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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

111 East Valley View Drive, Banner, IL 61520 • bannerharvest@gmail.com

Check out these great locations to pick you your 
Banner Harvest CBD Products:

Peoria, IL
George O Pasquel Co.

One World Café • Spirit of Peoria
Nena Ace Hardware

Naturally Yours Grocery 
Quick Stop Vape Shop

Essential Wellness Pharmacy
Other Locations:

Nena Hardware, Morton, IL

Nena Hardware, Germantown Hills, IL
Pet Palace, Metamora, IL

Chilli Liquors, Chillicothe, IL
The Hippie Life, Davenport, IA

Bayview Wellness LLC., Milwaukee, WI
Rudy’s Canna Connect, LLC., Dickson, TN
CBD Central Health and Wellness, Gallatin, TN

Laketime CBC Solutions, Livingston, TN
Cajun Cannabis, Lafayette, LA

FEATURED PRODUCTS: CBD OILS, LIP BALMS, 
MASSAGE OILS, AND BODY BUTTER

Phone: (708) 824-8515
www.bannerharvest.com

Free Shipping 

for purchases of 

$100 or more!

10% OFF 
with coupon code BH10off

3 Years Limited Warranty +  3 Years Limited Warranty +  
3 Years Extended Protection, 3 Years Extended Protection, 

No extra chargeNo extra charge..

SIX YEARS OF PROTECTIONSIX YEARS OF PROTECTION
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Instant Savings on select models when  Instant Savings on select models when  

you buy a new Suzuki Outboard.  you buy a new Suzuki Outboard.  
See your dealer for details.See your dealer for details.

INSTANT SAVINGSINSTANT SAVINGS

SAVE RIGHT NOW ON 
SELECT SUZUKI OUTBOARDS

INSTANT
SAVINGS

Rates as low as 5.99%  Rates as low as 5.99%  
on new Suzuki outboards on  on new Suzuki outboards on  

approved credit.* [60 Months]approved credit.* [60 Months]

REPOWER FINANCEREPOWER FINANCE

Gimme Six Extended Protection promotion applies to new Suzuki Outboard Motors from 25 to 350 HP in inventory which are sold and delivered to buyer between 01/01/21 and 03/31/21 in accordance with 
the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. The Gimme Six Promotion is available 
for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. Instant Savings applies to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki Outboard Motors made between 01/01/21 and 03/31/21. For list of designated models, 
see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. Instant Savings must be applied against the agreed-upon selling price of the outboard motor and reflected in the bill of sale. There are no model 
substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through 
Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and 
terms provided, are based on creditworthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ 
based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors purchased from a participating 
authorized Suzuki dealer between 01/01/21 and 03/31/21. “Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and 
read your owner’s manual. © 2021 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.
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Also Available in Pearl Nebular Black
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www.HarrisonsSportShop.com
15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Mon - Sat
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CALL MATT 
FOR ALL OF YOUR 

PROPERTY NEEDS!

WANT TO SELL? 

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 
IS ON FIREIS ON FIRE  

LISTINGS NEEDED

104 Acres with Cabin - Schuyler County
$379,600

48 Acres with Home - $829,000



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    

READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:
ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247
asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)
Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)
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HARRY CANTERBURY
309-360-0487 • asoharry@gmail.com

Ad Creation & Layout
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15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
Dan Olsen from Ely, MN with a 
beautiful Muskie caught during 
early Ice in late November on 

Wood Lake in Minnesota.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

 Well goodbye 2020. Here’s to the 
start of new and better year, 2021. After 
spending all spring and summer preparing 
food plots and getting the duck grounds 
ready for season, we were all excited 
about the 2020 season. 
 We have not had a particularly good 
deer season this year. As always, my goal 
for 2020 was to make sure that Ella was 
able to harvest a deer. The problem is 
with kids, you have to let them decide if 
they want to hunt or not. I do not want 
to be the dad that pushes their kid to the 
point they don’t enjoy going anymore. I 
have experienced this with others, and it 

doesn’t work out in the long run. If Ella 
decides she wants to sleep in, she sleeps 
in. If she gets cold in the stand, then we 
leave. She’s hungry? We will get her 
some food. Whatever it takes to make the 
hunting enjoyable and memorable. Ella 
and I spent many days in the stand trying 
to get the big boy to come out and play. 
Unfortunately, this year that didn’t even 
seem to ever happen. After several hunts 
of not seeing anything, it makes it hard 
to convince Ella there is a reason to go. 
If she just sees deer she will sit there for 
hours. However, if we don’t see anything 
in a few hours, I can see her anxiety and 
impatience rising steadily. That’s when I 
realize it’s time to head to the truck and 
go get some breakfast. 
 Having hunted several days during 
bow season I decided to give her a break 
for a weekend before shotgun season. I 
was so excited for shotgun weekend. With 
the orange army taking to the woods, it 
will surely get the deer on their feet. This is 
Ella’s	first-time	shotgun	hunting.	She	has	
never been big on guns but now that seems 
to be dissipating with her growing age. She 
enjoys shooting the guns with myself and 
her mom. After watching Leah handle the 
guns, she realized she was being afraid for 
no reason. So, after a few shots with the 
shotgun, she decided it was time to try her 
hand at shotgun season. Since I was 14 
years old, I have hunted this property and 
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WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, January 30 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, January 30 at 5:30pm
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CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

 2nd Shotgun Season

always had great success during shotgun. 
Until 4 years ago I didn’t have the time to 
bow hunt, so shotgun was all that I had. 
Luckily it never seemed to be an issue and 
for several years I tagged out on opening 
day or almost every year by Sunday. Back 
when I only shotgun hunted, I didn’t care 
about a trophy buck. I was there to put a 
little meat in the freezer and get some 
salami for family members. 
 One thing that has changed for me is 
trying	 to	find	 the	 trophy	buck.	We	plant	

the food plots and monitor everything 
with cameras to better help us pattern the 
deer and to learn their behaviors. Over the 
last four years I have watched numerous 
young bucks cross my path without ever 
thinking about pulling up to shoot. I have 
learned to enjoy watching the deer and 
learn their behavior rather than try to 
harvest	the	first	deer	I	see.		
	 The	 first	 shotgun	 season	 didn’t	
produce one deer on the land we hunt 
this year. It used to be there would 



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

be	 four	 or	 five	 deer	 hanging	 opening	
day. Granted, we don’t have the same 
amount of property we once had or the 
number of hunters, but to not have any 
deer	 harvested	 first	 weekend	 was	 quite	
the disappointment. I have been lucky 
the last couple of years and harvested 
mature bucks. This year I have not seen 
one mature deer during daylight hours. 
We have tried to manage our property to 
produce big deer, and everyone has been 
on board with this process. The one thing 
we don’t consider is all of the hours we 
put into these deer and you would like to 
have some reward during the season. 
After	first	 shotgun	season	 it	was	 time	 to	
take a break for a couple of weeks until 
next shotgun season. Usually between 
the two season I try to get a little duck 
hunting in before the freeze. After a few 
calls to friends to see who was interested, 
we were all set. Al, Craig, and I would 
give the duck hunting a go. Craig doesn’t 
deer hunt, so he is always spending time 
in the duck blind, and this year was no 
different. Last year Craig was able to 
harvest a few ducks each trip. I actually 
thought,	considering	how	the	 last	five	 to	
ten years has went at the club, that he had 
an outstanding year. We were hoping for 
the same this year, but we haven’t any 
good days up to this point. 
 As the morning sun began to make its 
way over the hill, Craig, Al, and I were 
telling stories, drinking coffee and just 
enjoying each other’s company. We really 
didn’t have any expectations. We just 

needed to get out of the deer stand and 
do something different. As the daylight 
continued to creep over the hill, we started 
to see a few birds. We could hear the 
woodies whistling and gadwalls talking 
over on the lake, so we thought we might 
get a few opportunities. Unfortunately, it 
was another day with absolutely no wind, 
but hey, it beats sitting around the house 
all	day.	As	the	first	half	hour	past	in	came	
a	small	group	of	gadwall.	As	the	fire	shot	
out of our barrels the ducks began to fall. 
Over the next few hours, we were able to 
scratch out a few ducks. We had a couple 
of woodies and six or so gadwalls in the 
blind, in fairly short order. Now we got 
a little excited thinking if we just hung 
out until noon or so, then we should 
be able to put a few more on the water. 
Unfortunately, that didn’t happen but it 
was nice sharing a blind with two of my 
favorite people. It doesn’t always have to 
be about the harvest. Most of the time it is 
spending	 some	quality	 time	with	 friends	
that can bring true joy. 
 After the decent duck hunt, we 
thought we would try it a few more times 
before it freezes. We were never able 
to repeat that day. As a matter of fact, I 
think	we	had	four	or	five	hunts	since	that	
we have only seen a couple of ducks. I 
have talked to several people at different 
duck clubs, and this seems to be a worse 
year than last year. It seems that the duck 
migration has changed. There have been 
so many things changed over the last 10 – 
15 years that it is hard to tell what the main 

factor is. I hear people talk about the birds 
don’t come as far east as they once did. I 
have talked to several people who believe 
that today’s technology within combines 
just doesn’t allow much feed to be left in 
the	field	to	attract	the	bird.	It	does	make	
sense. I remember when I was young, we 
hunted	 fields	 exclusively	 and	 there	 was	
always	seed	in	the	fields.	Some	had	more	
than	others	but	today	if	you	walk	in	a	field	

TREMONT SHELL

Gas Pumps Open 24/7!
(with credit/debit purchase)

NOW AVAILABLE!
• Meal Deals •

• Family Meals •
• Group Orders •

(please call ahead for large orders- ask about $5 off offer!)

202 E. PEARL ST., TREMONT, IL

309-925-2117

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

GAMING BY:

VIDEO
SLOTS!

LIQUOR NOW AVAILABLE!

picked	by	a	new	machine	you	won’t	find	
much left behind. Now that several heated 
lakes have closed, I wonder if that will 
influence	 the	 waterfowl	 migration.	 Here	
in central Illinois, 15 years ago, you could 
hardly walk out your door without seeing 
a group of geese. Now you may drive 
miles	 and	 not	 see	 one	 flock	 in	 the	 air.	 I	
am sure there is a multitude of reasons for 
why the waterfowl hunting isn’t what it 
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Ella wanted me to wait until she got home 
from school. Should have been her deer.

Al Schackow with few 
Gadwall and a Woody



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.
used	to	be.	I	just	wish	we	could	figure	it	
out and attempt to right ship. When I was 
a kid you would see hundreds sometimes 
thousands of birds a day. Now you just 
hope to see some to make it worthwhile. 
For	 the	 first	 time	 I	 think	 it	 maybe	 time	
for a split season here in Illinois. You can 
harvest some woodies and early ducks 
during	 the	 first	 couple	 weeks	 of	 season	
and then it might be another month before 
we	get	a	new	flight	of	ducks,	 if	we	ever	
do. My opinion is, we hunt the last three 
weeks in October. Then take three weeks 
off until Thanksgiving weekend. This 
would	allow	our	season	to	go	into	the	first	
or second week of January. I think most 
would be surprised on how many ducks 
we see in January even with the freeze. 
So hopefully there will be changes to 
our season because right now I imagine 
there is several duck hunters calling it 
quits	every	year.	You	put	a	lot	of	time	and	
effort into hunting and when many get no 
results it’s hard to continue for some. 
 There is one last thing that I have to 
get off my chest. As second shotgun season 
rolled	around,	I	didn’t	have	much	confidence.	
For	the	first	time	since	I	started	bow	hunting,	
I never saw one deer on my cameras during 
daylight hours. Of course I asked Ella if she 
was ready to miss some school to spend the 
day deer hunting and her response was, “Dad, 
school is more important and I don’t want to 
get backed up on school work, so I am going 
to pass.” Well that is where we are vastly 
different. If my parents told me I could take 
a day off to hunt you can guarantee the same 
answer	every	time.	I	was	finishing	my	work	
on the December magazine, so I actually 
didn’t make it out on Thursday. As Friday 

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611

(309) 822-8146
www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

WINTER HOURS: 
THURS., SAT., SUN. 11AM – 3PM

WINTER SKEET LEAGUE BEGINS JAN. 9TH
STOP BY OR CALL CLUB FOR DETAILS

rolled around, I set out to the box blind. 
After talking with the guys, the day before, it 
wasn’t sounding good. Two of them sat from 
daybreak to sunset and didn’t even see one 
deer. I thought well, I will hunt this weekend, 
but it may be time for me to hang up the bow 
and shotgun for the season and start preparing 
for next year. As the morning progressed, I 
looked up and here came a small four pointer 
being followed by a couple of other deer. I 
didn’t react because I could tell that the forks 
were year and half old, and then I notice a 
little 8 pointer with them. They walked past 
my blind and were heading away from the 
trail and away from me. All of the sudden the 
eight-pointer jumped into the lane and turned 
broadside. Not sure why, but at this point I 
pulled up the gun and placed in the 10 ring. 
I sat there for a few seconds and then my 
finger	got	twitchy.	As	I	pulled	the	trigger	he	
hunched up and began heading back the way 
he came. He went about 40 yards and I saw 
him fall. As I sat there waiting for a while, I 
noticed a bunch of crows show up and start 
eating on my deer. I mean, it didn’t take them 
five	minutes	to	find	it.	So,	after	a	half	an	hour	
I got down and walked over to my harvest.
 Here is where things took a turn. I 
was	mad	at	myself	for	the	first	time	ever	
for shooting a deer. I looked at the deer 
and said, man I should have let him go 
and grow. It’s hard when you need some 
burger for the freezer and nothing mature 
has presented itself all year. As my buddy 
Tim came over, I knew I was going to 
hear something negative. 
 He looks and says, “pretty small, isn’t 
it?”	At	first,	I	wanted	to	smack	upside	his	
head, and this only made me more ticked. 
It took me two days to stop thinking about 
it.	What	finally	did	it	was	I	was	thinking	
for most of my life I didn’t care if it had 
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antlers or not. Now I am one of these guys 
who thinks you should shoot mature deer, 
but in reality, who cares? If you need meat, 
shoot what you want. Too many people 
out there today are about the trophy. I 
understand we all want to kill a monster, 
but the chances are very slim. If we wait 
all year for a trophy you may need to plan 
on a few more years before you harvest. I 
know it’s nice to harvest a large deer, but 
let’s face it. It is about the experience and 
the time spend with family and friends. 
I am not saying shoot everything that 
walks, but there comes a time during the 

season if you want deer meat for winter 
you better not be too picky. 
 I see guys on Facebook and other 
forums who actually degrade people for 
the size of the deer they shoot. That is not 
right. We are lucky to live in an area that 
can produce large bucks, but don’t think 
that is the only way to be a successful 
hunter. I hope that all hunters will just 
congratulate others on their harvest, and 
not try to make them feel bad for shooting 
something that doesn’t go on the wall.

May your sunrises and sunsets be magical!

D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

Craig Overcash and myself with a nice day of duck hunting



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

BBQ PULLED GOOSE SANDWICHES

BACON WRAPPED GOOSE BREASTS

Ingredients:
• 3 lbs boneless skinless goose breast
• 3 tbsp butter
• 4 cloves garlic diced
• 4 cups chicken broth
• 1 onion diced
• ½ cup Worcestershire sauce
• 1 tbsp garlic salt
• Barbecue sauce

Directions:
1. Heat butter over medium high 
heat
2. Brown goose breasts
3.  Place browned goose breasts in 

crock pot
4.  Add enough chicken stock to 

cover meat
5.  Add garlic salt, onion, garlic and 

Worcestershire sauce

Ingredients: 
• 2 large goose breasts
• Chilli peppers, sliced
• 3 cloves garlic, minced
• 2 sprig fresh rosemary
• 6 sprigs fresh thyme
• ½ cup red wine
• ½ cup olive oil
• Salt and pepper to taste
• 1lb bacon
Directions:
1.  Remove all any feathers, skin or 

shot in the goose breasts
2.  Rinse under cold water and pat 

dry with paper towels
3.  Slat and pepper to taste and place 

in small bowl
4.  Crush rosemary and thyme before 

placing into marinade.
5.  Combine thyme, rosemary, chili 

pepper, red wine, olive oil and garlic 
and combine with fork or whisk

6.  Pour marinade over goose breast 

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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6.  Simmer on low for 8 hours or 
until meat is tender and easily 
shredded

7.  Remove goose meat from slow 
cooker	and	discard	liquid

8.  Place goose meat back into slow 
cooker and shred

9. Add your favorite barbecue sauce 
10. Serve on your favorite buns

and place in refrigerator for 4 
hours. Stir marinade ½ through.

7.  Remove goose from refrigerator 
and bring to room temperature.

8. Prepare grill for medium heat. 
9.  Remove breast from marinade 

and wrap with bacon.
10.  Grill bacon wrapped goose 

breast until bacon in cooked and 
goose is cooked to medium.

11.  Allow breast to set for 5 minutes, 
cut into medallions and serve.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph Vandervort, Owner

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

FAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAPFAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAP

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 We are all aware of the Red Chinese 
influence	on	 the	United	States.	 	The	Chinese	
have been in the diplomatic intrigue business 
for thousands of years, yet we seem to 
underestimate them.  They pat you on the back 
and pick your pocket at the same time.  The 
latest disclosure is the Chinese spy Fang 
Fang, also known as Christine Fang, who 
was working very closely with the very anti-
gun California Congressman, Eric Swalwell.  
There are about 400,000 Red Chinese students 
in the United States.  They are all told that it 
is their duty to spy for Mother China.  Mother 
China pays for their education.  This isn’t that 
hard	to	figure	out.	
 Before that was the revelation that 
Senator Diane Feinstein’s driver was a spy.  Of 
course, the mainstream media pooh-poohed 
the whole thing.  Think about what a driver 
for someone like Feinstein knows.  Things like 
where you go, when you go and who you meet 
with.  Plus, there are the phone conversations 
you have in the vehicle.  Of course, the spy 
wouldn’t listen or surreptitiously record them, 
of course not. 

 Then we have Speaker of 
the House, Nancy Pelosi, 

defending Swalwell, 
despite his relationship 

with the Chinese spy, Fang 
Fang. Looking back a few 

months, Nancy Pelosi suddenly 
ditched the Bipartisan Committee on China 
while	still	claiming	to	have	been	fighting	China	
for years.  Every time the left-wing Democrats 
scream Russia, Russia, Russia, it is just a smoke 
screen to hide China, China, China.
  Now comes the Biden Clan who all seem 
to be involved with the Red Chinese one way 
or the other.  Before the General Elections, the 
allegations of Hunter Biden being involved 
with Red Chinese and the trails of money 
leading to the rest of the Biden family were 
not widely reported in the media.  In fact, 
they were suppressed because these activities 
would	 have	 influenced	 the	 outcome	 of	 the	
Presidential Election.  This was censorship by 
omission by the media.  This was true not only 
of the mainstream media but social media in 
all its platforms, as well.
 For years, we have watched newsy 
situations being reported using the exact same 
words in the Washington Post, New York 
Times, the talk shows mainstream media and 
social media all at the same time.  This is 
particularly true of stories involving Red China.  
It almost makes you think the propaganda 
arm of some Red China is involved, doesn’t 
it?   We think about Red China being invested 
in politics at the national level but there are 
stories in the shadowy headlines that talk 
about the Red Chinese working with local city 
councilmen.  If that is true, why wouldn’t the 
Red Chinese try to penetrate the media in all 
of its forms?  I believe the answer is they have.  
I am not saying that every newsroom and 

personality is included.  I am pretty sure that 
people like Rush Limbaugh or organizations 
like Newsmax or Fox News have not been 
comprised.  
 Wouldn’t it be fun to check the bank 
accounts, including the overseas bank 
accounts, of the left-wing news anchors 
and “news” organizations?  The same 
thing happens to those in the social media 
businesses and movie makers.  I have to admit 
it may be tough to get anything out of The 
Peoples Bank of China.  I used to call CNN 
the Clinton News Network.  Maybe it should 
be renamed the Chinese News Network. 
 The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms & Explosives (ATF) has raided an 
Arizona company called Polymer 80 which 
markets 80% kits called “Buy, Build, Shoot”.  
If you are a DEALER that has one or more of 
these kits, you should contact the ATF and/or 
your attorney.  The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) is monitoring the situation.
 Another matter I am watching is the AR15 
pistols with arm braces.  The ATF is supposed 
to be clarifying what is legal and what is not.  
They haven’t said anything yet.  There are two 
problems with these AR15 pistols.  First, they 
are	 not	 supposed	 to	 be	 able	 to	 be	fired	 from	
the shoulder using the brace.  Secondly, if they 
can	be	fired	from	the	shoulder,	they	fall	under	
the	 National	 Firearms	Act	 and	 are	 classified	
as	a	short,	barreled	rifle.			That	means	a	$200	
Federal Excise Tax and a barrel of headaches 
if you live in Illinois.
 Just so I don’t get a million phone calls, 
I am just reporting what is going on because I 

suspect that some of our members may have 
these.  This is going to be a political issue with 
the new administration in the White House.  
Just so you know, I am not the engineer on 
this train; I can’t blow the whistle or ring the 
bell.  I am just making you aware of what is 
happening.  Check the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation website, www.NSSF.org
 Walter Walsh was a remarkable shot.  
In	 the	 1930s,	 the	 National	 Rifle	 and	 Pistol	
Championships had a match known as “The 
All-Around Match.”  In those days, some 
competitors shot in the High-Power matches, 
the Smallbore matches and the Pistol matches.  
The	final	scores	of	all	those	matches	were	added	
together for the All-Around Champion.  Walter 
Walsh won the All-Around Championship 
match twice.  He was a pretty tough guy.  In 
the 1930s, while he was a FBI agent, he got 
in a shootout with the Brady Gang.  Walter 
killed both the gang leader and one other gang 
member after he was shot through the lung.  
When WWII came along, Walter was in the 
United States Marines.  He found himself in 
the middle of hell on Okinawa, pinned down 
by a Japanese sniper who was in a tree.  He 
drew	 his	 1911	 Service	 Pistol	 and	 fired	 one	
shot at the sniper.  The sniper fell out of the 
tree dead.  Reports show the shot was between 
80 and 90 yards.  Amazing anytime, but more 
amazing	under	fire.
 During the 1972 Olympics in Munich 
Germany, Walter was in charge the United 
States Shooting Team.  The ever-ready Marine 
had rally points set up just in case some disaster 
happened.  When Middle Eastern terrorists 
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DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

attacked the Israeli athletes, the United States 
team escaped unhurt because of Walters’s 
foresight.  Walter was an NRA Board Member 
and legend in the shooting world.  He was a 
great man who deserves to be remembered.
 We have lost a true American hero.  On 
Monday, December 7, 2020, General Chuck 
Yeager passed away at the age of 97.  General 
Yeager	was	 the	 first	man	 to	 break	 the	 sound	
barrier	in	level	flight.		Yeager	flew	the	Bell	X-1	
rocket plane to a speed of Mach 1.06.   The 
Bell	X-1	was	 nicknamed	The	Bullet	 because	
of its shape.  It was a good name for the plane 
because it was designed in the shape of a .50 
caliber machine gun bullet.  They just added 
wings and a rocket engine.
	 Chuck	Yeager	flew	a	P-51	Mustang	in	the	
European Theater in WWII.  He is credited with 
12.5	kills.	 	He	shot	down	five	Messerschmitt	
109s one day, and on another, he shot down 
four Focke-Wulf 190s.  In his career he logged 
more than 10,000 hours in 360 different 
military aircraft.   Chuck Yeager was one of 
those rare people.  It can truly be said, “They 
don’t make them like that anymore.”
 Recently, we have been receiving 
phone calls from members who would like 
to do business with pro-gun companies.  Our 
members want to do business with people or 
companies that support the ISRA and their 

ideals.		For	$35,	what	better	way	can	you	show	
your support for them?  The Illinois State 
Rifle	 Association	 is	 offering	 a	 Commercial/
Business application.  By February, we 
will list Commercial /Business members 
on our website.   The Illinois Shooter, our 
quarterly	newspaper,	will	also	recognize	these	
members.   This will let those people know 
who is pro-gun.  Please print the application 
off and send it in.  You do not have to be a 
gun shop or range.  We have photographers, 
dentists, ICCL instructors, auctioneers and 
all kinds of other businesses.  If you own a 
business and would like to be listed, please 
call	the	office	for	your	application.
 Joe Biden’s nomination of California 
Attorney	General	Xavier	Becerra	 to	 take	 the	
helm of the Department of Health and Human 
Services is a clear indicator of his anti-gun 
Intentions.  Becerra is a long-time anti-gun 
zealot.
 A three judge panel in the Second District 
of Illinois has ruled against most parts of the 
Easterday	 v.	 Deerfield	 case.	 	 That	 does	 not	
mean it is over by any means.  We have 21 
days to ask for a rehearing and 35 days to 
file	 for	 a	petition	 for	Leave	 to	Appeal	 to	 the	
Illinois Supreme Court.  We will keep you 
informed.  This is an example of why all of 
this is so expensive.   If you haven’t made your 

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

tax-deductible donation to the ISRA Legal 
Assistance Committee now would be a good 
time to do so.  You can mail a check to ISRA – 
LAC, P.O. Box 494, Chatsworth, IL 60921.
 The Illinois State Police announced the 
number of Illinois Concealed Carry Licenses 
is up to 343,299.  I don’t have exact FOID 
card numbers.  At the end of November, the 
ISP has received 445,944 FOID applications 
in 2020.  This number includes both new 
and renewal applications.  Every member of 
your household should have a FOID card.  
An Illinois Concealed Carry License is also a 
really good idea. 

Check out ISRA’s website at 
www.isra.org! 

Tell us what you think!
 

Follow the ISRA on Twitter and Facebook.
 

Please Donate to protect your 2nd 
Amendment rights! 

Not an ISRA Member?  Join Today!  
MAIL Membership Checks: 

ISRA
PO Box 637

420 E Locust St, Chatsworth IL 60921
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ISRA.org
STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED



 Traditionally, I do a year end 
picture	recap	from	the	previous	fishing	
season for this month’s article. Lake 
Shelbyville provided some of the best 
WALLEYE, SAUGER and CRAPPIE 
fishing	 in	 Illinois	 and	 many	 of	 my	
clients boated their personal best in 

all three species. Thank you to all my 
clients, readers, and online followers for 
allowing	me	to	be	a	part	of	your	fishing	
lives! To book a trip please visit www.
englandexpeditions.com or call 217-
520-3653. CATCHING MEMORIES 
ONE FISH AT A TIME!!!
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

SLABS FOR 2021



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!

ORDER YOUR NEW 
2021 BOAT TODAY

Non-Traditional Boat Show in 
February… 
no matter 
what the 
Show will go on!

 2020 Roughneck 2070sc
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage

Firewood • Lumber
Snow Removal

Zach Nayden
Owner/Operator

(309) 224-9113



 Cowboy Action Shooting, like 
many of the shooting sports, if not 
all sports, took it on the chin in 
2020. Wherever you stand on the 
Covid-19 issue, your range time 
took a beating.
 With many matches on local, 
state, regional and national levels 
being cancelled or postponed, 
many shooters did what they 
usually do, reload extra ammo.
 But with nary a primer to be 
found, Plan B ground to a halt 
quickly.	
 Currently, you could probably 
use a case of 5000 primers for a 
down payment on a house. And 
walk into a bank with a booger on 
your	finger	to	hold	it	up.
 So let’s remember when times 
weren’t so crazy. Here are some 
shots from 2020 and 2019 to make 
you smile. And hoping for a much 
better 2021.

BOTH 
BARRELS 
COWBOY 
ACTION 
SHOOTING
By Lawdog Dago Dom and 
Shortcake 
(Nick and Kathy Visione)
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

300 E. War Memorial
Peoria

309-685-6606

7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100

150 B S. Main St.
Morton

309-263-2400

456 E. Main St. 
Galesburg

309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

Iowa State Match-Posse 1

With Scarlett Darlin-Land Run Cowboys enjoying a good laugh, Land Run



• AMISH BUILT •

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIRMIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.comwww.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL
309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL
309-820-7543

Rentals Available for Contractors & Homeowners
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates

Minimal Delivery Fee

One of our favorite cowgirls.

 Loami with Billy the (hairy) Avenger, Lefty Dalton Last stop before you shoot, the loading table.

Hello 2021! With Mountain Man Champ. Milan, IL. Always a good crowd.



