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3 Years Limited Warranty + 3 Years Extended Protection

INSTANT SAVINGS ON 
SELECT SUZUKI OUTBOARDS

SUMMER SAVINGS

Six Years of Protection   
at no extra charge on all new  

outboards 25 to 350 HP.

SIX YEARS OF PROTECTION 

Instant Savings on select models when 
you buy a new Suzuki Outboard.  

See your dealer for details.

INSTANT SAVINGS

Rates as low as 5.99%  
on new Suzuki outboards on 
approved credit.* [60 Months]

REPOWER FINANCE

Gimme Six Extended Protection promo is applicable to new Suzuki Outboard Motors from 25 to 350 HP in inventory which are sold and 
delivered to buyer between 07/01/19 and 09/30/19 in accordance with the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in 
the continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. Customer should expect to receive an 
acknowledgement letter and full copy of contract including terms, conditions and wallet card from Suzuki Extended Protection within 90 days 
of purchase. If an acknowledgement letter is not received in time period stated, contact Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. – Marine Marketing via 
email: marinepromo@suz.com. The Gimme Six Promotion is available for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. Instant Savings 
apply to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki Outboard Motors made between 07/01/19 and 09/30/19. For list of designated models, see 
participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. Instant Savings must be applied against the agreed-upon selling price of the outboard 
motor and reflected in the bill of sale. (Suzuki will, in turn, credit Dealer’s parts account.) There are no model substitutions, benefit substitu-
tions, rain checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * 
Financing offers available through Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki 
Outboard Motors. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit 
worthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual 
monthly payment may differ based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and fees. 
Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors purchased from a participating authorized Suzuki dealer between 07/01/19 and 
09/30/19. “Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved 
life jacket and read your owner’s manual. © 2019 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

COOL DEALS

SUZUKI 
HOT SUMMER
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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Mon - Sat

www.HarrisonsSportShop.com

112 East High Street • Hennepin, IL 61327

815.925.7216
www.hennepinmarine.com

Sizzling Summer 
Sale on all 

new and used 
boats in stock!

 LUND, EXCEL, BENNINGTON, 
APEX, AND MERCURY
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IT’S ALL ABOUT THE FRESHEST SEEDS!
Horny Buck Seed Co. uses specially selected seed to aid in the following:

Antler Growth • Good Source of Nutrition and Protein for bucks, does and fawns
Gives a good food source and shelter for all birds • Aids in patterning all wildlife

(920) 539-1259 • www.HornyBuckSeed.com

CALL DOUG FOR ALL OF YOUR FOOD PLOT NEEDS!



4 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” July 2019

PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ starting at $4,599 for complete package
20’ x 40’ starting at $5,199 for complete package
18’x 36’ starting at $4,899 for complete package

24’ starting at $3,595 for complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBIT
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Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 
Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 

for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 
Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994

ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
WASHINGTON

OFFICE & SALES 
201 Gloria Parkway

Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: 
(877) 778-HUNT(4868)

SALES ASSOCIATE: 
Harry Canterbury

309-360-0487 • asoharry@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com
AD CREATION & LAYOUT:

Production Manager 
Missy Walker

missywalker1974@gmail.com
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com
Gebby’s

Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Protect Your Home
Away From Home

Taking the comforts of home with
you on the road is great. Make sure
you’re covered for the unexpected,

before you leave the driveway.

3510 West Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria
309-682-2400

82 East Fort Street, Farmington
309-245-2800

www.dempsterinsurance.com

SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    

READ ASO ONLINE!
ASOMagazine.com 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

ON THE COVER:
B‘n’M Poles Pro 
Staff Member

 Jason Westerberg 
with a couple of 

nice crappie.
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9 Grandma’s Recipes  
10 Canterbury Tales 
12  Richard Pearson ISRA, Executive 
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Month for Striper Fishing
96  Lawdog and Shortcake, Both 

Barrels- Iowa State Cowboy Match
98  Useful Information form your 

Real Estate Professionals
100  Jason Houser, Hunting the Poor 
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114  Napier Outdoors, BackRoadz 
Truck Tent and SUV Tent
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

WATCH ASO TV • Sat., July 27 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazine

ANDY’S CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

 Wow it has been an amazing 
month! First one of my favorite 
weekends of the year is Memorial Day 
Weekend. For the last 10 years or so we 
have spent our Memorial Day weekend 
with family and friends camping and 
fishing in Farmington, IL. We are 
lucky enough to have the opportunity 
to camp out on a private strip pit 
and enjoy all of God’s creations. 
Unfortunately, this weekend doesn’t 
come with our surprises. In 2018 it was 
over 90 degrees and you couldn’t even 
sit in your boat past 9:00am with out 
burning yourself. A few years back it 
rained the entire weekend. What would 
the weather bring this year? Well it 
decided to throw a few thunderstorms 
our way but luckily the heaviest rains 
missed us the first night. We knew with 

the forecast we may not be so lucky the 
next night and to my agony I was right. 
 The rain started in the evening of 
our second night and it was impossible 
to sleep. Probably because I had my 
hand and foot out pushing against 
the tent as I realized my tent was not 
waterproof anymore. All I could think 

about is camping at over 40 years of 
age isn’t like it was in your 20’s. At 
forty-ish you need sleep. Just as I was 
snoring away I hear “meet me under 
the white tent.” In a daze I get to the 
side of my cot and asked Leah, “Did 
someone just tell me to meet them 
under the tent?” “Yes, Al wants you.” 

Tyler Friedmann, Alexis Wertz, Andy, Leah and Al 
with their first day catch on Memorial Day Weekend.

The author with a decent 
bluegill for the basket
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 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”
TREMONT SHELL

Best Prices on Gas • Convenience Store
Pizza & Sandwich Shop

COLDEST BEER AROUND
Gas Pumps Open 24/7!

(with credit/debit purchase)

Get ‘ya some Agatucci’s Pizza Tonight!
Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  

309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANY

309-925-4217

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

TREMONT OIL FEATURES:
PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 

FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 
VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

 What the heck does he want me 
for its 1:30 in the morning as I finally 
got to sleep? I was like a toddler trying 
to wake up and walk at the same 
time. My body was telling me “Hey 
dummy! Go back to bed. You didn’t 
sleep last night now you’re trying to 
go for two in a row.” Not happening. 
 Anyway, I stumbled my way out 
of the tent into the rain and back under 
our big tent. Al was waiting there 
saying “Hey man, I can’t sleep all I 
can think about is your boat in North 
Dakota.” Well to give you an idea, in 
North Dakota while duck hunting, we 
put my 16’ Triton in the water to hunt 
the next morning. It had rained a little 
where we were but nothing too major. 

When we showed up the next morning, 
my boat was completely full of water. 
To this day I have no idea how it 
rained that much but it took us a few 
hours to bail the water out. Of course, 
everything I left in the boat was under 
water. My trolling motor and many 
other items that shouldn’t have been 
allowed to get wet. Anyway, I said to 
Al “You planning on pulling out the 
boats at 1:30 in the morning in the darn 
rain?” “Yea” he said “I can’t sleep if I 
think my boat will be at the bottom of 
the lake by morning”. We started the 
trucks and backed in the trailers and 
loaded both his boat and my boat out 
of the water for the night. Definitely an 
experience I could do without. 

 After the rains subsided and I got a 
little beauty sleep we loaded the boats 
back in and started fishing. We had a 
great day on the water. Everyone was 
catching some nice bluegill with a bass 
every now and then. This trip is our 
bluegill trip for the year. We get plenty 
of bluegill so we can have it a few times 
throughout the year. I can say I am not a 
big fan of cleaning a couple 100 bluegill 
over the weekend but boy… when they 
go into the fryer and those chips come 
out it is oh so worth it. 
 After catching plenty of bluegill I 

was ready for a change. Tim Conover 
joined us on Sunday to do a little bass 
fishing. We caught a few small ones 
but nothing major until I hear Tim 
scream, “This is a giant!” I look over 
and out of the water jumped a huge 
bass. Leah grabbed her phone and 
started recording. She clicked some 
great shots of Tim fighting the fish and 
Al about screwing up the netting job. 
I was yelling at Al to get the net out 
of the water as he was stabbing it like 
he would a voo doo doll. He is yelling 
back at me to shut up and I am yelling 

Tim fighting his big bass while Al already has the net going in the water. Tim with his 5lb 5oz bass. 
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926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Rocket Tire has been giving customers the highest 
standards in sales & quality service for over 50 years.

300 Edmund St. Peoria, IL
(309) 676-0124 • RocketTire.com

Open: M-F 7:30am - 4:30pm • Sat. 7:30 - 11:30am

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611

YOUTH SHOOTING - TUESDAYS

SUMMER TRAP LEAGUE - THURSDAYS

JULY 21 - REGISTERED TRAP SHOOT 

(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

Chronicles . . . continued
try not to screw this up. 
 Where did you learn to net a fish? 
It was ugly but somehow, they got the 
bass in the boat and it weighed 5lbs 
5ozs. It made Tim’s day and made me 
jealous. It was a great weekend with 
great friends as always. I always look 
forward to our many adventures.
 As June arrives, we start thinking 
about Catfishing and Lake Michigan. 
My wife and I love to go out on a 
Saturday morning to the Illinois 
River and catch some catfish. It’s 
always a nice relaxing fishing trip. 
Unfortunately, the river will not go 
down. As I am writing this the river 
is still at 22’. I believe flood stage is 
16 or 17 feet and this is as low as it 
has been for a month. It is the longest 
flood as far as duration since like 
1927. It is really messing with Leah 
and I’s alone time. Hopefully it will 
soon be down enough to go fishing. 
Fingers crossed.
 Oh, Lake Michigan. The first time 
I was on Lake Michigan was not a 
fun trip. However, I realized I went 
with the wrong guy. Three years ago, 
I called my friend Dale Florek and 
booked a June date on Lake Michigan 
to try my hand at some Coho and 

King Salmon. The first trip I went on 
that wasn’t with Dale we only caught 
three fish. So, I didn’t have high 
expectations for my next trip. Boy 
was I wrong. Noble Charter Service 
is one of the best fishing guides I 
have ever been around. We have been 
going with him for four years and not 
one has disappointed. 
 The first year with Dale we caught 
17 of our 20 limit. The next two years 
we took 6 people and had our limit of 
30. This year with the way the lake was 
up 4-5 feet and the weather has been 
horrible, I thought we might have a 
down year. It was cold and going to 
rain a couple of times throughout the 
morning, but we needed to refresh our 
Salmon supply in our freezer for 2019. 
 Once we got to the fishing 
grounds it only took about 15 minutes 
and we had our first fish. Leah 
caught the first fish then it was Bob 
Schackow’s turn. Of course, the fish 
he gets is a 23lb King Salmon. We 
are off to a great start. For the next 
several hours we caught a fish every 
15 minutes or so. We had several 12lb 
plus King Salmon. Al caught a nice 
Rainbow. I caught a nice Laker and 
before you knew it the morning was 
over. We ended up catching 23 but we 
did miss 7 or 8 bites. I always blame 

any missed bites on Tim Conover. It 
makes me feel warm and fuzzy inside. 
 So, if you want to Salmon you need 
to give Dale Florek a call with Noble 
Charter Service 224-588-7263 you will 

not be disappointed. Oh, and if you need 
a first mate to help on this trip just give 
me a call and I will join you. Lol! 
 Until next month, May your 
sunrises and sunsets be magical!

Bob Schackow with his 23lb King 
Salmon and Tim fighting the next 

fish in the background. 

Tim Conover with a couple of 
Crappie caught on a strip mine in 

Fulton County

Andy, Al, Bob, AJ, Leah and Tim with there haul from Lake Michigan. 
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OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

The Hialeah Club
Goofy Ridge, IL

Video Gaming • Food & Spirits • OPEN EVERYDAY
Breakfast Served 5am-1pm Mon-Sat & Sun til Noon

MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

(309) 535-3442

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’s
RECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

OLD FASHIONED FRIED BLUEGILL

BLUEGILL FRITTERS

BLUEGILL PARMESAN

1 pound whole bluegill heads removed
1 bag of Andy’s Red Fish Batter
3 cups cornmeal
1 teaspoon pepper
Oil for deep frying

1.  Put all together the Andy’s batter, 
cornmeal and pepper. Mix in a bag

2. Preheat oil to 375 degrees
3. Add bluegill to mixture and coat well
4. Fry for approximately 5 minutes 
5. Drain on paper towel and serve.

1 pound bluegill fillets
1 ½ cup flour
1 ½ teaspoon kosher salt
½  teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon paprika
1 teaspoon onion powder
2 teaspoon baking powder
2 egg, separated
1 1/3 cup milk
2 tablespoons butter, melted
Oil for deep frying

1.  PREHEAT oil to 370 to 375 degrees.
2.  Sift together flour, salt, pepper, 

garlic powder, onion powder, 
paprika, and baking powder. Mix 
egg yolk with milk and add to dry 
ingredients; beat well. Add melted 
butter. Fold in stiffly beaten egg 
white and fish flakes.

1-pound bluegill fillets
¼ cup butter, melted
½ cup dry bread crumbs
½ cup grated Parmesan Cheese
½ teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon minced fresh parsley
½ teaspoon pepper
¼ teaspoon dried oregano
½ teaspoon paprika

1.  Place butter in a shallow bowl. In 
another shallow bowl, combine 
the bread crumbs, cheese and 
seasonings. Dip fish in butter, then 
coat with crumb mixture.

3.  Drop by tablespoonfuls into hot 
deep fat and fry until golden 
brown on both sides. Drain on 
paper towels or a brown bag.

4.  Serve with horseradish and 
ketchup, chili sauce or wasabi 
sauce.

2.  Place in a greased 15x10x1-in. 
baking pan. Bake, uncovered, at 
350° for 20 minutes or until fish 
flakes easily with a fork.
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Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph Vandervort, Owner

WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

5AM-12PM

FOR SALE!

 CANTERBURY TALES 

 Concealed carry in Illinois has 
worked well with little or no issues 
from those who pack a gun on our 
streets. Of course nothing is perfect 
but here in the Land of Lincoln we 
have a good record of law abiding 
citizens who carry. There have been a 
few incidents but too few to mention. 
Revocations and unlawful use of a gun 
to people licensed to carry is rare. I 
bet you can’t think of one if so your 
one of few. I have carried for 5 years 
and of course have never ever had an 
incident where I thought I needed to 
use a gun for any reason. Hopefully 
this will continue and I or anyone with 
me especially family will never be put 

in that position. 
I have one big 
complaint with the state 
of Illinois and that is how they 
administer there CC policies. First 
let’s compare Florida’s CC rules and 
Illinois CC rules.  Your initial cost is 
a class which I understand in Illinois 
and Florida. But once you receive your 
license in Florida you are given 7 years 
compared to 5 here. The cost of finger 
printing and licenses is $97 compared 
to $150 plus finger printing costs. 
 In Florida they send you a 
notification and explain when, where 
and how you can renew your licenses. 
With no classes they are happy to 
accommodate you in every way.  
Florida is a big contrast to Illinois 
where they charge too much with a 
shorter period of time and require 
more classes. The fee for renewal is 
$45 for residence and $87 for out of 
state.  They also have a 65 day grace 
period and if you are late they tack 
on a $15 fee. In Illinois I hear they 
send out a notification but I have not 

seen one in E Mail or 
snail mail.  I get the 
distinct feeling that 
the state of Illinois is 
not real happy about 
good citizens carrying 
a gun. I might add 
that in the US more 
criminals have been 
shot by armed citizens 
than police. If you 
have any problems 
with your CC licenses 
call the ISRA at 815-
635-3190. 
 It’s our country’s 
birthday and a time to 
reflect on the sacrifice’s 
so many made during those turbulent 
times so long ago. I take pride every 
year when the 4th of July comes 
around. Not only being a patriot and 
love of this great place we call home 
but I had a number of family members 
who fought in that conflict. My 5th 
Great Grandfather John Canterbury 
fought with The Continental army 
at many a battle and most notably at 
York Town when the surrender took 
place. I have been there and seen 
where this took place and it makes 
you proud that a rag tagged collection 
of volunteers took down the best army 
in the world at that time. 
 It’s a shame that now here 
in 2019 that there are a bunch of 

politicians who think more about 
which bathroom you use than taking 
care of our veterans or for that matter 
spending billions on illegals than our 
own people. We all know what’s going 
on; you can see it every night on TV. 
They want to erase our constitution 
and create a new country and abandon 
why we are Americans. This 4th of 
July reflect on those before us, may 
we be good stewards for now and 
forever to preserve what our ancestors 
did a long time ago to create the best 
place to live on Earth.
 I am looking forward to doing a 
little more fishing this year than I did 
last. It seems I had a lot of things to do 
last year at this time. One place where 

Dave Evans and I at the 
Rednose Gun Club in 2012
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Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!
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I’ll try to get to is Reel Foot Lake, 
Tennessee. This one of the most fish 
producing lakes in the country; known 
for crappies and bluegills the best kept 
secret is channel cat which are many 
and big.   I like my channels around 
2 pounds or smaller especially those 
fiddlers which are the very best to eat. 
 Two years ago Andy and I caught 
right at a hundred catfish. They were 
as good a eating as any I have ever 
had. Bee-Jays stink bait was our bait 
of choice and we knocked them out. 
We also had night crawlers but to not 
much luck. That stink bait is a killer, 
when you go buy a couple of big 
containers of Bee-Jays because it goes 
fast. You’ll average about 25 per day, 
per person more or less depending 
how long you want to fish. There are 
a number of great resorts to stay with 
fabulous prices, Sportsman’s Resort, 
Eagle Nest and Boyettes. Reel Foot 
Lake is one of the best lakes I have 
ever fished in and that is no joke. It is 
about a 6 hour drive from Peoria and 
you won’t be disappointed. 
 The ISRA has learned that the 
Kathleen Willis FOID Card Bill 
(SB1966) is scheduled to be voted on 

in one of the upcoming 
Veto Sessions. The 
first Veto Session is 
scheduled for October 
28, 29, and 30.  The 
second Veto Session 
is scheduled for 
November 12, 13 and 
14.  There is enough 
time before either 
session for things to 
change, but there is very 
little time to get ready 
should the vote come in 
one of these sessions.   I 
encourage all firearm 
owners to attend every 
possible town hall meeting you possibly 
can this summer, fall and winter.  The 
same is true for every gun club meeting, 
gun show and wherever gun owners 
gather.  The fact is the fight is on and the 
antigunners are out for blood. In a Town 
Hall meeting held on Tuesday June 11th 
Senator Julie Morrison (D-Deerfield) 
was even willing to use the word 
“confiscation.”
     Talk about SB1966 everywhere 
you can to everyone you can.  Various 
segments of gun owners used to sit 

back because they didn’t think these 
proposed laws pertained to them.  
Some just thought they would be 
quiet and slip under the radar. I never 
understood how they were going to 
do that but that was their attitude.  
No law-abiding gun owner, of any 
kind, is left out.  Bills like SB1966, 
the Ammo Tax Bill and the Lead Shot 
Ban Resolution should make it clear 
to all that no one is left out.
 The antigun side is well organized 
and financed. Michael Bloomberg and 

others are pouring 100’s of millions of 
dollars into the fight against the 2nd 
Amendment. The only way we’re going 
to win this fight is to stay organized and 
stay together.  There are nearly 2,300,000 
FOID Card holders in Illinois and at last 
count there were only 25,858 Illinois 
State Rifle Association members, just 
barely over one percent.  Please join the 
ISRA today. See page 45 in this edition 
with an entry form to join!
 Keep your powder dry and your 
worm wet - Harry

Down at the farm a couple of years ago Dave Evans 
and his wife Karen who passed away this past April

Bill Morgan of Tupelo, MS with a 
nice bluegill out of his pond.
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From the Desk of:
Rich Pearson,
ISRA Executive Director

ISRA.org

  We have 
learned that 
the Kathleen 
Willis FOID 

Card Bill (SB1966) is scheduled to 
be voted on in one of the upcoming 
Veto Sessions. The first Veto Session is 
scheduled for October 28, 29, and 30.  
The second Veto Session is scheduled 
for November 12, 13 and 14.  There 
is enough time before either session 
for things to change, but there is very 
little time to get ready should the 
vote come in one of these sessions.   I 
encourage all firearm owners to attend 
every possible town hall meeting you 
possibly can this summer, fall and 
winter.  The same is true for every gun 
club meeting, gun show and wherever 
gun owners gather.  The fact is the 
fight is on and the antigunners are out 
for blood. In a Town Hall meeting 
held on Tuesday June 11th Senator 
Julie Morrison (D-Deerfield) was even 

willing to use the word “confiscation.”
 Talk about SB1966 everywhere 
you can to everyone you can.  Various 
segments of gun owners used to sit 
back because they didn’t think these 
proposed laws pertained to them.  
Some just thought they would be 
quiet and slip under the radar. I never 
understood how they were going to do 
that but that was their attitude.
 It is clear, that no law-abiding gun 
owner, of any kind, is left out.  Bills 
like SB19666, The Ammo Tax Bill 
and the lead shot ban resolution should 
make it clear that no one is left out.
 The antigun side is well organized 
and financed. Micheal Bloomberg 
and others are pouring hundreds of 
millions of dollars into the fight against 
the Second Amendment. The only way 
we’re going to win this fight is to stay 
organized and stay together.  There are 
nearly 2,300,000 FOID Card holders 
in Illinois and at last count there 

were only 25,858 Illinois 
State Rifle Association 
members, just barely over 
one percent.

 On Tuesday, June 
11, the Supreme Court of the State of 
Illinois determined it would hear the 
case of People of the State of Illinois 
v Vivian Claudine Brown. This case 
is an appeal by the Illinois Attorney 
General of a case from White County 
Illinois, where a Circuit Judge ruled 
that the FOID Card requirement was 
unconstitutional.  Ms. Brown had a 
single shot .22 rifle for self-defense 
but did not have a FOID Card.  She 
was not otherwise a prohibited person. 
The ISRA is assisting MS Brown in 
her defense.
 On a much happier note the ISRA 
Range has developed a Military Bench 
Rest League.  There are a lot of people 
who can no longer get into traditional 
rifle shooting positions but still like 
to shoot M-I’s, M-I carbine’s , 1903 
Springfields and others Just for fun.  If 
you are one of these people the Military 
Bench Rest League may be for you.  
 The match is simple.  We use an 
“Army A” target which is the old 5V 
target. The match consists of 35 total 

shots at 100 yards.  There are five 
sighting shots in five minutes to get 
your zero.  Then comes the slow fire 
portion of the match which is 10 shots 
in 10 Minutes.  Each shot is loaded one 
at a time.  The timed fire portion of the 
match is 10 shots in two minutes.  The 
clips or magazines must be loaded 
with two shots and eight shots of five 
and five depending on what you are 
shooting.  So, this requires a clip or 
magazine change. The last portion 
of the match is rapid fire.  Rapid fire 
has a 90 second time limit.  Once 
again, the clips or magazines are 
loaded two and eight of five and five 
depending on what you are shooting.   
Remember this is all from the Bench 
Rest portion.  This is for fun and it 
truly is fun.   Bad eyes, bad back, bad 
knees or bad neck, no problems - you 
will fit right in.  The cost is $10 for the 
league fee and $5 per match. The last 
night, which is in September, we will 
shoot and go to Fran’s on 17 had have 
a wrap up meeting and dinner from 
the proceeds.  The rest we will donate 
to the ISRA Range.  This league is 
held on Mondays on Range 5.
 Please be there at 3:30pm for 
the 4pm relay and by 4:30pm for the 
5pm relay.
 June 6th was the 75th Anniversary 

2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!
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YOUR LOWE & 
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CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!

All New Lowe Painted Skorpion 17’ with 
25HP $14,999. PERFECT SANGCHRIS SPECIAL!

 BLOW OUT PRICES ON 
NON-CURRENT ENGINES. 2017 AND 
2018 MODELS “TIME TO REPOWER”

BOAT SHOWS ARE OVER BUT 
PRICING REMAINS THE SAME!

“Lowe supports the 
Military:” Military 
discount on all boat 
packages.

MIDWAY MARINE

309-343-3810
boatramp@mchsi.com • 703 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401

 INVENTORY & BUILDING FOR SALE
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of D-Day.  Soldiers from the United 
States, Canada and Great Britain were 
engaged in the greatest waterborne 
invasion in history. They were 
assaulting Hitler’s Atlantic Wall.  To 
give you an idea of what it involved 
to do the D-Day Operation, there were 
11,590 aircraft, 6939 vessels, 132,715 
allied troops, 196,700 sailors and 
7,000,000 tons of supplies, including 
450,000 tons of ammunition.  By June 
11, the Allies had landed 326,537 
troops, 54,186 vehicles and 104,428 
tons of supplies.  The troops began 
the arduous and deadly job of pushing 
deeper and deeper in France, hedge 
row by hedge row.
 Also, on June 6, 1944, ships were 
leaving Pearl Harbor for the invasion 
of Saipan.  The United States was in a 
two-front war.  We were winning and 
would continue to win but the costs 
would be high.  The determination 
and bravery of these men and women 
was so exceptional that they earned 
the name   The Greatest Generation. 
 There was no one who went 
untouched by WWII.  Although I 
was a small boy, I became aware of 
the sacrifices made by these men and 
women.  One of my first memories was 
a float my dad and others members of 
the American Legion made for a 4th of 
July parade.  On one half of the float 
was a farmstead neatly portrayed, 
complete with a white house, red 
barn and other outbuildings.  On the 
other half of the float was the same 
farmstead burned and destroyed 
by war.  Memorial Days were also 
important, solemn occasions.  My 
mother and many other women would 
gather at the American Legion and 
hand make sprays of fresh flowers 
to be placed on every veteran grave.  
Many of these women were widows 
and wives of those who served in 
WWI as well as WWII.  
 All of these wonderful women had 
suffered also.  They were their own 
support group and took care of each 
other.  My job, along with a few other 
kids, was to keep these women supplied 
with the homegrown flowers that each 
or these women had brought in from 
their gardens.  Flowers were grown 
specifically for the purpose of being 
used in sprays to decorate the graves.
 My mother fretted about the 
peonies, lilacs, and other flowers being 
ready on time.  Ferns were used as a 

base for the other flowers.  They cared 
deeply about how well the sprays 
looked, how well the ribbons were 
placed on them and how much they 
were all alike.  They all knew that the 
spray they were working on might be 
on their own husband’s or son’s grave.  
Everyone knew the story and the 
hardships the others had gone through.
 On May 31, 2019, we lost Albert 
Mampre, age 97, of Skokie Illinois.  
Staff Sergeant Mampre was a medic, 
a member of the famed Band of 
Brothers and part of Easy Company; 
he missed his D-Day jump because 
he was hospitalized with a neck 
infection.  He soon rejoined Easy 
Company in Normandy.  He jumped 
into Holland during Operation Market 
Garden where he was wounded.  He 
rejoined Easy Company the night 
before they pulled out for Bastogne.  
He was assigned to the regimental 
headquarters and worked as a medic 
in a hospital which was set up in a 
hotel.  Albert had a front row seat in 
the Battle of the Bulge.  His character 
is thought to be the medic that saved 
the officer portrayed in the fourth 
episode of Replacements.  His story 
is featured in the book We Who Are 
Alive and Remain: Untold Stories 
from the “Band of Brothers.”
 When we passed Concealed Carry, 
the ISP got $120 for each license.  
Since passing Concealed Carry, the ISP 
has collected in the neighborhood of 
$39,180,000.  The licenses have started 
to renew so in the next five years the 
ISP will collect another $39,180,000, if 
not more.  We are looking at probably 
more than $80,000,000.
 It is hard to convince me that 
they are so destitute that they could 
not have arrested this guy in Aurora.  
How did they get the job done in the 
past?  I don’t recall seeing police 
officers stop and pry off hubcaps to 
panhandle nickels, dimes and quarters 
from passing motorists for gas money 
to go and catch bad guys.
 Don’t get me wrong, I am for 
funding the ISP but I don’t want them 
overfunded either.  If you think idle 
hands are tools of the devil try giving 
the ISP or any police departments 
millions they don’t need.
 The Second Amendment is a 
fundamental right.  A few years ago, 

continued on page 39
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MADISON THEATER HISTORY
By Norman V. Kelly

 Madison Theater was located 
at 107 NE Madison and was truly 
a beautiful place to watch a movie.  
Truth is it was a bit out of our price 
range so we went to the Columbia 
Theater and the Princess which were 
all downtown Peoria.  The Palace was 
here and the Rialto and they were not 
quite as high priced to get into.  Of 
course when we were kids we were 
interested in Flash Gordon Serials and 
cowboy shows.  When WW11 came 
along we switched to war movies.  I 
guess they were mainly propaganda 
things, but we loved them John Wayne 
and the Army Air Corps, the Marines 
and naval battles.  
 I would say that virtually 
everything we ever learned about 
life in general: besides English and 
Mathematics, we learned from the 
movies.  We booed at cowboys kissing 
women and we learned that the United 
States Military would win the war and 
as a kid all we really had to concern 
ourselves with was getting the nickels 
and dimes together to get into the 
theaters. Once we were teenagers we 
were able to sneak into the Madison 
and the Palace but never the Apollo 
Theater. They had no side doors and 
just a narrow passageway from the 
ticket office to the entrance so we had 
to pay to get in there.
 Let’s go back to the Madison 
Theater for a bit. It was the premiere 
venue in town and had a seating capacity 
of 1,739 seats with a really impressive, 
sweeping dual stairway and a cozy 
balcony.  Being brats that we were we 
liked to toss popcorn off the balcony 
and annoy people.  We intimidated the 
ushers and were pretty much obnoxious, 
especially during travelogues or boring 
things on the screen.  
 Once we actually got interested in 
girls we changed for the better, I think, 
but I doubt the girls would agree with 
that statement.  We would leave El 
Vista and go down town on bus passes 

we got from Cat workers on Fridays; 
we pretty much spent the entire day 
and evening downtown.  Between 
the movies we would go down to the 
River and play around there until we 
headed for the next show.
 The Madison opened in 1920, 
historians tell us, and it brought 
hundreds and hundreds of people to 
downtown Peoria from all over the 
nearby counties. You know the folks 
that lived in small towns around us 
were vocal in criticizing Peoria, but 
what in the hell did they have to offer 
but a hardware store, cornfields, and 
local restaurants?  If you wanted 
entertainment from carnivals to 
theaters, you had to come to Peoria, 
Illinois.  By 1941 we had 242 
taverns and saloons, 72 restaurants 
and shopping places that brought 
crowds to Peoria from all over central 

11/17/24- IL
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 Your Waterfront  
is OUR Business 

• Large Docks
• Small Docks
• Large shoreline solutions
• Small shoreline solutions
• Large dredging projects
• Small silt removal projects

We are prepared for any size  
waterfront solution you may need.

877-875-2463 Office • 309-678-2303 Mobile • Illinois City, IL 
Website: superiorseawalls.com • Email: dharper@superiorseawalls.com

Providing Dredging, Sea Walls,  
Shoreline Solutions, Silt Removal, Riprap,  

Docks, Barge service or any other  
small to large waterfront work.

Hydraulic dredging 

long reacH dredging 

erosion control 

Barge dredging 

small to large dredging

Booking for 2018 • Fully insured • 16 years experience • We complete all permits

Let our experienced staff  
customize a dredge plan for you!

Illinois. They criticized us but they 
most certainly flocked here just like 
everyone else.  
 The Madison was designed by 
Frederick Klein and owned by Dee 

Robinson.  Of course it changed hands 
over the years, but it always retained its 
splendor even after it was closed as a 
movie theater and used as an entertainment 
venue and even a comedy club.

2 Great Locations . . . 
on the North & South end 

of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon Boat Rentals

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com
100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079

sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

2019 FISHING PACKAGE 
2-DAYS 2-NIGHTS $149.00

AUGUST FISHING  PACKAGES 
SPECIAL $99.00

FISHING PACKAGES INCLUDE:
LAKE FRONT LODGING, BOAT, MOTOR, GAS, BAIT & ICE

BOOK NOW!! 
COME VISIT REELFOOT LAKE AND CATCH 

CRAPPIE, LARGEMOUTH BASS AND CATFISH

Minimum  Two People Plus Tax 
CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Madison Theater
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• AMISH BUILT •
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Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
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 Originally it was a venue for 
vaudeville acts and silent films but 
once synchronized sound came in 
the late 1928, movie and movie stars 
seemed to be all the folks talked about. 
Even way back then the owner put on 
a free, annual Christmas Show for the 
kids, and believe me, starting in 1937, 
I was right there among them, The Red 
Stocking was an annual event, which 
allowed poor kids like me and my 
brothers and sisters to go to the theater 
and see a movie, Santa Claus and get 
our hands on that ‘big red stocking’ 
crammed with goodies.  The Journal-
Star hosted those events and they 
continue to do so to this very day.
 The inside of the Madison was 
breath-taking to the new visitor and 
as we walked in we always stopped 
and looked around marveling at the 
beauty of the interior.  Once the lights 
dimmed, I never failed to feel a sense 
of excitement of what was coming. 
 Now I Lie on my bed and watch 
my 50 inch TV screen, bored most of 
the time.  I mute the damn commercials 
and often recall my days inside the 
downtown theaters watching the same 

movie back in the 40’s and 50’s.  Thank 
goodness for TCM, film Noir and the 
old movies that featured such great 
movies stars.  Today old folks like 
me could not name you one so called 
movie star.  We had our day, our old 
times are gone, and today’s movies are 
aimed at the people that are willing to 
fork over almost ten dollars to go see 
explosions, car chases and mayhem.  
 Not us, not us old octogenarians, 
hell, we remember John Wayne when he 
was in his twenties.  Our actresses were 

gorgeous, endowed and could actually 
act. There have been times when I parked 
where I could look at the Madison 
Theater and allowed my thoughts to go 
way back to the days when it was lit up, 
and close by was the Palace Theater, the 
Rialto and the Apollo.  
 I do the same thing with the Apollo 
because it to is still there and restored.  
There are 165 seats still in tack in the 
balcony and so far these two theaters 

Autumn Olive and  
Honeysuckle removal.

Herbaceous invasive plants  
mechanically removed and  

follow-up chemical maintenance.

Mike McKim
Invasiveprm@gmail.com

invasiveplantremoval.com

309.981.9716

Inside The Madison. Thanks to 
afterthefinalcurtain.net for photo.

Madison Theater: Peoria, Mezzanine Level and 
Rotunda. Photo courtesy of: cinematreasures.org

Side view of modern day Madison Theater. Photo 
courtesy of: preservepeoria.wordpress.com

continued on page 25
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A LITTLE SMALLMOUTH ACTION!
By Walt Matan

 To me opening day always meant 
the first day of walleye fishing. In the old 
days we’d pack up the station wagon with 
rods, tackle and cans of spam and beans 
and head to the Turtle Flambeu Flowage 
in Wisconsin and sometimes up to Lake 
of the Woods in Canada for the first big 
fishing trip of the year.
 It was on one of these trips to Canada 
that we stopped off in Orr Minnesota on 
the way to Canada and had breakfast. You 
know, that tiny town with the Big Bluegill 
statue. The little diner was right on the 
shores of Pelican Lake and the boat ramp 
was right there next to it.
 After breakfast, we milled around 
checking out all the action on the ramp 
and struck up a conversation with one of 
the anglers about to head out. The next 
thing I new, with my father, Poppee’s 
magical gift for gab, we were in this guys 
boat about to fish for smallmouth bass.
 We puttered out to a little rock-pile in 
the middle of the lake and started pitching 
black ringworms on 1/8th ounce jigs. 
Blammo, Fish On! Poppee could barely 
hang on and had an acrobatic battle with a 
three pounder on his hands. This guy we 
fished with really knew his stuff; while 
all the other anglers were chasing the big 
crappie and bluegill that Pelican Lake was 
known for, he had the shallow rocks all to 
himself and had a ball with smallmouth 
on light tackle.
 In fact, that fishing was so good 
on Pelican Lake that day, that we cut 
our Canadian trip short one day so we 

could go back to Pelican to fish for more 
smallies that topped out at 23 inches!
 Since then, we always have had 
respect of smallmouth and fish for them 
whenever we can.
 Smallmouth Deep: When 
smallmouth are deep I like to drop-shot. 
If there are small perch present in the 
lakes you are fishing, chances are the 
smallmouth are feeding on them and will 
follow the schools.
 I’ll dropshot an AuthentX plastic 
Ribb-Finn in chartreuse/orange core 
(which imitates a perch) off of rock-piles, 
ledges, edges or in pods of fish I scan on 
the locator. A lift/drop jigging motion 
keeps the tail moving and smallmouth 
snapping. I will let the boat drift or 
keep in on point with the trolling motor, 
depending on wind conditions.
 Sometimes though, the smallmouth 
want live bait. In this case I’ll use a lively 
leech or nightcrawler on the dropshot hook.
 Smallmouth Shallow: Smallmouth 
move shallow early and late in the day and 
there is no better way to catch them then 
by pitchin’ plastics with light line and a 
light jig. I’ll use B-Fish-N Tackle H20 jigs 

in 1/16, 1/32 and 1/8th ounce sizes. These 
jigs have a wire keeper built right in that 
holds the plastic tight to the head. 
 While Ringworms, Moxi’s and 
Pulse-R’s are smallmouth magnets, the 
new AuthentX Ribb-Finn is a killer. 
I’ve developed this swimmin’ ringworm 
design mainly for monster walleye but 
found that it attracts smallmouth and 
largemouth also!
 Right now, I’m dreaming about how 
those 20 inch smallmouth sitting on the 
shallow rock-pile of Pelican Lake would 
react to an oystershell pattern Ringworm 

FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
bfishntackle.com

H2O Jig + Moxi

H2O Jig + Pulse-R

Draggin’ Jig + Ringworm

Draggin’ Jig + Ribb-Finn

B3 Blade Bait
“Bucktail” Wayne’s

Bucktail Jig

AUTHENTX PLASTIC

STOP BY FOR GREAT FOOD & ICE-COLD, HOMEMADE ROOTBEER!

1713 S. 2nd, Route 29 • Pekin, IL 61554

309.346.4666 • OPEN MARCH - SEPTEMBER!

on a 1/8th ounce jig. I wonder if that old 
guy with the beat up 16 foot Alumacraft 
and Evinrude 6 horse is still around and if 
he and the fish would still remember us!
 Give the B-Fish-N Tackle AuthentX 
Ribb-Finn, Moxi and H20 jigs a try right 
now for smallmouth and walleye, you 
might just catch your best fish of the 
season. All of these products are made by 
B-Fish-N-Tackle. For more information 
on fishing for all species and for a free tips 
and tricks catalog call B-Fish-N-Tackle 
at 1-800-831-5535 or log on to www.
bfishntackle.com.

Poppee with a nice smallmouth
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BUILT TO MOW THE DISTANCE.

PRO-TURN® 160

$8,699
PROMO PRICE

PRO-TURN® ZX 60

$6,999
PROMO PRICE

ZT HD 60

$5,399
PROMO PRICE

FLIGINGERS OUTDOOR POWER
1900 S MAIN STREET  |  Morton, IL 61550
309-266-5928  |  HTTPS://WWW.
FLIGINGERSOUTDOORPOWER.COM

WEBB’S VALLEY VIEW CAMPGROUND
OPEN APRIL 1st - OCTOBER 31st

RV & Tent Camping
Full Hookups

Quiet, Beautiful & Easy to get to!
SCHEDULED MUSIC WEEKENDS!

309-547-3183
17632 E. US Hwy 24 • Lewistown, IL • 2 miles east of Lewistown on US Hwy 24

LOCATED NEAR EMIQUON REFUGE & DICKSON MOUNDS

LET’S TALK
TRAPS
By Neal Graves - President 
Illinois  Trappers Association
 Over the last 12 years or so it 
seems like we have had a lot of new 
traps come on the market. So I hear 
all the time what brand of trap is best. 
The answer is simple, what truck is 
best, it all comes down to a trapper’s 
mind set. There all about the same 
to me, but you do get what you pay 
for. With that being said Let’s talk 
body grips here in Illinois we can use 
155, 110, 160. 220, 280, and 330 and 
nothing above a 330 body grip which 
is 10 inches x 10 inches when squire 
and 12 inches if round. The 280 and 
330 body grips may only be used in 
the water, 220 and smaller may be 
used on land or water. 
 There is also a trap called a dog 

proof. There are a lot of them that 
say they are dog proof but that is not 
really the case.  Any trap with a push 
style trigger is not dog proof. A dog 
may not get their paw in the trap, 
but it can still push the trigger down 
with its tongue. (Catch a dog and it’s 
a bad day)
 We also use a foot hold trap called 
a coil or long spring trap from a #1 
all the way to a #5. No wider than 6 
½ inches on land, And 7 ½ inches in 
the water. And no trap with teeth may 
be used in Illinois. There are more 
brands out there than I am willing to 
list. I will say in my pile of 500 trap 
I have several  brands, like the duke, 
no bs , victor, mb, savage, belile, 
ts85, bridger, bulldog, and I am sure 
I have a few more brands than that. 
So as you can see there are a lot of 
brands out there.
 I do use all these traps and more. 
But I have come up with a way to 
make my 220 and 160 sets on land 
very dog resistant by using Russian 

olive or privet hedge as a guard over 
the traps. That way if a dog runs down 
the trail the thorny end of the Russian 
olive will hit the dog on the noise or 
eye area. What that does is make the 
dog jump over or go around.  Any 
coon or fox will duck down and put 
their head in the trap. By using this 
method, I have yet to catch a dog. 
Also if you do catch a dog or cat you 
may not kill them. They must be let 
go immediately, they may not go far 
when I released, but I do let all my 
cats go. The reason all dog and cats 
must be released is they are part of 
the campaign act. Keep all this in 
mind and you should go far.
 Now with this being said all 

the traps out there are a tool for the 
trapper to use. The use of the dog 
proof trap (dp) has made a lot of you 
all coon trappers. But by using a dp 
along a creek for coon where we 
normally have used a 11/2 trap you 
are missing the mink, muskrat, and 
every once in a while, a beaver. By 
using a dp on land where I would use 
a 11/2 to a #3, you are missing a few 
foxes, coyote. Do you see where I am 
going with this?  If not all I can say 
is use the right tool for the job.  All 
traps from live traps to the big beaver 
traps have a place when we should 
use them. Just learn all you can about 
the animal you are going to trap and 
use the right size trap for that animal.
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EARLY SUMMER CATFISH TIPS
By Mike Roux • www.MikeRoux.com

 If you have a 
choice, I suggest 
that you fish 
for catfish just 

before dark until about midnight.  
This seems to be the best time, 
especially for channel cats.  However, 
any time you can get bait in the water 
you have a chance to catch catfish.  In 
the middle of the day, when the sun 
is high, these fish will seek-out shade 
around banks, docks, logs, trees and 
brush.
 As far as time of year, spring seems 
to generate the best overall bite.  Just 
before spawning they will come into 
shallow water to feed and will be most 
likely to hit your baits.  May through 
August, depending on the weather, are 
good times.  It is easier to judge the 
spawn in impoundments because the 
water temperature is more constant.  
In a river the spawn can be very tricky 
to predict, especially if the river floods 
due to the northern snow melt-off.

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
V A L U E  P R I C E D  V E H I C L E S !

LARGE INVENTORY OF LATE MODEL TRUCKS & SPORT UTILITIES

3- New 2018 Ford F150 XLT,  Supercab, 4x4 .....................Special pricing
4- New 2018 Ford F150XLT Supercrew, 4x4 ......................Special Pricing
2- New 2018 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 .................Special Pricing
2018 Ford Ecosport SES, 4x4, 11,000 Miles ................................. $20,500
2017 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4, 23,000 Miles ................................... $29,770
2016 Ford F350 King Ranch, Crewcab, 4x4 ................................... $46,460
2016 Chevrolet 1500 LTZ, Crewcab, 4x4 ....................................... $30,730
2016 ford Transit Connect Titanium, 6-Passenger ........................ $18,870
2016 Chevrolet Tahoe LTZ, 4x4 ..................................................... $44,840
2015 Chevrolet 2500LT, Crewcab, 4x4, Gas.................................. $34,480
2015 GMC 1500 SLE, Extended Cab, 4x4 ...................................... $24,280
2015 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4, 25,000 Miles ....................... $29,660
2015 Ford Escape Titanium, FWD ................................................. $17,340
2014 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew, 4x4 ............................................. $22,350
2014 Dodge Ram 1500, Crewcab, 4x2 .......................................... $18,220
2014 Ford F150 XL, Regular Cab, 4x4, Short Bed ......................... $18,550
2014 Ford Escape Titanium, 4x4 .................................................... $21,930
2013 Ford F350 XLT, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel ................................... $37,740
2012 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 ......................................... $16,950
2011 Mitsubishi Outlander Sport, FWD .......................................... $4,990

BERNADOTTE CAFE

309-753-1910

Large Menu * Breakfast Served All Day
Sandwiches * Soups * Salads
Unique Dinner Items Such as 
Buffalo, Frog Legs and Turtle

Indoor & Outdoor Seating
Parties Welcome * Catering Available

(ask for brochure)
Open Most Holidays. Make Your Reservations!
Open Mon, Wed, Thurs. & Friday 11am – 8pm

Saturday 8am – 8pm * Sunday 8am – 6pm *  Closed Tuesdays

6500 E. Tarters Ferry Lane
Ipava, IL 61441

 For the channel cat, the bait must 
smell good to them.  It is a safe bet 
that if the bait turns your stomach, the 
catfish will love it.  You can also use 
cut bait, dough bait, whole minnows, 
cheese, chicken livers, night crawlers 
and commercially made stink baits, 
like SONNY’S.  
 Whatever bait you use, make sure 
your hook point is exposed and not 
buried in the bait.  Leave the baits 
out long enough for the cat to find 
it though the scent it is releasing.  
Channel cats will often carry the bait 
off a short way before they eat it.  
They have sensitive mouths; so do not 
apply any drag on the line until you 
are sure the fish has swallowed the 
bait.  Channel cats tend to like clearer 
water than some other catfish species.  
They can be found in lakes and rivers 
over gravel or rock bottoms.  The big 
ones in this area come from around 
the Mississippi River dam’s tailraces.  
 As mentioned, July is a good 

month for channel catfish in this area.  
This will often coincide with the post-
spawn.  When the water temperature 
reaches about 55-degrees these fish 
will begin to feed.  As the water 
temp climbs above 65-degrees, they 
become much more active.  The 
current U S record with rod and reel 
record is 56-pounds.
 A good tip to keep in mind when 
tight lining for catfish is not be overly 
concerned about the small fish that 
will nibble at your bait.  The minnows 
and bluegill will not eat all your bait.  
In fact, the commotion these little 
guys can cause around the bait can 
actually attract the catfish to the spot.  
When the nibbling stops is when you 
should pay close attention.  It may 
mean a big cat has arrived.
 Now that we have given the fish 
a great meal, let us now discuss how 
you can prepare the catfish once you 
get ready for your feast.  I prefer 
all of my fish grilled, but I know 

the traditional method for preparing 
catfish is to fry them.   Therefore I 
will pass along this recipe;  
 CAJUN CATFISH.  Ingredients 
needed are 2 ½ cups cornmeal, ground 
cayenne pepper, 1 tsp. butter flavored 
salt, 1 cup milk, 1 cup plain flour, salt, 
1 tsp. garlic powder, 10-pounds of 
catfish and cooking oil.  Soak catfish 
in milk.  Mix dry ingredients in large 
bowl.  Roll fish in dry ingredients.  
Fry in hot cooking oil deep enough to 
float the fish.  Be sure the grease in 
not TOO hot.
 My guess is that there are more 
tons of catfish consumed in Illinois 
each year than any other fish.  And 
for good reason.  They are delicious.  
So do yourself and your family a 
favor this month and next.  Mix-up 
some stinky bait, get your gear and 
get out and catch some channel cat.  
Oh yeah, do not forget to call me 
when they are ready.

