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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

PREMIER BUILDERS OF PORTABLE BUILDINGS

618-927-0533 • sheds@kkportablebuildings.com
www.kkportablebuildings.com

1-800-786-7111

OFFICE & DISPLAY LOT OPEN AT:
310 N. MAIN ST., BENTON, IL 62812

FINANCING AVAILABLE • RENT-TO-OWN

Call for Super Low Prices on 
Quality Built Cabins, Sheds & Garages!

NEW LOCATIONS: 519 S. Washington St.
DuQuoin, IL

101 W. Commerial St.,
Carterville, IL

14x24 Utility Cabin

16x32 Barn Cabin

14x28 Utility Garage

12x16 Quaker Cabin

16x28 Barn Garage

14x28 Lodge Cabin
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BIGGER, STRONGER, BETTER
NEW MILITARY STYLE LOCKING BARS

WWW.LIBERTYSAFE.COM

4"  HIGH
AND UP TO
½" THICK!

12 MONTHS
INTEREST FREE!
0% DOWN • OAC • APPLY ONLINE!
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PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net
All prices good while supplies last.

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

With Stereo,
fits 2 people.

Great for 
losing weight . . . 

melts the 
pounds right off!

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . .
Great Prices!

Check out our
IN GROUND,

DO IT
YOURSELF
Pool Kits!

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Saunas, Accessories & Supplies

INFRARED SAUNAS - ONLY $999

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com
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Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 
Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible for 
any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.
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Andy Bugos
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
WASHINGTON OFFICE & SALES 

201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
Harry & Cathy Canterbury
Harry’s Cell:  (309) 360-0487
Cathy’s Cell:  (309) 370-6922

ASOMagazine.com
ASOMagazine.net

AD CREATION & LAYOUT:
Missy Walker

Production Manager 
missywalker1974@gmail.com
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S

 Canterbury Tales 

Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

continued on page 8

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Protect Your Home
Away From Home

Taking the comforts of home with
you on the road is great. Make sure
you’re covered for the unexpected,

before you leave the driveway.

3510 West Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria
309-682-2400

82 East Fort Street, Farmington
309-245-2800

www.dempsterinsurance.com

 Where in the world did summer go? It 
seems like it just got started and now cool 
weather will be prominent very soon. One 
job I have learned to hate and that is blowing 
leaves.  I have to do that at least 4 times 
before I have blown and bagged all them for 
good. Seeing the leaves change, feeling the 
nice cool nights and warm days is great. 
 Growing up in the Midwest was and 
is still a wonderful place to call home. The 
Canterbury’s came to Illinois nearly 200 years 
ago. The soil was the best in the world and 
was nearly free and those are two good 
reasons they came to Illinois.  

 If they could make Chicago a separate 
state, the rest of Illinois would be the best 
place to live in the USA. So far this year in 
Chicago over 2000 citizens have been shot and 
to date 395 have died. Those stats are higher 
than the wounded and killed in Afghanistan at 
any time during that war.  Just one weekend 
this summer they shot 68 and killed 17. There 
were no arrests made that weekend. The no 
snitch attitude that Chicago residents have, 
make it very hard to solve the murders.
 Knowing a few retired cops from Chicago 
they told me they have become a clean-up 
force now instead of crime fighters. Police 
say they want to retire soon and would like to 
see their first check and their grandchildren. 
Shooting Cops has become a sport. The 
murder rate is 16 per 100,000 the highest in 
the country. The only place where it is higher 
outside of the US is South Africa where 49 a 
day are killed. This year alone in Chicago there 
will be nearly 800 killed and over 3000 shot. 
Their mayor said he will not run for the office 
anymore. It seems everyone has given up on 
fighting crime in Chicagoland.  Many shot are 
these poor little kids some only a year old, and 
will die with never having a chance at life and 
no one cares.  
 Chicago politicians didn’t want concealed 
carry to be in Illinois, you go figure. You know 
this hunting thing has changed over the years 
with all the new equipment that baffles the 
mind. The clothes we wore 50 years ago to keep 

us warm are obsolete. 
You can hunt all day no 
matter what the temperature, 
even 20 below. I remember when 
all you had was insulated underwear and 
a canvas coat. If you stayed out more than 3 
hours you were froze. Gloves at the old Red 
Nose were brown jersey uninsulated and we 
went through them by the dozens. 

SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!
Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    

READ ASO ONLINE IN 
2 DIFFERENT FORMATS!

ASOMagazine.com & 
ASOMagazine.net

SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

ON THE COVER:
ASO Staff Bob and Deb Park with 

their two beautiful bears taken the 
first day of Ontario’s Bear Season. 
Please see his article on page 28. 

Bears were harvested at Gold Arrow 
Camp in Perrault Falls, Ontario

(260) 327-3406

The way it started

The best decoys on the market. 
www.fowlfoolers.com

George Kessler of Pekin 
wooden decoy carver

The Clubs Logo
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$189512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or Mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

WATCH ASO TV • Sat., October 27 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

Cope Marine • O’Fallon
1725 W US-50

O’Fallon, IL 62269
888-276-0847

Cope Marine • Table Rock
15711 State Hwy 13

Branson West, MO 65737
417-272-1277

Cope Marine 
is the Midwest’s 

Boating 
Headquarters!

www.copemarine.com

Giant selection of new and 
preowned boats in stock…

Great Factory Rebates 
& Big Savings!

OCTOBER 2018 GUIDE 
TO ASO WRITERS
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8 Canterbury Tales continues… 
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20  Brad Fenson, 6 Tips for Deer Hunting 
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28  Bob Park, Raptor Premium 

Spinnerbaits, Bear Hunting and 
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36 Crystal Routley, 4H State Archery Shoot
38  John Neporadny Jr., Key on Isolated 

Cover for Lake of the Ozarks Bass
39 Pastor Bob Cowman, Move the Stand
40   Woo’s Corner, Different Ways to Catch 

Bass in October
42 Dan Vinovich, The War Wagon
45  Alan Clemons, Hunting Guide Dead After 

Grizzly Bear Attacks During Elk Hunt
46  David Herschelman, Good and Evil in 

the Dove Field
48 Jason Houser, Opening Day Redemption
49  Bob Robb, 8 Steps to Blood Trailing 

After Dark It’s More Art than Science
51 CPO Reports:  May 16-30, 2018
55 Farm King
56 Kirby Schupp, The Gunsmith’s Responsibility
58  M.D. Johnson, Hunting Small Water 

Ducks
60  Dan Gapen Sr., Harrogate
62  Richard Lively, Cross Country Caribou
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Using Dogs to Recover More Deer
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Shooting for All-American Honors Again

102  Joey Finchen, Cedar Fork Creek 
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Triton 17 TX
Triton 20 TRX

LUND 1875 Impact Sport
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 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Grandma’s

TREMONT SHELL
Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store

Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND
Gas Pumps Open 24/7!

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!

  G.M. Bartelmay Guns Inc.
Central IL Browning Headquarters • 911 W. Jefferson St.• Morton (309) 263-8032

M,T,W,F  9aM-6pM • SaT  9aM-2pM • CloSed TH & SUN • opeN aNyTiMe By appT.

Gloss oil finish, checkered walnut, engraved low-
profile steel receiver, mechanical tripper, Inflex recoil 

pad, Invector-DS Chokes, over under shotgun

Citori 725 Field

Raised cheek rest, semi-beavertail forearm with finger 
grooves, gloss walnut, gold accented steel low profile 

receiver, ported barrels, HiViz Pro-Comp sight, 
Invector-DS chokes.

Citori 725 Trap

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANY

309-925-4217

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 

FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

RECIPES
ELLEN COURTNEY

High post ventilated rib, ported barrel, grade III/IV 
walnut, adjustable comb, PachOctoberr recoil pad, 

silver nitride finish steel receiver

BT-99 Plus

Citori 725 SPTG
Ported Barrels, fiber optic bead, gloss oil finish, checkered 

walnut, engraved low profile steel receiver, mechanical trigger, 
Invector-DS Chokes

Massage the marinade into the meat, put 
everything into a container that can just 
about hold everything and marinate for as 
little as 30 minutes, or as much as 2 days.

2.  When you are ready to cook, get your grill 
hot. Coat the peppers and onion in the rest 
of the olive oil and salt well.

3.  Grill everything on high heat. Put the hearts 
and veggies on the grill -- skin side down for 
the peppers -- and leave them alone with the 
grill cover open for 8 minutes. Flip everything 
and grill, uncovered, for 5 more minutes.

4.  Check the peppers and onions, and when 
they are nicely cooked with a little char, 
remove and put in foil to steam. Remove 
any blackened skin from the peppers.

5.  If the hearts are not cooked through yet, 
cover the grill and cook for 2 to 5 more 
minutes. If you are using a thermometer, 
you want to get the meat off the grill when 
it is 130°F in the center. You can also use 
the finger test for doneness. Tent the hearts 
loosely with foil and let rest for 5 to 10 
minutes. Sprinkle with black pepper and 
good sea salt at the table.

GRILLED DEER HEART WITH PEPPERS
1 or 2 Deer hearts
4 tablespoons olive oil divided
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon black pepper
1 large onion, cut into wedges
4 bell peppers, cut into 3 inch pieces

1.  Trim the hearts as discussed above. In a 
large bowl, mix 2 tablespoons of olive oil 
with the vinegar, Worcestershire sauce, 
salt, oregano, thyme and black pepper. 

VENISON HEART
1 large venison heart
1/4 cup melted butter
1 onion, minced
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 lb. Italian sausage
1/4 cup dried breadcrumbs
1/2 cup diced celery
1/4 cup olive oil
2 slices bacon
1/4 cup bell pepper, diced
250ml beef stock
Salt and pepper to taste

1. Preheat the oven to 350F degree.
2.  Clean and prepare the Venison heart 

according to the procedure stated above. 
Don’t make any more slices as you’ll need 
to put stuffing inside later on. Set the heart 
aside.

3.  Meanwhile, heat butter in a non-stick 
skillet. Add in garlic and onion and cook 
until fragrant and translucent. Stir in diced 
celery and minced bell pepper and cook 
for 3 minutes or until vegetables become 
tender. Transfer this mixture to a mixing 
bowl and allow to cool for several minutes.

4.  While the vegetable cools down, slice the 
Italian sausages into small pieces and place 
into the bowl. Add the breadcrumbs and 

parsley and mix well. Season with salt and 
pepper according to taste.

5.  Scoop the stuffing mixture into the interiors 
of the heart. Pierce skewers through the 
muscle to secure the dressing and prevent 
them from falling, then tie using a kitchen 
twine.

6.  Roll extra stuffing into balls and set aside. 
Pour olive oil into a Dutch oven and heat in 
medium flame. Rub the heart with salt and 
pepper and position into the center of the 
Dutch oven.

8.  Place sliced onions around the heart, along 
with smashed garlic and sliced celery. Add 
in the stock.

9. Bring the stuffed heart to a boil.
10.  Bake the heart for 2 hours, checking every 

30 minutes to see the level of stock. You 
may need to add more stock to have some 
liquid left over for gravy.

11.  Check the heart at the end of the second 
hour to determine the tenderness. Once 
tender, place the balls into the gravy and 
bake along with the heart for another 20 
minutes.

12. Serve with mashed potatoes or warm rice.
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926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F@ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest 
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL
(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com

Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

OCT 7 - FALL HANDICAP - ATA REGISTERED TRAP

OPEN PRACTICE EVERY THURSDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
ALL SHOOTERS WELCOME!

OPEN 11AM - 4 PM THURSDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
MEMBERS ONLY OFF HOUR SHOOTING ALSO AVAILABLE.

 Our outside coats were brown or tan 
canvas and that was all we had. Layered 
underneath sweaters and flannel shirts.  Boots 
were Red Ball or Lacrosse bell-tops and still 
are real great boots.  They look like the old 
fireman boot they used for years and still do 
I believe. If you used chest waders Hodgman 
was the top of the line.  
 There were only a few choices of guns, 
most guys shot the 870 Remington pump, 1100 
semi auto, Model 12 Winchester all sorts of 
double guns and the Browning hump back A 
5. The over and under became a fad about 
1964 but soon disappeared after a short time 
because it had no third shot.  There were a 
few other popular guns, but these were the 
choices of the times and very dependable. 
 Today there are many of guns that have 
taken their place. Even I shoot a Benelli semi 
auto black eagle these days. I still have those 
old pieces of history but putting steel shot 
through them would be a big mistake. Guns 
are a work of art and I still wipe down and 
pull those old fowling pieces up and remember 
when I was young.
 Hat or cap choices were as few or fewer 
than other gear. The Jones cap or Robin Hood 
hat seemed to be on most heads with a few 
khaki ball caps here and there. I remember 
when dad gave me my first goose down jacket 
I thought I went to heaven. I would shiver all 
the time from the cold but when I put that on 
it was unbelievable. That was about 1968, the 
stuffed goose down coats have gone by the 
wayside with the wooden decoy. 
 Shells are another item that has really 
changed over the years. I remember dad 

always loved high brass 7 ½ shells. He said 
they break both feet and both wings, and you 
had extra shot. He also liked Super X Heavy 
load number 5’s for heavy winds and shooting 
geese. The crippling rate was minimal not like 
this steel we shoot today. Lead was deadly 
fast and a much better load than steel.  
 Now when it comes to duck calls we had 
little choice there also. The black Olt D2 was on 
every neck from England to Argentina. I learned 
on that call and still have a number of them 
today. If you were a duck hunter you used an 
Olt. The other calls that were around but not as 
popular were the Yentzen of Groves Texas and 
Mallard tone of Illinois. There were many lesser 
known makers across the country including 
Herters Silver Reed you could buy out of their 
magazine and I have one of those too. 
 But the D-2 Olt is still the old king of calls. 
Dave Jackson of Pekin worked there for over 
26 years and is still making a lot of the calls 
of yesterday and has made great strides in 
the industries. His varieties of game calls are 
unmatched from goose, turkey, duck, elk and 

predator. Practice makes 
perfect and believe me 
he has it down. Thanks 
Dave for keeping this old 
legacy alive. Find him at DJ Calls.
 Another thing that has really changed 
the way we hunt waterfowl is boats. We had 
wooden boats that were so dam heavy it took 
4 guys to load them in a truck. In fact, most 
duck boats at that time were wooden and a 
few were aluminum. I have an old duck boat 
from the Red Nose club Aluma Craft made out 
of B-24 and B-17 skins when they scrapped 
them out in the late 1940’s. It was fantastic 
being only a 100-pounds and moved quicker on 
the water. The variety of watercraft available 
today is as good as it gets. 
 The last two are motors and decoys that 
have revolutionized the industry. The Mud 
Buddy motor is by far in my opinion the best 
thing next to sliced bread. Made for duck 
hunters by duck hunters it has made it possible 
to hunt places you only dreamed of getting 
into.  I own one keep it in Florida and use it on 
the flats to fish and shoot ducks on the Myakka 
River, it is unbelievable. 
 Decoys have always been up for 
conversation. What’s the best decoy for all the 
reasons? There are as many decoy makers as 
there are call makers but the best decoy I have 

ever used are Fowl Foolers made in Ohio. In 
my opinion they are the most durable decoy 
made in the USA. You can drive a truck over 
the heads and they won’t break. I knew the 
inventor Charley Hagus and he made no short 
cuts in quality parts in making this burlap 
wrapped hunting necessity. You can reach 
them at www.FowlFoolers.com. They are a life 
time decoy and really a decoy you can proudly 
pass down through the family.   
 There are a lot of other things we could talk 
about when it comes to duck shooting but here 
are a few and it has changed mostly for the best. 
 Be sure to vote Nov. 4.  Two local men 
who are dedicated and hard working in 
the Peoria area are Brian Asbell for Peoria 
County Sheriff and Mike Unes for district 91 
state house. Both of these guys support our 
2nd Amendment and work hard for all of us 
especially the sportsman. 
 Have a great opening deer and waterfowl 
season. Be careful out there…Keep Your 
Powder Dry and Your Worm Wet. Harry

Double Barrel Parker, 
Harry’s Great Grandfather’s 
Gun, Model 12 Winchester, 
Browning Over and Under

Gear of the Past from Greg 
Nelson Grandfather’s

The Good Ones Olt D2, Yentzen, Herter’s 
Silver Reed
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OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com

ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

The Hialeah Club
Goofy Ridge, IL

Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon

MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

 It seems the fall season is upon us. 
Even though as I write this article it is 
over 90 degrees out and all of us are just 
waiting for the next break in the weather 
to get fired up about deer season and all of 
the magic that comes along with fall. All 
of the preparation is complete. The food 
plots are all planted and growing much 
better than last year. We have our deer 
stand up and ready to hunt. Now all we 
must do is get more practice with the bow 
and before we know it we will be sitting 
in a stand waiting for a monster to come 
by. This year has a special meaning to it 
for me. This will be the first year that my 
baby girl will accompany me to the stand 
with the thoughts of harvesting her first 
deer. We have been practicing with the 
crossbow and she has it dialed in. Now 
all she must do is control that adrenaline 
and hopefully she will be able to put 
some food on the table for her family. I 
am sure all of her friends at school and 
her teachers are wondering what the 

heck is happening. She is so excited to go 
hunting she is continually talking about 
getting her first deer to feed her family 
this winter. To say I am a proud dad is an 
understatement. It seems as I get older 
the hunts mean a lot more to me when 
I can share it with a kid. It is something 
we should all make sure we do. There 
are many kids out there that would love 
to go hunting for the first time, but they 
don’t have a mentor to show them the 

ropes. There is nothing more satisfying 
then teaching a kid to hunt or fish. The 
smiles they get when they catch a fish or 
see the ducks dropping into the decoys 
or the deer walking 20 yards from your 
stand there is nothing in this world that 
gives you that type of adrenaline rush. At 
least not for me. I challenge everyone to 
find a neighbor kid or a niece or nephew. I 
guarantee it will be the most pleasurable 
experience when you help them find their 
passion for the outdoors. So, 
take a little time and think about 
a kid that you could take fishing 
or hunting and make that a goal 
for you this season is to take 
someone new fishing or hunting 
with you. 
As September 8th rolled around 
I was ready to try my hand at 
some teal hunting. We usually 
don’t get many teal at our club 
but I always like to get out with 
the dog before we head to North 
Dakota. It was a perfect morning 
for opening day of teal season. 
The temperature was beautiful 

and it was a little cloudy. As we walked 
up onto our spot we decided to hunt we 
kicked a couple dozen blue winged teal. 
As we set our decoys it wasn’t long 
before the first couple missiles come right 
too our decoys. Two shots later both were 
on the water. As the day progressed we 
picked of one or two here and there until 
we had 6 total between Al and I. Since 
the first day was pretty good we tried our 
luck on Sunday but we only we able to 
harvest two. It was a great first hunt of 
the year. Cocoa was able to make a few 
retrieves and now we wait for the great 
trip north.
 I was going through a little fishing 

Al Schackow with his two teal 
harvested on opening day 2018

Andy and Cocoa with the six teal 
taken on opening day
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One of the Peoria Area’s Oldest Watering Holes

Drink Specials Everyday! 
Full Menu with a Fabulous Breakfast!
M-F 7am-11pm • Sat. & Sun. 7am-2pm

Owners, Mike & Kathy Morris 
invite you to come by for a 
drink and delicious meal! 

4322 N. Prospect • Peoria Hts • 309-685-9413

Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

withdrawal a couple of weeks ago and 
all of my friends were working, and the 
weekends were spent getting the final 
touches on deer stands and duck blinds.  
I saw a friend of mine Reagan Smith with 
Reag’s Guide Service was catching some 

fish, so I thought I would drop him a line. 
Sure, enough he was available that Friday. 
The only issue with that date was it was 
going to rain there was no doubt about it. 
He asked if I would be willing to go fishing 
in the rain and I said let me know where to 
meet you and what time and we will give 
it a go. Friday morning arrived, and I meet 
Reagan in Tremont and we headed to Lake 
Springfield for a little white bass fishing. 
I have never been to Lake Springfield, 
but I did know that Reagan seemed to do 
quite well on this lake even in adverse 
conditions. As we arrived at the boat 
ramp there was a slight drizzle. Nothing 
to be to worry about. We backed in the 
boat and off we went. We arrived at our 
first spot and it didn’t take long and we 
had a couple on the boat. I was actually 
amazed that we were catching as many 
fish as we were considering it had been 
raining for several days. The water was 
up the water was dirty, but Reagan knows 
that lake like the back of his hands and 
he consistently put us on fish. On many 
trips Reagan catches more than 100 fish 
per day somedays double that or more. He 
has a real knack for the white bass and 
the crappie. Our goal this day was to boat 

a few fish for a fish fry 
Reagan was having at his 
church. As we moved from 
location to location each 
spot seem to get us a few 
more fish. At one-point 
Reagan pulls in a small 
catfish and I was a little 
surprised he was catching 
catfish on this blade bait. 
It wasn’t more than five 
minutes later I caught a 
catfish and a few minutes 
later a nice largemouth 
bass. We were having a 
blast. We didn’t seem to 
mind the rain we had our 
gear on and were semi 
dry. I did realize that I 
may need some new rain 
gear. By the time we got 
back to the ramp it didn’t 
look like I had a jacket on. 
Reagan and I had a great 
time fishing and sharing 
stories and just enjoying 
each other’s company. I 
really recommend him to anyone looking 
to have a great day on the water. 
 For all of the outdoorsman out there 
who work all week and only have time 
to fish in the weekend I would highly 
recommend taking a guide. If you time is 
limited, and you want to catch fish then 
a guide is the way to go. Most guides 

Chronicles . . . continued

are very reasonable with their pricing. 
They provide the boat, bait, gas and more 
all you must do is show up to the dock 
and your ready to go. This has so many 
advantages. First you don’t have to worry 
about getting your boat and gear ready the 
day before. You don’t have to worry about 
going to get bait or what location you are 

A nice Largemouth from Lake 
Springfield.

Reagan Smith and myself with a successful day on 
Lake Springfield
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DON & BONNIE DUBOIS
OWNERS

400 E. PEARL ST.
TREMONT, IL

LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR COLLISION REPAIR!
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT! 309-925-5611

DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

$.50 OFF ALL DRINKS ON WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY

WAYNE’S 121 CLUB
Located in Tremont, IL on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

going to fish. You just show up jump in a boat, the 
guide will take to prime locations and put you on 
fish and when your all done most guides clean your 
fish. There are so many great guides out there and 
many are in this magazine. You can find a guide for 
any fish you would like to catch. If you would like to 
fish on Clinton Lake or Lake Springfield, then give 
Reag’s Guide Service a call. If your wanting to fish 
for crappie, sauger or walleye on Lake Shelbyville 
then give England Expeditions a call. Looking for 
toothy critters like Muskie give Predator Guide 
Service a call. The list goes on and on. We have 
several great guides from Wisconsin and Minnesota 
so if your looking to take an adventure outside of 
Illinois there is plenty of those to. If you love fishing 
for giant striper you can call STR Outfitters out of 
Mountain Home Arkansas a call and they will put 
you on some amazing fishing. So, the next time you 
are thinking about going fishing take a little time to 
do some research on different guides and give that 
a try. I know every time we use a guide I am not 
disappointed. 
 With hunting season around here just around 
the corner and really nothing left to do but get ready 
to hunt it is time for me to prepare for our annual trip 
to North Dakota. We have been going to the same 
place for 9 years now but we decided is was time 
to make a change. Instead of driving 11 ½ hours we 

have decided to add on to our trip and drive and 
additional 2 ½ hours to try new territory in North 
Central North Dakota. I love to hunt duck I just don’t 
like the long drive to get there but if you want to 
have a great week of duck hunting sometimes you 
have to go that extra mile. From everyone we have 
talked to it is a little different hunting up there. We 
always hunted the south east corner of the state 
and most of that was sloughs with cattails and not 
easy walking. Farther north they say is more cow 
pasture and pot holes. As long as there is water we 
should be fine. Where we usually go in North Dakota 
just doesn’t have the water we once did. When we 
started going 9 years ago there was water in every 
field. The second year we arrived there was not 
one piece of water that we hunted the year before 
that was even there. Now every year since our first 
year the water has been less and less. Many of our 
places that we have harvested ducks are no longer 
in existence. Many of the areas that weren’t able 
to be farmed are now all tiled and growing crops. 
It amazes me how much water we lose each year. 
Things seem to change with time so it is time for us 
to try something new. Besides we will have a great 
time no matter what happens. 

May your sunrises and sunsets be magical!
Reagan Smith with Reag’s Guide Service with our catch 

on a rainy Friday on Lake Springfield. 
Check out his article on page 88 and 89.
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

ISRA.org

 Recent 
research by 
John Lott 
has brought 
to light 

interesting facts regarding concealed 
carry.  Nationally, in 2018, the number of 
concealed carry permits has grown to 17.25 
million.  Last year, the number of permits 
had grown 890,000, the most in any year.  
It is important to understand that 14 states 
do not require permits and are not counted 
in any of the above numbers.  It is certainly 
possible that there are 25 to 30 million 
people carrying firearms for self-defense.  
Alabama has 22.1% of the adults carrying, 
followed by Indiana with 17.9% and South 
Dakota with 17.1%.  Four states have 
over 1,000,000 permits: Florida, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania and Texas. 
 When I was interviewed prior to 
the passing of concealed carry in Illinois, 
I predicted women, minorities and the 
elderly would benefit most from concealed 
carry.  John Lott’s latest research bears that 
prediction in terms of growth of permits.  

When compared to white men, the growth 
rate among women is 111% higher, blacks 
20% higher and Asians 29% higher.  I did not 
find a number for the elderly but I still think 
that benefits tremendously from concealed 
carry.
 When one looks down the states by 
percentage of adults carrying concealed, it 
is obvious that politics play a heavy role in 
how many carry.   In states like New York, 
New Jersey, and the worst of them all, 
Hawaii, the numbers are suppressed.  While 
Illinois is now up the over 310,000 range, 
that could change if the wrong person is 
elected governor.  Remember the day of 
reckoning is coming.  It will be disastrous 
for firearm owners if J.B. Pritzker is elected.
 John Lott is a leading researcher and 
debunker of pervasive left-wing anti-gun 
baloney.  His organization is the Crime 
Prevention Research Center.  Please check out 
the organization at www.crimeresearch.org. 
 The Chicago crime wave continues to 
capture the headlines week after week.  
The 2016 numbers are in and they show the 
clearance rate for the shootings at a dismal 

5%.  That means 1 out of 20 are 
charged. 

 I am not going to blame 
the Chicago Police Dept for 

these failures.  The Chicago 
PD has had their hands tied behind 

their backs.  They are short of patrol officers, 
detectives, money and support from the city 
administration.  Meanwhile, the drug fueled 
gangs are running over everyone.  It is well 
known that if you sign a complaint, testify or 
even talk to the police, you and your loved 
ones will face retribution from the gangs. 
 If the police do make an arrest, the Cook 
County State’s Attorney doesn’t prosecute 
with much vigor.  Gun crimes are dropped 
or plea bargained down to nothing.  These 
problems can be laid on the doorsteps of 
City Hall and Cook County.  It is also obvious 
that the city does not have the backs of 
their law enforcement.  These policies have 
a demoralizing effect on both the police 
force and individual policemen.  It is easy to 
blame the law-abiding firearm owners and 
firearms for these problems because it is the 
politically expedient thing to do.  It is also a 
smoke screen used to avoid talking about a 
49% school dropout rate, no jobs and every 
type of tax available that drives employers 
and working people out of the city.

 The downhill slide to the Midterm 
Elections has begun and right on queue the 
Gifford’s have announced plans for ever-
tightening firearm regulations.  The basic 
theme of all of this is that there are never 
enough gun control restrictions to satisfy 
them.  Their goal is the strangulation of 
the Second Amendment.  This includes the 
usual stuff like running gun dealers out of 
business by piling on costs and regulations, 
running the cost of firearm ownership as 
high as they can, taxation on firearms and 
ammunition and the outright banning of 
firearms.  The new twist seems to be to 
put a bureaucrat in charge of seeing if you 
and I are worthy enough to own a firearm.  
Remember an attack on one class of firearms 
is an attack on all classes of firearms.
 Levi Strauss has decided to sellout 
gun owners and join anti-gun campaigns 
and donate $1,000,000 to various anti-gun 
organizations. The company has already 
joined the Everytown Business Leaders 
for Gun Safety, a Bloomberg front group.  
The CEO and President of the company 
says he is not for the repeal of the Second 
Amendment and does not think gun owners 
are irresponsible.  Well, he needs to check 
the organizations he has gotten in bed 
with then because they are for repealing 
the Second Amendment and do think gun 
owners are irresponsible.  I did own one 

LOCKJAWZ
TREESTANDS

®
TREESTANDS

Introducing:

The Safest Ladderstands 
on the Planet!        

                             

Place your order online today at

www.lockjawztreestands.com

Featuring the original 
    Lockjawz safety system.

KANKAKEE GUN SHOW
 SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 29 & SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 30

 Kankakee county fairgrounds 
Admission $6.00

 Sat hours  8am-4pm • Sunday hours 8am-2pm

PEORIA GUN SHOW
 SATURDAY NOVEMBER 10 & SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11

 Expo Gardens
Admission $6.00

 Sat hours 8am-4pm • Sun hours 8am-2pm
Ross & Mary Cloe

IL Phone: 815-263-2810 • FL Phone: 904-386-2541
www.thecloegroupllc.com
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thing that is Levi Strauss, did being the 
operative word.  That thing is now residing 
in its new home - the dumpster.
 Social media attacks of one kind or 
another are common against the Second 
Amendment or pro Second Amendment 
organizations.  One organization that I 
know of hired a forensic social media 
expert or see where they were all coming 
from.  Surprisingly, they found 80% of them 
were from the United Kingdom.  I have 
been warning everyone that the attacks 
on American gun owners and the Second 
Amendment is International and the U.N. 
is in the thick of it.  If there was ever an 
organization that needs to go the way of the 
dodo bird the U. N. is it.
 Soon, the first of the 10-year FOID 
cards will start renewing and this is likely 
to swamp the Illinois State Police (ISP).  
With that in mind, on August 17th, Governor 
Rauner signed HB 4855 into law.  HB 4855 
allows gun owners a 60-day grace period 
to keep their FOID card active while their 
renewal application is being processed, 
even if the processing period extends 
beyond the FOID card’s expiration date.  
Your renewal should not be submitted more 
than 60 days before your expiration date.  
This new law also clarifies the definition of 
a patient so hospitals have a better idea of 
how to report the status of a patient to the 
ISP.  For years, the ISRA has had to deal with 
cases in which people who were admitted 
to a hospital were put into an empty mental 
ward because the ward they should have 
been admitted to was filled.  These were 
usually people who should have been placed 
in either a medical ward or maternity ward.  
Because they were in a mental facility, 
they lost their FOID card.  It takes years to 
straighten these cases out.  Meanwhile, 
the person is denied their rights.  Hospitals 
were not helpful.  I will leave it go at that.
 I advise everyone who desires a FOID 
card to apply immediately.  Please be very 
careful, particularly if you are unfamiliar 
with a computer; if you answer anything 
wrong, it is a first-class mess.  If you are 
an ISRA member, our office will assist 
you.  Please call Mary at 815.635.3198 to 
schedule an appointment.  
 Anti-gunner State Representative 
Kathleen Willis (D-Addison) doesn’t like 
Illinois County Boards that are passing Gun 
Sanctuary County Resolutions.  Willis has 
filed a resolution (HR 1197) condemning 
“scofflaw counties” that do not agree 
with her or her Chicago anti-gun political 
agenda.  Willis, on the other hand, supports 
resolutions from the Illinois General 
Assembly to Congress to influence Federal 
Legislation and policies that many do not 

agree with.  Maybe someone in Congress 
will pass a resolution condemning “scofflaw 
state legislatures”.  By the way, 39 counties 
have passed Gun Sanctuary County 
Resolutions.
 Illinois, like many other states, has a 
High School Clay Target League.  In 2018, 
Illinois had 26 schools in the league.  I 
expect this number to grow beyond 30 next 
year.  The results for the Illinois All-State 
Trap Team are in.  It was nice to see that 
45 students from many schools made the 
All-State Trap Team.  These young shooters 
were from all over the state. 
 The 2018 Grand American, which 
was held at the World Shooting Complex 
in Sparta, reported 7% higher attendance 
this year totaling 4833 shooters.  To give 
you an idea how big this event is: the firing 
line is 3.5 miles long and utilizes 121 Trap 
fields.  This year, the event used 12 semi 
loads of clay targets.  The Shotgun sports 
are growing because of these young people.  
The National Handicap Champion was Kelan 
Kinion, a 15-year-old from Missouri.  Kelan 
broke his first 100 straight and he could not 
have picked a better time.  Congratulations 
to Ian Lawrence, of Herrin, Illinois, was 
named the Captain of the All-American Sub 
Junior (15 years old and under).  The future 
of the Shotgun sports looks very bright.
 The ISRA is followed by many people in 
many countries besides the United States.  
Right now, we have active followers in 43 
other countries.  I just want to give you all 
a shout-out and say thank you for following 
us.  I have met shooters from around the 
world and there is not one of them I haven’t 
gotten along with or liked.  I have often 
thought that if shooters should run the world 
instead of politicians, the world would be a 
much more agreeable place.  In fact, I will 
make that motion.  Is there a second?

FOID – 2,280,658
ICCL – 310,543

ISRA Range Sighting-In Day
JOIN us on Saturday, October 6, 2018 - 

9:30am -3:30pm

Check out ISRA’s website at 
www.isra.org! 

Follow the ISRA on Twitter 
and Facebook.

Thanks for being a member.
Give the gift of an ISRA membership.   

Not an ISRA Member?  
Join Today! (815) 635-3198

Shown: 1526

SMITH TRACTOR
0000 Street Name.Town Name
000.000.0000.dealersite.com

Save on MODEL XX
$000 PER MONTH*

Power Package includes
implement X & implement Z.

NOT 5 YEARS. NOT 6 YEARS. A FULL 7 YEARS*.

INDUSTRY’S 
BEST WARRANTY. 
PERIOD.

*With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. 

WORLD’S #1 SELLING TRACTOR.

618-343-3800
2020 Mall Street

Collinsville, IL 62234
www.gatewayrvps.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE
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PEORIA: STREETS AND 
ALL THAT JAZZ

By Norman V. Kelly

 When I first began writing about 
Peoria I was interested in the 1940’s in 
Peoria, especially WW 11.  While in the 
United States Air Force during the Korean 
War my fellow airman had a great interest 
in Peoria, Illinois.  Hell, they heard it was 
a gangster town and we had a lot of 
conversations about whom or what Peoria 
was really like. 
 I certainly did not think we were a 
gangster town and I wrote hundreds of 
stories to perpetuate facts…not myth.  
The truth is instead of moving on from 
the 40’s I went back to our early history, 
beginning in 1826 when the original town 
was laid out.  
 William S. Hamilton, son of Alexander 
Hamilton was here and he had a hand in 
surveying this area and ended up naming 
the area he worked in after Presidents 
of the United States.  Hamilton came up 
here from Springfield with the reputation 
of being an expert civil engineer at that 
particular time in his life.
 William worked on a plat that 
contained 160 acres, which was basically 
sixteen blocks.  He did a great job and 
presented his bill for $58.75 for his 
services.  Mr. Hamilton was irritated to 

find out the people that hired him did not 
have the money to pay him so they gave 
him two lots instead.  He was forced to 
hang around until they were sold, and 
believe me he was happy to get the hell 
out of Peoria.  
 He named Hamilton Boulevard 
after himself and the other streets after 
presidents.  The area remained pretty 
much the ‘center’ of our little square mile, 
and remains so to this day.  
 Remember at that time the United 
States was only 49 years old.  His plat ran 
from the foot of Fayette Street, running 
along the edge of Liberty, up to Madison 
and back to Fayette.  Just outside those 
boundaries were farm lands, timbers and 
thick Prairie.  
 Once we began to prosper “The 
streets ran ever damned which-a-way.” 
Once Hamilton’s plans were accepted 
the naming of other streets began: pretty 
much by whoever was in power or owned 
the area at the time.
 Water Street ran parallel to the Illinois 
River so that name was easy, but the fact 
it flooded all of the time preordained the 
name.  It was changed to Constitution at 
one time, but a lot of Peorians, including 
me, let city hall know that we wanted it 
changed back to the original name…
which it was. 

DEER PROCESSING
217.522.3345

www.turaskymeats.com
Located on the Northside of the IL State 

Fairgrounds across from gate 5.
Off Veterans, take 8th Street Rd • Springfield, IL

24 HOUR DEER DROP OPEN DURING 
ARCHERY SEASON. CALL FOR DETAILS.

The Turasky family has been creating National Award winning sausage products for decades. Recently, 3rd generation owner Brad 
Turasky won a Grand Champion award for his signature Snack Sticks. He has also recently visited Germany, in order to learn from Master 
German Meat Producers and bring those award winning ideas home to Central Illinois! Brad has created a superior line of products for 
deer hunters, using premium quality pork trimmings to mix with deer.

Italian Sausage Rope Style

Bratwurst Links

Deer Chili (fully cooked, add beans heat & serve) NEW!

Bacon (Ground & Formed) - Award Winning!!

Summer Sausage

Summer Sausage w/Cheddar Cheese

Summer Sausage w/ Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese

Summer Sausage w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese

Snack Sticks - Award Winning!!

Snack Sticks w/ Cheddar Cheese

Snack Sticks Bar-B-Que - NATIONAL GRAND CHAMP 2016!!

Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese

Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese

Smoked Polish LINKS 5 per pack w/Jalapeno’s & Cheese

Hot Dogs 6 per pack - Award Winning!

Jerky Whole Muscle (can only do increments in even numbers)

• 22 acres of beautiful landscape and timber with plenty of wildlife and wooded views.
• All of our sites are roomy to provide plenty of quiet and privacy. 
•  16 RV sites which have electric, water and sewer plus concrete pads. Sites include 

picnic tables and fire pits. 
•  2 mini-cabins which sleep 4-5 people and have electric, heat and A/C. We have an 

indoor/outdoor pavilion with heat, A/C and a kitchen area as well as clean bathrooms 
with showers. 

• For the convenience of our guests we also sell propane and provide firewood.

RV (30 and 50-amp full hook-up sites)
• $25 per night
• $150 per week
• $350 per month
• $1,800 per 6-month season
• $3,000 per year

Tent 
• $15 per night per tent
Mini-cabins
• $45-$55 per night

• We accept credit/debit cards and cash

~ CAMPING FEE SCHEDULE ~

REST, RELAX AND ENJOY
(309) 509-0277

1180 Knox Road 1000 N., Gilson, IL 61436

www.woodlandhillscamping.com

 Above Water Street as I mentioned, 
the streets were named after Presidents, 
beginning with Washington and ending 
with Monroe. In 1812 Commodore Perry 
was a war hero so naturally we named a 
street after him. Our southern boundary 
was named Liberty Street.  Fulton Street 
was next to be considered and NO…
it was not named after Robert Fulton 
of steamboat fame, but after our own 
Peorian, Seth Fulton, a member of the 
first family that settled here.  Now this 
was just one year after Illinois lost its 
territorial status and became a State.

 Fayette was really short for the 
Marquis de Lafayette, the French friend 
of George Washington.  Charles Balance 
was a Peoria County Surveyor, among 
many, many other things, that benefited 
Peoria in so many ways. So we named 
a street after him.  He also laid out an 
area called the Balance Addition which 
also ran parallel to the river. Most of 
the streets that ran toward the bluffs 
from the river were named after trees: 
Chestnut, Walnut, Elm, Persimmon, 
Maple and Pecan.  
 A real estate group of wealthy 
developers came from Boston and 
developed The Monson and Sanford 
Additions. They put in a lot of streets and 
they ran in all directions although a lot of 
the Southern developers directed their 
streets northeast to southeast. 

Courtesy of www.Peoria.org
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Everyday Low Prices! OPEN: Mon. – Fri. 8-6 , Sat. & Sun. 8-4

1304 Derby St. Pekin, IL 61554 • Call: 309-347-3334

FULL LINE OF BAIT,
TACKLE, RODS & REELS!

BOWS
Mathews • Mission

Bear  • PSE

CROSSBOWS
Ten Point • Mission

Wicked Ridge
Barnett • PSE

PEKIN BASS 
& BOW

• AMISH BUILT •

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair

 Depot Street was an interesting 
street.   Next time you are in Kelleher’s… 
ask Pat Sullivan about it.
 The Boston group was often referred 
to as the ‘Syndicate,’ and they pretty much 
had a free hand to do what they wanted as 
long as their money flowed toward the city 
hall.  They gave up on names and started 
giving the streets numerical names and 
that is how we got First through Seventh 
Street.  Of course by now many of these 
streets have been renamed and some of 
them have been removed.  
 The Syndicate got back to giving the 
newer streets names and you guessed it, 
they named them after themselves; such 
as Monson, Sanford, Fisher, Goodman and 
Shipman. 
 By the way there at Second and Fisher 
Peoria saw its first dual hanging execution 
in 1851.  Our population was around 6.000 
but newspapers reported well over 15,000 
came to watch the hangings on a cold, 
blustery January morning.
 As we extended the town, by the way 
we became a town in 1835 and a city in 
1845, Asahel Hale laid out a large addition 
naming the main street after himself. By 
1888 local folks claimed the entire area a 
despicable area and demanded that the 

street be changed to a different name. 
After the city ran out the undesirables the 
street was named Glendale. The truth is 
a lot of streets had their names changed; 
some to avoid confusion and others 
because of an objectionable element 
present at that time.
 Most if not all older Peorians can 
remember Eaton Alley, the truth is there 
never was an Eaton Alley. Believe me it 
got mixed up with Aiken Street and while 
we are at it there never was an Aiken 
Alley either. 
 We called it that and how many men 
out there can tell you a story or two about 
‘Aiken Alley?’  What is now Bryan and 
across from Adams Street, Eaton Street 
was all Eaton Street.  It ran from Perry to 
Adams, where it made a little jog then ran 
all the way to the river.  Below Adams the 
street got a terrible reputation, but it was 
never officially named ‘Eaton Alley.” 
 The folks there at Adams demanded 
that City Hall change the name and they 
did just exactly that, calling the street 
Bryan Avenue after William J. Bryan, a 
former Secretary of State here in Illinois.  
Later, the part below Adams was renamed 
Eaton Street.  
 Loucks Avenue was once called 

Old Knoxville Road because it led to 
Knoxville, Illinois. Laura was named after 
a deceased daughter of Lydia Bradley.  
Sadly not only did Mrs. Bradley lose her 
husband she lost all of her children to 
early deaths. Chambers was named after 
an early pioneer family but our City Council 
renamed it Columbia Terrace. Speaking of 
Lydia Bradley we had a street named after 
her husband but it was changed to South 
Maplewood Avenue. 
 On the West bluff, two streets were 
named after Underhill and Bourland the 
two men responsible for the additions 
in that area. College Street was not 
named after Bradley University but after 
a Presbyterian College that once stood on 
that site. 
 Douglas was named after Lincoln’s 
little opponent, Stephen A. Douglas and 
we had a street named after James A. 
Garfield, the assassinated President.  
Peoria named a street after Lincoln in 
the Southside of Peoria because locals 
thought he would have liked that part of 
Peoria.  He was here seventeen times; by 
the way, I never heard anything about him 
liking any special part of Peoria. 
 Sheridan Road was once Elizabeth 
Street, but folks thought Sheridan was 

more ‘respectable.’  Cedar Street was 
renamed to honor General Douglas 
MacArthur and is now known as 
MacArthur Highway. 
 Finally there is Main Street and a real 
controversy arose over this street and I 
think it was all because of its misspelling.  
Well the truth is the original spelling 
seems to have been lost in history.  Bu 
I have seen it spelled:  M-a-i-n-e. Other 
folks claim it was meant to be spelled 
M-a-i-n. Truth is no one can tell you for 
certain.  Was it to be named after the 
Ship as in “Remember The Maine?”   
Maybe it was named after the State of 
Maine?  
 The last big change around here was 
Grand Drive, Reservoir Boulevard and 
Harvard Avenue.  All changed to what we 
now call War Memorial Drive to honor 
veterans of all the Wars.  Oh,
 I had a horse named Norman after 
me…so I’ve got that going for me. 

Editor’s Note:  Norm is a True Crime 
Writer, Peoria Historian and monthly 

contributor to Adventure Sports 
Outdoors (asomagazine.com).
norman.kelly@sbcglobal.net



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
bfishntackle.com

H2O Jig + Moxi

H2O Jig + Pulse-R

Draggin Jig + Ringworm

Draggin Jig + Ribb Finn

B3 Blade Bait
“Bucktail” Wayne’s

Bucktail Jig

AUTHENTX PLASTIC

Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles 
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • October 1 thru April 15

(618) 845-3367

CATCH FALL PANFISH 
RIGHT NOW
By Walt Matan
 Each fall, I always make a few trips for 
panfish. Crappie and bluegill put on the feed 
bag right now until ice-up. Let’s take a look 
at some hot techniques and locations for 
these pan size beauties!
 When you find them, you can really 
catch them, because panfish school up 
mostly by size. There is safety in numbers, 
but when a good fisherman is in the boat, no 
fish if left un-caught!
 In clear deep lakes both crappie and 
bluegill will use the weed edge and the 
weeds for cover. Start out deep, prying the 
edges with small jigs and bait. I only use a 
float when it is absolutely necessary, most 
of the time I tightline. Stained water fish 
will also use the weed edge, but the edge 
may be in 5 feet of water as opposed to 15 
feet in a clear lake.
 St. Croix makes some nice panfish rods, 
we prefer the Panfish Series PFS60ULF and 
the PFS69ULF. Teamed up with a Sahara 
1500 FXE series Shimano reel and some 
good four pound Trilene XL mono and you’re 
in the catching business. For longer casts 
I recommend the 6’9” rod with the 1500 
series reel. This is a compact reel with a 
larger spool that promotes longer casts. 
I use the 6’ rod when in tight quarters or 
when jigging. 
 To make things simple choose a 
tungsten ice jig. Tungsten is heavier than 
lead, so if you are using light line, you won’t 
need to add weight to get down to the 
depths. I like Custom Jigs & Spins 4.5 and 
5mm Chekai Tungsten Jigs. They drop quick 
and high a good hookup ratio because of the 
hook angle. Tipped with waxworms, spikes 
or redworm pieces, it is a great panfish bait!
 Another great jig (especially for crappie) 

is a Flu-Flu. A Flu-Flu is a feathered jig that 
has a lot of flash and action in the water. 
You can use them plain or add bait (I like 
small fathead minnows). The old standby 
pink head/white feathers should be in every 
panfisherman’s pack!
 To start catching make a short cast 
and let the jig sink until the line goes slack. 
As you give a steady reel, twitch the rod, 
pause, change the action. This change in 
motion promotes strikes.
 You can also use a float/bobber if you 
like provided it is a slip type. A slip float 
allows you to fish any depth and keep your 
jig off bottom. The line slips through the 
hole in the float and a slip knot stops the 
float at a predetermined adjustable depth. If 
you find fish schooled at 10 feet, set the slip 
float, make the cast and you’ll be stylin’!
 To find out more about Custom Jigs 
& Spins, tungsten jigs and spoons go to 
www.customjigs.com Also, be sure to like 
Custom Jigs & Spins, B-fish-N Tackle and 
Walt Matan on Facebook for some up to the 
minute info.
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Here’s a nice shallow pond crappie on the Flu-Flu

Our Buddy Jason Rylander with a 
big gill on a tungsten jig
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  This article is 
written to inform you 
about what I consider 

to be an amazing fishing gear company.  So let 
me begin by telling you that I am not on the 
payroll of this company.  They are not paying 
me for an endorsements or promotions.  There 
are three reasons I am sharing this information 
and all three are because I strive to do the very 
best for you, my loyal readers.  This company’s 
products have superior design and are durable 
and reliable.  But most importantly to both you 
and me is that they are affordable to all of us.
 PISCIFUN is the name of the company. 
Pisci means fish in Latin. Piscifun means 
that fishing makes people happy. They want 
customers to indulge themselves in fishing 
and enjoy the sport.
 I first tried a PISCIFUN level-wind 
casting reel in 2016.  It has performed 
flawlessly for me since day one.  I then 
tried a spinning reel and experienced 
similar results.  You might well have read 
me mention those products in articles since 
then.  Again, I recommend them based on 

PISCIFUN: FISH 
WITH FAMILY
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

manufacturing is done in China and Brenic told 
me his first visit there to see the production 
process was very impressive.
 All product development is based on 
angler’s needs. The success of Piscifun 
is based on continuous devotion to their 
customers’ needs. They are extremely 
focused on design and development to bring 

the value of their design and construction 
and their price point within the industry.
 Piscifun was founded in 2013 by two 
close friends who have always had a passion 
for fishing and family. This passion leads to 
the company slogan: “Fish with Family”. As 
a fishing brand dedicated to offering high 
quality affordably priced fishing gear, Piscifun 
strives to cut down circulation costs. With 
this strategy customers across the globe can 
equip themselves and their families with high 
quality gear that will not break the bank. Fish 
with family and enjoy your time on the water.
 Recently I had several opportunities 
to speak with Piscifun United States 
Sales & Marketing Director Jason Brenic.  
Jason is a wealth of information not about 
this company but he is a consummate 
outdoorsman, as well.  Brenic is also 
involved in product development and design 
and heads-up the North America Piscifun 
Professional Fishing Staff.
 According to Brenic Piscifun began selling 
the U.S. Market in 2013.  Their growth here 
since then has been nothing short amazing.  All 

you the best and most cost effective reels 
on the market today. In order to create great 
products, Piscifun decided to work with 
professional fishermen all over the world 
to gain knowledge and insight on what the 
angler wants. 
 By working with these anglers, the 
company is able to design and test the 

PISCIFUN’S U.S. Director 
Jason Brenic with a pretty nice 

Michigan smallmouth bass. 
(Photo courtesy of Jason Brenic)

Featuring both spinning and 
casting reels, PISCIFUN has the 

perfect tool for every angler.  
(Photo by Mike Roux)

Is your pond ready for next season? 
We can help!