KEEP 
CHANGING 
THINGS UP 
FOR MORE 
FISH! 
By Walt Matan

What’s going on under the ice?
...not so much

- Poppee

 If you think about it there is 
not a lot happening under the ice. A 
fish’s	metabolism	slows	to	a	crawl	as	
temperatures drop. The feeding frenzy 
that took place in the fall is over. The 
predator/prey attack period is over 
but for a few hours each day. Fish are 
either lying near bottom looking for an 
easy meal or sticking close by feeding 
areas and moving in and out when the 
time is right. Time is not wasted on 
movement, that is for certain.
 Spend some time peering down 
the hole or glaring at an underwater 
camera and you know what I mean. 
Yet somehow, even with all this doom 
and	gloom,	good	ice	fishermen	catch	
fish	 time	 and	 time	 again.	 To	 catch	
more	 fish,	 you	 need	 to	 make	 things	
happen, just as you do in the open 
water. Keep changing things up until 
the right spot and presentation is 
found.	Then,	 refine	 that	 presentation	
to	catch	the	most	fish.
	 Look	at	a	fish	tank	from	a	distance.	
Not much is happening. If the light is 
off, even less is happening. Fish are 
near the bottom, hardly moving at 
all. Turn on the light, everybody gets 
shocked and hides, then they slowly 
move out and start looking for food. 
Hang around the tank and then the 

fish	start	looking	at	you	for	food.	Start	
feeding	 the	 fish	 and	 then	 the	 frenzy	
begins. Activity breeds more activity.
 The same thing happens under the 
ice. As you walk or drive on the ice, 
the	fish	can	feel	or	sense	you.	At	first	
it startles them, they move off. Then 
they settle back down. Start power 
drilling holes and this new above ice 
activity	startles	the	fish	even	more.	
	 So,	 you	 start	 fishing	 and	 pretty	
soon if you catch a few, the rest of 
the	fish	get	excited	and	 they’ll	move	
into a more aggressive mode. Catch 
a	 fish	 and	 the	 turbulence	 created	 by	
the	fighting	fish	excites	others.	Let	the	
catching begin!
	 When	 you	 fish	 like	 a	 One-Jig-
Charlie	 you	 might	 catch	 a	 fish	 here	
and	a	fish	there,	but	when	you	become	
a Three-Jig-Pete you will score more 
fish	 every	 time...because	 you	 are	
creating more activity under the ice.

Here’s how it works:
 Head to your favorite bluegill 
lake, to the same spot you caught them 
last	 year.	Drill	 a	 few	 holes	 to	 find	 a	
little open area in the weeds. Drop 
down a camera or Livescope to speed 
up	 the	 process	 and	 find	 a	 little	 spot	
with green weeds and a sand bottom...
perfect habitat! Drop down your 
favorite jig, maybe a size 10 Demon 
in the green/chartreuse pattern tipped 
with a waxworm, and you catch two 
nice bluegill. But the action stops. You 
fish	frantically	for	fifteen	minutes,	so	
you decide to move. You move a few 
times	and	catch	a	few	more	fish	until	
you get tired of drilling and moving. 
That is how your day ends when 
you’re a One-Jig Charlie.
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Here is a better option:
 Why not have three or four rods 
rigged and ready (in my case it’s at least 
12) with different jigs. Try a size 10 
Shrimpo with no bait, a small Slender 
Spoon with three spikes or a tungsten 
Glazba with two pieces of Finesse 
Plastic and a big waxworm. Three 
different presentations, that all get 
different	responses	from	the	fish.	Now	
when	 the	 action	 slows,	 you	 quickly	
pull out one lure and drop down the 
next.	What	 this	 does	 is	 offer	 the	 fish	
different looks underwater and will 
trigger a strike. Bigger presentations 
like the Slender Spoon or RPM3 will 
actually	attract	fish	in	from	a	distance,	
but they might be spooked up close 
and hit the Shrimpo instead.
 If you want to speed up the 
action and change the way you ice 
fish	 forever,	 then	 you	 need	 three	
more items if you don’t have them 
yet. A good locator with GPS maps 
or the Garman Panoptix Livescope. 
You	can	search	for	fish	quickly	with	
these	units	and	once	you	find	the	fish,	
you can see how they respond to your 
jig. A lot of time you can watch your 
jig drop (on the locator, it will appear 
as a falling band on the unit, much 
like a second hand on a clock cycles 
from 12 o’clock to 6 o’clock). Then, 
from out of nowhere, another band 
will appear running in the opposite 
direction, and when the two bands 
connect, you get a strike!
 Sometimes, the two bands never 
connect,	as	the	fish	puts	on	the	brakes	
and just stares at your presentation. At 
this point if you switch presentations, 
you might trigger a strike. In this 
situation I’ll switch to a smaller 
presentation and very gently work the 

1-800-831-5535
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Call for 
a FREE 
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jig	above	the	fish	until	it	takes	it.
	 When	you	watch	a	fish’s	reaction	to	
your presentation you learn a lot. The 
first	 thing	 you	 learn	 is	 that	 the	 action	
you get on your jig is not the same that 
you thought you were getting with a 
standard jigging motion. Different jigs 
react differently. By this I mean a heavy 
headed jig like a Ratso, Shrimpo or 
Ratfinkee	will	 react	 differently	 than	 a	
lighter jig like a 2-Spot or Demon, when 
you apply the same jigging motion. 
	 Also,	 tungsten	 jigs	 fish	
differently than lead. Custom Jigs & 

Spins introduced a tungsten version 
of	the	Ratfinkee,	called	the	Wolfinkee	
last year and this year we added the 
Tütso, a tungsten Ratso! Reason 
being, tungsten is nearly twice as 
heavy as lead, so your tungsten jig 
will	fall	quicker	and	fish	deeper	with	
more control than lead. Plus, tungsten 
jigs	fish	fast!	They	dart	and	dive	and	
zip around...sometimes that’s good!
	 Today’s	ice	fisherman	is	a	thinker.	
He is always changing presentations 
and	techniques	to	put	the	odds	in	his	
favor	 and	 to	 catch	 more	 fish.	 Be	 a	

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
V A L U E  P R I C E D  V E H I C L E S !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

Walt Matan is the chief lure designers 
for Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish 
N Tackle. To get a FREE copy of their 
NEW 2021 Tips & Tricks catalog call 

1-800-831-5535 or log on to 
www.customjigs.com

2020 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 ......................................................................$41,850
2019 Toyota Highlander XLE, AWD ...........................................................$34,380
2019 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT with Braun Ability-Lowered Auto Power 
Remote Ramps ...........................................................................................$37,740
2017 Ford Edge SEL, FWD .........................................................................$23,240
2016 Chevrolet Equinox LT, AWD .............................................................$15,430
2016 Ford Escape SE, FWD .......................................................................$14,890
2015 Ford Edge SEL, FWD .........................................................................$18,440
2015 Chrysler Town & Country Touring ....................................................$14,830
2015 Ford Escape SE, 4x4 ..........................................................................$13,830
2015 Nissan Juke SL, AWD ......................................................................$13,440
2013 Ford Escape Titanium, 4x4 ................................................................$11,390
2013 Kia Sportage EX, FWD ......................................................................$15,550
2012 Ford Explorer Limited, FWD ..............................................................$17,360
2011 Chevrolet Suburban LTZ, 4x4 ............................................................$12,480
2011 Ford Edge Limited, FWD ...................................................................$13,760
2009 Ford Explorer XLT, FWD ......................................................................$7,960
2009 Chevrolet Equinox LT, FWD ................................................................$9,960
2008 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 ......................................................................$11,570
2006 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4 ....................................................................$7,270
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A small Slender Spoon can’t be beat for searching! Be equipped to change things up

thinker and not a drinker and you will 
catch	more	fish	this	winter.	For	more	
information	 on	 ice	 fishing	 log	 on	 to	
www.customjigs.com or call 1-800-
831-5535 for a FREE Custom Jigs & 
Spins Tips & Tricks catalog.



SPENCER IS 
BACK!
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

 Three of my four boys grew-up 
hunting	and	fishing	every	chance	they	
got.  I like to think I exposed them 
to the out-of-doors and conservation 
in the correct manner.  They all love 
to get out as often as possible.  That 
having been said, life happens as one 
grows up.
 Once boys become young men, 
time becomes more elusive.  College, 
work, bad decisions and of course, 
the opposite sex carve huge parts of 
their	 hunting	 and	 fishing	 days	 into	
very small pieces.  So, it was with our 
middle kid, Spencer.
 Spencer fell hard for hunting, 

especially deer and turkey. But 
4-years at WIU, a degree and a job 
in Chicago waylaid his outdoor life.  
His	trips	home	to	hunt	or	fish	all	but	
evaporated. 
 Then, as proud as we are of him, 
he got his Master’s Degree from Notre 
Dame University.  This was followed 
by	 even	 better	 jobs	 requiring	 even	
more of his time.  He is now climbing 
the corporate ladder faster than a gray 
squirrel	up	an	oak	tree.
 So last summer when he called 
and said he was going to make time 
to come home to deer hunt in the fall, 
I was ecstatic.  He said he would take 
care of getting his permits if I could get 
a stand ready for him and get his slug 
gun sighted in.  I was happy to oblige.
 I then tried to remember the last 
time he came to deer camp. It may 
have been as many as 10-years ago.  I 
think	he	did	squeeze	in	a	spring	turkey	
hunt during that time, but it had been 
quite	a	while	since	he	had	hunted	deer.
	 As	requested,	I	had	him	ready	to	
go when he arrived the morning of 
opening day with his younger brother, 
Parker.  I was tickled to see them both 
as was our host, John Caldwell.  Since 
these two were too young to hunt, John 
has been like a grandfather to them, 
and all our kids.  He has generously 
provided my boys and me a place to 
hunt for many decades.  He is one of 
our family and seeing the boys was 
great for him.
 Our plans for opening morning 
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Spencer Dietrich’s first and most recent whitetail bucks.  (Photos by Mike Roux)



701 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL 61611 - Illinois Rt 116, 
mile marker 164.5 on the Illinois.

Fuel dock hours: 9-5 during 
season however, flexible to 
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280 slips ranging from 25 to 50 feet 
in length. Transient boaters are 
welcome to stop and spend a few days 
enjoying the marina and its many amenities!

EASTPORT AMENITIES 
• Restroom/shower facilities open 24 hours a day.
• Laundry facilities open 24 hours a day, just a short stroll from the docks.
•  Swimming pool and two hot tubs, enclosed by locked gates, with private 

restrooms and showers.
• Gas, diesel, pumpout and a full service department.

SEASON: APRIL 1-OCT. 31
One of the only marinas of its class between Chicago and St. Louis. It’s like a resort, a major resting point for boaters… 

Phone: (309) 694-3034 • Ron Roberts, Harbormaster - (309) 265-4789 • Heather Boehm, Manager - (309) 694-3034
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had been set in stone for weeks.  We 
were each going to good spots and 
there was lots of deer sign.  The bad 
news was the weather.  It was way too 
warm for an enjoyable deer hunt.  But 
what’s new? We have faced similar 
conditions for years.
 We were to stay in touch via the 
modern technology of texting.  When 
these	 guys	 first	 started	 hunting	 with	
us we all carried walkie-talkies.  They 
were much louder than texting but 
at the time those little radios were 
state-of-the-art technology.  All of the 
morning messages were the same.  No 
movement.
 We came out for lunch and traded 
stories	of	ducks,	geese	and	squirrels.		
But not deer.  We even commented 
on how few shots we had heard in the 
distance. The deer were just not on 
their feet.  Hopes for a better evening 
hunt were high.
 We all picked different spots for 
the evening hunt due to a slight change 
in wind direction.  Parker went to a 
stand between the levee and the river 
with his crossbow.  Spencer chose a 
tower	blind	overlooking	a	field	next	to	
a swamp patch and I took my 8-year 

old grandson Connor to a ground 
blind	for	his	first	ever	deer	hunt.
 Again, we were to stay in contact 
via text.  Just before sunset there had 
still been no movement.  But that 
quickly	changed.		I	heard	a	shot	from	
Spencer’s direction.  The rule is that 
whoever shoots initiates the message 
system.  That way nobody is bothering 
the shooter with text messages.  Then 
it came.  “BBD” from Spencer. BBD 
= Big Buck Down for those non deer 
hunters out there.
 With that message CJ (Connor) and 
I decided to head that way to help.  He 
went	to	get	the	decoy	out	of	the	field	as	I	
unloaded his gun.  He was hunting with 
his 20-gauge slug gun and I had my 
muzzleloader.  We put on our packs and 
headed to the four-wheeler.  He was a 
few steps in front of me.
 As he rounded the corner of the 
field	 he	 yelled,	 “Grandpa!	There	 are	
3 deer at the four-wheeler.  Shoot! 
Shoot!”  What is a guy to do when his 
grandson is yelling at him to shoot a 
deer?  I really wanted him to shoot a 
deer but there was no time.  I followed 
his orders. BDD.
 We loaded my doe on the four-

wheeler and met Spencer and Parker 
at the gut pile.  Parker had taken a 
smaller buck with his crossbow, but 
Spencer’s buck was really nice.  It 
was his personal best…by far.  We 
celebrated amidst the carnage.
 It was really uplifting for me to see 
Spencer out of the city and back in the 
orange he grew-up in.  He does not get 
these chances often enough.  Perhaps 

his success this year will entice him 
to get here on a more regular basis.  
It sure was good for John and me to 
have him back where he belongs.  He 
also killed a nice fat doe the next day.  
I told him to go buy a lottery ticket.
 For regular and constant outdoor 
content Like and Follow MIKE 
ROUX	 OUTDOOR	 ENTERPRISES	
on Facebook

After hundreds of hours planting food plots, hanging stands and checking cameras,
 the work finally paid off with this beautiful 12 pointer harvested on November 12th 

with a crossbow by Mason Schrock. Thanks to McKenzie Behrends Schrock 
for sharing this great photo with ASO Magazine.
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 Using steel targets has become 
extremely popular, but they should be 
selected and set up properly to be the safest.  
We are going to discuss, the selection, 
preparation, and assembly to help reduce 
unsafe ricochet and “splatter.”
 First is the selection.  There are tons 
of designs in action and stationary, but the 
most popular is the “gong”, which you 
can	find	in	basic	shapes	of	round,	square,	
rectangle, diamond and IDPA silhouette, 
with double, single and double/single 
mounting	holes	that	are	either	square	for	
carriage bolts, or round.  
 The thickness of steel is normally 
¼, 3/8, ½ and ¾ inch.   Naturally, the 
thicker the steel the higher caliber 

it will withstand.  Also, the steel 
should be AR500, and not just any 
unhardened type, or it will be pitted, 
dented, and dangerous for pass-
through and ricochets.  My use for 
Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ is ¼-inch for pellets 
and 22, and 3/8-inch for 22 to 9mm.  
The 3/8 and ½ inch thickness are good 
“coverall” for a sizeable range of 
calibers.
 There are a wide range of hangers, 
from hooks that mount on 2x4s, 4x4s 
and T-Posts, to chains and ballistic 
rubber straps.  I use the ballistic 
rubber straps hooked to lag bolts with 
quick	links	and	eyebolts	on	a	wooden	
crossbar of some sort.  I select ballistic 

SHOOTING STEEL
rubber over chains because of its 
durability and reduced risk of ricochet.
	 I	also	use	hooks	that	fit	on	a	1-inch	
pipe.  These allow the target to swing 
and is very good for avoiding ricochets. 
When the bullet strikes the target, it 
swings back as does the targets being 
hung by straps. I have two lengths – 6 
and 10 inches. These work great for 
single-hole NRA pistol targets but will 
also work on double hold.
	 The	type	of	hangers	that	fit	on	posts	
are either a hook or bolt with a spring.  
They are also made to have the target 
swing and angle downward, which we 
will be talking about in a little bit.
 Springs, hooks, and straps/chains 
all serve the same purpose.  They angle 
the target slightly downward on about a 
20-degree angle and provide swinging 
or	flex	to	absorb	the	main	impact	of	the	

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM
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General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

bullet and send ricochets and splatters 
downward to the ground and possible 
side.  If a target were mounted so that 
it was solid and straight up and down 
the chances of the ricochet and splatter 
coming back in the direction for the 
shooter and others, would be very 
high.  Even with the steel being angled 
downward there are still some risks of 
ricochet and splatters.
 Turning to the mounting hardware, 
it is important to select the round 
head carriage bolt.  Again, the main 
reason is to reduce the possibility of a 
ricochet, which could come off of the 
sharper	edges	of	a	square	or	hex	head	
bolt.  Everything you think of on this is 
to keep it safe in every way.
 You will also need nuts and 
washers.  These are best if placed in a 
certain way so that it helps the target 
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The first coat of a rust preventative paint in 
on the left 10-inch gong, and the final red 

coat is on the right 8-inch target.
Round head bolts are the best to use to 

reduce chances of ricochets.
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achieve the 20-degree angle.  By the 
way, don’t worry that it is angled.  
From a distance, and standing straight 
at it, the target looks like it is upright 
with a full view.
 Before assembling you need to 
select the size.  These generally range 
from a diameter of 2 to 16 inches.
 For the purpose of this article we 
are going to stay with my selection 
of ¼ and 3/8-inch thickness, double 
and single hole, round AR500 gongs 

in sizes of 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 inch, 
mounted on ballistic rubber straps.
 The preparation of the bare metal 
is two-fold.  First is helping prevent it 
from rusting, and the second is detecting 
hits.  There is another way to detect hits, 
which we will talk about later.
	 I	 first	 wipe	 the	 metal	 completely	
with	a	cleaning	fluid	or	alcohol.		Then	
I paint it with a coat of light-colored 
rust preventative paint.  The next coat 
is white, black or red.  In my case, since 

• 22 acres of beautiful landscape and timber with plenty of wildlife and wooded views.
• All of our sites are roomy to provide plenty of quiet and privacy. 
•  16 RV sites which have electric, water and sewer plus concrete pads. Sites include 

picnic tables and fire pits. 
•  2 mini-cabins which sleep 4-5 people and have electric, heat and A/C. We have an 
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with showers. 

•  For the convenience of our guests we also sell propane                                                     
and provide firewood.
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RV (30 and 50-amp full hook-up sites)
• $30 per night
• $180 per week
• $450 per month
• $2,300 per 6-month season
• $4,200 per year

Year Round Camping
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I’m shooting in my Cedar Oaks wooded 
area, I like using red.  Red stands out 
much better, but many prefer white or 
black.  It doesn’t have to be an expensive 
paint for that second coat, which will be 
recoating often if you want to be able 
to see the strikes.  I use the standard 
all-purpose Do It Best hardware brand, 

which has held up as well as the more 
expensive brands.
 Now it is time to put the straps 
on.  Place the carriage bolt through a 
hole	so	that	it	sets	flat	against	the	gong.		
On the backside start the lineup with 
a washer.  Take a nut and screw it all 
the way down to the washer.  Now, add 

The proper setup of round head carriage 
bolt, washers and nuts, with hold the 

target in a position so that the weight will 
make it lean in the proper downward angle.

 A good shooting pit is an excellent place to 
hang a AR500 steel target.

Painting a target red when shooting in a 
wooded area, such as at the end of this 

ravine where a backstop is placed at 50 yards, 
helps it stand out from the background.

This is a 4-inch Make It Ring gong, hanging 
from an AR500 hanger made for the top of a 

2x2 wooden post.
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Shooting Steel . . . continued
another wash, followed by the strap, 
another	washer,	and	finally	 tightening	
on the nut that holds it all together.  
This will hold the target out far enough 
that the weight will make it angle 
downward,	 and	 the	 flex/swing	 of	 the	
strap will take care of the rest for the 
bullet’s impact.
 If this is a double-hole target, then 
you will need two hooks to hold the 
straps and keep the target in the proper 
position.  For a single hole target, you 
can easily opt for one of the post-top 
hooks without a strap, or hook on the 
pipe.  These can also be used for double-
hole targets by moving the hooks along 
the pipe.  Post top hooks will work by 
moving the posts closer together, but 
I prefer to keep them apart to be able 
to	quickly	 set	up	multiple	 single-hole	
targets.  When done shooting the post 
top	hooks	can	be	quickly	taken	off	and	
stored with the targets.
 When hanging the target, you want 
to make sure there is a good backstop 
to catch any missed rounds.  Shooting 
pits, such as I have, with sides is a good 
idea to contain any side ricochets and 
splatters.  You also want it to have high 
enough ground clearance.  One of my 
target areas is a ravine that has a large 
fallen tree across it in front of which 
I	hang	a	 few	 targets.	This	 is	definitely	
a good place to have one painted red.  
Further out I have a wooden backstop 
behind a 12-inch gone on a regular 

Make It Ring AR500 hanger that is 
pounded in the ground.
 As mentioned earlier there 
are other ways to detect your hits, 
especially if you want it more precise 
as would be found by shooting paper 
targets.  To do this get some of the 
stickers that companies, such as 
Do-All Outdoors, Bullseye Target 
Stickers (in rolls of 100 to 200), 
Caldwell and Champion, to name a 
few, have on the market.  You could 
even use a Shoot-N-See type target.  
With any of these you want to make 
sure they will stick to the surface.  I’ve 
had them both ways, where some will 
stick to the bare metal, while others 
will prefer the painted surface.  I’ve 
also had people tell me they pick up 
some of the sticker dots from hobby 
shops.  So, it is pretty much up to your 
selection and imagination.
 Steel targets are great training 
devices for shooting center mass.  
Because of this I like staying to a 

maximum size of 8 and 10-inches for 
my gongs, which is the size of your 
qualification	area	for	shooting	for	your	
CCW permit.
 Shooting steel with its positive 
hit detection of a ringing sound is a 
lot of fun, and lets you know if you 
are hitting from a longer distance.  
However, safety is the top priority in 
any shooting - especially with targets 
such as these.  Remember to wear your 
eye protection, which should be done 

whenever you are shooting.
 Hopefully, this information has 
helped any of you who were thinking 
about starting into shooting steel.  As I 
said earlier, there are all sorts of styles, 
including action styles such as dueling 
trees, which is a subject to cover at 
another time.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

A 2-hole silhouette AR500 MIR target 
hanging from two 10-inch shank hooks on 

a 1-inch pipe.

T-post target hangers that easily slip on 
and off of the top of posts for easy storage.

This 6-inch gong target, hanging from an 
MIR AR500 hanger post, has the remains 
of a target sticker that helped show the 

accuracy of the rounds striking the target.
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www.TedNugent.com
Facebook.com/tednugent

  Hunting is a 
very individual, 

independent loner 
function for many of 

us in an otherwise gregarious world. Sure, 
hunting camp is a powerfully traditional 
gathering of family and friends, harking 
back to our very earliest ancestors as we 
discovered the necessity of teamwork to 
slay the mighty dinosaurs and giant beasts 
of prey, but our individual hunting time is 
almost always a loner experience.
 In the modern world of deerhunting, 
our natural predatory meanderings, 
swampbusting, woodland forays and 
ridgerunning pursuits are more often than 
not a very personal, solo endeavor.
 My hunting seasons are nonstop 
months-long celebrations with camps full 
of high energy, intensely gungho sporters 
where we have the times of our lives around 
the	campfire	sharing	stories,	comparing	life’s	
experiences and learning from each other 
how to best ambush our game of choice.
 Lucky, lucky me to have such a huge, 
wonderful hunting tribe!
 These glorious opportunities to connect 
with so many fellow sporters on this very 
spiritual relationship we have with God’s 

miraculous renewable creation as actual 
hands-on participants that we all so cherish 
literally has a life of its own, and I am beyond 
humbled and extremely grateful for it.
 When it comes time to hit the deerwoods, 
I literally can’t wait to head off all by myself 
to sneak into the beast’s lair to further discover 
my intimate tooth, fang and claw role in their 
intimate tooth, fang and claw lives.
 Solitude and deep, thoughtful aloneness 
bring me great and much needed sanctuary 
from the hyper energized life I lead, and in 
fact, one fuels and maximizes the other to a 
very	proficient	and	gratifying	degree.
 Being the fulltime, loudmouth We the 
People hellraiser that I have always been, 
it	 is	 around	 these	 uninhibited	 campfires	
that I have come to know and appreciate 
definitively	 that	 the	 hell	 I	 raise	 accurately	
represents the spirit, beliefs and genuine 
concerns of all those great American hunting 
families with whom I am honored to share 
those	many	campfires	and	buckpoles	with.
 Over these many years of celebrating 
and promoting the perfection of our 
hunting lifestyle to the masses via untold 
global media, this bloodbrother bond has 
rooted deeply with the vast majority of 
conservationists worldwide, and they let me 

know it in no uncertain terms on 
a daily basis.
   Not a day in my life goes by 
where I don’t receive a plethora 
of photos and oftentimes very 
emotional stories of family 

hunting excursions where they, for whatever 
reason, insist on sharing it with their good ol 
crazy Uncle Ted.
 For many years I have received literally 
1000s and 1000s of wonderful photographs 
of	many	 a	 new	 hunter’s	 first	 deer	 kill	 and	
the always exciting story explaining how 
they became hunters due to my eternal pro-
hunting ravings in the media, in my articles, 
my books, our 31 year running Ted Nugent 
Spirit of the Wild TV show, the many 
podcasts and nonstop social media tsunamis 
of truth, logic, commonsense and real nature 
science I exude.
 I have always believed that, though 
hunting, like everything else in life, isn’t 
for everybody, once the cloak of politically 
correct lies and toxic hunting-hating 
propaganda	 is	 pulled	 back	 in	 a	 fact	 filled,	
evidence saturated, passionate way, there are 
a lot more people in this world that would 
pursue and fall in love with this wonderful, 
natural hunting lifestyle than otherwise 
currently participate.
 I wish to sincerely thank everyone who 
have	so	blessed	me	and	fortified	me	with	their	
inspiring communications and positive energy 
all these years, and want you all to know how 
much I dearly appreciate such a connection.

 Now more than ever, with the abject 
and inescapable dishonesty and outright 
hate for all that we believe in and stand for, 
those of us who live this positive lifestyle 
must push harder, promote more effectively 
and raise more hell in order to counterpunch 
the waves against us.
I look forward to your communication on 
my facebook and elsewhere to continue to 
create the ultimate obstacle course for such 
negativity. Let us turn up the heat. Let us 
turn up the spirit. Let us shower the world 
with truth, logic, commonsense, goodwill 
and decency to crush the evil against us.
 Godspeed Spirit BloodBrothers of the 
Great Spirit of the Wild. It aint me. It’s us.

by:

TedNugent.com
or 

facebook.com/tednugent
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THE FIRST RULE OF TRAPPING SEASON: 
THERE IS NO END TO TRAPPING SEASON!
By Tim Kelley

“By failing to prepare, 
you are preparing to fail.”

- Benjamin Franklin
“Opportunity does not waste time 
with those who are unprepared.”

Idowu Koyenikan, Wealth for All: 
Living a Life of Success at the Edge 

of Your Ability

 The	two	quotes	that	appear	above	are,	
in the author’s opinion, excellent insights 
into the essential function that preparation 
plays in success. From the time we are 
young, most of us have the idea drilled into 
our heads that being prepared is one of the 
major keys to success in any activity we 
may choose to pursue. The same can be 
said of being prepared in terms of outdoor 
sports.	The	 deer	 hunter	will	 be	 quick	 to	
relate that bagging that monster buck in 
the fall is likely the culmination of many 
hours and days of preparation; planting 
and maintaining food plots, setting out 
trail cams, putting up tree stands, and 
the like. Likewise, the waterfowler 
will talk about the time spent rigging 
decoys, building and brushing blinds, 
and tuning calls that results in harvesting 
limits of ducks once the season rolls 
around. Trappers can attest to the fact that, 
in the sense that preparation is a prime 
determinant of success, trapping is no 
different than any other outdoor activity. 
 In order to write this article, I thought 
I’d canvas some members of the Board 
of Directors of the Illinois Trappers 
Association	to	find	out	what	some	of	them	
do to prepare for the season. In this way, 
I hope to provide a better look into the 
various activities in which trappers engage 
prior to the season to help ensure their fur 
sheds are full once the season ensues.
 Out of all the responses I received, 
the primary conclusion that can be 
reached is that the trapping season never 

really ends.  That is to say, once trappers 
reach the end of the season, most all of 
them immediately begin preparations 
for the next season. A common response 
to	 the	question	of,	“What	 is	one	of	 the	
first	 things	 you	 do	 to	 prepare	 for	 the	
season?” runs along the lines of, “The 
first	 thing	 I	 do…which	 commences	
right after the season ends…is to clean 
and separate my traps into those that are 
good to go and those that need repair.” As 
one	 might	 expect,	 equipment	 used	 in	
freezing, wet, muddy, and otherwise 
nasty conditions can become damaged, 
rusty, or in need of repair. Thus, most 
trappers	 find	 it	 imperative	 to	 keep	
their traps in the best working order, 
possible. After all, a trapper with faulty 
traps won’t be putting much fur in the 
shed come winter. Therefore, though 
some	 respondents	 identified	 this	 as	
one of their least-favorite preseason 
activities, most trappers use the off-
season to clean, repair, and modify traps 
to make sure they are ready to be put into 
use when the season starts. Repairing 
and modifying traps can be a big 
undertaking and often represents a very 
large preseason time investment.  
 One of the main steps to get traps 
ready for use involves dyeing and waxing 
them	so	that	they	are	more	camouflaged,	
water-resistant and operate smoothly. For 
trappers who employ more “traditional” 
methods, dyeing traps usually involves 
collecting black walnuts and boiling 
them in a vat or tub to create a dark 
dye. Then, traps are submerged in the 
dye until they take on the desired color. 
After dyeing, traps are dipped into a vat 
of hot wax and then hung up so that the 
extra wax drips off. This process can take 
several days depending on the number of 
traps processed. Though some trappers 
still enjoy using the “tried-and-true” 

method, development of compounds 
that can be mixed with boiling water or, 
in other cases, carbon-based fuels such 
as gasoline, have resulted in a much 
speedier dyeing process. Still, most of 
the trappers I surveyed claim that these 
steps take several days, at a minimum.
 Another very important activity 
all respondents engage in is landowner 
contact. Trappers typically spend many 
days	 confirming	 access	 to	 trapping	
ground, whether that be in making 
sure they still have access to previous 
properties or knocking on doors and 
making phone calls in pursuit of obtaining 
permission on new areas. In some urban 
interface areas (read as suburbs), this 
process is even more critical, as urban 
expansion results in the annual loss 
of some trapping ground. This forces 
trappers in these areas to double their 
efforts to continually look for new land 
to trap. However, even in rural areas, 
ownership changes can happen at any 

A Conibear trap undergoing modification. 
Photo by Dave Scifres
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least tidbits of wisdom that can help 
improve a trapper’s game.
 As the season gets even closer, most 
trappers commence what, according 
to the majority of my respondents, 
is their favorite preseason activity, 
scouting.  Trappers, like all outdoors 
folks, prefer to spend time in nature, so 
it is no surprise that this activity ranks 
so high on the list of favored preseason 
preparations.  Additionally, trappers 
noted that the weather is typically very 
nice at this time of year (early-to-mid 
fall), making these undertakings even 
more enjoyable. There is a long list of 
tasks that fall under of the umbrella of 
scouting: ground-truthing aerial photos 
on	 new	 and	 old	 properties	 to	 confirm	
access points, walking creeks to dig bait 
cubby holes and pre-bait them, setting 
out trap anchor stakes and cables, among 
them. Though these tasks can sometimes 
be arduous, experienced trappers strongly 
maintain that the hours and days spent 
on these activities before the season will 
pay great dividends. Most respondents 
said scouting and the various tasks that 
comprise this aspect can stretch out over 
several weeks to even a month’s worth of 
time, or more. Typically, scouting and its 
associated preparations run right up until 

the start of the season, so, once scouting 
is completed, trappers are ready to hit the 
trap line once opening day arrives.
 I hope this brief accounting of trapper 
preparations has given an insight into 
what trappers go through to be prepared 
for the season. While everyone is different 
in how they approach these aspects, all 
trappers must deal with them, regardless 
of if they are a “favored” activity or 
not. Any trapper with a few seasons under 
their belt will testify to the fact that being 
prepared is truly the only way to make 
sure the season gets off to a good start.

