card, I would do 
it now because things may get hectic later.  
Remember: if you are a member and need 
assistance with your FOID, call Mary at the 
ISRA office (815.635.3198) for an appointment; 
she will give you specific instructions on what 
you will need.

The numbers are in:
FOID - 2,287,525
ICCL - 307,311

The ISRA Range is hosting John 
Farnam’s Urban Rifle Course on 

September 22 & 23.  You can register 
for this excellent course of instruction 

directly at 
http://defense-training.com/

The ISRA Range will host the NRA Basic 
Rifle Course on September 30, 2018.  This 

course is the prerequisite for the NRA 
Rifle Instructor Course.  This is an eight-

hour class with live fire qualification.  
Check our website calendar for details.

Annual Sighting-In-Day Sat. October 6th, 
the ISRA Range in Bonfield 

9:30am-3:30pm.   
Bring Your Own Ammunition!

Please donate to the ISRA-Political 
Victory Fund.   

Upcoming Events See: ISRA Calendar
JOIN THE ISRA TODAY! 

For more information, visit www.isra.org

Shown: 1526

SMITH TRACTOR
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000.000.0000.dealersite.com

Save on MODEL XX
$000 PER MONTH*

Power Package includes
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NOT 5 YEARS. NOT 6 YEARS. A FULL 7 YEARS*.

INDUSTRY’S 
BEST WARRANTY. 
PERIOD.

*With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. 

WORLD’S #1 SELLING TRACTOR.

618-343-3800
2020 Mall Street

Collinsville, IL 62234
www.gatewayrvps.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE
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PEORIA: “HOW GREAT 
THOU ART.” By Norman V. Kelly

 I thrived on the questions that I had been 
asked about our history, and I most certainly 
perpetuated the truth about us.  Of course 
there are folks out there in Peoria that truly 
have this great desire to tell their version of 
what Peoria’s history really was.  They got 
their ‘facts’ from their father’s grandfathers 
and uncles who knew everything there was 
to know about us. I battled those people as 
courteously as I could and never once did I 
really learn anything truly historically correct 
from these ‘story tellers.’  
 I am no genius, you see, because I 
only wrote from the available records that 
went back to 1828.   It is all there.  We had 
two men who early on kept track of our 
history and wrote detailed diaries of all the 
happenings here in Peoria. 
 The newspapers here in Peoria were a 
magnificent source, and although I took what 
some of them said with a grain of salt, they 
were easy to check out.  Also the courthouse 
and the archives were rich in history and 
the coroner’s inquests were truly a gold 
mine. I had total access to the old records 
of the Peoria County Sheriff’s office and all 
the arrests, trials and jury rulings were all 
there to analyze. For three decades I found 
the Peoria Police Department an excellent 
keeper of the records, and the county archive 

people were more than helpful; and when 
I got stuck it seemed they always knew 
where to look. Bradley University and the 
History Department of the Peoria Library 
were literally historical treasure troves. The 
truth is as a True Crime Writer and a Peoria 
Historian I was more of a plagiarist than I 
was a writer. 
 In fact I decided to write some fiction just 
to prove to myself that I really did know how to 
write.  In all I wrote a total of fourteen books 
and certainly well over 600 other articles and 
stories.  All during those thirty-five years of 
writing I lectured and went out to face the 
public eye-to-eye and told them that what I 
wrote was from the best source or used the 
‘next best evidence rule’ to bring them the 
truth. I sold a hell of a lot of books and gave a 
sizeable amount of money away to local non-
profit organizations.  I still write for a couple 
of magazines, do a bit of radio and have been 
on way too many TV shows. I had a great 
relationship with the library; including a lot of 
TV shows.  Now to me it is all over. I hope to 
get most or all of my stories on the computer 
so that people who either are too darn lazy to 
research or do not have the patience, can still 
get information on Peoria.  
 I kid folks that I gave my right eye to 
all that research. Old style micro-fiche 
machines and century old newspapers damn 
near made a blind man out of me.
 My friend Tim asked me what made 
Peoria, Illinois great.  He wanted to do 
something on video but mentioned that he 

DEER PROCESSING
217.522.3345

www.turaskymeats.com
Located on the Northside of the IL State 

Fairgrounds across from gate 5.
Off Veterans, take 8th Street Rd • Springfield, IL

24 HOUR DEER DROP OPEN DURING 
ARCHERY SEASON. CALL FOR DETAILS.

The Turasky family has been creating National Award winning sausage products for decades. Recently, 3rd generation owner Brad 
Turasky won a Grand Champion award for his signature Snack Sticks. He has also recently visited Germany, in order to learn from Master 
German Meat Producers and bring those award winning ideas home to Central Illinois! Brad has created a superior line of products for 
deer hunters, using premium quality pork trimmings to mix with deer.

Italian Sausage Rope Style

Bratwurst Links

Deer Chili (fully cooked, add beans heat & serve) NEW!

Bacon (Ground & Formed) - Award Winning!!

Summer Sausage

Summer Sausage w/Cheddar Cheese

Summer Sausage w/ Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese

Summer Sausage w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese

Snack Sticks - Award Winning!!

Snack Sticks w/ Cheddar Cheese

Snack Sticks Bar-B-Que - NATIONAL GRAND CHAMP 2016!!

Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese

Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese

Smoked Polish LINKS 5 per pack w/Jalapeno’s & Cheese

Hot Dogs 6 per pack - Award Winning!

Jerky Whole Muscle (can only do increments in even numbers)

• 22 acres of beautiful landscape and timber with plenty of wildlife and wooded views.
• All of our sites are roomy to provide plenty of quiet and privacy. 
•  16 RV sites which have electric, water and sewer plus concrete pads. Sites include 

picnic tables and fire pits. 
•  2 mini-cabins which sleep 4-5 people and have electric, heat and A/C. We have an 

indoor/outdoor pavilion with heat, A/C and a kitchen area as well as clean bathrooms 
with showers. 

• For the convenience of our guests we also sell propane and provide firewood.

RV (30 and 50-amp full hook-up sites)
• $25 per night
• $150 per week
• $350 per month
• $1,800 per 6-month season
• $3,000 per year

Tent 
• $15 per night per tent
Mini-cabins
• $45-$55 per night

• We accept credit/debit cards and cash

~ CAMPING FEE SCHEDULE ~

REST, RELAX AND ENJOY
(309) 509-0277

1180 Knox Road 1000 N., Gilson, IL 61436

www.woodlandhillscamping.com

was hoping to do it in a five-minute segment.  
I gave him my view of that and I hope I did 
not discourage him.  Peoria became a town 
in 1835, a city in 1845 and here it is 2018. If I 
could stand up that long I could do at least 24 
hours on our history and I think I proved that I 
could entertain my listeners doing it.  Anyway, 
I think I asked him what made him think Peoria 
was great.  He said a lot of people, writers and 
certainly me, said it was great and my stories 
perpetrated the idea that we were a great city 
to live in and raise our children.
 I could answer the question of why we 
were great in one word, if I wanted to be 
facetious, which I am more than not.  The 
answer is whiskey!  That’s right good old 
Peoria Booze; John Barley Corn, the devil’s 
brew and lots of it.  
 The distilleries brought in a ton of highly 
skilled people which led to men coming here 
for jobs.  They brought their families and that 
started the schools. Once the population grew, 
the breweries grew and so did the distilleries 
and that spawned hundreds of other companies 

that brought in more workers.  
 The city went from one square mile to 
almost ten and our downtown was packed 
with every kind of store known to mankind.  
We had as many as 242 taverns within city 
limits and by 1937 Peoria had 102 churches.  
A couple of colleges sprang up, and schools, 
along with the high schools were built all 
over the place.   Bankers moved in from the 
East, factories popped up and recreation of 
every kind was king here in Peoria, Illinois.
 Illinois River attracted all kinds of 
businesses, and the steamboats, barges and 
trains flourished here through out most of our 
early history.  We were indeed the Whiskey 
Capital of the World and we thrived.  Peoria 
soon had the reputation of being a wide-open, 
bawdy, lusty, gambling town, and people flocked 
here for entertainment of every description.  
 Store keepers bragged that if you could 
not find what you wanted in Peoria then 
you did not need it. Were we great?  We all 
thought so, and as we grew the county grew 
as well, and small towns began to pop up all 
around us, and believe me life was good.  
 We here in Peoria virtually laughed 
at Prohibition although it closed down our 
distilleries, our breweries, our taverns and 
saloons; but we out foxed the do-gooders.  
We were a patriotic town and gave our sons 
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Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!

BOWS
Mathews • Mission

Bear  • PSE

CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission

Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE

PEKIN BASS 
& BOW

• AMISH BUILT •

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair

to every war including the Black Hawk War.  
 Our lives centered on downtown and all 
the fun we could find there.  Theaters and 
entertainment venues were everywhere, 
and there was a time when Vaudevillians 
wanted to play Peoria, Illinois; and we were 
happy to have them.
 Later Bradley University rose to a 
basketball power, and the Caterpillar Diesels 
thrilled all of us for years. We were the 
bicycle center of the world and our parks 
drew people from all over the Midwest, as 
did our Illinois River and all the activities 
connected with it. At one time we produced 
995 different products.
 Sure we were great.  In fact we had a 
lot to brag about… and we did.  Our schools 
were great, and our homes spread all over 
Peoria County.  We were surrounded by 
farms and believe me the farmer knew 
how to party, and our Friday and Saturday 
nights in downtown Peoria were about as 
exciting as most men could handle.  We had 
gambling and prostitutes and wild taverns 
and excitement downtown and it seemed 
like it would never end.
 Then in March of 1954 Sheridan Village 
opened up and the thought of parking in a lot 
and not worrying about the parking meters 
sounded real good. Then along came TV 

and slowly we saw the theaters close and 
the lights got dimmer down town until one 
day they were virtually all gone.  Were we a 
great city?  Of course we were and the folks 
here loved the town and how easy it was to 
get from one place to the other.
 I worked downtown in a law office for 
18 years starting in 1962 and believe me 
things changed.  Seems to me we had a few 
restaurants, some bars and a lot of open 
space and vacant stores… and it got worse.  
By 1982 the phrase was “When the last one 
leaves, please turn out the lights.”  Something 
like that, I heard that an awful lot.
 Caterpillar at least blew some life into 
downtown, but when they went home we 
had a few saloons that stayed open, but 
mostly it seemed to me that we were turning 
into a ghost town.  Now where are we?  
 Caterpillar apparently got bored with us 
and who knows what is in store for Peoria?   
Sure we were great, and then it all changed.  
My question now, I guess is what are we 
now and where are we heading? 

Editor’s Note:   Norm is a True crime 
Writer and Peoria Historian.

& monthly contributor to Adventure 
Sports Outdoors, asomagazine.com   
Email: norman.kelly @sbcglobal.net

CHANDLERVILLE, IL – Youth hunters 
interested in participating in the Youth Firearm 
Deer Hunt on October 6-8 at Jim Edgar Panther 
Creek (JEPC) State Fish and Wildlife Area 
must submit a postcard to the site office by 
September 6 to enter a drawing for 75 hunters 
to hunt the two Open Units at JEPC. The 
drawing will be held September 7.  
 Prospective hunters must provide name, 
age, address and phone number on the 
postcard.  Successful applicants will be notified.  
Successful hunters can purchase a Cass County 
youth firearm deer permit, which will be sold 
over the counter at authorized license vendors 
throughout the state, or through the DNR Direct 
online license system on the IDNR web site 
at www.dnr.illinois.gov, or by calling toll-free 
1-888-6PERMIT (1-888-673-7648).  Please allow 
7 - 10 business days for online and phone sales.
 Note:  The JEPC Controlled Unit and Quail 
Management Unit are both closed to youth deer 
hunters.  Youth hunting is allowed in the site’s 
two Open Units only.  BOTH Open Units will be 
closed to archery hunting during the three-day 
Youth Firearm Deer season, Oct. 6-8.  There will be 
bowhunters in the field in the Quail Management 
and Controlled Units during the youth deer hunt. 
 The Youth Firearm Deer Season is open 

only to hunters who have not reached their 18th 
birthday prior to the opening date of the season.  
All youth hunters must have a current, valid Youth 
Deer Permit.  In addition, youth hunters must 
have an apprentice or youth hunting license, 
or they must have completed a state-approved 
Hunter Education course and have a hunting 
license.  Youth Deer Hunters, while using an 
Apprentice Hunter License or Youth Hunting 
License, must be accompanied by a non-hunting, 
validly-licensed (Illinois hunting license) parent, 
guardian or grandparent. All other hunters 
participating in the Youth Deer Hunt must each 
be accompanied by a non-hunting supervisor 
(parent, guardian or responsible adult).  All 
supervisors that are residents of Illinois must 
have a valid Firearm Owners Identification (FOID) 
card, and all supervisors that are nonresidents 
must have a valid Illinois hunting license.  
Additionally, the Youth Deer Permit is only valid 
for the three-day Youth Deer Season on state-
owned sites and will not be considered as a valid 
permit if used during any other deer season on 
state-owned properties.
 Please address the postcards to:  Youth 
Deer Hunt, JEPC, 10149 County Highway 
11, Chandlerville, IL 62627.  For additional 
information, please call (217) 452-7741.

APPLY NOW FOR YOUTH FIREARM DEER 
SEASON AT JIM EDGAR PANTHER CREEK 
STATE FISH AND WILDLIFE AREA



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
bfishntackle.com

H2O Jig + Moxi

H2O Jig + Pulse-R

Draggin Jig + Ringworm

Draggin Jig + Ribb Finn

B3 Blade Bait
“Bucktail” Wayne’s

Bucktail Jig

AUTHENTX PLASTIC

Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles 
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • October 1 thru April 15

(618) 845-3367

MOXI’S AND FALL WALLEYE!
By Walt Matan
 Every year from fall until ice-up, two 
things happen for sure. Walleye become 
more aggressive and easier to catch and 
Moxi’s are my preferred lure to catch 
them. While many anglers choose the jig-
n-minnow and jig-n-crawler, I like a jig-n-
Moxi. Why? Because, walleye really go 
after them, especially the big ones!
 Moxi’s work in rivers as well as lakes 
and especially the big water of the Great 
Lakes. They have been hot in the Green Bay 
area in the last few years for sure.
 B-Fish-N Tackles original Moxi started 
the revolution a few years back. The key to 
this plastic’s fish appeal beside the color 
is the rings, which make a bubbling sound 
when reeled in and the large twister tail 
which attracts as well as makes noise. 
 While many anglers simply cast Moxi’s 
out and jig them back to the boat, I have had 
better success trying to float them just off 
bottom. You’ll want just a heavy enough jig 
to be able to cast and keep the jig off bottom 
as you reel it in or in a river as the current 
sweeps it downstream.
 The B-Fish-N Tackle’s Moxi collection 
includes a 4” Moxi and the 3” Moxi. Moxi’s 
have a much bigger body than the standard 
ringworms as well as a larger thumper 
tail. The 4” is for when the fish are really 
aggressive and the 3” is for when they are 
not so.
 When it’s time to chose a jig head for 
a Moxi, you want one that holds the worm 
tight to the head and doesn’t hang up in the 
rocks and junk on the bottom. B-Fish-N H20 
jigs fit the bill nicely. Their wire “keeper” is 
molded into the jig head and hold the plastic 
fast to the head. Why once I have caught six 
walleye without even adjusting the bait!
 Plus, the H20 jig come in a variety of 
sizes and have a unique head design that 
hangs up less than your standard round ball 

jig head. Like I said before, jig weight makes 
all the difference in the action of the Moxi. 
Just enough is all you need. The H20 jigs 
come in nine different weight sizes between 
1/16 and 5/8 ounce. Plus, the weight of 
each jig is stamped right on the head, for 
easy selection.
 Top spots for fall walleye river fishing 
is below dams and in the river bends where 
the deeper holes are. When fishing a hole, 
anchor the boat upstream and then cast 
slightly off to the side and let the current 
sweep the Moxi downstream. Use just 
a heavy enough jig so that it ticks bottom 
once and a while. On the retrieve pull in the 
line with your rod tip and give it a few short 
pumps as you are reeling it in. 
When fishing a dam, anchor down from 
the dam and cast up to it. Try to match the 
current speed on the retrieve and you won’t 
hang up. One thing for sure, when fishing a 
dam, the walleye will really slam the Moxi! 
A lot of anglers will cast B-Fish-N B3-Blade 
Baits in this situation, which is also a top 
producers.
 In lakes, the walleye will hold up on 
gravel shorelines, gravel bars, reefs and on 
weed edges. Pitch the Moxi up shallow and 
pump the rod on the retrieve, again try to 
keep it just off bottom. I really like to cast 
up to the weed edge. The idea is to snag a 
weed now and again and then pull it free. It 
is when it pops free that the fish pounce on 
it. I have caught some great walleye on this 
overlooked area for walleye and have also 
caught some bonus bass! 
 To find out more about B-Fish-N 
Tackle’s line of Moxi’s, jigs and blade baits 
go to www.bfishntackle.com or you can link 
to it via www.customjigs.com Also, be sure 
to like Custom Jigs & Spins, B-fish-N Tackle 
and Walt Matan on facebook for some up to 
the minute info.
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Here’s a Mississippi River walleye that fell victim to an oystershell Moxi!
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Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
V A L U E  P R I C E D  V E H I C L E S !

LARGE INVENTORY OF LATE MODEL AND PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

New Truck Sale
25- F150’s in Stock • 10-F250’s in Stock • 5- F350’s in Stock

Late Model Pre-Owned Trucks
2017 Ford F150 Lariat Crewcab 4x4 Diesel
2016 Ford F250 Lariat Crewcab 4x4 Diesel

2016 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4
2016 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4

2016 Ford F350 Kin Ranch Crewcab 4x4 Diesel
2015 Ford F350 Lariat Crewcab Dully 4x4 Diesel

2015 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4
2015 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4

2014 Ford F150 Lariat Supercrew 4x4
2014 Ford F150 XL Regular Cab 4x4 Short Bed

2014 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado LT Extended Cab 4x4
2014 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado LT Crewcab 4x4

2013 Ford F250 XLT Crewcab 4x4 Diesel
2013 Ford F150 Lariat Supercrew 4x4

2013 Ford F150 Platinum Supercrew 4x4

Large Inventory of older Preowned Trucks
Free Gas Card with vehicle purchase when you bring in  this ad

All packages are per person plus tax. Minimum of 2 people. No pets allowed. 
$75 Deposit per person required. (Deposit is non-refundable) 
All packages include Lodging, Boat & Motor, Bait, Gas & Ice. 
Complimentary cookout twice weekly during prime season. 

Guide Service Available!!!

Year-Round Fishing Special $269

P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com
www.EagleNestResort.com

1-877-EAGLE-01 • 1-731-538-2143

NO LIMIT ON CATFISH OR BLUEGILL!

SEASONAL FISHING SPECIAL
MAY 20TH, 2018 – MARCH 17TH, 2019   

3 DAYS & NIGHTS STARTING ON THURSDAY
$269.00 PER PERSON

  I believe it is very important to put this spring turkey hunting article in 
the October issue of ASO so you can get your plans made and get your 
permits applied for in time not to miss out on a great turkey hunt.
         It was at least 40-minutes before sunrise and we were still 
300-yards from the spot my turkey hunting buddy Trey Reneau wanted 

us to set up.  I tell you that because we were both shocked to hear 5 or 6 toms already gobbling 
on the ridge across the river.
 The bottom field where Trey had us put out my decoys was below the ridge where the birds 
were roosted.  Trey told me this spot was either feast or famine.  He said if the turkeys pitch off 
and fly across the river to us, the field would fill up with big black birds.  If they came straight 
down they would go to the ridge and we would never see them.  We had our fingers crossed.
 The gobbling off the roost was as good as it gets.  As we heard the morning fly down start we 
both began short calling sequences.  The toms responded but the only turkeys to make it to the field 
were 2 hens at about 7 o’clock.
 As the cacophony of gobbling was happening in front of us, across the river, a single tom 
gobbled twice a mile behind us on a distant ridge.  At 7:30 he gobbled again.  He had cut the 
distance in half.  The next time we heard him he was in our field, about a quarter-mile off.  I 
eventually saw him with my binoculars.
 As we called to him he answered and like clockwork the 2 hens in the field went right to 
him.  We heard them again at the top of the hill and then they were gone.  We stayed until noon.
 However, before we left we went to the corner of the field where he came out.  We 
prepared our spots for the next morning.  Our thought process was that if he came out there 
again the second day we would be right there waiting on him.  Also, if the river bottom birds 
pitched off into our field they too could see our decoys, giving us an equally good shot at getting 
their attention.
 That night I was the guest of Trey and his lovely wife Brittanie.  I got to meet their son Brantley 
and I mesmerized him with some elementary magic tricks.  The Reneau’s have an amazing home and 
lodge.  They own and operate TATER CREEK WHITETAIL OUTFITTERS in Fulton County near Ipava, 

LOCK JAW TOM
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

Ill.  Along with over 1,000-acres of amazing white-tailed 
deer hunting and incredibly comfortable accommodations, 
they also have some of the finest turkey hunting habitat I 
have ever seen.  More about TATER CREEK WHITETAILS 
in a bit.
 The next morning we were in our spot like burglars 
on a good night.  We did, however, comment that there 
were several birds gobbling by this time yesterday.  
Finally a couple of toms across the river woke up.  The 
gobbling on the second morning was not nearly as 
intense as it was the previous day.  Fewer toms were 
gobbling and the ones that were talking were not at all 
fired up.
 The worse news, however, was that there was no 
activity above and behind us.  The old boy we had set up 
on was nowhere to be heard. “This is frustrating,” Trey 
said to me quietly.  “They have lockjaw,” I responded.
 About 7:30 2 hens came into the field just like 
the day before.  They were feeding quietly and did not 
appear to have a care in the world.  Trey did not have 
much on his mind, either.  He was laying on his side and 
snoring lightly.
 I thought, in my deep desire to get a gobbler, that my ears and my mind were playing tricks 
on me.  I could have sworn I heard tom drumming somewhere behind me. Then nothing.  Darn!!
 Later I thought I heard it again.  But then nothing but silence.  The third time I heard it there 
was no doubt in my mind whatsoever what it was.  I distinctly heard the spit and drum of a 
strutting gobbler.  And he was close.
 My first move was to slowly push the safety off on my shotgun.  Shortly thereafter he 
stepped out about 15-yards to my left and went straight to my strutting jake decoy.  That is 
where he died.
 My best suggestion for you for your 2019 spring turkey season is to reach out to Trey Reneau at 
TATER CREEK WHITETAIL OUTFITTERS at 309-224-7028 and at www.tatercreekwhitetailoutfitters.
com. Ask him his deer hunting opportunities, as well. Tell him I sent you.

Mike Roux with his first 
Fulton County gobbler.  
(Photo by Trey Reneau)
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IDNR NEWSBITS: 
AUGUST 2018

Resident Archery Deer Permits:  Resident 
combination and antlerless-only archery deer 
permits will be available over-the-counter 
(OTC) from DNR Direct license and permit 
vendors beginning Aug. 7. Find a vendor link 
here: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/LPR/Pages/
LicensePermitVendors.aspx

Non-Resident Archery Deer Permits:  
Illinois Non-Resident Archery Deer 
combination permits will be available over-
the-counter (OTC) from DNR Direct license 
and permit vendors beginning Aug. 7. The 
Illinois Archery Deer Season is Oct. 1, 2018 
through Jan. 20, 2019.
 
IDNR Special Wildlife Grants 
Applications Due Sept. 1:  The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) is 
accepting grant applications from not-for-
profit organizations and units of government 
interested in developing projects to 
enhance wildlife habitat through the Illinois 
Habitat Fund and the State Pheasant Fund.  
The IDNR Division of Wildlife Resources 

administers these special grant programs 
that are funded by Illinois sportsmen and 
women through the purchase of Habitat 
Stamps.  Applications for grants this year 
through the Illinois Habitat Fund and the 
State Pheasant Fund must be submitted by 
Sept. 1, 2018. For information on project 
eligibility, grant applicant registration 
requirements, and other information about 
the grant programs, check the IDNR website 
at this link: https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
grants/Pages/Special-Wildlife-Funds-
Grant-Program.aspx

Upland Game Permits:  Hunters may 
apply through Aug. 31 for the Illinois 
2018 Free Upland Game Hunt Permit 
program.  Applications must be made 
online, and successful applicants will 
receive a confirmation by mail.  Application 
information is available at this link: https://
www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/Documents/
Free%20Upland%20Game%20Hunt%20
Instructions.pdf

Visitor Survey:  The beauty of Starved 
Rock State Park has attracted generations 
of visitors. If you have visited Starved Rock, 
please take a few minutes to help us plan for 
the park’s future by sharing your experience 
as a visitor. What facilities, activities and 
services would you like the park to provide, 
and what would you improve? To take an 
online survey, click the link below. Enter 
your contact information at the end of the 
survey for a chance to win an overnight 
stay, breakfast, and trolley tour. https://
www.research.net/r/starvedrockpark

Becoming an Outdoors Woman:  A 
limited number of reservations are still 
available for the “Becoming an Outdoors 
Woman” (BOW) workshop at the Touch of 
Nature Environmental Center/Giant City 
State Park on Sept. 28-30. The workshop 
fee is $240, which includes meals, lodging, 
class instruction, use of class equipment/
supplies, transportation during the 
workshop, and lots of fun. Participants 
must be 18 years of age or older.  Log onto 
the IDNR website at this link for more 
information and registration materials:  
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/recreation/
BOW/Pages/default.aspx

Wingshooting Clinics:  Wingshooting 

clinics are planned throughout the summer 
and fall in Illinois at IDNR sites, cooperating 
gun clubs and hunting preserves.  Most clinics 
are conducted on weekends. Wingshooting 
clinics for youth (age 10-15) and women 
provide instruction on safely firing a 
shotgun at a moving target with reasonable 
reliability.  Hunter wingshooting clinics are 
hands-on, and include extensive live fire 
at a variety of clay target presentations on 
sporting clays courses specifically designed 
for teaching typical hunting situations.  
For the wingshooting clinic schedule and 
more information, check the IDNR website:  
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/recreation/
wingshooting/Pages/default.aspx

Camping Reservations:  Make campsite 
and shelter reservations for many IDNR 
sites online through the Reserve America 
website at www.reserveamerica.com using 
a credit card.

INPC Meeting Sept. 11:  The 230th 
meeting of the Illinois Nature Preserves 
Commission will be held on Tues., Sept. 11, 
2018, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Henry N. 
Barkhausen Cache River Wetlands Center, 
located at 8885 IL Rt. 37, Cypress, IL 62923. 
The meeting is open to the public.  For more 
information, call the INPC at 217-785-8686.

701 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL 61611 - Illinois Rt 116, 
mile marker 164.5 on the Illinois.

Fuel dock hours: 9-5 during 
season however, flexible to 
accommodate boaters as necessary.

280 slips ranging from 25 to 50 feet 
in length. Transient boaters are 
welcome to stop and spend a few days 
enjoying the marina and its many amenities!

EASTPORT AMENITIES 
• Restroom/shower facilities open 24 hours a day.
• Laundry facilities open 24 hours a day, just a short stroll from the docks.
•  Swimming pool and two hot tubs, enclosed by locked gates, with private 

restrooms and showers.
• Gas, diesel, pumpout and a full service department.

SEASON: APRIL 1-OCT. 31
One of the only marinas of its class between Chicago and St. Louis. It’s like a resort, a major resting point for boaters… 

Phone: (309) 694-3034 • Ron Roberts, Harbormaster - (309) 265-4789 • Heather Boehm, Manager - (309) 694-3034
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Archery Pro Shop,Bow & 
Crossbow tuning & repair,

 Indoor shooting range
Custom Concept Arrows, Bait & 

Tackle, Pool Hall & leagues, 
Bar Video Gaming, 

RESTAURANT IS NOW SERVING 
LUNCH & DINNER TUES - SAT 
& BREAKFAST ON SAT & SUN

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL

Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)
WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.
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WHEN IT COMES TO DEFINING FAIR CHASE, 
DO YOU AGREE WITH YOUR BOWHUNTING 
FRIENDS? DO YOU AGREE WITH ME?
 A while back I wrote a column for this 
magazine on the topic of hunting ethics, the 
premise being that when you’re hunting by 
yourself with nobody watching there are 
opportunities to break the rules. It’s a test 
of your moral compass, and the reader 
response I received was big. That tells 
me Bowhunting World readers take ethical 
hunting most seriously.
 Your responses, along with an email I 
received from a Mexican outfitter back in 
May, got me to thinking about the subject 
of fair-chase hunting. What does it mean, 
exactly? Who defines it? Is it the same for 
everybody? Why is it important?
 The email read, in part: Friends, we 
have two monster desert bighorn sheep over 
190 inches inside the fence available to be 
hunted during the 2018-2019 season. These 
two sheep have already been measured, 
and we expect them to go 195-plus for 
next season. We also have a good variety 
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of sheep of different sizes ranging from 160 
inches up to 185 inches at different price 
ranges. Lodging, first-class cuisine, 5-star 
service are included. Of course, we keep 
hunting our free-range ranches as every 
year. Please contact me if you have any 
interest in any of these sheep. Take a look 
at the photos of the sheep we are talking 
about. They are absolutely impressive.
 The one word that makes this entire scenario 
so wrong, at least in my book, is “hunted.”

SHOOTING VS. HUNTING
 Shooting one of these rams inside a 
high fence under these conditions doesn’t 
resemble, in any way, shape or form, fair-
chase hunting, at least in my mind. It’s 
nothing more than collecting. And if that’s 
what someone wants to do, I truly don’t 
have a problem with that. But please, don’t 
call it “hunting.” One of the things fair-
chase hunting means is that there is no 
guaranteed outcome.
 The whole topic of hunting inside a high 
fence is a bit complicated. In much of the 

SHOOTING VS. HUNTING 
- AND WHAT EXACTLY IS 
FAIR CHASE?
By Bob Robb

world, it’s an accepted practice. Here in the 
U.S., high-fence hunting occurs to a smaller 
degree. In Texas, for example, there are lots 
of high-fence ranches that offer whitetails 
as well as exotic animals imported from 
around the world. Some other states have 
high-fence ranches specializing in monster 
whitetail bucks, with pricing determined 
by the size of the antlers. You can also find 
ranches that offer big bull elk, bighorn sheep 
and other animals. It’s a highly-controversial 
industry, to say the least.

FAIR CHASE — IT’S FAR MORE THAN 
FENCE SIZE
 If you’ve never been exposed to it, 
at first blush you might think it means 

caging an animal inside a relatively small 
enclosure. That’s not necessarily true. In 
South Africa, for example, I bowhunted 
plains game 1 week on a fenced ranch that 
encompassed almost 30,000 acres — that’s 
nearly 47 square miles — much of it rugged, 
mountainous terrain where hunting was 
difficult, to say the least. I didn’t find getting 
a shot at an animal to be like shooting a 
duck in a barrel at all.
 The Pope & Young Club states on its 
website that “The fair chase concept does, 
however, extend beyond the hunt itself; it 
is an attitude and a way of life based in a 
deep-seated respect for wildlife, for the 
environment and for other individuals who 
share the bounty of this vast continent’s 

Photo by John Haffner
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natural resources.”
 That’s well stated. My friend Keith 
Balfourd, an officer with the Boone & 
Crockett Club, is one who emailed me 
about my column about hunting ethics. He 
said, “We sure could use more folks talking 
about our ethics,” then directed me to a 
website (www.huntfairchase.com) showing 
what B&C is doing to emphasize fair-chase 
hunting. There’s some really good stuff here.

THAT WAS THEN, THIS IS NOW
 In early America, how we hunted didn’t 
matter; game was plentiful and hunting 
wasn’t for sport. It was for survival and 
profit. But by the late 1800s, unregulated 
sport and commercial market hunting had 
taken its toll, and wildlife was no longer 
abundant. Enter Theodore Roosevelt, who 
formed a group of his friends into the Boone 
and Crockett Club in 1887 to address this 
rapid decline. Their solution? Promote a 
new system of natural resource use called 
“conservation,” and promote regulated 
hunting as the foundation for this new 
system.
 If hunting was going to be allowed 
to continue, how it was being conducted 
and the character of the hunter now 
mattered. Fair chase became a part of an 
overall conservation ethic, defining a true 
sportsman as one who could kill game, yet 
use self-restraint and stand guard to ensure 
that wildlife populations would never be 
threatened again. It didn’t mean hunting 
was a sport like other contests, but rather 

its participants used a “sporting” approach. 
Fair chase defined the rules, elevating 
sportsmen to highly-respected members 
of the community both for their skill as 
woodsmen and providers, but also for their 
commitment to something greater than 
themselves.
 Today, hunting is under the microscope 
as never before. Anti-hunting organizations 
are large, with deep pockets and highly 
motivated members. They don’t let the facts 
get in the way of the falsehoods they spread 
about hunters and hunting to the majority 
of Americans who not only don’t hunt, but 
increasingly know little about how Mother 
Nature really works.
 Today, more than ever, the concept of 
fair-chase hunting is bedrock to our survival. 
So, to answer the Mexican outfitter’s email: 
Count me out. Way out.
 What’s your take on fair-chase 
hunting? Drop me a note at brobb@
grandviewoutdoors.com and let me know.
 www.grandviewoutdoors.com

Photo by John Haffner

Fernando Lopez has been shooting Traditional Archery for 35 years. 
This Peoria County Buck was harvested at the end of October and the 

Doe was harvested in November. Congrats on a successful season.



will but are forbidden by law to eat the “rib 
eye in the sky” like so many other states, one 
can only wonder what could possibly motivate 
bureaucrats and the DNR to outlaw the most 
basic ethic of wise use conservation.
 When game departments in some states 
hysterically over react to CWD that they spend 
tens of millions of sporter’s dollars to wipe 
out thousands and thousands of deer, thereby 
causing yet more attrition and discouraging 
recruitment, we are clearly witnessing 
dishonesty and abuse of power much to the 
detriment of our hunting heritage.
 When fawn killing wolves, bears and 
coyotes are unnecessarily over-protected, who 
could possibly be surprised that deer herds 
are reduced so drastically that hunters simply 
don’t go hunting in those historically prime 
areas anymore.
 We can kill six ducks and fifteen doves 
but are only allowed three shells in our 
shotguns. What is that all about?
 There are so many counterproductive, 
absurd, arbitrary, non-scientific laws and 
regulations across the country, that many law 
professionals have declared that a hunter 
needs a fulltime lawyer to know what the heck 
is legal and what is illegal.
 I haven’t even scratched the surface here 
of crazy laws and regulations across the land.
I would implore my fellow sporters to review 
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  Celebrate the 
amazing wildlife 

management success 
story of North America 

and say Hallelujah and pass the backstraps 
like you mean it.
 It really wasn’t really that long ago when 
America woke up to the heartbreaking disaster 
of the irresponsible, runaway, indiscriminate 
market hunting slaughter of our precious wildlife.
 With bison nearly wiped out by a corrupt 
government program to eliminate the spiritual 
beast that supported the Native American 
culture and the near decimation of so many 
large and small game species for the world 
market, thank God a small but determined 
cadre’ of hunter/conservationists stepped up 
and sounded the alarm, thereby implementing 
the simple science of sustain yield and 
regulated harvests based on sound scientific 
productivity reality.
 Whew! That was a close one.
 And due to the miracle of God’s renewable 
creation, within a few short years wildlife 
populations began to rebound. Financed by 
sporters’ self-imposed regulations and license 
fees, the North American wildlife management 
model proved to be the envy of the world, 
and the good old days of hunting, fishing and 
trapping took off like a firestorm.
 We have it so good in North America that 
even a less than perfect hunting season is still 
as fun and exciting as can be. But if we truly 
take a good, hard, honest look at hunting these 
days, there is enormous room for improvement 
by implementing a serious dose of sincere 
critical thinking.

 In a nutshell, hunting, fishing and trapping 
must be managed for maximum family hours 
of recreation while generating maximum 
revenues for state’s economies without ever 
over harvesting or jeopardizing the resource.
Unfortunately, with the dumbing down of 
America, the runaway and ever plummeting 
disconnect with our elected employees and the 
embarrassing scourge of political correctness 
dishonesty, we are certainly not maximizing 
anything anywhere near its potential.
 When there are still nine states that 
make 50% of the average Joe’s hunting season 
illegal by banning Sunday hunting, clearly the 
cards are stacked against recruitment and 
intentionally creating attrition in our ranks.
 When bureaucrats ignore simple whitetail 
deer biology and ban feeding and baiting in 
some states while many other state’s trained 
biologists conclude there is no negative 
consideration to feeding and baiting, less 
recruitment and increased attrition are given.
 When good, decent hunters are 
harassed by laws forcing them to case their 
guns and bows while traveling to and from 
their deerstands, even on their own private 
property, people get so frustrated that they 
simply quit hunting.
 When bureaucrats and biologists in 
Michigan can out and out lie that the number 
one official migratory game bird on planet 
earth is somehow a songbird, Michigan 
families are denied the #1 activity enjoyed and 
celebrated by more families than any other 
outdoor activity in the nation.
 When there are so many sandhill cranes 
in Michigan that farmers can shoot them at 

the regulations in the states where they hunt 
and want to hunt, and start asking questions, 
demanding changes and raising hell with our 
elected employees and game departments 
to get rid of all laws and regs that play no 
meaningful role in wildlife management and 
that represent a disastrous minefield that 
deters recruitment and causes attrition in our 
hunting sport and lifestyle.
 Join me on my facebook/TedNugent daily 
conversation to take part in the self-evident 
truth, logic and commonsense that is alive and 
well out there. Upgrade is a beautiful thing, 
especially when it comes to the ultimate joys of 
the Great Outdoors. Maximize it like you mean it.

TedNugent.com 
or facebook.com/

tednugent
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NAH, NO WAY. SCOUTING TOO MUCH 
ISN’T POSSIBLE, RIGHT? TRUTH IS, IT’S 
NOT REALLY ABOUT HOW MUCH YOU 
SCOUT IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, IT’S 
ABOUT HOW YOU DO IT.
 Could it be possible that some deer 
hunters are scouting too much? Is it true 
that too much time in the woods can blow 
your cover?
 By spending every Saturday in August 
and September scouring the woods for 
every track, trail and rub, you are laying 
down a new layer of human scent and 
bumping deer from their bedding areas. 
Despite every scent-masking precaution 
available, the whitetails in your woods 
know you have been there. Instead of 
patterning your deer herd, your deer herd 
may be patterning you. They may shift to 
night-time movement, or they may hole 
up in those pockets of habitat you haven’t 
walked through. Yet.

TOO MUCH SCOUTING? THERE’S NEVER 

DEER HUNTERS: ARE YOU 
SCOUTING TOO MUCH?

TOO MUCH SCOUTING!
 West Kentucky Whitetails outfitter 
Tad Ladd firmly believes that it is 
impossible to scout too much. That’s not 
because he thinks deer aren’t affected by 
human presence. Instead, he says there is 
a difference between a constant presence 
and an occasional one.
 “We are out there all the time working 
on food plots, checking trail cameras, 
tending mineral stations and just doing 
what needs to be done,” says Ladd. “I think 
deer become accustomed to the constant 
presence of humans. It’s no different than a 
farmer working on his fences or feeding his 
cattle. He is out there all the time and the 
deer just get used to it.”
 Virginia hunter Richard Borden agrees. 
But since he can’t be on the properties he 
hunts on a near-daily basis, he takes the 
opposite approach. For him, there is a fine 
line between being out there all the time 
and scouting too much.
 “I definitely think hitting the woods 

two or three times a week in the weeks 
leading up to the season can throw the 
deer off and make them less likely to move 
in the daytime,” says Borden, a 52-year-old 
sales representative. “I also think there is 
a difference between doing routine stuff 
like pulling trail camera memory cards 
once a week and walking around through 
the woods once a week. One is far more 
likely to disturb deer than the other.”

IT’S ABOUT HOW, NOT HOW MUCH
 Scouting, no matter who is doing it, 
how much they are doing it or where they 
are doing it, can be good or bad. Borden 
is thoughtful in his scouting efforts, 
particularly as the season draws near.
 “Am I going to stomp around a known 
bedding area a week before the season? 
Definitely not,” he says. “If I need to know 
something about a particular area close to 
the season, I might walk field edges and 
look for tracks or old rubs and scrapes. I 
might even go into the woods to look for 
acorns and sign that deer are hitting those 
acorns, but whatever I do is going to be 
quick. I’m not going to walk all around. I 
want the deer as comfortable as possible 
right up until the season starts.”
 He does most of his intrusive scouting 
well before the season opens, often in 
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By David Hart

February or March. He looks for trails, 
old rub and scrape lines, anything that 
might help him find areas bucks like to 
hang out. He isn’t afraid to jump deer 
from their beds, either. In fact, he doesn’t 
mind doing exactly that. That shows him 
specific bedding locations, although he 
acknowledges bedding areas can change.
 “I’m not worried about messing up their 
patterns in the late winter. If I leave them 
alone after that, they have the entire summer 
to get back to normal,” he says. “I will look 
around in the late summer, but not much. 
Again, I just want to know what food sources 
are out there, especially the acorn crop.”
 Likewise, the hunting outfitter Ladd 
isn’t actually scouring the woods and fields 
for new deer sign every time he is working 
on the thousands of acres he hunts. 
Instead, he is mostly driving or sitting on 
a tractor. He might stop to check a field 

photo by David Hart
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edge for tracks, but mostly he’s driving to 
and from mineral sites, food plots and trail 
cameras, getting out of his truck briefly to 
do his job.
 Ladd is observant, though. He is always 
scanning the woods and fields for something 
that might offer a clue for future success.
 Like Borden, Ladd isn’t going to walk 
through known bedding areas and other 
refuge-type areas in the weeks leading up 
to the season. He not only doesn’t scout 
those areas, he doesn’t hunt them, either. 
For him, the most critical mistake a hunter 
can make isn’t during the summer. It’s 
during the season itself.
 “Hunting a buck when the wind is 
wrong will do far more damage to your 
chances of success than scouting too much. 
I’m convinced deer know when you are a 
threat and when you aren’t. They know 
the difference between a farmer walking 
through the woods or driving across a field 
and a hunter. I don’t know how they know, 
but they know,” says Ladd.

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF
 Watching deer may be fun and 
informative, but sometimes there isn’t 
much point. Nor is there reason to enter 
the woods prior to opening day. If you’ve 
hunted a piece of property for years, you 
likely know every trail, oak flat, escape 
route and bedding area on that land. 
Barring any significant changes to the 
habitat or food sources, there is little 

reason to believe their activity will be any 
different than it was last year or the year 
before that.
 “As long as food sources haven’t 
changed, deer will use the same trails year 
after year,” says Ladd.
 Even if you shoot a mature buck from a 
food plot or near a bedding area last year, 
there’s a good chance another buck will fill 
in the gap. What was good for one quality 
buck is just as good for the next.
 “I’ve hunted one farm since I was a 
kid. Some stands are always better than 
others. It’s been that way for as long as I 
can remember,” says Borden. “I still go look 
around, but for the most part, I gave up on 
scouting that property because I know 
where the deer are going to come from in 
the morning and where they are going in 
the evening. It’s been like that for 40 years. 
Generally speaking, it’s pretty much the 
same every year.”
 Things can change, of course. Oaks 
that produced a bumper crop of acorns last 
year may be bone-dry this season. A former 
cornfield may be planted in grass. That’s 
why Borden hasn’t given up on scouting on 
that farm completely. He checks in every so 
often just to monitor what’s taking place on 
the landscape.

MIND GAMES AND INFORMATION OVERLOAD
 It’s true that the more time you spend 
in the woods, the more you learn. Subtle 
clues that may have not been visible the 
last time you scouted may be as obvious as 
a skunk under your treestand the next time 

you walk through the woods.
 Food sources change as the seasons 
change, too. Your deer herd may shift their 
daily routines, sending all your previous 
scouting efforts up in smoke. More 
information is usually better than less, but 
is it possible to have too much data? Yep, 
says Borden.  Over-scouting can start to 
mess with your mind.
 “I used to try to cover every square 
inch of the land I wasn’t familiar with 
and find every piece of sign I could, but 
having too much information just made me 
question all my previous decisions. I would 

start to doubt my stand locations. One year, 
I moved stands like four or five times before 
the season started. In hindsight, I don’t 
think it mattered,” says Borden. “Any more, 
I make a pretty fast decision and accept 
that no matter what I do, it may not be the 
right decision. That’s part of it. I process 
what I see on the few scouting trips I take 
and then follow my gut.”

Human presence due to scouting is 
no different than a farmer working 

on his fences or feeding his cattle. He 
is out there all the time and the deer 
just get used to it. Photo: David Hart

While checking trail cams is OK, 
be sure to do most of your intrusive 

scouting in February or March before 
the summer months. Photo: David Hart

Deer Hunters . . . continued
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WOODEN LURES 
AND WOODEN 

HANDLES

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER

AND IN THE WOODS

 As I pored over the dozens of lures that 
I’ve accumulated in my umpteen years of 
fishing several thoughts seemed to surface. 
Looking at the old lures brings back memories 
of their sources and how they have spent 
their “lives”. Several have ridden in my truck 
and/or bass boat for a ridiculous number of 
miles and have never been wet. Didn’t catch 
a thing on those lures. You have to get them 
wet before they have much of a chance of 
working. 
 Some of the lures, especially the 
crankbaits, were the result of having driven 
many miles to find a shop that had this 
certain lure. Having traveled many miles to 
a tournament in some remote lake I’d got the 
idea that this lure that some successful local 

angler was using was the only thing that was 
going to catch my fish on tournament day. 
Such are the dreams of a competition angler. 
Seldom worked, but I accumulated a tackle 
box full of lures that way.  
 Now all of these lures weren’t failures; 
some of them have caught quite a number 
of fish and as I dredged thru the memories 
trying to decide which ones were successful, 
a pattern seemed to form. First of all most 
of the best producers were “name brand” 
manufactured. These are tried and tested 
crankbaits that will run “upright and true” 
when retrieved. Many of the others were 
copies or made in some-ones garage (or 
China) and usually twist your line and become 
an aggravation besides being fish-less. 
 A second observation was that many of 

by Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

the more successful baits were made from 
wood. The older manufacturers made a lot 
of hand carved lures before the advent of 
lure carving machines that turn them out 
much faster. Even the wooden lures that 
were made rapidly with machines couldn’t 
complete in price with the plastic ones that 
came a bit later and pretty well took over 
the industry. The plastic lures have evolved 
into many variations or shapes and designs 
but in the end they all are trying to emulate 
something that’s edible and attractive to the 
predator fish. It still seems to me that the 
older wooden lures excel. 
 Apparently there are many other older 
anglers who feel likewise. I had quite an 
array of duplicates and unused ones that I 
listed on e-bay and they sold very quickly. I 
still have several boxes of others and need 
to decide their fate. If I sell them I’ll want 
them back and if I keep them they will collect 
dust or ride another hundred thousand miles. 
Life’s just full of big decisions!
 Switching subjects but still wandering 
thru my man-cave inventory. I dug thru some 
boxes of knives that also hadn’t seen proper 
cleaning and care for a while. Again, I had 
some factory made fillet knives with old 
wooden handles as well as quite a number 
of handles made from plastic or similar 
materials. Most of the old wooden handled 
ones were Rapala made and these seemed 

to have better materials in the blades. 
The newer plastic handled models seem 
to sharpen okay but fail to hold an edge. 
Just made for mass-marketing rather than 
extended use. 
 The opposite of this is an old Buck knife 
that I’ve had for years that holds and edge 
great but is very hard to sharpen properly. It’s 
still my favorite but somewhere in the middle 
would be a better choice. 
 In the knives that I make, I seem to 
gravitate back to wood scales for handles. 
I use some man-made materials sometimes 
but still prefer the natural wood. Some of 
my favorite woods are; Walnut, African 
Lyptus, Hedge (Osage Orange), Oak, Hickory, 
Curly maple, African Zebra wood, and some 
laminates. Leather handles are also a favorite 
of mine and I need to make some new ones 
to better perfect my abilities on those. Knife 
making is a continuing education process. I 
think that’s one of the attractions for me. Just 
when I think I’ve got something mastered, it 
all falls apart and It’s time to regroup and start 
over. Maybe I should take up golf; I’ve been 
told that’s one of the most frustrating sports 
in existence. Just kidding, I don’t need more 
frustrations than I get from blade-smithing.  
 Just to expand on a Charlie Daniels 
quote;  “IT AIN’T NO RAG” It’s Faith, Family, 
Freedom and the Flag --- Treat it with the 
proper respect!
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 As the air temperatures drop and 
the leaves change, some of the most 
consistent fishing action of the entire year 
heats up in the cooling waters of autumn. 
Fall brings with it one of the very best 
times of the year to chase trophy class fish 
of various species, and even if you needed 
another excuse, fish are less affected by 
changing weather conditions and cold 
fronts, meaning longer periods of fast 
action. As professional anglers, our team 
of guides gets to run charters on some of 
the best waters in all of North America 
and Central America. Here are some 
our favorite fall fishing locations in the 
Midwest, and some of the best species to 
target there in autumn.