For regular and constant outdoor 
content Like and Follow 

MIKE ROUX OUTDOOR 
ENTERPRISES on Facebook.
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701 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL 61611 - Illinois Rt 116, 
mile marker 164.5 on the Illinois.

Fuel dock hours: 9-5 during 
season however, flexible to 
accommodate boaters as necessary.

280 slips ranging from 25 to 50 feet 
in length. Transient boaters are 
welcome to stop and spend a few days 
enjoying the marina and its many amenities!

EASTPORT AMENITIES 
• Restroom/shower facilities open 24 hours a day.
• Laundry facilities open 24 hours a day, just a short stroll from the docks.
•  Swimming pool and two hot tubs, enclosed by locked gates, with private 

restrooms and showers.
• Gas, diesel, pumpout and a full service department.

SEASON: APRIL 1-OCT. 31
One of the only marinas of its class between Chicago and St. Louis. It’s like a resort, a major resting point for boaters… 

Phone: (309) 694-3034 • Ron Roberts, Harbormaster - (309) 265-4789 • Heather Boehm, Manager - (309) 694-3034

FUR TRAPPING IS STILL 
WORTH THE EFFORT
By Ed Schneider
 The past few years coyote fur has 
remained the dominate fur species to 
harvest. However, this past season I 
was able to pull in some respectable 
raccoon fur prices exceeding twelve 
dollars sold in the grease. These 
raccoons were in the 3x category, 
but as a coyote trapper this is a pretty 
easy size to catch if you stay on dry 
land. Most big raccoon are caught 
along the fence edges along crop 
fields and trails leading into the corn 
field. I admit to avoiding catching 
raccoon for several years now due 
to lower price. However, with prices 
in the low teens, there will be some 
hard-hitting raccoon trappers filling 
up some fur sheds this year. Adding 
raccoons to your coyote trapline 
can really add some good money if 
their fur price holds. When prices 
continue to improve, I head into a 

field looking for both coyote sign 
and raccoon trails. Setting Dog Proof 
traps in each trail is easy and fast. I 
tie a fluorescent tape onto a hanging 
tree limb near the trail along the 
edge of the field to identify where I 
placed in a set. For those of you who 
haven’t used a Dog Proof trap, you 
will want to add this to your arsenal. 
I myself am happy with either push 
pull triggers or pull trigger on the 
trap. You can use a variety of food 
such as cat food, catfish food, fish, 
or marshmallows. To prepare, I take 
a empty ice cream bucket with a lid 
and fill it half full with the above 
mentioned products. Then I take one 
of raccoon lures and sprinkle with a 
few ounces to add additional odor to 
help pull in the raccoon in as well as 
add flavor. To use, take a tablespoon 
out of the bucket contents and dump 

into the Dawg Proof trap and take 
another tablespoon and dump onto 
the ground around your trap. This 
gets them interested in continuing 
to look for more and stick their paw 
into the trap. This method has taken 
thousands of raccoons over the 
years. Some of my most productive 
raccoon trapping ground is in the 
hill country with old growth timber 
stands near creeks and standing 
stalk corn ground. Standing stalks 
are the key words here. Today much 
of the ground is tilled under closely 
following harvest. But if you have 
farm ground that is no tilled you are 
probably going to be rewarded with 
a good raccoon population. Add a 
brushy fence row, CRP grass edges 
and now you have good coyote and 
bobcat habitat as well.  Around 20 
years ago I had a corn field that had a 
small branch that ran through it. The 
farmer had a ford crossing through 
the timber and branch to get to the 
other side and it was an ideal location 
to canine trap. But when you find 
yourself in such an area, you expect a 
pair of coyotes to be running it. Just 

also remember you will also have 
five to ten raccoon, five possums, 
and a few skunks. Make sure you 
set appropriately to save your coyote 
sets for the for the coyotes. Cover 
your trails running into the ford area 
both ways as well as cover your tall 
grass edges with raccoon sets.  With 
the fur market improvement as it 
is heading, its time to start getting 
your traps in order and get those 
permission slips signed. The easiest 
way to add fur to our stretchers is to 
get more land permission. Each year 
I harvest between three hundred and 
fifty to six hundred and fifty coyotes. 
With raccoon starting to show us 
some opportunity, we can get our fur 
harvest over a thousand pelts that is 
profitable.  Take the time for yourself 
and your kids to get out and have 
some fun running a trap line this fall.

Ed Schneider owns and operates 
Kansas Trapline Products. For 

your trapping needs, contact Ed at 
www.kansastraplineproducts.com
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Archery Pro Shop,Bow & 
Crossbow tuning & repair,

 Indoor shooting range
Custom Concept Arrows, Bait & 

Tackle, Pool Hall & leagues, 
Bar Video Gaming, 

RESTAURANT IS NOW SERVING 
LUNCH & DINNER TUES - SAT 
& BREAKFAST ON SAT & SUN

Larry Pollack
615 W. Truitt Ave. • Chillicothe, IL

Closed on Mondays.

(309) 274-WOLF (9653)
WolfHollowArchery.com • wolf@mtco.com

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

AC Beer and Bait

MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 Ammunition storage and loading 
devices for powder and air guns are 
often overlooked.  There are those that 
will only load and unload, and others 
that will load and/or store.
 First off let’s take a look at the 
products for loading and unloading 
only, which are for the powder guns.  
There are several on the market, and 
I’ve tried about 3 or 4 of them with only 
one company having what I consider to 
be the best in every model they make.  
This is Maglula out of Israel who 
makes the Uplula, Baby Uplula, 10/22 
Lula, and AR 15/M4 Lula.  Many of the 
products I found had to catch onto the 
bottom of the magazine, and while they 
were supposed to be universal, or made 

for that model, they still did not work 
properly.  The only one that actually has 
the magazine snapped inside of it is the 
10/22 Lula, which works perfectly.
 In fact, we will start with the 
10/22 Lula, which is the newest in the 
company’s line of products.  This is 
made to load the 22LR ammo into the 
Ruger 10/22 box magazines, or other 
similar magazines.  The magazine 
snaps into the loader and can be held 
on the bottom, while pushing down 
on a thumb bar that compresses the 
follower on the rotary magazine so that 
the rounds can be inserted one by one, 
every time the bar is pressed down.  If 
the magazine needs to be unloaded, 
there is a device that comes with the 

LOAD ‘EM UP
loader that fits on the magazine’s back 
pin and pushes out the rounds as fast 
at the thumb bar on this piece can be 
pushed.  The 10/22 magazine is one 
of the worst I’ve ever had to load, and 
this Lula, is fantastic to load these box 
magazines in a short amount of time 
without giving you a sore thumb.
 The Uplula (for 9mm to 45 cal) 
and Baby Uplula (for 22LR to 380 
ACP) work alike.  The unit fits over 
the magazine, which is set on a hard 
surface.  It is squeezed together and 
pushed downward on the follower, 
at which time a round of ammo is 
dropped in.  This is repeated until the 
magazine is loaded.  On the back of 
the unit there is a little slide area that 
is used for pushing out the rounds 

for unloading.  They are available in 
several colors, for which I prefer the 
brighter yellow or chartreuse to keep in 
my Plano range bag, making it easier 
to see if I drop it in tall grass or it is 
hidden in the bag amongst other black 
items, and the black unit for loading on 
the bench around home.
 All of these products make fast 

Meet the Maglula family of speed 
loaders for all calibers and most 

styles of magazines, including the 
10/22 box magazine.

Umarex BB Speed loader for sev-
eral different types of C02 mag-
azines, large capacity reservoirs, 

and built-in magazines.
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Bridgestone                      Firestone
1861 Knox Co. Hwy. 9 • Just off Rt. 34 • Galesburg, IL

We Provide Excellent Quality for
All Cars, Trucks, Trailers & RV’s

• Complete Tire Service • Brake Service
• Wheel Alignment • Shocks & Struts Suspension
• Professional Repairs • Road Service

Specializing In Hard to Find Tires For Your 4x4 or ATV
Phone: (309) 343-1141  •  Fax: (309) 343-3490

GCR Tire Center
NEW LOCATION!

3335 East Enos • Springfield, Illinois • Noon till 7 P.M. • Closed Sunday & Monday

217-544-1232

Before you buy your next gun call us!
Layaway Program • Buy, SeLL or Trade • LargeST BLack Powder SeLecTion, downSTaTe!

LETZ HUNT & SPORT

Assault Rifles • All Shotguns • High Powered Rifles
Black Powder Inline & Traditional • Automatic Revolvers & Black Powder

Handguns • Full line of Accessories Crossbows & Equipment
www.letzhuntandsport.com

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354

work of loading and unloading and 
save the frustration and sore thumbs of 
trying to push the rounds in against the 
follower by hand.
 For further information and videos 
go to www.maglula.com.  You can also 
see videos on the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® 
You Tube channel (www.youtube.com/
dansfishntales) or Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
shootnplink)
 The rest of the products that will 
be discussed are the load/store type.  
First its the tubular Spee-D-Loader, 
which was primarily designed for use 
with the tube magazines on the Henry 
lever action rifles.  These are available 
in three sizes to work for whatever 
capacity magazine your gun has, as 
well as for all rimfire ammo.  I have 
all three sizes since I have everything 
from the 10 round 22LR Mare’s Leg 
to the 16 round 22LR Golden Boy and 
Long Barrel Frontier, but if you only 
have enough money in the budget for 
one, go with the largest so it can cover 
all magazine capacities.
 Each Spee-D-Loader has about 
8 individual chambers, in which 
the number of rounds needed to fill 
the chamber are loaded bullet end 
downward.  This way, when the 
magazine is reloaded you rotate the 
cap with the loading tube to line up 

with the ammo in the chamber.  The 
follower rod is then removed from the 
magazine, and the ammo is poured out 
of the loader and into the magazine in 
the proper direction.  It is all very fast 
and simple.  Again, there is a Shoot ‘N’ 
Plink™ video on my You Tube channel 
and Facebook page.
 Similar to the Spee-D-Loader is the 
Catch 22, which I found on clearance 
for around $7 per unit.  The difference 
is that it is a box with a sliding lid, 
which has 10 chambers of 5 rounds 
each for 22LR, 3 rounds each for 22 
WMR/Mag and 17, and 7 rounds of 22 
Short.  Again, you load the Catch 22 
like you did with the Spee-D-Loader 
where the bullet goes downward.
 In using the Catch 22 to load the 
tube magazine each chamber is opened 
until the correct amount of ammo is 
dumped in the magazine.  It works, 
but not as quickly or easily as with the 
Spee-D unit since more chambers need 
to be opened to fill the magazine.  For 
that reason, I would rather use it for 
storage, and pouring out rounds to load 
in a pistol/revolver, or one of the spring 
compression-follower magazines.
 The next storage device is more of 
a temporary storage for the field and 
range and can be used for both powder 
and air.  It is a belt pouch from Gamo, 
with a Velcro fastening top.  Primarily 

this is for holding pellets, but it can 
also hold powder rounds, which is best 
for rimfire as there won’t be a capacity 
sufficient to carry very many rounds of 
larger caliber.  It does make a nice quick 
access for grabbing rounds, especially 
for using with single-shot guns, such as 
a break barrel or 22 cal bolt action.
 Moving from the “in between” 
to actual air guns, there is a loader/
storage device from Umarex that 
works for about any sort of BB C02 
gun magazine, high-capacity reservoir 
and built-in magazine.  There are four 
different attachments that come with 
the main unit to fasten to the C02 
magazines, and a plunger unit to push 
BBs from a large 200-round capacity 
storage area into a built-in magazine or 
high-capacity reservoir.  It does take a 

little getting use to in having it work 
the best, but once a person uses it a few 
times they will definitely appreciate 
the convenience and speed of loading.  
This proved to be very handy when I 
was filming some Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ 
videos about the Umarex Morph 3X, 
which has a built-in magazine.
 The next time you think about 
making loading and storage easier 
for use at home or in the field/range, 
think about a few of these products.  
I’ve tested out several, returned most, 
wasted some money along the way, 
and these have been the best that I’ve 
found in their categories.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

309.208.1053
3-Fields • Pro Shop
www.Area52Paintball.com

702 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL

CANOE THE MACKINAW RIVER!
Canoe & Kayak Rental • Pick Up & Drop Off Available

Can Accommodate Group Outings

DIRT CHEAP DAY IS EVERY 3rd SATURDAY!
Birthday Parties • Company Outings • Bachelor Parties • School Events

MACKINAW 52 
PAINTBALL & 

RIVER RENTALS

Using the Spee-D-Loader in the 
field to load the tube magazine 

on a Henry Frontier.

Catch 22 ammo storage boxes, 
which holds 4 different types of 

rimfire ammo, and can be used for 
loading tube magazines.
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FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties
OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940
618-763-4217

Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am

PEORIA FLAG 
& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! 

Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition Decorators

920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.com

DEERHUNTING FOR TURKEYS 
TedNugent.com • facebook.com/tednugent

  Growing up 
and hunting 

in Michigan 
throughout the 50s 60s 

and 70s, there were no wild turkeys to be 
had. My first encounter with the mighty 
Thunderchicken was in the Manistee 
National Forest up in the northeast area 
of the lower peninsula around 1975.
 Trekking mile after mile of 
wonderful rugged wild ground habitat 
pursuing the elusive Ruff Grouse and 
Timberdoodles with my amazing Irish 
Setter bird masters, we stumbled upon 
a flock of about twelve Eastern turkey 
hens one afternoon, and I was rather 
surprised and delighted to say the least.
 A few years after that we could 
apply for a spring gobbler permit, and my 
exciting hunting for this magnificent big 
game bird was off and running.
 I killed a few with my shotgun, 
then went deep into the dark side of 
bowhunting this most elusive and 
challenging of quarry, and the thrills 
have just kept on coming.
 I have been extremely fortunate 
to arrow many Easterns in Michigan, 
Merriams in South Dakota, Rio Grands 
in Texas and Osceolas in Florida.
 If you can get to full draw on a 
wild turkey, you are confirmed to be the 
ultimate stealthy predator.
 I’ve also killed Rios and an Osceola 

with my Glock 10mm handgun and that 
adds a whole new fun factor challenge 
altogether.
 The absolute predator stealth 
needed to get past the wild turkey’s 
omniscient radar is the most demanding 
in all of the hunting world.
 Total camouflage, total stillness and 
perfect timing for the shot are all critical.
 I have found that turkey hunting 
with the bow and arrow is the ultimate 
lesson for success on all other game.
 As the Texas turkey season was 
coming to a close on the last afternoon, 
I was perched way up high in an ancient 
Live Oak tree hoping to get an arrow 
in one of the prolific exotic critters or 
maybe a hog that thrive on our home 
Spirit Wild Ranch.
 Mesmerized as always by the 
comings and goings of beautiful 
whitetail deer, Fallow and Sika deer and 
a parade of fidgety blackbuck antelope, 
I was contemplating whacking a female 
blackbuck when all the animals in sight 
jerked their heads up and stared due east.
 Covered up pretty good in the dark 
shadows of my little leafy cubbyhole 
perch, I wasn’t able to see the incoming 
newcomer, but was ready for anything.
 Much to my surprise, having failed 
to even see a single longbeard all 
spring, a handsome, shimmering Rio 
Grand gobbler was pecking his way 

towards me, and I was as excited as I’ve 
ever been on any hunt.
 Concealed well in my tree, I 
was eventually able to get to full 
draw undetected as the trophy 
Thunderchicken entered my prime 
shooting lane at thirty yards.
 Envisioning the square of glowing 
dayglow orange tape on my full body 
3-D turkey target at the range that I 
religiously shoot every day, I went into 
kill mode auto-pilot and the sight pin on 
my new 50# Mathews Vertix settled in 
nice and low behind the drumstick, and 
lo and behold; thar she blows!
 The lighted nock told no lie as the 
mortally whacked big bird flip-flopped 
about 20 yards and lay still, dead within 
a very quick few seconds.
 I was dazed! Stunned! Very, very 
happy to say the least.
 Last day, last chance, last hour, bingo!
 I hear from so many very happy 
fellow hunting friends from pretty 
much all 50 states about their turkey 
hunting successes this spring 2019.
 That is certainly a cause for grand 
celebration, and we can thank American 

hunting families and the great National 
Wild Turkey Federation for restoring 
this fantastic big game bird to numbers 
unprecedented in the history of our country.
 Truth be told, if you want a wildlife 
species to thrive in abundance and be 
managed and conserved forever, open a 
regulated hunting season on them and 
they will never be endangered.
 Meanwhile, the Nugent family will 
have a little extra mid-year Thanksgiving 
celebration with a hard earned, organic, 
wild butterball of our own.

by:

TedNugent.com 
or 

facebook.com/
tednugent
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DECATUR BATTERY

Dwight Hill • (217) 429-6642

EXIDE
BATTERIES

Hours:
M-F 9-5

SAT 8-11:30

Automobile
Farm

Industrial
Marine

Motorcycle
Commercial

Imports

NEW & REBUILT BATTERIES
Discount Center • 543 N. Van Dyke

Free Installation • “A Battery for Every Need”

Midwest Leading Battery & Accessories 
Supplier to the Outdoorsman!

EVERGREEN LAKE & COMLARA PARK
GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.

309-434-6770
www.McleanCountyIL.gov/parks

13001 Recreation Area Dr., 
Hudson, IL 61748

(10 miles N. of Bloomington/
Normal off I-39)

AUG. 1-2-3, 2019 
218 West 1st St. • Bath IL 

For Info Contact:
Betty Deford • 309-546-2957
OriginalRedneckFishin.com

Costume Judging just prior to each Heat at registration tent.
Admission: $3 per day or $5 for both days (Kids 0-15 FREE!)

All net proceeds will be donated to Illinois Homeless Veterans.

Thursday, August 1st
3-5pm: Kids Free Fishing Tournament
6-10pm: Karaoke/DJ with Tommy & Jake

14th Annual Original

Lots of Kids’ Events!

ALL ACTIVITIES ON RIVERFRONT 

Friday, August 2nd
10am-Noon: Sign in for 1st Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 1st Heat (at registration tent)
Noon-2pm: First Heat
2pm-4pm: Sign in for 2nd Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 2nd Heat (at registration tent)
2pm-6pm: Redneck Singing Competition provided 
                 by Karaoke/DJ Vern & Karen
                $5 Entry Fee for each contestant
                Open to All Ages, Prizes!!
4-6pm: 2nd Heat
7pm: Awards for the day announced
8pm-Midnight: Doghouse Daisy

Saturday, August 3rd
6:30am: Breakfast at the Bath Fire Dept.
Cling Carter- Samples Asian Carp fish cakes (Time TBD) 
10am-noon: Sign in for 3rd Heat
11am: Honor Guard Ceremony
12:30 pm: Little Miss & Master Carp ages 2-7
Noon-2pm: 3rd Heat 
2pm-4p: Sign in for 4th Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 3rd Heat (at registration tent)
 2pm-6pm: Forced Country
 4-6pm: 4th Heat
6pm: Redneck King & Queen Carp Contest
7pm: Raffle winners & Awards for the day announced 
9pm-Midnight: Back Stabbing Betty

PLATINUM SPONSORS:
SISSON’S COUNTRY INN

RENKEN ELECTRIC • CALL JOSH AT 217-737-9945
 Betty Deford: 309-546-2957 • bettydeford00@gmail.com

IDNR ANNOUNCES SPRING 2019 STATE PHEASANT 
FUND PROJECT GRANTS

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) today announced the 
approval of more than $193,000 
in grants for two pheasant habitat 
projects through the Illinois State 
Pheasant Fund Special Wildlife 
Funds Grant Program. 
 The program aims to enhance 
game and non-game wildlife habitat 
through projects developed by 
not-for-profit organizations and 
governmental entities. Funding for the 
Illinois State Pheasant Fund Special 
Wildlife Funds Grant Program comes 
from the sale of Habitat Stamps to 
sportsmen and sportswomen. 
 The Illinois State Pheasant Fund 
Advisory Committee this spring 
approved $193,198 in funding for the 
two grant projects below.

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever (PF&QF)

$100,397.24 for a State 
Coordinator position (two years)

 The PF&QF state coordinator 
plays a key role in partnering with 
the IDNR, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
(USFWS PFW), the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and 
Farm Service Agency, the Illinois 
Department of Transportation 
(IDOT), and other agencies, non-
government organizations and 
private sector partners on expanding 
and enhancing habitat. 
 Projects across the state support 
the implementation of the Illinois 
Wildlife Action Plan (IWAP), which 
works on public and private lands 
with the intention of increasing 

restored acres of grassland especially 
beneficial to pheasants and their 
multi-seasonal needs. 
 The coordinator also supervises 
a five-person Habitat Strike Team 
that conducts habitat projects on 
private lands enrolled in the Illinois 
Recreational Access Program, and on 
state-owned Wildlife Management 
Areas and Heritage sites. 
 The Pheasant Fund grant will 
cover 60 percent of the cost of the 
state coordinator position for a two-
year period. Matching funds are 
provided by IDOT ($78,000 in-kind), 
USFWS PFW ($1,950 in-kind), and 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 
($66,931.49).

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever (PF&QF)

$92,801.23 for an Outreach 
Coordinator position (two years) 

 The PF&QF outreach coordinator 

will expand outreach efforts while 
helping the IDNR and other partners 
develop and implement the Recruit, 
Retain, and Reactivate (R3) concept 
to create new participants or increase 
participation rates of current or 
lapsed outdoor recreationists. 
 Using seeding standards and 
messaging for expanding pollinator 
habitat through partners including 
Ameren and IDOT, the outreach 
coordinator will continue to promote 
and educate the public about brood 
rearing and nesting habitat for 
pheasants. 
 The Pheasant Fund grant will 
cover 60 percent of the cost of the 
outreach coordinator position for a 
two-year period. Matching funds 
are provided by Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever ($45,867.48) 
and Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever chapters ($16,000, plus 
$35,300 in-kind). 
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Gas • Pizza
Subs • Burgers

OPEN: 
Mon. – Sat.

5:30am – 10pm
Sun. 6am – 10pm

 309-329-2929  Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 

BARNS N BOARDS
Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

SCHUY-RUSH PARK

217-322-6628

225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 

Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers

Playground 
Pavilions

8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

TRICKS FOR WEEKEND AND 
HOLIDAY FISHING

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER AND IN THE WOODS

by Dave Shadow • davidsha@consolidated.net

 Have you too experienced the 
frustration of not being able to catch 
fish on a particular day after just 
having been successful at the same 
location just a few days before? I think 
we’ve all had that experience! It’s a 
frustrating situation but it’s also one 
that we can control to some extent. 
I certainly don’t profess to have the 
education or knowledge or ability to 
know just where or how to always 
catch fish. No one has this ability and 
fishing wouldn’t be fun or challenging 
if that was possible. I know some 
very adept and knowledgeable fishery 
biologists that have some of the same 
problems that we do. I do have some 
information that may be helpful 
however. 
 I followed some tracking studies 
for some time that studied the lifestyle 
and behavior of the fish. These were 
mostly geared toward largemouth 
bass and done in the western states 
but the “findings” lend themselves to 

all areas and many species. One of the 
“most asked” questions concerned 
the behavior of fish that have been 
caught and released. Just where do 
the go? This is even more intriguing 
if the fish are taken considerable 
distances before being weighed in at 
a tournament and then released into 
an unfamiliar location. As is true 
with most studies the results weren’t 
exactly consistent. But for the most 
part this is a summary of the info. 
Many of the fish made their way back 
to their original “homes” but if in 
the travel process they found some 
ideal conditions that appealed to 
them, they might just take up a new 
residence there. I know one angler 
who weighed in a giant bass, who had 
a physical deformity, on day one of 
a tournament. This bass was caught 
and weighed in the second day of 
the event. It was weighed in by the 
same angler and was obviously the 
same fish due to the deformity. It had 

traveled seven miles from the release 
site of the tournament back to its 
original home. 
 One of the “tracking survey” 
efforts showed some very logical 
but not usually considered effects of 
the increased lake traffic caused by 
weekends and holidays. I am sure that 
I have caught many more fish along 
the quiet shorelines of our local lake 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 
than I have been able to find on 
Saturday or Sunday when the lake 
traffic has increased. This showed 
up distinctly in one of the extensive 
studies. The fish were prominent along 
the docks and shorelines during the 
week but would move out and down 
during the weekend. They usually 

moved out to the first structural break 
or increased depth change. Also, the 
fish that remained near the shorelines 
were more reluctant to strike artificial 
lures. Soft plastic lures were more 
acceptable than crankbaits and faster 
lures in most studies. 
 Assuming that the above 
information is factual, it should alter 
our fishing styles a bit. Looking for 
areas less affected by boating traffic 
might be a good first effort. Moving 
offshore and fishing deeper may be a 
good idea if avoiding the high traffic 
areas is not possible. Fishing smaller 
lakes and ponds during the weekends 
and holidays is always a good idea 
since the major lakes are usually 
congested and somewhat dangerous. 
If it’s necessary to fish the lake 
that has lots of boating traffic and 
you’re not restricted to tournament 
hours, fishing in the early hours of 
the morning or very late afternoon 
is more productive. I hope this info 
is productive and wish you Good 
Fishing!

It’s Faith, Family, and Fishing
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GREAT SELECTION OF BEER, WINE & SPIRITS. 
LARGE VARIETY OF VAPING & E-CIGS, 

FLAVORS & SUPPLIES!

2018 Toyota Rav 4 LE, 4cyl, Most Power Options, Backup Camera, Factory Warranty, 
36,000 Miles .............................................................................................................................$18,999

(Cocoa not included)
2017 Chevy Equinox LS, All Power, Factory Warranty, 54,000 Miles ................................................$16,500
2013 Nissan Juke, All Wheel Drive, Leather, Power Roof, 47,000 Miles ............................................$12,999
2013 Ford Edge, V6, Like New, 38,000 Miles ...........................................................................................$14,999
2000 Jeep Wrangler, 4x4, Sport, 6cyl., Auto, Air, 128,000 Miles ...........................................................$9,999

S e e  M o r e  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL
(309) 697-4723

BOGLE ASSORTED WINES $9.99

BULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!

have avoided the wrecking ball.  I 
feel the Apollo is safe but fear for the 
future of the Madison.
 In 1980 the Madison was inducted 
into the The National Register of 
Historic Places and I hope that some 
how that will help in its survival, but 
I doubt it. The Madison had an after 
life which drew crowds of folks to the 
entertainment concerts that were held 
there. They even had, for a short time, 
The Madison Avenue Comedy Club, 
and there were some pretty famous 
celebrities that appeared there. Royce 
Elliot appeared there with Wild Child 
Gipson, Charlie Daniels and .38 
Special came here more than once.  
Cheap Trick was here, Johnny Rivers, 
and the great B.B. King played the 
Madison in the 1990’s and everyone’s 
favorite, Ray Charles. 
 Great groups like R.E.O. 
Speedwagon and the Fabulous 
Thunderbirds came to Peoria and 
literally a hundred or more groups 
and entertainers as well saw fit to 
visit us.    Peoria was always an 

entertaining town, which went along 
with our reputations as a bawdy, lusty, 
gambling river town, and truthfully 
that is what we were.  A patriotic, 
hard-working bunch of folks that 
welcomed folks to come and play in 
Peoria; and they came.  
 

Editor’s Note:   Norm is a True 
Crime Writer, Peoria Historian 

and monthly contributor to 
ADVENTURE SPORTS 

OUTDOORS asomagazine.com. 
Email: norman.kelly@sbcglobal.net

Madison Theater . . . continued

Ticket booth at Madison. 
Photo courtesy of Peoria 

Historical Society 

Peyton Shockley and Ronnie Austin enjoy a fish fry from the 
bass and bluegill they caught in a Missouri pond.
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 HOT WATER BASS TACTICS
Trigger more Summertime Bass

By: Colby Simms with: Ray Simms & Dereck Dirschuweit
Photos by: The Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 Summertime bass fishing can be 
incredible. Warm water temperatures 
increase fish metabolism and cause 
them to feed often. But, when waters 
get hot, outside the bass’ optimal 
temperature range, fishing can get 
tricky at times, especially when 
weather changes throw the fish off 
the bite. We’ll talk about how to best 
take advantage of what summer has to 
offer the bass angler, and some tricks 
for dealing with tough conditions and 
slow fishing in the heat.

*Hot Bite
 When the bite is on and fishing 
is hot in the heat of summer, it often 
seems like anything will catch bass, 
and sometimes this is true. But it is 
during these times that anglers should 
stick to aggressive tactics, and a fast 
power fishing approach, in order 
to maximize time on the water and 
take full advantage of the optimal 
conditions that Mother Nature has 
sent your way. I’m not saying that we 
don’t employ fast fishing during poor 
conditions, because sometimes we 
do just that, but fishing fast is almost 
always the best way to go when the 

bite is hot. Getting a lure in front of 
as many fish as possible in the period 
of time that you have, will usually 
put more and bigger fish in the boat, 
during good conditions in summer. 
 Unless it becomes obvious, that 
concentrations of fish are bunched up 
tight in certain areas, covering water is 
best. Run from spot to spot as fast as 
possible, and then stay on the trolling 
motor once you’re there, to zip up and 
down the structures quickly. Choose 
fast moving lures, like tighter wiggling 
shallow to mid depth crank baits and 
minnow baits that can be fished fast, 
lipless cranks, long arm multi blade 
spinner baits with willow and hatchet 
blades, the heavier sizes of vibrating 
blade baits, and heavy compact jigging 
spoons with a high rate of fall. Buzz 
baits, buzz frogs, torpedos, and other 
prop style top water lures can also be 
fished quickly to cover water in hurry, 
when summer bass are active. In this 
instance, it’s all about the number of 
casts that you can make.

*Slow Bite
 Things aren’t always as simple 
when the bite gets tough. Sometimes, 

Guide & fishing pro Colby Simms 
lifts a big summer smallmouth bass.

The author releases a 
7 pound 2 ounce largemouth.
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H&H Fish & Seafood
CARRY OUT OR DINE IN!

FRESH, FROZEN OR FRIED:
FISH • SEAFOOD • CHICKEN

Scored Buffalo, Catfish, Walleye,
(Fish Fried by the Pound), Flathead,

Jumbo Frog Legs, Alligator, Clam Strips,
Fantail Shrimp, Calamari, Breaded 

Oysters, Smoked Fish, Turtle, 
Chicken Wings, Gizzards, 
HM Tenderloins & More 309-543-0062

Winter Hours:
Tues – Sat 12:00pm – 6:00pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

401 E. Dearborn St., Havana, IL 
(across from McDonald’s)

COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, bass and billfish tournament champ and multiple 
circuit championship title holder, record holding guide, public speaker, award winning 
international writer and network TV & radio personality, and Owner of Colby Simms 

Outdoors LLC, offering custom lures & tackle, professional promotions, media services, 
seminars, and guided trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, Mexico 

& Costa Rica at: www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 
colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.com

the same high-speed power fishing 
approach works well for neutral and 
even inactive summertime bass, such 
as when a cold front rolls through, or a 
water experiences exceptionally high 
fishing and boating pressure, while 
temperatures climb extremely high. 
After all, speed can be a powerful 
trigger to force fish to strike, by 
preying on their instincts. 
 A high-speed approach should 
always be tried first, since this is 
so often the most effective fishing 
method for hooking up, when it will 
work. As a full-time charter guide 
and fishing pro for most of my adult 
life, I’ve learned that you have to 
be prepared to zig when everyone 
else zags. Most of my tournament 
victories and high finishes have been 
taken with power fishing tactics, but 
not all. While this strategy usually 
prevails on waters away from home, 
fine tuning is easier on a home lake 

and one approach may equal another. 
When the speed game fails, it’s time 
to dig into our bag of tricks, and in 
the hottest portions of summer, we 
sometimes need a big bag of tricks, 
in order to get a big bag of bass. 
 Sometimes, going in the opposite 
direction, and slowing down the 
presentation becomes the hot ticket. 
Slow rolling spinner baits is a hot 
summer pattern. When you need to 
fish in deeper water, willows and 
hatchets are still the blades of choice, 
but for neutral and even negative 
summer bass in the shallows, slowly 
crawling Colorado or Indiana bladed 
spinners through cover produces 
some monsters in the heat. Likewise, 
slow cranking produces some big bass 
when they’re off. 
 Going vertical with jigs and 
Texas rigged soft plastics can also be 
deadly here, even in large sizes, and 

allows for the slowest presentation 
possible, even dead sticking if need 
be. Carolina rigs also shine, as the 
separation of the weight and soft 
bait, allows for a very natural and 
subtle look. The heavy weight also 
gets down and holds the bottom well. 
Downsizing to small spinner baits, 
jigs, and crank baits works too, and 
wacky rigging or drop shot fishing 
finesse plastics is another from the 
bag of tough bite summer tricks. 

*Get Out There
 I remember as a kid, the 

anticipation of summer. As spring 
continued on, I felt more and more 
like I couldn’t spend even one more 
minute in a classroom. The visions of 
all of those gloriously long summer 
days, of swimming and skiing and 
snorkeling, of hunting and hiking 
and boating and camping, and most 
of all, fishing, enveloped my mind 
and consumed my every thought. 
Summer is upon us my friends! Let 
the childlike excitement of the season 
take you onto the water and into the 
wilderness. What are you waiting for? 
Get out there…

Guide & fishing pro Ray Simms 
displays another nice summer bass.
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By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits

(309) 694-1774

FROG FISHING BASICS
parabolic bend teamed with a high speed 
9:0 to 1 baitcast reel and 65 lb. Braided 
line. The second rod combo is a 7’6” 
extra heavy fast action rod with a baitcast 
reel in the 6:3 to 1 range, also spooled 
with 65 lb. Braided line.
 The heavy action parabolic rod 
handles the bulk of my frog fishing. I use 
the parabolic slower action rod because 
my hook set tends to be very fast and 
aggressive. The slower and slightly 
lighter action of this rod allows for a much 
higher hook up ratio. The heavy action 
rod is used for open water and moderate 
cover situations. The 9:0 to 1 reel is great 
for this rod. It’s designed so you can pick 
up the slack quickly and catch up to a fast 
moving post spawn female as she heads 
straight for you. I use my 7’6” extra 
heavy rod for the “slop.” Here you will 
need all the power your rod can give you. 
Teamed with the 6:3 to 1 reel for a little 
extra power you will be able to set the 
hook and skip the fish across the mat or 
pin it to the canopy allowing you to go in 
and get her in your boat.
 I only use 65 lb. Braided line when 
frog fishing. I have never lost a fish due 
to line failure using the frog with the 
Braided line. The big braided line is 
100% necessary when fishing a frog. It 

 It’s now post spawn during early 
summer. The water is warm and big 
bass are feeding often. Some of the most 
exciting fishing you could ever have is 
happening right now. Top water frog 
fishing! With a little patience, the right 
equipment and some tips and tactics I’m 
going to provide you in this article, you 
will be ready to do battle with those big 
fish from heavy cover in shallow water.

The Right Tools For The Job
 When I’m frog fishing I use two 
different rod and reel combos. The first is 
a 7’6” heavy action rod that has almost a 

is super strong to deal with heavy cover, 
big fish, and does not stretch so you can 
drive the hooks home. I suggest keeping 
at least two big felt pen markers in the 
boat to color your line to make the line 
less visible to bass in the water. I use one 
black and one green depending on the 
situation. Use a razor blade to put a slice 
in the tip of the felt pen so that your braid 
will pull into it and you can run the marker 
up and down the line easier. I color 3 to 
4 feet of above my frog with the marker, 
sometimes alternating between the black 
and green colors. I have found that this 
gets me a few more bites by allowing for 
better camouflage in the water.

Frog Choices
 The River to Sea Bully Wa and 
Snag Proof are my two favorite hollow 
bodied frogs. I believe the Bully Wa is 
the closest thing to a ready “out of the 
package” frog, but the colors offered 
by Snag Proof are a must have if you 
want to be fully prepared for whatever 
situation/cover you are presented with. 
Success can be had with almost any frog 
sold on the market today. I just prefer 
the ones I mentioned.
 There are two ways to set up your 
frogs depending on the cover you 

intend to fish. When I open the box 
I determine if I will set it up for open 
water and moderate cover, or for fishing 
the mat, hydrilla and other very dense 
floating vegetation. Make sure you mark 
your frogs accordingly once you have 
determined where they will be used 
when fishing. After I determine their use, 
I will then modify them as I see fit. First, 
I trim the rubber tails at a slight angle 
from the end of the legs up towards the 
body creating a feathering effect. Next, 
I will add small 4 or 5 BB’s and a few 
glass beads inside the body so the frog 
will just barely sink into the surface, and 
adds a little noise. This helps the bait 
make some sound and leaves a better 
trail in the mat and keeps the bait down 

2005 GMC Yukon SLT - $6,500 Special
• 5.L V8
• 4WD
• 4dr
• Tan cloth interior
• 144,347 Miles

2005 Ford F-150 - $6,500 Special
• 4.6L V84dr • SuperCrew
• XLT  • RWD
• Styleside • 5.5ft SB
• 162,462 Miles

2009 Ford F-350 Super Duty - $9,500 Special
• 6.8L V10
• Automatic
• 4x4
• 4 Door
• 214,328 Miles

Bully Wa Frogs
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when a fish “blows” through the mat 
after it. If there is intense light out I will 
color the light colored belly of frog with 
a felt marker just enough to break up 
the bait’s silhouette. The majority of the 
time I will throw an all black frog on top 
of floating mats. This frog is ready for 
the slop with no modification other than 
the BB’s and beads. 
 Trimming the tails the same way 
for open water frogs will help the frog 
“walk”. You can also add a couple 
plastics beads to the inside of the body 
for sound. I like to use small beads my 
wife gets from a craft store. In order to 
increase my hook up ratio I use a pair 
of good pliers to bend each one of the 
hooks up to clear the small humps in the 
back of the frog. I do this so the hooks 
will not foul into the body of the bait 
during a hook set. However, you must be 
careful when doing this that you do not 
make the bait fully non-weedless. To add 

color and help mimic Bluegill or other 
forage I often add a few strands of white 
or orange round rubber to the tails using 
a needle to thread them trough. Finally, I 
tend to get creative with felt pens on my 
open water frogs. I use several different 
colors when coloring the bottom of 
a frog to look like different forms of 
forage and to break up the silhouette the 
frog puts off. Most of Mother Nature’s 
frogs have spots and different styles of 
lines on their bellies. They are not just 
green, brown, or yellow. The Snag Proof 
frog colors I always have with me are 
cicada, sparrow, red/black, the wild 
bullfrog, mink, and bobby’s perfect 
white. Nothing against “Tweety” but 
think of how many fisherman you see 
with that same color tied on one of their 
rods. I will generally have three different 
colors on for different conditions and to 
feel the fish out to see what color they 
are eating the best. I also use scent on 
my frogs, yes I said scent. It will leave 
a scent trail in the water and acts as a 
lubricant so that when a big fish eats 
the frog it slides easier inside the fish’s 
mouth when setting the hook. This also 
allows for better hook penetration.

Froggy Water
 Now we have the right rods, reels, 
and frogs. Let’s get down and dirty with 
what to look for. The mats are easy to 
see and fish, what separates a good mat 
from a bad mat is hard to see! A good mat 
has deep water nearby and a good food 

source within. Depth is always relative; 
in the north end of Clear Lake a two foot 
drop somewhere close to the mat will do 
the job, in the main body look for a mat 
near a primary ledge that often lines the 
levees. You will have to train your eyes 
to see baitfish because your electronics 
are useless in shallow water with heavy 
cover. Listen for the small sucking sounds 
Bluegill often make under a mat, as well 
as schools of bait roaming nearby. These 
are “live areas” that have bait and bass.

A weed mat is a living thing
 The mat will often become most 
active in the middle of the day when the 
sun is high, the mats give off oxygen and 
provide more shade as it grows. This is 
why you will get a greater number of 
better bites through a mat from mid-
day till early evening while the mat is 
active and full of life. Always look for 
duck weed (small thin mats of little red 
leaves), hippie grass and hydrilla. Bass 
use these weeds as much, if not more, 
than normal “mats.”
 Open water is the most over looked 
aspect of frog fishing. These baits catch 
giant bass in small tulle pockets, between 
weed lines and the bank or also known 
as the buffer zone, trees, brush and the 
underside of docks. Some of my very 
best froggin’ days have been in these 
open pockets near heavy cover. Again, I 

look for a small depth change to give the 
fish comfort and look for areas that are 
alive with bait fish and other wildlife. 
These are fertile areas bass like to live in 
and ambush prey from. Fish the points 
and small pockets near these places, the 
biggest fish get the best cover in these 
areas. One of the best locations within 
these pockets is one where there is a 
single log in the back of the pocket near 
a point that has a little depth or current. 
BINGO! Big fish.
 During the post spawn period 
vertical cover is very important. This is 
one place where big females, recovering 
from the spawn, can simply move up 
to feed and then back down for shelter. 
Bass tend to recover from the spawn 
suspended, near areas that are shallow 
and filled with Bluegill and other 
baitfish. This makes it easier to catch 
them on a frog. Any body of water that 
has heavy cover will produce frog fish. 
Many times in reservoirs you can find 
floating debris mats, flooded willows, 
and other brush, small weed patches or 
algae blooms. All these different types 
of cover will hold fish. Even bridge 
pilings and bluff walls will give up frog 
fish. In many lakes during a low water 
year and during the fall draw down old 
timber lines will come out of the water 
creating great frog opportunities.
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The mechanics of frog fishing
 You will always hear anglers talk 
about how they lost a big fish using the 
frog, or about how many fish they missed. 
Practicing good mechanics will put a lot 
of those missed fish in the boat.The first 
thing is the rod and reel you pick. As I 
said earlier, I use a slightly lighter action 
rod because of my hook set. If you have a 
fast aggressive hook set you should use a 
similar rod. Now is the time to be honest 
with yourself, if you have a slower less 
aggressive hook set, then use the heavier 
action fast rod to compensate for your 
hook set while fishing open water. When 
using a frog, it is necessary to set the 
hook hard in order to bury the hooks and 
get the bass moving away from the cover. 
Using these rod tips will help with a lot of 
the missed fish.
 The timing of the hook set is critical. 
You will hear a lot of guys talking about 
waiting until you feel the weight of the 
fish to swing. I disagree with this; you 
will end up missing several fish. The 
only time I will pause to feel a fish is 
when fishing very thick mats. Evaluate 
the strike and set the hook accordingly. 
What I mean by this is if a fish blows up 
on the bait in an open pocket and is very 
aggressive, set the hook immediately. 
There is a ninety percent chance that the 

fish has the bait deep in its mouth based 
upon how aggressively it hit the bait. Fish 
in the four to ten pound range will rarely 
miss the bait. If they decide to exert the 
extra energy, they make sure that they get 
something for it. If you were to wait to 
feel the fish, there’s a good chance it will 
have already spit out the bait, or will be 
in the process of spitting out the bait, and 
you will barely skin hook the fish. A big 
fish can inhale and exhale the bait in less 
than one second. When a fish just rolls 
on the frog I try to visually see the frog 
and determine if it has the bait or not. 
When a fish misses the bait I throw in a 
follow up bait. I use a senko if the fish 
was sluggish and just rolled on the frog. 
If the fish was aggressive and missed, I 
throw my frog right back to her. These 
shallow fish are hot and ready to fight, 
don’t give them a chance to spit the bait 
and be gone. Evaluate the strike and 
swing accordingly, and don’t stop reeling 
till the fish is in the net.
 Casting is key! Short accurate casts 
catch more fish than firing a long cast and 
making a huge splash. Be sure to present 
your frog quietly into the water and 
always be prepared. A lot of these fish 
will eat your frog as soon as it touches 
the water. Be ready for this and make 
sure to engage your reel immediately so 
you can set the hook as soon as that fish 
eats the frog. Try practicing roll casts and 

pitching in your back yard. These two 
casts I’ve found to be the most effective 
for shallow water targets.
 I use a double Palomar knot for 
all my frog fishing. I believe this is 
the strongest knot out there! The only 
difference between a double Palomar and 
a regular Palomar is doubling the line 
up while tying it. Normally you would 
go through the eye of the hook the back 
through making the loop for the over 
hand knot, with the double Palomar you 
would go through the eye once, back 
through and repeat this step one more 
time so your line has been quadrupled 
before actually tying the knot. This is a 
painstaking process and does use more 
line than normal; however this knot will 
not break no matter how hard you set the 
hook. Leave about a quarter inch of tag 
line off the knot after tying it. Braid will 
continue to cinch itself down even after a 
couple hook sets, if you trim the excess 
braid right at the knot it will cinch up 
when setting the hook and slip out of its 
self resulting in a lost fish.
 Rod positioning is very critical. I 
always keep my rod tip pointed at the 
water directly in front of me, about 4 to 8 
inches off the water. The rod positioning 
is important for the action you are 
giving the frog as well as allowing a 
good position for a powerful hook set. I 
don’t have to waste time reeling up slack 

line to have my rod tip down to make 
a hookset, the rod is already positioned 
to set the hook! Never get caught with 
your rod out of position to the side of 
your body or pointed up when a fish 
hits, you will not be able to penetrate 
the hooks and miss almost every fish. 
Practice engaging your reel quickly and 
immediately getting the rod into the 
right position as soon as the frog hits 
water. Practice until it becomes second 
nature so you are never caught off guard.
 Throwing frogs can be very 
rewarding for numbers and big fish. 
The next time you’re throwing the frog 
remember these tips and I promise they 
will help you put a few more fish in the 
boat! Always remember that confidence 
is everything and bass fishing is seventy 
five percent mental. Think outside of 
the box and do what works for you. My 
way of fishing or any other way may 
not be right for you, these are simply 
tips and guide lines that work for me… 
fundamentals that you can tweak or twist 
in a way that will work best for you! Stop 
at the local bait shop and pick up some 
Snag Proof frogs and some River to Sea 
frogs along with heavy braided line and 
go have some fun! Until next month, 
Good Luck, Good Fishing and hope to 
see you on the water somewhere!

Frog Fishing Basics . . . continued
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WINONA, MO – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
will host a free women’s Archery and 
Crossbow Workshop Saturday, July 
20, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., at Twin 
Pines Conservation Education Center 
(CEC) near Winona. MDC Outdoor 
Skills Specialist Travis Mills said space 
is limited, so registration is required 
at www.mdc.mo.gov/ozarkevents.
 The women-only program is 
for ages 16 and up. The information 
will focus on bow and crossbow 
terminology, shooting techniques, 

safety and maintenance, before 
attendees spend time on the archery 
range gaining experience at bullseye 
and three-dimensional targets.
 “Archery is an activity that anyone 
can enjoy,” Mills said. “This workshop 
will provide a comfortable environment 
to learn about archery and build skills 
that will lead to years of opportunities 
to enjoy the outdoors.”
 Mills said attendees should 
dress appropriately for an outdoor 
experience, including close-toed shoes. 
All equipment will be provided. Contact 

Travis Mills for more information 
at (417)255-9561 ext. 4756 or 
via email at travis.mills@mdc.
mo.gov(link sends e-mail). 
Registration is required at www.
mdc.mo.gov/ozarkevents.
 Twin Pines CEC is located 
one mile east of Winona along 
U.S. Highway 60. A full list of 
nature programs offered at Twin 
Pines, along with information 
about the facility is at www.mdc.
mo.gov/twinpines.
 Learn more about archery 
and find other archery specific 
events at https://nature.mdc.
m o . g o v / d i s c o v e r - n a t u r e /
activities/archery.