Tim Kelley is a District Wildlife 
Biologist with the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife 
Resources.

This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T). No additional reprints may occur 
without advance consent from IDNR 
Division of Wildlife Resources.

time, dictating that trappers must stay 
vigilant in their landowner relations in 
order to maintain trapping ground. Many 
of the respondents claimed this activity 
takes days to several weeks of their pre-
season preparation time and isn’t always 
their favorite thing to do. However, they 
also indicated that it is vitally important 
and can’t be neglected, especially since 
Illinois is over 90 percent privately-
owned and the vast majority of trapping 
occurring in our state is conducted on 
private ground.
 A common response, as well as one 
that	 was	 often	 identified	 as	 a	 favorite	
activity, is gathering any needed items at 
annual trapper conventions. Many times, 
this involves purchasing lures, baits, 
gloves,	skinning	and	fleshing	knives,	and	
any number of items a trapper might need 
for the upcoming season. Conventions 
are typically held from late spring 
until early fall, so trappers have ample 
opportunities to pick up anything they 
might be lacking.  In addition, this 
period allows trappers to pick up new 
items that might help improve their 
results. Trappers tend to be a gregarious 
lot, so conventions and rendezvous also 
allow for plenty of trading of tips, tricks, 
and tall tales; most of which contain at 

Beaver tracks on a sandbar can help inform 
trappers where to place their next trap. 

Photo by Dave Scifres.

Historically, walnuts were used to dye traps



EARLY SEASON MONSTER 
SOUTHERN MUSKIES

Hit the Lake Early for Toothy Tough Ones 
in the Cabin Fever Season

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

	 Southern	 fisheries	 offer	 the	 chance	 to	
shake off the dreaded effects of cabin fever 
and chase big tough predators. Places like 
Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee and Southern 
Illinois usually offer open water all year long, 
and the chance at big trophy caliber beasts 
along	with	peace,	quiet,	scenery,	wildlife,	and	
little	to	no	fishing	pressure.	For	tournaments,	
television shows and magazine work, 
we’ve traveled much of the United States 
and Canada, in pursuit of North America’s 
greatest freshwater predator. We’ve also been 
fortunate to call Illinois’ famous Kinkaid 
Lake our home water for most of our lives, 
where we guide charter trips for muskies 
from September through June.
 
*Extend Your Season
 We actually give the muskies a bit of 
a break in July and August on all southern 
waters, when its usually too hot to guarantee 
successful releases, and we switch mostly 
to	bass	 and	walleye	fishing	until	 the	waters	
cool again. But the plus side, is that our 
fishing	 calendar	 runs	 right	 through	 winter	
and early spring, when closed seasons and 
ice keep northern anglers from getting their 
slime	 fix.	Another	 huge	 plus	 is	 fishing	 pre	
spawn monsters. In winter and early spring, 
male muskies are typically thick and healthy. 
But the females are even bigger, fat with 
eggs, and the heaviest they will be all year 
long. This is the season of tanks! January, 
February,	March	and	the	first	half	of	April	are	
prime time for southern trophies.
 
*Factors For Success
  Many muskies never see a lure for 
weeks or even months at a time. So, when 
you put yours in front of a pair of jaws, 
there’s an increased likelihood it will elicit 
a response in the form of a follow or strike. 
Still, southern winters are often mild, and 
we’ve spent many a day catching muskies 
in t-shirts. During mild winters, or anytime 
southern regions receive extended periods of 

warmer weather, especially including plenty 
of sunshine, water temperatures rise, and 
muskies can put the feed bag on, producing 
hot wintertime angling. Big muskies are 
highly susceptible at this time, with warming 
waters	and	virtually	no	fishing	pressure.	Yes,	
even on beautiful warm southern winter days, 
you’re still unlikely to see many anglers, as 
most winterize and store their boats and gear 
during	this	season.	That’s	fine	with	us!	We’ll	
take	big	fish	and	an	empty	lake	anytime.
 
*Tactics & Techniques
 Warming periods can trigger aggressive 
behavior, but otherwise it’s still usually best 
to	 fish	 slow.	 Casting,	 trolling,	 and	 jigging	
presentations can all work well. Trolling 
covers open water well, with tight wiggling 
crankbaits such as the Super Ciscoe and Mag 
Shad,	 schooling	 baitfish	 style	 spinnerbaits	
like the Hatchet Shad and School N Shad, and 
flat	 sided	 minnow	 baits	 like	 Czars.	Winter	
trolling often mimics methods for walleyes 
more than those for muskies and pike but 
speeding up in early spring sometimes works 
well.	When	you	spot	clouds	of	baitfish	with	
large arcs around them on sonar, it’s always 
worth stopping to drop a spoon like a Rattlin’ 
Scale, a single blade spinnerbait such as a 
Hatchet Spin, or jig & plastic combo like an 
Esox Cobra Magnum and swimbait, to work 
up and down.
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Open water winter muskie fishing awaits 
anglers in the south.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, bass and billfish tournament champ and 
multiple circuit championship title holder, record holding guide, public speaker, award 

winning international writer and network TV & radio personality, and Owner of 
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media services, seminars, and guided trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, 

Mexico & Costa Rica at: www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 
618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: 

www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & 
www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors. 

 Casting is effective, especially when 
muskies are holding in and around cover. 
Southern muskies are more likely to utilize 
rock and wood cover than weeds in winter and 
early spring. Large beds of dead and decaying 
vegetation pull oxygen out of the water, 
making areas with little grass more attractive. 
Boulders, ledges, riprap, timber, stumps, and 
brush	 hold	 fish.	 Slow	 rolling	 skirted,	 long	
arm multiblade spinnerbaits is a deadly tactic. 
Wide swinging glider style jerkbaits can also 
be effective with a casting presentation. It 
never hurts to bump the cover either. Banging 
the nose of a lure into a rock or tree can trigger 
awe inspiring violent strikes!
 
*Boating & Safety
 Remember that in winter and sometimes 
also in early spring, you’re likely to never 
see another soul, especially during the week, 
and this can be a dangerous time. Make sure 
your boat, trolling motor, and outboard are 
all serviced and working well. We have the 
mechanics at Harrisons Sport Shop check 
our boats and motors each season, to keep 
them in peak running condition, something 
even more critical in the cold. As a former 
wilderness survival class instructor, it can’t 
be emphasized enough that you cannot count 
on technology.
  Cell phones are great, and should be 
carried on every trip, but they break, the 
batteries die, especially in cold weather, they 
get accidentally stepped on, or dropped in the 
water, and on remote sections of many waters 
they don’t get a signal at all. Even on some 
of the less remote waters with homes and 
marinas, many still have wilderness areas. 
Always	wear	a	life	vest	when	fishing	alone.	
In	addition	to	a	first	aid	kit	and	other	required	
safety	equipment,	keep	plenty	of	extra	warm	
clothes, insulated boots, and a rain suit on 
board, despite the forecast, along with food, 
water,	 and	 a	 flashlight.	We	 never	 launch	 a	
boat in winter without a good survival kit. It’s 
probably the most important thing to pack.
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 *Get Out There
 The only mistake is not taking the 
time to get out into God’s great outdoors to 
experience	the	wonder	and	magnificence	of	
the natural world, and the amazing creatures 
that call it home, like the muskie. In this 
fast paced and often hectic world of today, 
we can draw on these experiences in the 
wild, these experiences with wild creatures, 
to	 find	 the	 power	 that	 we	 need	 for	 living,	
until we can, once again, get back to the real 
world that we long for, the natural world 
that our souls cry out for every day that 
we’re away from it. It can be like the air in 
our lungs or the fuel in our tanks, restoration 
for the human heart. Don’t let life pass you 
by. You can kick that case of cabin fever, 
by	 chasing	 your	 favorite	 fish	 on	 southern	
waters this winter. Get out there…
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11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

Internationally renowned fishing pro & 
media personality Colby Simms caught this 
giant cold weather muskie on a CSO School 

N Shad at Kinkaid Lake.

Colby Simms Outdoors Pro Staffer Chris 
Shannon prepares to release a nice winter 
ski he caught on a Colby Simms Hatchet 

Shad in southern waters
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By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

THE ONE 
THAT GOT 
AWAY… 
ALMOST!

 As most of you know, each 
month I usually write about some 
topic	 that	 is	 fishing	 related.	 But	
like most of you, not only am I a 
Fisherman, but a Hunter as well! 
And this year’s Deer hunting season 
brought to an end an annual game 
of hide and seek between a wise old 
Whitetail Buck and yours truly. This 
story starts in 2017, the year that I 
first	 started	 hunting	 a	 nice	 8-point	
Buck that showed up on a trail 
camera picture on my family farm 
in eastern Knox County. I had seen 
the same deer the year before and 
commented then on his potential if 
he were to survive the next couple 
hunting seasons, and survive he 
did! As impressive as he was as 
a 1-1/2 year old, he truly started 
getting my attention in 2017 as a 
really nice 2-1/2 year old 8 point 
with long tines and a much wider 
rack. It was that season I decided 
if he was to walk near me I would 
consider harvesting him, but I was 
not so lucky as the only glimpses 
I had of him were from a distance 

further than my bow would shoot 
or	 across	 a	 field	 farther	 than	 my	
shotgun could accurately aim. Thus 
2017 ended with him still afoot and 
me again lamenting “If he only 
survives another year…”
 Fast forward to deer season 
2018. I anxiously placed my trail 
cameras out at the farm in mid-
summer and allowed them to sit 
untouched for a couple months 
before exchanging the SD cards 
just prior to Bow Season. I was 
excited to see a few pictures of my 
8 pointer in velvet and set about 
trying to pattern the buck. A really 
nice picture of him showed up 
near several ladder stand sites on 
November 1st and I was beginning 

to think this might just be the year! 
I managed to get a few looks at this 
magnificent	 animal	 again,	 noting	
how much he had grown both in 
body size and in antler length! 
Placing his age at 3-1/2 years, he 
was	 most	 definitely	 at	 the	 top	 of	
my hit list, but alas I would only 
manage to see him on camera and 
long after shooting hours. He had 
gone Nocturnal! I did manage to 
take a really nice 10 pointer that 
year during Firearm Season so he 
was safe yet again and I hoped he 
would again survive another year.
 Gun season had come to an end 
and I had yet to see my targeted 8 
pointer during daylight hours and 
gave up, resigning myself to the 
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fact that I may never get another 
look at him as some hunter was 
bound to take him out. I pulled the 
cameras that year in mid-December 
and was surprised to see a daytime 
picture of my 8 pointer dated 
December 4th and thought there 
just might be a chance for a late 
season encounter… but it wasn’t to 
be. And like the true Cubs Fan that 
I am, I resigned myself to the old 
saying,” Wait till next year!”
 2019 deer season couldn’t come 
soon enough and the 8 pointer had 
indeed survived yet another year to 
beguile me and show up on camera 
to tease me with glimpses of what 
could be if I was only lucky enough 
to get a shot! My buck now 4-1/2 
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years old had exploded into a 
bonafide	Wall	 Hanger	 and	 I	 made	
up my mind he would be mine! I 
had him patterned to a rather small 
100-acre area of my farm that had a 
small pond for a water source and 
several small woodlots to bed and 
hide in and abundant food sources 
both corn and beans nearby. 
 I was to get my shot on 
November	6th	of	2019	and	the	quest	
to harvest this massive buck was 
soon to be over. Sitting in a stand site 
overlooking	 a	 37-acre	 field	 next	 to	

the before mentioned pond, I heard a 
rustling in the waterway behind me 
and two does emerged from on a trail 
that	exited	into	the	field	right	beside	
me. Seconds later my buck stuck his 
head	out	into	the	field	edge	and	was	
going to follow the two does right 
past me at a distance of less than 10 
yards! I raised my Parker crossbow 
and took aim… full broadside and 
only 7 yards to my left! I slowly 
squeezed	the	trigger	and…	nothing!	
My crossbow trigger had seized up 
and	I	couldn’t	make	the	bow	fire	the	

January 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  29

Dec. 4th , 2018 Sept. 2019

BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad

Scimitar Oryx • Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics

FULL TIME OUTFITTER SINCE 1984
OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Member Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

ALL FREE RANGE HUNTS

bolt! I pulled the bolt from the rail 
and re-seated it into the rail and it still 
wouldn’t	fire!	I	had	to	sit	there	and	
watch my Dream Buck walk slowly 
away	following	two	does	up	the	field	
and out of view! I recall having a 
few choice words aloud that can’t be 
written here… I had him, and at less 
than 10 yards and still couldn’t seal 
the deal! I was beginning to believe 
this buck was placed on this Earth to 
only Tease and Frustrate me! 

 Surely there was no way a deer 
this big would manage to survive 
another day, let alone another 
year… the conclusion to this 
battle of Man versus Beast will be 
continued next month so be sure to 
hang in there and pick up you issue 
of ASO Magazine in February. Until 
then, Good luck, Good Hunting or 
Fishing, and hope to see you in the 
field	or	on	the	water	somewhere.
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 If you watch any of the outdoor TV 
channels showing the hunting of whitetail 
deer, elk, moose, wild boar, and many other 
species you already know the impact that the 
“fairer sex” is having on the hunting industry. 
I’m not sure what the politically correct term 
for these new hunters are; ladies, girls, females 
etc?. But they have made a tremendous 
impact	on	the	hunting	and	fishing	industry	in	
a positive manner. Certainly, most of those 
girls on the television shows are easier on the 
eyes than the hairy old hunters of the past but 
this effect is minor when considering the vast 
levels of enjoyment involved. Modern hunting 
gear and clothing have made a large place in 
the	marketing	fields	for	the	female	hunters. 
 I easily remember, during my early 
fishing	 career,	 a	 girl	 would	 show	 up	 to	
participate in one of the larger tournaments 
with mixed receptions. Most of the guys 
didn’t	mind	fishing	with	a	girl	for	an	eight-
hour tournament but some of them were very 
afraid of the results if their wives found out. 
I remember one Red Man event where a guy 
drew the girl for a partner and immediately 
stood	 and	 indicated	 to	 the	 official	 that	 he	
could	not	fish	with	a	girl.	The	official	said	it	
was either that or lose his entry. The angler 
said, “that’s cheaper than a divorce” and 
withdrew from the event. 
 Thank heavens those days are gone 
forever, and girls now make up a large 
portion of the population of many varied 

outdoor events. I found that when I was 
teaching	 fishing	 classes	 at	 the	 community	
college, the girls were the best students 
and learned better and faster than their 
male counterparts. They would listen, ask 
questions	 if	 they	 didn’t	 understand,	 and	
had	an	“easier	touch	and	feel”	when	finesse	
fishing.		The	guys	would	be	hesitant	to	ask	
questions	or	think	they	already	knew	it	all.	
 The hunting industry has evolved 
dramatically in the last few years especially 
in the archery world. Compound bows 
made a big difference in the abilities of a 
younger or smaller person to pull and hold 
the bow string on a bow capable of hunting 
use. The advent and approval of crossbows 
made	an	even	larger	influx	of	hunters	in	the	
fields.	 The	 younger,	 weaker,	 or	 physically	
impaired hunters could now participate on 
an	equal	level.	
 Similar to the archery industry, the 
firearm	 manufacturers	 soon	 found	 a	 large	
market among the younger hunters and 
the	 girls.	 Those	 old	 rifles	 simply	 weren’t	
made	 to	 fit	 smaller	 people.	 Stocks	 were	
refashioned and adjustable stock lengths 
and combs became commonplace. The 
barrels	 were	 fluted,	 reducing	weights,	 and	
calibers were rethought for many models. 
Where permitted, suppressors and muzzle 
breaks added to the recoil comfort. We now 
see some of the female participants using 
handguns	 very	 efficiently	 although	 this	
seems to be a smaller portion. 
 The clothing industry got on the 
bandwagon	 quickly	 and	 this	 may	 actually	
be the largest dollar volume change brought 
about by the girls and younger hunters. 
Quickly the television shows and large retail 
providers found a lucrative market for those 
new hunters and anglers. Mostly, the men 
were glad to provide warm and fashionable 
clothing for the new participants even if it 
meant	those	clothes	were	quickly	outgrown	
by the youngsters. The girls soon found the 
new fashions not only much prettier than the 
old “mans versions” but also much warmer. 
As usual the styles change and so must the 
clothing. Even the jewelry manufacturers 
got in on the market with all manner of 
earrings, and other pretties for the girls.   
 All of the above changes and 
improvements in our outdoor sports world 
are good for the economy on many levels. 
It’s astounding what positive effects the 
entire	 hunting,	 fishing,	 and	 outdoor	 sports	
markets brings into the economy. Not 
only those shown above, but in restaurant 
trade, lodging, travel, fuel, and in many 
other ways. Hunting as a family promotes 
much improved harmony and the shared 
successes are found in the meats enjoyed 
on the winter nights as well as improved 
bonding among all the ages and members 
involved. Promote the outdoor sports to all 
your friends, relatives, and neighbors. It’s a 
win-win solution to social distancing while 
building bonds among families and friends. 

It’s Health, Happiness, and Homemaking

GIRLS MAKING 
UP A LARGER 
PORTION OF 
THE HUNTING 
POPULACE
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JEFFERSON CITY, MO – 
Preliminary data from the Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
(MDC) shows that deer hunters 
in Missouri harvested 15,425 deer 
during the antlerless portion of the 
firearms	deer	season,	Dec.	4-6.	Top	
harvest counties were Callaway 
with 438 deer harvested, Morgan 
with 377, and Osage with 352.
 Last year’s antlerless-portion 
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harvest total was 10,597.
 “Much like the late youth 
portion	 of	 firearms	 deer	 season,	
Missouri deer hunters had some 
fantastic hunting conditions for 
the antlerless portion,” said MDC 
Cervid Program Supervisor Jason 
Isabelle. “Cool, crisp mornings 
were followed by comfortable 
afternoons with very light winds. 
Weather-wise, we couldn’t have 

asked for much better conditions 
this past weekend.”
 For current ongoing preliminary 
harvest totals by season, county, 
and type of deer, visit the MDC 
website at extra.mdc.mo.gov/
widgets/harvest_table/.
 For harvest summaries from 
past years, visit huntfish.mdc.
mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/
deer/deer-harvest-reports/deer-
harvest-summaries.
 Archery deer season runs 
through Jan. 15, 2021. The 
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alternative methods portion runs 
Dec. 26 through Jan. 5, 2021.
 Find more information on deer 
hunting from MDC’s 2020 Fall 
Deer & Turkey Hunting Regulations 
and Information booklet, available 
where hunting permits are sold and 
online at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/sites/
default/files/downloads/2020FDT.
pdf.
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WILDLIFE TRACKING PROGRAM HELPS 
MDC, PARTNERS CONTRIBUTE TO 
MIGRATORY BIRD RESEARCH ACROSS 
THE HEMISPHERE
By Jill Pritchard

JEFFERSON CITY, MO – Last 
year, the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) joined the 
Motus Wildlife Tracking System – 
an international network of receiver 
stations tracking the large-scale 
movements of birds, bats, and 
large insects. Through the Motus 
program, researchers across the 
western hemisphere can improve their 
understanding of migrant species that 
pass through or breed in Missouri. 
During 2020 fall migration, Motus 
receivers in Missouri detected 19 
Motus-tagged birds, most of which 
were originally tagged by researchers 
in Montana.

MOTUS WILDLIFE TRACKING 
SYSTEM
 Motus began in 2014 by Bird 
Studies Canada with other Canadian 
partners but has since spread rapidly 
to 31 countries across four continents. 
The tracking system works on a 
two-part basis: using nanotags and 
a collaborative system of receiver 
stations.	 Researchers	 fit	 birds	 with	
lightweight nanotags, or tiny radio 
transmitters, that send out radio 
signals coded to be detected on the 
Motus	frequency.	There	are	currently	
996 active Motus stations in the world, 
all	 listening	 on	 the	 same	 frequency.	
When	these	Motus-tagged	animals	fly	
within range of any Motus receiver 
along its migration route, the signal 
is detected and stored, or uploaded 
to the Motus website via an internet 
connection or the cellular network.
 “Motus is revolutionary because 
of its collaborative nature,” explained 
MDC State Ornithologist Sarah 
Kendrick. “We can learn so much 
more about long-distance migration 
together than separately. Using Motus, 

researchers are learning more and 
more about migration timing, routes, 
duration, and stop-over sites – all of 
which help us target conservation 
efforts for these species along those 
pathways.”
 To date, researchers have tagged 
nearly 25,000 individuals and more than 
230 species with nearly 900 partners 
and collaborators. To learn more about 
the program, visit motus.org.

MOTUS IN MISSOURI
 Despite the Midwest containing 
the Mississippi Flyway – a major bird 
migration route along the Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Lower Ohio Rivers 
– there are many gaps in the Motus 
network in the region.
 “Motus is expanding in the 
Midwest, but compared to the 

Northeast, we’re still a ‘black hole’ 
for Motus coverage,” noted Kendrick. 
“Missouri	 has	 quality	 and	 diverse	
habitat for birds at a major crossroads 
of the Missouri and Mississippi 
Rivers, which makes our state and 

MDC has joined the Motus Tracking 
Wildlife System to track the movements of 

migratory bird species as they pass through 
or breed in Missouri, such as this Common 

Nighthawk that was tagged in Montana 
at MPG Ranch Aug. 27 and detected in 

southwest Missouri Sept. 24 and 25. Photo 
courtesy of Kate Stone, MPG Ranch
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region an important thoroughfare for 
Motus tracking.”
 With the help of generous 
donations and partnerships with the 
Missouri Conservation Heritage 
Foundation, Burroughs Audubon 
Society, Greater Ozarks Audubon 
Society, Missouri Birding Society, St. 
Louis Audubon Society, Columbia 
Audubon Society, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the St. Louis Zoo, 
and others, Missouri has installed 
16 active Motus receivers. These 
receivers make up two latitudinal 
“digital fences” in the northern and 
southern portions of the state that 
contain diverse habitat and breeding 
grounds for many bird and bat species.
Since the installation of the Motus 
receivers in the last year, Missouri 
had three detections of Motus-tagged 
birds during spring migration and 
18 detections during fall migration. 
Species detected include Swainson’s 
Thrushes, Gray Catbird, and Common 
Nighthawk tagged in Montana and 
British Columbia, and a Mourning 
Warbler tagged in Colombia.
 “These detections show how Motus 
is only as strong as the investment 
made in it,” said Kendrick. “Filling 
gaps in coverage almost always leads 
to	new	and	inspiring	findings.”
 Last year, MDC and partners were 
awarded a U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service grant to place 12 new Motus 
stations in Missouri, Illinois, and 
Guatemala. Additionally, a multi-state 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service grant 
was submitted in June with MDC as 
the lead entity to purchase and place 
a further 59 new Motus receivers (48 
to be placed in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio and 11 in Mexico, 
Costa Rica, and Colombia) on stop-
over sites and wintering grounds of 
many migratory species.
 “The ornithological community 
knows relatively little about the 
migratory pathways of our smalls 
birds and their survival on that 
journey and over the winter,” 
Kendrick said. “One-third of the birds 
that breed in Missouri leave the U.S. 
in the non-breeding season for up to 
eight months of the year! We cannot 
ignore the threats that these species 
face beyond our borders – especially 
when many populations are declining 
precipitously. Tracking will help bird 
conservation partners further pinpoint 
conservation efforts where they’re 
needed most.”
 To learn more about Missouri’s 
role in the Motus Wildlife 
Tracking System, visit the MDC 
website at https://short.mdc.
mo.gov/Zbn and in this Missouri 
Conservationist magazine article.
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COLD WEATHER 
AND YOUR DOG- 
HOW TO KEEP 
HIM SAFE
By Bill Cooper

 It is true. A dog is man’s best 
friend. Ever since dogs were 
domesticated, they have been making 
great	sacrifices	for	their	owners.	Dogs	
will go to great lengths to please 
their owners including subjecting 
themselves to extreme weather 
conditions. When does cold become 
dangerous to a dog’s wellbeing? 
 First realize that all dogs are not 
created	equal.	Temperatures	that	feel	

Gateway
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balmy to one dog may send another 
to seek shelter. Several variables may 
affect how dogs respond to cold.
 Coat type is an important factor 
to consider. Dogs with thick, double-
layered coats, like Huskies, Labs and 
Newfoundlands, will be the most 
cold-tolerant. Most cold tolerant 
breeds were developed in Northern 
climates and may have other physical 
and psychological traits that allow 
them to thrive in frigid temperatures. 
On	 the	 flip	 side	 of	 the	 coin,	 dogs	
with thin coats, like, Greyhounds and 
chihuahuas, will suffer most during 
cold weather.
 Coat color also affects a dog’s 
tolerance of colder weather. During 
clear days, dogs with darker coats will 
absorb	 significantly	 more	 heat	 than	
dogs with light colored coats.
 Other factors affecting tolerance 
of cold conditions include size, 
weight, conditioning, age and health. 
Small dogs have larger surface to 
volume ratios. The smaller the dog 
the more skin they have in relation to 
their insides through which they lose 
heat. The bottom line is that small 
dogs	generally	get	cold	quicker	than	
big dogs. 
 Body fat is a great insulator. Hefty 
dogs stay warmer than skinny dogs. 
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However, the health risks of being 
overweight far outweigh warmth 
benefits.	So	do	not	fatten	your	dog	up	
for winter, so to speak.
 Conditioning and acclimatization 
play an important role in how dogs 
handle the cold, too. Being healthy and 
in good physical shape is an advantage 
when cold weather strikes. Gradual 
increases in colder temperatures gives 
dogs the opportunity to acclimatize as 
well. Forty degrees in October is less 
tolerable than 40 degrees in April.
 Very young, very old, and sick dogs 
are not as capable to regulate their body 
temperatures as healthy dogs in their 
prime. It reasons then that they need 
more protection from the cold.
 Temperature as shown on 
a thermometer is not the only 
environmental factor that affects how 
dogs feel the cold. Wind chill is a major 
concern as to how dogs handle cold. 
A brisk breeze can cut right though 
a	dog’s	coat	and	quickly	decrease	 its	
ability to insulate and protect itself 
against the cold.
 Dampness in the form of rain, 
snow, sleet, heavy fog, or going for 
a swim, soaks through the fur and 
can	quickly	chill	a	dog	even	if	the	air	
temperature is not particularly cold.

 Cloudy days block the sun and 
keep dogs from soaking up the 
warmth. Watch for signs of chilling.
	 If	 a	 dog	 is	 quite	 active	 while	
outside, it may very well generate 
enough heat to keep warm, in spite of 
cold temperatures.
 Generally, people tend to think 
dogs are tougher than they really are. 
This is especially true of owners of 
hunting breeds. Temperatures usually 
do not become a problem until they 
drop below 45 degrees. Cold sensitive 
dogs will begin to suffer at this point. 
At 32 degrees owners of small dogs, 
dogs with thin coats, and young, old, 
or sick dogs should pay close attention 
to their wellbeing. Temperatures below 
20	degrees	should	raise	red	flags.	Dog	
owners need to be aware that their dogs 
could develop cold weather health 
problems like hypothermia or frostbite.
 One of the best ways to monitor 
your dog’s when it is cold is to keep a 
sharp eye on their behavior. If you see 
your dog shivering, acting nervous or 
anxious, whining, slowing activity, 
searching for a warm spot, or holding 
its	paws	up,	it	is	definitely	time	to	take	
them inside.
 Above all don’t forget that your 
dog is your best friend. It gives you its 

best every day of its life. You should do 
the same for it. It takes a commitment 
to continually pay attention to your 
dog’s wellbeing. Establishing routines 
for feeding, watering and medicating 
as soon as you bring a dog home 
will ensure your continued attention 
to detail. The rewards will be a 
healthy and happy dog and a long and 
rewarding relationship.
 Take extra precautions with 
hunting breeds during cold weather. 
They are expected to be out in harsh 
conditions. Keeping them warm will 
keep them functional. Invest in a good 
dog vest for cold temperatures. Most 
will	 help	 with	 floatation,	 too,	 which	
helps dogs retrieving in cold water to 
conserve energy and stay warmer.
 Once your dog returns from a 
water retrieve watch it closely. Vests 
are good, but make sure the dog has 
protection from the wind via a box, 
or protected area in the boat or blind. 
In extreme temperatures, taking along 
towels	to	dry	your	dog	quickly	is	good	
insurance. A wool blanket is a prize 
and could be important to both of you 

in an emergency situation.
 I have a Labs, BJ, that spends 
most of his time outdoors. However, 
he has learned that when temperatures 
drop, he is welcome inside. Should 
I become lax with my judgment, he 
scratches at the door as a reminder. 
 As I write, BJ is piled up on a blanket 
in	 front	 of	 the	 fireplace.	 He	 definitely	
takes advantage at times. Remember, 
never spoil your huntin’ dog.
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Lauren Rogalla with her first deer. She was using a 
Thompson Center Arms .50 Cal, Federal Primers, 

150 GR Hodgdon Triple Seven Pellets. 
The deer was harvested in Wayne County, IA. 

Thanks to ASO Writer Dan Galusha for sharing this photo.