*Kinkaid Lake
 In the heart of the Southern Illinois 
Ozark Mountains lies the breath taking 
wilderness lake, Kinkaid. For well over a 
decade now, Kinkaid has been rated as 
one of the world’s top 10 muskie fishing 
waters. It produces numerous giants over 
the magical 50” mark, a great average 
size between about 15 to 20lbs, and red 
hot action from mind boggling numbers 
of muskies per acre, unquestionably 
the hottest toothy action in the lower 
Midwest. What’s more is that it’s also 

one of the best largemouth bass fisheries 
in the Midwest, with 100 plus bass days 
possible and coughing up trophies to over 
9lbs in recent years. Kinkaid is also a 
crappie factory, loaded with high numbers 
of specs and possibly the best water for 
size, producing at least 4 giants over 
4lbs! Kinkaid also provides fall fishing 
for smallmouth bass, walleyes, catfish, 
bluegills, sunfish, and white bass too.

*Kentucky Lake
 Western Kentucky’s Kentucky Lake, 
and its connecting sister body of water 
Lake Barkley, might very well be the best 
bass fishing waters in this part of the 
country, and definitely rates one of the 
world’s top 10 choices for a combination 
of both largemouth and smallmouth bass. 
It’s also a good spotted bass fishery, an 
excellent bluegill and sunfish water, and 
offers crappie, catfish and a variety of 
other species available to fall anglers. 
Kentucky and Barkley give up lots of big 
bass every year, including smallmouth 
over 6lbs and largemouth over 10!

 FINE FALL FISHIN THE MIDWEST
Autumn Action Heats Up Soon

By: Colby Simms with  Chris Shannon
Photos by: The Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com



EXCELLENT BEAR, MOOSE AND 
GROUSE (PARTRIDGE) HUNTING

Lodge is located in the Heart of Wildlife 
Management Units 15a and 15b

GREAT FALL WALLEYE
& NORTHERN FISHING

Fall is a Great Time to 
Catch Trophy Fish!

Your Hosts- Brian and Sid Prystanski c/o 415 Parkway Drive, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada P7C 5C6
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H&H Fish & Seafood
CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN

Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
(Fish Fried by the Pound), Flathead,

Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded 

Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle, 
Chicken Wings, Gizzards, 
HM Tenderloins & More 309-543-0062

Winter Hours:
Tues – Sat 12:00pm – 6:00pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL 
(across from McDonald’s)

COLBY SIMMS is a multiple bass 
& muskie tournament champ and 

multiple circuit championship title 
holder, record holding guide, public 

speaker, award winning international 
writer and network 

TV & radio personality, and Owner 
of Colby Simms Outdoors LLC,
offering tackle, professional 
promotions, media services, 

seminars & public appearances, 
and guided trips & fishing vacations in 

the U.S., Canada, Mexico & 
Costa Rica at: www.

ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 
618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and 
follow them at: www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & www.
facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors .

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

*Webster Lake
 Indiana’s Webster Lake is a popular 
spot for fall muskie fishing, and offers 
opportunities for bass and panfish as well. 
Webster has the potential to produce 
some big muskies and has a high number 
of toothy fish per acre of water.

*Saint Francis River
 The Upper Saint Francis River in 
Southeast Missouri is one of the best 
stream smallmouth bass and rock 
bass fisheries in the region, while 
the lower river produces great fishing 
for largemouth bass and white bass. 
Walleyes, catfish, crappies, bluegills and 
sunfish are available as well, in one of 
the most picturesque streams imaginable, 
with white water paddling available in 
the upper section. In fact, this is one of 
the few places in this part of the world 
where guests can book guided white 
water fishing trips, taking runs through 
portions of the upper river that produce 
both whitewater to class 3 and also hot 
action from big smallmouth and rock bass 
when the water levels are right.

*Cedar Lake
 Located in Illinois’ Shawnee National 
Forest, majestic Cedar Lake is the state’s 
number one location for anglers after truly 
large striped bass, those prairie state 
monsters surpassing 25lbs. In fact, there 
may be no better place to fish in Illinois for 
those seeking a new state record striper. 
The lake also offers crappie, bluegill and 
sunfish, catfish, and high numbers of big 
largemouth bass as well.  

*Get Out There
 The glorious fall season is upon us, 

and for most of our staff guides and I this 
is a time to celebrate. It’s a time to venture 
out to enjoy the very best that nature has to 
offer, amazing scenery, flawless weather, 
and some of the hottest fishing of the 
entire year. We still have dates available 
for guided charters and lodging at several 
of our top fall fishing locations, so contact 
right away (618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 
/ ColbySimmsOutdoors.com) to make sure 
you can get in during the peak of the fall 
period. You can also now follow us on 
Facebook for fishing updates & info. The 
only real mistake though is letting time 
pass you by. Life seems to fly by in a flash 
today. Don’t let life pass you by. Enjoy the 
magnificence of the wilderness, and lose 
yourself in it for the ultimate recharge of 
the internal batteries. Get out there…
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THE BASICS OF SPINNERBAITS IN CLEAR WATER

By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits

(309) 694-1774
 After all my years of using other 
people’s spinnerbaits followed by making 
and using my own patterns and types, I 
could probably write a book on all of the 
aspects and tactics and finer points of 
spinnerbait fishing. Instead, this month I 
will just touch upon the “basics” of using 
spinnerbaits in Clear Water for largemouth 
bass.  In short, there is NO magic formula 
that applies to every situation in which 
you will find yourself. Clear water is found 
in many places, lakes (large and small), 
streams and even rivers, and “clear water” 
spinnerbaits are the ones that get bit the 
best and most often! For example, of the 
clearest lakes I have ever fished, there 
were two choices…one a former gravel 
pit of approximately 20-foot average 
depth and the other a reclaimed strip 
mine pit averaging up to 60 feet deep. In 
the first lake, the best spinnerbait for the 
job was always dressed with a Red/Black 
head, Red and Black holographic skirt and 
Willow blades with a metallic Red back 
and polished Nickel inside. In the second 
lake the bass preferred a spinnerbait that 
featured a Green and Off-White head, 
Green, Black and Off-White skirt and 
tandem polished Nickel Willow/Colorado 
blades. Most anglers probably would 
never choose either pattern to start with in 
fishing either of these impoundments, but 
through extensive trial and error, those are 
the go to bait in both of those lakes!

Clear Water Colors:
 When choosing clear water colors, 
begin with selections in the “natural” bait 
patterns and subtle wispy translucent 
colors that are present in the prey that 
lives in those lakes and streams. Smoke 
colors, wispy silvers and golds, and mild 

watermelon or pumpkinseed colors are 
good choices for any lures, plastics, 
crankbaits and yes-even spinnerbaits.  
But there are times when Bass seem to 
be very aggressive and will attack and 
inhale just about everything you wouldn’t 
think have in color choices for clear water. 
Spawning time is one of those times. 
This is when Fire tiger, bright Chartreuse 
and other “loud” colors really outshine 
the natural subtle tones you would first 
choose to throw. At these times, bass 
are striking lures out of reaction and or 
very aggressive feeding like in a school 
feeding situation.  The rule of thumb here 
is to throw your loudest most obnoxious 
color to attract the immediate attention of 
those aggressive bass. If your subtle tones 
aren’t working, dial up the pattern to your 
boldest color in the arsenal!

Distance, Depth and Speed:
 Many times the very deepest lakes 
can and do have the most “gin clear” water 
that can be found, and here is where heavy 
deep running spinnerbaits come into play. 
Bass that will strike these lures that run in 
the 6 to 8 to10 foot depths typically won’t 
rise up to strike your shallower running 
spinnerbaits  2 to 4 foot deep. The biggest 
obstacle here is finding a spinnerbait that 
will stay in those depths through a normal 
retrieve. Spinnerbaits with a weight of ¾ 

25 Thunderbird Circle
Litchfield, IL 62056

(217) 324-6031

to 1 ounce with single willow blades work 
well in this situation, as does a single 
Colorado blade, but the single Colorado 
has a tendency to ride up in the water 
column and the single willow will ride 
lower and stay down. Casting distance 
also affects this tactic. Long cast will work 
best many times as the strikes will occur 
farther from the bank or boat where the 
bass cannot see you or your boat. Speed is 
also an important factor as faster moving 
baits give the bass a quick glimpse rather 
than a long look at your lure, and they will 
chase it down as escaping prey. This is 
achieved by using smaller sized blades 
like found on the new “burner baits” with 
larger heads and smaller blade combos.  
In addition, deep cup Colorado blades 
will run faster than the standard Colorado 
found on most lures. This is where custom 
spinnerbaits are the best choices rather 

than of the shelf commercial brands.

Clear Water Blade Choices:
 Smooth blades are generally a better 
choice than hammered finish blades and 
real Silver rather than polished nickel is 
another option. Additionally, the new half-
gold and half-nickel or silver are a great 
choice in clear water. However, they are not 
typically found on lures found in stores. But, 
this is definitely another custom lure option. 
These bi-metallic blades put off a different 
kind of “flash” that fish can see and will 
prefer over the same sized single tone 
silver or gold blades. Also, do not overlook 
brass and/or copper as a choice for blades 
as sometimes these different golds toned 
colors can and do work well in clear water. 
I have been playing around with the “Black 
Nickel” blades lately and find that they do 
put off a very subdued flash in daylight and 

www.actionpwrsports.com
Like us on Facebook @ Action Powersports Illinois



and chartreuse on the other are good 
here also. Moreover, regarding the shad 
colored baits, my blades are polished 
silver or nickel on the back and pearl white 
inside…again a custom feature not found 
on stock spinnerbaits.

Last of All…Size Matters:
 Unlike environment, size is another 
variable you can control like color, 
pattern speed, etc. Start by varying the 
size of your spinnerbait until you find the 
one the fish are after, be it ¼ ounce up to 
¾ or 1 ounce. I will try first the biggest 
skirt and blades I can get away with on a 
3/8-ounce lure…very often much bigger 
than commercial baits offer on their 
selections. I will use a 5-6-inch skirt and 
oversized willow blades and have found 
these options more often catch bigger 
Bass. Like the old saying, “Big Bass Like 
Big Baits…” But, on the flip side of the 
coin if that’s not working for you try a half 
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clear water and have to be in consideration 
also. These blades once only used for low 
light and night fishing applications have 
come into their own and produce well 
during daylight hours.

You Gotta Like The Wind:
 It’s true that along with clear water, 
time of day, time of year, air temp, water 
temp and all those other factors that 
affect the Bass bite, wind is a primary 
variable when spinnerbait  fishing clear 
water. Many times, I have found that a 
steady or recurring wind putting a nice 
“chop” on the surface can really turn on 
a spinnerbait bite! Especially on wind- 
blown points or banks where baitfish 
stack up and the bass follow to gorge 
on this smorgasbord of prey. My favorite 
patterns in this situation are a holographic 
shad pattern, white on white or even most 
combinations of chartreuse and white. 
Bi-colored blades of white on one side 

Todd Hodgson
217-473-1009

Gary Hodgson
217-81-7975

EVERGREEN LAKE & COMLARA PARK
GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.

309-434-6770
www.McleanCountyIL.gov/parks

13001 Recreation Area Dr., 
Hudson, IL 61748

(10 miles N. of Bloomington/
Normal off I-39)

STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

sized 2-3-inch skirt with smaller blades 
and shorter arm lengths like those found 
on the new “burner baits”. Because 
like that other old saying that usually 
follows the first “… But Elephants Like 
Peanuts!”
 Incorporate these simple variables 
when fishing spinnerbaits in clear water 
and your catch rates and catch sizes 
should and will increase this season. If you 
are having trouble finding those smaller 

skirts, larger skirts, special patterns and/
or blades, go to the Raptor Premium 
Spinnerbaits Facebook page and check out 
my selection of lures and maybe we can 
help you become a more successful angler. 
In addition, we will soon be launching a 
new Website and I’ll post updates in next 
month’s issue of ASO Magazine, so until 
next month, Good Luck, Good Fishing, and 
we’ll see you somewhere on the water. 

1861
PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE

ORDER YOUR CONFEDERATE FLAGS AND SHOP ONLINE AT:
www.BransonDixieOutfitters.com

OVER 2000
T-SHIRT DESIGNS!
COME SEE US IN BRANSON!

1819 WEST HWY 76, STE. A
BRANSON, MO 65616

(just 2 blocks west of Dixie Stampede)

(417) 336-3494
BransonDixieOutfitters@yahoo.com

SOUTHERN HERITAGE STORE

Top: Ronnie Austin And Ally Cooper learn 
the finer points of kayaking on the Meramec 
River near Steelville, Missouri. Thanks 
to ASO Writers Bill Cooper for the great 
photos of his grandchildren.

Right: It’s tough being a kid on the river. 
Do you paddle, snorkel or eat popsicles? Ally Cooper. 
Thanks to ASO Writer Bill Cooper for sending this great photo.



30 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” September 2018

FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER 

X590 

$1,000 
off1 

THE X590 OFFERS ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION, 
POWER STEERING, POWER LIFT...ALL AT A GREAT 
PRICE! 

NEW XUV 835R COMES 
WITH HEAT & AIR 
CONDITIONED CABS!  
 

XUV835R 

3.9% Financing for 60 
Months*9a 

MORTON, IL 61550 

 

1900 S MAIN  

309-266-5928 

*Offer ends 2/28/2018 1 Offer ends 02/28/2018. Prices and model availability may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. Available at participating dealers.9 3.9% APR is for 60 months only. For consumer use only.aSubject 
to approved credit on Revolving plan, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Valid only at participating US Dealers.  

A0E02BYCU2N65753-00043406 

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!  

The Spoon River Valley 
Scenic Drive Associates 

invite you to come to 
Fulton County to enjoy the 

natural wonders of the Spoon 
River Valley. Featuring Arts, 

Antiques, Crafts, 
Entertainment, Flea Market 

and Lots of Good Food!

309-647-8980 • Email: spoonriverdrive@mail.com
Web: SpoonRiverDrive.org

October 6, 7, 13 & 14, 2018

WOOD DUCK HUNTING

HARDWOOD WETLANDS, FARM PONDS, 
SMALL CREEKS AND RIVERS COMPRISE 
THE PREFERRED HABITAT OF WOOD 
DUCKS. HERE’S THREE BASIC WAYS TO 
HUNT THEM.
 WADE HUNTING: Sneak along 
small creeks of the sort you find in 
piedmont and coastal plain country across 
the South, approaching each twist and 
turn of the stream’s meandering flow 
while you are on red alert. This is usually 
best done by wading, because the banks 
of the stream will help provide cover. 
However, if the creek is too deep (streams 
15 to 20 feet wide, not rivers), you can 
take to the shoreline as necessary. With 
sufficient stealth and woodsman’s skills, 
it’s possible to get well within gun range 
before the ducks see you and take wing. 
Often they idle in eddies or quiet water 
where a stream makes a big turn, and 
that behavioral pattern lets you get close. 
This is strictly a one-man operation, and 
for those who revel in solitude the wade-
watch-and-listen technique is a dandy.
 FLOAT HUNTING: Use a johnboat or 
a canoe to get to the ducks. This is the 
obvious route to take on small rivers that 
are too deep for wading, but also too small 
for larger boats to navigate. The “paddle 
’em up” approach is also ideal for getting 
to woodies stationed way back at the 
end of narrow sloughs, and a canoe can 
come in handy when you want to enter a 
hardwood swamp (a favorite hideaway 
for woodies) that might stretch for miles. 
It’s basically a two-man operation, with 
a guy in the back doing the paddling and 
the gunner sitting in the front of the boat 
or canoe. Rotate on the paddle to keep 
everything fair.
 When hunting hardwood swamps, 
especially extensive ones (and there are 

swamps meeting this general description 
all along the Atlantic and Gulf coastal 
plains), be sure you have a compass or 
a GPS, or stay close to familiar runs. 
Otherwise you could find yourself lost in 
a wood duck wilderness or, as the wife of 
a friend who was once involved in such 
a hunt put it, a participant in “an idiot 
roundup.”
 HUNTING WOOD DUCKS ON 
SMALL PONDS: If you have the good 
fortune to have access to a bunch of farm 
ponds (the one- to 10-acre size that wood 
ducks love), spend some time creeping or 
crawling up to them. Usually this is best 
done by using the dam as cover, although 
if you peek over the dam top only to find 
woodies are out of range somewhere 

FLIGINGER’S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER
1900 S. MAIN • MORTON, IL 61550

309-266-5928

By Jim Casada

on the pond, a strategic retreat and 
reassessment of your options is in order. 
In such situations there’s a real advantage 
to hunting with a buddy. If the ducks are 
out of range when you spot them, try to 

figure out which way they are likely to fly 
when one of you shows your face. If the 
other guy can sneak into that flight path, 
he can get some pass-shooting.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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OPEN:
Mon.-Sat.

at 7aM

208 N. Lincoln Dr. • Troy, MO 63379

(636) 528-4060

BUZZY’S TACKLE
Quality Tackle • Fishing Permits • Live Bait • Hunting Permits

DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE!

810 Deal St. • Highland, IL

618-654-3813
korte-meats.com

PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 
Variety of Bratwurst, Variety of Burger, Breakfast Sausage, Polish Sausage, 

Variety of Salami, Variety of Salami Sticks, Bacon, Bologna, Hot Dogs, 
Jerky, Summer Sausage and Snack Sticks

OPEN: Tues - Fri 8am - 6pm & Sat 8am - 3:30pm
Drop off during Archery season: Sunday 9:30am-10:30am & 7pm-8pm and Mondays 8am-10am

Check Facebook for Weekend Hours During the Seasons!

MDC SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT ON POSSIBLE REGULATION 
CHANGE FOR CRAPPIE FISHING AT WAPPAPELLO LAKE
By Candice Davis
WAPPAPELLO, MO – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) is seeking 
public input on a possible regulation change 
for crappie fishing at Wappapello Lake in 
Wayne County to both allow anglers to keep 
more crappie and promote more consistency 
in the quality of the fishery. Wappapello Lake 
is a popular fishing location in Southeast 
Missouri. According to MDC, crappie are the 
most popular fish sought by anglers fishing 
the lake.
 Under the existing MDC regulation, 
anglers may harvest a daily limit of 30 white 
and black crappie combined with a minimum 
length of 9 inches. Under the proposed 

regulation change, there will be no minimum 
length limit for crappie. The daily limit will 
remain at 30 crappie, but not more than 15 of 
those fish could be above 9 inches.
 “Only about two percent of the black 
crappie in Wappapello ever reach nine inches,” 
explained MDC Fisheries Management 
Biologist Dave Knuth. “Therefore, not many 
black crappie get harvested by anglers with 
the current regulation.”
 The proposed regulation change would 
allow anglers to harvest more of the slow 
growing black crappie, while preventing 
overharvest of white crappie.
 “I hope to see a lot of the anglers at 
these upcoming meetings and have the 

opportunity to visit with them about this 
proposed change,” Knuth said.
 MDC will hold two public meetings 
focusing on the proposed regulation change 
for Wappapello Lake:
•  Sept. 17, 6 to 8 p.m. at New Home 

General Baptist Church, 1864 Hwy AA, 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901.

•  Sept. 18, 6 to 8 p.m. at Greenville 
Elementary Gymnasium, 195 Walnut St., 
Greenville, MO 63944

 MDC invites public comment on the 
proposed regulation change online at www.
mdc.mo.gov/CrappieComments.
Fishing regulations can vary between 
waters so anglers should check regulations 
for the specific waters they are fishing. For 
more information about fishing in Missouri, 
visit https://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing.

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:

 BATTERIES FOR:
Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone, 

Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack 
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.  

We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!

When you think batteries…............THINK

DEEP
CYCLE

Fisheries Management Biologist 
Dave Knuth holds a crappie at 
Wappapello Lake. Knuth looks 
forward to meeting with anglers 

to discuss the proposed regulation 
change at the September open houses 

in Greeneville and Poplar Bluff.
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MDC, MODOT, MISSOURI PRAIRIE FOUNDATION 
COLLABORATE ON INVASIVE SPECIES STRIKE TEAM
By  Candice Davis

Our Prices Won’t Be Beat On War Eagle Boat, Motor & Trailer Packages!!!

BACKWATERS MARINE
4136 Pontoon Rd. • Granite City, IL

sales@backwatersmarine.com
618-931-0919 • www.backwatersmarine.com

War Eagle 648 LDV with 25hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller: War Eagle 648 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate 
Floor, Navigation Lights, Bilge Pump, 25hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $9,600.00

War Eagle 860 with 50hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller:  
War Eagle 860 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation 
Lights, 50hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $14,695.00

War Eagle 754 with 40hp Evinrude E-TEC: War 
Eagle 754 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation 
Lights, 40hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . .$12,795.00*

WE DELIVER ALL OVER THE MIDWEST! WE WON’T BE 
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CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC), Missouri 
Department of Transportation (MoDOT), 
and the Missouri Prairie Foundation (MPF) 
have partnered to work with contractors to 
eliminate invasive plants along roadways 
from the top of Ste. Genevieve County, all 
the way to the southern border of Missouri. 
According to Nate Muenks, MDC’s habitat 
management coordinator, 723 miles of 
roadways will be spot treated for invasive 
plants, in a phased approach.
 “MDC is thrilled to partner with MoDOT, 
MPF and the contractors to take this proactive 
approach against the threat of invasive 
plants,” Muenks said. “When invasive plants 
are left to thrive, they choke out native 
plants. The reduction in native plants can 
destroy valuable habitat and is very hard on 
our wildlife populations.”
 Of the 723 miles of highway that will be 
spot treated for invasive plants, 165 miles are 
along Interstate 55. The other 558 miles are 
along roadways connecting to the Interstate, 
all near or in Conservation Opportunity Areas 
(COA). COAs are geographical areas where 
broad conservation goals are best met. 
MDC, with the help of conservation partners, 
identifies COAs throughout the state where 
investments in the prioritized areas can 
increase the likelihood of long-term success, 
maximize effectiveness over large landscapes, 
improve funding efficiency and promote 
cooperative efforts with other agencies for 
benefits that cross property lines.
 Muenks said MDC, MoDOT, MPF and 
the contractors all see the value in working 
together to combat the prolific spread of 
invasive plants.
 “Our roadways are a major traveling 
corridor, for not only public transportation 
but also in the spread of invasive weeds,” 
said Mark Aufdenberg, a MoDOT roadside 
manager. “It’s surprising how invasive seeds 
are spread through vehicle movement, so if 
we can treat our roadways and stop them 
before they go onto other properties and 
conservation areas, that’s a good thing.”
 Aufdenberg said the cooperative 
project supplements MoDOT roadside 
management and allows MoDOT employees 
to focus more time on maintaining roadway 
surfaces and safety.
 “Having the help from contractors 
and other agencies is a big benefit to us,” 
Aufdenberg said. “We don’t want to give 
invasive weeds the right of way.”
 Aufdenberg said the contractors will 
not broadcast spray herbicides across the 

entire roadsides, but will instead spot-spray, 
targeting only the invasive plants.
 “This targeted, specific approach will 
protect the good plants, while targeting the 
bad,” he said.
 MPF agrees that the state’s roadways 
provide connectivity across the state, and 
not just for people. The MPF is a private, 
nonprofit, conservation organization with a 
mission to protect and restore prairies and 
other native grasslands, some of the most 
biologically diverse habitats in the state.
 “We’re very concerned with the control 
of invasive species on the property we own 
and we’re very pleased to work in partnership 
with MDC, MoDOT and the other entities 
involved in this project,” said Carol Davit, 
MPF’s executive director. “Invasive plants 
pose real environmental and economic 
threats to our state, and collaboration is key 
in this fight.”
 Davit said the project is also important 
because the work is happening in highly 
trafficked areas.
 “Because this work is very visible 
along the roadways, we hope to inspire 
Missourians, and travelers in general, 
to be vigilant and take action against 
invasive plants on their own property as 
well,” Davit said.
 Aufdenberg asks drivers in southeast 
Missouri to watch out for the contractors as 
they work along the roadways. Drivers will 
see large, orange, diamond shaped signs 

that say, “Invasive Plant Strike Team” where 
workers are spraying.
 “Please slow down and give them some 
room as they work,” Aufdenberg said. “Safety 
is most important in our roadside projects.”
Muenks said MDC can help private 
landowners who want to eliminate invasive 
plants and improve wildlife habitat on their 
land. More information for landowners is 
available at www.mdc.mo.gov/property. 

Drivers will see work along 723 
miles of roadways as Missouri’s 

cooperative Invasive Species Strike 
Team works to spot treat invasive 
plants. This proactive approach 

will protect the good plants while 
targeting the ones that don’t 

belong in the region.
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MDC: HELP LOCAL GEESE STAY 
HEALTHY BY NOT FEEDING THEM
By  Candice Davis
CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO – Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) employees 
temporarily trapped a total of 900 Canada 
geese over the last two weeks in the state’s 
southeast region. Geese were collected 
and banded, then quickly released, in Cape 
Girardeau, Dexter, Farmington, Jackson and 
Poplar Bluff. Although Regional population 
numbers are stable, biologists are concerned 
to see some that had irreparable wing damage 
caused by poor diet. This is commonly called 
“angel wing” where the end of the wing 
twists outward from the body.
 “We see it in more urban areas where 
the geese are fed bread or cereal by well-
intentioned people,” said Nicole Walker, a MDC 
wildlife management biologist. “Unfortunately, 
bread doesn’t have the nutrients geese need, 
so they may develop drooping wings and can 
even lose their ability to fly.”
 Artificially fed geese may show signs of 
malnutrition by being underweight or show 
poor molting or unhealthy wing feathers, 
Walker said. In natural settings, waterfowl 
seek and feed on a variety of nutritious foods 
such as aquatic plants, natural grains, and 
invertebrates such as insects and worms. 
People tend to feed bread, corn, and popcorn 
to geese, which are low in protein and very 
poor substitutes for their natural foods.  
Feeding geese can also artificially congregate 
birds in areas creating a situation where too 
many birds quickly become a nuisance to the 
public in some settings.
 “It’s like feeding a person a daily diet 
of donuts,” Walker said. “If most of a diet 

and privately-owned ponds are not overrun 
with birds to the point that they are a 
nuisance. 
 Walker said that while the larger 
population tends to ebb and flow depending 
on larger weather patterns, it is very 
important for wildlife management agencies 
to manage the populations at a local level.  
In some cases, MDC works with landowners 
and communities to make ponds and lakes 
less attractive to deter Canada geese.
 “By continuing these monitoring and 
banding efforts we can keep a close eye on 

is filler ingredients with no nutrients, there 
won’t be a healthy result.”
 Walker said the solution is to simply 
stop feeding the geese and allow them to find 
natural foods that meet their biological needs.
 “If everyone stops feeding the geese, 
they won’t disappear,” she said. “Families 
can still enjoy viewing geese and parents 
can teach children how to respect the 
geese, learn about them and help them by 
not interfering.”
 Canada geese are banded in several 
portions of the Mississippi Flyway each year 
for the purpose of learning about production 
of young, mapping the distribution and timing 
of the harvest and to calculate survival and 
recovery rates. When examining the geese, 
biologists note the general health of each 
bird, look for a brood patch in the adult 
females indicating that they laid eggs this 
year, and look for abnormalities such as foot 
damage or past injury. For geese that are 
recaptures, they check to ensure their band 
is still legible and attached correctly, and 
replace or adjust it to better fit the leg.
“At this time the population within our 
flyway is looking very positive,” Walker 
said. She added that the last survey of 
giant Canada geese across the Mississippi 
Flyway between 2016 and 2017 observed 
an increase in the population by roughly 
16 percent, indicating a stable to growing 
population. However, where biologists are 
managing wildlife in suburban environments, 
the trick is to find the right balance of goose 
numbers so that local parks, golf courses, 

these populations, monitor harvest trends, 
track general movements of birds within 
the areas, and keep an eye on overall bird 
health,” she said.
 For more information on waterfowl in 
Missouri, go online to www.mdc.mo.gov.

When examining the geese, biologists 
note the general health of each bird. 
For geese that are recaptures, they 
check to ensure their band is still 

legible and attached correctly, and 
replace or adjust it to better fit the leg.

Keeping Geese Healthy- Wildlife 
management biologists are concerned 

to see some local geese with irreparable 
wing damage. Commonly called “angel 
wing”, where the end of the wing twists 
outward from the body, this is caused 
by people feeding the geese bread and 

other nutrient deficient foods.
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REVISITING OLD FISHING 
GROUNDS PAYS OFF

  I have my 
f a v o r i t e 
places to 
fish, but 
sometimes I 

get the urge to return to areas I have not 
fished in years. Such was the case a few 
weeks ago. I loaded my kayak and fishing 
gear and headed to Scott’s Ford on the 
Meramec River near Steelville, Missouri
 The Missouri Department of Conservation 
maintains a gravel access and parking lot at 
Scott’s Ford, on Thurman Lake Road, the sight 
of a bridge low to the water. Years ago a two-
track bridge made of railroad ties was called 
Hog Trough Bridge.
 The current swept me quickly away 
from the access and Fagan’s Campground. 
Within minutes I felt I had been transported 
into another world, far away from the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life. How lucky we 
are to enjoy the upper Meramec, where 
riverside development is relatively scarce.
 I rigged three rods prior to leaving 
the access. The first I tied on on a buzzbait 

for topwater action. I rigged a pearl white 
Fluke, the ultimate dying minnow imitation 
lure, on my second rod. A Tackle HD craw 
decorated the line on my third rod. With this 
trio of baits, I had three areas of the water 
column covered, the top, subsurface, and 
the bottom.
 I tossed my buzzbait to a cluster of large 
rocks at water’s edge and began the clattering 
retrieve. The blade had scarcely begun to spin 
when a smallmouth struck. Caught totally off 
guard, because I did not suspect a strike on 
my first cast, I missed the hook up. The sight 
of a nice fish splashing water in all directions 
when it struck my buzzbait set the tone for 
the rest of my trip, however. 
 Every fishing trip has its highs and lows. 
The immediate strike on the buzzbait brought 
quick elation. However, ten minutes and 
numerous casts later, I had not had another 
strike. I went to plan b.
 If I could carry only one lure on a 
smallmouth fishing trip, it would be the 
Fluke made by Zoom. The slender, plastic 
bait works remarkably well when jigged 

ever so slightly. 
Rigged on a 3/0 hook 
the bait sinks slowly. 
Just a twitch of the 
rod tip sends the bait 
into a convincing zig-
zag as it continues 
to sink pattern, 
perfectly imitating 
the death throws of a 
dying minnow. 
 It only took a 
few casts to garner 
my first strike. A 
chunky goggle-eye, 
just a bit short of the 
8-inch legal length limit, ate the Fluke. That 
red-eyed fish must have had an enormous 
appetite. Super Flukes are 5-inches in length.
 Next, a 9-inch smallmouth inhaled 
the bait. In the strong current the fish felt 
much larger. It’s beautifully marked bronze 
body glistened in the early morning sunlight 
as I slipped it back into the water to fight 
another day.

 The action wasn’t as fast paced as 
I would have liked, so I switched baits. 
I replaced the Fluke with a Zoom 5-inch 
finesse worm in green pumpkin with a 
chartreuse tail. Fish responded immediately, 
and the action picked up.
 I tossed out a small anchor to hold me 
in place at a particularly good-looking spot. I 
would have bet money that a big smallmouth 

By Bill Cooper

Revisiting old fishing grounds paid off handsomely for Bill 
Cooper, with this massive Meramec River largemouth bass.
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called that spot home. Rocks, shallow water 
leading to deeper water, current; all the 
elements of good smallmouth habitat came 
together in this place. 
 My cast landed the finesse worm 
exactly where I wanted it, at the upper 
end of a big boulder. I twitched the worm 
slightly. The current caught it and swept it 
around the boulder into a drop into deeper 
water. A heavy fish slammed the worm.
 I set the hook firmly and the big 
smallmouth headed upstream steadily 
stripping line from my spinning reel. My 
heart raced. I knew the fish was more than 
likely to be my big fish of the day.
 As the smallmouth tired, I slowly 
worked it closer to my kayak and caught 
the first glimpse of it in the dingy water. It 
appeared much larger than I first thought. 
When I thought I had the big fish subdued, I 
began a steady tug to bring it to hand.
 All looked good as I got my second good 
look at the fish as it came up. I immediately 
figured the smallmouth went 3 1/2 pounds, 
maybe 4. Broad and thick at the shoulders, it 
was a real trophy. The big fish rolled and 
flopped on the surface, splashing water in 
every direction.  A sickening “ping” rang out 
as my line snapped. My elation turned to 

sorrow in the flick of a tail. 
 I recovered quickly and resumed 
casting. Thirty minutes later, I turned my 
kayak out of the current and into a long, deep 
cove.  Midway back a big tree hung over the 
bay, close to the water’s surface. The bank 
underneath was riddled with crayfish holes. 
I tossed my Tackle HD Craw towards the 
bank and let it settle. I hopped it twice and 
my line stopped. I set the hook and the fish 
swam slowly towards a brush pile. I applied 
pressure, but the fish lunged, and I realized 
it was quite large. It made it into the brush 
pile and wrapped me up. I figured that was 
the end of the fight.
 Carefully I grasped a limb in the brush 
pile and tugged at it. The big bass shot out 
of the brush and into open water, where I got 
a glimpse of it. It was a huge largemouth, 
perhaps 6 or 7 pounds, much bigger than the 
smallmouth I had lost earlier.
 I talked myself through the motions of 
slowly tiring the fish out. Minutes later I 
grasped the heavy maw of the monster bass 
and swung it into the kayak. 
 That one fish made the trip. I will not 
wait so long next time to revisit that portion 
of the Meramec River.
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 October 1st is how soon? If you’re 
like me, you might have gotten your bow 
out once or twice over the summer. But 
the weather has been so hot it wasn’t fun 
to shoot when sweat was dripping down 
your face and other places too. It made the 
target hard to see too. Add to that all the 
summer back yard parties and other stuff 
to do. It just didn’t leave much daylight 
left for shooting. And I’ve tried setting up 
lights and shooting in the dark. I think that 
makes the neighbors nervous. So I don’t 
do that anymore.
 So now here we are just a month 
and a few days from opening day of bow 
season. Now if you’re like us. Deer season 
in general is a big deal for us. Weather 
shooting shotgun or bow or both, to us 
makes no difference.  Some of the family 
does both, some of us prefer one over 
the other. The important thing for us, is 
filling our freezer and if mother nature 
is generous, so are we. We gladly share 
our harvest with friends and neighbors. 
Sometimes it makes a real difference to a 
family. Sometimes an old hunter who can’t 
hunt anymore and would really like a roast 
or some burger for their chilli. Sometimes 
a family in need. 
 We teach our kids that we live in a 

community. It’s a community we have built, 
but none the less it works the same way. 
We help those who can’t help themselves 
without asking anything in return. So as 
we approach deer season, our daughters 
prepare for it as well. We have one who 
likes to shoot archery and can’t wait to get 
her own permit. The other loves to shoot 
guns and loves to sit in the deer stands 
with us. She loves watching the “action” 
on the field.
 That might be a mother deer and her 
fawn’s playing near the edge of the field. 

DID SOMEONE SAY BOW 
SEASON?

That might be the squirrels scurrying 
about, burying their nuts. That might be 
a hawk flying low over the freshly picked 
field, looking for a mouse or squirrel for 
dinner. That might just be some turkeys 
gobbling their way through the field. That 
might be a pack of coyote’s traveling 
through. Or the call of the great horned 
owl. It’s heard every night and the kids 
know as soon as he gives the ‘all clear’ 
the ‘action’ starts. The excitement I see in 
their eyes is fun to see. 
 So as we get closer and closer to 
October 1st, we break out the bows and 
arrows and make sure, everything is good 
to go. We check the nocks, the points, the 
inserts, the shafts for dents and bends. 

Then we get to it. I’m happy to say the kids 
have a system here at the house. Safety 
is always first. They know their bows are 
as deadly as their guns. They aren’t toys 
and no horseplay is allowed. That being 
the case. We have a sign the girls made. 
It’s large. Half a poster board to be exact 
and it says. “Archery in Progress! :)” They 
put it on the back door when they go out. 
That way no one lets the dogs out the back 
door. Or a bad accident could happen. 
 Then there’s the days when we head to 
the farm or as we call it Aunt Jo and Uncle 
Mark’s house. They have room for us to 
shoot and no dogs to worry about. Besides 
uncle mark has made us a target and set 
up a range of 20 yards. 30 yards. 40 yards. 

By Crystal Routley
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50 yards and even 60 yards. This makes 
it super easy to train for competitions. 
We got out the bows and quiver full of 
arrows. The armguards and the gloves. 
Yep neither of us uses a release. We both 
use traditional gloves.  Then we headed 
for our homemade archery range.
 First we practiced at 60 yards. This 
went over great. The first pull, I won’t lie, it 
was a bit of a struggle. So needless to say 
the arrow might have missed the target. 
(who left that bucket there anyway?) Then 
laughing we pulled the arrow free and 
continued our practice. Which we clearly 
needed. Shot after horrible shot. We 
flung arrows down that trail to the target. 
Laughing at each other, but really trying to 
improve. We know how important it is to 
be confident enough within ourselves, to 
be able to make one shot, one kill. This 
is serious business, I know and we don’t 
take it lightly. But having a little fun at the 
target range is okay in my book as long as 
when hunting season is here, the joking 
stops and we focus.  
 My oldest daughter refuses to use 
sights and I am just learning how fantastic 
sights are. So I was trying to show her rather 
than tell her once again that she needs 
sights on her compound bow. I mean I get 

it, when you go from traditional shooting to 
compound bow, there’s a lot to learn. And 
everyone has an opinion. Carbon arrows 
or aluminum or fiberglass. Four fletched 
or 3 fletched. Then there’s the arrow rest. 
Whisker Biscuit or fall away? Then the 
blasted sights and lining up the right pin 
for the right yardage. All the details could 
make a girls head spin. Geez!  
 So we flung arrows, with no sights 
on her bow, and myself learning to use 
them. Both of us wearing traditional 
gloves instead of releases. All we really 
accomplished was toning our muscles and 
practicing our stance. Without pictures and 
video you don’t realize some bad habits 
you might have. Like pulling away from 
the bow at the last second or bowing your 
back when you should be holding your gut 
firm. Standing with your feet just a certain 
way, I’ve been told can help too. It never 
worked for me, so out the window that 
goes. We also learned we are awesome 
at synchronized shooting! Who would have 
guessed? We should start a new sport!
 As we get closer to October 1st, we 
will get everything fined tuned and dialed 
in. The arrows will be fixed and buckets 
replaced. Then we’ll head to our stands 
and hope that mother nature is generous 

this year. Even if all we do is watch the 
show, that’s okay with me. We’ll make due 
with buying our food from the stores. It’s 
not as good, but it works in a pinch.
So if you are as lucky as I am, you already 
know how awesome it is, to have a family 
that enjoys the outdoors together. This 
year for bow season I’m looking forward 
to having a hunting buddy in my stand 
with me. Here’s to new adventures and 
new experiences! May our children never 
lose their passion for the outdoor world. 
May the traditions continue on through 
our children’s children.
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 Lake of the Ozarks bass anglers need 
to “go with the flow” to get in on the best 
fishing action during September. 
 By September, the summer heat has 
generated bath-water temperatures and 
depleted oxygen levels in the shallows of 
lakes and ponds throughout the state.  These 
conditions make for some tough fishing 
during the month, but anglers can still catch 
plenty of fish at Lake of the Ozarks by seeking 
waters with plenty of current.  When fishing 
the headwaters of the lake, bass anglers will 
discover the current in these waters create 
a cool, oxygen-rich environment that makes 
bass more aggressive feeders. So Lake of 
the Ozarks anglers should “go with the flow” 
for the best bass action at the lake during 
early fall. 
 When September arrives, veteran 
tournament angler Mike Malone starts 
running up the Osage arm of the lake to 
catch bass.  
 “Those fish are moving at that time 
and the baitfish are moving and bass get 
predominantly on those mud flats (on the 
upper Osage arm),” he says.  “If you can 
figure out what area of that upper reach is 
on you are going to catch a bunch.”
 The Lake Ozark angler keys on 
the main lake flats rather than back 
in the creeks because current is more 
predominant there. “There is usually a 
two- to three-hour window where they turn 
on the water (at Truman Dam),” Malone 
says.  “As long as there is movement to 
the water, those fish get positioned and 
are very predictable as to where they are 
going to be and how to catch them.”
 Malone usually finds bass around 
boat docks where the fish remain less 
than 4 feet deep. “I have a milk run where 
I might hit 30 to 40 docks up there starting 
at about Proctor Creek all the way up to 
the 88-mile marker,” he says.  “Sometimes 
the fish are on the outside ends of the 
docks.  If they are not running current the 
fish might be on the backs of the docks.”
Malone’s favorite lures for throwing 
around the docks include a black/red 

flake flipping tube, black/chartreuse jig 
with blue plastic chunk, a 1/2-ounce 
white/chartreuse spinnerbait and black/
chartreuse wake bait.   
 Anglers unfamiliar with this section 
need to be cautious while navigating the 
upper lake because it contains lots of 
shallow mud flats on the main lake and in 
coves.  “It’s not an area where you want 
to go fast if you don’t know where you are 
going,” Malone says.  He recommends 
using good electronics and mapping to 
navigate safely in this section of the lake. 
 For information on lodging and other 
facilities at the Lake of the Ozarks or to 
receive a free vacation guide, call the 
Lake of the Ozarks Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at 1-800-FUN-LAKE or visit the 
Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitors 
Bureau web site at funlake.com.   

For copies of John Neporadny’s 
THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing Guide 

call 573/365-4296 or visit 
www.jnoutdoors.com.

CATCHING LAKE OF 
THE OZARKS BASS 

IN SEPTEMBER
by John Neporadny Jr.

Peek a Boo! Thanks to Wesley Hilst for the great photo.
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On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
Family Fun  • Reunions

Business Meetings • New Rooms

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950

CHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

RAWLINGS
INTERSTATE 155
TRAILER SALES

NEW • USED • BUY •  SELL • TRADE

Serving you since 1972
All Types for Pickups

Horse • Livestock • Utility • Cargo • Flatbeds

309-449-3309
South of Hopedale on I-155 at Exit 15

www.ralingstrailersales.com

SEAARK PRO STAFF MEMBER NAMED MOST 
INFLUENTIAL BY WILDLIFE ENTHUSIAST MAGAZINE
MONTICELLO, AR – SeaArk Pro Staff 
Member, Tabitha Linville, was recently 
named one of the Most Influential Female 
Anglers in North America by Wildlife 
Enthusiast Magazine. 
 According to Wildlife Enthusiast 
Magazine, the winners are based on the 
activity level, engagement, and influence 
on their social media pages. Out of the 30 
women chosen, Linville is the only winner 
for catfishing. 
 “It’s very exciting to be one of the 
top 30 Most Influential Women Anglers 
in North America. I would have never 
expected this, because there are so many 
awesome women anglers out there. I’m 
honored that they chose me and I’m proud 
to be able to represent SeaArk within the 
catfishing community,” stated Linville. 
 Linville and her fiancé Justin joined 
the SeaArk team in April and run The 
Catfishing Duo guide service in their home 
state of West Virginia. They participate in 
many tournament and community events 

throughout the year. She started fishing 
at a young age and found catfishing in the 
early 2000’s, she’s been hooked ever since. 
Her largest catches are an 82 pound Blue 
and an 65 pound Flathead catfish. An issue 
that she is serious about and makes sure to 
always practice is the catch, photo, release 
method (CPR). Making sure that each fish 
is returned back to the water allows there 
to be an opportunity for other anglers and 
future generations to enjoy. 
 Steve Henderson, President stated, 
“We’re glad to have Tabitha on our team. 
We’ve known for a while that she is an 
impressive angler and more importantly 
an authentic person who cares for this 
sport. She is a role model and a true 
representation of the catfishing community. 
We’re proud of her accomplishment!”
 If you’re interested in learning more 
or booking a tour with Linville visit The 
Catfishing Duo page on Facebook. 
  About SeaArk Boats: With over 
59 years of experience in boat building, 

SeaArk Boats (owned by Correct Craft) is 
the industry’s premier aluminum fishing 
boat known for outstanding product 
quality and excellent customer service. 
Mostly known for heavy-duty aluminum 
boats built specifically for cat-fishing, 
SeaArk also builds bass- and crappie-
fishing boats, jon boats, duck boats, 
and bay boats, offering a wide variety 
of tunnel and jet tunnel hulls. For more 
information visit www.seaarkboats.com. 
About Correct Craft: Celebrating 93 
years of excellence in the marine 
industry, Correct Craft is a Florida-
based company with global operations. 
The Correct Craft family includes 
Nautique, Centurion, Supreme, Bass 
Cat, Yar-Craft, SeaArk, and Bryant boat 
companies, Pleasurecraft Marine Engine 

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com

217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!

Group, Watershed Innovations, and Aktion 
Parks. For more information please visit 
www.correctcraft.com.
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140 S. Seminary St. • Galesburg, IL 61401
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www.simpsonltd.com • Hours: Tues. - Sat. 1-6
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TOM’S BAIT SHOP

Live Bait • Tackle • Boating 
Accessories

Local Fishing Information

403 Walnut St. • Beardstown, IL 62618
Walking Distance from Beardstown Marina!

(217) 323-BAIT

WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

LOVE THAT TOP 
WATER ACTION

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

 September is upon us way too quick and 
I’m wondering where did this year go by so 
fast? Seems like yesterday, I was fishing in 
Florida and it was February. I guess it goes by 
fast when you are having a good time. I like 
to fish this month, as the top water bite is 
starting to come on. The lakes tend to have a 
lot less traffic on them allowing you to enjoy 
your day on the water.
 This can be a great frog month right on thru 
October as well, Zoom has come out with a new 
floating frog that is an awesome fish catcher. I rig 
it with a 5/0 Mustad wide gap hook and fish it on 
17 lbs. Bass Pro Shops Excel line when fishing 
slow and straight. I use XPS Hyper Braid when 
buzzing depending on how the bass want it at the 
time. I use a 7’4” Bass Pro Shops CarbonLite 
medium heavy rod and a fast retrieve CarbonLite 
reel for frog fishing.
 The great thing about the Zoom floater is 
you can throw it in heavy cover, whether it is grass, 
lily pads, or lay downs. It will come right through 
without hanging up and you can stop it and it just 
sits there tantalizing the bass. One twitch and 
boom you got fish on. You can fish it as a fast 
buzz or a slow buzz, or you can fish a stop and go 
retrieve. Once you figure out how the bass want 
it, Game On. Zoom has so many awesome lures 
but this one has really got me fired up. I like three 
colors being white, frog and black. Give the Zoom 
floating frog a try and thank me!