FRED THOMAS RESORT 2086 N Co. Rd. F Birchwood, WI 54817
PHONE 715-354-3761 fredthomasresort@gmail.com

Perpetually
New

BIG CHETAC LAKE • BIRCHWOOD, WISCONSIN
21 distinctive Lake Homes and Condo units immaculately
maintained and equipped with every amenity including free
wireless internet service, cable TV, DVD, microwave ovens,
complete kitchens, Weber grills, and all units air conditioned.
Outstanding facilities include: glistening lake views; screened
porches; lush, well-groomed grounds; fine swimming area; large,
well-equipped playground with volleyball, basketball,
shuffleboard, horseshoes; laundromat; rec. room; exercise room;
kayaks, paddleboat, canoe, Standup Paddleboards; fire pit.
Marina facilities include pontoon, boat & motor rental, a cement
launch ramp, live bait, lakeside gasoline service, and covered
docking in our large boathouse for your boat or ours at no extra
charge. Unexcelled panfishing – excellent game fishing.
Spring and Fall: Discount Rates.
Last night free special. ATV trail access. www.fredthomasresort.com

In a class by itself.
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THE SHOW FOR FISHERMEN!

JANUARY 4-5-6, 2019
Fri. Jan. 4: 12pm - 8:00pm • Sat. Jan. 5: 9:00am - 7:00pm

Sun. Jan 6: 10:00am - 4:00pm
FREE PARKING!

1 Gateway Dr. • Collinsville, IL 62234
800.289.2388

www.letsgoshows.com

Rods • Reels • Tackle • Boats • Cabela’s Fishing Pond & Kid’s Activities
Accessories • ResortsGuide & Charter Services

•• FREE SEMINARS ••
LIFE DEMOS & DISPLAYS

Enter to win prizes including a Canadian Fishing Trip from 
Zup’s Fishing Resort & Canoe Outfitters,

WIN PRIZES!
ADMISSION: Adults - $7/day; 60+ Fri. only - $5/day; Ages 6-15 - $3.50/day; Ages 5 & under FREE!

products before releasing them to their 
customers. This process ensures that you are 
receiving a top notch product.
 Piscifun is dedicated to producing the 
highest quality products.  They will not settle 
for poor craftsmanship of any variation. They 
strive to be perfect with every measurement, 
every color, and every aspect of their 
products.
 Being able to respond quickly to the 
needs of their customers and changes 
in the market allows Piscifun to advance 
at every turn. Speed and responsiveness 
are critical aspects of that business. 
Piscifun’s manufacturers have always been 
frontrunners. They take pride in being able 
to update their designs and bring their 
customers the high quality they desire in a 
quick and efficient manner.
 I asked Jason Brenic about retail outlets 
for Piscifun rods, reels and other fishing gear.  
He told me, “At this time we are developing 
our retail opportunities in the U.S.  However, we 
are a bit different than other companies.  We 
are currently limiting our retail relationships to 
smaller tackle and bait shops.”
 When I asked him about the affordability 
of the Piscifun line of products Jason said, 
“By doing this we are able to offer local retail 

solutions, but we keep our prices affordable 
for the everyday hard working consumer.”  My 
understanding is that online sales helps them 
keep overhead to a minimum and they pass 
that savings directly to their customers.
 I also found about the growth of this 
company’s U.S. sale since they began here in 
2013.
•  In 2014, by the company’s first anniversary, 

Piscifun fishing product sales quantity 
amounted to 80,000 units.

•  In 2015, Piscifun fishing product sales 
quantity amounted to 150,000 units by 
expanding product line and improving 
customer service.

•  In 2016, Piscifun fishing product sales 
quantity amounted to 380,000 units. 

 Currently, Piscifun has become 
synonymous with Quality and Cost Effective 
products and has received a great reputation 
from the major international e-commerce 
platforms, as well as our customers.
 My final question for Jason Brenic was 
his opinion about what sets Piscifun apart 
from its competition?  “We are different 
because of our primary focus on e-commerce 
and the development of high quality products 
at an affordable price for everyone who loves 
to fish.  We believe everyone should be able 
to afford a top-notch, quality product.”  Jason 
Brenic.

PISCIFUN . . . continued

MEMPHIS, TN – Ducks Unlimited (DU) and 
Boy Scouts of America (BSA) are joining 
forces to help educate Scouts about the 
importance of waterfowl and wetlands 
conservation. Ducks Unlimited is now the 
official conservation sponsor of the BSA for 
wetlands and waterfowl conservation. 
 Conservation has been woven into the 
fabric of Boy Scouts of America since its 
founding in 1910. The BSA is committed to 
teaching youth about wildlife and wetland 
conservation, as demonstrated by a number 
of youth awards like the William T. Hornaday 
Awards, the World Conservation Awards 
and merit badges like the Fish and Wildlife 
Management Merit Badge and Soil and Water 
Conservation Merit Badge.
 The mission of Ducks Unlimited is to 
conserve, restore and manage wetlands 
and associated habitats for North America’s 
waterfowl. Ducks Unlimited is dedicated to 
conserving wetlands sufficient to fill the skies 
with waterfowl today, tomorrow and forever.
 As like-minded organizations, Ducks Unlimited 
and the BSA believe our visions for conservation 
will strengthen the opportunity for youth who are 
interested in learning more about conserving our 
wetlands and building a better tomorrow.

 As part of this exciting relationship, 
the Joe Crafton Sportsman’s Complex at the 
Summit in West Virginia will unveil a waterfowl 
conservation story video and showcase a 
waterfowl and wetlands conservation education 
exhibit that will include a corresponding 
sculpture in the Sportsman’s Plaza. 
 Additionally, Ducks Unlimited will furnish 
a unique Hero in Conservation profile of a Ducks 
Unlimited volunteer who was or is involved 
in Scouting to highlight leaders who support 
Scouting and conservation. 
 Keep an eye out for these events at 
Summit Bechtel Reserve’s Joe Crafton 
Sportsman’s Complex in the next few months 
and through spring 2019. 
 Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world’s largest 
nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving 
North America’s continually disappearing 
waterfowl habitats. Established in 1937, Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved more than 14 million 
acres thanks to contributions from more than a 
million supporters across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to program efficiency, 
DU works toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today, 
tomorrow and forever. For more information on 
our work, visit www.ducks.org.

DU TEAMS UP WITH BSA TO 
EDUCATE SCOUTS
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IDNR NEWSBITS: 
SEPTEMBER 2018

Bobcat Permits:  Hunters and trappers 
may apply for a 2018-19 Illinois Bobcat 
Hunting and Trapping Permit online 
through Sept. 30. Applicants must 
submit a $5.00 non-refundable fee. A 
total of 1,000 permits will be allocated 
during a lottery and mailed to successful 
applicants. Season dates are Nov. 10, 
2018 through Feb. 15, 2019. The season 
will close prior to Feb. 15, 2019 if the 
2018-19 harvest limit of 375 bobcats 
is reached.  Bobcat hunting is closed 
during firearm deer season in counties 
open to firearm deer hunting. To apply 
for the permit, go to the DNR Direct 
license and permit system at https://
www.il.wildlifelicense.com/start.php

Resident Archery Deer Permits:  
Resident combination and antlerless-
only archery deer permits are available 
over-the-counter (OTC) from DNR Direct 
license and permit vendors. Find a vendor 

link here: https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
LPR/Pages/LicensePermitVendors.aspx

Non-Resident Archery Deer Permits:  
Illinois Non-Resident Archery Deer 
combination permits are available over-
the-counter (OTC) from DNR Direct 
license and permit vendors.  The Illinois 
Archery Deer Season is Oct. 1, 2018 
through Jan. 20, 2019 (except closed 
during firearm deer season in counties 
open to firearm deer hunting).

Youth Deer Permits:  Resident and 
non-resident Illinois Youth Firearm Deer 
permits are available over-the-counter 
(OTC) from DNR Direct license and 
permit vendors. The Youth Deer Hunt is 
Columbus Day weekend, Oct. 6-8, 2018.

Firearm Deer Permits:  Over-the-
counter sales of remaining 2018 Illinois 
Firearm Deer Permits will begin on Oct. 

16.  Permits will be sold until quotas 
are exhausted or until the close of the 
season, whichever occurs first.  Individual 
hunters can purchase one or more permits 
beginning Oct. 16, subject to 

JEPC Trapping Permits:  A public 
drawing for the allocation of trapping 
permits for Jim Edgar Panther Creek 
State Fish and Wildlife Area will be 
held on Sat., Oct. 6, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. 
Registration will begin at 1 p.m. at the 
site headquarters, located approximately 
five miles southeast of Chandlerville. 
One permit for each of the five trapping 
zones at the site will be allocated 
through a lottery drawing.  All persons 
attempting to enter the drawing must be 
in attendance, and have a current 2018 
trapping license in their possession. For 
more information, contact Jim Edgar 
Panther Creek State Fish and Wildlife 
Area, P.O. Box 646, Ashland, IL 62612, or 
phone 217-452-7741.

Sangchris Lake Trapping Permits:  
A public drawing for the allocation of 
Sangchris Lake State Park trapping 
permits will be held 1 p.m. on Sat., Oct. 

13, 2018.  Registration will be at 12:30 
p.m. at the site headquarters, located 
approximately six miles southeast of 
Rochester. One permit for two trapping 
zones will be allocated through the 
drawing (Subimpoundment area is 
now included as another zone open to 
trapping).  Two names will be allowed 
on the permit, and only those individuals 
listed will be allowed to trap.  All 
persons entering the drawing must have 
a current 2018 Illinois trapping license 
in possession.  Persons whose names 
are drawn must be in attendance. For 
more information, contact:  Sangchris 
Lake State Park, 9898 Cascade Road, 
Rochester, IL 62563, or phone 217-498-
9208 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Camping Reservations:  Make 
campsite and shelter reservations for 
many IDNR sites online through the 
Reserve America website at www.
reserveamerica.com using a credit card.

701 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL 61611 - Illinois Rt 116, 
mile marker 164.5 on the Illinois.

Fuel dock hours: 9-5 during 
season however, flexible to 
accommodate boaters as necessary.

280 slips ranging from 25 to 50 feet 
in length. Transient boaters are 
welcome to stop and spend a few days 
enjoying the marina and its many amenities!

EASTPORT AMENITIES 
• Restroom/shower facilities open 24 hours a day.
• Laundry facilities open 24 hours a day, just a short stroll from the docks.
•  Swimming pool and two hot tubs, enclosed by locked gates, with private 

restrooms and showers.
• Gas, diesel, pumpout and a full service department.

SEASON: APRIL 1-OCT. 31
One of the only marinas of its class between Chicago and St. Louis. It’s like a resort, a major resting point for boaters… 

Phone: (309) 694-3034 • Ron Roberts, Harbormaster - (309) 265-4789 • Heather Boehm, Manager - (309) 694-3034



20 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” October 2018

Archery Pro Shop,Bow & 
Crossbow tuning & repair,

 Indoor shooting range
Custom Concept Arrows, Bait & 

Tackle, Pool Hall & leagues, 
Bar Video Gaming, 

RESTAURANT IS NOW SERVING 
LUNCH & DINNER TUES - SAT 
& BREAKFAST ON SAT & SUN

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL

Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)
WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

AC Beer and Bait

YOU CAN THROW A BLIND UP AT THE 
EDGE OF A FIELD, BUT SCOUTING, 
CAMOUFLAGING AND DOING MORE 
OF THE LITTLE THINGS MAKES DEER 
HUNTING FROM A BLIND WORTHWHILE.
 Ground blinds are a great way to 
set up for whitetail deer, especially in 
areas where you can’t put up a treestand 
or elevated blind. They are quick and 
portable and provide great cover to hide 
hunters and help block human scent. 
They are equally effective for rifle, bow or 
crossbow hunters, with specific designs 
to accommodate a wide variety of 
equipment. They hide hunter movement, 
provide protection from the elements and 
allow you to access extra gear without 
spooking game.
 Knowing where to set up blinds is 
an art and — when done correctly 
— it puts the hunter at a distinct 
advantage. Choosing a blind location 
along a travel corridor or feeding area 
is a main factor, but blending the blind 

MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

into the surroundings and setting up 
for prevailing winds can be even more 
important. Setting up a new object in the 
deer’s woods can be compared to having 
something new in your neighborhood.
 Like anything with hunting, the more 
attention you pay to the little details, the 
more successful you’ll be in the end. Here 
are six essential blind-hunting tactics 
and techniques to help you get eye to eye 
with a big buck this fall.

1. PRE-SEASON SCOUTING
 Knowing where to set up your blind 
is likely the biggest factor in scoring 
on a big buck. A mature deer simply 
doesn’t travel in the open, and the game 
trails snaking through dense cover are 
always a better option for locating trophy 
antlers. You could just throw the blind 
up on the edge of a field, but putting in a 
little scouting time will allow a hunter to 
pinpoint travel corridors between feeding 
and bedding areas and make informed 

6 TIPS FOR DEER HUNTING 
FROM A GROUND BLIND
By Brad Fenson



If a deer confirms you as a human at the blind, it will look for you every time 
it goes through the area. Deer will even change their travel movements to use 

the wind or cover to avoid the blind. Photo:istock
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Bridgestone                      Firestone
1861 Knox Co. Hwy. 9 • Just off Rt. 34 • Galesburg, IL

We Provide Excellent Quality for
All Cars, Trucks, Trailers & RV’s

• Complete Tire Service • Brake Service
• Wheel Alignment • Shocks & Struts Suspension
• Professional Repairs • Road Service

Specializing In Hard to Find Tires For Your 4x4 or ATV
Phone: (309) 343-1141  •  Fax: (309) 343-3490

GCR Tire Center
NEW LOCATION!

3335 East Enos • Springfield, Illinois • Noon till 7 P.M. • Closed Sunday & Monday

217-544-1232

Before you buy your next gun call us!
Layaway Program • Buy, SeLL or Trade • LargeST BLack Powder SeLecTion, downSTaTe!

LETZ HUNT & SPORT

Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder

Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment
www.letzhuntandsport.com

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
FREE ESTIMATES • PERSONAL SERVICE • QUALITY PRODUCTS

Your Lumber
Store ...
And So

Much More!
406 S. 5TH AVE. • CANTON, IL

(309) 647-0396 • FAX (309) 647-2724

decisions on blind placement. You can 
then set up where the big mature deer 
hide out.
 If you don’t have time to walk the 
trails on a regular basis, a couple of trail 
cameras can do the work for you. The 
bottom line is, the most important hours 
spent hunting are the ones spent figuring 
out where the deer live and what they do 
on a daily basis.
 Don’t make the mistake of setting 
up on what you experienced and 

observed in previous years. Conditions 
change, and with an increased presence 
of predators, crop rotations, drought and 
other weather and seasonal events, the 
best guiding factors are the most recent 
ones you can get.

2. SET UP WELL IN ADVANCE
Whitetails are always hard to deceive, 
and setting up a blind long before you 
plan to hunt from it will maximize its 
effectiveness. Deer will avoid new 

In Nebraska, Bob Robb employed crossbows and hunted from ground 
blinds. Tip: Don’t make a mistake of setting up on what you experience and 

observed in previous years. Conditions change. Photo: Bob Robb

objects in their area until they are proven 
to be mundane. Setting up your blind a 
couple of weeks before deer season 
allows the new smells and outlines 
to become part of the deer’s familiar 
territory.
 When you can’t set up in advance, 
be sure to place the blind where it 

isn’t obvious. Forget the edge of the 
field and get it inside the tree line for 
better concealment. If you’ve done any 
homework about the herd’s habits, you 
can set the blind back in the trees or other 
natural cover, which shouldn’t hinder you 
in any way as you plan for the deer to 
walk right in front of you.



the bottom of a valley. It allows you to 
set up, identify potential shooting lanes 
and ensure you have time to look over the 
antlers before you pull the trigger.
 Feeding areas can be great locations 
to set up, especially during the rut. A 
good food plot or agricultural field with 
high-protein feed is sure to attract a host 
of does and bucks at any time. Having the 
ladies come to feed on a regular basis is 
a sure way to find the biggest buck in 
your hunting area. Simply put in time 
during the prime rutting season and the 
does will inevitably draw the big boys 
from cover.
 Pinch points or lanes that funnel deer 
into small areas are honeyholes. One 
of my favorite spots to hunt is a small 
strip of land between two lakes. The 
short trees and shrubs in the area make 
it impossible to hunt from an elevated 
position, and the best option is a ground 
blind. I have one set up at each end of 
the 125-yard peninsula so I can hunt it 
morning and afternoon depending on the 
wind and sun conditions.

6. DON’T LET THE DEER PATTERN YOU
 By using every advantage possible, 
you are sure to have deer moving 

FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties
OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217
Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am

PEORIA FLAG 
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! 

Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators

920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com

22 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” October 2018

3. CAMOUFLAGE IT
 Don’t just settle for a blind set up 
on a fence line or ridge top or in a strip 
of trees. Blend it into the environment 
with brush, grass, cattails or whatever 
natural vegetation is handy. Most quality 
blinds have straps or cords to attach 
natural camouflage and help your blind 
disappear. Fresh-cut tree limbs and 
bunches of grass or straw also help veil 
the smell of your blind. Some blinds 
come with carbon odor suppressors, but 
there are still smells from manufacturing, 
packaging and travel that take time to 
dissipate. The best way to make it scent 
free is to leave it set up outdoors in the 
elements. Over time it becomes part of 
the habitat in both sight and smell.
 If you can’t get it out into the field, 
set it up in your backyard so it can air 
out and not smell like the hold of a cargo 
ship. It will work better if it gets rained 
on a few times and the sun has a chance 
to heat the fabric. The more time outside, 
the better.

4. PLAY THE WIND AND SUN
 No matter how hard you try to cover 
or hide human scent, a deer can still 
detect it. Seasoned hunters know to 
stage upwind of their quarry whenever 
possible to circumvent a whitetail’s 
incredible nose.
 Spraying scent-eliminating sprays 

on new blinds, chairs and gear can help 
immensely. Ozone machines can also 
be used to better hide a hunter at the 
molecular level.
 A whitetail’s eyes are as sharp as 
their nose, and they never miss 
movement, bright objects or shining 
faces. When you locate an active game 
trail being used by a big buck, try to find a 
spot to set up your blind downwind with 
the sun behind you. If the early-morning 
sun is shining on your face, you will glow 
like a light bulb when looking out of the 
windows. This might mean setting up 
different blinds for hunting the morning 
and evening, depending on prevailing 
winds and sunrise or sunset locations.
Dress in dark clothing to take advantage 
of the dark cave you are creating. Wear 
a facemask or put on some camo makeup 
to gain yet another advantage.

5. DON’T PIGEONHOLE YOURSELF
 One of the biggest mistakes hunters 
make when using ground blinds is 
pigeonholing themselves by setting up in 
a spot with limited visibility and a single 
shooting lane. By the time you actually 
see a deer, you never have time to react, 
field judge, and get your rifle or bow into 
position before they are gone.
 Make sure to find an area where 
you will see deer traveling up and down 
a trail, through a slough bottom or along 

comfortably in front of you throughout the 
hunting season. Be smart and never let a 
deer see you in the blind, which includes 
going to and leaving the structure. If a 
deer ever confirms you as a human at 
the blind, it will look for you every time 
it goes through the area. Deer will even 
change their travel movements to use 
the wind or cover to avoid the blind. Deer 
have their preferred patterns, but they 
will change them in a heartbeat to avoid 
hunters. Make sure you pattern the deer 
and don’t have them pattern you. It might 
mean arriving at the blind long before 
the sun comes up or sitting well after the 
sun goes down, but don’t even think of 
coming or going until you are sure the 
deer won’t see, smell or hear you.
 Once you start looking for the little 
details, you’ll find you start seeing more 
mature deer throughout the season. 
Stacking every advantage in your court 
will pay off in total inches of antler in the 
future.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers

OPEN: 
Mon. – Sat.

5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

 309-329-2929  Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 

BARNS N BOARDS
Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

BAI NEWS
By Ed DeVries
FALL BOWFISHING IS THE BEST!
 While some would argue that nothing 
beats spring bowfishing and the annual 
spawn, fall bowfishing can be the best time to 
take some trophy fish when bowfishing. Grass 
carp bowfishing can be especially productive 
as they feed heavily on small leaves and fruits 
that fall into the water in autumn. 
 Water conditions improve greatly in the 
fall as well. Large algea blooms start to die off 
and silt caused by pleasure boat traffic also 
settles giving bowfishers gin clear waters in 
many cases. 
 So don’ pack the bowfishing gear away 

yet! We have many good days left this year 
before the real cold sets in.......go bowfishing!!

BAI AT THE STATE FAIR
 Last month the BAI once again set up 
their famous on water bowfishing range 
and booth in the IDNR Fisheries tent at 
conservation world during the Illinois State Fair 
In springfield.  Hundreds of people were able 
to try bowfishing gear as they shot underwater 
targets. This gives attendees a real feel of what 
bowfishing is and hopefully interests them 
enough to become involved in the sport. We 
want to thank all the BAI me.ners who spent 
a day helping us on the range and also thank 
the IDNR for once again letting us be a part of 
conservation world! We will include some pics 
of Mike, Joseph, Rick and Jason helping people 
shoot a bowfishing bow!

BAI TEAM OF THE YEAR RESULTS
 Congratulations to team Second Timers 
for winning this years Innerloc Team Of The 
Year competition. Joe and Will traveled the 
state and won or placed in  the top 5 of every 
shoot we held this year.

2018 ILLINOIS STATE BOWFISHING DAY 
CHAMPIONSHIP
 We had a great State Championship with 
perfect weather this summer on the Illinois 
river. Here are the final results for this years 
shoot. Thanks to all who attended, thanks to 
our sponsors who donated all the great prizes 
and big thanks to our officers who ran the 
shoot!

INVASIVE NUMBERS
1st Team Second Timers
2nd Team Night Stalker

3rd (tie) Team Ramrod Team Vicious Fishies

BIG 30
1st Team Night Stalker

2nd Team Second Timers
3rd Team On A String

WOMAN’S BOWFISHING 
BIG 6 CHAMPION

Brittany Lopez

Congratulations to all!
NEW BAI E-NEWSLETTER COMING
 We are going to restart our monthly 
newsletter this fall! Recently we have noticed 
a huge drop off in our Facebook pages due 
to the way they send our our pages. So, 
we are going back to also using a monthly 
newsletter to keep people up to date on what 
the BAI has going on. Event schedules, water 
conditions and recent member bowfishing 
pictures will be included. As always it will be 
100% free! To get on the list send an email to 
baibowfishing@yahoo.com.



GREAT SELECTION OF BEER, WINE & SPIRITS. 
LARGE VARIETY OF VAPING & E-CIGS, 

FLAVORS & SUPPLIES!
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2017 Chevy Equinox LS, All Power, Backup Camera, Factory Warranty, 
54,424 Miles ......................................................................................................................  $16,500

(Cocoa not included)
2017 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited, 4x4, Sport “S” Package, Hardtop, All Power, V6, Manual 
6-Speed, 15,000 miles, 1-owner .........................................................................................$30,500
2011 Chevy Silverado, V6, Auto, Air, Victory Red, 101,000 Miles ..................................$10,999
2010 Ford Focus Coupe, 4 cyl , Auto, Air, 34,000 Miles ....................................................$8,500
2009 GMC Sierra Ext. Cab, 4x4, Vortec V8, Work Truck, 102,000 Miles .......................$13,500
2008 Pontiac Vibe, 4cyl, 5-Speed, Air, High Miles ..............................................................$2,999

S e e  w w w . M c C o r m i c k A u t o P l a c e . c o m
f o r  m o r e  p h o t o s  a n d  v e h i c l e  d e t a i l s !

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL
(309) 697-4723

SHINER BOCK ASSORTED 12PKS 2 FOR $20.00

BULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!

DON’T 
OVERTHINK 

FALL SCOUTING

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER

AND IN THE WOODS

 Seems like most everywhere I’ve been 
lately the guys and girls are anticipating 
the upcoming whitetail deer season. That’s 
a good thing, but let’s not over-do it to 
the point of jeopardizing our probability 
of success. Most avid deer hunters have 
already been out and scouted some 
prospective areas. These scouting forays 
sometimes include the placement and use 
of scouting cameras that store photos of 
whatever moves down a trail and is within 
the range of the sensor of the camera. 
 At other times these may be just walks 
thru the woods and along the field-sides 
looking for tracks and other signs of their 
existence. Usually some wild speculation 
accompanies the judgment of the size of the 
deer that made the tracks that exist there. It’s 

sorta like the guy that tells me that he LOST 
an eight-pound bass that day. How did he 
know it was eight pounds, right? He lost it! 
That deer that made those tracks may have 
been a monster or he may have been a small 
deer that has big feet. Certainly, pictures take 
a lot of the guesswork out of this process. 
 Still other scouting forays may be 
camouflaged as squirrel hunts, dove hunts 
or other activities. These activities are all 
great but consider the amount of time that 
you spend in the “deers’ world” and the 
possibility that your presence may change 
the travel patterns or bedding places of the 
deer. As you consider the attractiveness of 
each prospective area consider many of the 
other variables that exist in most areas. Few 
of us are hunting “pristine forest” that does 

by Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

not have some additional activities either 
within or adjacent to it. If someone else is 
cutting firewood out of it, chances are he 
will be there exactly at the wrong time for 
your hunts. 
 Also consider the existence of 
neighborhood dogs that may regularly 
roam the area. This seems to be an ever-
increasing problem. Many of these dogs 
chase all of the deer out of an area making 
it worthless for hunting. I recently acquired 
one great looking spot with a nice creek and 
all the other attractants needed. Problem 
was every time I would get up into a stand 
the neighbor’s dogs would thoroughly work 
the woods, pushing out everything it held. 
They didn’t kill the deer; they just enjoyed 
chasing them and anything else that would 
run from them. Just dog nature, I guess. 
Sure it is frustrating though!
 Normal agricultural activities don’t 
seem to disrupt the deer much since they 
have become accustomed to those things 
and activities. I know one hunter that would 
take his tractor back to the woods thinking 
that they were already immune to that sound 
etc. I’m not too sure about that. Even though 
the deer hears that sound regularly, they 
still become alerted to its presence and the 
hunter still has to make the rest of his way to 
a suitable stand. (Can’t hunt from tractor!) 
 I think the least presence you can make 

in the deer’s’ environment the more likely you 
are to keep him within suitable hunting range. 
Make early pre-season scouting trips but limit 
the trips in “time spent” and especially within 
any areas that may be bedding areas. Limit 
the amount of disruptions and especially the 
odors left. Deodorize the cameras and avoid 
touching adjacent trees. I’ve had several deer 
come right up to the cameras and lick it or 
put their nose into it to the point that I get 
a picture of a giant eyeball. These are cool 
pictures especially of the bucks still in velvet. 
Place the cameras out on the trails not back 
in bedding areas for the least intrusion 
problems. One last thought. Bear in mind that 
deer are like most of us, they “take the path 
of least resistance”. For instance, if the tracks 
follow a fence-line past a place that exits 
your preferred hunting spot consider lowering 
a section in the fence (owners permission 
required). I have found that they will, many 
times, take advantage of the opportunity and 
reroute their travel patterns to my advantage. 
I wish you good scouting and good hunting.
 Just to expand again on a Charlie Daniels 
quote; “IT AIN’T NO RAG” IT’S OUR FLAG!
 Promote the proper respect for it to 
others. It seems that some of the folks don’t 
even know how or when to respect the flag 
and our anthem. 
 It’s Faith, Family, Freedom and the Flag 
--- Treat it with the proper respect!
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 The magnificent Southern Illinois 
Ozark Mountains and the Shawnee 
National Forest set this region apart from 
the rest of the state. In fact, a lot of folks 
from the northern two thirds of the state 
can’t believe they’re still in Illinois when 
they make their first trip to the southern 
portion. This beautiful landscape is 
home to a number of gorgeous bodies of 
pristine water, often more reminiscent of 
a Canadian Shield lake than one in the 
Prairie State. 
 But, these waters are as productive 
as they are scenic, often producing 
fishing so fast that anglers have a hard 
time stopping to photograph the scenery. 
Southern Illinois produces excellent 
bass fishing, for various black bass and 
temperate bass species for our guide staff 
and clients, and we’ll discuss the region’s 
best bets for blacks and whites, as well as 
how to get them.

*Top Waters & Species
 Largemouth bass are 
available and productive options 
in almost every single lake, 
reservoir, pond, creek, and river in 
the region. Kinkaid Lake tops our 
list of favorites for this species, 
one of the best waters within a 
two state drive in any direction 
for both numbers of bass and big 
trophy class bucket mouths too. 
Lake Murphysboro is probably 
the most underused option. This 
small lake holds lots of quality 

largemouth bass and gets very little 
bass fishing pressure. Cedar Lake is also 
a top bet for lots of big largemouth bass 
in southern Illinois. Smallmouth bass are 
available at Kinkaid Lake as well, the only 
lake in the region offering this species. 
And, after several years of stocking, 
the numbers are rising well at Kinkaid, 
producing some big fat football sized 
bronze backs. 
 Cedar Lake is probably the best bet in 
the state for a legitimate shot at a state 
record striped bass, and Cedar holds a 
number of big stripers, often called line 
sides. White bass fishing can be hot at 
Kinkaid Lake. While this body of water saw 
a decline in this species a few years ago, 
the fish are rebounding well and numbers 
of big whites are being caught again. Like 
their bigger cousin, the striper, white bass 
look almost the same, but smaller, and 

 SI FALL FISHIN IN 
BLACK & WHITE

Fall Patterns for Black and Temperate Bass in Southern Illinois
By: Colby Simms

Photos by: The Colby Simms Outdoors Team
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com
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H&H Fish & Seafood
CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN

Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
(Fish Fried by the Pound), Flathead,

Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded 

Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle, 
Chicken Wings, Gizzards, 
HM Tenderloins & More 309-543-0062

Winter Hours:
Tues – Sat 12:00pm – 6:00pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL 
(across from McDonald’s)

COLBY SIMMS is a multiple bass 
& muskie tournament champ and 

multiple circuit championship title 
holder, record holding guide, public 

speaker, award winning international 
writer and network 

TV & radio personality, and Owner 
of Colby Simms Outdoors LLC,
offering tackle, professional 
promotions, media services, 

seminars & public appearances, 
and guided trips & fishing vacations in 

the U.S., Canada, Mexico & 
Costa Rica at: www.

ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 
618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and 
follow them at: www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & www.
facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors .

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

strike and fight just as hard, pound 
for pound that is. The Mississippi 
River also harbors some big white 
bass too. Although they can be 
difficult to locate, once found, 
they usually hold in big schools, 
where anglers can set hook after 
hook on these scrappy brawlers.

*Tactics and Techniques
 Since fall fishing usually 
revolves around the baitfish 
migration, these fish tend to feed primarily 
on shad, shiners and similar prey items, so 
it makes sense to match the hatch if you 
will, and toss baitfish imitating lures for 
both black and temperate bass species in 
fall. Spinner baits, blade baits, and crank 
baits are always top options for these 
fish, especially in baitfish color patterns. 
Spoons can also be effective, as can jigs, 
particularly swimming style jigs matched 
with paddle tail style swim baits that 
resemble shad and shiners. 
 Top water lures can also excel at this 
time in styles that mimic fleeing baitfish, 
scurrying across the surface. Smallmouth 
bass and white bass are savage strikers 
and brawlers, and stripers and largemouth 
bass also fight hard while growing to huge 
proportions here, and so bait casting rods 
and reels are usually the equipment of 
choice by those in the know, matched with 
quality fluorocarbon and super braid lines. 

*Get Out There
 Southern Illinois bass fishing in the 
fall is black and white and red hot. We 
still have a few dates left open during 
peak time periods for guided trips and 
also for discount lodging packages in 
our cabins. This special region offers 

something for everyone and is a great 
place to plan a family vacation, a company 
trip, or just to get in some time with old 
fishing buddies. A wide variety of fishing 
options for many species abound here, but 
in the fall, chasing black and temperate 
bass species is always a top option and 
shouldn’t be missed, so make the time to 
get out there…

WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.com
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BEAR HUNTING AND FISHING IN NORTHWEST 
ONTARIO 2018

By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits

(309) 694-1774
 My wife Deb and I arrived in Canada on 
Saturday, August 11th. As always the scenery 
was breathtaking with assorted Pine, Birch 
and Aspen trees covering the countryside 
and seemingly, everywhere you look a rocky-
shored lake! We wasted no time unloading 
the truck and trailer for our 10-day stay in 
cabin #5 at Gold Arrow Camp in Perrault 
Falls, Ontario. Our hosts Todd and Angie 
Heath are old friends with whom we stayed 
back in 2016 when we had our first foray into 
the wilds of Canada, and I harvested my first 
Black Bear. After putting away gear and food 
brought for the trip, we got together with 
Todd and viewed the recent trail cam images 
of the bait sites he had set aside for Deb 
and me to hunt this season. Several large 
Bears were frequenting Deb’s site, including 
a very nice Cinnamon color phase bear that 
she hoped to get a shot at! My site had less 
traffic but was being visited daily by one very 
nice large Bear and I was excited to get my 
shot at him. Todd told us to meet him at the 
office the next morning and we would go out 
with him to see the sites as he baited them 
and put up our stands. 
 On day two, the drive to the area we would 
be hunting took almost an hour over dusty logging 
roads until we reached an old gravel pit where 
we parked the box trailer that held our Arctic Cat 
ATVs which we would use to ride an additional 
3-4 miles even further off the beaten path to our 
bait sites. My site proved to the easiest to reach 
and was only about 3 miles from the trailer site. 
Todd and I marked the entry trail I would walk on 
foot 50 yards or so and placed a ladder stand near 
the spot where my Bear would be arriving. After 
a few tree trimmings to clear a shooting lane, we 
headed back to the trailer site and rode another 
4 miles or so the opposite direction to Deb’s bait 
location. After a winding ride down her ATV trail, 
crossing two small bridges Todd had constructed 
over a couple creeks and skirting around one of 
the largest Beaver dams I had ever seen, we 
found Deb’s site and marked the trail where she 
would walk 50-60 yards into the dense forest. 
Her ladder stand had already been placed the 

previous day and was nestled neatly 15 feet 
up into a Jack Pine some 15 yards from her 
bait spot.  At this point we left quietly and rode 
back to the trailer site leaving the ATVs locked 
inside and waited three days till August 15th, the 
opening day of Fall Bear Season in Ontario. Come 
opening day we would be about 6-8 miles apart, 
some 30 miles from Gold Arrow Camp and alone 
in the woods 
of Northwest 
Ontario!
 U p o n 
arriving back at 
camp, I decided I 
would walk over 
the hill to Jackfish 
Lake and try my luck at catching a few Walleyes 
or Perch. Armed with a couple spinning rods, 
some jigs and a bucket of minnows, I proceeded 
to catch a few fish and was quickly rewarded 
with a nice 20” Walleye right off the dock! This 
was the largest Walleye I had ever caught up 
to that point! If this was a taste of what was 
to come this trip, I was very much looking 
forward to doing some more fishing! Then after 
a picture, I released the fish back into the lake 
unharmed since the camp has a self-imposed 
limit of anything over 18 inches being returned 
to the water to preserve the breeding stock for 
future recruitment of the species! Not to worry 
though, I managed to catch enough smaller fish 
for a nice mess for the frying pan.  We ended up 
with Walleyes, Perch, a couple nice Northern 
Pike and a Smallmouth Bass to boot!

25 Thunderbird Circle
Litchfield, IL 62056

(217) 324-6031

 The next couple of 
days were a mixture of 
more fishing and some 
sightseeing. We made 
a visit down the road 
to Dutchie’s Trading 
Post and saw another 
old friend from last trip, 
who owns and operates 
the local gas, food and souvenir spot! We 
topped off our gas tank and bought a loaf of 
my favorite Canadian Rye bread to go along 
with our fish fry’s for the week, browsed a few 
T-shirts and then headed back to Gold Arrow. 
Meeting up again with Todd on the evening of 
the 14th, we checked out the most recent trail 
cam pictures of our bait sites and were very 
pleased that our baits had continued to have 
visitors. Several bears still were hitting Deb’s 
spot, but the big Cinnamon had quit coming in 
for the past two days! We were confident he 
was still around, and my site was still seeing 
the big Boar that made a daily appearance, 
so we were optimistic leading into Opening 

Day! Needless to say, the night of the 14th 
was sleepless for me in anticipation of an 
encounter with the very large Bear visiting my 
hunting site, and Deb was equally anxious to 
see what her location had in store. 
 The morning of the 15th arrived and with 
the sounds of Loons on Jackfish Lake and a 
few Ravens making a ruckus, we woke at 
about 7Am. We had some coffee and a light 
breakfast and then tried our hand at some 
morning fishing at a different location on the 
same lake catching a few more Walleyes for 
the freezer along with Deb’s first Canadian 
Smallmouth, a stout 2 pounder that put up a 
solid fight before being netted! About noon, 
we put the fishing gear away and began 
preparing for the first day on the Bear stands. 
Following a couple showers with scent control 
soap, and getting dressed in our previously 
scent treated Tru Timber Camo, we decided 
to head out to the bait sites a bit earlier than 
normal. Usually we would arrive at the hunting 
locations around 3-3:30 in the afternoons and 
plan to sit until dark. However, this season we 

www.actionpwrsports.com
Like us on Facebook @ Action Powersports Illinois

Deb’s Stand

Bob’s 20 incher



strange!” I looked through my binoculars and 
sure enough, the bait had not been eaten… 
about the same instant I heard the covey of 
Grouse flush once more, flying back towards 
the direction from which I had spooked them! 
Then I heard the telltale sounds of something 
large moving through the brush… looking up 
the hill to where the sounds were coming from 
I see the large black shape moving towards 
the bait pile! Then it dawned on me, by 
spooking the covey of Grouse, I had scared 
the Bear off the bait and now he was coming 
back to finish his meal! Had it not been for the 
Grouse, I would have walked up the trail and 
been greeted on the ground, face to face with 
a nearly 300 lb hungry Bear!  I then loaded a 
bolt onto my Parker crossbow and shouldered 
the weapon. The Bear sauntered in sniffing 
the air for any scent of trouble and proceeded 
to finish the meal he from which he was so 
rudely interrupted!  The bear offered a perfect 
quartering away shot at 15 yards and decided 
to take it! The Bear leapt up, growled loudly 
and ran less than 20 yards before crashing 
into the brush. The “Death Moan” told me my 
arrow struck true and looking at my watch, I 
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decided to get a jump on 
the day and try to be in the 
stands around 2-2:30 since 
the bears had been visiting 
the baits earlier in the day 
than in past seasons. 
 This would turn out to 
be a good decision! After 
the hour-plus drive to the 
trailer site, Deb and I departed for the baits 
sites on the ATVs at about 2 o’clock.  By the 
time we parked the ATVs about 250 yards from 
the entrance trails to our bait sites and got into 
our stands it would be nearly 2:30. I actually 
kicked up a covey of Ruffed Grouse at the 
entrance to my site as I was coming in on foot, 
which really startled me, as I was not expecting 
a dozen, or so chicken sized birds to fly right 
in front of me! As I walked into the woods I 
could see that my bait site appeared to have 
already been hit as the bucket was knocked 
over… damn, I thought… but I would still sit 
the stand a see if he came back for seconds. 
Upon getting situated in the stand I noticed 
that the bait was still lying on the ground 
beside the toppled bucket and thought, “That’s 

Todd Hodgson
217-473-1009

Gary Hodgson
217-81-7975

EVERGREEN LAKE & COMLARA PARK
GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.

309-434-6770
www.McleanCountyIL.gov/parks

13001 Recreation Area Dr., 
Hudson, IL 61748

(10 miles N. of Bloomington/
Normal off I-39)

noticed all of this had 
happened in a matter 
of 12 Minutes! I 
had sat down in my 
stand at 2:15 and by 
2:27, I had harvested 
a nearly 300 lb 
Canadian Black Bear!
 Having no 
Cellular service in 
my location, I had to walk back to the ATV 
and ride up to where the truck was parked 
to call Gold Arrow Camp for some help using 
my Onstar in the Pickup. Angie answered the 
phone and was quite surprised I had scored so 
quickly. With no word from Deb as of yet, and 
Todd was still out baiting sites at another area 
and would not be able to get to me for a while, 
I sat in the truck and had a bottle of water 
and a snack waiting for help to arrive. After 
about 45 minutes I noticed in the rearview 
mirror the headlights of Deb’s ATV coming up 
the trail from the direction of her stand site! I 
stepped out of the truck and she seemed very 
surprised to see that I had beat her back to the 
truck. I asked if she had gotten a bear and her 
smile told me yes!
 Deb relayed the details of her hunt as 
follows… her bait had already been hit when 
she got to her site and after about 90 minutes 
on stand, she had a bear come in and check the 
bait. He was not the large Cinnamon bear she had 
been hoping for, but she nonetheless watched 

as he checked out the entire bait site and laid 
down rolling around on the ground near the spot 
before finally walking off in the direction he had 
come from. She hung her Parker crossbow back 
on the hook and sat back to wait some more only 
to see the smaller bear come back into the site to 
double check the missing bait yet again. Deb again 
considered shooting him only to hang the bow up 
one more time letting the bear explore the area to 
his content. He soon quickly departed again and 
Deb settled in for yet another wait. This proved to 
be a short wait as another bear came in to check 
the bait and appeared to have a large hump on his 
back making Deb think he was considerably larger. 
He stepped into an area with sunlight filtering 
through the canopy and she noticed a reddish tint 
to the longer coat on this bear’s back. He checked 
the bait site and turned over the baseboard and a 
couple logs giving Deb a perfect broadside shot 
at 15 yards. Not being sure if this was the same 
bear seen twice before, she decided that the third 
time’s a charm and took the shot. The bear jumped 
up quickly and ran off the direction he came from 
and crashed loudly into the brush not even 10 yards 
from where she shot him. Seeing where the bear 
crashed and hearing the moan, she knew he was 
down for the count and exited her stand checking 
for a cell signal. Having no signal at the bait site, 
she walked to her ATV and rode back to the truck 
where she knew we could get a cellular signal and 
was then greeted by me. We had two bears down 
and it was less than two hours into our hunt. 
 We put in a second call to Angie back at 

Deb’s Smallie

Bob’s Bear
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FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER 
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off1 

THE X590 OFFERS ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION, 
POWER STEERING, POWER LIFT...ALL AT A GREAT 
PRICE! 

NEW XUV 835R COMES 
WITH HEAT & AIR 
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XUV835R 

3.9% Financing for 60 
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309-266-5928 
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SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!  

The Spoon River Valley 
Scenic Drive Associates 

invite you to come to 
Fulton County to enjoy the 

natural wonders of the Spoon 
River Valley. Featuring Arts, 

Antiques, Crafts, 
Entertainment, Flea Market 

and Lots of Good Food!

309-647-8980 • Email: spoonriverdrive@mail.com
Web: SpoonRiverDrive.org

October 6, 7, 13 & 14, 2018

Gold Arrow Camp 
who was thrilled at 
our success! Not 
long after, Todd finally 
arrived and retrieval 
of our trophies began! 
Upon locating the 
downed bears, we 
field dressed the 
bruins for the trip back to camp and it was 
during the dressing that we discovered both 
bears were taken with a shot directly through 
each heart, making for a short run and easy 
recovery with no tracking! Upon arriving back 
at camp, Angie greeted us and almost everyone 
in camp assembled to see the fruits of our hunt! 
The bears were 
hoisted on the 
crossbar game pole 
to hang overnight 
and bleed out, and 
skinning the bears 
would take place 
in daylight early the 
next day following 
pictures of Deb and 
me together with 
our bears!
 It was relayed to us the following day 
that in the over 30 years that Todd has been 
at Gold Arrow Camp, this was the first time 
he can think of that a Husband/Wife team 
both tagged a double on opening day of Fall 
Bear Season! So we have set the pace for 
the rest of the season and at the writing of 
this article I believe the success rate at Gold 
Arrow Camp exceeds 80%! My bear weighed 
in the neighborhood of 300 lbs and Deb’s bear 
was about 225 lbs and had a unique Cinnamon 
“Cowlick” running the length of his back. Deb 
and I both skinned and processed our own 
bears and the meat was packaged using our 
Sportsman Model Food saver for the trip home 
to Illinois! The bear hides have been delivered 
to our good friend and taxidermist Seth Lekies 
of Chasn Tail Taxidermy located in Trivoli, 
Illinois. The bears will be mounted full-bodied 
together. The display will be made “diorama 
style” by me complete with an actual Birch 
log from a tree Todd and 
I cut down from the site 
in Ontario specifically to 
be used in the display. 
Hopefully Seth will have 
the bears mounted and 
I’ll have the diorama 
completed in time for the 
Elmwood All Outdoors 
Show this coming March! 
 The remainder of or trip included more 
fishing and a trip by boat this time to a 
landlocked lake named Caribou Lake. Caribou 
is known for giving up big walleyes and we 
were not disappointed as I managed to break 

my newly established record and landed a 
Walleye over 25 inches long and about 5 
lbs! The fish was photographed and promptly 
released back into the lake to fight again. We 
managed to catch a nice stringer of Walleyes 
and Pike that day and filleted them for the trip 
back home. Another highlight of the trip was 
a nearly 60-mile roundtrip trail ride on our 
ATVs to see the cliff lookout and river rapids 
above Aerobus Lake. We spent several hours 
on the trail and got to see firsthand some very 
beautiful scenery! Also on our next to last 
day in camp we drove about 8 miles out to a 
huge wild blueberry patch and spent about an 
hour or so picking and eating Wild Canadian 
Blueberries! This is a delicacy not to be 
missed I can assure you! Also a first, we spent 
an evening sampling Blueberry Beer at a local 
joint called the Whiskey Jack celebrating our 
trip with friends/hosts Todd and Angie… and 
the Whiskey Jack’s Gold Arrow version Hot/
BBQ wings were another treat! Overall, our 10 
days in Ontario went by way 
too quickly and Deb and I will 
have many great memories 
and accomplishments to 
remember until our next trip 
north and back to Gold Arrow 
in 2020! It’s going to be hard 
to beat this trip, but I thought 
that about the last trip north in 2016.
 
Todd and Angie Heath can be reached at their 

winter address (Oct 1 – May 1) 
Gold Arrow Camp

2104 North Binkley Road 
Larwill, IN 46764
(260) 327-3406

www.fishandhuntontario.com

FLIGINGER’S OUTDOOR POWER CENTER
1900 S. MAIN • MORTON, IL 61550

309-266-5928

 Feel free to visit their website and 
contact them for your own adventure of a 
lifetime and be sure and tell them Bob and 
Deb sent you! 
 Seth Lekies of  Chasn Tail Taxidermy can 
be reached for all your Taxidermy needs by 

calling him at (309) 303-0706 or by checking him 
out on Facebook at Chasn Tail Taxidermy. I had 
a blast sharing the highlights of the trip with all 
of you and until next month, Good Fishing, Good 
Hunting and I hope to see you on the water or in 
the field somewhere this Fall!

Bear Hunting . . . continued

Deb’s Bear

Bob and Deb with 
their bears

Bob’s 5 lb. 
Walleye

Deb picking 
blueberries
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OPEN:
Mon.-Sat.

at 7aM

208 N. Lincoln Dr. • Troy, MO 63379

(636) 528-4060

BUZZY’S TACKLE
Quality Tackle • Fishing Permits • Live Bait • Hunting Permits

DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE!

810 Deal St. • Highland, IL

618-654-3813
korte-meats.com

PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 
Variety of Bratwurst, Variety of Burger, Breakfast Sausage, Polish Sausage, 

Variety of Salami, Variety of Salami Sticks, Bacon, Bologna, Hot Dogs, 
Jerky, Summer Sausage and Snack Sticks

OPEN: Tues - Fri 8am - 6pm & Sat 8am - 3:30pm
Drop off during Archery season: Sunday 9:30am-10:30am & 7pm-8pm and Mondays 8am-10am

Check Facebook for Weekend Hours During the Seasons!

MDC CO-HOSTS ANNUAL YOUTH DEER HUNTING 
CLINIC IN HAWK POINT OCT. 13
By  Dan Zarlenga
HAWK POINT, MO — The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) wants 
to help youths discover why Missouri 
is such a great place to hunt deer.  MDC 
is partnering again this year with the 
Annual Cuivre River Wildlife Management 
Association to host the Lincoln County 
Youth Deer Hunting Clinic in Hawk Point on 
Saturday, Oct. 13, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
 The purpose of the day-long clinic is 
to provide area youth with the opportunity 
to learn about deer hunting basics from 
experienced adults.  The event is free 
and is open to all youth, ages 6-15, but an 

adult mentor must attend with the youth. 
The event will be held at a private 
shooting range in the Hawk Point area and 
all participants will have an opportunity 
to hone their skills with archery, rifle, 
shotgun and atlatl stations.  Participants 
will also learn about deer hunting, safety 
and regulations. 
 Local MDC conservation agents and 
members of the Cuivre River Wildlife 
Management Association will provide 
hands-on instruction for a safe and positive 
learning environment. All equipment, 
firearms and ammunition will be provided.   

 Although this youth deer hunting clinic is free, space is limited.  Participants must 
register by calling the Troy NRCS office at 636-528-4877, ext. 3.  Registration closes Oct. 9.  

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:

 BATTERIES FOR:
Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone, 

Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack 
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.  

We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!

When you think batteries…............THINK

DEEP
CYCLE

Participants of the 2017 Youth Deer Hunting Clinic with staff from MDC and 
the Cuivre River Wildlife Management Association. The two organizations 

are hosting the clinic again this year on Oct. 13 in Hawk Point.
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MDC MOVES FORWARD WITH SCHELL-
OSAGE WETLAND RENOVATION
By Bill Graham

Our Prices Won’t Be Beat On War Eagle Boat, Motor & Trailer Packages!!!

BACKWATERS MARINE
4136 Pontoon Rd. • Granite City, IL

sales@backwatersmarine.com
618-931-0919 • www.backwatersmarine.com

War Eagle 648 LDV with 25hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller: War Eagle 648 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate 
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War Eagle 860 with 50hp Evinrude E-TEC Tiller:  
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Lights, 50hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . . $14,695.00

War Eagle 754 with 40hp Evinrude E-TEC: War 
Eagle 754 LDV, Camo, Tread Plate Floor, Navigation 
Lights, 40hp Tiller, Prop, Trailer . . . . .$12,795.00*

WE DELIVER ALL OVER THE MIDWEST! WE WON’T BE 
UNDERSOLD . . . CALL US TODAY!

Custom, All-Aluminum Duck Boat Blinds & Flotation Pods!

OPEN: M-F 10am-6pm
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Other Times By Appt.