  Thank the Lord, 2020 is behind 
us now and on to 2021 we go.  I think 
all of us are accepting the calendar 
change with open arms and hoping 
for a better year than the last.  What a 
great time of year for us outdoorsmen 
to start looking at the calendar and 
start planning some outings.  With 
a lot of people being cooped up this 
last year, it’s time to start hooking 
some boats up to some trucks and 
get out exploring!  There is nothing 
I love more than picking out an all 
new	area	to	fish.		I	will	spend	hours	
online researching the lakes and the 
aquatic	studies	that	have	been	made	
available to read online.  After I binge 
research	for	weeks,	I	will	finally	pick	
a destination and the trip is set up.  
These	fishing	expeditions	have	been	
some of the best times of my life.  I 
have	 been	 on	 so	many	 fishing	 trips	
and made many memories of them 
all, though one trip so far trumps 
them all and will be one of the top 
ones for the rest of my life!
 It all started back when I was in 
6th grade.  My parents were hinting 
around about planning a big vacation 
for the family but were playing hard 
to get with the details.  A few years 

before, my grandparents surprised 
my cousins, my sister, and myself 
with a trip to Disney World.  Suppose 
to be the ultimate place for a kid my 
age but all it did was stress me out.  
Between the huge crowds, the never-
ending lines, and the outrageous heat, 
it just wasn’t for me.  “What were 
they up to?”, I kept thinking until the 
day they sprung their idea on us.  My 
dad broke the news to me with the 
idea that would shape one of the best 
trips I have ever been on.  Folks, we 
were getting ready to plan a trip to 
head	CANADA	bound!		I	have	fished	
our local area here in Illinois, and our 
annual spot in northern Wisconsin, 
but never anything like this.  My 
father was taken many times to 
Canada as a kid by his uncle, Antone 
Rupe.  I heard the stories a million 
times about the same resort they went 
to, the seclusion, and of course the 
amazing	 fishing.		
It sounded like 
paradise to a kid 
like me, and a 
hell of a lot better 
than Disney!
 The trip to 
Ontario was 

booked and I couldn’t wait for my 
time north of the border.  The crew 
consisted of my dad’s cousins Mike, 
Tony, John, my dad’s aunt Charlotte, 
Tony’s son Scott, my parents, my 
sister, and myself.  The awesome 
part of this crew was that my dad’s 
cousins and his aunt’s husband were 
the ones that used to go to Canada 
when they were all kids.  
 In the family RV, we were 
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Phone: 815-257-4088 • Muskymob2019@gmail.com

BOOK YOUR SPOT IN MY BOAT TODAY!

My Dad, Antone, Mike, Tony and John in 1976.



SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICESSPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

ORDER YOUR 
NEW 2021

BOAT TODAY!

NON-TRADITIONAL 
BOAT SHOW IN 
FEBRUARY… 
NO MATTER 
WHAT THE 

SHOW 
WILL GO ON!

2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com
esmboats@aol.com

SEE US ON FACEBOOK!
“Lowe supports the Military.”

Military discount on all boat packages.

 2020 Roughneck 2070sc

All New Lowe Painted Skorpion 17’ with
25HP $14,999. PERFECT SANGCHRIS SPECIAL!

northbound and down just like the 
Griswolds heading for Wally World 
with an 18-19-hour drive ahead of 
us.  Things were pretty smooth on the 
stateside but once we were across the 
border is when things got interesting.  
My father was told about a shortcut 
that would cut some miles off our 
trek.  Well, who could argue against 
that? So we chose to try it and what a 
deal that was.  We were driving down 
good black top roads and things were 
going great until we saw the blacktop 
road transition into gravel in an area 
so desolate that you couldn’t even 
get a radio station to come in.  You 
couldn’t make this stuff up!  But it 
didn’t stop us.  After many dusty 
miles and some interesting language, 
we had arrived at Trout River Lodge, 
located just north of Ear Falls on 
the beautiful Trout River.  The river 
connected us to many acres of water 
and many different lakes.  Not long 
after settling in, we were heading 
down the river to Bruce Lake.
 Our clan consisted of 3 boats, 
so we all decided to start trolling 
for walleyes to cover some water.  
It wasn’t long and we had found 
more	 fish	 than	 I	 could	 imagine.		
Before this trip, I thought an 18-

inch walleye was big; but after the 
first	day	with	many	mid	20	inches	in	
the net, I was hooked on this place.  
Every	night	we	had	a	fish	fry	and	sat	
on the front porch overlooking the 
water.  A lot of great conversations 
(and beverages for the adults) 
were had while overlooking some 
of God’s greatest landscape.  The 
resort owner even set us up with 
some frozen cisco to use with a live 
bait rig off our dock that produced 
some massive northern.  Imagine 
a 12-year-old and a 16-year-old 
with no technology whatsoever 
and loving every minute of it.  For 
my whole family, it was heaven on 
earth!
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Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting PreserveDoctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
• Upland Game Bird Hunting At Its Best
• Guide & Dog Available
• Excellent Quail and Pheasant Hunting
• Over 500 acres of corn
• Southern Illinois Habitat

DEAN DOCTORMAN, OWNER
104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992

Located 3 Miles West of Jct. 37 & 169 or 4 Miles 
East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.

Quail & Pheasant Hunting • October 1 thru April 15

(618) 845-3367

MIDSOUTH TACKLEMIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

 128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…

www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp

Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
Made for Fishermen by Fishermen for 32 Years!

 Sadly, every good thing comes to 
an	end,	and	we	were	about	finishing	
up our week.  We decided on our last 
day	 that	 we	 would	 do	 a	 fly-in	 to	 a	
remote lake in the same aircraft that 
flew	my	dad	when	he	was	a	kid.	 	 It	
was truly remarkable being on a 
body of water that hasn’t seen much 
human	traffic.		The	lone	complaint	I	
had after being in Canada for a week 
was	 the	 only	 thing	we	 ate	 was	 fish	
and potatoes 3 meals a day.  We were 
in luck though.  On our last night 
there, my dad’s cousin Mike made 
spaghetti and meatballs with garlic 

bread on the side, and I’m here to tell 
you it may have been the best meal of 
my life!
 The trip was so awesome, and I’m 
so thankful that my parents provided 
me with such an experience.  I highly 
suggest a trip like this, life is short- 
get out and enjoy it!  We already 
have plans to take my two sons once 
they’re old enough.  Maybe someday 
they will be telling stories from our 
trip together to their kids.  Happy 
New Year’s Everyone!

Sadly everyone from first picture but great uncle Antone. 
We gained his wife Charlotte on this trip in 2004!

The view from our dock on Trout River



Area Sportsman Bar
• PIZZA • ICE • CARRY OUT • OPEN 7 DAYS •

Every Tuesday $2.00/Can
Welcome Bikers,

Poker Runs

SEE OUR BIG TROPHIES!

Trading PostTrading Post

On West Center St.
Oakford, IL 62673

Owner: Tim Wallace

217-635-5392

 Here we are with Cabin Fever 
going into Cabin Fever season!  Many 
of us have put off things in our lives 
for what started off as 2 weeks and 
now is approaching 9 months.  People 
have put off or been put off for their 
health care needs and may not be 
as healthy as when they started off 
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woods.		Being	outside	has	benefits	to	
the brain similar to meditation.  If you 
live in the city even the green areas 
the city planners have designed have 
positive	benefits	to	your	health.		Plan	a	
garden for 2021!  Research shows that 
a workout outside has a more positive 
impact to the body than working out 
at an indoor gym.
 BE CHARITABLE WITH 
YOUR TIME:  Volunteering has 
a positive affect by increasing self-
confidence,	 self-esteem,	 and	 general	
wellbeing.  Lending a helping hand 
boosts mental health and leads to a 
longer life. While you make other 
people happy you gain happiness.
 BE MINDFUL:  Focus on the 
present and not on what has happened 
or potentially what will happen.  The 
present is where changes can be made.  
Being mindful is taking that second to 
think about what is going to come out 
of your mouth.  When you don’t know 
what to say, “ok”. Being mindful helps 
to see our true self and can keep your 
mind from wondering.  Being mindful 
will decrease your stress.
 BE HAPPY:   For some it may be 
hard	to	 just	be	happy.	 	The	first	start	
is to just crack a smile. Being happy 
is healthy and can decrease heart 
disease.  This is thought to be due to 
the chemicals released when we feel 
happy.  The chemical release starts 

Contact me to see if Direct Care is right for you.
DRU D. HAUTER, MD

217-632-6236 • drdru@cidirectcare.com 
1411 N. Kickapoo St. Suite 105 • Lincoln, Illinois 62656

Learn more at cidirectcare.com

TREAT
YOURSELF!
By Dr. Dru Hauter, MD

2020.  My Son and daughter-in-law 
had to change their wedding plans 
and postpone their reception twice!  
I know it stressed them out.  We all 
know someone who has been severely 
ill or died from Covid.  So how do we 
move forward? How do we maintain 
our immune system and cope with 
this crazy world?  We must start with 
taking care of ourselves!  Let’s talk 
about science proven ways to improve 
your health by Treating Yourself.

                                                        
 GO OUTSIDE:  Get off the 
couch, leave the mask and enjoy the 

even with just a smile.
 MEDITATE:  This is probably 
the fastest self-help as it only takes 
a few minutes. Meditation decreases 
stress and leads to emotional stability 
and a sense of peace.  The few minutes 
meditating	has	lasting	benefits.
 DANCE: It does not just 
burn calories but decreases risk of 
dementia.  Dancing increases the brain 
chemicals that increase happiness and 
self-worth.    So, turn up that favorite 
song and just jam.  Listening to 
music that stimulates or brings back 
a memory improves your mood and 
again decreases heart disease.  Do it, 
just dance like no one is watching.
 EAT MORE FRUITS AND 
VEGGIES: Berries can increase brain 
health and Peppers can decrease risk of 
Parkinson’s disease.  Veggies and fruits 
have	nutritional	benefits,	fiber	benefits	
and	caloric	benefits.		Studies	show	that	
Mom was right, and people are happier 
when eating fruits and vegetables.
 RETAIL THERAPY:  A study 
from 2011 says that buying new 
clothes improves your mood.  Buy 
something for yourself using your 
money wisely will increase the 
chemicals that make you happy.
A physician told me that retail therapy 
makes you healthy, but that physician 
was my wife so I cannot verify that 
source as accurate!

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530

eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731



On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
Family Fun  • Reunions

Business Meetings • New Rooms

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com

217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!
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 BE ROMANTIC: Spending time 
with a loved one, being romantic and 
cuddling	all	lead	to	significant	health	
benefits.		If	that	leads	to	sex	then	the	
benefits	 are	 even	 more;	 improved	
immune system, decreased stress, 
burning calories, decreased pain and 
lower blood pressure.
 READ A BOOK:  Reading a 
book can help decrease dementia.  
Reading	 fiction	 improves	 creativity	
and open mindedness. Sleep is 
improved and reading can make one 
more empathetic. 
 LAUGH OUT LOUD: LOL! 
Laughter really is the best medicine.  
Laughing improves mental and 
physical health.  It can be good for 
the heart.  Laughing with others 
helps build relationships that also can 
improve longevity.  

and cholesterol are lowered and lead 
to decrease in heart disease.  The 
“feel good” chemicals released from 
exercise can lower chronic pain.  
 DO YOGA:  Yoga reduces stress, 
depression and anxiety.  Yoga can 
boost energy levels and improves 
sense of well-being.  Yoga is low 
impact and can be an alternative 
exercise for people that cannot do 
higher impact exercise.
 GO ON VACATION:  Get away 
from work and unwind.  Visiting a new 
place increases creativity. Cancelling 
a planned family vacation has been 
shown to increase heart disease in 
both men and women. Turn off that 
phone and computer and ignore your 
emails.  Turn off the negative news.  
We all need a break.
 Life is hard so treat yourself 
when you can.  If you want to change 
something about yourself get started and 
just do it.  Do not have the guilt from not 
doing something as that is the past.

Dru Hauter, MD is an avid outdoorsman 
and a native of Central Illinois. He is the 
physician at Central Illinois Direct Care 
in Lincoln, Illinois and can be reached 

through his website cidirectcare.com at 
drdru@cidirectcare.com or 217.632.6236.

 PRIORITIZE YOUR SLEEP:  
Not getting enough sleep can lower 
your immune response and increase 
hunger and carbohydrate intake. This 
can lead to weight gain and increased 
risk of diabetes.  Losing sleep can 
lower productivity and make the mind 
less sharp.
 LOOK AT SOMETHING 
CUTEThat “Aww” moment when 
looking at a cute baby or fury 
animal	 picture	 has	 health	 benefits	
that can actually improve your focus 
and productivity. Having pictures 
decorating your cubicle should be 
supported by your boss.
 DECLUTTER:  Clutter increases 
stress and promotes disorganization.  
Working through the pile of papers and 
putting away the piles of clothes can 
promote cheer and calm.  Decluttering 
improves productivity.
 EXERCISE:  Even just walking 
burns calories, improves mood and 
decreases anxiety.  Blood pressure 

6771 State Hwy 42/57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Call for pricing & instructions Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Central

Email: yostfur@gmail.com

920-743-7162  • www.yostfurdressing.com

Hair-on Deer Hides $99.50
Natural Buckskin $79.50

HIPPO | RHINO | ELEPHANT | CAPE BUFFALO
ALLIGATOR | CROCODILE AND MANY OTHERS

CUSTOM LEATHER & HAIR-ON TANNING
MOOSE | DEER | ELK | COW | BUFFALO 
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TOM’S BAIT SHOP

Live Bait • Tackle • Boating 
Accessories

Local Fishing Information

403 Walnut St. • Beardstown, IL 62618
Walking Distance from Beardstown Marina!

(217) 323-BAIT

WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

WHAT A 
STRANGE 

YEAR!

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES
	 January	2021	is	finally	here,	and	I	
sure hope it turns out better than 2020. 
Wow what a weird, terrible year! I want 
to take my hat off to the tournament 
directors across America from the 
Major Leagues down to the local level 
for their hard work in making sure the 
tournaments got rescheduled and we 
got	to	fish!	
 A tournament director has to be a 
special person, and everyone is there to 
critique	their	move.	But	I	can	tell	you	if	
you have never been in their position, 
then you don’t have a clue. Just putting 
a schedule together is a job in its own 
right, but this year having to reschedule 
in midterm had to be a nightmare, and 
they did an outstanding job to get the 
tournaments in. Here are just a few of 
their problems, you don’t just show up 
and have a tournament. First you have 

all the trails’ schedules to go over, so 
try as may you don’t schedule on top of 
someone else. Second in most places’ 
permits	are	usually	required,	and	third	
securing a launch site that’s available. 
Then they have to set up site and after 
the tournament is over scores tallied 
and checks awarded and then they have 
to dismantle everything! I won’t even 
mention the phone calls every night 
from	fisherman	that	have	never	run	an	
organization that think they know it 
all! Many countless hours spent so we 
can	show	up	and	fish,	and	very	little	if	
any money made on the local level! So 
now I’m off my soap box, so one more 
time thank you for a job well done!
 Now, back to January and it’s cold 
weather	fishing!	It	has	always	been	my	
recommendation	 for	 most	 fisherman	
that this is a great time of the year to 
pack up your Nitro with Zoom plastics 
and	head	south	to	fish	Florida	or	Texas.	
Because your chance of catching a 
trophy bass and having warm weather 
are pretty dang good! Some of my 
favorite	 techniques	 are	 Old	 Monster	
worms	Texas	rigged,	flipping	a	Z	craw,	
working a Fluke, a Carolina rigged 
8 inch Zoom lizard, a drop shot on 
a	 finesse	 worm	 or	 using	 the	 Zoom	
Zlinky wacky style or on a shaky head 
and they will produce for you. There 
are	a	lot	of	great	fisheries	in	these	two	
states that harbor big bass.  In Florida 
you have Okeechobee, Harris Chain, 
Toho, Kissimee , stick marsh and a 
ton of other small lakes that rarely get 
fished.		In	Texas	you	have	Lake	Fork,	
Sam Rayburn, Toledo Bend, Amistad 
and	a	lot	of	other	good	trophy	fisheries.
 This time of year, I have found 
when visiting these lakes that if the 
weather is decent the bass will be on 
the move looking for bedding areas 
or bedding. You can move right along 

with	your	fishing	when	using	moving	
baits. If a front comes through, then 
you	want	to	slow	way	down	and	flip	Z	
Craw’s in the thicker cover or work the 
Zlinky	very	slowly.	If	you	find	fish	in	
the grass put your Power Poles down 
and work the area very slowly.  As the 
bass tend to be in schools and there 
might be, or they will be a lot of grass 
and	one	little	area	can	hold	fish!
	 When	 fishing	 in	 Florida,	 always	
fish	the	leeward	side	of	the	lake.	Now	
if the wind is blowing, even if you 
caught	fish	the	day	before	and	the	wind	
blows in on your area you can forget 
it as the sand gets stirred up the bass 
shut down. If the wind blows on the 
east side and the water is dingy and 
it switches to the opposite direction, 
where it was dingy the clear water will 
come out of the grass and reeds and the 
bass will move out 
to the edges with it. 
Now on the Texas 
lakes the bass will 
cooperate better on 
the windy side as 
the shorelines are 
not usually sandy 
so	you	want	to	fish	
the windy side, 
Another reason 
in the winter 
time the warmest 

water will be on the windy side of the 
lake. I have seen as much as an 8 to 
10-degree difference overnight if the 
wind changes.  This can be huge in 
your efforts to catch bass!
 The above applies to anywhere 
from California to Florida if you have 
mild weather. So, go visit Bass Pro 
Shops load up on tackle and get on the 
water, the big one is waiting on you!
 I also want to thank Mercury for the 
250	HP	L	Pro	XS	four	stroke	with	torque	
master that was installed on my Tracker 
Marine Nitro Z20. It is an awesome 
motor, without a doubt the fastest, 
best	 hole	 shot,	 quietest,	 and	most	 fuel-
efficient	motor	I	have	ever	run.					
 Please visit Hendrick.Cars.Com 
for a fantastic tow vehicle. May God 
bless you, your family and the men and 
women that serve our country!

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk

Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com
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140 S. Seminary St. • Galesburg, IL 61401

Phone 309-342-5800
www.simpsonltd.com • Hours: Tues. - Sat. 1-6

10,000
Gun

Inventory!

WANTED:
Any 

Collector 
Firearm

1 or 1,000!

THROUGH THE YEARS   by Dan Gapen, Sr.

 Through the years Gapen’s have 
come up with numerous ‘Firsts’ in 
the	 fishing	world.	 Don	Gapen,	 Dan’s	
father, created the Original Muddler® 

Fly	in	1936;	Dan	Sr.	the	first	snag-free	
sinker called the Bait Walker®, then the  
snag-free Ugly Bug® Jig in  1966,  and 
then the SLIP-n-Lock®	 float,	 a	 float		
which can be used  stationary  or as 
a	 	 slip	float	and	has	a	fiberglass	 stem	
, which also carries a warranty against 
breakage.	This	float	is	the	first	to	carry	
such a warranty.  
	 Gapen’s	 created	 the	 first	 rear-
spinnered jig called Spin Bee® in 2017 
and became its leading seller in 2019.  
 The word PLUS was brought to 
the	fishing	world	by	Gapen’s	when	Bill	
Scifres  ( outdoor  writer ) and George 
Emmelman (company Salesman)  
along with the Monroe Reservoirs’ 
Manager took shelter in a outhouse 
from a heavy rain storm. Dan was 
seeking out a name for the company’s 
Hairy Worm® lure when a jig spinner 
was attached; they all agreed to call it 
a Hairy Worm PLUS. Bill Scifres was 
the man who said “just use the word 
‘PLUS.” Two years later Alka Seltzer 
used the word PLUS on its product. 
The word PLUS became generic and 
was never registered.
 Gapen’s also brought the boat 
maneuvering called ‘SLIPPING’ to the 
fishing	world;	a	technique	which	helps	
the	 fisherman	 control	 their	 watercraft	

easier and 
work the 
s h o r e l i n e s 
of any river. 
S L I P P I N G 
also forces 
the angler 
to present 
their lure 
in a natural 
f a s h i o n 
getting the lure to come deep with the 
current the way food is presented with 
current to river species.
 However, Gapen’s lure which wins 
the volume contest is the Freshwater 
Shrimp®. In nine years Gapen’s have 
sold seven million of this jig; most 
of these in the 1/64 oz. Deadly on 
Bluegill, Pumpkin Seed, Trout, and 
1/32 oz., a heavy hitter on Crappie, 
Perch,	Rockbass,	and	Whitefish.	In	the	
1/16 oz., 1/8 oz., and ¼ oz. Gapen’s 
have constructed a jig made of feather 
and maribou. Currently, the ONLY 
commercially constructed maribou jig 
in the US market.
 Back in the late 1940’s Don 
Gapen,	 Dan’s	 father	 created	 the	 first	
inline spinnered lure, the Nepag. It was 
the forerunner of the Paul Bunyan 66 
and the Lake Erie Dearie.
 There were many more lures, 
some good, some not so good, some 
only naturally good. Rigs such as the 
Poorman’s Downrigger®, Long Wire 

Baitwalker, the Slip®, Hairy Worm, the 
Bottom Bouncer, the Bait Walker Plus, the 
Weedcutter™, the Flub Dub, the Walkin’ 
2-Pop™ the Fish Fry™ and the Flicker™, 
each a product of hours of research.
 One, the Muddler Jig®, has been 
brought back in 2018 because of the 
requests	by	those	who	fish	Smallmouth	
Bass and Rock Bass as well as Trout 

and Salmon. Gapen’s continue to 
throughly research any lure they bring 
to the market. In many cases they’ll 
spend 36 months of testing a new lure. 
Once in a while, such as the case with 
the Muddler Jig®, public pressure 
forces Gapen’s to reissue a lure to the 
market. As the saying goes ‘If it swims 
with	fin’s	Gapen	lures	will	catch	it’!

 Slip-n-lock Floats

Muddler Fly

Freshwater Shrimp



ADJUSTING 
THE DATES
By Daniel Vinovich

 It’s 80 degrees in November and 
December.  The ducks are hung up, not 
much of a migration.  The whitetails 
are not moving much during the hot 
daylight hours.  
 Last December, you only got 
in a couple good weeks of duck 
shooting.  The warm temps kept 
the whitetails off the food plots and 
the geese up north.  Warm and wet 
seemed to have been the norm for the 
last couple of hunting seasons.  Is it 
global warming, or just a trend? 
 I can remember in my youth, the 
measurable snows by Thanksgiving 
and frozen lakes by the end of 
November. Now, December is a wet, 
nasty month in the Midwest. Ninety 
percent of the lakes are open, and 
the	fields	are	mud.	At	first,	you	fight	
the mud and damp warm air. You set 
your decoys and spend endless hours 
in the deer stand with a wet butt. Our 
calendars were set by our dads and 
grandpas. We religiously follow these 
family dates because it’s what we have 
always done.  Holidays were spent in 
the goose pit chasing pheasants and 
quail	or	even	ice	fishing.		
 Well, my friends, if you are 
still following this calendar, you’re 
probably watching barren skies, 
muddy	corn	fields	and	soft	water.		The	
Midwest calendar has changed.  For 
some, the better.  For me, the worst.  I, 
for one, don’t like change.  I string 
my duck decoys on the same date. I 

plant my butt in the deer stand on the 
same	dates	and	I	fill	my	pit	with	goose	
decoys on the same date.  In fact, 
I mark these dates on my monthly 
calendar right after the spring turkey 
season for the upcoming fall.  These 
dates stand as a shining light that gets 
me through the hot, muggy months of 
summer,	 longing	 for	 that	first	killing	
frost and the sound of combines 
picking	the	fields.		
 However, the last couple of 
years,	 the	 first	 hard	 frost	 came	
well into November or December, 
not on October 15, like my book 
says.  The ducks don’t get here until 
late December, but my book says 
November 12.  The geese, well, 
they just don’t come this far south 
anymore, but my book says December 
15.  Mother Nature is evidently not 
paying attention to my damn book!  I 
am tired of the preverbal phrase “not 
bringing home the bacon.”
 So, last fall, I started to accept 
the change in climate.  But this 
year, I even changed the dates in my 
book.  November brings hunting the 
rut no matter how hot and crappy it is. 
Instead of chasing ducks that are not 
here, I have backed off winterizing 
the boat and stowing the tackle for 
a	 few	 last	 panfish	 trips.	 These	 trips	
have rivaled my normal springtime 
trips	 in	 sheer	 numbers.	 The	 fish	
were hungry and biting. I moved my 
mallard shooting from November to 
December.  With afternoons getting 

Get your BEST deal from S&R Marine . . . Give Darin a Call Today!