 In September I catch a lot of bass in no 
nothing places, in other words just going down 
the banks covering a lot of water. You might 
get one on a point, half way in a cove or in 
the very back. I think bass are moving to the 
shallows looking for shad and following shad, 
so if you’re in a creek and see a lot of cranes 
on the bank or seagulls in the area that is a 
good place to start. Another good fall place is 
the back of creeks that have big flats. Find the 
areas that have stumps, rocks or brush in these 
flats and you will find fish. One thing I learned 
about fishing cover in flats is sometimes you 
need to make repeated casts to structures and 
sometimes with a variety of techniques. If I 
know there is something under water to hold 
fish I will use my Power Poles and hunker 
down. I might throw top water three or four 
times, a Zoom trick worm, a spinner bait and 
something which will trigger the fish and you 
might get three or four quick bites.
 A Zoom floating worm fished on 
spinning tackle using 10 lbs Bass Pro Shops 
fluorocarbon line with a swivel and an 18-inch 
leader with a 2/0 offset hook is an excellent 
fall choice. For this technique, I like to use a 
6’6” CarbonLite rod with a medium light tip. 
I will get in shallow water and make long 
casts and them just twitch it back to the boat 
keeping it just out of sight. You can also do 
this with a Zoom fluke. Another tip is always 
have this rig handy when top water fishing this 
time of the year. Because if you miss a blow 

up, reel it in fast and pick 
the floating worm up and 
get it in the missed strike 
area. A lot of times the 
bass will inhale it. The 
water is usually being 
drawn down this time of 
year so I look for stumps, 
logs, grass lines and docks for this pattern. 
But I also catch a lot of roamers doing this 
technique.
 Carolina rigging is also a good way to 
catch bass, it works well this time of the year 
and you  cover a lot of water and depths. I use 
small baits like the Zoom Centipede all the 
way up to Zoom Old Monster worms until I get 
a feel for what the bass want. Don’t be scared 
to change baits, until you get something 
working.
 Last but not least top water lures like 
XPS Z Pops, walking 
baits like the Bass 
Pro Shops Slim dog 
or buzz baits which 
can get you well in a 
hurry. These are good 
early morning lures or 
cloudy day lures and 
sometimes on bright 
sunny days, fish will 
come for these lures. 
So, don’t count them 
out until you try them. 

One main reason I like to top water fish is if 
you get a bite it’s probably a kicker fish. 
 I want to stress to you, to look for those 
roaming bass in the fall and don’t worry about 
the cover as much. Don’t get me wrong, I’m going 
to decipher the cover when I get to it, but I’m 
going to fish where they ain’t supposed to be. 
 Good luck fishing, may God Bless you and 
your family. Visit www.hendrickcars.com for a 
tow vehicle. Please be sure to than a soldier 
and a policeman for a job well done.

Specializing in Jig Heads!
Free Catalog!

Lots of Different Styles Available

(217) 864-3493
4165 Shaw Rd. • Lovington, IL 61957

www.reeveslureco.com
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IS IT LAME TO SHOOT A DOE?
 REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT 
IT’S A TROPHY, IT’S ONE HELL OF AN 
ACCOMPLISHMENT TO SHOOT A DOE. 
HERE’S WHY. PLUS, WHEN’S THE BEST TIME 
TO HUNT THESE ANIMALS?
 In a story posted to Bowhunting 360, Scott 
Einsmann ask the question, “why is it ‘only a 
doe?’ ” He cites the phrase many hunters catch 
themselves saying, “It’s only a doe, but …”
 The article goes on to make the case 
that does are trophies too. Keep in mind, 
Bowhunting 360 is a website that targets 
young and new hunters. So the article’s 
message — especially when it’s considered 
along with the website’s intent, which is to 
introduce hunting to those who haven’t tried 
it — acts as a reminder that hunters would 
serve hunting well by not throwing shade on 
the achievements of other hunters. Likewise, 
any hunter who shoots a doe would serve 
himself well by not offering a qualifier, like, 
“it’s only a doe … but.”
 Einsmann’s message is legit. The process 
a hunter must go through to actually hunt – 
get the hunter education requirement, then 
the license, learn to use a firearm or bow, 
learn to scout well enough to identify a spot 
where a blind or treestand should go — it’s a 

lot. So after all of that, yeh, shooting a doe is 
an accomplishment.
 “There’s no question that a 6-year-old 
doe is far smarter than a 4-year-old buck,” 
New York state’s Charlie Alsheimer told 
Bowhunting 360. Alsheimer is one of the 
nation’s foremost experts on big bucks and 
author of Strategies for Whitetails. “Why? 
Because she raises fawns every year and is 
responsible for ensuring their survival. She’s 
always on high alert.”
 But here’s the thing: this doe verses buck 
business doesn’t have to be either/or. Like 
Einsmann, you can hunt and kill a doe and 
take pride in your work, but you can also shift 
your focus to big bucks later in the season 
when male deer are in the rut.
 “’To be a good manager of the resources, 
you need to keep the population in control and 
keep a proper buck-to-doe ratio,’ Alsheimer 
told Bowhunting 360. He believes one buck 
for every three antlerless deer is a good ratio 
that creates a natural balance and ensures a 
competitive rut. And that means more active 
bucks while you’re in the woods.”

WHEN THE BEST TIME TO HUNT DOES?
 Bob Robb, outdoor writer and lifelong 

avid hunter, encourages hunters 
to target does early.
 “I like to use the early archery 
seasons as my time for putting does 
in the freezer, primarily because it 
allows me to hunt them on food plots 
in the afternoons,” he said. “One 
thing I never, ever do is shoot does 
off food plots with firearms. When 
you start banging does with guns on 
food plots, the next thing you know, 
they don’t visit them during daylight 
hours any more. By hunting them as you would 
an old buck, using a silent archery tool, the 
survivors aren’t bothered at all.”
 But regardless of whether or not you 
choose to hunt does with a firearm or bow, Robb 
offers three reasons to hunt does early. You can 
find seven more reasons here, in an article Robb 
wrote last year for Grand View Outdoors.

EARLY SEASON DOE HUNTS FOR YOUNG 
HUNTERS
 There’s no better time to teach young and/or 
novice hunters the ropes than on an early-season 
doe hunt. Because you can hunt afternoons on 
a food source, they don’t have to get up before 
daylight, and they’ll probably see plenty of 
deer and other wildlife. The weather isn’t bitter 
cold, either. They’ll learn what to look for, how 
important it is to watch the wind and sit still, and 
how to wait for exactly the right moment before 
taking a shot. And if they make a mistake and the 

CALL: 618.322.5946

OWNER: MICAH MULVANY

MULVANY
TIMBER COMPANY, LLC

Buyers of Standing Timber & Logs

Log Yard Address:
3950 Selmaville Rd.

Salem, IL 62881

SPECIALIZING IN SELECTIVE TIMBER HARVESTS
Mulvany Veneer & Timber Company is licensed, 

bonded and insured in the state of Illinois.
Services cover southeast Iowa, Eastern Missouri, most of Illinois, Western Indiana & Kentucky.

Office Address:
1200 S. Broadway 
Salem, IL 62881

By Amy Hatfield

does get spooked? So what?? The season is long 
and we’ll come back another day.

EARLY-SEASON MEAT PROCESSING
 When I shoot does early on, I have lots 
of time to turn that meat into quality summer 
sausage, meat sticks and the like. As the rut 
gets close, I want to be in the woods every 
free moment I have, which means any deer I 
shoot then will be frozen until later.

AVOID HUNTING PRESSURE
 Early in the season, all deer — including 
does — have yet to start feeling the pressure 
that big crowds bring when the orange army 
hits the woods for opening day of gun season 
and the rut. And by the late season, does 
may be as wary as bucks, making them much 
harder to harvest.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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MY MARLIN AND ME
By Daniel Vinovich
  The years 
flashed by 
like minutes 
as I watched 
a fox squirrel 
perform his 
a e r i a l 
a c r o b a t i c s 
high in a 
white oak a 

hundred yards away.  He jumps from the 
largest limbs into thin air grasping the 
smallest of twigs only to be vaulted back 
into another larger branch 10 feet away. I 
watched trying to plot a course through 
the thick Illinois underbrush to the base of 
the oak he was preforming in. The small 
ravine and hillside took me back to the 
days of my youth sitting with my father in 
the woods in Bradford, Illinois. The ground 
belonged to his best friend, Richard 
Hanchett’s father, Everett Hanchett. One 
small framed man with a heart as big as a 
star. He always allowed my father and I 
access to the back 40 oak lot along the 
Spoon river. Its hillsides full of white oaks 
and hickory and prime squirrel habitat. 
This, my friend, is where I learned the 
ways of a hunter, stalking, patience, and 
appreciation of the land itself. I, to this 
day, can remember the smell of the woods, 
my old brown duck Montgomery Wards 
hunting jacket, the smoke from my father’s 
cigarette dancing through the underbrush, 
my old Marlin model 99 with its magazine 
tube filled to the top with CCI long rifle .22 
ammo and the hooded front sight and the 
sound of the breech as you pulled back 
and shucked one into the chamber.  The 
Fox squirrel I was watching had made his 
way to the upper canopy.  He was on a 
mission to get as many as those acorns 
before his competition could rob his 
bounty. I had worked my way another 50 
yards towards his position watching every 
step I took trying to avoid the small dried 
twigs that, when stepped on, would alert 
him of my presence. Again, my mind 
wandered. I remembered my father telling 
me watch every step you take boy, heal to 
toe, heal to toe. You feel anything hard 
under that big foot of yours move it to a 
soft spot. This advice still rings in my ears 
any time I walk in the woods. His advice 
had proved to be one of the most valuable 
pieces of advice I can remember as it has 

helped me stalk within range of countless 
whitetails. I leaned against the tree 
peering into its canopy, trying to locate the 
position of that damn squirrel. I could hear 
him chewing, the pieces of acorn raining 
on me like a spring cloud burst. I started to 
adjust my position for a better look when 
his voice rang out inside my old ass head 
again. Patience boy, if you move while he 
is sitting still he will see you and game 
over. Just stand there he will move sooner 
or later and give his position away. Once 
again, another father knows best piece of 
information. I don’t know how many times 
I have reached for my bow when a 
whitetail has stopped walking into my set 
knowing something was not right and, 
sure enough, I was busted, only to be 
handed the ole tail up and snorts telling 
me Game Over!  To this day 47 years later, 
I still replay that talk in my head every 
time I get busted in the stand.  The big Fox 
squirrel moved to grab another acorn. 
Now, I see you. I shouldered the old 
Marlin, put the cross hairs on his head and 
slowly squeezed the trigger…….CLICK 
went my old 99. Damn. I forgot to chamber 
a .22. The squirrel saw me jerk the rifle 
and bounded away through the tree tops 
like an Olympic sprinter. Eyes closed and 
head down, I transported back to my 
single digit days. My Marlin and I were 
positioned on a rise above the Spoon river. 
Dad was throwing small pieces of wood 

into the water. I quickly shouldered my Marlin and 
put the old iron sights on the slow, moving target. 
I was bound and determined to hit that piece of 
wood. I aimed ever so carefully and squeezed the 
trigger. My new Marlin went click. Dad laughed 
and yelled from the bank, “You ain’t gonna’ kill it 
with air son. Pull her back, and we will try her 
again.” We shot at those slow, moving targets 
after every squirrel hunt that I can remember, 
never with a scope on my Marlin always with 
those old iron sights. Iron Sights, funny how we 
never teach our kids to use them. We have a 
whole generation that can’t shoot without optics 
or drive a damn stick….lol.  The morning slowly 
progressed as I walked the edge looking for 
another squirrel to put the stalk on. As the morning 
progressed on so did the temperature. I found an 
old dead oak stump just calling for my old a.. to sit 
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on. I laid the old 99 on the edge of the 
stump and pulled the water bottle from 
my pack. After a slug, I dropped the cap. 
As I looked down to pick it up, I saw a big 
gash in the butt stock of the old Marlin. 
Dark in color from years of oil, it stood out 
like a black mark on a white piece of 
paper. I ran my hand over the deep scratch 
trying to remember when it happened. Oh 
yeah, I remember that one. I had laid my 
rifle on the hood of our old Ford station 
wagon, the big red boat I used to call it, 
after taking it out of the case. It 
immediately slid off hitting the bumper 
tearing a gash in the stock. I almost cried 
when I picked it up. Dad just sat there 
shaking his head at me. I picked up the 
rifle looking at all the scratches and dents 
on it. Most of them I could not remember, 
but the one on the forearm stood out like a 
spotlight in the dark. I actually laughed 
out loud as I ran my hand over what looked 
like a puppy’s chew toy. “Oh, that day,” I 
said. Dad and I were running our traps on 
our annual father and son November trap 
line. We always ran traps on the Spoon 
river on Everett’s farm over Thanksgiving 
break every year. The money I made from 
selling the fur is how I bought my 
Christmas presents, ammo, and any other 
supplies I needed for the upcoming 

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL
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Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!

seasons. I ran the water sets as Dad 
paralleled the river setting on the ridge 
above. I had a large boar coon that I had 
dispatched earlier in my wicker trapping 
pack, along with traps, lure, wire etc. and 
my old Marlin. I moved up the river’s edge 
feeling with my feet for any muskrat or 
beaver runs hidden under the surface. I 
felt a shift of weight in my pack, thinking it 
was just something sliding around, I kept 
on moving. I found a nice beaver slide and 
worked myself to a ledge on the shore to 
pull a trap from my pack. I pulled my right 
arm out of the pack.  As I did, all hell broke 
loose.  The pack came alive with the sound 
of snarls, growling, and wicker being 
eaten. I threw off the pack on the ledge 
and fell backward into the icy waters of 
the Spoon. The cold water was filling my 
rubber waders to the brim. Hell, I thought 
I was gonna’ drown right there. The stock 
of my Marlin was shaking violently out of 
the top of the pack. Suddenly, it fell on its 
side. I regained my footing and stepped 
towards the pack, only to fall back into the 
drink after one pissed off coon emerged 
from the wicker pack. Its mouth full of 
pieces of wicker and the stock of my 
Marlin. He took off like a rocket and 
climbed the first tree he came too, sitting 
there growling at me. I grabbed the .22 

and dispatched him with one shot. Dad 
had heard the commotion and worked his 
way down the ridge. He offered me a hand 
and pulled me from the Spoon.  We picked 
up the scattered gear and the coon and 
headed back to the old Ford Wagon. I told 
him about how I was almost killed by that 
coon. I remember the look on his face as I 
cased my torn-up Marlin and threw the 
pack into the back.  It was priceless, not 
sure whether to laugh, bitch at me or 
what, he started the wagon and turned 
her toward the small bridge with the 
biggest shit eating grin on his face. A light 
rain began to fall as I wiped a tear from 
my face and picked up that old gun. It had 
been with me from the beginning, from 
stalking the squirrel woods, to running my 
traps.  It had sat in my gun safe for the last 
40 years waiting for me to take it back to 
the woods. I outfitted it with a new scope 
since I was having a little trouble focusing 
on the old iron sights. It was still a nail 
driver, the most accurate rifle I have ever 
owned. Just an old gun you say? No, sir. It 
is a written Journal of my youth, a map of 
the miles spent with my father in the 
woods, creeks, and thickets of Illinois. Its 
is who I was and who I am. The foundation 
of a life and career that has spanned 50 
years. I can only hope these greatest of 

times will one day be passed down to my 
son Colt and my Grandson Cruz about the 
life and times of My Marlin and Me!!
 I wrote this article while sitting in 
the seminar room at the Bass Pro Shops 
Fall Classic during a break in between 
my Whitetail seminars. It was inspired 
from all the old pieces of history hanging 
on the walls. I am sure all of you have an 
old Winchester, Remington, Browning or 
whatever locked away in a safe or hanging 
in a rack covered with dust. It does not 
matter if it belonged to Dad, Grandpa or even 
Grandma. Pull them out, whip ‘em down 
and take ‘em out for a spin. The memories 
will overwhelm all of your senses to the 
point the hunt becomes just an  action, 
not holding 
a candle 
to the 
e m o t i o n s 
that come 
out of the 
barrel with 
every shot.
  SEE ‘YA 
IN THE 
W O O D S 
OR ON THE 
WATER!! My Marlin 99 47 year 

later with its new scope
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 Thursday morning brought odd circumstances 
to the Shadow ranch. It occurred to Rosie and me 
that we not only had most of the more important 
chores all caught up, but we didn’t have any doctor 
appointments or other commitments. At least not any 
that we could remember. I bought Rosie a new lawn 
tractor ---- I’m just too good to that woman. --- Also 
repaired her chainsaw but that’s another story. The 
new mower was going to be delivered “sometime 
soon” and I figured it would be when we were the 
farthest from home so I prepared for that contingency. 
 We filled our Yeti cups and hit the road for the 
floating restaurant on the Ohio River at Elizabethtown 
IL. This is one of our favorite places in the world, partly 
because of the wonderful food and partly because of 
the scenic drive to and from there. We stay off the 
interstate and other major highways and travel the 
smaller roads. This has caused a couple of problems 
when I picked a road that failed to have a bridge at 
the creek, which was flowing rather briskly. But all is 
well – just a few more miles of scenic backtracking. 
 We headed south on route 121 and caught the 
blacktop that runs all the way down thru Montrose 
and Dietrich and on south to Norris City. There we 
picked up route 1 for a few miles, caught 146 and 
arrived at Elizabethtown just ahead of the local 
noontime rush. This is just over a three hour drive for 
us as we stop a few times for one reason or another. 
Sometimes it’s to refill the Yeti and sometimes it a 
result of drinking too much from the Yeti cup!
 We always prefer the Ohio River catfish to 
the pond raised fish and were anticipating a fine 
meal. The waitress advised us that river cat meals 
and sandwiches from the river cats were available 
but they could not sell the fish by the pound (large 
quantities) due to a shortage of supply. Our catfish 
dinners arrived with fries, slaw, baked beans, hush 
puppies. Each plate looked like it would feed a family. 
It was wonderful and watching the barge traffic on 
the river as well as the other birds and wildlife just 
adds to the memorable experience.   
 After dining we slipped around to the fish 
cleaning facility that’s connected to the same floating 
“system” and talked with the congenial angler that 
cleans the fish as well as catches a portion of them. 
He told us, rather glumly, that he had ran his eight 

hundred hooks that morning and had only a hundred 
pounds of catfish to show for his efforts. But not to 
be dismayed, he said he hadn’t pulled his nets yet 
and hoped to increase his catch in that way. 
 He indicated that all of the river fishermen were 
experiencing large decreases in productivity fishing 
commercially for the elusive catfish. He was preparing 
some special bait hoping that the fish had just become 
immune to or wary of the same old attractant. I hope it 
works because I’m already looking forward to our next 
outing down that way. That’s a massive river system 
and has always had the ability to reproduce quantities 
more than equal to those harvested. 
 Did you ever wonder why they are called 
“catfish”? I think it’s partly because the have whiskers-
like feelers sorta like dogs and cats. However these 
appendages are not like whiskers at all, they are 
called “barbels” and are actually covered with skin. 
They are sensors like taste buds that help the catfish 
locate food in the dark and murky water conditions.   
 Though that may be one reason for their name 
but it may not be the only reason. When caught the 
catfish makes a couple of odd sounds. One is similar 
to a purring and the other a croaking sound. The 
purring sound may also contribute to the name. 
 Domestic cats are rather small however and 
that’s not the case in the catfish families. They grow 
to enormous proportions. One catfish caught in the 
Missouri river a while back was nearly five feet long 
and weighed 130 pounds. There are many stories 
about larger cats than this and the record books 
break down the records into dozens of differing 
subspecies and tackle categories and line weights 
etc. Regardless of the “largest ever”, it’s evident that 
they out size the domestic kittys enormously. Just 
think how many catfish sandwiches a 130 pound 
catfish would make. 
 On another note, the squirrels are now cutting 
on the nuts, making them a bit easier to locate. I 
got out this morning and found one tree that must 
have had a dozen squirrels in its upper branches. 
The thick foliage makes them very hard to locate 
them for a long enough period for a shot. I got 
enough for some biscuits, gravy and fried squirrel. 
It ain’t suppose to be easy! 
 It’s Conviction, Confession, and Conversion

OHIO RIVER 
CATFISH 

SCARCE BUT 
DELICIOUS

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER

AND IN THE WOODS

by Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net
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THAT SPECIAL POND
 Some farm ponds are just special. We 
could fish them every day, but we don’t. It 
just seems that if we did fish them every 
day, they would lose that special appeal. 
They would become the norm, the standard, 
and would eventually become boring. So, 
we fish them rarely, keeping the thrill and 
excitement on each trip as though it were 
your first. And we want to keep it that way.
 My special farm pond is owned by 
some friends. It is full of bluegill, bass and 
channel catfish, all eager to take a fly. And 
the pond is rarely fished. You can count 
on the bluegill being as big as your hand, 
channel cat, two pounds or better and two 
to three pounds for the bass. A good mix for 
sure and one that could spoil the average 
angler if you took advantage of it.
 Give or take, the pond is a couple of 
acres in size. The pond shallows in the 
north end where it is filled with the stumps 
of long dead trees. A few other trees 
surround the pond, offering some shade on 
the hottest days. Otherwise the tall country 
grasses reach to the ponds outer edges.

 You always carry three flyrods; one 
for bluegill, one for bass, and one for 
catfish. You could combine the bass and 
catfish on one rod but why keep changing 
flies. When kept separate, each rod is 
ready for its target fish. I take along a 
4-wt for the bluegill, 6-wt for bass, and 
a 7-wt for the catfish.
 I keep telling myself that one day I 
am going to drop the float tube in here, 
but I never do. The action is just as good 
when working the shore and much more 
comfortable, especially with three rods 
in tow.
 On most occasions I will limit my 
times on each species. For example, an 
hour on bluegill, an hour on bass, an hour 
on catfish, these times very of course but I 
like to spread it out. On the rare occasions 
that a hot skillet needs to be rewarded I 
will concentrate on the bluegill or catfish 
and forget about the bass. 
 You typically catch fish here every time 
you visit but that doesn’t matter. This is a 
special place, it is the beauty of the land, the 

water, the weather, all of it playing a part.
 You know the bluegill are going to 
take black ant’s and top water poppers, the 
bass will hit deer hair frogs, and the catfish 
love the wooly buggers and the occasional 
leech pattern. 
 There is wood around for a small fire 
to brew coffee or for fixing up a quick shore 
lunch if you so wish. All this just adding to 
the specialness of this place.
 Two or three trips to the pond during 
the summer is the norm. Toss in a few more 
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when the ice is right. All this keeps the pond 
fresh, just like the thrill of fishing new water.
 Some might find it strange why you 
would limit your fishing to a great location. 
But its not about that, the fishing. It’s about 
all the other things that make it special. 
Maybe you can visit your special place 
more often, but I guarantee that if you 
do, that soon enough it will become to 
commonplace and lose some of its appeal. 
Hold on to your special place by limiting 
your visits, you’ll be glad you did.
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GRANDPA’S GUN
By: David Herschelman
  The morning light 
was not yet visible 
as I contemplated my 
morning’s mission.  

The temperature and wind were perfect 
for entry into the woods plus the earlier 
rains would allow noiseless movement, a 
perfect morning to hunt squirrels. The same 
internal desire experienced from my youth 
to go squirrel hunting was driving me! 
 The gun safe was opened after 
serious memory recollection for the 
combination.  Although earlier this 
year, a scope was affixed to our old but 
unused Marlin Bolt Action 22 rifle and I 
wanted this firearm to lose its’ virginity 
in the squirrel woods but I grabbed my 
Grandfathers old single shot Winchester 
with iron sights instead!  With my poor 
eyesight and iron sights, the challenge 
was on. When but six years old while 
visiting my Grandpa in Missouri where 
he worked as a caretaker at a large 
estate, he took me along into the woods 
while he carried this rifle to potentially 
shoot a squirrel.  I vividly remember this 
adventure to this day and am proud to 
carry his gun afield.  
 Grandpa was a coal miner in the hills of 
Muhlenberg County Kentucky.  My mother 
was born in the coal mining town of Revere, 
now non-existent as the underground coal 

mines and supporting towns are long gone!  
He later moved his family to Indiana, to 
find work in the War factories to escape 
the coal miners’ existence. Grandpa used 
to tell me that poor people often have poor 
ways.  I vowed to eliminate the poor ways 
he spoke of and hope my calling would 
more profitable! 
 His Winchester Model 67A is a joy 
to carry and shoot.  The full stock and 
chrome bolt action gives one the feel 
of shooting a real gun and the trigger is 
perfect!  Once a year, the gun is pulled 
from the safe and given a thorough 
examination and cleaning as it represents 
one of the few mementoes of a man’s life 
and I am proud to possess it!  Although, 

I have shot game with it in the past, 
several years have passed since usage.  
One wishes the firearm could talk as it 
would reveal the joys and frustrations 
of a young man hunting in the woods!  I 
would trade all of my finer firearms just 
to experience the past held in this old 
Winchester!  
 Although no tree action from squirrel 
activity was noticed, suddenly a doe 
broke from her bed and snorted several 
times eliciting her yearling to follow 
her in escape.   Off in the distance, the 
bark of a Fox Squirrel broke the morning 
silence.  Just the break needed!  The 
cuttings on the ground confirmed the 
location of the first maturing Hickory 
nuts of the season present in the woods.  
Soon the raining nut fragments pointed 
to the critter overhead.  
 My eyesight was less than desired 

1st Squirrel of the Season

David with the first squirrel 
taken with the old 22
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but the Squirrel sat on a limb feasting 
on a nut giving an alluring target.  I did 
my best but missed! The crack froze 
the squirrel momentarily but soon he 
resumed feeding.   A slow motion reload 
was accomplished while waiting for a 
better opportunity.  Shortly thereafter, 
he moved down the trunk to seek the 
mature nuts giving a better and closer 
shot choice.  This one succeeded and my 
first squirrel of the season was had!    
 I felt the success of the hunt recalling 
my times of youth through adulthood and 
the enjoyment the sights and sounds of 
the woods offered.  To bridge the time 
from present to past, the venerable old 
Winchester brought a tear to my eye.  My 
hunt today was over. 
 If only Orville Ferguson, my Grandpa, 
could see me now!  His 
humble beginnings and 
hardscrabble life provided 
the experiences behind his 
sage advice.  His advice is 
now bearing fruit with this 
hunter.  His instruction to 
work hard and seek better 
ways has worked but I 
remain forever thankful 
for my past and this old 
Winchester will stand as a 
reminder for my lifetime!

MIDWAY MARINE

309-343-3810
boatramp@mchsi.com • 703 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401

Orville Ferguson MO Hunting License

Orville Ferguson 1967 MO Hunting 
License purchased at a local tavern 

HUDSON, N.H. (Aug. 3, 2018) — Odin 
Lure Company—the New Hampshire 
headquartered company that has 
revolutionized fishing lures with its fishing 
system that incorporates sight, sound 
and scent into its designs—has launched 
its biggest giveaway to date. This month-
long giveaway is open to everyone, there is no purchase required, and participation is easy. 
 To participate simply go to the Odin Lure Facebook Page, like the post, and share 
a photo of your Frigg Plug in the comment section. This will give you one entry in the 
drawing. A photo with the lure on your fishing pole gives you two entries, and a photo 
with a lure and a fish will provide you with four entries. The more photos you submit, the 
more chances you have of winning the Odin Lure Pro Pack that includes six Frigg Plugs 
and multiple Fish Smacks. The winner will also receive an Odin shirt, hat and decal. The 
prize package has a suggested retail value more than $125.
 The winner of this giveaway will be selected by random drawing at midnight on 
August 31. Notification will be made on social media.
 Be sure to visit the Odin Lure Facebook page and website regularly. In addition to this 
August giveaway, the company will be sponsoring weekly promotions. 
 Odin Lure Company, which initially began as the Oozzie Jig in 2012, has re-entered 
the fishing market this year with a new name, larger American manufacturing facilities, 
new owners and a full lineup of new products. Headquartered in Hudson, New Hampshire, 
Odin Lure offers a variety of U.S.-made saltwater and freshwater fishing lures. Initially, 
products will be sold exclusively online at www.odinlures.com. For additional information 
on Odin Lure Company, write Odin Lure Company, 71 Pine Road, Hudson, NH 03051; call 
603-718-1320 or visit https://odinlures.com/.

PICTURE YOURSELF THE WINNER OF AN ODIN 
LURE PRO PACK & MULTIPLE FISH SMACKS



How to Achieve the Goals you set.
 Deer season does not begin the 
opening day of season.  It needs to be on 
your mind year-round.  This entails a lot of 
different things but something you should 
be doing right now is shooting your bow.  
Yes, it is good to fling a few arrows every 
chance you get, but you should set some 
goals to accomplish before season ever 
opens.  This will build confidence in your 
abilities, it is a great summer activity that 
you can do with your family and friends, 
and you will be a better hunter for it.

Practice at Longer Distances
 As a hunter you should have 
limitations as to how far you would shoot 
at a deer.  A lot of different factors goes 
into play here.  How far you can effectively 
shoot on the range, how the deer is acting, 
and open vs. tight terrain is just some 
things that should be considered when 
taking a shot.

WHAT SHOULD YOUR GOAL BE WITH 
YOUR SUMMER BOW PRACTICE?
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By Jason Houser
 When on the range it is great to 
practice at distances you feel comfortable 
shooting a deer at and closer.  But, you 
should also be proficient at shooting at 
longer distances even if you would not 
shoot at a deer at that distance.
 For example, if you would never shoot 
at a deer past 30 yards, get to where you 
can consistently hit the target out to 50 or 
60 yards, or more.  The reason for this is 
it is a great confidence builder.  If you can 
hit your target at 55-yards, you will feel 
really good about making a shot at half 
that distance.
 Another reason to shoot at longer 
distances is because it will allow you to 
have tighter groupings at close distances.  
If there is anything about your from or 
follow-through that is off, you will notice 
it at 60 yards because your grouping is not 
going to be as tight as it was when you 
were shooting at closer distances.  When 
you are able to notice something is off you 

will be forced to make changes to correct it. 

Realistic Practice Sessions
 It is very easy to get in the routine of 
going out in your shorts and t-shirt and 
practicing.  This is great, but if you are 
realistic you will realize this is not how you 
will be hunting.  Instead, at the very least 
you will have on pants, long sleeve shirt 
and maybe gloves and a face mask.  As 
the season progresses the more clothing 
you will have on to stay warm and often 
times this clothing is very bulky.
 Once you are confident in your 
abilities to hit your target in your summer 
outfit, try doing it in the actual clothing you 
will be wearing while hunting.  It might be 
a little hot to be in these clothes but you 
are likely to notice some differences while 
shooting in your hunting gear.
 You might find it is more difficult to 
pull your bow back with a lot of clothing 
on, you might not have the same line of 

sight or your string could rub against your 
clothing.  Now is the time to be certain 
that you are just as proficient at shooting 
with your hunting gear on as you are in 
your summer wear.  If you realize that 
some changes need to be made now is the 
time to find out not when a monster buck 
is just mere yards away.
 Because you are hitting the bullseye 
from the ground consistently doesn’t mean 
that everything will be the same when you 
are shooting at a downward angle from a 
treestand or sitting within a ground blind.
Some of your practice should be from 
realistic hunting scenarios.  If you do not 
have an archery range with an elevated 
platform, consider hanging a treestand in a 
tree.  Doing this a few times throughout the 
summer and consistently hitting the target 
will build confidence in your shooting and 
when the moment of truth arrives this fall 
you will feel comfortable in your abilities 
to hit your target.  Practice shooting from 
the sitting position, standing, twisting and 
so on.  If you can imagine it happening 
while hunting, practice it now.
 The same holds true if you hunt out of 
a ground blind.  Set up the same ground 
blind that you hunt out of and practice.  
Shooting while sitting down might make 
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you realize some changes need to be made 
as to how your body is angled towards the 
target which might throw off your ability 
to pull your bow back.  Become consistent 
shooting from your ground blind now.
 Whether you are a treestand hunter, 
ground blind hunter or both, practice from 
your setup a few times while wearing you 
hunting gear too.
 The best practice for a bowhunter 
is shooting on a 3-D course. Today’s 3-D 
targets are lifelike and provide realistic 
practice sessions. I often place my 
personal targets in positions and terrain to 
imitate a hunting situation.  Don’t forget 
the opportunities of shooting 3-D archery 
courses.  They provide many targets of a 
variety of animals.  Distances vary from 
very close to far.  The terrain is often 
similar to hunting.  Where else can you 
shoot a coyote, moose, caribou, turkey 
and rabbit all in one day?

Concentrate on Just Making a Few 
Good Shots
 It might sound as if in order to be a 
proficient shooter that you need to shoot 
a lot of arrows every day to stay on top 
of your game.  That is not true.  You are 

STOP BY FOR GREAT FOOD & ICE-COLD, HOMEMADE ROOTBEER!

1713 S. 2nd, Route 29 • Pekin, IL 61554

309.346.4666 • OPEN MARCH - SEPTEMBER!

better off going out and shooting just 
a few arrows every day if possible and 
concentrating on your form and making 
the best shot possible than shooting a lot.
 Long practice sessions tend to tire 
out the hunter and before you know it 
your shots are getting sloppy and you are 
wanting to make changes to your setup 
because your groupings are not as good 
as you would like.  By shooting just a few 
arrows and putting everything you have 
into those few shots you will be better 
for it.  And, always quit on a good shot 
so you are not second-guessing yourself 
and thinking of changes that you need to 
make.  Everybody makes a bad shot from 
time to time even on the range.  Don’t let 
one bad shot get you down.

Conclusion
 This is the time you need to be 
thinking about being the best shot you 
possibly can.  Think about what you are 
having trouble with as far as shooting 
and think of ways to make it better.  
Practice my not make you perfect, but it 
will make you a better, more confident 
hunter this fall.
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RICHMOND, VA – The National Rifle 
Association is proud to announce the second 
annual NRA Carry Guard Expo, scheduled 
for Sept. 14-16 at the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center in Richmond, Virginia. 
  The NRA Carry Guard Expo is a three-
day educational and interactive experience 
dedicated to individuals interested in 
increasing their knowledge and skills of 
personal protection, concealed carry and 
home defense. This event will equip novices 
and experts alike with the products, skills, 
knowledge and mindset necessary to be 
prepared to respond when a threat arises. 
  The expo exhibit hall will feature leading 
firearm and accessory companies showcasing 
their most advanced guns and gear designed 
for self-defense and concealed carry, including 
event sponsors Kahr, Kel-Tec, Ruger, Shooting 
Illustrated, and Winchester. The expo will also 
conduct a live Fashion Show the evening of 
Sept. 14, where concealment clothing and gear 
designed for men and women will be modeled. 
  The NRA Carry Guard Expo is the firearms 
training and education event of the year. 

Visitors can attend more than 120 seminars 
and workshops featuring the best personal 
protection and concealed carry practices 
taught and demonstrated by leading experts 
and instructors from across the country, 
including NRA Carry Guard, America’s most 
complete self-defense membership program, 
offering training for those who carry a gun.
  ONLY APPROVED members of U.S. news 
media organizations will receive credentials 
and be allowed to cover the expo. Due to 
resource limitations, foreign media will not be 
credentialed.
  To submit a request for press credentials, 
visit https://www.nracarryguardexpo.com/media-
press/ and complete the form. Credentials must 
be picked up in person at the press office starting 
at 10 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 14, 2018. For more 
information about the NRA Carry Guard Expo, 
including links to purchase tickets, book travel 
accommodations, schedule of events and more, 
visit www.nracarryguardexpo.com.

RICHMOND TO HOST SECOND 
ANNUAL NRA CARRY GUARD 
EXPO SEPT. 14-16
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IN LATE SUMMER A LOT OF HUNTERS ARE 
THINKING ABOUT DEER, ELK AND OTHER BIG 
GAME BUT PREDATOR HUNTERS ARE COUNTING 
DOWN THE DAYS TO COOLER WEATHER TO 
PURSUE COYOTES OR SET TRAP LINES.
 In late summer a lot of hunters are 
thinking about deer, elk and other big game 
but predator hunters are counting down the 
days to cooler weather to pursue coyotes or 
set trap lines.
 Lord have mercy, summer’s tough on 
coyote hunters. Between the searing heat and 
the mangy songdogs, it’s not impossible to 
work in some hunts but it can be tough. Earlier 
this summer I ventured to Blue Bank Resort on 
Reelfoot Lake to do a little fishing and work in 
a coyote hunt or two. It was toasty hot and the 
coyotes didn’t want to play, but I got a good 
scouting session in for some autumn hunts.
 Instead of beating myself to death with 
tough summer hunting in jungle conditions, 
I decided to plan for the next six or eight 
months. Here’s what I’m doing:
 GAME CAMERA SURVEYS: On my 
primary hunting property I have a few Stealth 
Cam and Browning game cameras in some key 
locations. One is a heavily-traveled route the 
animals don’t seem to avoid even when I’ve 

WHAT PREPARATIONS ARE YOU MAKING FOR 
AUTUMN PREDATOR HUNTING?
By Alan Clemons walked through there or driven my vehicle 

through there. I have camera images of deer, 
raccoons, bobcats, coyotes and it’s almost like 
a runway stage for them.
 The key, of course, is this all helps me 
pattern the times and locations. I can get a 
sense of when they’re moving through and 
plan accordingly. If you have some hunting 
locations that seem pretty reliable, you can 
use game cameras to your advantage, too.
 WEED-WHACKING FOR HUNTING: 
Two of my favorite tools to use for specific 
tasks are a string-trimmer, commonly known as 
a Weedeater, and a leaf-blower. Mine are gas-
powered so I can haul them into the woods along 
with a small can of gas and then get to work.
 What do these do for me? I can create 
clean, quiet walking paths through the leaf 
litter and vegetation to move more stealthily. 
This might be more handy for deer hunting but 
it’s also beneficial for chasing predators. Why 
make noise and give yourself away when you 
can do a little work months before you hunt?
 Unfortunately, the “home use” string-
trimmer I have now isn’t sturdy enough for heavy 
use against woodsy, fibrous vegetation. It’ll cut 
through light weeds but anything like briars or 
thick-stem stuff and it balks. I’m looking for a 
good, burly commercial grade string-trimmer to 
upgrade and really get the job done.

 My routine is easy: I find where I want to 
walk, whether from one area to another or to a 
stand site, and then start clearing. I’ll create a 
path 15 or so inches wide and then come back 
with the leaf-blower to clean it to the dirt. During 
hunting season when the leaves fall off trees 
they don’t seem to pile up on the path, either. 
Perhaps the wind more easily blows them away.
 PICK SITES FOR BLINDS: In concert 
with the string-trimmer work I’ll look for sites 
for ground blinds or ladder stands and clean 
out those areas, too. One of the coolest things 
about pop-up ground blinds, like the NAP 
Mantis I’m using this autumn, is it has an 
ample footprint and once set up and staked 
then I can hunt from it for months.
 To do this, though, I like to clean out 
everything where the blind will sit. Finding a 
good spot along with entry and exit routes, and 
then clean sightlines to shoot a bow, crossbow 
or gun, takes a little scouting. I’ve located a 
couple for the upcoming season and will be 
creating a “floor” of sorts for the blind.
 One note: if you’re doing this, always 
without fail be sure to check for snakes inside 
the blind before you get plopped down to hunt. 
In the shady, cooler interior you never know if Mr. 
No-Shoulders will like it there as much as you do.
 PREP YOUR GEAR: If you’re using an 
electronic caller like one from FoxPro, now’s the 

time to make sure you have batteries, charging 
cords, all your files are set and updated or 
whatever else needs to be done to the call.
 If you prefer mouth calls, make sure your 
diaphragm calls aren’t worn out (unless you like 
’em that way) and your reed calls are in good 
shape. Nothing stinks worse than getting to a 
setup and finding out that any of your calls have 
an issue, whether electronic- or lung-activated.
 Where I hunt, good snake boots are a 
must. My Lacrosse 4xAlpha snake boots have 
a couple of years on them but they’re still 
incredibly comfortable. I’ve worn them from 
the Carolinas to west Texas and Kansas, and 
never worry about anything. They’re also great 
for busting through nasty brush and thorns. If 
you prefer a lace-up I’d recommend the 17-
inch Danner Pronghorn snake boot.
 One other thing I do is wash my Pneuma 
Tenacity Coolcore shirt and pant in scent-free 
detergent and then hang them outside in the 
sun to dry. Along with the Scent-Killer Gold 
detergent I’ll use some Storm cedar cover 
spray, both from Wildlife Research Center, 
before hitting the woods. If that sounds goofy 
to kill the scent but then spray on something, 
the cedar Storm spray is pretty doggone spot-
on and works well where I hunt thanks to an 
abundance of cedars.
 Summer may be hot, but it’s a great time 
for planning and getting ready for one of the 
best times of the year.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks of  
May 1 - 15, 2018; however, it does 
not include all actions taken by the 

Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northwest Zone – Captain Laura 
Petreikis District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis 
(Counties: Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, 
Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson & 
Whiteside) 
OGLE COUNTY 
CPO Beltran patrolled Lowden-Miller State 
Forest during turkey season, and he found 
many people out in the park that were just 
looking for mushrooms. He cited those 
individuals and advised them it was illegal and 
dangerous to enter a closed hunting area for 
fear of getting shot. 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 
CPO Francisko has received reports/complaints 
for several years about a person(s) poaching deer 

and turkey from several corporate properties. 
Many attempts were made to arrest the 
poacher(s). While on patrol of the area, CPO 
Francisko heard a shotgun blast. He contacted 
a company representative and confirmed no one 
should be hunting that area. When he arrived 
at the location, he observed a wounded wild 
turkey in a clearing. He then observed an illegal 
electronic turkey decoy and a camouflaged turkey 
hunter crouched in the tree line. He stepped 
into the clearing and spoke to the hunter. The 
hunter took off his facemask, and CPO Francisko 
immediately recognized the local man. When 
questioned, the hunter knew he was hunting 
on private property without the permission of 
the landowner. He also reported that someone 
dropped him off in the area. The wild turkey, 
the turkey decoy, and the shotgun were seized 
as evidence. The man was given a “Nuisance 
Forfeiture Complaint” requesting that the court 
order these items be turned over to IDNR due to 
the severity of the violations. The man was also 
issued citations for hunting without permission 
of owner, unlawful taking of a protected species, 
and assessed a $250 civil penalty on one of the 
citations for poaching the turkey. Several written 
warnings were also issued. The hunter has an 
upcoming mandatory court appearance. The 
court is considering accessory charges for the 
person who used his motor vehicle to drop the 
poacher of at that property. 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
The Stephenson County State’s Attorney’s 
Office authorized CPO Alt to arrest a 17-year-
old subject for unlawful taking of migratory 

game birds from a highway right-of-way 
with a rifle during the closed season. Also, 
the subject did not have a Firearm Owner’s 
Identification Card. 
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties: 
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam 
& Winnebago) 
BUREAU COUNTY 
While checking individuals at the Hennepin 
Canal, CPO Wagner cited one individual for 
fishing without a valid fishing license, one 
individual for failure to release short bass, and 
four individuals for life jacket violations. 
LASALLE COUNTY 
While conducting boat enforcement on the 
Illinois River, CPO Wagner cited one individual 
for a child under 13 not wearing a PFD. He also 
cited an individual for fishing without a fishing 
license. Multiple warnings were issued for 
minor boat violations. 
CPOs Jansen, Finn, and Filipiak responded 
to a call for a swamped boat on the Illinois 
River at Starved Rock. The occupants were 
recovered from shore, and the boat was towed 
back to the Starved Rock Ramp. A citation was 
issued for no lanyard cutoff switch, along with 
written warnings for unsecured battery and 
PFD requirement. 
WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
CPO Fraser received multiple complaints about 
a fluffle of wild rabbits that were killed, and 
the pictures were posted online. The photos 
and video showed six dead rabbit kits. He met 
with the suspect who admitted she killed the 
rabbits. The suspect stated the kits were killed 

humanely, and they would not have survived 
anyway since their mother had been killed by 
her dog. The suspect also stated she raises 
rabbits, and wild rabbits are not welcome in 
her yard. The suspect was cited and warned 
for multiple violations of the Wildlife Code. 
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: 
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, 
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Warren & Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPOs Thompson and Elliott conducted turkey 
hunting enforcement. On consecutive days, 
the CPOs observed the same group of hunters 
and found that the group was hunting on the 
property without permission. An investigation 
of the locations that each hunter had been 
hunting was conducted, and evidence 
was gathered. The hunters had unlawfully 
harvested three turkeys on property without 
permission. Interviews of the suspects were 
conducted, and confessions to the violations 
were received. Two suspects were cited for 
four counts of hunting without permission, one 
count of turkey hunting without a valid permit, 
one count failure to tag a turkey immediately 
upon kill, one count failure to report turkey 
harvest, and unlawful possession of an 
illegally taken wild turkey. Written warnings 
were issued for the remaining violations. 
CPO Thompson was notified of a big gobbler 
harvested by an eight-year-old. This was the 
young man’s first turkey. With help from local 
contributors, he gifted the successful turkey 
hunter with an IDNR First Turkey Certificate, 
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YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen 
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. 

Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!
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BUY – SELL – TRADE GUNS!

LOUIS & CLARK OUTPOST

WE HAVE LOTS OF LIVE BAIT!
107 E. Fast St. • Mackinaw, IL 61755

309-660-3221 • 309-642-4073

GUN & FISHING EQUIPMENT ON SALE!
ANTIQUES – COLLECTIBLES 

& MUCH MORE!
All police, veterans, active and inactive 
military receive 20% off all ammunition. 

A special thanks for your service!

a turkey harvest pin, a National Wild Turkey 
Federation hat, and a Knight and Hale turkey 
call. While visiting the young man at his 
residence, CPO Thompson found out he was 
also an avid fisherman. He gave the young 
man a new Zebco 33 fishing pole and told the 
young man he had used the same rod and reel 
combo when he was introduced to fishing. 
CPO Thompson would like to thank the local 
contributors for assisting with the gifts. 
KNOX COUNTY 
CPOs Elliott and Gerard responded to 
a complaint referencing illegal hunting 
activities. After collecting evidence and 
conducting a short interview, one subject was 
arrested for unlawful turkey hunting by use or 
aid of a conveyance. The subject admitted to 
chasing multiple wild turkeys through fields 
before coming to an abrupt stop and shooting 
at them from the vehicle with a .22 caliber 
rifle. The subject received multiple citations, 
and the rifle was seized as evidence. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPOs Lazzell and Gerard conducted a sport 
fishing detail at Powerton Lake and along the 
Illinois River. Seven fishermen were issued 
citations for fishing without a license. 