Archery can be practiced at various times 
of the year for hunting, or even bow fishing. 
Although many use it for hunting, it’s also a 
competitive sport and recreational activity.
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MDC: RESPECT, NOT FEAR, IS BEST WHEN 
IT COMES TO SNAKE ENCOUNTERS
By Candice Davis
CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO – Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
naturalists say snakes have a vital role in the 
wild and have tips to share on how to avoid 
negative snake encounters. Protective 
footwear, being aware of the surroundings 
and learning to identify snake species are 
the first steps toward protecting yourself as 
well as resident snakes.
 “Snakes get a bad reputation because 
people tend to be afraid of them,” said 
Jamie Koehler, assistant manager at 
MDC’s Cape Girardeau Conservation 
Nature Center. “However, they’re 
protected in our state because they’re so 
valuable and if we learn to identify and 
respect them, they’re no trouble.”
 Few Missourians realize that all 
native Missouri snakes are protected. 
The Wildlife Code of Missouri treats 
snakes, lizards, and most turtles as 
nongame. This means that there is no 
open season on these animals, and it 
is technically unlawful to kill them. 
There is a realistic exception, however: 
when a venomous snake is in close 
association with people, which could 
result in someone being bitten.
 “We hope more people realize that 
snakes are interesting, valuable, and, for 
the most part, harmless,” Koehler said.
 Contrary to popular belief, snakes do 
not go looking for people to bite. In fact, 
snakes are afraid of people. With that in 
mind, Koehler said there are simple rules 
people can follow to reduce chances of 
interacting with snakes in the wild.
 First, know where snakes tend to 
be, such as in swamps, marshes and 
bluffs, so you can watch out for them. 
Second, wear protective footwear when 
in areas where snakes tend to be. Thick 
leather or rubber boots, or high-top 
hiking shoes will protect feet, ankles 
and lower legs. Third, never place hands 
under rocks or logs, and don’t step over 
rocks or logs.
 “It’s best to step on the rock or log 
first, then go over, so you don’t frighten 
a resting snake,” Koehler said.
 Next, step lively when hiking. Look 
over the ground, around large rocks or 
logs. Lastly, Koehler said learning to 
identify venomous and nonvenomous 
snakes is a valuable skill. Only six of 
the 49 snake species native to Missouri 

are venomous. Harmless snakes have 
round pupils, where venomous snakes 
have elliptical shaped pupils. 
 “Venomous snakes have a 
characteristic sensory pit located between 
the eye and nostril of each side of the head, 
which is fairly easy to see,” Koehler said. 
“They also have well developed fangs on 
the front of their upper jaw.”
 However, Koehler said the best 
method to avoid interacting with a 
venomous snake, is to leave all snakes 
in the wild alone.
 “Snakes don’t want to be around 
us in the wild and though it may be 
tempting to try to get a close look, that’s 
not a safe thing to do,” she said.
Koehler added that a safe place to get 
a close look at several snake species 
native to Missouri is the Cape Girardeau 
Conservation Nature Center, located in 
Cape County Park North.
 “At the nature center, we have both 
venomous and nonvenomous snakes 
to view and we also have the center’s 
famous two-head black rat snake on 
display,” she said. “Leave the snake 
interactions to your trip to the nature 
center and avoid them in the wild.”
 Snakes play an important role in 
controlling rodent populations, and they 
also serve as a food source for other 

wildlife, such as hawks, owls, mink, 
skunks, and herons. Some snakes even 
eat other snakes. Kingsnakes, which are 
immune to the venom of our venomous 
snakes, will kill and consume them if 
given the opportunity. Although many of 
our harmless snakes will bite to defend 
themselves, usually their bite produces 
nothing more than simple scratches.
 More information about snakes can 
be found at https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/
discover-nature/general-species-

information/amphibian-and-reptile-
facts/snake-facts. More information 
about the Cape Girardeau Conservation 
Nature Center can be found at www.
mdc.mo.gov/capenaturecenter.

Kingsnakes, which are immune 
to the venom of native venomous 

snakes, will kill and consume them 
if given the opportunity.
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MDC OFFERS HELP KEEPING UNWANTED 
TREES AND SHRUBS OUT OF GRASSLANDS
By  Bill Graham
SEDALIA, MO – Unwanted trees and 
shrubs can become an invasive nuisance 
in grasslands managed for wildlife, native 
plants, or cattle forage. Keeping prairies 
and grazing or haying meadows open 
for maximum benefits is a challenge for 
property managers. The challenge has 
been greater in recent decades in Missouri. 
Above average rainfall and rising carbon 
dioxide levels in the atmosphere are 
boosting shrub and tree growth at the 
expense of grasses and wildflowers, experts 
said recently at a workshop sponsored by 
the Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) in Sedalia.
 Recognizing that too many trees and 
shrubs are changing a grassland’s ecology 
and removing or reducing them early 
in their growth is important, said Max 
Alleger, MDC wildlife ecologist. MDC is 
addressing the problem on public prairies, 
but staff can also offer expertise and 
guidance about cost-share programs for 
private landowners managing grasslands.
 “It’s easier to prevent problems, and 
cheaper, than it is to remediate,” Alleger 
said. “If you don’t get on it, you might 

have a problem you never recover from.”
 Less than one-tenth of one percent of 
Missouri’s native prairie remains in scattered 
remnants. They hold beautiful and diverse 
plant species, which also support endangered, 
threatened, or dwindling grassland wildlife 
species, from prairie-chickens to regal 
fritillary butterflies. So, the people who 
manage public and private prairies work to 
keep the original ecological systems intact. 
Similarly, landowners managing native and 
non-native grasslands for forage need to keep 
unwanted trees and shrubs from reducing 
grasses and forbs nutritious for livestock.
 The species and scope of unwanted 
woody vegetation cover can vary. So, 
professional land managers use a variety 
of approaches to control problems.
 Prescribed fire is a proven and relatively 
inexpensive tool for reducing unwanted 
growth, as native grasses and wildflowers 
evolved with fire. Their growth is often 
boosted by a prescribed burn, while woody 
stems are retarded or killed.
 Some large patches of shrubby growth 
may create moist soil and vegetation 
conditions that make fire ineffective. 

Mechanical equipment that can cut, chip, or 
shred growth can quickly eliminate a patch. 
Applying follow up prescribed burns in 
following years can keep growth at bay.
 Cattle rubbing on large trees or 
hanging out for shade can reduce vegetation 
under the tree and thus leave less fuel for 
fire, making fire ineffective in killing trees. 
They will need to be cut down or killed. 
Contractors with special equipment may 
need to be hired to eliminate large groves.
 Some native shrubs such as varieties 
of sumac, wild plum, or dogwood can 
begin choking out grasses and wildflowers 
if left unchecked. Professional land 
managers often use herbicide treatments 
with special equipment and seasonal 
timing to reduce their prevalence while not 
harming desirable plants. 
 The grasses, wildflowers, trees, and 
shrubs have competed through the ages for 
the intake of soil nutrients, water, and 
sunlight that will enable them to dominate 
an area. Humans altered factors in that 
battle by eliminating wildfire and removing 
some herbivores such as elk and bison from 
the landscape. Thus, people now apply 

management practices to maintain grassland 
ecology. That requires time and money.
 Weather is making grassland 
management more challenging, experts say.
 Pat Guinan, Missouri state 
climatologist, said more than a century 
of climate data shows the state is 
experiencing unprecedented warming 
and rainfall trends. The growing season 
has been extended by two weeks. 
Despite some years with drought in some 
regions, an overall trend of above average 
rainfall is occurring in growing seasons. 
Evapotranspiration processes, sunlight 
removing moisture from soil and plants, 
has held down extreme high temperatures 
in summer, but that same humidity has 
elevated minimum temperatures at night.
Elevated carbon dioxide levels in the 
atmosphere are also boosting seedling 
growth of trees and shrubs, according 
to research conducted by Kansas State 
University at Konza Prairie. Tree 
encroachment can alter hydrology and 
reduce soil moisture and water levels 
in streams, said Jesse Nippert, biology 
professor at Kansas State.
 The combined weather and atmospheric 
factors are helping shrubs and trees become 
more prolific invaders of grasslands, Alleger 
said, increasing the need for vigilance and 
controls by land managers.
 For assistance in controlling woody 
vegetation in grasslands, call your local MDC 
office or visit https://mdc.mo.gov/property.
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FLEER IS CRANKBAIT ARTIST
By Bill Cooper
 Artistry 
c o n t i n u e s 
to play an 
i n c r e a s e d 
role in 
the bait’s 
f i s h e r m e n 

purchase for their fishing arsenals. 
Check any bass angler’s tackle boxes 
and you will find lures that span the 
colors of the rainbow and more.
 “Eye appeal is a big thing to bass 
fishermen,” said Justin Fleer, owner 
of Oak Grove Custom Baits. “If a 
bait looks good, with great details and 
bright colors, fishermen are more likely 
to buy it.”
 It may all go back to the old adage 
that sprouted when outdoor products 
companies began flooding the markets 
with dozens of new fishing baits every 
year back in the 1960’s. It became a 
common thread among fishermen that 
many of the new lures were being created 
to catch fishermen rather than fish.
 Regardless, the flood of baits to 
hit the markets each year is in its fifth 

decade. “New baits are still popular 
with fishermen, particularly bass 
fishermen,” Fleer said. “I think it 
comes down to eye appeal.”
 New fishermen can be overwhelmed 
by the vast amount of baits out there on 
the market today. Thousands of baits in 
all kinds of shapes, colors and designs 
are available. The pages of fishing 
catalogues and store isles are loaded 
with choices. 
 Tommy Bench, owner of 
Gasconade River Guide Service, 
concurs with Fleer. “There are so 
many baits available anymore that it 
is crazy,” Bench said. “And the best 
lures are made of durable material and 
are extremely detailed in their design. 
Many look like they could swim off.”
 Anglers may smile at the colors 
and fancy designs available, but few 
are smiling after looking at the price 
tags attached to many lure designs. 
Crankbaits and jerkbaits, commonly 
used by bass fishermen start at about a 
five-dollar bill, and many approach the 
twenty dollar range. 

 “Costs of specialty baits have 
approached $100,” Bench said. “The 
Japanese made such a bait a few years ago 
and American anglers bought them so fast 
that production couldn’t keep up.”
 I can’t imagine losing a $100 bait. 
Snorkeling gear has become more 
standard in bass boats for sure.
 “I began painting my own baits a 
couple of years ago, because of the rising 
costs of crankbaits and stick baits,” 
Fleer said. “They are so expensive, and 
every fisherman wants to have a lot of 
baits in his tackle bags.”
 All one has to do to verify Fleer’s 
statement is attend a major bass fishing 
tournament on one of the big lakes in 

the country. Noted bass anglers such as 
Kevin VanDam and dozens of others 
sport multiple bags and boxes of the 
latest and greatest in bass fishing baits. 
It’s a serious marketing strategy.
 And it works, according to both 
Bench and Fleer. “Bass anglers are 
homed in on what the major leaguer’s 
fish,” Bench said. “The big guys in bass 
fishing can win a major tournament 

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE MARINA
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Oct 10-13
MercerPumpkinRunRally.com

Justin Fleer’s crankbaits are made in 
the most popular bass fishing colors.

Fleer began making baits a 
couple of years ago to avoid the 

high cost of baits. Now it’s a 
money making adventure.
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with a prototype lure, and the presses 
are making those baits immediately,” 
Fleer stated. “Companies know 
anglers are going to buy them by the 
thousands.”
 Like a lot of small outdoor 
products companies, Fleer works out 
of his garage at his home in Oak Grove, 
Missouri. “It all started as a money 
saving deal on my part,” Fleer said. “I 
was tired of paying the high prices for 
hard baits.”
 Fleer utilizes an air brush to paint 
incredible designs on the lure blanks 
he purchases. “I have a whole set of 
stencils I use to create the designs on 
the baits,” he said. 
 What began as a money saving 
move for Fleer turned into what he 
calls a serious hobby. “I love painting 
the lures,” he said. “It began as a great 
way for me to relax, but it is something 
I enjoy so much, it began taking more 
and more time. And now I’m selling 
them to friends.”
 Marvin Malone, a well known 
area bass fisherman introduced me to 
Fleer at Little Prairie Lake a few weeks 
ago. Malone had enjoyed an incredible 

morning of bass fishing. I was in the 
process of photographing him with a 
7 1/2-pound largemouth when Fleer 
pulled his boat into the dock. 
 You’ve got to meet this guy,” 
Malone said. “He’s not only a great bass 
fisherman, he makes some of the best-
looking crankbaits I’ve ever seen.”
 After introductions and an hour 
of fishing tales being tossed around 
among us, Fleer went to his truck and 
returned with several trays of baits. I’ve 
seen thousands of manufactured lures 
in my decades of bass fishing, made by 
mass manufacturers, and some made by 
individual bass fishermen.
 I immediately liked what I saw 
in Fleer’s boxes. It quickly became 
obvious that Fleer was indeed a serious 
bass angler. His color designs and 
patterns followed the mentality of an 
experienced angler who knows what 
bass like. I felt confident that I could 
randomly pull a bait from Fleer’s 
collection, hit the water and begin 
catching bass.
 The advantage of Fleer’s collection 
is huge time savings. Anglers will not 
have to spend hours scouring through 

multiple pages of catalogues and store 
isles to select baits that work. If a 
bait is in Fleer’s offerings, I’d bet my 
favorite bass rod that they will work.
 Fleer does offer an incredible 
array of patterns and colors. However, 
his favorite color is orange. Personally, 

I’d have to go with the standard green 
and brown crawdad colors that bring 
his baits to life. 
 Check Justin Fleer’s Custom baits 
out on Facebook. He’s definitely the 
Piccaso of crankbaits in the Ozarks.

Fourteen-year-old Jaydin Cooper 
hoists a hefty bass caught 

on a private lake in Missouri

Cardiac Mountain Outfitters guide 
Damon Spurgeon shows off a 

22-inch smallmouth caught on a 
Floyd Fly from the Meramec River
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LET’S GO FISHING
By Crystal Routley

 So, the day went something like 
this. We had two of the three kids with 
us at home. The other kid was already 
at Aunt Jo’s house, which was our 
intended destination. We had decided 
to go fishing with the Kayak’s. 
 The girls only argued about who 
got to use which kayak for about two 
minutes. So, not bad for sisters. Then 
they were reminded, they don’t have 
kayaks. The kayaks were bought for 
my husband and I. So, then we had to 
find the fishing poles. Now mind you, 
these girls are old enough to know 
who’s fishing pole is who’s and how 
to carefully load them into the truck, 
along with the right tackle boxes. So, 
I just let it happen. I did ask if they got 
the night crawlers and the wax worms 

out of the garage fridge. “Oh, are the 
wax worms the little white ones?” 
It dawns on McCayla to ask. “Yep! 
Those are wax worms.” I replied. 
Which got the response from her of 
“Oh I thought they would look waxy.”
 I’m not at all sure what “waxy” 
is supposed to look like, because my 
husband and I were too busy laughing 
to ask. Now remember, the girls are 
in charge of loading the truck. As we 
get rolling down the road, I asked 
some question but apparently not the 
right ones. Once we got to the lake, 
I lowered the tail gate and realized 
they had indeed packed everyone’s 
personal fishing poles. Although, 
mine was my Abu Garcia Bait caster. 
Not ideal for bobber fishing on a small 
lake, which is what I intended to do. 
But they did pack my tackle box, so I 
had all the gear to change out the lure 
into a bobber and hook set up. 
 If you grew up the way I did, with 
bait caster in hand, then bobber fishing 
with it isn’t so bad, but it’s not ideal. I 
have learned to value of the “Walmart 
zebco”. There is usually no bird nest 
to untangle with each cast. Now when 
I was a kid, I fished everyday with my 
Abu and hardly got a nest, but now 
I’m a little rusty. So it wasn’t long and 

with the fish not 
biting, I gave in 
and switched back 
to a purple worm 
lure. But with no 
real weight on the 
line, you guessed 
it! More bird nests. 
Fun. The fish still 
weren’t biting, but 
it may have been 
the fact that there 
was a water/paddle/
sister battle happening across the lake. 
So yep. I put the fishing pole down 
and took pictures.
 The words the girls were yelling 

Oh Look! Andy caught a fish in all that splashing

Lexi finally Jumped in!

at each other I couldn’t here, but the 
smiles and laughs said it all. Two 
sisters and two kayaks and they were 
having the time of their lives, making 
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memories. It wasn’t but about a ten 
minute “party”, because they were 
both soaked through their clothes and 
wanted to dump out the water in the 
kayaks. So, then Lexi decided that 
swimming might be fun. She turns 
to me with a smile like a cat who had 
caught a mouse. “Can I swim in the 
lake?” I didn’t hesitate. I nodded my 
head and told her yes. She grinned at 
me and looked back at the lake, then 
looked back at me. “Really?” She 
asked. “Yep.” I told her. “Jump in 
or I can throw you in.” She waited I 
little longer. Deciding to just put her 
feet in. “There’s fish in here right?” 
She asked as she wiggled her toes in 
the water. “Some of us do go fishing 
here, so it would figure that yes, there 
are fish in here.” I told her. She was 

not impressed with my logical and 
informative answer.
 So, after some more questions and 
a few looks at the lake she jumped in! 
Her older brother watched and shook 
his head. I asked him what he was 
waiting for. “I don’t have my goggles 
and I’m not wearing shorts.” He replied 
and I blinked. To myself I’m thinking 
how did this boy grow up out here 
and become so uppity? I said to him. 
“And? Why is that stopping you?” 
He didn’t reply, but you could tell it 
bothered him that his baby sister was 
happily swimming around, and he was 
almost too scared to get in. So, once 
he worked up the courage, both were 
swimming, with the oldest learning 
how out of shape he is from college. 
 From the bantering I heard, 
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there are plans to jump in again this 
summer. I think I even heard the 
oldest one mention using a weed eater 
near the edge, so it will be easier to 
get in and out. I laugh and get all 
choked up at the same time. I laugh 
because the oldest is finally learning 
simple fun, not video games, can be 
the most fun and perhaps his sisters 

are not as bad as he once thought. I 
get choked up because I’m a mom 
and all three of my kids are in the 
same lake, not yelling at each other 
or arguing. Simply enjoying life and 
making memories. So our day of 
fishing didn’t turn out to be filled with 
much fishing, but it sure was fun. I 
can’t wait for more summertime fun.

She’s chasing down her dad! Dad stop playing with the 
Go Pro and jump in!

The Sister Battle Off they go!
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CATCHING LAKE 
OF THE OZARKS 

BASS IN THE RAIN
by John Neporadny Jr.

 Fair-weather fishermen are missing 
out on some great opportunities to catch 
Lake of the Ozarks bass if they shy away 
from donning a rain suit and wetting a 
line on a rainy day.
 Touring pro Casey Scanlon is 
unsure if it is the dropping barometric 
pressure or rain breaking up the surface 
of the water that causes the feeding 
spree, but he knows for sure that Lake 
of the Ozarks bass are turned on by 
rain showers.  “The fish usually tend to 
be more active,” he says.   “The only 
exception would be a really cold rain-
- almost like a freezing rain-- when the 
water temperature is already cold.”
 The Lake of the Ozarks guide 
guesses it is a combination of factors 
that cause bass to bite in the rain.   
“You have the low light conditions all 
day which kind of makes the fish roam 
around feeding,” he says. “You have a 
front coming through which changes 
the barometric pressure a little bit 
and breaks up the surface of the water 
so the fish don’t see the boat as well 
and they are able to chase baits to the 
surface a little bit better.” 
 Rain runoff also activates bass, 
especially on highland reservoirs where 
rainwater runs hard down the hillsides.  
“If you get a substantial rain those fish 
know what’s going on,” Scanlon says.  
“They are in a feeding mode and they 
look towards that running water.”
 Scanlon favors using moving baits 
most of the time for fishing in the rain.  
“If the water is warm enough I always 
try a topwater of some sort whether it’s 
a walking bait or a buzz bait or a Pop R.  
I love a topwater and burning a Luck 
E Strike RC2 square bill (crankbait)    
around shallow banks in the backs of 
pockets. A spinnerbait can work well 
especially if you get some stain in 
the water. Then I will always have a 
(1/2-ounce Trophy Bass Company) jig 
on too.”
 A topwater lure is still an option 
for Scanlon even when a downpour 

roils the water’s surface.  “If you get 
a driving rain sometimes stuff like a 
(Zara) Spook or some of those subtle 
baits don’t get the attention of the bass,” 
Scanlon says.  “So in that instance I will 
throw something like a Pop R or a real 
noisy topwater like a big buzz bait that 
makes a little bit more disturbance. I am 
going to throw a topwater as long as I 
can until the fish absolutely tell me they 
don’t want to eat it because it is just fun 
to throw.”
 Cold rains in the late fall and winter 
tend to drop water temperatures and turn 
off bass, but a warm rain in the early 
spring is the prime time for Scanlon to 
don a rain suit. “That is absolutely what 
you look for is when you get a warm 
rain and a lot of it,” he says.  “That is 
the time when you want to target those 
runoff areas in the backs of creeks and 
places where it might make a water color 
change. Another good part about rain is 
sometimes it can create a mud line or a 
change in the water color that can really 

trigger the fish into eating as well.”
 A cool rain during the summer 
is also a great time to throw topwater 
baits. Scanlon notes bass move off 
the bottom during a summer rain and 
start chasing bait, so he likes to throw 
either a topwater lure or a deep-diving 
crankbait such as the Luck E Strike 
Freak to catch those roaming fish.  If 
the rain produces lots of runoff, Scanlon 
also tempts shallow bass in the backs of 
creeks with topwater lures and square-
bill crankbaits.  His favorite areas to fish 
rain runoff are steeper banks in pockets 
and small flowing creeks.  “I like a 
medium-size creek with some flow 
coming into it but I don’t like the bigger 
creeks with lots of flow like a raging 
river,” he says. 
 Fishing in the rain produces lots 
of numbers of fish and quality bass for 
Scanlon.  “Those big fish are just taking 

that opportunity to eat then,” he says.   
 The Bassmaster Open winner 
relies on Bass Pro Shops 100mph 
rain gear to keep him dry even in a 
downpour.  He wears a waterproof pair 
of wading socks and Bass Pro Shops 
Redhead waterproof boots to keep his 
feet dry.   
 For information on lodging and 
other facilities at the Lake of the Ozarks 
or to receive a free vacation guide, call 
the Lake of the Ozarks Convention 
& Visitors Bureau at 1-800-FUN-
LAKE or visit the Lake of the Ozarks 
Convention and Visitors Bureau web 
site at funlake.com.

For copies of John Neporadny’s 
THE Lake of the Ozarks Fishing 
Guide call 573/365-4296 or visit 

www.jnoutdoors.com.
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We buy, sell, trade

there was a debate over a Voter ID bill 
which would have cost each person 
$10.  That was deemed too much.  So 
why isn’t a $200, $300 or $400 FOID 
card too much?  This is going to make 
a mighty interesting court case.
 For a long time, many gun owners 
in Illinois lived under the delusion 
that whenever politicians talked 
about taking people’s guns or limiting 
access to firearms, they were talking 
about someone else, certainly not me 
or my friends.  Of course, the anti-
gun politicians made it sound that 
way.  SB1966 HCA 1 should have 
wiped away that delusion.  The fact is 
every firearm owner and their friends 
and family are in the anti-gunners’ 
crosshairs.  I would recommend 
renewing your FOID card early or 
applying for one immediately if you 
don’t yet have one.
 When the Nazis took Europe, 
the people did not stand together 
and they were picked off one by one.  
The same is true for gun owners.  All 
gun owners must stand together now 

and in the future.  This is a quote 
from Pastor Martin Niemoller who 
witnessed what happened prior to and 
during World War II. It explains it all:

First they came for the socialists, and 
I did not speak out— Because I was 

not a socialist.
Then they came for the trade 

unionists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I 
did not speak out— Because I was 

not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there 

was no one left to speak for me.

 I expect SB1966 HCA 1 to be 
called next week.  
 Please continue to call your 
Representatives and nicely voice 
your opposition.

Thanks for being a member.
If you are not an ISRA member, 

JOIN today!   See page 45 in 
this edition of ASO for complete 

information on membership.
ISRA.org

Rich Pearson . . . continued

Bob Park 
with a 12.5lb Lake 
Trout caught on his 

Birthday with 
Crorkindill 

Charters out of 
Michigan City, IN. 

Sounds like a 
great birthday 

to me. Thanks for 
sharing with ASO.
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CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

 Dang this year is going too fast, 
July is already here, where in the 
world is time going! Hey, the fishing 
has been good so far this year and I 
can’t complain. Hope you have spent 
a lot of quality time on the water and 
caught some nice fish!
 If you are going on the water this 
month make it a point to get out early 
morning or late afternoon. For best 
results if you are largemouth fishing. 
Smallmouth is a different story as the 
sun makes them bite better and being 
there early doesn’t seem to matter as 
much. If I get a choice I’m going to 
chase smallmouth, but largemouth 
fishing can also be good in July. 
Because they are schooling now and 
you can get well in a hurry when you 
find them.
 When I am smallmouth fishing,  
I look for them in 10 to 20 feet, 
sometimes even 30. One thing for 
certain is, if you find the bait you will 
find the fish. Pay attention to your 

depth finder and search in and out 
until you see bait and it’s game on!  I 
like to fish four rigs for smallmouth 
that being a tube, dropshot, Carolina 
rig, and a swim bait. With a dropshot 
I like to use a Bass Pro Shops’ 
spinning rod and reel along with 6 lbs. 
Bass Pro Shops’ fluorocarbon line 
and a weight heavy enough to keep it 
on the bottom. A variety of lures work 
from a Zoom fluke, Zoom finesse 
worm, and a Zoom speed craw. The 
main thing is to drag it slowly on the 
bottom, very seldom do I hop it. With 
a Tube, I use the same set up with a 
head heavy enough to keep it on the 
bottom and just drag along. Now with 
the Carolina rig I use a 7’ 6” Johnny 
Morris medium action rod with Bass 
Pro Shops 30 lbs braid line and again 
a heavy enough weight to keep it on 
the bottom.  Sometimes I use as much 
as two ounces, especially if windy 
conditions prevail. The two lures I 
like to use are a Zoom speed craw and 
an 8 inch Zoom  lizard. On these three 
techniques the colors I use are green 

pumpkin or June 
bug. The main key 
is to keep it on the 
bottom. Now for the 
swim bait technique 
I use a Bass Pro 
Shops’ 7’ 2” spinning 
rod and reel with 17 lbs braid, with a 
6 foot Bass Pro Shops’ fluorocarbon 
leader and an 1/8 to 3/8ounce jig head 
with a Zoom swimming super fluke Jr 
in shad pattern.  Look for shoals and 
flats, simply cast as far as possible and 
slow roll back to boat, varying speeds 
to find the depth they are feeding in. 
Normally if you 
catch a couple in 
an area there will 
be a bunch in the 
area and if they 
stop biting switch 
techniques to any 
of the above and 
you can get them 
fired back up!
 Largemouth 
are going to be 

found in grass, if you have any in your 
lake, on points, ledges or up rivers 
that have current and around docks. 
So you have a lot of options to explore 
depending on your favorite lake. But 
finding the area with bait is the place 
to start. I like to cover the Ledges with 
Bass Pro Shops XPS deep diving 

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m
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Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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crank baits, Carolina rigs with Zoom 
Old Monster or big brush hogs and 
also a 10 inch old Monster worm on a 
shaky head. Bass like big baits in the 
summer! Now with the grass I like to 
flip with a Zoom Super hog or a worm. 
I will also work the Zoom Floating 
frog over grass, Oh Yeah! Now with 
points I look for bait and try to work 
that area with crank baits and the old 
Monster worm. Docks are also good 
places to check, as they offer shade 
and are in different depths and usually 
hold bait. Here you have a variety of 
options that can work. You can swim 
big swim baits around and under the 
docks; you can use the drop shot 
Zoom trick worm, a shaky head same 
worm, or a Texas rigged worm or a 
swim jig. For a swim jig, I use either 
Dave’s Tackle or Bass Pro Shops’ 1/4 
or 3/8 oz. white swim jig with a Zoom 
white speed craw. Throw under docks, 
around shady areas and use a medium 
steady retrieve.
 Rivers can be great in the summer 
as you have cooler water and current 
in the ones that generate water during 

Is your pond ready for next season? 
We can help!

the day. I look for docks, rip rap, lay 
downs and eddy breaks. I like a buzz 
bait and a Zoom floating frog and a jig 
in the upper rivers. Fish the frog and 
buzzer in shade. The jig I like to use 
is Bass Pro Shops’ Enticer Pro series 
3/8 or ½ oz in black/blue depending 
on current topped with a Zoom blue 
super chunk!  Flip or pitch every piece 
of cover you come to. If you have 
feeder creeks coming into the river 
you can crank or worm around them 
and do good a lot of times.
 Don’t let the hot weather get you 
down, get out there in your Mercury 
powered Nitro with plenty of fluids, 
use plenty of suntan lotion, wear your 
life vest, and lower the boom on some 
big ones !!!!
 Go visit Hendrickcars.com for 
a great town vehicle. May God Bless 
you, our troops and all the policemen.
women.

Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com

Mark McIntyre with a nice bass caught early this spring.
Thanks Mark for sending us this great photo.
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THE CASS COUNTY 
CONSPIRACY CHAPTER 3
SLAM DUNK
By Daniel Vinovich

 The sky was empty as I looked for 
the ducks to start coming back to the corn 
after a big kick this morning. We had some 
wind, but the third straight day of clouds 
had them sitting a mile or so outside the 
club.  By the sound of it, no one else was 
doing much either, no shooting and the 
text messages were blowing up my phone 
asking if we were seeing them. “No, no, 
no,” I answered. This was starting to get 
old already. I thought back over the season 
as I stared at the decoys bobbing gently 
in the dark hole they were set in.  “Not 
a bad year,” I thought. I had a fantastic 
Muskie season putting over 101 fish in 
the boat this spring. The deer were slow at 
first, lots of small bucks and does, but the 
second part of the rut was amazing with 
me putting down a 150+ 8 pointer and a 
160-inch 10 pointer. Both bucks were old 
and mature. I looked up once again from 
the pics on my phone and smiled just little. 
Beep, Beep. Another text message came 
in, not about the waterfowl but a reminder 
from my buddy, Jim, telling me I only 
had a few days left to get my permit sent 
into the first turkey lottery. A chill came 

over me as a small gust of wind blew up 
my backside. Brrrrr. I thought back over 
the last turkey season. I shook like a dog 
after a water retrieve not sure if it was 
from the cold or the thought of reliving 
another spring season in Cass County. 
Plop. A big fat Mallard hen dropped right 
into the hole. She stared at the motionless 
decoys and swam into the corn quacking 
all the way. “Yeah, that kind of sums up 
my turkey season,” I thought to myself. 
The next couple of hours of seeing no 
ducks had me looking at the Illinois DNR 
web page reading up on the 2019 season 
requirements for the lottery. 
 I headed home that afternoon with 
only one Mallard drake and a ring neck in 
the back of my truck. I cleaned the birds 
and headed to the house, grabbed a cup 
of tea and sat down at my laptop. While I 
was waiting for it to boot up, I struggled 
with the thought of another day in that 
Cass County hell hole. I had seen a few 
birds on my Peoria County farm this fall. 
The computer booted up and the DNR 
web page popped up. Without hesitation, 
I punched in my info and quickly set in 
for a second season Peoria permit. That 
was that, quick and painless. 
 Fast forward to the third IDNR 
Turkey lottery, I had once again struggled 
with the thought of sending for another 
Cass County Permit. I knew the farm 

had a large population of turkeys, but the 
thought of dealing with all the stickers 
and prickers and an angry ghost had me 
still bouncing back and forth between 
a Peoria County 3rd season and a Cass 
County 3rd season permit. I moved the 
mouse up and down the county column 
looking for a sign. Suddenly, my finger 
clicked on Cass County. Well, there ain’t 
no second guessing it now. I was headed 
back down south. 
 Fast forward again. The second 
season Peoria County tag was a bust. 
With the late spring, it had the couple of 
toms on the farm henned up with almost 
no gobbles. Hell, the only chance I had 
was broken up by a wanna’ be TV star, 
LOL. He walked right into the roost and 
busted the only gobbler on the farm. What 
a depressing season it was. Between the 
lack of birds and a tick bite that had to be 
treated, it was a complete mess. I looked 

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
srmarine2730@att.net • www.SR-Marine.com

down at the Peoria county tag and decided 
to eat it after only 3 days of hunting. 
 I sat at the table looking over the 
small map my buddy had drawn for me 
and tried to come up with a new and 
improved game plan to attack the Cass 
County birds for my 3rd season tag. Red 
marks covered the map. It looked like 
one of my test scores from high school. 
I was looking for a new approach when 
the phone rang. It was my buddy calling 
in with some intel from the second 
season. I told him Peoria was a bust. He 
just laughed and said it was about the 
same there, everything henned up. He 
said he had a fair number of big toms 
on the farm, but they did not want to 
play.  He reassured me the upcoming 3rd 
season would be a slam dunk as the birds 
were roosting right by the cabin along 
the road we drove in on. I fired back with 
discontent about all of the things that 
went wrong the last year I tried his farm.  
He just laughed once again and told me 
to Suck it Up Sally and go kill a bird. 
 3 am found me traveling back down 
the lonesome highway headed south. 
I pulled into the farm and shut off the 
lights. Creeping slowly past the spot he 
had told me held a fair number of roosted 
birds. I struggled to see the path in the 
so-called road in the darkness trying 
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to remember where the right turn was. 
There it was. I crept another 200 yards to 
the parking area. I was in early. I opened 
the door and half expected to be overrun 
by the swarm of gnats like last year. 
Surprise, there were no bugs. My second 
step was to look up at the old house to 
see if my specter was watching my 
approach. No light. “Hmm, maybe this 
was not going to be so bad,” I thought 
to myself. I loaded my vest and checked 
everything, gun, decoys, oh, yes, head 
net and Thermacell. A quick swallow of 
coffee and I was off. I worked the edge 
of the timber in the darkness looking for 
the highest spot with a good bit of brush 
to sit in. I picked a little food plot we had 
planted last year. It had a nice little hump 
and a good view of the area. He had said 
the birds were roosting. I set the Bass Pro 
Redhead jake and hen out and sulked my 
way back to the timber line. I had set up 
my new BPS Turkey Lounger Seat set in 
a tangle of honeysuckle as it was the only 
thing that had already leafed out with the 
late spring. The forecast had called for 
rain around 8 am, so I was hoping I had 
gotten in close enough to the roost. I cut a 
few higher branches off the honeysuckle 
and wove them into my little Redhead 
leafy quick blind and settled back into 
the lounger. The morning was slow to 
wake. Not a sound could be heard. It 

was so quiet that I could hear each step a 
little doe was making as she crossed the 
little cpr ground 100 yards away. I laid 
out my assortment of calls on the decoy 
bag arranging them for a quick switch. 
I poured some antiseptic on the mouth 
call and closed my eyes anticipating 
the first gobble. A half hour passed with 
not a sound coming from the treetops. 
There was no morning glow coming 
from the horizon, only a dark grey sky. 
Had I busted the roost when I drove in? 
Was this going to be another bust of a 
day? Another 10 minutes passed as I 
resisted the urge to send a yelp into the 
dark timber. Still not a sound. Now, I was 
starting to worry. Just as I picked up the 
gobbler call, a thunderous gobble echoed 
through the treetops. Wow was that close. 
The first gobble set off a symphony of 
gobbles raging through the still morning. 
I had never heard anything like it. I had at 
least 8 mature toms in the treetops around 
me. There were so many I picked up my 
phone to record it. One by one, they fired 
off sending chills down my spine. I put in 
my mouth call and yelped ever so quietly 
back at them inviting them to the dance. 
This went on for a good 15 minutes. 3 
times I moved my shooting sticks in 
anticipation of where they would enter 
the field. My veins surged with adrenalin 
as they kept bringing the thunder. This 

was nuts and well worth the price of 
admission. I closed my eyes with each 
gobble trying to locate in my mind where 
each bird was roosting and how far. 
Suddenly, I could hear them coming off 
the roost. It sounded like a giant throwing 
wheelbarrows through the thick brush 
with their giant wingspans struggling to 
find the lift as they navigated through 
the treetops. Woof, woof, woof, woof, 
woof.  It sounded amazing as two huge 
toms set their wings and glided into the 

little food plot, I was set up in. Both birds 
immediately went into full strut drumming 
their wings hard into the moist sand. The 
decoys were out 25 yards and the birds 
lit 25 out past them. I yelped.  They 
gobbled. I moved my gun into position 
as I continued to try and persuade them 
to close the distance. First, a yard or two 
then another yard. They swayed back and 
forth like a Christmas tree floating in the 
waves just before it sinks into new crappie 
cover. “I’ve got you now,” I thought to 

Now this pic sums up my Last Day 
in Cass County Bonus Double Beard



myself. My hands clutched the Benelli tightly. I 
was thinking I needed another 10 yards before I 
would shoot. About that time, I heard a squeaking 
hen yelp come from the timber 80 yards away and 
then another. The hens were in there thick raising 
all kinds of hell. They would yelp and I would 
answer blowing air over the diaphragm so hard it 
burned the roof of my mouth. The perfect hunt had 
turned into a street cat fight between me and the 
hens with 2 big toms caught in the middle. They 
would turn towards me and then back towards the 
timber. By now, I could hear the hens dropping 
out of the treetops. I judged the biggest tom at 
about 40 yards. He was in full strut and offered 
me not much of a target as his head was tucked 
up tightly against his chest. The second tom was 
another 10 yards out and had his back towards 
me. The closest bird made a slight turn towards 
the timber. “I have lost them,” I thought. The next 
couple of seconds went into slow motion as if I 
was in the matrix or something. I yelped and, just 
as he extended his head to gobble, I released a 
magnum load of #5 shot out of the Indian Creek 
choke. The hot load buried me back into my chair 
with the recoil sending a shock wave through my 
body. The shot pattern was true as the bird did a 
summersault and laid on his back trying to spur 
the clouds above him. Hens scattered back into 
the brush. I unloaded the Benelli and started to 
get up when another tom lit into the field and then 
another followed by a few hens. Every piece of the 
field was moving with turkeys. Never in my life 
had I seen anything like it. The toms were in full 
strut and the jakes and hens were running around 
sending aggravated purrs back and forth between 
each other. It was a good half hour before they 
sulked back into the timber. I quickly ran out and 
grabbed the bird and decoys and darted back into 
the tree line trying not to be seen as my buddy was 
hunting tomorrow. I packed up my equipment, 
tagged the bird and headed towards the truck. I 
struggled with the decoys and the weight of the 
big tom. With one big heave, I tossed all of them 
on the tail gate. Well, I’ll be damned. The giant 
tom was double bearded. I looked up just as 
another 2 toms spooked and ran across the front 
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of the truck. I was parked out in the open, so I 
jumped in and pulled the Tundra into the timber 
lane 50 yards away. The storm was approaching 
and with every clap of thunder the colossal bunch 
of birds would answer. I watched as birds crossed 
the fields in front of me gobbling and running 
around like chickens with their heads cut off. 
What a morning. I had solved the Cass County 
Conspiracy. 
 I hopped off the tailgate and looked for 
a good place to get a few pics and, low and 
behold, the fence line was full of yellow gold. 
Morels were busting through the fallen leaves 
all around me. I quickly filled my bags, took a 
few pics and made it back to the truck before 
the rain started to pelt my windshield. I called 
my buddy.  He was eager to find out how I did. 
SLAM DUNK MY FRIEND.  SLAM DUNK!!!
 This is the third article on this amazing area, 
my buddy just informed me he is selling it and 
moving out of the state……Will the last person 
in Illinois please turn off the lights!
 See Ya on The Water

Slam Dunk . . . continued

Yellow Gold in the Fence Line
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ATTENTION GUN OWNERS!
New legislation reveals real intent of gun control advocates.

Recently filed legislation (Floor Amendment #1 to SB 1966) is a giant leap toward firearm registration. It also dramatically increases the cost of a 
FOID card as well as over-complicating the FOID card process well beyond what it already is. This bill is intended to punish honest gun owners.

Senator Julie Morrison (D-Deerfield) has told everyone that she intends to call SB1966 in either 1st or 2nd Veto Session.  
1st Veto Session is scheduled for October 28, 29 and 30. 

2nd Veto Session is scheduled for November 12, 13 and 14.  

This is what the gun grabbers want! They want to discourage honest people from owning firearms. Make no mistake, this legislation is 
one of the most outrageous gun control bills to date!

PRICES MANY LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS OUT OF EXERCISING A CONSTITUITONAL RIGHT:
•  Increases fee for FOID card to minimum of $205: $50 every 5 years, or $100 every 10 years (currently $10 for 10 years) – 1000% increase.
• Mandates fingerprints for FOID – minimum $75 cost.
• New fee for “enhanced” ISP background check – another $30.
• Allows ISP to charge unknown and uncapped fees for “processing costs” – still more costs.
•  Bans all private sales/transfers of firearms; mandates private firearm sales/transfers go through a licensed dealer; requires dealers to 

report sales – a de facto firearm registry.
• Moves FOID processing/approval from 60 to 90 days – delays.
•  Allows courts to order that firearms be surrendered to police, while restricting transfers to valid FOID card holders (including family 

members) – unnecessary confiscation.
• Such burdens/restrictions would never apply to a citizen’s constitutional right to vote or free speech.

SB 1966 DOES NOT ADDRESS CONCERNS WITH PREVENTING THOSE VIOLATING CURRENT LAW FROM ACCESSING FIREARMS.

Stand up & TAKE ACTION for your 2nd Amendment rights. JOIN the Illinois State Rifle Association, Illinois’ premier advocacy 
organization for the 2nd Amendment.  The ISRA continues to stand for our 2nd Amendment rights, but we are only as strong as our 
membership. The more members we have, the louder our voice is in Springfield!

If you value your 2nd Amendment rights, won’t you join with us?  www.ISRA.org 
CALL YOUR SENATOR & HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE TO OBJECT TO SB1966!!!

ILLINOIS STATE RIFLE ASSOC. ONLY $30 A YEAR TO JOIN!
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________ZipCode:________________IL County:_____________________

Phone #:_______________________________Email:_______________________________________________________

Credit Card #__________________________________________Exp Date_________________Code_________________

Fill out and send in with payment via mail. CALL or Email to pay with Credit or Debit Card. 
ISRA Membership dues and donations to the ISRA are not tax deductible.

ISRA Headquarters • PO Box 637 • Chatsworth IL 60921
Phone: (815) 635-3198 • Fax: (815) 635-3723 • Email: member@isra.org
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THE LAST STAND
By: David Herschelman

  Straining to 
see the upper 
limbs from 
my position 

firmly on terra firma indicated no 
green growth whatsoever!  She was 
gone!  Feelings of despair, loss and 
disappointment entered my aged 
brain.  Although the signs of her 
ultimate demise were beginning many 
years before – the hope was she would 
outlive my existence on this planet, but 
it was not to be!  She was chosen as my 
first site for a hanging stand.  Through 
dumb luck or precise location utilizing 
the rising eastern sun, prevalent wind 
action and the natural travel pattern of 
the Whitetail, she would become the 
icon of my outdoor pursuits.    
  Both positive and negative life 
and hunting memories flooded the 
portion of my cranial remnants still 
able to function.   
  What seemed like yesterday, the 
draw was slow and deliberate on the 
six-point Buck when movement was 
noticed to the Southwest.  The draw 
was relaxed with a deliberate glance 
back to reveal a larger eight-point 
Buck in tow!  This follower was the 
biggest Buck ever encountered during 
my early bow hunting attempts.  
The shot was poor, and the hit was 
high in the back well behind the 
vitals.  After an agonizing forty-five 
minutes, the trail was sought.  The 
early seven-forty-five morning shot 
created a difficult situation but at two 
forty-five that afternoon, the buck 
was dispatched with a second shot 
at mere feet distance!  The process 
of finding that deer was the most 
educational learning experience of my 
outdoor existence.  Controlling one’s 
emotions, being vigilant to expose 
the slightest sign and taking a never 
give up attitude brought success.  Also 
learned when all else fails, to adopt 
the attitude of “if I were in extreme 
pain and incapacitated – how would I 
move in this terrain and where would 
the safest shelter be.” This thought 
process has worked many times in 
my career afield to locate deer not 
immediately found.  

  Although many Bucks have been 
taken from this location -that first 
Buck, many years ago, will be a 
forever memory!   
  In 1995 with the northwest wind 
howling and snow on the ground 
the giant ten-point Buck approached 
looking for his next girlfriend and 
no Buck in the woods would dare 
attempt to stop him!  I did not notice 
him early enough when in range and 
as he looped just beyond my distance 
of confidence; my heart fell to the 
ground!  After he vacated, tears rolled 
down my cold cheeks as my head 
touched the rough bark of the tree 
holding my elevated position!  My First Buck from the Stand
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possible bow shot of a lifetime was 
nixed by lack of attention!  The mere 
thought of this experience burns in 
my chest even today! 
  In 1999, the largest deer ever 
experienced afield approached from the 
Southwest and stopped a mere twelve 
yards from my position but with his 
vitals behind a double trunked white 
oak!  Slowly the draw was started in 
anticipation of his further movement or 
just picking a spot and hitting it!  Will 
this ninety-pound draw compound have 
enough energy to dispatch this monster 
was my thought when he reacted to a 
slight eddy of wind giving him concern 
causing him to bust away quickly!  He 
stopped only briefly at forty yards to 
look back!   His back was so wide – 
only the most bowlegged cowboy 
could have mounted him!  It would 
have taken two hands to encircle the 
circumference of one of his beams, but 
he was never seen again!  Only a true 
bow hunter can appreciate this heart 
break possible in just a few seconds!
  Just last season, a Buck approached 
from the North along the corridor 
just above the canyon drop off just as 
many have done over my vigils on this 

perch.  He was halted with my mouth 
grunt and the shot with my real bow 
was quick but lethal!  This old hunter 
was still among the bow hunting 
brethren who are successful!  Noticed 
prior to this experience with the deer, 
the leaves were non-existent around 
my perch where normally they would 
have needed to be trimmed to clear 
my shooting opportunities.  The upper 
limbs had very few autumn expired 
leaves hanging.  Although slow in 
coming, was my favorite perch now 
on her last legs?  The thrill of the hunt 
superseded the concern over my perch.
 In the spring and approaching 
from the south east, my stand still 
hanging in the old Oak was perfectly 
hidden by the natural growth of limbs 
she provided.  Her trunk and limbs held 
a darkness not seen in the past!  My 
search for budding growth or visible 
leaves revealed no life!  My first stand!  
Placed in this Red Oak in 1989 is my 
number one producer over my hunting 
career to date!  She could through 
memories alone keep me vigilant in the 
stand all day!  The surrounding trees 
had slowly outgrown my old friend 
capturing the morning Sun’s rays more 

THE GOOSE PIT

309-647-7758
BANNER, ILLINOIS

Home-made Tenderloins!
Open 7 Days a Week

A Haven for Hungry Hunters!
All-You-Can-Eat 

Chicken/Fish Fridays 5pm – 8pm

efficiently.  Her time has come and 
gone and although I wish she would 
have provided my final hunting years 
among her limbs prior to her demise 
– it was not meant to be!  I will miss 
the cold shudder felt when the Sun 
would reach my perch within her limbs 

Last Buck from the Stand
bringing the thermals to slight rustle 
to just barely override the warming 
rays of the Sun!  She provided my first 
record book buck many years ago and 
possibly my last taken last season!  The 
circle of life, although understandable, 
often is painful. 
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURE

Family Owned Since 1974

www.wagenbachbuilders.com

309-925-5205
20237 State Rt. 9 • Pekin, IL 61554

Christopher Coin, Gun & Pawn, LLC.
Paying Top Dollar for all Collectibles, Gold, Silver & Guns

WE SPECIALIZE IN RELOADING SUPPLIES!