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
srmarine2730@att.net • www.SR-Marine.com
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Walt Davis and myself with a 
late season three man limit of Mallards 

(cameraman included).

into the 60-degree range on some 
December afternoons, I have spent 
them chasing muskies on the lake or 
sauger	on	the	river.	I	even	tried	to	find	
some of the fall wild mushrooms. I 
have decided I need a better ID book 
and a little help since I did not trust 
anything, I found to be eatable. Instead 
of stocking the goose pit with heaters 
and decoys by December 10, I don’t 
start stocking it until Christmas in 
hopes that Wisconsin and Chicago 
get some big snows to drive the geese 
south in January.  
 If the trend continues, I stock it 
just for the hopes that January brings at 
least one hard freeze and the local geese 
move to the cooling plants, deeper 



 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATSBLOOMINGTON MEATS

PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!

lakes and provide a couple weeks of, 
at best, moderate shooting. I have kept 
my bow hunting packs ready for the 
late season. The 2nd rut, as I call it, has 
been better than the November 1st date 
the last couple of years that we all mark 
on are calendar coming in a week or 
so before Christmas. The scrapes were 
active and bucks I had previously only 
seen on camera at night earlier in the 
season were active during shooting 
hours.  I have also spent a few days 
in December chasing and trapping 
coyotes, something that we desperately 
need	to	help	the	turkey	flocks	and	deer	
population get reestablished.  
 There are a few things you need to 
look into before you modify your own 
calendar.  Check dates and times that 
local lakes and state areas are available 
for	access.		Some	are	closed	for	fishing	
during the waterfowl season and some 
are closed only during the morning. 
This holds true for state areas with late 
firearm	seasons.	 	 It	 is	site	specific,	so	
each lake and state area are different.  If 
you are going to use private farm 
ponds, make sure you avoid these areas 
during the whitetail gun seasons or at 
least wear orange if you are tromping 
around during these dates. 
 I forever hope my calendar dates 
will one day return to their previous 
grandeur, but if they don’t, I will still 
enjoy my outdoors by making my 
calendar adjustments as needed!  
 HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
I HOPE, FOR ALL OF US, IT IS 
MUCH BETTER THAN 2020 
BECAUSE IT SURE SUCKED…
 My book for the 2021 spring ice 
out	muskie	season	is	filling	quickly.		If	
you want a date, you better give me a 
call at 309-267-8309 or by e-mail at 
vinovichoutdoors@gmail.com.
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Ron Lang and myself with a late January Limit of Canada Geese A Mid-December Muskie



 The photographer cast an anxious 
glance to the east while exiting the 
truck on Long Point National Wildlife 
Refuge. The sounds of the refuge’s 
waterfowl	 filled	 the	 predawn	 cold	
air as the golden retriever paused, 
momentarily, to listen while jumping 
from the truck. However, the scents of 
the night’s wildlife pulled her toward 
the abandoned ranger’s station where 
the	 scolding	 of	 a	 squirrel	 greeted	
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EAGLES OF 
REELFOOT 
LAKE
REELFOOT 
EAGLE 
FESTIVAL
By Jere Hughes & Harlie the 
Golden Retriever, Lovers of 
Reelfoot Lake

her. The photographer hurriedly 
connected a camera onto the tripod 
and made last minute checks on the 
Nikon’s settings. With this number 
of migrating waterfowl present on 
the lake, the photographer realizes 
that eagles, and other lake raptors, 
will be in the area. While observing 
the increasing glow that promises the 
coming of dawn, thoughts of other 
lake	locations	to	explore	flow	through	
the photographer’s mind. As a pianist 
lightly	 running	 fingers	 across	 piano	
keys, the photographer’s thoughts 
run across the locations of Keystone 
Park, Mississippi River Levee, Greys 
Camp Willow Run, Black Bayou, Air 
Park Ramp, Upper Basin, Grassy 
Unit, Kirby’s Pocket, and the Lower 
End of the lake to explore. If time 
allows, experience brings to mind the 
fields	lying	between	the	River	Levee	
and the lake.
 As the morning’s glow pushed 
back the night’s exiting darkness, a 
silhouette of an eagle was observed 
perched in a tree top presiding over the 
refuge’s	 waterfowl	 filled	 fields.	 The	
image was captured along with other 
pictures of waterfowl lifting across 
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on the World Fishing Network.  

the horizon from 
the	fields.	Soon	the	
soft tapping of the 
retriever’s muzzle, 
sent a reminder 
that it was time 
to pack up and 
explore the lake’s 
other areas. The 
glow of the dawn 
soon brightened 
to reveal the day’s 
appearance. The 
partial clouds 
suspended against 
the cold clear sky 
promised great 
lighting for an 
entire day of image captures. 
 The day’s agenda was maintained 
with many sightings of eagles and 
other raptors. One of the lake’s 
winter	 wheat	 sowed	 fields	 provided	
multiple eagles competing over 
snow goose carcasses. Often, eagles 
glide through these masses of geese 
feeding on the winter wheat causing 
the geese to arise and resulting in 
many of them colliding and falling 
from injuries. Riding the Mississippi 

River levee offered many individual 
and pairs of eagle sightings. Adults 
were busy establishing boundaries 
around repaired nests and previous 
year’s juveniles were being chased 
away. While eagles were the primary 
interest, other raptors were sighted. 
The	riding	of	the	lake’s	fields,	levees,	
and waterways produced additional 
observations of harriers, owls, red-tail 
and kestrel hawks. Gulls were seen 
in	masses	 in	 the	fields	 bordering	 the	

Photo by Jere Hughes
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levee and blue herons were regularly 
observed along the lake’s shoreline.   
 Some fellow photographers were 
encountered. Each one exchanged 
the day’s image captures with raptor 
sightings being shared between old 
and new friends. While driving home 
the retriever’s paws lightly danced 
while sleeping in the truck’s back 
seat,	exhausted	from	the	day’s	squirrel	
chases. All too soon the night’s darkness 
began to push back against the fading 
day’s setting sun.  Just as the day started, 
it ends with the same sounds of the 
lake’s waterfowl rafting together under 
the night’s brightening stars. Serenaded 
by the night’s owl greetings, the lakes, 
eagles, and photographers retire to their 
lodgings as each prepare for the next 
day’s dawn. 
 This adventure awaits anyone 
wishing to visit Reelfoot Lake and 
its abundant wildlife populations. 
Reelfoot Lake holds a strong resident 
eagle population, and its numbers 
grow when migrating waterfowl 
arrive on the lake accompanied by 
additional eagles. The Reelfoot Lake 
State Park, a member of the Tennessee 
State Park System, and the Reelfoot 

Lake Tourism 
Counsel sponsor 
the Eagle Festival 
which promotes the 
regions eagles. This 
year’s 17th Annual 
festival is scheduled 
for February 5th, 
6th, and 7th of 2021. 
Attendees of the 
festival will have 
access to guided 
eagle bus tours 
by the state park. 
Additionally, the 
state park offers guided pontoon 
cruise tours giving attendees special 
views of the lake and its inhabitants. 
The sunset cruise is by far the favorite 
of all the cruises. The Reelfoot 
National Wildlife Refuge will offer a 
self-guided eagle tour packet which 
will include step-by-step directions 
of all their popular eagle stops with 
descriptions on where to look and 
information regarding the refuge’s 
bald eagles. The packets will also 
contain their “Tips to Successfully 
Finding Bald Eagles.” Those 
interested can email Refuge Ranger 

2 Great Locations . . . 2 Great Locations . . . 
on the North & South end on the North & South end 

of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon Boat Rentals
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100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

2021 FISHING
PACKAGE 

2-DAYS 2-NIGHTS $149.00
FEBRUARY FISHING  PACKAGE

SPECIAL $99.00 
FISHING PACKAGES INCLUDES:

LAKE FRONT LODGING, BOAT, MOTOR, 
GAS, BAIT & ICE

Minimum  Two People Plus Tax 
CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES ON OUR WEBSITE!

Tara Dowdy at Tara_Dowdy@fws.
gov to receive a packet. Interested 
individuals can visit the websites and 
Facebook pages of the Reelfoot Lake 
State Park and the Reelfoot Lake 
Tourism Council for a listing of all 
their festival activities.
 Festival	attendees	can	find	lodging	
opportunities at the state park cabins 
and other lake side hotels/motels at 
Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council’s 
website www.reelfoottourism.com. 
Blue Bank Resort offers a great 
opportunity for lodging along with 

their excellent restaurant. While there, 
visitors	can	enjoy	the	resort’s	butterfly	
garden. Boyette’s and Lakeview 
Restaurants provide dining experiences 
that combine rich lake tradition with 
food that will be remembered long 
after their guests return home. So, if the 
winter and holidays have drained your 
internal batteries, come enjoy the 17th 
Annual Reelfoot Eagle Festival and 
allow the lake to recharge your inner 
you. Hope to see you there and you 
might	find	a	 friendly	golden	 retriever	
awaiting.

Photo by Jere Hughes Photo by Jere Hughes



 The pressures of life often seem 
impossible to overcome when it 
comes to family and career but one 
passion that will make one forget 
about any other problems is the 
pursuit of the spring Turkey Gobbler!  
Early in my career, my job included 
Repossessing vehicles.  This endeavor 
provided	many	interesting	and	unique	
encounters with customers and many 
stories	 come	 to	mind	when	 fulfilling	
that portion of my early career!  Often 
those stories, now humorous or 
heartbreaking may have not been so 
when actually performing the service 
of taking some of those vehicles!  
Turkey Hunting is the same in that the 
story is often funny or awe inspiring, 
but the actual hunt may have been 
much	 more	 difficult!	 	 This	 is	 the	
beauty of the spring Turkey Hunt.  It 
will take you away from the reality of 
life for a small time giving you a more 
focused worry in trying to outwit the 
Eastern Turkey Gobbler!
 Many years ago, while leaning 
against	 the	Red	Oak	 awaiting	 the	first	
rays of morning sunshine, the feeling of 
being rained on was evident.  Knowing 
no rain was in the forecast and the stars 
were shining brightly made the moisture 
an enigma!  As the light progressed 
that morning, a much more substantial 
substance	rained	from	above	–	it	finally	

We offer our customers small town 
personal service with the advantage 
of competitive pricing, professional 
grade equipment and the highest 
quality products available in the 
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals
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SPRING 
MADNESS 
AND 
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By: David Herschelman

became evident that a Turkey Roosting 
above my sitting position was depositing 
his bowels on yours truly!  Bad Luck 
usually follows my whereabouts on a 
daily basis but starting a turkey hunt by 
being defecated on was a bad omen!
 Once while getting positioned in 
my tree stand for long sit awaiting 
the arrival of the monster Buck of 
my dreams, the light tree calls in 
very	 close	 proximity	 signified	 an	
opportunity for a turkey! Despite the 
straining to locate the source of these 
calls, the soft-spoken turkey could not 
be	identified.		His	fly	down	startled	to	
the point of consternation – he was in 
the	 same	 tree!	 	 Confidence	 in	 one’s	
hunting abilities was not enhanced 
with this encounter!
 Back in 1997, on the last weekend 
of the spring turkey season in Illinois 
about	 to	 chalk	 my	 first	 spring	 gun	
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2016 Turkey harvested with Bow Successful Spring Harvest
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season hunt as a total bust, a gobble 
sounded numerous times getting 
closer to my location.  The hen, curious 
of the interlopers’ peculiar calling, 
brought a long beard within shooting 
range of my hiding spot and my shot 
was	true!		The	run	to	the	flopping	bird	
was	quicker	than	an	Olympic	sprinter	
off the line after the starter gun had 
sounded!  New and naïve to this sport, 
the bird was grabbed around the neck 
and hoisted aloft for the purpose of 
admiration and celebration!  The still 
kicking bird left a strange sensation in 
my left arm - he was deposited to the 
ground	 in	 a	hurry	 to	finish	his	death	
throes!  Quickly lifting the sleeve of 
the old army fatigue jacket revealed a 
long	 red	 line	of	nearly	opened	flesh!			
To be done in by a turkey is not a 
good sign – the true purpose of the 
old bronze backs spurs was learned 
the hard way to say the least!
 More than once, sleep has 
overcome my enthusiasm for the 
morning while leaning against my 
tree in my favorite hunting spot!  
Coming out of my slumber has 
revealed more heads in my decoys 
than the number of decoys displayed, 
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or a red head is noticed within gun 
range trying to discern what is going 
on!  More times than not the turkey 
makes a successful getaway and is 
smarter for the experience unlike the 
slumbering hunter! 
 Preferring to hunt in the open 
elements without the use of a blind 
or other hiding apparatus is the goal 
as the hunter must remain vigilant 
and stone still to avoid detection from 

STEVEN PLANK
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Phone: 217-268-4569
Fax: 217-268-4568
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HITZ HALTER INSULATION
STALL GRID
SALES & INSTALLATION

YOUR ONE-STOP ALTERNATIVE HEATING SHOP

the approaching bird. Often thwarted 
by using this manner, the thrill of 
overcoming a bird’s natural wariness 
and instinct with success produces 
a thrill not experienced in any other 
manner. To say turkey hunting 
sharpens one’s focus and woods acuity 
is an understatement. The spring 
gobbler in full strut as he approaches 
your set - up with the sun illuminating 
the unmatched beauty of his feathered 

tapestry and blood enriched waddles 
coupled with the sound of his wing 
feathers dragging the ground as he 
lets out the most tremendous sound 
in the woods, his booming gobble, is 
unmatched in the outdoors!  
 As we approach another spring 
with Mr. Turkey in mind, be grateful 
for the renewal and inspiration the 
season brings but be prepared for the 
chaos he can create as well!

Another Successful Bow Hunt Spring Gobbler
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SELECTING AN ICE ROD
 During open water season people 
have all sorts of rods for every type 
of	 fishing,	 and	 about	 every	 technique.		
It is nothing for my bass boat to have 
over a dozen different types of rod/
reel combos between the deck and rod 
locker.  However, many people ignore 
selecting the right rod for the right task, 
when	it	comes	to	ice	fishing.
	 My	 main	 fishing	 is	 for	 bass,	
bluegill, crappie and a few ring perch.  
So this is the type of rod/reel combos 
we are going to discuss. With these 
species I have three actions – medium, 

light and ultra light, with light and ultra 
light being used the most.  Very seldom 
will I pull out the medium unless I 
know there are going to be some fairly 
large	 fish	 caught,	 as	well	 as	 for	 using	
the heaviest of lures.
 Actions can be more important in 
ice season than in open water because 
of the shorter length.  When selecting 
the action be sure to check out the rods 
completely, from brand to brand, and 
series to series.  It is very common for 
one to have the action and backbone 
placement in an entirely different way 

than another.  Because of this, I’m going 
to use the Frabill brand, and the Arctic 
Fire series to demonstrate what I want 
in a rod and why.
 First off, my favorite length of ice rod 
is 24 inches unless I’m “Hole Hopping” 
with a longer Frabill Jiggler.  The reason I 
like the 24-inch length is because it works 
well inside a shelter, as well as when 
fishing	 in	 the	 open	 with	 the	 front	 part	
of my Sentinel or Recon shelter folded 
down or in the wind break position.  It 
also provides a little more power than a 
shorter	rod	for	playing	a	larger	fish.
 Rods should be so that you can 
look at them and know which is the 
difference in actions.  In other words, 

an ultra light should be thinner than a 
light, and so on.  If you are looking at a 
brand that there is no difference in the 
thickness, then you may want to look at 
something else.
 Backbone goes hand in hand with 
action.  For example, with the Arctic 
Fire, if the rod tip is bent straight down, 
the top of the arch is just about to the 
gathering guide, while when the rod tip 
on the light action is bent down the top 
of the arch is about 2 to 3 inches in front 
of the gathering guide.
 The next thing is which style of 
rod – spinning, casting, or straight line.  
I use spinning for a lot of situations, 
especially if you must reach a depth 

48 Adventure Sports Outdoors | January 2021

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

The difference in bend and thickness 
on the actions can be seen here with the 

Frabill Arctic Fire ultra-light on top 
and light on bottom.

Light and medium action rods are ideal 
for using lures like the Custom Jigs & Spins 

Slender Spoon when fishing for bass 
and larger crappie.



quickly,	 or	 you	 are	 fishing	 deeper	
water, or a variety of depths.  I don’t 
use casting, but if I did it would mainly 
be used with the heavier action rod for 
larger	fish	and	lures.		Straight	line	is	the	
best for shallower water and great direct 
contact with the bait for sensitivity.
 For line size, that is an individual’s 
preference, but I like a middle of the 
road 4-pound test, which covers both 
the light and ultra light actions.  You 
might want to step up to 6-pound test 
for the medium action.
 Lures and bait are pretty simple 
to	 figure	 out	 on	 which	 actions	 should	
be used.  The lighter jigs, like a small 
Custom	 Jigs	 &	 Spins’	 Ratfinkee,	
Wolfinkee,	Rocker,	Ratso,	Frizbee,	Gill	
Pill, Demon and Diamond Jig, and a 
lighter split shot/bait rig are used on the 
ultra light, where ultra sensitivity and 
strike detection are needed.  With heavier 
lures like the Custom Jigs & Spins’ 
Slender Spoon, Striper Special, RPM 
Minnow, and larger Demon and a split 
shot/bait rig, then the light and medium 
actions come into play where you are 
targeting	 larger	fish,	 thus	needing	more	
backbone and playing strength.
 To somewhat enhance some rod 
actions, I would suggest, if the bite is 
light, and you are using a light, medium 

or heavy rod, add something like a 
Frabill Titanium Spring Bobber to 
the tip.  This is adjustable for various 
sensitivities and can be a great asset in 
detecting strikes on one of those ultra 
finicky	days.		In	a	way	you	are	turning	
a heavier rod into a lighter action’s 
sensitivity	 for	 catching	 bigger	 fish,	 or	
if you want to use smaller baits on the 
heavier action.
 If a person thinks about it, the 
correct rod in size, strength and action 
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can make a huge difference as to if the 
strikes	 will	 be	 detected	 and	 the	 fish	
hooked and brought through the hole.
 Think about this the next time you 
are	in	search	of	a	new	ice	fishing	rod.
 Until next time, get out on the water 
and	enjoy	a	great	day	of	fishing.

You can’t beat an ultra-light action for strike 
detection and fun when fishing for bluegill.

Turning a heavier action rod into the 
sensitivity of an ultra-light, and still having 

the fighting power for larger fish, can 
be done by properly adjusting a Frabill 

Titanium Spring Bobber on the tip of the 
rig, as was done here.

Corbin Juliusson, 4 years old, with 
his first 10” crappie from a strip 

mine in Fulton County. Thanks to 
Derek Juliusson for sharing this 

photo with ASO Magazine.
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BLAME IT ON 
COVID-19
By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz
marleneasomag@gmail.com

 This past year has been one of uncertainty, 
heartbreak, inconvenience, disappointment, 
worry, doubt and setbacks just to name of the 
feelings we’ve all experienced.  It truly has been 
a negative time in most everyone’s life—but--
can there be an area that had a positive outcome?   
The answer is YES.
 COVID-19 has been the leading factor for the 
increase	in	hunting	and	fishing	license	sales	not	only	
in Minnesota but nationwide, probably worldwide 
as well.  Being in the woods or on a lake is probably 
the safest way we can escape all the restrictions and 
shutdowns this pandemic has caused national, state 
and local governments to mandate. 
  It was certainly true for me and my husband.  
During the spring wild turkey season, the fall 
black bear season and of course through the 
whitetail deer season I sheltered in a blind or 
treestand.  All summer long I social distanced in 
our	 small	 fishing	 boat.	 	 Obviously,	 we	 weren’t	
alone to retreat beyond the city limits.
For	years	hunting	and	fishing	license	sales	have	
been steadily declining.   It seems like people had 
less free time.  COVID-19 reversed that trend by 
giving workers the option to work from home 
and the kids to study virtually.  Think of the hours 
commuting to work or taking kids to school that 
were no longer necessary.  
 Add in the temporary closing of restaurants, 
health centers, after school sports and activities and 
suddenly we have more time on our times to enjoy 
the outdoors.  Adults and kids were eager to get away 
from computers, laptops and yes, even television.  
 The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF), 
the American Sport Fishing Assn. (ASN) and the 
national Shooting Sports Foundation (NASF) just 
to mention a few, have all done research on the 
increase of licensing sales.   

 Michigan saw an 80% jump in hunting and 
fishing	 license	 sales	 for	 first	 time	 participants.		
Wisconsin had an increase of 12% in the sale of 
archery tags.  Idaho reported a 30% increase in 
sales.		It	seemed	from	the	data	I	was	able	to	find	
regarding new recruits showed a 24% increase in 
men and 49% increase in women buying licenses.  
 Girls in Minnesota showed a real interest 
in hunting.  In the latest report for youth hunts 
offered this fall, 38% of the nearly 30,000 
licenses sold went to girls.  Through participating 
in our State High School Clay Target Leagues 
girls	 find	 they	 can	 stand	 shoulder	 to	 shoulder	
with any boy and score just as well as them.  
From there it is a natural step from the shooting 
range into the woods.  
 Every state has designed programs that 
would help recruit young people to join the 
ranks of shooting sports.  Money from the 
sales	 of	 licenses	 and	 the	 equipment	 used	 goes	
to	manage	wildlife	and	its	habitat,	fish	stocking	
and hatchery programs as well as stream habitat 
improvement just to name a 
few areas funded.  Decrease 
sales means less programs 
could be supported.
 Who ever thought a 
pandemic would fuel this interest 
in the outdoors?  Now we can 
only sit back and wait to see if 
the recruitment will translate 
into continued participation for 
2021 and beyond.  
 Until next month, don’t 
forget to take your daughter, 
granddaughter or niece 
bowhunting.

When girls are exposed to hunting many 
share the same passion for it as boys do. 

Kayla’s smile says it all. 
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This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks of 
September 16-30, 2020; however, it 

does not include all actions taken by 
the Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northwest Zone – Captain Laura Petreikis 
District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, 
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson & Whiteside) 
CARROLL COUNTY 
CPO Hoftender and CPO Kiprono cited 
a Morrison man for not having a state 
waterfowl stamp while hunting teal. He was 
issued written warnings for license not in 
possession, unnumbered watercraft, and no 
HIP	certification.	
MERCER COUNTY 
CPO McKune conducted recreation boat, 
wildlife,	 and	 sportfish	 enforcement	 as	 well	
during the reporting period. A total of 10 
written warnings and 4 citations were issued. 
Some violations which were addressed 

included	 the	 take	 of	 sport	 fish	 with	 illegal	
devices	and	the	transportation	of	aquatic	life	
from one body of water to another. 
OGLE COUNTY 
CPO Beltran was on ATV patrol checking 
for illegal tree stands at Lowden Miller State 
Forest. Several have been noted and citations 
will be issued to the offenders. 
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties: 
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam 
& Winnebago) 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Kaufman received the disposition on 
a short Smallmouth Bass/Walleye case he 
made	in	May	2020.	The	fisherman	had	7	short	
smallmouth bass and 1 short walleye. He plead 
guilty in LaSalle County Court. He received 3 
months	of	supervision	and	a	$347	fine.	He	will	
also	have	9	points	on	his	IDNR	fishing	record.	
If	 he	 receives	 another	 fishing	 citation	 in	 the	
next	18	months,	his	fishing	privileges	could	be	
suspended for up to 18 months. 
At Lasalle Lake, CPO Workman was on 
routine patrol and noticed a truck parked in 
the parking lot 30 minutes past sunset. Lasalle 
Lake closes at sunset. CPO Workman located 
2	 fishermen	 still	 in	 the	 act	 of	 fishing.	 CPO	
Workman advised them of the lake being 
closed and observed 1 individual drinking a 
beer.	CPO	Workman	confiscated	the	beer	and	
issued the individual a ticket for alcohol in a 
non-alcohol area. He issued both individuals 
written warnings for remaining in the lake 
after closing time. 
WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
CPO Leannah was conducting sport 
fishing	 checks	 on	 the	Rock	River	when	 he	
encountered	a	fisherman	 in	possession	of	 a	

short Northern Pike. A Citation was issued. 
CPO Alvarez-Gerbino was conducting 
sport	fishing	checks	at	 the	 levy	 in	Rockton	
when	 he	 encountered	 several	 fishermen	
without	valid	fishing	licenses.	Citations	and	
warnings were issued. 
CPO Leannah was conducting sport 
fishing	 checks	 on	 the	 Rock	 River	 when	 he	
encountered a man in possession of a short, 
small mouth bass. A citation was issued. 
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: 
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, 
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Warren & Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson responded to a complaint of 
unlawful take of largemouth bass at Banner 
Marsh. Upon conducting an investigation, 
interviews were conducted, and two men 
confessed to the violation. A citation and 
several written warnings were issued. 
CPO Thompson assisted Fulton County 
Sheriff’s Department with a trail camera 
theft investigation. CPO Thompson located a 
potential suspect involved in the case. Upon 
interview, the suspects provided information 
leading to the recovery of the stolen cameras. 
The investigation was handled by Fulton 
County	Sheriff’s	Office.	
MARSHALL COUNTY 
CPO Gerard arrested an individual for 
shooting	 a	 deer	 with	 a	 rifle	 at	 Marshall	
Fish and Wildlife Area. The individual was 
written	 several	 citations.	 The	 rifle	 and	 deer	
were seized as evidence. 
CPO Gerard and Lazzell cited two individuals 
for unlawfully digging ginseng at Marshall 
Fish and Wildlife Area 

TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO Finn and CPOT Hopper checked dove 
hunters at Mackinaw Fish and Wildlife area. 
One hunter was found to be transporting an 
uncased and loaded shotgun and also to be 
using lead shot and not hunting near a stake 
as	required.	The	hunter	received	citations	for	
the transportation of the loaded gun and for 
using lead shot where prohibited. 
WOODFORD COUNTY 
CPO Gerard cited an individual for 
unlawfully shooting a Northern Shoveler 
during a closed season.
Northeast Zone – Captain Jed Whitchurch 
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties: 
Kane, Lake & McHenry) 
LAKE COUNTY 
CPO Kelley cited two subjects at Illinois 
Beach State Park for public nudity. The men 
were sunbathing in the nude near the Dead 
River when encountered by CPO Kelley. 
While	conducting	sport	fish	enforcement	from	
a boat, CPO Winters came across a subject 
with a 14” Northern Pike. The minimum to 
keep	the	fish	is	24”	on	the	Chain	O	Lakes.	A	
citation was issued. 
While	 conducting	 sport	 fish	 enforcement	 in	
the Chain O Lakes State Park, CPO Winters 
came across a subject with a 10” Largemouth 
Bass.	The	minimum	 to	 keep	 the	 fish	 is	 14”	
on the Chain O Lakes. A citation was issued. 
MCHENRY COUNTY 
While	 conducting	 sport	 fish	 enforcement	 at	
the Stratton Lock and Dam, CPO Winters 
came across a subject with a 10” Largemouth 
Bass.	The	minimum	 to	 keep	 the	fish	 on	 the	
Fox River is 14”. A citation was issued. 
CPO Davis observed an individual using a 
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CPO Reports . . . continued
cast	 net	 on	 the	Fox	River	 at	 the	Algonquin	
Dam. The subject was in possession of 
smallmouth bass, crappie, and bluegill and 
explained he caught them with the cast 
net. He was issued a citation for unlawful 
taking	of	sportfish	with	a	cast	net	and	issued	
multiple written warnings. 
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will) 
KANKAKEE COUNTY 
CPO’s Farber and Elliot were contacted by a 
private property landowner in rural Kankakee 
county about someone possibly hunting 
illegally on his property. The property owner 
had photos of a male subject pulling a freshly 
harvested white tail deer across his property 
while	also	carrying	a	rifle	in	early	September.	
During the investigation, CPO Farber was able 
to determine who the male subject in the photos 
was. CPO Farber and Elliot met with the male 
subject and an interview was conducted. At the 
conclusion of the interview the male subject 
was issued several citations (hunting without 
landowners permission, unlawful take of a 
white	tail	deer	with	a	rifle,	unlawful	possession	
of a white tail deer, unlawful possession of 
freshly killed species during closed season, and 
hunting without a valid hunting license) and 
the	.270	rifle	that	was	used	to	harvest	the	deer	
was	also	confiscated.	
CPO’s Farber and Elliot continue to receive 
complaints about people wading in the 
Kankakee river and illegally taking clams/
mussels by the bucket load. Over the weekend, 
this illegal trend continued. CPO’s Farber 

and Elliot cited (6) separate individuals and 
several 5-gallon buckets full of river muscles 
were returned alive back into the Kankakee 
river. Mussel collection is illegal as they are 
a protected species, only the already dead 
shells are allowed to be picked up. There 
are also several endangered and threatened 
mussels which make the Kankakee River 
their home and collecting them can result in 
high	fines	and	court	appearances.	
District 4 – Sgt. Mooi (Counties: Cook & 
DuPage) 
COOK COUNTY 
CPO Roesch walked timber at 3 different 
location in Cook County investigation possible 
deer hunting. CPO Roesch discovered several 
deer stands, trail cameras, and old shot gun 
shells. Investigation is pending. 
CPO Swindle issued 26 citations to a 
watercraft rental company based in Jupiter, 
Fl. The company has been operating illegally 
in Illinois waters. 
CPO Gates kayaked with DuPage County 
forest preserve down the west branch of the 
DuPage river. It was discovered there is a 
baited	tree	stand	in	Winfield.	After	inspecting	
the area, it was discovered there is a feeder 
and corn husks scattered around the tree 
stands. After inspection the tree stand, a 
loaded	.22	rifle	was	found	inside.	
Written warnings were issued to a 
Bloomingdale	 man	 for	 trapping	 squirrels	
without a nuisance permit. 
CPO Gates inspected a property in 
Northwestern Cook County. After walking 
the property, he discovered a freshly laid out 
salt block not far from the tree stand. The 

investigation is on-going 
CPO Gates received a complaint regarding 
individuals harvesting mussels from the 
DuPage River. CPO Gates met with a member 
from the urban streams and development 
in DuPage County to gain insight as to 
which types of mussels the people may be 
harvesting. The investigation is on-going. 
CPO Roesch walked timber at 3 different 
location in Cook County investigation possible 
deer hunting. CPO Roesch discovered several 
deer stands, trail cameras, and old shot gun 
shells. Investigation is pending. 
DUPAGE COUNTY 
CPO Gates patrolled Mallard lake and issued 
3 written warnings for individuals who did 
not	 have	 a	 fishing	 license	 and	 for	 a	 boat	
with an electric trolling motor not having IL 
registration. I educated the gentleman that 
any vessel with any type of motor would need 
to be registered in the state. I supplied the 
man with the necessary information to apply 
and obtain registration. 
CPO Gates was on patrol along the west 
branch of the DuPage river after receiving 
complaints about people harvesting mussels 
from the river. While on patrol, CPO Gates 
observed 2 individuals with buckets and 
bags walking in the water and collecting 
mussels. CPO Gates asked both parties for 
fishing	 licenses	 and	 neither	 had	 one.	 CPO	
Gates collected the bags containing the 
mussels	and	identification	from	both	parties.	
Both individuals were issued citations for 
harvesting mussels on a restricted body of 
water and citations for not having a valid 
fishing	license.	They	were	given	a	mandatory	

court date in DuPage County. 
Central Zone – Acting Captain John 
Williamson 
District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler) 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
CPO Wheatley and CPOT Priest were on a 
boat patrol on the Mississippi River on Pool 
20. During the course of the patrol the two 
officers	discovered	a	red	jug	floating	and	pulled	
it up to investigate its purpose. Upon closer 
examination, CPO Wheatley and CPOT Priest 
found the jug was marking a trot line. The trot 
line was not baited but showed signs it had not 
been checked in a long period of time. The 
jug had the owners name, address, and phone 
number on it; however, there was so much 
moss,	the	two	officers	could	not	make	it	out	in	
its entirety. CPO Wheatley was able to look the 
owners name up by address and gave the owner 
a call. The owner stated he had not checked it in 
a while and even told CPO Wheatley if he got 
a ticket for leaving it un-attended, he wouldn’t 
blame him. CPO Wheatley will continue this 
investigation in the coming future and take 
what actions are deemed appropriate. 
JERSEY COUNTY 
CPO Michael Goetten stopped a suspicious 
vehicle in Jersey County. One occupant 
was wanted on a Macoupin County arrest 
warrant. He was also in possession of 
methamphetamine. He was arrested and 
transported to the Jersey County jail. 
CPO Michael Goetten issued 17 citations to a 
boat rental service owner after a consistently 
dealing with ongoing an uncorrected issue 
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pertaining to the rental company. 
MACOUPIN COUNTY
CPO Lentz Male subject was issued Citation 
for possession of a short largemouth bass at 
Mt. Olive lake old reservoir. 
CPO Gushleff is conducting several 
investigations at this time. One is a complaint 
from a local taxidermist in the Brighton 
area. He had a theft in his store, and the 
investigation has been ongoing for several 
months. CPO Gushleff also got a complaint in 
the northern part of Macoupin County about a 
residence that not only is being suspected of 
poaching wildlife but selling drugs and other 
suspicious activity. Both investigations will 
take time to complete. 
District 10 – Sgt. William Gilmer 
(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
While on patrol at JEPC CPO Snodgrass 
observed	2	subjects	dove	hunting	in	Dove	field	
2. Upon making contact it was discovered both 
subjects were utilizing lead shot. Lead shot 
shell is prohibited at JEPC to hunt dove. Both 
subjects were cited for the violation. 
Quail Forever hosted a youth event at Jim 
Edgar Panther Creek SFWA. CPO Wahlbrink 
taught	 firearm	 safety	 and	 helped	 instruct	
approximately 20 youth clay target shooters. 
The shooters attempted a variety of target 
presentations and learned several different 
techniques	for	engaging	the	targets.	
MENARD COUNTY 
CPO Thornley traveled to Lake Petersburg 
to locate an injured Blue Heron. The Blue 
Heron was transported to the Raptor center 
for evaluation. 