District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler) 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
CPO Gushleff assisted CPO Weishaupt on a 
turkey case. CPO Weishaupt cited a subject 
for shooting two turkeys while only having one 
permit. CPO Gushleff relayed the evidence to the 
evidence locker and assisted with the paperwork. 
District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone (Counties: 
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard, 
Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
MORGAN COUNTY 
CPO Macias went to Passavant Area Hospital 
to check on a hunter who was involved in 
an accident. The hunter was chasing a tom 
turkey and unknowingly crossed into another 
person’s property during the chase. As the 
hunter was stalking the bird, a separate hunter 
thought he was a turkey and shot him in the 
face, neck, and arms. He is expected to make 
a full recovery. Violations are pending. 
While investigating a hunting without 
permission complaint, CPO Wichern located 
a turkey hunter on an adjacent property. A 
field inspection of the hunter’s equipment 
and licenses showed that the hunter failed to 
purchase a 2018 hunting license and habitat 
stamp prior to hunting that morning. The 

hunter was cited for the violations and was 
instructed to purchase the proper licenses 
before going turkey hunting the next day. 
CPO Wichern cited three fishermen for possession 
of largemouth bass inside the restricted 14 to 18-
inch slot limit at Lake Jacksonville. 
SCOTT COUNTY 
CPO Wichern investigated a hunting accident 
involving a turkey hunter. The turkey hunter did 
not realize that he had been accidently shot 
by another turkey hunter on adjacent property 
until two days after the fact. The hunter had his 
wife examine the spots on his neck and scalp 
that he believed to be from black locust thorns. 
His wife thought the spots were pellets, and he 
was taken to the hospital. Three copper-plated 
#4 shotgun pellets were removed from just 
under his skin. The hunter stated he had only 
heard one other shot the day he was hunting, 
and that shot came from an adjacent property. 
He admitted to hen calling approximately 15 
minutes prior to the shot, but he did not see a 
hunter or any turkeys the rest of the day. Due 
to the thick cover and high ravines in the area, 

the incident has been deemed an accident. 
Northeast Zone – Captain Brett Scroggins 
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties: 
Kane, Lake & McHenry) 
LAKE COUNTY 
CPO VanWiltenburg cited a subject for 
possession of a ten-inch largemouth bass 
on Nippersink Lake. This lake has a 14- inch 
minimum size limit. 
CPO Knop received a call from some young 
fishermen he had checked earlier in the day. 
The fishermen were concerned about a heavily 
intoxicated subject who was threatening them, 
and they believed he had a short walleye. 
CPO Knop arrived on scene and confirmed the 
subject had a short walleye and was heavily 
intoxicated. He was issued a citation and 
received a cab ride home. 
CPO Davis observed a group of fishermen on 
Nippersink Lake. A compliance check was 
conducted, and it was confirmed that two of 
the subjects were in possession of undersized 
largemouth bass. One subject was not in possession 
of a license. Citations were issued for the illegal fish. 

Police . . . continued
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CPO Davis stopped a boat on the Fox River 
that he recognized from past interaction. The 
subject admitted to accepting payment to 
guide but had not yet received his passenger 
for hire license. He was issued written 
warnings and advised he could not engage as 
a guide until all licenses were returned. 
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will) 
GRUNDY COUNTY 
CPO Reid conducted numerous patrols along 
the bank fishing area and boat ramp at 
Heidecke Lake. Several warnings and citations 
were issued for: fishing with too many devices, 
possession of under-sized walleye, and over 
limits of stiped bass. 
WILL COUNTY 
CPO Reid issued multiple citations for persons 
unlawfully in possession of smallmouth bass 
during a closed season along the DuPage, 
Kankakee, and Des Plaines rivers. 
While on patrol at I&M Canal State Trail, CPO 
Reid observed several individuals unlawfully 
bow fishing in an area restricted to a two pole 
and line fishing. He conducted a compliance 
check, and it was determined only one of them 
had a valid fishing license. CPO Reid inspected 
a garbage bag full of rough fish. The bag 
also contained smallmouth bass which had 
been shot with a bow and arrow device. The 
individuals were arrested for unlawful take of 
smallmouth bass with a bow and arrow device, 
unlawful possession of smallmouth bass, and 
fishing without a license. While conducting 

surveillance along local bodies of water, CPO 
Reid observed multiple fishermen throw their 
empty beer cans in the water while fishing. 
Contact was made, and multiple citations for 
pollution of a waterway and fishing without a 
license were issued. 
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson 
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, 
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, 
Piatt & Vermilion) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Viverito conducted fish enforcement on 
Clinton Lake which resulted in three short fish 
citations, two over limit citations, and two 
warnings for fishing without a license. 
MACON COUNTY 
CPO Wright conducted compliance checks 
of fishermen on Lake Decatur after receiving 
complaints of over limits and short crappie 
being taken. Several short crappie citations 
were issued, along with several fish license 
written warnings and citations. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Graden cited a fisherman at Evergreen 
Lake for unlawful take of over the legal limit 
of crappie. The Lake limit is 15 crappie, and 
the subject had 19 crappie in his possession. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Cottrell cited a Danville resident for 
unlawfully entering a posted turkey hunting 
site before 1:00 p.m. 
South Zone – Captain Jim Mayes District 
11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds (Counties: 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, 

Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby) 
COLES COUNTY 
CPO Greuel and Sgt. McReynolds cited two 
Mattoon men for civil cannabis violations at 
Lake Paradise. 
CPO Mieure issued a Charleston man one 
citation for over limit of bluegill, along with 
one written warning for no fishing license. 
CPO Mieure issued written warnings to a 
woman from Oakland, a man from Mattoon, 
and another man from Charleston for fishing 
without a license. 
EDGAR COUNTY 
CPO Greuel and Sgt. McReynolds cited a Paris 
man and woman at Twin Lakes for civil cannabis 
violations and fishing without a valid License. 
CPO Greuel cited a Paris woman who was in 
possession of three litters of raccoons and a squirrel. 
MOULTRIE COUNTY 
CPO Moody cited a Sullivan man for hunting 
turkey with no valid permit. He was given 
written warnings for no hunting license or 
habitat stamp. 
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker (Counties: Bond, 
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
While checking fishermen below the Carlyle 
Lake Dam, CPO Tapley saw two different 
groups of fishermen snagging for fish. Four 
subjects were issued citations for unlawfully 
snagging for fish. 
CPOs Tapley and Lentz conducted a detail at 
Carlyle Lake regarding a complaint about a 
subject taking an over limit of crappie the day 
before. The CPOs observed the fisherman catch 
more than his limit of crappie. The subject had 
the fish separated into two buckets, one of 
which he had tried to hide in the riprap. He 
was found to be in possession of 27 crappie, 
and he was issued two citations. 
CPO Tapley received a tip about two fishermen 
who were reported to have an over limit of 
crappie at Carlyle Lake. The fishermen were 
checked. It was found they did not have an 
over limit, but they did have three crappie 
under the legal length limit. 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Schachner checked four subjects fishing at a 
local lake. Two subjects were found to be fishing 
without licenses, one subject was illegally taking 
sport fish with a cast net, and the fourth subject 
possessed an undersized bass. 
District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens (Counties: 
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jefferson, Pope, Saline & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CPO Lay issued a citation to a fisherman 
for fishing without a license. In a separate 
incident, CPO Lay issued a citation to a 
fisherman for the unlawful possession of a 
short bass caught at Rend Lake. The fish was 
returned to the Lake.
HARDIN COUNTY 
CPO Diggins completed one boat registration 
inspection. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Jourdan issued a fishing license citation 
to a subject at JC Lake. CPO Jourdan 
encountered a sinking boat near a ramp at 
Rend Lake. He assisted in removing the boat 
from the water before it sank. 
SALINE COUNTY 
A 9-year-old boy was turkey hunting during 
the youth season when he shot at a turkey and 
accidentally killed two turkeys. CPO Johnson 
was immediately called, and they arranged a 
time to meet. The father was issued a written 
warning for the parental responsibility, 
unlawful take of turkey. The father is a local 
preacher who agreed to transport the turkey 
breasts to a local shelter for homeless. 
District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt (Counties: Clay, 
Crawford, Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, 
Jasper, Lawrence, Marion Richland, 
Wabash & Wayne) 
EDWARDS COUNTY 
CPO Roper received a complaint of illegal 
trapping activity. Upon investigation of the 
complaint, CPO Roper determined an Albion 
resident had been unlawfully placing cage 
traps near their residence. The subject was 
issued a citation for unlawful placement of 
traps out of season. 

Kitchen Knives • Hunting Knives • Skinning Knives
Pocket Knives • German Style Scissors • Cleavers

Axes • Swords • Repair Broken Tips

620-635-0292
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Police . . . continued
JASPER COUNTY 
CPO Smith was given information from Sgt. 
Hyatt referencing a complaint he received 
involving a resident who witnessed another 
person kill a raccoon. The complainant noticed 
a light shine into his bedroom window, and 
he had heard a dog barking prior to seeing 
the light. The resident heard a gunshot and 
decided to walk out to the area where the 
lights were coming from to ask what they 
were doing. The individual said he was in 
a raccoon hunting competition and was 
retrieving his coonhound. The hunter had a 
.22 caliber rifle in his possession. The hunter 
went ahead and shot the raccoon out of the 
tree and let the dog finish it off. The landowner 
asked him if he was going to take the raccoon 
carcass with him, and he hunter replied, “No.” 
The landowner was unaware of game laws 
and did not know if the hunter was in violation 
of anything. CPO Smith met with the suspect 
the following morning and issued him four 
citations for hunting furbearers out of season, 
possession of .22 caliber rifle during field trial, 
discharge of a rifle less than 300 yards from 
an inhabited dwelling, and hunting without 
permission. CPO Smith seized the rifle and 
I-bonded the subject. 
While on patrol at Sam Parr State Fish and Wildlife 
Area, CPO Roper observed a subject hunting 
mushrooms at the site before 1 p.m. Mushroom 
hunting is prohibited on state park property before 
1 p.m. due to safety concerns with turkey hunters. 
The subject was issued a citation for violating a 
posted state park regulation. 
MARION COUNTY 

CPO Smith was on patrol at Stephen A. Forbes 
State Recreation Area when he encountered 
two men fishing without a valid sport fish 
license. Both fishermen were issued citations 
for the violation. He also issued several written 
warnings for boating and minor fishing violations. 
RICHLAND COUNTY 
While on patrol, CPO Roper observed four 
individuals fishing at the Miller’s Grove Park; 
and he conducted a fishing license compliance 
check. One subject did not possess a valid 
fishing license and was issued a citation for 
fishing without a fishing license. 
While conducting a recreational boating 
enforcement patrol at the boat launch at East 
Fork Lake, CPO Roper conducted several boater 
safety compliance checks. While checking 
safety equipment on one of the boats, the 
individual was found to have an over limit of 
bluegill. The subject was issued a citation for 
keeping more bluegill than legally permitted 
on East Fork Lake. In a separate incident, he 
observed two individuals fishing along a road 
at East Fork Lake. He conducted a fishing 
license compliance check, and one subject did 
not possess a valid fishing license. The subject 
was issued a citation for fishing without a 
fishing license. 
District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor (Counties: 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, 
Perry, Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Johnson cited a subject for possession of 
three short bass on Kinkaid Lake. 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO Lewis investigated a complaint of fishing 
without permission. The three violators drove 
past multiple signs and across restricted 

mine property to access the location. In the 
process, they made large ruts on the property 
and ultimately got stuck. A tow was needed to 
get them out. The driver of the truck advised 
he thought they were at Pyramid State 
Recreation Area. The driver of the vehicle 
was charged with damage to private property 
while attempting to take aquatic life. The 
other two fishermen received citations for 
fishing without permission. 
CPO Lewis located two subjects fishing on mine 
property. There has been an ongoing complaint 
of trespass on the property, and the two 
fishermen had trespassed on railroad property 
to access their location. Both fishermen were 
cited for fishing without permission, along with 
warnings for fishing without a license. 
CPO Lewis investigated a third complaint of people 
fishing without permission on mine property. He 
located three subjects fishing without permission. 
One of the fishermen was in possession of seven 
largemouth bass. Knowing the statewide limit 
is six, the fisherman pointed out one dead bass 
and advised he caught that fish at Pyramid State 
Recreation Area. The bass was 16 inches long, 
and there is a 14 to 18-inch protected slot in the 
park. CPO Lewis also discovered that two of the 
fishermen did not have fishing licenses and were 
cited in 2017 for fishing without permission in 

Perry County. CPO Lewis cited all three fishermen 
for fishing without permission. He also issued 
one citation for failure to release the 16-inch 
largemouth bass. Warnings were issued for 
fishing without a license and taking over the limit 
of largemouth bass. 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
CPO Johnson conducted a compliance 
check of a subject at the Lake of Egypt. The 
subject hurriedly grabbed a bass out of his 
boat’s live well and walked toward him. CPO 
Johnson walked the subject back to the boat 
and observed five bass in the live well. The 
bass were not in compliance with the Lake 
ordinance. Also, the subject had not purchased 
a fishing license. The subject released the 
bass back into the Lake, and he was issued a 
citation for no fishing license. 
CPO Johnson conducted another compliance 
check of a subject at the Lake of Egypt. The 
subject was in possession of ten bass; the 
State legal limit is six. Four of the bass were 
not in compliance with the Lake ordinance. 
The subject also had not purchased a fishing 
license. The subject released the bass back 
into the Lake, and he was issued a citation for 
over limit of bass and a written warning for no 
fishing license.
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VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

(309) 342-0044
gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

New & Used Guns • Black Powder 
Supplies • Catalog Orders

Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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Coke & Pepsi Fountain
 Drinks Available

GENERAL STORE BAYVIEW
Why go anywhere else when you can find it here!

Tanning Packages 
Available

1520 Spring Bay Rd, East Peoria • 309-822-0707
OPEN MON-SAT 8am - 9pm • SUN 8am - 8pm

Stop by for a FREE 
4x6 photo printed 
from your Phone!

Vehicle Title & License Services • Vehicle Sticker Renewals
Fishing & Hunting Licenses • Propane & Ice • Groceries

Household Items • Personal Products • Outdoor Items • Kid Toys
Party Items • Seasonal Items

Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website

NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!

ABRUPT LOSS OF FUNCTION
 Normal use of mechanisms includes 
the possibility of having something go 
wrong, either gradually or abruptly. 
Firearms can have breakage like springs 
and firing pins that cause loss of function, 
or loss of one barrel’s use, if a double. 
Gradual deterioration can sometimes be 
noted, such as when a hinge action may 
become a bit loose before finally blowing 
open when being shot, and in that case the 
shooter could be at fault for neglecting such 
an obvious and growing shortcoming. Lack 
of awareness of what is happening with a 
mechanism is almost as bad as ignoring or 
putting off attending to signs of problems, 
such as a driver turning up the radio to stop 
noticing the sound of grinding brakes – a 
temporary solution with an expensive or 
disastrous conclusion.

 Some gradual failures would include 
springs weakening over time as an 
example: suppose that a hammer that hits 
with less force could be noticed as misfires 
in a gun that had no such problem before. 
This type of misfire cause is more likely 
than what some might expect, since a fair 

 A shooter had a failure to extract a 
fired shell and figured that the lack of 
the hook (seen at the top arrow) was the 
culprit until he knocked out the shell – 
and only the head came out (seen in the 
bottom right part). The rim was ballooned 
to nearly 3 times normal thickness and 
the blue hull remained inside the chamber 
(may be noted in left bottom section). The 
battering around the chamber at the 3 left 
arrows was either not noticed or thought 
as not serious, but this shotgun never 
had to pump a shell past those burrs 
during shell lift since this was strictly 
used as a single shot. That extractor tip 
was cracked off by the ballooning of the 
brass forcing the tip against the notch 
outer face of the extractor groove and 
snapping from the sudden shock (note 
the damage at the middle of the rim from 
impacting the hook).

number of calls concerning 
misfires think to blame a 
worn firing pin, but significant 
pin wear is uncommon; the 
typical cause is tip breakage 
and that creates a total loss 
of firing. The exception for 
certain types of firing pin 
failure (such as bending or 
becoming heavily burred as 
seen in both examples above, 
also note the points got 

flattened/deformed) is mainly due to poor 
materials choice or improper manufacture 
or fitting, and better steel and precision 
prevents these issues.
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OPEN 7 DAYS!
Tutt’s is a complete supply 
store for fishing, camping 

& much more…

Right next to 
MILLE LACS LAKE

27358 State Highway 18 
Garrison, MN 56450 

320-692-4341 
Fish@TuttsBait.com 
www.TuttsBait.com

VIDEO GAMING
Full Service Restaurant Serving Steaks, Seafood & More!

Tues.-Sat. • Lunch 11-2 • Dinner 5-9
Tues: Chicken Dinner Special & Excellent Pasta Dishes

Thurs: All-You-Can-Eat Walleye • Fri. & Sat.: Roasted Prime Rib
BUSINESS FOR SALE!

410 Locust St. • 309.244.9488

 This shotgun had developed severe 
(read as fatal) damage and one measure 
was in the bolt setback, much farther 
back than normal for defunct examples 
by a remarkable level. The rim edge vs. 
depression seen in these back face views 
forms the shadow seen by the blue arc 
seen in the right partial image. Total depth 
of the center compared to the ridged edge 
of the outer deformity is  .025”+, and to 
view any case head this warped is quite 
unsettling, what with fate most likely 
being all that kept blown-out brass bits 
and flame from endangering anyone to the 
right of this action. That is why I mention 
the need for consistent use of shooting 
glasses in the vicinity of the firing line, not 
just actual shooters.
 Some would seem to want to neglect 
the time necessary to check details that 
could have reduced the problems that 
occurred with their guns, or else it is the 
case of hope that the cost and damage 
won’t change from putting off a repair 
timeframe once it becomes apparent 
something will need to be done. In this 
example, was there any notice of the 
chamber edge bashing by the bolt, or 

swelled rims on any other fired shells 
before this black swan event?
 Other damaged or neglected sections 
were an inconvenience, if noticed, except 
for the failing trigger assembly to include 
the mostly inoperative slide lock. There 
was apparent lack of secure hold to keep 
the slide in fully locked forward position 
and if the bolt was less than securely 
locked, the progression of damage could 
advance with each specific instance 
causing major bashing when firing in 
slightly opened configuration. The slide 
lock hook was out of range and provided 
none of the factory inbuilt safety involving 
securing of the hammer, but why someone 
filed away the necessary engagement 
is another example of needing proper 
instruction to know what can be adjusted 
by a novice, and what they should avoid to 
prevent dangerous outcomes.
 Other problems of less importance in 
this mechanism had been evidence of total 
maladjustment of the forend retaining cap 
(being about three turns out from snug 
position, see the gap comparisons from 
sliding the wood fore and aft at the red 
brackets) and a missing screw in the 

magazine band (right arrow) and substitute 
screw in the magazine plug at the center 
arrow. That plug screw might be an outlier, 
but the other conditions are not something 
usually seen created by wear, but point to 
another undisclosed service attempt (and 
partial disassembly/hurried reassembly) 
that may have happened prior to arrival. 
The overall condition of the mechanism 

would have put off almost every other 
shop and most would have said the gun 
was only worth selling for parts salvage. 
How it was able to survive to the extreme 
level of destruction should be considered 
as a testament to Winchester steel, and a 
good bit of serendipity (blind luck).
 Since this shop specializes in difficult 
or what others deem impossible repairs, 
that is why these examples can be brought 
to your attention. If this level of damage 
remediation can be performed here, think 
of what mechanical difficulties can be 
overcome when all else has failed, and 
others either refuse the attempt or lack 
sufficient talent to restore the function.

2058 Old. Rt. 121 • Lincoln, IL 62656
DAY HUNTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Membership Fees • $200/yr.
Corporate • $1,000/yr.

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT & CHUKAR!

Call Greg: 217-871-3500
(217) 642-5895

www.big-oak.com
www.huntingparadise.com
email: hunt@big-oak.com

STOP THE BITING GNATS 
& MOSQUITOES!

VBS, Inc.
VanillaBugSpray.com

309.346.1044

You can find 
Vanilla Bug Spray at 
these fine dealers:

Amboy Sporting Goods, Amboy, IL
Bishop’s Ace Hardware, Springfield, IL
Nord Outdoor Power, Bloomington, IL

Riverside Bait and Tackle, Pekin, IL

SIGHTING-IN-DAY SAT. OCTOBER 6TH, 
AT THE ISRA RANGE IN BONFIELD 9:30AM-3:30PM

(just west of Kankakee) 
Staff to help you with your shotguns, slug guns, handguns, muzzle 

loaders and rifles.  Be sure to bring plenty of ammunition 
(actually, bring more than you think you need).  

We do not sell ammunition. Targets, ranges and instruction are 
supplied. Light lunch and snacks available. 

http://range.isra.org/
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SALES & SERVICE ON ALL OUTBOARD MOTORS!
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Let us 
help you 

keep your 
boat in 

the water!
310 Derby St. • Pekin, IL 61554

(309) 346-7018
Like Us on Facebook.com/ShipmanMarineandGun

FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537

www.ZippelBay.com
6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586

3 Night Cabin / 2 Day CHARTER
Starting at $390/person • Deluxe Cabin $460/person

Week cabin 
Starting at $840 • Deluxe Cabin $1740

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!

6771 State Hwy 42/57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Call for pricing & instructions Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Central

920-743-7162  • www.yostfurdressing.com

Hair-on Deer Hides $99.50
Natural Buckskin $79.50

HIPPO | RHINO | ELEPHANT | CAPE BUFFALO
ALLIGATOR | CROCODILE AND MANY OTHERS

CUSTOM LEATHER & HAIR-ON TANNING
MOOSE | DEER | ELK | COW | BUFFALO 
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SECRETARY ZINKE KICKS OFF NATIONAL PARKS 
INFRASTRUCTURE DISCUSSION AT BIPARTISAN EVENT

Zinke joined by senators and stakeholders

WASHINGTON – Highlighting the need 
to repair and rebuild our parks, U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke spoke 
Tuesday at a bi-partisan event at the 
Belmont-Paul Women’s Equality National 
Monument. The focus of the event was 
on fixing and preserving national park 
infrastructure and the $11.6 billion 
maintenance backlog currently facing 
our nation’s 417 national parks. The 
Secretary was joined by Senators Rob 
Portman, Mark Warner, Lamar Alexander, 
Angus King, and Steve Daines, as well 
as representatives from the National 
Park Foundation, Pew Charitable Trusts, 
National Parks Conservation Association, 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
and the Outdoor Industry Association. 

Secretary Zinke also premiered a new 
National Park Service video that highlights 
the love story of Americans and our 
national parks.
 “The immense infrastructure needs 
and maintenance backlog is one of the 
key issues facing our nation’s parks,” said 
Secretary Zinke. “Since my confirmation 
hearing, I’ve been adamant that we must 
address the nearly $12 billion maintenance 
backlog in our national parks. This isn’t a 
Republican issue or a Democrat issue—
it’s an American issue. Addressing the 
infrastructure needs of our national parks 
is an investment in their future and in 
ensuring they live up to their world-class 
reputation for generations to come. As we 
continue to focus on increasing access 
to our public lands, we must address 
this great need because they go hand-in-
hand. Yesterday’s discussion was another 
important step in this fight.”
 President Trump’s Fiscal Year 2019 
budget includes a legislative proposal to 
establish the Public Lands Infrastructure 

Fund. The Fund 
will provide up 
to $18 billion to 
address Interior’s 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
backlog in national 
parks, national 
wildlife refuges and 
Bureau of Indian 
Education schools 
through funding 
from energy leasing 
revenues. Since the budget release, the 
Administration has worked cooperatively 
with Members of Congress to introduce 
and support legislation to deal with the 
maintenance backlog.
 “President Trump recognizes the 
importance of a long-term investment 
in America’s treasures,” said Secretary 
Zinke. “The President is a builder who 
has made infrastructure a top priority of 
his Administration. Not since the 1950s 
has a President embarked on such a 
noble and ambitious mission to rebuild 

our national parks.”
 Funding for the national parks would 
be used to rebuild basic infrastructure 
like roads, trails, lodges, restrooms and 
visitors centers.
 While National Parks have enjoyed 
historic visitation over the past few years, 
many Americans have never been to a 
national park site and are unfamiliar with 
what infrastructure they hold.
 Here’s a quick look at National Park 
Service infrastructure across the board:
• More than 5,500 miles of paved roads



• More than 1,700 bridges and tunnels
• More than 17,000 miles of trails
• More than 1,300 campgrounds
•  More than 24,000 buildings including 

more than 500 visitor centers, 425 
park lodges and hotel buildings, 3,870 
housing units and more than 3,700 
bathrooms

• More than 1,000 miles of water pipelines
• More than 1,500 water systems
• More than 1,800 wastewater systems
• More than 500 electrical systems
 “Our national parks are an absolute 
treasure for our country, and this 
important, bipartisan legislation will 
help ensure we can preserve them for 
generations to come,” said Senator Rob 
Portman. “I want to thank my colleagues, 
Senators Mark Warner, Lamar Alexander, 
and Angus King, for their leadership on 
this issue as well as Secretary Zinke for 
his passionate support for our parks and 
our National Park System. I am urging 
leaders in the House and Senate to bring 
this bipartisan bill up for a vote this year 
so we can send it to the president’s desk 
for his signature.”
 “After years of chronic underfunding, 
I’m proud that we are finally taking 
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B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available

1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350
Call: 815.433.0432

Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com
Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

618-753-2003

Open:  
Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 1:30pm-Dusk

Sat. & Sun. 8:30am-Dusk

Located on Rte. 111, 3 mi. S. of 
Chesterfield, or 5 mi. N. of Medora, IL

Sporting Clay Range
Released Bird Hunts

Check out our Prices at: 
www.jokerswildsportingclays.com

Kamron’s Buck

an important first step to address the 
National Park Service’s $12 billion 
deferred maintenance backlog. The 
Restore Our Parks Act will provide 
significant investments to protect and 
preserve our national treasures for future 
generations to enjoy,” said Senator Mark 
Warner.
 “The Restore Our Parks Act is 
about filling potholes, fixing bathrooms, 
maintaining trails and campgrounds, 
repairing visitors’ centers and restoring 
our 417 national parks so Americans 
can enjoy them,” said Senator Lamar 
Alexander. “The good news is that 
Republicans and Democrats who often 
disagree are in near unanimous agreement 
we need to fix our national parks, and we 
agree that it should happen this year. 
Secretary Zinke has made clear the Trump 
Administration’s support for our bill, 
which would do more to restore national 
parks than anything that has happened in 
the last half century.”
 “Our national parks amaze, astound, 
and awe millions of Americans each 
year – but in order to accommodate so 
many visitors, the parks need to be well-
maintained,” Senator Angus King said. 

LINE-X IS MUCH MORE THAN A BEDLINER 
We strive to make an emotional 

connection between consumers and the 
LINE-X brand itself. Consumer awareness 

of our extensive capabilities is crucial 
in establishing this connection. 

LINE-X bedliners provide unmatched 
protection, and customization, for a truck bed.  

All LINE-X bedliners are backed with a 
Nationwide Lifetime Warranty.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS LINE-X
Business Hours

Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:00pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

5619 N. Galena Rd. • Peoria Heights, IL 61616

P: (309) 633-1380 • F: (309) 633-1385

“The existing $12 billion maintenance 
backlog threatens to prevent future 
generations from accessing these beautiful 
public lands, which is simply unacceptable. 
This bipartisan legislation would help 
address this backlog, and ensure that parks 
from Acadia to Zion will remain open and 
available for years to come.”

 “Our national parks set us apart 
from the rest of the world,” Senator 
Steve Daines said. “With this bipartisan 
and bicameral effort, we will be taking 
care of our national treasures and iconic 
landscapes that so many Montanans and 
Americans enjoy.”

Mike Steffa the Director of McLean County Dept. of Parks 
and Recreation with a 13 ½ pound Channel Catfish from 

Evergreen Lake. The catfish was released back into the lake.



 It was the end of August. The weather 
prediction was for sunny skies, 85 degree 
temperature, no wind and little humidity-- 
ideal timing to do some underwater 
filming on the Mississippi River. ‘Bobber’ 
Anne and I hit the river at 11 am.  On the 
Mississippi this would be ideal to catch 
smallmouth bass, our target.
 We began with a yellow Flick Fly® in 
our number one spot.  Yellow seems the 
best color on the Mississippi.  As Anne’s 
underwater lens neared bottom a half 
dozen smallies of varying sizes tuned in to 
our offering.  But not one of them struck 
my lure.  Maybe a tip of garden worm 
would help.  With that done several came 
in close and nudged the lure, but no takers.  

Maybe a different color?  Anne suggested 
a more natural color, so I put on a brown 
one.  This time, while watching the 
screen, fewer lookers and still no strikers.  
Next, I tried green and finally black.  Upon 
changing to black, Anne suggested I load 
the lure up with worm tippets.  The bass 
came in and nudged the worms but still 
no strikes.  We tried another spot, one 
which included a number of trees, limbs 
and roots.  This spot always produced 
smallies, sometimes small ones and 
often trophies.  We started with yellow 
again, and again went through the same 
routine.  Some very large smallies came 
in as we dropped the underwater lens 
with a Flick Fly® attached.  No results but 

plenty of bass on the 
screen.“Dan, I’ll try an 
Ugly Bug. That never 
fails,” commented 
Anne as she took 
another rod, tied on 
a chartreuse 1/16 
oz. Ugly Bug® and 
dropped it down to the 
lens which now rested 
on bottom in a Benthic 
zone.  Several bass 
reacted but not one 
opened their mouth 
to strike the sure-fire 
lure.  Not willing to 
give up she placed a 
crawfish-colored 1/16 oz. Ugly Bug® on 
the line.  This brought two four-pounders 
into view.  One raised at the lure but just 
as she came within an inch or so, dropped 
back and held back.  I suggested tipping 
it with a piece of worm to give it scent.  
The bug best represents a crawfish and 
the worm smells like a crawdad.  Once 
again, no takers but lots of lookers.  All 
spots proved out to be the same.  No 
strikes, no fish.  They had just turned off 
completely.  During our approach in the 
three smallie hot spots, the Flick Fly tail 

THEY DON’T ALWAYS BITE 
By Dan Gapen Sr.
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Ol’ Puckerpuss caught on a black Flick Fly tipped with 
a small Red Ball Egg

spinner would attract fish asit rode above 
the Benthic Zone and were inclined to 
follow it down into the Zone, but even 
with heavy scenting they all refused to 
strike.  Often the live bait was bumped 
but never struck.  Just to test the stubborn 
response of the bass, Anne had me load 
the fly with three angle worms, their 
tails trailing behind. Bass would nose the 
worms but refuse to eat them. We were 
baffled!   We tried trolling through the 
spots, tried casting and retrieving but to 
no avail. Even the pesky one-half to one-
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Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

pounders didn’t bite.  At 3:30 we made 
the decision to depart.  We hadn’t caught 
a fish.  Skunked!!  Never before on my 
favorite river had this happened.  We’d be 
back later.  
 THREE DAYS LATER:  Same weather, 
same temperature, much heavier humidity, 
with a rainstorm scheduled in 24 hours. 
We hit the river by 10:30 AM and headed 
upstream to my No. 1 spot.  Anne dropped 
her underwater lens, turned it on and guess 
what.  The same bass were there!  I know 
it was the small school of smallmouth 
because I noted one of the 2-pounders had 
a huge scar on its back which had been 
there the first time we greeted them.  This 
time three of them including Mr. Scar raced 
in on the yellow Flick Fly®, their intention 
to eat it.  And strike one of Mr. Scar’s 
buddies did!  After catching five bass, the 
largest a three-pounder, I changed to a 
brown Flick Fly®.  As the underwater lens 
neared bottom another near three-pounder 
and several smaller ones raced in to the 
target.  It was five to eleven, the same time 
we’d been fishing three days before when 
no one was feeding. Next, I changed to a 
white color which the fish weren’t as eager 
to engage.  Something was a bit odd here.  
Anne suggested I try black but instead we 
lifted anchor and motored up to my second 
hot spot where bank trees had slid into the 
river due to flooding. A black fly was tied on 

while Anne readied her underwater lens, dropped it down and excitedly 
announced the bass had crowded in on it.  One thing we’d always noted 
on previous underwater filming events was that these river fish had little 
fear of our underwater camera gear setup. She raised the gear, attached 
the black Flick Fly® to it, lowered it and held on.  Upon reaching bottom 
I instantly had a strike.  This time it was a redhorse sucker.  This fish, the 
sucker, was also my target for the day.  Previously, rough fish had been my 
target with the Flick Fly®.  This time, we hadn’t even used any scenting 
devise on the Fly.  Maybe we were learning something. Black, the color 
of many of the mud critters, are those which the rough fish feed on. Next 
came a nice 2 ½ pound smallie, two rock bass and then a carp.  There was 
no hesitating on any of their parts.  They instantly struck the black fly.
 Next, we tried a 1/16 oz. Ugly Bug crawfish color.  It was gobbled up 
the moment it hit bottom behind the camera lens.  Things had changed.  
Time was 2:15 pm three days after the first experiment.  What was the 
difference?  The daytime temperature was 85 degrees, with little wind.  
The only difference was that humidity was higher.  Plus, tomorrow 
would bring rain. Was that it?  Were fish anticipating low pressure with 
the coming rain?  Would that cause them to feed?
 It was obvious more study was needed to analyze this strange 
feeding shutdown of fish on the river. Does it occur in all rivers?  How 
long do these shutdowns last?  Do daytime temperatures have anything 
to do with it?  Would a change in humidity cause it?  Do river fish turn 
on just before a storm?  Do they turn on after a storm?  There are a lot 
of questions that must be answered.  I’ve NEVER been skunked on the 
Upper Mississippi.  Granted, we only fished for 4 ½ hours that first day. 
But normally the first three hours of the time we selected would have 
been priority time on my three favorite spots!
 We still have time to work out a solution.  Once that occurs, or if 
it does I’ll pass it on to you. Until next time this is the Old Man, Dan 
Gapen, Sr. hoping you don’t run into the 
dead spell Anne and I did.

The Ol’ Man Dan Gapen with a Red Horse Sucker, 
caught on a black Flick Fly, tipped with a Red Ball Egg
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Wessel Sports Outdoors

217-857-3553

All New Fishing and Tackle Equipment.
Specializing in Bass, Panfish and Catfish

Turkey Calls and Ammo
101 E. Main St, Teutopolis, IL 62467

Email John at John@gotowessels.com

S&S LICENSE SERVICE

OWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIM
519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603

CALL: 309-674-9532
EMAIL: titlemike@gmail.com

www.sandslicenseterminal.com

All Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and Boats
Specializing in Boat Trailer 

and ATV’s with no Title

CONSERVATION LEADERS SELECTED 
FOR INDUCTION INTO ILLINOIS 
OUTDOOR HALL OF FAME
New Hall of Fame Inductees to be 
Recognized at Illinois State Fair Aug. 18 
and at the Illinois Outdoor Hall of Fame 
Gala Sept. 21

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois Outdoor 
Hall of Fame will welcome as new 
inductees five individuals with records of 
exemplary service in and commitments 
to improving conservation efforts and 
outdoor recreation opportunities in Illinois.
The Illinois Conservation Foundation (ICF) 
today announced the selections of Diane 
Banta, Jerry Beverlin, David F. Grohne, 
Sam Oliver, and Steve Widowski for 
induction as the Illinois Outdoor Hall of 
Fame’s Class of 2018. 
 The new Hall of Fame members 
will be recognized during a presentation 
at Conservation World at the Illinois 
State Fair in Springfield at 11:00 a.m. on 

Saturday, August 18, and again at the 
Illinois Outdoor Hall of Fame Gala on Friday 
evening, September 21 in Springfield.
 Since 2002, the ICF has recognized 
Illinoisans for their significant contributions 
and unparalleled dedication in preserving, 
promoting, enhancing or supporting 
natural resources and outdoor recreation 
opportunities with induction into the Illinois 
Outdoor Hall of Fame.

ILLINOIS OUTDOOR HALL OF FAME 
CLASS OF 2018

Diane Banta, Chicago
 During her more than 35-year career 
with the National Park Service, Diane 
Banta’s enthusiasm for the causes of 
outdoor recreation has been instrumental 
in bringing together partners to advance 
successful initiatives throughout northeast 
Illinois.  Those success stories range from 

the completion of the Cal-Sag Trail, the 
founding of the Millennium Reserve and 
the Calumet Collaborative, the formation 
of the Hackmatack National Wildlife 
Refuge, and the development of water 
trails throughout the region. Ms. Banta 
is well-known for bridging gaps between 
partners, for turning project skeptics into 
enthusiastic supporters, and for ensuring 
that local residents have their voices 
heard on projects in their communities. 
Ms. Banta’s advocacy has expanded 
development of water trails on rivers, lakes, 
and the Lake Michigan shoreline allowing 
canoeing and kayaking.  Getting kids and 
families in Voyageur canoes through the 
“Canoemobile” program gives novice 
paddlers a chance to see Chicagoland from 
a unique, new perspective.  Diane Banta’s 
nominators describe her as an “awesome 
champion” for outdoor recreation in Illinois, 

thanks to the breadth of her influence in 
bringing all parties together to expand 
opportunities for Illinois citizens and 
visitors to enjoy the outdoors. 

Sylvan (Jerry) Beverlin, Petersburg
 Jerry Beverlin’s commitment to 
and passion for conservation in Illinois 
earned him a reputation as an ethical 
and responsible steward of the land, 
with an expansive understanding of 
conservation land management for 
the benefit of all Illinois citizens.  Mr. 
Beverlin began a lengthy public service 
career with the then Illinois Department 
of Conservation when he was hired as a 
maintenance worker at Sam Parr State 
Fish and Wildlife Area at the age of 18. 
Serving later as superintendent of a 
number of state sites, Jerry focused on 
improving infrastructure, while protecting 
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Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk

Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!

PETERSBURG • 18517 Kelly Street • 217-632-7767
HAVANA • 1105 State Route 97 • 309-543-6303 
Sloans.com

6-YEAR POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

ON COMPACT UTILITY TRACTORS

You can search from one end of Illinois 
to the other. You will not – we repeat – 
you will NOT find a 6-Year Powertrain
Warranty on a compact utility tractor 
that equals the one that comes  
standard with every John Deere  
Compact Utility Tractor.

natural lands, developing hiking trails, 
improving park roads and day-use areas, 
and expanding boat accesses.  He rose 
through the ranks of the Department to 
later serve for 15 years as Director of the 
Office of Land Management, making him 
the longest-serving manager of the Illinois 
state park system. During his tenure, Mr. 
Beverlin was instrumental in acquisition of 
what is now Lowden-Miller State Forest, 
development of Jim Edgar Panther Creek 
State Fish and Wildlife Area, acquisition 
and development of the World Shooting 
and Recreational Complex, securing 
dedicated state funding through the 
Environmental License Plate, expanding 
trails and trail funding, modernizing park 
maintenance equipment, expanding 
the hiring of seasonal park workers, 
and expanding the park interpreter and 
Department-wide education programs. 
In retirement, Jerry’s commitment to 
conservation continues, as he has helped 
draft legislation and enact programs to 
further land protection and conservation 
programs, helped write conservation 
stewardship plans, and advocated for 
outdoor recreation programs as an officer 
with the United Bow Hunters of Illinois.

David F. Grohne, Wilmington
 David F. Grohne, former chairman 
of the Independence Tube Corporation 
of Chicago, and his wife, Marg, are 
longtime passionate supporters of efforts 
to enhance and expand wetland habitat 
to benefit waterfowl and other wildlife.  
Mr. and Mrs. Grohne were recognized 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and Ducks Unlimited for their lifetime of 
philanthropic support, leadership, and 
service in 2017 with the naming of a 
1,380-acre Waterfowl Protection Area 
in their honor.  Mr. Grohne’s support has 
helped conserve thousands of acres of 
critical waterfowl nesting habitat, restore 
and preserve crucial duck migration 
habitat in the Illinois River Valley, and 
fund numerous important waterfowl 
research projects in conjunction with the 
Max McGraw Wildlife Foundation, Delta 
Waterfowl Foundation, and The Wetlands 
Initiative. Through the Independence Tube 
Corporation and the D.F. and M.T. Grohne 
Family Foundation, nearly $800,000 has 
been donated to fund nature field trips for 
more than 100,000 students through the 
Illinois Biodiversity Field Trip Grant program 

managed by the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources. Mr. Grohne realizes the 
value in providing students and teachers 
with the opportunity to take their learning 
outside the classroom, and to experience 
nature. One nominator wrote: “There is 
no more outstanding example of a citizen 
conservationist than Dave Grohne; Illinois 
is lucky to have him, and his efforts will 
last for generations to come.”

Sam Oliver, Barrington
 Sam Oliver, one of northeast Illinois’ 
best-known conservationists, directed 
the efforts of more than 700 volunteer 
members of the Barrington-based Citizens 
for Conservation, an organization she 
led as staff director from 1984 to 2015.  
Citizens for Conservation (CFC) is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
preserving and restoring native habitats 
that once covered northeast Illinois. CFC 
preserves and restores land with the help 
of volunteers and donors who want to 
protect the health and beauty of the land 
for future generations. Under Sam Oliver’s 
leadership, the organization expanded 
education programs for youth and other 
community members, and expanded 
CFC’s natural lands preservation and 
restoration efforts.  CFC volunteers and 
donors have helped preserve more than 
3,100 acres of open space, and acquire 
more than 430 acres of natural habitat in 
the Barrington area. One of her nominators 
noted that “Sam Oliver is synonymous with 
conservation and volunteerism.”  

Steve Widowski, Vienna
 Steve Widowski dedicated most of his 
professional career serving as a wildlife 
biologist for the U.S. Forest Service in the 
Shawnee National Forest, but his influence 
in enhancing wildlife habitat and outdoor 
recreation opportunities extends well 
beyond the forest in southern Illinois. The 
Chicago native was instrumental in the 
development, restoration and management 
of much of the critical wildlife habitat on 
the Shawnee, including the Big Muddy 
Bottomlands, and the Oakwood Bottoms 
Greentree Reservoir, which provides an 
important migration and wintering area for 
waterfowl.  Mr. Widowski took the lead 
in coordinating a partnership involving the 
Forest Service, the HeartLands Conservancy, 
Ducks Unlimited and other conservation 
partners to acquire high-priority sites in 
the Mississippi River floodplain and to 

restore thousands of acres of wetland and 
bottomland forest habitat across southern 
Illinois. Now retired from the Forest 
Service, Mr. Widowski continues to work 
to protect and manage natural resources in 
the region as a special projects coordinator 
for the HeartLands Conservancy.
 The Illinois Conservation Foundation 
is an IRS 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit 
corporation established in 1995 to help 
support the mission and programs of the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  
The ICF inspires today’s youth – 
tomorrow’s leaders – by providing quality 
outdoor education and programs that 
instill interest in conservation, ecology 
and sustainability.  Contributions are tax 
deductible to the fullest extent of the 
law. For more information on the Illinois 
Outdoor Hall of Fame, or to register for the 
2018 Illinois Outdoor Hall of Fame Gala, 
check the ICF website www.ilcf.org.
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Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

  OCTOBER 6-7 - BELLE-CLAIR 
FAIRGROUNDS

200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL 

OCTOBER 20-21 - SPRINGFIELD, IL 
IL STATE FAIRGROUNDS

(ORR BUILDING)
801 E. Sangamon Ave., Springfield, IL

NOVEMBER 3-4
INTERSTATE CENTER

1106 Interstate Drive, Bloomington, IL

NOVEMBER 10-11 - THE PAVILION
1602 Sioux Dr., Marion, IL

DECEMBER 8-9 - PEKIN, IL
AVANTI’S DOME

3401 Griffin Ave. Pekin, IL

DECEMBER 15-16 - GATEWAY CENTER
1 Gateway Dr., Collinsville, IL

ECA Inc. • PO Box 138 • Centralia, IL 62801 • 618-495-2572
Visit us on Facebook!  ISRA.org

Park Falls, WI – Not only is Park Falls, 
Wisconsin’s St. Croix Rod a family-run 
company, they’re an even larger global family 
of passionate angler customers. No matter the 
style of fishing or species, there’s a St. Croix Rod 
user out there willing to share his or her story.
 When it comes to fly fishing, meet St. Croix 
Rod’s friend and fly fishing expert, Jen Ripple, 
the founder and publisher of DUN Magazine.
 “I grew up in Wisconsin, so fishing St. 
Croix rods is partially a nostalgia thing for 
me. I love the fact that St. Croix rods are 
manufactured in Park Falls, Wisconsin, and 
American made. I love, love, love the people 
there — the owners, the Schluter family — 
and the factory is full of quality people, which 
makes it easy for me. Plus, St. Croix is the kind 
of company that the minute you fish their rods 
you become part of the family,” says Ripple.
 The way St. Croix does 
business has much in common 
with how Ripple runs her 
publication, DUN Magazine. “I 
looked for a women’s fly fishing 
magazine and there wasn’t one. 
So, I started working on one in 
June of 2013 and by September 
we had our first issue. As of 2017, 
we had 180,000 readers of the 
digital publication, but anglers 
would write in all the time asking 
for print. In July 2017 we issued 
our first print version and now it’s 
carried at Barnes & Noble and countless fly 
shops across the country, besides numerous 
subscriptions,” says Ripple.
 The quarterly magazine is more like a 
coffee table book than yet another fly fishing 
magazine. “It’s really a large ‘book-a-zine’ 
where we focus on beautiful photos and tell 
the everyday woman fly angler story. It’s not 
about the professionals. The vast number of 
stories are written by everyday anglers.”
 Along those lines, DUN Magazine 
also features content about the fly fishing 
lifestyle, human interest stories, topics like 
conservation, food and drink, and fly fishing 
history.
 “For example, most anglers have no 
idea that women have been involved in fly 
fishing since the 15th Century. In 1497, a nun 
wrote the first fly fishing book because the 
Church required a document to sanction any 
kind of pastime. This book covered how to 
make a hook and fly, how to dye horse hair 
for use as line depending on water clarity, as 

well as early commentary on conservation, 
trespassing, etc.,” says Ripple.
 Of course, DUN Magazine does 
feature plenty of content about fly fishing 
— from beginner information to advanced 
concepts.  “Every magazine is completely 
different. One thing we do in each issue is 
a  ‘Back to Basics’ page, which covers those 
topics that anglers may feel embarrassed 
asking about, like fly choices for summer. The 
best way for new anglers to start fly fishing in 
summer is to choose a terrestrial or surface 
pattern, like a grasshopper, ant, or cricket, 
which doesn’t require a perfect presentation. 
And when it comes to gear, we cover items 
that do their job well and try to explain why 
we love the expensive gear that we do.”
 Along those lines, you might expect the 
founder and publisher of one of the finest fly 

fishing publications in the world to choose a 
fly rod with a price tag nearing four digits. Not 
Jen. For the past year, she’s been fishing the 
lightweight and fast action Imperial USA — 
a family of fly rods produced right at the St. 
Croix factory in Park Falls, Wisconsin, with a 
price tag between $230 and $330.  
 “My first experience with Imperial USA 
Fly was in the Driftless Region last year, 

where I tested 4 and 5 weight models with 
St. Croix National Accounts Manager, Dan 
Johnston. I was really surprised at the ease 
of casting, especially given the price point. 
You expect less expensive rods to be bulky 
and difficult to throw. Not the Imperial USA — 
it’s unbelievably castable. The 4 or 5 weight 
Imperial USA fishes perfectly for short casts, 
drifts, and mending on smaller creeks but you 
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Is your pond ready for next season? 
We can help!