LUKE CHRISTOPHER - OWNER
Christopher.coin.gun.pawn@gmail.com

333 Derby Street • Pekin, IL 61554

309-353-7522

Computerized Diagnostics

Mechanical Repair

Welding • Trailer Repair

Boat & RV Winterizing 
& Storage

JEFF SCHROCK, OWNER

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS

309-965-2020
SchrockRepair.com

1422 US Hwy 150 • PO Box 10
Goodfield, IL 61742

USING SWIMBAITS AS 
FOLLOW-UPS

 As spring starts its early fishing 
frenzy a good combination of lures 
are Blitz Blades, Rat-L-Traps and 
swimbaits.  The first two are used 
as primary search baits, while the 
swimbait is the follow-up.
 When the water is cooler, I’ll 
start with the Blade, and normally us 
about three colors – spotted Goby, 
chartreuse/white and Table Rock 
Shad.  Then as it gets a little warmer 
the primary starter is the Rat-L-Trap, 

normally in the ¼-ounce Mini Trap 
model, using colors of Smokey Joe, 
Diamond Dust and Apricot.  Some 
of the new Natural Colors are also a 
good choice in the bluegill variety.
 Once the fish are found, if they go off 
the Blade and Trap, I’ll follow up with 
one of three swimbaits – Natural Forage 
Baits Swimbait; and B-Fish-N Pulse-R 
and Moxi.  Each of these swimbaits has 
a very different design.  The Natural 
Forage Baits’ model is a solid body with 

slits, which the B-Fish-N model have 
ribs, with the Maxi using a curl tail.  All 
three are selected for their difference, 
but also for having areas, such as the 
slits and ribs, that will hold the Kick’N 
Bass attractant, for which I use Anise 
Shad and Java.
 Heads for the swimbaits are 
another part.  Blitz has a Swim Bait 
Head, which works great.  It comes in 
models and sizes with a spring screw 
or wire barb collar, both of which do 
a great job of holding the bait for a 
longer time without tearing it up.  A 
product from B-Fish-N called the 
Precision H20 head is used something 

plain and standard is required.  This 
also has the wire barb collar.  For 
an extra flash, Road Runner has the 
answer with the Casey’s Runner Head 
that has a larger hook and willow 
blade on a ball bearing swivel.
 I like using all of these lures on 
long rods, such as the Buzz Ramsey 
Steelhead rod in the 8-feet model.  
This provides greater casting distance, 
as well as fish fighting power, which 

The author’s selection of swimbaits 
– 2 sizes of Natural Forage Baits, 

and B-Fish-N’s Moxi and Pulse-R.

A Blitz Blade in the spotty Goby 
color claimed this catch.
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is great when fishing from shore and 
trying to hit holding areas that are 
further out.
 The Blade and Rat-L-Trap are 
used with a straight steady speed, or 
a rip-and-pause.  A rip-and-pause is 
best for when fishing the colder water, 
and at times it is best to let the Blade 
fall to the bottom between each “rip”.
 Three retrieves are used for the 
swimbait - the normal straight steady 
speed, pump and fast-and-brief pause.  
The last one worked the best when I 
was using the Power Fish’N electric 
reel, where reel could be engaged and 
stopped.  Since then I’ve had to adapt to 
using a regular reel, cranking fast, and 
making very brief pauses.  While this 
works it still doesn’t seem to work as 
well as when I was using the electric reel.
 For swimbait colors I like using 
ones that are more in tune with 
baitfish, such as oyster, smelt, minnow 
and green shad.  There are a lot of 
different colors available, and I know 
that they all work at certain times but 
using colors to match baitfish seems 
to provide consistent productivity.
 As the water warms further and 
starts heading to summer then I won’t 

be using the Blade as much.  At this 
point the Rat-L-Trap and swimbait 
is used on an equal basis, and not as 
much of a follow-up.
 Once fall starts moving in, and 
the water cools down, then the pattern 
used in the spring will be used again.
 Just remember that a swimbait 
isn’t just for cranking along.  It can be 

OFFERING EXCITING 
AND 

MEMORABLE TRIPS 
from a few hours to an 
entire day in length, on 
the clean and beautiful 

Kankakee River - some of the 
best fishing and canoeing 

waters in Illinois!

Trips available 7 days a 
week & we can 

accommodate large groups!

REED’S CANOE TRIPS
907 N. Indiana Ave., Rt. 50

Kankakee, IL 60901
reedscanoetrips.com

303 South Eureka Street,  Goodfield, IL 61742
Financing Available

Mon – Friday 8:00am – 5:00pm • Saturday 8:00am – 12:00pm

309-965-2791

Even big crappie will 
hit swimbaits.

A Casey’s Runner Head with a 
swimbait can be deadly at 

times when a little extra flash 
and vibration is needed.

Nice bass caught on a Blitz Swim 
Bait head with a Natural Forage 

Baits green shad Swim Bait.

used for other purposes and with other 
retrieves.  No matter how it is used, they 
are very productive.  So, give them a try.
 There are some videos on the Dan’s 
Fish ‘N’ Tales®/Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ You 
Tube channel about fishing swimbaits, 
as well as how to rig a NFB Swim Bait 

body on the Blitz Swim Bait head with 
the spring/screw collar. So, stop by 
at www.youtube.com/dansfishntales, 
and look them up.  I also invite you to 
subscribe to the channel.
 Until next time, get out on the 
water and enjoy a great day of fishing.
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

300 E. War Memorial
Peoria

309-685-6606

7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100

150 B S. Main St.
Morton

309-263-2400

456 E. Main St. 
Galesburg

309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

URBANA’S SHAW WINS T-H MARINE FLW BASS 
FISHING LEAGUE TOURNAMENT ON LAKE SHELBYVILLE
CO-ANGLER TITLE GOES TO TAMAROA’S SWETLAND
SHELBYVILLE, IL – Boater Wayne 
Shaw of Urbana, Illinois, weighed five bass 
Saturday totaling 13 pounds, 7 ounces, to 
win T-H Marine FLW Bass Fishing League 
(BFL) Illini Division tournament on Lake 
Shelbyville. Shaw pocketed $4,071 for his 
day on the water. 
 “The morning started off slow. My co-
angler had four keepers in the boat and I 
didn’t have any until around 11 [a.m.],” said 
Shaw, who earned his third career win in BFL 
competition – second on Lake Shelbyville. “I 
switched from a jig to a worm, and that’s what 
caught all five of them. It was like someone 
turned on a light switch.”
 Shaw said he targeted fisheon deeper 
points on the south end of the lake in 12 to 
15 feet of water. He used a 10-inch, Texas 
rigged plum-colored Berkley PowerBait 
Power Worm and caught six keepers total.
“I was dragging it slow along the bottom,” 
said Shaw. “I fished five to seven different 
spots, hitting anything that had a good drop 
close to the main-river channel.”
 The top 10 boaters finished the 
tournament in:
1st:  Wayne Shaw, Urbana, Ill., five bass, 13-

7, $4,071
2nd:  Clay Reeves, Lane, Ill., five bass, 13-4, 

$1,735

3rd:  Travis Wilson, La Harpe, Ill., three 
bass, 12-9, $1,024

4th:  Robert Neff, Roodhouse, Ill., four bass, 
12-7, $816

5th:  Michael Black, Toledo, Ill., five bass, 
12-6, $738

5th:  Jeremy Mull, Pawnee, Ill., five bass, 
12-6, $838

7th:  Bobby McMullin, Pevely, Mo., five 
bass, 12-3, $512

8th:  Shane Haslett, Beecher City, Ill., five 
bass, 12-1, $435

8th:  Ray Arning Jr., Walnut Hill, Ill., five 
bass, 12-1, $435

10th:  Luke Budde, St. Louis, Mo., four bass, 
12-0, $358

 Complete results can be found at 
FLWFishing.com.
 Greg James of Carterville, Illinois, 
caught a bass weighing 5 pounds, 3 ounces 
– the heaviest of the event in the Boater 
Division – and earned the day’s Boater Big 
Bass award of $360.
 Mike Swetland of Tamaroa, Illinois, 
won the Co-angler Division and $1,885 
Saturday after catching five bass weighing 
12 pounds, 8 ounces.
 The top 10 co-anglers were:
1st:  Mike Swetland, Tamaroa, Ill., five bass, 

12-8, $1,885

2nd:  Andrew Blunier, 
Roanoke, Ill., five bass, 
10-15, $768

3rd:  Mario Rossi Jr., Granite City, Ill., five 
bass, 10-6, $563

4th:  Adam Kunkel, Red Bud, Ill., four bass, 
9-3, $358

5th:  Luke Epplin, Collinsville, Ill., four 
bass, 9-2, $307

6th:  Scott Bradley, Greenup, Ill., five bass, 
9-0, $381

7th:  Drew Cress, Highland, Ill., five bass, 
8-8, $256

8th:  James Jarvis, West Frankfort, Ill., three 
bass, 8-6, $230

9th:  Jacob Greco, Edwardsville, Ill., four 
bass, 7-2, $205

10th:  Floyd Carder, Litchfield, Ill., three 
bass, 6-10, $179

 David Workman of Harrisburg, Illinois, 
caught the heaviest bass in the Co-angler 
Division, a fish weighing 4 pounds, 6 ounces. 
The catch earned him the day’s Co-angler 
Big Bass award of $180.
 The top 45 boaters and co-anglers in 
the region based on point standings, along 
with the five winners in each qualifying 
event, will be entered in the Oct. 24-26 BFL 
Regional Championship on Grand Lake in 
Grove, Oklahoma. Boaters will compete 

for a top award of a Ranger Z518L with 
a 200-horsepower outboard and $20,000, 
while co-anglers will fish for a new Ranger 
Z518L with a 200-horsepower outboard.
 The 2019 BFL is a 24-division circuit 
devoted to weekend anglers, with 128 
tournaments throughout the season, five 
qualifying events in each division. The top 
45 boaters and co-anglers from each division, 
along with the five winners of the qualifying 
events, will advance to one of six regional 
tournaments where they are competing to 
finish in the top six, which then qualifies them 
for one of the longest-running championships 
in all of competitive bass fishing – the BFL 
All-American. The 2020 BFL All-American 
will be held April 30-May 2 at Lake Hartwell 
in Anderson, South Carolina, and is hosted 
by Visit Anderson. Top performers in the 
BFL can move up to the Costa FLW Series or 
even the FLW Tour.
 For complete details and updated 
information visit FLWFishing.com. For 
regular updates, photos, tournament news 
and more, follow the T-H Marine FLW Bass 
Fishing League on FLW’s social media outlets 
at Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.
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This report represents some events the 
OLE handled over the weeks of  

Jan. 1 - 15, 2019; however, it does not 
include all actions taken by the 

Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northwest Zone – Captain Laura 
Petreikis District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis 
(Counties: Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, 
Lee, Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, 
Stephenson & Whiteside) 
CARROLL COUNTY 
CPO Teas completed an investigation in 
Carroll and Whiteside counties. An archery 
hunter killed a buck in Whiteside County 
and failed to tag the deer. The next day, the 
hunter’s brother-in-law purchased tags in 
Carroll County and allowed the hunter to 
use his permit to tag the deer and check it 
in. Both subjects were cited, and the deer 
antlers were seized. 

CPO Hoftender cited a Savanna man 
at Mississippi Palisades State Park for 
unlawful possession of deer and no hunting 
license. He was issued warnings for no 
habitat stamp, permits not in possession, no 
orange, and want and waste. 
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri continued an investigation 
of deer hunting violations at Johnson-Sauk 
Trail State Recreation Area. A Kewanee 
man was cited for driving his truck into the 
hunting area to relocate a tree stand. 
JODAVIESS COUNTY 
CPO Hoftender cited a Scales Mound man 
for hunting from the road. He was also 
issued warnings for no blaze orange and 
failure to tag immediately upon kill. 
LEE COUNTY 
No activity reported for this county. 
OGLE COUNTY 
As CPO Beltran approached a fisherman, 
he noticed him reel in his pole and throw 
it to the side. A fishing compliance check 
was conducted, and he was found to be in 
violation of a two-pole limit. Enforcement 
action was taken. 
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties: 
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam 
& Winnebago) 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Filipiak was on patrol in the newly 
acquired property at Matthiessen State Park, 
and he observed four individuals walking 
towards the Wildcat Rapids area. The 

individuals had walked past multiple “Do 
Not Enter, No Trespassing” signs. All four 
were redirected out of the restricted area and 
issued citations for entering a restricted area. 
Civil violations were issued for possession 
of cannabis and drug paraphernalia. 
PUTNAM COUNTY 
CPO Finn received a case disposition on 
a man who was deer hunting by use or aid 
of bait and unlawfully attempting to take 
deer. The individual was found guilty on 
two counts, given one year of supervision, 
and fined $1,500. 
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: 
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, 
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Warren & Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson investigated a fatal 
hunting accident. In a separate incident, 
CPO Thompson issued two written 
warnings for unlawful use of an ATV. 
KNOX COUNTY 
CPO Lazzell cited two hunters at Spoon 
River State Forest for unlawful possession 
of two untagged deer. Written warnings 
were also issued for blaze orange 
violations and operation of a motor vehicle 
in a prohibited area. 
PEORIA COUNTY 
CPO Lazzell arrested a Chillicothe man for 
criminal trespass to private property after 
receiving a complaint from a landowner who 
had trail camera pictures of the man tracking 

a deer on his property without permission. 
The landowner’s property was posted with 
no trespassing signs, and the trespassing 
hunter had been given prior notice by the 
landowner to stay off the property. 
CPO Gerard cited a deer hunter for hunting 
without permission of the landowner. 
District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler) 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
CPO Wheatley continues to investigate 
timber cases involving individuals cutting 
trees without permission and failing to pay 
the landowner. 
District 10 – Sgt. Chris Stone (Counties: 
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard, 
Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
MORGAN COUNTY 
A trapper was fined $576 for using an 
unmarked 330 conibear trap on land 
while attempting to trap woodchucks. The 
trapper did not have a trapping license or 
nuisance removal permit
A Georgia archery deer hunter was fined 
$120 for placing trophy rocks by her deer 
stand which was located on private land 
that her family leased. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Macias spoke with a hunter who 
was suspected of shooting a deer without 
purchasing a deer permit during the second 
firearm season. He met the hunter at his 
home, and the hunter told him he did hunt 
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Police . . . continued
that weekend but did not recall if he had 
a permit with him. The hunter was asked 
to show every document he had purchased 
for the hunt, and he was also asked to 
see the deer. The hunter was only able to 
produce a hunting license. The ten-point 
buck head with no tags on the antlers was 
in a freezer. The hunter later admitted to 
not buying a deer permit during the hunt 
because he had forgotten to do so. A 
citation was issued. 
Northeast Zone – Sergeant Jed Whitchurch 
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties: 
Kane, Lake & McHenry) 
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will) 
GRUNDY COUNTY 
CPOs Bergland and Honiotes responded to 
a death investigation at the I&M Canal. The 
Illinois State Police Crime Scene investigators 
and the Morris Police Department are assisting 
in the ongoing investigation. 
CPO Honiotes and Sgt. Wollgast 
conducted a snowmobile detail on the 
I&M Canal trail to look for snowmobiles 
illegally using the trail. The snowmobile 
trail remained closed because an adequate 
amount of snow had not fallen to properly 
protect the tail. Although the trail had 
been heavily used prior to the detail, no 
violators were found. 
KANKAKEE COUNTY 

CPO Farber discovered two Indiana men 
with uncased firearms in their motor 
vehicles, and citations were issued. 
District 4 – Sgt. Jed Whitchurch 
(Counties: Cook & DuPage) 
COOK COUNTY 
CPO Mooi conducted a commercial 
inspection on a wholesale aquatic life 
dealer. No violations were observed. 
CPO Mooi assisted the Illinois State 
Police with a rolling domestic on I-94. He 
helped to separate the subjects and called 
for medical personnel. He also assisted in 
arresting the offender. 
While patrolling Douglas Tomb, CPO 
Mooi observed a vehicle make an illegal 
turn and enter a parking lot. Contact 
with the driver was made, and the driver 
was issued a citation for driving with a 
suspended license. 
While on patrol, CPO Mooi was contacted 
by a site technician at William W. Powers 
State Recreation Area regarding a vehicle 
with no occupants. The site was closing, 
and the site technician could not locate the 
people. CPO Mooi walked into the Wolf 
Lake overlook, and he observed four people 
walking and smoking. When he spoke with 
the individuals, he could smell the distinct 
odor of burnt cannabis. After a short 
conversation, the individuals admitted to 
smoking earlier. The individuals agreed to 
be searched and allowed a search of their 
vehicle. No contraband was found. The 

individuals were issued written warnings 
for remaining in the site after closing. 
CPO Mooi was patrolling the Chicago 
Lakefront when he observed a vehicle ahead 
of him leaving Montrose Harbor. The vehicle 
had a child standing in between the two front 
seats. CPO Mooi conducted a vehicle stop. 
Upon approaching the vehicle, he observed 
the standing child and a female passenger 
in the backseat with an infant in her arms. A 
record check of the driver indicated he had a 
suspended license. The driver was issued a 
citation for a suspended license, along with a 
citation and a warning for the child restraint 
violation. The woman was a valid driver and 
could take control of the vehicle. CPO Mooi 
ordered the man to place the infant securely 
in the car seat before leaving; however, the 
man did not know how to use the seat. CPO 
Mooi explained the use of the seat and belts 
and made sure the child was secured in the 
seat before sending the couple on their way. 
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson 
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, 
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, 
Piatt & Vermilion) 
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 
CPO Reeves attended in-service training 
in East Peoria. 
IROQUOIS COUNTY 
CPO Viverito investigated a road hunting 
complaint. After speaking with witnesses, 
he went to the suspects residence. He 
interviewed the suspect which led to 

citations which included violations of 
shooting from the roadway, chasing/
running over coyotes with an ATV (hunt by 
use or aid of vehicle), uncased firearm, and 
hunting to close to an inhabited dwelling. 
South Zone – Captain Jim Mayes 
District 11 – Sgt. Brian McReynolds 
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby) 
CLARK COUNTY 
CPO Wellum assisted two Clark County 
deputies with a suicidal subject who was 
reported to have a firearm. Upon arrival, the 
subject allowed law enforcement personnel 
to enter the residence. The subject did have 
firearms, but none were being actively 
used towards himself or others. The subject 
surrendered possession of the firearms and 
agreed to medical intervention. 
While on patrol, CPO Wellum stopped a timber 
truck and performed a timber inspection. 
The driver was issued a written warning for 
incomplete transportation paperwork. 
COLES COUNTY 
CPO Mieure responded to a complaint in 
Mattoon regarding a man leaving a deer 
hanging in his tree for nearly a month. He met 
with the subject; and after speaking with him, 
one written warning was issued for wanton 
waste. The subject agreed to remove the 
remainder of the deer and dispose of it. 
Sgt. McReynolds assisted the motoring public 
on I-57 during a snowstorm. He checked 
stranded, occupied vehicles and assisted 

BLUE RIDGE
CUSTOM BOATS

618-535-5600
BlueRidgeMetal@frontier.com

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 4:00pm • Saturday 7:00am – 12:00pm
Sunday Closed

Blue Ridge Road, Hardin, IL

The Knox County Scenic Drive is held annually in west 
central Illinois in celebration of the rural heritage of 
the area. Towns, villages and points of historic interest 
participate as official stops.

For more information,
contact Thomas Collopy at

309-309-2302

Check out our website:
www.knoxcountyscenicdrive.com

Featured Attractions:
•  Historic Sites, Displays     

& Demonstrations
• Food Galore 
• Crafts • Music
• Flea Markets 
• Locally Grown Produce

Things To Do:
•  Photo Contest 
• Face Painting
• Petting Zoo 
• Wagon Rides
• Build a Scarecrow
• And Much More

OCTOBER 5TH – 6TH
OCTOBER 12TH – 13TH
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YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen 
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. 

Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!

Three Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • Blood

PREMIERE VIDEOS

Contact us for Pricing & Scheduling!
Kenny: 309-613-4997 • Harry: 309-360-0487

Email: ken@spotwiz.com

Training Videos • Weddings
Social Events • Commercials

Infomercials • Documentaries

Our credits include Television Shows on ABC, PBS & Discovery Networks, 
History Channel, HGTV & many feature films. We also produce Adventure 

Sports Outdoors TV for Channel 47 . . . on the air for 23 years!

QUALITY SOUND & VIDEO IS OUR BUSINESS WITH FAST TURNAROUND. 
DVD’S BY BULK AVAILABLE.

THE MAIN DRAG

Serving  Steaks and Catfish
Kitchen and Grill Open Everyday until 10pm

THE BEST PLACE TO EAT AND DRINK IN ASTORIA!
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11am–11pm • Fri. 11am–1am • Sat. 6am–1am • Sun. 6am–10pm

Dayna Gale, Proprietor

BAR & GRILL
FORMALLY THE BOOMERANG BAR AND GRILL

410 E. Broadway, Astoria, IL 61501
Phone 309-329-2824

with traffic control while eight vehicles were 
removed from the ditch by tow services. 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CPO Greuel and Sgt. McReynolds arrested 
a Casey man for criminal trespass, unlawful 
take of white-tailed deer, no valid hunting 
license, no valid deer permit, and unlawful 
use of another hunter’s deer permit. 
Multiple written warnings were also issued. 
The man was confined awaiting bond at the 
Clark County Jail. 
DOUGLAS COUNTY 
CPO Moody cited a Villa Grove man for 
operating a motor bike on the walking trails 
at Walnut Point State Park. The man also 
received multiple other written warnings. 
CPO Barnes investigated a complaint of 
littering and reckless driving at Walnut Point 
State Park which resulted in a Villa Grove 
subject being issued several warnings and a 
citation for violating Park rules. 
SHELBY COUNTY 
CPO Barnes received a hunting without 
permission complaint where two subjects 
were caught on a trail camera, and he was 
able to track down the suspects. At the 
request of the landowner, each subject was 
issued a written warning. 

District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker 
(Counties: Bond, Clinton, Madison, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Randolph, St. 
Clair & Washington) 
MADISON COUNTY 
CPO Sievers received a complaint about a 
poached deer at the Cahokia Mounds Historic 
Site. The deer carcass was not located. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Schachner conducted three taxidermy 
inspections. Two taxidermists had excellent 
records with only minor violations which 
were addressed with warnings. A third 
taxidermist was cited for untagged/no 
records on a bobcat. Multiple warnings 
were issued for a variety of other records 
violations. CPO Sievers responded to Frank 
Holten State Recreation Area to assist the site 
superintendent with the eviction of a lessee. 
District 14 – Sgt. Jeff Cariens 10 
(Counties: Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jefferson, Pope, Saline & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CPO Folden investigated a complaint of 
harassment involving an IDNR employee. 
The employee was being harassed at home 
and work from an unknown source. He 
identified a possible suspect, conducted 

an interview, and obtained a confession. 
A report was submitted to the Randolph 
County State’s Attorney’s Office, and 
appropriate action is being taken. 
CPO Williams conducted an administratively 
assigned investigation regarding the harvest 
report of a Franklin County hunter. Records 
indicated that the hunter purchased their 
permit after the harvest of a deer, and the 
hunter was cited for the violation. 
CPO Williams conducted a second 
administrative investigation regarding 
a harvest report of a deer. During the 
investigation, it was learned that the 
permit was bought for another hunter (an 
elder sibling) so they could tag their deer 
and not use their permit. Each hunter was 
issued a notice to appear for the unlawful 
transfer of a permit. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Jourdan arrested three men for deer 
hunting violations. The charges were 
unlawful take of three white-tailed deer, 
hunting deer without permits, hunting deer 
without licenses, and hunting deer without 
habitat stamps. 

WHITE COUNTY 
CPO Haggerty received a complaint of an 
albino white-tailed deer being unlawfully 
harvested during the 2018 hunting season, 
and an investigation is being conducted. 
District 15 – Sgt. Dave Hyatt (Counties: 
Clay, Crawford, Edwards, Effingham, 
Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, Marion 
Richland, Wabash & Wayne) 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
While conducting waterfowl enforcement 
at Carlyle Wildlife Management Area, 
CPO Roper observed five individuals 
returning to their vehicles. A hunter 
compliance check was conducted, and 
he discovered the individuals had failed 
to separate the harvested birds. All five 
subjects were issued written warnings for 
failure to maintain separate bags. 
LAWRENCE COUNTY 
CPO Taylor issued a citation and two 
written warnings to a deer hunter for 
hunting without a deer permit. 
MARION COUNTY 
While on patrol, CPO Roper observed four 
subjects who were deer hunting during 

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve

Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes
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MON-THU: 8AM-10PM • FRI & SAT: 8AM-12MID • SUN: NOON-6PM

SPORTLAND LIQUORS
IN CHRISTOPHER, IL AT HWY 14W

(618) 724-4332

PICK UP A PARTY GIFT BASKET!
* FREE ICE *

WITH BEVERAGE PURCHASE
(Must Have Cooler)

START YOUR REND LAKE VACATION AT: 

LIVE BAIT • WORMS • CRICKETS
COLDEST BEER AROUND!

FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE

Police . . . continued

Oldest and Most Reliable Lumber, Rental Center and Hardware Company 
in the Midwest Since 1873

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES
BLUEPRINT SERVICES AVAILABLE

Mon- Fri. 7:30am – 5:00pm • Sat. 8:00am – 12:00pm
1009 SR 97 • Havana, IL

309-543-2251
PLEASE LIKE US ON FACEBOOK, SEARCH LA CROSSE LUMBER- HAVANA

STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

(309) 342-0044
gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

New & Used Guns • Black Powder 
Supplies • Catalog Orders

Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years

the late winter firearm season; and he 
conducted a hunter compliance check. It 
was discovered that one individual did not 
have their hunting license in their possession 
but did have one. That individual was 
issued a written warning for not having the 
hunting license in immediate possession. 
Another individual in the hunting party 
was discovered to be in possession of a 
firearm while their FOID card status was 
revoked. That individual was prohibited 
from possessing a firearm and was placed 
under arrest. The individual was transferred 
to the Marion County Jail for possession of 
a firearm while FOID status revoked. 
CPO Roper observed three individuals 
upland bird hunting, and he conducted a 
hunter compliance check. It was discovered 
that the hunters had failed to keep their 
harvested birds separated. All three 
individuals were issued a written warning 
for failure to maintain separate bags. 
While on patrol at Stephen A. Forbes State 
Recreation Area, CPO Smith observed two 
full dumpsters near the campground. He 
dug through the trash and found two names 
and an address on some of the material. He 
went to the residence and spoke with the 
two people that were listed on the trash. 
The man said he dumped a bag of trash and 
a deep fryer in the dumpster. CPO Smith 

explained that this was theft of services, and 
he was advised that he would be receiving a 
park citation for the offense. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Buhnerkempe received a complaint 
of coyote hunters running dogs on private 
property without permission. The group of 
hunters had been trespassing on the same 
landowner regularly for over a month and 
refused requests to stop. When he spoke 
with the group, one hunter said he could 
run his dogs on anyone’s property he 
wanted to and there was nothing they could 
do about it. The hunters were educated on 
the laws pertaining to hunting dogs, and 
citations were issued for hunting without 
permission of landowner. 
District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor 12 (Counties: 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, 
Perry, Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 
ALEXANDER COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek responded to a report of calls 
for help emanating from the Mississippi 
River, south of Thebes, Illinois. He was able 
to make voice contact with the subject calling 
for help from the flooded River. The closest 
watercraft support was in Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri; and Cape Girardeau Fire and 
Rescue personnel responded via boat. CPO 
Vasicek boarded their boat in Thebes, and 
they proceeded to travel several miles south 
to the area of concern. CPO Vasicek and Cape 
Girardeau personnel located the subject who 

was stranded on an island. The man had been 
ejected from his boat approximately five 
hours earlier and was able to float/swim into 
a log jam at the front of the island, then crawl 
to dry land. The subject was removed and 
transported to Thebes where an EMT team 
was waiting. The man made a full recovery. 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Somers investigated two timber 
buyers. One buyer was found to have 
failed to pay his 4% fees when required. 
UNION COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek charged a Union County 
subject with taking over the limit of 
antlered white-tailed deer (three bucks). 
Giant City State Park staff requested CPO 
Lewis’ assistance with an abandoned 
vehicle in the Park. The vehicle was left 
unattended in a field, and it was stuck 
in the mud. Extensive damage to flora 
and the field made it apparent that the 
driver of the vehicle had been “mudding” 
before becoming stuck. A Giant City site 
technician advised CPO Lewis that as he 
was securing the gate to block access to the 
field, the driver of the car in question pulled 
up, identified himself, and confessed to 
causing the damage. He said that the car 
belonged to his mom. The site technician 
told the driver he could not retrieve 
the vehicle until he cleared it with the 
superintendent. The site technician then 
posted signs on the gate and the windshield 

of the car as a reminder. CPO Lewis’ 
investigation revealed that the driver was 
driving with revoked driving privileges. 
Additionally, he had been convicted for 
driving while revoked three times. Further 
investigation revealed that the subject 
had two convictions for driving off the 
roadway in the Park. Both incidents ended 
with him getting stuck while mudding in 
the same field. Despite warnings not to 
retrieve the car, the subject returned the 
next evening with a friend and tried to 
get the car unstuck. This action caused 
additional damage to the field. The car 
they were using to free the stuck vehicle 
became stuck as well. The Union County 
Sheriff’s Department responded to the 
field and arrested the subject. Damage to 
the field was estimated to be $2,000. The 
Union County Sheriff charged the driver 
with driving while revoked, criminal 
damage to property, and criminal trespass. 
CPO Lewis added a felony driving while 
revoked charge for driving the day he 
spoke with the site technician, and the 
criminal damage to property charge was 
raised to a felony. CPO Lewis also issued 
the driver multiple citations for being in the 
Park after hours, driving off the roadway, 
harassing wildlife, and destruction of flora.



July 2019 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 55

Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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Coke & Pepsi Fountain
 Drinks Available

GENERAL STORE BAYVIEW
Why go anywhere else when you can find it here!

Tanning Packages 
Available

1520 Spring Bay Rd, East Peoria • 309-822-0707
OPEN MON-SAT 8am - 9pm • SUN 8am - 8pm

Stop by for a FREE 
4x6 photo printed 
from your Phone!

Vehicle Title & License Services • Vehicle Sticker Renewals
Fishing & Hunting Licenses • Propane & Ice • Groceries

Household Items • Personal Products • Outdoor Items • Kid Toys
Party Items • Seasonal Items

Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website

NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!

GUNSMITH BECOMES 
ARTISAN

 Rework and repair of damaged or 
broken parts must sometimes be done 
if time constraints or lack of suitable 
replacement(s) push the job in that 
direction. The making of a complete 
part may sometimes have excess time 
involvement that could be reduced if 
a portion of the original part can have 
a section attached as replacement, but 
that then requires a donor or piece from 
a salvaged part. Even in that situation, 
some reshape or other refinement 
or alteration may be needed for the 
addition to fit or otherwise be suitable 
in the intended usage – in other words 
– trying to make ideal for the outcome, 
with the closer to original, the better. 

The unspoken alternative is attaching 
a chunk and let your artist carve what 
is needed out of that block. When they 
asked Michelangelo how he carved 
“David” out of a boulder, he replied 
he just cut away everything that didn’t 
look like David! Simple.

 Here is a double barrel shotgun 
that has somehow been struck and 
lost the major piece from the front 

trigger, and having relatively few of 
these models imported and being out 
of production for more than 30 years 
makes the location of parts into a 
challenge, if not a total waste of time. 
Many times triggers were individually 
fitted to the other parts in the assembly 
(sear contact alignment and safety 
function as examples), so anything 
procured could very well not be close 
to a drop-in install and might also be 
shaped differently inside or out due to 
changes during production. 

 Happenstance provided a complete 
frame (from a different maker) with a 
potential donor trigger in place, but 
there were some differences that might 
be worth mentioning at this point. The 
broken piece is gone and the exact curve 
of the missing tip may not be similar 
in placement or radius to the intended 
donor. We do have the rear triggers of 
these examples for comparison, though, 
and note that the original rear has the 
end more rearward vs. the somewhat 

frontal continuance of the rear trigger 
tip of the replacement donor assembly. 
The original (rear) is shaped as if 
the pulling motion has more upward 
displacement than rearward during the 
trigger function, but the alternate rear 
has a shape that still uses significant rear 
motion pivot angle.
 The second part of the image set 
shows the broken trigger with the 
intended donor, and the white addition 
is meant to approximate the missing 
section. See that the replacement 
section of the left trigger has plenty of 
front hook to the tip and the center is 
closer to the pivot pin hole. If somehow 
the rest of the trigger had been close to 
the internal shape in the blade section 
and been attempted as a refit as is, the 
other bits might work, but the trigger 
finger would have been crowded 
towards the front of the trigger guard 
and have a more pronounced shift to 
reach the rear trigger than as original. 
The black lines show the pivot points 
as fairly aligned, but the front edge of 
the triggers would be quite dissimilar. 
The blue arrows show the safety 
block engaging surfaces as not being 
very close in shape, so any attempt at 



Customer Service Index #1 at Watkins Marine for ‘08, ’09, ’10 & ‘12!

Pontoons

“We service all Mercury and 
Mercruiser motors under factory 

warranty, no matter where you bought 
it, plus most brands of outboards!”

CONSIGNMENT BOATS
WANTED!

13950 IL Rt 29 • 2 miles south of Pekin, IL

www.WatkinsMarine.com • 309-348-3072

Master Technician w/Fast Service
We’ll get you back on the water in no time!”

Authorized Mercury Dealer - See us for the BEST PRICES!
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rework and fitment would have been 
requiring more than slight effort.

 The more challenging aspect 
of fitting sections from two pieces 
together  (including figuring how 
much length of piece of each must 
remain to allow a decent blend) is 
it must have the expected angle and 
position of the trigger tip be workable 
in the blended whole. Getting the 
exact position in line (the small 
clamps of the fixturing jig are seen) 
and not offset to one side or skewed 
was definitely a concern for making 
things turn out right; any failure in 
that would require extensive effort in 
separating, cleanup, and the retry for 
the second go-round. The extra time 
spent verifying and double-checking 
works to assure no second chance 
becomes necessary. The second image 
shows the pieces joined and ready for 
dressing up the brazing residues.

 The differences are more obvious 
when you see the trigger sets adjacent. 
Note the rear trigger of the right set 
has a marked difference both in length 
and curvature, whereas the left set has 
less difference between triggers than 
the right example. The spacing of the 
right example fairly matches the set 
on the left, so the gap available for a 
finger (in front of either trigger) and 
also the shift required to move to the 
second shot has not be materially 
affected. 
 In case it escaped the attention, 
see that the rear trigger has some 
sideways slope to the finger pad 
contact surface, so that the right hand 
shooter can have the trigger finger 
slightly less wrapped in front of the 
trigger for function, and uses the 
fingertip face to do the trigger push. 
The main surface is also offset to the 
right from the bladed section to place 
the rear trigger more centered behind 
the front trigger and not so much to the 

THE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHING

•  Choke & Mechanical 
Specialist

•  School Trained,         
20+ Years

• Best Recoil Pads

•  Improvement of Turkey, 
Match, Steel Shot 
Performance

• Stop Bruises

P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

636-282-4379
Interesting Articles & Detailed Work Listing at:

TheShotgunShop.net

left side of the trigger guard (compare 
the rear triggers, the right set has the 
metal obviously on the right side 
of the blade, while the left set has 
the rear trigger splitting the material 
to both sides of the bladed section 
entering the lower frame slot). Some 
less refined mechanisms don’t have 
the “handed” slope, just a fairly even 
rounded face of each trigger, much 
like the donor trigger system lacks the 
same slanted face of it’s rear trigger, 
being more centered, not biased to 
one side as one in the repaired item. If 
the rear trigger had been the damaged 
unit, the donor would not be great for 
replacement, at least not without some 
bending and/or reshape to bias it more 

to the right and not conflict with the 
trigger guard internal curve.
 Once the repaired trigger is 
emplaced and checked, everything 
looks as normal and not likely to stand 
out to any observer that some major 
replacement has been done. If someone 
should borrow or purchase this item, it 
would not seem as if there was some 
loss of integrity or originality – much 
less function and pleasurable use. 
Developing a keen eye for symmetry 
and balance can make the final 
appearance and usefulness in the field 
all it was meant to be.

YOUR FISH STORE

www.niotafishmarket.com

Open Mon. – Sat. 
8:00am – 5:00pm

Catfish Fillets $3.95 per pound
Whole Catfish $2.99 per pound

Scored Buffalo Fish $2.95 per pound
Lobster Tails $28.50

King Crab Legs and Claws $23.95 per pound
Dressed Turtle $7.95 per pound

Jumbo Scallops $14.95 per pound
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR FULL LINE OF FRESH 

OR FROZEN FISH, SEAFOOD AND SMOKED FISH

217-448-4241

157 Arbor Street
Niota, Illinois



58 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” July 2019

 Hundreds of new products hit the 
sporting scene every year, but will they 
really make a difference to the serious 
hunter, angler or guide? This review 
features some of the best products out 
there; some newcomers, others not. 
Every product I endorse for the field 
was market-researched based on a need 
or usefulness, compared to respective 
competitors (we don’t mention names), 
and scrutinized under field testing by 
pro sportsman colleagues and myself.  
 My choices were based on the 
following product criteria: 1) Innovative 
Design; 2) Quality and Craftsmanship; 
3) Usefulness to Sportsmen; 4) Travel/
Portability; and 5) Value for the Dollar. 
Overall cost was not a factor and reviews 
were written to reflect the products best 
qualities, not as comprehensive reports. 
I have not been paid by any of these 
entities to critique their gear or blanket 
endorse their companies in whole.

HUNT BLINDS/CONCEALMENT 
$499 to $2599

www.redneckblinds.com 
If you’ve ever been in a Redneck Blind 
then you know you’ve seen the best. 
In fact, after Duck Dynasty’s Willie 
Robertson sat in one of these ‘time-
shares’ he exclaimed, “There’s nothing 

redneck about these blinds!”  
 I’ve had the pleasure of hunting 
from this seamless, maintenance-free, 
fiberglass 6x6 Buck Palace Platinum 
360° (most all the pro hunters use) in 
a variety of states now. The 2” roof 
overhang and window drip edge help 
keep rain off the windows. Acoustical 
foam covers the upper and lower walls. 
High-density foam floor coverings 
are topped with quality marine carpet 
for the ultimate in sound control and 
insulation. 8 large tinted, tempered 
automotive-glass windows provide 
clear views and shot options. Worth 
the investment at $2599, this year I’m 
purchasing one for my own property.
 As for accessories? Bow and gun 
holders, camera mounts, curtains, floor 
liners … they got it all. Redneck’s Gear 
Console (like a dashboard) mounts 
to the wall and holds drinks, shells, 
flashlights, game calls, etc. Their 
folding chair is so comfortable I own 
two. With a quiet, reclined swivel seat 
– triangle cut for leg movement – it can 
also be backpacked into the woods for 
stop and stalks. 
 Whether you buy the Soft Side 360° 
Ghillie Deluxe 6x6 Blind at $499 or the 
6’ Hay Bale Outfitter HD at $599, deer, 
turkey, and other animals adapt almost 
immediately to these very portable 
blinds after set up. The Ghillie Deluxe 
boasts a heavy-duty, water-resistant, 
flame-retardant material with 7 windows 
and 77” ceilings. The Bale Blind offers 
a heavy water-resistant, 3-layer burlap 
removeable cover over a lightweight 
powder-coated steel frame. 10 windows 
(6 silent-slide) and a magnetic flap door 
offer tremendous mobility. Fitting 2-3 
people comfortably, I bowed several 
deer from my own bale blind last year.

GhostBlind Predator Mirrored Blind 
(Ultimate Set) - $328.99

www.ghostblind.com 
 Is it possible to be invisible? 

GhostBlind’s® innovative design allows 
hunters that need a portable option to 
get closer to wild game. 4 reflective 
paneled mirrors tilt out and down 
(anchored with tent stakes and ties) to 
eliminate sun reflections and animal 
movement while reflecting thousands of 
natural surrounding camo patterns. All 
in one blind! 
 Suffering back issues, I can 
comfortably set in my chair of choice 
behind this 46” high blind that sets up 
in a minute. Only 12 lbs. and extremely 
maneuverable, the unbreakable, 
waterproof plastic panels fold up into 
a nice carrying case that can double as 
a backpack. While I used it for turkey 
this spring, I can’t wait to try it during 
deer season on private land or in state 
game lands. It is the best blind of any 
I’ve seen in this niche category. Just 
Google the company’s hunt videos to 
become a believer.

WARM WEATHER 
UPLAND HUNTING

Kevin’s Shooter Shirts - $79 to $129
www.kevinscatalog.com 

 While this Thomasville, Georgia 
company has been outfitting folks with 
upland goods, exquisite world-class 
guns, and beautiful home goods for 
40 years, owners Kevin and Kathleen 
Kelly offer their own branding on the 
bird hunting scene. Hunting Spain or 
Argentina? How about northern grouse, 
southern plantation quail hunts, or 

2019 ASO FALL GEAR REVIEW

Midwest public land pheasant stalks? 
Here are two options for your warm 
weather sporting collection. 
 Working off urban and active wear 
designs, Kevins’ is America’s premier 
women’s brand for technical and 
classically styled field clothing. Like this 
Ladies Huntress Untucked Shooting 
Shirt at $129. Shown here in blaze orange 
to keep you safe, other color options 
(white, bred, navy, olive and lavender) 
are available. Offering removable recoil 
pads, this extremely lightweight stretch 
cotton-poplin shirt with suede patches 
has an adjustable waist and cut longer to 
flatter all body shapes. Shopping for my 
own wife, I’ve never seen a better variety 
of ladies’ upland apparel anywhere. 
A purveyor of fine textiles and shooter 
herself, Kathleen Kelly has you covered. 
 Guys, at $79, you can afford to add 
a little luxury to your gentleman’s sport 
with a Men’s Performance Long Sleeve 
Shooters Shirt. Lightweight and cooling, 
this no-ironing shirt has a bi-swing back 
for ultimate comfort at the clays range 
or in the field. Shown here with brown 
patch and a handsome pattern of light 
and dark blue. Kevin’s Catalog isn’t just 
another upland shop, it’s a lifestyle in the 
Bob White quail capital of the world.

L.L. Bean Men’s Pa’tridge 
Strap Vest II - $119

www.llbean.com                                                                      
 The stalwart icon of the outdoors 
industry found a way to make their 
best-selling strap vest even better. 
They replaced the mesh backing with 
a perforated foam shoulder harness and 
a single-swivel buckle to shed weight. 
The rotating buckle concept I noticed 
immediately in the field; improving 
my range of motion while handling my 
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f i r e a r m , 
d u c k i n g 
under or 
c r a w l i n g 
o v e r 
cover. This 
f e a t u r e 
o f f - s e t s 
a modest 
p o c k e t 
design. 
 The padded lumbar waist belt (wear 
it around your hips at belt-level) takes 
the load off when saddled with all-day 
necessities. A wide, heavy-zippered 
game compartment will hold your 
quarry nicely. Value-priced amongst 
competitors, this rugged, waxed cotton 
vest keeps the traditional look alive in a 
matrix of gimmicky, new-fangled strap 
vests out there.

Orvis Featherweight Kangaroo 
Upland Boots - $398

www.orvis.com 
 Kangaroo leather’s strength-to-
weight ratio is 60% higher than cowhide, 
yet supple and breaks in quickly for 
lasting comfort. Despite running a bit 
tight, five minutes out of the box and 
these boots molded to my feet like 
slippers. And while I always wear inserts 

for foot, leg and back pain, I bravely 
decided to try them all day in and out of 
the field “as is”. These boots are amazing 
and worth every penny if you want to 
make an investment in hunting comfort. 
 The best boot I’ve owned to-date, 
they sport a waterproof, breathable 
membrane and moisture-wicking, 
abrasion-resistant insole. Most same-
class upland boots don’t market a 
reinforced toe; the first area destroyed 
under normal hunting usage. Weight 
per boot is about 1.75 lbs. and the 
polyurethane footbed and outsole really 
shock-absorb; wear them to work. I 
suggest the EE width for wider feet, 
an issue Orvis resolved from previous 
years’ complaints.

Orvis Pro LT Hunting Pants - $149
 I think a number of companies and 
pant options can work for colder weather 

hunts but what 
about the early 
season? No 
one wants 
to be soaked 
from within 
and stalky 
guys (more 
and more of us 
out there these 
days) find it 
difficult to 
maneuver in the field without some give. 
 Orvis’ Pro LT lightweight fabric (in 
sand or dark khaki) is textured to promote 
wicking, venting and temperature 
control. The tight weave stands up to 
brush, yet the Durable Cordura with 
technical stretch and articulated design 
deliver on comfortable and mobility. 
They are not waterproof but treated with 
DWR, the fabric sheds light moisture in 
the field. Anytime pockets are made with 
ventilating mesh it’s a bonus. Standard 
two back pockets (right is zippered).  
 You will like the hidden cuff 
drawstring to keep seeds and debris out. 
The cell phone pocket (with pull tab 
ejector) placed on the right hip is fine 
for most devices but not otter boxes. I 
prefer my front pocket anyway. While 
online, I suggest checking out their 

stretchy, breathable, odor fighting Pro 
LT Hunting Shirt too. The takeaway is 
this: form follows function; they work 
great for warm conditions.

SHOOTING 
Beretta A400 Upland KO 

MRSP $1800 • www.beretta.com 
(go through a dealer)

 The A400 Upland KO is the very 
first Beretta shotgun featuring an 
innovative walnut wood stock with 
the Kick-Off Plus technology, that 
reduces recoil up to 50%. I bought 
the12 gauge/28” as my last all-around 
semi-auto and one my wife could 
handle for clays. Besides, cycling four 
rounds a second (up to 3” shells) with 
its patented “Blink” technology ensures 
just about any game (big or small) is 
going down. 
 Both the line and the checkering 
of the pistol grip and the handguard 
have been redesigned for superior 
shooting comfort. Beretta’s Stelium 
Plus Barrel will last you a lifetime 

HUNTING • FISHING
TRAPPING • BEER

Admission $10.00 at the door or for a limited time, 
tickets will be sold at half price! 

Purchase your tickets now for just $5.00 at

Featuring The New 
World Record 

330” Buck

OTHER FEATURES: TROPHIES OF GRACE
BIG BUCK CONTEST • SEMINARS • ARCHERY TAG

EMAIL US: DEERANDBEERFEST@HOTMAIL.COM

1ST ANNUAL

WWW.DEERANDBEERFEST.COM

AUGUST 24TH & 25TH 
INTERSTATE CENTER, BLOOMINGTON, IL

112 East High Street • Hennepin, IL 61327

815.925.7216
www.hennepinmarine.com

Sizzling Summer 
Sale on all 

new and used 
boats in stock!
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and with 5 extended choke tubes and 
custom-molded carrying case, you’ll 
sleep well on this investment. While 
the Italian Stallion makes the A400 
in various finishes – camos, bronze, 
synthetic – I chose the elegance of the 
Upland. The nickel-plated receiver is 
completed by an exquisite game scene 
engraving; quail on right action side, 
pheasants on the left side. Fusing the 
latest technologies with a classic look, 
I’m convinced this is one of the best 
guns on the market today.

L.L. Bean Maine Guide Waxed-
Canvas Take-Down Shotgun and 

Scoped Rifle Cases - $89
 Handsome, weather resistant and 
rugged, these waxed-canvas gun cases 

are made to go the distance. Padded, 
quilted sides protect your firearms and 
the exterior pocket (with a Velcro and 
magnetic closure) is nice for storing 
choke tubes and ear plugs. Matching 
leather reinforcements and sturdy 
leather shoulder strap add to its look and 
value. I have zealously searched, and 
honestly, L.L. Bean delivers as good 
or better quality than its competitors 
priced at over $300. 
 Both styles have accompanied me 
throughout deer and upland bird seasons 
and perfect for frequent trips to the clays 
range. Stating the obvious, I would not 
recommend soft cases for airline travel. 
Accommodating rifles and shotguns 
2” shorter than case, measure from 
butt stock to end of barrel for sizing. I 
suggest going a size bigger than needed. 
Customer support is fantastic should 
you need help.

L.L. Bean Range and Field Bag - $79
www.llbean.com 

 Once again, in a search to find the 
best quality “all-around range AND 
field bag” for the price, I wound up 
here. The older I get, the more I forget 
something on my way to the sporting 
club. This rugged, nylon canvas carry-
all has plenty of compartments for choke 

tubes, glasses, 
cleaning supplies 
and personals, as 
well as room for 
ear protection, 
many boxes 
of shells and a 
towel. It even 
comes with a 
very nice shell and hull pouch! 
 A negative could be a non-
waterproof finish. However, I don’t 
shoot clays in pouring rain and when 
was the last time you hauled six boxes 
of shells into the woods? Offered in two 
sizes (both in dark olive/briar color), I 
suggest buying the large (1430 cu.in.). 
You won’t regret it.