MORGAN COUNTY 
CPO	Wichern	cited	a	fisherman	for	possession	
of an undersized black bass on the Illinois river. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Snodgrass observed 5 subjects dove 
hunting at Sangchris Lake State Park. Upon 
a compliance check of the subjects CPO 
Snodgrass found all subjects were utilizing 
lead shot, 1 subject was hunting without a valid 
hunting license, and 1 subject was hunting 
without a plug in his shotgun. Citations and 
warnings were issued for the violations. 
District 11 – Sgt. Dan Greuel (Counties: 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, 
Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby) 
CLARK COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt met with Marshall PD in regard 
to a possible ginseng harvesting case. 
Investigation still pending. 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CPO Barnes cited a Martinsville subject for 
trespass to harvest ginseng in Cumberland 
county. 
CPO Mieure issued citations and written 
warnings to two women for trespassing to 
harvest ginseng in Cumberland county. 
CPO Hyatt went with CPO Mieure on a report 
of people trespassing and possibly hunting 
ginseng. Contact was made and multiple 
citations and warnings were issued along with 
the seizure of illegally harvested ginseng. 
MOULTRIE COUNTY 
CPO Moody received a complaint of a 
group of hunters possibly taking species of 
waterfowl out of season during teal season 
in the Wildlife Management Area. Upon 
arrival CPO Moody went and checked two 
men who he saw hunting out of a blind in 

the impoundment. Moody discovered the 
men had shot one teal and three wood ducks. 
After	speaking	with	the	two	men,	they	finally	
admitted that a third hunter that was with 
them was down the levee hiding a goose in 
the weeds as well. The men all received a 
citation as well as multiple written warnings. 
CPO	Moody	was	checking	fishermen	on	the	
Okaw River when he encountered a Decatur 
man in a johnboat. When the man observed 
him, he reached into his bucket and began 
throwing crappie into the river. The man 
was	 subsequently	 cited	 for	 an	 over	 limit	 of	
crappie and given multiple written warnings. 
SHELBY COUNTY 
CPO Mieure issued a man one written 
warning for operating a watercraft without a 
safety lanyard. 
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson 
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, 
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, Piatt 
& Vermilion) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
In Dewitt County, CPO Ausmus was 
conducting	 sport	 fishing	 enforcement	 and	

observed two subjects walking back to their 
vehicle	 carrying	 fishing	 equipment	 in	 their	
wagon. CPO Ausmus conducted a compliance 
check and discovered one subject without a 
fishing	 license,	 and	 two	 short	 crappies.	The	
Indiana man was also wanted on a warrant 
from	 Effingham	 County.	 The	 subject	 was	
issued	a	citation	for	the	short	fish,	a	warning	
for no license and issued a Notice To Appear 
in	Effingham	County	Court.	
CPO Graden cited a 71-year-old male 
for nude sunbathing at the Clinton Lake 
Peninsula Day-use Area. 
CPO	 G.	 Anderson	 conducted	 a	 fishing	
compliance	check	on	2	fishermen	at	Clinton	
Lake.	CPO	Anderson	checked	 their	fish	and	
noticed a short largemouth bass and crappie. 
One	 of	 the	 fishermen	 admitted	 to	 catching	
both	fish	 and	 the	other	did	not	have	 a	valid	
fishing	license.	A	citation	and	written	warning	
were issued for the violations. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Graden issued a citation, to an adult 
male	at	Evergreen	Lake,	for	fishing	without	a	
valid Illinois Resident Sport Fishing License. 
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The	subject	admitted	to	regularly	fishing	and	
last	purchased	a	fishing	license	in	2016.	
South Zone – Acting Captain Eric Manker 
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker (Counties: Bond, 
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias was out early on opening day 
of the dove season opener. Dove compliance 
checks were done the entire day and almost 
everyone checked were in compliance 
with	 very	 few,	 easily	 fixed	 infractions.	
Towards the end of shooting hours, one last 
compliance check was accomplished. This 
particular hunter had everything in order but 
when the CPO began removing the shells 
from the shotgun, he pumped out 6 shells. 
An almost perfect day with no violations was 
almost accomplished. A citation was issued 
for an unplugged shotgun. 
MADISON COUNTY 
CPO Liebl was working dove hunters at 
a State Site in Madison County. Several 
hunters	failed	to	check	in	at	 the	main	office	
before hunting and were hunting in a closed 
area. Citations and warnings were issued for 
the violations. 
District 14 – Sgt. Marc Folden (Counties: 
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jefferson, Perry, Saline & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CPO Knop worked Teal hunters citing 
multiple violations of shooting before legal 
shooting time. 
CPO Knop and CPOT Waigand observed 

multiple people snagging below the Rend 
Lake dam. Further investigation lead to 
violations of operating a motor vehicle with 
a revoked license and no insurance. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Jourdan and CPO Williams discovered 
a submerged vehicle in 13 feet of water in 
Jefferson County. The vehicle was discovered 
using side scan sonar from a boat. Divers 
from Rend Lake Search and Rescue attached 
a cable to the vehicle and it was towed to 
shore. The vehicle’s owner was reported 
missing in September of last year. No remains 
of the missing person were found with the 
vehicle. The discovery is being investigated 
by Illinois Conservation Police, Illinois State 
Police,	 Jefferson	 County	 Sherriff’s	 Office,	
and a municipal police department where the 
missing person resided. 
SALINE COUNTY 
CPO	 Wilkinson	 conducted	 Several	 fishing	
compliance checks and watercraft safety 
inspections. One watercraft owner and 
operator failed to renew the registration. 
Enforcement	action	was	taken.	One	fisherman	
was	also	found	fishing	without	a	license	and	a	
written warning was issued. 
District 15 – Sgt. Timothy Buhnerkempe 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 
Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 
Marion Richland, Wabash & Wayne) 
EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
CPO Smith issued three written warnings 
to	 fisherman	 for	 license	 not	 in	 possession,	
unattended	devices,	and	no	fishing	license.	
CPO Hyatt received a complaint about a 
trespasser stealing ginseng on 9/16 and was 

able to meet up with the trespasser and issue 
a citation for trespassing to illegally dig 
ginseng on 9/18/20. 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
While on patrol in Fayette County CPO Roper 
observed two individuals dove hunting. CPO 
Roper initiated a hunter compliance check 
on the individuals. CPO Roper discovered 
the hunters had all harvested birds in one 
pile. CPO Roper issued both hunters written 
warnings for failure to maintain separate bags. 
CPO Roper received a report from the Fayette 
County	 Sheriff’s	 Office	 about	 an	 individual	
they encountered in possession of ginseng 
who stated he had no license. CPO Roper 
located the individual who admitted to digging 
ginseng with no valid license. CPO Roper 
issued the individual a citation for Unlawful 
harvest of Ginseng with No Valid License. 
While on patrol at Vandalia lake CPO Roper 
observed a boat returning to the boat ramp 
with two individuals on board. CPO Roper 
initiated a Fishing/boat inspection on the 
individuals. CPO Roper discovered neither 
individual	 possessed	 a	 valid	 fishing	 license,	
the boat registration was expired, and there 
was	 no	 required	 sounding	 device	 on	 board.	
CPO Roper issued each individual a citation 
for	 the	 fishing	 license	 violations	 and	 issued	
the operator of the boat written warnings for 
the boating violations. 
WABASH COUNTY 
CPO Skelton issued a citation to an individual 
for leaving his deer stand in Beall Woods State 
park throughout the year, and not removing it 
by the set date for removal. 

CPO Willand located four bank poles along 
the Wabash River. The bank poles were 
approximately 6 feet out of the water with 
exposed hooks hanging approximately 3 feet 
from the water. CPO Willand seized said 
poles. CPO Willand was able to make contact 
with the owner of the poles. The individual 
was issued a citation for failure to check 
legal hook and line devices every twenty-
four hours as well as a written warning for 
pollution of a waterway. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Skelton investigated and charged 
an individual for Criminal trespass. The 
subject’s picture was taken on trail camera 
and	identified	on	social	media.	
District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor (Counties: 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope, Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Wolf cited an individual for hunting 
without permission on complaint from the 
landowner. He was also warned for multiple 
other wildlife related offenses. 
UNION COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek and CPOT Zigler charged 2 
Union County subjects for multiple Ginseng 
harvest violations including unlawfully 
harvesting Ginseng on multiple properties 
without consent of landowners. Harvesting 
while under revocation, no Ginseng license 
charges were also issued. 48 Ginseng roots 
and several pounds of Golden Seal roots were 
seized as evidence.
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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Coke & Pepsi Fountain
 Drinks Available

GENERAL STORE BAYVIEWGENERAL STORE BAYVIEW
Why go anywhere else when you can find it here!Why go anywhere else when you can find it here!

Tanning Packages 
Available

1520 Spring Bay Rd, East Peoria • 309-822-07071520 Spring Bay Rd, East Peoria • 309-822-0707
OPEN MON-SAT 8am - 9pm • SUN 8am - 8pmOPEN MON-SAT 8am - 9pm • SUN 8am - 8pm

Stop by for a FREE 
4x6 photo printed 
from your Phone!

Vehicle Title & License Services • Vehicle Sticker Renewals
Fishing & Hunting Licenses • Propane & Ice • Groceries

Household Items • Personal Products • Outdoor Items • Kid Toys
Party Items • Seasonal Items
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Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website

NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!

NEW BUT NEEDS HELP
 Anyone recently checking the 
market for guns has noticed racks and 
shelves are a lot emptier than they 
recollect them ever being, this side of 
Sandy Hook hysteria for the “popular” 
(AR, AK, 1911, black guns and pistols 
etc.). Seems the same with most ammo, 
and much of what is left is pricier +. 
At	 this	 point,	 finding	 something	 like	
previous normal economy models 
becomes	 quite	 the	 search.	 Even	 the	
classic single shots bring a good bit 
more, and selection is thin, especially 
now that Remington limbo is stretching 
ever longer.
 Barrel locking of hinge action 
mechanisms has multiple methods 
available	 to	 accomplish	 fixturing,	 with	
there being various types of the two main 
methods i.e. rotating and/or sliding into 

when unlocked. So when it comes to 
sealing	a	barrel	 that	 is	fixed,	or	closing	
a	barrel	against	a	fixed	breech,	 the	 two	
main ways of holding it all together is 
going to either slide or rotate into place, 
or put both together to accomplish 
lockup. Remember that the early designs 
were the falling block and rolling block 
actions, one sliding and one pivoting, so 
we have adaptations of simple machines, 
the inclined plane and the wheel.
 A “new to shotguns” shooter found 
a barely used single shot, thought he got 
a	decent	deal,	and	was	happy	for	the	first	
few shots - but then the barrel popped 
open	 when	 fired	 and	 then	 the	 sheen	
came right off that bauble. The locking 
assembly that holds the barrel fast must 
have	 been	 incompletely	 fit	 from	 the	
factory	 and	 somehow	 passed	 the	 final	
inspection, if there was one. Perhaps 
each assembler was their own inspector 
and could get more out the door if they 
squinted	 hard	 enough,	 every	 now	 and	

battery. Even big guns on battleships and 
field	cannon	use	a	sliding	breechblock	or	
swing-in block that then rotates the head 
to seal the barrel. A swinging locking 
block in line with the barrel is used in 
the classics such as the Winchester 37, 
as well as in the subject here, and there 
is also a sideways pivot swing-in latch 
used on many Savage/Stevens doubles 
and similar. Inline rotating bolts are 
used in some classic doubles such as LC 
Smith and Fox and Ithaca. The inline 
sliding bolt type would be what is typical 
for Browning pattern over/under guns 
like Citori and variants in Beretta and 
classic Remington 32/3200/300/332, 
and side slide-in bolts are seen in the 
SKB and other similar mechanisms 
(plenty are European) showing the bolt 
end poking out to the left of the frame 

then, but even that wouldn’t be so bad if 
those	on	 the	 line	had	sufficient	 training	
in judging what would be considered 
correct	 in	a	specific	enough	measure	or	
visual check. What should be considered 
quite	 regrettable	 is	 the	 likelihood	 that	
this gun had gone through more hands 
and all had not bothered to seek remedy, 
instead preferring to “pass the trash.”
 Note in the center image that the 
barrel	 locking	 latch	 is	 quite	 low	 at	
the back when the barrel is closed, as 
compared to the level of the latch in the 
left image with the barrel open. The blue 
lines indicate the slot edge that remains 
static, and the purple lines are for the top 
level of the latch, to make comparison in 
the angle and therefore height difference 
between open and closed - as it came 
initially. The end image shows that the 
amount of open distance is measurable 
in a consistent manner, so any checks 
of progress would have a method of 
repeatable comparison, as long as there 

DUE TO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES, THIS ARTICLE IS BEING REPRINTED.



is consistent location of each end of the 
scale. In this case the back corner of the 
notch works well, though for the picture 
the scale is twisted towards the camera 
to better show the line markings. The 
thumb tab is depressed to move the 
lever and the purple brackets roughly 
indicate that the difference of position 
might be nearly twice the span from 
closed to open. The red arrow indicates 
the front end of the lever, which is 
about the same height above the slot 
no matter the back end height position 
of the opening lever. The main points 
to compare are the change in tail end 
height above the slot and how close or 
off from parallel the slot top edge and 
the lever top edge are, when viewed 
from an ideal side angle. As we shall 
see, the best proximate view is of the 
top line of the lever being about parallel 
with the top line of the slot.
 A close view shows there is not 

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms. 

Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.  
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!

Ask about our Pet policy. 
Park near your room to unload fast & easy. 

Ice & Soda Available!  Restaurants & entertainment nearby. 

BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:

(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

much more than edge contact at the 
barrel locking surface (red arrow) hidden 
within the crud and fouling, when what 
is preferred is a substantial contact onto 
the locking face as is seen in the middle 
image (green arrow), after rework. There 
is close to half the face depth covered to 
the end point of contact, which is more 
than enough for safe and sturdy locking, 
and leaves the other half for continued 
and extended wear life of the mechanism. 
Note in the right image that the top of 
the slot and lever are about parallel, 
as what would be much preferred for 
initial	fitting	compared	to	what	had	been	
originally present.
	 The	 original	 fitting	 done	 to	 this	
example is probably as close to the 
edge of not locking that any has ever 
been out the door at any factory. Once 
the mechanism lost the tiny bit of edge 
by rounding off the two contact points 
(barrel and swinging locking block) 

THE SHOTGUN SHOPTHE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHINGGUNSMITHING

•  Choke & Mechanical 
Specialist

•  School Trained,         
20+ Years

• Best Recoil Pads

•  Improvement of Turkey, 
Match, Steel Shot 
Performance

• Stop Bruises

P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

636-282-4379636-282-4379
Interesting Articles & Detailed Work Listing at:

TheShotgunShop.net
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BLUEGILL CAPITOL 
OF WISCONSIN

email us at info@birchlakesresort.com

715-354-3880

www.birchlakesresort.com

2300 acre lake chain featuring 
some of Wisconsin’s finest 

fishing.Offer 1 to 3 Bedroom 
fully Modern Cottages, Ample 

dock space, fish cleaning station, 
playground,Heated pool, Bar 
and Grill,Famous Plate size 

burgers, hand -crafted specialty 
drinks, flavored wings,

And much more

there was nothing left to hold the barrel 
fast, no matter how hard it was slammed 
closed. A video was made with the 
barrel held in a vise and the frame/stock 
assembly manually closed and pulled 
open by hand – all without contacting 
the opening lever. Any like-new 

condition	firearm	mechanism	that	 fails	
to stay locked (as expected by design) is 
just as dangerous as a car door that can 
fly	 open	while	 the	 car	 proceeds	 down	
the road and merely strikes a bump and 
AWAY WE GO.

Jack Pallardy from Pekin with a nice Knox County buck.



 With two handlers strategically 
staggered between three hunters, the lead 
guide makes the nod to proceed. “Hunt 
‘em up! Hunt ‘em, hunt ‘em,” instructs 
Brandon. Stohon, my rookie shorthaired 
pointer, joined three vivacious labs; 
blacks Red and Tucker and a yellow Sadie 
to which my youngin held a crush. As 
the crew frantically zig-zagged through 
cornstalks towering ten feet, rays of 
sunlight illuminated these golden jail cells 
that seem to extend to eternity. 
 “Hen, hen, hen. Don’t shoot,” 

interrupts our concentration. As 
adrenaline	 floods	 your	 body,	 you	 take	
a deep breath, look to either side for 
fluorescent	 orange,	 and	 reset	 your	
cadence.	 A	 quail-like	 whistle	 precedes	
my command, “Stohy come!” Amongst 
the cacophony of rummaging, “Cookies 
and Cream,” as the neighbor girl calls 
him, checks in before ramping back up.  
As diagonal beams of neon yellow were 
intersected by trotting gamebirds ahead, 
the iridescent hues of Kelly green, violet, 
and	 fiery	 copper	 tones	 refracted	 like	 an	

GREAT EXPECTATIONS: 
DAKOTA PRAIRIE LODGE 

AND RESORT
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Diagnosis

ASE & Chevrolet Certified
Foreign & Domestic Automotive Service

Automatic Transmission Specialist
22165 IL Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568

Phone: (309) 925-5601
Cell: (309) 251-2426

Repair

BROOKS TRANSMISSION, INC.

Over 25 Years 
of Experience

Call Us & Save!

900 North Main Street, Dupo, IL 62239
618-286-5252 • Dupomarinecenter@gmail.com

www.dupomarinecenter.com

The camaraderie formed with guys from all over the U.S. ices the cake. Photo: Toni Korzan

intermittent strobe. The anticipation of 
harvest now becomes intoxicating and 
you don’t want to blow it. With each 
stride, the sounds of crunchy leaves 
zipping across your waxed vest and boots 
suctioning off the mud beneath echo 
between your partners. 
 Whoomph, whoomph, whoomph, 

whoomph, drummed to my left. “Roos-
ter,” exclaim the guides. I spun to locate 
the	flush	behind	me	and	squeezed	off	the	
finishing	 shot	 to	 a	 Virginia	 man’s	 first	
boom. Senior Dennis Mailhot claimed 
our	 first	 bird	 today	 and	 the	 action	was	
about to get crazy. 



This IS South Dakota

 It’s no secret unless you’ve lived in 
a cave for decades. South Dakota is the 
Holy Grail for ringneck hunting, thanks 
to excellent habitat and painstaking 
conservation & management efforts. 
Home to more than 7.1 million wild 
pheasants, it consistently rests atop all 
rankings for bird counts and harvests 
as North America’s premier trophy 
destination. In 2019, hunters bagged 
829,501 birds during the pheasant 
season. In 2020, the traditional season 
opened on October 17 (I arrived on the 
19th) and ran through January 31, 2021. 
Unlike many states, South Dakota 

welcomes non-residents with open-
arms as sports tourism pays the bills. 
According to the 2019 South Dakota 
Pheasant Economics Report, non-
resident	 hunters	 attributed	 $130.1	
million	(or	64%)	of	a	whopping	$202.4	
million	influx	to	local	economies.	
 While the majority of land in South 
Dakota is privately owned, land access is 
managed through various programs such as 
Walk-In Areas, the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program, and politely 
knocking	on	doors.	Yes,	you	can	find	birds	
statewide, but the eastern two-thirds hold 
the lion’s share of the population where AG 
crops, wooded draws, wetlands, and set-
aside acres abound.
 Brule County claims one of the state’s 
premier locales at a density of 200 pheasants 
per	square	mile,	far	better	than	others.	“Our	
CRP program is strong here. We’ve been 
able to reduce soil erosion, enhance water 
quality,	 increase	 hatch	 rates,	 and	 hold	
birds throughout the hunting season. Our 
strip plantings of sorghum, milo, and corn, 
with proximity to lakebeds and sloughs, 
are ideal tracts for the entire life cycle of 
our pheasants,” says Toni Korzan, owner 
of Dakota Prairie Lodge. “Some of the 
shelterbelts, like the dense cedar strips you 
hunted, Scott, provide a great escape from 
wet	fields	and	heavy	snowfalls.”

A Style of Their Own

 If you’ve never experienced the 
strategy of a driven hunt, that is, a line 
of dogs and their handlers methodically 
pushing	a	field	upwind,	one	parcel	 at	 a	
time, until it empties both coveys and 
single runners, you need to. While there 
are kick and shoot naysayers to the 
technique	“It’s	not	hunting,”	or	“It’s	too	
dangerous,” many of those folks have 

never crossed over this midwestern 
border to try the longstanding tradition 
dating back to 1919. 
	 A	pheasant’s	strategy	is	to	first	hide,	
then	 run,	 and	 escape	 by	flight.	When	 a	
dozen	birds	flush	at	once,	there’s	just	no	
way	to	drop	them	all.	Many	outfits	will	
rotate huntsmen down the cornrows and 
grass tracts to even out the action and 
its bounty throughout the day. Walking 
the edges one-hundred yards ahead, 
flankers	help	contain	against	 jailbreaks.	
With blockers posted up downwind, 
we’d reach the end of each agricultural 
expanse, and eruptions of exotic fowl 
and	fireworks	filled	the	sky.	Meanwhile,	
Stohon and his gang of newfound friends 
retrieved at a breakneck speed amongst 
the commotion. 
	 That	first	afternoon	I	limited	out	end	
blocking on just one drive. The sounds 
of four hunters and two guides trampling 
forward sent several hens and one cock 
out to my right. Aiming to his front half, 
I swung through and I dropped him at 
twenty-five	 yards	 with	 my	 Dickinson	
Plantation 20G side-by-side. No sooner 
had I reloaded #4s, I spun back to my left 
and took a double at ten ahead and twenty 
yards further out. Not thirty seconds 
behind	 flushed	 three	 more	 roosters	 as	 I	
waved	them	a	safe	flight.	

eossco.com

(317) 995-4939

info@eoss.com

MADE IN THE USA

This truck bed locker is the solution to your worries about weapon security or smash-and-grabs. The EOSS Sportsman Locker 
provides hunters with the peace of mind that their weapons and equipment are safe and secure. The locker:

• Can comfortably hold up to 4 shot guns or rifles along with other gear and equipment.
• Features a secure, tamper-proof, 3-point latching system with a water and dust-resistant shell.
• Can be installed in as little as 15 minutes or less and requires no drilling or permanent changes to your truck.

The EOSS Sportsman Locker is great for waterfowl, upland, big and small game, deer, turkey, and predator hunters, clay  
enthusiasts, and fishing sportsman alike. Visit our website to learn more!

EOSS Sportsman Locker
Protecting What You Love
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Food plots that extend forever make this 
habitat special. Photo: Scott Cummings

Stohon waited all summer for this chance 
at birds. Photo: Toni Korzan



Dakota Prairie Lodge and Resort

 Dakota Prairie Lodge and Resort is 
located in Kimball, South Dakota, just 
two miles south of I-90. Owner Toni 
Korzan opened the business in 2013 
after moving back to her hometown 
from	 Maine.	 “I	 wanted	 a	 unique	
opportunity for my children to work 
alongside me on the family land. As a 
girl	 I’d	 help	 flush	 birds	 for	 my	 father	
and six brothers because we didn’t have 
hunting dogs per se,” she laughs. “So, 
it seemed like a cool idea.” That simple 
answer	seems	a	bit	unfinished	from	a	gal	
who graduated from MIT with degrees 
in Chemical and Nuclear Engineering. 
But if you met Toni, you’d agree; she 

Great Expectations . . . continued simply	pursues	 and	conquers	what	 she	
sets out to do, in a pleasant manner that 
aims	to	serve	others	first.		
 Not your typical western log cabin, 
Korzan designed the lodge with a “home 
away from home” feel. Offering an open 
concept for entertaining both upstairs and 
down,	 handsomely	 appointed	 fixtures	
and furniture meld with various seating 
configurations	 so	 multiple	 groups	 can	
share	 the	 15,000	 square	 foot	 facility.	
Poker, pool, and ping-pong tables round 
out the fun. Ten bedrooms (each with 
private baths) sleep four persons apiece. 
	 “While	 first-time	 hunters	 are	 sure	
to be pleased with our accommodations, 
the camaraderie formed between groups 
around the country have now blossomed 
into yearly reunions,” says Korzan.     
 This resort is dog friendly and 
Stohon stayed in my room. While guests 
should bring a portable cage, Toni offers 
the cleanest kennels I’ve ever seen.  
 Between private and leased land, 
guests have access to 12,000 acres of 
varied habitat and three-day pheasant 
packages	 running	 $2550	 ($850	 single	
day). In addition to knowledgeable guides 
and insatiable dogs, your stay includes 
lodging, three delicious buffet-style meals 
a day, an open bar, shells, clays, fantastic 
mud room and gun racks, vacuum-sealed 
game prep, gym, smoking room, salon, 

laundry facilities, business center, and all 
airport	and	field	transportation.	

 You heard that right. Your job is 
to	 get	 there	 and	 back	 home.	 If	 flying	
commercial, you’ll want to use Sioux 
Falls Regional Airport (FSD - 2 hrs. 
away), and Mitchell Municipal Airport 
for private commutes (MHE - 45 minutes 
away). If your schedule allows it, rent 
a car and make the three-hour drive to 
Mount Rushmore at your own expense.  
 From mid-September to mid-
December, hunters can double up on 
game by enjoying a duck/pheasant combo 
package	 for	 $1200	 per	 day.	 Morning	
migratory duck hunts over the “prairie 
pothole” depressions have put this state on 
waterfowlers’ bucket lists. According to 
scout patterning and winds, our guide Mark 
busted tail to set us over a different locale 
and group of decoys each day. Sandwiched 
between two Virginian jokesters, Dennis 
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Mailhot and Doug Gerek, we limited out 
all three mornings. 
 Come prepared to dress in layers as 
your day in Utopia may start at 20 degrees 
(even in October) and heat up to 65. And 
new for 2021, if you love doves, DPLR 
will be offering a dove/duck combo hunt 
running mid-September to mid-October. 
Time to book it! Contact Toni Korzan 
at 855-735-6343 (SD-LODGE) 

Scott Cummings is an avid sportsman, 
educator, and nationally published 

freelance outdoors writer and 
photographer. National Wild Turkey 

Federation and Wildlife Forever 
named him their 2013, 

2014 Conservation Educator 
of the Year for his work in and 

out of the classroom. 

FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537

www.ZippelBay.com
6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586

3 Night Cabin / 2 Day CHARTER
Starting at $390/person • Deluxe Cabin $460/person

Week cabin 
Starting at $840 • Deluxe Cabin $1740

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!
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WESSEL’S 
SPORTS OUTDOORS

Est. 1915

101 E. Main St., Teutopolis, IL 62467
Email Dan at 

Burkestores@outlook.com

217-857-3553

•  All New Fishing and Tackle 
Equipment 

•  Specializing in Bass, Panfish   
and Catfish

• Deer and Turkey Calls
• Ammo
•  Groceries, Alcohol, Bakery, Gas 

and a whole lot more

New Owners, 
The Burke Family

Under New 
Ownership

Lodge owner Toni Korzan holds her own in this 
competitive market. Photo: Scott Cummings

This handsome lodge offers everything you’ll 
need and more. Photo: Scott Cummings

Duck hunting the “potholes” won’t 
disappoint hunters. Photo: Scott Cummings



WHEN THE ROAD ENDS, 
HIGH PERFORMANCE BEGINS.