FRED THOMAS RESORT 2086 N Co. Rd. F Birchwood, WI 54817
PHONE 715-354-3761 fredthomasresort@gmail.com

Perpetually
New

BIG CHETAC LAKE • BIRCHWOOD, WISCONSIN
21 distinctive Lake Homes and Condo units immaculately
maintained and equipped with every amenity including free
wireless internet service, cable TV, DVD, microwave ovens,
complete kitchens, Weber grills, and all units air conditioned.
Outstanding facilities include: glistening lake views; screened
porches; lush, well-groomed grounds; fine swimming area; large,
well-equipped playground with volleyball, basketball,
shuffleboard, horseshoes; laundromat; rec. room; exercise room;
kayaks, paddleboat, canoe, Standup Paddleboards; fire pit.
Marina facilities include pontoon, boat & motor rental, a cement
launch ramp, live bait, lakeside gasoline service, and covered
docking in our large boathouse for your boat or ours at no extra
charge. Unexcelled panfishing – excellent game fishing.
Spring and Fall: Discount Rates.
Last night free special. ATV trail access. www.fredthomasresort.com

In a class by itself.

can also cast it a long way, which was really 
surprising,” remarks Ripple.
 Along those lines, she says it’s rare 
that you find a fly rod that’s both perfect for 
beginners and advanced anglers. “Some rods 
today are just so fast. The Imperial USA’s 
action is perfect. Not only is it the perfect 
beginner or novice rod, it’s a great choice for 
the advanced angler. 
 Whatever casting level you’re at, you can 
adjust your cast to the Imperial USA very quickly.”
 She adds that equipment like the St. Croix 
Imperial USA helps dismiss the misconception 
that fly fishing is an exclusive old white 
guy’s sport. “Women are the fastest growing 
demographic in the sport of fly fishing. Anyone 
can do it, regardless of age, physical situation, 
or socio-economic status—and equipment 
like St. Croix rods make it easier for all.”
 St. Croix Rod Director of Marketing, 
Jesse Simpkins, feels fortunate to work with 
a fly angler like Jen Ripple. “Male or female, 
there are very few fly anglers out there of 

Jen’s caliber. She’s technically gifted, well 
respected, and very knowledgeable. Although 
we’re able to develop rods based on years 
of knowledge, there’s always the need for 
refinement, so we work with all types of 
anglers before we bring rod models to market. 
Asking Jen to join us in testing what we felt 
was an improved Imperial USA freshwater and 
saltwater line made perfect sense. She was 
able to provide feedback that has allowed us 
to create even better fly fishing rods for all 
anglers. We now think it’s the best value of 
any fly rod produced in the U.S.”
 
IMPERIAL® USA FEATURES 
•  Dynamic blend of high-modulus/high-strain 

SCIV graphite and premium quality SCII 
graphite.

• Slim-profile ferrules.
•  Kigan Master Hand 3D stripper guides with 

aluminum-oxide rings and black frames.
•  Sea Guide® snake guides with black PVD 

coating for extra hardness and increased 

smoothness.
•  Uplocking, machined-aluminum reel seat 

with wood insert on most 2-6 wt. models.
•  Uplocking, machined-aluminum reel seat on 

7-10 wt. models.
•  Premium-grade cork handle.
• Kigan hook-keeper.
• Two coats of Flex-Coat slow cure finish.
•  Rugged rod case with handle and divided 

polypropylene liner.
•  15-year transferable warranty backed by St. 

Croix Superstar Service.
•  Lightweight, fast action fly rods designed 

for maximum performance and value.
• Chestnut Brown Metallic aesthetics.
• Designed and handcrafted in Park Falls, U.S.A.
 
About St. Croix Rod
Now in its 70th year, Park Falls, Wisconsin 
based St. Croix Rod remains a family-
owned and managed manufacturer of high-
performance fishing rods with a heritage 

of USA manufacturing. Utilizing proprietary 
technologies, St. Croix controls every step of 
the rod-making process, from conception and 
design to manufacturing and inspection, in 
two company-owned facilities. The company 
offers a complete line of premium, American-
made fly, spinning and casting rods under 
their Legend Elite®, Legend® Xtreme, Legend 
Tournament®, Avid Series®, Premier®, Wild 
River®, Tidemaster®, Imperial® and other 
trademarks through a global distribution 
network of full-service fishing tackle dealers. 
The company’s mid-priced Triumph®, Mojo 
Bass/Musky/Inshore/Surf, Eyecon® and 
Rio Santo series rods are designed and 
engineered in Park Falls, Wisconsin and built 
in a new, state-of-the-art manufacturing 
facility in Fresnillo, Mexico. Founded in 1948 to 
manufacture jointed bamboo fishing poles for 
a Minneapolis hardware store chain, St. Croix 
has grown to become the largest manufacturer 
of fishing rods in North America.
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1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

A SHOT TOO FAR
By John Simeone

        Landon 
is a good kid 
and a good 

rifle shot, I know I taught him under 
the most strictistist of standards. His 
grandfather passed away when he was 5 
and left him an impressive gun collection, 
when he turned 10 I took him under the 
wing for his Man training. It wasn’t long 
before he was seriously shooting with 
the various 22 rifles which culminated in 
splitting a few playing cards for the final 
test. Then came the deer rifles which he 
had no problem with all the way up to a 
45-70. Landon is a stout boy now age 12 
and growing. 
 Among his gun collection was 
Grandpa’s Remington model 600 one of 
the most handy little rifles ever made and 
accurate as all get out. It was in 6mm 
Remington, a tried and true deer cartridge 
and with the 95 grain SST Hornady 
Superperformance ammo I was sure it 
was enough gun for our back yard deer 
in Louisiana. So we sat for several days 

in Grandpa’s old box stand only 50 yards 
behind the home place. We all live in a 
rather rural environment.
  Then out of nowhere a huge 10 point 
materialized out in the open and posed for 
the Centerfold of Buckmaster Magazine. 
Landon was ready and at the shot there 
was only the slightest hint of a flinch from 
the buck. It was only 120 yards, perfect 
broadside, so well within the capabilities 
of the rifle, or so I thought. 3 hours later 
with a slow meticulous tracking job with 
almost no blood trial we found the 250 
pound monster buck. It was a perfect 
lung shot but the fat had plugged the hole 
causing the problem. Never the less all’s 
well that ends well. The lesson was simple 
Ruark’s rule of use enough gun must apply 
as a 7mm/08 or 308 caliber would have 
meant a much better outcome.
 Somewhere out West, on a private 
ranch where no one else can go, a team 
of Shooters line up a Bull Elk. You notice I 
didn’t refer to them as Hunters and here’s 
why. Fist we have a really nice Custom 

7mm Remington Magnum certainly a fine 
Elk Rifle rigged out with a high tech and 
really expensive telescopic sight. Still 
nothing wrong yet. Then we have the 
spotter, I won’t call him a guide because 
its a guides job to get his client in proper 
range for an ethical shot, better termed 
as an accomplice. I’m sure now you see 
where I’m going with this.
 Now we have our Marine Scout 
Sniper Wanna Bes (that never served a 
day), correctly calculating the range and 

wind drift while the range is established at 
1080 yards, no I didn’t stutter. The animal 
is so far away it doesn’t go on alert at 
the first shot that missed. Now the video 
cameras roll as the shooter fires several 
shots that hit on various parts of the elk 
until it staggers and falls. Of course that 
part is edited out and for the sake of 
advertisement of what ever component 
they are selling today as they show the 
animal dropping in its tracks with the first 
shot. Well it can be done once in a Blue 

Just because you can do something doesn’t mean you should....

This magnificent 41 point buck was 
taken at 25 yards with a shotgun, 

Glen Jackson knew how to get close.

Landon did everything right, 120 
yards a perfect shot with Grandpa’s 

6mm, even so it went 1000 yards. 
This shows keep the distance close 

and use enough gun.

922 S Park St. • Hardin, IL 62047

 618-576-9466 • FAX: 618-576-9472
www.quillersoutboard.com

2018 SilverWave 230 Grand Costa RL powered 
with 200 hp Suzuki $42,500

(price includes trailer)

2018 Silverwave 230 Island CL 
powered with 150 Suzuki  $35,000.00

(Dealer Demo) (price includes trailer)

2017 Silverwave 210 Island F Pontoon 
powered with a 90HP Suzuki $25,000.00 

(price includes trailer)



The elegant Henry Longranger in 308 
Winchester is the most accurate lever 
action made. An ethical hunter will 

keep their shots within 300 yards to be 
sure of a humane kill shot.
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LAKE MILLE LACS
WORLD-CLASS SMALLMOUTH

18” - 21” ARE COMMON!
Huge Northern, Big Walleye & Record Muskies!

Located on Lake Mille Lacs this world famous lake features some 
of the best Walleye, Jumbo Perch, Bass, Northern and Muskie fishing 

available today. Whether it’s open water fishing on our Spacious 
4-hour Fishing Launches in the Summer or a Private Launch fishing event, 

a good time will be had by all. Lake Mille Lacs is Minnesota’s second 
largest lake covering 132,000 acres with 76,000 miles of shoreline.

EAT, SLEEP & FISH PACKAGE:
ONLY $125! (Per Person, Double Occupancy)

Sunday - Wednesday
2-Launch Fishing Trips, 

Lodging at Resort,
Breakfast & Dinner!

320.692.4413 • 800.450.4682
Check out the webcam & photos on the website!

www.TwinPinesMilleLacs.com

Twin Pines is just south 
of Garrison on Hwy 169 
overlooking St. Alban’s 

Bay on Mille Lacs’ 
magnificent Westside!

Moon, so now what? The true challenge of 
hunting be damned, lets build up our egos 
and see just how far we can kill; oh should 
I be politically correct and say harvest, I 
think not.
 There is a lot of math involved in a 
shot like that, but you only seem to get 
half the story from the Elk Shooters. The 
wind factors are only partially accounted 
for and can change in an instant. The big 
math factor is the bullet energy. Now 
if you think we had a problem on a 250 
pound whitetail at only 120 yards with a 
6mm bullet, what do you think will happen 
at over a thousand yards on a 900 pound 
animal with a 7mm bullet? Dirty Harry 
was right, “You have got to know your 
limitations.”
 A 7mm Magnum has about the same 
energy at 500 yards as a 7.62x39 round 
has at the muzzle, a litte less than a 30-
30 Winchester, extend that another 500 
yards and tell me what you get. There 
are two things you don’t want to do as an 
ethical hunter when it comes to executing 
an ethical shot on big game. In close 
encounters, you don’t want to attempt a 
shot through brush as any and all bullets 
will be deflected enough to hit the game 
but you know not where. The simple rule 

is wait for a clear opening in the foliage. 
With the long shot, past 500 yards even 
for experts, just don’t do it. They really 
haven’t the slightest idea where they will 
hit the animal and evidently they don’t 
care, its just “Poke and Hope,” in reality. 
Its all about an ego trip of paper tigers. If 
you can’t get within 300 yards, which is 
still a hard shot I suggest you stick to Golf.
 Here is the bottom line. There is a 
difference between Police and Military 
Snipers, which seems to be the trend for 
the Egotist Big Game Shooter. This Hero 

worship should only go so far as learn to 
be a good rifle shot. Unfortunately the long 
shot has been dramatized by Hollywood by 
the ironic fact that most liberal actors hate 
hunting. The reality of a Police Sniper on a 
SWAT Team is to get as close as possible, 
and to make a precision “No Reflex Shot,” 
which comes when all else fails.
 The military Scout Sniper has a 
different mission altogether which in no 
way relates to a Hunting situation. They 
will take the long shot due to one simple 
fact, the mission is to cause casualties. 

My awesome Henry 45-70 will put 
the skids on anything and I mean 

anything, but keep it under 200 yards.

My Browning X-Bolt was a great 
deer/elk rifle dropping everything in 
its tracks in 325 WSM, but I never 

shot over 225 yards.

All smoking charges are based on finished 
weight of product. All Deer must have proper 
tags before processing.
$30 Deposit Required
Cash/Check Only
24-HOUR LATE NIGHT 
DROP OFF AVAILABLE!

DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE

PEORIA AREA 
HEADQUARTERS 

FOR DEER PROCESSING
Salami, Summer Sausage, 

Snack Sticks, Brats and More
309.688.8711

703 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE • PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL

www.alwanandsons.com



At 150 yards the CZ-527 in 7.62x39 is a tack driver, 
but the little buck took a step just as I fired hitting too 

far back. Luckily it only ran 40 yards, but imagine 
what can happen with a Bull Elk at 1000 yards.
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279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

(217) 764-5678 

The-bullettrap.com

WELCOME TO 

THE BULLET TRAP!  

Experience state-of-the-art 
indoor recreational target shooting!

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now 

open for business. We carry a variety of 
firearms and accessories.  We also accept 

guns on trade and consignment. 

The Bullet Trap is available for private 
parties and special events. 

THE “CABIN”

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:
Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat 

Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting

Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.
You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

2 LOCATIONS:
3711 Amber • Pinckneyville, IL

618-357-2711

477 Hwy 6 West • Oxford, MS
662-236-7773

Find Details & Pictures of Inventory at:
MooreBrothersAutoSales.com

2470 235th St.
Fort Madison, IA

1-877-BIRDHUNT
www.FaethsFowlPlay.com

FAETH’S
FOWL PLAY

Yes, they do kill the enemy quite 
often but when they don’t a casualty 
is still caused which relates to 3 
individuals that have to carry the 
wounded soldier to safety and others 
that must now provide medical care.
That causes the enemy to spend 
more money and lose time. This is 
known as a battlefield multiplier as 
one good rifleman can cause a lot of 
damage to the enemy without the 
expenditure of artillery and rockets.
 Notably the Snipers learned 
from hunters but then made 
adjustments to the actual situation. 
The hunter deals with what I call 
the 3 R’s, Reality, Respect and 
Responsibility, break these rules and 
you’re out of touch with the true challenge 
of the ethical hunter. The true Reality of 
the long shot is it is not a percentage 
shot no matter how good you are or your 
equipment, there’s just too many variables 
for hunting. Should you do this anyway, 
due to your inflated ego, you have lost 
Respect for the animal that you prize as 
a Trophy and you lose respect for yourself 
when you try it, and then have to lie your 

way out. Finally if you do this it shows 
a lack of Responsibility to the Hunting 
Community. It sets a bad example for the 
newer generation of hunters giving them 
a fantasy outlook that such shots are the 
norm. Then when the word gets out, and 
trust me it already did to the Anti-Hunters, 
its like pouring gasoline on a fire.
 Most experienced hunters will tell 
you they just don’t shoot that far anyway. 
The name of the game and the challenge 

is to get as close as you can and make 
a perfect shot. Once you have achieved 
the proper range the hunt is over and you 
have outwitted the game, then its the shot 
that should be easy if you do everything 
right. Then the next time your listening to 

I took this buck at 7 steps with a 32 inch barrel 45-70 wearing full 
Hunter Orange sitting at the base of a tree, now that’s getting close.

your buddies talk about some ridiculous 
long shot, tell them how, with your 7mm 
magnum, you made a 100 yard shot on 
that big buck and it dropped without a 
struggle...Pass it on.

A Shot Too Far . . . continued
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  In my years 
of writing, this 
topic seems to 
gain the most 

debate and controversy. I continue to not 
apologize for wearing glitter makeup in 
the woods. Male or female, most everyone 
would like to have some game in the “good 
looks” department so why not own it. Just 
be sure you’re not adding any new smells 
or fragrance but, instead, opt for something 
odorless on your face.
 I experimented with facemasks years 
ago hunting with my father. They were so 
aggravating. I tended to take them off while 
moving between areas during the hunt and 
sometimes forgot to put the mask back on. 
I also couldn’t hear as well through a mask. 
One time, while I was drawing my bow on 
an elk and my kisser button snagged my 
mask and twisted it around sideways on my 
head. I might as well have been shooting 
blindfolded. My mother was the one who 
suggested that I use better quality tinted 
UV makeup and add my sparkly colors to 
my hunt. She also declared I would like my 
photos better when we were successful and 
took pictures after our hunt. She was correct 
and I have never left camp without pink lips 
and glitter eye shadow. 
 No matter what outdoor activity you’re 
into, camping, hiking, fishing or hunting with 

your bow: SPF is a vital accessory. Thankfully, 
most moisturizers and foundations contain 
SPF protection. If you’re going for the “no 
makeup, makeup” be sure to find a UV 
daily moisturizing facial sunscreen or body 
cream. Both glide on smoothly, hydrate your 
skin, and are lightly pigmented to cover 
imperfections. The Elta MD skincare cream 
formulation includes a hyaluronic acid UVA/
UVB protection for added staying power.
 Multiple companies in the outdoor 
industry have put out odorless hand & body 
lotions. I’ve found Dead Down Wind to last 
the longest. Elta MD has the best odorless 
SPF 40 sunscreen. MAC and Mahya 
cosmetics have the best glitter eye shadows 
that are long lasting and have no scent. 
 The Vogue-style makeup controversy 
in the woods will always be talked about 
however, I feel makeup is such a part of a 
females daily ritual that going completely 
without it would be unnatural. My morning 
routine makes me feel more alert in the field 
“versus just rolling out of bed.” My tinted 
moisturizer has SPF in it for the dual function 
of providing a barrier from the sun as well as 
any camouflage I may apply in the field.
 I now hunt with my husband and enjoy 
the look on his face every time he turns 
around on the top of the mountain and 
discovers I reapplied my sparkly pink lipstick. 
The look on his face is priceless. Even more 
priceless is when he discovers he carried my 
bottle of hairspray up the mountain!

ODORLESS GLITTER
PinkOutdoors.comPinkOutdoors.com
by Keli Van Cleave

UV & Glitter Products Ad Nails to the Rage
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 Scrapes are territorial markers made 
by bucks to mark and define their breeding 
territory.   Both bucks and does visit scrapes 
and leave information through smells they 
put down through urine, saliva, and various 
scent glands.  A buck can analyze a does 
smell and her readiness to breed, plus how 
recently she visited the scrape.     
 Scrapes tell visiting bucks and does 
that “this is my territory”.     It also lets the 
scrape creator know that there is another 
buck in his area that could be a major 
challenger.    Every smell or bit of residue 
left there can be read by all deer.   Scrapes 
are todays equivalent of “Facebook.”   Most 
of these sign posts are made beginning late 
August/early September and ramp up as 
the fall season progresses.  In the southern 

states this activity may vary by a couple of 
weeks
 Many scrapes are made by 1 ½ year 
old bucks and then never freshened again.  
Older bucks, that do the majority of breeding, 
will often return to the scrape freshening it 
again and again.  There are also preferred 
areas that bucks use over and over.  Such 
spots could be along a major travel route, in 
a bottleneck/pinch point or near a bedding 
area.  These are the spots I concentrate on 
when making my mock scrapes.
 STEP #1:  FIND A SPOT.   Because I hunt 
the same area year after year I’ve learned 
several “go to” spots to set up a mock 
scrape.    Major trails leading to and from 
bedding areas are good spots to check out.  
These are high traffic corridors used by does 
and buck alike.
 Check out pinch points and areas where 
several trails intersect.  As you scout these 
places look for bare patches that are newly 
opened, some of which could be large, are 
freshened frequently and where there might 
be several of them.  When you come across 
a spot with a cluster of scrapes that are 
large and have been freshen several times 

-- look around and see if there is a tree big 
enough for you to hang a tree stand to cover 
that spot.
 STEP #2:  CONSTRUCTION.   When you 
find the right spot to put a mock scrape and 
there is more than one natural scrape there, 
find the one that looks the freshest and 
largest.   Next, if possible, find a similar type 
tree that has an overhanging branch within 
50 yards of the original one.  It is above this 
branch that you want to hang the dripper.  
When no overhanging branch is available 
just cut a branch, thread it through existing 
branches and secure it with rope or twine.  
Bucks will rub their foreheads and antlers 
on these lower branches as well as chew on 
them to leave their scent.
 Hang your dripper above the interaction-

NATURAL AND MOCK SCRAPES
by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz • marleneasomag@gmail.com
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branch when possible.   The higher you hang 
it the less chance a deer will notice it and 
concentrate on the “licking” or interaction 
branch.  I prefer using the Magnum Scrape 
Dripper from Wildlife Research because 
I’ve had success with their products.    Even 
though the dripper holds 4 ounces of fluid I 
use a little less than half that amount.  This 
leaves an air picket inside that expands 
during the heat of the day forcing out the 
scent.   It shuts off when temperatures drop.       
 Using a stick scrape the ground under 
the branch and dripper until it is clear of 
weeds, leaves and any other vegetation.  
Try to clean an area about 3 feet wide and 
4 feet long.    Chances are a buck visiting 
it later, will enlarge it and deposit his own 
urine and scent in the scrape and on the 
“licking branch” you’ve provided.
 STEP #3: SCENT SELECTION.  When 
I’ve found my first natural scrape of the 
season I start with using Active Scrape in 
my dripper.  I like to start my drippers with a 
scent that has both doe and buck urine in it.   
I try to check my mock scrapes every time I 
hunt, if possible, to see if it is functioning 
properly or if I need to add more scent.   
 Once I see more buck activity I put 
Golden Scrape in my dripper.  It’s a blend of 
doe urine with estrus secretions and buck 
urine.  (Note:  it is not necessary to clean the 
dripper out when adding a new scent but if 

it makes you feel better,  just crinse it out 
with plain water.)
 STEP #4: ICING ON THE CAKE.  After 
I’ve spent time creating my mock scrape I do 
one more thing.   I make a mock rub.    The 
exposed wood serves as an added visual 
stimuli to my set up.   I just take my hand saw 
or pruner and rub the bark off a near by tree 
or sapling.   Then, I add just a few drops of a 
challenge scent such as Mega-Tarsal Plus.
 One morning as I sat in my stand a fox 
came into my set up and rolled it my mock 
scrape.  It then immediately went over to 
one of the natural scrapes and rolled in it.  

Add a little scent directly into the 
mock scrape and each time you 

refill the dripper.

If there is an overhanding branch above the scrape, bucks will leave saliva 
and scent from their orbital glands on it. 

At that moment I was convinced that any 
buck passing by would see my scrape was 
made by a competitor.
 Remember, at this time of the year, a 
deer’s sense of smell is in overdrive so be 
aware of your own scent transfer when 
handling drippers, making scrapes and rubs.   
I always wear rubber gloves and spray my 
clothes and boots with a scent reducing 
product like Scent Killer.
 Until next month don’t forget to take 
your daughter, granddaughter or niece 
bowhunting.
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WHEN IT’S TIME TO ADD A NEW HUNTING 
DOG TO THE HOUSEHOLD, HOW DO YOU 
DECIDE WHERE TO START?
 If you’re a waterfowl hunter, sooner or later 
you’ll want a retriever to pick up birds. If you’re 
a serious waterfowl hunter, you’ll need that 
retriever sooner rather than later.
 But what does a waterfowler, serious or 
otherwise, need in a retriever? And what’s the best 
way of going about getting a dog that fills the role?
 At a minimum, a waterfowl-retrieving 
dog should have basic obedience down (sit, 
stay, heel and here); the ability to mark, 
remember and pick up two or three fallen 
birds; the discipline to deliver those birds 
reliably to hand; and the training to run, at 
the very least, rudimentary blinds (including 

taking a line, stopping on a whistle and taking 
hand signals that move the dog left, right and 
away, or back, from the hunter). With even 
a basic understanding of these concepts, a 
waterfowler can confidently hunt just about 
any water or field setup.
 The best way to go about getting a dog 
to that stage of training is a bit more muddled, 
however. The answer depends upon your 
lifestyle, the amount of time you can devote 
to training, access and proximity to training 
grounds and even your disposable income.
 Taking those factors into consideration, 
a waterfowler seeking a retriever has three 
options: doing it from the ground up with a puppy 
or taking a bit of a shortcut and buying a started 
or finished dog.

THE PUPPY APPROACH
 Welcoming a two-month-old puppy into 
your home can be a monumental occasion for 
you and the family. It marks the beginning of 
an era that will last the next 10 to 15 years. 
For the waterfowl hunter, that commitment to 
a young pup presents several options but also 
a great obligation.
 Pros: With a puppy, you have a wider 
selection of colors to choose from and a better 
chance of getting your preference of a male 
or female from a litter. “With started dogs, a 
breeder doesn’t always have a lot of dogs left 
over from litters to choose from, and you might 
wonder why if they do,” said Mike Stewart 
of Wildrose Kennels in Oxford, Miss.
 Stewart also points to the flexibility of 

training the puppy for your exact lifestyle — 
be it living in the house, riding on the back 
of an ATV or performing as first mate on your 
sailboat. “Sometimes you can get better 
material by getting a puppy instead of a dog 
that’s washed out of someone’s program,” he 
said, noting that you can train for those little 
things that are important in your life, rather 
than possibly trying to fight the training a 
started or finished dog has received.
 Finally, the financial investment in a 
puppy makes it a very attractive option when 
compared to the thousands of dollars you 
could spend on a started or finished dog.
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 Karl Gunzer of High Spirit Retrievers and 
a Purina employee warns that a pup from 
field lines still isn’t a cheap investment. “For 
a decently bred puppy, you almost can’t find 
anything for less than $750,” he said.
 Cons: By far the greatest challenge 
of going the puppy route is time. Training a 
puppy to a level of competence requires time 
— time for the dog to mature and time daily 
to train. Realistically, you’re looking at a dog 
competently and confidently hunting at around 
1½ to 2 years old. Before they reach that age, 
it’s your job as owner, trainer and handler to 
instill the needed skills — and that takes time.
 Not only does a puppy require daily 
training sessions to teach it what to do, but 
there are also a litany of pitfalls you must 
avoid so it doesn’t learn bad habits that are 
counterproductive to the hunting skills you’re 
attempting to train into it, which requires 
diligence on your part — and that of your 
family. Those bad habits can be learned 
in the home or by hunting a dog too soon. 
Prematurely hunting a dog also risks it having 
a bad experience with an in-field element — 
cold water, gunfire or crippled birds — that 
could cause issues for years.
 Stewart and Gunzer both agree that a 
puppy buyer is assuming more risk, especially 
when it comes to health. “Even with a puppy 
from a good breeder and with a guarantee, if 
you go and get the hips checked at 2 years 
old and they’re no good, by then you and your 
family are so attached to them that you’re 
going to keep it and live with it,” said Gunzer.
 The year or two a pup spends in a pro’s 
kennel becoming a started dog reduces the 

time a buyer would have to deal with any 
emerging genetic diseases, structural issues or 
psychological roadblocks. Regardless of age or 
stage of training, physical and genetic testing 
of parentage, as well as a health guarantee 
with clearly defined action by both parties in 
case of illness or injury, can reduce heartaches 
and headaches in the event of problems.
 Bottom line: If you don’t have 15 
minutes twice a week and at least an hour 
three times a week to train, you might want 
to skip the puppy phase and go for a started 
dog. It takes commitment and an appreciation 
of training to advance a puppy yourself.

THE STARTED ROUTE
 A started dog has had some training, 
but how much is a matter of debate and 
opinion. Establishing what you want a quasi-
trained dog to have learned before taking 
him home is very important to avoid disputes 
and unfulfilled expectations. Understand that 
you will have plenty of training to do, but the 
foundation for learning and the basics have 
likely been established in a started dog.
 A rough guideline might be: all 
introductions completed (birds, water and 
gunfire), basic obedience, force fetch, marking 
doubles and perhaps beginning handling and 
pattern drills. Some trainers could consider 
that a standard started dog while others might 
consider it an advanced one — again, setting 
an expectation will give you a baseline from 
which to subjectively evaluate the dog and 
asking price. The more advanced the dog is in 
training, the more you can expect to pay.
 Pros: The upside of a started dog 

compared to a puppy is that you get to 
see what you’re buying and can assess its 
abilities, drive, mature physical structure and 
learned behaviors. “The guarantee that comes 
with started and finished dogs is that you can 
get out and work with it and see what you’ve 
got,” said Gunzer. “It’s nice to figure that out.”
Stewart agrees, and adds that the shortened 
training curve means you get to hunt sooner. 
“Not only do you get to see what you’re 
getting, which cuts out a lot of risk, you get 
into the field a whole lot faster,” he said. “You 
can cut a year or more off your time.”
 Cons: On the downside, inertia on 
your part, even in the face of a substantial 
investment, can turn a potential rock star 
into a canine version of a Guitar Hero-playing 
couch potato.
 “When I sell a started dog I know a lot of 
people won’t finish them out, they’ll just start 
hunting with them right away,” said Stewart.
That temptation to not continue training 
creates a dog with just enough knowledge 
to be dangerous. They understand the game, 
and they understand when and where they 
can take advantage of you, but they haven’t 
learned everything they need to, especially 
during live-action hunting, to maintain the 
discipline of their limited training.
 A popular avenue is to acquire a dog 
that has washed out of the field-trial circuit. 
Field-trial dogs have all the skills and instincts 
required to be great hunting dogs, and their 
training is usually a much higher level than 
required by hunters, but that doesn’t mean 
they’re ready to hunt.
 “Field trial dogs have good discipline, can 

mark and handle, but some of those dogs have 
no hunting skills. You can pay $2,500 and still 
need to do some training,” said Gunzer. “I’ve 
had some washouts I’ve sold to hunters, and 
you have to sell to someone that knows how to 
train some — like teaching a dog to look up for 
birds and not out into the field for a white coat.”
 Bottom line: If you can afford to spend a 
little more money, want to hunt with your dog 
sooner and enjoy training, but don’t want to deal 
with all the foundation building required with a 
puppy, a started dog might just be the ticket.

THE FINISHED PRODUCT
A finished dog is a trained dog in every regard 
— they can mark multiple falls, run blinds 
and deliver to hand, and they are steady and 
ready to go. All that’s required of you is to set 
the tone, bond with the dog and develop a 
working relationship.
 Pros: You don’t have to do anything but 
connect with the dog and maintain his level of 
work. “Most people that buy our finished dogs 
are heavy into their career or travel a lot,” said 
Stewart. “It’s a turnkey investment. Like buying 
a house, you know exactly what you’re getting.”
 Cons: Finished dogs are expensive. After 
two or three years of feeding, veterinarian 
care, training (figure an average of $650 per 
month) and transporting to grounds and areas 
with birds, you can count on spending $10,000 
or more. Additionally, you will be getting an 
older dog, which means you’ll have fewer 
years with him.
 Bottom line: If you’re too busy to train, but 
still want a great dog, and you can afford to pay 
a premium, a finished dog is the only way to go.
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CACHE RIVER WETLANDS – 
ILLINOIS’S HIDDEN BAYOU
 Hidden away in Southern Illinois is one of 
nature’s masterpieces. Stroll the boardwalks, 
hike or take a canoe or kayak through the 
mysterious Cache River Wetlands, one of only 
15 “Wetlands of International Importance.”
 Stroll, hike or paddle along the mysterious 
Cache River Wetlands in Southern Illinois, one of 
only 15 “Wetlands of International Importance.”
 Come learn about our tupelo-cypress 
swamps, hardwood forests, limestone glades 
and sandstone bluff.
 Featuring ancient cypress-tupelo swamps, 
bottomland hardwood forests, sandstone bluffs 
and limestone glades, the Cache River Wetlands 
is a rich and diverse area that provides habitat 
for many unique and fascinating plants and 
animals. It is a place to enjoy hiking, birding, 
kayaking and canoeing, hunting, fishing, 
photography and learning about the natural 
world. With its wooded hills and cypress 
swamps, it would be easy to mistake this 
magical place for Louisiana rather than Illinois.
 The diversity of landforms, animals and 
plant life here is a result of the intersection 
of four distinct ecological regions in southern 
Illinois. Home to a complex web of organisms, 
including some of the oldest trees east of 
the Mississippi, the Cache River Watershed 
contains three National Natural Landmarks 
and has been designated a “Wetland of 
International Importance.” It harbors over 90 
percent of the state’s high-quality swamp and 
wetland communities and provides habitat 
for more than 100 of Illinois’ threatened and 
endangered species.
 A great first stop on your visit is the Cache 

River Wetlands Center. The 7,000 square-foot 
facility, owned and operated by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources, offers a 
variety of interpretive exhibits and information 
about the natural and cultural history of the 
Cache River Wetlands. The center hosts a 
variety of educational programs throughout 
the year, and includes a wildlife viewing area 
and walking trails featuring both wetland and 
prairie communities.
 Get acquainted with the unique 
biodiversity of the flora and fauna that live here 
before you set out to see it in person. Explore 
the interactive diorama of a wetland. Learn 
more about the everchanging Cache landscape, 
migratory birds, state champion trees through 
touch screen displays. And be sure to catch the 
award winning 12-minute orientation film, “The 
Enduring Cache,” which provides an excellent 
introduction to the region’s landscape as well 

as its fascinating human history.
 The Cache River Wetlands 
Center is open Wednesday 
through Sunday from 9:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM. Be sure to check 
in here first before you head 
on out on our trails. Happy 
exploring!
 Over the river and through the woods to 
the cypress swamp we go!
 Heron Pond Trail: This 1.5 mile easy 
trail is a must-do destination at the Cache. It 
features a truss bridge overlooking the river 
and a floating boardwalk that leads you to the 
middle of Heron Pond’s cypress grove. Even 
better, there are 10 interpretive panels located 
along the trail to guide your way.
 This floating boardwalk especially 
should not be missed.  It takes you out into 
the cypress/tupelo swamp so that you can 
experience the breathtaking other-worldly feel 
of this beautiful wetland.
 You can retrace your steps, or for a longer 
hike, follow the trail as it skirts the swamp 
and eventually leads to the State Champion 
Cherrybark Oak. This gentle giant has over a 

Call Southernmost Illinois 
Tourism Bureau for a guide to 

outdoor adventures: 800-248-4373
www.southernmostillinois.com

Cache River Canoeing Heron Pond

Wetland Center Heron Pond 
Boardwalk

22-foot circumference and is more than 100 
feet tall.
 Wondering why 12 of the state record trees 
are in the Cache River wetlands? It’s because the 
climate in Southern Illinois is less harsh than the 
rest of the state, so the growing season is longer. 
Also, less people means less development and 
more timber in the southern half of the state. See 
how many giants you can visit!
 Section 8 Boardwalk: This accessible 
boardwalk transports you to a primeval 
flooded forest of cypress and water tupelo.
 This 450-foot easy trail follows an 
accessible boardwalk that transports you 
through a primeval flooded forest of water 
tupelo and bald cypress. Depending on the 
season, pileated woodpeckers, prothonotary 
warblers or winter wrens may serenade your 
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stroll, which provides a great view of the 
State Champion Water Tupelo. This majestic 
aquatic tree has an impressive circumference 
of 22.5 feet, and is known for its wide base 
that tapers into a long narrow trunk and then 
spreads out at the top like a crown.
 Also known as the Blackgum, Sourgum, 
Cotton Gum, Water Gum or Swamp tupelo, it’s 
species name, Nyssa Aquatica, was inspired 
by Nyssa the Greek water nymph. The word 
‘tupelo’ means swamp tree in the Creek 
Indian language. The wood from the base of 
the tree has been used as a replacement for 
cork in local fishing nets, and the tree itself is 
beneficial to honey bees.
 Along the boardwalk, a total of 10 
tree species are identified. There is a kiosk 
with interpretive panels providing further 
information about each. Stop here for the 
perfect quick introduction to the swamp.
 Paddle or hike among ancient trees, 
abundant aquatic life, magnificent mammals 
and flying friends.
 Imagine paddling through six miles of 
tupelo-cypress swamp while being serenaded 
by tree frogs at dusk. Or hiking waterside to 
the more than 1,000 year-old State Champion 
Bald Cypress Tree. Sound great? You’ll find 
all this and more at the Lower Cache River 
Swamp Trail.
 Whether traveling by canoe or on foot, the 
marked trail is flanked by some of the oldest 
trees east of the Mississippi. Spy eagles, owls, 
hawk, osprey and other flying friends soaring 

overhead. Encounter abundant aquatic life 
during your visit, including numerous species 
of water snakes and ghost shrimp. On shore, 
catch a glimpse of mink, possum, beaver, deer, 
and other mammals.
 By Water: If you decide to paddle 
through paradise, you’ll enjoy easy, flat water 
on a marked canoe route with no canoe 
shuttling necessary. Canoes or kayaks rentals 
are available from White Crane Canoe Rental 
& Guide Service. Call ahead to arrange for a 
guided tour, where their trained naturalists/
wilderness guides reveal the many hidden 
secrets of this magical place.
 If you happen to be in the area during a full 
moon, you’ll want to take advantage of their full 
moon evening tour, with a different theme each 
month from March through November.
 On Foot: The Lower Cache River 
Swamp Trail parallels the Cache River and 
Cypress Creek, letting you enjoy views of 
the cypress and tupelo swamp by foot. This 
2.5-mile easy trail is accessible and ends in 
a viewing platform that offers the best view 

of the State Champion Bald Cypress tree. It 
stands 73 feet tall, has a trunk circumference 
of over 34 feet, and boasts a crown spread 
of 35 feet. It also has many “knees,” also 
called pneumatophores. These are cone-like 
extensions of the root system that help to 
stabilize the tree and promote aeration.  
 Access to the Lower Cache River Hiking 
Trail is found between Route 37 and Perks by 
following signs off the Perks Blacktop. Keep in 
mind, there may be times during rainy periods 
where this trail may be flooded, muddy and 
impassable. Be sure to visit on a dry day to 
fully enjoy the spectacular views and wildlife.
After an exciting day exploring the wetlands, 
refuel with food and drinks at this winery and 
restaurant.
 After you’re done exploring the wetlands, 
hop on over to refuel and relax at this intimate 
winery and restaurant.
 In 2001, Jack Dunker opened the Cache River 
Basin Vineyard & Winery.  His vision included not 
only a vineyard, but also a restaurant where his 
guests could enjoy food, wine and views of the 
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countryside, and cabins where they could extend 
their stay in the area. Today his vision is a reality. 
You can experience his wines and his sense of 
humor at his aptly named Wineaux’s restaurant 
and Boondocks cabins.
 Wineaux’s serves American cuisine, 
including Angus Beef steaks and burgers, ribs, 
and seafood, and specializes in food cooked 
with wine! Take home a bottle of Southern 
Illinois fine wine, produced on site, with names 
like Cache River Swamp Water, Copperhead 
Red, and Hummingbird Nectar.
 Relax with refreshments on the deck 
overlooking the vineyards and the wine bottle-
shaped pond.
 Tucked up in the woods behind the winery 
are two pet-friendly cabins. These remote and 
peaceful getaways feature two bedrooms, 
queen size beds, and Sealy Posturepedic 
mattresses with Eurotop for your sleeping 
comfort. Renters enjoy hot tubs and an infrared 
sauna on the enclosed back decks.
 Learn more at www.southernmostillinois.
com or call 1-800-C-IT-Here.

Canoe Tour with Jen & Cindy Cherrybark Oak Tree with Jim Wildcat Bluff



science, more than a century of experience, 
and opportunities for public input. That’s not 
to say that the transition from state-based 
waterfowl harvest management to a federal 
framework was easy. The first two decades of 
the 20th century saw considerable resistance 
from states’ rights proponents, market hunters, 
and commercial shooting interests. But 
conservation-minded citizens and policymakers 
were persistent in their efforts to establish a 
unified approach to waterfowl management, 
and they ultimately prevailed.

The Birth of Continental Waterfowl 
Management
 The continental basis for waterfowl 
management in North America was established 
in 1916 by an international treaty formally 
known as the Convention between the United 
States and Great Britain [on behalf of Canada] 
for the Protection of Migratory Birds. This 
landmark agreement, which later included 
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WATERFOWL 2017

 Waterfowl harvest regulations are guided 
by sound science and a commitment to the 
stewardship of the resource
 States set the season dates and bag limits 
for deer, turkeys, pheasants, and other game 
species; why not for ducks and geese? Actually, 
that was the case during the early 20th century, 
when waterfowl regulations were established 
by individual states. As a result, seasons and 
bag limits often varied considerably from one 
state to the next. Of course, that provided little 
opportunity for the continental management 
of North America’s waterfowl, which regularly 
cross state, provincial, and international 
boundaries during migration. 
 Today, waterfowl regulations are drafted 
under the auspices of an international treaty, 
occur within federal frameworks established 
for each flyway, and are adjusted by states 
to account for migration timing and hunter 
preferences. At each level, recommendations 
and decisions are based on the best available 

HOW THE SEASONS ARE SET conventions with Mexico, 
Japan, and the Soviet Union, 
was implemented in the United 
States by the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918. The 
law provides broad protections 
for migratory birds, but also 
allows for the regulated 
hunting of waterfowl and 
other game birds as long as it’s 
compatible with the health of 
the resource. 
 Under the MBTA, migratory bird hunting 
is accompanied by the responsibility to 
monitor populations and harvest. Each year 
federal, state, and provincial agencies work 
together to band more than 250,000 ducks 
and geese, survey more than 20 million 
square miles of breeding habitat, and assess 
the harvest and hunting activity of well over 
1 million waterfowlers. These cooperative 
efforts have provided the data required to 
regulate waterfowl harvests across North 
America for more than 60 years. 
 Although the MBTA granted authority to 
the federal government for waterfowl harvest 
management in the United States, it took a 

few decades for the regulatory process to 
evolve. The catastrophic drought of the 1930s 
served as a stark reminder of the threats 
facing waterfowl and their habitats and was 
the impetus for a series of major conservation 
milestones during that decade. These included 
the passage of the Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp Act (1934) and the Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act (1937), and the 
founding of the Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Unit program (1935) and Ducks Unlimited 
(1937). 
 The waterfowl crisis of the Dirty Thirties 
also resulted in changes to waterfowl hunting 
regulations. Live decoys, sinkboxes, baiting, 
and shotguns larger than 10-gauge were 
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prohibited, and a three-shell limit was placed 
on repeating shotguns used for waterfowling. 
The Bureau of Biological Survey, the forerunner 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
wrote that these regulations were necessary 
because “only by restricting the kill will it be 
possible to send more birds back to the newly 
created breeding grounds.”
 When the flyway system of waterfowl 
management was established in the late 
1940s, states became more active in the 
process of setting waterfowl regulations. 
Previously, seasons were set by latitude—
early in the northern states and later in 
southern states. Waterfowl banding data 
provided the basis for both the biological and 
administrative flyways that we know today. 
 While ultimately under federal authority, 
waterfowl harvest regulations are developed 
cooperatively by the USFWS and state 
representatives in each of the four flyways. 
Ducks Unlimited stays informed about the 
regulations, but is not involved in the process. 
Instead, DU focuses on what it does best: 
conserving habitat. Biological data are 
reviewed by federal and state biologists who 
monitor the status of waterfowl populations, 
habitat conditions, and harvest trends. 
Formally, the regulations process involves 
proposals developed by each flyway. These 
recommendations are considered by the 
USFWS Service Regulations Committee, 
which is composed of federal officials and 

five-year period of stabilized regulations during 
the early 1980s provided valuable information 
about harvest management and its impact on 
waterfowl populations. During the mid-1980s, 
however, another severe drought gripped the 
Prairie Pothole Region, and regulations were 
once again restricted—an appropriate course 
of action in light of the MBTA’s mandate to 
protect waterfowl populations. Nevertheless, 
the trend toward more stable regulations 
continued. In 1988, the Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement on the Sport 
Hunting of Migratory Birds acknowledged 
that uncertainty still existed about the impact 
of harvest on waterfowl populations, and 
outlined a preferred alternative that involved 
stabilized regulations and limited use of 
“special” regulations.
 New analytical tools, research, and 
policy guidance combined with decades of 
experience set the stage for Adaptive Harvest 
Management (AHM) in the mid-1990s. Under 
AHM, predictions about harvest impacts 
are tested against long-term objectives, 
while distinct sets of season lengths and 
bag limits preclude the annual tinkering with 
regulations that occurred in previous decades. 
Changes made within a limited number of 
regulatory options are based on predicted 
versus measured population levels, habitat 
conditions, and harvest rates. Since 1995, the 
primary basis for waterfowl regulations has 
been AHM.

flyway policy representatives who serve 
as consultants. The USFWS then makes a 
recommendation to the assistant secretary 
of the interior, who makes the final decision 
on the regulations. Throughout this process, 
proposals are published in the Federal Register 
for public comment. Ultimately, the final rules 
include the frameworks for season dates and 
lengths as well as bag and possession limits.

Progress in Waterfowl Harvest 
Management
 There has always been some uncertainty 
and disagreement about the impact of harvest 
regulations on waterfowl populations. 
Historically, liberal hunting regulations have 
prevailed under favorable habitat conditions on 
the breeding grounds, which usually coincide 
with larger waterfowl populations. Shorter 
seasons and more restrictive bag limits were 
instituted when habitat conditions and bird 
numbers declined. Changes in season lengths 
and bag limits from one season to the next 
were common from the late 1940s through 
the early 1970s. Year-to-year adjustments in 
harvest regulations for certain species, such 
as canvasbacks, redheads, American black 
ducks, wood ducks, and hen mallards, were 
not unusual. Throughout this era, it was 
virtually impossible to detect the effect of 
harvest on waterfowl populations because 
regulations were constantly changing.
 New banding analysis methods and a 

 In 2015, the USFWS implemented a 
new regulations process that consolidated 
all migratory bird hunting recommendations 
into a timetable set several months earlier 
than before. Annual hunting seasons are 
now based on the prior year’s population and 
harvest data. This allows plenty of time to 
complete the required administrative process, 
provides more time for public comment, and 
ensures plenty of advance notice for hunters 
to plan their seasons. 
 The regulations schedule for the upcoming 
2018−2019 season was announced in the 
Federal Register in August 2017, and specific 
regulations alternatives were published in 
early October, with public comment due by mid-
January 2018. In the interim, the flyways and 
the Service Regulations Committee convened 
to propose hunting season frameworks. 
These were published in early February, with 
public comment due in early March. The final 

discountsale@casscomm.com
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frameworks for season lengths and bag limits 
in each flyway will be published this summer 
(see bottom of this article). 

Setting Hunting Regulations by Flyway
 Each flyway is unique in its hunting 
culture, species affiliations, and waterfowl 
habitats. In the contiguous United States, 
the four flyways are given the same overall 
season framework, which currently runs from 
the Saturday nearest September 24 to the 
last Sunday in January. In Alaska, the season 
framework runs from September 1 to January 
26. Canada and Mexico also establish their 
waterfowl seasons under the MBTA mandate, 
but independently of other countries. Season 
lengths and bag limits vary among flyways 
and nations due to differences in migration 
patterns, hunter numbers, harvest pressure, 
and waterfowl abundance. Generally, hunting 
seasons and bag limits are more liberal in 
the Pacific and Central Flyways (as well as in 
Canada and Mexico) than in the Mississippi 
and Atlantic Flyways, which have more 
restrictive regulations. 
 Under AHM, regulations are largely 
determined by the population status of specific 
mallard “stocks” derived from defined breeding 
areas. In previous years, the Atlantic Flyway 
based much of its season framework on the 
status of eastern mallards, which originate in 
eastern Canada and the northeastern United 
States. However, waterfowl managers have 
adjusted the harvest strategy centered on 
mallards, which account for only 20 percent or 
less of the flyway’s total duck harvest. Instead, 
a more inclusive harvest strategy based on 
multiple species is being implemented (see 
“Understanding Waterfowl” on page 22 of 
the printed magazine for more information). 
Midcontinent mallards, which breed from the 
Boreal Forest across the Prairie Pothole Region 
to the Great Lakes, are the basis for season 
frameworks in the Mississippi and Central 
Flyways. And regulations in the Pacific Flyway 
are largely based on western mallards, which 
are surveyed in Alaska, Washington, Oregon, 
California, and a portion of British Columbia.
 AHM also provides a structured process 
for prescribing regulations for black ducks, 
northern pintails, and scaup. Regulations 
for other species, such as canvasbacks, 
redheads, and mottled ducks, are developed 
collaboratively by the USFWS, the flyways, 
and the states. Seasons and bag limits for 
early teal as well as doves, rails, gallinules, 
coots, sandhill cranes, and swans are also 
included in this process, and are determined 
by specific working groups composed of state 
and federal biologists.