FISHING
Orvis Ultralight Convertible 

Waders - $298 • www.orvis.com 

  Unequivocally the leader, Orvis 
has been methodically designing and 
testing fly gear for over 160 years. 
The Ultralight Convertible Wader is 
u n b e l i e v a b l y 
versatile and 
l i g h t w e i g h t 
w i t h o u t 
s a c r i f i c i n g 
durability and 
performance. The 
c o n v e r t i b l e 
nature of the 
wader’s uppers 
makes them ideal 
for controlling 
t e m p e r a t u r e s . 
Just undue the 
Fidlock magnetic 
snaps and drop 
the top. If you’re 
the traveling 
type, the weight 
(around 2 lbs.) 
and packability 
are a bonus for 
airline check-in.
 I can attest, 
the 4-layer nylon 
shell material is tough but breathes well 
and does not hold body heat, making this 
ideal gear for warm-weather conditions 

2019 Fall Gear Review . . . cont.
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WHEN THE ROAD ENDS, 
HIGH PERFORMANCE BEGINS.

GO GATOR.
PETERSBURG

18517 Kelly Street
217.632.7767

HAVANA 
1105 State Route 97

309.543.6303

SLOANS.COM
Follow Us On Social

when fishing cold trout streams. It is 
understandable that Orvis let out some 
features, including extra pockets, to 
keep the weight down. But there’s still 
an external storage pocket with YKK 
AquaGuard® water resistant zipper and 
an integrated tool dock and fly patch on 
that front pocket.
 As for fit, Orvis calls it a modern 
fit. Translation: two L or XL dudes 
with different body builds can both fit 
that same respective class on the sizing 
chart and even order the length in short 
to extra-long. Suggestion: If your feet 
are not at the top end of the neoprene 
booties sizing, just order one size bigger 
on your wading boots size like I did. 
While I am not a pro guide myself, 
my colleagues that are say these have 
become their daily waders now.

Orvis Pro Wading Boot - $229     
 In an industry-first collaborative 
effort with Michelin, Orvis introduces 
the PRO Wading Boot. Built on an 
outsole compound specifically designed 
for fly fishing, this revolutionary new 
sole design is an industry disrupting 
advance in wet rubber traction. The 
Michelin Outdoor Extreme outsole 
offers 25% better abrasion resistance 
and a resounding 43% improvement in 
wet rubber traction; no one wants to take 
the fall. I like the boot is higher cut for 
ankle support and lined with closed-cell 
foam. A high density Phylon midsole 
provides shock absorbing comfort and 
arch support. Set up for additional Posi-
Grip screw in studs, this quick-drying, 
lightweight boot drains well and a 
large heel-pull allows for an easy off 
after a long day. I wear these with the 
Ultralight Waders listed above.

Soft Science Fin Fishing Boot and 
Fin 2.0 Dock Shoe - $89.00

www.softscience.com 
 Founder and chief designer of 
Crocs Scott Seaman teamed up with 
former Reebok president John Duerden 
to take the comfort casual footwear 
industry to the next level. At the heart of 
all SoftScience footwear is a proprietary 
footbed material named Trileon™. It 
is a lightweight yet dense closed cell 
co-polymer that is highly resilient, 
supportive and odor resistant. 
 SoftScience puts the foot in a level 
position with zero heel rise or drop. 
This neutral position allows your body 
to align properly and distribute body 
weight. A generous toe-box allows feet 
to spread out naturally. Their Universal 
Comfort Platform theory (UCP) reduces 
foot, ankle, knee, hip and back fatigue. 
Sufferers of all these symptoms, my 
wife and I now own several pair for 
wading through streams, boating and 

even chilling around the house. 
 The men’s and ladies Fin 2.0 (in 
blue) are non-slip, lace-up boating 
shoes offering best in class foot support 
and traction on any slippery surfaces 
including boat decks, beaches, docks 
and jetties. The green Fin Fishing Boot 
contains a self-draining system along 
with neoprene and mesh boot upper 

that dries quickly. This side-zip model 
with tightening buckle is fantastic 
for sensitive feet and protecting your 
ankles on the rocky streambeds and 
seascapes I fish. Suggestion with whole 
sizes only: I would order closest to your 
normal whole size on lace-up models as 
they cinch. On zip models I went down 
a size because of their looser fit. 
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Wessel Sports Outdoors

217-857-3553

All New Fishing and Tackle Equipment.
Specializing in Bass, Panfish and Catfish

Turkey Calls and Ammo
101 E. Main St, Teutopolis, IL 62467

Email John at John@gotowessels.com

S&S LICENSE SERVICE

OWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIM
519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603

CALL: 309-674-9532
EMAIL: titlemike@gmail.com

www.sandslicenseterminal.com

All Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and Boats
Specializing in Boat Trailer 

and ATV’s with no Title

GARDEN OF THE GODS 
ADVENTURE
 Last year I was reminded of a 
hidden gem in Illinois—one that I had 
not thought of for many many years 
but when I heard the name it reminded 
me just how much I’d missed it—
Shawnee!  Not a place to forget trust 
me—its beauty is unique not only in 
Illinois but country-wide. 
 It had been 17 years since I 
last stepped foot into the Shawnee 
National Forest and I had forgotten 
just how incredibly beautiful it truly 
is—almost like another world and 
definitely not what you imagine when 
you think about a traditional Illinois 
landscape.  From beautiful rock 
bluffs to crystal clear creeks, Cypress 
swamps, and rolling wooded hills.  
Snakes, lizards, and so many other 
cool southern species—only a 4 ½ 
hour drive from Peoria.
 We started our venture by 

establishing a base camp at Timber 
Ridge Outpost near Herod.  It’s 
literally the gateway to the Garden of 
the Gods.  They have so many cool 
cabins, houses, and even tree houses 
to rent and at a really reasonable price.  
Our three families with young ones in 
tow stayed at a 4-bedroom home on 
35 private acres.  It looked out over 
the rolling hills of the Forest and was 
within minutes of so many cool sites 
we visited.  
 Starting out at Rim Rock was a 
great idea.  A short 2-mile hike out 
and back got us down into the canyon 
and through some amazing rock walls 
filled with small caves.  The creek at 
the bottom of the canyon was clear 
as could be and full of crayfish for 
the kiddos to mess with mid-hike. 
That same creek ran a couple miles 
and emptied out into Pounds Hollow 

Lake, which included a swimming 
beach for the kids.
 The second day we ventured 
over to Garden of the Gods to see the 
crown jewel of this area and it did 
not disappoint!  One warning—hold 
onto your kids tightly and watch your 
step—there are no fences to keep 
people from getting right to the edge 
of what must be 100-200-yard stacked 
boulders that drop off into the forest 
below.  You can see for miles and miles 

and the boulders lying on top of one 
another reaching that those heights are 
jaw-dropping.  I talked to a local who 
mentioned that several tourists fall to 
their demise every year at this sight by 
being too adventurous on these cliffs.  
Last stop on day two was a creek near 
Iron Furnace complete with an old 
barge rope swing that dropped into 
a dammed off section of the crystal-
clear stream.  Local showed up after 
work and proceeded to jump from 

By Shae Birkey

PREMIER BUILDERS OF PORTABLE BUILDINGS

618-927-0533 • sheds@kkportablebuildings.com
www.kkportablebuildings.com

1-800-786-7111

OFFICE & DISPLAY LOT OPEN AT:
310 N. MAIN ST., BENTON, IL 62812

FINANCING AVAILABLE • RENT-TO-OWN

Call for Super Low Prices on 
Quality Built Cabins, Sheds & Garages!

NEW LOCATIONS: 519 S. Washington St.
DuQuoin, IL

101 W. Commerial St.,
Carterville, IL

14x24 Utility Cabin

16x32 Barn Cabin

14x28 Utility Garage

12x16 Quaker Cabin

16x28 Barn Garage

14x28 Lodge Cabin



July 2019 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 63

the bridge into the hole and made for 
some comic relief.
 The nights were spent chasing 
fireflies and cooking smores around a 
big campfire in the meadow behind the 
house.  A Luna Moth joined us on the 
first day, giving the kids an amazingly 
beautiful sight to see.  I hadn’t seen one 
in years and it reminded me just how 

amazing God’s creations truly are. 
 There are so many hiking trails 
and you could spend days and days 
seeing them all.  The next time we 
come back I plan on hitting up Bell 
Smith Springs which leads you on a 
hike to a hidden swimming hole and 
cliffs to jump off into the hole.  This 
area reminds me most of the Ozark 

Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

MOTEL ROOMS WITH 
KITCHENS AND 
CABIN RENTALS 

IN A SERENE SETTING
The resort is ¼ mile from 

Lake Shelbyville and Lithia 
Springs Marina

2077 E. 1500 N. Rd, 
Shelbyville, IL 62565

www.Lithia Resort.com

Lithia Lodge • 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Cabins • Rooms with Kitchens
Catch and Release Fishing Ponds • Campfire Rings

Charcoal Grills • Picnic Tables • Playground
Electrical Boat Hook-ups • Picnic Shelter

PLEASE ASK US ABOUT OUR WEEKDAY SPECIALS
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL (217) 774-2882

Mountains of southern Missouri 
where I grew up spending summers 
as a young man and still love visiting 
today but with a feel all its own.  
 Either I forgot, or I just didn’t 
realize the Bigfoot presence around 
here.  There were signs and postcards 
everywhere!  The boy got a real 
kick out of it and I was constantly 

reminding him to keep his eye out for 
a Sasquatch—which only added to the 
adventure.  
 If you haven’t been in years 
or if this is your first time I highly 
recommend a 2-3-day trip to the area 
to see some amazing sights and at 
least temporarily make you feel good 
about living in Illinois again. . . .
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Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

ECA Inc. • PO Box 138 • Centralia, IL 62801 • 618-495-2572
Visit us on Facebook!  ISRA.org

AUGUST 9-10 • INTERSTATE CENTER
2301 W. Market St., Bloomington, IL

OCTOBER 5-6 • BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL

OCTOBER 19-20 • ILLINOIS STATE FAIRGROUNDS (ORR BUILDING)
801 East Sangamon Ave., Springfield, IL

NOVEMBER 9-10 • INTERSTATE CENTER
2301 W. Market St., Bloomington, IL

EXTREME DEER DECOYING 
TECHNIQUES
If you think using deer 
decoys is too much hassle 
for too little reward, then 
you haven’t worked it 
hard enough.
 I am firmly convinced 
that hunters don’t use 
decoys as much as they 
should simply because 
they can be inconvenient 
at times and most hunters 
aren’t patient enough to 
work with them until they 
learn to appreciate their 
deadly potential. Most 
decoys are noisy and 
cumbersome to use in the 
field and hunters just don’t 
take the time and expend 
the effort to maximize their 
effectiveness.
 One of the advantages 
of being a whitetail outfitter is that I can 
make full use of decoys for my clients 
and myself in extreme situations and 
conditions. It’s relatively easy for me 
to carry several decoys in the truck or 
on an ATV and to set them up while 
the hunter is getting situated in the 
blind or stand. Then I leave, causing 
a minimum of disturbance. If you’re 
hunting alone, you might tote the 
decoy or decoys to the vicinity of your 
stand and hide them prior to hunting 
the stand. Then all you have to do is 
sneak in, set up the decoys and you’re 
ready for action. Leaving the decoys 
in the blind or woods will also help 
dissipate the scent on them.

Decoy Techniques
 During the pre-rut I’ll generally 
use one or two small buck decoys 
along with the fawn decoy, as the 
bucks are more apt to be in fighting or 
sparring mood. As the rut progresses 
and the bucks are really running does, 
I’ll switch to a buck and doe along 
with the fawn and often use two 
does and a buck decoy to aggravate a 
mature buck.
 I’ve tried just about every deer 
decoy on the market, and often will use 
a couple full-bodied Flambeau decoys 

in conjunction with portable Montana 
Decoy Company photo-realistic 
silhouette decoys (fawn included) to 
add numbers to the setup. When using 
a silhouette decoy, I generally use 
two decoys set at opposing angles to 
give the impression of depth to a buck 
circling the decoys.
 Decoys aren’t only effective 

By Judd Cooney
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Details at www.bedford-sales.com
Email questions to 

bedfordsales@sbcglobal.net 
or call 815-942-1333

879 Bedford Road, Morris, IL

Showroom loaded with New 
& Pre-owned Boat Specials!

2019 Ranger Boats Z175

2019 Skeeter FX20LE 

2019 Vexus AVX1880

2019 Lund 1675 Adventure SS

2019 Triton TRX19 Patriot

during the rut to bring in big bucks. 
During the late bow and firearms 
seasons, a time we are hunting wary 
and skittish deer that run first and look 
later, I’ll often use decoys. A word of 
warning: I limit my decoy use during 
firearms seasons to my private leases 
where I have control of all hunters. 
Even then I am very careful when 
setting out decoys and keep in mind 
blind placement in regards to decoy 
placement. Never carry a decoy into 
the field during a gun season on 
public land, and if you use one on 
private land, keep it covered while in 
the vehicle and cover it with a blaze-
orange bag or cover when transporting 
in the field.
 I often use several decoys in 
conjunction with food plots during 
late season in hopes of allaying the 
deers’ skittishness, bringing them 
into the food plot during shooting 
hours and enticing them within range 
of my blind. I’ll place a couple of 
doe decoys and a couple of medium-
sized buck decoys fairly close to the 
blind. If the hunter is bowhunting, 
I’ll place a doe and buck decoy off to 
each side of the blind and leave the 
area immediately in front of the blind 
or stand open for deer to move into 
without feeling crowded. I’ll often 
add a couple of turkey decoys staked 
so they will swing in the breeze and 
add movement to the decoy spread as 
additional confidence decoys.
 When I’m muzzleloader hunting 

during late season for mature trophy 
bucks, I’ll use a couple buck decoys 
placed 25 to 50 yards from my blind 
in hopes of giving a mature buck 
the confidence to come out of cover 
earlier in the evening and work within 
range of the blind.
 Decoying deer is probably the 
most underutilized method of getting 
close to a trophy buck. Granted, 
decoying can be intimidating and 
frustrating, and like all hunting, is 
never a sure thing. You only get out 
of it what you’re willing to put into 
it. However, the first time you watch 
a trophy buck get suckered by your 
decoy setup and end up right where 
you want him, you’ll become a 
believer. Extreme decoying tactics 
might just become the most deadly 
deer hunting method in your arsenal.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com

Whitetail Journal Senior Editor Dave Maas lured this mature South Dakota 
buck into shooting range of his natural ground blind with a Flambeau 

Flocked Boss Babe decoy (below) that was sprinkled with doe-in-heat scent.
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1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

THE STING
(PART ONE)
By John Simeone

“Use Enough Gun”...….Robert Ruark

 In his Safari Books the great outdoor 
writer, Robert Ruark mentioned the fact 
he shot a Hyena with a 220 Swift and 

s u b s e q u e n t l y 
nearly got his 
face bitten off; 
he ended the 
contentions with 
a 470 Nitro. 
My partner 
shot a rather 

nasty Louisiana Wild Boar with a 222 
Remington and we got charged flat 
out, I stopped it with a 300 Weatherby 
Magnum. 10-year-old Landon Harrison 
(my rent a kid) made a perfect 120-
yard double lung shot on a 250-pound 
10-point buck with a 6mm Remington 
with Hornady 95 grain SST bullets. 
After a 3-hour tracking job that I was 
never giving up, we found the buck 1000 
yards away by Google Earth. Landon 
now prefers the 45-70, somewhere the 
truth is out there.
 In a world of speculation by 
young videographers that may or not 
be in double figures on big game, I 
prefer to spin a yarn and try as I will 
to tell the truth. I think I finally found 
the modern-day combination of low 
recoil, proper bore size, accuracy, and 
terminal power on Deer Sized game. 
That would be the 6.5 Creedmoor. This 

makes me a rather late bloomer on the 
subject of this cartridge, as every gun 
writer and videographer have beaten 
me to the punch. It helped however, 
as I got a real education on the subject 
by reading what they had to say. The 
6.5 Creedmoor I think gets a lot more 
credit than it deserves but it works and 
works well within ethical limits.
 One thing you need to know there 
are two types of firearms advisors, 
the salesmen that will say anything 
in favor of the product in an attempt 
to convince you. Then you have the 
truthful evaluators that will add the 
commonsense factor to the equation and 
seem amazed if they get good results. 
That’s me folks and I catch a lot of hell 
from those caught in a bald face lie.
 Long ago I established my 
personal minimum on Deer sized game 
being .257 or the quarter bore. This 
includes the old 250-3000 Savage, 
the better 257 Roberts, and the 25-06. 
In all my experience I have seen the 
243 and 6mm cartridges fail on deer 
size game more than anything, not so 
with the 25s. Using one of the oldest 
forms of knock down power (Taylors 
Knock Out) the factor of 10 for the 

.243 seems to be the happy minimum. 
The 6.5 Creedmoor with 120 and 140 
grain bullets scores a respective 13 
and 14 on the Taylor scale. Still it is 
not the knock down champ compared 
to say a 30-06.
 Now let’s take that tiny step bigger 
and better and take an objective look 
at the 6.5 Creedmoor. It is .264 caliber 
so it will punch the respective hole 
required to keep the wound open and 
has the required energy to deliver the 
majestic game animal an instant end. I 
worry a lot more about that than if one 
of my multitudes of granddaughters 
(all Karate trained by me personally) 
wince at a big bad 6.5 Creedmoor 
opposed to a .243; which I won’t 
allow in the house. Regardless of my 
sometime bias opinion (that do not 
lie), any cartridge works well within its 
commonsense parameters, however, 
sometimes hype based on enthusiasm 
causes “The Shot Too Far.”
 The long-range attributes have 
been established on various target 
ranges, while hunters may have 
mistaken the long range accuracy, for 
long range effectiveness. Some believe 
if they can hit it they automatically 

Its beautiful, accurate and correct, 
the long awaited 6.5 Creedmoor in the 

Henry Long Ranger.
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kill it. This may be so, but with a 
mired of natural variables, a hunter 
needs to know the limitations. Yes, a 
good shot placement will dispatch the 
target critter, but when the event takes 
place it may be in a place you can’t 
go such as a Louisiana briar patch, 
or Nancy Pelosi’s back 40. Suddenly 
the acronym D.R.T. (dead right there) 
makes a lot of sense.
 The news that Special Operations 
Command (SOCOM) is changing over 
from 7.62 NATO (308 Winchester) to 
6.5 Creedmoor in the M110 Sniper 
System added impetus to the known 
long-range effectiveness. Let me 
enlighten the civilian world of hunters 
and shooters. General Patton’s 
old adage of, “Give your enemy 
maximum opportunity to die for 
his country,” went out with the M-1 
Garand and the 30-06. Now the idea 
is to, “Cause Casualties” as it takes 3 
guys to pack out the wounded soldier 
thus becoming a battlefield multiplier. 
In the end the 6.5 Creedmoor does in 
fact ballistically out do the 308 at long 
range, giving the military a need for a 
bigger fig leaf. Hear me clearly, that 
is not Big Game Hunting, past about 
500 yards (likely less), keep the 6.5 

Creedmoor on steel and paper targets, 
and not on Deer and Elk hide.
 There are a lot of 6.5 Creedmoor 
rifles, some are akin to the Extraterrestrial 
Discombobulator issued to the new 
Space Force, to a beautiful custom rifle 
of various brands. Enter the Henry Long 
Ranger “Made in America or not made 
at all,” a patriotic motto indeed. You 
can’t blame me completely, but among 
numerous outdoor writers and normal 
every day hunters and shooters, I did 
in fact recommend the 6.5 Creedmoor 
to be added to the cartridge line of the 
Long Ranger (a selfish attempt to send 
the .243 into obsolescence, but not 
likely) . This is one beautiful rifle in 
any grade, ergonomically point able, 
with Henry reliability; so, it comes 
down once again that “Only Accurate 
Rifles Are Interesting.” The claim 
was the unheard of boast of the Lever 
Action Henry in 6.5 Creedmoor could 
match many bolt action hunting rifles 
in accuracy. Well if you send me one, I 
will find out one way or the other; and 
they did.
 This combination of a Lever 
Action with the 6.5 Creedmoor 
looks to be one of those special rifles 
at home in both Eastern Whitetail 

hunting and Western Mule Deer in the 
mountains. This includes wild hogs, 
black bear, pronghorn antelope and 
various exotic fauna known to inhabit 
the wilds of Texas. I think about 400 
yards is about as far as I want to shoot 
anything with a 6.5, but we have all 
seen the fantastic shots made on You 
Tube. Before you do something like 
that envision the You Tube videos by 
Gary Selby, “The Real Gun Smith” 
and learn a few things. I don’t think 
those who buy this fine rifle will 
do more with it than hunt deer at 

somewhat less than long range, but 
you never really know.
 As the components were gathered 
for the project, I thought about the 
most accurate and durable scope I had 
ever seen. It was the Leatherwood 
ART-1000 2x10x42 Army and 
Marine Sniper Scope, still in service 
today since Vietnam. It only took a 
few moments of introduction and 
Chris at Leatherwood Hi-Lux had 
one on the way. To watch the various 
You Tube videos on this item is no 
guff. You adjust it to your caliber 
and load, zero in at a known distance 
(200 yards) and it will compute 
out to longer distances by using a 
separate range finder or the ability 
to self range find with a bracketing 

WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

Call Paul or Toby to book your dream hunt of a lifetime!
517-750-9060 • TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Ted Nugent

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL
309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr.

(off Rt 9)
Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543

Shooting a tight group is one thing but 
hitting the edge of a Playing Card 

flapping in the wind is in fact “Aim 
Small Miss Small” the Henry 
6.5 matched a bull barrel .223 

at 50 yards. A good start.

The original computer Sniper scope, 
baptized by fire from Vietnam to 
Desert Storm, and still in service 

today. The Leatherwood 
ART-1000 Pro, a good match 
for the Henry Long Ranger.
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279 N. Front St. Macon, IL 62544

(217) 764-5678 

The-bullettrap.com

WELCOME TO 

THE BULLET TRAP!  

Experience state-of-the-art 
indoor recreational target shooting!

Visit our New Online Store!
Our pro-shop, The Gun Vault, is now 

open for business. We carry a variety of 
firearms and accessories.  We also accept 

guns on trade and consignment. 

The Bullet Trap is available for private 
parties and special events. 

THE “CABIN”

THE “CABIN” FEATURES:
Rustic Pine Millwork • Six-Panel Pine Doors • Vaulted Ceilings • EL Baseboard Heat 

Tile Floor-Kitchen/Bath • Cedar Siding or Log Siding • Pine Wood Floors
Pella Double Hung Windows • Natural Hickory Cabinetry • Rustic Lighting

Modular Construction • Ready for Occupancy approximately 3 days after delivery
Buyer must provide Foundation & Hookups

CSI MANUFACTURING INC.
You can own the vacation home of your dreams for less than you think!

866-937-5544 • www.csihomesonline.com • PO Box 138, Cambridge IL 61238

Kitchen Knives • Hunting Knives • Skinning Knives
Pocket Knives • German Style Scissors • Cleavers

Axes • Swords • Repair Broken Tips

620-635-0292

STOP THE BITING GNATS 
& MOSQUITOES!

VBS, Inc.
VanillaBugSpray.com

309.346.1044

You can find 
Vanilla Bug Spray at 
these fine dealers:

Amboy Sporting Goods, Amboy, IL
Bishop’s Ace Hardware, Springfield, IL
Nord Outdoor Power, Bloomington, IL

Riverside Bait and Tackle, Pekin, IL

meat damage than necessary. With 
something like a 30-06 its not much 
of a problem, but with sub 30 caliber 
such as the 6.5 Creedmoor, it requires 
a Premium Hunting bullet. The ones 
that are almost long range target 
bullets will make the hit, but may not 
make the humane kill. That being said 
there are two 
that will. 
 Its a matter 
of choice of 
leaded or non 
leaded, while 
both bullets 
do about the 
same thing 
while being 
e x t r e m e l y 
accurate. That 
would be the 
time honored 
N o s l e r 
P a r t i t i o n 
Bullet and the 
C o n t r o l l e d 
Chaos Bullet 
by Lehigh 
Defense LLC. 
What they 

do is blow the front end of the bullet 
and dump energy while the rear part 
punches all the way through. There are, 
of course, others that will do well, so this 
becomes a personal recommendation. 
 With me its hunting in the Deep 
South in Louisiana. A sharpshooter 
with anything from a 22 Hornet to 
a 45-70 is legal. This may find you 
being crowded into the thickest brush 
that grows on earth, to rolling hills or 
creek bottoms, to a clear cut or bean 
field from an elevated stand. Here 
there is really no such thing as an all-
around rifle, all you can do is get close 
to perfect or have more than one rifle 
(like me) and know beforehand what 
you’re getting into.
 With the Henry Long Ranger in 
6.5 CM It would be used watching 
clear cuts, and open fields. With the 6.5 
if it doesn’t kill outright it shouldn’t 
run more than 50 to 100 yards. Here 
accuracy for good shot placement is 
paramount. If I’m hunting in close, or 

crosshair within the scope. It sounds 
complicated but with a little practice 
it becomes amazing, especially with 
the 6.5 Creedmoor cartridge.
 The Bullet factor. In the world 
of bullets there are many good ones, 
in my case for deer hunting, I want a 
bullet that will dump all of its energy 
inside the quarry but get complete 
broadside penetration. That’s a tall 
order. Some zip right through and 
expand little, transferring most of the 
energy on the opposite hillside. The 
second problem is a bullet that is too 
lightly constructed and can be stopped 
by a shoulder blade causing more 

Just a little tease 
group at 100 yards 
on 2 power, using 
the Leatherwood 

Scope and 
Winchester 125 

grain “Deer 
Season” Extreme 

Points. It’s 
about to get 

serious. Did you 
notice that’s a 
Lever Action?

The 122 grain 
Lehigh Defense LLC 

Controlled Chaos 
bullet in their factory 

or handload is my 
personal choice, but 
those Federal and 

Winchester Factory 
Loads look really good.

an evening hunt, I would be inclined 
to use a different rifle such as the 45-
70. The idea of leaving a poorly shot 
deer to return to a Coyote massacre 
the next morning, teaches you to use 
enough gun, and learn how to shoot it.
      Something Henry owners know is 
that this brand of rifle is addictive. With 
me it’s a useful collection to cover any 
hunting situation, a tall order indeed. 
My 30-30 is great for the morning hunt 
that may find me in heavy timber with 
nothing more than a 150-yard shot. If 
it runs, I have daylight time to track 
the animal. For the evening hunt the 
Henry 45-70 comes out, to alleviate 
the tracking job. Now with the 6.5 
Creedmoor I can watch the clear cuts 
for a little extra range if needed.
 Don’t miss “The Sting” Part 
Two, we already know the Henry 
will shoot with a Bolt Action, but 
this is Adventure Sports Outdoors 
Magazine, so we are going to get on 
with the Challenge....Pass it on.

The Sting (Part 1) . . . continued
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BASS FISHING: NOT JUST A SPORT FOR 
THE PROS ANYMORE
By Nathan Lamberson

 A new form of sport fishing has 
formed all over the United States in 
recent years....No its not professional 
bass fishing, but instead High School bass 
fishing. That’s right, across the country 
school districts are forming tournament 
bass fishing teams to compete locally, 
regionally and in some cases nationally 
against other high school level bass 
fishing teams. While there aren’t any 
FINAL numbers, there is an estimated 
2,500 school teams/clubs at the high 
school level of tournament bass fishing 
with Illinois creating the first officially 
sanctioned bass fishing team in 2009. 
 I am lucky enough to have a high 
school bass fishing team right here in 
my hometown of Jacksonville Illinois. 
Approved by the local school board in 

April of 2018, the Jacksonville High 
School Bass fishing team headed up 
by Coach Tony Perkins is still a VERY 
young team, but their first season shows 
a lot of promise for years to come. The 
team finished 4th place twice this season 
AND the team missed qualifying for the 
IHSA state tournament by ONLY 1 place. 
I recently sat down and spoke with Coach 
Perkins and I asked him how the team 
came to be, and how he was chosen as 
the coach and this is what he had to say “I 
was actually approached by some parents 
about forming the club. They knew that I 
was an avid bass fisherman and they had 
children that were as well. They thought it 
would be a good idea for the high school, 
approached me and asked me if the high 
school would consider it, and explained 
how it would benefit their children. 
They also asked that I coach the team. I 
took their suggestions and developed a 
proposal for the school board.” 
 The Jacksonville Bass Fishing team 
has 9 anglers on the team and its not the 
same with every team across the country. 
It depends a lot on angler interest as well 

as boat availability. So 
how does a team go 
about getting a boat? 
Volunteers provide their 
boats and time. They 
go out with the students 
and coach on the water. 
Boat captains can only 
drive the boat and run the trolling motor. 
They can coach and talk to anglers about 
what to throw and how to throw it, but 
they cannot fish, net fish, or tie on lures. 
They cannot handle fish either. When it 
comes to finances.....not all schools are 
created equally. I asked Coach Perkins 
about the financials of the bass club and 
he said this “Each school district is in 
its own unique situation when it comes 
to bass club funding.” When asked how 
HIS team got the funding Coach Perkins 
accredits Organizations like Whitetails 
Unlimited, Jacksonville Rotary Club, 
Ducks Unlimited, Lews, JET Custom 
Baits, NWTF, Tom Finch Automotive, 
Falcon Rods, Lomelino Sign Company, 
Open House Print Shop and the City of 
Jacksonville.

 I asked Coach Perkins what he would 
tell other coaches that are looking to form a 
team and he says “It is not that difficult. For 
someone wanting to start a club, you will 
just need to go to your local school board 
with a proposal. If the board approves, 
the school district will need to provide 
insurance, but the real work is securing 
boat captains and scheduling tournament 
dates for the club. “ The old adage goes 
“Give a man a fish, and you feed him for 
a day. Teach a man to fish, and you feed 
him for a lifetime.” So, lets encourage our 
young people to get into fishing and maybe 
they too will be the next ones to start a bass 
fishing team at their local high school.  
For more info on tournament bass fishing 
at the high school level check out www.
highschoolfishing.org.

FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537

www.ZippelBay.com
6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586

3 Night Cabin / 2 Day CHARTER
Starting at $390/person • Deluxe Cabin $460/person

Week cabin 
Starting at $840 • Deluxe Cabin $1740

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!
SALES & SERVICE ON ALL OUTBOARD MOTORS!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Let us 
help you 

keep your 
boat in 

the water!
310 Derby St. • Pekin, IL 61554

(309) 346-7018
Like Us on Facebook.com/ShipmanMarineandGun

Rico’sDOWNTOWN MARETTA

WELCOME FISHERMAN & HUNTERS!

Beer • Cocktails
Bar Games

BUTCH’S PIZZA

Monday - Thursday Open 11:00 am – 12:00am • Friday - Saturday 11:00am – 1:00am
Sunday Noon – 9:00pm

309-926-6005

VIDEO SLOT PROVIDER

Jacksonville High School Bass Team
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I CAN …
by Marlene Odahlen-Hinz 
marleneasomag@gmail.com

B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available

1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350
Call: 815.433.0432

Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com
Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

 Retention in participants in 
outdoor activities has been a concern 
of every state for years.  Last year 
MN documented the lowest sales 
in hunting and fishing license sales 
since 1976.  People don’t consider 
experiencing the outdoors as a priority 
anymore.  
 As a response to these declining 
numbers, Minnesota has designed 
and implemented several outdoor 
programs targeting kids and adults 
with little or no knowledge of some 
popular activities that in the past have 
been a tradition.  
 The I CAN series experienced 
mentors are connected to beginners in 
an effort to get them out where they 
can see and appreciate the wonderful 
resources that Minnesota offers.
 I CAN CAMP is one of the 
most popular programs.  It teaches 
participants who are more comfortable 
working on a computer to set up a 
camp, build a fire and even how to 
cook over a campfire.  It is set up for 
either a one- or two-night experience.  
AND trained camp supervisors are 
always available to help and answer 
questions.  Tents, camp stove, air 
mattresses, firewood and other gear 
are provided.  Two adults and three 

small children can fit comfortable 
in the tents provided.  The camping 
program offers unique activities to 
entertain the kids as well as the adults. 
Participants are required to bring 
their own sleeping bags, food and 
personnel items
 I CAN FISH is specifically 
designed for the first-time angler.  
Skilled fishermen/women will be an 
armslength away to teach each person 
the basics of fishing.  Learn how to tie 
on a hook, cast out a line, set a hook 
and net a fish.  All the equipment is 
provided.  Each participant receives 
a small tackle box to take home with 
them.  No fishing license is required B.O.W. offers hands on experience in archery.

ATTENTION GUN OWNERS!
New legislation reveals real intent of gun control advocates.

Senator Julie Morrison (D-Deerfield) has told everyone that she intends to call 
SB1966 in either 1st or 2nd Veto Session.  

1st Veto Session is scheduled for October 28, 29 and 30. 
2nd Veto Session is scheduled for November 12, 13 and 14.

 
CALL YOUR SENATOR & HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE 

TO OBJECT TO SB1966!!!
SEE AD ON PAGE 45
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for this “I Can” program.
 I CAN PADDLE is also designed 
for first-time paddlers. Participants 
have the opportunity to canoe or kayak 
on either Minnesota’s beautiful rivers 
or lakes.  Instructions will be giving 
how to property launch a canoe or 
kayak and how to paddle efficiently.  
You will even learn how to plan a 
river trip for the entire family.  Use 
of a canoe, kayak, paddles and life 
jackets are provided.  
 SEA KAYAKING is available 
to those taking the next step in water 
travel.  You will learn how to paddle 
on Lake Superior by gliding past 
towering cliffs and the Split Rock 
Lighthouse.  It gives you a new 
appreciation for the beauty of Great 
Lakes and offers an experience that is 
exhilarating.  
 I CAN MOUNTAIN BIKE will 
take you off-road for a truly unique 
experience.  Before hitting the trail 
for a group ride you will learn how 
to shift, brake, body position, basic 
safety and trail etiquette. You start out 
on a closed skills course then head out 
by a group trail ride. Mountain bike 
riding experience isn’t necessary, but 
the ability to ride a bike on pavement 
is required.
 ARCHERY IN THE PARKS 
lets you be your own action hero.  All 
equipment is provided, and certified 
archery instructors will show kids 
proper stance, form, follow through, 
safety and line etiquette.  There just 
may be an Olympic champion in the 
making at this fun activity.
 There is a nominal fee to 
participate in some of these events.  
Classes are held in various MN State 
Parks from June through mid-August.
 There are also classes and clinics 
designed just for adults wanting 
to learn more about the outdoors.  
Becoming an Outdoors Woman 
is a national, well established 
program designed to introduce all 
sorts of outdoor activities to women.  
Minnesota has the distinction of being 
#1 in the nation of teaching outdoor 
skills to the most women annually 
(approximately 1,500 a year attend 
B.O.W. events in MN).  Archery, 
bowhunting, snowshoeing, dog 
sledding, camping and kayaking is just 
the short list of classes and workshops 
a woman can attend.  Contact your 

local DNR for more information on 
how to register for a Becoming an 
Outdoors Woman event.
 Learn to Hunt in Illinois provides 
free educational workshops aimed at 
adults who want to learn how to hunt.  
Not everyone comes from a hunting 
family that passes these traditions on, 
but Illinois had developed a way of 
teaching adults to hunt big game and 
waterfowl.  Not only are techniques 
taught but so is game ecology, ethics, 
butchering and processing wild game.  
 In Minnesota some of the funding 
for these education programs comes 
from the Clean Water and Legacy 
Amendment which was passed in 
2008. What the amendment did was 
increase the state sales tax by 3/8 of 
one percent beginning July 1, 2009 
and continuing until 2034.  The 
revenue is then divided among trust 
funds for parks and trails, environment 
and natural resources, clean water, 
outdoor projects and finally arts and 
culture.  
 Each state seems to be creating 
more programs each year to address 
the declining interest in the outdoors.  
Volunteers are always needed so, 
take time to check the opportunities 
available in your state to help give 
people a new way to enjoy the 
outdoors and our natural resources.
 Until next month, don’t forget to 
take your daughter, granddaughter or 
niece bowhunting.

“CO-CHI-1” CHARTER
Lake Michigan Sport Fishing At Its Finest!

North Point 
Marina

Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter 
Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH POINT MARINA at the 
Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE 
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)

WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.5 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 35+ YEARS!

 (847)872-1191

For information and reservations call or write: 
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 
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TEACHING TO RECALL, 
QUARTER, AND CAST

ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL

dogcamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

GUN DOG TRAINING
Specialize in all Pointing Breeds

Let 40 Years Experience Work for You! 
Employing Patient, Positive Methods ...

Insuring A 
Happy Dog 
that Loves 

What it Does!

EXCELLENT TRAINING GROUNDS, FACILITIES
& CARE FOR YOUR DOG SECOND TO NONE!

Competitive Rates . . . Call for Reservations & Directions

618-599-4789
Gerry MacKenzie • McLeansboro, Illinois

 On a recent trip to Michigan, I had 
an experience that inspired me to insist 
in preventing fellow hunters from going 
through some of the longest days of my 
life. When one of the guys reached to 
open his crate for the morning’s hunt, 
I heard some discretionary comments 
from behind me, referring to a dog 
named “quarter mile”. The remainder of 
the day was spent screaming, searching 
and cursing a wirehaired pointer that 
was never trained to come in nor search 
within a comfortable distance. By the 

end of the day, I was willing to purchase 
a GPS collar for a fellow I barely knew.
 The process of training a dog to check 
in, to pattern, and cast into the direction 
of your choice is relatively simple. This 
discussion refers to the dogs who the 
trainer request that their pup immediately 
responds to a command to check in, or 
compliant about a change in direction. 
Obviously, we are not talking about young 
pups that have been taught to come when 
called by the use of the check cord and 
whistle, but this should be a prerequisite.

 Let us first cover how to encourage a 
hardheaded dog to respond immediately 
to our request, which will be the most 
difficult task. We want to first make 

sure when he hears and sees our pleas 
there will be little question about the 
outcome. All of this training has got to 
be done in an area with no distractions. 

by Dave Molyneaux
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GAMBER COVE
With over 10 well-stocked fishing lakes, miles of 

hiking trails, berry picking, mushroom hunting, swimming 
pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.

Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

www.GamberCove.net

Enjoy 315 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL
309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL
309-820-7543

Rentals Available for Contractors & Homeowners
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates

Minimal Delivery Fee

This includes any places the dog can 
call security such as a home, or vehicle. 
We are going to teach the pup to 
acknowledge and come running when 
we call his name or whistle.
 Attach an e-collar to the dog’s neck 
(not the flank) and set the transmitter 
on a medium stimulation along with a 
check cord. Take your dog to the field 
and wait until your pup relaxes and is 
approaching the end of your check cord 
and is under motion and not standing 
still. It is important to be fair and honest 
with your request telling your dog to 
come in. If your dog decides to bolt, 
prevent it by holding on to the end of 
the check cord and reel in your pup.
 First begin calling, whistling, and 
motioning to your pup to come to 
you. If and when the pup ignores your 
request, begin using your e-collar. How 
you use it is of upmost importance. 
Begin pressing the nick/momentary 
mode button intermittently giving 
your pup time to rationalize your pleas 
between electrical pulses. Continue 
this sequence until he begins coming 
to you, all the while vocalizing and 
motioning your pup to come in. When 
he gets to you, be sure to comfort and 
reward him enthusiastically for making 

the correct decision. Repeat this 
sequence a few more times noticing 
that each time will require less and less 
persuasion. The next time you go out 
do not have the check cord attached. 
You now have taught your pupil to 
have your total respect. With pointing 
dogs, it is always advisable to use 
only the nick/momentary function on 
your transmitter. We are training—not 
punishing—so hit your button much 
the same as Morris code.
 We now have the dog convinced to 
come in on our command and request. 
Ideally we want to also train him to hunt 
out in front of us. The course he takes 
has got to be in a sweeping motion, not 
a straight line away from us. If he wants 
to really cover ground, fine, but it has 
got to move in a back and forth motion 
in front of you, referred to as quartering 
or patterning.
 With a check cord attached to the 
pup’s collar we want to work our dog in 
a hyped-up manner. Everything has got to 
be, in simple terms, happy-happy. You will 
want to walk in a brisk manner, allowing 
the dog to run past you. As he passes you 
by, give the rope a sharp snap says “hup” 
and make an abrupt about face, and keep 
walking. Each and every time he runs past 

you go through the same sequence each 
time. In no time at all, you will notice 
the dog spinning an about face before 
you can snap the rope. It is advisable to 
intermix the verbal cues with two tweets 
on a whistle as well. In open country the 
sound of a whistle carries further, but if 
you are hunting in the woods remember 
the whistle sounds deflects.
 Notice nothing has been said 
regarding pointing in the direction you 
wish to travel. It can be done, but it is 
much simpler to point your torso in that 
direction and take a couple of steps. 
We now have our pup taking notice 
when we wish to change our course 
of direction. So, we venture to a field 
with no birds and teach him to listen 
to us and work back and forth in front 
of us. Once the pup has demonstrated 
he knows what is expected of him the 
e-collar can be introduced to ensure 
he is compliant in the event a deer or 
rabbit is sighted.
 There is a simple cure for the 
dog that hunts for himself and makes 
it a practice to blow off the owner’s 
commands. There is nothing quite like 
the pleasure of hunting behind a dog 
that covers ground nicely and in your 
comfort zone.

•  All Inclusive Includes: 
  Food, Beverages & Lodging
•  3 Days - 4 Nights Fully 

Guided
•  All Inclusive Includes: Food, 

Beverages & Lodging
•  Cleaning & Packaging of 

Game Birds
•  WiFi, Ping-Pong & Pool Table
• All Transportation Furnished 
• Corporate Hunts Available

Deb Park with a 14.2lb King 
Salmon out of Michigan City, IN. 

Congrats on a great catch.
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ARCHERS TAKE AIM AT METROPOLIS, IL!

SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

and
2512 W. Main St.

Shelbyville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

 Metropolis Illinois is the 
target location for archers from 

around the world!
 In July and August, three separate 
tournaments will take place at Mermet 
Lake Fish and Wildlife Area, 1812 
Grinnell Road, Belknap, IL.  Mermet 
Lake is located 11 Miles North of 
Metropolis on State Route 45.
 July 9th-11th, 2019, Scholastic 
3-D Archery (S3DA) will host their 
3rd annual Outdoor Target National 
Championship. 3-D archery features 
competitive rounds of lifelike, three-
dimensional animal targets made 
of foam.  Students will have the 
opportunity to compete against S3DA 
members from across the United States 
for the title of “National Champion” 
in their division. The competition will 
consist of archers shooting 6 ends of 6 
arrows. Shoot-downs will take place 
for each different class and division.

 Door prizes will be given away 
by random drawings! There will also 
be other special activities available to 
students and parents for a nominal fee. 
Vendors will be on-site to see their 
products and equipment to families 
and students, as well as food vendors 
and more.  https://www.s3da.org/
 July 29-31, 2019, the City 
of Metropolis will once again be 
sponsoring the cash prize Superman 
Classic prior to the Archery Shooters 
Assoc. (ASA) Classic.  There will be 
a one time entry fee of $25.00 and 
archers are eligible to shoot once each 
day.  The ranges will change daily 
with shooting times from 9 AM to 

3 PM.  Combined prize money for 
the professional and amateur classes 
will be over $20,000.00!   http://
metropolis tourism.com/events/
archerytournaments/
 The ASA Pro/Am Tour is 
a national series of Pro/Am 
tournaments, plus the Championship 
“Classic” which are recognized as 
the best run, highest paying and 
most exciting events in 3-D archery.  
August 1-4, 2019 the Metropolis area 
will host the championship event – 
the ASA Classic.
 If you’ve never experienced 

the fun and excitement of a national 
tournament you need to be there. 
It is a true archery festival with the 
top archery manufacturers showing 
the newest and latest products, 
competition classes for the whole 
family, and a full schedule of 
archery opportunities. In addition 
to the two rounds of competition 
featuring McKenzie 3-D targets, 
other activities include McKenzie 
Speed Bags for warm-up, a 40 target 
3-D practice range, Team Shoots 
with Pros and amateurs, the Known 
Distance Shoot, Lancaster Long Shot 

Archery Vendor Archery Practice



900 North Main Street, Dupo, IL 62239
618-286-5252 • Dupomarinecenter@gmail.com

www.dupomarinecenter.com

Diagnosis

ASE & Chevrolet Certified
Foreign & Domestic Automotive Service

Automatic Transmission Specialist
22165 IL Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568

Phone: (309) 925-5601
Cell: (309) 251-2426

Repair

BROOKS TRANSMISSION, INC.

Over 25 Years 
of Experience

Call Us & Save!

Call Southernmost Illinois 
Tourism Bureau for a guide to 

outdoor adventures: 800-248-4373
www.southernmostillinois.com
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and the opportunity to meet, watch 
and learn from the greatest archers 
in the world. ASA offers everyone 
the chance to experience the fun 
of these professionally run events 
with competition ranges that are 
specifically designed to be spectator 
friendly, and competition classes that 
allow everyone from age six-to-over 
sixty to compete. 
 Among the amateur classes 
are the Bow Novice and Women’s 
Bowhunter classes that are 
specifically designed for novices and 
bowhunters to come out and try their 

hand. They shoot known distance, the 
maximum distance is 30 yards, and 
long stabilizers and movable sights 
and sights with magnification are not 
permitted.  Anyone who has a passion 
for bowhunting needs to try their hand 
at an ASA event to help extend their 
season and hone their archery skills.  
https://asaarchery.com/

Archery Vendor

Archery Village Kids Shoot
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WATERFOWL 2017
DUCK BAND FACTS
Duck bands are keepsakes, and it’s not 
uncommon to see them featured on a 
duck hunter’s call lanyard. But these 
bands tell great stories too, like the 
duck band found in the belly of a gator.
 For waterfowl hunters, duck 
and goose bands are among the most 
treasured mementos of the hunt. 
Killing a banded bird is a special thrill. 
Wearing a lanyard of bands around 
your neck is a symbol of status.
 The value and importance of 
waterfowl bands far exceeds that of 
mere jewelry, however. Hunters who 
report their bands play a vital role in 
waterfowl conservation. The reports 
not only provide interesting insight 
into the lives of waterfowl, but also 
hopefully foster a much greater 
appreciation for our quarry.
 Duck Banding: From 1914 

through 2007, about 13 million ducks 
had been banded in North America. 
The mallard leads the flock, with 
about 7 million banded. Blue-winged 
teal are a distant second at more than 
1.5 million, followed by pintails and 
wood ducks (1.3 million), black ducks 
(1 million) and green-winged teal 
(500,000).
 Not surprisingly, the duck bands 
most often found on hunters’ lanyards 
are those found on commonly banded 
species such as mallards (around 
1 million recoveries), black ducks 
(160,000), pintails (147,000) and wood 
ducks (140,000). Among the real rarities 
are the 2,000 or so bands (per species) 
recovered from cinnamon teal, common 
goldeneyes and buffleheads. Rarer still 
are bands from ruddy ducks, long-tailed 
ducks (oldsquaws) and spectacled 
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By Keith Sutton

eiders. If you have a ruddy duck band, 
you’re one of only 550 hunters who can 
make that claim. Only 61 long-tailed 
duck bands have been recovered, and 
only 10 spectacled eider bands!
 Goose Banding: Canadas are 
banded far more often than other goose 
species, with more than 2.8 million 

banded since 1914. Snow geese rank 
second at approximately 750,000, 
followed by white-fronted geese 
(specklebellies;122,000), black brants 
(107,000), Ross’s geese (76,000) and 
Atlantic brants (31,000).
 More than 715,000 Canada goose 
bands have been recovered, 118,000 

Photo by Amy Hatfield
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snow goose bands and 22,000 white-
fronted goose bands. Among the real 
rarities are the 145 bands recovered 
from 9,500 banded emperor geese. 
Rarer still are bands from barnacle 
geese and Hawaiian geese. Should 
you have a barnacle goose band, it’s 
one of only nine ever recovered (only 
11 barnacle geese have been banded). 
And only four Hawaiian goose bands 
have been recovered from the 700-plus 
birds that have been banded.