Schell City, MO – The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) is in the early stages of 
a major renovation for wetlands, levees and 
Schell Lake at the Schell-Osage Conservation 
Area. It is anticipated that some tree removal 
where construction will occur will begin this 
fall and winter. The renovation will improve the 
area’s wetlands for waterfowl and shorebirds, 
improve the fishery at Schell Lake, and reduce 
long-term flood damages.
 MDC completed the draining of Schell 
Lake in June and July, and it will remain 
drained. The renovation will move forward as 
weather and construction contracts allow. A 
final completion date for the entire project has 
not been determined.
 The wetlands will be unavailable for 
waterfowl hunting through at least the 2018 
and 2019 seasons, including this year’s teal 
season. Schell Lake is not available to anglers. 
The Wildlife Refuge and Waterfowl Refuge and 
Waterfowl Hunting zone closures remain in effect 
on the same acreage as in the past. Access to 
these areas will be closed Oct. 15-Jan. 31.
 Anglers can still fish in Atkinson Lake 
and the upper area of Truman Lake, fed by 
the Osage River. The lake borders the 8,633-
acre conservation area in Vernon and St. Clair 
counties. Upland fields and forests that are not 
within a wildlife refuge boundary will remain 
open to hunting, hiking, and birding.
 When completed, the renovation project 
will provide multiple benefits for native habitats, 
wildlife, and people who enjoy the outdoors.
 A more natural floodplain function will be 
restored. When Truman Lake was completed 
in 1979, flooding increased in frequency, 
depth, and duration on the Schell-Osage 
wetlands. The change made marsh habitat 
management more challenging, increased 
high-water damage to levees and roads, and 
added to sedimentation. Some of the water 
control structures are more than 50 years old 
and failing due to age.
 The renovation will install low-profile 
levees that are strategically located for the 
area’s current hydrology. Floodwater will be 
able to flow over levee tops without causing 
major damage. Modern designs, along with 
concrete floodways and improved water control 
structures, will minimize sediment deposits and 
make it easier to manage vegetation and water 
levels to best benefit wildlife.
 A pump station will benefit the wetlands 
and both lakes. In the past, water to flood 
wetlands in autumn was delivered from Schell 
and Atkinson lakes or from Truman Lake using 
a portable pump. A modern electric pump 
station will be installed during the renovation 
to draw water from the Osage River arm 
of Truman Lake. This will reduce hazards 
associated with pumping from the river bank 
with a tractor-mounted pump and increase 
efficiency of water management. It will also 
reduce the need to utilize water from the 

area’s lakes for filling wetlands, which will 
improve aquatic habitat in both lakes.
 The renovation will improve the quality 
of the waterfowl refuge. Two critical refuge 
functions are providing food and undisturbed 
resting places for migrating waterfowl. Schell 
and Atkinson lakes serve as deep water refuge. 
These areas provide rest but little food.
 See Lake will be refuge and an area north 
of C Pool will be enhanced to provide quality 
feeding habitat. These areas will be managed 
to promote native, moist-soil plants that produce 
seeds and host insects utilized as food by 
waterfowl. Food is essential to help waterfowl 
replenish fat reserves expended during 
migration. That leads to good health and more 
reproduction on the spring nesting grounds.
 An added bonus, this new arrangement 
of the refuge areas – shallow marshes to the 
north and lakes to the south – will encourage 
ducks to fly back and forth.  That should make 
the blinds in the hunting pools in between 
better for hunter success.
 MDC will maintain blinds for waterfowl 
hunting. The tradition of waterfowl hunting 
from a duck blind on Schell-Osage began 
in 1964. That tradition will continue. Some 
blind locations will be eliminated due to 
reconfiguring pools, but some new locations 
will be added.  Regardless, the overall number 
of blinds on the area will be the same. There 
will be 25 standard blinds and two designed 
for use by hunters with mobility challenges. 
The blinds will also provide excellent wildlife 
photography opportunities in the spring.
 Anglers will benefit from the renovation, 
too. The western portion of Schell Lake was 
very shallow, which was not good for fish 
or fishing. This portion of the lake will be 

combined with C pool to create additional 
managed wetlands and new hunting blind 
sites. The new section of the lake dam and 
eastern two-thirds of the lake will get several 
rock-lined fishing jetties, a disabled-accessible 
fishing area, and a better boat ramp.  Most 
importantly, some areas of the lake will be 
deepened and some of the material will be 
used to create islands.
 For anglers, the new jetties, deeper 
water, and island structure, means the best 
days for fishing at Schell Lake are ahead.
 MDC appreciates the public’s patience 
as the long-planned renovation project 
progresses. In 2004, MDC kicked off a Golden 
Anniversary Wetlands Initiative to improve the 

state’s five oldest wetland management areas. 
Schell-Osage is the last wetland on the list to 
receive renovations.
 The public can follow plans and work 
progress via a periodically updated web 
page, https://short.mdc.mo.gov/Z5C. Those 
interested will also find a link on that page to 
sign up for updates via email.
 For information about other MDC 
wetlands and waterfowl hunting opportunities, 
visit http://mdc.mo.gov.

MDC’s renovation of wetlands and Schell Lake 
at the Schell-Osage Conservation Area will 

improve habitat quality for migrating waterfowl.
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• Best Recoil Pads
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P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010
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MDC, CFM ASK DEER HUNTERS 
TO SHARE THE HARVEST
By Joe Jerek

JEFFERSON CITY, MO -- The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) and the 
Conservation Federation of Missouri (CFM) 
encourage deer hunters around the state to 
share their harvests through the state’s Share 
the Harvest program. Deer season in Missouri 
runs from Sept. 15 through Jan. 15, 2019.
 Administered by MDC and CFM, Share the 
Harvest coordinates the efforts of thousands 
of deer hunters, numerous participating 
meat processors, many local supporting 
organizations, and statewide sponsors to help 
feed hungry Missourians.
 The National Institutes of Health state 
that children need protein in their diets for 
proper growth and development, and adults 
need it to maintain good health. Yet many 
Missourians can’t afford or can’t get to good 
sources of protein. Through Share the Harvest, 
Missouri hunters can help provide those in 
need with high-quality protein in the form of 
naturally lean, locally harvested deer meat.
 Thousands of Missouri deer hunters 
donated more than 289,200 pounds of venison 
to the program last deer season – including 
nearly 5,600 whole white-tailed deer. Since 
the program was started in 1992, Share the 
Harvest has provided nearly 4 million pounds 
of lean, healthy venison to help feed hungry 
Missourians.
 The program works by deer hunters 
donating their extra venison -- from several 
pounds to whole deer -- to participating meat 
processors throughout the state who grind 
and package the deer meat. The packaged 
venison is then given to local food banks and 
food pantries for distribution to Missourians in 

“2018 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunting Regulations 
and Information” booklet, online at huntfish.
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/deer/
deer-share-harvest, or by calling MDC at 573-
751-4115 or CFM at 573-634-2322.
 
DONATING DEER FROM A CWD-POSITIVE 
COUNTY?
 Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a 
deadly illness for white-tailed deer and 
other members of the deer family, called 
cervids. There have been no known cases of 
CWD infecting people, but the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) strongly 
recommends having deer tested for CWD if 
harvested in an area known to have cases of 
the disease. The CDC also recommends not 
eating meat from animals that test positive 
for CWD. Cases of CWD are relatively rare 
in Missouri with 75 confirmed in free-ranging 
deer since 2012
 Deer donated to Share the Harvest must 
be tested for CWD if harvested from any of 
these 11 counties where CWD has been 
found: Adair, Cedar, Cole, Franklin, Jefferson, 
Linn, Macon, Perry, Polk, St. Clair, and Ste. 
Genevieve.
 These deer can only be donated through 
processors participating in the Share the 
Harvest CWD Testing Program and located in 
or near any of the 11 CWD-positive counties. 
Find participating processors at mdc.mo.gov/
cwd under “Sharing the Harvest.”
 Hunters can have their deer sampled for 

need of food assistance.
 To get Share the Harvest venison, contact 
local food banks or food pantries.
 “Hunters started Share the Harvest 
because they saw a need in their 
communities,” said MDC Director Sara Parker 
Pauley. “And hunters remain the driving force 
behind this popular program that helps feed 
our fellow Missourians who are in need. We 
sincerely thank the thousands of deer hunters 
who support Share the Harvest, along with 
the many participating meat processors and 
sponsors.”
 Processing fees are covered entirely or in 
part by numerous local sponsors, along with 
statewide sponsors that include: MDC, CFM, 
Shelter Insurance, Bass Pro Shops, Missouri 
Chapter Whitetails Unlimited, Missouri 
Chapter Safari Club International, Missouri 
Chapter National Wild Turkey Federation, 
Drury Hotels, Midway USA Inc., Missouri Deer 
Hunters Association, and Missouri Food Banks 
Association.
 “Share the Harvest is a partnership 
of citizens, agencies, organizations, and 
corporations working together to provide 
healthy, protein-rich meat to those who may 
otherwise go without,” said CFM Executive 
Director Brandon Butler. “Hunters across 
Missouri should be proud of this outstanding 
program.”
 Hunters should contact individual 
processors to determine what funds are 
available. The cost of processing is the hunter’s 
responsibility when funds to help cover the full 
cost of processing are not available.
 Find participating processors in MDC’s 

CWD before donating the animals. They must 
present the CWD barcode number provided 
at the sampling location to the participating 
processor as proof of sampling. Hunters 
may also present their unsampled deer for 
donation to participating processors in or near 
any of the 11 counties and the processor will 
collect a sample for testing.
 Hunters wishing to donate their deer 
from CWD-positive counties to Share the 
Harvest and preserve the cape of their deer 
for taxidermy are reminded that deer with the 
head removed are not eligible for donation 
unless a sample was collected and a sample 
number is provided.
 Deer harvested outside of the 11 CWD-
positive counties do not need to be tested for 
donation to Share the Harvest and may be 
taken to any Share the Harvest processor.

MDC and CFM encourage deer hunters 
to Share the Harvest by donating extra 

venison to help feed hungry Missourians.
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A Great Year To Catch Cats And Crappie With B’n’M.
Three “Silver Cat Magnum” Rods for hauling in the heaviest 
catfish, and our exclusiveline of “Duck Commander” 
Crappie Poles and Rods.
Snag ‘em while they’re hot . . .
at your local retailer or at
www.bnmpoles.com

Post Office Box 231, West Point, MS 39773
Toll Free: 1-800-647-6363 • Voice 662-494-5092

Office Hours: 7 am - 5 pm CST

BOW STAND 
MUSINGS

   I think 
about a lot of 
things other 
than bow 

hunting while sitting on a stand. Most 
other bowhunters I talk to say they do the 
same thing. Obviously bow hunting is not 
all about killing a deer.
 Every time I start the climb into a bow 
stand, I start the process by thinking about 
safety. That thought in and of itself insures 
that I utilize a safety harness. It has been 
a learned behavior. In my younger days I 
climbed a few trees without a harness. 
Most hunters do the same at some point. 
Bad choice.
 Injuries connected to bow hunting 
from elevated stands are most often 
serious. Falls from several feet seldom 
end well. Every bow hunter knows 
someone who has been injured as a result 
of a fall from a tree stand.
 A study of Wisconsin bowhunters 

found that 6.0 percent of 10,000 
bowhunters experienced  a fall from a 
tree stand in 2009. As a result of training 
the figure dropped to 3.6 percent by 
2013. Wisconsin’s 750,000 bow, gun and 
crossbow hunters still experience 300 to 
500 tree stand related injuries every year.
 Feet and leg injuries are the most 
common from tree stand falls. Apparently 
most falls occur as hunters are descending 
a tree. Many of the falls are contribute to 
the fact that some hunters detach their 
safety harness rope while climbing down. 
 Many hunters are paralyzed each year 
by falls. Numerous deaths are recorded 
each archery season as well. The vast 
majority could have been avoided with 
proper safety measures. 
 Most falls are attributed to being in 
a hurry, carelessness and poor judgment. 
Studies indicate that most falls occur 
within ten feet of the ground, and that 74 
percent of falls take place while climbing 

up or down or while hanging or removing 
a stand. Paying particular attention to 
detail while performing these tasks can 
greatly reduce the chance of a fall.
 In the last ten years, two of my 
outdoor writer buddies have fallen from 
deer stands, which resulted in traumatic 
injuries.  Both of them had written articles 
about tree stand safety. However, 80 
percent of tree stand users think it will 
never happen to them. Over 50 percent 
of the hunters utilizing fall arrest systems 
today, have had a fall or close call.
 One of the above mentioned fall 
victims was in his mid sixties. A Navy pilot 
in Vietnam, he survived being shot down, 
because of his good decision making. It 
seemed ironic that he came home and 
fell out of tree stand, because he didn’t 
wear a harness. He went to sleep and fell 
12 feet. The result was a broken back, 
numerous ribs broken and a punctured 
lung. It took months to recover.
 The second writer fall victim 
fell almost 30 feet. His injuries were 
catastrophic. Had it not been for his 
regaining consciousness and being able 
to use his cell phone, he most certainly 
would have died in the woods. Numerous 
surgeries were required to mend a broken 

back, leg, arm and many ribs. He missed 
over a year of work and is still recovering 
three years later. Physically he will never 
be the same.
 What did these guys think about after 
the fall and during recovery? Both clearly 
stated that they felt they had enough 
experience with stands that it couldn’t 
happen to them. One of them also said 
that his ignorance almost cost him the 
ability to see his family again. He could 
have easily died.
 Occasionally falls are the fault of poorly 
manufactured stands, or poorly maintained 
stands or normal wear and tear. Justin 
Sapp, of Keepin‘ in the Ozarks TV Show, 
experienced a fall early in the 2017 bow 
season. Wisely, he was wearing his fall 
arrest system. The end of one of his stand 
cables broke where it attaches to the stand. 
 Every stand is a piece of equipment 
which needs to be maintained like any other 
piece of equipment. A point to remember 
is that a stand is a piece of equipment 
which can cost you your life, should it fail. 
Maintain it. Check it often. Use it with 
caution and live to see your family again.
 Most bow hunters are attuned to 
remaining vigilant while on the stand. 
They are there with the intention of 

By Bill Cooper
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2218 Court St. • Pekin, IL 61554 • 309-347-8610
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LOCALLY BY:

GREG’S 
GARAGE DOOR
Sales & Service

Insured

NEW LOCATION: 3250 Fields Dr. • Bettendorf, IA 52722
563-243-4696 • RandRSportsInc.com

…is the Premier Outfitter in the Area! 
CALL our knowledgeable staff for help with all your hunting and fishing needs…

Large supply of hunting, fishing & marine equip. 
Special orders available at no additional cost!

Lots of Firearms & Discounted Bows!

MEL’S SPORTING GOODS

618.662.8663

• Custom Built Bowstrings
• Pro Shop
• Indoor Range
•  NOW SELLING                

FIREARMS!

HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 10am - 7pm

Sat 9am - 3pm

520 S. Elm • Flora, IL 62839
Rt 50 to Flora, Main St. South over tracks, right at 3-story Self Storage

harvesting a deer or turkey with their bow. 
Paying attention to every detail increases 
the odds of making a harvest.
 I climbed into my bow stand this 
season for the first time with a lot of things 
on my mind. It was on a Friday. On Monday a 
writer friend in Arkansas had been mauled 
by a buffalo. Tuesday another writer friend 
was mauled by a cow. Both men went 
to the hospital. On Wednesday, a good 
friend’s mother passed away. On Thursday 
one of my very best outdoor writer friends 
passed away suddenly from a heart attack. 
Friday morning a childhood friend passed 
away. It had been a rough week.
 I paused at the bottom of my ladder 
stand and thought about each of them. I also 
thought of my wife, kids and grandchildren. 
I smiled as I latched my harness rope to the 
stand and began my climb.
 The woods were ablaze with color. 
The cool, fall breeze proved invigorating. 
I sat in one of my favorite outdoor worlds, 
the deer woods. I thought about all of my 
friends and the pain and suffering that 
had come to pass during the previous 
week. I thought of little else, other than 
remembering to visually check every joint 

of my stand for cracks.
 I didn’t notice the big, fat doe that 
had slipped to within thirty yards. I caught 
movement only when she stepped fully 
into the open. I simply wasn’t in the mood 
to take a shot. My woods and the tree 
stand had provided healing for the day. 
Venison would come another day. 

ZANCHA’S GUNS & AMMO
BUY • SELL • TRADE

AREA’S LARGEST STOCKING GUN DEALER!
Glock Stocking Dealer, Henry Gold Dealer . . . 

We Carry All Major Brands!
Find Lots of Accessories & Reloading Supplies:
Brass, Bullets, Powder, Primers, Shot & Wads

217-873-6567
108 EAST STATE ST., LOVINGTON IL 61937

guns@zanchasguns.com • www.ZanchasGuns.comM-F: 10am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

Climbing into and out of tree 
stands is when hunters at the most 

risk of falling or having 
an equipment failure.

CHANDLERVILLE, IL – A public drawing 
for the allocation of trapping permits for 
Jim Edgar Panther Creek State Fish and 
Wildlife Area will be held on Sat., Oct. 6, 
2018 at 1:30 p.m. Registration will begin at 
1:00 p.m. at the site headquarters, located 
approximately five miles southeast of 
Chandlerville.
 One permit for each of the five 
trapping zones at the site will be allocated 
through a lottery-type drawing.  All 
persons attempting to enter the drawing 
must be in attendance, and have a current 
2018 trapping license in their possession.
 DP (Dog Proof) Traps, live traps, 
and traps of similar action may be used.  
Homemade dog-proof traps must be 
designed with a foothold trap no larger 
than a #2 in an enclosed wood, metal, 
or durable plastic container with a single 
access opening of no larger than 1½ inches 

in diameter.  All body-gripping traps must 
be totally submerged.
 All persons who draw JEPC trapping 
permits must obtain a free windshield 
card permit for the site by going online 
to the following web address:  https://
www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/Pages/
UplandGame.aspx
 Trappers will be required to report 
harvest/hunter trips at https://dnr.illinois.
gov/windshieldcard/index.asp no later 
than Feb.15 each year (or two weeks 
after the season closes for those seasons 
ending after Feb. 1).  Failure to report 
in this manner will result in forfeiture 
of hunting privileges at the site for the 
following year.
 For more information, contact Jim 
Edgar Panther Creek State Fish and 
Wildlife Area, P.O. Box 646, Ashland, IL 
62612, or phone 217-452-7741.

IDNR TO ALLOCATE TRAPPING 
PERMITS FOR JIM EDGAR 
PANTHER CREEK SFWA
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 The morning of September 8th dawned 
gray and overcast, but it didn’t dampen our 
excitement! This was a big day! No one in 
our family had ever been to a competition 
archery shoot. So this was a whole new 
ball game for us. Our oldest daughter, 
McCayla, loves Archery. So, a few months 
back we signed her up and began a summer 
of practicing for this state shoot. This shoot 
was held at the Pekin Park District Archery 
Range with the help of the Pekin Archers. 
It’s a fantastic range. You can check them 
out at http://www.pekinarchers.net/ 
 Now if you’ve read my other articles, 
you know McCayla wants to do things her 
way. With Archery, I give in, because I don’t 
want her to hate the sport. I want her to 
go as fast or as slow as she is comfortable 
with. So 5 or 6 days before this shoot was to 
take place, she finally decides to try sights 
on her bow. Not even a full week before the 
shoot! Ugh! Go figure!
 So, we send her to Presley’s outdoor 
store in Bartonville, IL with Aunt Jo, as both 
of us parents had to work. So off they go 
and the guy at the store put on a peep sight 
and the sights on her bow, for her. She took 
a couple shots there in the store and was 
satisfied. So, home they went, and then she 
practiced some more, when the peep sight 
came out of the string! The poor kid called 
me at work to ask what she had done wrong. 
I told her it wasn’t her fault, being at work I 
couldn’t say what had happened. 

 So, her dad, getting off work before I, 
went to the rescue. He picked her up and 
took her to Wolf Hollow in Chillicothe, IL, 
since there wasn’t time to run to Presley’s 
again. Where Larry fixed her bow and 
back she went to Aunt Jo’s to shoot until 
dark. (I think we’ve found a new place for 
our archery gear). So, for the next 2 days 
she practiced with a new peep sight and 
pins. Needless to say it wasn’t going well, 
because it’s like learning a whole new way 
of shooting. I know, because I went through 
the same thing when I switched over from 
no sights, to sights. I will give her an A + for 
effort. She just didn’t have enough time to 
get the sights dialed in. 
 So, she knew the competition would be 
strong. It didn’t help that the 2 kids paired 
with her were older and more prepared. So, 
with registration done, we waited to be told 
where her group would go first. She was so 
nervous she didn’t even want to practice. 
We saw familiar faces like Jen and Scott 
Adams, and Paul Burton, (our hero). It was 
off to the 3d targets for us! These are her 
favorite. So, the day was looking positive.
 Round after round, target after target, 
McCayla stood next to those two older kids 
and shot her arrows. I watched her smile 
when she heard the thwack of an arrow hit 
the target and I watched her face turn red 
when she heard the hiss of the arrow in 
the grass. She was trying. That’s all I asked 
of her. At about lunch time her frustration 

4H STATE ARCHERY SHOOT
By Crystal Routley

MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
  Guides & Outfitters 618/728-4328

Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71

Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign, 
turn south, follow signs

HUNT QUAIL ,  PHEASANT, 
CHUKAR,  DOVE & TURKEY!

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com
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GAMBER COVE
With over 10 well-stocked fishing lakes, miles of 

hiking trails, berry picking, mushroom hunting, swimming 
pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.

Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

www.GamberCove.net

Enjoy 315 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES

2525 N. Grand Ave. East
Springfield, IL 62702

Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408

EastSideMarine.com
esmboats@aol.com

SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

Roughneck 1660

Roughneck RX 1760dt

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

Lowe RX 1860 
Waterfowl 
EditionGet Ready for Fall 

Fishing and Hunting
New Lowe Rebates as 

much as $1,250 
until 12/31/18.

Delta Waterfowl 
discounts on 

all camo boats
 

“Lowe supports
 the Military:” Military 

discount on all boat packages.

WEBB’S VALLEY VIEW CAMPGROUND
OPEN APRIL 1st - OCTOBER 31st

RV & Tent Camping
Full Hookups

Quiet, Beautiful & Easy to get to!
SCHEDULED MUSIC WEEKENDS!

309-547-3183
17632 E. US Hwy 24 • Lewistown, IL • 2 miles east of Lewistown on US Hwy 24

LOCATED NEAR EMIQUON REFUGE & DICKSON MOUNDS

level was 8 out of 10 and she asked if she 
could quit and just go home. 
 I said no. You started this. You will 
finish. You don’t have to stay for the awards, 
but you do have to finish. So, after lunch the 
kids headed back to the targets. Now we 
were on the FITA targets, (large round hockey 
puck looking things). Here she seemed to 
do better. I think she went back to instinct 
shooting. She continued. Round after round. 
She started the day with 12 arrows, I gave 
her 6 of mine part way through the day. So, 
18 total and by the time she was done only 
3 were shootable.  I guess someone gets a 
lesson in arrow repair.
 So, disheartened she asked if we 
could just go and not stay for the awards 
and rankings. I gave in and agreed. It had 
been a long day for her. We headed home, 
knowing we had arrows to repair and 
improvements to make before she’d be 
ready to do that again. Our spirits were 
good as we pulled into the drive at home, 
until we pulled the bow case from the back 
of the truck. Her bow wasn’t in it! We had 
all the broken arrows, but no bow! Tossing 
the case back into the truck we hopped 
back in the truck and headed back. The 
45-minute drive to the range was spent 
thinking of who we could contact, hoping 
someone would still be there. 

 Hoping someone would have turned 
her bow into the instructors. When we 
arrived back at the range everyone was 
gone, and the gate was locked. We called 
everyone we could think of and finally 
tracked down Curt Sinclair! He was the guy 
in charge of the shoot. He called us back 
and he first wanted to know if McCayla 
had a good time. Then he told her not to 
panic….which we were….he said, Paul, 
her archery instructor from Woodford 
county had her bow. If not for Paul, she 
might never have seen her bow again and 

after spending all that time and effort to 
get it just right.  In the mean time we had 
also called our group leader, who called 
another person who was there that day and 
he told them the same thing, that Paul had 
saved it for her. 
 After learning her bow was safe, the 
long drive back didn’t seem so long and 
a lecture just didn’t feel right. I could tell 
she had learned her lesson and it had 
already been a long stressful day. So, we 
jammed to her favorite songs on the radio 
and blew the doors off every car at every 

stop light on the way home. ( I might be 
exaggerating) But making the truck rumble 
makes her smile.  
 So, our hero named Paul, took her bow 
to the 4H office there in Woodford county 
and told them who’s it was, as we didn’t 
have his contact info and he didn’t have 
ours. We are so very grateful for him and 
those like him. If ever you get the chance 
let your kids join 4H or volunteer like Paul 
and so many others do, please do. It’s not 
only a great organization, but it’s amazing 
people as well. 
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 Lake of the Ozarks guide Jack Uxa 
has a simple game plan for anglers to 
follow during autumn. 
 Targeting shallow isolated cover 
is Uxa’s recommendation. “Spend five 
minutes idling in the back of some no-
wake cove because you know there is 
one big stump or log back there,” he says. 
“If it is isolated cover a big bass can take 
ownership of that and the fish can be a 
like a little bulldog and come up and eat 
a buzz bait or some other type of reaction 
bait like a square-bill (crankbait) or you 
can pitch a jig to it.”
 The most productive shallow cover 
during autumn will be in the upper 
sections of the Grand Glaize, Linn Creek, 
Niangua, Little Niangua and the various 
creeks up the Osage arm.  Uxa notes that 
anglers wanting to fish the lower lake 
near Alhonna Resort can try Buck and 
Blue creeks or run up the Gravois arm.
  Uxa concentrates on the 20- to 30-
mile mark of the Osage arm because that 
is the area he frequently works through 
his business, Jack’s Guide Service, at 
Tan-Tar-A Resort.  So he suggests visiting 
anglers should also try familiar waters.   
“Go fish the area you know the best that 
way you can adapt the best,” he advises.  
 Isolated cover less than 2 feet deep 
on the flats in the backs of the creeks 
will hold the best fish.  Uxa recommends 
trolling around to find isolate logs, 
stumps, docks, sunken boat lifts, small 
stickups and any stuff your trolling motor 
knocks into that is below the surface. 
The most productive cover will be near 
deeper water.    “A lot of the spots are 
not going to be good,” warns Uxa. “You 
are going to fail about 90 percent of the 
time, but it only takes one big fish.”
 The presence of schools of shad or 
scattered baitfish will enhance the targeted 
area.  “Baitfish are going to be just about 
everywhere in October,” says Uxa.

 On the initial approach to a piece of 
shallow cover, anglers should run a buzz 
bait or fast-moving topwater plug over 
the target, according to Uxa.  Then they 
should follow up with a jig or another 
slow-moving lure such as a Texas-rigged 
Brush Hog or 10-inch plastic worm. Uxa 
favors a black buzz bait for his surface 
presentation and pitches a 1/2-ounce 
jig in a peanut butter and jelly hue with 
a green pumpkin Berkley Powerbait 
Chigger Chunk when he wants to probe 
into the cover. He prefers the heavy jig for 
a faster fall to trigger reaction strikes.
 “How that lure enters the water 
is really going to be critical,” says Uxa. 
“A lot of people are going to be making 
‘somewhat okay’ casts but you want 
your cast to enter the water really nice 
and quiet.”   The guide also recommends 
fishing the entire length of a shallow log 
and at different angles because a big 
bass could be holding anywhere on the 
piece of cover. 

KEY ON ISOLATED 
COVER FOR LAKE OF 
THE OZARKS BASS
by John Neporadny Jr.

 One detriment to fishing shallow 
during October is the dreaded turnover.  
“Our fall could be different this year,” says 
Uxa. “Since the water temp was cooler in 
August, the turnover could be earlier this 
year—and maybe not as intense.”
 The local guide notes that turnover 
doesn’t occur everywhere on the lake 
at the same time and the lake is big 
enough to find areas unaffected by this 
fall phenomenon. “If you are out there 
and nothing is going on, somewhere 
on this lake it is too good to keep it 
down for too long,” says Uxa. “There is 
somewhere on this lake where they are 
going to catch them.”
 Anyone coming to the lake for the 
first time should consider hiring a guide 
to learn more about the lake. “I will teach 

you a lot about where to go, where the 
resorts are or if there are any dangerous 
areas where you need to idle,” says Uxa.  
“I can definitely help you out there. If you 
have never fished docks or humps before, 
I can help you do that.”
 For information on lodging and other 
facilities at the Lake of the Ozarks or to 
receive a free vacation guide, call the 
Lake of the Ozarks Convention & Visitors 
Bureau at 1-800-FUN-LAKE or visit 
the Lake of the Ozarks Convention and 
Visitors Bureau web site at funlake.com.   

Copies of John Neporadny’s book, 
“THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing 
Guide” are available by calling 

573/365-4296 or visiting the website 
www.jnoutdoors.com.
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On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
Family Fun  • Reunions

Business Meetings • New Rooms

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950

CHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

MOVE THE
STAND
 You will learn from your mistakes or 
you will repeat them. This sums up how I 
harvested a nice Illinois nine pointer this 
year. The 2016 bow season was filled with 
errors and mistakes for this hunter. I had not 
put in the proper preparation and I paid for it 
dearly.  Close does not apply in our sport. It 
is all or nothing to celebrate success.
 I was determined not to repeat last 
year so I made a physical list and began 
step by step to improve my program. The 
first thing I did when April rolled around 
was to move the stand. I had seen many 
deer fifty yards to the south from the stand 
I was hunting. Few came into range. With 
some good conversation and scouting, my 
friend Doug Althide and I found a mature 
tree near the local watering hole. We 
made short work putting up the stand and 
cutting out the shooting lanes.
 The second thing was to re-work my 
bow. I had it re-strung. I purchased new 

arrows and switched over to a mechanical 
broad head. Lastly, I decided to purchase 
Luminox nocks. Having the ability to more 
effectively track deer, was critical moving 
forward. I dialed in my bow in the off 
season with more practice than usual. I 
was ready to hunt.
 On the first Thursday in November, I 
set up shop in my new spot. With some 
rattling and buck grunts, I called in a 
button buck and a six pointer. After fifteen 
minutes of watching them under my 
stand, I decided to take the button buck. 
This provided deer for the freezer and I 
was excited about what was next.
 I decided to go out again on the next 
Monday evening. It was a great hunt 
where I had 6 does under the stand at four 
o’ clock for about twenty minutes with 
no hint that I was sitting on top of them. 
No shots were taken.  I was looking for a 
mature buck and seeing all the doe, I was 
ready to come back, knowing a big buck 
would be in the neighborhood.
The very next night I got in about three o’ 
clock. The wind had shifted to the north. 
It was quiet and no movement at all. As 
four p.m. approached I noticed a buck 
approaching me from the fence line to the 

north. He was a big bodied deer with an 
adequately sized nine-point rack. He was 
not trolling but rather just meandering 
toward me. As he came right in front of 
me and stopped, I drew back and delivered 
the perfect heart shot. He jumped and ran 
down into the woods to the east of the 

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com

217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!

By Pastor Bob Cowman

stand and dropped.
 It was as easy as it gets. I wrote the 
story last year as I began to plan for this 
year. It happened just like I planned. I had 
learned a ton from a very unsuccessful 
year last year. If you will learn from your 
mistakes, you will not repeat them.

Hours for Deer Season
M-F 8am – 7pm
Sat. 8am – 6pm

Sun.12pm – 12:15pm & 5pm – 5:15pm

Deer Processing
Burger, Bratwurst, Jalapeno & Cheese Bratwurst, 

Italian Sausage, Breakfast Sausage, 
Snack Sticks, BBQ Sticks, Jalapeno & 

Cheese Sticks, Jerky, Polish Sausage, Bacon, 
Ring Bologna, Summer Sausage, 

Summer Sausage with Jalapeno & Cheese, 
Salami, Salami with Jalapeno & Cheese.

To learn more or to place an order 
please call (815) 699-2208 or 

email: orders@wyanetlocker.com

www.wyanetlocker.com

FRESH PREMIUM WHOLESALE & RETAIL MEAT, CHEESE & MORE
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WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

DIFFERENT WAYS 
TO CATCH BASS 
IN OCTOBER

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

 When fall gets here October is the 
month I look for the weather to start 
cooling down. The bass seem to break up 
into smaller schools (wolf packs) and cruise 
the shallows. Boat docks really come into 
play along with lay downs. Plus another 
beauty of fall fishing you have very little 
competition on the water. Most lakes are 
in draw down this time of the year. This 
is a great time to ride around and look for 
visible cover such as stumps, brush, rocks, 
etc. Mark the spots on your Raymarine 
Axiom unit for future reference when the 
lake level is back to normal.  
 If you are going to a lake, be sure to 
study your Navionics map and look for 
creek mouths that have long shallow flat 
fingers that extend close to deep water.  
Bass love to push bait up on these places. 
If you can get into an area with lots of bait 
you can rotate around point to point and 
have a great day fishing. If you find the bait 
and bass you can use several techniques to 
be successful. 
 I will have a Zoom fluke, XPS Slim 

dog, XPS Z-Pop, and a buzz bait with the 
skirt removed and replaced with a Zoom 
Horny Toad tied on for top water. The tip 
is to be ready. Now when you pull up on 
a point, I always come in from the deep 
side, because you will run the bait up to 
the shallows and the bass will follow. You 
want to cast as soon as possible to get your 
lure up shallow and work out. If you have a 
lot of smallmouth in lake the first lure to hit 
the water is going to get to get him. I have 
had this pattern work many times across 
the country just going around from point 
to point in an area and rotating back over 
the same points all day. Another tip is to 
always have the fluke ready, if you miss a 
strike on hard bait, fire it over in the area 
and just twitch it, letting it fall a couple feet 
and twitching again. Some days they want 
the fluke twitched along the surface, other 
times they want the buzz bait or a walking 
bait or popper. Just rotate these lures till 
you get a sign from Mr. Bass!!!  Another 
thing, if you have a lot of wind buzz a shad 
colored double willow leaf spinner bait.

 Now if you have 
found an area with 
bait and bass you can 
back off and throw a 
Carolina rig or a swim bait. Look at your 
Raymarine Axiom and see if the bait is on 
the bottom or suspended. If the bass are on 
the bottom, the Carolina rig will work now 
you just have to find the right Zoom plastic. 
Some days they want a 4 inch Centipede 
and other days a 10 inch Old Monster 
worm. One of my favorites is the Magnum 
finesse or Magnum Shakey head. One thing 
in the fall is to use a long leader, between 
5 to 7 feet, especially 
if fish are suspended. 
They will follow 
it down and once 
sinker hits bottom 
the lure will sink 
slowly enticing bites. 
This is the time to 
put swim baits to use 
if suspended fish are 
in the area. A Zoom 

fluke or swimming fluke on a swim bait 
head like Bass Pro Shops’ bait fish under 
spin jig head. The key is to get the right 
head weight, and retrieve to reach the bass 
as you don’t want to be under them so try 
different weights and bait sizes to get a 
combination that works.
 If you pull up on a point in your Nitro 
and fish start busting there is two things 
going on, either you have run suspended 

Specializing in Jig Heads!
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bait up or there is a brush pile there. Lakes 
in the south have a lot of brush piles so 
graph area with your Axiom and if you 
find brush, ease back to area and fish with 
a Shakey head and a Zoom trick worm.  
When fishing starts to get tough it’s hard to 
beat the Shakey head.  
 Now if the lake is down, docks and lay 
downs come into play as they are the only 
structures for shallow fish to find shade 
and cover. Shakey head worms, swim baits 
and wacky rigs are hard to beat and a jig/
pig especially up river is also hard to beat. 
Docks offer many patterns as you can find 
them in two to twenty feet of water and 
again you have to cover all of them to see 
the ones that are working best. I will get 
into docks more in later article as we have 
run out of space, 
 Get out on the water this fall and 
enjoy the outdoors as we are very blessed 
in this country to be able to enjoy these 
experiences God has created for us. Our 
military personnel have fought for our 
freedom to enjoy all these pleasures. 
If you need a tow vehicle, please go to 
hendrickcars.com for a good deal.
 May God Bless you and your family.

SPRINGFIELD, IL – As they head to the 
field this fall, the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) reminds hunters 
of new requirements for use of non-toxic 
shot at a number of IDNR sites for dove, 
controlled pheasant, and upland game 
hunting, effective for the 2018-19 season.
 Many IDNR sites have required use of 
non-toxic shot in recent years. Lead shot 
has been banned for waterfowl hunting 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service since 
1991. Non-toxic shot is required for use at 
all IDNR sites for hunting waterfowl, coots, 
snipe, and rail.
 The 2018-19 Illinois Dove Hunting 
Season opens on Sept. 1. IDNR is 
implementing the required use of non-toxic 
shot during dove hunting season at these 
IDNR sites this year:
•  Coffeen Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area 

(SFWA); 
• Copperhead Hollow SFWA;
• Crawford County SFWA; 
• Dixon Springs State Park;
• Edward R. Madigan SFWA;
• Harry Babe Woodyard State Natural Area (SNA);

• Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA; 
• Kickapoo SRA;
• Lake Le-Aqua-Na SRA;
• Middle Fork SFWA;
• Pere Marquette State Park;
• Ramsey Lake State Park;
• Ray Norbut SFWA;
• Shelbyville SFWA;
• Siloam Springs State Park;
• Siloam Springs SP/Buckhorn Unit;
• Weinberg-King State Park.   
 IDNR is implementing the required use 
of non-toxic shot for Controlled Pheasant 
Hunting at five additional sites this year:
Des Plaines SFWA;
• Horseshoe Lake State Park (Madison Co);
• Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA;
• Silver Springs SFWA;
• Mackinaw River SFWA.
 IDNR is also implement the required use 
of non-toxic shot for Upland Hunting seasons 
at a number of additional sites this year:     
• Anderson Lake SFWA;
• Banner Marsh SFWA;
• Big Bend SNA;
• Bradford Pheasant Habitat Area (PHA);

• Crawford Co. SFWA;
• Cretaceous Hills SNA;
• Double T SFWA;
• Horseshoe Lake State Park (Madison Co.); 
• Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA;
• Mackinaw SFWA;
• Marshall SFWA;
• Mautino SFWA;
• Sam Parr SFWA;
• Sand Ridge State Forest/Sparks Pond and Rollo;
• Sanganois SFWA;
• Victoria PHA;
• Whitefield PHA.   
 IDNR reminds hunters to check Hunter 
Fact Sheets posted on the IDNR website for 
information on site-specific hunting season 
information and regulations, as other sites 
not listed above require non-toxic shot:  
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
FactSheets/Pages/default.aspx
 Additional information on hunting 
regulations in Illinois can be found 
in the Illinois Digest of Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations 2018-2019: https://
www.dnr. i l l inois.gov/hunting/Pages/
HuntingTrappingDigests.aspx
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THE WAR 
WAGON
By Daniel Vinovich

 I looked up at the sun with its heat 
stroke rays beating on my sweat and 
insecticide-soaked skin. I could not believe 
this %&&*$%$^& sum……. would not 
start again. I was a good 3 miles from 
my truck. The 4-wheeler was laden heavy 
with stands, Round-up, a chainsaw and 
other power equipment strapped to its 
side. The July humidity was at its worst 
with every breath a labor. I unloaded the 
broke@$%^%$$ and pushed it about 20 
yards out into the edge of the bean field. 
With a Gatorade and machete in hand, 
I headed north thru the thicket towards 
the truck. The Illinois woods had gone 
crazy with last springs rains. Multiflora 
Rose, wild grapes, and chest high weeds 
covered the once groomed trails. Spider 
webs crisscrossed the trails at head height 
covering me with their sticky strands, 
almost as if the small insects were trying 
to catch me instead of their smaller next 
meal. I cussed like a sailor with every step.  
My sweat soaked jeans were rubbing me 
raw in the most undesirable spots.  After 

a half hour, I broke into the open along the 
north field.  My Tundra was parked on the 
other side of the bean field. It was a good ¾ 
of a mile if I walked around it, but only 300 
yards if I cut across. My clouded head once 
again made the wrong decision as I was 
now in a tangled mess of 3-foot-tall soy 
beans. Half way across I took my last sip 
of Gatorade from the bottle and cursed the 
sun. Finally, I was back at my truck. I loaded 
the straps onto the trailer and headed 
back out to the hard road to find another 
place to enter the other farm I was on. The 
truck pushed the 5-foot weeds down as I 
crawled along another bean field in route 
to the busted machine. I could hear the 
sound of thorn laden Hedge tree branches 
digging into the paint of my truck, sounding 
like fingers across a chalk board as I pushed 
farther along the field’s edge. About every 
100 yards, I would get out and walk the 
field looking for any washouts that would 
eat the front end of the truck. I dropped into 
one a couple years ago with the 4-wheeler 
so deep I barely made it out. After an hour 
of stop and go, I reached the machine.  I 
loaded the cargo back into the truck.  I used 
a strap to winch the 4-wheeler back on the 
trailer and strapped it down. Another 15 
minutes were spent chopping a horseshoe 
into the brush to turn around.  I was finally 

headed back to the hard road. My shoulder 
surgery was in less than 2 weeks and I had 
only cleared half the trails. I was hoping it 
was going to be a quick fix on my machine. 
The damn thing had gone down the same 
time last year and I thought I had the 
problem fixed. Ha! I was about to lose it as 
I pulled into the fix it shop.  I was not happy 
so I will refrain from using their name. I 
pleaded my case with the shop manager 
and dumped the hunk of lifeless #$%$$4 
on his lot. I pulled away and headed home 
for a much-needed shower and water. 
 Fast forwarding a month, I finally got a 
call from the shop manager saying he had 
found the problem.  It was a magnet on the 
fly wheel had come loose and reattached 
itself an 1/8 inch from where it was 
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“Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and 
read your owner’s manual. © 2018 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.
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INSTANT SAVINGS

Attractive Rates on new Suzuki 
outboards on approved credit.
[60 Months]

REPOWER FINANCE

Six Years of Protection at no extra 
charge on all new outboards from 
25 to 350 HP.

SIX YEARS OF PROTECTION 
3 Years Limited Warranty + 3 Years Extended Protection
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Another Booner coming out of the 
bottoms with the W-Wagon

supposed to be. It took countless hours and 
phone calls to pin point the problem. The 
engine had this problem from the beginning 
and was a fault on its design. The manager 
assured me the $1200.00-dollar bill was 
fair for the amount of labor and parts it took 
to bring it back to life. I was hotter than hell 
but paid my bill and loaded it back on the 
trailer. Now, you would think a problem like 
that would be covered by the manufacturer 
but, with the age of my machine, it was not. 
It was not the fault of the shop.  They were 
just doing what they had to do to get me up 
and running again. But Holy Hell, it was a 
kick in my a..! 
 The hot days of July turned into the 
cooler nights of September before I pulled 
the machine out of the garage to start 
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Bennington
SX21 Tri-toon

getting it rigged up for the upcoming Oct 
1st opener. My surgery went well.  I was 
getting stronger every day. I still could not 
lift anything with my left arm, but I could 
work with the right. New straps, ropes for 
trying down Whitetails, a little fresh paint, 
and a trickle charger were added to the old 
machine. I finished and went back into the 
house for dinner. With darkness falling I 
headed back outside to pull the machine 
back into the garage. I looked at its big mud 
tires with tread 2 inches deep.  The drop 
racks were welded onto the back flat rack 
to handle the weight of big Illinois deer. It 
has the large light bar for added visibility.  
It has been covered in a camo wrap to 
prevent shine in the timber. This is a “no 
go fast, weekend play” 4-wheeler.  It is a 
beast. I walked around it and looked at the 
deep scars in its sides.  The undercarriage 
was built tough with ample ground 
clearance to hop over large boulders and 
trees. I can’t tell you how many times I 
bulldozed over 6-foot-tall underbrush to get 
to a downed Whitetail. The old memories 
started flooding my brain. There was one 
time that stood out above all others. My 
father and I had both taken great Whitetail 
bucks on the afternoon of the first day of 
the Illinois firearm. Heavy thunderstorms 
in the forecast had put the deer on their 

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL
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feet early that afternoon. I had set Dad up 
in a bowl with a lot of rut sign and a good 
view of a creek crossing.  I intended to sit 
in a field stand about a quarter mile away. 
Before I had even reached my stand, I heard 
a single shot ring out from the draw Dad 
was in. I stopped and waited for another, 
but there was only silence. Now, my old 
man may not be able to get around like he 
used to but sure as sh.. he could still shoot 
the balls off a gnat at a hundred yards. 
The one shot meant only one thing….buck 
down. I looked toward the sky wondering 
how much time I had before the storms 
hit. The wind was calm and the grey sky 
looked as if it would hold off for at least 
a couple hour’s sit. I had only been in my 
stand for a couple minutes when all hell 
broke loose.  A hot doe ran under my tree.  
She had been running hard as her tongue 
was hanging out from exhaustion. I could 
hear the freight train of bucks coming out 
of the bottoms hot on her trail. I grabbed 
my Remington from the hook. I turned down 
the 3x9 Leopold scope to 4 power and 
shouldered it waiting for the train. The first 
buck was a good one.  He was grunting so 
loud It sounded like a big hog. I placed the 
cross hairs on his shoulder but noticed that 
the left side of his rack was broken off. The 
second buck was not far behind. He was 

a small 6 pt.  He, too, was grunting hard 
as he passed under 40 yards from my tree. 
The 3rd buck on her trail was a nice 4-year-
old.  He crested the ridge about 80 yards to 
my left. I immediately recognized his rack 
as I had seen him a couple times during 
bow season. I shouldered my Remington 
and Smoked him with a single shot. I was 
surprised when he jumped straight into the 
air and hit the ground lifeless. 
 A light rain had begun to fall as 
I reached the truck to find Dad sitting 
patiently in the passenger side. He said he 
had shot the buck early but it disappeared 
into the underbrush. Without seeing the 
buck go down, he walked back to the truck 
to wait for me. We unloaded the 4-wheeler 
and headed to retrieve his buck. It had 
only gone 30 yards and was easy to get 
at. We gutted him and loaded him up on 
the rack. The rain was coming down harder 
as we loaded the nice 8 pt. into his truck. 
My phone rang and it was my son asking 
how we had done.  I begged him to head 
my way as Dad was pretty worn down and 
I still had my buck to retrieve. We turned 
the 4-wheeler toward the hard road to wait 
for Colt. He was there by the time we got 
to the meeting point. The rain had been 
rolling hard for about a good hour and a 
half.  Darkness fell upon us hard and the 

rain picked up. We loaded back up on the 
old machine and headed across the field. 
With 3 people on it and 4 inches of mud, 
it growled its way to the edge of the field. 
The buck had fallen 100 yards in and it 
was so thick I could not find any easy way 
to get to him. With Dad and me off the 
4-wheeler, Colt took up as driver as I took 
the lead pushing my way towards the buck 
looking for any way to get to him. Colt was 
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following pushing the machine to its limits climbing 
over brush piles and leaping over 20 inch fallen trees. 
We finished the field dressing quickly.  Now, how to 
get this bad boy out. Dad and I started getting a few 
ropes off when we heard a grunt and thud. Colt had 
picked the buck up and body slammed it into the back 
rack. He said I’m soaked and freezing let’s GO.  Dad 
and I just looked at each other and smiled. We picked 
our way out of the timber to the edge. I told Dad and 
Colt they would have to walk as there was no way 
that machine could carry all of us as well as the fallen 
giant across the plowed water-soaked field. They 
both looked into my eyes with disbelief.  Colt was 
lightly dressed and frozen and Dad was plum worn 
out. It was already 9 pm. We had been at it in the 
rain for 5 hours already. I said well let’s see what this 
bit.. has got. Colt sat side saddle on one side with 
Dad doing the same on the other.  I sat on the seat 
with the 200 + pound buck on the back. I threw it in 
4 low and lunged into the soup that was once a field. 
The machine moaned as the big tires spun throwing 
mud 20 yards into the air. All I can remember is I kept 
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thinking come on, come on, you can do it. I cannot tell 
you the relief I felt as it jumped out of the field onto 
the grass where we were parked. We jumped off 
the machine and walked towards the trailer. I turned 
and looked at the machine. It was covered with 100 
pounds of mud. The head lights glowed dim because 
of the muddy water covering the lenses. It was still on 
high idle and the steam rolled from its undercarriage 
like something out of an old war movie. My son 
walked over to me as I had a blank stare on my face 
and said, “that’s one a.. bad war wagon”. We made it 
home and the name just stuck. I know there was over 
800 pounds on that machine that night, not including 
the mud, and it brought us home. I cannot count how 
many bucks that old machine has drug and carried 
out of the Illinois mud and thickets. I just stared at it 
looking at its battle-scarred body, and thought I can’t 
wait to see what adventure it carries us to NEXT…..
 With the coming of the 2018 Whitetail season, I 
wish all of you the Best of Luck!! Remember to wear 
your safety equipment at all times.  I hear of someone 
I know every year who was severely injured or died 
from a tree stand fall.
 SEE ‘YA IN THE THICKETS!

The War Wagon . . . continued

Willis Heaton with a nice Lake Trout 
caught on Gull Lake in Minnesota.

Al Johnson on Pekin with a nice bluegill 
caught on the Mississippi River near Winona
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HUNTING GUIDE DEAD AFTER GRIZZLY 
BEAR ATTACKS DURING ELK HUNT
A GRIZZLY BEAR KILLED A WYOMING 
HUNTING GUIDE AND ATTACKED HIS CLIENT, 
WHO SURVIVED AND WAS ABLE TO ESCAPE 
TO SEEK HELP, IN THE TETON WILDERNESS 
IN WYOMING
 A grizzly bear killed a Wyoming hunting 
guide and attacked his client, who survived 
and was able to escape to seek help, while 
the two were field dressing an elk in the Teton 
Wilderness near Jackson Hole, Wyo.
 According to the Teton County Sheriff’s 
Office, hunting guide Mark Uptain of Martin 
Outfitters and his client, Corey Chubon of Florida, 
killed an elk on Thursday, Sept. 14, during a 
guided bow hunt. They were near Terrace 
Mountain, about 5.8 miles northeast of the Turpin 
Meadow Trailhead in the Teton Wilderness.
 They returned Friday to field dress and 
remove the elk, which they found that afternoon 
undisturbed. After dressing the elk they were 
preparing to leave when two grizzly bears 
attacked. Uptain was attacked first; Chubon 
managed to scramble to his pack to retrieve a 
gun but was unable to fire a shot at the bear 
before it attacked him, too. He managed to 
escape, however, and return for help.