Each State Is Different
 In many states, the real balancing 
act for waterfowl managers involves 
designing seasons that satisfy the wide-
ranging preferences of hunters. Zones and 

split seasons are used to distribute hunting 
opportunity as equitably as possible, but 
managers have only so much flexibility while 
working within federal frameworks. Frankly, 
it can be nearly impossible to provide the 
optimal season for everyone. 
 Certainly, the large waterfowl 
populations and liberal regulations that 
we’ve enjoyed during the past two decades 
have made the process of setting waterfowl 
seasons a lot easier than it was during times 
of restricted regulations. No one would have 
predicted the 20-plus years of relatively long 
seasons and generous bag limits that we’ve 
seen since the mid-1990s. However, hunters 
shouldn’t take today’s hunting opportunities 
for granted. History tells us that habitat 
conditions and duck populations are highly 
variable over the long term, making a return to 
more restrictive regulations almost inevitable 
at some point in the future. We also know 
that the ducks will bounce back if they have 
sufficient habitat to support large populations 
when wetland conditions are favorable. While 
debate will undoubtedly continue about the 
impact of hunting regulations on waterfowl 
populations, we must always remain focused 
on our fundamental objective, which is the 
well-being of the birds and their habitats. 

Frameworks Announced for the 
2018−2019 Waterfowl Season
 Harvest regulations for the upcoming 
waterfowl season will be almost unchanged 
from those of recent years. In the Atlantic 
and Mississippi Flyways, the duck season 
will be 60 days. In both flyways, the bag limit 
will be six ducks, including no more than four 
mallards (only two of which can be females). 
The Central Flyway is divided into two zones. 
In the eastern portion of the flyway, the season 
will be 74 days. In the High Plains Mallard 

Management Unit (roughly the portion west 
of the 100th Meridian), the season will be 
97 days. Throughout the flyway, the bag limit 
will be six ducks, including no more than five 
mallards (only two of which can be females). In 
the Pacific Flyway, the season will be 107 days, 
with a daily bag limit of seven ducks, including 
no more than two female mallards. With the 
exception of the bag limit for northern pintails, 

which will increase from one to two birds this 
season, limits for other duck species will remain 
the same as last year’s in all flyways. 
 Individual states can set regulations that 
are more restrictive, but not more liberal, than 
those provided within federal frameworks. 
Check the appropriate regulations that apply 
in the areas where you plan to hunt.
www.ducks.org
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WATERFOWLER’S WORLD: TRAVEL 
TIPS FOR WATERFOWLERS
By Bill Buckley
Here’s how to plan a successful 
waterfowling road trip
 Planning is the key to any successful 
vacation. This is especially true when 
your idea of getting away entails hitting 
the road for several days of unguided 
waterfowling in another part of the country. 
My longtime hunting partners Hank Garvey 
and Duane Gasner are the most experienced 
and organized freelance hunters I know. 
Heed their advice to plan a hassle-free 
waterfowling adventure away from home.
 The List: Garvey begins preparing for a 
hunting trip by making a detailed list, which he 
breaks down into categories such as lodging, 
gear, dogs, and so on. Such thorough planning 
helps ensure that he will have everything he 
needs for a successful hunt. Garvey also 
refines his list from year to year. “Having to 
pack and then unpack an overloaded vehicle 
can be a real hassle and a waste of time. 
Learn from past trips and economize what 
you choose to bring,” he says. 
 Vehicles: Before embarking, Garvey 
has his vehicle serviced and the tires 

checked to make sure they are road 
worthy. The same preparations should 
be done for trailers, boats, and ATVs. He 
also recommends bringing along a battery 
charger as well as an air compressor for 
filling tires and a towing strap or Bubba 
Rope in case someone’s vehicle gets stuck. 
 Lodging: Where you will stay is 
another important consideration when 
planning a hunting trip. Gasner suggests 
renting a cabin or house instead of staying 
in a motel. “While some motels cater to 
hunters, farmhouses offer more privacy, 
a safer place for dogs, and better security 
for your gear and vehicles,” he says. “Plus 
you can cook your own meals, including the 
birds you shoot. Be sure to ask about the 
amenities and the owner’s dog policy before 
booking a place.”
 Gear and Clothing: Where and when 
you plan to hunt will largely determine the 
gear and clothing you’ll need. Garvey never 
leaves home without a spare shotgun, plenty 
of ammo, a cleaning kit, and binoculars. If he 
is planning to hunt over water, he brings an 

extra pair of waders, along 
with a repair kit to fix any 
unexpected leaks. Because 
fall weather is notoriously 
unpredictable, especially in 
northern latitudes, he packs 
an assortment of clothing 
that can be worn in layers 
for comfort in a wide range 
of temperatures. 
 Game Care: Gasner 
makes careful preparations for cleaning 
and storing harvested birds during his trip. 
He takes along a fillet knife, a sharpener, 
freezer bags, and a vacuum sealer. He 
plucks and guts his ducks, leaving a wing 
attached to each bird for identification. He 
then vacuum seals two birds in each bag, 
to which he attaches a tag that contains all 
the information required to legally transport 
the birds. Once frozen, the birds can be 
taken home in a cooler. 
 Retrievers: Travel can be stressful 
for dogs, so hunters should ensure that 
their faithful companions have comfortable 
accommodations. Pack plenty of dog food, 
water, and nutritious snacks (such as Purina’s 
Pro Plan Sport Bars). If you expect cold weather, 
bring along a high-quality insulated kennel 
cover and pad to keep your pup warm. While in 
the field, Garvey carries a well-stocked canine 
first-aid kit with saline solution to flush weed 

seeds and grit from his dog’s eyes. Prepare in 
advance for more serious issues by looking up 
the phone numbers of local veterinarians and 
adding them to your contacts list. And make 
sure your contact information is written on 
your dog’s collar in the unfortunate event that 
he gets lost. 
 Know Before You Go: The first step in 
planning a waterfowling road trip is to obtain 
the current hunting regulations for the area 
that you’ll be visiting. Most hunting licenses 
and waterfowl stamps are now available 
online. Don’t wait until you reach your 
destination to buy them, because the stores 
might be closed or sold out of licenses when 
you arrive. If you will be hunting on national 
wildlife refuges or other public lands, check 
to see if any special regulations apply. And 
new hunters should inquire about hunter-
safety certification requirements well in 
advance of their trip.
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Email your hunting & 
fishing photos to

asoandyb@gmail.com
or text them to
309.437.2247



80 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” September 2018

760 789-2094
www.ranchosafari.com

To view more of Rancho Safari’s 
products, scan this code to access 
our website.

MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR 
FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!

• jerry@ranchosafari.com •

USA MADE

EMAil for CAtAlog

Catquiver Mini
Smallest of the 9 Catquiver 
models, Mini to VII.5.

Shaggie Ghilli
LCBUJ Bowhunter Long Coat. 
Comes with face mask and 
boonie hood. Available in  
4 Season Jeriflage, Spring,  
Fall and Snow models.

05
17

17

WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated

Owner: Walter Thomas
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DUCKS UNLIMITED REACHES 
CONSERVATION MILESTONE
MEMPHIS, TN – Ducks Unlimited (DU) has achieved a 
conservation milestone with more than 14 million acres of 
habitat conserved in North America. The groundbreaking 
number is a cumulative accomplishment of the millions 
of DU volunteers and partners who have been a part of 
the organization over the past 80 years.
 “As we celebrate our 80th anniversary, this milestone 
is a fitting tribute to the hard work of each and every 
volunteer, partner and staff member who has contributed to 
our mission over the past 80 years,” said DU CEO Dale Hall. 
“If not for their dedication and commitment to conservation, 
this accomplishment would not have been possible.”
 Such conservation gains did not come easily in the 
face of ongoing threats to waterfowl and their habitats. 
Loss of wetlands across North America is a challenge DU 
volunteers take seriously, and their efforts will continue 
into the future. Although DU has successfully conserved 
more than 14 million acres of critical wetlands and 
associated habitat since our founding in 1937, wetland 
losses continue.
 In the last 50 years alone, the United States has 
lost more than 17 million acres of wetlands. As human 
populations grow, demands for clean and plentiful water 
for use at home and in many agricultural and industrial 
processes also increase.
 Ducks Unlimited – working with partners – provides 
valuable, on-the-ground solutions that benefit waterfowl 
populations and maximize 
water resources through 
the dynamic natural 
functions of wetlands. 
In addition to providing 
habitat for waterfowl, 
wetlands naturally slow 
and store water to help 
recharge watersheds and 
aquifers, improve water 
quality through biological 
and physical processes 
and provide important 

wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities.
 “DU’s policy efforts and the hard work of our 
volunteers, partners and staff will be more important 
than ever in the coming years,” said Dr. Tom Moorman, 
DU’s acting chief conservation officer. “DU, along with our 
waterfowl conservation partners at the state, federal and 
private levels, must continue with the cooperative progress 
that led to 14 million acres conserved, and expand that 
effort wherever possible to meet ongoing or new threats 
to wetlands and waterfowl habitat in North America.”
 The groundbreaking number is a perfect example of 
how hunters and others with a passion for waterfowl and 
wetlands conservation can come together for a common 
goal. DU’s mission has always been to conserve, restore 
and manage wetlands and associated habitat for North 
America’s waterfowl, and this milestone is a direct 
reflection of that statement.
 Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world’s largest nonprofit 
organization dedicated to conserving North America’s 
continually disappearing waterfowl habitats. Established 
in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has conserved more than 14 
million acres thanks to contributions from more than 
a million supporters across the continent. Guided by 
science and dedicated to program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands sufficient to fill the skies 
with waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever. For more 
information on our work, visit www.ducks.org.
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BERMAN AND QUINTANO WIN 
AT PMTT LAKE ST. CLAIR
 On August 11 @ 12 the Musky Hunter 
Magazine’s  Late Summer Showdown was held 
on the musky filled waters of Lake St. Clair. This 
event was one of the most thrilling events in the 
Professional Musky Tournament Trail 20 year 
history. Not only was there a record amount 
of muskies caught at 111 to be exact, also the 
winning team did not know if they captured the 
win even with them setting another record by 
registering 8 muskies during the tournament.
 On another note the weather was nearly 
perfect for the musky angler, sunny with light 
winds, with the air in the low 80” and water 
temperatures in the mid 70`s, which in turn 
made the muskies very active and feed at a high 
rate. In first place were Spencer Berman of St. 
Clair Shores, Michigan and Mathew Quintano 
of Harrison Township, Michigan. These two 
anglers know the lake well and they found a 
pattern of fishing the deep weed edges in the 
river channels that feed Lake St. Clair with 
cooler water from Lake Huron. With the water 
cooler in those areas, they felt it would have 
a positive effect and make the muskies more 
active and used silver and natural colored 
Bulldawg lures. The two anglers thought that 
the main lake would be tough fishing because 
of high blue skies and no wind so they fished 
the deep river channel weed edge. 
 Berman and Quintano were rewarded with 
a remarkable eight muskies measuring 38.25, 
38.50, 39, 39.50, 47.50 and  another 47.50 
caught in the last few minutes to seal the win. 
Berman and Quintano also were rewarded with 
the prestigious Ranger Cup award and another 
$1,000 bonus for the top registered Ranger Boat 
owner and almost $13,000 and two beautiful 
trophies. In second place were Mark Kornosky 
of St. Clair Shores, MI. and Chris Mahan of 
Warren, MI. The two anglers used  Spanky 
Bucktails while trolling 3.8 miles per hour over 
and around weedbeds and baitfish to also 
amazingly catch 8 muskies also that measured 
33, 37,38, 39.50, 40.25, 42.75, 43.75 and 47.50. 
 In third place were Jason Jackson of 
Huntington, West Virginia and Kyle Moxon of 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. Jackson and Moxon 
used 6” Ziggy and Boss Shad crankbaits and 
bucktails while trolling open water baitfish 
schools. The two anglers also noted that all 
of their muskies were caught during the peak 
major time of the day according to solunar 
table. In fourth place were Justin Hoffman of 
Chelsea, Michigan and Mike Laski of Dexter, 
Michigan. Hoffman and Laski worked slow 
moving Medussa lures through baitfish and 
around scattered weedbeds to catch muskies 
measuring 38, 38.50, 38.75, 43.75 and 44 
inches. Rounding out the top five was Billy 
Brumett of Fort Wayne, Indiana and Michael 
Handlogton of Grand Rapids, Michigan that 
used slowly worked Medussa lures in black 

and orange and cisco color in 18 feet of water 
around scattered weeds and bait fish schools 
to catch 38, 40, 44.25, and 45.25 inch muskies.
 Big fish for Saturday was caught by Nate 
Osfer of Marathon City, Wisconsin and Matt Raley 
of Minoqua, Wisconsin with a beautiful 50.50” 
musky. With big fish of the tournament on Sunday 
being a monster 52” caught by Dave Lagman of 
and Troy Dechant of Roseville, Michigan.
 This tournament was so exciting with all of 
the muskies caught and also the large muskies 
caught. Lake St. Clair lived up to its legendary 
reputation in musky history by not only putting 
huge numbers of muskies in the boat and also 
putting many large muskies in their nets also.  
 Tournament Director Tim Widlacki thanked 
all the PMTT`s fantastic sponsors, especially 
Musky Hunter Magazine for sponsoring the 
tournament and the entire trail. Also, Ranger 
Boats, Mercury Marine, Keyes Outdoors, 
Eagle River area Chamber of Commerce, 
Motorguide, Chaos Tackle, Vitaminerals, 
Feldstrein Jeweler’s, Morehead Tourism and 

all the associate and contributing sponsors. 
Please let these fine people know that you 
appreciate their promotional efforts in support 
of freshwater’s most challenging fish and those 
extreme anglers who chase her on the first, 
best and only truly national Professional Musky 
Tournament Trail circuit, the PMTT.

 Our next event will be our 20th 
Anniversary Mega Tournament with over 
$120,000 in cash payed out and a $50,000 
first place prize. Lake Vermilion in northern 
Minnesota is the location for this September 
14-16 mega event. To obtain more information 
on becoming a member of the PMTT, or to 
view event photo album, please visit them 
on the web at www.promusky.com or call the 
PMTT office at 815-478-4092.

1st Place Mathew Quintano and 
Spencer Berman

Dave Lagman and Troy Dechant of 
Roseville Michigan with Big Fish

Top 3



  I have made some 
bold predictions in the 
past regarding deer 
and deer hunting, 
some of which proved 
accurate while others 

were slightly off-base. I am about to make 
another one that I am as confident in as any 
I have made. Here goes – The 2018 season 
is going to see a dramatic increase in the 
number of giant bucks killed in the state 
of Illinois and possibly other states across 
the Midwest.
 I base this prediction on multiple 
factors, starting with the unusual number 
of giant bucks I have already tracked down 
via game cameras. I thought last year was 
special when I had 2 bucks to hunt that 
pushed the 200” mark. I had been trying for 
13 years to kill my second 200” whitetail 
and it finally happened in 2017 when I 
tagged a 206 6/8” buck and then shot a 193 
3/8” buck a few days later.
 Believe it or not, as special as last 
season was for me, 2018 could be even 
better. I already have photos of 2 bucks 
that are bigger than either buck I killed last 
season. These bucks are going to be a lot 
tougher to kill however as neither lives on 
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IS 2018 THE YEAR 
OF THE GIANTS?

HIGGY’S STAND
                 By Don Higgins

land that I own or lease. Still, the fact that 
these bucks are alive and running around in 
areas that I can hunt will make getting out of 
bed on cold November mornings a lot easier.
 I am also currently tracking down at 
least 3 other bucks that will push if not 
top the 200” mark. In fact I may already 
have their photos but havent yet checked 
the cameras I placed in those areas. For 
those doubting the validity of my claims I 
should probably state that I have roughly 
40 trail cameras scattered over 5 counties. 
The number of bucks over 170” that I have 
already gotten photos of this summer far 
exceeds any other year ever … and as 
I write this in early August I have a lot of 
cameras out that have yet to be checked.
 I would be comfortable making this 
prediction based on nothing more than my own 
observations but I have also been privileged to 
see game-camera photos of other giants that 
other hunters have gotten this summer. I feel 
very confident in saying that 2018 is going to 
see more giant bucks killed in Illinois than we 
have seen in many years.
 I also feel that there is a very valid 
reason for the increased number of big 
bucks running the countryside in 2018. For 
starters, Illinois and much of the Midwest 

was hit with the worst 
outbreak of EHD in history 
in 2012 with a lesser but 
still noticeable outbreak the 
following year in 2013. The 
deer herd was devastated 
in many regions and the 
EHD virus was particularly 
hard on the older bucks. 
From  2012 through 2015 I 
found it extremely difficult 
to find bucks over 150” as 
the herd recovered. Slowly 
things have gotten better and now the 
Illinois deer herd is at a point that we 
havent seen in a couple of decades.
 Another factor boosting this years 
antler growth is the frequent rains we have 
had all spring and summer. This has resulted 
in plant growth that has remained lush 
and full of high-levels of antler-growing of 
nutrients. Everything has lined up to create 
the perfect antler-growing storm in 2018.
 I am not going to go out on a limb and 
make any predictions about how my own 
season will turn out. I may not tag a buck at 
all or I may tag the two biggest bucks of my 
life. No matter how my season goes, I am 
certain that a lot of deer hunters are going 
to kill the biggest buck of their lives in 2018.
 If there is a negative to the big-buck 
boom of 2018 it is that IDNR will see this as 

proof that their deer management program 
is working to produce giant bucks when 
reality is far different. The 2018 big-buck 
boom is happening “in spite of” IDNR, not 
“because of” them. Deer hunters are largely 
responsible as they have taken management 
of the deer herds on private lands into their 
own hands. They have worked to create tens 
of thousands of acres of great habitat and 
have passed countless shooting opportunities 
at young bucks choosing instead to let them 
live to older age classes. It is truly a shame 
that IDNR refuses to make just a couple of 
minor regulation changes that could once 
again propel Illinois to the very top of the 
whitetail world. We better enjoy this special 
season because while this could easily be an 
every-season occurrence in Illinois, IDNR isn’t 
going to allow that to happen.
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WHAT TO EXPECT 
WHEN PLANTING 
SUMMER FOOD PLOTS
SUMMER FOOD PLOTS PROVIDE 
VALUABLE PROTEIN-RICH FORAGE 
FOR WHITETAIL DEER, BUT WEED 
COMPETITION AND BROWSE PRESSURE 
ARE TWO THINGS YOU’LL HAVE TO 
COMBAT.
 I love summer food plots. They grow 
fast and lush in the hot summer sun 
and provide deer herds with valuable 
high-protein forage, which is needed for 
antler development in bucks and fawn 
development in does.
 It’s a big piece of the habitat puzzle 
and a tool wildlife managers can use 
to improve overall deer quality on their 
property. Upon my recent trip to our hunting 
property, it’s true that I saw some good 
things. But I also saw my arch nemesis of 
summer food plots — WEEDS!
 Weeds are often the number one 
headache of land mangers growing 
summer food plots. While the hot 
summer sun is great for forage crops 
like soybeans, it’s also great for warm-
season weeds.
These weeds come in two types:
 1. Grasses
 2. Broadleaf weeds
 Unless you plant Roundup Ready 
crops, you’ll typically need different 
herbicides to attack these problems. 
There are also some newer farming 
practices that allow winter grains to 
nearly mature in the spring. Once they 
do, roll over them with a heavy roll 
crimper to terminate the crop. Then use a 
no-till seed drill to drill seed directly into 
the soil. This not only helps with weed 
competition, but also helps conserve soil 
moisture too.
 However, this method does require a 
substantial monetary investment up front 
for the equipment. While my hunting 
partners and I aspire to one day own 
this equipment, we currently plant about 
5 acres of summer food plots with a 
tractor, Bushhog, disc, ATV sprayer, ATV 
spreader and a heavy-duty cultipacker.
 And I suspect many of you do the 
same, so that’ll be our focus here.

HOW WE PLANT OUR SUMMER FOOD 
PLOTS
 Our hunting land is in east-central 
Alabama, but much of these techniques 
apply to anywhere in the nation. The 
biggest difference would be seasonal 
timing due to the weather variances by 
state and region.
 In late April, I bushhogged our winter 
food plots of cereal grains and clover. By 
late April in Alabama, the cereal grains 
had already grown tall stalks with seed 
heads just beginning to form. Then a 
week later, I used an ATV sprayer to 
spray a 2 percent mix of glyphosate 
(same chemical in Roundup) on the plots 
to terminate them. About three weeks 
later, I came back and disked the sprayed 

By Mark Olis

Herbicides are almost a necessity when planting summer food plots. This 
before-and-after photo shows the importance of herbicide use for summer 

plots. The photo at left shows heavy grass competition 3 weeks after planting. 
The next shot, the photo at right, was taken 5 weeks later after a grass-specific 
herbicide was sprayed. The herbicide suppressed the grass while not harming 

the summer crops that grew more than 4 feet tall in 5 weeks.
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fields. Then we applied the proper amount 
of fertilizer (and lime if needed), sowed 
our summer blends of seed, disked again 
to cover seed and rolled smooth with a 
cultipacker.
 We planted Eagle Seed Glyphosate 
Resistant soybeans (forage soybeans) in 
some bigger plots and Whitetail Institute 
PowerPlant, which consists of forage 
soybeans, peas, and a small percentage 
of sunflower and sunn hemp seeds that 
grows taller and acts as a structure plant 
for the vining legumes to climb.

HOW EACH FOOD-PLOT TURNED OUT 
(SO FAR)
 We’ve been blessed with lots of rain 
this summer, and our food plots have 
responded well. I recently checked on 
our plots in mid-July and they are really 
producing a lot of tonnage. The deer are 
absolutely hammering the plots, too.

SOYBEAN FIELDS AND BROWSE 
PRESSURE
 We have a brand-new food plot that 
is close to an acre in size and we planted 
it with the Eagle Seed soybeans. At first 
glance, you wonder why it isn’t growing 
like the other plots. That is until you step 
foot in it and see that the seeds came up 
great, but the deer are keeping it mowed 
down. Fortunately, the Eagle Seed beans 
are forage soybeans and can handle 
heavy browse pressure without killing 
the plant. It just keeps producing new 
leaves where the deer nipped it off. This 
is my first year planting these soybeans 

and I’m very impressed with the browse 
pressure they can take.
 All of our fields are getting hit hard 
where there are soybeans. It’s typical of 
smaller-acreage plots to get browsed 
heavy. If you have a high deer density on 
your land than you might want to consider 
only planting plots that are several acres 
in size so they don’t get mowed down. 
I know many land managers who use 
electric-fence systems to keep deer out 
of their plots long enough to get them 
established before being browsed, too.

FIELD FEATURING THE POWERPLANT 
MIX
 We planted PowerPlant (forage 
soybeans, peas, sunflower and sunn 
hemp seeds) in our smaller plots. They 
are growing exceptionally well, and 
there isn’t any weed trouble. One of the 
quarter-acre plots is being devoured by 
deer, but it is surprisingly keeping up 
with the pressure and growing lots of 
high-protein leaves.
 There’s another 1/2 -acre plot of 
PowerPlant that could literally be a 
poster child for the blend. The sunn hemp 
and sunflower have grown up tall and 
the vining forage beans are absolutely 
climbing all over each other. The only 
downside to this plot looking amazing 
is that the deer haven’t hit it yet. I have 
no clue why they haven’t touched it, 
but less than a ½ mile away is an acre 
of soybeans and the deer are keeping it 
mowed down. I’m not worried though, 
we’ve planted PowerPlant in the past 
and have had plots grow like this only to 
be suddenly hammered by deer.

FIELD FEATURING GLYPHOSATE-RESISTANT 
SOYBEANS AND POWERPLANT
 Our biggest field is the thorn in my 
side. It’s a 2-acre field that we planted 
a mixture of glyphosate-resistant 
soybeans and PowerPlant. Originally, we 
were just going to plant the soybeans, 
but we didn’t think it would sown thick 
enough, so we came back through with 
the PowerPlant.
 The only problem with this is that 
we can’t spray the field with glyphosate, 
because it will kill the PowerPlant crops 
that are resistant to the herbicide. So, 
about 3 weeks after the fields sprouted up 

earlier this summer, I sprayed them with 
a herbicide called clethodim. Clethodim 
is a grass-specific herbicide that won’t 
hurt the PowerPlant or soybeans, but it 
will kill the grass competition.
 For the past several years of 
experimenting with summer plots, I’ve 
noticed that grasses have been our 
biggest weed problem, so the clethodim 
has worked great. However, clethodim 
won’t kill broadleaf weeds. So when I 
went to check on this field in mid-July, 
I was disgusted to see the field full of 
broadleaf weeds. When you work hard 
to do something right and it fills up with 

WHAT TO EXPECT . . . CONTINUED

Whitetail Institute’s PowerPlant is a blend of forage soybeans, peas, sunflower 
and sunn hemp. This blend has a great tolerance for producing tonnage even 

while being heavily browsed. This 1/4-acre plot of PowerPlant is being devoured 
but continues to produce high-protein forage.
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weeds, it just doesn’t sit well.
 The good news: The beans came up 
very well and the deer were mowing them 
down even with the weed competition. 
So, all is not lost. However, I didn’t know 
what the tall broadleaf weed was, so 
I posted it to a habitat manager page 
on Facebook and asked for some help 
identifying it. Members of the page 
began answering my question and, to my 
horror, it’s pigweed!
 For those that don’t know, pigweed 
is one of the few plants out there that 
has made a great reputation for being 
resistant to glyphosate. Now I’m not sure 
if the pigweed I have growing is glyphosate 
resistant or not because I didn’t spray 
this field with glyphosate, which would 
normally kill off grass and broadleaf weeds 
while not negatively affecting the resistant 
beans. This field was only sprayed with 
clethodim for grass weeds.
 I received a lot of advice on how 
to combat the pigweed. It will now be 
something we have to deal with annually. 
The best thing is to get it under control 
so that you can literally hand pick the 
few plants that come up in a plot in the 
coming years. It seems as if I’m going to 
have to look at using a pre-emergent, and 
perhaps try a soybean that can withstand 
a broadleaf herbicide.
 I haven’t fully decided which way 
I’m going to go for next summer, but I’ve 
got all winter to talk with professionals 
around the country to see what the best 
approach would be. For now, I plan to 
bushhog the plot down to just above the 
browsed soybeans and then come back 
a week later and spray with glyphosate. 
This is going to terminate any of the 
PowerPlant beans that are growing, but 
at this point I want to try and control 
what I can of the weeds before we disc 
everything under for our fall crop.

SUMMER FOOD PLOTS OFFER GREAT 
VALUE FOR LAND MANAGERS
 While I used this article to highlight 
some common problems you’ll face when 
planting summer food plots, my intent is 
not to deter you from summer planting. 
It’s the opposite.
 I encourage anyone who has the 
means and equipment to start planting 
summer crops for deer. However, unlike 
fall plots where most weed competition 
is killed off by the first frost, summer 
plots take a vigilant eye to look after 

them and it will take some flexibility to 
react once you do see a weed problem.
 Summer plots might be the 
management piece of the puzzle that your 
property is missing. My recommendation 
is to start with one or two larger plots and 
see how it goes. You’ll learn a whole lot 
more once you start planting and growing 
than if you only read about it.

All article photos: Mark Olis
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

As typical when learning to grow 
summer food plots, weeds will be your 
biggest problem. The author lost sleep 
after seeing all the glyphosate-resistant 
pigweed growing in this soybean field. 
He’ll be utilizing a dedicated plan of 

attack for this plot next year to reduce 
the pigweed in this field.

Glyphosate is used to terminate crops in the plot before summer planting and 
is also used with glyphosate-resistant crops. A grass-specific herbicide like 
clethodim will kill grass weeds without harming soybeans, clover and other 

forage crops.
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Lake Shelbyville, IL

 If you are looking for a great fishery to 
visit in September, then Lake Shelbyville 
is the place for you! With the crappie 
transitioning into their pre-fall patterns 
we are catching not only large numbers 
of crappie, but we are catching some very 
large crappie also. 
 Vertical jigging, casting, and minnows 
with slip corks are all techniques I use 
on every one of my guided fishing trips 
for best results. With crappie holding 
in water from 10-15 feet deep Lake 

Shelbyville is the perfect lake for anglers 
of all experience levels. 
 Vertical jigging around standing timber 
is a very productive technique. It is very 
exciting to “feel the hit” from a crappie 
while tight line jigging!!! Depending on 
the experience level of my clients I use 
8-10 foot poles with 6lb. braided line and 
a custom England Expeditions Inc. 1/16 oz. 
or 1/8 oz. Pony Blade. Crappie love vertical 
structures and can be found in many 
different depths on the same structure so 

be sure to fish every foot of the water until 
you find the bottom and then work your 
way back up just as slowly as you fished on 
the way down. Crappie will hit your bait on 
the drop quite often so always be watching 
your line for movement or to see if it stops 
all together. Many times a crappie will 
continue to swim upwards after it strikes 
your bait so there will be times when you 
will not feel the bite.
 Lake Shelbyville also has 
approximately 225 man-made fishing 

“cubes” or “fish attractors.”  These too 
will be areas crappie will be holding due 
to the baitfish that will already be on 
these structures. Although, I do vertical jig 
around the “cubes” fishing with slip corks 
and minnows is the ideal technique for 
best success now. Since the crappie are 
feeding on the latest shad hatch placing 
a minnow at a fixed depth is perfect for 
this time of year. For this technique, I use a 
7-8 foot spinning rod and real combination 
with Thill slip corks and 1/32 oz. weight 

CALLING ALL CRAPPIE

YOUR FIREARM DESERVES
THE BEST IN GUN CARE.

Celebrating 36Years
1982-2018

Ph: 217-824-9133  |  www.proshotproducts.com
Cleaning Kits Tactical Rods
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Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com

with a gold hook and a six pound braided 
line. Once you mark your underwater 
structure, or cube, with a marker buoy, 
keep some distance and cast toward 
your marker. By using my Humminbird 
electronics I can find the exact depth the 
crappie are holding at and set my slip cork 
just above the crappie for best results. 
Casting for crappie can not only be a way 
to catch crappie, but it also gives you a 
chance to catch a bonus species fish, such 
as a walleye, sauger, large mouth, catfish, 
gar, or even a musky!! 
 Bridge columns are ideal for catching 
crappie while casting for a couple reasons. 
First, crappie love vertical structures. Second, 
you do not get hung up much. Another area 
I prefer to cast is near riprap shorelines. 
Baitfish will be pushed on the rocks from 
the wind making this a perfect area to cast 
a Pony Blade. When casting for crappie I 
prefer to use a bait with the most tail action. 
Casting for crappie can be the most effective 
technique of the day many times because you 
can cover a lot of water and it is the perfect 
way to induce a reaction bite!
 To book a trip visit www.
englandexpeditions.com or call (217)520-
3653. CATCHING MEMORIES ONE FISH 
AT A TIME!!!

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) will 
be accepting applications for grants through the Open Space Land Acquisition 
and Development (OSLAD) and the federal Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) programs beginning August 1, 2018. 
 The OSLAD program is a state-financed grant program that provides 
funding assistance to local government agencies for acquisition and/
or development of land for public outdoor recreation areas. OSLAD is a 
matching program that provides an advance payment (for development projects only) that is 
50 percent of the grant award amount shortly after the grant agreement is executed.  The 
local agency must demonstrate and possess the ability to finance the remaining costs of an 
approved project prior to receipt of remaining grant funds.  This program is funded through 
a percentage of the state’s Real Estate Transfer Tax.
 The LWCF is a program that utilizes federal dollars to acquire land to be used for 
outdoor recreation.   This program provides up to 50 percent of the certified market value 
of property acquired to be developed into outdoor recreation areas.  No advance payment 
is allowed on acquisition projects.  LWCF is funded nationally by revenue from offshore oil 
and gas leases.
 Both programs are managed in Illinois by the Department of Natural Resources with 
concurrent application due dates, equal grant maximums and similar general rules. 
 The application period opens August 1 and applications must be submitted to the IDNR 
by 5:00 p.m. on October 1, 2018.  The Notice of Funding Opportunity can be found beginning 
August 1 at https://www.illinois.gov/sites/gata/Pages/default.aspx.
 Consult the IDNR website at www.dnr.illinois.gov for more information, or call the 
IDNR Grants main line at (217) 782-7481.

IDNR ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR OPEN SPACE 
LAND ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT (OSLAD) 
GRANT PROGRAM AND THE LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION FUND (LWCF) GRANT PROGRAM

Doug and Obie with two slabs!

Matt and a 10-pound flathead!
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FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE
 Hello again, friends. It has been a crazy, fantastic month of fishing. I had the 
opportunity to go to Lake of the Ozarks for the second time this year with my family and 
enjoy some crappie fishing, boating and great food! I have also been doing a lot of white 

bass guide trips on Lake Springfield. In my spare time, I have 
been fishing the Illinois River and trying to figure out the white 
bass and crappie there.  
 The fishing on Lake of the Ozarks was a lot different this time 
than when I was there earlier on in the year. It was all morning 
or evening bite.  There was no possible way to fish docks or troll 
after about 10 am. So what my father-in-law and I did was fish 
main lake docks, in 25 to 70 feet of water.  We then found out 
that the easiest way to catch fish without having to deal with 4 
to 5 foot rollers on the main lake, was to fish the docks near our 
condo. We put the Helix 10’s to work with side imaging and found 
which boat slips had structure. After we found the structure, we 
then had to find the depth. We started all the way at the bottom 
with a 1/16 ounce jig, tipped with a Charlie Brewer slider grub 
in my favorite color of baby bass with chartreuse tail - 1 ½ inch 
grub. We moved up at one foot increments until we found where 
the fish were at and then vertically jigged them.  In the morning, 
we discovered they seemed to be hanging out at about eight feet, 
then after 10 am, they would go down to 14 feet of water. That is 
how we caught our limits of crappie while our stay in the Ozarks. 
 When the couple of us fishermen weren’t chasing after crappie, 
I had a line of family members who wanted to venture out on 
the lake sightseeing the beautiful homes, cliff jumping, tubing 
and wake boarding. I don’t know how much gas I went through, 
but I can tell you it was a lot in the week that we were there. 
However, the dollar signs don’t compare to the big smiles on those 
eight little kids faces as they took turns riding the tube with their 
parents. I was excited to get some good use out of the new kid-
friendly tube I had recently purchased, and I was not disappointed.  
Those kiddos will remember these memories for years to come.  
My nephews couldn’t stop talking about riding in Uncle Reag’s 
boat and even had to make a Lego creation of my truck pulling the 
boat and trailer as soon as they got home from vacation.  If that 
doesn’t make a guy proud, I don’t know what does. 
 One night we got pizza from Chevy’s Bar, who claims to be 
the best thin crust pizza in the Midwest. I can attest, that it was 
among some of the best pizza I’ve ever eaten and all my family 
would agree! I highly recommend you to give this “hidden gem” 
a try if you are in the Ozarks. Now despite all the fun we had 
together as a family, swimming, 
eating, playing games and 
watching our kiddos play together 

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith
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Gimme Six Extended Protection promo is applicable to new Suzuki Outboard Motors from 25 to 350 HP in inventory which are sold and delivered 
to buyer between 10/01/18 and 12/31/18 in accordance with the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental 
US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. Customer should expect to receive an acknowledgement 
letter and full copy of contract including terms, conditions and wallet card from Suzuki Extended Protection within 90 days of purchase. If an 
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visit www.suzukimarine.com. Instant Savings must be applied against the agreed-upon selling price of the outboard motor and reflected in the 
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If you’re in the market to buy, we’ve got the 
deals! See your participating Suzuki Marine 
dealer today for all the details or visit  
www.suzukimarine.com. 
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Instant Savings of  
up to $800 on select
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dealer for details.
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on approved credit.* 
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Limited Warranty plus 3 years of Extended Protection at no extra charge. There are 
Instant Savings on select models, and Low-Rate Financing is also available.
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– the weather was a bit unusual for that 
time of year. The weather was in the low 
70’s and cloudy and rainy every day.  But 
we all made the best of it and had fun 
together! On the last day before traveling 
home, we made plans to spend the 
majority of the day at Big Surf Waterpark. 
We arrived at the park shortly after 
opening, swim trucks on, and it started 
to lightening and they ended up closing 
the park for the entire rest of the day. I’m 
super bummed that we didn’t get to enjoy 
the park that day as I’ve heard it’s the best 
waterpark in Lake of the Ozarks area. Lake 
of the Ozarks is my favorite lake to fish out 
of state.  I think I’m making a 3rd trip there 
in October or November, depending on my 
guiding schedule.    
 The white bass on Lake Springfield 
have been on fire since the end of July 
and will only continue to get better in 
September through November.  We will 
see 100-300 fish days on our trips with 
very healthy fish. Lake Springfield, in my 
opinion, is one of the best white bass 
fisheries in Illinois or at least in Central 
Illinois. The reason I believe this, is that not 
a lot of people target them and the shad 
are so plentiful in that lake that they have a 
constant food source all year long.  Another 
reason being, it is a power plant lake and 
stays warmer in the winter time where you 
can fish partial areas of the lake. 
 This month we will be targeting rock 
shoreline, rock points, shallow flats with nice 
drop offs, wind-blown points and anywhere 
there is a current break. We will be using 
¼ ounce crazy blades that are chartreuse. 
Speaking of crazy blades, I have recently 
become more cautious of them. This last 
month I got a crazy blade treble hook stuck in 
my finger tip, a first for me.  I’ve been hooked 
numerous times and always been able to get 
it out. But WOW the pain in a fingertip from 
a hook is unreal – I had to go in and get it 
surgically removed. 
 If you have kids that you want to get 
interested in fishing, and not get bored, 
than a trip in September is perfect for you 
and your family or friends. The white bass 
action is second to none! 
In the last few trips I’ve 
had out some boys 12 and 
under who couldn’t believe 
how many fish they were 
catching.  The smiles are 
their faces as they reeled 
them in one after the other, 
is a big reason why I love 
my job so much. 

 One of the most fun trips I had this 
past month, was the opportunity to take 
out my father-in-law and great uncle.  
My father-in-law had never caught a 
crappie in his entire life.  My great uncle 
stays for about a month each summer in 
Minnesota, catching crappie but never 
goes much locally. I taught both of them 
how to vertical jig in the 4 hours that 
we went fishing.  My great uncle said 
he’s never seen someone catch so much 
crappie in such a short amount of time. 
Now my father-in-law doesn’t care about 
bass fishing anymore and only wants 
to crappie fish – ha.  He actually called 
me last night and asked if we could go 
tomorrow morning with my 6 year-old 
nephew who is also becoming more of 
a crappie fisherman after our trip to the 
Ozarks. It was fun to share my everyday 
passion with my own family members and 
hear their excitement after a morning of 
great fishing. I don’t think I’ve ever heard 
my father-in-law talk that much before – I 
guess that’s what a good day of crappie 
fishing will do! 
 My guide service isn’t all about 
catching the quantity of fish, but it’s 
about making lasting memories with 
your friends and family. Be sure to check 
out centralilcrappieguide.com for more 
information or give me a call at 309-642-
8106.  I’d love to hear from you and take 
you out so we can make those memories 
on the water!

15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924
Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm • Sat 8am - 12pm

www.HarrisonsSportShop.com
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Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com

www.centralilcrappieguide.com

JOES BOAT
COVERS

www.joesboatcovers.com

Open 7 Days a Week! All Year - Call Any Time!
All of our Covers are Custom Made 

Right Here In Our Shop
Most Covers Finished in 3 to 4 Days

Call for the Lowest Price with Highest Quality!

Call Joe @ 217-632-2210 
or Mobile # 217-891-0737

14245 Boy Scout Trail, Petersburg, IL 62675

SEPTEMBER 29 & 30, 2018
Sat. 8:30am – 4:00pm  •  Sun. 8:30am – 3:00pm

Admission $2

Show is held at & hosted by 
Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club
21228 Yankee Lane, Chillicothe, IL 61523

All federal, state & local firearm ordinances & laws must be obeyed. 

Contact: Steve Risinger 309-208-1010

CHILLICOTHE SPORTSMEN CLUB
GUN & KNIFE SHOW

Like on Facebook & see web at: ChilliSportsmen.org

EARLY SEASON TEAL HUNTING
By Wade Bourne
IF YOU THINK HITTING AN ACROBATIC 
DOVE CAN BE DIFFICULT, TRY HUNTING 
THE LIGHTNING-FAST EARLY-SEASON 
TEAL THAT COME SPEEDING SOUTH IN 
SEPTEMBER!

FINDING TEAL
 Blue-winged teal frequent both 
large waters and small, including lakes, 
sloughs, swamps, beaver ponds, farm 
ponds, strip mine pits, etc. They feed on 
aquatic vegetation and invertebrates in 
shallow areas, and they commonly rest 
and preen on mud flats bordering these 
shallows.
 The best way to find these birds is 
simply to go looking for them. A day or 
two before the season opens, head to 
likely spots at dawn to see what’s there. 
If teal are present, they’ll be visible, 
sometimes in large flights working over 
feeding areas.
Also, understand that teal hunting can 
be a boom-or-bust proposition, and the 
outlook can change quickly. Blue-wings 

are cold-front-driven. Even the slightest 
north wind can bring in a new wave of 
birds. A swamp like the one Wright and 
I were hunting can be void of birds one 
day, then covered up the next.
 This is why we were in Wright’s blind 
the morning described above. On the day 
before opening morning of Kentucky’s 
2006 season, a stiff (for September) cold 
front had blown through. We’d hunted 
these birds enough to anticipate what the 
next morning would bring. And obviously, 
we weren’t disappointed!

DECOY SPREADS
 All decoy manufacturers sell teal 
decoys, but they are usually painted in 
a winter (breeding) plumage pattern. 
However, in September, blue-wings are 
still in eclipse plumage, meaning their 
heads and bodies are all brown. Also, 
most teal decoys are sized to match live 
birds — small. This means their profile is 
slighter, and they’re harder to see at long 
distances.

 For this reason I prefer to use standard 
mallard decoys with a preponderance of 
hens in the spread. The brown color is 
a better match for the season, and the 
larger-profile decoys are more visible.
 The number of decoys I use depends 
on my hunting location. On big water 
where trading ducks can see a long 
way, I may set out five dozen. But on 
smaller, more confined water (ponds, 
sloughs, etc.), a dozen decoys might be 
plenty. Wright’s blind rules over a one-
acre pothole in a thick swamp, and on 
the morning of our hunt I put out only 
12 decoys in a random pattern. Or make 

that 13. The extra decoy was a Mojo 
wing-spinner, set on a pole in the middle 
of my spread. Teal are drawn to wing-
spinners like magnets. Typically, they’re 
fresh off the prairies, and they haven’t 
been educated by hunter pressure. 
Hunters may or may not elect to use 
a wing-spinner decoy, depending on 
their personal preference (and current 
regulations.) But where early-migrating 
teal are concerned, a wing-spinner is a 
definite plus for drawing birds into close 
shotgun range.

Continued on page 93
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS
• HUNTING - FISHING
• CAMPING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES
• NEW & USED FIREARMS
• BRADLEY SMOKERS
• FFL TRANSFERS
• HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

TERRY HOWARTER                                                                    DENISE SHEPHERD

205 East Main St., Knoxville, IL 61448
life@greatoutdoors3.comcastbiz.net

309.388.0159

TOTAL
CONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDS
Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings

1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

WINTER WARMTH
By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 Central Illinois is home to a myriad of 
winter outdoor activities.  Staying warm 
while enjoying them is often on the mind 
of outdoorsmen, but with the weather as 
warm as it is now staying warm is not 
something we tend to think about until 
the cold weather is upon us. For persons 
with disabilities such as neuropathy 
and paralysis it is extremely important 
to think about cold weather activities 
ahead of time in order to be prepared 
as they may not be able to feel the cold 
in the extremities and the beginnings of 
frost bite. In the past I have written about 
using sleeping bags and heaters to keep 
warm however heaters are not always an 
option due to safety.  In addition, using a 
sleeping bag will keep your legs warm but 
limit upper body use. 
 A product I have been made aware of 
is the IWOM Pursuit XT for hunters with 
disabilities, and it is a product everyone 
can use.   IWOM Pursuit XT is designed for 
easy on and off from a seated position and 
works like a combination of a sleeping bag 
and snowmobile suit.  After being placed 
in the seat of the mobility device or chair 
the user sits inside, and zips the lWOM 
like a sleeping bag.  Unlike a traditional 
sleeping bag the IWOM zips in a U shape 
on the front, making it easy to transfer 
into and zip independently.  The upper 
body is similar to a snowmobile suit upper 
or insulated coveralls and goes on like a 
coat, allowing free upper body movement 
to fish, shoot, take photos, and operate 
hand controls or wheelchairs.  
 The IWOM Pursuit XT uses Thinsulate 
for insulation on the body and arms, is 
waterproof with water resistant zippers, 
and maintains breathability too.  For 
hunting they have made it scent proof so 
you don’t alert wildlife to your presence.  
Hand warmer pockets help keep your 
hands warm, an integrated face mask 
provides protection from the wind, and 
hand gaiters are integrated into the 
design.  IWOM comes in several different 

camouflage patterns and 
colors and their size range 
covers both standard and 
plus sizing by using weight 
and height to provide the 
best fit.  The IWOM definitely 
will be a game changer for 
many hunters in the pursuit 
of comfort during the cold 
winter months.
 If you are a hunter with a disability and 
would like to participate in a Central Illinois 
Accessible Hunt or would like to share your outdoor 
adventure or hunt, please feel free to contact me. 
If you would like to share your story or outdoor 
adventures, please contact me at 309-338-0990 or 
at huntsgungetaway@gmail.com.  Train Hard and 
Stay Safe. T.H.
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With Purchase

 My life has been a constant turn-over 
of different phases. Many folks I know seem 
to have their “things,” and deviate little from 
habitual practice – golfing, hunting, playing 
video games, etc. I am not sure why, but I have 
never been able to wholly commit to any certain 
activity. I will go long stretches without taking 
a hike—devastating, I know. I need to work on 
that. My sanctuary is the outdoors, and lately I 
have been so busy, and then so tired, that I have 
not actively sought the forest. I spend plenty 
of time traipsing my property – fusing over the 
chickens, watering trees and plants, pruning my 
surprise pumpkin patch, propagating succulents 
and so forth. I get my outside time, but not the 
immersion that fixes my heart. 
 I also go stretches without creating art or 
reading. I have gone years without playing my 
guitar – an activity I used to do daily – for hours, 
writing songs and singing. I am beginning to 
think of it as self-neglect. I am realizing that I 

do need to make myself 
a priority. One problem I 
have is that I do not like 
being “in town.” I got 
spoiled living in the far-
out country in southern 
Illinois. All I had to do 
was literally walk out 
my front door to take a 
peaceful country stroll. 
Now my house sits 50 
yards off the highway, 
which means that I 

must physically drive to a location to get my 
silent fresh air. I hate it. I love my property, but 
I hate where it sets. We can’t always get what 
we want I suppose. 
 I have always been a person who 
enjoys being alone, so now being back in 
my hometown I am constantly being asked 
to do things, go places. Honestly, it is pretty 
overwhelming. You might not understand it, 
but for a person with anxiety so much social 
obligation is exhausting. So now, due to this 
new situation I find myself spending more time 
watching Netflix, wrapped in many blankets 
like a cocoon. Then I retire to bed, always later 
than I had hoped, and lose myself in a book for 
a while. My room is dark and cave-like with 
layer upon layer of curtains and towels and 
sheets blocking any light from entering the 
room. I keep the house curtains drawn most of 
the time, doors closed. 
 So, I guess my current phase is Hygge.