Unlikely Landing Spots for Duck 
Bands
 Glad To Be There: Ducks 
Unlimited biologist Mike Checkett 
was hunting on the Missouri River in 
2003 when one of his hunting partners 
shot a Canada goose Checkett had 
banded in 1997.
 Gator Food: A band placed on the 
leg of a pintail in Canada’s Northwest 
Territories was recovered from the 
stomach of an American alligator in 
Florida’s Orange Lake 13 months later.
 Against All Odds: Dr. Stan 
Chace of Alturas, Calif., seemingly 
defied all odds in the fall of 1962. 
Chace bagged a banded Canada 

goose in October, and shot another 
banded Canada in December. When 
he compared the bands, Chace found 
them to be consecutively numbered 
— the first 518-31661 and the second 
518-31662. The birds were banded 
three years earlier.
 Duck Dogs: In the 1950s, 
biologists used retrievers to catch 
young mallards for banding on the 
nesting grounds in Canada.
 Feeling Trapped: One black 
duck drake was captured 18 times 
during a nine-year span in Michigan 
Department of Conservation banding 
traps. An adult when first trapped and 
banded in 1949, the duck successfully 
eluded hunters and wildlife predators 
for 10 years. Caught in a trap on 
January 31, 1958, the bird’s original 
leg band, which was worn thin with 
age, was replaced.
 Marathon Flyer Enjoys Travel: 
A pintail banded on September 
2, 1940, in Athabasca County of 
northern Alberta eluded hazards until 
January 1954 when it was shot near 
Naucuspana, Mexico. Considering 
the 3,000 miles between band site 
and death, and assuming the bird 

made the two-way migration each 
year for 13 years, the pintail would 
have logged nearly 80,000 migration 
miles during its lifetime.
 Hitting The Jackpot: Acquiring 
one bird band a season is great. 
But how about two, on consecutive 
shots, on the same day? That’s 
what happened to Howard Ewart on 
November 23, 1996, when he shot 
a pair of banded mallard drakes 
while hunting on Wyoming’s Big 
Horn River. Also living a charmed 
existence was Jack Needles, who, on 
December 24, 1992, bagged a banded 
black duck drake and a banded 
mallard hen in New Jersey. The birds 
arrived as a pair.
 Age Records: Information on life 
span is collected every time a banded 
bird is reported to the Bird Banding 
Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland. And 
the record ages for some waterfowl 
species might surprise you.
•   Canada goose, 33 years, 3 months
• Canvasback, 29 years, 6 months
•  Lesser snow goose, 27 years, 6 months
• Black duck, 26 years, 5 months
• Mallard 26 years, 4 months
•  Greater white-fronted goose, 23 

years, 6 months
• Blue-winged teal, 23 years, 3 months
• Redhead, 22 years, 7 months
• Ross’s goose, 22 years, 6 months
• Wood duck, 22 years, 6 months

www.grandviewoutdoors.com
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Bands on a hunter’s call lanyard are 
considered special mementos of hunts 

gone by. Photo: Keith Sutton



78 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” July 2019
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THE BIG ITCH
By Rich Creason

 It starts 
s i m p l y 
enough. A 
hike through 
the woods.  

Perhaps a Sunday stroll through 
the park with your kids. Maybe just 
picking up an old rake which had 
been propped against a tree. Then, 
an unconscious scratch or two of that 
itch on the back of your hand.  The 
next morning, your hand is itching 
more.  A red rash with tiny bumps has 
appeared. The hand may also show 
some slight swelling. The back of 
your arm is starting to itch.  The rash 
is also beginning there. There’s no 
doubt now.  Once again, you have the 
beginning symptoms of the dreaded 
poison ivy. The rash may spread, the 
bumps forming blisters with oozing 
fluid hardening to a yellow crust. Not 
a pretty sight.
 What to do? What to do? Well, by 

now, it’s too late to do anything except 
treat the discomfort and hope it goes 
away soon. The urushiol oil found 
in the poison ivy plant has already 
locked onto the proteins in your skin.  
This happens within an hour or two 
or up to a day or more. The rash may 
continue to spread for 24-48 hours if 
any of the oil which has not already 
bonded to your skin is not removed or 
if you are being re-exposed.
 Poison ivy, (scientific name 
Toxicodendron radicans), is found 
at elevations below 4,000 feet, in all 
states except Alaska, Hawaii, and 
for some reason, Nevada. It is found 
mostly in the eastern half of the 
United States. About 75% of people 
are allergic to the poison oil in varying 
degrees. If you are in the lucky 25%, 
you may handle it freely until that 
point in time when you actually start 
becoming allergic to it.  When I was 
young, I spent hours in the woods 

without contracting the rash.  Then, 
one time I had a large cut on my arm, 
and I guess it allowed the oil to react 
with my skin.  Now, it seems like if I 
walk close to poison ivy, I catch it.
 How can you keep from catching 
this dreaded rash?  Well, the easiest 
way is to learn to identify the plant 
and avoid it whenever possible. The 
common phrase, “leaves of three, 
let it be”, is somewhat misleading.  
Poison ivy leaves are actually three 
leaflets fastened together on a stem 

called a petiole. This cluster of three 
leaflets and one petiole actually forms 
one leaf. This petiole is then attached 
to a branch.  The leaves are arranged 
alternately along the branch.  Other 
plants which look similar from a 
distance and also grow on poles, 
buildings, etc. are five-leaved ivy, wild 
grape, and even honeysuckle. None of 
these are poisonous.   Up close, the 
leaves are obviously different.
 Each leaflet varies in shape, size, 
and margin. Usually, it is two to 
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PLEASE ASK US ABOUT OUR WEEKDAY SPECIALS

These heavy vines, air roots, 
and reddish leaves are typical 

of poison ivy.

Poison ivy is one of the first 
plants to change colors in the fall 

making it easy to spot.



July 2019 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 79

Join the 34th Annual Mattoon Bagel Fest
July 16th – 20th, 2019

Mattoon, IL

More info on the web at www.mattoonbagelfest.com
You can find us on Facebook and Twitter!

When the Bagel Factory was new to the Midwestern town of Mattoon, owner Murray Lender 
hosted a free bagel breakfast for the City of Mattoon. That was the beginning of the 

local love affair with the bagel and the beginning of the Bagelfest. Today the breakfast has 
evolved into a several day festival that celebrates the best of the Mattoon community. 

Join us for the music, the food, and the fun!

Contact the Mattoon Tourism & Arts Dept.
1718 Broadway Avenue
Mattoon, Illinois 61938

217-258-6286 • 800-500-6286

four inches long, tapering to a point.  
The edge of the leaflet is sometimes 
entire, meaning it has no lobes or 
teeth.  Other times, it may have a 
few or several teeth along its border. 
It may be shiny or slightly pubescent 
(hairy) on its surface, with heavy 
veins. Shape alone is not usually a 
good source of identification during 
the spring and summer.  Poison ivy 
leaves turn a bright red and yellow in 
the fall.  This ivy is one of the earliest 
plants to change colors and can often 
be spotted from a long distance before 
the other plants start changing colors.
 The plant has aerial roots growing 
along the stem which allows it to 

attach itself to trees, fence posts, and 
buildings. While it starts as a tiny 
vine, it can grow as large as a man’s 
arm, and continue growing to the top 
of the tree on which it is climbing. 
Its flowers are a yellow-green with 
five petals.  The fruit, or drupe, form 
in a cluster of whitish, waxy coated, 
round, pea-size balls which come on 
in mid-summer.  While these fruits are 
poisonous like the rest of the plant, 
they are often eaten by some birds.
 If the poison ivy plant is closely 
observed (not necessarily a smart 
thing), its buds are pointed, white to 
tan, about a quarter of an inch long.  
These will be present along the sides 
of the branch where the leaf stem 
attaches, and on the very tip.  During 

the winter, this is an easy way to 
identify these plants as both the buds 
and the aerial roots are highly visible 
after the leaves fall.
 But, your main concern, probably, 
is how to avoid catching it.   First, stay 
away from it. (Not always possible.) 
If you do come in contact, (or think 
you have), wash the area PROPERLY 
within two to eight hours. By properly, 
I mean with soap and FRICTION.  
You must get the urushiol oil off your 
skin.  Use any kind of soap which is 
recommended to remove oil.  (Dawn 
dishwashing detergent is one option.) 
Then, use a washcloth of some kind 
with which you can scrub the area. Do 
this three times.  Be sure to vigorously 
scrub any area which may have come 
in contact with the poison ivy or which 
you may have touched and spread the 
oil on yourself.  This process should 
remove all the urushiol before it 
attaches to your skin.
 If you want to practice this before 
you contact poison ivy, get some 
dirty grease off your car engine or 
lawnmower, etc.  Rub some on your 
hands, arms, back of your neck, or 
anywhere else.  Put the soap on a wet 

rag and begin scrubbing as outlined 
above.  After the third wash, see if you 
have missed any grease. Try it another 
time using soap and water only, no 
washcloth.  Did it all come off?  It 
takes friction to remove it all.
 Remember, the fluid from the 
blisters DO NOT spread the rash. If 
you are getting new spots after the first 
day or so, you are probably getting re-
infected from touching something and 
picking up more oil.  This can happen 
from the plant at any time of year. The 
oil even remains in dead plants for a 
year or more.  It can remain on shovel 
or rake handles, clothing, even pets, 
until thoroughly cleaned. Even the 
smoke from burning poison ivy plants 
is especially poisonous 
 Don’t be afraid to go out in the 
woods, or worry about contacting this 
plant anywhere else.  Just remember 
to wash thoroughly and properly and 
enjoy the outdoors.

The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.ccom.

Notice the leaves in the lower 
center of photo with the tiny 

bumps all over. This feature is 
often found on poison ivy leaves.

If you want to get really close, this 
is what poison ivy buds look like.
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HOLDING BUCKS ON SMALL 
PROPERTIES
When you have limited acreage to 
hunt, hold bucks by staying out.

 It’s a relatively common 
scenario. You own a small property 
— say 80 acres — in a county where 
many good bucks are harvested. You 
see the occasional good buck during 
hunting season and you even get a 
photo or two on trail cameras. But so 
far, you’ve had little hunting success. 
 The property is just too small. 
To make it worse, the guys on one 
of the neighboring properties harvest 
any buck that moves. So big bucks 
just aren’t going to happen for you, 
because the guys next door shoot 
them when they’re yearlings. 

Is there anything you can do to 
get and keep good bucks on your 
property?
 Although it’s not an easy problem 
to solve, the answer is a loud “yes.” 
There are definitely ways to improve 
your chances at a good buck, even 
on a small property of 80 acres (or 
even smaller). At a Quality Deer 
Management Association (QDMA) 

convention, Dan Perez of Whitetail 
Properties once gave a great seminar 
on this topic. I was there and recorded 
his thoughts, while I’ve also thrown 
in some thoughts of my own. 

Here are a few tips to consider. 

Do the Habitat Work
 First is the obvious — you need 
good habitat and good food. Creating 
a total of 10 to 20 acres of summer 
and winter food plots is essential. 
Some might be “hunting” plots, 
strategically placed on your property 
in areas that have the right wind and 
location to allow you to hunt them. 
Of course, you also need water, so 
if you have none, build one or two 
small ponds. It doesn’t take much.
 Then you need some good habitat 
that provides cover and food as well. 
One simple way to provide cover is to 
plant warm-season native grasses that 
offer great cover for deer and other 
wildlife. You need to burn these sites 
every three years or so, but otherwise 
they need little maintenance. One 

advantage over other 
plantings is that warm-
season grasses do well 
even in a drought year. 
You might want to do 
some selective tree 
cutting as well. Leave 
your good white oaks for 
mast, and create some 
cover and browse by 
cutting timber.
 You also need some 
thick areas for bedding, 
probably 10 percent of 
your property, as close 
to the center of your 
property as you can 
get it. In recent years 
the term “sanctuary” 
has been used for such 

By Dave Samuel

Photo: Halo Optics



July 2019 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” 81

Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36-foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

“We Catch 
the Big Ones!”

www.noblecharters.com

Captain Dale Florek
Cell:

224-588-7263
Call for Free Color Brochure

“We Catch The Big Ones”

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36 Foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

Spend More Time Fishing

and Less Time Boating

Don’t Miss The Boat ...

NO Fish - NO PayCharters

areas, and they are especially critical 
for small properties.
 All of the aforementioned are 
things you’ve heard and read about 
for years. You might already be doing 
these things on your property. But 
there is one very essential element that 
often goes undone, and Perez centered 
on this element in his seminar.

The Key: Limit Intrusion 
 That key element is minimal 
intrusion. In other words, do not 
disturb the deer that come to your 
property. It sounds simple, but the 
devil is in the details. 
 If you have 2,000 acres and you 
play and recreate on 100 of those, 
no problem. On large properties, 
disturbed deer have plenty of other 
places to move and feel secure. Not 
so on small areas. If you disturb 
a buck on a small property, they 
leave and they might not be back for 
months, if ever.
 If your hunting property is used 
by the family for summer picnics, 
swimming in the ponds, fishing in the 
summer, etc., then you are lowering 
your ability to hold big bucks. The 
idea is to create a property where 
the bigger bucks feel safe all year 
round. They then will come there in 
the hunting season from neighboring 
area properties, because it is on your 
land where they feel totally secure. 
That might not fit your family needs, 
but it’s a must if you want to hold 
big bucks.
 For your best chance to hold 
bigger bucks on small properties, 
you cannot use your land for family 
recreation. No 3-D archery range. 
No mushroom hunting. No summer 
picnics. No biking or hiking. No cross-
country skiing or snowmobiling. No 
ATV fun. No nothing except to create 
and plant your food plots and to hunt 
during the fall season.
 When scouting, stay on the 
fringe of the property as much as 
possible. Erect some “observation 
stands” on the perimeter of your 
property and work from the 
perimeter in. Never drive any 
vehicles or ATVs on the property. 
You can do so on the perimeter, but 

never the interior (except for work 
on food plots, and even then, keep 
it reduced as much as possible). Do 
not place any tree stands within 100 
yards of the sanctuaries you have 
created. Perez noted that “when you 
bump a buck on a small property, he 
is gone. Same for does.” So hunt the 
fringe, and only when you pin a big 
buck down should you move further 
onto the property.
 Of course, the home range of deer 
in general, and bucks in particular, 
will exceed your 80 acres. Even so, 
with some thick-cover sanctuaries 
and good food, bucks might spend 
more than 50 percent of their time on 
your land. Remember, though, you 
must stay out of those sanctuaries! 
Bucks need to know they can come 
to your property, enter a sanctuary 
and be totally safe. No shed hunting, 
no entries at all except to retrieve a 
dead buck or follow a wounded one.
 Put the right food on your land, 
create thick cover where deer can 
bed, and reduce your year-round 
presence to the fringe of the property 
as much as possible. Do those things 
and you have the makings of a great 
hunting location for years to come.
 If you hunt a small property, 
have you found this to be true? Or do 
you use your property for recreation 
and still manage to hold big bucks? 

Larry Polston with his 2018- 2019 Coon Season
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 I think we 
all know a deer 
hunter who is 
more successful 
at tagging mature 

bucks than 99.9% of all the other 
hunters who are also passionately 
chasing these elusive critters. Just what 
is it that sets these hunters apart from 
others who are trying desperately to 
match their success? For many years 
I thought it was “passion”. Those 
highly successful hunters just had to 
be more passionate than the rest. This 
extreme passion led them to work 
harder, go further, do things that other 
deer hunters wouldn’t. It had to be the 
degree of passion they had that others 
couldn’t match or even comprehend 
that set them apart from the crowd in 
terms of mature buck success.
 I consider myself a student of the 

whitetail more than a “deer hunter” 
or any other title. As a student I am 
always trying to learn more and also 
always challenging my current beliefs. 
I am blessed to meet a lot of very 
passionate deer hunters every year 
and I am always observing, always 
learning. I often ask myself, “Why is 
it that some of these hunters can drop 
giants year after year while others with 
a similar degree of passion couldn’t kill 
a Booner if you took them to the exact 
tree they needed to hunt from and gave 
them detailed written instructions?” As 
time has gone by and I have met more 
and more passionate deer hunters, 
some highly successful and others not 
so much, I have realized that it is not 
passion that separates the killers from 
the dreamers. It is something just as 
important but a whole lot rarer.
 Many years ago, I wrote an article 

detailing how the most successful big-
buck-slayers I knew all possessed the 
“three P’s and three D’s;” passion-
persistence-patience and desire-drive-
determination. Without a doubt, a big 
buck serial killer possesses all of these 
things but over time I realized that I 
left out the most important factor of 
all … discipline! 

DEER HUNTING’S 
“BIG D”

HIGGY’S STAND
                 By Don Higgins

 A recent blog post I wrote serves 
as a perfect example. It was about not 
rushing to put out trail cameras too 
soon this summer because you might 
only get one chance to get a photo of 
the buck you are targeting. I reasoned 
that it is better to wait and get that 
one photo or series of photos once 
the bucks rack is further developed. I 

618-753-2003

Clays Open:
Wed. – Sun.- 8am – 4pm

Closed- Mon. & Tues.
 Restaurant Hours:

Wed. & Thurs. 11am–2:00pm
Friday 11am–2pm & 4pm-8pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-4pm

Located on Rte. 111, 3 mi. S. of 
Chesterfield, or 5 mi. N. of Medora, IL

Sporting Clay Range
Released Bird Hunts

Check out our Prices at: 
www.jokerswildsportingclays.com

While many deer hunters will start putting out their game cameras in 
early summer, I believe it is better to wait until around the first of July. 
Some mature bucks will only give you one chance to get their photo at a 

particular location and then will avoid that spot. If I am only going to get 
one photo of a buck at a particular location, I would rather get it when his 
rack is more developed than it is in June. Discipline is what separates those 

hunters that consistently kill giants from those who only dream about it.

Illinois’ Premiere Bowfishing Experience
14 Years Strong and USCG Licensed

SPECIALIZING IN CRAZY JUMPING ASIAN CARP!
Traditional Bowfishing Charters Also Available.

Capt. Zach Nayden • 309-224-9113 • twobigrax@yahoo.com

PointBlankBowfishing.com
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compared it to hunting a stand for the 
first time. It is well accepted among 
serious deer hunters that the first time 
one hunts a particular stand is the most 
likely time to realize success from that 
location. With each successive hunt 
the odds of success at that location 
diminishes. That same logic, along 
with decades of experience, leads me 
to believe that you may only get one 
chance to get a mature buck’s photo 
at a particular location, so you better 
make the most of the opportunity and 
realize that timing is everything.
 I find it interesting to read the 
comments on social media when I 
share my blogs. In this particular 
case one guy “called BS” (literally) 
on my idea. His post was “liked” by 
two others. Being open-minded to 
everyone’s input, I went to this persons 
Facebook page as well as the pages of 
those who “liked” his post. If any of 
them had photos of a few giant bucks, I 
was willing to engage in a conversation 
with them on the topic. After all, they 
may have been able to share an angle 
on the topic that I hadn’t thought of. 
Suffice it to say, none of them had any 
photos or other material to make me 
think their “opinion” was based on any 
real knowledge of the subject. They are 
probably all passionate deer hunters to 
some degree, but their passion clearly 
lacked discipline which apparently has 
thus far resulted in none of them killing 
any mature bucks that I could see.
 This example helps makes my 
point. I still believe that “passion” is a 
very important trait for any deer hunter 
who desires to routinely tag giant bucks. 
That driving passion is what moves 
them to do things the “average” deer 
hunter wont. The trait however that I 
think is just as important as passion but 
yet much rarer is “discipline.” With 
discipline, one’s passion is properly 

channeled to lead to success. Without 
discipline, passion can drive one to 
make decisions or moves that derail 
success. I truly believe that for every 
“disciplined” deer hunter there are 
a hundred “passionate” ones. Think 
about that last sentence!
 Most of us know an older hunter 
who says he doesn’t hunt near as hard as 
he once did but yet is more successful. 
I know that I certainly have said that. I 
don’t spend near as much time actually 
hunting as I did 20 years ago but my 
success has never been better. As 
proof, this fall marks my 42nd hunting 
season and the 40th anniversary of 
shooting my first buck. Despite all of 
my years in the woods, 4 of my top 
5 bucks have been killed since 2012. 
To put that into perspective, the last 7 
seasons represent only 16.66% of my 
entire hunting career but yet 80% of 
my top 5 bucks were killed during that 
period. I attribute this statistic to the 
discipline I have acquired with age.
 An undisciplined but passionate 
hunter will slip in to hunt that great rut 
stand “just once” in October. He will 
take the shortest route to his stand even 
though it might mean the deer could 
possibly detect him. He won’t be able 
to resist the temptation to blow on that 
grunt call or rattle those antlers even 
though he knows 95+% of the time he 
is just telling that old mature buck to 
stay away. He will give up the wind 
“just this one time”. He will overlook 
his goal of shooting a 150” buck when 
the 140” youngster walks by. He has 
no discipline and often is so busy 
“knowing it all” that he stops learning.
A wise old Amish gentleman once told 
me “knowledge without mileage is 
worthless.” I understand exactly what 
he meant; to a deer hunter “Passion 
without discipline is worthless.”

GREENUP, ILLINOIS
www.buyafarm.com/agent/dhiggins

Don Higgins brings a 
unique resume to assist 
clients looking to buy or 
sell hunting properties:
•  Well respected in the   

whitetail hunting community
•  Unlimited contacts within      

the hunting industry
•   Knowledgeable about CRP 

programs (worked 18 years     
as  a CRP contractor)

•  Whitetail Land Consultant   
with unmatched record of 
personal and client success

•  Owns and operates grass-fed 
beef farm

• Understands timber value
•  Knows what to look for in a 

great hunting property

I am offering a free land consultation complete with a detailed 
written plan to any client who purchases a hunting property 
through me. I do dozens of these consultations each year at a 
minimum cost of $3000. For details about this service visit my 

website – www.higginsoutdoors.com

DON
HIGGINS 

LET ME HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR DREAM PROPERTY!

(217) 273-2825
DON@HIGGINSOUTDOORS.COM

“My goal is to be the premier real estate agent 
that all serious hunters turn to when they are 

looking for their dream property. I know a good 
hunting property from an average one and won’t

 sacrifice my integrity to make a sale.” - Don Higgins
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Tall Timbers Marina
532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644
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(309) 543-2562

Stop by to spend the 
day or night…Transient 

Slips Available!
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Come Party on the Water!
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GAME WARDEN CHRONICLES: TURKEY TUMBLES, 
POACHER CLAIMS BAIT AND SWITCH?
By Alan Clemons
In the latest game warden 
chronicles, a Michigan man claims 
the bait he put out was for deer and 
not turkeys, so it was OK for him 
to kill a turkey.
 Ever hear about a crazy arrest 
by game wardens and wonder why 
someone did what they did?
 Game warden reports from state 
conservation departments always are 
a source for a few laughs and head-
scratching moments. Take a look at 
some of these selections from around 
the country.

From the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources:
On Trial, He Claims Bait-and-
Switch
 CO Andrea Albert recently 
testified in a jury trial regarding 
an investigation from last fall of a 
turkey hunter who shot a turkey with 
the aid of bait. During the trial, the 
hunter stated he put the bait out for 
deer and not turkeys. He claimed he 
never intended to attract turkeys with 
his bait; therefore, it was legal for 
him to shoot a turkey near the bait.
 The jury found the subject guilty 
of taking a turkey with the aid of 
bait and was sentenced to three days 
jail, four days community service 

in lieu of eight days in jail, one 
year probation, $1,625 in fines and 
costs, $2,000 reimbursement for the 
bearded turkey, and revocation of 
all hunting privileges for the current 
year and an additional five years.

Turkey, Trespasser and Learning 
About Boundaries
 CO Mike Wells received a 
complaint of subjects that were 
observed shooting an illegal turkey. 
CO Wells arrived at the location 
and the complainant informed him 
that two subjects had trespassed and 
shot a turkey on his property. The 
subject that had harvested the turkey 
admitted that the bird was running 
and that he shot at the bird a total 
of four times. The first shot was on 
public land and this shot wounded 
the turkey. The bird ran back onto 
the private property and the hunter 
pursued it, past “No Trespassing” 
signs, firing three more shots at the 
bird before it went down.
 The suspect had traveled 
approximately 40 yards into the 
complainant’s property, shooting at 
least two times while on the private 
land. The hunter said that the turkey 
was from state land and admitted 
that he did not know that he could 

not cross a private property line 
to retrieve a wounded animal. The 
turkey was seized pending review 
from the prosecutor’s office.

The Boat Registration Was 
Expired How Long?
 Sgt. Ron Kimmerly observed a 
very small flat bottom boat heading 
down the Bad River in St. Charles. 
The boat was sitting very low in the 
water. The Sgt. yelled from shore, 
“Are you all set with life jackets?” 
The operator yelled back, “We are all 
set.” The sergeant yelled back, “Hold 
them up.”
 It turns out they had no personal 
floating devices (PFDs) and the 
boat’s registration had expired in 
2008. The sergeant met the occupants 
back at the access site where a ticket 
was issued for not having PFDs and 
a verbal warning for the registration 
that had been expired for 11 years.

From Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department:
Does He Even Know His Name?
 On May 11, a Navarro County 
game warden was patrolling around 
Richland Chambers Reservoir when 
he noticed an individual fishing near 
one of the boat ramps. As the warden 

approached, the individual fishing 
confessed, “I’m not going to lie to 
you, I don’t have a fishing license.” 
That proved to be the extent of his 
truthfulness. Actually, he didn’t 
have any identification and couldn’t 
recall the name of the person who 
owned the vehicle he was driving. 
The individual also claimed he no 
longer had anything illegal left on his 
person or in the vehicle. Afterwards, 
during a probable cause search of 
his person and the vehicle, multiple 
illegal narcotics and paraphernalia 
items were discovered. The subject 
was arrested and transported to the 
Navarro County Jail on several drug-
related offenses. He was also cited 
for not having a fishing license.

Holy Crappie!
 On May 6, Jasper County game 
wardens received information 
alleging three local crappie fishing 
guides were permitting out-of-state 
fishermen to violate bag limits. The 
daily limit for crappie is 25 fish 
greater than 10 inches in length. An 
investigation found 808 crappie had 
been retained by a dozen anglers, 
resulting in 245 game law violations. 
Several cases are pending along with 
civil restitution.
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Social Media Helps Game Wardens
 A Louisiana game warden 
reached out to his counterparts 
in Sabine County (Texas) about 
several individuals who had posted 
to Snapchat their alligator catching 
adventure on the Texas side of Toledo 
Bend Reservoir. A Texas game 
warden traveled to Sabine Parrish 
to assist with the investigation. The 
cooperation between the bordering 
states was essential and beneficial 
to the investigation. While being 
interviewed, the suspect stated he and 
the other men were fishing around the 
Indian Mounds area and caught the 
alligator on the bank, took pictures 
of the alligator, and then released it. 
The individuals each received one 
citation and couple of warnings.

Son Tells Truth, Father Gets 
Pinched
 On April 19, a Brazoria County 
game warden received a phone call 
from a local landowner stating three 
of his blackbuck antelope had been 
shot. Two antelope were found dead 
and another one was wounded. The 
landowner stated a neighbor saw 
two men with a .22 rifle along his 
high fence knew where the suspects 
lived. The suspects turned out to be a 
teenage boy and his father.
 After separating the pair, the 
teenage boy stated his dad had shot 
all three antelope. The boy also 
retrieved the .22 rifle that was used, 
and explained they planned on 
eating the antelope, but the fence 
was too high for him to cross over 
and retrieve the carcasses. With the 
overwhelming evidence building 
up against the father, he decided to 
confess. Hunt without landowner 
consent, no hunting license, and 
discharging a firearm across property 
lines were filed. Cases pending.

From Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources:
Catch, Photo, Release Is How It’s 
Done
 CO Annette Kyllo (Pierz) spent 
time working with CO Karon on Mille 
Lacs Lake. Two individuals were 
encountered with one walleye that 
was over 23 inches in their livewell 
as well as five smallmouth bass that 

fell in the protected 17- to 21-inch 
slot. The individuals said they didn?t 
want to take the bass home, but they 
were keeping them for photos. They 
were instructed to take photos right 
away and then immediately release 
any protected-size fish. Enforcement 
action was taken. Other common 
violations Kyllo encountered were 
failure to have enough wearable 
PFDs, throwable style PFDs, and fire 
extinguishers on board boats.

From Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Commission:
Federal Waters, Federal Fish 
Violations
 Officers P. Rockwell, H. 
Rockwell, and Matechik were on 
federal fisheries patrol aboard the 
Offshore Patrol Vessel Vigilance. 
Approximately 11 miles south 
of Destin, the officers inspected 
a vessel with three individuals 
on board. During the inspection, 
the individuals were found in 
possession of red snapper during 
closed season and undersized gray 
triggerfish. The individuals were 
cited for the federal violations of 
possession of red snapper during 
closed season and possession of 
undersized gray triggerfish.
 Officers P. Rockwell, H. 
Rockwell, and Matechik were on 
federal fisheries patrol aboard the 
Offshore Patrol Vessel Vigilance. 

Approximately 15 miles southwest 
of Ft. Walton Beach, the officers 
inspected a vessel with two 
individuals on board. During the 
inspection, the individuals were 
found in possession of red snapper 
during closed season. The passenger 
of the vessel admitted to catching 
and keeping the red snapper and was 
cited for the violation.

Investigation Into Deer Poaching
 In Volusia County, Officer 
Cameron responded to a call and 
found three deer carcasses in the 
woods on the side of the road. Two 
of the deer had the backstraps and 
legs removed and there were fresh 
blood stains on the street. The officer 
canvased the neighborhood and spoke 
to a resident nearby who claimed to 
have heard shots early that morning. 

During the conversation Officer 
Cameron developed a suspect.
 At the suspect’s residence, the 
officer found a pool of blood on the 
driveway as well as a 22-mag shell 
casing on the ground in the front 
yard. Officer Cameron interviewed 
the subject and obtained a sworn 
written confession.
 Officer Cameron consulted 
with the State Attorney’s Office 
and charged the subject with seven 
misdemeanor charges including three 
counts of taking deer during closed 
season, one count of taking deer with 
gun and light, one count willful/
wanton waste, and other related 
criminal charges.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com



86 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” July 2019

“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL
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Lake Shelbyville

 217-520-3653 • www.englandexpenditions.com

EYES ON THE FOURTH
 Walleye and sauger fishing on 
Lake Shelbyville can produce its own 
fireworks!  The walleye and sauger are 
fully recovered from the late spawn and 
they are very active and feeding often.  
This season the walleye and sauger bite 
started in the second full week of June 
and is currently trending upwards.  
 During July, patterning walleye 
and sauger is simple, FIND BAIT 
FISH!  To start out the early morning, 

I target shallow flats that have either 
a rock bottom or a grassy shoreline.  
Casting ¼ oz. lead heads tipped with 
a portion of a night crawler is very 
productive when fishing for those 
early morning predators. While 
retrieving your bait, be sure to slow 
down your presentation and even 
pause your retrieval from time to 
time.  Two reasons to use a portion 
of a worm is first you will not go 

another to determine what technique 
is producing more action.  Although 
the walleye and sauger are known for 
hunting the bottoms of their bodies of 
water, they do feed on suspended fish 
just as much.  
 Trolling summertime walleye 
and sauger is fun, relaxing, and very 
productive.  Depending where the fish 
are on my Humminbird determines 

through as many and secondly the 
blood of that worm produces a scent 
that walleye and sauger detect while 
hunting.  A second live bait technique 
is using slip corks.  Minnows, leaches, 
and nightcrawlers are all great bait 
options to suspend in the same water 
column as those active underwater 
predators.  Quite often I will have one 
pole with a slip cork, and I will cast 
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everything when trolling for walleye 
and sauger.  When marking fish near 
or on the bottom I prefer to drag a 
lead head with a white or fire tiger 
twister tail tipped with a worm.  When 
I mark suspended fish, I will troll my 
line counting rods using custom made 
spinners to target the walleye and sauger.  
 Blade baits are terrific to use when 
fishing open water structures such as 
flats, drop offs, and submerged points.  
Blade baits look exactly like the bait 

fish and broadcast a terrific vibration 
throughout the water.  
 Vertical jigging spoon baits is 
an effective technique to catch both 
suspended fish and those hanging near 
the bottom.  When vertical jigging “the 
drop” is the key for this presentation.  
The speed you allow your jig to drop for 
best results will vary from fishing trip 
to fishing trip.  On days when fish are 
really active you can allow your drop 
speed to be very quick.  On days the 

FISHING

Post Office Box 231, West Point MS 39773
Toll Free: 1-800-647-6363  •  Voice: 662-494-5092  
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UPDATED RUSS BAILEY SIGNATURE SERIES
A fixture in the crappie market for 2 decades,
Russ is now host of the popular Brushpile 
Fishing TV show, the highest rated crappie
show.  This rod is made of high-modulus, 
secret recipe graphite (sensitive and strong),
and has great rod aesthetics.  Spinning guides

on both lengths allows fishermen to cast this rod.  This rod feature stainless steel
guides, line-depth markers placed in 1-ft increments and also features a 
100% Portuguese cork handle.

ITEM          LGTH      PC    GUIDES
CWRB82      8   ’          2       6+Tip
CWRB102 10.5   ’        2       8+Tip
Type Of Guides: Ceramic Insert

ALL NEW TREE THUMPER
A blend of our lightest and strongest poles

Our all-new  Tree Thumper weighs 
almost exactly the same as our 
popular BBULBS series, but designed
with enough strength to pull crappie
out of tree tops.  This is basically a

cross between our BBULBS and BRUX series.  Made of a secret recipe of hi-modulus
graphite.  This rod features ceramic inserts, a bottom reel seat, and a 
contoured handle made of 100% Portuguese cork.

ITEM            LGTH. PC.     GUIDES
THUMP102        10’ 2           7+TIP
THUMP112        11’ 2           7+TIP

SPRING IS
THE TIME FOR ALL THINGS NEW.
LET’S START WITH YOUR 
CRAPPIE GEAR.
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bite is slower reduce the speed of your 
drop.  Regardless what presentation you 
use be sure to remember that walleye 
and sauger travel great distances daily 
chasing their food sources.  So be 
prepared to go hunt for them before you 
fish for them.  

To book a trip call 217-520-3653 or 
visit www.englandexpeditions.com 

CATCHING MEMORIES 
ONE FISH AT A TIME!

Darren Morgan with an 
Archery Limbhanger from 

McLean county 11 1/8” beard 
and 1 1/32” spurs
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FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith
 Hello again, friends. I hope all is 
well and summer is treating you good 
and that you have been or are able to get 
out and catch some fish.  July is a crazy 
month for me from fishing, to going to 
I-Cast in Florida with Empire Fishing, 
and putting on our first ever Youth Event 
at Eureka Lake this month… I have a lot 
going on.  July is a hot, sticky month, and 
can be filled with boaters on the water 
with us fishermen, but it’s also a great 
time to catch some deep water crappie 
and or some busting white bass or some 
bluegill from shore.  

MEL PRICE
STORAGE CONTAINERS

RENTALS & SALES
DANVILLE

SIZES” 10’, 20’, 40’, 45’ & 48’
Cell: 217-304-1722

Office: 217-442-9092
prcml@yahoo.com

WE DELIVER!

 July is one of those months a lot of 
people don’t really think about targeting 
crappie.  I have a lot of people calling 
and emailing me to book trips for the 
fall or winter months but they don’t 
say too much about right now.  I have 
not figured out why people don’t want 
to fish in July.  I will agree with a lot 
of you - yes it is hot and seems harder 
to catch fish, but if you go out in the 
morning and are off the water before 
lunch time it is not too bad out there.  
What I am looking for in July is deep 
structure to hold the crappie or fishing 

in the channels following schools of 
fish around.  The deep structure I like 
to look for is anywhere from 15-25 feet 
of water and I will use a variety of baits 
and techniques to catch these fish.  
 My first technique is casting a 
slow presentation over deep brush or 
deep lay downs.  I use a 1/32nd ounce 
jig head with a 1.5 inch Charlie Brewer 
Slider grub in a few different colors, 
depending on water clarity.  I throw 
that bait with a 7ft 6in ACC Crappie 
Stix.  I am using 6lb Crappie Max line 
in high visibility green to see that line 
bounce.  A lot of people think to use a 
heavier jig when fishing deep, sure if 
vertical jigging I will use heavier jigs, 
but for this presentation I like the slow 
fall and most of the time I get bit on the 
fall.  This is a good way for the sluggish 

fish to watch what they are about to eat 
and not have to work hard chasing it.  
I just cast out and let it pendulum fall 
back towards me watching that line 
fall and wait for a small discrepancy 
in the line or presentation of the line.  
Sometimes it swims sideways and 
sometimes it pops and you set that 
hook and once you find one you will 
usually find a few more.  My second 
favorite way is to drop shot minnows 
down to the depths and snag a few that 
way.  A quarter ounce drop shot weight 
with a number two tru turn hook above 
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the weight about eight inches to one 
foot above and tipped with a minnow.  
I use this on finicky days or when I 
want to pick a brush pile or lay down 
apart.  I will also use a vertical jigging 
method of a quarter ounce jig tipped 
with different plastics and/or minnows 
to entice the bite.  
 This time of year as well I really 
enjoy starting to target and pattern white 
bass on Lake Springfield.  July is the start 
of my white bass season and I get a one 
track mind once you starting catching 
these fish – it’s so addicting and so fun 
to watch kids and families reeling in fish 
after fish.  It does not get much better 
than that.  You can look for schools of 
them busting shad on tops of water or 
you can target them in other ways.  A 
lot of time you will see multiple boats 
following the birds which are following 
shad or other bait fish around and that is 
great, but if you want your own areas to 
fish this is what I look for.  Shallow flats, 
and or wind blown points will produce 
some quality fish, and a lot of fish.  The 
points are always fun because the whites 
will just sit there and ambush anything 
passing by and you can  throw anything 
in there from blade baits, to crankbaits, 
twister tail grubs paddle tail grubs and 

catch a lot of fish that way. One other 
way I look to find them is to find gradual 
drop offs where they can work bait up 
from deeper water to start smashing 
them on the shore.  If you have rocks or 
something else around that is even better.  
I throw a lot of blades or even vertical jig 
blade baits trying to get their attention.  
 Just because it is hot does not 
mean you can’t catch fish. 
 You may or may not know that 
I also work for a company called 
Empire Fishing where our focus is on 
kids and youth and getting them in the 
outdoors.  This month on July 20th at 
Eureka Lake, we are having our first 
Dream Youth Event.  The best way to 
describe what we are doing is a fishing 
type carnival.  We will be having 
bouncy houses, face painting, free 

fishing poles for kids, and seminars 
and different stations teaching all these 
kids how to fish.  We will have time 
with professional fishermen, a fishing 
derby, and free lunch, as well. We want 
to get your kids, grandkids, nieces and 
nephews outside to teach them about 
fishing instead of sitting inside playing 
video games or watching  TV.  This is a 
free event and we would absolute love 
to have you there! Memories can be 
made 1,000 different ways, but some 
of my favorite memories are made 

with family and friends with fishing 
poles and food in my hands.  Come 
on out July 20th to Eureka Lake and 
support this event with us.  Families are 
welcome and kids from any age up to 
18 are welcome. Pre-register the kids 
at teamempirefishing.com to reserve a 
rod and a t shirt.    
 As always you can get ahold of 
me for a guided trip or just to talk 
fishing anytime at 309-642-8106 or 
centralilcrappieguide.com. Stay cool 
out there and catch some fish!

P.O. Box 187 • Samburg, TN 38254 • info@eaglenestresort.com
www.EagleNestResort.com

731-538-2143  • 731-538-9171 or 731-446-9292

DUCK HUNTING PACKAGES
2 DAYS & 2 NIGHTS - $599

3 DAYS AND 3 NIGHTS LODGING- $699.00
CALL TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY! 731-538-2143

Minimum of Four People • Hunts Also Available for Small Parties and Drive-Ins • Packages include lodging,
guide and 2 meals each day in the blind. • Shooting times start 30 minutes before sunrise and last until 3:00pm.

Duck Species: Mallard, Gadwall, Widgeon, Teal, Wood Duck, Black Duck, Ringneck, Bluebill, Pintail, 
Canvasback, Canada Goose, Snow Goose and Blue Goose
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Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com

www.centralilcrappieguide.com

JOES BOAT
COVERS

www.joesboatcovers.com

Open 7 Days a Week! All Year - Call Any Time!
All of our Covers are Custom Made 

Right Here In Our Shop
Most Covers Finished in 3 to 4 Days

Call for the Lowest Price with Highest Quality!

Call Joe @ 217-632-2210 
or Mobile # 217-891-0737

14245 Boy Scout Trail, Petersburg, IL 62675

CompaCt ConCealed Carry pistol KitCompaCt ConCealed Carry pistol Kit
PRO-SHOT PRODUCTS 1_PRO_SHOT 1_PRO_SHOT_PRODUCTS

.38 CAL. — .45 CAL., INCLUDING 9MM
PISTOL KIT INCLUDES:
•   COYOTE Lightweight EVA Case
•   Removable Accessory Tray
•   Black T Handle
•   2 Qty. 3” Rod Sections
•   Brass Patch Holder
•   Nylon Bristle Bore Brush
•   1 Step CLP ¼ oz. Dropper Bottle
•   Chamber Flag Bore Light
•   Cleaning Instructions Guide
•   21/4” Square Cleaning Patches

W W W . P R O S H O T P R O D U C T S . C O M

STORM CAT
Wide, deep, tough, fast and versatile. The spacious 
102” beam and deep 28” sides allows you to fish 
bigger and rougher waters and provides a wide and 
stable fishing platform for fishing multi-species; 
cats, bass, crappie, salmon, stripers; you name 
it. Thick .160 ga. aluminum takes a pounding 
and is the thickest aluminum hull in the market. 
The Excelleration™ Pad Hull runs smooth and 
extremely fast. A full-height and sealed walk-
through windshield protects from the elements 
and extends your fishing season. A 40 gallon fuel 
tank provides miles and miles of range and 55 
gallon recirculating livewell holds your catch on a 
successful day. The Storm Cat is loaded with dry 
storage compartments for gear and rods. For more 
information see your nearest Excel dealer.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:                
DAVE REYNOLDS
801.352.8011
dave@excelboats.net
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS
205 East Main St. • PO Box 5 • Knoxville, IL 61448

309.388.0159

Mon-Fri 1:00pm-5:30pm • Sat. 9:00am–12:00pm
Closed Sundays

life@greatoutdoors3.comcastbiz.net
Terry Howarter • Denise Shepherd

We Sell Below Retail All The Time!
If We Don’t Have It, We Can Get It Below Retail!

FFL Transfers • Les Baer Custom
Historical Armory • Rock River Arms
Many Brands of Rifles, 
Handguns & Shotguns!

New and Used Firearms, Live Bait & Trapping Supplies

TOTAL
CONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDS
Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

WHEN RIGHT IS WRONG
By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 With approximately 90% of the 
population being righthanded and only 
10% being lefthanded most of us are not 
used to using our off hand to complete 
tasks. When one has an accident, chronic 
illness or injury that causes the loss of 
the use of the dominate arm many tend 
to give up activities that they enjoy. 
A common activity that is given up is 
shooting with handguns.  There are 
several reasons that it is given up. The 
first is the firearm that they own is not 
compatible with lefthanded shooting. 
The second is that they have no 
experience picking a firearm that can be 
made ambidextrous.  The third tends to 
be that it is uncomfortable to shoot, as 
they are not used to working with the left 
hand.  Over the last 8 year we have had 
multiple students at Hunt’s Gun Getaway 
that have had to change the hand that 
they shoot with due to disabilities or eye 
dominance issues.
 Since most of the population is 
righthanded firearms tend to also be 
designed and set up for righthanded 
shooters.  The external safeties also tend 
to be set up for righthanded shooters.  The 
magazine and cylinder releases are also 
setup for righthanded shooters as well.  
When switching hands, if the firearm that 
the shooter owns cannot be converted the 
shooter has to be taught how to use the 
one they have.  The shooter will need to 
learn to use the pointer finger on the left 
hand to work both the magazine release 
and the slide stop. This can be very 
difficult and can cause safety issues due 
to using the trigger finger to manipulate 
the magazine release as the slide stop.  
It is a safety issue because the trigger 
finger could end up inside the trigger 
guard while attempting to manipulate 
needed levers on the firearm.   
 The second is picking the 
appropriate firearm for the shooter who 
is transitioning to the left hand.  There 
are more choices on the market then 
one might think. If shooting a 1911 the 
shooter should make sure the safeties 
are ambidextrous. The magazine release 
and slide stop do not tend to be able 
to be moved. The Glock if it fits the 
shooters hand can be a good choice as 
the magazine release in Gen 4 and 5 
have the ability to be switched so it can 

be manipulated by the left thumb. There 
are many good choices on the market 
that are ambidextrous out of the box 
with slide locks, safety and magazine 
releases some examples are H&K’s VP 
series, Walther PPQ M2, and many FN’s   
A 9mm which has relatively low recoil, 
is a good choice for a shooter that is 
transitioning to the left hand.
 The third is the training required 
to be effective in shooting with the left 
hand.  One has to have a good instructor, 
attitude, and time.  With good instruction 
the shooter will be given the appropriate 
knowledge and skills to work on their 
own.   The shooter must have a good 
attitude to endure the frustration of 
learning to use the non -dominate 
hand.  The shooter must also have time 
to complete the dry fire and live fire 

We’re Starting a 
Whitetails 

Unlimited Chapter

Triple S Catfish Bait
(formerly Sonny’s)

Works Great!!
Hoss’s Hawg Bait

Leeches, etc.

repetitions needed to master the use of 
the left hand.  
 Remember when picking a firearm 
be sure to consult knowledgeable shooters 
and purchase the firearm from a reputable 
firearms dealer.  You would not buy a 
car without driving it first; you should 
if possible, shoot the firearm prior to 
purchasing it.  When using Dry Fire make 
sure no ammunition is present and keep 
the firearm pointed in a safe direction.  
 If you have equipment that you use or 
have used as sports person with a disability 
and would like to share it please feel free 
to contact me at thane@huntsgungetaway.
com or call 309-338-0990.

Train Hard and Stay Safe - Thane

HK VP9 Glock 19 Gen 4
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With Purchase

MIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

 128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…

www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp

Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad

Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics
FULL TIME OUTFITTER FOR 31 YEARS!

OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY
Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides

Members Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

 I am jealous of animals. Maybe that 
is why I love them so much. They are 
such a mystery: Red in his brilliance and 
ability to react to my commands as if we 
are having a conversation; River in her 
wonderful dumbness. Animal lives are 
the unknown. Why do animals do what 
they do? Obviously, they make decisions, 
but at what point does instinct end and 
choice/reaction/adaptation begin? 
 I have written about the problem-
solving abilities of crows, the keen sense 
a dog has to comfort or protect their 
human, and other animal behaviors before. 
I wonder about their perception of time, 
and do they ever feel apprehensive? Fight 
or flight does not equal fear; it is simply 
an ingrained reaction to external stimuli. 
The decisions we must make as humans 
are incredibly complex. That is why I am 

jealous of animals. 
They don’t have to 
agonize over a career, 
where they’re going 
to live, what they’re 
going to eat. 
   Animals live where 
they live. They eat 
what they eat. They 
do what they do. 
Without protest, all 
creatures would be 
just fine if left to 

their own devices. That all changed when 
idiot humans came along and started 
destroying habitats. Complex ecosystems 
that support tens of thousands of creatures 
are adulterated for the advancement of 
humankind. Parking lots become more 
important than species. We have now 
forced the animals’ hand. Die or adapt. 
Adaptation takes decades. Animals do not 
have that kind of time on their hands. 
 And so, back to that idea of choice. 
Animals seem to live their lives based on 
the moment. They don’t laze about and 
dream of one day living in a finer den. I 
need to be more like them in that sense. 
If we live more in the moment instead 
of fretting about the future or the past, 
wouldn’t that enrich our lives beyond 
measure? I certainly believe so. 
I also want to be bold and brave like 

many animals are – they follow their 
bliss. Perhaps they have no choice in the 
matter of being brave. But humans do. 
We can run away from our own problems, 
we can avoid the hard stuff, we can take 
the easier way out if we want to in many 
cases. I think what that boils down to 
is that humans impose limitations on 
themselves constantly. It is probably my 
Bipolar medications talking, but I find it 
very challenging to take risks. I miss the 
days when I entertained whimsy. Sure, a 
lot of it was reckless behavior, but I never 
felt tied down. I also gave less regard to 
people’s opinion of me. 
 The idea that humans act based on 
how they will be perceived by other 
humans is so strange to me. We seek 
approval. I hate that. The only person who 
should approve of me is me. Certain birds 
put on grand shows to impress a mate, 
then when mating season is through, they 
go about their regular lives not caring one 
iota about how the other birds perceive 

LIKE THE ANIMALS

them. I think us humans need to go easier 
on ourselves. We need to be unafraid to 
make mistakes. What if it doesn’t work out 
– but, what if it does? We tend to weight 
the bad heavier than the good. 
 I’m tired of it. It is utterly exhausting 
to sit and be disgruntled. If fox is hungry, 
fox hunts. If human is discontent, human 
usually comes up with a thousand reasons 
why following your bliss is too much of 
a risk. The human condition is miserable 
due largely to our own inability to change. 
One of these days…. We all say that. One 
of these days I’m going to get around to 
that – to that trip, to that dream project, 
to whatever action it is that we know will 
probably make us happy. True happiness 
is the biggest payout in life, I wonder 
why we spend so much time putting it 
off. I want to be like the animals – seek 
the greener pasture, maybe even knowing 
I might be too fragile to get there, but 
being brave enough to make the journey, 
that might just be what it’s all about.

By A.K. Thompson

A.K. Thompson is a museum curator and writer who makes her home in northern 
Illinois where she raises chickens and spends her free time with the dogs. She holds 
a Master’s Degree in Writing and Consciousness from the New College of California, 
and an MFA in Creative Writing from Southern Illinois University. She has served as 
an Assistant Editor for the Crab Orchard Review. Her work has appeared in STORY 
Magazine, Surreal South -- An Anthology of Short Fiction and Poetry, The Smoking 
Poet, and The Chiron Review among others. Email A.K.: akdirtchurch@gmail.com
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A Trusted Name in Peoria for Over 60 Years!

Hours: Mon – Fri 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Sat 7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. • Sundays Closed

300 Edmund Street, Peoria, IL 61605 • Fax: (309) 676-0527

Phone: (309) 676-0124

How do we stay small and sell big? It’s simple: years of experience. 
At Rocket Tire Service, our mission is to offer you the latest in parts and 

products at the best prices, and with unparalleled service. We pledge 
our best efforts to make your experience both beneficial and enjoyable. 

Once you try us, we’re sure you’ll be back for more!

WE OFF QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM:

We specialize in
Brake Inspections & Service • Alignments

Tire Sales • Tire Repairs

HOW TO CATCH BASS IN SUMMER 
ON GIANT WORMS
By Alan McGuckin
Professional angler Gerald Swindle of 
Alabama gives his best tips for catching 
bass in summer on giant worms.
 A plastic worm goes with summer 
bass fishing like fireworks and the 4th of 
July. And as a kid, the plastic worm was 
the first artificial lure top pro Gerald 
Swindle remembers learning to use on 
trips with his dad, Tommy, who was one 
heck of an angler in his own right.
 These days the Team Toyota pro 
utilizes long soft plastic worms to cash 
tournament paychecks when water temps 
heat up, but the 30 years of wisdom he 
shares about using them might surprise 
you, and help you catch more fat summer 
largemouth too.
 Ribbon Tails, Straight Tails and 
the Lamprey Factor: Swindle uses two 
types of big worms in the heat of summer 
– ribbon tails and straight tails. His choice 
is largely determined by similar looking 
jawless fish known as lamprey.
 “Look, I don’t claim to know much 
about the life history of freshwater 
lampreys, but I can tell you based on 
three decades of bass fishing they love to 

live around underwater shell beds on all 
the Tennessee River reservoirs,” Swindle 
said. “And lampreys seem most prominent 
earlier in the summer, so that’s when I use 
a ribbon tail worm that resembles them.” 
 Swindle’s correct. At least a half-
dozen species of lamprey inhabit his 
home state’s waters, and most spawn and 
hatch larvae from late spring into early 
summer. Finding the eel-like lamprey 
attached to bass on Guntersville Lake 
or other Tennessee River impoundments 
isn’t unusual. Nor is catching a bass with 
a quarter-sized sore on its gill plate or 
body where the attached lamprey, for 
whatever reason, came off.
 But as summer enters its final stretch, 
and the bass have seen a ton of the popular 
ribbon tail worms, Swindle will typically 
use a straight tail worm to give them a 
look they haven’t seen much. 
 Standup Head Instead of Texas 
Rig: Whether he’s fishing a Zoom Ol’ 
Monster in June and July or the 7” Magnum 
Trick Worm in the dog days of August, 
you might be shocked to learn Swindle 
almost never rigs them Texas style like 

he learned as a teen. 
Instead the 2-time Toyota 
Bassmaster Angler of the 
Year usually rigs them on 
a stand-up style jig head. 
 “Buckeye Lures 
makes a wide range of 
sizes, but most of the 
time, I’m fishing 12 to 20’ deep in summer 
so I use their ½ ounce stand-up head,” he 
said. “There’s two reasons for that. First, a 
stand-up style head won’t twist your line like 
a Texas rig will. Secondly, obviously, it helps 
the worm to stand-up a lot more vertical as 
you’re dragging it across the bottom.”
 Like a lot of lure manufacturers, 
Zoom makes dozens of colors in each of 
the two large worm style Swindle uses 
most. But according to the veteran pro 
you really only need two.
 “I throw Plum Apple early in the day 
or anytime I’ve got low light, and Green 
Pumpkin under sunny skies,” he says.
 Rod, Reel and Line: Swindle uses 
a 7-foot 6-inch medium heavy Quantum 
rod, and either 12- or 14-pound Sunline 
Shooter fluorocarbon spooled to a 6.6:1 

Quantum Smoke S3 reel when slinging 
oversized summer worms.
 “I just feel like by using anything much 
faster than a 6.6:1 you might be prone to 
overfish it,” he said. “Plus, I like the spool 
size on the Smoke S3 because it’s compact 
in the hand, but holds plenty of line for 
making long cast across deeper structure.” 
 There’s a strong chance no lure in 
history has caught more largemouth bass 
than a plastic worm, especially in hot 
weather. Try Swindle’s tips for fishing them 
this summer, and you’re sure to help keep 
that trend as prosperous as it’s always been.
 Alan McGuckin is Director of PR for 
Dynamic Sponsorships, a Tulsa-based 
company with clients including Toyota, 
Carhartt, Quantum Fishing and others.

www.grandviewoutdoors.com

Zoom Baits pro Gerald Swindle keeps things simple in summer 
when he’s using giant worms, with two colors and a stand-up 
head to give the bait more action. (Photo: Alan McGuckin)



94 ADVENTURE SPORTS OUTDOORS “The Voice of the American Sportsman” July 2019

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

JULY IS HOT MONTH FOR 
STRIPER FISHING

This ad paid for by combination of private and state matching funds

 July is one of the two best 
months for striper fishing the other is 
August. The striper are in their deep 
water summer pattern and schooling. 
They are now suspended under the 
thermocline which hovers around 32 
feet. This is because the oxygen level 
is too low in the upper water column 
for the stripers to survive. Stripers 
require 5 to 6 parts per million of 
oxygen to be active and healthy. We 
usually begin the morning by leaving 
the dock at 4 or 4:30 AM to catch the 
real early bite. The stripers will be on 
shallow flats, in 30 to 50 feet feeding 
on crawdads. We give each person 
one fishing pole baited with a six-
inch gizzard shad. The setup is a 4 oz 

weight with a 2-foot leader and circle 
hook. We set the lines right above the 
bottom of the lake and wait for the 
strike. The stripers will swipe at the 
bait which feels like a bite but it’s not. 
With the next hit the rod will start to 
bend and the rod tip should hit the 
water before you can set the hook. This 
is the hardest part of early morning 
fishing because my clients want to set 
the line before the strike or will not let 
the rod go into the water before setting 
the line. This year Norfork Lake is at 
normal pool and crystal clear, you can 
see the striper your fighting at least 30 
feet down. In this clear of water, you 
need to downsize your leader since 
they can see it. We tested on bass at the 

dock, one pole had 15 lb fluorocarbon 
leader with live bait, the bass would 
come up take a look and swim off. We 
then tried 10 lb fluorocarbon leader 
with live bait and bass came up and 
took the bait. I have been running 10 
lb leaders on all my summer poles. We 
will be using gizzard shad from 4 to 
8” depending on what the stripers are 
feeding on.
 As the water warms up the stripers 
continue to migrate to the dam area. 
This where the deepest, coolest water 
is with the most amount of dissolved 

oxygen. We will be fishing within a 1 
to 2 miles of the dam from July through 
September. There is three ways to 
catch stripers during this period, live 
baiting, trolling, and spooning. Live 
bait is by far the most effective for 
catching lots of fish, but trolling can 
be very effective as the stripers begin 
to go deep and are in river channels. 
There are many years the stripers are 
so close to the bottom that the trollers 
cannot get their baits close enough for 
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110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530

eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731

STR Outfitters

These memories will last a lifetime ....

STRIPERS • HYBRIDS
GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

Lake Norfork • Mountain Home, AR
Sean & Tom Reynolds

Check out our blog at http://stroutfitters.blogspot.com

www.stroutfitters.com
877.246.7896 YOUR PHOTO HERE!

IMAGINE . . .

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • CONSIGNMENT 
ACCESSORIES STORAGE!

1414 S. Stark St • Davenport, IA • 563-326-2431

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
BRING  YOUR EMPTY OIL JUGS IN FOR DEALS ON REFILLS!!

CLOSEOUT OUT ON ALL 2019 LUNDS!
NEW IN STOCK 2019 LUNDS

1625 FURY XL SS OR TILLER W/MERCS
1675 ADVENTURE TILLER W/HONDA 60

1775 IMPACT SPORT W/MERC 115 SPORT & SS
1875 IMPACT SPORT  W/MERC 150 SPORT & SS

16-17-20 FT PREDATOR JONS TILLER & CONSOLES
1675 ADVENTURE W/MERC 60 OR 90

USED INVENTORY-CALL FOR PRICES
2001 FISH HAWK 186 TILLER W/MERC 125HP
2000 CHAMPION 187 DC ELITE W/MERC 175

1991 SYLVAN 824 SUPREME PONTOON W/MERC 90HP
2009 GATOR TRAX 17X44 MUD BUDDY ED.  W/2009 MUD 

BUDDY KOHLER
2017 WAREAGLE 648LDV, EVIN 25HP TILLER (13HRS)

2018 LUND 1625 FURY XL TILLER W/MERC 25HP
2006 LUND MR PIKE 18 SS W/MERC 115 4S EFI

the fish to strike the lure. This is when 
spooning becomes most effective. The 
best days spooners have is when they 
can find the stripers feeding deep on 
the bottom. You drop the spoon to 
the bottom and jerk hard up and let 
it slowly go down. The stripers will 
usually hit the spoon on the drop. We 
find that the bendable Fle-Fly spoon 
very productive. Bend a very shallow 
arc in the middle of the spoon for the 
best action. You can also catch them 
when their feeding in open water. You 
count down the line to the fish and 
again jerk up and let drop slowly. 
 Points with long flats and river 
channels are the most effective places 
to find and catch stripers. The stripers 
feed early shallow then move out to 
deeper water when the sun comes up. 
Some of the best points are Thumb, 
Point 1, Hudson, Koso, Dam Cove, 
Barron Creek, Hand Cove, and the 
Dam Bays. One or more of these 
points will hold fish all summer once 
you find the fish they will usually be 
there for a long period of time. 
 The bass will be in their summer 
pattern, early morning top water then 
jigs, worms and spinner baits are your 
best baits. There is also great night 

fishing throwing jigs, worms, and 
black or red 3/8 oz spinner baits. You 
can catch fish all over the main lake 
and in the creeks. 
 The crappie will be in feeding on 
the deep brush piles and flats that are 
deeper than 15 feet. Spider rigging 
is the most effective technique to 
catch them. Bennett’s Bayou is your 
best choice to catch summer crappies 
forwarded by Brushy Creek and then 
Big Creek. 

CALL US
BEFORE YOU BUY!

LET THE FISHING RIG SPECIALIST RIG YOUR BOAT WITH THE LATEST ELECTRONICS

Tom & Sean Reynolds have fished Lake Norfork for over 53 years and they 
guide out of Tracy Ferry Marina; you can reach him at 
www.stroutfitters.com, 870-421-1541 or on Facebook.
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RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS  

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose 
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock! 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583
 hicksforguns@gmail.com • www.HicksforGuns.com

Get in a real handgun trining class! Improve marksmanship 
skills and gun handling skills, learn  defensive shooting, get better 

prepared, and increase your survival rate. Come see what you 
don’t know about defensive shooting and self defense. 

I guarantee you will leave class with improved marksmanship 
skills, defensive skills and a new outlook on self defense.

COURSES OFFERED:
• NRA Basic Pistol Course
• Pistol Marksmanship Course
• Advanced Handgun Skills
•  Intro to Defensive Firearms / Home 

Invasion
• AR-15 / Carbine Course
•  Iowa Permit to Carry Weapons (CCW)

tmfirearmstraining.wordpress.com

319-371-6698
Email: tmfirearmstraining@yahoo.com

IOWA STATE COWBOY MATCH
By Lawdog Dago Dom & Shortcake (Dominic & Kathy Visione)
 We got a lot of nice comments 
on the Oklahoma/Land run story last 
month. Thank you. But several asked 
about state matches a little closer to 
home, besides the Illinois State match 
in Sparta this fall.  Time is a precious 
commodity, and spending time at a 
cowboy shoot beats spending time 
driving, hands down. So we will head 
west once again, just not quite so far.
Indianola, Iowa is the home of the Fort 
Des Moines Rangers and the Iowa 
State Cowboy Action Shooting Match. 
Where Land run was a Regional Match 
(region consist of several states) and 
would draw in the neighborhood of 
400 shooters, state matches offer a 
more local flavor with typically less 
than 100 shooters. The Iowa match 
draws between 60 to 80 shooters on 
average. But don’t let the smaller 
number of shooters fool you. The Fort 
Des Moines Rangers do state matches 
very well, thank you. A nice blend 
of Old West cowboy hospitality with 
Midwestern charm.
 The Iowa State match last year was 

the first one Shortcake and I attended 
outside of Illinois. We jumped in with 
both feet to see how deep the water was 
(as is our usual strategy in general).
We brought our camping trailer, along 
with our pets (one dog, one cat). But 
I only made one mistake. I forgot my 
medication because I was focused on 
remembering pills for the dog! The 
Hyvee in Indianola called the Hyvee in 
Peoria to rescue me. And all was well. 
I won’t forget that experience. Mostly 
because Shortcake (bless her heart) 
reminds me of it now and then.
We grabbed a camping spot at 
the Warren County Fairgrounds 
in Indianola. We were pleasantly 
surprised that this was also a favorite 
spot for some other cowboy shooters. 
You can also dry camp on the range 
also. In under 15 minutes, you will find 
yourself at Coyote Gulch, home of the 
Fort Des Moines Rangers.
 The Rangers have been hosting the 
match here for 17 years. How it began 
is a tale that sounds like it was spun 
out of the Old West. The land is owned 

by Randy and Ann Jimenez, 
who also own Central Iowa 
Shooting Sports and are 
NRA Instructors in all areas. 
One of the Rangers, Doc 
Horseshoe, was shoeing 
a horse for them (yes, he 
really was). Doc asked how 
they felt about letting the 
Rangers lease some land for 
a cowboy town, and Coyote 
Gulch was born!
 The Rangers are led by 
JB Kidd (President), Half 
Fast Len (VP), Marshall 
Kane (Treasurer) and Hot 
iron Heater (Secretary). The 
Range Coordinator is Tuco, 
while Little Hermana as a 
Deputy, ties up any loose 
ends.  Club members are 
always ready to do their part 
to make the State Match run like a well 
oiled machine. And it shows.
 Your meals on the range are cooked 
by Ann Jimenez and Sherry Gardner. 

Shari lives next door to the range, and 
loves helping out. The hot lunches 
prepared by these two are fantastic. 
Range mowing and maintenance is 
done by Jimmy Lone Wolf and Thief 

A PLACE WHERE FAMILY AND FRIENDS COME TOGETHER 
Open Tuesday – Thursday 11am – 1am

Friday and Saturday 11am – 2am • Closed Sunday and Monday
4538 N. Prospect Ave., Peoria Heights, IL 61616

(309) 839-8097
wesullivansirishpub@gmail.com

Call or email us for reservation requests, 
to book parties and for catering information!

Official Cowboy Wedding Belt Buckles

Official Cowboy Wedding Belt Buckles
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Discounts as big as a house. 
Or condo. Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be.
Your savings could add up to hundreds of dollars when you put all 

your policies together under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Alan Thompson, Agent

623 E. Jackson, Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

statefarm.com®

Call to Book Your Ice Fishing Trip!
LICENSED & INSURED

715-558-8732
fish4walleye53716@yahoo.com

DeanosGuideService.com
Find us on

On the Chippewa Flowage

River Annie. They even provide their 
own mowers! This year they hauled in 
crushed asphalt to spread around range 
tables. The enthusiasm of these fine 
folks to put on a first class match works 
every time.
 The shooting starts on Friday with 

Wild Bunch and side matches. You are 
encouraged to wear red on Friday to 
Remember Everyone Deployed. The 
main match consists of 12 stages, 6 on 
Saturday and 6 on Sunday. There is a 
dinner on Saturday night at the Sports 
Page in Indianola. After the last shot is 

fired on Sunday, scores are totaled and 
awards are presented. Then we all go 
home. But, not this time.
 Yours truly came up with the 
idea to renew wedding vows in the 
Cowboy Church in Coyote Gulch, with 
a Cowboy preacher! And since it was a 
Cowboy ceremony, the bride and groom 
exchange belt buckles instead of rings. 
The catch was for it to be a surprise 
for Shortcake. And it was! Oldest son 
Brian and his wife Valerie brought the 
grand kids. Clara Belle was the “buckle 

bearer.” And the preacher was Bear, who 
did an outstanding job. Little Hermana 
took awesome pictures and a video. 
The video is on Youtube as “Shotgun 
Wedding.” Pictures of the match and 
the wedding are on the Rangers web 
page, www.fortdesmoinesrangers.
com. Thanks to Marshall Kane, Bear, 
Sergeant Duroc, Clara Belle, Dolittle, 
Count Sandor, the Partners and so many 
more who helped out. It was a match we 
will long remember!

LAKE MILLE LACS
WORLD-CLASS SMALLMOUTH

18” - 21” ARE COMMON!
Huge Northern, Big Walleye & Record Muskies!

Located on Lake Mille Lacs this world famous lake features some 
of the best Walleye, Jumbo Perch, Bass, Northern and Muskie fishing 

available today. Whether it’s open water fishing on our Spacious 
4-hour Fishing Launches in the Summer or a Private Launch fishing event, 

a good time will be had by all. Lake Mille Lacs is Minnesota’s second 
largest lake covering 132,000 acres with over 80 miles of shoreline.

EAT, SLEEP & FISH PACKAGE:
ONLY $129! (Per Person, Double Occupancy)

Sunday - Thursday
2-Launch Fishing Trips, 

Lodging at Resort,
Breakfast & Dinner!

320.692.4413 • 800.450.4682
Check out the webcam & photos on the website!

www.TwinPinesMilleLacs.com

Twin Pines is just south 
of Garrison on Hwy 169 
overlooking St. Alban’s 

Bay on Mille Lacs’ 
magnificent Westside!

Marshall Kane (paper in hand) goes over scenario instructions

Little Hermana and Capt. Jim 
Midnight, Iowa State Champs

Oldest son, Brian, 
surprises Shortcake
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We love to  
finance outdoor 

adventures! 

And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
USEFUL INFORMATION FROM YOUR REAL 
ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

MARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com

More Service.
More Sales.

Each office independently 
owned and operated150 S Main St. • Morton, IL 61550

104 N. HARRIS ST.
TREMONT, IL 61568- $255,000

5 Things You Need to Know about 
Your Future Neighborhood
 Are you currently on the home 
hunt? You probably have a list of needs 
and wants. Have you included anything 
about the neighborhood?
 In addition to bedrooms, baths, and 
interior upgrades, it’s a good rule of 
thumb to ask a few questions about the 
potential neighborhood you may want to 
call home. When you’re thinking about 
buying, here are some questions you can 
ask to help determine if the neighborhood 
will be a good fit for you.
1.  Is the area well-maintained? Take a 

walk around the block. Drive through 
the neighborhood. Are properties 
well-maintained? Are roads in good 

condition? The appearance of the 
lawns, homes, and public spaces can 
reveal a lot about the area.

2.  Are there any rules and regulations 
you need to be aware of before 
you commit? Do you mind if your 
renovations and landscaping are 
restricted by homeowner association 
bylaws? Find out if the neighborhood 
has any rules and regulations, and 
what they are.

3.  What is the reputation of the school 
district? Even if you don’t have 
children, the school district’s status 
can affect property values. Get the 
scoop on the district’s rankings in 
academics and financial stability.

4.  What’s the crime rate? Oftentimes 

you can find maps provided by the 
city that show what crimes occur in 
the area and how often. The FBI may 
also have reports available for the 
area. Do a little research to make sure 
you’ll feel safe in your new home.

5.  What amenities are nearby? For 
some homebuyers, access to public 
transportation is important. Others 
want to live near parks, shops, or 
restaurants. Find out what amenities 
the area offers to ensure that you 
choose a neighborhood that suits 
your lifestyle.

Top Design Trends for Today’s Homes
 Wondering what’s hot and what’s not 
for interior design? Whether you’re hoping 
to create a buyer-friendly look as you prep 
your home for sale or simply want to stay 
on trend, these finishes will help you keep 
your surroundings looking sharp.
 On the walls: Neutral is still in, but 
cold whites are fading away. Designers 
are reducing their use of these cold tones 
in favor of softer whites. These trending 
paint colors help make modern spaces 
feel warmer and more welcoming.
 In the kitchen: Designers are 
moving away from all-white kitchens 
to add splashes of color. Deep blues, 
greys, and greens are growing in 
popularity for kitchen cabinet choices. 
All the cabinets don’t have to be the 
same color, either. One hue may be 

This large property has 3 facets: Currently houses a laundromat 
(60 x 30), a liquor store, and an automotive repair shop 

(total 100 x 36 for the 2). Just off of Illinois Route 9 and 1/2 mile 
from I-155. Newer paving/parking. Laundromat has 1/3 new 
equipment, newer windows, floors, and paint. 9-ft ceilings in 

laundromat and liquor store; 14-ft ceiling and 2-levels in autobody. 
200-amps in liquor store and autobody; 400-amps in laundromat. 

Contact listing agent for details on ROI, current lease agreements, etc. 
Pre-qualified buyers only. Measurements approx.

Laura Waugh
Broker
(309) 264-7271
lwaughc21@gmail.com

110 Windridge, Washington, IL 61571- $200,900
You will love this spacious well maintained ranch in wooded Windridge Subdivision. The large living room 
with a fireplace overlooks a tranquil wooded setting with an abundance of flowers, flowering shrubs and 
trees. This 4-bedroom home with a possible 5th in the walkout basement includes 3 1/2 baths, main 

floor laundry room and storage throughout. The kitchen boasts plenty of cabinets including a pantry and 
is adjoined to the dining area with a sliding door to the deck overlooking a private backyard with a patio 

below. This rare find is minutes from Peoria and Washington and won’t last long.

 2722 W. Bacon, Peoria, IL 61614- $135,000
Great location for this family home in Idyllbrook Subdivision. There is a large backyard with a covered 
patio for your summer cookouts. This home features a large living room and main floor family room 

and 3 bedrooms. Large heated garage and a workroom in the basement. There is a 2nd full bath with 
new shower in the basement waiting for your finishing touches. Roof: 2004, furnace: 2007, 

washer:2013, Dryer:2010, Refrigerator: 2015, Wall oven and stove: 2005, new breaker panel: 2019, 
Patio awning: 2014, basement wall retaining system: 2019. This home is sold “AS IS.”

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
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BRAD BELSER
(309) 231-1449

brad@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777

jim@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

FOR ALL YOUR FARM & REC LAND BUYING, 
SELLING AND 1031 EXCHANGE NEEDS

PROPERTIES FOR SALE: 

Fulton County- 162 Acres

137 ACRES - FULTON COUNTY
PRICE REDUCTION! If you’re in the market 
for a great recreational hunting property 

this is a must see!  Located roughly 
1 hour from Peoria just North of Summum, 

this area of Fulton County is known to 
produce giant Whitetail Deer!

162 ACRES - FULTON COUNTY
Great Value! PRICE REDUCTION! Illinois Farm 
and Rec Land is excited to offer this stunning 
162 acre Fulton County tract.  If you are in the 

market for a premier whitetail property 
look no further!  Located approximately 8 

miles NW of Lewistown, in the heart of some 
of the best whitetail hunting in the world!

chosen for top cabinetry and accented 
with another shade for bottom cabinets. 
Contrasting metals in the hardware and 
fixtures complete the trend.
 Off the presses: Recent 
enhancements to printing processes and 
modern materials have increased the 
quality of faux finishes. This emerging 
technology is allowing homeowners and 
designers to achieve the look of stone 
and other high-end finishes for flooring 
at a fraction of the cost and with easier 
installation. Choices such as marble and 
concrete will likely see a downturn as 
they are replaced by faux options.
 From the outdoors: Homeowners 
are looking to connect with nature in their 
décor. Wood finishes are a top solution. 
Wood offers beauty and flexibility to 
apply to a variety of surroundings and 
suits a broad range of tastes. Designers 
can also incorporate this material to 
create a lighter and airier space, which is 
what many clients are seeking.
 For the future: Builders and 
buyers are more environmentally aware 
than ever before. Current trends include 
eco-friendly materials and processes 
that reduce a home’s carbon footprint. 
Contractors and homeowners are 
striving to make sustainable choices 
that have a positive long-term impact 
on the environment.
 What do you think about these 
trends? Have your design preferences 
changed over time? If you’re looking for 
any of these in a new home or thinking 
of making changes to your home, let me 
know how I can help.

6 Must-Haves to Set the Stage for a 
Quick Sale
 Is your home ready to welcome 
potential buyers? To create the best 
appeal (and fetch the best price), it 
is helpful to stage your home. Home 
staging refers to preparing your space to 
make it appealing to the highest number 
of buyers, with the goal of selling the 
home quickly and profitably.
 While each house offers unique 
appeal, a few staging tips are helpful 
for nearly any home. To roll out the red 
carpet for your potential buyers, include 
the following must-have items.
 Plants: Greenery makes a room 
feel warm and inviting. Use floor plants, 
tabletop plants or shelf plants to bring 
life to the corners of the room.
 Candles: These provide a nice 
touch, but be sure to choose unscented 
or lightly scented. You don’t want to 
overwhelm visitors with an aroma or 
risk choosing a scent they don’t like.

 Flowers: Add color and cheer to 
your yard and your interior with in-
season blooms.
 Throw pillows: Adding these 
to your beds, chairs and/or couches 
can provide a nice finishing touch to 
your décor that makes the space more 
appealing.
 Towels: Coordinated linens in 
the bathroom create a clean, crisp, 
and luxurious atmosphere. Make sure 
towels are hung neatly and are in good 
condition. A brand-new hand towel can 
provide a nice touch.
 Artwork: Neutral artwork on the 
walls is preferable to family portraits. 
Remember, the goal is to make your 
space appealing to as many buyers as 
possible. This means depersonalizing 
so they can envision themselves in your 
space instead of you.

Want to sell your house faster? Do this
 To some sellers, it seems perfectly 
natural to remain in the home when 
buyers view their property. After all, 
the seller can point out all the fabulous 
features and answer any questions the 
buyers have about the home, right?
 Wrong. This is not the time for 
sellers to put on their hosting hats and 
welcome guests into the home. If buyers 
are coming by to see the property, sellers 
should vacate the premises. Why?
 When sellers are around, buyers 
feel less comfortable. They are likely to 
feel rushed and will spend less time in 
the home, since their visit feels like an 
imposition on the sellers.
 This is the opposite of what needs to 
happen to sell a home. Buyers must be 
made to feel as comfortable as possible. 
This will encourage them to take their 
time and truly consider the home for 
purchase. They will be more likely to 
notice those very features the sellers 
were hoping to point out, since they 
won’t be rushed.
 Buyers also typically feel more 
comfortable asking their real estate 
agent rather than the owner questions 
about the property. They may have a 
concern the agent can address that the 
buyer would not be willing to bring up 
in front of the seller.
 Sellers can also get more helpful 
feedback indirectly through the agent. 
For example, a bad odor in the home may 
be an issue, but buyers might feel rude 
bringing this up in front of the seller. If 
sellers can obtain honest feedback, they 
can use this to improve future showings 
and sell the home faster.
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HUNTING THE POOR MAN’S 
DESERT SHEEP
By Jason Houser

 “Texas has it all.”  Those were the 
words muttered by my nephew Jordan Blair 
as we drove through the Lone Star State 
on our way to hunt Aoudad.  While Texas 
might not have it all, the state certainly does 
have a lot when it comes to hunting.
 If you love hunting, Texas is the place 
for you.  With so many species to hunt and 
year-round seasons on a lot of exotics that 
are roaming freely and within high fences, 
the list of possibilities is long.
 I grew up seeing photos of Aoudad 
sheep.  Something about them mesmerized 
me whether it was their long “beard”, the 
chaps on their legs or their massive horns.  
It might have been a combination of all 
three, but I knew one day I wanted to hunt 
one of these sheep that are predominantly 
found in Texas with a few in New Mexico.
 Aoudad, often called Barbary sheep, 
are native to Africa.  American soldiers 
during World War II that were stationed in 
Chad and the Barbary Coast of Northern 

Africa were the first to discover Aoudad 
and quickly realized they would make 
a good game animal back in the states.  
Upon returning home the soldiers helped 
to arrange moving Aoudad back to the 
states.  In 1950, New Mexico received 
their first transplant of Aoudad and Texas 
soon followed suit in 1957 when 31 were 
released southwest of Claude in Armstrong 
County, and 13 near Quitaque.
 The transplants proved to go over 
very well in the Palo Duro Canyon area 
of Texas.  In 1963 the population was at 
levels that the state believed a hunt was 
possible.  Forty-two permits were issued 
resulting in the harvest of six rams and 
three ewes.  A year later fifty permits 
were issued resulting in eight rams and 
seven ewes being killed.  In 1965, 70 
permit holders managed to harvest eight 
rams and eight ewes.  There is no exact 
number of animals that roam across Texas 
today, but the numbers are pushing close 
to 30,000 with several hundred in New 
Mexico.  Hunters can hunt Aoudad both 

in low and high fence situations.
 As I mentioned in the beginning 
of this article there was something that 
drew me to want to hunt these animals.  
There appearance is unlike other species 
of sheep available to hunt.  Males can 
grow to weigh more than 300 pounds 
with 200 to 250 pounds the average for 
an adult ram.  Ewes are considerably 
smaller in both body size as well as horn 
size.  A mature ram will have an overall 
horn length somewhere between 27 to 
34 -inches.  A big ewe will have horns 
topping out at about half of a mature ram.  
The biggest ewe I ever laid eyes on had 
horns measuring 21-inches.  The biggest 
ewe I have ever harvested had horns 

1453 Lakeview Road South • $167,000
Just in time for summer fun! This 3 BD, 

2 BA ranch home is a great fit for for full- 
or part-time living in Oak Run. Master bedroom 

walks out to the back deck where you’ll
enjoy seasonal views of the lake. Full, 

finished basement with large family room 
allows for easy entertaining. Located in 

Forest Ridge Subdivision, a short walk takes
you to Lakeview Beach and Boat Launch.

8111 Oak Run Drive • $3,300
Level, buildable lot close to Brentwood Pool. 

Includes public water and public sewer availability. 
If you are not thinking of building, this lot also 
provides membership rights to all that Oak Run

has to offer. The 600-acre lake is great for fishing 
and recreational boating.

HOMES:

LOTS:

124 Cherrywood Court • $385,000
Turn-key, well-maintained 1.5 story lake front home 

is just a few steps to the water. This 3 BD, 
2 BA home with full, finished walk-out 

basement has plenty of room for family and 
friends. Floor-to-ceiling windows  and vaulted 

ceiling on main floor allow for expansive lake views. 
The wrap-around deck provides ample 

outdoor entertaining space. Storage shed 
measuring 12’ x 20’ is large enough to fit 2 Jet Skis.

75 Lakecrest Place • $5,700
Great location close to Windemere Beach. 
This lot is in a desirable neighborhood, 

as it is walking distance to the beach and park. 
This lot is perfect for membership 

or building your vacation home.

309-231-5883
 adamshanebuilder@gmail.com
 oakrunrealestate.com

Oak Run is a private, residential community surrounding the beautiful Spoon Lake. With 600 acres of lake water and 19 miles of shoreline, 
our community offers many recreational opportunities. Oak Run’s real estate market is unique and has something for everyone! 

From vacant lots to homes offshore or directly on the lake, you can be sure to find a property to fit your desires and your budget.

measuring 17-inches and I doubt I will be 
able to top that.
 Aoudad provide year-round hunting 
opportunities. With that being said, much 
of the hunting takes place late fall through 
early spring while temperatures are 
still tolerable.  An aoudad hunt is easily 
combined with other animals to hunt such 
as predators, hogs and deer.
 There are different ways to hunt 
Aoudad, but they can be a challenge if 
you are hunting with any type of archery 
gear, including crossbows.  The eyesight 
of Aoudad is as good as animal I have eve 

Jordan Blair is all smiles 
with his first Aoudad.

Texas certainly has it all, 
including a lot cactus.



hunted and I have hunted a lot of different 
species.  The wide-open terrain of where 
these animals live makes it tough to execute 
a stalk.  Even at a distance out to a half-
mile I have been busted by these animals 
and have had them run off.  If you can glass 
these animals with a quality spotting scope 
or binocular and everything is in your favor 
such as wind and cover, you can get within 
range.  Just expect more blown stalks than 
successful ones.
 Aoudad are known to visit feeders 
intended for other game animals such 
as hogs and deer.  If you know that 
Aoudads are visiting feeders, hunting out 
of a ground blind is an easier way to hunt 
these animals.  Scent control still must 
be practiced and be sure to use a ground 
blind with a black lining to keep from 
being picked out.
 There are guides and outfitters that 
offer quality Aoudad hunts.  Prices range 
from $2,500 to $6,500.  The price varies 
greatly from one outfitter to the next so be 
sure to know what is offered and do your 
research before booking any guided hunt.  
 Another option is to apply for a public-
land permit.  It is tough to draw a tag and 
killing an animal is even tougher.  That is 
why hiring an outfitter is a better option.
 Texas is a state known for high 
fences and there are plenty of high-fence 
operations that offer Aoudad hunts.  But, 

do not expect a high-fence hunt to be a 
slam dunk.  Many of these operations are 
run on thousands of acres after truly wild 
Aoudad.  Hunts will cost $2000 to $4000 
for a trophy ram with high success rates.  A 
hunt for an Aoudad ewe is just a fraction of 
what it is to hunt a ram often just costing 
$300 or $400 with all the excitement of a 
ram hunt. It is an affordable way to see if 
this type of hunt is for you before spending 
larger amounts of money on hunting a ram.
 Over the years, Aoudad have escaped 
high-fence ranches when storms have 
come through and knocked the fences 
down.  This allowed many exotic species 
of animals to escape and roam freely 
across a lot of the state.
 Landowners are hiring companies 
that specialize in wildlife capture to come 
in and catch these animals to sell and 
transport them to high fence operations.  
This is typically done using helicopters 
and nets.  So, just because you are hunting 
a high-fence ranch, it is a good possibility 
that the animals you are hunting are as wild 
as any other animal you would hunt and 
they have more than enough room to live 
as they would in low-fence conditions.  
Again, do your homework and ask for 
references before booking any such hunt.
 Licenses are inexpensive to hunt 
Aoudad in Texas.  All you need is a 5-day 
special hunting license that cost $48 if you 
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buy it locally wherever hunting licenses are 
sold in Texas.  You will have to pay a $5 
administrative fee if you purchase it online.
 Aoudad are strong animals and you 
will need equipment to handle the job.  I 
recommend cut on contact broadheads.  
Because Aoudad sheep are exotics, their 
vitals lay a little bit more forward than 
some of the animals native to the states.
 Deer hunters are accustomed to aiming 
right behind the front leg of a whitetail for 
a heart shot.  If you do this on an Aoudad 
you might miss the vitals.  The heart of an 
Aoudad is several inches forward, almost 
laying in its throat.  A good shot placement 
will be right in the shoulder.  This will 
likely result in a good lung hit.  That is 
why a quality cut on contact broadhead 
is so important so you can penetrate the 
shoulder on one of the tough animals.

• Brighton, IL
• 3-BR, 2-BA 
• ±73 Acres

844.415.8959
RealtreeUC.com

UNRESTRICTED
#12024-05342  |  $455,000

FREEDOM
• Mature Timber
• Deer & Turkey Hunting
• Manicured Trails

FIND HUNTING PROPERTIES NATIONWIDE

2810 NORTH MURPHY ROAD,
HANNA CITY, IL 61536 - $1,700,000

A CROWN JEWEL: Your own 167+/- acre private park for hunting, 
fishing, horseback riding, canoeing/kayaking, camping, hiking, 

biking, snowmobiling, ORV/ATV use, conservation, health & fitness 
and overall family fun.Custom log house, barn, 2 lakes with access to a 

3rd, approx. 1.5 miles of interior roadways and another 
1.5 miles [approx.] of horseback riding/hiking/biking trails 

covering 2 parcels of land.
For more information go to LandWatch.com

 Will work with Buyer’s Broker.

For a viewing please contact J. Reed Roesler
 at 309-370-2189 or 

email him at Roeslerhome5@gmail.com

 Depending on who you ask, you will 
get different answers as to whether Aoudad 
is good to eat.  I have had Aoudad that 
was as good as anything else I have ever 
eaten.  Other times, it was not good at all.  
If you are hunting for meat, I recommend 
going after a young ewe or ram.  If you do 
kill an old mature ram the key is to cook 
it on low for several hours.  Many hunters 
either make sausage or jerky which makes 
it a little more tolerable to the taste buds.
 My most recent hunt took place 
near Junction, Texas.  After doing some 
research my nephew and I settled on 
hunting with Johns Exotics.  Johns Exotics 
has a lot of different species to hunt and 

If you are looking for an animal that 
will provide good table fare, a ram of 

this size is perfect.

Wild hogs are a welcome bonus 
when hunting in Texas.
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Hunting . . . continued
most of the animals are transplanted from 
ranches where the animals are causing 
trouble.  Knowing that we would be 
hunting wild animals on a ranch with high 
reviews we felt comfortable we would 
have a quality hunt at quality animals.
 Our options were open but after a few 
failed stalks we were hoping to find a way 
to get a couple ewes for the freezer.  The 
owner of the ranch, Keith along with his 
son Zach, did some glassing from afar 
and found where Aoudad were routinely 
feeding early in the morning and late in 
the evening.  Knowing where the animals 
were, blinds were put in place to prepare 
for an ambush.
 Our first attempt from the blind put 
my nephew Jordan on the trigger.  I would 
be helping him along the way to choose 
an animal that he was after.  In this case, a 
young ewe for the freezer.
 Shortly after first light we spotted a 
herd of Aoudad in the distance.  Through 
our binoculars, we could tell there were 
some big rams as well as some ewes in 
the bunch.  They were moving in our 
direction, but with the distance they had 
to cover we had plenty of time to glass 
the animals for the one he wanted and to 
prepare for a shot.
 Finally, the animals had made it to 

100 yards and were closing faster on our 
position.  Knowing which one he wanted 
to shoot, it was just a matter of waiting for 
them to close another 60 yards.
 Once the animals closed the distance 
to 30 yards it was just a matter of letting 
the animals separate from one another to 
offer a clean shot.  With the razor sharp 
broadheads and the power behind his PSE 
Fang crossbow, we didn’t want to take the 
chance of the bolt blowing through the 
animals and hitting another.
 With an open shot path, Jordan 
shouldered his crossbow, thumbed the 
trigger and put the crosshairs of his 
Sightmark Core scope on the animal’s 
shoulder.  With a squeeze of the trigger, 
the bolt impacted with a loud thud.  
Crimson red blood immediately began 
to flow and after a short run of less than 
50-yards the Aoudad toppled over in the 
middle of a pear cactus.
 Jordan accomplished what he set out 
to do by harvesting his first Aoudad.  A 
young ewe that will make an awesome 
trophy in the form of a European mount 
and provide desirable meat for his family.
 It was my turn that night but as 
hunting goes more times than not, we 
never saw an animal.  Later that evening 
we hashed out a game plan and decided to 
move to another part of the ranch where 
some Aoudad had been seen.

 Spotting some Aoudad in the distance 
we prepared for a shot.  Just about the time 
we thought we might get a shot, a lone 
hog sprinted in for a quick bite to eat.  We 
were told before our hunt ever began that 
if we saw any hogs that we were to shoot 
them.  Knowing the Aoudads might spook, 
I quickly put my sights on the hog and let 
a bolt fly.  With a thud the broadhead hit 
home and the hog went one way and the 
Aoudad the other.
 Knowing I had put a good hit on 
the young hog, we stayed put hoping the 
Aoudad might return.  About 15 minutes 
later the Aoudad cautiously returned.  
Carefully looking the animals over I was 
able to choose a trophy ewe that would be 
hard to beat.
 Double checking that I had a clean 
shot on the ewe, I squeezed the trigger and 

sent a bolt as the old ewe standing just 23 
yards away.  The bolt flew true and the old 
nanny ran about 50 yards before toppling 
over.  I had just accomplished something a 
lot of hunters will never get the chance to 
do.  The ewe was aged at 16 years and had 
horns measuring 17-inches.  Truly a once-
in-a-lifetime trophy.
 Aoudad hunting seems like a dream 
that would be hard to accomplish, but it 
is a lot easier than many hunters think.  
With a little research to find the best style 
of hunting you prefer whether it is a DIY 
hunt on public ground, hiring a guide to 
go after a free range animal or hunting 
one of the many ranches that cater to 
Aoudad hunters it is a hunt that will hold 
a special place in your accomplishments.

The author poses with a 
massive Aoudad ewe.

Good optics are a must when hunting 
for Aoudad in low light conditions.
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A BOWHUNTER’S FIRST 
WHITETAIL BUCK

Sara Varner 
Broker

Licensed in Illinois

250 E. Main St., Galesburg IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573 
Fax: 309-343-5269
Email:  svarner@melfosterco.com
SaraVarnerRealEstate.com
www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate 

1429 Knox Road 2500 N.
Oneida, IL 61467 - $300,000

MLS #CA193055
Move in ready country home with 

6.46 acres, 4 bed and 2 bath

134 W. Fremont St., 
Oneida, IL 61467 - $135,000

MLS #CA184598
Beautifully well kept solid brick 

home with 3 bedrooms & 1.5 baths

434 N. Center St., 
Oneida, IL 61467 - $107,000

MLS #CA193669
3/4 bed 3 bath with updates, 
skylights and many garages!

590 Colleen St., 
Woodhull, IL 61490 - $171,000

MLS #CA192981
3 bed 2.5 bath main floor living with 

a basement and storage galore!

583 William Dr., 
Knoxville, IL 61448 - $129,000

MLS #CA193119
Offering a fresh modern color scheme, attached 

garage, main floor living and many updates

433 W. Chestnut St., 
Oneida, IL 61467 - $79,000

MLS #CA193278
3 bed 1.5 bath with waterproof flooring, 
huge closets and abundant natural light

NEW LISTING!

October 18, 19 & 20, 2019
STARTS AT 5PM ON

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 17TH!

Friday, October 18th Saturday, October 19th Sunday, October 20th

FREE

 ADMISSION!

By Darron McDougal
Regardless of your current whitetail 
hunting accomplishments, always 
reflect upon and cherish your 
inaugural whitetail success.
 When the young, symmetrical 
10-pointer turned perfectly broadside 
in the wide-open alfalfa field, I drew 
back confidently, settled the correct 
pin behind his shoulder and released. 
I’d shot well, but my arrow whizzed 
just over the whitetail’s back.
 Perplexed, I glanced at my 
brother in the tree beside me, and 
he advised that the buck had simply 
ducked. Bummer! My would-be first 
buck had slipped from my grasp.

Beginnings
 I started bowhunting 18 years 
ago when I turned 12-years-old, 
Wisconsin’s then-minimum hunting 
age. At least 7 years earlier, I began 
shooting cheap department-store 
compounds and even tried to construct 

my own recurve bows from string-
trimmer line and maple saplings. 
Everything about archery fascinated 
— and continues to fascinate — me.
 Now, I didn’t bow-kill a deer 
during my first hunting season. But, I 
had a few encounters and even passed 
up a spike buck.
 During my second archery season, 
I had the misfortune of missing the 
10-pointer mentioned previously. To 
add insult to injury, I encountered a 
beautiful 8-pointer with kickers from 
the same stand approximately 1 month 
later, after an October snow squall. 
Chilled to the core, my shivering arms 
couldn’t get the bowstring to full draw 
as the buck passed by at 20 yards.

First Bow-Kill
 Prior to my third archery season, 
I’d been watching a mature buck with 
a 20-inch-wide 6-point frame visit the 
same alfalfa field where I’d missed 

twice the previous season. But, when 
season opened, the buck disappeared.
 So, on a cold and drizzly late-
September afternoon, I opted to haul 
an early model Double Bull blind to the 
opposite end of the field and hunt from 
it, immediately after brushing it in.
 Shortly after, a young doe 
appeared. She was oblivious that I was 
a stone’s throw away. I was just about 
to draw back when she randomly 
bolted across the field, fading into 
the timber. I set my bow down and 
awaited another four-legged visitor.
 Surprisingly, only 20 minutes had 
elapsed when the same young doe 

reappeared in my blind window, 15 
yards away just as she’d done earlier. 
This time, I drew my bow immediately, 
hovered the pin on her side and shot. 
My shot was money, and I became an 
adrenalized fist-pumping mess. I’d just 
killed my first deer with a bow — it 
only happens once.
 I passed up a few little bucks later that 
same season. I wanted my first buck to be 
at least 2.5 years old. That was my goal.

Things Begin to Click
 The following year, I started to 
understand more about stand placement 
and identified some mistakes I’d made 
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the previous two seasons.
 On the second afternoon of the 
season, I doubled on mature does 
from a stand I’d hung in the corner of 
another alfalfa field. That was one of 
my fondest hunts as a teenager. But, 
antler still eluded me.
 Less than a month later, I was 
hunting a different stand when I 
arrowed another large doe. Looking 
back, those three shots and three doe 
kills boosted my confidence greatly. 
That November, I took full advantage.
Being homeschooled, I hunted as 
often as my teacher — Mom — 
allowed. Often, I’d check in with my 
eldest brother, who’d moved out of 
my parent’s house a few years earlier, 
to discuss locations and strategies. He 
provided guidance and assured me that 
I’d get my chance to kill a 2.5-year-
old or older buck, if I kept after it.
 During a late-October doe-only 
hunt, my father took me to a property 
where I’d helped him position a 
ladder stand for the previous year’s 
rifle season. He hadn’t seen any 
bucks from the stand that year, but 

thought it might be a likely spot to 
shoot a doe. Inevitably, a beautiful, 
130-class 8-pointer strolled by within 
bow range. Guess where I wanted to 

bowhunt a few days later?