GO GATOR.
PETERSBURG

18517 Kelly Street
217.632.7767

HAVANA 
1105 State Route 97

309.543.6303
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Lifetime Warranty
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  Let’s talk about 
selling our fur. 
I have been to 
several locations 
where I hear 
about the buyer 
that screwed the 

fur seller.  In reality he didn’t.  Let’s 
look at the whole picture. Is the market 
good or bad when you sell your furs? 
Is there a reason why you do not get 
top dollar for you fur? Is your fur clean 
and brushed out or is it full of blood, 
mud, and burrs. Is your fur skinned and 
stretched? Is your fur just skinned? Are 
you leaving them whole?
 The more a buyer has to do with 
your fur the less you will receive. 
If they have to pay someone to skin 
scrap and stretch your fur, then your 
price	will	reflect	the	additional	work.	
With the market the way it is today the 
more you care for your fur the better 
off you will be at the time of sell. If 
your fur is stretched and dried, you 
can no sale and take it back with you 
instead of selling for a price you don’t 
think	 meets	 your	 requirements.	 This	
year we are going into the unknown. 
With NAFA being bought out by 
another company so there will not be 
a Wild Fur Sale this year. So, the fur 
harvester sale is the only company 
that is planning on having a wild fur 
sale this year.  Our saving grace is that 
some fur buyers have a direct market 
to sell their furs.
 Illinois Trappers Association will 
have a fur sale in February, and it will 
take place in the lake Shelbyville area. 
There are several local fur buyers as 
well as other markets we can tap into. 
What it all breaks down to is as a 
seller we have the right to say no and 
not sell a thing. If we do not like the 
price we are getting then by all means 
ask the buyer if there is something 
wrong with the fur and what can you 
do better to get a better offer.
 I have learned a lot over the last 
40 years but by no means do I know 
it all about fur. I am good on coon, 
rat and mink but fox and yotes are a 
different story. The best thing I can 
tell you is that if you take the time to 

By Neal Graves, Past President of the Illinois 
Trappers Association

SELLING YOUR FUR
catch (or shoot) the fur than take the 
time to make it look nice. Wash the 
mud and blood out of it. Comb the 
burrs. Take the time to learn how to 
skin and put the fur up properly. The 
real work with the fur is after the fur is 
home. Take pride in the way your fur 
look and you will be rewarded for it.
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 A few years back, I met an 
optician from Tyler, Texas while 
muley hunting New Mexico. It was 
evident from the get-go that Mike 
Martin’s passion for the outdoors was 
as pronounced as his Lone Star drawl. 
As we continued our friendship, I 
shared how I was now struggling to 
see targets and game at a distance, 
and that my focus – no pun intended 
– was concentrated on just reading 
what was in front of me. 
 When I expressed my concern 
for an upcoming South Dakota trip, 
Mike’s	reply	was,	“I	cn’	fix	
thowz	 issues	 reayal	 quick	
brotha.” Now, any eyeglass 
maker can promise better 
vision, but can they identify 
with me as a huntsman and 
fisherman	 and	 meet	 those	
demanding needs? Not 
many can. 
 Mike Martin Jr., owner 
of Ragsdale and Martin 
Optical, can guarantee 
a custom-designed pair 
of shooting or hunting 
glasses for three reasons: 
He is an astute, board-
certified	 professional	 in	
opticianry. His store boasts 
an impressive state-of-the-
art	 finishing	 lab,	 and	 he’s	
one helluva hunter. 
 Martin started early 
in	 the	 fields,	 dropping	
doves and deer by age 
eight. At eleven, he began 
shooting competitively, 
soon traveling to the 
state, national, and Junior 
World shoots. He even 
served as Captain of the 

All-American Team in the early 
nineties. Fast-forward to today, this 
family man of three has trained and 
traveled extensively with his wife 
and kids in pursuits of wild game. 
Picking up where his optician father 
left off, the Texan combined that 
knowledge with an insatiable desire 
to make the best optics for fellow 
sportsmen, anywhere. 
 After setting me up for 
spectacular results in the field, I 
called Mike for this brief interview 
as I felt my readers needed this 
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pertinent information that will 
change their way of seeing - clearly.   
 SC: Mike, I know you’ve worked 
with a lot of professionals in the outdoor 
arena. What are the main issues most 
clay shooters and wingshooters want 
to correct in the field? 
 MM: The main issues that I hear 
most are 1, They can’t see the target 
clearly, especially in poor lighting; 
2, They see the rim of their dress 
glasses and most are not suitable 
for shooting eyewear; 3, They have 
trouble with “crossing over” due 
to eye dominance, or 
corrective power issues.
  SC: I know as we 
age our sight changes. 
How might you guide 
and accommodate 
a sportsman in this 
transition? 
 MM: The older we 
get, the more light we 
need to see, and our eye 
muscles get weak and 
unable to accommodate. 
This is when we need 
high-quality optics more 

LET’S BE CLEAR: THE RIGHT LENS 
WILL KEEP YOU ON TARGET Today’s optics can greatly enhance your next 

hunt or clays outing. Photo: Scott Cummings
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than ever before. Having the optical 
center of a lens lined up perfect for 
shooting, combined with quality 
optics, will make all the difference. 
We’ll take a measurement.
  SC: What are some high-quality 
frames offered for the shooting 
enthusiast these days? Are RE 
Ranger (Randolph) and Rudy Project 
amongst the best? 
 MM: Over the last 35 years I 
have worn just about everything in 
the shooting field and can put lenses 
in just about every frame out there. 
We mainly see Randolph, Decot, and 
the Rydon from Rudy Project. As you 
and I have discussed, we are also in 
the process of manufacturing what 
we will consider being the ultimate 
frame for the wingshooter and 
competitor. Time will tell.
  SC: Describe for our readers the 
approach you took on my set of frames 
and lenses (Rydon by Rudy project, 
lens colors, lens quality, Rx, etc.):  
 MM: I want to hear what it is you 
mostly do. Are you a trap shooter, 5 
stand, or sporting clays shooter? Do 
you hunt quail, dove, and pheasant, 
or are you mainly a duck hunter? 
This will determine what color 
lenses will be best for the discipline 
you mainly shoot. 
 One of the few lenses too 
difficult to put an Rx into were those 
Randolph Falcon Pro’s you liked. 
Shield lenses are tough. So, we went 
with the Rudy Project Rydon that 
many professional athletes wear. The 

frames are tough, and any lens can 
be swapped out easily. 
 Now, competitive shooters like 
a purple lens to dampen green 
backgrounds against clays. I made 
you a Pale-Yellow lens that works 
well for deer hunting in low light 
conditions. I also made you a pair 
in what I call my JR. HD (pinkish-
orange) tint for all-around everyday 
bird hunting in sunny conditions. They 
saturate all colors seen for a high-
contrast, HD pop. Lastly, I sent you a 
similar version in the Vermillion HD 
(rose) tinted lens that helps separate 
colors on ducks dropping in below 
tree lines in the mornings. All these 
lenses help constrict your pupils 
– like a camera aperture – to give 
you a better depth of field. You said 
you saw the difference over those 
prairie potholes in South Dakota. We 
customized to your needs, Scott.   
 Remember, all shooters need eye 
protection against shell and pellet 
ejections. But even burnt powder can 
mess up a good pair of eyes. That 
said, those generic, heavy-yellowed 
plastic glasses they sell at box stores? 
Ok for protection, but terrible for 
seeing ahead. We use a 360-degree 
digitally-surfaced lens with wavefront 
technology that allows thousands of 
pixels to clarify objects for you. They 
have UV protection and a scratch-
resistant coating. It’s the best.  
 Other factors to consider? Are 
you right-handed and is your right 
eye dominant? Your Rx has a lot 

to do with lens colors and frame 
choice. The stronger your distance 
prescription, the better the materials 
we use. You needed reading help, so 
I placed the reader insert extremely 
low so it wouldn’t interfere with your 
normal vision range. You’re hunting 
behind dogs, like Stohon, and trying 
to navigate around logs and brush. 
Around here, that looks like cactus 
and rattlesnakes!
 SC: You even did me up a 
distance Rx pair of HD polarized 
bronze lenses, with inset readers in a 
Costa frame. Awesome on the water 
for fishing.
 MM: Absolutely. Fishermen are 
big customers of ours.
  SC: If our readers want 
to investigate using Ragsdale 
& Martin Optical for their next set 
of sporting glasses, or even another 
company that does this work, what 
steps do they need to take?
 MM: They’ll want to get an 
updated eye exam/Rx sent to us or 
that supplier. Then, call to speak to a 
representative personally about their 
individual needs. Make sure they 

have a background in shooting sports 
before purchasing. 
 I can be contacted via 
email mike@ragsdalemartin.com, 
phone 903-593-8466, and they 
can check out our website at www.
seetheshot.com.
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Optician Mike Martin of Tyler, Texas.
Photo: Scott Cummings
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 When you read this, it will be 
January and a new year will be upon 
us.  I’m not one to go on and on about 
how awful 2020 was and hope that the 
new year will be easier.  As a matter of 
fact,	one	of	my	favorite	quotes	is	from	
Jim Rohn: “Don’t wish it was easier 
wish you were better. Don’t wish for 
less problems wish for more skills. 
Don’t wish for less challenge wish 
for more wisdom”.  I used to keep it 

not talking about gear additions 
(although now is a good time to be 
thinking about that), I’m referring 
to	 your	 personal	 hunting/fishing	
experiences or lack thereof.  
 Did you get in the woods as much 
as you wanted too over the course of 
2020?  Did you plant food plots like 

you had planned?  Did you try out 
that new piece of public land only 30 
minutes	 away?	 	Were	 you	 efficient	
with your weapon of choice while 
on the hunt?  Did you try something 
new?  Did you save up for your own 
piece of hunting ground?  The list 
could go on forever, but you know 

on	the	wall	in	my	office.		Of	course,	
to take it step further we shouldn’t 
be wishing we were better, had more 
skills, or more wisdom. We should be 
going after those things and working 
to improve in our everyday life.  Also, 
I’m not a big fan of so-called New 
Year’s resolutions. I’m more along 
the lines of making commitments to 
myself and family to be better than I 
was before and working diligently to 
achieve those goals.  Or perhaps rather 
than	a	quick	fading	“resolution”	make	
a lifestyle change and hold yourself 
accountable.  
 Before I get too far off track and 
you begin to wonder why this article 
is in Adventure Sports Outdoors 
allow me to explain.  Right now, a 
majority of hunting seasons are over 
or ending.  Those of you getting out 
on hard water are the only ones with 
much of anything going on.  Rather 
than simply holing up for the winter 
and going into hibernation waiting 
on Spring, how about setting the tone 
for the rest of your 2021 outdoor 
adventures.  By that, take stock in 
where you missed out in 2020.  I’m 
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Even though we didn’t see any bucks 
during our annual deer camp, nothing 
can top just having the chance to hang 

out with my dad for a few days.

I managed to get my hands dirty 
and put in three food plots which 
did help in putting a couple does 

in the freezer.
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what I’m talking about.  And please 
note, only you know what you want.  
Your goals may be very different than 
mine or your co-worker, or family 
member.  Happiness is in the eye of 
the beholder, remember that.  
 I had some great experiences 
this past year.  I also missed out on a 
few.  Now is when I will be assessing 
those misses and what I’m going to 
do to make them happen this year.  A 
few personal examples include not 
making it out on Lake Michigan with 
my family to try and bring in a year’s 
supply of lakers.  Mind you I tried, 
but during the window I had allotted 
there were 7’ seas.  The Captain didn’t 
really want to go, I didn’t want to go, 
so there was no way I was going to 
drag my wife and kids out for what 
would have been a miserable time.  
As of early December, I haven’t 
killed a buck yet this year.  Its been 
two years since I had a set of antlers 
for the wall and I’m starting to get 
a little frustrated.  I had told myself 
about a year ago that I wanted to go 
on a waterfowl hunt.  That didn’t 
happen.  Also, I put in some new food 
plots on my farm but didn’t take the 

time to properly prepare or fertilize 
the	fields.		This	resulted	in	plots	that	
didn’t live up to their full potential.  
Here’s the thing, don’t dwell too long 
on the negative.  Set your goals and 
get after them.  Don’t whine and talk 
about the coulda shoulda beens. Take 
aim and make it happen.  
 The other thing you should do 
is	reflect	back	on	all	the	great	things	
that happened to you.  Be positive.  I 
didn’t kill a turkey during the Spring, 
but I saw more than I ever have.  I 
had more close encounters than I 
could count.  I was super challenged 
and loved it.  All those moments are 
etched into my brain and I’m already 
super pumped to take that knew 
knowledge and apply it here in 4 
months.  I managed to sneak in a hog 
hunt in Texas.  Even hunted at night 
with an IR scope.  It was amazing.  I 
had so much fun and can’t wait to do 
it again.  While I didn’t kill a buck, I 
was fortunate enough to kill two does 
in the early season.  It just happened 
that I killed them while they munched 
on my new, albeit marginal, food 
plots.  Spending another year of deer 
camp with my dad may have been the 

highlight of my season...even tough 
we didn’t shoot anything.
 To tie everything back together, 
don’t sulk over 2020. Don’t make 
soon to be forgotten resolutions.  
Be thankful for what you did have 
in 2020 as there was undoubtedly 
something positive you can glean 
from it. But don’t let yourself settle 
in 2021. Make a promise to yourself 
that you’ll do something this year 

that you’ve always wanted to do or 
better yet something that someone 
close (or even a stranger) will be 
thankful for the rest of their life. 
Whether it means you’ll be in tip top 
shape come fall or you’ll knock a 
bucket list hunt off your list, don’t let 
it slip away. We’re never promised 
another season, make the best of now 
and you’ll never be sorry.

Even though I did get my plots planted 
I didn’t follow through with all the 

necessary steps to ensure a quality plot 
like fertilizing and spraying.

Spring found me covered in turkeys but 
they all had my number and wouldn’t 

come closer than 50-60 yards to give me a 
fighting chance at killing one.
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A NEW YEAR FOR OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES IN ARKANSAS

 January begins the new year 
for outdoor activity in Arkansas. 
The stripers, walleye, and crappie 
are in their winter-feeding period. 
Duck and deer season are still going 
strong. Winters in Arkansas are 
usually very mild. On a typical day, 
the beginning temperature will in the 
low thirties with average high in the 
mid-forties. This is a great time to 
be on the water because you will see 
very	 few	 people	 fishing.	 The	 ones	
that are usually are catching stripers 
all day long. The walleye will be 
starting their early season move to 

their spawning areas and the crappie 
will be over the deep brush piles 
feeding on minnows. 
 Stripers will have moved to 
deep water in January. The stripers 
follow the shad to the deeper water 
as	 the	shad	finds	 the	 layer	of	water	
temperature	 that	 fits	 their	 comfort	
zone. This is usually in the 50 to 
100-foot range. Find the shad and 
you	will	find	the	stripers.	Live	shad,	
both	 gizzard	 and	 threadfin,	 work	
the best and should be 3 to 5 inches 
in length. The next best live bait is 
shiners	 specifically	 brooders.	 They	

are in the 3 to 5-inch range and can 
be purchased at our local bait shops 
like 101 Grocery and Bait. Spoons 
are	the	best	artificial	bait	for	catching	
stripers during this time of the year. 
The best color and length is a white 3 
inch spoon.  Our presentation varies 
but	it’s	usually	floats	and	downlines.	
Our normal bait will be 3 to 5-inch 
threadfin	 shad.	 Most	 times	 we	 will	
have 8 rods out, six downlines and 
2	floats.	I	will	vary	the	depths	of	the	
downlines	 until	 I	 figure	 out	 what	

depth range the stripers are holding 
that day. I then set all lines to that 
depth. One trick I use is using a light 
leader line of 10 lb test. The lighter 
line allows the small baits to move 
freely in the water. The best spots to 
catch stripers in January are Float 
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Creek in the early part of January, 
the	large	flat	above	101	bridge,	and	
the river channel in the 101 area up 
to Crystal Cove. Look for the shad or 
sea	gulls	and	you	will	likely	find	the	
stripers. January can provide great 
striper bite all day long, it’s just not 
a morning bite. 
 The bass will be on the buffs 
and drop offs near the river channel. 
The best baits are on jigs, worms and 
spinnerbaits thrown later in the day 
to a bank that has wind pounding 

Tom & Sean Reynolds guide 
out of Tracy Ferry Marina; 

you can reach them at 
www.stroutfitters.com, 

870-421-1541 or on Facebook
at STROutfitters.

it. If you can get a couple of strong 
south winds, try going up the creeks 
and throw a spinnerbait. The bass 
will move up to that warmer water 
mid-morning looking for young bait 
to feed on. There is also great night 
fishing	 throwing	 jigs,	 worms,	 and	
black or red 3/8 OZ spinner baits. 
You	can	catch	fish	all	over	the	main	
lake and the creeks. 
 The crappie bite is very good. 
The	fish	are	holding	along	the	buffs	
in	brush	piles	and	roaming	the	flats	in	

20 plus feet of water. Warm days will 
bring	 the	 fish	 up	 so	make	 sure	 you	
always	 check	 out	 the	 shallow	 flats.	
Spider rigging is the most effective 
technique	 to	 catch	 them.	 You	 can	
find	active	crappies	in	Brushy	Creek	
and Big Creek on the south end of 
the lake, and Bennett’s Bayou, Red 
Bank, Calamity Beach, Pigeon Creek 
on the north end.
	 Winter	fishing	on	Lake	Norfork	
can be very rewarding. You will the 
lake to yourself and the weather is 

usually in the 40’s or higher. This is 
a great time to come down from the 
hard water, snow, and cold to enjoy 
some	fantastic	fishing.
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 It is with a measured amount 
of pride that I sit down to recount 
this story and share it with you, my 
readers.  As a writer that is my honor 
and privilege. Sharing the special 
moments in my outdoor career will, I 
hope, inspire you to do the same.
 I spent decades teaching 3 of our 
4	 boys	 to	 hunt	 and	 fish.	 	 The	 only	
boy that did not become passionate 
about the outdoors was Connor, our 
oldest boy.  His passion was and is 
electronics and getting up early just 
does not make sense to him.  And 
that	is	fine.		Not	so,	however,	for	his	
youngest son, Connor, Jr. (CJ)
	 CJ	 took	 to	 fishing	 like	 a	 duck	
takes to water.  He has caught many 

trophy	 fish	 in	 his	 eight	 short	 years.		
I am elated that I have been there 
to witness those accomplishments.  
This past spring my regular readers 
will	 remember	 that	CJ	made	his	first	
hunting trip ever and killed a huge, 
24-pound gobbler.  From that moment 
he was also ecstatic about hunting.  
That brings us to October of 2020.
 My young 8-year-old apprentice 
wanted to go deer hunting.  When he 
learned he could deer hunt with same 
gun he killed his gobbler with he was 
even more pumped up.  After all, that 
was now HIS gun.  We got him a 
youth deer season permit.
 We hunted hard that weekend.  
We saw several deer, but nothing 
within	his	range.		We	had	fired	several	
boxes of 20-gauge slugs that summer 
in preparation for this hunt.  All in 
vain it appeared.  He had fun but had 

his heart set on getting a deer.
 After killing his spring turkey, he 
questioned	 his	 3	 Uncles	 about	 their	
first	 turkeys.	 	When	 he	 realized	 that	
they	had	taken	their	first	 turkeys	and	
first	deer	when	they	were	11,	he	was	
even more motivated than before to 
get a deer and a turkey 3-years ahead 
of them.  Youth season ended without 
meeting that goal.
 As a surprise to CJ, I bought him 
a	 regular	 firearm	 season	 permit	 over	
the counter the morning they became 
available.  This kid jumped out of 
his shoes with excitement when he 
learned he would be deer hunting 
again the very next month.  Before 
I left his house that day, he told me 
exactly how many days til deer season.
 This would-be CJ’s third year 
in	 deer	 camp.	 	The	 first	 two	 he	was	
merely a spectator in my blind on the 
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Young deer hunter Connor Dietrich proudly 
holds his first deer.  Folks, that smile says it 

all.  (Photo by Grandpa Mike
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final	 evening	 of	 the	 season.	 	We	did	
kill a buck and a doe last year and he 
loved it.  Now he was hunting.  He 
was “One of us”, as he put it.  He was 
so proud to tell our host, great friend 
John Caldwell that he would actually 
be hunting this year.
 The	 first	 3-day	 season	 came	 and	
went with identical results as youth 
season.  He hunted every day.  Every 
day he saw deer and every day they 
were too far out.  I think seeing many 
more deer than in October kept his 
interest up.  He wanted to hunt every 
minute that he could.  Every day as we 
left	the	field,	I	asked	him	if	he	wanted	to	
come back the next day.  Every day the 
answer was exactly the same.  “YES!!”
 He was only slightly aware of the 
second season in 2-weeks.  That last 
evening	of	the	first	season,	as	the	sun	
disappeared over the levee, I asked 
him if he was interested in hunting 
again in a couple of weeks.  His eyes 
lit up and he said “Oh yeah!  Can I?”  
We now had a second season plan.
 Because of school and my 
schedule, we would only have 2-days 
to hunt that weekend.  He decided he 
wanted to hunt one day in the ground 

blind and one day in the tree stand.  
Those plans changed as soon as we 
got to John’s and heard his scouting 
report.
 John had been seeing deer cross 
a tractor road every evening between 
4:30 and sunset.  He thought if we 
could build a natural blind close to that 
spot,	he	figured	we	had	a	90%	chance	
of seeing deer close enough for CJ.  I 
guarantee you that John wanted CJ to 
kill a deer as much, if not more, than 
the rest of us.
 We did as John had instructed, 
where John had instructed.  John was 
right, but it is never that easy.  Right 
at sunset a doe stepped out but was 
much further to our left than we had 
anticipated.  CJ got a look at her, as 
we were trying to adjust, she picked 
us off.  I was so disappointed.  But 
not CJ.  There was excitement in his 
voice when he said “We are coming 
right back here tomorrow!”  And that 
we did.  
 That next evening was our 7th day 
to deer hunt that fall.  I was admittedly 
pretty tickled that he wanted to keep 
hunting.  There are not many 8-year-
olds with that kind of determination.  

There	is	no	quit	in	this	kid.		He	is	the	
one always saying “One more cast 
Grandpa.  One more cast.”
	 On	 that	 final	 evening	 we	 set-up	
expecting the deer to do the same 
thing they did the evening before.  And 
they did.  When they showed-up, in 
the exact same spot as before, CJ had 
his gun on the rest point right them.  
There	were	2	and	the	first	one	stepped	
into the road and stopped. Yesterday 
she stopped because she saw us move.  
Today she stopped because she saw 
the decoy, I was smart enough to put 
in	the	field	along	the	road.
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CALL RICK HAMM: 309-635-5200CALL RICK HAMM: 309-635-5200
www.showmeyoursnows.comwww.showmeyoursnows.com

LOCALLOCALLODGING
LODGINGAVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

 CJ was on his gun and I told him 
safety off.  I said take your time and shoot 
when you are ready. The deer was over 
100-yards out and he took his time.  Later 
he told me that he was concentrating on 
the shot.  That shot was true and made 
jelly out of both lungs.
 This deer was one the 5 biggest 
whitetailed does I have ever seen.  
“Jurassic Doe” he called her.  My 
8-years old grandson had taken a 
gobbler	and	a	deer	in	his	first	year	of	
hunting.  The deer came with mere 
minutes left in our season.  It really 
was a bottom of the 9th, walk-off doe.

Capt. Sea Dawg Jones 
with a couple of nice fish 

through the ice in
Northern Wisconsin. 
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ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL

dogcamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

REMI….
By Brad Peterson,
Setter Ridge Gun Dogs

 It was over a dozen years ago 
when I directed my son to go pick up 
a pup that we had previously looked 
at.  Josh and I were on the same page, 

it was time to add another dog to the 
pack.			The	only	flaw	to	our	plan	was	
that we did not have approval from 
the most important person in the 
house.  I must admit, I was banking on 
my wife’s love of her son and puppies 
to keep me out of the impending 
doghouse I was putting myself in.  
My	fears	were	quickly	dismissed	after	
Josh walked in holding a beautiful 
orange and white English Setter puppy 
who we would later name Wild Flush 
Rowdy Remington.  I remember the 
moment	quite	well.	 	My	wife	melted	
as she reluctantly took Remi into her 
arms.		It	was	a	moment	of	conflicting	
emotions in which her softest side 
won out.  It was also the beginning of 
a bond that lasted over 12 years.  Remi 
really became Betsy’s dog on that day.  
 I retired Remi two seasons ago.  
I knew his eyesight and hearing was 
failing.  The day I made the decision 

was tough hunting.  Weather was 
changing by the hour from good to bad 
and back to good.  When the weather 
improved, I decided to put Remi down 
in a new area that looked not only 
promising but not too hard for him to 
navigate.  When Remi knew it was his 
turn he lit up.  Almost like his youth 
came back to him.  His expressions, 
his movements reminded me of his 
puppy years.  It is something he never 
lost.  I remember watching him charge 
down the logging road and make a 
hard-right cast into the cover.  His 
bell sounding like it was supposed to 
– clear, steady and within range.  This 
new area looked good.  Perfect cover.  
I	was	 surprised	we	were	 not	 finding	
birds.  I could not believe how fast the 
weather changed.  It went from partly 
sunny skies and 40 degrees to pouring 
rain and dropping in temperature.  I 
backed into some pine trees to get 

2470 235th St.
Fort Madison, IA

1-877-BIRDHUNT
www.FaethsFowlPlay.com

RIVERSIDE MOTEL, 
CABINS & 
BEULAH’S 

COUNTRY HOME
Open Year Round • Free Wireless Internet (at Motel Office)

Horsehoe Holler Horse Camp, RV Sites, Stewart’s Landing, Floating, 
Fishing,Tubing, Hunting, Horseback Riding, Hiking and Golf

Enjoy the Ozark Mountains with us.

573-226-3291 • riverq@centurytel.net
www.riversidemotelonline.com

19159 State Highway 19 • Eminence, MO 65466



some protection from the rain.  Then 
I pulled out my GPS.  It took a bit for 
the controller to connect with Remi’s 
collar.  When it did it indicated he was 
moving in the wrong direction.  I blew 
my whistle and started walking toward 
him only to be delayed by the weather 
again.  I was getting concerned for my 
old friend.  I knew he was probably 
anxious.  It was two hours later when 
I saw him come to the logging road 
I was on.  I called to him and he did 
not hear me.  I closed the distance and 
called again.  That time he heard me.  
When he tried to locate me, he was 
moving his head like he was looking 
through	bifocals.	 	When	I	finally	put	
my hands on him, he was shivering 
and leaned into me with purpose.  We 
made our way back to the truck and 
most of that trek Remi had his head 
touching my leg.  It was a sad walk.  I 
knew we had reached a new chapter.  I 
was feeling terrible.  It cannot end this 
way – right?  Those thoughts stayed 
with me as I drove slowly to another 
new area.  I took a new road into a 
county forest section.  The weather had 
improved.  Temperature was around 
40 again and the sun was out.  I was 
tired.		The	dogs	were	tired	and	quiet.		
Then I saw a nice little overgrown 
logging road that dipped down into 
10-year aspen and dotted with pines.  
I parked the truck and opened the 
tailgate.  Remi looked ready to go, just 
like the other dogs.  Tired but game.  
So, I asked him if he wanted one 
more run.  His eyes, although cloudy, 
said yes.  I put a fully charged collar 
on his neck and put him down alone 
listening to disagreement being stated 
from the other dogs.  He was moving 
slow but determined.  He worked the 
cover like an old veteran would.  He 

crossed the road at the lowest part of 
the dip and his bell went silent and 
the gps beeped.  It was thick but I 
could still see him clearly.  Sensing 
a special moment, I just watched 
him and softly said, whoa…whoa…
whoa.  He did not need the command.  
I	did.		I	needed	this	moment.		I	finally	
moved	 in	 to	 flush	 the	 bird.	 	A	 fully	
mature grouse absolutely exploded 
through the canopy.  I got one shot off 
and missed.  I called Remi to me and 
kneeled beside him and apologized 
for the miss.  He seemed to forgive 
me.  It is still a good memory.  
 We were looking forward 
to Thanksgiving this year as we 
normally do.  Family began to arrive 
the day before.  As evening came 
upon us, I started into my routine of 
going to the barn to let the dogs out 
and put them down for the night.  It 
was then I noticed a drastic change in 
Remi.  Motor function had changed.  
He was not stable any longer.  I saw 
a	distance	in	his	eyes.		He	was	filthy	
from a day patrolling the pigeon and 
quail	pens.		(It	was	his	retirement	job	
since we moved to the new property.  
He kept the training birds on notice.)  
So, I moved him to the dog bath to 
clean him up.  Betsy and my daughter 
Krystin moved him to our bed and 
covered him with blankets and tears.  
As I called the vet, I tried to maintain 
some hope but really knew this was 
the end.  Betsy and I made ‘that’ drive 
to our veterinarian.  Betsy sat in the 
back seat of the truck with Remi on 
her lap telling him what a good boy he 
was.  We moved him into the clinic, 
Betsy and I held Remi on our lap.  We 
stroked his head and reminded him 
of what he meant to us as he silently 
slipped away.  The ride home was 
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GOBBLERS KNOB
HUNTING PRESERVE

26471 E. State Hwy 9 • Canton, Illinois 61520
Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve is located 
4.5 miles east of Canton, Illinois on Route 9

BOOK HUNTS TODAY!
PHEASANT, QUAIL & CHUKAR

WE TRAIN & SELL QUALITY BIRD DOGS

DON DEUEL, PRESERVE OWNER/MANAGER
Please call or email your hunting needs to 
Don at Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve!

gobblersknob50@yahoo.com
(309) 647-3641 • Cell (309) 219-2343

MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
  Guides & Outfitters 618/728-4328

Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71

Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign, 
turn south, follow signs

HUNT QUAIL ,  PHEASANT, 
CHUKAR,  DOVE & TURKEY!