 Responders returned and discovered 
Uptain’s body.
 Here is the report from the Teton County 
Sheriff’s Office:
 Two hunters were involved in a bear 
attack Friday, September 14, in the Teton 
Wilderness while field dressing an elk near 
Terrace Mountain, approximately 5.8 miles 
northeast of the Turpin Meadow Trailhead.
 Florida resident, Corey Chubon, shot an 
elk during a guided bow hunt late Thursday 
afternoon. He and his guide, Mark Uptain of 
Martin Outfitters, were unable to locate the 
wounded animal before nightfall. The pair 
returned Friday morning to locate and remove 
the elk. They found the undisturbed carcass 
in the early afternoon and were preparing to 
pack out the elk when they were aggressively 
charged by two large bears.
 Chubon was able to run to his pack gear 
a few yards away and retrieve a pistol but 
was unable to safely fire a shot at the bear 
that had struck Uptain. The attacking bear 
then spun, charged Chubon, grabbed his foot, 
and dragged him to the ground. He sustained 
injuries to his leg, chest, and arm, but was 

able to throw the gun to Uptain and get loose 
before running from the scene to phone for 
help. Initial reports indicate that the second 
bear did not engage either Chubon or Uptain.
 An interagency helicopter was 
dispatched to the scene to assist with 
transport of the injured hunters. Chubon was 
taken to St. John’s Medical Center in Jackson, 
WY, for treatment to his wounds. Search 
and Rescue personnel were unable to locate 
Uptain before the search was suspended 
for the evening. An interagency team from 
the Teton County Sheriff’s Office Search and 
Rescue, Wyoming Game & Fish Department, 
Grand Teton National Park, and Bridger-Teton 
National Forest resumed the search at 6:30 am 
Saturday morning.
 Mark Uptain was discovered deceased 
Saturday afternoon at approximately 1:15 pm 
by Search & Rescue personnel.
 Official cause of death will be determined 
by the Teton County Coroner’s office.
 Teton County Search & Rescue (TCSAR) 
was assisted in this effort by agency partners 
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from Grand Teton National Park, Bridger-Teton 
National Forest, Wyoming Game & Fish, the 
Teton County Sheriff’s office, Tip Top Search 
and Rescue of Sublette County, as well as local 
outfitters and search dog crews. TCSAR would 
like to publicly thank these partners and Turpin 
Meadow Ranch for their assistance, as well 
as all of the dedicated TCSAR volunteers that 
activated and assisted with all search activities.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

Wyoming Guide Mark Uptain
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GOOD AND EVIL IN 
THE DOVE FIELD
By: David Herschelman

 Everyone who takes to the field in 
pursuit of the king of wing shooting, the 
Dove, dreams of the perfect shoot!  To 
have target after target approach with 
your swing through perfect and timing 
exact with success over your highest 
expectation with each trigger pull is the 
dream of all dove hunting participants!  
Not bunny shots with birds floating in to 
sit on a line or feed in the field but with 
challenge and difficulty in every shot, 
with your shooting acumen rising to meet 
your highest expectations.
 With great eagerness my entry into 
the field before dark only tortured my 
sensibilities as waiting for shooting time 
tested my moral compass as dove after 
dove flirted by in the pre-dawn sky.  My 
over and under with new custom made 
stock (custom made because I broke the 
original) was loaded and eager for the 
first gun on live target test!  Finally the 
time came and the first shot to my dismay 
did not connect but the second did and 
all was well. 
 As shooting progressed, the bird 
movement forced me further West along 
the fence line until my poor eyesight 
revealed the Shangri – La of Dove spots!  
The pasture land was cut down to bare 
earth in spots by the feeding Horses.  In 
the corner of the field a new farm pond 
had been created with a hasty cover crop 
planted around it to protect the bare earth 
from runoff.  Surrounding the pond a new 
gravel road had been created.  To make 
this spot even more inviting, the pond 
was only half full of water exposing the 
dirt walls.  The pond was in the perfect 
focal point for the foraging birds as the 
fences all corned around the perimeter, 
with alfalfa and corn standing or cut in 
the area, one could not create a more 
perfect scenario!  
 The experience met my expectations!  
Dove groups, interspersed with singles 
and doubles filtered continuously to this 
spot!  My shooting was now relaxed as 
it was not a question of if but when my 
limit would be had!  The next ten shots 
were successful until reality returned 
but memories of long hunts with limited 

success, as well as those quick and 
glorious shoots worthy of a king rolled 
through my mind.  
 The reality of this hunt would 
establish a new gold standard for my 
Dove Hunting Ideal!  The limit was now 
had before the school buses had even 
been around to load their stock for the 
day of learning ahead!  Surely a few extra 
doves wouldn’t matter, especially since 
many a past day afield left me a few short 
of a limit.  The sheer number of doves 
still flying must prove the population is 
well and growing.  The limit standard 

set by employees of 
the state must be little 
more than a bureaucratic 
control tool as everyone 
knows the rationale for 
the activity of this group 
is questionable.  I am in 
heaven and do not want 
to leave should be reason 
enough to continue 
hunting?
 At my age, the 
future is limited; taking 
advantage of my skill 
and experience to get 
to this position in the 
field should be rewarded 
– right!  My not so 
righteous thoughts were 
dismissed as this would 
discredit my convictions, 
after all I am grateful 
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for the farmers who 
allowed me to hunt this 
location and to meet 
and experience their 
children who assisted 
me and may someday 
want to hunt this land for 
themselves.  Our creator 
deserves credit for the 
wonderful gamebird – 
the dove giving our kind 
the opportunity to hunt 
this flying acrobat of 
the sky is satisfaction 
enough!  
 Several hunts early 
in the opening days of 
this season proved to 
be as successful as the 
first but was my success 
turning into a greedy 
fulfillment of hunting 
lust?  The decision to 
let the area rest was 
made and although no 
Saint, my decision was 
just, and the memory 
and appreciation of 
these fine early season 
Dove Hunts will stand 
in my memory bank for 
the days it continues to 
function.

MIDWAY MARINE

309-343-3810
boatramp@mchsi.com • 703 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401

JEFFERSON CITY, MO – The Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) wants deer hunters to know that it is offering free chronic-
wasting-disease (CWD) sampling and testing of deer harvested 
anywhere in the state throughout the entire deer hunting season 
– Sept. 15 through Jan. 15, 2019. The sampling is voluntary and 
hunters can also get free test results for their deer.
 Hunters can have their deer sampled at 11 select MDC offices 
around the state. Hunters can also take their deer to 64 participating 
taxidermists and meat processors located in the 48 counties of MDC’s CWD Management 
Zone. (See map for CWD Management Zone counties.)
 Find locations and more information on voluntary CWD sampling atmdc.mo.gov/cwd under 
“Voluntary CWD Sampling All Season.”
 MDC asks hunters to Telecheck their deer before taking them to a CWD sampling location. 
Hunters can bring the entire deer -- preferably field dressed -- or the head with at least 6 inches of 
the neck in place. Heads that have the cape removed for taxidermy can also be sampled.
 CWD test results can take up to four weeks from the time of sample submission. Hunters can 
get test results for their CWD-sampled deer online at mdc.mo.gov/CWDTestResults.
MANDATORY CWD SAMPLING NOV. 10 AND 11 IN 31 COUNTIES
 MDC will again conduct mandatory CWD sampling in 31 of the 48 counties of its CWD 
Management Zone during the opening weekend of the fall firearms deer season, Nov. 10 and 11. 
The counties include new ones added to the CWD Management Zone, counties with previous 
CWD positives, and counties very near previous positives.
 The 31 counties for mandatory CWD sampling are: Adair, Barry, Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, 
Cedar, Cole, Crawford, Franklin, Grundy, Hickory, Jefferson, Knox, Linn, Macon, Madison, 
McDonald, Mercer, Moniteau, Ozark, Perry, Polk, Putnam, St. Charles, St. Clair, St. Francois, Ste. 
Genevieve, Stone, Sullivan, Taney, Warren, and Washington.
 Hunters who harvest deer from these counties Nov. 10 or 11 must take their deer -- or the 
head with at least 6 inches of the neck in place -- on the day of harvest to one of 61 MDC CWD 
mandatory sampling stations. Deer may be presented at any mandatory sampling station.
 Find locations for mandatory CWD sampling at mdc.mo.gov/cwd under “Mandatory CWD 
Sampling Nov. 10-11.”

MDC OFFERS FREE VOLUNTARY CWD 
TESTING STATEWIDE ALL SEASON
By Joe Jerek



 September first marked the opening 
day for Kentucky’s archery whitetail 
season. Like normal, I showed up at Central 
Kentucky Outdoors hoping to tag a velvet 
buck.  But, what I really wanted was a little 
redemption on a doe I had been after.
 Kentucky is just a handful of states 
that provides hunters an opportunity at a 
velvet buck with one of the earliest opening 
days. Kentucky routinely begins deer 
season the first Saturday of September.  It 
just happened to be September first this 
year, allowing for a few days to hunt a 
velvet buck before the bucks began to rip 
the velvet off their antlers.
 Trail cameras were showing a lot of 
deer, and some truly amazing bucks.  The 
kind of bucks that gets a heart racing a 
little faster than it should.
 The bucks were mostly being seen in 
the evening just before sunset.  The high 
temperatures found the bucks going to 
bed very early, often before sunrise.  The 
does however were feeding a couple hours 
into first light so my goal in the mornings 
would be to hunt a doe I missed in the 2016 

OPENING DAY REDEMPTION
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By Jason Houser
season on opening day.
 This particular doe has had a rough life. 
John Braasch, owner of Central Kentucky 
Outdoors, bought the property five years 
ago and this doe was on trail camera photos 
then with fawns.  So, she is an old wise doe.
 Throughout her life she has been hit 
by a car, became blind in her right eye and 
has had three close calls that I know of by 
hunters.  I was one of them.
 Opening day found me perched in the 
same clearing I was three seasons ago 
when I missed the doe at only nine yards.  
Shortly after seven a.m. the first doe and 
fawn began to trickle in to the opening.  
Then a another, and another, and another.
 I can’t say for sure how many does and 
fawns I had in front of me, but there were 
enough that I had to choose which one to 
shoot.  I brought my bow to full draw on a 
mature doe when out of the corner of my eye 
an even bigger doe caught my attention.
 Looking out of the corner of my eye I 
instantly knew it was the blind doe that I 
had my heart set on.  Without letting my 
draw down, I shifted my body and settled 

my 20-yard pin tight behind her shoulder.
 With the doe standing broadside, content 
on eating, I squeezed the trigger of the release 
and let an arrow fly.  With a loud thud the 
arrow struck home and the hunt was over.
 Now, yes it was just a doe.  But, a doe 
I had a history with and she was the one I 
was hoping to get.  Every time that I would 
check in with John during the offseason my 
first question would be if the doe was still 
showing up on camera.
 Upon closer inspection of the doe, we 
were able to get a better understanding of 
just how old she was.  In her mouth she had 
seven teeth and her ears were completely 
bald, not a single hair.

 We can’t say for sure how old she is, 
but trail camera photos prove that she was at 
least 6 years old.  We are guessing she was 
closer to eight, maybe even nine years old.
 A doe of this age is one of the smartest 
animals in the woods.  She is the doe that 
will teach other does and fawns how to 
survive.  She has surely busted many hunters 
throughout her lifespan, and even caused a 
few sleepless nights for myself.
 I dreamed and thought of this doe as if 
she was a giant buck.  She might not be a buck 
dreams are made of, but she was a trophy in 
my books and I am proud to say I accomplished 
the goal I set out to achieve during the 2016 
season when I first missed her.

The author missed this doe on opening 
day in 2016.  Opening Day of the 2018 
season he was able to redeem himself 

at Central Kentucky Outdoors.

Trail camera photos proves this deer was 
at least 6 years old, but evidence such as 
lack of teeth and hair on her ears makes 

us believe she was much older.
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8 STEPS TO BLOODTRAILING AFTER 
DARK: IT’S MORE ART THAN SCIENCE
By Bob Robb
THIS 8-STEP BLOODTRAILING PLAN WILL 
HELP YOU FIND EVERY ANIMAL, EVERY TIME.
 Bowhunt long enough and you’ll find 
yourself in a situation where you have to 
try to follow a blood trail after dark. After 
all, many good bucks, bulls and bears do not 
make an appearance until it’s almost too 
dark to see your sight pins. When you shoot 
them and they run off, you have to go find 
them. And while bloodtrailing is more art 
than science and each situation is unique 
unto itself, here are some rules of thumb 
that will help you recover game.
1) THE RIGHT STUFF
 First and foremost, hunt with a bow-and-
arrow setup that has been perfectly tuned 
and meticulously sighted in. Remember that 
the goal is to place a broadhead with scalpel-
sharp blades precisely. The bigger the hole, the 
more internal damage and the more blood that 
will hit the ground, making tracking easier.
2) LISTEN CAREFULLY
 You shoot an animal and it runs off. 
When you lose sight of it, sit quietly and 
listen to see if you can hear it fall down. 

Note the noises made. Were those antlers 
clacking against limbs and brush? Oak 
leaves being kicked aside? The sounds of 
hooves splashing through a creek? I like to 
wait at least 5 to 10 minutes before climbing 
down from my stand, both to give the animal 
time to get out of there and for my nerves to 
calm down enough so that it’s safe for me 
to descend and that I’m capable of making 
good decisions.
3) WHICH WAY DID HE GO?
 Carefully note the animal’s direction of 
travel after the shot. This can make finding 
the initial trail much easier, especially in 
the event there isn’t much blood. Know 
where the animal was when you shot. Keep 
your cool and, before you move, pick out a 
discernible landmark and mark the spot. I 
take a rangefinder reading off the spot so I 
can walk exactly to the right place.
4) THE SCENE OF THE CRIME
 When you get to the spot, search slowly 
and carefully for blood and tracks, being as 
quiet as you can in case the deer is still alive 
and close by. The most important clue you 

can find is the arrow, but hair 
and blood are critical, too. A 
unique arrow shaft line that 
can help you a lot with this 
is from Bloodsport, whose 
shafts feature the company’s 
Blood Ring Certain Shot Technology. This 
shows you quickly what kind of hit was 
made using the age-old logic of blood types. 
Different organs produce different blood 
types and colors. Bright red, red with air 
bubbles, dark red or greenish brown blood 
collects on the arrow shaft, making it possible 
to quickly assess the hit and, thus, help you 
decide what move to make next. Also worth 
checking out is Bloodsport’s full line of 
broadheads, including the Gravedigger. The 
Gravedigger is a hybrid head that features 
a 1-inch fixed blade and 1 ¾-inch cross-
opening curved mechanical blades. It has a 
patented blade-retention system that keeps 
blades closed until impact, and requires no 
rubber bands or O-rings. My experience with 
them has shown them to be very accurate 
and super strong, and they cut a giant hole.

5) TAKE UP THE TRAIL
 Once I decide it is time to take up the 
trail, I dig a small GPS out of my pack and 
mark the spot. I really like the compact, 
simple units like those in the Bushnell 
BackTrack line for this task.

A big hole is what you want, and a 
broadhead like the Gravedigger will 

give that to you, every time.



50 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” October 2018

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

300 E. War Memorial
Peoria

309-685-6606

7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100

150 B S. Main St.
Morton

309-263-2400

456 E. Main St. 
Galesburg

309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

6)  THE BUDDY SYSTEM
Trailing after dark is almost always best 
done with two people. By yourself it is easy 
to miss something. More than two and there 
tends to be too much noise and confusion. 
With two, one can stay focused solely on 
the blood trail, while the other can use a 
light to scan ahead.
7) TAKING UP THE TRAIL
 OK, you’ve decided it’s time to take up 
the trail. Here are some things to remember 
while bloodtrailing, day or night:
•  Take your time, moving slowly and 

deliberately. Try not to get frustrated if 
things aren’t going well. Slow and steady 
is more likely to lead to recovery than 
quick and hectic.

•  Take care not to erase any blood sign or 
tracks with your own walking.

•  Get down on your hands and knees to 
search for blood if you’ve lost the trail. 
Sometimes that’s the only way you’ll find 
it. And don’t forget to look on the sides of 
bushes, trees and grass for blood wiped 
off as the animal passed by.

•  If you jump the critter while trailing, it’s 
a good idea to back off for a while and 
give the animal more time to expire. 
Continuing to trail it will often just push it 
and result in a marginal blood trail that’s 

difficult to follow.
•  Be sure to mark the trail as you go. After 

dark the same reflective bright eyes used 
to mark trails to and from stands can be a 
big help when used together with bright 
orange biodegradable surveyor’s tape. 
Another good product for this is the APAL 
(All Purpose Adhesive Light) from Bright-
Strike. APALs are a micro-thin LED light 
strip that operates in three modes (fast 
strobe, slow strobe and steady on), run 
for up to 35 hours, and are waterproof and 
dustproof. They make great markers for 
following the trail or for marking the animal 
once it has been found if you have to leave 
and come back with help to get it out.

8) BIG LIGHTS
 Maximum candlepower is the key 
to following a blood trail in the dark. I’ve 
used everything to blood trail at night: tiny 
headlamps, small flashlights that use a pair of 
AA batteries, huge flashlights, rechargeable 
handheld LED lights, gas lanterns, propane 
lanterns, and halogen lights. There are lots 
of choices out there, but one I’ve used a lot 
in recent years is the Cyclops Flare, a 3-watt 
handheld LED spotlight that uses six AA 
batteries and puts out 103 lumens. With this 
light I can clearly see a deer at 100 yards 
and a deer’s eyes at a quarter mile. It also 
makes locating tiny specks of blood on the 
ground possible. Whatever the source, my 

rule is basically this — just like there is no 
such thing as Too Much Gun, you can never 
have Too Much Light.
 I have had more than one person ask 
me why I would even try to trail an animal in 
the dark. It took me a lot of years to realize 
that some people get very nervous in woods 
as dark as the inside of a coal sack. They 
are afraid of getting lost or tripping and 
hurting themselves. Maybe they are afraid 
of the bogeyman. Whatever. Leaving an 
animal out overnight risks losing the meat to 
spoilage or predators. Also, rain or snow can 
obliterate blood and tracks, making finding 
the animal a crapshoot the next day. That’s 
why I always have the lights, small GPS, 
trail flagging stuff, and my cell phone so I 
can call my buddies and let them know what 
is going on every time I hit the deer woods.
 One never knows when Lady Luck will 
smile and that buck you’ve always dreamed 
about gives you the shot you’ve always 
wanted right at dark. When he does, I want 
to make sure I can find him.

LUMINOL AND BLOODTRAILING
 Luminol-based products can make 
blood glow, making it easier to spot small 
flecks and specks both day and night. 
Luminol (C8H7N3O2) is used by forensic 
investigators to detect trace amounts of 
blood left at crime scenes as it reacts with 

iron found in hemoglobin. A luminol-based 
liquid can be sprayed evenly across the trail, 
and trace amounts of an activating oxidant 
in the blood will cause the luminol to emit 
a blue glow that can be seen in a darkened 
room. The glow lasts for only a relatively 
short while, but it does work.
Commercially, BlueStar is a luminol-based 
product that works well, even during a rain. 
It is mixed with water and then sprayed over 
the affected area to try and locate droplets 
of hard-to-find blood. Their website has a 
video that shows how the product works, 
and it is worth checking out. It’s one more 
trick in your tracking bag to help ensure that 
no deer is left behind after being hit. 

www.grandviewoutdoors.com

8 Steps . . . continued

loodsport arrow’s Blood Ring 
Certain Shot Technology shows you 
quickly what kind of hit was made 

using the age-old logic of blood types
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This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks of  
May 16 - 30, 2018; however, it does 
not include all actions taken by the 

Office of Law Enforcement. 
Northwest Zone – Captain Laura Petreikis 
District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, 
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson & 
Whiteside) 
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri received a call from a witness 
saying he watched a man with a cast net take 
bass from the Hennepin Canal at the Colona 
Boat Ramp. She responded to the area, and 
the man was found to be in possession of four 
fish illegally taken with a cast net. Only shad, 
minnows, and crayfish can be taken with a 
cast net. The net was seized, and the East 
Moline man was cited. 

JODAVIESS COUNTY 
CPO Jones cited a Freeport man for unlawful 
entry to a restricted area. The man was 
mushroom hunting in an area closed for turkey 
hunters. CPO Jones cited a Davenport, Iowa 
man for entering a restricted area for picking 
mushrooms in a closed nature preserve. 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 
CPO Jones and Sgt. Petreikis interviewed an 
Illinois City man for deer hunting violations. 
The man was issued three citations for 
unlawful possession of deer, and two deer 
racks were seized. 
CPOs Francisko and Posateri conducted a 
boat patrol of the Rock and Mississippi rivers. 
Citations and written warnings were issued 
for boating and fishing violations to include 
fishing without a fishing license, no boat 
registration, PFD violations, and towing a 
skier without displaying an orange flag at all 
times when the towed person is in the water. 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
CPO Beltran and Lena Officer Schieble 
responded to a complaint of bullet holes 
discovered in a house. The investigation 
revealed that a neighbor shot at a squirrel 
that had been causing problems, and two of 
the bullets struck the neighbor’s house and 
property. The neighbor was issued citations 
and warnings for the offense. 
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties: 
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam 
& Winnebago) 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
CPO Alt worked a joint investigation with 
the Rockton Police Department regarding the 
unlawful taking of common snapping turtles 
during the closed season, unlawful taking 
of common snapping turtles using illegal 
methods, and unlawful taking of common 
snapping turtles without fishing licenses. 
CPO Alt conducted fish enforcement of shore 
fishermen along the Rock River near the Rockton 
Dam. One subject was found unlawfully fishing 
on a 2010 Illinois fishing license. 
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: 
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, 
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Warren & Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson worked a fishing enforcement 
detail, and two subjects were found fishing 
without permission and trespassing. A citation 
was issued, along with a written warning. 
CPO Thompson conducted fish enforcement at 
Rice Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area, and 
he observed a male subject throwing multiple 
beer bottles into the woods. The man was 
ordered to clean up the mess, and he was 
issued a citation.
CPO Thompson arrested a Canton man for 
trespassing after he received a complaint 
from a landowner which included a photo 
of a man carrying morel mushrooms. 
When interviewed, the man confessed to 
trespassing, and a citation was issued. 

PEORIA COUNTY 
CPOs Lazzell and Gerard conducted a search 
for a drowning victim on the Illinois River in 
Peoria. The victim was located by the CPOs 
with the use of side-scan sonar, and the body 
was recovered by the Peoria Fire Department 
dive team. 
WARREN COUNTY 
CPO Thompson conducted fish enforcement, 
and one subject was issued a written warning 
for fishing without a valid fishing license. 
District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler) 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
The guide for a local outfitter called CPO 
Weishaupt and advised a client had shot 
two turkeys with one shot and only had one 
permit. They wanted to turn themselves in. 
The client stated he shot and did not pay close 
enough attention, and two birds dropped 
with one shot. The client was advised to tag 
the bird that they wanted to keep. The CPO 
thanked them for their honesty and issued a 
petty offense citation for unlawful taking of 
wildlife. The second turkey was seized. 
GREENE COUNTY 
CPO Goetten handled a hunting without 
permission complaint. The suspect harvested 
a turkey on property without permission and 
without a valid permit. He was identified, 
interviewed, and charged. 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
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Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen 
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. 

Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!

Three Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • Blood

PREMIERE VIDEOS

Contact us for Pricing & Scheduling!
Kenny: 309-613-4997 • Harry: 309-360-0487

Email: ken@spotwiz.com

Training Videos • Weddings
Social Events • Commercials

Infomercials • Documentaries

Our credits include Television Shows on ABC, PBS & Discovery Networks, History 
Channel, HGTV & many feature films. We also produce Adventure Sports Outdoors 

TV for Channel 47 . . . on the air for 23 years!

QUALITY SOUND & VIDEO IS OUR BUSINESS WITH FAST TURNAROUND. 
DVD’S BY BULK AVAILABLE.

BUY – SELL – TRADE GUNS!

LOUIS & CLARK OUTPOST

WE HAVE LOTS OF LIVE BAIT!
107 E. Fast St. • Mackinaw, IL 61755

309-660-3221 • 309-642-4073

GUN & FISHING EQUIPMENT ON SALE!
ANTIQUES – COLLECTIBLES 

& MUCH MORE!
All police, veterans, active and inactive 
military receive 20% off all ammunition. 

A special thanks for your service!

CPO Wheatley concluded an investigation 
regarding a South Carolina subject taking a 
deer with a gun during archery season. The 
man reported the deer as an archery kill; 
however, there was a bullet hole found in the 
neck of the 15- point buck. The man explained 
he shot it with the gun to put it down after 
shooting it with a bow to ensure the deer did 
not get away. Charges are pending. 
PIKE COUNTY 
CPO Goetten checked a fisherman at Pittsfield 
Lake. The fisherman unlawfully took crappie 
and bluegill with a cast net. The compliance 
check revealed the subject did not have a fishing 
license due to failure to pay child support, and 
meth was found on his person. He was arrested 
and transported to the Pike County Jail. 
District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone (Counties: 
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard, 
Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
LOGAN COUNTY 
CPO Gilmer received a complaint from a 
landowner about an individual on a four-
wheeler trespassing on his property and 
interfering with his turkey hunting. The 
landowner provided numerous pictures of the 

trespasser, and CPO Gilmer was able to locate 
the individual. The individual was issued a 
ticket for trespassing. 
MASON COUNTY 
CPO Gilmer helped Mason County Fire 
Department personnel save three boaters 
from the Illinois River after their boat capsized. 
CPO Gilmer worked a timber case where 
trees were cut without the permission of the 
landowner. The landowner was compensated 
for her loss. 
CPO Gilmer and a federal wildlife officer arrested 
a Mason County resident on multiple wildlife 
offenses to include three felony charges. The 
man pled guilty to two felony wildlife charges; 
and he was assessed $8,992 in fines and 
restitution, as well as 90 days in jail. 
MENARD COUNTY 
CPO Gilmer seized a trout line and 22 hooks 
from the Sangamon River. The trout line was 
not being checked, and there was no name 
and address attached to the fishing device. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Macias wrote eight citations involving 
timber charges to two different subjects.  
Northeast Zone – Captain Brett Scroggins 
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties: 
Kane, Lake & McHenry) 

KANE COUNTY 
CPO VanWiltenburg citied a subject on the Fox 
River for possession of smallmouth bass. The 
subject had the smallmouth hidden in a cooler 
with some pan fish he had illegally caught 
with a cast net. 
LAKE COUNTY 
During a patrol at Adeline Jay Geo-Karis Illinois 
Beach State Park, CPO Kelley encountered 
four individuals sunbathing in the nude. All 
four were issued citations and told that nude 
sunbathing was prohibited in the Park. 
CPO VanWiltenburg cited a subject at 
Diamond Lake for possession of an eight-
inch largemouth bass. The Lake has a 15-inch 
minimum size limit. 
While patrolling Diamond Lake, CPOs Kelley 
and VanWiltenburg found individuals in 
possession of undersized largemouth bass. 
Citations were issued to both men. 
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will) 
GRUNDY COUNTY 

CPO Anderson responded to a report of an 
injured bald eagle. The eagle was on the 
ground, but it had no visible sign of injury. 
It was able to fly several hundred yards at 
a time. Since the bird was still able to fly 
enough to reach its nest, he did not attempt 
to capture the eagle. 
KANKAKEE COUNTY 
CPO Farber received a TIP complaint from a 
concerned member of the Kankakee River 
Rats, a fishing/conservation group. The 
complainant advised he had located several 
fishermen along the Kankakee River illegally 
keeping smallmouth bass, and a description 
of the violators was given. On the Kankakee 
River, smallmouth bass must be released 
between April 1st and June 15th. CPO Farber 
was unable to locate the subjects at that 
time; however, four days later he located 
the subjects fishing in the same spot. While 
conducting a compliance check, the CPO 
located a stringer between the two fishermen 
with several smallmouth bass on it. An 

Police . . . continued

THE MAIN DRAG

Serving  Steaks and Catfish
Kitchen and Grill Open Everyday until 10pm

THE BEST PLACE TO EAT AND DRINK IN ASTORIA!
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11am–11pm • Fri. 11am–1am • Sat. 6am–1am • Sun. 6am–10pm

Dayna Gale, Proprietor

BAR & GRILL
FORMALLY THE BOOMERANG BAR AND GRILL

GRAND OPENING: JULY 7TH - DEVIN CLEMONS BAND

410 E. Broadway, Astoria, IL 61501
Phone 309-329-2824
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Joseph Vandervort, Owner

WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!
5AM-5PM

FOR SALE!

interview was conducted, and both men were 
issued citations for the violations. 
KENDALL COUNTY 
CPO Bergland testified before a grand 
jury regarding violations committed by a 
waterfowl hunter, and the grand jury indicted 
the hunter on three felony accounts for 
illegally possessing a firearm. 
District 4 – Sgt. Jed Whitchurch 
(Counties: Cook & DuPage) 
COOK COUNTY 
While on patrol on the Chicago River, Sgt. 
Whitchurch observed a boat underway with a 
young child aboard who not wearing a PFD. A 
stop of the boat was conducted, and it was 
determined the child was only three years old. 
The adults were informed of all applicable 
boating laws, and the operator of the boat 
was issued a citation for unlawful operation 
of a watercraft without having a child under 
13 wearing a PFD while underway. 
CPO Thornley conducted fish enforcement 
of Cook County lakes, rivers, and streams. 
As he pulled into the parking lot of one of 
the lakes, he spotted two fishermen. When 
the fishermen spotted the CPO’s squad, 
they began to move items closer to their 
chairs. After several minutes, CPO Thornley 
approached the fishermen and conducted 
a fish compliance check. Each fisherman 
possessed a valid fishing license. When asked 
if they had any fish, they denied catching any 
fish. CPO Thornley requested they open their 

containers to inspect for fish, and he located 
three bass. When the bass were measured, 
it was determined all three bass were in 
violation for being too short. One fisherman 
was issued a citation for possession of 
short largemouth bass, and the fish were 
confiscated. 
CPO Thornley conducted fishing compliance 
checks and came upon a fisherman who did not 
possess a fishing license. The individual stated 
he was 15 years old. When asked how he got 
to the park, he said he rode his bicycle. After 
further questioning, the individual confessed 
that he did not have a bicycle and the car 
located a short distance away was his. The 
fisherman then admitted he was 16 but did not 
possess a fishing license or driver’s license. The 
young man had to call his parents to come get 
him and the vehicle. A citation was issued for 
no fishing license, and the vehicle was turned 
over to his parents. 
While on patrol at Wolf Lake, CPO Stanbary 
issued a warning to a fisherman for remaining 
in a restricted area when closed. The man was 
fishing 20 minutes past the lake’s closing time. 
CPO Stanbary was patrolling William W. Powers 
State Recreation Area when he observed a 
fisherman packing up at his vehicle. Prior to 
driving off, the individual threw an empty bait 
container onto the water’s edge. The fisherman 
was stopped, and he was cited for littering. The 
littering ticket carries a $120 fine.
CPO Ausmus observed two individuals fishing. 

The anglers had several bluegills in their 
bucket. One subject presented a valid license 
and stated he was just teaching his friend 
how to fish. The anglers were educated on the 
laws and given a fishing digest. The Lockport 
man was issued a citation for fishing without 
a license.
DUPAGE COUNTY 
CPO Mooi assisted the DuPage County Forest 
Preserve Police with the investigation of a 
jet ski complaint. Appropriate enforcement 
action was taken. 
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson 
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, 
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, 
Piatt & Vermilion) 
MACON COUNTY 
CPOs Wright and Graden were called to Lake 
Decatur for a boat accident which resulted in 
a serious injury. A Maroa man was floating on 
a noodle behind the watercraft when he asked 
his wife to pull the boat forward because the 
watercraft was moving toward the shore. 
When his wife put the boat in forward, the 
man’s foot hit the propeller. He was taken to 
Decatur Memorial Hospital for treatment. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Graden investigated an abandoned 
vehicle complaint in Moraine View State 
Recreation Area. A 2001 Dodge pickup truck 
had been left on a Gander Bay campsite 
for several days. The registration had been 
removed, and it was emptied of all valuables. 
The key was left in the ignition. A VIN search 
identified the last registered owner, and she 
was contacted. She claimed the truck’s engine 
had “blown up,” and the vehicle not operable. 
She was given three days to remove the truck 
but failed to do so. The truck was towed. The 
registered owner was issued a citation for 
unlawfully abandoning a motor vehicle on 
public property. 
CPO Graden conducted sport fishing checks 
at multiple McLean County lakes. He issued 
four written warnings and two citations for 

aquatic life code violations. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Cottrell issued a citation for no life jacket 
onboard to a Vermilion County resident who 
was kayaking the Middle Fork River. 
CPO Cottrell cited two Danville residents for 
fishing without permission after unlawfully 
entering the gated Lake Vermilion Dam area. 
South Zone – Captain Jim Mayes District 
11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds (Counties: 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, 
Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby) 
CLARK COUNTY 
CPO Mieure completed an investigation on 
an out-of-state resident who had unlawfully 
taken a trophy buck. There were six Illinois 
violations (unlawful take of white-tailed deer, 
no valid permit, unlawful feeding of white-
tailed deer, unlawful possession of wildlife 
taken illegally in the state, failure to tag deer 
upon kill, and failure to report deer harvest) 
and two Indiana violations. The case has been 
referred to the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
for federal prosecution for violation of the 
Lacey Act. A 17-point buck was seized and 
entered into evidence. 
CPO Wellum assisted with the extrication of 
a subject who had a tree fall on him while 
cutting firewood. The subject was transported 
to the hospital via ambulance. 
COLES COUNTY 
CPO Mieure issued a Charleston man and a 
Georgetown man written warnings for over 
limit of bluegill at Wilderness Pond. 
CPO Mieure issued a Charleston man a citation 
for short largemouth bass at Wilderness Pond. 
CPO Mieure responded to a call from Fox 
Ridge State Park staff regarding a Mattoon 
man causing problems in the campground 
and harassing park staff. CPO Mieure located 
the individual and issued him two citations 
for cutting trees on state park property and 
possession and consumption of alcohol in a 
prohibited area. A written warning was issued 
for destruction of trees on park property, and 

Kitchen Knives • Hunting Knives • Skinning Knives
Pocket Knives • German Style Scissors • Cleavers

Axes • Swords • Repair Broken Tips

620-635-0292
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MON-THU: 8AM-10PM • FRI & SAT: 8AM-12MID • SUN: NOON-6PM

SPORTLAND LIQUORS
IN CHRISTOPHER, IL AT HWY 14W

(618) 724-4332

PICK UP A PARTY GIFT BASKET!
* FREE ICE *

WITH BEVERAGE PURCHASE
(Must Have Cooler)

START YOUR REND LAKE VACATION AT: 

LIVE BAIT • WORMS • CRICKETS
COLDEST BEER AROUND!

FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE

Police . . . continued
a civil citation for drug paraphernalia was 
issued after taking the man into custody and 
conducting a search of his person. The subject 
was transported to the Coles County Jail. 
MOULTRIE COUNTY 
CPO Wellum issued a salvage deer tag to a 
Moultrie County resident who found the deer 
in Cumberland County. 
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker 15 
(Counties: Bond, Clinton, Madison, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Randolph, St. Clair 
& Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
While checking fishermen the Carlyle Lake 
Dam, CPOs Tapley and Lentz observed two 
fishermen. One of the fishermen was snagging 
for fish, and the other used a dip net to catch 
striped bass. Citations were issued. 
CPO Tapley found a fisherman below 
the Carlyle Lake Dam who used a cast 
net to illegally take bluegill. Appropriate 
enforcement action was taken. 
MONROE COUNTY 
CPO Sievers and Schachner patrolled during 
the holiday weekend. Citations and written 
warnings were issued for boating, fishing, and 
game violations. 
RANDOLPH COUNTY 
CPO Schachner assisted CPO Sievers and two 
IDNR biologists with investigating a large 
reptile and amphibian kill (several hundred 
turtles) at a slough near the Mississippi River. 
They collected live and dead frogs and turtles 
for testing. The cause of death is not known at 
this time, but Ranavirus is suspected. 

CPO Sievers responded to an unlawful 
possession of raccoon complaint. The 
investigation revealed that the raccoon was 
a nuisance wildlife that had been removed by 
a company which has a commercial nuisance 
wildlife permit. 
CPO Sievers and Schachner patrolled during 
the holiday weekend. Citations and written 
warnings were issued for boating, fishing, and 
game violations. 
District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens (Counties: 
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jefferson, Pope, Saline & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CPO Lay issued citations to three Franklin 
County residents for fishing at Rend Lake 
without a license. 
CPO Lay completed an investigation of fishing 
without landowner consent. The two Franklin 
County residents were issued citations for 
fishing on private property without permission. 
CPO Lay issued a citation to a Franklin County 
angler for fishing in the Big Muddy River 
without a license. The fisherman was initially 
called in as a traffic hazard while he fished 
from a road bridge south of Benton. 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
CPOs Folden, Buhnerkempe, and Johnson 
conducted firearms training at Ten Mile Creek 
Range for the South Zone CPOs and 17 retired 
CPOs. 
District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt (Counties: 
Clay, Crawford, Edwards, Effingham, 
Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, Marion 
Richland, Wabash & Wayne) 
LAWRENCE COUNTY 
CPO Taylor conducted a timber truck inspection 

on a straight truck with 42 logs. The truck was 
pulling a trailer loaded with 18 logs. The driver 
did not have transportation paperwork and 
was issued a citation for proof of ownership. 
The truck and trailer license plate revealed 
the weight capacity for hauling was 36,000 
pounds. It appeared that the vehicle and trailer 
were overweight. Portable scales were brought 
in to weigh the truck. The truck and trailer 
weighed 85,400 pounds. Illinois State Police 
arrived and issued the appropriate citation for 
being overweight. 
While conducting fish enforcement, CPO 
Taylor observed a subject fishing at an old 
strip pit. The subject did not have a fishing 
license, and a citation was issued. 
RICHLAND COUNTY 
While conducting boat safety inspections on 
East Fork Lake, CPO Taylor checked a boat that 
was short a life jacket. A citation was issued 
for insufficient life jackets. While at East Fork 
Lake, a total of eight written warnings were 
issued to other watercraft operators. 
District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor 18 (Counties: 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, 
Perry, Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 
JOHNSON COUNTY 
CPO Johnson conducted watercraft 

enforcement on Lake of Egypt and discovered 
three individuals fishing without a license. 
They were each cited for the violation. CPO 
Somers concluded a death investigation at 
Ferne Clyffe State Park. 
 PERRY COUNTY 
CPO Lewis received a call from a recent theft 
victim. The person advised CPO Lewis he had 
seen his Yamaha outboard motor mounted to 
a boat being towed down the road. The towing 
vehicle and stolen motor were found parked 
at a residence. CPO Lewis confirmed that it 
was the motor that was reported stolen. The 
Perry County Sheriff’s Office assisted with the 
investigation, and the motor was returned to 
its owner. Charges are pending with the Perry 
County State’s Attorney’s Office. 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
CPO Johnson observed a motorcycle on the 
railroad tracks, and the subject was attempting 
to hide in the woods. The subject was asked 
to come out of the woods, and he was issued 
a citation for operating on the tracks. He was 
also issued four written warnings. 
CPO Vasicek was first on scene of a fatal 
boat accident on Lake of Egypt, and the 
investigation is ongoing.

Oldest and Most Reliable Lumber, Rental Center and Hardware Company 
in the Midwest Since 1873

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES
BLUEPRINT SERVICES AVAILABLE

Mon- Fri. 7:30am – 5:00pm • Sat. 8:00am – 12:00pm
1009 SR 97 • Havana, IL

309-543-2251
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STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
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USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

(309) 342-0044
gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

New & Used Guns • Black Powder 
Supplies • Catalog Orders

Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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Coke & Pepsi Fountain
 Drinks Available

GENERAL STORE BAYVIEW
Why go anywhere else when you can find it here!

Tanning Packages 
Available

1520 Spring Bay Rd, East Peoria • 309-822-0707
OPEN MON-SAT 8am - 9pm • SUN 8am - 8pm

Stop by for a FREE 
4x6 photo printed 
from your Phone!

Vehicle Title & License Services • Vehicle Sticker Renewals
Fishing & Hunting Licenses • Propane & Ice • Groceries

Household Items • Personal Products • Outdoor Items • Kid Toys
Party Items • Seasonal Items

Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website

NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!

THE GUNSMITH’S RESPONSIBILITY
 Gunsmiths are sometimes asked to 
provide parts for a mechanism in need, 
and some might think that it is a simple 
procedure to replace a part that may well 
be visible, not hidden deep in the recesses. 
A spring that appears not springy, having 
insufficient tension, should be simple to 
swap in a replacement and be back at it 
– as it were. The situation may require 
diplomacy when explaining to the owner 
that the part is not quite so easy to 
replace, for one, and with a model out of 
production for over half a century, parts 
are less convenient to procure. Some 
other limitations may be due to finding 
only used parts removed from a damaged 
or broken item, so the unknown quality 
factor looms into the picture. If the part 

in question is absent, the replacement 
to order or find may not be correct for 
the version needed to complete the 
assembly, if changes were made during 
the production – as is not an unknown 
occurrence.

 These 3 views of trigger housings 
can bring some comparison to light, by 
noting that at the white arrow in the left 
image, the spring/plunger location is 

housings on the right in the previous 
image set, and the first details to note 
are the spring and plunger next to the 
button. This plunger has a tail that inserts 
into the spring, so the spring needs to be 
long enough to extend to the lower side 
of the plunger head. The second set of 
springs and plunger (with no tail) has no 
provision for a long spring to fit, if trying 
to install a spring as is shown with the 
tailed plunger. There are 2 springs on the 
right: the one removed with the plunger 
shown and a replacement that was 
subsequently made. Note that it would 
not be compatible to use those shorter 
type springs with the tailed plunger, any 
more than it would be advisable to try the 

exposed for examination, 
so does that mean the 
safety can be shifted 
slightly to remove and 
replace? Unfortunately, this 
housing must be completely 
taken apart so that the tail 
of the trigger is out of the 
retaining groove built into 
the safety button to prevent 
parts from falling out from 

an exuberant push. The middle image 
shows where the safety button resides in 
another type housing (red arrow), and the 
zoomed image (at the right) of a similar 
(but empty) housing shows the hidden 
recess for that safety plunger/spring at 
the yellow arrow, and the green arrow 
shows where that hole had originated 
in the drilling process - and might be 
where the spring and plunger need to 
exit and enter during replacement. It 
is theoretically possible to remove the 
safety button with the other parts in 
place, but only with the hammer cocked 
and does anyone want to be struck by an 
unintentional triggering with no safety to 
block an accident?
 This is a safety button for those 



OPEN 7 DAYS!
Tutt’s is a complete supply 
store for fishing, camping 

& much more…

Right next to 
MILLE LACS LAKE

27358 State Highway 18 
Garrison, MN 56450 

320-692-4341 
Fish@TuttsBait.com 
www.TuttsBait.com

VIDEO GAMING
Full Service Restaurant Serving Steaks, Seafood & More!

Tues.-Sat. • Lunch 11-2 • Dinner 5-9
Tues: Chicken Dinner Special & Excellent Pasta Dishes

Thurs: All-You-Can-Eat Walleye • Fri. & Sat.: Roasted Prime Rib
BUSINESS FOR SALE!

410 Locust St. • 309.244.9488

longer spring for the tailed plunger with 
the tail-less plunger – there would be no 
room in the hole for both to enter and 
have any hope of compressing to install 
the button.
 Here is another version of a housing 
that can be used in the same shotgun 
model as the housing with the button 
removed previously shown, with this type 
having the button at the front, rather than 
at the rear of the trigger. This one has the 
plunger visible from the exterior, just 
hiding in the gap above the button, with 
and without the button in place by the 
yellow arrow ends. This version uses a 
completely different design of spring and 
plunger and button, so any part ordered 

without knowing which version was 
needed could be at minimum a failure to 
fit. (This is where knowing that there is 
even another version of the front safety 
location type housing is relevant) The 
little yellow bracket at the right image 
is to denote the distance of the plunger 
hole from the side of the trigger guard, 
since even this detail has the need of a 
specific button. A similar button of slight 
difference in length can be installed and 
appear to function, but one part swap like 
that can make a safety that is supposed 
to be set to “safe” actually leave the 
trigger free to drop the hammer. That is 
correct ----- the safety apparently on but 
not blocking the trigger ----- and what 
might be somewhere near the direction 
of the muzzle when somebody decides 
to test the safety and the chamber is 
loaded?

 Some trigger assemblies are rather 
easy to replace a safety button and/
or spring, as long as there are not any 
other factors involved, such as rusted or 
crud-adhered parts. This version of safety 
mechanism has a spring retaining pin hole 
seen by the green chevrons at the left 
and right. Once the pin is removed while 
having the spring covered during pin 
removal, it should be a simple procedure 
to slip out the spring from the hole seen 
at the blue arrow ends. The safety button 
can be removed with the hammer cocked 
or uncocked, but which way seems more 
prudent for the fellow with hands near 
the pinch point? There may be some 
resistance to safety button removal that 
can be somewhat alleviated by removing 
the pin sleeve that limits trigger pivoting 
travel. In the middle image, that sleeve 
is seen partway out the left side, but in 

rusty condition and dragging hard when 
attempting removal from the hole.
 If you think about the efforts to 
provide the tiny spring seen, and the 
fitting and adjustment that could be 
necessary to ensure suitability for 
the specific model application, is it a 
reasonable call to presume that charges 
for the time involved should be paid by 
the owner, or is it going to be called a rip-
off if attempting to collect what is due? 
The owner that has no consideration 
of what might be involved is precisely 
the reason for explaining a bit of what 
must be considered in a job where safe 
operation is going to be required, and any 
failures can follow the gunsmith and cost 
a ton more from failure than the price of 
success to the customer. Now you know 
a bit more about what a gunsmith must 
do, and sometimes endure.

2058 Old. Rt. 121 • Lincoln, IL 62656
DAY HUNTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

Membership Fees • $200/yr.
Corporate • $1,000/yr.

HUNT QUAIL, PHEASANT & CHUKAR!

Call Greg: 217-871-3500
(217) 642-5895

www.big-oak.com
www.huntingparadise.com
email: hunt@big-oak.com

STOP THE BITING GNATS 
& MOSQUITOES!

VBS, Inc.
VanillaBugSpray.com

309.346.1044

You can find 
Vanilla Bug Spray at 
these fine dealers:

Amboy Sporting Goods, Amboy, IL
Bishop’s Ace Hardware, Springfield, IL
Nord Outdoor Power, Bloomington, IL

Riverside Bait and Tackle, Pekin, IL
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FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537
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HUNTING SMALL WATER 
DUCKS
OFTEN THE HOTTEST DUCK HOLES ARE 
AMONG THE SMALLEST AND LEAST 
OBVIOUS PLACES TO SET A DECOY 
SPREAD.
 It all began innocently enough. In 
fact, it started with just two words — 
Peck’s Place.
 Peck’s Place was Eunice Peck’s farm, 
a wonderful 200-acre patch of goldenrod 
and switchgrass, red oak and multiflora 
rose, all of which served as home for 
ringneck pheasants, cottontails, bobwhite 
quail, whitetail deer, and a countless host 
of other wild things, big and small.
 But Peck’s Place was not just graced 
with uplands, for in the back was a 
swamp. A tiny thing, not more than 40 
feet across, and only half of that was 
open water, clear and devoid of obstacles 
so as to make it an inviting way-station 
for a passing mallard or two.
 Or so we thought. As I remember 
it was late, and the morning flights at 

Wolfe’s Swamp were over. It was my 
father’s idea, this plan to hike into Peck’s 
Back Forty on the off chance a greenhead 
had decided to hide among the cockbirds 
and the whitetails.
 One wood duck, a hen, was the first 
to jump. The fact my shots were futile 
was quickly forgotten as the sky above 
the damp spot turned black with ducks. 
Mallards, black ducks, wood ducks, teal 
— hundreds, no, thousands — each 
clawing for its own piece of atmosphere. 
In the confusion, all we could do was 
watch open-mouthed.
 My father was the first to break the 
silence. “That was a duck or two, wasn’t 

it?” He always did have a way with 
understatements.
 Later that day and for the remainder 
of the season, we returned to Peck’s 
Place. Not to walk through the briars, but 
instead wearing hip boots and camouflage 
coats. Over the years, we spent many 
a wonderful evening watching the sky 
above this insignificant little patch of 
water. And few were the afternoons 
when the slip-sliding mallards and the 
creaking wood ducks disappointed us.
 A pleasant story, perhaps, but there 
is a moral to these ramblings — little 
waters and ducks go together. And from 
the hunter’s standpoint, these tiny drops 

of duck-attractant can prove either as 
easy or as difficult to successfully work 
as the waterfowler wishes, a definite 
plus in these days of 100-decoy spreads, 
elaborate blinds and $20,000 aluminum 
duck skiffs.
 Little waters — what are they? Duck 
hunters from coast to coast each have 
their own definition of what constitutes 
a little bit of water. To the waterfowler 
accustomed to gunning brackish bays or 
endless tidal flats, small waters might be 
described as anything a hunter can see 
across in one look. A better definition, 
however, might be this. Little waters 
are those a hunter would normally not 

SALES & SERVICE ON ALL OUTBOARD MOTORS!
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Let us 
help you 

keep your 
boat in 

the water!
310 Derby St. • Pekin, IL 61554

(309) 346-7018
Like Us on Facebook.com/ShipmanMarineandGun

By M.D. Johnson



consider as huntable simply because they appear too 
small. Generally, these potholes are off the beaten 
path. Often, these wetlands cannot be seen from 
the road, and instead are discovered accidentally, 
by investigative waterfowlers not shy about asking 
questions of landowners, or by those willing to sit 
down with a good topographic map or computer 
mapping software.
 But knowing what these little waters are and 
what they look like is only one variable in the grand 
scheme. The next question: Where? At the risk of 
being vague, these tiny gems are everywhere. From 
spring holes to hidden oxbows, seasonal damp spots 
in the corner of some forgotten field to a 20-by-20 
puddle a mile from the last public hunting area sign, 
little waters are where one finds them.
Having uncovered the secrets of what and where, 
most waterfowlers turn their attention toward the 
third part of the puzzle: How?
 Decoying little waters might, to some, seem 
too easy. Because the area in question is small, 
only a handful of decoys are usually needed. Often, 
hunters will offset these small numbers with the 
use of magnum decoys. Such blocks can be easily 
packed into hard-to-reach places, while their larger 
size makes for increased visibility. Out-of-the-way 
birds are often unpressured birds, accustomed to 
the security these small hiding places provide. The 
point here is decoy spreads, especially smaller 

arrangements during the latter part of the season, 
do not immediately translate into an avian version of 
“Danger — Hunter Below!”
 For the strong of leg and lungs, little waters can 
be successfully worked by jump-shooting. Jump-
shooters should remember, though, the more familiar 
one is with a waterway’s topographical design — the 
wide, slow-moving side pockets and favored loafing 
areas for instance — the better the chances of 
approaching birds in a quiet, stealthy manner. Here, 
time and research can pay off in feathered dividends.
 Floating small waters can also hold exciting 
promise. In some cases, such waters can be accessed 
and navigated either with a lightweight car-topper or 
a canoe. In recent years, belly boats have become 
quite popular among the waterfowling crowd, and 
can in some situations place the hunter dead center 
in the middle of the action. Regardless of the style of 
watercraft employed, hunters should use caution and 
common sense even in small, shallow potholes as 
low water temperatures and cold November winds 
can quickly translate into hypothermia.
 Small waters. Often overlooked by all but a 
handful of cagy waterfowlers, these tiny potholes, 
though diminutive, are often big on productivity. But 
be warned — these places are not for those who like 
to hunt their ducks in the company of others.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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 It had rained hard at 4 AM. The cow 
moose tracks were fresh, as were the wolf 
tracks following them. My guess was less 
than one hour old. Daniel Probst, our friend 
from Illinois, stared down at them, camera in 
hand. He breathed a sigh of resignation; he 
had missed a great camera shot.
 Next to one of the moose tracks was 
heavy scraping by an adult wolf plus several 
small paw scrapes, like those of wolf pups. 
It was obvious sign that a mother gray wolf 
had been teaching her litter that the smell of 
the moose was what they were supposed to 
hunt. The scrape was about 20 inches long 
and 18 wide.
 It was the first time Danny had seen a 
scrape like this and upon his asking about it, I 
was able to relate the wolf’s actions to him from 
what I’d learned from an old native over 70 years 
ago while growing up in northwestern Ontario. 