 To get an idea of the practice, here is an 
excerpt from a 2016 New Yorker article about 
the phenomenon:
 “Hygge is a Danish term defined as “a 
quality of cosiness and comfortable conviviality 
that engenders a feeling of contentment or 
well-being.” Pronounced “hoo-guh,” the word 
is said to have no direct translation in English, 
though “cozy” comes close. It derives from a 
sixteenth-century Norwegian term, hugga, 
meaning “to comfort” or “to console,” 
which is related to the English word “hug.” 
Associated with relaxation, indulgence, and 
gratitude, hygge has long been considered a 
part of the Danish national character.”
 Perhaps I have some Danish blood. My 
ritual upon arriving home, after tending to the 
critters, is to immediately strip, and put on my 
hyggelige ensemble—usually consisting of 
the shirt or tank top I will be sleeping in, a knit 
sweater or scarf of some sort on top of that, 
knee high knit stockings, slippers or flip flops, 
sweatpants – you get the idea. I wedge myself 
a very particular way on the cough, pillow just-
so, and a soft blanket on my lap with a glass of 
chilled wine on the pine end table.
 I suppose you could call it lazy, but once I 
am in that space, watching the evening news, 
I feel some degree of contentment. Those few 
hours before bed when I watch a show and 
split time between living room and kitchen, 
preparing supper, the dogs laying on the floor 
is when I feel the world stops, and it’s just me, 
and I can breathe. 

MIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

 128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…

www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp

Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

PHASES
By A.K. Thompson

 I want to paint. I want to walk – just walk 
and walk and walk, feeling my feet traverse the 
earth. I want to pick up my guitar and feel the 
vibration of her strings against my belly. I want 
to go off trail – maybe take up squirrel hunting 
again. I want to throw my kayak in the truck 
and find a lake somewhere to paddle around 
on. I want to organize my tackle box and fish 
for Bass—that hypnotic trance of cast/reel/
repeat is so relaxing, and then when one hits 
on the lure a surge of excitement takes over 
the body. I want to do all the things I have been 
obsessed with during the different “phases” of 
my life, but I guess you just can’t have them 
all at once. A human body has seasons, too, I 
reckon. I hope my next season takes me back 
to the woods, but for now, it is Hygge, and I 
guess I’m ok with that.

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad

Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics
FULL TIME OUTFITTER FOR 31 YEARS!

OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY
Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides

Members Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

A.K. Thompson is a museum curator and 
writer who makes her home in northern 
Illinois where she raises chickens and 
spends her free time with the dogs. She 
holds a Master’s Degree in Writing and 
Consciousness from the New College 
of California, and an MFA in Creative 
Writing from Southern Illinois University. 
She has served as an Assistant Editor for 
the Crab Orchard Review. Her work has 
appeared in STORY Magazine, Surreal 
South -- An Anthology of Short Fiction 
and Poetry, The Smoking Poet, and The 
Chiron Review among others. Email A.K.: 
akdirtchurch@gmail.com
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NATURAL BLINDS
 In September, vegetation is still lush 
in most flyways. And since teal aren’t too 
hunter-wise, most waterfowlers can get 
by hiding in whatever natural cover is 
available: willows, buck bushes, cattails, 
sawgrass, etc. It’s not that fixed blinds 
aren’t great —Wright and I enjoyed 
standing on a firm platform instead of in 
soft mud. But a patch of thick vegetation, 
supplemented by all-over camo clothing 
(including a face mask is usually sufficient 
to keep these birds from seeing you. That 
assumes you’re standing stock-still.
 Take along a hand axe or a machete 
for cutting brush on-site. Also, it’s nice to 
have a seat handy for periods of inaction. 
A five-gallon bucket turned upside down 
is perfect. (If a bucket is white or bright-
colored, spray paint it in olive drab before 
the hunt.) Also, a dove stool will work if 
the mud is firm enough to keep its legs 
from miring up.

CALLING CLUES
 Blue-wing hens make a call similar 
to a five-note hail call of a mallard hen, 

except it’s higher-pitched, faster and 
softer. Call companies sell calls that 
realistically mimic this sound. However, 
my experience is that standard, louder 
mallard calls are more effective at 
attracting these birds. It’s the same 
philosophy as using the mallard decoys. 
Mallard calls are louder and can be 
heard from farther distances. Also, teal 
and mallards frequently share the same 
waters, so there’s nothing unnatural 
about teal hearing — and responding to 
— mallard calls.
 Also, one twist to calling teal is 
“laughing them in,” which I’ve seen 
guides do at teal-rich Reelfoot Lake in 
west Tennessee. When a flight of teal is 
spotted, a guide will laugh aloud — ha, 
ha, ha, ha, ha — in a high-pitched voice 
and tempo similar to a real teal’s call. It 
sounds crazy, but the birds respond to it. 
Who cares what it sounds like if it works?

GUNS AND LOADS
 Teal are the buzz bombs of the duck 
family. They fly fast and dart unpredictably, 
thus earning their reputations as some 
of the trickiest targets in wingshooting. 
However, they aren’t difficult to bring 

down. A couple of pellets on target 
will usually cause teal to splash. This 
is why teal hunters need shotguns that 
swing easily and throw dense patterns 
of fairly small shot. Lighter, shorter guns 
are better for this purpose, and chokes 
should be improved-cylinder or modified. 
Shot sizes should be No. 4 to No. 7 ½, of 
course in a non-toxic payload.

KNOX COUNTY SCENIC DRIVE
October 6 & 7 • 9:00 am – 5:00 pm • Various Locations

NATIONAL STEARMAN FLY-IN
September 3 - 9, 2018

Teal Hunting . . . continued

 One great choice for teal hunting 
would be a 20-gauge over/under, 
especially over smaller waters. Normal 
shooting distances will average 20 to 30 
yards, and the 20-gauge will handle this 
chore neatly.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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 September on Norfork Lake should 
be excellent this year. We have normal 
water levels and a great level of oxygen 
in all layers of the lake. The first half 
of the month you will find good striper 
fishing within a mile of the dam. As the 
weather starts to cool the headwaters 
will cool down fast and a striper 
migration will occur as they move to the 
upper end of the lake looking for colder 
water. September is also the start of 
our hunting season which begins in the 
second half of September with the early 
season for Blue Wing Teal and Canadian 

Goose. Bow season for deer begins the 
last week of September so you can find 
lots of things to do before the fall fishing 
begins. 
 The first half of September you still 
want to fish the points with long flats and 
river channels in waters that range from 
70 to 100’. You will see the stripers on or 
very near the bottom. We use 4 and 5 oz 
barrel weights with leaders and put the 
bait on the bottom then raise it a foot so 
the stripers need very little movement to 
feed on the baits. Gizzard shad are the 
best baits because they will live longer 

then the threadfin shad. Some of the 
best points will be along the dam buoys, 
Long Point, the river channel along the 
dam, and Dam Cove.   One or more of 
these points will hold fish in September 
once you find the fish they will usually be 
there for a long period of time. 
 Striper fishing usually tails off in 
the second half of September because 
of the nature of the lake oxygen levels. 
However I do not expect this to happen 
this year. This year we should see 
consistent fishing on the lower end of 
the lake well into September. Once the 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

SEPTEMBER IS 
EXCELLENT FISHING 
ON NORFORK LAKE

This ad paid for by combination of private and state matching funds

weather cools the lake turn over process 
begins at the head waters of Lake Norfork 
some 47 miles across the Missouri state 
line and moves down slowly to the dam. 
The dam area is the last place the lake 
will turn over since it’s the deepest part 
of the lake. One way to beat this is start 
moving your fishing up the lake towards 
shallower waters. Since Norfork Lake is 
actually a wide river, the oxygen level 
will increase as you move up the lake. 
We start testing the waters around the 
state line the second half of September 
and begin fishing there all of October 
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110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT 
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!

1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

LUND Impact 1875

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
BRING  YOUR EMPTY OIL JUGS IN FOR DEALS ON REFILLS!!

LET US RIG YOUR BOAT WITH 
THE LATEST ELECTRONICS!

CONSIGNMENT BOATS WANTED
MORE 2019 LUNDS ARRIVING DAILY!

and November. By far 
this is the best area to 
consistently catch limits 
of stripers during the 
later part of the year. 
We will be fishing in 
waters no deeper then 
35’. You will see lots of 
bait and stripers feeding 
heavy on this years 
hatch.
 The bass will still be 
in their summer pattern. 
Early morning top water, 
then jigs, worms and 
spinner baits are your 
best baits. There is 
also great night fishing 
throwing jigs, worms, 
and black or red 3/8 oz 
spinner baits. You can 
catch fish all over the 
main lake and creeks. 
 As the water begins 
to cool he crappie will start moving up and 
start their fall feed. Spider rigging is the 
most effective technique to catch them. 
Bennett’s Bayou, Red Bank, Calamity 
Beach, Pigeon Creek, Brushy Creek and 
Big Creek will be your best choices. 

STR Outfitters

These memories will last a lifetime ....

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com
877.246.7896 YOUR PHOTO HERE!

IMAGINE . . .

 CLOSEOUT ON 2018 LUNDS IN STOCK
1600 FURY TILLER W/MERC 25

1775 IMPACT SS  W/MERC 115 PRO XS

 NEW IN STOCK 2019 LUNDS
1625 FURY XL SS W/MERC 60

1875 CROSSOVER W/MERC 175
1675 ADVENTURE TILLER W/HONDA 60

1775 IMPACT SPORT W/MERC 115
1875 IMPACT SPORT  W/MERC 150

1875 PRO V BASS W/MERC 200
16-17-20 FT PREDATOR JONS TILLER & CONSOLES

 Tom & Sean Reynolds have fished 
Lake Norfork for over 51 years and they 
guide out of Tracy Ferry Marina; you can 
reach him at www.stroutfitters.com, 870-
421-1541 or on Facebook.
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RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS  

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose 
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock! 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583
 hicksforguns@gmail.com • www.HicksforGuns.com

Sales Rep: Gerald Sampen • 217-376-3873
Agent: Justin Montgomery • 217-871-0524 • jmontgomery@jamig.com www.

MontysOutdoorConnection.com

Get in a real handgun trining class! Improve marksmanship 
skills and gun handling skills, learn  defensive shooting, get better 

prepared, and increase your survival rate. Come see what you 
don’t know about defensive shooting and self defense. 

I guarantee you will leave class with improved marksmanship 
skills, defensive skills and a new outlook on self defense.

COURSES OFFERED:
• NRA Basic Pistol Course
• Pistol Marksmanship Course
• Advanced Handgun Skills
•  Intro to Defensive Firearms / Home 

Invasion
• AR-15 / Carbine Course
•  Iowa Permit to Carry Weapons (CCW)

tmfirearmstraining.wordpress.com

319-371-6698
Email: tmfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

 Every state in the United States has 
unique people, sayings, and customs. I 
have lived in three great states. Minnesota 
has a wonderful Scandinavian heritage. 
Hawaii is a melting pot of many countries 
and nationalities. “I’m not a native Texan, 
but I got here as quick as I could!” Now 
living in Texas, I have experienced a new 
range of cultural differences. One example: 

DON’T SQUAT ON YOUR SPURS
I petted a longhorn at a wedding. Both the 
bride and groom wore cowboy boots, and 
the dog stood with them as they exchanged 
vows. Yes, Texans love their longhorn cattle, 
their Catahoula hound dogs, (even though 
they originated in Louisiana), and their 
guns. Most 
Texans have 
a great 
respect for 
the law, and 
the officers 
by which it 
is upheld.
 There is a house in our neighborhood 
with two signs prominently displayed in 
their front yard. 

 I have always been confused by the 
conflicting messages of these signs. If you 
back the badge, would you not call 911? 
Which brings me to the Texas saying: 
“Don’t squat on your spurs.”  Aside from 
the obvious meaning, it also means to 
think carefully about an action (hanging 
those two signs), and to try to envision all 
possible results, (my confusion).  Now, I 
am quite certain that those homeowners 
did not realize that one result of placing 
those signs next to each other would be 
my consternation. In fact, if they knew, I 
am sure they would not care. 
 Even before I moved here, I was 
aware that “everything is bigger in 
Texas”. Some of my favorite expressions 
that I often hear are:  “Bigger than Dallas, 

as big as all hell and half of Texas, he’s big 
enough to bear hunt with a switch.” One 
thing I can personally confirm is that the 
thunder in Texas is bigger than any I have 
ever heard elsewhere. It is ear-splitting, 
and roof rattling. While it may not storm 
here often, when it does, it makes up for 
frequency with volume and ferocity. 
 These are more of my favorite Texas 
sayings: 
• All hat, no cattle.
•  He knows more ways to take your money 

than a roomful of lawyers.
•  He’s so honest you could shoot craps 

with him over the phone.
• Brave as the first man who ate an oyster.
• Busy as a stump-tailed bull in fly season.
•  I ate so many armadillos when I was 

young, I still roll up into a ball when I 
hear a dog bark.

• This ain’t my first rodeo.
• Never sign nothin’ by neon.
• So poor I had a tumbleweed as a pet.
 Texas ways and Texas folks are 
wonderful and remarkable. For the most 
part, it is a pleasure to live here. Now if 
I can just get the neighbors to take down 
one of their signs, I can walk past their 
house without stopping to ponder this 
dichotomy.

by Diana Storrs



September 2018 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 97

Discounts as big as a house. 
Or condo. Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be.
Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars when you put all 

your policies together under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Alan Thompson, Agent

623 E. Jackson, Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

statefarm.com®

Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
LICENSED & INSURED

715-558-8732
fish4walleye53716@yahoo.com

DeanosGuideService.com
Find us on

On the Chippewa Flowage

SEPTEMBER CCW CLASSES 
AT EZ LIVIN
By Dan Galusha
 One of Illinois’ most popular 
CCW instructors, Mark Millichamp of 
Sherrard, IL, will be conducting classes on 
September 8 and 9 at EZ Livin’ in Milan, IL.
 Mark is also a NRA instructor, former 
military policeman, and award winning 
Cowboy shooter.  His wife Karen, who 
also is present at some of these classes, 
is a top-notch women’s Cowboy shooter, 
with several first place awards.  Both of 
these people can give you some great 
tips, but the primary objective is to teach 
you to become the best responsible 
Conceal Carry person possible.
 If you are an honorably discharged 
veteran the only qualification is that you 
must attend the second day of class and 
shoot, so be sure to bring your DD214.

 Shooting a qualification requires 10 
rounds to be fired at each of the three 
distances of 5, 7 and 10 yards, using a B25 
silhouette target.  You must have 70% of 
your rounds fall within the qualification 

Part of the first day of class is learning the basic parts 
of a gun; as well as being familiarized with the NRA 

qualifying target.

Once at EZ Livin you may 
meet the special greeter.

Mark Millichamp starts out his class with three rules of safe 
gun handling.

Todd Carnes of EZ Livin, discusses 
products with one of his customers.

TALK DEER
PROCESSING

600 N. Ferne Clyffe Rd. • Goreville, IL • (618) 995-2754
Summer Sausage • Jalapeno & Cheese Summer Sausage  

Slim Jims: Mild or Bold (with or without Cheese) 
Polish Kielbasa with cheddar cheese • Breakfast Sausage 
Jerky • Bacon • Bologna • Dakota Brats • Italian Sausage 

Boneless trimmings accepted up to Jan. 13th 
(Must be thawed & ready to use) 

A $20 deposit is required on all orders. Open 7 Days a Week  
Oct. 1-Jan. 15, 8am-8pm “Hours change after Christmas.”  

We accept deer up to one day after final season
Closed 3 Major Holidays & Day After.  
Owners: Timothy A. & Tamie L. Klein 

www.talkdeer.com
(Now Accepting: VISA & MasterCard & Debit Cards

$2.00 Credit Card processing Fee)

area, which is approximately 9 inches.
 Be sure to bring your gun and 
ammunition, which you will be told more 
about when contacting Mark or EZ Livin.
 For further information regarding the 

2-day class contact Mark at (309) 235-
9619. If in the Milan area you can stop 
by EZ Livin and speak to Todd Carnes at 
phone (309) 787-2244. 
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We love to  
finance outdoor 

adventure! 

And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
5 QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE A KITCHEN 
REMODEL SO IT DOESN’T GO OFF THE RAILS
 The words “kitchen renovation” can 
spark both excitement and fear in the 
hearts of homeowners. Because whether 
you’re gutting the space or simply making 
some cosmetic improvements, you’ll need 
to be ready to make plenty of decisions. 
What if you make the wrong choice that 
you then have to live with, and look at, for 
years to come?
 Never fear, help is here with 
our Dream Kitchen Remodeling Guide—a 
weekly series in which we lay out the steps 
to renovate your kitchen into the kind of 
space you’d always hoped it could be. From 
choosing countertops to cabinets to the right 
contractor and beyond, we give you the info 

members?” asks Robert J. Russoof Fair & 
Square Contracting.
 Pondering what annoys you about 
your kitchen can be a good place to start, 
as well as how you wish to use the space. 
Russo says most kitchen usage desires 
fall into one of three categories: “Would 
you like to cook more, entertain more, or 
have areas designated for other use such 
as a desk for homework?”
 Sure, maybe you want it all, but 
that’ll cost you big-time. So try to be 

By Liz Alterman

honest and ask yourself what matters 
most. Be realistic: Do you truly need 
a full-on chef’s kitchen since you’re a 
budding Ina Garten, or do you simply 
want a fresh look? Get laser-focused 
on your priorities, since this will affect 
how your entire kitchen renovation 
unfolds, including how much it costs 
(more on that next).

you need to make the right decisions.
 Before you start ripping out 
cupboards or drooling over farmhouse 
sinks, you should ask yourself some 
basic questions to get a sense of your 
priorities. Here are five that’ll help you 
break down your decision-making into 
bite-size pieces.

1. What are my goals?
 First up, ask yourself what you’d like 
your kitchen reno to accomplish.
 “Are you looking to just update 
the look of your kitchen, improve its 
functionality, have more storage—
or are you mainly trying to be less 
isolated from the rest of your family 

More Service.
More Sales.

VanceMARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated150 S Main St. • Morton, IL 61550

212 S. SAMPSON STREET, 
TREMONT, IL 61568 - $114,900

A multi-purpose main street office building in excellent 
condition. 1206 sq ft and includes 2 half-baths. 

Metal roof. 7x16 storage area in rear with shelving. 
Excellent visibility. Immediate availability.

**** OFFICE SPACE ****

UNIQUE PROPERTY! Beautiful 3BR/3BA log
home with main floor master suite. Large kitchen
with island, custom pantry, stainless appliances,
tile floor. Great room with high efficiency stone
fireplace. Informal dining room with knotty-pine
& vaulted ceiling. Heated floors. Main floor 
laundry. Over 33 acres of gorgeous wooded &
rolling land. Property has several outbuildings &
separate apartment. Perfect for a landscaping
business, horses, or recreation.

Janet Jordan
Managing Broker
CRB, GRI, SRS

(309) 360-7130

3622 N. Knoxville Avenue, 
Peoria, IL Each office independently owned and operated.

5325 W. Southport Road, Peoria, IL • $595,900
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FULTON COUNTY
40 Acres- Land, Log Home
7.5 Acre, Lakefront - SOLD

KNOX COUNTY
191 Acres- Land, 

Tillable Farm

PEORIA COUNTY
150 Acres- 62 Tillable, 
80 Bedding area and 

Mature Timber
267 Acres
26 Acres
36 Acres

TAZEWELL COUNTY
79 Acres- River Views

BRAD BELSER
(309) 231-1449
brad@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777
jim@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

FOR ALL YOUR FARM & REC LAND BUYING, 
SELLING AND 1031 EXCHANGE NEEDS

Brad Belser

Jim Ferguson

PROPERTIES FOR SALE: 

Knox County- 191 Acres

Tazewell County- 79 Acres

Peoria County- 150 Acres

Fulton County- 40 Acres

Peoria County- 26 Acres

PENDING

Peoria County- 36 Acres

SOLD

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

2. What’s my budget?
 Before you dive in and fall head over 
heels in love with pricey appliances or 
a new layout, know how much you can 
afford, then figure out where to allocate 
those dollars.
 To help you zero in on what kind 
of kitchen reno you can afford, share a 
ballpark budget with a kitchen remodeler.
“This can give you a good sense of 
what to do now and what might have to 
wait until later,” says Matthew Breyer, 
president and lead designer of Breyer 
Construction & Landscape. “Often, a 
kitchen remodel can be done in stages 
to assure you achieve your dreams when 
you and your budget are ready.”

3. Where can I cut corners?
 Is your dream kitchen beyond your 
budget? Many areas of a kitchen reno 
offer plenty of wiggle room, including the 
following:
•  Materials: “Keep in mind that most of 

your material choicessuch as cabinetry, 
countertops, flooring, and lightingcan 
vary greatly in price,” Russo says. 
“This can be instrumental in staying 
within budget.”

•  Layout: “If you want to change your 
kitchen layout, you probably need 
a larger budget because electrical, 
water, and HVAC connections to 
support the appliances have to move,” 
says Russo. “Keeping the current 
layout is less costly.”

•  Cabinets: “Refacing cabinetry 
changes the whole feel of a kitchen 
for much less than total cabinet 
replacement,” points out Ann Cohen of 
Keller Williams Realty BostonMetro.

•  Backsplash: Adding a tasteful 
backsplash adds pizzazz for a 
relatively low cost. In fact, large home 
maintenance stores carry install-
yourself backsplashes that are trendy 
and made for the DIY owner.

 Alex Hubler of Keller Williams 
Premier Realty Lake Minnetonka says 
he doesn’t dissuade people from full-on 
renovations, but he points out that many 
kitchens simply don’t need it.
 “Many times the kitchen has good 
bones and just needs a face-lift—new 
appliances, cabinet hardware, paint, 
or backsplash,” he says. “If that’s the 
direction you decide to go, then the 
contractor you choose might be different 
than the one you’d use for a complete 

overhaul. It’s also possible to get away 
with just hiring subcontractors for each 
part of the job—for example, a granite 
company for counters. You can save a 
lot of money going this direction and still 
completely transform your kitchen.”

4. Am I prepared to manage this 
project?
 From hiring a contractor to securing 
permits, there will be plenty of moving 
parts to manage. Are you ready?
 John Bodrozic, co-founder 
of HomeZada, notes that homeowners 
should, at a minimum, be prepared 
to get multiple bids and check contractor 
references, insurance, and licenses.
 “You should track product warranties, 
invoices, receipts, owners manuals, and 
more,” he says. “And keep great records 
because you need to update your home 
insurance dwelling coverage, be prepared 
for tax time, and have great records if you 
decide to sell the house.”

5. Can I comfortably survive it?
 Even if you know exactly what you 
want and have the money to pay for it, 
you still have to mentally prepare for 
demolition and potential delays.
 Jody Costello, founder 
of ContractorsFromHell.com, remodeled her 
kitchen a decade ago, and has this to share: 
“Plan on being without the comforts you’re 
used to for at least three months,” she says.
 You heard us right—three months.
 So if you want your kitchen 
perfect before your entire extended 
family comes over for Christmas, you’d 
better get cracking now!
 And of course, problems along the 
way will just lengthen the timeline.
 “Our kitchen remodel was extended 
by three weeks due to some damage 
done to one of the cabinets,” Costello 
adds.
 So pad your time frame (and budget) 
for unforeseen problems that are bound 
to crop up, and prepare to eat a whole lot 
of takeout before this is over. It’s worth it, 
really! So if you’re still ready and raring 
to forge ahead, come back next week 
to learn how to hire the right kitchen 
contractor.

www.realtor.com
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kiesewetter online auctions

Kiesewetter Auction Services • 309-699-3800
for more detailed information see www.kiesewetterauction.com

Bidding Starts Thursday Sept. 6th 
from 9am – 5-pm

Real Estate- Online Auction of House 
at 136 Apple, Creve Coeur, IL 

1982 Corvette
Bidding Starts Friday Sept. 7th 

from 9am – 5pm
Real Estate Online Auction of East 

Peoria Building
Bidding Starts Sat. Sept. 8th 

from 9am – 5pm
Real Estate- House at 332 Carola, 

Creve Coeur, IL 
Bidding ends Monday Sept. 10th at 5pm

Real Estate On-Line Auction

Bidding Ends Tuesday Sept. 11th 
at 5:00pm

Real Estate 3.82 +- Acres Timbered 
Illinois Riverview

Bidding Ends Wednesday Sept. 12th 
at 5pm

Real Estate On-Line Auction 585 
Roosevlet, Creve Coeur, IL

Bidding Ends Oct. 1st at 5pm
Real Estate 6 Acre Mobile Home Park

Bidding Ends Oct. 2nd at 5pm
Real Estate- 5.5 Acres East Peoria

Real Estate- 15.6 Acres & 25,000 sq. ft. 
Fabrication Shop

WHAT DOES YOUR HOMEOWNERS 
POLICY COVER IN DISASTERS? 
OFTEN, NOT ENOUGH
By Leslie Scism and Nicole Friedman
 When the floodwaters have receded 
and fires have burned out, many U.S. 
homeowners are hit with another disaster: 
inadequate insurance.
 That was a big lesson of last year’s 
major hurricanes and wildfires. In 
many instances, homeowners couldn’t 
fully repair their damaged homes with 
insurance proceeds because they didn’t 
understand until too late what their 
policies did and didn’t cover.
 And in general, over the past couple of 
decades, insurers have made it tougher on 
consumers. Increasingly, they have made 
home policies less generous and more 
complicated, shifting risks and costs off 
their books and onto policyholders, some 
consumer advocates and lawyers say.
 “Insurance documents are so difficult 
to understand. They’re very convoluted 
and most people don’t spend their time 
reading them,” says Sherri Levin, an 
accounting professor who lives on the 
U.S. Virgin Island of St. Thomas. Ms. 
Levin’s condo was damaged by hurricanes 
last year, and she says she hasn’t yet been 
paid by her insurers.
 “Even if you do read the documents 
and understand the documents, it’s hard 
to estimate the value of everything in your 
house,” Ms. Levin says. “People are going 
to be guessing.”
 There is one thing home policies long 
have had in common, yet people still often 
don’t know: Standard coverage excludes flood 
damage. The U.S. government’s National 
Flood Insurance Program, created in the 
1960s, is the biggest seller of flood policies to 
homeowners and small businesses.
 After Hurricane Irma, “we heard 
from consumers who did not know who 
their insurance carrier was or they were 
shocked at what their policy actually 
covered,” says Jimmy Patronis, Florida’s 
chief financial officer, in an interview. 
“As insurance rates go up, people will go 
without, and that’s not acceptable.”
 Here are some basics:
 Flood insurance is separate: 
Hurricane Harvey showed last year that 
flooding can damage properties outside 

the highest-risk zones and leave empty-
handed homeowners who aren’t required 
to buy flood insurance.
 People with federally backed home 
mortgages must purchase the coverage 
if they are in a designated high-risk flood 

area. The government policies 
provide up to $250,000 for rebuilding and 
$100,000 for contents.
 Mary Barnes, a retired prison security 
officer, knew she was taking a risk in 
forgoing flood insurance for her house 

near the Colorado River in Wharton, Texas. 
But with one son in college and another 
child at home, her budget was stretched.
 “It was unaffordable to me, unless 
I chose for us not to eat,” she says of 

David McNew/Getty Images
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a roughly $600-a-year policy. She had 
maintained the coverage in earlier years 
when she still had a mortgage. “I would 
have loved to keep it. … If you can afford 
it, by all means do it,” she says.
 The river swamped Ms. Barnes’s 
house as part of Harvey’s damage. Now, 
she is working with volunteer groups to 
stitch together free services for repairs.
 For affluent families, a flood policy 
is worth it for the peace of mind, even if 
not required under terms of a mortgage, 
says Karen Mondshine, whose home in 
Houston flooded after the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers released reservoir water in 
Harvey’s aftermath.
 She and her husband, Greg, had 
a $500-a-year policy through Chubb 
Ltd. although their neighborhood was 
designated as having lower-than-average 
flood risk. “Just because the mortgage 
company doesn’t say it is required, doesn’t 
mean it isn’t in your best interest,” says 
Ms. Mondshine, an executive with an 
insurance brokerage. “Our primary home 
was our biggest investment.”
 Chubb resolved her claim in a 
satisfactory way, she says, declining to 
provide details. “We sometimes feel 
badly—survivors’ guilt. We see so many 

other people struggling to get their lives 
back to normal.”
 Consumers typically have a 30-day 
waiting period after purchase before the 
government policies take effect. A small 
number of private-sector insurers also 
provide the coverage, typically for amounts 
that kick in above the federal policy limits.
 Check your policy limits: The 
maximum payout in a standard home 
policy may be insufficient to rebuild and 
replace contents. Homeowners often fail 
to increase policy limits if they upgrade 
their homes. In the past 10 years, about 
10% of residential properties nationwide 
had remodels worth more than $25,000, 
according to data provider BuildFax.
 Homeowners also can find that 
their policy limits are inadequate when 
everyone in a disaster-hit area seeks 
building materials and contractors’ services 
simultaneously, driving up costs.
 In a sign of the widespread 
misunderstandings that exist, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands’ insurance commissioner issued 
a bulletin after last year’s catastrophes 
that told insurers they need to educate 
policyholders about adequate insurance 
coverage. Policyholders on the islands will 
have to sign a form saying they understand 

how becoming underinsured can 
happen before getting new or 
renewed insurance coverage.
 Homeowners also need 
to be aware of another pitfall: 
Insurers sometimes provide 
“actual cash-value coverage,” 
which takes depreciation 
into account, rather than 
replacement-cost coverage. 
Actual cash value could fall 
short of covering replacement, 
leaving the policyholder to foot 
more of the bill.
 Make a list: Homeowners should 
inventory possessions and store the list 
outside the home. People with expensive 
items like jewelry can get specialized 
coverage.
 As Harvey headed toward Texas, 
Adriana Vargas rushed from room to room 
taking photos because she hadn’t prepared 
an inventory. Her Houston house was 
flooded days later. She took more photos as 
damaged furnishings were hauled out. She 
compiled an inventory based on the pictures.
 “When you sign up for insurance and 
they tell you you should document everything 
you have, you should do that,” she says.
 After wildfires in California last year, 

the state insurance department asked 
insurers to immediately pay policyholders 
for living expenses and a portion of 
personal contents, without requiring an 
inventory. “That’s a very time-consuming 
and onerous thing to ask someone to do 
if they’ve lost everything,” says California 
Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones.
Many insurers agreed to partially waive 
the inventory requirement.
 The realtor.com® editorial team 
highlights a curated selection of product 
recommendations for your consideration; 
clicking a link to the retailer that sells the 
product may earn us a commission.
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Managing Broker

Mobile: 309-361-2095
Office: 309-246-5020

822 5th St. • Lacon, IL 61540

000 CONSERVATION LANE, 
LOWPOINT, IL 61545- $1,245,000

Prime 83.3 acres in Woodford county.
Located on conservation road this square 

83 acres is set up with 3 water control 
structures. The sediment trap ditch runs 
along the north boundary line. Existing 
berms and levees are mapped out on 

wetland’s restoration map. Du has plotted 
areas of food, forage and cover beds. 
Enhancing the migratory species of 
waterfowl and upland game birds. 

This jewel of the Illinois holds a lot of 
ducks as compared to the surrounding 

duck clubs. Ground has been rested
 for years w/out shooting. Consistency 
is mostly dryland mixed some marsh 

and some outlet to the river. 

RR COUNTY ROAD, 
SPARLAND, IL 61565- $575,000

182 Acres
Great Duck Hunting Opportunity!

Located in Between State 
Conservation ground and Ducks 
Unlimited Waterfowl restoration 
project. Lots of possibilities with 

this piece. Don’t let this one slip by. 
Lovely Piece of Duck - Hunting Ground.

00 RR, 
PUTNAM, IL 61327- $480,000

320 Acres
This prestigious and very historical duck 

clubs and fisheries. Best known in its 
prime as the buster Thompson fishery and 
duck club. So many fabulous opportunities 

await with this diamond in the rough! 
Possible enrollment in preserve programs 
and carbon credits for nitrogen reduction. 
These programs offered through multiple 

organizations and can be applied for. Located 
not far from the wetland’s initiate project. 

Your waterfowl mansion awaits....
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ADVENTURES ON OUR 
ALASKAN HONEYMOON
By Tzena Tucker Laue and Larry Laue - Shumway, Illinois
 After both being widowed following 45 
years of marriage, neither Larry nor I thought 
we would be having another honeymoon 
adventure in our lifetimes.  However, 
sometimes the good Lord has other plans for 
our lives. Through mutual Christian friends 
we found each other and decided to embark 
on a new adventure together.

 We chose an Alaskan adventure for 
our honeymoon in the second week of 
June.  Larry had been to Alaska in 2010 
and had spent 4 weeks, a week cruising 
and then visiting all the famous Alaskan 
sites and fishing.  His pre-screening set 

the agenda for our adventure.  We left St. 
Louis, Mo., flew to San Francisco, then on 
to Vancouver, Canada to embark on our 
Princess Lines week long cruise up the 
inner passage.  
 We spent 
the first day at 
sea and chose 
the formal early 
dining option 
for our evening 
meals all week.  
Once again the 
Lord blessed 
us with two 
conservative Christian couples as table 
mates.  One couple both were professional 
cruisers with life-long cruises all over the 
world, and the other both were novice first 
time cruisers.  The experienced advice and 
insight from the veterans were invaluable 
in menu choices and amazing sights to 
see, plus they were expert trivia players 

who won every day on board and shared 
their prizes with all at the table.  They 
had cruised down from Whittier and were 
cruising back for their 2 week trip.  This was 
their 8th Alaskan trip, so they could advise 
the worthwhile ship activities, shows and 
the great shore excursions since they had 
experienced all of them!
 Our cabin had a balcony that we could 
sit out on and enjoy the beautiful scenery.  
The weather was much cooler than the 
humid 90 degree central Illinois climate 
we had left and it had been difficult to 
pack warmer clothes, however layers 
with sweaters and jackets were definitely 
a must. June is early spring for Alaska and 
it seemed that it rained sometime during 
the day every day!  Luckily the two days 
we took shore excursions were the two 
best days both places had experienced for 
several weeks.  
 The first stop was Ketchikan and we 
chose to just explore the town that day 
visiting several stores and outfitting with 
more clothes for our fishing trips.  Our next 
port was Juneau.  While we waited at the 
port for our excursion, we were supervised 
by two eagles who sat in the nearby trees 
for the entire day observing all the coming 
and going.  Several other ships were also 

docked there so they had plenty to attract 
their attention.  We boarded a bus to take 
us to a smaller port to board a smaller boat. 
We then went on a whale watching  and 
wild life quest excursion that was very 
informative and delivered some humpback 
whale sightings fairly close with a couple 
of tail fin shows.  It was amazing that when 
one was sighted, several boats gathered 
hoping to see the next vapor blow and 
surface.  It was a guessing game as to 
where the whale would surface next, so all 
the passengers were lookouts to advise the 
guide as to where we could look to see the 
next surfacing.

 Also some sea lions were basking on 
the buoys and posed for some pictures.  The 
guide gave us some valuable information 
regarding the habits of the whales and 
that their tail fins are like fingerprints, 
that each one is unique.  They are able 
to track the whales that return each year 
to the area comparing guest photos with 
their photo records. All of this with a 
breathtaking background of pristine blue 

29405 E. County Hwy 27, 
Glasford, IL 61533 - $300,000

You’ll love this charming, 1.5 story home w/ spectacular panoramic 
views of 10 acres! This 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2-c garage boasts many 
updates: granite counter tops (‘16), new AC (‘14), hickory cabinets 
(‘08), new appliances (‘15) and city water with 2 wells on the 
property. Enjoy the sunken LR w/ fireplace on those cold winter 
days. Property offers 30x30 outbuilding, walkout bsmt, lg private 
bkyd, plus a great deck w/ easy access to the patio. Don’t miss the 
chance to wake up to awe-inspiring sunrises and drift off to sleep 
each night w/ tranquil sounds of nature.

1725 Coyote Crossing, 
Washington, IL 61571- $479,000

Custom built home on 3 acres is located at the end of a cul de 
sac combines the peacefulness of country living w/a touch of 
neighborhood! Stunning masonry on exterior & interior w/incredible 
stonework fp. Beautiful hrdwd leads to stylish kitchen that will WOW! 
Walk out to screened-in deck surrounding you with the essence of 
country. Mudrm/lockers & laundry conveniently located off garage. Lg 
master suite has generous walk-in closet w/high-end organizers & dbl 
sinks in BA. Unfin bsmt including storm shelter is framed, insulated & 
roughed to finish. Geothermal 2x6 exterior walls. D52 schools.

0 W. Cruger Rd, 
Washington, IL 61571- $720,000

27.15 acres - perfect site for subdivision development - 
utilities at lot line; mostly tillable, gently rolling farm ground; 

Triangular in shape

RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
803 W. Pioneer Parkway, Peoria, IL 61615

Office: 309-657-6787 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com
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Michelle Largent
ABR, CDPE, CLHMS, CNHS,
CRS, GRI, MCNE, SRES, SRS, 

Broker Associate

(309) 687-4862
MichelleLargent.com

Find your perfect space.

Each office independently owned and operated.

945 CR 1600N, Metamora
Unique 3 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom log home on a private 5 acre setting
with approx. 400 apple trees. Fireplaced great room with wood plank
floor & soaring ceiling. Fully applianced kitchen with island 
breakfast bar open to great room. Main floor master suite, laundry 
& home office. Gorgeous open staircase leads to a loft with half 
bathroom. 2 stall garage plus 30x63 outbuilding with overhead door &
concrete floor. Relax in the gazebo, on the patio or on your own dock
on the shared pond.  This home has too many amenities to list!

$460,000

ORCHARD & OUTBUILDING

154 Northpoint Drive, East Peoria
Priced $100k below appraisal!! Incredible 4BR/3.5BA home on 6+
wooded acres with river view. Great floorplan for entertaining with 
fireplaced great room & gorgeous cherry hardwood floors. Huge kitchen
features maple cabinetry, appliances, island breakfast bar & super pantry.
Main floor master suite offers romantic fireplace, spacious walk-in closet &
private bathroom with deep soaking tub. Lower level rec room plus a
partially finished fireplaced family room. 3 stall attached garage plus a 2
stall detached garage with workshop. 

$429,900

PRICED BELOW APPRAISAL

12008 N. Riverview Road, Chillicothe
Fun getaway home or enjoy year round! Newer 2BR/2BA riverfront home
on 1.4 acre lot offering stunning views. Open floorplan and large deck are
great for entertaining! Living room features cathedral ceiling & French
doors to deck. Vaulted kitchen includes granite countertops, appliances,
skylight & sunny dinette. Master suite has adjoining private bathroom
plus a slider to deck. Bedroom #2 offers access to loft. Den could easily
be used for 3rd bedroom. 2 stall tandem garage. 100% Rural
Development financing available.

$129,900

RIVERFRONT

Grebner Road, Metamora
Your own piece of paradise and breathtaking views on this 24.396 acre
parcel with woods on 2 sides. Great potential for a lake site. Parcel can
not be divided so take advantage of the privacy!

$229,900

NEW PRICE
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water and snow capped mountains.  The 
beautiful sunshine sparkled off the water 
and the pine trees scrubbed the fresh air. 
So the excursion definitely qualified as 
worthwhile adventure.
 Our next stop was Skagway, where 
we boarded a train for a round trip on the 
White Pass and Yukon Route.  Once again 
we had a very informative guide that 
explained the history of the Klondike gold 
rush in 1896 which led to the dangerous 
railroad construction to allow better access 
to the gold fields.  The narrow gage rail 
construction on the sides of the mountain 
began in 1898 and was completed in 1900. 
According to their brochure “The $10 
million project was the product of British 
financing, American engineering and 
Canadian contracting.  Tens of thousands 
of men and 450 tons of explosives 
overcame harsh and challenging climate 
and geography 
to create this 
wonder of steel 
and timber.”   On 
the way back, a 
brown bear was 
spotted along the 
side the tracks to 
greet us as we 

passed.  Once again, the scenery was 
breathtaking and the air so fresh.  This 
excursion also definitely qualified as 
another outstanding adventure.
 The next day was spent on board the 
ship cruising Glacier Bay National Park, 
guided by National Park Rangers.  Only 
two ships a day are allowed in the bay 
to preserve the park.  The rangers help 
navigate the icy water with ice chunks 
floating everywhere.  The magical John 
Hopkins and Margerie Glaciers were 
awesome sights with the ship pausing 
so we could see some small “calving” or 
small chunks falling off into the waters.  I 
had an education of what exactly glaciers 
are and how they are formed, not anything 
like I had imagined!  They are blue ice 
from years of snow compression in the 
crevasses between the mountains and 

the ice is so heavy that it crushes and 
grinds the rocks and earth below into 
fine silt.  These are fairly fast moving at 
5 feet a week. When we left the park 
we saw Marble Island, a gathering place 
for sea lions.  The next day we visited 
College Fjord and enjoyed more beautiful 
smaller glaciers, however they were not 
as majestic as Margerie.  Again, pictures 
cannot capture the majestic beauty from 
God’s hand and another portion of our 
excellent adventure!

 We arrived at Whittier and were 
transported to Anchorage by bus.  The odd 
thing about Whittier is that although it is a 
large ship port, there is only one road into 
and out of town and it has a long tunnel 
created for a railway, but then dually used 
as a one lane road.  Because of that, traffic 
goes one way at the top of the hour and 
the other at the bottom of the hour and all 
traffic ceases for the train.  Plus fans vent 
the tunnel between the traffic changes.  It is 
a necessary but unusual arrangement.  All 
traffic ceases at 11 pm, so if you have not 

made it out, you pay excessive hotel fees 
for the night!  We enjoyed the trip with a 
very informative bus driver who pointed out 
all the interesting points along the way and 
we sat with wonder at the beauty before 
us. South Central Alaska has one main 
road, a two sometimes three lanes Route 1, 
winding around and hugging the mountain 
on one side with the Cook Inlet on the other.  
The tide changes every 6 hours and has the 
most dramatic shifts as anywhere on earth, 
28 to 32 feet, so at one time water high on 
the side of the road, the next 50 feet away 
with mud flats.
 I was surprised at the size of Anchorage, 
population 298,000 people and all the 
conveniences of a large town, including 
4 Wal-Mart stores and 3 Fred Meyer 
stores.  Several new locations of franchise 
restaurants have recently opened, so a wide 
variety of restaurants and lodging is also 
offered.  The airport is not so large as to be 
inconvenient.  The residents are very friendly 
since tourism is a main industry.  The short 
summer hosts a huge influx of visitors and 
the one lane Route 1 is packed with rented 
cars, trucks and rvs.  
 Rather than visit the tourist packed 
Denali and Mt. McKinley, we chose to 
rent a car from ABC Rentals.  They were 

STEVE GORDON FARMS
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Great Plot Equipment for the Deer Hunters

International 400 
8 Row Planter- $1,250

International 
706- $7,500

International 3088 
Tractor- $15,000

6 Row Ground Driven 2100 
Kinze Planter- $4,500

1421 A COUNTY RD 2500N • RANTOUL, IL 61866
217-892-8380 • GFARMSSEED@AOL.COM
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Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

VERY LARGE 4 DAY PERSONAL PROPERTY 
AUCTION OF ROBERT “BOB” KORANDO

OCTOBER 5th, 6th, 12th AND 13th AT 9:00AM
AUCTION LOCATION- 13344 HIGHWAY 4, AVA, IL

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

LUNCH STAND AND PORTA POTTY SUPPLIED ALL FOUR DAYS • CASH, CREDIT CARD (3% CHARGE) AND CHECKS ACCEPTED WITH PROPER ID

kind enough to pick us up at the airport 
and provide a car for the week on the 
Kenai Peninsula.  We spent the first day 
in Anchorage, visited the craft market 
where we purchased some Alaskan made 
jade jewelry for a keepsake.    We ate a 
Humpy’s, a great bar and grill for grilled 
halibut burgers which were delicious! 
Across the street the Museum of Arts 
Theater offered a great film at the top of 
each hour on the Aurora Borealis Northern 
Lights, which was well worth the time 
and price.   The Crown Plaza provided an 
excellent experience for our first night on 
the mainland of Alaska including a hearty 
breakfast in the Juno restaurant. We had 
booked a few days at Soldotna on the 
west side of the Kenai Peninsula.  The trip 
across the peninsula was beauty around 
every twist and turn with snow capped 
mountains on all sides.  The clouds would 
at times hide the peaks, then, at distance 
the sun would break through and glisten off 
the peaks. Melting snow trickled down the 
sides forming miniature waterfalls along 
the roads that were carved out of the side 
of the mountain. The two lane road was a 
challenge, but Larry was gracious enough 
to do most of the driving so I could soak 

in all the majesty. God’s handiwork was 
everywhere.  The road finally straightened 
out to a flatter forest and marshy area 
before reaching the Cook Inlet again.  
Soldotna has a population of 4,600 so 
had a more home town feeling, but still 
had the conveniences.  We stayed outside 
of town a few miles at Salmon Catcher 
Lodge.  Larry had stayed there in 2010 and 
was acquainted with owner Terry Johnson.  
Terry is a retired UPS pilot who along with 
his wife from the Philippines, have built 
and expanded a lodge tucked in the pines, 
that offers a peaceful setting along with as 
much activity as you want to book.  Terry’s 
numerous contacts can give you as many 
fishing excursions as you choose along 
with any other adventure you imagine. 
The log cabins are well appointed with 
the rustic décor and can accommodate a 
couple or numerous guests.  They arrange 
your excursions, 
cut up and vacuum 
pack your fish, then 
freeze them until 
you are ready to 
depart. 
 We chose 
two fishing 
expeditions, one 
for halibut and 

one for sock eye salmon.  The halibut 
trip was first, with a 5 am departure (on 
our honeymoon??) since we had to drive 
45 minutes south to reach our boat. The 
moose must like early morning as we saw 
two right along the road.  There is a sign 
that indicates 192 moose were killed on 
the roads in the last year, so much the 
hazard like deer are in Illinois, but likely to 
do much more damage.  Ninilchik Charters 
provided our guides Chris and his assistant 
to take us and a family of 4 out 11 miles 
in a small fishing boat  on extremely rough 
seas to a spot he had confidence would 
have halibut. 

 We had to hang on every second or 
risk pitching out of the boat. However, his 
hunch was correct we had not been there 
5 minutes until we had our first bite. The 
first catch was battled and was an 80 lb 
beauty, the largest of the day.  Ideal fish 
are from 30 to 40 lbs and the limit that day 
was one large halibut and one under 28” 

each, so if you caught two large, you had 
to release it.  We used chopped up herring 
for bait and fished about 150’ to 200’ deep 
on the bottom. Once the hook was set, it 
seemed you had to reel the line in forever 
before we could land the fish.  We did not 
have to jig our bait since the water was 
so rough, that it jigged for us!  Halibut are 
strange looking flat fish with a pure white 
one side and muckledy brown second 
side.  Since they lay on the white side on 
the bottom, both of their eyes gravitate to 
the brown side. Weird but delicious! 