Pulling Out All the Stops
 November 2 dawned overcast and 

mysteriously still. Temperatures were 
cool but bearable. Hopes were high, 
and one buck burned holes in my 
mind as I kept watch.

Scarlett Palm
Managing Broker

Mobile: 309-361-2095
Office: 309-246-5020

822 5th St. • Lacon, IL 61540

000 CONSERVATION LANE, 
LOWPOINT, IL 61545 - $1,245,000

Prime 83.3 acres in Woodford county.
Located on conservation road this square 

83 acres is set up with 3 water control 
structures. The sediment trap ditch runs 
along the north boundary line. Existing 

berms and levees are mapped out 
on wetland’s restoration map. DU has 

plotted areas of food, forage and 
cover beds. Enhancing the migratory 

species of waterfowl and upland game 
birds. This jewel of the Illinois holds a lot 

of ducks as compared to the 
surrounding duck clubs. Ground has 

been rested for years w/out shooting. 
Consistency is mostly dryland mixed 

some marsh and some outlet to the river. 

000 RT. 29, SPARLAND, IL 61565- $436,000
JUST IN TIME FOR DEER SEASON.

This property boasts it all. River frontage, 
tillable, timber. Who says you can’t have it all?!? 

This is a recreational dream come true. 
Multi-faceted for so many uses.

23107 N. CREW LANE, 
SPARLAND, IL 61565- $185,000

25.39 acres of timber for deer and turkey hunting. 
Absolutely breathtaking views of the river valley 
from highest elevation. Property does have home 
onsite and can be used as a hunting cabin. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to have your recreational 

dream property. Priced to sell! Owner motivated!!!

000 RT. 17, 
SPARLAND, IL 61565 

$364,000
124 Acres. Very nice deer and 
turkey hunting ground. Solid 
timber, never been logged. 
Secluded. Make this your 

dream come true. 
Located in Steuben Township.

228 E. HICKS HOLLOW ROAD, 
CHILLICOTHE, IL 61523 - $279,000

BEAUTIFUL 15.22 WOODED ACRES. This amazing 
property is a deer hunting dream. 3 bdrm ranch style 

2.5 bath home. Full walkout basement/ partially 
finished. Main floor laundry. Beautiful informal dining 
room w/ sliders that lead out onto massive deck over-

looking timber valley views. ATV trails throughout 
timber. Updates include windows, doors, roof, siding, 

& HVAC. Seller is willing to split off machine shed 
from home w/ 1 acre.64x36 heated machine w/ large 
slider doors. Make this your rural dream come true!!!

The author double-lunged these two does one 
afternoon from a tree stand he hung himself. To 
this day, it’s one of his most memorable hunts.

A teenager, the author admires his first buck from more 
than 15 years ago. He coaxed the buck within bow range 

via grunting, snort wheezing and rattling.

First Whitetail Buck . . . continued
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 An hour into the morning, 
I hadn’t seen a single deer, so I 
dug out my grunt call and rattle 
bag from my backpack and 
began calling. My calls went 
unanswered, so did my second 
attempt a half-hour later.
 By 9 a.m., my view was still 
deerless. With nothing to lose, I 
started my third calling sequence. It 
began with three estrous bleats, and 
then transitioned to several buck 
grunts, followed by a couple snort-
wheezes. Next, I violently rammed 
the rattle pack together for 1 minute, 
then set it down, and grabbed my 
bow and watched.
 Soon, movement across the 
bog I was watching caught my 
attention. I saw nice antlers and 
immediately thought it must be 
the big buck that I’d seen several 
days earlier during the doe-only 
hunt. Thus, I ignored the antlers 
from there on out and focused on 
preparing for the shot.
 As the buck approached, 
his ears were laid back and his 
posture stiff. I can still envision it 
now. He quickly nosed the scent 

trail I’d dispersed on my way to 
the stand earlier that morning, 
and then followed it away from 
my stand. This put him quartering 
away at 30 yards, confirmed by 
my rangefinder.
 When I drew back, I noticed 
he was behind a branch, but that 
the branch was only 15 yards 
away from me. With my 30-
yard pin, I burned a hole through 
that branch and onto the buck’s 
ribcage. A split second later, my 
arrow lobbed over the branch and 
hit its intended mark.
 The buck ran in a half circle, 
and then directly away from me, 
stopping exactly where he’d 
appeared earlier across the bog. His 
tail flickered several times, and then 
it appeared that he’d laid down.
 I called my father, and we agreed 
that I’d quietly slip out of the stand 
and meet him back at the vehicle. 
There, we discussed the shot, and I 
told him I wanted to give the buck 
at least another hour just in case my 
shot wasn’t perfect. He agreed.

Once-in-a-Lifetime Buck

 About 2 hours later, most of 
my immediate family members had 
assembled to trail the buck. When 
we arrived at the stand location, I 
climbed up and had my father and 
the others walk to where the buck 
was standing when I’d shot. They 
immediately spied the blood trail.
 We followed it across the bog 
and it led right to my first-ever 
buck. It turned out to be a different 
buck than the one I’d seen a few 
days earlier, but that mattered little 
to me. We all admired the buck for 
a few moments. Finally, I field-
dressed the downed buck and we 
drug him out to the vehicle.

Final Reflections
 More than 15 years have 
passed since that hunt. I’ve 
matured substantially as a hunter, 
and God has blessed me with 
some beautiful bucks much larger 
than that one. But, I’ll never forget 
where I came from and how my 
deer hunting passion was born. 
That’s why I often recall the hunt 
when I killed my first buck.
www.grandviewoutdoors.com

NORTH HAMPTON RD., CHILLICOTHE, IL - $35,000
Hide away your dream home on this beautiful, wooded 

four-acre parcel! Build on the front of lot where the previous 
home sat or clear a short path for another, more secluded 

option. Great privacy, with much wildlife for the nature lover
but just a short drive from town and schools!

Gallery Homes of Jim Maloof Realtor - 4610 Prospect Road, Peoria, IL 61615

The Green Group utilizes the latest technologies, market research and business 
strategies to exceed your expectations in both residential and commercial. More 
importantly, we listen and that means we find solutions that are tailored to you. 
We get you to the closing table with the most efficiency. If you’re looking to buy 

or sell then we are the team for you. We look forward to working with you!
LET ME HELP YOU SELL YOUR HOUSE THIS SPRING!

421 Olive Street, Emden, IL 
62635- $97,500
MLS# 1201483

104 S. Kruse Street, 
Mackinaw, IL 61755 - $127,900

MLS# 1204125

13948 S. 14th St., Pekin, IL 
61554 - $142,000
MLS# 1196872

501 N. Sampson St., 
Tremont, IL 61568 - $187,500

MLS# 1205879

303 S. East, Danvers, IL 
61732 - $195,000
MLS #: 1192288

420 S. Chestnut Street, 
Tremont, IL 61568 - $214,900

MLS #: 1204557

THE GREEN GROUP
Gaye Lynn Green
REALTOR®/BROKER ASSOCIATE

(309) 657-1774
Allan Green; Realtor (309) 657-7551

gayelynngreen@hotmail.com
www.glgreen.kw.com

PRICE REDUCED!

PRICE REDUCED!PRICE REDUCED!

1201 S. Capitol St., 
Pekin, IL 61554 - $74,500

MLS #: 1205905

The author has tagged bigger bucks, 
but none more special than his first.
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SANDY
by Diana Storrs

 Sandy was a good ole downhome 
country dog. As such, she had never 
been to a groomer, or attended 
puppy obedience school. Her diet 
did not include gourmet dog food 
organically grown and grain-free 
or treats. The concept of walking 
on leash, at heel was completely 
foreign to her. However, she would 
dutifully follow us anywhere. We all 
loved her unconditionally. She was 
the best dog ever.
 Our home was surrounded 
on three sides by deep Minnesota 
forests. Sandy developed her rural 
smarts the hard way. Part of living 
in a country setting involved chance 
meetings with forest dwelling 
wildlife. Sandy had a close encounter 
with a skunk, once; and tangled 
with a porcupine, once. She did not 

go to the doggie spa for a shampoo 
treatment after the skunk; and did not 
visit the vet for the porcupine quills 
in her snout.  I don’t know what our 
father did about the skunk aroma, but 
I do know he extracted the quills as 
painlessly as possible. She never had 
second episodes with either a skunk 
or porcupine again. 
 The town veterinarian was just 
that. He took care of town pets. Our 
Sandy did visit the vet one time. She 
was struck by a car on the nearby 
highway. A kind motorist carefully 
brought her to our house. Due to 
the nature of her injuries, the vet 
admitted he could do nothing for her. 
She would either die, or heal, and he 
sent her home. We all watched and 
waited anxiously, as day by day she 
grew a little stronger, and wagged 

1050 N Main Canton IL 61520 

CURTIS GORSUCH: 
Owner/Managing Broker/

Auctioneer

Office: 309-647-7777
CELL: 309-338-3711

office@gotogorsuch.com

195 S. DUTCHLAND ESTATES
HAVANA, IL 62644- $127,400

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath on over 4 Acres, 
Large Eat In Kitchen, HVAC, Heat Pump 
& Main Floor Laundry. New Siding 2018, 

Full Basement, 2 Detached Garages

10201 WHEELER RD
MAPLETON, IL- $559,000

98 Acres with a 2 Bedroom Ranch Home, 
2 Car Attached Garage, Full Basement, 
12x16 Shed and 40x60 Metal Building

16488 E CR 1800
HAVANA, IL 62644- $144,900

11 Plus Acres with Ranch Home, 4 Bedroom, 
2.5 Baths, Single Family Home, Once was a 

Duplex, Full Basement, 24x36 Garage, 
14x26 1 Car Garage, 22x19 Carport

BEAR SCHOOL ROAD
FARMINGTON, IL 61531- $705,000
What a Recreational Piece of Property, 

Approx. 195 Acres with 30 Acres of Water, 
Property has Water, Woods & Grass, 

Good Hunting and Fishing

Come see what Oak Run in Dahinda, IL
has to offer!

124 Lakeside 
Lakefront, 5BR/3BA

$425,000

296 Longshore 
Lakefront, 3BR/2.5BA

$395,000

131 Lakeside
Beautiful 3BR/3.5BA

$345,000

8075 Oak Run Dr. North
Lakefront, 4BR/3BA

$385,000

8061 N. Oak Run Drive
Lakefront, 3BR/3BA

$381,000

85 Walnut Court
Lakefront, 4BR/2BA

$320,000

200 North Shore
3BR/2BA, corner lot

$209,900

349 Rustic Oak
2BR, lake view

$199,900

1538 S. Lakeview
Stepsaver 3BR/2BA

$185,000

1129 Lakeview Rd South
3BR/2BA cottage

$159,900

1041 N. Lakeview
Lakeview, 4BR/2BA

$184,900 There’s Lots To 
See at Oak Run!
Lake front, lake
view, wooded or
recreational lots

available. 
Call us today!

Cramer 7-19 1-4pg.qxp_Layout 1  6/18/19  10:46 AM  Page 1

her tail a little more. The day finally 
came when she began to drag her 
back legs as she slowly made her way 
around our yard, never complaining, 
and never giving up. I learned a 
lifelong lesson from Sandy-to never 
complain, and to never give up.

 She was eventually able to go 
with us on our walks and could even 
run again after a fashion. Always had 
a hitch in her giddy-up, though.
 In sharp contrast to a scrappy 
country dog, meet Baxter, a scrappy 
city dog.
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See our website for 
all the details to all of our 

upcoming auctions
www.schmidgallauctions.com

SATURDAY JULY 13TH @ 9:00AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES 

& COLLECTIBLES & TOOLS

SATURDAY JULY 27TH AT 9:00AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES 

& COLLECTIBLES & TOOLS

SATURDAY AUGUST 10TH AT 9:00AM
HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES 

& COLLECTIBLES & TOOLS

  Mr. B, fresh from the groomers, 
is ready for his next business meeting. 
This gentleman is as fastidious in his 
ways as his snappy tie suggests. He 
waits patiently for his paws to be 
cleaned after each walk. My husband 
doesn’t even do that! 
 And this is Rozwell, another city 
dweller. Why is Roz smiling?  She 

just had her manicure! Nothing but 
“grain free, salmon #1 ingredient” 
dog food for her, plus a ridiculous 
array of treats. 

     City slicker or country hayseed, 
our dogs are more than our best 
friends, they are family.

IDNR ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR BOAT ACCESS AREA 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) today announced applications 
will be accepted for grants through the 
Boat Access Area Development grant 
program beginning on July 1, 2019. 
 The Boat Access program is a 
state-financed grant program that 
provides funding assistance to local 
government agencies for acquisition 
and/or development of land for 
public boat and canoe access areas in 
Illinois. This program can provide up 
to 100 percent reimbursement funding 
assistance on approved 
development project costs 
and 90 percent reimbursement 
on land acquisition costs. 
The local agency must 
demonstrate and possess the 
ability to finance the costs of 
an approved project prior to 
receipt of grant funds. This 
program is funded through a 

percentage of the state’s marine motor 
fuel tax and canoe registration fees.
 The program is managed by the 
IDNR. The application period will open 
July 1 and applications must be submitted 
to the IDNR by 5:00 p.m. on August 19, 
2019. The Notice of Funding Opportunity 
can be found at https://www.illinois.gov/
sites/gata/Pages/default.aspx. 
 Consult the IDNR website 
at https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/AEG/
Pages/Grant-Administration.aspx for 
more information or call the IDNR 
Grants main line at 217-782-7481.

2675 ALLENTOWN ROAD, 
PEKIN, IL 61554- $169,900

803 W. Pioneer Parkway • Peoria, IL 61615
Cell 309-657-8182

bmonge@maloofrealty.com
www.brianmonge.com

5 Bedroom • 2 Bath • Nearly 4 Acres
2,040 Sq. Ft. • Just on the edge of  Town
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WHAT’S IN YOUR TACKLE BOX?
By Brent Vonderheide
 In my last article I mentioned how 
a lure box can add value, plus a lot 
more eye appeal to your collection. 
The Al Foss pork rind minnow is a 
perfect example of this.

 Al Foss first started producing 
his line of metal lures around 1915 in 
Cleveland Ohio. As cool as his lures 
were, the metal boxes that Al Foss 
offered for his baits were even more 

astounding! Painted red, green, blue, 
or orange with a large mouth bass 
leaping out of the water and hitting 
one of Foss’s pork rind minnows.
    Al Foss was ingenious by producing 
a metal and plastic lure that would last 
forever, but the fisherman had to keep 
returning to purchase the pork rinds 
that would be attached to the bait. 
As always Al made a very attractive 
metal box for his pork rinds as well. 

 The Al Foss pork rind minnow 
boxes were first produced using a 
hinged lid and they came in red, 
blue, green, and orange colors. Later 

they removed the hinge and just 
made it a two-piece metal box. The 
earlier hinged versions were stamped 
on the lid (MADE BY AL FOSS 
CLEVELAND OHIO).  Later on, in 
the 1930’s the American fork & hoe 
company purchased all the rights to 
the Al Foss baits. At this time, they 
removed the Al Foss brand from 
the lid and replaced it with THE 
AMERICAN FORK & HOE CO. 
CLEVELAND OHIO. The AL FOSS 
pork rind minnows came in about 10 
different models, probably the best 
know models are the oriental wigglers.

 The American fork and hoe 

company sold their whole line of 
fishing tackle under the name TRUE 
TEMPER, this will include all their 
rods, reels, tackle boxes, hooks, lines 
and other lures they already had in 
their stable. True Temper also at this 
time did away with the metal boxes 
and went to 2pc cardboard boxes to 
help cut production costs. 

 This next lure is called the 
WALTON FEATHER TAIL, it 
is a product of the Heddon Bait 
manufacturing company based out 
of Dowigiac Michigan Heddon first 
offered the #40 Walton Feather Tail 
in their 1924 catalog. (insert photo 
6 here) They only offered this bait in 
4 different colors. I have to believe 
that James Heddon named this bass 
lure out of honor for Izaac Walton, a 
world-renowned angler and possibly 

FRIDAY EVE., JULY 19, 2019 AT 5:00 P.M.
Sale to be held at The Abagail

1520 E. South Street •Clinton, Illinois 61727

DeWitt County, Illinois

SULLIVAN AUCTIONEERS, LLC TOLL FREE (844) 847-2161
www.sullivanauctioneers.com • Lic. #444000107 • Email sold@sullivanauctioneers.com

ELIZABETH O. LYNN ESTATE
REPRESENTING ATTORNEY: KEVIN N. MCDERMOTT

109 S. 7TH STREET  |  SPRINGFIELD, IL 62701
PH: (217) 753-4070

KEVIN N. MCDERMOTT - ADMINISTRATOR

19.1
ACRES±

Selling in
1 TRACT

Located in Section 28,
T20N•R3E, Harp Township,

DeWitt County, IL

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
CONTACT KEVIN HAAS AT (309) 264-7767

u SECLUDED PROPERTY W/
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS OF

CLINTON LAKE!
u ROLLING MEADOWS!

u LARGE MATURE HARDWOODS
& EVERGREENS!
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the very first environmentalist during 
the 1600’s. In 1922, just two years 
prior of the feathertail there was an 
organization started up in the northern 
midwest region named the IZAAC 
WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA. 
This group loved their fishing and all of 
what nature has to offer. IZAAC walton 
also wrote the very famous novel THE 
COMPLETE ANGLER in 1963.
 This small 3” 1 1/2 oz wood 
bodied lure came with glass eyes and 
a metal front spinner blade stamped 
Heddon Dowigiac in script. 

 This small bait was only offered 
in 4 different standard colors, with a 
hair and feathered tail to complement 
each of the different models #’s. The 
four models are as follows #42 is red 
and white with a white tail, the #49g 
is black with an orange tail, the #49m 
is a pikie scale color with green and 
yellow tail, the #49 p is a shiner scale 
with a gray tail. 

 This lure has a wood body with 
a single belly weight and upward 
forward facing tail hook.
 The feathertail can be found with 
two different 
styles of hook 
hardware. 
 T h e 
W a l t o n 
Fea the r t a i l 
was a very 
shor t - l ived 
p roduc t i on 
lure for the 
Heddon Bait 
company, offering it in their catalogs 
for only 3 years 1923-1926. This lure 
came in a nice 2-piece cardboard box, 
with a leaping bass depicted on the lid.

 The feathertail is not a common 
lure to find out in the collecting field, 
any collector finding one should 
consider their self very fortunate.
 I hope you have found this article 
helpful and entertaining. As always if 
you have any questions or comments 
please feel free to contact me Brent 
Vonderheide or text at 217-690-8290 or 
email me at brent.traps@gmail.com let’s 
keep our fishing history alive and well!

Specializing in Rural Properties
with over 40 years of experience!

Call Me for All of Your Real Estate Needs

JOHN GINDER
3622 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61603

Cell 309-696-7270
Office 309-687-4802

Each office independently owned and operated
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Jim Barrack and Rocky with 
a nice bass caught at Irish Acres. 

Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with 
RE/MAX Traders Unlimited 

Commercial for this great photo. 
Call Mike for all of your 

commercial needs 309-635-8901

LEE GAULE 
AUCTION CENTER
SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2019 AT 10:00A.M.
5040 Gaule Road, Springfield, Illinois. Watch for auction signs day of auction.

We will run 1 auction. We will be starting on guns followed by ammo, knives & etc.  
Announcements made day of auction take precedence over all printed matter. 
Cash, check or charge card with 5% Fee. Your attendance will be appreciated. 

To view pictures go to www.lukeleegaule.com

LUKE LEE GAULE/DAVID LEE GAULE: AUCTIONEERS
Phone 217-523-7272 or cell 217-741-2717

APPROXIMATELY 80 GUNS, AMMO, 
INDIAN POINTS AND SMALLS

GUNS: Colts, S & W,  Hi-Standard, Winchesters, Remington, Mossberg, Blk Powder, 
AP1-Pohrump, Baby Hammer, Baikal, Marlin, Henry, Browning, Beretta, Sig 

Sauer, Thompson Center Arms, Savage, Stoger, Lever Arms, Butler, Crossman & Daisy. 
AMMO: Boxes of 410ga, 10ga, 12ga, 20ga, 22cal, 22mag, 17cal, 38SPcal, 45LC, 

9mm, 30-06cal, 300cal & 270cal, Indian points 15 in frames, Knife collection, 
15 more Swords & Smalls. More yet to be picked up and unpacked.
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 Coyote hunting doesn’t have to 
take a back seat in summer, but it 
does require a modification of hunting 
strategies. Try these proven tips to put 
more fur on the dirt this summer.
 Coyote hunting doesn’t have 
to take a back seat in summer, but 
it does require a modification of 
hunting strategies.
 These are the same coyotes you 
hunted with frost on the pumpkin, 
but a changing landscape and 
differing lifestyle duties require 
you to plan accordingly during the 
sunscreen season. 

Query Landowners
 Farmers and ranchers know their 
properties intimately year-round, but 
by the kickoff to summer they have 
visited most nooks of their deeded 
parcels. Planting, calving, fencing, 
roundups and other activities give 
them that firsthand look.
 During this scrutiny it’s likely 
they’ve spied the rambunctious 
activity of a coyote den or two 
on their property. If you want a 
jumpstart to summer success query 
a landowner if they know of any den 
sites. These immediately become 
location No. 1 to target.
 Any guarded adult in the nearby 
vicinity of a den will be spurred to 
visit your calls, particularly a coyote 
vocalization. Talk to your landowner 
contact first.

Glass Openings, Dawn and Dusk
 If you’re looking for a new 
area to hunt or have the landowner 
coordinates to a coyote neighborhood, 
visit the area at dawn and dusk. You 
have two missions and both begin 
with long-range surveillance
 First, scan for coyote movement. 
Although your landowner contact 
may be reliable, it’s always a 
smart move to confirm density and 
oftentimes coyotes repeat patterns 
like other animals. If you see one in a 
field one day it’s likely they’ll be there 

again on another day in the future. 
Listen and note any howls that may 
occur. Parenting coyotes sometimes 
keep quiet to avoid having visitors, 
but as pups grow everyone begins to 
test their lungs.
 Second, use your binocular to 
glass from afar to study the playing 
field. Note predominant winds 
during these periods and look for 
topography to accentuate your 
set without intruding too far, and 
alerting your quarry. A good hunting 
app can help you discern distant high 
spots and maybe what lies behind a 
hill where the landowner noted a 
den location.

Hunt Mornings
 Load up the 
shooting iron and 
get ready to hunt. 
Mornings prompt 
coyote activity 
as they tend to be 
the coolest period 
of a summer day. 
Temperatures dip 
to their lowest and 
dew also helps 
provide a cooling 
effect across 
the landscape. 
Animals will 
be more active, 
including coyotes.
 If you can’t 
hunt mornings 
an early evening 
hunt also provides 
opportunity. This 
period of the 
summer day tends 
to be hotter. Keep 
this in mind as a 
coyote preparing 
for an evening 
hunt may leave 
its shady hideout 
and head directly 
to a water source 
to hydrate after a 

By Mark Kayser

LINE-X IS MUCH MORE THAN A BEDLINER 
We strive to make an emotional 

connection between consumers and the 
LINE-X brand itself. Consumer awareness 
of our extensive capabilities is crucial in 

establishing this connection. 
The four distinct product categories are: 

BEDLINERS LINE-X bedliners provide 
unmatched protection, and customization, 

for a truck bed.  
All LINE-X bedliners are backed with a 

Nationwide Lifetime Warranty.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS LINE-X
Business Hours

Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:00pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

5619 N. Galena Rd. • Peoria Heights, IL 61616

P: (309) 633-1380 • F: (309) 633-1385

• LAWN & GARDEN SHEDS
• PORTABLE GARAGES
• PORTABLE CABINS
• PORTABLE STORAGE SHEDS

Affordable Auto Repair .........................................................Bartonville, IL ...........309-642-6776
Affordable Homes & Buildings ...........................................Bloomington, IL ........309-808-6834
Carnes Trailer World .............................................................Pittsfield, IL ...............217-242-0180
Diamond Dave’s .....................................................................Cottage Hills, IL ........618-258-7999
Diamond Dave’s .....................................................................Greenfield, IL ............618-258-7999
Home Town Mowers Plus ....................................................Springfield, IL ...........217-670-1582
Jerry & Sons Towing .............................................................Central City, IL ..........618-532-2052
Morgan’s Storage ..................................................................Marshall, IL ...............217-826-5885
Needmore Store LLC .............................................................Louisville, IL .............618-308-2886
R.P. Lumber Co. Carlinville ...................................................Carlinville, IL ............217-854-4702
R.P. Lumber Co. Jacksonsonville ........................................Jacksonville, IL ........217-245-5511
R.P. Lumber Co. Litchfield .....................................................Litchfield, IL ..............217-324-2016
Ray Justice .............................................................................Decatur, IL .................217-412-1552
Shed Solutions .......................................................................Princeton, IN ............618-294-9494

Free Delivery Within 50 Miles from Point of Purchase
Visit us online at: www.diamondbuildingsllc.com

or Call One Of Our Authorized Dealers Nearest You!

BUILDINGS TO MEET YOUR STORAGE NEEDS!

Summer scouting can help with morning hunts, which might be 
the best opportunity thanks to relatively cooler temperatures and 

coyotes being on the hunt for food. (Photo: Mark Kayser)
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22313 N.Hardscrabble Rd.
Sparland, IL - $225,000

Attention HUNTERS!! This piece of property has 
SO MUCH to offer you will not believe it!! 40 acres 
of anything you would ever want!! Build your 
dream home on part of the property and spend 
the rest of your time enjoying the land! Great 
build-able lots, with a well on the property, and 
2 outbuildings for storing all of your equipment. 
Wonderful deer and turkey population - perfect for 
the avid hunter! Don’t miss your chance to own 
your dream piece of property!

S. Lighbody Rd. - Glasford, IL 61533
$189,900

Attention Hunters! 32 acres with 9 acres of tillable 
ground ( 10 year average on corn 168 bushels/acre 
& 10 year average on beans 47 bushels/acre) You 
do not want to miss this prime piece of land that fea-
tures a large lake - great for fishing, lots of timber 
wonderful for mushroom hunting with turkey & deer 
and much more! This property is in the jurisdiction 
of Kingston Mines Zoning & Planning, Peoria County 
requirements do not apply.

Lots at Remmert Farms
Lot 2 - $95,900 / Lot 6 - $97,900

5.01 AC lot lake front lot. Centrally located between 
Peoria and Bloomington. The Lakes of Remmert 
Farms offers beautiful, rolling lots that surround 
approx. a 6.5-acre stocked lake and a 1.5 acre 
stocked pond. Many of the lots are conducive to 
walkout foundations. Large outbuildings allowed, 
and horses are allowed. Common well. Gravel road 
to be paved at time of occupancy.  Lots 2 & 6

RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
2507 N. Main St. - East Peoria, IL 61611

Office: 309-657-6787 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

25925 Iron Mountain Rd.
Tremont, IL - $925,000 

DO NOT MISS this rare offering where river views, 
open space and a classic style meet! This estate is 
in a private, gated property! Over 4000 sq. ft. luxury 
Wagenbach building home features a large LR w/ 
an unrivaled guest room w/ 2-story stone fp, large 
gourmet kit, 3 BR suites, exercise/multi-purpose rm, & 
finished bsmt. The 4-car att garage has epoxied flring, 
insulated & metal siding, oversized 16 ft door – perfect 
for RV parking – equipped with a 220 outlet. Outdoor 
living ares include a gorgeous outdoor kit, covered 
eating area, brick fire pit, & water feature – all over 
looking the Mackinaw River. This is perfect for both 
intimate gatherings or grand entertaining. Multiple 
outbuildings include: stalls for livestock, paddocks, 
large pasture areas, 2 grain bins, hay mount, wood 
fencing along with electric fencing, & plenty of water 
hydrants. Another bonus to the property is the 1- Bed 
guest house or hunting cabin! Walnut Grove INCLUDED 
- great source of future income!

long day of panting.
 Any call will work in summer 
as coyotes are busy feeding young 
and those youngsters are slowly 
being left to fend for themselves. 
Plus, as noted earlier, vocalizations 
spur adults and adolescents alike to 
investigate intruders. 

Hunt Hayfields
 In addition to heat you also have 
one other huge hindrance: vegetation.
 An average whitetail measures 
approximately 3 feet at the shoulder 
whereas a coyote is a full foot or more 
shorter. In most cases you’ll be hunting 
in areas where vegetation completely 
cloaks a coyote while deer heads will 
be peeking over the top.
 Fortunately, hay farming takes 
place throughout the summer and 
coyotes understand the importance 
of a good hayfield. The cutting 
of hay reduces cover and coyotes 
of all ages have an easier time 
locating rodents living in the once-
dense, setting. Plus, occasionally 
hay equipment kills unlucky fawns 
and other game hiding in fear as 

machinery approaches. This meal 
opportunity attracts coyotes and 
you’ll have better chances to spot 
visiting coyotes in the clean field.

Hunt Pastures
 Some areas simply don’t have 
hay farming nearby, but they may 
have cattle grazing. Hungry cows 
produce a similar effect. They 
trim a pasture and this creates less 
vegetation so you can see local 
coyotes better.
 There is another bonus. Coyotes 
love to hang around livestock. 
Whether they are hoping for a 
bovine to experience a sudden heart 
attack or they simply enjoy the 
company is up for debate, but you’ll 
often discover coyotes living near a 
livestock herd.
 Summer coyote hunting is 
basically the same as hunting them 
in fall and winter. You just need 
to adjust your game plan and visit 
a different playing field to enjoy 
sunscreen success. 

www.grandviewoutdoors.com

IDNR ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR OSLAD AND LWCF GRANT 
PROGRAMS

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
today announced applications will be 
accepted for grants through the Open 
Space Land Acquisition and Development 
(OSLAD) and the federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant programs 
beginning July 1, 2019. 
 The OSLAD program is a 
state-financed grant program that 
provides funding assistance to local 
government agencies for acquisition 
and/or development of land for public 
outdoor recreation areas. OSLAD is 
a matching program that provides an 
advance payment (for development 
projects only) that is 50 percent of the 
grant award amount shortly after the 
grant agreement is executed. The local 
agency must demonstrate and possess 
the ability to finance the remaining costs 
of an approved project prior to receipt 
of remaining grant funds. This program 
is funded through a percentage of the 
state’s Real Estate Transfer Tax. 

 The LWCF is a program that utilizes 
federal dollars to acquire land to be used 
for outdoor recreation.   This program 
provides up to 50 percent of the certified 
market value of property acquired to 
be developed into outdoor recreation 
areas. No advance payment is allowed 
on acquisition projects. LWCF is funded 
nationally by revenue from offshore oil 
and gas leases. 
 Both programs are managed by the 
IDNR with concurrent application due 
dates, equal grant maximums and similar 
general rules. 
 The application period will open July 
1 and applications must be submitted to 
the IDNR by 5:00 p.m. August 19, 2019. 
The Notice of Funding Opportunity can 
be found at https://www.illinois.gov/
sites/gata/Pages/default.aspx. 
 Consult the IDNR website at https://
www.dnr.i l l inois.gov/AEG/Pages/
Grant-Administration.aspx for more 
information or call the IDNR Grants 
main line at 217-782-7481.
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BRENNON MCCORD OF WEST FRANKFORT ILLINOIS 
WINS THE T-H MARINE BASS FISHING LEAGUE 
(BFL) ALL-AMERICAN ON THE POTOMAC RIVER
MCCORD MOUNTS ALL-AMERICAN COMEBACK

Michaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

500 WESTWOOD BOULEVARD, CANTON, IL 61520
MLS# 1202542- $459,000

CUSTOM 4 BEDROOM HOME ON TWO LOTS WITH IN GROUND POOL. HOME HAS 
A NEW ROOF THIS YEAR. 4 FULL BATHS, 2- 1/2 BATHROOMS. WALK-IN TO A LARGE 

FOYER WITH OPEN STAIRCASE . LIVING ROOM HAS A FIREPLACE. LARGE KITCHEN AND 
DINING AREA WITH BREAKFAST BAR. ALSO LARGE PANTRY. THE OFFICE OR STUDY 

COULD BE A FORMAL DINING ROOM. MASTER BEDROOM HAS A FIREPLACE , JACUZZI 
AND FULL BATH. WALK-IN CLOSETS. BASEMENT IS COMPLETELY FINISHED WITH 

FAMILY ROOM,REC ROOM AND LARGE EXERCISE ROOM. PATIO DOORS TO IN GROUND 
POOL AND SHED FOR POOL EQUIPMENT. FENCED BACK YARD. YARD IS COMPLETELY 

LANDSCAPED. HOERR’S PUT WATER IRRIGATION IN AREA IN THIS YARD ALSO.

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff

217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

Colchester Township
McDonough 
County, IL
176± acres

Deer and Turkey 
hunting

Timber and 
tillable acres

Forest City Twp
Mason County, IL

40± acres
Tillable

Forest City Twp., 
Mason Co., IL, 

300± acres
Tillable, CRP 
and Timber

Deer Hunting

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

SOLD

By Jody White
 The first two days of the T-H 
Marine Bass Fishing League (BFL) 
All-American on the Potomac River 
were all about Joseph Thompson, but 
Brennon McCord of West Frankfort 
Illinois mounted a furious comeback 
on the final day to overtake the 
Pennsylvania boater and earn a 
$100,000 check and a berth in the 
2019 FLW Cup and the 2019 Costa 
FLW Series Championship. 
 After putting together bags of 
13-11 and 15-3, respectively, on the 
first two days of the tournament, 
which was presented by General Tire, 
McCord brought a limit of 16-3 to the 
weigh-in stage on day three to win the 
All-American at just 22 years old. 

 “It means a lot,” says McCord of 
the win. “I’ve grown up listening to 
my dad and my grandpa talk about 
this tournament – how they always 
wanted to make it here and never 
did. My dad fell short a couple times 
making it, so it’s an amazing feeling 
to win.”
 In five years of fishing the Illini 
Division as a boater, McCord has 
banked four top-10 finishes. Add in 
his third-place finish in the Regional 
on Lake Chickamauga last fall, and 
he’s got a serious resume pretty early 
in his career. When asked about his 
aspirations to take it to the next level, 
McCord admits he’s thinking about it. 
 “It’s always been a dream of 

mine,” says 
McCord of a 
potential pro 
career. “My 
dad started me 
fishing, and I 
won my first 
t o u r n a m e n t 
with him 
when I was 
8 years old, but I’ve never had the 
opportunity. I’m not the richest folk, 
but if everything lined up right I’d 
love to try.” 
 With $100,000 in winnings and 
a spot in the FLW Cup and the Costa 
FLW Series Championship coming 
up, McCord might be well positioned 

to give it a go. 
 Though the top 10 anglers spread 
out all around the river, from Aquia to 
Washington, D.C., McCord elected to 
stay right in Mattawoman Creek.
 “I found my main spot in practice, 
and I’ve done a bunch of research, 
and mainly the bigger fish come out 
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3622 N. Knoxville Ave, Peoria, IL 61603
Each office independently owned and operated.

Susie McMillen
REALTOR®

C: (309) 338-2900
susiemcmillen@yahoo.com

SusieMcMillen.com

15398 KENABECK TRAIL
CUBA, IL 61427 - $495,000

25641 N. ORCHARD ROAD 
CANTON, IL 61520 - $110,000

LOT 24 ROSEWOOD
CANTON, IL 61520 - $30,000

3235 W. WESTPORT
PEORIA, IL 61615 - $224,900

Mike O’Bryan
(309) 635-8901

Knox Road 1400E, 
Maquon, IL
235 Acres +

Ideal income and 
recreational property!

2 + Miles of Spoon River
frontage

160 + acres tillable.
Income from Tenant

farmer.
Farm has been tiled!

3622 N. Knoxville
Peoria, IL 61603 The Most Marketing for Your Property!

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

O-Bryan_April 19_ASO.qxp_Layout 1  3/19/19  10:11 AM  Page 1

124 Lakeside, Dahinda, IL 
Wonderful modified Terrace A-frame home sitting on
nearly 200' lake front with gorgeous view of lake, 3+ car
detached garage with 30' depth. Very nice 3 season room.
Large walk around deck on main level with patio below.
Dock with slide, 2 woodburning fireplace/stoves. Master
bath with walk-in closets, skylights throughout. 
Geo-thermal heating and cooling. Plus much more!
$425,000.
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of Mattawoman,” says McCord. “So, 
I just picked this area apart to try to 
find a sweet spot.”
 As it turned out, McCord found 
more than one sweet spot. On day 
one, he did most of his damage way 
in the back of the creek on a small 
patch of milfoil in 5 feet of water 
that was barely the size of a boat. 
On day two, McCord tapped some 
typical Potomac grass behind an 
island in Mattawoman. On day three, 
his spots from the first two days each 
produced, but he added something 
special in as well. 
 Fishing some pads adjacent to 
deeper water further back in the creek, 
McCord put three big ones in the boat 
in short order. 
 “I haven’t caught a fish out of the 
pads in the tournament until today, 
until I pulled back into that pocket,” 
McCord admits. “I couldn’t catch 
them out of the pads that were laid 
over; I was catching them out of the 
pads that were standing, with shade 
on them. I’d skip my ChatterBait into 
the pads, and every bite I got, as soon 
as I’d skip it in there I’d click my reel 
and they’d be on.
 “I think I just timed it right with 
the tide. It had the baitfish pushed up 
in the pads, and they were eating.” 
 For baits, McCord leaned hard 
on a 3/8-ounce Z-Man ChatterBait 
Jack Hammer in spot remover 
and black and blue. He trailered it 
with either a Strike King Rage Tail 
Menace Grubor a Zoom Z-Hog Jr. 
matched to the skirt. McCord also 
flipped a blacklight-colored Reaction 
Innovations Sweet Beaver on a 
5/16-ounce weight and mixed in a 
wacky rig a bit as well. 
 If any of it hadn’t worked, be it 

the grass, the sneaky milfoil patch 
or the pads, McCord may not have 
won, but everything clicked on that 
final day.
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40 X 60 outbuilding & 3/4 acre stocked pond! 15.4 acres currently zoned CRP ground 
(Conservation Resource Program).

IMMACULATE 3 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom on 20.89 acres! Nice open floorplan with cathedral ceiling in 
great room. Split bedroom design with main floor laundry. 9 ft. ceilings throughout and 

full walk-out basement potential! 

397 Prosperity Way, Metamora, IL

20.890 Acres
$489,900
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NAPIER OUTDOOOR- BACKROADZ 
TRUCK TENT AND SUV TENT
BACKROADZ TRUCK TENT
Napier Outdoors is excited to unveil 
a fresh new look for the Backroadz 
Truck Tent! Launching spring 2019, the 
Backroadz Truck Tent will feature earth 
tones of green and grey and storm flaps 
built into the windows for privacy and 
additional weather protection. Change 
is hard, but the new color scheme and 
functional improvements make the 
redesigned Backroadz Truck Tent a 
welcome addition to the Napier line.
 Don’t fear the setup fight; Napier 
tents make camping a breeze with 
color-coded poles and a lightweight 
carrying bag for storage. An internal 
gear loft and built-in lantern holder keep 
you organized and ready to explore. 
An entrance and two large windows 
offer ventilation, breathtaking views, 
and a blissful night’s sleep in the great 
outdoors! Equipped with a built-in floor, 
full rainfly, and NEW storm flaps in the 
windows and door, the Backroadz Truck 
Tent is designed to keep you warmer and 
drier, while seamlessly installed in the 

back of your open-bed pickup truck.
 With every Backroadz Tent 
purchased, a tree is planted through 
Napier’s charitable partner, Trees 
for the Future. Trees for the Future 
helps communities around the world 

plant trees through seed distribution, 
agro-forestry training, and in-country 
technical assistance.
 Napier Truck Tents are perfect for 
fishing, hunting, tailgating, off-roading, 
and family camping trips - create the 

ultimate camping oasis wherever your 
vehicle may take you.

BACKROADZ SUV TENT
 Napier Outdoors is excited to unveil 
a fresh new look for the Backroadz SUV 

Backroadz Truck Tent- with rainfly Backroadz Truck Tent- Inside

TREMENDOUS 
FIREARM AUCTION

SATURDAY, AUG. 10, 2019 AT 9AM
Auction held at 39637 260th Ave. – JDL Bldg. 2, Pittsfield, IL 

WWW.CURLESSAUCTION.COM • 217-242-1665 
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309.687.4862

M
ICHELLELARGENT.CO

M

NEW PRICE

7704 W. Thorngate Drive | Mapleton
Lakefront Home | 1.46 Acres

4 Stall Garage | $399,900

\

1214 Hickory Grove Road | Lacon
Sprawling Ranch | 7.5 Acres

Pole Barn & Extra Garage | $319,900

366 Whispering Oaks Dr. | Groveland
Peaceful Wooded Setting | Lake Rights
Numerous Improvements | $159,900

219 S. Eden Road | Hanna City
Charm of Yesteryear | 1.5 Acres

Garage Space for 6 Cars | $217,500

View Our Entire Home Collection 
at MichelleLargent.com

NEW

3% BUYER INCENTIVENEW 
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Tent! The Backroadz SUV Tent Model 
19100 features earth tones of green and 
grey, and storm flaps built into the windows 
and door for privacy and additional 
weather protection. The Backroadz SUV 
Tent Model 19100 secures to the cargo 
area of your vehicle, allowing for easy 
access, extra storage and ultimate comfort. 
The universal sleeve fits around most 
SUV’s, CUV’s, and minivan’s, providing 
the utmost versatility and flexibility that 
camping can offer.
 The tent comes with a durable rainfly 
to keep you dry and protected through 

stormy weather. The large entrance 
and three mesh windows offer optimal 
ventilation and quick access to nature. 
This spacious 10’ x 10’ tent offers over 
7’ of headroom and easily accommodates 
sleeping space for up to five adults. Setup 
is a breeze with shock-corded fiberglass 
poles and an adjustable vehicle sleeve to 
ensure a perfect fit.
 Our tent easily packs into a lightweight 
carrying bag, ready to go wherever your 
vehicle may take you! Napier SUV Tents 
are perfect for fishing, hunting, tailgating, 
off-roading and family camping trips. 

Join those who have already discovered 
how Napier SUV Tents offer convenience 
and flexibility for all of their outdoor 
adventures.
 With every Backroadz Tent purchase, 
Napier Outdoors will plant a tree through 
our charitable partner, Trees for the Future. 
Trees for the Future helps communities 
around the world plant trees through seed 
distribution, agro-forestry training and in-
country technical assistance.

NAPIER OUTDOORS
 Napier is the world’s largest 

Backroadz SUV Tent- with rainfly Backroadz SUV Tent- Inside
developer and distributor of Vehicle 
Camping Tents. Since 1990, Napier 
has been changing the way people 
view camping, by reshaping and 
merging the automotive and outdoor 
industries together. Napier was the first 
to revolutionize the camping industry 
with innovative and exciting vehicle 
tent concepts. Napier distributes 
vehicle camping tents to automotive 
manufacturers and retailers across North 
America, Europe, and Australia. Napier 
vehicle tents are the number one selling 
truck and SUV tents in the world!

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist
Office: 888-311- LAND (5263)

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

Schuyler County, IL 
Hunting Property, w/
Amazing Lodge and 
Income- 114 Acres 

$624,900

Schuyler County, IL 
187 Acres of Prime 
Hunting Property

$364,463

Sangamon County, IL 
169+- Acres River 

Front Hunting
$450,000

Hancock County, IL 
170 Acres Tillable 

with Great Hunting 
$935,000

NEW PROPERTY ON THE MARKET! 126 Acres in Union County with a Custom 
Executive Home- $2,197,250 (pictures coming soon- visit legacylandco.com)
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HUNTING WITH 
HOTT SCENTS

PinkOutdoors.comPinkOutdoors.com

by Keli Van Cleave
 Close to 20 years ago, scent free 
clothing became the new rage. The 
idea is that your hunting clothes 
will absorb all of your human scent. 
Laboratory testing shows that these 
products are effective at trapping 
human odors. However, tests have been 
performed using K-9 police canine and 
most have highly sensitive noses which 
are not easily fooled. Whether or not 
scent free clothing are practical for you 
may depend on your hunting style. If 
you are hunting from a tree stand, these 
probably will work just fine for a good 
scent control. If you plan to hunt elk in 
archery season using the spot and stalk 
method, these clothes may be to hot 
and not be the complete answer. 
 Scent eliminating sprays won’t 
eliminate all human odor, but the can 

do a good job of reducing your scent on 
the market. I spray my hunting clothes 
after I have washed them in scent free 
soap with HOTT Scents Pine Cover 
Scent. I keep them in a sealed bag 
until I am ready to put them on. I keep 
the remainder of my bottle in my pack 
to freshen them up. I’ve found this 
scent to be the closet to our woods 
aroma as the pine tree is a natural 
tree that most big game finds cover in 
here in Wyoming. HOTT Scents has 
Juniper and Earth scents that are also 
great to use if you don’t prefer pine. 
Cover scents can be highly effective 
in masking our human scent when 
hunting if they are used appropriately.
 It’s time to get into the woods and 
look for big game. We have purchased 
the Elk Cow real urine stick to take 

with us while entering the woods. We 
can dial up this creative bottle while 
we are walking the forest and still 
be able to take it home in the same 
container. A great cover scent to have 
with us at all times.
 The best part of this great 
company is their customer service. 
HOTT Scents is your go to hunting 
scents and scent elimination for Elk, 
Mule Deer and Whitetail. 

www.hottscents.com

HOTT Scent Pine

HOTT Elk Cow ScentHappy 4th MWG!

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

SATURDAY AUGUST 3RD 
AT 9:00AM

LOCATION: OKAWVILLE COMMUNITY CLUB BUILDING
511 SOUTH HANOVER STREET, OKAWVILLE, IL 62271

ILLINOIS RIVER DECOYS
ANTIQUE FURNITURE • OLD FARM PRIMITIVES

TOOLS, HOUSEHOLDS AND 
TOO MANY MISC TO MENTION.

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 
ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE AUCTION SERVICE 
618-559-5082 OR EMAIL JOHEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM
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W W W . E X C E L B O A T S . C O M

W�ks H�d

Plays H�d

Suzuki's powerful, quiet and fuel efficient 
4-strokes give boaters the performance 
and reliability they demand.
www.suzukimarine.com

Wide, deep, tough, fast and versatile. The spacious 102” beam and deep 27” sides 
allows you to fish bigger waters and provides a wide and stable platform for fishing 
multiple species. Cats, bass, crappie, salmon, stripers... you name it. Thick .160 
aluminum stands up to a lifetime of fishing. The Excelleration™ Pad Hull runs 
smooth and extremely fast. A full-height and sealed walk-through windshield 
protects from the elements and extends your fishing season.

Two tone paint in Spitfire Orange & Bone plus other options shown | © Excel Boats |  (801) 352-8011
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & 
Custom Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS



WALNUT & WHITE OAK MARKETS 
ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH . . .

Do you own timber around 
  creeks and/or rivers?
    If you do, then you most likely     
         have WALNUT TREES!

WE ARE:
•  Buyers of standing      timber 

& cut logs.
•  Specializing in walnut          & 

white oak veneer.
• Select harvesters.

SERVICING ILLINOIS, 
IOWA AND MISSOURI!
Licensed, bonded & insured

3 GENERATIONS WITH 
28 YEARS OF EXPERTISE!

Kenin Edwards
CALL TODAY:309-360-6989
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com
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