 “That old gal, whose track measures 
over five inches wide, is a logical choice for 
the wolf and pups. She will be easier to bring 
down than a younger, stronger moose.”
Welcome to Harrogate! 

 Danny and myself had left his father, 
Jim, my daughter Sandy, and ‘Bobber’ Anne 
fishing a deep cut along a rocky shoreline 
where the Ogoki River enters Harrogate Lake. 
As we walked two of them hollered ‘fish on’! 
My bad knees kept me to a slow pace so I 

told Daniel, a super 
photographer, to go on 
ahead. I’d  drop back to 
the girls and Jim. Better 
to catch fish than screw 
up Danny’s chances of 
seeing something really 
cool to photograph, he 
being one of the best 
still photographers I 
know. That’s his goose 
shot seen above of the 
honkers as they flew 
about a half-mile away.
The water levels in the river and lake were 
extremely low this year. With this river 
running over a black volcanic rock base, its 
amber-clear water makes it extremely difficult 
to navigate without hitting rocks. One person 
generally watches from the front of the boat 
to advise the operator of where to go. This 
time my daughter Sandy was chosen to be 
rock-watcher. But even her crystal-blue eyes 
couldn’t see every rock through the sun-glare 
and ripples so we did engage a few. We were 
only able to get halfway down to Moose Island 
and the goose flats; a matter of a couple miles 
down from Harrogate camp. 
 We headed back upriver into the 
entrance of Harrogate. Here we’d find a 
school of walleye and gather fish for supper. 
As it turned out only Sandy and Anne fished 
for the supper fish--they came back with 10 
eating-size walleye that fed the five of us that 

HARROGATE
By Dan Gapen Sr.
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evening and the next day’s  lunch.
 I would follow, as best I could, Danny 
in an attempt to photograph the two moose 
cavorting about on the flats next to the river 
entrance. All we received for our efforts was 
several cow calls and numerous breaking of 
sticks. Halfway into our walk I failed and had 
to return to the boat.
 Jim had taken a walleye on every cast 
on a herring-colored Flub Dub, totaling about 
20 to 25, all of which were released. Once 
Danny returned from his moose hunt about 
40 more walleye were caught and released.  
Sandy caught the biggest walleye of our day’s 
adventure--a 27-incher and weighing in at 
8 pounds. Her guide, ‘Bobber’ Anne, got the 
picture of it before they released it.
Our visit to Harrogate this August was in part 
to deliver half the ashes of my dear yellow 

This Eagle and Osprey 
photo was taken from 
the cabin all the way 

across the lake. Photo 
by Daniel Probst

Anne ready’s the gear as Jim 
and Danny help load it onto 
one of Keuenbergers turbo 

Otter Float Planes

This honker shot was taken from a half 
mile away. Photo by Daniel Probst
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Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
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www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

lab, Thumper. I showed the girls where half of 
my ashes should be placed at the very spot 
Thumper’s settled into…also where they 
caught all their fish.
 Speaking of my physical condition---I was 
a mess on this trip. Thankfully the two ladies 
helped me up and down the hill to and from the 
boat each day, one on either side holding me 
up. You see, my left knee is shot and the other 
one is going. Added to my immobility, I got a 
case of Montezuma’s revenge on day 2 of our 
trip. My constant fishing companion ‘Bobber’ 
Anne then became my nurse. Those who have 
come to know me as a staunch supporter of 
women fishing would gleefully giggle at the 
sight of me being supported on both sides as I 
humbly stumbled back and forth to the cabin. 
Some men and other outdoor writers would 
have their laughs as the two ladies kept me 
from falling. At 86 I’d become a mess. One 
decision was made on this trip---this old man 
would have a new knee by the time you all see 
me at sports shows this winter.
 Broken down as I was, I still managed to 
run the motor part of the time and see to it 
that my guests caught fish. We did extremely 
well on walleye with a few pike thrown in. 
Daughter Sandy again caught the biggest in 
the pike category at 39 inches. Anne showed 
her that lipping this fellow wasn’t the thing to 
do; she grabbed it in the gill plate, hauled it 
aboard and handed it off to Sandy. They got 
photos and it was quickly released.
 Because the water was so low, where 
the river was the most narrow it was 
impassible because of huge boulders blocking 

the way. These were also areas where in the 
past Anne and I had always taken our largest 
walleye and pike. Well, even if we were 
able to get through the first boulder-riddled 
narrows, further down was also probably just 
as difficult. Consequently, we were restricted 
to two miles of river and the lake to fish. It was 
still enough to produce hundreds of walleye 
for the five of us to catch, release, and eat a 
couple. And Sandy’s two nice big ones….
 What is the purpose of this column? Not 
to educate but instead to let my readers know 
I’m human and have the problems many of my 
readers do. That as I age, life’s aging problems 
catch up with me. I’ll continue to write for 
Adventure Sports Outdoors as best I can.
 There’s more to this story but no space 
to tell it. Danny shot some fantastic photos--
-a few great ones of the Milky Way, and of a 
Bald Eagle attacking an Osprey; super shots of 
a flock of Honkers in flight. 

 We had wolves and moose around the 
camp during our entire stay. It became one of 
my greatest trips to Harrogate even though I 
suffered from several old man’s problems such 
as the bad knees and Montezuma’s revenge 
(even though we weren’t in Mexico), requiring 
the gals to become my nurses.
 My greatest pleasure was that I got to 
pass along a great many fishing tips to my 
daughter Sandy. She took them graciously. 
I can tell you fathers what a reward that 
bestowed on me.
 Harrogate, the place I love dearly, is 
where my gals will put half my ashes by 
Thumper’s. Maybe Anne will have some of 
hers put there too. The team you have honored 

with your presence at all those Sports Shows 
all these years will continue to be together as 
time rolls on. And if you like, you can come visit 
the 3 of us there, by contacting Leuenberger’s 
Air Service out of Nakina, Ontario. It also 
provides the moose hunter and waterfowler a 
place to gather the animal of his sport, along 
with a taste of delicious walleye.
 So, like I always say, I’d like you to relax, 
savor and enjoy our great outdoors!
 OUTDOOR FACT: It’s a fact that eagles 
and osprey will not share the same territory 
if they nest too close together. The eagle will 
drive the osprey out. In some cases the eagles 
have been known to kill the adult osprey.

Jim, Anne & Danny in front 
of the modern cabin

My two gals who dragged 
me up and down to the 

boat each day

Sandy Gapen with her 8 lb 
Walleye

Our pilot Angus McKenzie 
our pilot readies the plane 

for take off
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By Richard Lively
 I recently read that fall of 2017 was 
the last open season to hunt caribou in 
Quebec. Over 600 Caribou hunting camps 
are now closed. The decline in Caribou 
numbers is given as the main reason for 
these closures. The Georges River herd 
numbers have fallen from about 750,000 
to only 15,000. Reading this article called 
to mind my 1998 hunt for the Quebec-
Labrador Caribou.
 In February 1997, my wife and I 
worked a booth for Williamson County 
Tourism at the Chicago Outdoor Sports 
show. While she manned the booth, I 
visited with some of the Caribou hunting 
camps that also had booths. I decided to 
book a hunt with the guys from Ungava 
Adventures for the following fall. My hunt 
package was for six (6) days and seven 
(7) nights at the remote Gordon Lake 
camp in Northern Quebec. It included one 
guide for six hunters, all meals, lodging, 
license for two Caribou, and the air travel 
from Montreal to Fort Chimo and from 
Fort Chimo to the Gordon Lake camp and  
the return trip. My original hunt dates 
suggested by Ungava Adventures was for 

September 7-12, 1997, and was priced 
at about $3400. In early August, I was 
contacted by the outfitters and asked to 
postpone my trip until September, 1998 
due to a lack of migration of the herds in 
the hunt area.  I readily agreed!
 As I was approaching my 50th 
birthday, I felt I needed to get in shape for 
my hunt.  I prepared by hiking about two 
miles, three times a week with a loaded 
backpack and my Ruger M-77 in 7mm 
magnum. I also hiked in the boots that I 
planned to hunt in, Rocky Swamp Stalkers. 
Preparation was the key to a successful 
hunt, and I was doing the best I could to 
be in shape for trudging the Tundra.
 September 5, 1998 arrived, and I 
packed up my car for the drive to Montreal, 
Canada to the designated hotel used by 
many Caribou outfitters (Ungava, Safari, 
and Nordik to name a few). We met in 
designated rooms for our briefing for our 
trip to the Lake Gordon camp. I was given 
an Ungava hat and airline tickets to Fort 
Chimo and return. We were reminded of 
weight restrictions. Our travel bags and 
hard shelled gun cases also had to be well 

marked and, most importantly, locked. 
 The next day, many other hunters and 
I boarded a jet bound for Fort Chimo on the 
Ungava Peninsula, south of the Labrador 
Sea. Once we landed, I gathered my bags 
and gun and joined eight (8) others that 
were bound for the Fort Gordon camp. We 
boarded a twin engine otter, piloted by a 

pair of French speaking pilots. This was 
our chance to meet our fellow hunters. 
There were two from New York, two from 
South Carolina, two from Pennsylvania, 
two from Ohio, and myself from the Land 
of Lincoln. All but two were rifle hunters. 
The two guys from Pennsylvania were 
traditional archers and had made their 

Rich by sign dressed for the weather

Gordon Lake Camp

2nd Bull on Solo Hunt
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own bows, arrows, and quivers. I was 
impressed. After a one hour flight to 
the Northwest, we landed on a short air 
strip on top of a ridge that overlooked 
the camp and Gordon Lake. As we got 
off, there were hunters waiting to fly out 
with their boxes of Caribou meat, antlers, 
and capes. Each of these 9 hunters had 
killed two Caribou. The camp manager 
and guide met us there with an ATV and 
cart to carry our luggage and equipment 
to the camp located about 100 yards 
from the air strip. We hunters walked to 
the camp carrying our guns and bows. 
Our abode for the next few nights were 
walled tents, complete with oil heaters, 
bunk beds, and raised wooden floors. 
The camp had a bathroom and shower, 
cook/kitchen building, and a generator. 
Boats with motors were docked at the 
shore. After seeing his outgoing hunters 
off, our guide, Fabian Kennedy who was 
from Labrador, brought our luggage to our 
respective tents for us.
 Our first order of business was to 
check the zeros on our scopes. Fabian had 
a target ready for us to practice. I was 
using a Remington 165 grain extended 
range cartridge. My Ruger M-77 in 7mm 
magnum, topped with a 3x9 Leupold 
scope printed on target. After everyone 
had a chance to test their hunting gear, 
Fabian gave us a general orientation of 
the hunting lease area. He warned us 
about getting lost and the possibility of 
meeting a bear. If it was a black bear, 
we could shoot it and get a permit at 
the camp. After that, we enjoyed a great 
dinner cooked by Louise, Fabian’s wife.
 The next morning would be the day # 
1 of our hunt. As there were nine hunters 
to one guide, he was placing some in 
stands and guiding some each day. After 
a goodnights rest in my sleeping bag and 
bunk mattress, I washed and met up with 
the rest of the group for breakfast. We 
were each given sack lunches. 
 Day # 1- Fabian took six of the group 
out and gave them directions to follow 
to get on stands. He then asked me and 
the two hunters from South Carolina if 
we were up for a “little” walk. The guys 
from SC were dressed in military surplus 
Woodland camo and field jackets. I was 
dressed in a waterproof jacket, pants, and 
Patagonia thermal underwear. My Rocky 
swamp stalkers were also a great choice 
for walking on the tundra.
 Fabian loaded us into an aluminum 
boat, and we motored east on the lake 
for about a mile. The temperature was 
33degrees with a 25mph wind. Once out 

of the boat, we walked single file uphill, 
out across the tundra. The ground was 
like a deep carpet and hiking was easy. 
However, we soon came to many running 
rivulets and small creeks with moss 
covered stones that we had to cross on. 
Then we came to low hills of wet broken 
shale rock. Both guys from SC fell and I 
almost lost my footing. 
 After about five (5) mile, I began 
lagging to the rear. As the guys in front 
passed a small low area, three caribou 
cows appeared. I yelled at Fabian as they 
did not see the cows, and he yelled at me 
to shoot one. As I wanted only bulls, I held 
my fire. Finally he stopped for a break. I 
asked how far we had come from camp. 
He told me that we had travelled ten (10) 
miles. A “little” walk indeed. After ten 
(10) more miles, we returned to camp. My 
quadricepses were on fire. So much for 
my physical preparations for this hunt!! 
At dinner that night, we learned that one 
of the New York hunters had scored a nice 
bull! The migration had stalled out north 
of us, closer to the Labrador Sea.
 Day #2- Fabian started to say 
something about another hike! I cut him 

off saying I would take the boat, my fishing 
gear, and rifle and catch some lake trout. 
He was okay with this, but warned me not 
to shoot from the boat as it was illegal.
 After a second cup of coffee, I load my 
gear into the boat and headed out into the 
lake. I tied on a four inch orange twisted 
tail jig with a chartreuse ¾ oz. jig head, 
coated with some Berkley salmon/trout 
paste and started slowly trolling close 
to shore. Right away, I missed a strike. I 
reeled in and applied some more paste 

so I could try again. Within 5 minutes, I 
was fighting a chunky eight (8) pound 
laker. Then the wind picked up and began 
to blow hard. I had another hit before I 
went in.  Too rough for me. I took my fish 
to the cook shack, and Louise asked me 
to filet it and bring it back to her. I did as 
she requested. The bow hunters returned 
to camp as scouting in the strong winds 
proved unproductive for Caribou. They had 
seen big bulls, but they were out of bow 
range. They did, however, get 8 ptarmigan 
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Cross Country Bull Christmas-Caribou- Man Cave Twin Otter to remote camp
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with special arrows. These arrows had 
figure 8 wire type heads.
 For supper that night we feasted 
on broiled lake trout filets and baked 
Ptarmigan as well as the other camp fare. 
The Ptarmigan were the best wild fowl 
that I had ever eaten. Their crops had been 
full of wild blueberries and red ptarmigan 
berries which are very good to snack on.
Day 3- looked stormy and windy. Fabian 
assigned us areas around the lake to 
take stands. He loaded the archers up in 
the ATV to take them further out. After 
breakfast, I picked up a sack lunch and 
hike west above the lake shore. I followed 
the ridge to a small valley about a mile 
from the camp and sat down next to a 
large granite boulder and began glassing 
with my Bausch and Lomb 10x50 glasses. 
The wind picked up sharply and the 
temperature dropped to 20 degrees F. Then 
it began to spit snow. I then positioned 
myself behind the boulder to shelter from 
the wind. I would pop up from behind it 
and glass the valley below for caribou and 
then sit back down. About ¾ of a mile 
from my position, the stand to the north 
was occupied by one of the SC hunters. I 
watched him through my binoculars as he 
did jumping jacks to warm up. His military 
surplus clothing wasn’t up to the cold 
wind and snow!!
 From time to time, I spotted cows with 
claves drifting with the wind through the 
valley. After 8 hours, I gave up and hiked 
back to camp. No one had scored that day!
 Day # 4 dawned sunny and about 33 
degrees. Fabian told me he would guide 
me to a place he called “Bull Valley”.  We 
quickly loaded one of the boats with pack 
frames, sack lunches, and ourselves for a 
trip to the west end of Gordon Lake, about 
two miles away.  We exited the boat and 
climbed a steep ridge on the south side 
of the lake. We sat down to glass a wide 
long valley. There were Caribou trails 

crossing the valley in several spots. They 
looked like ATV roads which are indicative 
of large migratory herds. 
 The weather in the sub-arctic can 
change rapidly. Soon the temperature 
dropped as clouds covered the sun, and it 
began to spit snow. This weather change 
lasted only 20 minutes and the sun 
reappeared. The temperature went up to 
40 degrees F. I looked down at my pants, 
and they were covered with black flies, but 
fortunately they weren’t biting. Fabian and 
I scanned the horizon four (4) hours to no 
avail. Finally, he said, “Let’s go back to the 
boat.” As we topped the ridgeline, he said 
“fresh Caribou tracks”!!! Sure enough just 
over 300 yards below us, passing by our 
boat, was a nice bull.  “It’s too far,” I told 
him. “Give me your gun!!” he said. I had 
no idea what he had in mind. He slung my 
riffle over his shoulder, took off running, and 
stunned, I followed!! All I could do was run 
after him! When we got to the bottom of the 

hill, I was winded. Fabian quickly crossed 
the stones in a small stream. I stumbled 
on the second stone and did a belly flop 
in the icy water. Fabian turned to me and 
said, “Don’t stop now man”!!! Thanks to 
Gore Tex, I wasn’t too wet. The bull had 
only gone 125 yards around the base of the 
hill and was standing near a small pool of 
water, munching lichens. Fabian indicated 
for me to crawl behind a boulder. He racked 
a round into the rifle and handed it to me. 
I was still breathing heavily as I rested the 
Ruger M-77 across the top of the boulder. 
Finally settling down, I place the cross hairs 
on the bull’s shoulder and fired. He dropped 
in place. We quickly took photos, caped and 
quartered the bull and shouldered the pack 
frames. Back at the boat we loaded up and 
motored back to camp. I was elated! My trip 
was successful.
 Day 5 – I took a stand just north 
of the camp and in sight of the airstrip. 
After a couple of hours of glassing and 

watching ptarmigan and Canada geese, 
I spotted a pair of antlers on the eastern 
horizon. The bull came in sight and then 
disappeared into a deep depression. I got 
up quickly and moved seventy five (75) 
yards towards the bull. He re-appeared 
and moved towards me, then stopped 
about 200 yards out. The wind was at my 
back, so I figured that he winded me. I put 
the crosshairs on his shoulder from my 
sitting position and fired. I dropped him 
with one shot!  I ran to where he lay and 
admired my bull. After photos, I removed 
the entrails as advised by my guide.  I had 
really lucked out on this hunt as I was the 
only hunter to fill two tags. The guys from 
New York took a bull and a cow. My only 
regret was that I didn’t take my sweet 16 
and shoot some ptarmigan to bring home. 
I was a great time, and I delivered the 
cross country bull to my taxidermist, Wes 
Burris, for a great mount that adorns my 
man cave! Great memories!

LIKE NEW 1996 HYDRA SPORT 175E
Extremely Low Hours • Excellent Condition • $6,000

Call Harry at 309-360-0487

In the heart of historic Menard County, IL, 
RiverBank Lodge offers a unique and

 memorable lodging experience. Located 
on the southern edge of Petersburg, 

Illinois, on the banks of the Sangamon 
River. We are very close to Abraham 

Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic Site, 
as well as the Jim Edgar Panther Creek 

State Fish & Wildlife Preserve.
24 Guest Rooms, Lounge and Great Pizza!

RiverBank Lodge
522 S. 6th St. • Petersburg, IL

866.459.3040 • 217.632.0202
www.riverbanklodge.com
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1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

THE ULTRA 
MODERN BULLET
By John Simeone

 Ever since Neanderthal found in 
necessary to chunk a rock at Cro-Magnon 
there has been a fascination among 
those who shoot stuff, with ballistics; 
the science of a projectile in flight. There 
were stones and arrows, catapults, 
bambards, the Aucubas, Brown Besses, 
Henrys, Winchesters, Garands and 
Stoners, just to name a few, all with 
an advance on the previous technology 
in reign death and destruction on any 
opposing force. With the military side 
was a section of projectiles reserved for 
the purpose of hunting. 
 Round lead balls worked but as 
technology advanced hunters wanted 
more range with their hunting arms. The 
conical lead bullet came then the cup 
and draw jacketed style bullet mostly 
used today. Variations continued with 
partitions added and jacket thickness 

to provided controlled expansion with 
mushrooming or riveting bullets used for 
hunting.  The Geneva/Hauge Convention 
rules of war stated Full Metal Jacket 
must be used in small arms as to cause 
more casualties than grievous wounds or 
death from expanding bullets. Still plenty 
of deaths occurred.
      For the hunter John Nosler’s famous 
Moose Hunt failure inspired him to invent 
the Partition bullet which allowed for 
bone breaking power from a controlled 
expansion bullet. Now we had something 
here. This ended the 3-dimensional 
properties of what bullets do when 
they hit a live target. I will explain this 
in normal everyday terms, so the hunter 
will understand what is needed and how 
things work.
 The first dimension in bullet 
performance is Blunt Trauma; the 

actual striking force of 
a bullet upon impact. 
In something like the 
45 Long Colt a slow 
large caliber bullet hits 
like a brick causing 
much forcible damage 
even with little or 
no penetration. For 
instance, a Police Officer 
hit from a 44 magnum in 
a light ballistic vest may 
very well survive with no 
penetration wound but 
there will be extensive 
superficial damage and 
bruising from the sheer 
blunt force of the bullet.
 The second 
dimension is the 
little-known factor of 
Dwell Time as a slow 
unrelenting, projectile 
spins at high torque 
and passes through a 
live target at subsonic 
velocity, the 30 caliber 
bullet or above if 
designed to expand, 

922 S Park St. • Hardin, IL 62047

 618-576-9466 • FAX: 618-576-9472
www.quillersoutboard.com

2018 SilverWave 230 Grand Costa RL powered 
with 200 hp Suzuki $42,500

(price includes trailer)

2018 Silverwave 230 Island CL 
powered with 150 Suzuki  $35,000.00

(Dealer Demo) (price includes trailer)

2017 Silverwave 210 Island F Pontoon 
powered with a 90HP Suzuki $25,000.00 

(price includes trailer)

An assortment of fine bullets and loaded rounds for 
the 45-70 By Lehigh Defense LLC.

The first advancement from the round lead ball was 
the Civil War Minnie Bullet.



that a solid bullet so constructed does 
two things. In flight the “Magic Flutes” 
cause the bullet to be as aerodynamic as 
a spitzer type. But the real power comes 
when it hits.
 Contrary to popular belief this full 
metal solid bullet doesn’t act like a 
conventional Full Metal Jacket Bullet. 
In actuality it causes a hollow point like 
wound channel due to the liquid transfer. 
Hard to believe isn’t it, but ballistic jell 
tests with just about every handgun and 
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will cause a grievous and un-survivable 
wound if a vital area is struck. The larger 
the diameter of the bullet, and the heavier 
weight adds to this effect.
 Common to high powered rifles is 
the third dimension being hydrostatic 
shock. This bullet is traveling at 
supersonic velocity and multiplies the 
force of impact by a forward shock wave 
that causes a large temporary wound 
channel that can expand organs into 
bursting. Striking a bone can also cause 

damage to the central nervous system in 
different degrees that can cause instant 
incapacitation. As terrible as this sounds 
it is exactly what is needed in the hunting 
world to kill an animal humanely.
 Enter the 4th Dimensional Bullet. 
This would be the Extreme Penetrator by 
the genius at Lehigh Defense LLC. It’s just 
something entirely deferent. The fluted 
nose you see takes advantage of the three 
basic properties of rifle and pistol bullets 
and adds liquid transfer. That means 

All smoking charges are based on finished 
weight of product. All Deer must have proper 
tags before processing.
$30 Deposit Required
Cash/Check Only
24-HOUR LATE NIGHT 
DROP OFF AVAILABLE!

DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE

PEORIA AREA 
HEADQUARTERS 

FOR DEER PROCESSING
Salami, Summer Sausage, 

Snack Sticks, Brats and More
309.688.8711

703 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE • PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL

www.alwanandsons.com

John Nosler’s famous Partition bullet started a real 
tread in big game hunting. I was almost killed by 
one of these when I faced a charge at night with 

nothing but a 44-magnum revolver.

Mike “Crooked Hat” Jones and his 6-year-old son 
Michael will tell you the Henry 357 Magnum is 
more powerful than many think, add the Lehigh 
Extreme Penetrator and you’re ready to hunt.

Lehigh Defense LLC bullets are factory loaded by 
Underwood and Gorilla Ammunition Company.

rifle cartridge shows the same thing with 
all speeds of bullets fired. The word is 
simply amazing. 
 Even as this is being written, more 
technology is on the way. In the now world 
of Lehigh Defense LLC we have “The 
Mother of all Hollow Points.” Depending 
on the type of pistol or rifle and caliber 
there are Controlled Chaos, Controlled 
Fracturing, and Maximum Expander that 
covers subsonic to hypersonic speeds. 
Most of these hollow point designs not only 

Office: 217-895-2677 • Cell: 217-246-7470
610 East 5th St. Neoga, IL 62447 • Exit 177 off I-57 to Neoga

Pheasant, Quail 
and Chukars

We Specialize in High 
Quality Hunting in 

Normal Field Conditions

Call to Book 
Your Hunt Today

51ST ANNIVERSARY HENRY DECOY SHOW
FEB 10TH, 2019 

AT THE HENRY HIGH SCHOOL
CALL JASON BALDWIN FOR TABLES & INFO • 312-316-7484
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279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

(217) 764-5678 

The-bullettrap.com

WELCOME TO 

THE BULLET TRAP!  

Experience state-of-the-art 
indoor recreational target shooting!

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now 

open for business. We carry a variety of 
firearms and accessories.  We also accept 

guns on trade and consignment. 

The Bullet Trap is available for private 
parties and special events. 

THE “CABIN”

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:
Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat 

Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting

Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.
You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

2 LOCATIONS:
3711 Amber • Pinckneyville, IL

618-357-2711

477 Hwy 6 West • Oxford, MS
662-236-7773

Find Details & Pictures of Inventory at:
MooreBrothersAutoSales.com

2470 235th St.
Fort Madison, IA

1-877-BIRDHUNT
www.FaethsFowlPlay.com

FAETH’S
FOWL PLAY

produce a large would channel, they cause 
multiple wound channels while the base of 
the bullet continues to exit the target.
 If you just happen to hunt with a 
Muzzle Loader, Lehigh has a full line of 
bullets for your Sabots just check them 
out online and see this great selection. 
 In my pet Henry Single Shot 45-70, 
a rifle perfect for the Louisiana Primitive 
Deer Season, I wanted pure accuracy. 
When you only have one shot, shooting 
groups somehow doesn’t make a lot 
of sense. This was the final Zero Shot, 

Ultra Modern Bullet . . . continued

“When the chips are 
down and you ain’t got 
no time, and you can’t 

make a deal,” make sure 
your loaded with Lehigh 
Defense LLC Extreme 

Penetrator or Self Defense 
Bullets. They have the full 
line loaded by Underwood, 

for any situation.

My two favorites the 308, 152 gr Controlled Chaos bullet and the 45-70, 305 
gr Controlled Fracturing Bullet, “The Mother of all Hollow Points.”

When I only have one Shot with the Henry Single Shot 
It’s Lehigh bullets all the way.

I’m now ready for the hunt with Lehigh 
Defense ammo.
      These types of bullets require study 
and the place to go is the website or 
Facebook page for Lehigh Defense LLC. 
The proof is in the high-speed camera 
shots that catch the bullet going through 
ballistic gelatin “The Jello Shot.” Its 
really fun to watch. Certainly, my good 
buddy Nito Mortera has done great 
video work with Henry Rifles and Lehigh 
Bullets showing exactly what they will 
do. See his video at Archersparadox 2020 
Outdoors Adventures LLC …. Pass it on.



Details at www.bedford-sales.com
Email questions to 

bedfordsales@sbcglobal.net 
or call 815-942-1333
879 Bedford Road, Morris, IL

Showroom loaded with New 
& Pre-owned Boat Specials!

2018 Ranger RT188 Aluminum

2018 Ranger Reata 220C Pontoon

2018 Ranger Z519 Bass Boat

October 2018 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 69

BEST TIPS FOR CLEANING 
A WHITETAIL DEER
By Mark Kayser
FOLLOW THESE STEPS TO PROPERLY FIELD 
DRESS AND CLEAN YOUR DEER SO IT’S 
READY FOR THE DINNER TABLE.
 The road to a great venison-based meal 
starts well before you fire up the grill or turn 
on a stove burner. It begins with the pulling 
of the trigger, bow release or firearm. Once 
a deer hits the ground, the real work begins, 
and if you don’t field-dress your deer properly, 
family members may grimace at its place on 
the table.
 The following field-cleaning tips are 
illustrated with a whitetail deer. But they hold 
true for pronghorn, elk, moose and mule deer 
or others like axis, fallow and blacktail, too. 
Follow these steps and turn that grimace from 
the chores of work into a big smile that says, 
“Pass me another helping, please!”
 QUICK SHOOTING TIPS: To kick off 
your mealtime bounty, take an extra moment 
and aim for the vitals. Broadside is best. 
Quartering-away shots placed too far back on 
the animal may cause the spillage of intestinal 
matter. If that material comes into contact 
with meat, it can taint it. The same goes for a 
taking a walking-away shot. Fecal matter and 
urine could be released to contaminate meat 
— particularly beefy, rear quarters. If a nasty 
spillage occurs, use any fresh water to rinse 
off meat immediately and wash again when 
you reach a location with a water hose.
 SET-UP AND SUPPLIES: Before 
beginning, break out elbow-length, farm 
supply gloves and cover those with latex 
surgical gloves. You can even purchase them 
packaged together at sporting goods outlets 
like Cabela’s in “gutting kits.”
If possible, place the deer carcass flat or 
slightly downhill with the head facing up. This 
helps you roll entrails out and downward with 
minimal effort.
 STEP 1: Now focus on the back end. 
Locate the circular anus and make an incision 
completely around it with deep slices to 
loosen it from the interior. Female deer require 
a larger, oval cut that includes the doe’s 
reproductive opening.  For male deer, continue 
with prep by freeing the penis and scrotum 
by slicing along the outside edge. At the end 
you’ll find the attached urethra. Keep slicing 
around it all the way back to the anus while 
keeping intact. It should be lying between the 
legs now and unless sex identification laws 
prohibit, you can cut off the penis and scrotum 
where they connect to the urethra. Some tie 
off the end to prevent any drips that are small 
at best. Leave the urethra for now, as it can be 
pulled back into the body and removed whole, 

along with the anus, at the end of the field-
dressing process. On a female, you can also 
remove the udder now. Spilt milk could also 
taint meat.
 STEP 2: Move your attention to the 
bottom edge of the ribcage. Carefully make 
a downward cut just through the hide. Now 
begin slicing backward all the way to the pelvic 
bone. Use your index and middle finger to hold 
up the skin while you slice between them. 
Your goal is to not puncture the intestines, but 
to open the deer to remove vital and paunch 
contents.
 Back at the pelvis, you have the option 
of splitting it with a saw or leaving it intact. 
Splitting it gives you more room to remove the 
anus, urethra and bladder, but a careful tug 
also pulls it through to the body cavity later. 
It’s your choice.
 STEP 3: If the buck is headed to a 
taxidermist, do not cut the hide above the 
bottom of the ribcage. If you don’t have plans 
to mount the buck, you have the freedom to 
open the ribcage further to ease removal of 
vital organs.
 Take your knife and slice open the 
diaphragm that separates vitals from 
intestines. Reach way in and grab the windpipe 
as far as possible. Now carefully take your 
other hand holding your knife and severe the 
pipe at the farthest possible point. Tug on 
the pipe and slice along the interior walls to 
loosen all vitals. Keep tugging and slicing the 
side as you reach the entrails. When done flop 
them to the side of the rear quarters. This is 
the time to sever the heart and liver if you plan 
on turning them into a meal.
 STEP 4: You’re almost done. Reach into 
the pelvic region and pull back the urethra, 
anus and bladder through the large opening 
back into the body cavity.
 If you have fresh water available wash 
out the carcass. Immediately move the carcass 
to a cool location and cover if traveling on a 
dusty road. When you get the deer back to 
home or camp wash it again, keep it cool and 
you’re ready to make it into the main course of 
many future meals.
 www.grandviewoutdoors.com



BLACKTOP CONTRACTORS • FREE ESTIMATES
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BRIAN ROWDEN • DEREK VESTAL
225 N. Second St., Pekin, IL 61554

346-0564
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 Every fall for more years that I can 
remember, my husband, Jerry, and I 
head across the border into Canada to 
hunt bears through The Bear Camp.  The 
owners, Duane and Barry Boucher set up 
their primitive camp about thirty miles 
west of Armstrong which is around 150 
miles north of Thunder Bay.    The drive 
from our home in MN can be made in 
approximately 12 hours depending on road 
construction and detours.
 Preparation for our trip generally 
starts in June because the fall black bear 
season in Ontario always begins on August 
15.   Our time at the target butt intensifies 
with each passing week.  By mid-July 
we switch from field tips and continue 

using practice broadheads.   When our 
equipment is packed we both are 100% 
confident in our skill to make a lethal shot 
should a bear come into our bait station 
and offer us a broadside shot.  
 Boecher sets up bait sites in an 
area of around 800 square miles.  Where 
possible, he establishes these sites near 
water.   This tends to keep a bear nearer a 
food source when the temperatures soar.   
Since Jerry and I always book the opening 
week of the season we have recently 
experienced days when the thermometer 
reached almost 90ºF.   
 It is not unusual for a bear to wait 
until almost dusk when temperatures 
begin to drop or even wait until the sun 
sets completely to forage for food.  But 
these hot spells only last a couple of days 
and then a cool front usually moves in at 
which time the bears become more active.  
Booking later in the season hunters do not 
have to deal with the heat also one of the 

bears natural food sources, blueberries 
are now nearly eliminated. As their 
food sources begin to dwindle they take 
advantage of those left by the outfitters.
 We usually arrive in camp two days 
before season opens so we can set up our 
stands, hoping that the bears coming to 
the bait station will become accustomed 
to seeing and then ignoring it. We are also 
able to take time to clear any shooting 
lanes and identify the major trail the 

THE SHOT AND THE 
RECOVERY
by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz • marleneasomag@gmail.com

100% PURE SCENT
DISTRIBUTORS WELCOME!

BOTTLED & SHIPPED FRESH SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR REQUESTED HUNT DATE!

ABSOLUTELY THE FRESHEST AROUND!
NO ADDITIVES! ORDER TODAY!

OUR PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
• Fresh Doe Urine 
• Fresh Buck Urine 
•  Fresh Doe Estrous (available last 

week of Oct. until it’s gone) 
• Scent Volumizer 
• Timber Valley Brand Apparel®

CALL OR TEXT: 217.828.BUCK
order@tvfreshscent.com • www.tvfreshscent.com

15263 Hilltop Street • Petersburg, IL 62675

This bear traveled nearly 4 miles

bear/s are using to enter the site. Trail 
cameras give us an idea of the number 
and size of bears coming in to eat provided 
they’ve been placed out of reach of any 
visiting bears. They are very observant of 
any changes to their environment and of 
course very curious. Getting pictures of 
just a furry nose, an eye or even a tongue 
is not usual.
 This year we got a surprise when 
viewing the sd card.  A bear is seen entering 
the frame, going to the bait, and then in 
the third frame the bear has climbed the 
tree.  The last frame shows a larger bear 
heading toward the bait. Often younger, 
smaller bears come into a station early 
but are alert to a larger, more dominate 
bear that may also be visiting the site.  
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This was clearly the case and my husband 
was excited because the sequence of 
pictures had been timestamped early in 
the evening.    
 The temperatures dropped for the 
opening day and all hunters in camp 
were eager to get to their stands. Our 
friend, Dick arrowed a bear causing it to 
somersault and break the arrow before 
running off into the dense cover. After 
inspecting the shaft Dick found traces of 
fat and hair but no blood. He felt it was 
not a hit in the vital area however, the 
next morning he was out looking for any 
possible sign of blood and even followed 
the path the bear had taken when running 
from the bait.  
 There is not one bowhunter that I know 
who doesn’t rehash a less than perfect shot 
to try and figure out why the arrow didn’t 
hit where it should have.    Dick, like us, 
practices diligently before each hunt and 
consistently hits where he aims.   
 So, what went wrong? There could 
have been a sudden gust of wind that 
moved the shallow rooted trees we 
place our stands in. It could have been 
the bear moving just a smidgen to reach 
a tasty tidbit at the bait site.  The shaft 
could have glanced off a twig that went 

undetected when the stand was set.   
These are all possible scenarios that can’t 
be anticipated and that can throw off an 
otherwise perfect shot.
 The following afternoon my husband 
experienced success.  He patiently waited 
for a broadside shot and the bear dropped 
just 10 yards from the bait. There was 
no tracking involved making the recovery 
easy. Examining the bear back as camp 
Dick discovered there were actually 4 
holes in the bear’s hide. There was the 
entrance and exit points that Jerry’s 
3-bladed broadhead had made.  But closer 
scrutiny revealed the other holes were 
made by a 4-bladed broadhead.  The same 
kind Dick shoots.  They were just above 
the spine and probably considered a flesh 
wound since the shaft had entered and 
excited just under the skin.
 Dick was relieved that his shot had not 
done any severe damage to the bear.  No 
conscientious hunter ever wants to wound 
a bear.  The distance the bear traveled 
after it was first hit turned out to be nearly 
4 miles (as the crow flies) through dense 
forest and over two small rivers.   
 Female black bears have a home 
range of between 2.5 and 10 square miles.  
The male black bear has a much larger 

home range that can be from 10 to nearly 
50 square miles.  Since Jerry’s bear was 
male the distance he traveled between 
bait sites is not unusual.   Crossing those 
two rivers probably helped clean out and 
heal his wound.
 For Jerry and Dick, this was a hunt 
full of surprises.  For information on 

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately 
owned corporation established in 1942.

A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
 • Professional farm management
 • Real estate brokerage
 • Full line insurance services
 • Livestock operations management
 • Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
 • Providing professional services with a personal touch!

Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop 
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman

213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM

The Knox County Scenic Drive is held annually 
in west central Illinois in celebration of the rural 
heritage of the area. Towns, villages and points of 
historic interest participate as official stops.

For more information,
contact Thomas Collopy at

309-309-2302 or 800-916-3330

Email us at brn@gallatinriver.net

Check out our website:
www.knoxcountyscenicdrive.com

Featured Attractions:
•  Historic Sites, Displays     

& Demonstrations
• Food Galore 
• Crafts • Music
• Flea Markets 
• Locally Grown Produce

Things To Do:
•  Photo Contest 
• Face Painting
• Petting Zoo 
• Wagon Rides
• Build a Scarecrow
• And Much More

booking a hunt with The Bear Camp you 
can write Duane Boucher at 929 Candy 
Mountain Drive, Slate River, ON P7J 0C3  
Canada.    Boucher also has moose hunt 
and spring bear hunts.
 Until next month, don’t forget to take 
your daughter, granddaughter or niece 
bowhunting.

Jerry’s bear only ran 10 yards
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BLOOD TRACKING DOGS 
101: USING DOGS TO 
RECOVER MORE DEER
By Tracy Breen

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
dogcamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

Special Care For Your Special Pet
We are dedicated to companion animal 

cremation & burial. You can be assured your 
pet will be treated with dignity & respect.
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GUN DOG TRAINING
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Happy Dog 
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618-599-4789
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LOOKING FOR A NEW CHALLENGE? 
TRAINING BLOOD-TRACKING DOGS 
TAKES TIME AND DEDICATION, BUT 
IT CAN LEAD TO MORE RECOVERED 
DEER AND A REWARDING BOND 
WITH YOUR DOGS.
 If you’re a bowhunter, you’ve 
probably wounded a big-game animal or 
killed one that you never recovered. That, 
sadly, is part of bowhunting. We misjudge 
distances, we get buck fever, equipment 

fails. There are several reasons we don’t 
find an animal we are trying to recover.
In the last 10 years or so, more and 
more bowhunters are calling in a blood 
tracker when the blood trail disappears. 
The first name that often rolls off the 
tongue when the call needs to be made 
is John Engelken. Engelken makes his 
living tracking deer with bloodhounds. He 
tracks for outfitters, hunting celebrities, 
major league sport stars and Average 

Joes across the Midwest.
 We spoke at length with Engelken 
to learn more about what’s required to 
become a top-notch blood tracker.

A SERIOUS COMMITMENT

 If you want to get into the wild sport 
of blood tracking, you first must realize 
the level of commitment it takes. “It is 
hard to be a good tracker and have a 
great tracking dog while being a hard-
core hunter,” Engelken explained. “I 
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rarely hunt anymore because I am always 
tracking deer for other people. This is a 
requirement because it is my job and for 
a dog to be a great tracking dog, it needs 
to spend a lot of time tracking deer.”
 Like bird dogs, a tracking dog is only 
going to be very good if it spends a lot of 
time in the field. “A person needs to decide 
before buying a puppy if he wants to track 
for himself and his friends or if he wants 
to take it to a whole new level,” said 
Engelken. “Most bird dogs only hunt a few 
times a year, and many hunters are fine 
with the result they get when they take 
Fido hunting. Many blood-tracking dogs 
are this way. However, for a dog to find a 
deer that no other hunter or dog can find 
requires an amazing level of commitment 
that most don’t have the time for.”

CHOOSING A PUPPY
 Whether you want to be a casual or 
hard-core tracker, Engelken believes it 
all starts with having a good dog. “I use 
bloodhounds because I believe they have 
the best nose for the job I do, which is 
often old trails,” he said. “There are many 
breeds available. The most important 

thing is making sure you get a dog from a 
quality breeder.”
 When Engelken is looking for a 
new bloodhound, he doesn’t just throw 
down some money and pick up a dog. He 
studies a litter, looking for just the right 
dog for his needs.
 “I think one of the most important 
things to look for in a new dog is how 
it uses its nose. When I am looking at a 
litter, I look for the puppy that is using his 
nose. I think that is key.”
TRAINING TACTICS
 After you have a puppy, the next 
step is training it. “Some say a puppy 
should be allowed to be a puppy for a 
while before you start training it,” said 
Engelken. “I like to start training a dog 
right away. A puppy doesn’t have a long 
attention span, so in the beginning the 
trail should contain a lot of blood, be 
short and exciting. It is important to note 
that early imprinting on a puppy is a 
necessity. From the time they are young, 
I want my dogs to know that blood is 
extremely important.”
 Another thing Engelken believes is 
necessary when training a blood-tracking 

dog is finding out what type of reward 
the dog craves. “At the end of a training 
run, a dog must receive some type of 
reward,” he said. “Although food is the 
most popular reward, it is not the best 
reward for all dogs. Some dogs like a 
chew toy better than food; some prefer a 
lot of praise. Finding the thing that your 
dog loves is really important.”
 After a person has a puppy moving 
in the right direction, repetition is the 
key to success. “I train my dogs almost 
daily in the offseason,” said Engelken. 
“Sometimes it might be a short training 
session under normal weather; the next 
day we may do a longer trail when it 
is raining. My goal when training is to 
create trails that will be just like trails I 
encounter in the woods in the fall. I try to 
cover it all during my training and do it 
often. Like anything in life, you get out of 
it what you put into it.”

DEALING WITH DISTRACTIONS
 Engelken trains his dogs on finding 
deer, being obedient, and dealing with 
lots of noises and people. “In my line of 
work, my dogs need to be able to focus 

on the task of finding a deer and ignore 
everything else,” he said. “I am constantly 
introducing them to new things so they 
get used to dealing with a wide range of 
distractions while we are tracking.”
 One thing many dogs have a hard time 
focusing on when tracking a wounded 
deer is the tracks from the wounded deer 
when there are a lot of other tracks in the 
area. Engelken overcomes this by training 
his dogs in areas with lots of deer.

ON-THE-JOB TRAINING
 You can only train so much. 
Eventually, a dog has to figure the rest out 
on its own. “After hunting season arrives, 
I spend almost every day tracking for 
deer,” Engelken noted. “This on-the-job 
training really brings my dogs to the next 
level. They spend the entire fall looking 
for deer. It doesn’t take long for a young 
dog to determine what his job is after he 
has been on a few successful trails. By 
the end of a deer season, my dogs have 
been on many trails that are successful 
and end with a happy hunter. Every trail 
teaches the dog and me something.”
www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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HIKE MORE, WORRY LESS!
SHAWNEE GUIDED

 HIKING TOURS & SHUTTLE SERVICE
 On 210 Indian Kitchen Rd near 
Eddyville, IL, adjacent to the Lusk Creek 
Wilderness Area and on past the Dead 
End sign you will encounter a new sign.

 Shawnee Guided Tours & Shuttle 
Service hangs from a large oak tree in 
front of Bart and Carol Lane’s home. 
The house may be new but the property 
that is nestled between the Lusk Creek 
Wilderness Area and Bear Branch in the 
Shawnee National Forest has been home 
to Bart’s family for more than 60 years. 
The trails along the bluffs and creeks 
leading to Lusk Creek Canyon/Indian 
Kitchen Natural Area is where Bart spent 
his childhood hiking, exploring, canoeing, 
and later guiding trail riders on horseback. 
He gained a much broader knowledge of 
the trails throughout the SNF during his 
8 years as owner of Bay Creek Ranch 
Horse Camp. During that time he not only 
lead trail rides, but worked alongside 

the US Forest Service mapping out and 
ensuring that many of the existing trails 
connect and remain open for equestrian 
use, and according to Ranger at the time 
Tim Pohlman, was instrumental in the 
implementation of the equestrian trail 
system now in place.
 Bart has worked as a laborer, 
operator, horse camp owner/trail guide 
with wife Carol, and after several job 
opportunities fell through he took it as a 
sign and decided to go back out on his 
own to do what he does best, and that is 
to guide others to places and experiences 
they would not find on their own. “My 
wife Carol and I would hike to a beautiful 

overlook or along a bluff line and talk about 
how so many people would enjoy being 
here away from all the noise and traffic 
and commotion of everyday living, and we 
would wish we could figure out a way to 
help bring them here and still be able to 
sustain ourselves enough to remain free 
to do so,” says Bart. So at a point where 
it was time to follow his dream or let it 
go, he obtained his Outfitter/Guide Permit 
from the US Forest Service and began 
Shawnee Guided Tours & Shuttle Service.
 “What I hope to achieve through 
my services is an opportunity to take 
individuals and groups of hikers that 
would benefit from being guided along 

Call Southernmost Illinois 
Tourism Bureau for a guide to 

outdoor adventures: 800-248-4373
www.southernmostillinois.com

unfamiliar trails to places they would not 
see on their own” Bart states. “The shuttle 
service is another way to help hikers enjoy 
their experiences more conveniently. It 
allows, for example, River to River thru 
hikers or day hikers to travel here in one 
vehicle. I pick them up at a designated 
point, usually where they plan to end up 
and leave their car, and take them to their 
starting point. Once I do this they are on 
my radar so to speak and I am available to 
come and get them off the trail if needed. 
My shuttle service also offers those 
staying in local cabins and lodging to be 
picked up, driven to (mostly along scenic 
back roads), and guided on a hike of 
their choosing. The shuttle service is not 
limited to hikers. Those coming to kayak 
the area creeks, Lusk, Bear Branch, Grand 
Pierre, etc., can also benefit from the 
convenience of bringing one vehicle and 
getting delivered to their starting point. 
“The new steps that have been put in on 
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the Eddyville Rd by the iron bridge gives 
better access to Lusk Creek for canoeing 
and kayaking,”explains Bart.
 In addition to these services and 
because of the proximity to the River to 
River Trail and direct access to Lusk Creek 
Wilderness Area Trail System, Bart has 
opened his home to River to River hikers 
as a Way Station. He offers primitive 
camping, shelter if needed, water, WiFi, a 
small private lake for relaxing or fishing, 
package/supply delivery or pick up, and 
shuttle service back to the River to River 
trail. “It’s a great place to regroup and 
recharge about half way along the journey,” 
says Bart, “and if you ask nicely Carol will 
happily share her laundry facility.”

 One thing Bart stressed is there are a 
lot of beautiful areas to visit such as Garden 
of the Gods, Dixon Springs State Park, Rim 
Rock to name a few with easy marked trails, 
many of which are rocked or paved and they 
are a great way to see some of the highlights 
of the SNF on your own.  However the trails 
and areas he likes to travel are much more 
rugged and less visited. “They are not a walk 
in the park,”says Bart, “many of the trails 
are unmarked and require a certain amount 
of physical endurance and ability. These are 
the trails that lead to many of the hidden 
wonders in the SNF and when you get to 
these destinations you truly experience a 
sense of adventure as well as the discovery 
of their beauty.” 