Honeymoon . . . continued

FRIDAY OCTOBER 5TH
Fishing Rods, Fishing Lures, Fishing Reels, Trolling Motors, 12’ Jon Boat, 

Miscellaneous Fishing Items, Tackle Boxes, Blue Jars, Knives, Duck Calls
SATURDAY OCTOBER 6TH
Liberty Gun Safe (very nice)

Guns: Marlin 22 D.U. Micro Groove Barrel/Tasco Scope,
Remington 870 Express 12ga. Pump/Scope & Hastings Barrel 3 inch. Original barrel/

vent rib, Winchester 1892 Octagon Barrel, Lever Action, 38W.C.F,
Mossberg 22 Auto Rifle, (2) 32 Smith & Wesson Revolvers,

Other Revolvers
Lehde Auction Service has obtained there FFL License 

and will be handling firearm transfers
Ammunition, Decoys (many makers), Duck Call (over 17 different call makers), Hunting 
Clothes, Hunting Pictures, Show Cases, Fishing Lures, Blue Jars, Brass Kettles, Knives

FRIDAY OCTOBER 12TH 
Hand Tools, Power Tools, Diesel John Deere 855/Mower/1416 Hrs., 6ft. King 

Kut Blade, 5ft Wheel Horse Sickle Mower, 3 pt. Carrier, Air Compressors, Crocks, 
Blue Jars, Fishing Lures, Brass Kettles, 6ft Land Pride Tiller (like new)

SATURDAY OCTOBER 13TH
REAL ESTATE WILL SELL AT 12:00PM

By Steve McGriff IL License #440-000619
Directions: Bob Korado Lives on top of Campbell Hill Grade 
by  water tower on Rt. 4 between Ava and Cambell Hill, IL

This will be four days of outstanding items each day. Bob was an avid collector and 
serious hunter and fisherman. We will be selling two rings parts of each day. We will 
sell things that are listed on the days designated, but please bare with us because of 
the large selection of items. We have taken many pictures so please check them out 

on McGriff’s Auction and Lehde Auction Websites and Auction Zip. We can’t list every 
item so the listing is light but check the websites for full views.

McGriff Auction Service • Ava, IL • 618-534-7573 • License #440-000619 Lehde Auction Service • Addieville, IL • 618-559-5082 • License # 441-00704
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JACK & LIDIA’S RESORT, INC.

847.356.1389

ON DEEP LAKE • CALL FOR DEEP LAKE FISHING REPORT
“ON THE WATER” 
RESORT FEATURING:
• Boat Rental
• Cottages • Fishing
• Picnic Area
• Full Service Bar
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

38610 N. Edgewood
Lake Villa, IL 60046

 We were so fortunate that everyone 
caught their limit and we were headed 
back in about 2 hours, thankfully, since 
the seas were still white capped. At dock 
we got our trophy pictures and the guide 
cleaned and filleted the fish for us, 60% of 
the fish are useable.
 Since the Kenai River was murky 
with the excessive rains and the sock eye 
salmon were not running well yet, Terry 
then arranged a High Adventure Air fishing 
trip for us the next day. Thankfully we did 
not have to be there until 1 pm, so did not 
have an early morning call!  The trip was 
the highlight of our second week, all the 
beauty of Alaska in one day!  We went 
only a few miles to Sterling  on a lake to 
the office of High Adventure Air Charter, a 
family  business owned by Greg and Mark 
Bell. We had the best guide ever, Drew, a 
young man from Alaska, recently out of the 
military, attending college in Anchorage 
and working for the Charter during the 
summer.  He said who wouldn’t love a job 
that you get to fish every day and soak in 
the beauty, plus work for a great family?  
He was so kind and patient with us!  He 
is working on his flight license but has not 
gotten them yet, so our Pilot Randy flew 
the 1957 one prop sea plane from the lake 

across the inlet to a surprise.  

 Much to our delight, the weather 
was good enough that we could fly 
over a glacier really low and see all the 
fissures and blue ice and snow….it was 
awesome!  
 T h e n 
we headed 
to Crescent 
Lake for our 
p e r s o n a l 
fishing trip 
just Drew 
the guide, 
Larry and 
me in a 
small flat 
bottom john boat.  The weather was chilly 
and it sprinkled rain occasionally.   We 
had our raingear, rubber boots and funny 

floppy hats on so were set for the 7 hours 
of fishing.  A couple of bald eagles flew 
over, landed in trees by us and started 
squawking..I didn’t know they were so 
loud…Sounded like they were laughing at 
us!  I had never fished for sockeye salmon 
and was surprised that you use no bait, 
just a hook and weight.  Also I am a catfish 
bait casting rod person and these were 
open faced heavy duty rods, so it was a 
real learning experience.  Bait casting rods 
you reel with your right hand but open face 
you reel with your left. Drew was a good 
teacher and we soon caught on.  He took 
us to a fish laden area and the fish were 
flopping all around our boat.  You just cast 
out, then jerk with all your might, then 
reel, and jerk again if you did not snag one 
the first time.  When you finally do snag 
one, they put up a great fight, then reeling 
left handed makes it even more fun. The 
fish were adolescents and recently within 
a day or two from the salt water ocean.  
The meat is best then before they mature 
with hormones and head up the stream 
to spawn.  Each fish was around 15 lbs, 
so large enough to bend your pole pretty 
well!  Of course since you hook them 
wherever, some get off before you can get 
them to the boat.  We were allowed three 

fish each, so with the numerous times we 
had to cast it was a pretty good workout 
for us.  We did catch our limit with lots of 
time to spare, so Drew took us to a stream 
that emptied into the lake that bears visit 
regularly for salmon dinners.  We sat there 
and listened to the peaceful water falling 
over the rocks and soaked up the beauty 
with a baby eagle watching over us at 
that site.  Sure enough when we about 
to leave, a large brown bear came out of 
the woods and walked across the stream, 
about 15 feet from us. 

 Finding no fish lunch, he lumbered to 
the other side and back up the mountain. 
What a unique experience!  Then Drew 
took us to a roaring beautiful waterfall 
cascading down the mountain side into 
the lake, too steep for fish to jump up.  We 
took picture of us holding the fish in front 
of the waterfall.  What a great memory!  

34998 Route 9, Mackinaw 
$599,000

MLS #: 1191958

201 Wildwood, Groveland 
$150,000

MLS #: 1190980

111 S. Morgan, 
Mason City, IL 62264 - $89,900

MLS# 1195800

201 Ripper St., Pekin, IL 
61554- $99,900
MLS# 1194097

2023 Windsor Lake Road, 
Victoria, IL 61485 - $90,000

MLS#1196064

100 Madison, 
Mackinaw, IL 61755 - $65,000

MLS# 7033203

1311 Arthur St., 
Pekin, IL 61554- $99,900

MLS# 1197102

516 S. Nelson, 
Morton, IL 61550- $148,500

MLS# 1196547

13948 S. 14th St., 
Pekin, IL 61554- $149,000

MLS# 1196872

303 S. East, Danvers
$210,000

MLS #: 1192288

Gaye Lynn Green
MANAGING BROKER/REALTOR®

(309) 657-1774
gayelynngreen@hotmail.com

NEW PRICE! NEW PRICE!

922 S Park St. • Hardin, IL 62047

 618-576-9466 • FAX: 618-576-9472
www.quillersoutboard.com



Our guide then beached our boat on a 
shallow island in the water and cleaned 
and filleted our fish, to the chorus of a host 
of gulls that gathered for a free lunch.  It 
was hilarious to see them fight over the 
morsels.  A little later, our pilot flew in to 
pick us up.  We flew over the area around 
the lake and spotted a mother bear with 3 
cubs and a group moose, so he flew back 
around them so we could have a closer 
look!  What a great experience, off the 
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Honeymoon . . . continued beaten path away from the tourist crowd 
and so close to nature and peaceful.  
We decided we would definitely do that 
excursion again!
 We took our catch back to Salmon 
Catcher later that evening and Mrs. 
Johnson and her sister graciously came 
and packed them for us as we visited 
with them.  One of the harder things to 
adjust to in Alaska in June is that they are 
3 hours behind Central time, and the sun 
sets at 11:30 pm, rises at 4:30 am and is 
never really dark, so your internal clock is 
really confused!
 The next two days we visited Homer, 
which is the Halibut capital of the world and 
caters to the tourists with several  souvenir 
shops and charter trips.  There was lots of 
traffic with all the tourist RVs.  We also 
went around the peninsula to Seward, the 
“Gateway to Alaska”.  We stayed at the 
Historic Hotel Seward, which is another way 
of saying old with no elevator. Some of the 
rooms had to share bathrooms, luckily ours 
did not, but the doors were thin wooden 
with no deadbolts.  Someone tried to get 
in our room in the middle of the night, so 
Larry slept with his knife in his hand.  Rustic 
is a  generous description but it was clean.  
The town has an excellent Alaskan Sea Life 

center with great exhibits and information on 
all the sea life.  They monitor and research 
and have been featured on the Discovery 
Channel.  We especially appreciated the 
underwater view of the harbor seals and 
the sea lions which were quite entertaining!  
The Exit Glacier was near Seward and worth 
the drive to see.  The park had an exhibit with 
lots of information about all the glaciers in 
the Harding Ice Field, most you can only see 
by boat. Exit Glacier you can see from the 
road, and you can hike back to it on a path. 
 However, we chose not to when 
reading the instructions about when you 
encounter a bear.  “If it is a black bear, 
make noise and try to scare it away, when 
it is a brown or grizzly bear 
try to avoid or go around, 
but if no choice, play dead.  
If the bear tries to eat 
you then you fight back”.  
We decided to enjoy the 
glacier from a distance!
 We drove 2 and a 
half hours back to Salmon 
Catcher Lodge to pick up 
our fish, then 2 and a half 
hours back to Anchorage to 
return the car to ABC and 
have them deliver us, our 

luggage and our fish to the airport.  Most 
flights back to the mainland are red eye 
flights.  We left at 9:45 pm, flew over five 
hours and reached Minneapolis at 6 am 
(with the time difference), barely in time 
to catch our connecting flight to St. Louis 
to arrive at 8:30 am. Luckily the luggage 
and fish all survived the trip intact and on 
time.
 It was the perfect ending to a 
wonderful honeymoon adventure!  We 
vow to go back to Salmon Catcher Lodge 
for another fishing adventure.  Terry 
Johnson advertises in the Adventure 
Sports Outdoors magazine and we 
definitely recommend his services!

Tonya Crawford
R&R Realty

1RandRrealty@gmail.com
309-696-7628

4006 N. Becker Bartonville, IL 
61607- Rent $3,400 per month
Great office space and shop location, 
near Bartonville, Peoria, Pekin Area, 
3 large office spaces with large 
conference room, break room and 
restroom, also attached shop of 
2,940 square feet. Make this your 
new business location!!

21904 E. Rt. 24, 
Lewistown, IL 61542- $59,900
Apartment Building overlooking 
river valley. Newer roof, 2 bedroom 
unit is all newer, updated bath 
and kitchen with updated floors, 
tenants pay gas, electric and water. 
Sq foot is approximate and not 
guaranteed. Broker owned

HUNTING & FISHING CABINS
www.kinkaidlakecabins.com

100 ft from Shawnee National Forest and 
1 Mile from Kinkaid Lake!

$100 per night with a two night minimum  • Advance Reservation Required

PAUL ICE SERVICES • 618.687.4621
77 Cook Drive • Murphysboro, IL 62966

MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
  Guides & Outfitters 618/728-4328

Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71

Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign, 
turn south, follow signs

HUNT QUAIL ,  PHEASANT, 
CHUKAR,  DOVE & TURKEY!

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com



YOUR HOMETOWN ALLSTATE TEAM

309-444-9700
1293 Peoria Street
Washington, IL 61574
Website: agents.allstate.com/jami-renfrow-washington-il
Call me for the protection you need and the service you want.
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704 Main St. • Macon, MO
660-385-2516

www.LolliBros.com

ALTERNATIVE 
LIVESTOCK & 

TAXIDERMY 
AUCTION

SEPTEMBER 26-27-28
LARGEST SALE OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD!

2 HUGE SALE RINGS!

Wed. 26th  9am: Taxidermy Blow Out Sale- selling
 taxidermy & Misc
  9am: Nursery Auction- selling all
 nursery animals and pet shop birds
  Followed by Ratite & Swap Auction-
 selling all remaining animals in the swap.

Thurs. 27th 9am: Taxidermy Auction (lower trophy 
  room) - selling several groups of quality 

taxidermy, bronzes & more from estates, 
collections & individuals

                 9am: Auction-Bison, Exotic Cattle
 followed by Llama & Alpacas 

Fri. 28th    9am Auction All Hoofstock- Elk & other 
deer followed by the Camel & Zebra 
Auction, Donkeys, African Hoofstock. 
Immediately followed by Sheep & Goats 
& Mini Horses

ARKANSAS WANTS TO 
LIMIT NON-RESIDENT 
WATERFOWL HUNTERS
By Alan Clemons
THE ARKANSAS GAME AND FISH 
COMMISSION IS PROPOSING TO LIMIT 
NON-RESIDENT WATERFOWL HUNTERS 
ON PUBLIC LANDS EXCEPT DURING 
SPECIFIC BLOCKS OF THE SEASON.
 Arkansas has been a waterfowl 
destination for almost 100 years, ever 
since farmers noticed the first flooded 
greentree reservoir attracted and held 
scads of migrating ducks in winter.
 Hunters have flocked to Arkansas 
each autumn and winter from around 
the world. Wealthy landowners created 
sportsmen’s getaways akin to private 
country clubs. Joe Lunchbucket hunters 
leased rice fields or headed to public 
hunting lands. The state has been 
instrumental in development of numerous 
hunting accessories, from shotguns and 
ammunition to apparel, decoys and more.
Over time, the public land hunting became 
pretty doggone tough and cutthroat. Tales 
of waiting hours at boat ramps to launch, 
racing through the woods to spots before 
daylight, even fights and more weren’t 
uncommon. And everyone knew “the 
feds” would bust you for game violations 
without a second thought for leniency.
 Through all these years the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission has tried to 
find a balance with the pressure, hunters’ 
complaints and desires, and what’s best 
for the waterfowl. Their latest move 
involves limiting non-resident hunters 
access to public lands during specific 
blocks of the season.
 Here’s the press release from the 
AGFC about the proposal:
 LITTLE ROCK – Commissioners with 
the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
proposed an amendment to waterfowl 
hunting regulations at its meeting last 
Thursday to specify when non-residents can 
hunt waterfowl on wildlife management 
areas to specific blocks of dates.
 If passed, the proposal would let non-
residents hunt waterfowl on WMAs:
• Nov. 17-25, 2018;
• Dec. 26, 2018-Jan. 6, 2019, and
• Jan. 19-27, 2019.
 Nonresidents still would be required 

to purchase a 5-day non-resident 
waterfowl permit, but they would be able 
to purchase as many permits as they wish 
to ensure they were able to hunt 30 days 
during Arkansas’s waterfowl season.
Commissioner Andrew Parker of Little 
Rock voiced the proposal.
 “Since the last duck season, members 
of this body have repeatedly heard from 
Arkansas sportsmen and women that it 
was a step in the right direction but the 
pressures from overcrowding on those 
WMAs still exist, especially on our most 
popular WMAs,” Parker said.
 “The point of doing this is an effort 
to try and look for any possible way to 

avoid having to go to some kind of a draw 
system, which is something we don’t 
want to do.”
 Commissioners proposed the 
amendment at the August meeting to 
allow time for public comment and 
consideration before a final vote in time 
to make any needed changes to the 2019 

Arkansas Waterfowl Guidebook, 
scheduled to be published in mid-October.
The Commission will take public 
comments through an online survey 
before voting at the Sept. 20 Commission 
meeting in Fort Smith.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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Melvin & Annie Otto 
1749 State Hwy 133 • Arthur, IL 61911

Otto’s Canvas: 217-543-3007 
Conklin: 217-543-5197

www.Conklin.com

Morman Brownies
2 C. Finely shredded zucchini

    21/4 C. Flour
    1 1/4 C. Sugar

    1 Tsp. Salt
    1 1/2 Tsp. Soda

    2   Eggs
    ½ C. Cocoa

    ½ C. Oil
    2 Tsp. Vanilla

    ½ C. Chopped Nuts (Optional)
    2 Tsp. cold Coffee

Beat together. Batter should be stiff 
(You may need to add a little more 

flour) Bake in 11X15 cookie or jelly roll 
pan 350*  18-20 minutes

Icing
    2 C. Powdered sugar

    ¼ C. Cocoa
    1 Tsp. Butter
    1 Tsp. Vanilla  

Enough coffee or milk for nice 
spreading consistency 

ANNIE’S CONKLIN CORNER
 Summer is in full swing, but August 
this year has been kind to us. Warm days 
cool nights and rain off and on. Around the 
Arthur area crops are looking great. My 
tomato plants in the garden are over seven 
feet tall, with huge tomato’s. I think plenty 
of mulch and fertilizer are doing the trick.
 Our family traveled to Gravel Switch 
Kentucky for my sister’s funeral this 
summer. It is sad to see family going down 
the valley, but funerals are also a good 
place to see family again. Some of which 
you have not seen in years. My sister lasted 
two weeks after her stroke. 
 We are quite busy in the shop. We 
have several tops and enclosures on house 
boats at the lake. Covers and tops are also 
plentiful here in the shop. Window roller 
shades are popular this year. The Roll-ease 
are so nice on your windows because they 
are easy to operate and when you need 
shade just pull it down. Everyone has a 
window that needs one!

On the Conklin Side
 I’d like to talk about the Convoy 
Parasynthetic Motor Oil. It begins with 
a higher quality base oil. These oils are 

combined with an additive package, which 
includes the most up to date, advanced, 
detergents to keep Motors running cleaner 
and longer. Also fortified with the best 
friction reducing additives available, 
including Molybdenum, which is missing in 
most oils. Extend your oil change, increase 
fuel efficiency, and keep your engines clean. 
Conklin has a High- performance synthetic 
racing Motor Oil which lowers operating 
temperatures. Don’t forget you get better 
mileage. But the real value is how long you 
can run your vehicles without having to do 
major repairs.    Go to WWW.Conklin.Com 
and go to Vehicle Products   Call me At 217-
543-5197 or Otto’s Canvas 217-543-3007

Congrats to Mitchell McPherson 
on a great walleye fishing trip with 

Dad, Darwin and brother, Matt 
McPherson, to Flin Flon 

Manitoba Canada in Lakes 
Amisk and Beaver. Mitchell & 

Matt are Diane’s (Peoria) sons & 
grandsons to her parents, ASO 
good friends Gerald & Jeannie 

Sampen, longtime Outdoor 
Connection Agent formerly of 

Emden, now retired.

18225 Wilkinson Rd., 
Deer Creek, IL - $469,900

Enjoy the peace and privacy of country living on 6.48 acres with a pasture, 
lake access and a multitude of beautiful trees.5-panel solid oak doors thruout. 

5 BRs, 3 Full baths. Main bath has marble flooring and shower. LL Bath has 
ceramic flooring and granite counter. Eat-in Kitchen and Formal Dining Room 

overlook serene back yard. Hardwood floors on main level. Large open 
L-shaped family room. Abundance of closets throughout. Easy access to Peoria, 
Bloomington or Morton. All kitchen appliances remain, but are not warranted. 

Small barn and fenced horse pasture! Appreciate every detail.

Nancy Koch
Coldwell Banker 

The Real Estate Group
101 W. Jefferson St.,

Morton, IL 61550
309-263-7400 • 309-696-8198
nkoch@colwellhomes.com

10 KENT, MACKINAW, IL 61755
$249,900

Solid logo home with cathedral ceilings on double wooded lot in 
private cul de sac location. Large room sizes throughout makes 
home feel larger than it is. Lots of outdoor living space to enjoy 

perfect setting, wildlife and flowers. Full walkout basement could 
easily be finished for more rooms or continue to use as a workshop. 

Cathedral ceilings, whirlpool tub, eat-in kitchen, heated garage, 
covered porch. Heritage Lake boasts beautiful 80+- acres private 

stocked lake, beach, sand volleyball courts, pool access.

CONTACT TIM WEIR
Henderson-Weir Agency, Inc.

timrweir@yahoo.com
309.359.3741

See more at: www.hendersonweir.com
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ON TARGET
 People ask, “What is the difference 
between shooting targets and plinking?”  
The simplest answer is – target shooting is 
paper and plinking is tin cans.  However, I am 
about to expand this slightly to the different 
types of targets in paper and plinking.
 Paper targets are basically two 
types – straight paper and shoot-and-see.  
Straight paper is self explanatory, but the 
shoot-and-see can be found in different 
colors, and makes it much easier to see 
your hits at longer distances.
 The shoot-and-see is pretty much a 
basic bullseye style target that is black 
with a red bullseye.  When shot it will 
show a white, yellow or orange mark.  
However, these are much more expensive 
than a simple “print for free” paper target.  
I keep these for special shooting, such as 
sighting in, or when shooting some of the 
Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ videos where I want the 
viewers to see the hits more clearly.
 Straight paper targets are broken 
down into categories.  There are sight-in 
for scopes/red dots (anything adjustable), 
pistol, rifle, and air gun directed at 
different distances (mainly 10 meters).
 Sight-in targets normally have 1-inch 
squares with a small bullseye in the center.  
The squares are so that wherever you hit 
with your shot you will know that is how 

far the adjustment needs to be made on 
the sight.  For example, if you fire 3 rounds 
and the point of impact is 2 squares down 
and 3 squares right, then you have to 
move your adjustments 2-inches upward 
and 3-inches left.  After that fire 3 more 
rounds and see where they impact.  If they 
miss the middle then adjust accordingly.  
Normally these fill an 8x11 inch piece of 
paper, and can be found for free.  Later in 
the article I’ll give some web addresses 
where various targets can be downloaded 
and printed for free.
 Pistol targets are normally about 8 to 
9 inches in diameter with a 4-inch bullseye 
and 2-inch center bullseye.  There are also 
some that are no more than a 2-inch black 
circle in the middle of an 8x11 inch piece 
of paper.  As with any target, these can be 
used for any type of firearm or air gun, but 
are normally targeted towards pistols for 
shorter range.
 Rifle targets are smaller in diameter, 
with a bullseye that is sometimes the size 
of a dime.  They also have smaller rings of a 
½-inch rather than an inch.  Being that they 
are smaller, there are sometimes more than 
one printed on a single sheet of paper.
 Air gun targets are a lot like those 
for rifles.  The center ring may be the size 
of a dime that has a dead center bullseye 

Do-All Outdoors Blast Back target system works by shooting the orange 
diamonds first, and then the black round target to reset all three to the upright 
position, which was done here for a Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ using 3 Henry firearms.

buyafarm.com
Wayne Keller, Managing Broker 

618-407-1679
Jamie Keller, Broker 618-713-7677

24+- Acres at Lake Perry, Perry County MO. Wooded Recreation Home Site

415+- Acres Pulaski County, IL, Cropland, Woods, Lakes, Whitetail

400+- Acres White County, IL, “Booner” Country! Genetics and Location!

Williamson Co., IL, 20 Acres., 240 Acres, 20 Acres- Pond, Strip Lakes, 
Cropland, Whitetail & Turkey

Marion Co IL- 243 acre grain farm /home / buildings
Bollinger Co. MO 1443 ac grasslands/ranch

Alexander Co. IL 200 Wooded Acres
Hardin Co. IL 129 Wooded Acres

Perry Co. IL 60 Acres on 1.3 Mile Strip Mine Lake
MANY MORE CALL 800-357-4020 FOR DETAILS
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kiesewetter online auctions

Kiesewetter Auction Services • 309-699-3800
for more detailed information see 

www.kiesewetterauction.com

Bidding Starts Thursday Sept. 6th from 9am – 5-pm
Real Estate- Online Auction 

of House at 136 Apple, Creve Coeur, IL 
1982 Corvette

Bidding Starts Friday Sept. 7th from 9am – 5pm
Real Estate Online Auction of East Peoria Building

Bidding Starts Sat. Sept. 8th from 9am – 5pm
Real Estate- House at 332 Carola, Creve Coeur, IL 

Bidding ends Monday Sept. 10th at 5pm
Real Estate On-Line Auction

Bidding Ends Tuesday Sept. 11th at 5:00pm
Real Estate 3.82 +- Acres Timbered Illinois Riverview

Bidding Ends Wednesday Sept. 12th at 5pm
Real Estate On-Line Auction 585 Roosevlet, 

Creve Coeur, IL
Bidding Ends Oct. 1st at 5pm

Real Estate 6 Acre Mobile Home Park
Bidding Ends Oct. 2nd at 5pm

Real Estate- 5.5 Acres East Peoria
Real Estate- 15.6 Acres & 25,000 sq. ft. Fabrication Shop

ON TARGET . . . CONTINUED
the size of a pellet.  Rings are also much 
narrower, and the overall diameter of 
the complete target varies by distance 
to be shot.  Generally the target for the 
10-meter distance is a six-inch diameter 
with several ¼-inch wide rings and the 
aforementioned bullseye.  These can be 
printed for free, or purchased on a heavier 
cardboard, such as sold by Gamo to be 
inserted into their pellet trap.
 Next are the different types of “plinking” 
targets, and there are a ton of them.  These 
are anything from the previously mentioned 
tin can to the manufactured self-healing; 
spinner; pop-back; Blast Back spring reset 
and steel.  Most of the manufactured 
products are directed to the “powder 
burning” end of things, but a few can work 
for air guns firing pellets.
 The “tin can” variety can be many 
things including plastic water bottles, 
water jugs, or whatever.  Just keep it safe, 
and not destructive.  One that I’ve found 
that can also have a bullseye drawn on it, 
and makes a noise when hit, is the larger 
cardboard inserts in commercial toilet 
paper.  You can also use the smaller rolls 
for more precise shooting.  These can 

safely be used for all air guns, including 
BBs, which you should never fire at a 
harder surface to avoid ricochets and 
bounce backs.  Another one for pellets 
that I like is empty Seafoam cans, where 
I use the red logo as the targeting area.  
These hold up to a lot of rounds, and have 
a good sound when hit, which helps when 
you are not quite sure if there was a hit.
 Self-healing targets are a type of 
plastic that when shot will seal behind 
the bullet after passing through.  There 
are several of these, but Do-All Outdoors, 
which has several models, produces some 
of the best I’ve found.  My favorites are 
the knockout discs, swinging bowling pin, 
9-inch gong and 9-inch stop sign.  The 
knockouts are a discs the size of a clay 
bird, which sets in a perch from which it 
is knocked off when shot.  While the self-
healing are made to cover a wide range of 
calibers I prefer 22.  Pellets will work, but 
I’ve found they will not always pass all the 
way through the plastic material.
 Spinners are normally round steel 
targets, one on top and one on the bottom, 
that when shot will spin around.  Unless 
they are very small these are not good for air 
guns.  There are also different sizes and steel 
thickness, so make sure you get the right one 

for the caliber that you will be shooting.
 Springs are used in two different 
types of targets – pop-back and Blast Back 
reset.  The pop-back is a single target of 
some shape on a spring, which bounces 
back after being shot.  Reset targets are 
anywhere from 3 to 5 targets all of which 
will lay down until the last (reset) is shot, 
at which time all will pop back up and be 
ready to shoot again.
 Steel targets are normally round and 
suspended with chains or ropes.  These 
do a lot of clanging, especially the larger 
gong style of 10 to 12 inches in diameter.  
One of the designs that I like, which is 
produced by Twisted River Targets in 
LeClaire, IA, is for more than just banging 
away at a piece of steel.  It is a 3/8-inch 
thick, 12-inch diameter target, with a 
steel flapper hanging on chains behind a 
hole in the middle, which is appropriately 
named “Bullseye AR500 Target.” This way 

it helps in practicing for accuracy, such 
as with paper, where you are aiming for 
the bullseye, but still giving it that all-
attractive “clang.”
 Since a different steel thickness is 
used for a variety of calibers I asked Tim 
Montag, owner of Twisted River Targets, 
what he would recommend for the various 
calibers.  His recommendation was a 
target at least a ¼-inch thick steel for 22lr 
or pellets, but NEVER for BBs as there 
will be ricochets and “bounce backs”. 
However the most popular is the 3/8-inch 
thick model. Going with this thickness will 
open up the variety of calibers you can 
shoot and last for a long time.
 Earlier I said that some websites would 
be provided where you can download paper 
targets to print.  These are available in 
PDF, so that they can be stored for future 
printing.  I also recommend that you use the 
draft setting on the printer since there is a 

A Twisted River Targets AR500 
Bullseye target is the perfect product 
for having the fun of shooting steel, 
while having the ability of honing 

“bullseye shooting” skills.

One of the author’s favorite 
paper target combinations is a 

Browning Buck Mark pistol, with 
matching reflex site, shooting at a 

MidwayUSA pistol target.

Call for all your 
Auction Needs

Specializing in Estate, 
Antique & 

Sportsman Auctions

17055 E. 1825th St.
Bushnell, IL 61422
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lot of ink on some of these, and it doesn’t 
make that much difference, especially 
when they will be shot up, and hopefully 
recycled.  Here are few of the addresses 
for websites that I use:  www.airgunarena.
com/index.php/Targets_You_Can_Make; 
www.midwayusa.com/free-targets; and 
www.luckygunner.com/free-targets.
 For more information on self-healing 
and spring targets go to www.do-
alloutdoors.com; and for steel targets, 
plus a thickness selection chart, check out 
www.twistedrivertargets.com.
 Some of these targets can also be 
seen on Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ videos, which 
are available at www.youtube.com/
dansfishntales.  A couple of the videos are in 

regards to shooting the Do-All Blast Back – 
one with a Browning 1911-22, and the other 
using three Henry firearms (Frontier Long 
Barrel with scope, Evil Roy and Mare’s Leg).
 Until next time, shoot safe and have a 
great day of plinking.

Cardboard toilet paper centers are 
perfect for plinking with a BB pistol, 
such as the Umarex Beretta replica.

Lucky Gunner’s free sight-in target was 
prefect to help place the Tasco scope on 

a Henry Evil Roy dead on target.

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
has amended changes in regulations 
regarding materials that can be used to 
construct waterfowl hunting blinds at 
public hunting sites that would begin with 
the 2019-2020 allocation period.  
 IDNR was proposing the restrictions 
in blind construction materials in an 
effort to reduce debris in waterways and 
adjacent property.  Some blind materials 
end up in water bodies or waterways 
each year when waterfowl blinds 
degrade or are destroyed by time, ice, 
floods, or other events.  Materials such as 
metal and plastic fencing, metal panels, 
roofing materials, and metal poles can 
litter waterways and create hazards for 
boaters, anglers, and other site users that 
can cause damage or injury. 
 The proposed amendment to the 
Duck, Goose and Coot Hunting regulations 
(17 Illinois Administrative Code 590) 

has been submitted to the Illinois 
General Assembly’s Joint Committee 
on Administrative Rules (JCAR) for 
consideration in hopes of implementing 
the changes beginning with blinds that 
are allocated for the 2019-2020 hunting 
seasons.
 IDNR first proposed changes to 
the regulations earlier this year.  After 
receiving public comments, IDNR 
identified revisions that are reflected in 
the proposal that has been submitted to 
JCAR. 
 For more details on the history of 
the change, the amended changes and 
text of the administrative rule, check 
the IDNR website at: https://www.dnr.
illinois.gov/adrules/documents/17-59-
FAQ-Second%20Notice%20Changes%20
in%20Red.pdf
 More information on the regulatory 
process can be found at: http://www.ilga.
gov/commission/jcar/default.htm. 

IDNR PROPOSING CHANGES IN RULES 
REGARDING CONSTRUCTION OF 
WATERFOWL BLINDS AT PUBLIC SITES
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 An angler has to do three things to 
catch fish – search, find and fish.  This is 
especially true for those that don’t have 
much time, or are on a new body of water.
 While it may sound like “search” 
and “find” are redundant they are not.  
Searching is finding active fish in areas 
that may be holding numbers of fish; 
finding is locating an area that has more 
than one fish after the initial search.
 There are certain lures that are used 
for each part of the equation, but at time 
one lure can be used in different ways to 
cover all three parts.  The following is a 
breakdown for each category with the 
types of lures and techniques that I use.

SEARCH
 Faster moving lures are the main 
source of searching.  Three main ones are 
a Blitz Blade, Rat-L-Trap and spinnerbait.  
These can be used at different depths and 
speeds, but not in all conditions.  Heavy 
weeds can be a problem for all three 
types, and heavy wood cover will cause 
problems with the Blade and Rat-L-Trap.
 In the problem areas I will swim a 
Blitz Finesse Jig so that the lighter weight 
lure can find its way easier through weeds 
and bounce over wood.  I may also switch 
to a heavier Blitz Spyder Jig.  Mainly I’ll 
use white or black/blue for swimming.  
 Another lure that I use in a swimming 

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff

217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

COLCHESTER TOWNSHIP, 
MCDONOUGH COUNTY, IL

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Wildlife not from 
this property.

Wildlife not from 
this property.

fashion is a Natural Forage Baits Jerkbait 
rigged on a Daiichi Bleeding Bait 
Copperhead or Butt Dragger hook.  This 
is pulled along in a constant speed, which 
makes the jerk bait sway slowly from side 
to side.  This is a slower way of searching, 
but not as slow as using the jerk bait in its 
normal retrieve.
 After more than one fish is hooked 
it is time to turn the attention to the next 
category.

FIND
 Finding the fish is a bit slower.  In fact 
the carry over of swimming a Blitz jig and 

Jerkbait is a big help.  Also, this is where 
I like using a slow rolled spinnerbait and 
Blakemore’s Casey’s Runner Head with a 
4-inch NFB Lil Killer or B-Fish-N Ribb Finn.  
The 4-inch size makes it possible to move 
the Casey’s Runner along faster than with 
the recommended Fluke Jr., but can still 
be fished on a slower presentation.  A 
NFB Swimbait works well teamed with 
a B-Fish-N H20 Precision jig head, and 
fished with a slow lift-and-fall or straight, 
constant swim retrieve.

After searching along a deep water 
weed line swimming the Blitz 

Finesse Jig with an Auger Frog trail 
helped catch several other fish.

An all around favorite of the author 
for searching, finding and fishing is 
swimming a white Blitz Finesse Jig 

with an Auger Frog.
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 Once a few more fish are located it 
starts forming a pattern to help locate 
fish in other parts of a body of water.  
For example, several fish caught along 
a riprap area will most likely carry over 
to other such spots, and in the same 
respect, heavy wood cover with or without 
current will be another pattern.  It is also 
important to take a look at depth, wind 
direction, current and temperature in 
these locations.

FISH
 After the location is found it is time 
to turn attention to serious fishing.  This 
means continuing with what has caught 
the fish in the previous steps, but also 
going to slower lures and presentations.
 A good example is fishing fast around 
the outer edges of a brush pile and picking 
up the active fish.  Inactive fish are located 
deeper in the pile, which requires slower 
and weedless lures.  For this I will flip/
pitch Texas rigged worms and tubes, using 
Xgap Xpoint hooks, and jigs with trailers 
– normally a Blitz jig with NFB Mad Craw, 
Power Chigger Craw or Mann’s Auger Frog.
 These same follow up lures will be 
cast along other areas such rocks and 
weedlines.

 In other words, you are slowing down to concentrate and 
truly cover (fish) an area completely before moving on.
 You will also want to remember an area that has been very 
good, even if it slows down, to make a possible return pass later 
in the day.
 Whether you use the lures that I use, or something similar 
that is your favorite to cover the fast, medium and slow 
techniques, this system can be “simply successful.”
 While the article was mainly targeting bass, there is nothing 
major in learning to be successful at any species of fishing if you 
remember the aforementioned basic steps – search, find and fish.
 If you have questions about this or another fishing subject, 
contact me through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® website at www.
dansfishntales.com, or Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
dansfishntales.
 Until next time, get 
out on the water, and 
enjoy a great day of 
fishing.

See our website 
for all the details 

to all of our 
upcoming auctions

www.schmidgallauctions.com
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The three stage system of fishing works for any species, 
especially when fishing for crappie along shores with 

multiple brush piles, and trying to locate the most productive.

Four of the author’s selection of lures for finding “simple 
success” are the Rat-L-Trap, Texas rigged Power Tube, 

Casey’s Runner and Blitz Blade.

Searching a weed 
line by swimming a 
green shad Natural 

Forage Baits 
Swimbait/B-Fish-N 

H20 Precision Jig 
Head with a constant 
retrieve helped locate 
this nice size bass, as 

well as several others.
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YOU HAVE YOUR TRAIL CAMERAS, 
BUT DO YOU HAVE A PLAN?
SUMMER IS A SLOWER SEASON FOR 
HUNTERS, WHICH MAKES IT A GREAT 
TIME TO SET UP A YEAR-ROUND TRAIL 
CAMERA PLAN FOR SCOUTING AND 
PREPPING FOR FALL.
 Some hunters stow their trail cameras 
in the garage once the deer seasons close 
and don’t get them back out again until 
a couple weeks before the next season. 
That can be a big mistake. When it comes 
to trail cameras and scouting, the key is to 
be intentional about moving trail cameras 
around throughout the year.
 Below, we list strategic camera 
placements by season.

JUNE TO EARLY AUGUST
 I always have cameras on water 
during the summer. Those out-of-the-
way ponds in the forest will get a lot 
of use and that’s the place to get a look 
at the bucks. Keep in mind these spots 
are potential hunting spots so don’t 

check the cameras too often. Too much 
intrusion can make the deer avoid these 
places or use extra caution around them 
come hunting season.
 In midsummer, deer are using 
predictable patterns going from bedding 
to feeding areas. Trails are beginning to 
develop and these trails offer excellent 
opportunities to get photos of deer and 
learn their movements and timing.

MID-AUGUST TO MID-SEPTEMBER
By the end of August, hunting season 
is getting close, and I start to transition 
some of the cameras to their feeding sites. 
I learn which fields they are feeding in, 
and placing cameras on the feeding areas 
themselves will help me pattern where 
they are moving and what times they are 
coming through. Food plots, alfalfa, corn 
and soybeans are prime areas for feeding 
this time of the year.

By Bernie Barringer

By late summer, cameras should be on food sources. Crops such as corn, soybeans 
and alfalfa are deer magnets at that time, and photos will be plentiful if the cameras 

are in the right places. Photo: Bernie Barringer

The deer feeding in alfalfa and soybeans 
are the most visible, but there might be a 
lot of deer also feeding on freshly fallen 
acorns, hazelnuts and other mast crops. 

Photo: ivandzyuba (iStock)
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 The bucks are in their bachelor 
groups and it’s a fun time to get lots of 
photos of them as their antlers become 
fully mature and shed their velvet the first 
week of September. Keep in mind that 
the food sources might not be the most 
obvious ones. The deer feeding in alfalfa 
and soybeans are the most visible, but 
there might be a lot of deer also feeding 
on freshly fallen acorns, hazelnuts and 
other mast crops.
 Be careful to observe which 
direction the deer are traveling any 
time you have cameras on trails. Look 
at the time on the photo and compare 
it to the direction of travel to determine 
where the deer are going to and coming 
from. Deer in the evening are normally 
leaving bedding areas and deer in the 
morning are approaching bedding areas. 
Knowing where these deer are spending 
the daylight hours will be important 
information later on, especially with 
regards to where the does tend to bed.
 Another important area for cameras 
at this time is a staging area near a food 
source. While does and fawns often pile 
into the fields well before dark, mature 
bucks will hang back inside the edge of 
the woods observing the behavior of the 
deer in the field, often moving into the 
open in the last half hour of daylight. 
These areas where they stage before 
entering the field will normally be marked 
by rubs and tracks.
 Extreme caution must be taken when 
checking the cameras at this time. I try 
to check them right before a rain, get in 
there and get back out with a minimum 
of noise and I avoid wind directions that 
might be blowing my scent toward the 
bedding areas. The information can be 
invaluable when hunting season opens in 
a few weeks and you do not want to blow 
it at this time.
LATE SEPTEMBER TO OCTOBER
 Hunting seasons are opening and 
now we are relying on the cameras for 
more specific, up-to-date information. 
We can be a little more aggressive as we 
check the cameras, still taking whatever 
caution is feasible.
 Through the second half of September 
and into the first half of October, the 
bachelor groups are breaking up and the 
cameras help you keep track of where the 
bucks are going. Trails associated with 
feeding patters seem to offer the best 
sites at this time, but by the second half 
of October, things will radically change.

 By the middle of October, scrapes 
and rubs are showing up throughout my 
hunting areas and I am moving cameras as 
I see the transition being made from food-
focused movements to breeding-focused 
movements. By the end of October, most 
all my cameras are on scrapes. I use 
scrape drippers to monitor the deer visits 
and inventory the bucks. There is no better 
way to get a picture of all the bucks in the 
area than by having a camera on a primary 
scrape the end of October.

NOVEMBER: THE FIRST TWO WEEKS
 The rut is going into full swing and I 
put my cameras on the does. To find the 
bucks you must find the does; you need 
to know where they are 
bedding, where they are 
feeding and how they are 
travelling between the two 
areas. I have my cameras in 
doe bedding areas and on 
trails between doe bedding 
areas and trails leading to 
food sources. By now you 
have learned where the does 
are bedding based on your 
earlier photos.
 The first two weeks of 
November is peak breeding 
time across most of the 
whitetail’s range in North 
America. The movements 
of bucks will seem totally 
random, and in a sense, they 
are, but they will be looking 
for does. Learn the areas the 
bucks like to chase does and 
get your cameras on them. 
Bucks tend to push does out 
of the bedding areas into 
open timber or surrounding 
fields. If you know where 
they prefer to spend the 
daylight hours, you have 
found an excellent place to 
concentrate your hunting 
efforts during the rut.

LATE NOVEMBER
 Once the actual 
breeding is beginning to 
wind down, bucks spend 
a lot more time on their 
feet, putting on the miles 
in search of remaining does 
that might not have been 
bred yet. Trails between 
known bedding areas are key 

locations to waylay a buck with a camera 
and with a treestand. At this time, I am 
very aggressive about checking cameras, 
often checking the cards every day. I carry 
a tablet with me in my backpack and often 
check a couple cameras in the afternoon, 
using the information they contain to help 
me decide which stand to use for the 
evening hunt.
 At this time, pinch points, sometimes 
referred to as funnels, are key locations 
to increase your odds of encountering 
a buck on the move. Scrapes have been 
all but ignored since early November, but 
they are getting a few hits again in the 
latter stages of the rut. I’ll have a couple 
cameras watching primary scrapes on the 

edges of fields near areas the does are 
frequently feeding.

DECEMBER
 If you still have a tag in your pocket, 
don’t despair. When the rut is over and 
the weather turns cold, bucks once again 
settle into predictable patterns. They need 
high-carbohydrate foods to replenish fat 
reserves lost during the past few weeks 
of chaos. Find the food and you will find 
the deer.
 Standing corn or soybeans provide 
them with efficient sources of protein 
and carbs. The deer tend to group up 
around the available food and their daily 
routine allows us to put cameras on the 



116 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” September 2018

trails leading to these food sources. If 
snow covers the ground, finding these 
trails can be embarrassingly easy. Angle 
your camera up or down the trail to make 
sure you get full shots of the deer. Make 
sure your cameras have good batteries in 
them, cold drains batteries.
 At this time of the year I often put 
cameras right on the edges of bedding 
areas. Days are short and I will need to 
hang a stand as close to the beds as I 
safely can in order to waylay a buck before 
dark. Keep in mind during December the 
deer will bed in different locations based 
on the weather. On sunny days, they tend 
to bed on the south slopes of hills with 
open timber so they can soak up the sun’s 
warming rays. If it’s cloudy, windy and 
nasty, they will spend their days in thick 
thermal cover in low areas that protect 
them from the wind.

JANUARY TO MARCH
 I offer supplemental feed in the winter 
to help get my deer through the tough 
times. It gets cold here in Minnesota, and 
deer have a tough time getting through 
the often deep snow and nights that can 
drop to -40 degrees during January and 
February.

 I mostly use corn, and of course I have 
cameras on each of my feeding stations. 
This allows me to monitor the state of the 
herd’s health, the shedding of antlers and 
any issues I might have with predators.
By keeping an eye on the deer at this 
time, I have a good idea when the bucks 
have shed their headgear, and I like to 
get out there and retrieve it before the 
squirrels start working on the calcium- 
and phosphorous-rich nutrients found in 
the sheds.
 Coyotes and wolves are a serious 
problem around here; these predators 
have no problem taking advantage of deer 
during their struggle to survive the harsh 
conditions. There’s nothing I can currently 
do about the wolves, but I do my share to 
reduce the fawn depredation by removing 
as many coyotes as I can by snaring and 
shooting them. When I get pictures of 
predators on my cameras, I move quickly 
and show no mercy.
 So if you are one of the hunters who 
have your cameras in the garage during 
part of the year, you are missing out on 
some excellent opportunities to know 
your deer better and learn more about 
their behavior. Be more intentional about 
moving your cameras to the right places at 

the right times, and you might be surprised 
how much it helps increase your odds of 
filling that buck tag in the fall.

LATE MARCH TO EARLY JUNE
 From spring into early summer, 
cameras placed at mineral sites will 
take photos of bucks as their antlers 
begin to grow. You will start to recognize 
characteristics of specific bucks which 
helps you learn which ones made it 
through the hunting seasons and the 
winter. You can watch the amazing antler 
growth that takes place at this time and 
start to get an idea of how much growth 
the bucks will be putting on during the 
upcoming three months.
 Does visit the mineral sites, and when 
their fawns are five to six weeks old, they 
will accompany the does. This gives you a 
chance to inventory the deer population as 
a whole.

Featured photo: Photo: Gaines 
Slade (Moultrie Products Facebook)
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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32059 N. ILLINOIS 97 HWY, FAIRVIEW, IL 61432- $425,000
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Tyler Steffa with a nice freshwater 
drum caught at Evergreen Lake.
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michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

MILE LOAD ROAD, LEWISTOWN, IL 61542 • $173,000
43.27 ACRES DEER HUNTING & FISHING ALONG THE SPOON RIVER.

CAMPING. 17 ACRES TILLABLE, NONE FLOODING. 
CRP PROGRAM PAYMENT OF $2,288 A  YEAR TILL 2022. 

A PERMANENT EASEMENT ON ACREAGE ON THE RIVER BOTTOM. 
CASH RENT INCOME $1,700. • OWNER WILL CASH RENT. 

A ROAD EASEMENT TO THE PROPERTY
THE TILLABLE ACREAGE & BOTTOM BLUFF DO NOT FLOOD.



WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS 
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .

Do you own timber around 
  creeks and/or rivers?
    If you do, then you most likely     
         have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:
•  Buyers of standing 

timber & cut logs.
•  Specializing in walnut 

& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.

SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH 
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & 
Custom Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
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The new Storm Cat is the big water boat everyone is talking about. The deep v pad hull runs smooth and fast, the spacious 23’ 
long by 102” beam and deep 28” sides, allow you to fish bigger, rougher water from this wide and stable platform. 

The .150 gauge aluminum construction means the Storm Cat can take the pounding of 
waves and heavy barge traffic.  

The big water boat everyone is talking about.

STORM CAT  230TM

THE BOAT TO OWN

www.excel-marine.com/stormcat | 801-352-8011

Wide, deep, tough and fast!

Available with a full height top and side/back enclosure.

Suzuki's powerful, quiet and fuel efficient 4-strokes 
give boaters the performance and reliability they 
demand.
www.suzukimarine.com