Get off the beaten path, 
adventure awaits! 

 Bart always recommends that you be 
properly prepared for his hikes by wearing 
sturdy boots or hiking shoes, appropriate 
clothing, bring plenty of water, and often 
a hiking pole or stick is useful in crossing 

2 Great Locations . . . 
on the North & South end 

of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon & Pontoon Boat Rental

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com
100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079

sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

NOVEMBER 1-31, 2018 & 
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$99.00 PLUS TAX PER PERSON 

FISHING PACKAGE
INCLUDES:

3 DAYS FISHING (BOAT • MOTOR
GAS • BAIT • ICE) • 3 NIGHTS LODGING

GROUPS OF 3 ONLY
WE WILL MATCH ANY FISHING PACKAGE AT 
REELFOOT LAKE FOR THE TIME OF MONTH 

THEY ARE OFFERED! CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES 
& PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

creeks and navigating rocky terrain. Hikers 
also need to be prepared for seasonal 
challenges, bugs in the summer, inclement 
weather in the winter.  Children are welcome 
and encouraged to share the experience as 

article continued on page 81



 The 2018-19 Illinois season dates 
are the third year of a five-year plan that 
was developed in 2015.  This year, Illinois 
will open the regular duck, Canada goose, 
and snow goose seasons on Oct. 20 in the 
North Zone, Oct. 27 in the Central Zone, 
Nov. 10 in the South Central Zone, and 
Nov. 22 in the South Zone. White-fronted 
goose (specklebelly) seasons will open 
Oct. 22 in the North Zone, Nov. 5 in the 
Central Zone, and with duck season in the 
South Central (Nov. 10) and South zones 
(Nov. 22). 
 The daily duck bag limit is six (6) and 
may include no more than four (4) mallards 
(two hens), three (3) wood ducks, three (3) 
scaup, two (2) redheads, two (2) black 
ducks, two (2) canvasback, two (2) pintail, 
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WATERFOWL 2017

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
today announced waterfowl season dates 
and bag limits for the 2018-19 seasons.  
The seasons include 60-day duck seasons 
in each of the state’s four waterfowl 
hunting zones, along with 107 days of 
Canada goose hunting opportunity in 
the North and Central zones (15 days in 
September, two days of youth hunting and 
90 days of “regular” goose season), 100 
days of Canada goose hunting opportunity 
in the South Central Zone, and 88 days of 
Canada goose hunting opportunity in the 
South Zone. Goose season lengths are 
shorter in the South Central and South 
zones to coincide with duck season dates 
and to match hunter preferences.

IDNR ANNOUNCES 2018-19 
WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASON DATES

and one (1) mottled duck.  The daily bag 
limit of mergansers is five (5), only two of 
which may be hooded mergansers.  The 
possession limit for ducks and mergansers 
is three times the daily bag limit by species 
and sex.   
 Canada and white-fronted goose 
daily bag limits will be two (2) with a 
possession limit of six (6).  The snow 
goose daily bag limit is 20 birds, with 
no possession limit, during the fall and 
winter season. The spring Conservation 
Order Light Goose season will open Jan. 
18 in the North Zone and Feb. 1 in the 
Central, South Central, and South zones, 
ending March 31 in all zones. There is no 
daily bag or possession limit on snow, 
blue, and Ross’ geese during this season.

 The September 2018 Early Canada 
Goose Season is Sept. 1-15, with a daily 
limit of five (5) and a possession limit of 15 
geese in the North and Central zones, and 
a daily limit of two (2) and a possession 
limit of six (6) geese in the South Central 
and South zones. 
 Illinois’ 16-day 2018 statewide teal 
hunting season is Sept. 8-23 with a daily 
limit of six (6) and a possession limit of 
eighteen (18). Shooting hours for the 
September teal season are different from 
the regular season, starting at sunrise (a 
half-hour later than regular season) until 
sunset.
 The IDNR 2018-19 season dates are 
outlined below.  

Illinois Waterfowl Season 
Dates for 2018-19

September Canada Goose:
Statewide Sept. 1-15
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September Teal:
Statewide Sept. 8-23

North Zone
Youth Hunt: Oct. 13 – 14
Duck: Oct. 20 – Dec. 18

Canada Goose: Oct. 20 – Jan. 17

Central Zone
Youth Hunt: Oct. 20 – 21
Duck: Oct. 27 – Dec. 25

Canada Goose: Oct. 27 – Nov. 4 
and Nov. 12 – Jan. 31

South Central Zone 
Youth Hunt: Nov. 3 – 4
Duck: Nov. 10 – Jan. 8

Canada Goose: Nov. 10 – Jan. 31

South Zone
Youth Hunt: Nov. 10 – 11
Duck: Nov. 22 – Jan. 20

Canada Goose: Nov. 22 – Jan. 31

Illinois 2018-19 Snow Goose and 
White-Fronted Goose Season Dates

North Zone
Snow Geese

Regular Season:  Oct. 20 – Jan. 17 
White-fronted Geese: Oct. 22 – Jan. 17

Central Zone
Snow Geese

Regular Season:  Oct. 27 – Jan. 31 
White-fronted Geese:  Nov. 5 – Jan. 31

South Central Zone
Snow Geese

Regular Season: Nov. 10 – Jan. 31
White-fronted Geese:  Nov. 10 – Jan. 31

South Zone
Snow Geese

Regular Season:  Nov. 22 – Jan. 31
White-fronted Geese:  Nov. 22 – Jan. 31

The Illinois waterfowl hunting zone maps 
and anticipated seasons dates for the 
2016–2020 seasons are available on the 
IDNR website at: https://www.dnr.illinois.
gov/hunting/waterfowl/Documents/
WaterfowlZonesDatesFinal20162020.pdf

The application period for Public Duck and 
Goose Hunting Area Permits will be open 
Aug. 16–31 for the first lottery, Sept. 1–14 
for the second lottery, and Sept. 15–28 for 
the third lottery. Permits remaining after 

discountsale@casscomm.com

the third lottery will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis online starting 
Oct. 1. More information, including 
online applications, instructions and a 
list of participating sites is available on 
the IDNR website at: https://www.dnr.
illinois.gov/hunting/waterfowl/Pages/
OnlinePermitApplication.aspx
 

Additional details on the duck, goose, and 
other migratory bird hunting seasons will 
be available on the IDNR website at www.
dnr.illinois.gov and in the Illinois Digest of 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations 2018-
2019, available on the IDNR website at 
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
Documents/HuntTrapDigest.pdf

Mike O’Bryan with a limit of doves during opening week of the 
Illinois Dove Season. Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with 

REMAX Traders Unlimited for the great photo. 
Call him at 309-687-5069 for all of your commercial needs.
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2018 WATERFOWL FORECAST
Although waterfowl numbers declined on many key breeding areas  

this spring, most duck and goose populations remain healthy
By Matt Young

 This year’s Waterfowl Breeding 
Population and Habitat Survey offered 
mixed results for hunters and others who 
appreciate North America’s migratory birds. 
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), total populations of 
breeding ducks were estimated at 41.2 
million birds in the traditional survey 
area, a decrease of 13 percent from last 
year’s estimate of 47.3 million. However, 
total duck numbers remained 17 percent 
above the 1955−2017 average. In addition, 
populations of the most abundant duck 
species were above their long-term 
averages, except for northern pintails and 
scaup (see chart). 
 Although large numbers of ducks and 
geese returned to the breeding grounds this 
spring, wetland conditions were generally less 
favorable for waterfowl production than in 
recent years. May ponds—the unit of measure 
for wetland abundance on the prairies—were 
down 14 percent, from just under 6.1 million 
ponds in 2017 to slightly more than 5.2 million 
ponds this spring. The total May pond count, 
unlike the estimate of breeding ducks, was 
near the long-term average.  
 “The dip in the population for prairie-
breeding puddle ducks is not unexpected 
and by no means unprecedented given 
that conditions on the prairies this spring 
were drier than last year,” said DU Chief 
Scientist Dr. Tom Moorman. “As a result, 
2018 populations dropped accordingly. 
This year’s breeding population decline 
is a reminder of the need to sustain the 
capacity of breeding habitats, particularly 
on the prairies as we go through natural 
variations in wetland conditions. Waterfowl 
populations are adapted well to short-term 
swings in habitat conditions, but we must 
continue to guard against the long-term 
loss of prairie breeding habitat.” 
 Annual changes in duck and goose 
numbers have important implications 
for waterfowlers but do not necessarily 
influence individual hunting success. 
Weather and local habitat conditions often 
affect the fortunes of waterfowlers more 
than the size of the fall flight, especially 
in migration and wintering areas. With 
that in mind, the following is an overview 
of waterfowl populations in each 
flyway, based on reports from the USFWS 
and DU biologists in the field.  

Pacific Flyway

 The majority of Pacific Flyway 
waterfowl are raised on the prairies of 
the United States and Canada as well 
as in northwestern Canada, Alaska, and 
other western states. In southern Alberta, 
spring arrived quickly after a wintry start 
to April. The rapid snowmelt caused some 
localized flooding and recharged many 
wetland basins. Following a delayed start, 
waterfowl breeding efforts were in full 
swing by mid-May. Total breeding ducks 
in the region were down 14 percent from 
the 2017 estimate but remained 28 percent 
above the long-term average. 
 “Summer was warmer and drier 
than average across southern and 
central Alberta, but carryover water from 
the spring runoff and localized rainfall 
helped maintain semipermanent wetland 
habitats,” reports DU Canada biologist Ian 
McFarlane. “Although waterfowl breeding 
efforts were delayed by cool spring 
weather, good numbers of broods were 
observed in many areas.” 
 Farther north, in the Western Boreal 

Photo © Michael Furtman

Photo © John Hoffman



October 2018 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 79

309-543-9163
Matanza Beach • Halfway Between Havana & Bath, IL on Rt. 78

discountsale@casscomm.com

DISCOUNT SALES COMPANY

Forest of northern Alberta, northeastern 
British Columbia, and the Northwest 
Territories, the abundance of breeding 
ducks was down 13 percent from last year’s 
estimate but remained 33 percent above the 
long-term average. In Alaska and the Yukon, 
breeding ducks decreased 15 percent and 
were 9 percent below the long-term average. 
 DU Canada biologist Jamie Kenyon 
reports that wetland conditions were 
generally favorable for breeding waterfowl 
across much of the Western Boreal Forest.  
“After a dry spring, it was very wet in the 
northern prairie provinces and southern 
territories, with up to double the average 
summer precipitation. The Northwest 
Territories had record-breaking rainfall in 
June, resulting in full ponds and fast-flowing 
rivers. Ponds in the Yukon are full too, and 
many broods of a variety of species have 
been observed,” Kenyon says. 
 In the western United States, wetland 
conditions were variable as some areas 
have improved while others continue to 
suffer drought conditions. In California, total 
ducks were up 39 percent compared to the 
2017 estimate and were near the long-term 
average. In Oregon and Washington, duck 
populations were up 23 percent and 16 
percent, respectively, and were above the 
long-term average in both states.   

 According to the USFWS, spring 
weather and habitat conditions were mixed 
for Pacific Flyway goose populations. An 
early spring thaw in the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta and southwest Alaska provided 
favorable conditions for breeding cackling 
geese, white-fronted geese, emperor 
geese, and Pacific brant, while a delayed 
spring thaw in northern Alaska and 
the western Canadian Arctic may have 
negatively impacted breeding success 
among lesser snow geese, Ross’s geese, 
and other species in those areas. 
 
Central Flyway

 The Central Flyway receives most of 
its waterfowl from the prairies as well as 
from the Western Boreal Forest and Arctic, 
with large numbers of ducks coming from 
Saskatchewan, eastern Alberta, North 
and South Dakota, and eastern Montana. 
In southern Saskatchewan, a slow spring 
thaw and average to below-average 
runoff limited seasonal wetland habitat 
for breeding waterfowl in many areas. In 

addition, the arrival of ducks and geese 
was delayed by cool weather. By early 
May, however, waterfowl breeding efforts 
were well under way for early nesters such 
as mallards and northern pintails. 
 Total duck numbers in southern 
Saskatchewan were down 30 percent from 
last year’s estimate but remained 6 percent 
above the long-term average. “Summer 
rainfall across this province was average 
to above average, except in the southwest, 
where precipitation was well below 
average,” reports DU Canada biologist John 
Trevor. “In areas that received sufficient 
rainfall, semipermanent wetlands provided 
good habitat for breeding waterfowl. 
Nesting efforts were delayed by the late 
spring, however, and duck broods didn’t 
begin appearing until early July.”   
 In the north-central United States, 
returning waterfowl found variable habitat 
conditions this spring across much of the 
region. In the eastern Dakotas, breeding 
duck numbers were similar to last year’s 
estimates and remained 33 percent above 
the long-term average. In the western 
Dakotas and Montana, duck numbers were 
also almost unchanged from the 2017 
estimate and remained 29 percent above 
the long-term average. 
 “Habitat conditions across the Dakotas 

and northeastern Montana have improved, 
thanks to ample late spring and summer 
rains in many areas,” reports Dr. Johann 
Walker, director of conservation programs in 
DU’s Great Plains Region. “Given this year’s 
waterfowl breeding population estimates 
and habitat conditions, the region’s 
contribution to the fall flight will likely be 
near the long-term average.” 
 Central Flyway goose populations 
remain high, but a late spring on key 
breeding areas may have reduced production 
of many species. Average or below-average 
breeding success was expected for prairie-
breeding Canada geese as well as northern-
nesting lesser Canada geese, snow geese, 
Ross’s geese, and white-fronted geese. As 
a result, this year’s fall flight may include a 
lower proportion of juvenile geese than in 
recent years.  

Mississippi Flyway
 The majority of Mississippi Flyway 
waterfowl are raised on the prairies of the 
United States and Canada, as well as in 
the Western Boreal Forest, southern and 
central Ontario, and the Great Lakes states. 
In southern Manitoba, below-average 
winter snowfall and spring precipitation 
left many wetland basins dry or with low 
water levels. Total breeding ducks in this 

Photo © Michael 
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survey area 
w e r e 
down 5 
percent this 
spring but 
remained 7 
p e r c e n t above the long-term average. 
 DU Canada biologist Lena Vanden Elsen reports 
that cool weather delayed waterfowl breeding efforts in 
southern Manitoba this spring. “As in the other prairie 
provinces, brood observations in Manitoba were well 
below average in June and spiked in early to mid-July. 
Despite dry summer weather, many semipermanent 
wetlands retained enough water to provide good habitat 
for waterfowl broods,” Vanden Elsen says.  
 The waterfowl production outlook was mixed in 
neighboring Ontario, which is an important breeding 
ground for the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways. “Summer 
precipitation and temperatures were variable across the 
province, with dry weather and average temperatures in 
the south and average precipitation and above-average 
temperatures in the north,” reports DU Canada biologist 
David McLachlin. “Nesting Canada geese appear to have 
been impacted by cool spring weather, while mallards and 
other ducks have had a more typical breeding effort.” 
 Ducks and geese raised in the Great Lakes states 
make an important contribution to waterfowl populations 
locally and throughout the Mississippi and Atlantic 
Flyways. Spring arrived late in this region, which delayed 
waterfowl breeding efforts despite generally favorable 
wetland conditions. In Minnesota, total duck numbers 
increased 9 percent and were 12 percent above the long-
term average. The Wisconsin duck population estimate 
was similar to the last year’s and the long-term average, 
while in Michigan, duck numbers declined 34 percent and 
were 28 percent below the long-term average. 
 The outlook for Mississippi Flyway goose populations 
is mixed. While numbers of Arctic-nesting geese remain 
near record highs, weather and habitat conditions on 
northern breeding areas likely resulted in average to 
below-average production of lesser snow, Ross’s, and 
white-fronted geese. The same can be said for migratory 
populations of large Canada geese, which appear to have 
had fair to poor production in 2018. 

2018 Waterfowl Forecast . . . continued Atlantic Flyway
 The majority of Atlantic Flyway waterfowl 
are raised in the northeastern United States and 
eastern Canada, although this flyway also receives 
large numbers 
of dabbling 
ducks from the Great Lakes states and divers from the prairies. 
In the eastern survey area (eastern Ontario, Quebec, the 
Maritimes Provinces, Maine, and northern New York), breeding 
populations of mallards, American black ducks, and common 
goldeneyes were similar to last year’s estimates but remained 
below their respective long-term (1990−2017) averages. 
Breeding populations of American green-winged teal, ring-
necked ducks, and mergansers were similar both to last year’s 
estimates and their long-term averages. In the northeastern 
United States, total duck numbers were similar to last year’s 
estimate and the long-term average. However, the abundance 
of breeding mallards remained 32 percent below the long-term 
average in this region.  
 DU Canada biologist Nic McLellan reports that weather 
and habitat conditions in Atlantic Canada were mixed 
for breeding waterfowl this year. “This region received 
average to above-average precipitation this summer, but 
brood production appears to have been below average or 
late, likely due to cold spring weather and flooding, which 
persisted well into June,” McLellan says.  
 An unusually late spring thaw in the eastern Arctic also 
likely impacted breeding success among Atlantic Flyway 
goose populations. According to USFWS surveys, below-
average production was expected for Atlantic Population 
Canada geese, greater snow geese, and Atlantic brant. 
  
Looking Ahead
 The Waterfowl Breeding Population and Habitat Survey 
provides the scientific basis for many important waterfowl 
management decisions, including the drafting of annual 
hunting regulations. Individual states set their hunting 
regulations within federal frameworks, which prescribe 
season lengths and dates and daily bag and possession 
limits for each flyway. The USFWS and flyway councils 
will use this year’s spring breeding ground survey data 
to recommend hunting regulations frameworks for the 
2019−2020 waterfowl seasons.
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long as they can handle the length of the 
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of the journey.
 Bart’s charm is in the entertaining 
telling of his many adventures, his witty 
words of wisdom, and his straight up 
grass roots outlook on life that resonates 
with his spirit of adventure.

“There is much to be gained 
from a walk in the woods.”

 “My wife Carol and I have always 
found solace from the worries of everyday 
life in the woods. There is something 
to be said about the benefits of Forest 
Bathing. When you go deep enough in the 
woods you leave everything else behind. 
Everything you see, hear, and feel is God’s 
creation and you realize by your own 
appreciation that you belong here too.”
 If you would like to experience a walk 
in the woods but are not sure where to go, 
let Bart lead the way.
 If you are planning your River to River 
thru hike, let Bart help with the logistics 
of your trip and enjoy the convenience of 
being shuttled from your car to the starting 
point of your hike.
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Hike More, Worry Less! . . . continued



  Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD) 

has become a hot topic within the deer 
hunting community in recent months 
and especially in Illinois. Earlier this year 
Senate bill SB-2493 was introduced which 
would make it legal to supplemental feed 
wild deer in Illinois outside of hunting 
season on private lands only. After a 
series of changes the bill passed both the 
house and senate and arrived on Governor 
Rauners desk on July 27. He has 60 days 
to sign this legislation, but word is he will 
not do so. The rally-cry of those opposing 
the legislation is that feeding deer will 
spread CWD. While I disagree with this 
premise, I do respect those who care 
enough about the Illinois deer herd that 
they bought into this idea.
 The process of pushing/following this 
bill through the legislative process has 
been both interesting and eye-opening for 
me on many levels. One thing that was 
repeated to me often by numerous folks 
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CWD – THE MOST
IMPORTANT
QUESTION

HIGGY’S STAND
                 By Don Higgins

connected in various way to either IDNR 
or the legislative process is that IDNR 
Director Wayne Rosenthall is a good man 
but one whose hands are tied by the deep-
state politics of Illinois. 
 The most interesting revelation came 
in a conversation with a legislator who told 
me, “The most disgusting thing about 
my meetings with DNR on this issue 
is that they seem more concerned that 
supplemental feeding would hinder 
the ability of their sharp-shooters to 
do their jobs than they were about the 
Illinois deer herd!” Yes, as hard as it is 
to believe, that statement was actually 
made by an Illinois legislator. For the 
record I am willing to take a lie-detector 
test to prove this statement was actually 
made to me by a legislator.
 When it comes to CWD there are 
essentially two views on this issue; 
one group believes that CWD can/will 
devastate deer herds and possibly spread 
the disease to humans while the other 

side thinks the whole CWD scare is a 
farce that has been overstated for the past 
2 decades. I personally fall into the latter 
category based on what I have seen and 
read over the last 20 years. So with my 
position on CWD clear, I am going to pose 
a question that every deer hunter in North 
America really needs to ask themselves 
right now, before the 2018 hunting season 
even starts.
 If you see a deer that is obviously 
in poor health and one that you 
believe “could” have CWD, what are 
you going to do? Shoot it? Will you call 
your state game agency or the local game 
warden? Walk away and keep your mouth 
shut? This is a question that you really 
need to consider now, before that day 
comes. It may be that your answer will 
depend on the state you are hunting and 
how that state deals with CWD positive 
deer. Sometimes the “cure” is worse than 
the illness.
 In my home state of Illinois if a hunter 
would find and report a sick deer that is 
determined to indeed have CWD, that 
hunter would have literally ended deer 
hunting in that area for many years. DNR 
sharp-shooters would come in and do 
everything possible to totally wipe out 

every last living deer within a several mile 
radius of where the CWD infected deer 
was found. This would include using bait 
piles and shooting deer at night with high-
powered rifles; whatever it takes to kill 
them all. 
 If you think I am exaggerating you 
need to talk to some deer hunters who live 
and hunt in the northern Illinois counties 
where CWD has been found. A single deer 
testing positive for CWD means that deer 
hunting in that area will be drastically 
changed forever, not because of what 
CWD does to the herd but because of how 
IDNR reacts to it.
 Let’s look at a couple of facts that 
nobody on either side of this issue disputes. 
Fact 1 – CWD exists to a greater degree 
than we know. CWD has been found in 
many states but likely exists in others but 
just hasn’t been confirmed yet. Fact 2 – 
CWD is spreading. There is absolutely 
nothing we can do to stop the spread of 
CWD. The social behavior of whitetails will 
do more to spread CWD than anything man 
can do to stop or slow it.
 The over $100,000,000 of tax-payer 
dollars that have been spent to stop the 
spread of CWD across the country have 
not worked at all. In Illinois where some 
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of the most drastic measures have been 
implemented to stop the spread of CWD, 
the disease has still spread noticeably. 
Using figures from IDNRs own website, 
CWD spread to 425% more counties during 
the 13-year period from 2003 to 2016. As 
CWD has spread the same measures to 
stop it have continued unsuccessfully. Are 
we going to eventually get to the point 
where we try to eradicate deer across 
the entire state? Seriously! Where does 
it end?
 My view on CWD and how it is 
being handled is a result of observing 
and digesting what has happened over 
the past 20 years and by comparing what 
we the public have been told and what 
has actually transpired. My view would 
absolutely be completely different if either 
of two things had ever proved accurate; if 
CWD proved to jump the species barrier 
and infect humans or if CWD had proven 
to be the devastating disease that wipes 
out deer herds. Neither of these things 
has happened and what’s more, there is 
no evidence to suggest either of those 
things ever will happen.
 When it comes right down to it, the 2 
sides on the CWD issue basically disagree 
on one premise; one side wants to simply 
“slow down” the inevitable spread of 
the disease while the other wants to let 
nature takes its course. This may seem 
rather simple but I think all sides realize 
that CWD is spreading and we can’t stop 
it so really it all boils down to the idea of 
spending untold tax-payer dollars to slow 
it down (never stopping it). 
 So we come back to my original 
question; If you find a sick deer, what 
is your response going to be? You darn 
well better realize that how you answer 
that question could have a very big impact 
on a lot of people for many years. Are 
you ready to see sharp-shooters armed 
with high-powered rifles killing every 
possible deer they can in your area? Are 
you ready to find new hunting ground? If 
you are a landowner, are you ready for the 
day when you no longer see deer on your 
property? As you sit in your tree stand this 
season you really need to think long and 
hard about this most important question 
concerning CWD. As you do consider the 
facts that nobody is debating – CWD 
is here and it is spreading and there is 
nothing we can do to stop it.
 I have thought long and hard about 
the question that I have posed here. In 
fact I answered the question for myself 

years ago. If I were ever to discover a deer 
that I thought was possibly infected with 
CWD I would never say a word to anyone. 
Nor will I voluntarily allow any deer that I 
harvest to be tested for CWD. Until that 
day dawns when IDNR comes up with a 
better plan than using sharp-shooters with 
rifles sitting over bait piles to kill every 
single deer they possibly can, I won’t be 
changing my answer to this important 
question. If you give the slightest damn 
about the deer herd in your hunting area 
you better consider taking the very same 
approach.
 I just learned that IDNR is soon going 
on a multi-city propaganda campaign 
to inform the public about CWD. Maybe 
another question we need to be asking is 
“are these meetings to inform the public 
about CWD or as the legislator suggested 
to me, is it a campaign to sway public 
perception to keep the sharp-shooters 
employed in Illinois?”
 Note – There is a lot of “scientific 
studies” being promoted to bolster 
both sides of the CWD debate. 
Much of it is little more than biased 
propaganda developed to support 
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a predetermined side of the issue. 
Here is a link to the very best CWD 
document I have found which simply 
states the facts about CWD - 
http://www.americancervidalliance.
org/userfiles/File/Current-Scientific-
Knowledge-About-CWD-Davis-et-al-
April-20181.pdf
 Note – In the near future I will be 
releasing my most pointed column 

ever revealing the corruption within 
IDNR. You won’t want to miss it. Be 
sure to “like” my facebook page “Don 
Higgins/Higgins Outdoors” to read 
these blogs as they are posted.
 Permission to publish this article 
on other websites and publications 
can be obtained by emailing the 
author – don@higginsoutdoors.com 

Glenn and William Schnepper with a very successful 
2017-2018 Trapping season in Clay County Illinois. 

Congrats on a great season!
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By Mark Melotick

EARLY SEASON DEER 
HUNTING TIPS
IT’S NEVER TO EARLY TO START 
PLANNING YOUR NEXT WHITETAIL 
HUNT. HERE ARE A FEW TIPS DESIGNED 
TO HELP YOU AMBUSH MATURE BUCKS.
 It’s never to early to start planning 
your next whitetail hunt. Here are a 
few tips designed to help you ambush 
mature bucks.

EARLY RETURNS
 Too hot and buggy to bowhunt? Not 
if you piece together a solid gameplan 
to ambush mature bucks that includes 
finding preferred food sources and travel 
routes, and pinpointing the right bedding 
cover. 
 Wiping the sweat from my brow, I 
couldn’t help but notice the painful irony. 
Here I was, bowhunting early-season 
whitetails and seriously parched from 
the long hike into my secluded treestand 
– hidden nicely in a big oak at the edge 
of a small, cool, crystal-clear farm pond. 
Of course, a check of my loaded pack 
found the ever-present water bottle 
mysteriously missing. Giardia be damned, 
that pond water looked good.
 Thankfully, the local whitetails had 
similar thoughts, as a steady parade of 
thirsty does was soon doing its best to 
keep my mind off my own hydration. First to 
drink at the waterhole was a lone mature 
doe about 3:30 p.m.; early, I thought, for 

such a warm, sunny day. Yet it wasn’t a 
fluke. Right behind her was another doe 
and two yearlings about 4 p.m., soon 
followed by another baldheaded trio a 
short 20 minutes later. The third mature 
doe seemed to have gotten a whiff of me 
– helped along by swirling winds – but my 
scent regimen seemed to be doing its job. 
She soon relaxed, and so did I.
 The does were just a memory when 
the eighth deer of the evening made 
its appearance, still a full hour before 
sunset: a fine sleek Wyoming 8-point. 
Seconds after the buck strolled into my 
shooting lane at just 10 yards the Rage 
Hypodermic-tipped Gold Tip XT Hunter 
was on its way, and soon I was tagging 
my first Wyoming whitetail – using one 
of my favorite early-season tactics that 
has worked dependably for years across 
the Midwest. When you break it down, 
bowhunting whitetails in the early season 
is mostly a mix of haunting sites they’re 
frequenting most: food and water. To 
capitalize on hot sites, it’s also critical to 
remain as incognito as possible – meaning 
smart stand entrance/exit trails, and an 
uncompromising scent-control regimen. 
Details definitely matter. Warm temps 
help scent carry farther and linger longer; 
get sniffed out by a mature buck now and 
your smoking-hot pattern will likely turn 
late-December cold.       

 Looking for a 
new early season 
whitetail hotspot? I’d 
urge you to check out 
Eastern Wyoming, 
where this past fall 
I found whitetails 
not only plentiful, 
but up and on their 
feet literally hours 
before nightfall – 
consistently. Better 
yet, the plethora of 
regular daytime activity also included 
mature bucks – and lots of them.

AN EARLY MIDWEST GAMEPLAN
 At times, western whitetails that 
have grown up in remote, wide-open 
terrain seem almost a breed apart from 
their hyper-alert Midwestern/Eastern 
cousins – the day-in and day-out reality for 
most of us. Typically, mature bucks don’t 
make many mistakes early in the season. 
Which is why I tracked down a couple 
of Minnesota whitetail masters – guys 
who have been bow-bagging outsized, 
ultra-wary suburban whitetails within 
just a few minutes of densely populated 
Minneapolis, for years. To further up the 
“difficulty ante,” Mark and son Kyle Herr 
like to take turns filming each other’s 
bowhunts, but their incredible video 
footage – and walls full of suburban 
trophies – is not only a testament to their 
shooting skills, but also to their day-to-
day hunt strategies, and smart, year-round 
scouting. Recently, I sat down with Mark 
Herr to tap some of his early season 
strategies that he develops and shares 

with both son Kyle and daughter Kayla.   
BW: Why do you enjoy hunting the early 
season?
 Mark Herr: “Early on, there is a short 
window to pattern a mature buck, but we 
almost always come very close to closing 
the deal during this period. Hunting early 
like we do is sometimes like the ultimate 
chess match – but the more scouting and 
‘homework’ you do seems to translate to 
more success.”
 BW: How is the early season different 
in general where you hunt? Are any special 
precautions/techniques necessary?
 M.H.: “All properties have different 
deer movement patterns, depending on 
available food. As far as precautions, 
never push into the timber very far; deer at 
this time are typically bedding very close 
to food sources. Also, try very hard to only 
hunt the correct winds.”
 BW: Describe some favorite early-
season stand sites.
 M.H.: “My early stand sites are 
typically picked several weeks before 
opening day. I try to pick stands on the 
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edge corners of feed fields, or brush lines 
running through the field, to conceal my 
entry and exit. We had a stand near a water 
hole just off a soybean field, where almost 
every local deer would visit to drink, or just 
stand in the water, before moving out of the 
timber to feed. If you watch deer movement 
enough, you may be able to try things you 
would not otherwise consider. Once we 
were hunting a soybean field to the north 
of some timber, and the deer would pour 
out of the northeast edge of the timber, but 
always stay within 10 yards of the beanfield 
edge. And 80 percent of the deer would 
travel west. So we hunted 10 yards into 
the timber and climbed about 20 feet high. 
No deer could smell us with a south wind; 
our scent would carry over their heads. But, 
this approach could be risky. We played the 
odds, because we knew most deer traveled 
so close to the timber edge. Be observant, 
do your homework and sometimes you can 
get away with a gamble.”
 BW: How do you access stands to 
ensure you don’t alert local deer?
 M.H.: “When entering and exiting 
stands we try hard to stay as scent-free 
as possible; we wear rubber boots, try to 
touch as little foliage as we can and we 
don’t kneel at game camera sites. If you 
can, enter/exit stands using areas that 
see very little deer movement. We have 
all seen a mature deer hit where you may 
have walked – or even set something 
down – then freeze and walk away. We 
watched a giant buck bed on public land 
years ago. We thought we had a good 
idea of his direction of travel, so we set 
up really early on his exit routes, and 
we had a hunter walk through wearing 
hip boots about an hour before dark. He 
bent under a low-hanging tree limb and 
pushed it up with his hand. With about 
20 minutes of legal light our target buck 
was coming down that trail right toward 
us – but when he got within five feet of 
that limb he suddenly froze, then turned 
and walked away. The takeaway? Once 
you find a good stand site, do not walk all 
around it looking for more sign.
 BW:What’s your opinion on hunting 
early-season mornings versus evenings?
 M.H.: “We rarely hunt early-season 
mornings. Yes, the window to kill a 
big buck is very short early, but it’s very 
difficult to ambush a big buck still on his 
feet during the morning, in daylight. If 
you can pattern a buck traveling a good 
distance – say along a treeline, or a fence 
line going back to bedding, then a morning 

hunt can work. The situation has to be 
such that you can get set up between 
feeding and bedding without issue.
 BW:How important is it to determine 
the bedding areas of the bucks you hunt? 
Do you believe you know where most are 
bedding, and if so, what types of cover do 
most prefer?
 M.H.: “We think most big bucks bed 
very close to their food in early season 
– if the cover is thick, and there is very 
little human disturbance. We have been 
very successful with this approach. In 
one of our areas, there is a brush line that 
extends into mixed cattails and brush, and 
when the acorns start to drop the bigger 
deer always seem to come from that 
type of cover. So, setting up close to the 
bedding area without being detected is 
a very large piece of the puzzle. We have 
noticed that, just prior to dark, mature 
bucks will consistently funnel through 
the thickest 20 yards or so of timber, right 
where it meets the escape cover. Typically, 
they’ll wait for complete darkness to move 
further.”
 BW:How important are trail cameras 
in your arsenal, and when do you start 
hanging them? How many cameras should 
an Average Joe bowhunter have in his 
arsenal?
 M.H.: “Trail cameras are a huge piece 
of the puzzle. We rarely hunt a property 
unless we are targeting a ‘hit-list’ deer. He 
may not be the best deer we’ve seen, but 
will be mature—one of the bucks making 
the most mistakes at that particular time. 
We run cameras through the entire season 

to determine who has survived, and start 
again the first week of July. The average 
hunter should own as many as possible 
to cover different farms, or available 
acreage. They will help you pass younger 
bucks if you feel like you have a legit 
chance to harvest a mature deer. Most 
guys will also hunt with more caution if 
they have photos of a giant using their 
area.”
 BW:What are some important pieces 
of early season gear?
 M.H.:“We make sure we always have 
a grunt call. We have killed several mature 
bucks early with their help.  We had a 
big buck grunt very loudly right at sunset 
a couple years ago, during the second 
weekend of the season. Kyle grabbed 
his call and grunted back, and that buck 
came in hot like it was November. That 
type of aggression so early is hard to 
explain, but all deer are different, and you 
have to take advantage of their mistakes, 

because they don’t make them often. That 
was a five-year-old deer that scored 150 
and had a live weight of 290 pounds.” 

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

Call Paul or Toby to book your dream hunt of a lifetime!
517-750-9060 • TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Ted Nugent

HELPING CLIENTS 
CATCH MEMORIES ONE 

FISH AT A TIME

Lake Shelbyville

 217-520-3653 • www.englandexpenditions.com

“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

 During the month of October, Lake 
Shelbyville is the place to be to catch 
some of the biggest crappie, walleye, 
and sauger of the year.  Crappie are now 
in their fall patterns, making this a very 
exciting time to go fishing. Both black 
and white crappie are starting to form 
massive schools and can be found from 
8-12 feet deep. 
 With crappie holding in the 8-12-
foot range, vertical jigging Pony Blades is 
not only very effective but also a client 

favorite, regardless of the experience 
level.  Another technique that I use on 
every guide trip is slip corks with minnows. 
Standing timber is ideal for slip-corking 
and vertical jigging because the crappie 
are chasing the bait fish into those mid-
size coves that have standing timber. 
Typically, I will have clients slip-corking 
with minnows and vertical jigging both 
and then switch to whatever is working 
better that day.  Another place to vertical 
jig or use slip-corks with minnows are on 

drop-offs that have structure. Be sure to 
fish the entire drop-off because crappie, 
at this time, move around more in pursuit 
of their next meal. 
 A third technique that is very 
effective is casting for crappie. Casting 
parallel to the shoreline in the 8-12 foot 
depth is where we catch great numbers 
of both black and white crappie. Not 
only is this a fantastic technique to catch 

GET THE NET!!!

YOUR FISH STORE

www.niotafishmarket.com

Open Mon. – Sat. 
8:00am – 5:00pm

Catfish Fillets $3.95 per pound
Whole Catfish $2.99 per pound

Scored Buffalo Fish $2.95 per pound
Lobster Tails $28.50

King Crab Legs and Claws $23.95 per pound
Dressed Turtle $7.95 per pound

Jumbo Scallops $14.95 per pound
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR FULL LINE OF FRESH 

OR FROZEN FISH, SEAFOOD AND SMOKED FISH

217-448-4241

157 Arbor Street
Niota, Illinois

Weedless Wonders and Pony Blades

Sauger Limit on Weedless Wonders!!!
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Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com

crappie, it is the best way to catch a 
bonus sport fish like a walleye, sauger, 
bass, and even a large flathead catfish.
 Regardless of your technique be sure 
to bring the net and prepare to use it.  
With the numbers of crappie measuring 
above 12 inches increasing every year, 
Lake Shelbyville is your next fishing 
destination. Book your trip today!
 Walleye and sauger are also 
becoming very active and feeding several 
more times a day. With the activity of 
these underwater predators increasing 
live bait is a great option to use to catch 
the biggest walleye or sauger of the 
year!!! During this time of the year I focus 
on the north end of the lake. I fish the 
1-6 foot water column. The walleye and 
sauger are shallow chasing the baitfish 
making a Weedless Wonder a perfect 
bait option. The ¼ oz.  Weedless Wonder 
is the ideal bait for this time because you 
can tip the hook with a minnow, night 
crawler, or a leech for added success. 
Shallow diving crank baits are another 
great bait for this time. With bigger 
walleye and sauger more active now, 
do not be afraid to use bigger bait when 
looking for that 10-pound plus fish!!! Live 

bait is fantastic during this period and using corks or fishing directly on the 
bottom are both effective. The walleye and sauger are as active as they are 
going to be for a while, so take advantage of this time. 
 Just like when you are crappie fishing, be sure to pack the net because 
it could be the difference of landing the fish of a lifetime or not!
 `I have included pictures of the Pony Blades and Weedless Wonders. 
They come in the following colors: white, green, orange, and silver. The 
sizes are: 1/16 oz., 1/8 oz.,   ¼ oz., 3/8 oz. Order yours now!!!
 To book a trip or place an order please visit www.englandexpeditions.
com or call 217-520-3653. CATCHING MEMORIES ONE FISH AT A TIME!!!

Leo and Darryl with Walleye, 
Sauger and Crappie!!

Aaron and Ty knocking them out!!
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FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE
Hello again, friends. I hope all is well and everyone has enjoyed their September this last 
month and been able to put a few fish in the live well or in the basket.  I have had a great 
month of fishing Lake Springfield with clients and friends, as well. We have had some 

crazy weather with a lot of rain, too hot, too cold, too much heat 
again and a little more cold, but I love it.  If fishing was easy it 
would be called catching!  I have also been busy as my daughter 
has officially learned to walk and it seems as if she is running 
these days but I love every minute of watching her discover new 
things as she toddles around.  October is an interesting month 
for fishing.  I feel as if everyone is either gearing up for that fall 
bite or getting ready for bow season and waterfowl.  October is 
one of my favorite months to fish on Lake Springfield.  
 During October, the white bass are putting on the feed 
relentlessly for the winter.  The fish will be shallow, chasing bait 
fish as hard and as long as they can.  I actually downsize in my 
bait presentation to a 1/8th ounce jig head and a baby bass with 
chartreuse tail - Charlie brewer slider grub.  Since July, I have 
been using Krazy blades from Big Red’s Bait and Tackle located 
on Stevenson Drive in Springfield, IL.  I will be bouncing back and 
forth between Clinton Lake and Lake Springfield this month.  I 
will be doing crappie trips this fall on Clinton and a mixed bag of 
whites and crappies on Springfield, as well.  The colder it gets, 
the better the fishing gets.  Let’s talk about some of my favorite 
trips that I had the opportunity to be on this last month.  
 I went fishing with avid outdoorsmen and writer Mike Roux.  
Mike and I became friends a couple years ago when I first started 
guiding.  Mike really helped jump start my business in the outdoor 
industry.  He is not only a friend and fellow writer but also a role 
model to me.  Anytime I 
get to take Mike out and 
share the love of fishing 
with him, it always strikes 
great conversation along 
with a great amount of 
fish.  This month Mike 
wanted to get together in 
the evening, to check out 
the evening bite. I was 
a little skeptical of our 
limited one hour of fishing 
time.  Mike wanted me to 
produce and I was thinking 
that with a storm front 
moving in on us in just a 
couple hours, plus a cold 
front drop of 20 degrees 
that we would not catch 
much.  Mike said “Think 
we will catch them?” and 
I quickly said “No I don’t.” 
He laughed and laughed 
and said “We are going 
to tear them up, Reagan. 
With this front moving in, 

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith
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they will be eating like crazy before dark!” 
I loved Mike’s confidence and sure enough 
first spot we pulled up to Mike put on a 
clinic - out fishing me 2 to 1.  I made sure 
to tell him as a guide it’s my job to put him 
on the fish, not for me to catch all of them.  
HAHA! I picked him up at 6:30 pm and by 
7:15 we already had 20 plus white bass in 
the boat. We ended our night with about 
30 keepers in one hour and I was pretty 
impressed, to say the least.  
 My next trip I want to share about 
was with Andy Bugos, owner of Adventure 
Sports Outdoors Magazine. This guy is just 
about as crazy as me.  We knew we were 
expecting about 100% chance of rain 
pretty much all day and I texted him and 
said “rain or shine, meet me at 5:30 am 
at my house.” Andy replied with “What’s 
your address?” I thought - wow this guy 
wants to fish in the rain on his day off and 
doesn’t care that we are guaranteed to get 
soaked!  We met up in the morning and 
Andy tells me if he catches 5 fish today, 
with all this rain and a cold front, that he 
would be happy.  We ended up with about 
30 that morning and again, Andy put a 
clinic on - cast after cast he was catching 
them.  Andy is an awesome friend and I 
know we all appreciate the magazine that 
he produces every month! I am looking 
forward to hitting him up again when it is 
cold because I feel he is crazy enough to 
come out with me in snow or sunshine!  
 My third trip I want to highlight was 
a real fun one for me.  Three guys I went 
to high school with wanted to go on a 
fishing trip.  One of them is a farmer and 
with all of this rain, he was able to go.  It 
was 20mph winds and a bit chilly and all 
of us got drenched even through our rain 
gear that day.  I was struggling to find some 
fish due to water going up about 3 feet in 4 
days.  But then we happened upon a honey 
hole out of the wind and the fish were 
busting the top everywhere.  Not one of 
these gentlemen had ever caught a white 
bass.  I think they were surprised a little 
bit by the fight they put up for that size of 
fish.  In the boat you always have that one 

crazy kind of guy that loves to just be fun 
and mess around.  Every fish he caught, he 
acted like he had a shark on and would yell 
“Net, Net, Net!” regardless if it was two 
pounds or two ounces.  It kept us all in a 
chipper mood, despite being cold and wet 
and made us forget about all of that in the 
moment.  He used a different color than my 
normal chartreuse Krazy blade and went 
with the pink one, quarter ounce and to my 
surprise he actually did pretty well with it.  
He nicknamed it “pink dynamite.”  Then 
of course every fish he caught he would 
yell “pink dynamite, baby!”  That was one 
of my favorite trips to date.  I was able to 
hang out with all 3 of those guys, reminisce 
about the good ole days and just laugh 
non-stop.  After I cleaned 50 fish for them, 
I invited them back to my house to have a 
fish fry with some crappie that I had caught 
a few days prior. We ate some crappie with 
french fries and had a great time doing it.  
 Just because the weather is bad 
and you don’t think you will catch any 
fish, doesn’t mean you shouldn’t go try 
anyways.  You never know what you’re 
going to miss.  Some advice here - life is 
too short not to go fish in the storms and 
see what you can get!  I had customers 
in the age range of 26-60 plus years old 
out in the rain, fishing by choice. I gave 
every one of them the option to cancel and 
reschedule but they were committed to 
doing it and giving it a try. Without trying 
crazy weather patterns and dealing with 
20mph winds and rain non-stop, you won’t 
ever know except from reading this article 
or watching it on TV, what could happen 
if you just tried to be a little different and 
get out of your comfort zone. The worst 
that could happen is you don’t catch any 
that time but at least you tired!  I hope 
you all have an awesome October and put 
some fish in the live well and get prepared 
for the hunting festivities to begin.  Get 
a hold of me anytime at 309-642-8106 or 
centralilcrappieguide.com. 

15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924
Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm • Sat 8am - 12pm

www.HarrisonsSportShop.com
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INVASIVE WATER 
LETTUCE REMOVED 
FROM PITTSFIELD POND

PITTSFIELD, IL – Thanks to quick action 
last week by Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) and City of Pittsfield 
personnel, approximately 3,000 pounds of 
invasive water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) 
was removed from the King Park Pond in 
Pittsfield, protecting the fish population in 
the pond and clearing the way for stocking 
the pond for the start of Fall Trout Fishing 
Season, which begins on October 20.
 Water lettuce is a non-native plant 
that was probably introduced into the 
pond as part of an illegal stocking.  The 
plant can be possessed legally in Illinois 
for aquariums and those in the aquarium 
industry only.  It is illegal to place water 
lettuce into public waters within Illinois.
 IDNR was alerted to the presence of 
water lettuce in King Park Pond in early August.
 “In less than a month, this aggressive 
aquatic plant went from covering less than 
one percent of the pond to nearly 75 percent 
coverage on September 5 when it was 
removed,” said IDNR Fisheries Biologist 
Blake Ruebush.  “About 3,000 pounds of 

water lettuce plants were hauled away and 
disposed of.  Subsequent efforts from IDNR 
will include herbicide treatments to any 
remaining plants in the pond.”
 Water lettuce plants were removed 
for multiple reasons:
•  Water lettuce is not native to Illinois 

and is considered invasive in some 
parts of the U.S. 

•  This plant was likely illegally stocked into 
the pond without permission from IDNR.  

•  The water lettuce had the potential 
to completely overtake the pond and 
possibly cause a fish kill.  

•  The density of the plants interfered with 
fishing activities.  

•  King Park Pond is stocked for Fall Trout 
Fishing Season in October for those 
with trout stamps, and the presence 
of water lettuce would prevent shore 
access to the water.

 “This case supports our ‘Be a Hero 
– Release Zero’ campaign to fight the 
spread of aquatic invaders to our waters,” 
Ruebush said. “Anglers, landowners, 

aquarium owners and all of us should 
always dispose of unwanted aquatic 
plants, fish, bait, or other aquatic life in 
the trash to avoid situations like this from 
occurring.  Do not allow water gardens 
or plants to be flooded, or for plants to 
escape into public waters.  
 “Thanks to the joint efforts of the City 
of Pittsfield and IDNR, the water lettuce is 
out of King Park Pond, a fish kill was likely 
prevented, and we’ll have better fishing 
access for the upcoming trout season.” 
 To learn more about what to do with 
unwanted aquatic life, please visit:  http://
www.transportzero.org/release-zero.html 

Follow the IDNR on Facebook and Twitter
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS
• HUNTING - FISHING
• CAMPING & TRAPPING SUPPLIES
• NEW & USED FIREARMS
• BRADLEY SMOKERS
• FFL TRANSFERS
• HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE

TERRY HOWARTER                                                                    DENISE SHEPHERD

205 East Main St., Knoxville, IL 61448
life@greatoutdoors3.comcastbiz.net

309.388.0159

TOTAL
CONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDS
Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings

1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

ACCESS FOR ALL … OFF-ROAD TOO
By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 With fall weather upon us, more people 
are getting out to county and state-funded 
recreational areas. All people should have 
access to spending the day at the park or 
hiking trails with family and friends. Persons 
with disabilities, unfortunately, may not have 
the proper mobility equipment to use on the 
trails or rough areas of the parks.  Traditional 
powerchairs bog down easily in soft terrains 
like wet grass and light mud. If you use a 
powerchair, this can limit you to the areas 
that are paved or have a concrete pad.
 All-terrain chairs are not just for those 
that use power mobility devices.  One in 
four Americans now identity as a person 
with a disability.  The availability of track 
chairs allows persons who may have balance 
issues or issues with walking long distances 
to get back to hunting, hiking, fish, or even 
just taking the grandkids to the park, where 
there are woodchip or rubber chips making 
falling an issue.   All-terrain chairs like Action 
Trackchairs are costly, and many insurances 
won’t pay for the equipment. What can be 
done to help?  
 Access Ability Wisconsin is working on 
a solution for this. They have 12 all-terrain 
mobility chairs that they have sold since 
2014.  The chairs are available for public 
use in six counties in Wisconsin and one 
in Illinois.  The two chairs in Illinois are in 
Winnebago County - one is with Hononegah 
Archery.  They will also allow Boone and 
Ogle counites residents to use the chair.  A 
$50 deposit is required to use the chair.  
The Village of Midway also has an Action 
Trackchair to use in the county as well. These 
chairs can be used for hunting and outdoor 
activates for those needing them. 
 Many of us are in organization like 
hunting clubs, sportsman’s clubs or Kiwanis. 
Suggest a fundraiser to buy a mobility chair. 
Start by contacting some of the groups who 
have these chairs can help your organization 
get started getting a chair, An Action 
Trackchair dealer is also a great resource for 
this as well.  
 Action Trackchairs can range in price 
from $12,000 to $20,000 depending on the 
type.  There is also a trailer needed.  The 
chairs can accommodate riders up to 400 

pounds.  The batteries 
for the chairs will last 
between four to eight 
hours depending on the 
terrain, use and weather 
the chair is being used in.     
  “The independence 
that it gives you back,” 
Hermanson said about 
his favorite aspect of the 
Action Trackchair. “I no 
longer feel like a burden when going out 
to hunt or other outdoor activities. I don’t 
have to be carried or have to transfer to a 
UTV. I can just go.” Hermanson is an Action 
Trackchair user and dealer for Wisconsin and 
Central and Northern Illinois as well.  
To get more information about Action 
Trackchairs, Hermanson can be reached at 

608-921-0960 or at Chad@tsssatcsales.
net.  Midway Village can be reached at 815-
397-9113 and Hononegah can be reached 
at 815-289-2822.  If you would like to share 
your story or outdoor adventures, please feel 
free to contact me at 309-338-0990 or at 
huntsgungetaway@gmail.com.
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With Purchase

 The grounds of the Dillon Home 
museum where I work, once upon a time, 
were affectionately known as “Shady Oaks.” 
This name was given due to the abundance 
and variety of oak trees – white, red, and 
bur dominated the landscape, along with 
a significant population of black walnut, 
sycamore, basswood, American elm, Norway 
Maple and shagbark hickory. Today, that sounds 
like the name of a cemetery or a subdivision. 
 Most homes today – even the large 
stately mansions (which I call plastic houses 
due to their boring facades, tame colors and 
overall resemblance to each other), built 
today neglect to honor landscape as a part of 
a home. Trees are an afterthought by today’s 
standards. Instead, large homes have endless 
lawns with a smattering of neatly trimmed 
hedges and mulched beds with various 
unimaginative flora. In the mid-1800’s instead 
of clearing land for a home, it was important 
to build the home to suit the landscape – not 

the other way around. 
It is such a tragedy 
that today we see large 
expanses of grass – 
perfectly boring, green 
manicured grass. 
I hope someday to 
have so many trees 
on my property that 
you cannot even 
see my house from 
the road. Trees 
contribute massively 
to our ecosystem and 

environmental wellness – lawn grass just 
grows and grows, and needs to be cut and cut. 
 I find myself thinking about trees often. I 
have been called a tree-hugger (it was even a 
nickname used by one of my bar customers down 
south), and it is true. I have hugged trees. I have 
climbed trees, and sat high up on a fat limb, just 
observing the world around me – beneath me 
and above me. A tree is a thing of true beauty, 
and it makes me sad when one comes to the end 
of its life. (I do believe the years a tree lives is 
a life – in the most literal sense, how a human 
lives a life). There is even research showing trees 
“talk” to each other, and react to stimuli.
 My current issue with trees is that I am 
fearing some of the biggest and oldest trees 
on “Shady Oaks” need to come down. I stare 
up at their massive form, watch as huge limbs 
occasionally drop. The plain truth of it is that 
a tree does not live forever. Some species 
of course live longer than others, take the 
Redwood for example, which on average live 

between 500 and 700 years, and even up 
to 2,000 years. Oak trees seem to average 
between 150 and 350 years over species. One 
massive oak tree came down on the grounds in 
June (not damaging any structure, but taking 
out a beautiful elm tree with it). The trees 
rings indicated it was around 300 years old. 
 It had lived its life, silently watching 
as a house was built to the east 160 years 
ago, and a family moved inside. Three years 
later it would stand silent again as news of 
the Civil War spread and the occupant of the 
home, Edward Kirk, raised his own regiment. 
His troops, nicknamed The Rock River Rifles, 
practiced shooting their muskets on the south 
lawn. As dirt streets transformed to brick, 
and then asphalt – as cars replaced horses, 
and the sea of fellow trees slowly, but surely 
disappeared, more homes erected in their 
place – it towered higher and higher with 
each decade, until one fateful evening when 
a wind blew, and it fell. Generations had 
come and gone in the shadows of this tree. 
The Dillon men who lived in the home since 
1882 saw their steel mill rise to be one of the 
most successful in the world – and the tree 
was there in 2001 when the mill shuttered the 
doors forever. There is mourning to be done at 
the loss of an old tree – but much like humans 
– the death of an old person is not a tragedy. 
The tree, like an old man, lived a long and full 
life. For that, we should be thankful. 
 Another massive limb dropped off 
another Oak in early September – this one 
a neighbor to the last. As the limp awaits 
removal, I sometimes walk down to the tree. I 

MIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

 128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…

www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp

Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

THE LIFE OF A TREE
By A.K. Thompson

can smell the rich woody aroma radiating from 
the immense splintered wound. A squirrel 
incessantly scolds me, and I wonder if a nest 
of babies came down with the limb, buried 
somewhere in the tangle of leaves and sticks. 
I gaze up and up and up, and see that the 
branches are reaching out above the power 
lines, above the main street through town. It 
leans north, as if for so many years it stretched 
itself out, ever so slightly gaining more 
sunlight. If this tree goes, a lot of damage will 
follow. I wonder, and believe that perhaps it is 
time to go. Its life has been lived. It bore silent 
witness to history, never to tell the tale. 
 I listen hard, and touching the bark, can 
almost feel a pulse – the small vibration of a 
living thing shouting in silence – I am here. 
One day there will be no evidence the tree ever 
stood. Nothing lives forever, and that is ok. Let 
the mighty oak teach us this lesson. Amen.

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad

Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics
FULL TIME OUTFITTER FOR 31 YEARS!

OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY
Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides

Members Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

A.K. Thompson is a museum curator and 
writer who makes her home in northern 
Illinois where she raises chickens and 
spends her free time with the dogs. She 
holds a Master’s Degree in Writing and 
Consciousness from the New College 
of California, and an MFA in Creative 
Writing from Southern Illinois University. 
She has served as an Assistant Editor for 
the Crab Orchard Review. Her work has 
appeared in STORY Magazine, Surreal 
South -- An Anthology of Short Fiction 
and Poetry, The Smoking Poet, and The 
Chiron Review among others. Email A.K.: 
akdirtchurch@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS BEGINS AT WALNUT GROVE FARM
Friday, November 23 - Sunday, November 25, 2018

FESTIVAL OF TREES 
DISCOVERY DEPOT

Thursday, November 29, 2018

THE GALESBURG EXPRESS
BELIEVE IN MAGIC

Saturday, December 8, 2018

6 WAYS TO GET MORE 
KIDS INTERESTED IN 
DEER HUNTING
By Darren Warner
WE ALL KNOW YOUTH ARE THE FUTURE 
OF HUNTING, BUT IN TODAY’S FAST-
PACED, TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN WORLD, 
HOW DO YOU MAKE SURE DEER 
HUNTING APPEALS TO KIDS?
 Want your kid (or any kid) to fall in 
love with deer hunting? There are a lot 
of things competing for a young person’s 
attention these days. Here are some 
tips to encourage more kids to go deer 
hunting:

1.  Take hunter safety together. Before 
they can legally deer hunt, most states 
require youngsters pass a hunter 
safety course. Take the course with 
them to demonstrate the importance 
of hunter safety while spending quality 
time together.

2.  Have realistic expectations. Your 
dad might have made you sit still 
for 10 hours in a deer blind your first 
time hunting, but that’s not a realistic 
scenario for young hunters. Take them 
hunting for a few hours, and bring 
along snacks, something to read and 
even a smartphone to play games on 
during lulls in activity. Remember, the 
goal is to make deer hunting fun — 
not something they have to endure.

3.  Emphasize wildlife management.
Teach youngsters the history of 
whitetails and why deer hunting is 
not only an effective management 
strategy, but necessary to control 
whitetail populations and protect the 
environment.

4.  Make hunting part of a larger 
family experience. Don’t just go 
deer hunting; travel to a hunting 
destination, set up camp and spend a 
few days enjoying the outdoors.

5.  Go high-tech. Kids love technology. 
Teach them how to use hunting 
software apps on smartphones, 
portable GPS units, rangefinders and 
other devices for deer hunting. Make 

sure the electronic aid is legal where 
you hunt.

6.  Develop a harvest ritual. Many 
youngsters feel guilt or remorse after 
harvesting a deer. Develop a ritual 
that you both follow to celebrate a 
successful hunt while paying respect 
to the animal.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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 October the start of our fall fishing 
and hunting seasons. Striper, bear, & 
deer make up for a great beginning to 
our fall and winter fishing and hunting. 
With the cooler nights the water starts 
to cool, and the deer start feeding 
heavy preparing for the rut. Bear season 
begins Oct. 1 for bow and the harvest is 
usually over in the first 2 weeks. Our bear 
region usually sees over 200 black bears 
harvested. If the season runs longer then 
you can harvest a bear using your muzzle 
loader which is the third week of October. 
Arkansas’s deer season is one of the 
longest in the country. Our bow season 

begins the end of September and ends 
February 28th. In between that we have 
a 9-day muzzle loader season beginning 
the third week of October. Beginning 
the second weekend of November our 
modern gun starts and runs until the first 
weekend of December. We then have a 3 
day muzzle loader in mid-December and 
a 3 day modern gun right after Christmas. 
In all you have many opportunities to 
harvest a deer. Combine the hunting with 
some great striper fishing and you have 
a perfect Cast & Blast opportunity. We 
offer both deer and bird hunting Cast & 
Blast packages starting in Mid-October 

thorough February.  We now offer 
inclusive pheasant hunting packages that 
include all meals, lodging, guided hunts 
and some of the best evening walleye 
and crappie fishing that is included at no 
extra charge.  Check them out at www.
stroutfitters.com/specials. 
 2018 has seen a normal water 
pattern for lake Norfork in years pass we 
have high water and the stripers usually 
quit biting and wait until the water cools 
down. This year we will see a consistent 
bite throughout the fall. Stripers will 
start their migration from the around 
the dam as the weather begins to cool. 
The first major spot will be Robinson 
Point in waters around 50’. We will 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

OCTOBER STARTS FALL 
FISHING AND HUNTING 

SEASON

This ad paid for by combination of private and state matching funds

also see a major migration toward the 
Arkansas/Missouri boarder. While the 
lower end of the lake is cooling and 
waiting for the turnover the upper end of 
lake is already turned over. The average 
water depth is less than 30 feet and 
the shad are everywhere. The stripers 
have not feed much the last month, so 
they begin to bulk up for the winter. We 
usually begin our fishing near Calamity 
Beach and move north as the water 
cools. Our presentation varies but it’s 
usually planner boards, floats, and some 
downlines. Since the water is shallow 
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110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530
eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731
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LUND Impact 1875
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LET US RIG YOUR BOAT WITH 
THE LATEST ELECTRONICS!

WINTERIZING AND WINTER 
STORAGE AVAILABLE

most lines are set at 19 feet. Our normal 
bait will be 6 to 7 inch gizzard shad. 
Most times we will have out 10 rods that 
covers a very wide spread. The next best 
way to catch the fall stripers is trolling 
a swim bait or crankbait. 3” swim baits 
and 7” crankbaits would the best. Since 
it’s shallow you can run long lines you 
do not need downriggers planner boards 
also work well trolling. As the weather 
cools the stripers will move up most 
major creeks and also be on Robinson 
Point. You can catch them using the same 
method I described above.
 The bass will start feeding heavy, 
with lots of top water action. Early 
morning top water, then jigs, worms and 
spinner baits are your best baits. There 
is also great night fishing throwing jigs, 
worms, and black or red 3/8 oz spinner 

STR Outfitters

These memories will last a lifetime ....

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com
877.246.7896 YOUR PHOTO HERE!

IMAGINE . . .

 CLOSEOUT ON 2018 LUNDS IN STOCK
1600 FURY TILLER W/MERC 25

 NEW IN STOCK 2019 LUNDS
1625 FURY XL SS W/MERC 60

1875 CROSSOVER W/MERC 175
1675 ADVENTURE TILLER W/HONDA 60

1775 IMPACT SPORT W/MERC 115
1875 IMPACT SPORT  W/MERC 150

1875 PRO V BASS W/MERC 200
16-17-20 FT PREDATOR JONS TILLER & CONSOLES

baits. You can 
catch fish all 
over the main 
lake and creeks. 
 As the 
water begins to 
cool the crappie 
will start 
moving up and 
start their fall 
feed. Spider rigging is the most effective 
technique to catch them. Again, moving 
north will provide the best opportunity 
for the first big crappie bite. Once we 
are in the middle of October you should 
be seeing lots of action in Brushy Creek, 
Big Creek on the south end of the lake, 
and Bennett’s Bayou, Red Bank, Calamity 
Beach, Pigeon Creek on the north end.
 Regardless of your outdoor passion, 

the fall scenery displayed by Norfork 
Lake is fabulous. Beginning in mid-
October there is no better time to view 
the Arkansas hardwoods exploding with 
vivid colors. The lake gives you a never-
ending fall treat as you motor from hot 
spot to hot spot.
 Tom & Sean Reynolds have fished 
Lake Norfork for over 51 years and they 
guide out of Tracy Ferry Marina; you can 
reach him at www.stroutfitters.com, 870-
421-1541 or on Facebook.
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 If he lives until morning, I may give 
him a name. Rozwell The Dog and I were 
on our daily walk on a familiar side street 
when we saw something fluttering on 
the ground. It was a grounded bird. We 
stopped to watch and were surprised to 
see a squirrel dash up to the flapping pile 
of feathers. Then, his curiosity satisfied, 
off he ran. This was good because I was 
not sure I would survive a battle with a 
squirrel over a wounded bird. 
 We had found a white-winged dove 
with no visible injury, but he was in no 
mood to fly. I could not leave him there.  
Having no idea of its gender, I decided it 
was a “he”, not just an “it”.   
 Now, Rozwell has long since outgrown 

FOWL AND FAIR 
FEATHERED FRIENDS

her interest in squirrels and birds, but I 
needed both hands to attempt a rescue. I 
hurried Roz back to our house and quickly 
rounded up a box, my gardening gloves, 
and several sheets of paper towel. (If paper 
towels ever go the way of plastic straws, 
I will need serious therapy.)  I quietly 
approached the dove and slipped the box 
over him, then slid my gloved hand under 
him and flipped the box over. Safely covered 
with a paper towel, we headed home. 
 The rescue box was too small for 

our guest, so I carefully moved him to a 
larger box, lined with more paper towels, 
and a small dish of water. I dropped in 
four little pieces of sour dough bread, 
and a couple of pitted cherries. Thus, 
provided with food and water, I placed 
him on the kitchen counter behind a wine 
rack. Rozwell will still “counter surf” on 
occasion and I was taking no chances. A 
cookie cooling rack provided the perfect 
cover for the box. Air and light were not 
blocked, and I had a clear view of our 
guest. Throughout the day I checked to 
see if he would like the bread. No luck. 
Off to pet aisle of our supermarket. With 
no idea which wild bird seed would be the 
most appealing to the little dove, I chose 
one that seemed to have every seed type 
on the planet in it. Back home I filled a 
little dish and carefully put it in the box 
housing the dove. He promptly climbed 
into it and sat there for the rest of the 

day. I never saw him eat, but he seemed 
content.
 He did survive the night, but I did 
not name him. He was ready to check 
out of my accommodations behind the 
wine rack. After donning my gardening 
gloves, I carefully carried his box out to 
the alley behind our house and set it on 
the ground. I carefully lifted him out of 
the box, and he launched himself into the 
air, hovered around my head for several 
heartbeats and then headed for the trees. 
I was so happy he was safe, and I now 
have a large bag of wild bird seed at 
the ready for the next rescue. A couple 
of days later, I saw a white-winged dove 
sitting on the fence behind our house. I 
like to believe it was our rescue, assuring 
me that he was doing fine.
 This little drama reminded me of 
another wild bird rescue. Many years 
ago, while living in Hawaii, I came upon a 
mejiro who was unable to fly. Also known 
as a Japanese White-Eye, this little bird 
is not indigenous to Hawaii, but rather 
is considered an invasive species, as it 
depletes food sources for local birds.  
“The Japanese White-eye is the most 
common bird in the Hawaiian Islands. It 

by Diana Storrs
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On the Chippewa Flowage

was introduced to Hawaii as a means of 
pest control in 1929. This bird has become 
a carrier of avian parasites that contribute 
to the decline of native species.” 

 At the time I rescued this little guy, I 
had no idea he was considered invasive. I 
carefully carried him home, placed him in 
a bird cage and provided water and fresh 
papaya. He loved papaya!  Papaya went 
in and papaya came out. After a couple 
of days of R & R, he looked so cheerful 
and happy that I felt he was about ready 
to return to the great outdoors. Before 
I released him, my son who was in first 
grade, and I, decided to bring him to 

school for show and tell. Mr. Mejiro was 
a great hit with the children. They quietly 
gathered around the cage and responded 
with the joy and awe that only young 
children display when they encounter a 
mystery of nature. The next day I brought 
the cage back to the spot where I had 
rescued him. He wasted no time in flying 
away. He never returned to show his 
appreciation, but I was filled with joy and 
gratitude that another feathered life had 
been saved.
 My love of birds led me to keep 
several birds as caged pets in our home. 
I owned a Peach-Faced Love Bird, which 
I consider unjustly named. He was mean! 
He took great pleasure in sneaking up on 
my other birds and nipping their toes.
 I will give him credit for being smart 
though. He not only managed to open his 
cage, he removed the screen from a door 
and escaped, much to the relief of the 
other birds. He joined the flocks of other 
formerly caged birds, all of which lived on 
a nearby golf course.
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 My cockatiels were nicer, except 
when an egg appeared. It was my habit 
to open the cages as soon as I returned 
home from work to allow my feathered 
friends to fly around as they wished. One 
lady cockatiel, after she had produced an 
egg, would sit at the open cage door and 
fly out to attack anyone careless enough 
to pass too closely. 

 Joey, my budgie, was by far my 
favorite bird, until Jake. But the saga 
of Jake is a story for another day. Joey 
bonded with me completely. As soon as I 
returned home from work, I would remove 
all jewelry, which he loved to chew, 

change into an old tee shirt in case of an 
accident, and open Joey’s cage. He would 
promptly jump onto my outstretched finger, 
and wait patiently until I transferred him 
to my shoulder. There he would happily 
remain until his bedtime. 

 The budgerigar, which is also known 
as the common or shell parakeet, goes by 
the nickname budgie. They are small, long-
tailed, seed-eating parrots and a great 
first bird for the novice bird owner. The 
only non-surgical way to determine the 
gender of an adult budgie is by the color 
of its cere. The cere is the area above the 
beak which houses the nostrils: blue for 
males, brown for females. I prefer male 
birds, especially after my adventures with 
the lady cockatiel. Joey was the perfect 
bird pet and I loved him dearly.
 While all my caged feathered friends 
afforded me great companionship, there 
is no joy comparable to rescuing a wild 
bird and returning it to the freedom of the 
great outdoors. Fly free, my white-winged 
dove friend. Live long and prosper! 
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We love to  
finance outdoor 

adventure! 

And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
WHAT HOME BUYERS ARE WILLING TO GIVE 
UP TO LIVE IN A GOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT
 ‘For many buyers, location, location, 
location, means schools, schools, schools’.
 Colleges aren’t the only ones who are 
looking for good test scores. Homebuyers 
are, too.
 Living near a good school was so 
important to 78% of these buyers that they 
compromised on their home’s features to 
make that desire a reality, according to a 
survey released Tuesday by Realtor.com.
 The amenity that buyers most 
frequently gave up for the privilege of 
living near a better school was a garage 
(19% of buyers)—even though garages 
are the most sought-after feature among 
prospective home buyers, according 
to another survey from Realtor.com. 
(Realtor.com is operated by News 

programs (53%) and art and music 
education (49%).
 Overall, nearly three-quarters of 
home buyers said that living in a good 
school district was important in their 
house hunt, according to the 1,000 people 
surveyed who closed on a home purchase 
this year. And among buyers with children, 
that figure jumped up to 91%.
Some 49% of buyers between the ages of 
18 and 34 cited school district as a more 
important factor versus just 37% of those 
55 and older.

 Of course, buying in a good school 
district comes with a significant premium 
as well. A 2016 analysis from Realtor.
com found that homes located with 
the boundaries for higher-rated school 
districts were 49% more expensive on 
average than the median-priced home 

Corp NWSA, +0.28%   subsidiary Move 
Inc., and MarketWatch is a unit of Dow 
Jones, which is also a subsidiary of News 
Corp.)
 Home buyers also chose to forego 
an updated kitchen (17%), the number of 
bedrooms they wanted (17%) and outdoor 
living space (16%).
 “School districts are an area where 
many buyers aren’t willing to compromise,” 
Realtor.com chief economist Danielle Hale 
wrote in the report. “For many buyers, 
‘location, location, location,’ means 
‘schools, schools, schools.’”
 More than half of buyers (59%) used 
test scores to determine a school district’s 
quality. Additionally, buyers considered 
whether schools had gifted and talented 

More Service.
More Sales.

VanceMARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated150 S Main St. • Morton, IL 61550

600 IVY LANE
TREMONT, IL 61568- $184,500
One needs to take a look at this 
spacious 3-bedroom 2.5 bath home 
on large corner lot near Cullinan 
Park. The kitchen has been updated 
with quality cabinetry and nice work 
area. The rooms are large and hosts 
much living area for all to enjoy. 
A large above-ground pool with 
spacious deck will welcome one and 
all. A workshop is located in back 
of garage. New roof and gutters in 
2017. All appliances stay. This is truly 
a special home with many amenities. 

317 S. LOCUST STREET
TREMONT, IL 61568- $179,900
Beautiful older home on 2 lots 
with original woodwork and high 
ceilings.; beautiful staircase in large 
entry. Original hardwood floors 
under carpet; solid 5-panel doors. 
Pocket doors between dining and 
living room. Large walk-in closet in 
all upstairs bedrooms (master has 
2 closets). Quality kitchen cabinets. 
5x17 enclosed porch on side; 8x21 
open front porch. Large back yard 
with a patio. Tax amount is for both 
parcels. Central Air on Both Levels; 
window units on second floor for 
person preference. No known 
issues, but being SOLD AS IS.

Home buyers would likely clamor to live 
near this Illinois high school, which is 

ranked as one of the best in the country.

19 Acre Lot, Bloomington Rd, 
East Peoria, IL 61611- $168,000
Excellent Building site in EP. 2/3 Cleared, level & 
wooded. The rest is Timber & Ravine. Zoned R-2. 
Great layout opportunities for your new home or 
outbuilding. Property located in the 3400 Block 
of Bloomington Rd. Look for Sign. .4 miles on 
Bloomington Rd. off of Pleasant Hill. Only the first 
150ft needs to be paved. Per the COEP.

SHANNON GAUNT
Broker, GRI, E-Pro, 

Relocation Specialist
405 N. Morton Ave.

Morton, IL 61550
309.263.4500

sgaunt@maloofrealty.com
www.shannongaunt.com

21.29 Acres Towerline Rd., 
Pekin, IL 61554- $320,000
Two lots 21.29ac total (10.72 and 10.57). Zoned 
residential with access to power and internet. 
Approximately 2ac tillable and 19 timber. Property has 
a pond, creek and 3 food plots. Property has gravel 
entrance and options for home building locations. 
Good hardwoods and property elevation changes. 
Timber has ability to have select harvest. Excellent 
deer hunting, mushrooms. trails, and recreation. Close 
access to town, yet rural setting.
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CLIENT REFERENCES:
90 Acres Tazewell County

I reached out to Brad when 
I saw he had a property
 listed and he responded 

right away and was able to 
drive us around the property 

within a couple of days.  
We fell in love with the 

property and even though he 
represented both us as the 
buyer, and the seller, which 
can be difficult, he was very 
professional and was able 

to answer any questions we 
had and made the process so 
smooth.  Buying land can be 
difficult, but we couldn’t of 

been happier with Brad.  
I highly recommend him!

 

Emily Jacob-Rudesill

BRAD BELSER
(309) 231-1449
brad@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777
jim@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

FOR ALL YOUR FARM & REC LAND BUYING, 
SELLING AND 1031 EXCHANGE NEEDS

Brad Belser

Jim Ferguson

PROPERTIES FOR SALE: 

Tazewell County 10 Acres with Home

Peoria County Custom Log Home on 86 Acres

Fulton County- 240 Acres Tillable/Timber

Knox County- 191 Acres

Peoria County- 150 Acres

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

THIS IS THE SHOCKING NUMBER 
OF HOUSE HUNTERS WHO’D PASS 
UP THEIR DREAM HOME IF IT 
DIDN’T WORK FOR THEIR PET
By Sarah Berger
 Forget about winning the approval of 
a co-op board or finding a roommate — 
many house hunters are more worried about 
finding a home that suits their pet, and 
would even pass on a perfect home to do so.
 A recent survey from Realtor.
com found that a whopping 75 percent of 
pet owners would pass on an otherwise 
perfect home if it didn’t meet their pet’s 
needs. Younger buyers were even more 
likely to say no to a home if it didn’t meet 
the needs of their pet (79 percent between 
the ages of 18 and 34), as opposed to older 
buyers (77 percent of 35 to 54 year olds 
and 64 percent of buyers 55 and older).
 Even low-maintenance pets like fish, 
birds and reptiles had a pretty big influence 
on the house-hunting process; according 
to the survey, 87 percent of fish owners, 98 
percent of reptile owners and 92 percent 
of rodent owners said their pet’s needs 
were important or very important during 
their home search. That’s in comparison to 
90 percent of dog owners and 87 percent 
of cat owners who say 
the same.
 So what exactly 
are pet owners looking 
for when considering 
a new abode? Realtor.
com asked home-buyers 
with pets to rank the 
three home features 
they thought were most 
important for their pets. 

Topping the list was a large yard (45 percent), 
followed by any outdoor space (36 percent), 
a garage (33 percent), large square footage 
(29 percent), a dog run (26 percent), sturdy 
flooring (26 percent) and close proximity to 
outdoor spaces (25 percent).
 The survey included over 1,000 
people who closed on a home in 2018, and 
was conducted in July by Harris Research. 
Of those surveyed, 80 percent reported 
owning pets, with younger buyers being 
more likely to be pet owners.
 Realtor.com’s findings correlate with 
other surveys that reveal millennial-age 
Americans tend to prioritize the needs 
of their furry friends when it comes to 
house-hunting, as opposed to other major 
factors like marriage and kids. The 2017 
SunTrust Mortgage survey also found that 
42 percent of millennials who had never 
bought a home said their dog or desire to 
have one would be a key factor in their 
decision to buy a home.

Jenny Anderson/Contributor/Getty Images

nationwide. These homes also sold more 
than a week faster than other properties.
Real-estate agents’ hands are tied when it 
comes to helping buyers. The Fair Housing 
Act prohibits agents from “steering” a 
buyer’s choice of home or neighborhood 
based on their race, ethnicity, gender, 
national origin, disability or familial status. 
As a result, an agent cannot say whether 
a home is located in a “good” or “bad” 
school district, though they can provide 
objective criteria such as the school’s test 
scores to the buyer.

 On Realtor.com and Zillow ZG, +2.25%  
among other real-estate sites, prospective 
buyers can use search parameters to 
narrow their search for homes based on 
school boundaries. Additionally, buyers 
can determine the boundaries of the 
school district they want to live in and 
provide that information to the real-estate 
agent to hone their search.

www.realtor.com
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Auction & Real EstateAuction & Real Estate MEMBER

 4 Generations of  Experience / A Tradition of  Results 4 Generations of  Experience / A Tradition of  Results

LOWDERMANLOWDERMAN www.lowderman.com
309-833-5543

UPCOMING REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
LOWDERMAN AUCTION & REAL ESTATE 

PRESENTS OUR REAL ESTATE AUCTION PORTFOLIO

Future Listings to Include Farmland & Real Estate Auctions. 
We invite your inspection, attendance & participation. 

Nationally Recognized As A Leader In Real Estate Auctions!
Contact Us Today To Participate!JACK MONTE

TUESDAY,  SEPT. 25th AT 2:00 P.M.
Fulton County Land Auction.
Offering 78.40 acres M/L of which 55 acres m/l is considered tillabe with 
the balance being in hunting & recreational land.
Held at the Ellisville Fire Station, 
105 Coal St., Ellisville, IL.

TUESDAY,  SEPT. 25th AT 6:00 P.M.
Development Land Auction.
Selling 8 acres m/l situated along W. Southport Rd., West Peoria, IL. 
Property has been plotted with approx. 21 record tracts.
Held at Jimmy’s Bar, located at 2801 W. Farmington Rd., 
W. Peoria, IL 

THURSDAY, OCT. 11th AT 1:00 P.M.
Residential Real Estate Auction.
Offering an Executive Style home built in 1980 with over 4,500 sq ft of 
living space and situated on 52 acres m/l of gently rolling pasture land in 
Adair County, MO.
Held at 17781 Hazel Green Way, Brashear, MO.

SATURDAY, NOV. 3rd AT 10:00 A.M.
2 Tracts of Real Estate & Personal Property Auction.
Tract I: Custom Built Raised Ranch Home built in 2007 w/frontage to the 
Mississippi River. Tract II: “The Orchard” w/tin sided 25ʼx32  ̓det. gar./
workshop.
Held at 1745 Riverside Drive, Pontoosuc, IL.

5 RED FLAGS THAT COULD SINK A HOME INSPECTION
By Cathie Ericson
 You’ve found the perfect house, located 
right near that cool new shopping area and the 
best schools. It even has the right number 
of bathrooms! Swoon. It’s time to sign the 
paperwork and move in ... or is it?
 Up until now, you’ve likely been blinded 
by the sparkling granite counters and the 
hardwood floors in every room. (Squee!) But 
before you blindly forge ahead, you’ll want to 
get a home inspection—and before that, you’ll 
want to check the house yourself for any red 
flags that might make an inspector tell you 
this particular piece of real estate could be 
more trouble than it’s worth. Check out these 
warning signs —and what they may take to 
fix (brace yourself).
 1. Sewer issues: What to look for: You 
don’t have to tell us twice that a sewer 
issue can quickly turn into a stinky situation. 
Standing water in the yard, signs of flooding 
in the basement, and heaved walkways are 
telltale signs of a blockage or break in the 
underground sewer line that connects to the 
sewer main in the front of a home, says Bill 
Erickson, real estate agent and national 
director of National Property Inspections.
 The cost: Repairing sewer pipes can 
cost up to $100 a foot, says Erickson, citing 
a recent situation where a disconnected pipe 
resulted in an estimate for $10,000.
 2. Faulty electrical system: What 
to look for: If the home that’s caught your eye 
was built before the ‘70s, you might have more 
than lingering shag carpet and wood paneling to 
worry about. Hazardous electrical wiring such 
as knob and tube wiringand aluminum branch 
circuit wiring are two of the biggest offenders 
that could put your home at risk of fire.
 Numerous extension cords can be a big 
tipoff that your electrical system is stuck in 
the disco era, says Kathleen Kuhn, president 
of national home inspection franchise 
HouseMaster. Another sign is a lack of ground-
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) circuits near a 
water source, such as in the kitchen or bathroom. 
These are designed to protect you from electrical 
shock because they monitor electricity flowing in 
a circuit and sense a loss of current.
 The cost: If you need to upgrade the 
electrical panel to make your system more 
efficient, expect to spend about $1,000 
to $3,000, depending on your area and the size 
of the panel, Kuhn says. Each additional outlet 
will cost $150-plus each, she says. Rewiring 
the home will run about $10,000 and up.
 3. Foundation cracks: What to look 
for: Don’t worry about every little hairline or 
corner crack, says Erickson, since for the most 
part they are caused by normal settling and 
are relatively easy to repair. But be aware of 
cracks that are a quarter-inch wide anywhere 
on the foundation or horizontal cracks, which 
generally result from hydrostatic pressure 
against the home’s foundation, says Kuhn.
 In fact, this one is such a big deal 
that ”usually only flippers, developers, and 
people considering demolishing a house will 

consider a property with foundation damage,” 
says William Fastow, associate broker 
with TTR Sotheby’s International Realty in 
Washington, DC.
 The cost: Foundation repairs can vary 
dramatically depending on the cause and remedy, 
but rarely is the repair under several thousand 
dollars, Kuhn says. A localized repair can possibly 
be achieved for as little as $1,500 to $5,000, 
but varying foundation types and significant or 
widespread issues can easily exceed $10,000, 
especially if excavation is needed.
 4. Worn roofing: What to look for: The 
best way to confirm roof life is to go up on a 
ladder to check it out, of course, but there are 
ways you can speculate about a faulty roof by 
staying on solid ground.
 “Water stains on the ceiling could indicate 
a leaky roof, and freshly painted ceilings could 
be a sign that the sellers are attempting to 
cover up the problem,” warns Erickson. Also 
look for excessive vegetation outside, which 
could be hiding roof damage, as well as curling, 
buckling, or missing shingles.
 The cost: A new roof can range from 
$2,000 to $10,000 and up, Erickson says. 
You’ll want to note if it’s a single or double 
roof, as that will determine the cost. With a 
single layer of shingles, another can go right 
over the first layer; but if it’s a double layer, 
code requires both layers to be removed, 
leaving you to start from scratch.
 5. Old pipes: What to look for: Turn on 
the faucet to see if the water pressure is low 
and to listen for gurgling: Either could indicate 
that your house has older galvanized piping or 
inadequate piping, Kuhn says. You also should 
check exposed pipes for signs of corrosion 
(e.g., discoloration and flaking).
 If your house was built between 1978 
and 1995, it might have polybutylene water 
supply pipes, which were part of a class-

action lawsuit in the 2000s that found the 
pipes degrade and break down, causing leaks, 
says Scott Brown, owner of Brightside Home 
Inspections in Syracuse, NY.
 “They will eventually fail, so homeowners 
risk flooding their home if they don’t replace 

these faulty pipes,” he warns.
 The cost: Full replacement with a more 
modern product like PEX will cost $5,000 and 
up, or double that for copper pipes, Brown 
estimates.
www.realtor.com

kiesewetter online auctions

Kiesewetter Auction Services Cell: 309-699-3800
for more detailed information see www.kiesewetterauction.com

NOTE: View www.kiesewetterauction.com 
for additional information and online bidding start and end dates.

UPCOMING LIVE AUCTIONS:
*Wed. Eve. October 3, 2018 @ 4:30 P.M.

House, Corvette, Home Interior 
Decorating, Crafts, & Moreat 136 Apple Court, Creve Coeur, IL

*Sat. October 6, 2018 @9:00 A.M.
4.65 Ac. Horse Mini Ranch, House & Bldgs., Equipt., & Shop Tools 

at 512 W. Bittersweet, Washington, IL

*Sat. October 27, 2018 @ 10:00 A.M.
3 bdrm. House, household, car & lawn & garden tools 

at 1419 North Fifth, Pekin, IL
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Scarlett Palm
Managing Broker

Mobile: 309-361-2095
Office: 309-246-5020

822 5th St. • Lacon, IL 61540

000 CONSERVATION LANE, 
LOWPOINT, IL 61545- $1,245,000

Prime 83.3 acres in Woodford county.
Located on conservation road this square 

83 acres is set up with 3 water control 
structures. The sediment trap ditch runs 
along the north boundary line. Existing 
berms and levees are mapped out on 

wetland’s restoration map. Du has plotted 
areas of food, forage and cover beds. 
Enhancing the migratory species of 
waterfowl and upland game birds. 

This jewel of the Illinois holds a lot of 
ducks as compared to the surrounding 

duck clubs. Ground has been rested
 for years w/out shooting. Consistency 
is mostly dryland mixed some marsh 

and some outlet to the river. 

RR COUNTY ROAD, 
SPARLAND, IL 61565- $575,000

182 Acres
Great Duck Hunting Opportunity!

Located in Between State 
Conservation ground and Ducks 
Unlimited Waterfowl restoration 
project. Lots of possibilities with 

this piece. Don’t let this one slip by. 
Lovely Piece of Duck - Hunting Ground.

00 RR, 
PUTNAM, IL 61327- $480,000

320 Acres
This prestigious and very historical duck 

clubs and fisheries. Best known in its 
prime as the buster Thompson fishery and 
duck club. So many fabulous opportunities 

await with this diamond in the rough! 
Possible enrollment in preserve programs 
and carbon credits for nitrogen reduction. 
These programs offered through multiple 

organizations and can be applied for. Located 
not far from the wetland’s initiate project. 

Your waterfowl mansion awaits....

TRAPSHOOTING | HERRIN’S LAWRENCE SHOOTING 
FOR ALL-AMERICAN HONORS AGAIN
By Les Winkeler, The Southern
 When Ian Lawrence of Herrin sets his 
eyes on a target, don’t get in his way.
 The 16-year-old was introduced to 
trapshooting in 2012. He shot at his first 
Grand American in 2015. Six months later, 
he earned his spot at the 27-yard-line in 
handicap (the equivalent of a black belt in 
karate). Last year, he was captain of the 
Amateur Trapshooting Association’s Sub-
Junior (15-and under) All-American team.
Lawrence’s performance at this year’s Grand 
American, which concludes tomorrow at 
Sparta’s World Shooting and Recreational 
Complex, will determine whether he will 
earn captain’s honors on the Junior All-
American (16-18) team.
 There was nothing surprising about 
Lawrence earning All-American honors.
“It was something I said, ‘you know mom, 
this is what I want to do this year. I want to 
be determined and do it,’ he said. “I worked 
hard all year and did my best. It was a rough 
battle, but it ended up coming out like I 
hoped it would.”
 This year, Lawrence finds himself 

shooting against older, more experienced 
competitors, but the outcome could be 
the same.
 “It is tough,” he said. “There are 
very tough competitors. Everyone is more 
mature. They’ve been doing it a little bit 
longer. They’ve found their own little tips 
and tricks to shoot better. This year I’ll come 
out either top or second on the All-American 
team, depending on how I do at the Grand. I 
will definitely be in the top three.”
 Not bad for someone who tried the 
sport on a whim.
 “I started in 2012,” Lawrence said. “I 
went to a local, the Fin and Feather has a 
trap, they had a fun shoot one day. I went out 
there and shot. There was a coach there and 
said I shot pretty well and he wanted me to 
shoot for his team. That’s how I got started 
shooting registered targets.AdChoices
 “It just kind of happened.”
 It didn’t take long for Lawrence to figure 
out that trap is largely a mental game that 
fits his personality.
 “There are a lot of things,” he said. “You 

have to have great gun movement. 
You have to see the target to see 
the gun movement. Your head has to 
be 100 percent on breaking the next 
target. When it’s your turn to shoot, 
you have to be ready to see that 
target. When you call for that target, 
you have to be ready to shoot that 
target.
 “You can’t get angry if you miss 
a target. That will just make you 
mad. Then you’ll miss more because 
you are thinking about it.”
 There are many other opportunities for 
concentration to falter.
 “You have to shoot in the wind, rain, 
and sunshine,” Lawrence said. “And, the 
heat takes a huge toll on a shooter’s body. 
When that sun is beating down on you and 
you have sweat in your eyes, you have to 
see that target. You have to be able to shoot 
in the wind, in the rain, and not everybody 
can do that.”
 He also enjoys the individual nature 
of the sport. When you miss, there are no 

excuses. It’s just the shooter and the target.
 “Oh yeah, I see myself doing it until the 
day I die,” Lawrence said. “It is the sport of 
a lifetime. You can do it when you’re sitting 
down or standing up. It’s a sport for anybody. 
Anybody can go out there, pick up a gun, 
shoot the targets, and have fun.”

les.winkeler@thesouthern.com
618-351-5088
On Twitter: @LesWinkeler

Ian Lawrence of Herrin has his eyes 
set on All-American honors. 
Provided by Ian Lawrence
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CEDAR FORK CREEK MASTODON: 
DIGGING FOR BONES
By Joey Finchen
 Last November, my grandpa 
and I attended the annual meeting 
of the American Society of Amateur 
Archaeologists at Kentucky Dam Village 
in Gilbertsville, KY.  At the show, I met 
Dr. Richard M. Gramly, the organizer for 
ASAA.  I was enthralled with his stories of 
digging for artifacts and mastodon bones. 
He invited us to come to a mastodon dig 
in Ohio. When the dates (August 13 -23, 
2018) for the dig were finally posted on the 
website, I was disappointed to see they 
were for the week I started my 8th grade 

year at Zion Lutheran School in Belleville, 
IL.  I was pretty gloomy until my mom, 
Leslie Finchen, got permission from my 
school for me to miss my first three days. 
Thanks Mom!! I was pretty excited to say 
the least!! What a great way to end my 
summer vacation!
 Before I could work at the excavation, 
I was required to read the monograph “ 
Archaeological Recovery of the Bowser 
Road Mastodon Orange County, New York”. 
This explains Dr. Gramly’s theory that these 
sites were ritualistic in nature and also 

explains what Clovis people were doing at 
Mastodon sites. 
 So on August 12, my grandpa (Rich 
Lively), my dad (Joe Finchen), and I set 
out on our 525 mile journey to our hotel 
in Bellville, Ohio. We checked in and met 
up with two ASAA members, Grace and 
Wendy, who are retired school teachers 
from Buffalo, NY.  Next day, they led us to 

29405 E. County Hwy 27, 
Glasford, IL 61533 - $300,000

You’ll love this charming, 1.5 story home w/ 
spectacular panoramic views of 10 acres! This 
3 BR, 2.5 BA, 2-c garage boasts many updates: 
granite counter tops (‘16), new AC (‘14), hickory 
cabinets (‘08), new appliances (‘15) and city 
water with 2 wells on the property. Enjoy the 
sunken LR w/ fireplace on those cold winter days. 
Property offers 30x30 outbuilding, walkout bsmt, 
lg private bkyd, plus a great deck w/ easy access 
to the patio. Don’t miss the chance to wake up to 
awe-inspiring sunrises and drift off to sleep each 
night w/ tranquil sounds of nature.

1725 Coyote Crossing, 
Washington, IL 61571- $479,000

Custom built home on 3 acres is located at the end 
of a cul de sac combines the peacefulness of country 
living w/a touch of neighborhood! Stunning masonry 
on exterior & interior w/incredible stonework fp. 
Beautiful hrdwd leads to stylish kitchen that will 
WOW! Walk out to screened-in deck surrounding 
you with the essence of country. Mudrm/lockers & 
laundry conveniently located off garage. Lg master 
suite has generous walk-in closet w/high-end 
organizers & dbl sinks in BA. Unfin bsmt including 
storm shelter is framed, insulated & roughed to 
finish. Geothermal 2x6 exterior walls. D52 schools.

Lots at Remmert Farms
5.01 AC lot lake front lot. Centrally located between 
Peoria and Bloomington. The Lakes of Remmert 
Farms offers beautiful, rolling lots that surround 
approx. a 6.5-acre stocked lake and a 1.5 acre 
stocked pond. Many of the lots are conducive to 
walkout foundations. Large outbuildings allowed, 
and horses are allowed. Common well. Gravel road 
to be paved at time of occupancy.  Lots 2, 5, & 6

0 W. Cruger Rd, 
Washington, IL 61571- $720,000

27.15 acres - perfect site for subdivision 
development - utilities at lot line; mostly tillable, 
gently rolling farm ground; Triangular in shape

RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
803 W. Pioneer Parkway, Peoria, IL 61615

Office: 309-657-6787 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

Rich siftingMastodon Skelton Student Digger Monograph New York Mastodon

the Cedar Fork Creek Mastodon site which 
is located on private property in a farmer’s 
field. We drove by the campers and parked 
near the excavation site. I was surprised to 
find out I was one of thirty two participants. 
This excavation is a combined force of 
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ASAA members, Ohio Archaeologists, and 
Purdue University students. I was excited to 
get started. Digging in the dirt is one of my 
favorite things to do.
 Dr. Gramly, greeted us and welcomed 
me to my first official dig. I was surprised 
to find out that he had already been there 
for six days, plotting out the squares and 

setting up equipment for our adventure.  
Dr. Gramly assigned us to either hand 
troweling or screening material. Come rain 
or shine, we troweled and sifted. During 
my five days at the dig, I participated in the 
discovery of Mastodon teeth and rib bones, 
Elk teeth, and a stone scraper. I meet 
people from many areas of the country and 
many walks of life. We also had a chance 
to attend the Blueberry festival one day 

when we got rained out.
 The annual ASAA meeting will be 
held in conjunction with the 2018 Kentucky 
Dam Artifact show, the weekend before 
Thanksgiving. A lecture is always presented 
directly after the Business Meeting (which is 

brief!). Last year a presentation was made 
about the ASAA Mastodon, and I hope this 
year’s presentation will be an extension of 
that one. If you are interested, check out 
the ASAA website for further information.   
http://asaa-persimmonpress.com/

Joey uncovering Mastodon Tooth

Joe Tooth

Joey Mastodon Tooth Insitu Joe Finchen Joey finding a rib bone Joey Digging

18833 E. Wildwood Road, Farmington, IL 
61531- MLS #1194871- $795,000

REMARKABLE 69 ACRE WOODED RETREAT ON 5 ACRE LAKE.
Lake views from HUGE extended deck. 60x44 Outbuilding/Concrete 
Floors, In-ground Pool, 5800+ finished SF; 5 BRs, 3 full & 2 half  BAs. 

Angoletti Built * Custom KIT... Amish cabinetry, granite, soaring vaulted 
ceilings * Full finished W/O BSMT... full 2nd Kitchen, Family Room, 

recreation room, exercise room & office. Large master suite... sitting area, 
Jacuzzi tub, separate shower, built-in cabinets w/FP, French doors to deck 
* RO system, Geothermal, sound system, generator, electronically lowering 

chandelier in Great Room. Boating, fishing, hunting, & trails!

EILEEN HUBER
Broker

Peoria Branch
803 W. Pioneer Parkway

Peoria, IL 61615
Mobile: 309-635-2633
Office: 309-690-4228

ehuber@maloofrealty.com

Feel like you’re on vacation year round
at Wee Ma Tuk Hills. Swimming, fishing, boating

and an 18 hole championship golf course!

73 LAUREL DRIVE, CANTON, IL 61520 • $279,900
Custom Built 4 Br.-2.5 BA Canton Landmark is 
Now Offer For Sale! 10x13 Foyer & Open Staircase, 
25,14 Liv Rm, 14x13 Formal DR, 22x12 Inf DR, 
Updated Appliance, Massive Cabinetry, Pantry, 
Desk & Jenn-Air Stove, Repl Windows, 16x14 Mastr 
Suite, Fireplace, Wet Bar, 2-Atriums + Greenhouse, 
3-Heating & Cooling Systems.

15398 E. KENABECK TRAIL, WMT, IL 
$565,000

A little touch of heaven on Lake Wee-Ma-Tuk, 
IL! Custom Built 4BR/4.5BA home w/Million $ 
panoramic view of lake from all 3 finished levels! 
MF mstr ste 2/sunrm, great rm, summer kit., wet 
bar & screened porch; peninsula w/dbl floating dock; 
vacation year ‘round!

460 ROSEWOOD DRIVE, CANTON, IL 61520 • $199,900
Stunning 3BR- 2 Full + (2) ½ Baths. Custom Built 1.5 
Story Home. Oak Fooring, Amish Cabinetry thoughout. 
All new appliances, Eat in Kitchen w/Island, Pantry, 
Main Floor Laundry, Fireplace, Central Vac, Mstr Bdrm 
w/Whirlpool tub &  Wlk-in closets, 3 Car Garage, New 
Siding 14 & Roof 2017, New Landscaping, Blt-in-Bar in 
Rec Rm & Pool Table

45 LINCOLN ROAD, CANTON, IL 61520 • $134,900
Outstanding 3 Bedroom-2BA Brick Ranch that’s Move-
in Ready & Immediate Possession! Immaculate Home 
is Centrally Located on the North of Canton. Large 
Formal Dining, Eat-in K w/Inf Dining & Built in Desk. 
3rd Bdrm on Main Floor. Wet Bar with Frig, Stove, 
Blt in Bookcases & Endless Possibilities. You’ll Love 
The Convenience to Main Street, Shopping, Eateries, 
Schools, Big Creek Park + Friendly Neighborhood!

414 N. 2ND STREET, CANTON, IL 61520
Canton’s Best Kept Secret Inside This Completely 
Updated 3 Bedrm- 2 ½ BA Home! Freshly Painted 
Interior, SS Appl Eat-In-K w/Cement Counter Tops, 
Spacious Breakfast Bar Adj Info Dining & Fam Rms, 
Refurbished Floors & Windows, Newer Roof, Siding, 
Front Sidewalk & Deck. Mstr Suite w/Private BA w/Dbl 
sink, HVAC, Electrical, WHtr & Updates 2017-2018. 
Motivated Seller A Must See!

LAKE FRONT

309-338-2900
309-789-7463
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Digging for Bones . . . continued

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

VERY LARGE 4 DAY PERSONAL PROPERTY 
AUCTION OF ROBERT “BOB” KORANDO

OCTOBER 5th, 6th, 12th AND 13th AT 9:00AM
AUCTION LOCATION- 13344 HIGHWAY 4, AVA, IL

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

LUNCH STAND AND PORTA POTTY SUPPLIED ALL FOUR DAYS • CASH, CREDIT CARD (3% CHARGE) AND CHECKS ACCEPTED WITH PROPER ID

FRIDAY OCTOBER 5TH
Fishing Rods, Fishing Lures, Fishing Reels, Trolling Motors, 12’ Jon Boat, 

Miscellaneous Fishing Items, Tackle Boxes, Blue Jars, Knives, Duck Calls
SATURDAY OCTOBER 6TH
Liberty Gun Safe (very nice)

Guns: Marlin 22 D.U. Micro Groove Barrel/Tasco Scope,
Remington 870 Express 12ga. Pump/Scope & Hastings Barrel 3 inch. Original barrel/

vent rib, Winchester 1892 Octagon Barrel, Lever Action, 38W.C.F,
Mossberg 22 Auto Rifle, (2) 32 Smith & Wesson Revolvers,

Other Revolvers
Lehde Auction Service has obtained there FFL License 

and will be handling firearm transfers
Ammunition, Decoys (many makers), Duck Call (over 17 different call makers), Hunting 
Clothes, Hunting Pictures, Show Cases, Fishing Lures, Blue Jars, Brass Kettles, Knives

FRIDAY OCTOBER 12TH 
Hand Tools, Power Tools, Diesel John Deere 855/Mower/1416 Hrs., 6ft. King 

Kut Blade, 5ft Wheel Horse Sickle Mower, 3 pt. Carrier, Air Compressors, Crocks, 
Blue Jars, Fishing Lures, Brass Kettles, 6ft Land Pride Tiller (like new)

SATURDAY OCTOBER 13TH
REAL ESTATE WILL SELL AT 12:00PM

By Steve McGriff IL License #440-000619
Directions: Bob Korado Lives on top of Campbell Hill Grade 
by  water tower on Rt. 4 between Ava and Cambell Hill, IL

This will be four days of outstanding items each day. Bob was an avid collector and 
serious hunter and fisherman. We will be selling two rings parts of each day. We will 
sell things that are listed on the days designated, but please bare with us because of 
the large selection of items. We have taken many pictures so please check them out 

on McGriff’s Auction and Lehde Auction Websites and Auction Zip. We can’t list every 
item so the listing is light but check the websites for full views.

McGriff Auction Service • Ava, IL • 618-534-7573 • License #440-000619 Lehde Auction Service • Addieville, IL • 618-559-5082 • License # 441-00704

Joe Sifting for Artifacts

Joey Mastodon Tooth Joey Digging

Joe Mastodon Tooth Cleaned

Grace-retired teacher Digging Crew

Joey Mastodon Tooth Insitu
Archaeology Students

Dr. R.M. Gramly at site Dig Site
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JACK & LIDIA’S RESORT, INC.

847.356.1389

ON DEEP LAKE • CALL FOR DEEP LAKE FISHING REPORT
“ON THE WATER” 
RESORT FEATURING:
• Boat Rental
• Cottages • Fishing
• Picnic Area
• Full Service Bar
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

38610 N. Edgewood
Lake Villa, IL 60046

34998 Route 9, Mackinaw 
$599,000

MLS #: 1191958

416 High, Creve Couer, IL 
61610- $69,900
MLS#1197983

111 S. Morgan, 
Mason City, IL 62264 - $84,500

MLS# 1195800

201 Ripper St., Pekin, IL 
61554- $97,500
MLS# 1194097

607 E. Vorey Street, 
Heyworth, IL 61745- $279,900

MLS#1197472

1311 Arthur St., 
Pekin, IL 61554- $89,900

MLS# 1197102

516 S. Nelson, 
Morton, IL 61550- $139,900

MLS# 1196547

13948 S. 14th St., 
Pekin, IL 61554- $149,000

MLS# 1196872

303 S. East, Danvers
$210,000

MLS #: 1192288

Gaye Lynn Green
MANAGING BROKER/REALTOR®

(309) 657-1774
gayelynngreen@hotmail.com

NEW PRICE! PENDING IN JUST 3 DAYS

922 S Park St. • Hardin, IL 62047

 618-576-9466 • FAX: 618-576-9472
www.quillersoutboard.com

OLD-SCHOOL DUCK-HUNTING 
TACTICS THAT STILL WORK
By Bill Miller
GRANDPA KNEW HOW TO KILL DUCKS 
WITHOUT THE HELP OF HIGH-TECH TOOLS, 
AND HIS METHODS STILL WORK. HERE ARE 
THE FUNDAMENTAL SKILLS EVERY DUCK 
HUNTER SHOULD KNOW.
 In a duck-blind conversation with RNT 
Calls’ Jim Ronquest one day, we got to talking 
about high-tech duck hunting. Jim told me he 
holds nothing against hunters who use all the 
latest legal means to lure in ducks, but for him 
personally, it’s about perfection of skills.
 I like that philosophy. Live decoys were 
outlawed in 1935. Today’s high-tech spreads 
essentially provide everything live decoys 
did short of calling and a well-trained Judas 
cajoling the flock to join the set in front of 
your blind. There’s an unmatched sense of 
accomplishment when success comes from 
your skills as a waterman, caller and hunter. 
And all old-school strategies have at their core 
watching and listening to unperturbed ducks.
 WORK THE WATER: Glass-flat water 
with motionless decoys makes pretty pictures, 
but it scares ducks. It only takes a few minutes 
observing flocked birds to realize there’s constant 
motion. Ducks move, so the water moves.

 In timber hunting, birds flying above the 
canopy have a hard time seeing decoys. Their 
initial visual will be disturbed water. Widening 
concentric rings exponentially expand your 
spread’s power.
 Any time you’re calling in the timber, 
and even when you’re not, you should be 
kicking a foot in the water. Move the water. 
This holds true in any setup without wind. On 
one slough hunt in Alberta, a hunting partner 
and I improvised by alternately shooting. The 
nonshooter was at the edge of the cattails 
bailing water into the pond to create motion. 
It worked so well, we both shot limits with 
neither of us picking up a call.
 WORK THE WIND: Water and field 
spreads benefit from the appearance of 
flight and stretching wings. No other new-
school innovation has boosted hunting 
success like the spinning-wing decoy. Old-
school approximations are rags and wind 
socks. With breeze, both provide gentle, 
random, natural movement.
 Maintain acute awareness of your decoy 
spread and blind position in relation to the 
wind. If the wind switches, even slightly, 

you need to reset and maybe even move. 
This might happen many times a day, but the 
results are worth the work.
 PERFECT CAMOUFLAGE: Since you’re 
the source of motion and sound, it’s imperative 
to stay hidden. Motion dekes, splashers and 
spinners focus ducks’ attention on them. 
Without these distractions, ducks will focus 
on you! You won’t get away with corn camo 
in the timber, and dark patterns aren’t right in 
stubble fields. Consider a ghillie suit to add 
3-D illusion. Gloves and headnets are musts.
 In the timber, hug the shadows. As ducks 
circle, slowly move to keep the tree trunk 
between you and them, but once they break 
the canopy, stay still.
 SUPERIOR CALLING: Honest competition 
callers will admit, there’s a difference between 
calling in the blind and on stage. Competitive 
callers perfect routines incorporating skills 
judges expect to hear. Field calling responds to 
what the ducks are doing. Sometimes they want 
more; often they want less.
 Calling depends on the type of hunting 
you’re doing. In the timber, calling loud, long, 
often and well is essential to attract the 
attention of ducks flying above the canopy. In 
other hunting, success depends far more on 
what the birds see.
 SCOUT LOCATIONS: A lot of old-school 
duck tactics rely on “less is more,” but you can 
never have enough knowledge. If you know 
where birds want to be and get there before 

they do, you don’t need other tactics. Thinking 
like a duck is the consummate old-school 
skill, and the only way to acquire it is to do 
the homework. Twenty-first century scouting 
is easier with 4WD, optics, mobile phones, 
computers and satellite maps, but it remains 
an old-school strategy.
 FINISH THE DUCKS: New school, 
old school — the goal is to fool the birds 
so completely they don’t know you’re there. 
Whether you light them and jump to shoot, or 
take them at the last feet-down, wings-locked 
second, you should relish the accomplishment. 
But if you don’t wait, you can never achieve 
the goal.
 Shooting working ducks at marginal 
ranges not only precludes you from this thrill, 
but it also makes it harder for every other 
hunter. Ducks become call-shy, decoy-shy and 
blind-shy because they are shot at and missed. 
Shooting only finished ducks results in fewer 
misses, meaning less shooting to take limits. 
That’s the finest old-school strategy going.
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FALL FISHING IN MERCER 
WISCONSIN 2018
By  Jeff Robl
Bobber Down Guide Service
Turtle Flambeau Flowage
Mercer, Wisconsin
 September is a month of significant 
change in the fishing of northern 
Wisconsin lakes. As the days grow 
shorter and the nights cooler, water 
temperatures fall. The scenery also 
changes from summer foliage to the start 
of the dramatic fall colors by months end. 
Turnover occurs, usually around mid-
September when the water temps drop 
to the 50* range. With all these changes 
fishing patterns can vary greatly from the 
beginning of the month to the end of the 
month, even the bait used changes.
 I spend almost all my fishing time 
Guiding on the Turtle Flambeau (TFF) in 
Iron county Wisconsin. It’s approximate 
13,000 acres of water, 150 miles of 
shoreline (over 90% undeveloped) and 
98 islands gives the feeling of being in 
a remote place with a lot of solitude, an 
easy place to want to spend fishing time. 
There are good lodging opportunities on 
the TFF along with 66 island campsites.
 I spend most of my time on the water 
in pursuit of walleyes and smallmouth, my 
customers target species, often perch and 
crappies are caught while walleye fishing. 
Early September the fish are often in a 
late summer pattern, they can be found in 
a wide range of structures, often deeper 
wood structure in the 12-16’ depth range 
is a good starting point for the search. 
There are deep wood flats on the main 
basin along with remnant stumps on what 
would have been the banks of the original 
Turtle and Flambeau Rivers. 
 At the time of this writing (August 
20th) we have been doing better on 
walleyes in the 6-10’ depth range, 
shallower than some late summer bites. I 
expect this depth could be good well into 
September. Many of the places we are 
catching fish are humps that have sand/
rock and stumps on them. These humps 
are often surrounded by water in the 
12-16’ range. Some of these humps are 
small, about the size of a couple of large 
boats others 50 or so square yards. The 

better spots generally have more snaggy 
wood and rock structures.
 My approach to fishing these areas 
is from an anchored position, I use two 
20lb. navy anchors with 100’ of rope on 
each anchor, unless it is really windy I 
don’t have to use all 100’ of rope. I anchor 
with the wind hitting the boat at a 90* 
angle, I anchor in this manor because I do 
a lot of slip bobber fishing, this positioning 
allows the bobbers to be spread out 
covering a wide swath of 
the structure being fished. I 
also have customers cast a 
jig at the same time, with 
three or four bobbers out 
and three or for jigs being 
cast it doesn’t take long to 
establish whether there are 
any hungry fish on the spot.
 As a rule of thumb 
the bait used goes from 
crawlers and leeches to 
minnows as the water 
cools. This switch of bait is 
usually early September, the 
minnows I use on the TFF 
are extra-large fatheads.
 Later in September I find 
walleyes in deeper water, 
holes in the original river 
channels and around the 
perimeter of original lake 
basins in the 18-28’ depths. 
Even the jigs used changes 
in September, when fishing 
the shallower wood/rock 
structure we use 1/8 oz. 
weedless jigs( I like Jack’s 
jigs, Invasion jigs are also a 
good choice), in the deeper 
water fishing over sand and 
rounded boulders I often use 
1/8 oz. round head jigs.
 I wanted to devout half of 
my writing to musky fishing, 
but am already surpassing 
the word parameter limit, 
laugh! Ok quickly:
 Twice last week, on 
two different spots, we 
had muskies grab fish we 
were bringing in. The first 



YOUR HOMETOWN ALLSTATE TEAM

309-444-9700
1293 Peoria Street
Washington, IL 61574
Website: agents.allstate.com/jami-renfrow-washington-il
Call me for the protection you need and the service you want.
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KICKAPOO CREEK SUPPLY
BUYER OF RAW FURS & SQUIRREL TAILS

Selling complete line of trapping supplies:
Lures • Baits • Traps • Fur Handling Equipment 

Snares • Hip Boots • Chest Waders • AND MORE
WE SHIP UPS

“FUR BUYER”
COMPLETE HIDE TANNING SERVICE

CALL: 309.446.3137
6815 N. McIntyre Road • Brimfield, IL 61517

 
 

Steve Burrow, Broker   
Call 309-687-6008 or  
800-532-LAND or email 
sburrow@soybank.com  

David Klein, Auctioneer 

163.17 Acres+/ -  
Marshall County, Illinois  

2 Tracts of Timber & 
Cropland on the IL River 
east bluff and bottom.  
Great Hunting potential. 
Along Tax School Rd. SE 
of Henry. 90.97 & 72.2 ac 
Call for Details or see  
 www.soycapitalag.com    
 

June 26th  November 
       14th   
   Auction! 

    10a.m. at the American Legion in Henry, IL 

    The Siira Family Trust Farm 

one came out of the depths and grabbed 
a rock bass at boat side. As the drag 
screamed out on my rod I told one of 
my customers to set his pole down and 
take my rod. I happened to have 
my musky net in the boat and 
quickly extended the handle. 
After a few minutes of gaining 
on the fish, then losing line back 
as he pulled out line on the drag, 
the mid 40 inch musky decided 
he didn’t want occupancy in our 
net and spit the rock bass. Two 
days later, on a spot a couple 
miles away, another big musky 
took a walleye we were bringing 
in after another battle the fish 
must have realized the walleye 
was fighting a little too hard and 
a chewed up walleye came back 
on the 1/8 oz. jig.
 I’m starting to get more musky 
fishing customers. I keep an inventory on 
these spots and have musky fisherman 
go back after these fish. On the off-shore 
structure spots with at least 6 or 7 feet of 
water over them I like big perch or walleye 
swim baits to try to trigger one of these 
big fish. On shore line weeds which are 
good areas well into September we are 
mainly throwing bucktails. 
 There are some big fish in the TFF 
in late June we boated a 50-1/2” on a 
bucktail, a couple weeks before that in 
a different part of the TFF we had the 
biggest musky I’ve ever personally seen 
take a walleye. After a rod bending 
battle on a walleye rod we had the fish 
boat side, no musky net, I’ve pretty easily 
netted fish up to 44” in my walleye net, 
I got the big fishes head in the net and 

a small part of its length, he stiffened 
and came out of the net, the net was 
woefully inadequate for the behemoth 
fish. The fish went back down, the 

walleye still in his mouth wasn’t even 
visible , after about a minute the rod 
took the normal bend of the weight of 
a walleye and a chewed up 14” walleye 

came to the surface. Myself and two 
customers from West Virginia stood 
there shaky holy sh_t!! can you believe 
the size of that fish!
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Melvin & Annie Otto 
1749 State Hwy 133 • Arthur, IL 61911

Otto’s Canvas: 217-543-3007 
Conklin: 217-543-5197

www.Conklin.com

SOFT TACO SNACKS 
Very Good!!

1 ½ # Hamburger 
1 Pack Taco Seasoning 

8oz. Cream Cheese
2 TBLS Chives 

8oz. Sour Cream
1C. Shredded Cheddar Cheese 

1C. Diced Onions
1 Pack Soft Tacos

Brown Hamburger, Taco seasoning and 
Onions. Put Cream Cheese and Sour 

Cream in Hamburger, let melt then add 
chives spread mixture over soft tacos 

sprinkle with cheese roll up tightly 
makes 10 rolls put in pan with lid and 

chill, slice and eat with salsa!

•  I wish I’d known earlier what I had 
to learn late.

•  Worry is like raking hay- you get all 
stirred up but then you land right 
back in the same place.

•  The Road to Success is always under 
construction 

•  If you don’t control your mind 
someone else will.

ANNIE’S CONKLIN CORNER
 Summer is turning into fall, and 
people are getting ready to do some of 
their last-minute summer things. But 
fall is my favorite time of year anyways 
so let the leaves turn and crackle and 
crunch when we walk on them. Andy 
and Marilyn raise pumpkins for the 
produce auction so they are gathering 
lots of pumpkins  what happens with 
all those truckloads of pumpkins? The 
Great Pumpkin Patch is a about 2 miles 
from here so they raise thousands of 
pumpkins! Does everyone eat pumpkin 
pie? But what is more American than 
Pumpkin pie! 
 In the canvas shop, tarps are the 
main item right now, for grain semi’s 
or wagons, we make any size. We heat 
weld the seams for a better seal. We are 
always working on improving something 
as the saying goes, “If your green you 
grow, if your ripe you rot!” 
 On the Conklin side did you know 
Conklin was one of the first to come out 
with a probiotic. First it was in Fastrack 
for animals then they developed one 

for humans and they have been top in 
their quality ever since. The probiotic 
and enzymes were together at one time. 
Then they discovered they were for 
different reasons. So they separated the 
enzymes and probiotics as the enzymes 
are used more with food and digestion. 
The probiotics is used more for the 
lower part of the stomach and are very 
good taken at night for some serious 
digestive problems. Are you getting what 
you pay for? Know your Mfg!! If you are 
interested in knowing your Mfg. Contact 
us at 217-543-5197.

A NEW TWIST

ON AN OLD FAVORITE
www.naturalgear.com

NEW Natural Gear “FIELDS” Available now

Ed Shay of Metamora with a 
nice catfish caught on 4 pound 

test at a private pond

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
V A L U E  P R I C E D  V E H I C L E S !

LARGE INVENTORY OF LATE MODEL TRUCKS & SPORT UTILITIES

1995 Ford F250 XLT, Regular Cab, 4x4 ............................................ $2,200
1996 Ford F250 XL, Regular Cab, 4x4 .............................................. $1,730
1999 Ford F250 XL, Regular Cab, 4x4, Diesel ................................. $5,970
2000 Ford F350 XLT, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel ................................... $12,550
2001 Ford Ranger XLT, Supercab, 4x4............................................. $5,470
2001 Dodge Dakota SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 ........................................ $4,220
2002 Chevrolet S-10, Crewcab, 4x4 ................................................ $7,990
2003 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .............................................. $2,220
2003 Ford F250 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .............................................. $6,970
2003 Ford F250 King Ranch, Crewcab, 4x4 ................................... $13,500
2004 Dodge Dakota SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 ........................................ $3,330
2004 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x2 ................................................ $7,330
2004 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 .................................. $10,440
2004 Ford F250 Lariat, Supercab, 4x2, Diesel ............................... $15,670
2004 Chevrolet Suburban LS, 4x4 ................................................. $10,990
2004 Ford F350, Regular Cab, 4x4, with Snow Plow .................... $13,680
2004 Ford F450 XLT, Regular Cab, 4x4, w/Utility Bed .................... $9,990
2005 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 ............................................................ $4,570
2005 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .............................................. $7,270
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 .................................. $12,880
2005 Ford F250 Lariat, Supercab, 4x4, Diesel ............................... $14,980
2005 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4, Diesel ..................... $16,890



AUCTION SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 10TH AT 9:00AM

FARM LAND 289 ACRES+/- ACRES SELLING IN 4 TRACTS
PERRYTON & DUNCAN TOWNSHIP

MERCER COUNTY ILLINOIS FARMLAND
SELLER: BILL & DONNA HOFMANN ESTATES

HELD AT PERFORMANCE AUTO PARK- ALEDO, IL
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 1ST AT 10:00AM

120+/- ACRES WARREN COUNTY FARMLAND
NO RESERVE • ABSOLUTE AUCTION!

SELLER: ROGER CROCKER • MIDWEST BANK, POA
AUCTION LOCATION TBD

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30TH AT 10:00AM
FARM MACHINERY  • NO RESERVE • ABSOLUTE AUCTION!

SELLER: JOHN SHERIFF ESTATE & ELWANDA SHERIFF
HELD ON SITE: 250 90TH ST., KEITHSBURG, IL

SATURDAY DECEMBER 8TH AT 10:00AM
FARM MACHINERY RETIREMENT  • NO RESERVE • ABSOLUTE AUCTION!

SELLER: GARY AND MICHELE WRIGHT
SOUTH OF ALEXIS, IL

LOWE HOURED LEXION, CHALLENGER & NEW HOLLAND MACHINERY
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OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH

JOIN PEORIA SHOOT FOR THE CURE IN 
BRINGING ABOUT AWARENESS AND SUPPORTING 

THE SUSAN G KOMEN AFFILIATE
A limited supply of “Shoot for the Cure” fleece vests and jackets

 are available for purchase $35 each

Production cost for this merchandise was part of our 2018 Event
100% of every sale will be directed to Komen

A GREAT JACKET FOR COOL FALL MORNINGS
EVEN BETTER – START YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING EARLY!

For more details – pictures, colors & sizes
Email:  shootforcure@gmail.com

•  Through awareness, we become better informed of the signs of breast cancer.
•  Through awareness, we better understand the struggles that patients and 

family may be dealing with.
•  Through awareness, more funds are generated to support research . . . 

advancements in diagnosis and treatment, improved survival rates.

DALE JONES AUCTION FACILITY 
Performance Auction Park, 2007 SE 3rd St. • Aledo, IL

 (309) 582-SOLD (7653)
dale@soldatjones.com • www.soldatjones.com

MAKE A WET SPOT FOR 
THE DUCKS
By Bill Miller
WHEN EVERYTHING IS ICED OVER, 
THE SMALLEST SPOT OF OPEN WATER 
WILL DRAW DUCKS. DON’T HAVE OPEN 
WATER? MAKE SOME.
 Speed isn’t something I seek in 
duck hunting. It’s normally an event best 
stretched and savored. But a “fast” hunt 
near Pierre, South Dakota, with outfitter 
Cody Warne introduced me to an old-
school trick that should be in every 
northern hunter’s blind bag.
 December hunting on the Warne 
Ranch is usually a combo of field hunting 
Canada geese and mallard hunting at 
artesian spring holes. However, with 
another area leaseholder accused of 
baiting, Cody’s leases were considered in 
the sphere of influence, so he was shut 
down, too.
 We desperately needed a late-
season show for “North American Hunter 
TV,” so Cody promised he’d come up with 

Plan B — pheasants and … whatever 
else he could think of.
 That’s how we ended up beside a 
completely frozen-over stock dam at 3 
in the afternoon. Earlier in the day, Cody 
sent a guide to cut a hole in the ice and 
“flood” the pond with water from the 
frost-proof hydrant atop the dam. We 
arrived to find a 4-foot hole hacked in 
the ice and a wet spot in the snow about 
10 feet by 10 feet. My confidence meter 
crashed.
 The guide had also placed five 
decoys around the hole and set up two 
sore-thumb blinds 20 yards from the wet 
spot.
Cody told us birds were coming off the 
Missouri River to work a cornfield a 
section over. Until this dam froze two 
weeks earlier, it was a regular stop. His 
plan was to convince them the water had 
opened.

 “Never…” is all I could think as 
Cody drove away.
 In half an hour a swarm of ducks 
appeared over the cornfield. I blew a 
highball to attract their attention. A V of 
10 broke off to swing over the dam.
 They never circled, never hesitated. 
They just cupped wings and dropped into 
the tiny wet spot. The scouts triggered 
a steady stream from the swarm. The 
camera rolled and we shot. In just over 

three minutes our limit lay scattered on 
the ice, red legs kicking their last. The run 
time on the camera proved what had just 
happened — 3 minutes 25 seconds.
 As we walked around picking them 
up, more piled in, landing at our feet. We 
could have swatted them with tennis 
racquets.
 Old-school lesson learned. All it 
takes is a wet spot if it’s the only wet 
spot!
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Call for all your 
Auction Needs

Specializing in Estate, 
Antique & 

Sportsman Auctions

17055 E. 1825th St.
Bushnell, IL 61422

A POPULAR 22
 Many people say that one of the most 
popular rifles in the 22-caliber line is a semi-
auto Ruger 10/22.  Because of this Shoot ‘N’ 
Plink™ decided to acquire one for testing.  
The question was, which one since there 
are around seven models.
 With my passion for fiber optic sights, 
and short rifles I found what would be the 
perfect selection called a Compact.  This 
has a wooden stock, with a ten round rotary 
magazine that loads in the bottom.  The ten 
round magazine will insert all the way flush 
with the bottom of the rifle, but there are 
larger ones of 25 rounds and up.  I opted to 
purchase more 10 round magazines and use 
a product called a Tri-Mag that fastens three 
magazines together.  With this setup as one 
is emptied it can be popped out, and replaced 
quickly with another 10 rounds.
 Loading the magazine with ammo can 
be a little frustrating at times.  As stated 
before, it is a rotary style in a little box, and 
not the straight type that has a follower to 
slide down like those in my Browning 1911-
22 or ATI GSG Firefly.  So, you have to push 
them in, and by the time the last 3 to 5 are 
being loaded it gets tougher.
 On the subject of removing the 
magazine, it can sometimes be a bit stubborn.  
I’ve pushed the release lever with an empty 
magazine and nothing happens, so have to 
try again, and maybe even 3 or 4 times.  It 
tends to release quicker when loaded, or 
with the three magazines fastened together, 
thus having more weight in both situations.
 The barrel length is 16.12” with an 
overall length of 34.5”.   It weighs in at 4.8 
pounds, but with the rail attached, a fully 
loaded 10-round magazine, and OTW Red 
Dot sight it weighs 5 pounds, 5 ounces.
 It comes with a scope rail adapter 
that works for either Weaver or 22 tip-off 
mounts.  I’ve mounted a regular scope and 
the aforementioned Red Dot, which has 
been perfect for fast target acquisition and 
pinpoint shots.
 There have been a couple of problems.  

First there was a bad spot on the stock near 
the ejection port.  It was rough and jagged; as 
if in the manufacturing a person had to use a 
knife to notch it out to allow the bolt to work 
properly.  I removed the stock and had Dave 
Gould, master woodworker, do some of his 
magic to make it turn out perfect and smooth.  
I then rubbed it down completely with several 
layers of linseed oil, which made the whole 
stock look great and match up the area with 
where Dave smoothed it out.
 The next problem was the trigger 
housing was loose and wobbling around.  
When taken apart I discovered a pin, that 
after doing some research discovered that 
it had to fit in a hole tighter, and the sides 
needed a slight shimming up.  While a kit 
is available, I did the job with a few pieces 
of electrical tape.  I placed the tape over the 
pinholes and pushed the pin through.  Then I 
made sure that the tape was on both sides, 
which was enough for shimming.  After 
reinstalling the trigger house it worked great.
 Next it was time to actually fire the 

A Ruger 10/22 with fiber optic sights.

kiesewetter online auctions

Kiesewetter Auction Services Cell: 309-699-3800
for more detailed information see www.kiesewetterauction.com

NOTE: View www.kiesewetterauction.com 
for additional information and online bidding start and end dates.

ONLINE BIDDING REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS:
*4.65 Ac. Horse Mini Ranch, at 512 W. Bittersweet, Washington, IL

*House at 136 Apple Court, Creve Coeur, IL
* Office Building at 115 Arnold Rd., E.Peoria, IL 

*House at 332 Carola, Creve Coeur, Il. 
*3.82 Ac. on  North Stewart, Creve Coeur, IL

*6 Ac. Mobile Home Park at 119 Hiatt, E. Peoria, Il.
*3 Bdrm. House at 1419 North 5th, Pekin, IL

*5.5 Ac. at 108 Fairview, East Peoria, IL
*15.6 Ac. & Fab. Shop at 17383 E. State Rte., Fairview, IL

*Office Building at 2627 N. Sheridan, Peoria, IL
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rifle.  I used several types of CCI, Federal, 
Browning, Aguila, Eley and Remington 22 LR 
ammunition, with velocities that varied from 
1060 to 1260.  All did well.  I was impressed 
that the lower velocity did as well as it did, 
but I would suggest staying in the 1200 and 
above range for best results.
 For sighting I used the fiber optic open 
sights, Tasco and Barska reticule scopes, and 
OTW Red Dot scope.  All worked well, but as 
said before, the Red Dot is the quickest for 
shooting, with the fiber optic second.
 It is extremely fast in firing.  As fast as 
the trigger can be pulled it will fire.
 There is kind of an odd noise that comes 
from the bolt area, but nothing to be worried 
about.  It is just the way the gun is made.
 Something about this gun reminds me of 
an old M1 carbine.  Maybe that is why I like it 
so much.
 Everyone always wants a rating, which 
I normally say you can take or leave ratings 
until you actually use a product, but I’ll give 
one anyway.  While I like it better than 
any Ruger product I’ve used, except for an 
LCR22, I’ll have to give it 4 out of 5 stars.  
The reason I gave it only 4 is because of the 
trigger assembly.  One, it should be all metal, 
and two; I’ve found out that a lot of people 
have had the looseness, so this was not an 
isolated case.  From what I could find out 
the banged up stock was kind of an unusual 
happening where a factory worker must 
have done something to make the assembly 
fit better.  At least it was easily repaired, 
and Ruger would have sent a replacement 
stock if I hadn’t repaired it.
 So, if you are looking for a good semi-
automatic 22 rifle, that works well with a 
variety of ammo, magazine options and about 
any sighting device because of the add-on rail, 
the Ruger 10/22 would be a very good selection.

A great combination for the 10/22 when shooting 25 yards 
and further, is a Barska Black Hawk 3-9x40 reticule scope, 

and for extra ammo a Tri-Mag adapter to combine three 
10-round magazines.

Using a OTW Red Dot scope on the 10/22 worked great 
while shooting a Do-All Outdoors self-healing 

Stop sign target at 25 yards.

 ISRA DAY AT 
THE RANGE 
SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 6

MIDWAY DUCK INN
RESTAURANT & BAR

Midway between Spring Bay & Lacon
2112 STATE RT. 26 • LOW POINT, IL

309.246.8441 • WWW.MIDWAYDUCKINN.COM
FAMOUS FOR THEIR PAN FRIED CHICKEN!

DELICIOUS CORN FRITTERS & HALF POUND BURGERS!
AFTERNOON DELIGHT 3-5PM 1/4 CHICKEN FOR $4.90 WITH CORN FRITTER!

KITCHEN OPEN:
M-W-Th 3pm - 8pm

Fri 3pm - 9pm
Sat Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-8pm

See Hunting, Seasonal & 
Gaming Hours on Website!

See FULL Menu & Daily Specials online at www.midwayduckinn.com



A 5’6” rod can be an excellent 
choice for short/accurate casts, and 

for use in a smaller boat.THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT
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 In the old days there wasn’t much of a 
selection on rods.  The majority of people 
used something like a long bamboo rod, but 
as time went along several models started 
cropping up in different sizes and materials.
 There are uses for all rods, and while 
some think that anglers have to have only 
rods in the 7-feet or longer range, this is 
incorrect.  That goes for about any fishing, 
but especially for bass.  Many species, 
such as panfish/crappie, lean towards 
the longer specialized rods to reach 
into brush, while fish like steelhead are 
definite long rod candidates.  Of course 
for ice fishing everything is short, with the 

longest being in the 54-inch range for a 
Frabill Jiggler used for hole-hopping.  So, 
for this article we will target the majority 
of information towards ol’ Mr. Bass.
 Everyone has their preference on 
lengths of rods and materials.  I’m going 
to relate what I do, and from there you 
can build your own selection.
 My selection of rods range from 5’6” 
graphite with pistol grip casting to 8’6” 
composite Steelhead trigger sticks; and 
6’ to 7’ spinning in ultra light to medium 
actions.  As stated before, each has its 
purpose.  The following is a breakdown of 
my usage of each.

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff

217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

Colchester Township
McDonough County, IL

Deer and Turkey hunting
Timber and tillable acres

Bath/Lynchburg Township
Mason County, IL

37+ acres timber on 
Sangamon River with cabin

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

5’6” Casting with Pistol Grip
 Primarily I use these in medium 
action for spinnerbaits and swimming jigs, 
especially in areas where I’m making short 
casts, and casts under overhanging trees.  
These will provide quicker response and 
better hook sets.  They are also excellent 
for transporting in a vehicle, and a good 
choice when fishing out of smaller two-
man boats, especially when having a 
partner onboard.  I prefer a model with a 
fast tip to make for quick casts, and easier 
roll casting.

6’ Casting with Straight Handle
 This is my “coverall” rod.  I use it in 

An 8’6” Steelhead rod can do a 
great job for long casts, such as here 

with a NFB Jerk Shad where the 
author is fishing weed areas several 

feet from shore.

medium action, for just about everything 
from soft plastics to Rat-L-Traps.  Mainly, 
it is used for spinnerbaits, especially 
the smaller finesse styles like a Stanley 
Baby Wedge.  I also like it for casting jig 



October 2018 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 113

combinations, and Texas rigged tubes.  
It has the same sort of hook setting 
quickness and power as the 5’6” models.  
I also like using this rod in the smaller 
two-man boats.

6’6” Casting with Trigger Handle
 It may seem strange, but this is my 
favorite for flipping/pitching – especially 
pitching.  Again, it is in the medium action, 
but I will sometimes go with a medium/
heavy.  The rod performs extremely well 
for the above-mentioned techniques, 
although will not allow for the longer 
reach on flipping.
 Hook setting abilities are good, and 
that is a big part of “short distance” type 
fishing.  In the same line of thought an 
angler can often be able to set the hook 
easier in close quarters than with a rod 6” 
or more longer.
 Along with fishing jigs and soft 
plastics for the flipping/pitching 
technique, it is good for using for some 
shallower running and lipless crankbaits, 
similar to the Rat-L-Trap, as well as the 
Blitz Blade where very long casting 
distances are not needed.
 Another lure that I like to use with 
this size rod is a soft plastic jerk worm, 

like the Natural Forage Baits Jerk 
Shad, rigged on a Daiichi Bleeding Bait 
Copperhead or Butt Dragger hook.

7’ Ultra Light Casting with Trigger 
Handle
 Not much is used with the ultra light 
casting other than smaller lures, such as the 
Blitz Finesse Spyder Jig, Rat-L-Trap’s Mini 
Trap, Road Runner (very good for Casey’s 
Runner), and lighter weight rigged soft 
plastics.  It makes a great rod for this purpose 
if rigged with the right reel and line (Revo S 
with 10 or 12-pound test Trilene Armor) to 
make for long casts, and positive hook sets.

7’ Medium Action Composite Casting 
with Trigger Handle
 This is a definite top choice for 
crankbaits and blades when wanting long 
casts and good fish fighting abilities.  The 
composite material provides more give, 
which is a must when fighting fish at 
the end of a long cast with these types 
of lures that are noted for being thrown 
easily.  While it may seem strange to 
many who want the higher price range 
of rod, I use a Berkley Cherry Wood.  It 
has proven itself more than once when 
tagging a fish with a Rat-L-Trap on long 

See our website 
for all the details 

to all of our 
upcoming auctions

www.schmidgallauctions.com

SATURDAY OCTOBER 6TH AT 9:30 AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES , AND TOOLS AUCTION

HELD AT THE AUCTION BARN

SATURDAY OCTOBER 13TH AT 9:30 AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES , AND TOOLS AUCTION

HELD AT THE AUCTION BARN

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20TH AT 9:30 AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES , AND TOOLS AUCTION

HELD AT THE AUCTION BARN

SATURDAY OCTOBER 27TH AT 9:30 AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES , CONTRACTOR TOOLS, 

TRACTORS, ANTIQUE FARM TOYS AND TOOLS AUCTION
HELD AT THE AUCTION BARN

October 12, 13 & 14, 2018STARTS AT 5PM ON
THURSDAY,

OCTOBER 11TH!

Friday, October 12th Saturday, Ocrober 13th Sunday, Ocrober 14th

FREE 

ADMISSION!

casting distances over schooling fish.

8’6” Buzz Ramsey Air Rod
 I’m sure many of you are wondering 
why this Steelhead rod would be 
mentioned in line with bass.  It works for 
numerous species of fish where extremely 
long casts are needed.  I’ve used several 

types of lures, of a ¼-ounce or larger, with 
great success.  I call it my Blitz Blade rod 
since that is what I’ve used a lot, but in 
truth it has worked for the Casey’s Runner, 
Rat-L-Trap, NFB Jerk Shad and Swim 
Bait/B-Fish-N H20 Precision Jig Combo, 
Blitz Spyder Jig/NFB Mad Craw combo, 

Swimming a Blitz Spyder Finesse jig/
Auger Frog combination works great 
when using an Agility 7’ ultra light 
casting rod, teamed with a Revo S 

reel and 12-pound Trilene line.

This bass was caught on a Texas 
rigged 4-inch, B-Fish-N Ringworm, 
rigged on a 1/0 Xgap Xpoint hook 
and 1/8-ounce bullet weight, while 

using a 7’ ultra light Agility spinning 
rod with 8-pound test Nanofil line.
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Specializing in Rural Properties
with over 40 years of experience!

Call Me for All of Your Real Estate Needs

JOHN GINDER
3622 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61603

Cell 309-696-7270
Office 309-687-4802

Each office independently owned and operated

Mike O’Bryan
(309) 635-8901

Property Available
New! 1745 IL Rte 180, Williamsfield, IL.  
Unique 3BR/2.5BA steel building home on

amazing 40 acres with outbuildings.
40 Acre Recreational Property

2,590 sq. ft. metal building with living area. 
Ideal for deer and turkey hunting.
Knox Road 1400E, Maquon, IL

235 acre farm with 160 acres tillable 
and 2 miles of Spoon River frontage.

Excellent deer & turkey hunting
11344 N. First Street, Chillicothe, IL

Nearly 6 acres waterfront property 
just off the Illinois River.

South of Trivoli (Peoria County), IL
Hard to find 19 acres near Trivoli. 

Ideal remote home site or affordable 
tract of hunting ground.(309) 687-5069

3622 N. Knoxville
Peoria, IL 61603 The Most Marketing for Your Property!

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

O-Bryan_September 18_ASO.qxp_Layout 1  8/15/18  10:48 AM  Page 1

and Texas rigged soft plastics.
 In a boat I would use it for larger 
bodies of water, but my primary use is 
for fishing areas from shore.  Such as 
reaching weed areas, or other structures 
that is a distance from shore.

6’6” and 7’ Spinning
 I used to use shorter spinning rods, 
and still do for trout, but these days I’ve 
found these two sizes to work best for 
bass and panfish/crappie.  The 6’6” size 
is used in medium and ultra light, with 
the medium used for lures needing more 
hook setting power.  The 7’ size is used 
in the ultra light action primarily for one 
technique – Finger Jigging, with the main 
lure being a 2” Power Minnow rigged on a 
1/16 to 1/8-ounce B-Fish-N H20 Precision 
jig head.
 Other lures used for both lengths 
are Rat-L-Trap’s Tiny Trap; finesse worms 
rigged Texas or on a jig head; Road 
Runners of all sizes, with the larger used 
on the medium action; Blitz Finesse Jigs, 
especially for swimming with a steady 
retrieve or “finger jigging” a white one 

with a NFB 4” Lil Killer trailer; and small 
spinners like the old Beetle Spin.
 Another rod that I use primarily for 
panfish/crappie, but have caught bass, is 
a 10’ Berkley C-Series spinning rod.  This 
is used for very long casts, or reaching 
into brush areas.  I like drifting jigs under 
a Mr. Crappie weighted float, using the 
wind/wave action for jigging, especially 
with a Slab Daddy tipped with a Crappie 
Nibble.  With the casting distance that 
can be achieved this makes it excellent 
for fishing from shore.
 As you can see there just isn’t one 
set of rods for successful fishing.  You 
have to get in touch with the long and 
short of it and find the best system that 
will work.  However, budgets don’t allow 
for everyone to have a huge selection of 
rods.  If I were limited to four it would be 
medium action 6’ and 6’6” for casting, and 
6’6” medium and 7’ ultra light in spinning.
 I can remember when filming an 
episode of Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® on 
the Hennepin Canal, and my cameraman, 
Brad Mosier, showed up later than 
planned.  We didn’t have a lot of time to 
shoot.  I had 12 rod/reel combos on the 
deck.  I thought about how the cluttered 

Louisiana, MO  |  
#02092  |  $655,875

•	 265±	Acres	
•	 Mostly	Wooded	Acreage
•	 Open	Acres	for	Food	Plots
•	 Great	Road	&	Trail	System

DEER & TURKEY

800.999.1020
UCRecreational.com

HUNTING FARM

The Long and Short of It . . . continued mess must look to the viewers, so asked 
Brad if he wanted me to explain why I 
had so may outfits out.  He figured I was 
going to have some sort of smart remark, 
so asked, “What are you planning on 
saying?”  It was simple, fishing is like 
anything else, and it takes a set of correct 
tools to be successful – each rod/reel 
combo is a different tool to be used for 
a different sort of lure or technique.  Of 
course people didn’t know that I had to 
pull out all stops to catch enough fish 
for a show in two hours.  Anyway, it 
was successful, and the show ended up 
winning an AGLOW Award, which is icing 
on the cake.  This show is available on the 
Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® You Tube channel 
at www.youtube.com/dansfishntales, or 
by going to the Fish ‘N’ Tales® website at 
www.dansfishntales.com.
 I hope this has helped in some way 
to shed some light on how a variety in 
rod lengths can make a difference, and 
provide a starting point on which an 
angler can build their own selection.
 Until next time, get out on the water, 
and enjoy a great day of fishing. Tom Sellberg with a nice 

25” Striper caught from 
Lake Bloomington on Sept. 9th.
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LARGE FIREARMS AUCTION
SATURDAY OCTOBER 13TH AT 10:00AM

LOCATION: HINTZE SALE BARN, 503 GRUNDY ST., MAZON, IL

HINTZE AUCTION SERVICE INC, MAZON, IL.
ROBERT HINTZE LIC #440000682

815-228-7634 • 815-252-1911

CHECK LISTING & PHOTOS ON AUCTIONZIP.COM  I.D. #9525 PERIODICALLY,
NEW CONSIGNMENTS COMING IN DAILY

AUCTIONEER NOTE: MUST HAVE PROPER I.D. AND FOID CARD TO PURCHASE A FIREARM.  PAYMENT CASH, CHECK OR (CREDIT CARD W/3% 
CHARGE) DAY OF SALE.  A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER WILL BE AVAILABLE DAY OF SALE. TWENTY DOLLAR TRANSFER FEE PER 4473 FORM.  

FIREARMS CAN BE VIEWED FRIDAY OCT. 12, AFTER 3:00 PM.  GUN BUYERS CAN PICKUP THERE GUNS ON WED OCT 17 AFTER 10:00 A.M. 

PARTIAL LISTING
REMINGTON 11 US MILITARY FINISH SEMI AUTO 12 GA SHOT GUN - BERETTA 92 FS SEMI AUTO STAINLESS 9MM PISTOL W/HOLSTERS - WIN (PRE 64) 94 

LEVER ACTION RIFLE, 32 W.S.- COLT SINGLE ACTION ARMY 44 SPL. REVOLVER - BROWNING BELGIUM 30/06 BOLT ACTION RIFLE W/REDFIELD SCOPE - COLT 
POLICE POSITIVE 32 CAL REVOLVER - WEATHERBY 300 MAG BOLT ACTION RIFLE w/WEATHERBY 4 x 81 SCOPE - BERRETTA 950BS  25CAL SINGLE SHOT 

PISTOL w/2 MAG’S & HOLSTER - TAURUS 605 STAINLESS .357 2” REVOLVER - RUGER SR1911 STAINLESS .45 AUTO PISTOL CUSTOM  & ORG. GRIPS I.B. - AMT 
GOVERNMENT .45 SEMI AUTO STAINLESS PISTOL w/10 REG & 1 HIGH CAPACITY MAG’S - MOSSBERG 500E .410 PUMP SHOTGUN V.R., L.N. - WALTER PPK/S 

SEMI AUTO .22 CAL w/2 MAG’S, NIB - GLOCK 34 GEN 4 SEMI AUTO 9MM PISTOL w/3 MAG’S - S&W 4506-1 STAINLESS SEMI AUTO .45 PISTOL - TAURUS 
PT111G2 SEMI AUTO 9MM PISTOL w/2 MAG’S - CLOCK 17 GEN 4 SEMI AUTO 9MM PISTOL w/5 MAGS, ONE 32 RD MAG & HOLSTER - BERRETTA 92 FS 9MM 

SEMI AUTO PISTOL w/HOLSTER & 5 MAG’S - BERETTA TOMCAT 32  SEMI AUTO PISTOL w/2 MAG’S - GLOCK 26 GEN4 SEMI AUTO 9MM PISTOL w/2 HOLSTERS, 
6 MAGS & ONE MAG HOLDER - S&W 659 SEMI AUTO 9MM STAINLESS PISTOL w/5 MAG’S - HENRY GOLDEN BOY 22 L.R. LEVER ACTION RIFLE, NEW - RUGER 
SR 1911 STAINLESS 45 SEMI AUTO PISTOL, w/2 MAGS & HOLSTER - GLOCK 17 SEMI AUTO 9MM PISTOL w/5 REG MAG’S & ONE 30 RD. MAG - TAURUS PT92 

AFS  GOLD PLATED 9MM SEMI AUTO PISTOL (NEW) w/MOTHER OF PEARL GRIPS & 5 MAG’S - SPRINGFIELD XD 45/4.0 SEMI AUTO 45 CAL PISTOL w/3 MAG’S, 
NIB - TAURUS PT738 SEMI AUTO 380ACP PISTOL, NIB - REM NYLON 66 SEMI AUTO 22 RIFLE - REM 870 WINGMASTER 12 GA PUMP SHOTGUN - MARLIN 60 
SEMI AUTO 22 RIFLE W/SIMMONS SCOPE - WIN 1890 PUMP 22 RIFLE, SHORTS ONLY, w/OCTAGON BARREL - MOSSBERG BROWNIE 4 SHOT 22 DERRINGER, 
UNUSUAL - BEIJING CHINA AKS 762 SEMI AUTO 7.62 x 39 MM RIFLE w/3 MAG’S & FOLDING STOCK - REM 514 SINGLE SHOT 22 RIFLE - PLUM CRAZY GEN II 
MULTI CAL SEMI AUTO AR-15 RIFLE - REM 1100 SEMI AUTO 12GA SHOTGUN - WIN 12 PUMP 12GA SHOTGUN TRAP GRADE, WOOD - BERETTA SILVER SNIPE 

O/U 20GA SHOTGUN - BROWNING MOD 12, 20GA PUMP SHOTGUN w/VR, L.N. - MOSSBERG 825 PUMP, 3 ½” MAG, 12GA CAMO SHOTGUN WIN 9422 LEVER 
ACTION 22 RIFLE,  SHOOTS S, L  & LR - YUGO 39/66 MILITARY SEMI AUTO 7.62 x 39 RIFLE w/BAYONET - DAN WESSON 7445 SUPER MAG 445 REVOLVER w/6 

& 10” HEAVY BARREL’S, V.R. & WOOD GRIPS I.B. - S&W 28-2 REVOLVER, 357 HIGHWAY PATROLMAN W/6” BARREL, I.B. - SIG P210 SEMI AUTO 9MM PISTOL W/
CASE & 5 MAG’S - HIGH STANDARD SUPERMATIC TROPHY 22 SEMI AUTO PISTOL W/GOLD TRIGGER,  GOLD SAFETY & 5 ½” BULL BARREL - S&W 41 SEMI AUTO 

22 PISTOL W/3 BARRELS,  (5 ½” AND TWO 7” ), w/LEUPOLD SCOPE  & 4 MAG’S - WIN 52 BULL BARREL 22 TARGET RIFLE w/MARBLE PEEPS SIGHTS & 4 MAG’S - 
MOSSBERG 9200 COMBO 12 GA SEMI AUTO w/SLUG BARREL SHOTGUN, CHOKE TUBES I.B.-  PLUS NUMEROUS AMMO AND FIREARMS RELATED MATERIALS.
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32059 N. ILLINOIS 97 HWY, FAIRVIEW, IL 61432
$395,500

8.968 ACRES ALONG WITH ACCESS TO LARGE LAKE. FISH HOUSE AND 
BARN WITH A 3 BEDROOM UPDATED HOME. KITCHEN WITH LOTS OF 
CABINETS & BUTLER’S PANTRY. WASHER & DRYER & 1/2 BATH. ALL 

APPLIANCES STAY. WOOD FLOORS IN FORMAL DINING/DEN AND LIVING 
ROOM WITH FIREPLACE AND BUILT-IN BAR, WALK INTO A 4- SEASON SUN 
PORCH. OPEN STAIRCASE TO MASTER SUITE AND WALK-IN CLOSET & FULL 

BATH. CAT-WALK TO FAMILY ROOM WITH FULL COVERED DECK 
THAT OVERLOOKS LAKE AND PROPERTY. SMALL KITCHENETTE, & 

FIREPLACE. BEDROOM & FULL BATH. THIS AREA ALSO HAS A SAUNA. 
5 CAR GARAGE & EXERCISE ROOM. STAIRCASE TO FAMILY ROOM.

Michaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

MILE LOAD ROAD, 
LEWISTOWN, IL 61542

$173,000
43.27 ACRES DEER HUNTING & FISHING 
ALONG THE SPOON RIVER. CAMPING. 
17 ACRES TILLABLE, NONE FLOODING. 

CRP PROGRAM PAYMENT OF $2,288 
A YEAR TILL 2022. 

A PERMANENT EASEMENT ON 
ACREAGE ON THE RIVER BOTTOM. 

CASH RENT INCOME $1,700.
OWNER WILL CASH RENT. 

A ROAD EASEMENT TO THE PROPERTY
THE TILLABLE ACREAGE & BOTTOM 

BLUFF DO NOT FLOOD

 Brucellosis is a bacterial disease endemic 
in elk and bison throughout the Wyoming 
area of Yellowstone, Idaho and Montana. A 
state/federal eradication program has almost 
eliminated the disease in cattle, but infected 
elk and bison pose a continuing threat. 
 Wyoming Game and Fish has put 
together a raffle to win high quality prizes 
for hunters who submit blood samples and 
other information about elk they harvest this 
season. The Brucellosis raffle is a thank you 
for participating in this important program. 
 Leading outdoor manufacturers 
and conservation organizations have 
donated equipment to the raffle to support 
brucellosis monitoring. Raffle prizes include 
a 6.5 Creedmoor Mossberg Patriot bolt-
action rifle donated by the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation Wyoming chapter; a rifle 
and spotting scope donated by Vortex 
Optics; a Maven C1 pair of binoculars (8x42 

or 10x42) and a Game and Fish sweatshirt 
and hat combo.
 Voluntary hunter participation is 
fundamental for the program’s success and 
Game and Fish appreciates hunter efforts to 
submit samples. Those who draw multiple 
elk licenses and receive multiple kits will be 
entered into the raffle for each kit returned. 
Not all hunters with a license in those areas 
will receive a testing kit via mail, but are 

HUNTING FOR 
CONSERVATION

PinkOutdoors.comPinkOutdoors.com

by Keli Van Cleave

encouraged to contact Game and Fish to 
obtain a kit and participate in the program 
and raffle. The raffle drawing will be held in 
March 2019.
 The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department manages and conserves 
more than 800 species of fish and wildlife 
across Wyoming. Due to conservation 

Pink Still DeadlyElk Rage

Finding your bull

efforts, the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department ensures the public continues 
to enjoy Wyoming’s vast fish and wildlife 
resource through hunting, fishing, trapping, 
wildlife watching and other forms of outdoor 
recreation. Hunters, anglers and wildlife 
watchers contribute over a billion dollars to 
Wyoming’s economy each year.”



WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS 
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .

Do you own timber around 
  creeks and/or rivers?
    If you do, then you most likely     
         have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:
•  Buyers of standing 

timber & cut logs.
•  Specializing in walnut 

& white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.

SERVING ALL OF ILLINOIS
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH 
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

Kenin Edwards
309-360-6989

WalnutTimberBuyer.com
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & 
Custom Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
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The new Storm Cat is the big water boat everyone is talking about. The deep v pad hull runs smooth and fast, the spacious 23’ 
long by 102” beam and deep 28” sides, allow you to fish bigger, rougher water from this wide and stable platform. 

The .150 gauge aluminum construction means the Storm Cat can take the pounding of 
waves and heavy barge traffic.  

The big water boat everyone is talking about.

STORM CAT  230TM

THE BOAT TO OWN

www.excel-marine.com/stormcat | 801-352-8011

Wide, deep, tough and fast!

Available with a full height top and side/back enclosure.

Suzuki's powerful, quiet and fuel efficient 4-strokes 
give boaters the performance and reliability they 
demand.
www.suzukimarine.com
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