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com

quiet	except	for	the	sound	of	crying.		
 It is strange for me as I go to the 
dog barn now.  Not that I am one dog 
down - it is because of the dog who is 
not here any longer.  Remi was a bird 
dog – true.  But, even more than that, 
Remi was part of our family.  Truly one 

of the constant positives in our lives.  
 So, here is to our good boy 
Remi.  We will remember you with 
all fondness our hearts can muster, 
and our minds can recall.   You will 
always be our good boy.
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ASO MAGAZINE’S 1ST ANNUALASO MAGAZINE’S 1ST ANNUAL  
SPORT & VACATION SHOWSPORT & VACATION SHOW

 And Bring A Big Net: The bite’s on at 
Norfork Lake, and they’re hitting hard. For 
the best crappie, striper, bass, and walleye 
fishing,	it’s	clean	water,	clear	water	Norfork	
Lake. Both morning and evening you can 
expect to catch bass & BIG stripers, so now 
is	the	time	to	come	fish	the	best	lake	in	the	
mid-south for stripers. You’ll need a Big 
Net, a Really Big Net!
	 Norfork	Lake	is	an	outstanding	fishery,	
drawing enthusiasts from all over the 
country. Nationally famous for the striped 
and	 hybrid	 bass	 it	 yields,	 fishing	 Norfork	
Lake	also	offers	great	fishing	for	both	large	

and smallmouth bass. Don’t overlook the 
walleye population, as this much sought-
after	table	fish	has	really	come	into	its	own.	
White bass, monster crappie and bluegill, 
and	catfish	are	also	plentiful.
 We Never Close: Mild winters, water 
that never freezes, and a 365-day open 
season,	 enable	 anglers	 to	 enjoy	 fishing	
throughout the year. Spring typically comes 
early to Norfork Lake as does the traditional 
spring bite.  Our warm lazy summer days 
offer	great	bass	and	crappie	fishing	early	in	
the mornings and late in the evenings leaving 
your afternoons for other lake adventures.
	 For	a	real	thrill,	try	fishing	“The Night 
Shift.”	 The	mosquitoes	won’t	 bother	 you.	
There	 are	 none.	 And	 fishing	 in	 the	 fall	
couldn’t be better as you cruise the lake 
looking for that special hot spot while 

admiring some of the most beautiful fall 
foliage that you have ever seen.
 Need Help? You’ve Got It!: Traditional 
fishing	on	Norfork	Lake	 is	 something	 that	
visitors not familiar with this awesome lake 
might	find	a	bit	challenging.		The	clear	lake	
may be appealing to swimmers and water 
sport enthusiasts, but when you can see 
thirty	feet	into	the	water,	the	fish	can	see	you	
too!  That’s the challenge that Norfork Lake 
offers. Because the lake isn’t murky, lower 
test	 line	 is	commonly	used	so	 that	 the	fish	
can’t see it.  Just picture hooking up with at 
15-pound striper using 8 pound test. That’s 
the way we do it!
 Spoons, stickbaits, and other more 
natural-looking lures are encouraged 

DISCOVER CLEAN CLEAR WATER
EXPERIENCE GREAT FISHING
DISCOVER NORFORK LAKE

along with various live baits.   For the best 
experience, schedule a charter with one of 
the lake’s experienced  and professional 
guide services. They are here to help you 
learn	 technique,	 bait	 and	 lure	 choices,	
and locating the big one you’re looking 
for. Don’t forget to stop in at one of 
the conveniently located bait shops on 
the lake. Those bait guys are just full of 
the most up to date “what’s hot and what’s 
not” information. And don’t forget those 
knowledgeable resort and marina owners. 
They literally live on the lake and are always 
willing to steer you in the right direction. 
The key is to be patient and to know when to 
fish	deep	but	also	know	when	the	top	water	
bite is about to be on.
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112 East High Street • Hennepin, IL 61327

815.925.7216 • www.hennepinmarine.com

Visit our Visit our 

website for 
website for 

Open House 
Open House 

UpdatesUpdates

Our Our Showrooms 
Showrooms are Full of 
are Full of 2021 Models!

2021 Models!

2020 Caymas CX 20  - $68,6182020 Caymas CX 20  - $68,618

2021 Lund 1875 PRO-V Sport- Call for Pricing2021 Lund 1875 PRO-V Sport- Call for Pricing

2021 Lund 1775 Impact SS- Call for Pricing2021 Lund 1775 Impact SS- Call for Pricing

2021 Bennington 20 SV, Fishing 2021 Bennington 20 SV, Fishing 
Layout w/Mercury 60 CT- $25,099Layout w/Mercury 60 CT- $25,099

2020 Caymas CX 21 PRO - $75,8142020 Caymas CX 21 PRO - $75,814

SEE FULL LINE OF NEW & USED INVENTORY ON OUR WEBSITESEE FULL LINE OF NEW & USED INVENTORY ON OUR WEBSITE

2021 2075 PRO-V Bass XS- Call for Pricing2021 2075 PRO-V Bass XS- Call for Pricing

2021 2075 Impact XS- Call for Pricing2021 2075 Impact XS- Call for Pricing

2021 1650 Angler SS- Call for Pricing2021 1650 Angler SS- Call for Pricing

 2021 Bennington L23 Bowrider 2021 Bennington L23 Bowrider
Mercury 250 V8 4ST - Call for pricingMercury 250 V8 4ST - Call for pricing

2021 Lund 1875 Crossover XS2021 Lund 1875 Crossover XS

2021 Lund 1675 Adventure SS2021 Lund 1675 Adventure SS

2021 Bennington 22 SVSR, Triple 2021 Bennington 22 SVSR, Triple 
Log w/Mercury 150- $41,999Log w/Mercury 150- $41,999
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Home of the Turtle Flambeau Flowage
Explore Mercer

MERCER - YOUR 
NORTHWOODS DESTINATION
 Looking for a small, charming 
town that has everything you are 
looking for, well look no further than 
Mercer, Wisconsin. In North Central 
Wisconsin,	 you	 will	 find	 yourself	
driving through a town surrounded by 
luscious lakes and majestic wildlife. 
Mercer is a great getaway destination 
up in the Northwoods.
 Mercer has a landmark to show 
how loony we are, her name is Claire 
d’ Loon, which is a 16” giant Loon 
statue. Claire is the third largest loon 
statue in the world. When in Mercer 
you will have to take some photos and 
play Claire’s Voice box, which goes 
over her history and all the loon calls. 
Mercer is known for being the Loon 
Capital of the World, by holding the 
highest population of paired loons. 
There is nothing more relaxing that 
sitting	around	a	campfire	listening	to	
the Loon Calls from across the lake.
 Most important Mercer, 

Wisconsin is the Home of the Turtle 
Flambeau Flowage a large body of 
water that is over 14,000 acres. This 
is a perfect place to go boating for 
the	 day	 or	 find	 that	 special	 fishing	
spot to catch the big one that will 
make your vacation. A bonus to the 
Flowage is that many of our resorts, 
bars and restaurants are located along 
the Flowage to provide access or get 
off the water for a bite to eat.  The 
Mercer area has 214 lake besides the 
Flowage, so there is plenty of water to 
fish	at	any	capacity.	This	is	a	location	
to	bring	the	family	to	play,	swim,	fish,	
and	boat	around	the	lakes	and	flowage	
for that fun day in the sun. 
 The Heart of Vilas County Bike 
Trail System has crossed over into 
Iron county and connected its way 
into Mercer. This trail system is over 
52	 miles	 along	 going	 through	 five	
communities. This is a great way to 
travel through town to see all the local 

shops and businesses and see the 
natural beauty this region has to offer.
 There are over 100 miles of 
ATV/UTV trails in the Mercer area. 
Mercer’s trails connect with other 
Iron County trails to form the largest 
All-Terrain Vehicle trail system in 
Wisconsin, with over 250 miles of 
adventurous trails.
 Over 250 miles of groomed 
snowmobile trails in southern Iron 
County offer a variety of riding 
experiences. From former railroad 
grade, to heavily forested land, to the 
wide-open spaces of marked trails 
across the Turtle Flambeau Flowage, 
riders understand why Iron County 

is the Snow Capital of Wisconsin. 
Mercer’s trails are part of the 500+ 
miles of the Iron County Trail System. 
Riders may head north, all the way 
up into Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
as well as east and west to adjoining 
counties. There is always something 
new around the bend.
 Mercer, Wisconsin is the perfect 
getaway destination with plenty of 
recreational opportunities to keep you 
and the whole family entertained. The 
Loons are calling your name and hope 
to see you in Mercer soon. 
 For information about the Mercer 
Area, contact info@mercercc.com or 
715.476.2389. Visit mercercc.com.
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HABITAT RESTORATION, EDUCATION, AND CONSERVATION
QUGA SEED PROGRAM

CRP CONSERVATION MIXES/FORMS AVAILABLE AT WWW.QUGA.ORG

FOOD PLOT 
SEED 

AVAILABLE

ILLINOIS SEED PROGRAM FOR CRP

FIND A CHAPTER AND JOIN QUGA OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!

815-536-2272 • BOBWHITE@PSCI.NET

WWW.QUGA.ORG
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 Edgewater Villa Resort is located 
in a deep cove of Table Rock Lake.  
You	 won’t	 find	 many	 coves	 along	
the shores of Table Rock that are 
designated a NO WAKE ZONE, but 
we are located in one of the few.  For 
our guests, this means you can enjoy 
relaxing lake activities like paddle 
boarding and kayaking in a safe 
atmosphere, without entering the main 
channel of the lake.  The kids can swim 
at	 our	 dock	 and	 you	 can	 float	 your	
cares away without boats speeding 
by.  If you want to enjoy a high-energy 
lake day like wake-boarding, tubing 
or water skiing, that’s no problem.  
Just outside our cove are open waters 

where you can kick-up the speed.
 At Edgewater Villa Resort, we 
promote a fun and friendly atmosphere 
where you can feel welcome and at 
home. We realize life can be stressful 
and hectic, so we try our hardest to 
create a place where you can make 
memories and enjoy a much-deserved 
vacation. Whether you are into water 
sports,	 fishing,	 shopping,	 Branson	
shows, roller coasters or just plain 
relaxing, we would love to be able to 
call you our guest.

We look forward to meeting you soon!
Andy and Barb Lichtas, 
Edgewater Villa Resort Owners

392 Eagle Drive, Branson West, MO 65737
417-739-4585 • www.edgewatervillaresort.com

ACCOMMODATIONS INCLUDE:
• Lakeside Condo
• Poolside Condo
•  Premier Individual A Frame
• Individual A Frame
• Single Story Duplex

• Two Story Duplex
• Lakeside Double Condo
• Double A Frame
• Boat & Slip Rentals

Located in a no-wake cove in the Aunt’s Creek Area, Edgewater Villa Resort 
strikes the perfect balance between enjoying the tranquil waters of one of 
the best bass fishing lakes in the country and nearby Branson attractions. 
Whether you’re into fishing, water sports, shopping, shows or just plain 
relaxing, Edgewater Villa Resort is the perfect place for you.

LET US “SHOW YOU”
THE GOOD LIFE
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 Nord Outdoor Power Corp in 
Bloomington, Illinois is excited to announce 
they have recently been designated an 
Authorized Dealer for Bubba Rope products.  
Douglas Nord, President of Nord Outdoor 
Power stated: “Growing up in the country 
with a background in agriculture, the waste 
industry and trucking, we often dealt with 
getting	 a	 vehicle	 or	 piece	 of	 equipment	 out	
from being stuck.  Many times, this involved 
using a chain, cable or strap which proved, not 
only dangerous, but hard on both the operator 
and the unit as well.  I recently found out about 
the kinetic rope products made by Bubba Rope 
and I knew we had found another great product 
for our customers.  We are proud to be stocking 
these products in our Bloomington store and 
will be adding them to our online store www.
nordpower.shop coming soon.”  
 Bubba Rope created the Original Power 
Stretch™ recovery rope that worked by 

transferring more power and less jerk when 
recovering stuck vehicles. It was not too long 
before they found out that this new Power 
Gain Technology™ worked perfectly not only 
on ATV’s, Jeeps, and trucks, but also on larger 
equipment	used	in	industrial	applications	like	
snowplows, semi’s and even heavy farming 
equipment.		
 The Bubba Power Stretch™ recovery 
rope also became known for its tough Gator-
ized® vinyl rope armor that covered the rope 
protecting	the	rope’s	nylon	fibers	against	UV	
rays, water, sand, and abrasion. And because it 
came in fun colors it was immediately dubbed 
by many as the “coolest” recovery product to 
have. Since then, countless others have tried to 
duplicate this product, but just making a rope 
that “look’s” like a Bubba Rope is not enough. 
Only Bubba Rope has and uses the original 
US Military Specs of this Power Stretch rope 
and	 only	 Bubba	 Rope	 actually	 certifies	 the	
breaking strength of their completed product.
The successful elimination of all metal from the 
Bubba Power Stretch™ rope was followed by 
the development of the Gator-Jaw® Synthetic 

(309) 663-5151
1716 E Hamilton Rd • Bloomington, IL 61704

www.NordPower.com

NEW AT NORD OUTDOOR POWER – A FASTER, 
SMARTER AND SAFER WAY TO GET YOUR 
TRUCK – UNSTUCK!

Big Bubba

Lil Bubba
Renegade 

Rope

Gator-Jaw detail

Mega Gator-Jaw Pro 
fastened to vehicle

Gator-Jaw 
NexGen 

Pro

Shackle made from Ultra-high-molecular-
weight polyethylene (UHMPE) rope. With 
a tensile strength higher than steel, and still 
light	enough	to	float	in	water,	the	Gator-Jaw® 
synthetic shackle won the 2015 SEMA Award 
for Best New Off-Road Product. Since then 
this product has gone through multiple designs 
making it stronger and easier to use. Similar to 
our Power Stretch Recovery Rope our Gator-
Jaw Synthetic Shackle also has its imitators 
that look the same, but buyers beware. Our 
patented design assures you of the best product 
on the market today.
 Together, a Bubba Power Stretch Rope 
and a Gator-Jaw synthetic shackle can be used 
for off-road recovery, and in farming, mining, 
and even marine applications. Additional next 
generation products like the new patented non-
metal synthetic winch line and even newer 
Gator-Jaw PROLINE successfully released in 
2018.
Bubba Recovery Gear and its family of 
innovative recovery products will continue to 
be American made, fully tested, and designed 
in response to customers’ needs. It will also 

continue to be the recognized brand that 
sets the standard of excellence for the faster, 
smarter, safer way to get your truck unstuck.
 Bubba Rope products are now in stock 
at Nord Outdoor Power for ATV, UTV, 
automobile, agriculture and construction 
equipment	applications.		Find	out	more	about	
Nord Outdoor Power as follows:

Nord Outdoor Power Corp
1716 E Hamilton Rd

Bloomigton, IL  61704
Phone:  309-663-5151

Website:
www.nordpower.com

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/nordpower

Youtube:  
www.youtube.com/nordoutdoorpower

MeWe:  
www.MeWe.com/p/nordoutdoorpower
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2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn/Lone 
Star- $39,962

2020 Ford F-150 STX Truck V6 
EcoBoost with Auto Start/Stop 
Technology Engine - $40,764

2021 Jeep Gladiator Sport
$39,930

2020 Ford F-150 Lariat Truck V6 
EcoBoost with Auto Start/Stop 
Technology Engine - $51,597

2021 Ram 1500 Laramie
$44,999

2020 Ford F-150 XLT Truck V8 
with Auto Start/Stop 

Technology Engine - $41,415

2021 Ram 1500 Laramie
$52,280

2020 Ford F-150 STX Truck, V6, 
EcoBoost with Auto Start/Stop 
Technology Engine - $38,475

ROANOKE FORD • 217 W. HUSSEMAN ST., ROANOKE, IL 61561

SALES, PARTS AND SERVICE 
CALL: (309) 923-2141

WWW.ROANOKEFORD.NET

ROANOKE MOTOR COMPANY • 1313 W. FRONT ST. ROANOKE, IL 61561 

SALES, PARTS AND SERVICE
CALL: (309) 340-4871

WWW.ROMOCOINC.COM

YOUR TRUCK HEADQUARTERS: FORDS AND RAMS
2 GREAT DEALERS • GREAT PRICES • GREAT SERVICE

HUGE 
YEAR END 
SAVINGS!!

DRIVE A 
LITTLE SAVE 

A LOT!

ASK DEALER FOR DETAILS
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 There are currently 8 cabins for rent 
at Lakeview.  Cabins 2 and 3, the Striper 
and Crappie, have been renovated and 
upgraded inside and out.  Cabin 8, the 
Homestead, was built the winter of 
2017-18, and Cabin 1, the Bluegill was 
completely rebuilt during the winter of 
2019-20.  All cabins are far enough apart 
for clients to maintain physical distances.
 When 2 dead trees needed to 
be taken down this summer, Dave 
developed an alternative plan.  After 
obtaining permission from the TVA to 
take the trees down, he topped them. 
Barb contacted a professional chainsaw 
artist and made arrangements to have the 
tree trunks carved in place.  Lakeview’s 
clients and neighbors were excited and 
impressed to watch the artist perform 
his magic, and results of his endeavor 
are a testament to the wildlife found at 
and in Kentucky Lake.
 Winter months are slower at 

Lakeview for rentals.   Never one to 
sit still, Dave stays busy with projects 
small and large on the 6-acre property.  
In addition to building the last section 
of marina, Dave is renovating Cabin 
7, the Smallmouth which, when 
completed, it will be the 2nd handicap 
accessible cabin for clients with 
mobility challenges.  Cabin 6, the Big 
Bass,	will	also	receive	a	new	floor.
 Because	 of	 the	 unique	 needs	 of	
fishing	 and	 vacation	 clients,	 Dave	 and	
Barb continue to take reservations and 
deposits by telephone.  They answer the 
telephone daily 7a-8p Central time, and 
are	happy	to	answer	any	questions	about	
the cabins, boats, and surrounding areas.

 Dave and Barb look forward to 
hosting the variety of people who 
choose Lakeview Cottages & Marina 
for their weekend getaways, family 
reunions, weekday retreats, or days on 
the Lake with boat rentals.”

 “Lakeview Cottages and Marina 
began	as	a	simple	fishing	camp	in	1949	
after the Tennessee River was dammed 
by the Tennessee Valley Authority and 
Kentucky Lake created.  Since taking 
possession of Lakeview Cottages & 
Marina in 2012, Dave and Barb Lively 
have worked diligently to bring the 
facilities from the 60’s to the 2000’s.  
Both are Air Force veterans, and proud 
of the strong work ethic they bring to the 
small “mom-and-pop” cabin and marina 
business located on the banks of Cypress 
Creek on southern Kentucky Lake.
 A devastating ice storm destroyed 
part of the Marina in March 2014.  With 
assistance from the insurance company 
and	 local	 bank,	 the	 first	 new	 steel	
section of Marina was in place and use 
by Memorial Day.  More expansion 
followed, and with this fall’s completion, 
the Marina will be have a total of 84 slips 
for yearly, seasonal, and nightly rentals.

Where every guest becomes a friend!

www.lakeviewcottagesandmarina.com

•  Lakeview Cottages & Marina is nestled in a quiet cove off the main waters of Kentucky Lake on the Kentucky/
Tennessee border. 

•  Each cabin is fully furnished.  The kitchen areas contain: refrigerator, stove, microwave, coffee maker, and the basic 
kitchen setup for cooking and eating.

• All beds are made and towels provided for use in the included bathrooms.
• Each cabin has a deck, charcoal grill, and small fire ring for relaxing, cooking, and enjoying the quiet country evening.
• Pontoons and fishing boats available for rent.
• Small sandy beach
•  Go to our website for pictures and pricing, then call to make your reservation.  Dave & Barb look forward to 

answering your questions and welcoming your to their home.

KENTUCKY LAKE, THE BEST OF THE GREAT OUTDOORS!
OWNERS: DAVE AND BARBARA LIVELY

165 LAKEVIEW CABINS DRIVE • NEW CONCORD, KY 42076
270-436-5876 • LAKEVIEW@WK.NET
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VISIT BEAUTIFUL VISIT BEAUTIFUL 
LAKE VERMILLIONLAKE VERMILLION

FISH • FAMILY • FOOD • FUNFISH • FAMILY • FOOD • FUN
Life of Riley Resort is the only resort on Life of Riley Resort is the only resort on 

Norwegian Bay - a super fishing area and Norwegian Bay - a super fishing area and 
one guaranteed to give you that wilderness one guaranteed to give you that wilderness 

sensation of being in God’s Country.sensation of being in God’s Country.

P.O. Box 1147, Cook, MN 55723P.O. Box 1147, Cook, MN 55723
218-666-5453 • Email: rocknlee@cpinternet.com • 218-666-5453 • Email: rocknlee@cpinternet.com • www.lifeofrileyresort.comwww.lifeofrileyresort.com

Northwoods Lodge

Northern Lights Lodge

 Life of Riley Resort is located 
on beautiful Lake Vermilion, at the 
end of Norwegian Bay. It is the most 
secluded resort on the lake. Sitting on 
310 continuous acres with a mile of 
shoreline. It has one of the largest natural 
sand beaches on the lake. Surrounded 
by state and national forest, Life Of 
Riley is a true outdoor experience. 
 There is something to do for 
everyone throughout our season. 
From the beach to boating to nearby 
attractions;	everyone	 loves	 the	fishing.	
All Midwest species can be caught in 
Lake Vermilion. One of the best parts 

about the lake is that you never have to 
go	far	to	find	fish.	Some	of	the	largest	
fish	caught	have	been	within	site	of	the	
resort. If you love trolling or jigging 
walleye, we got it. If you love casting 
bass and northern pike, we got it. If 
you love bluegill and crappie, we got 
it.	If	you	love	hunting	for	that	“fish	of	a	
thousand casts” muskie, we got it. 
	 Lake	 Vermilion	 is	 the	 first	 large	
natural body of water located just north 
of the Laurentian Divide. This means 
we are the headwaters to the northern 
shield lakes. It puts Lake Vermilion on 
top	of	the	world	with	its	water	flowing	
north, ultimately to Hudson Bay. When 
you drive past us, you are driving down 
stream. 
 Life Of Riley is one of the oldest 
operations on the lake, established in 
1929, by Riley and Dorothy Creigh. 
Rock and Lee Gillson have been the 
owners and operators for over 40 years, 
now their sons Josh and Caleb are 
taking over the family business. The 
family owned business has grown and 
evolved over the years with new cabins, 
amenities, and a list of projects without 
end; the one thing that has not changed or 
ever will is the level of customer service 

Life Of Riley provides. With the family 
and a full staff, they provide anything 
and everything you could want. The 
resort has a full-service marina, dinging 
hall that serves breakfast every day, kids 
programing,	equipment,	and	a	long	list	
of additional amenities to enjoy. 
 So, we ask you to join us, step 
back in time and live the life of Riley, 
at Life Of Riley Resort on beautiful 
Lake Vermilion. Give us a call or visit 
us online.

COME LIVE 
THE LIFE OF 
RILEY
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Nine spacious and beautiful 2- and 3-bedroom log cabins 
on the shores of Garden Lake in Ely, Minnesota.  

Deer Ridge Resort • 444 Fernberg Rd. Ely, MN 55731

(218) 365-4075 • reservations@deerridgeresort.com
www.deerridgeresort.com

Cabins are fully furnished for up to 8 guests.  We are located in close proximity to 
all that Ely and the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness have to offer, 

particularly appealing to sportsmen, fishermen, snowmobilers, and cross-country skiers.  
Please see our website www.deerridgeresort.com for more details! 

Activities at Deer Ridge Include: Fishing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Paddle Boats, 
Swimming, Playground, Frisbee Golf, Horseshoes, Board Games and more.

Book Online at: https://reserve2.resnexus.com/resnexus/reservations/lodging/0B6DE7C7-D541-
402B-A232-EB556379AE49?_ga=2.199014191.1450859104.1605551747-1704258198.1558372171

Special Winter Promotion: 
50% off our cabin rental rates 

(winter season reservations only, 
now through April 15, 2021) when 
booked online with promo code 

ASOMAG

 Located on 35 Acres of Pristine 
Woodlands with over 2,500 Feet of 
Shoreline.
 The White Iron Chain of lakes 
offers	 the	 fisherman	 a	 choice	 of	 four	
lakes with over 6,000 acres of some of 
the	best	world	class	fishing.	All	of	the	
lakes in the chain have a wide variety 
of structure: reefs, rock piles, wild rice 
in the bays, islands, and drop-offs.
 Deer Ridge Resort is located on 
670 acre Garden Lake, famous for its 
smallmouth	bass	and	crappie	fishing.	
Looking for a trophy northern pike 
for the living room wall? Just a short 
boat ride from Garden Lake to 1,328 
acre Farm Lake and you are now in 
some of the best northern pike water 
in the state. Head west from Farm 
Lake through silver rapids and you 

are now in the 3,649 grand lake of 
White Iron. If walleye is your choice 
of	fish	White	Iron	will	serve	you	right	
with	 consistent	 fish	 in	 5-8lbs	 range.	
Looking for a true wilderness lake 
then 618 acre South Farm Lake is 
the one. Set inside of the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area South Farm Lake 
is one of a few lakes open in the 
BWCA to motorized water craft (25 
hp limitation). BWCA day use motor 
permits	 are	 required	 and	 only	 a	 few	
are issued each day which keep the 
fishing	pressure	very	low.	We	can	help	
you with getting a South Farm permit, 
but should be done well in advance as 
permits are very limited.
	 We	specialize	in	planning	fishing	
adventures	to	fit	your	needs.	We	will	
mark out on a lake map hot spots and 
help you with choosing the right gear.
 If you choose to hire a guide to 
get you started, Deer Ridge Resort 
and Basswood Trails Guide Service 
have teamed up to offer you the best 
in	Northwood’s	fishing.	Fishing	with	
us is not only a trip, it’s a learning 
experience. You will learn how to 
locate	and	catch	many	species	of	fish.	
We	 encourage	 you	 to	 ask	 questions.	

What you learn can help you be more 
successful	 for	 many	 fishing	 trips	 to	
come. We recommend reserving our 
guide service in advance. 
 We are on Garden Lake which 
is one of the four lakes on the White 
Iron Chain of Lakes. Garden, Farm, 
White Iron have no motor restrictions 
and South Farm is in the motorized 
portion of the BWCA. 
 Fishing is the most Popular 
pastime., but we are also a family-
oriented resort. For the family we 
have an interpretive nature trail, 
playground, swim area, horseshoe 
court, frisbee golf, canoes, kayaks, 
and paddle boats. We are also in 
walking distance of the majestic 
Kawishiwi Waterfalls. Other are 
attractions include the Wolf Center, 
Bear Center, Dorothy Molter 
Museum, Ely Shopping and Golf.
 We are a family run business. 
Our small family run resort with only 
nine cabins so we specialize in the 
personal touch. We offer beautiful 
two- and three-bedroom spacious log 
cabins that overlook Garden Lake. 
We invite you to come enjoy the 
outdoors, listen the loons, soak up the 

scenery, spy on the wildlife, watch 
our beautiful sunsets and join us for a 
peaceful relaxing vacation!
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FISHING FOR AN ELY MINNESOTA RESORT?
Come to White Iron Beach Resort in Northern Minnesota 

Located on Beautiful White Iron Lake • Resort Specials
New Rates and Online Booking are Now Available.

Kerry and Sandy Davis- Owners
13471 White Iron Beach, Ely, MN 55731

Email: wibr1917@gmail.com

Phone: (218) 365-4885
www.whiteironbeach.com

Book Online at: Book Online at: https://reserve2.resnexus.com/resnexus/reservations/lodging/BE748512-94E7-4423-815C-53419E23608Ehttps://reserve2.resnexus.com/resnexus/reservations/lodging/BE748512-94E7-4423-815C-53419E23608E

THE HISTORY OF WHITE IRON 
BEACH RESORT
103 YEARS OF SERVING OUR GUESTS
ELY MINNESOTA’S OLDEST 
WILDERNESS RESORT
 White Iron Beach Resort was 
founded in 1917, making it one of the 
region’s earliest wilderness resorts. 
Even then, the small community of 
Ely was becoming a tourist destination. 
With a history rich in Ojibwe Indian 
culture, fur trading and iron ore 
mining, not to mention the natural 
beauty of the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, makes Ely a fun and 
fascinating community. One hundred 
and three years later, White Iron Beach 
Resort is still in business, creating 
vacation memories for folks around 
the world. White Iron Lake, which is 
part	 of	 a	 five-lake	 chain	 that	 extends	
into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness, is known for its remarkable 
scenery, including dense forests, islands 

and rocky shorelines. We invite you to 
go back in time and discover the White 
Iron Lake of yesterday, little changed in 
nearly a century.

And Now…
 White Iron Beach has been owned 
us, Kerry and Sandy Davis, for the 
last 25 years. We both are originally 
from Galesburg Illinois. Our jobs took 
us to Richton Park Illinois, Agoura 
Hills California, Frankfort Illinois and 
then to our home of Ely. Our interest 
in the resort business was spawned 
by several vacations to resorts with 
8 other families.  Kerry got the bug 
first	and	then	Sandy	got	on	board	and	
loves the business and people we get 
to meet. Our boys Chad, John and 

Taylor have helped us all along 
the way to make WIBR a real 
family place. 
 White Iron Beach Resort is 
a one-of-a-kind family vacation 
where our cabins overlook 
beautiful White Iron Lake 
near Ely, Minnesota, making 
ours	 one	 of	 the	 finest	
northern	 Minnesota	 fishing	
resorts! Surrounded by the 
Superior National Forest and 
offering easy access to the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness and outstanding 
fishing,	 White	 Iron	 Beach	
Resort is the ideal setting for 
an unforgettable Minnesota 
getaway!
 Enjoy our 
comfortable Minnesota Lake 
cabins, a shallow swimming 
area for kids, sandy beaches 
and so much more at an outstanding 
northern	 Minnesota	 fishing	 resort!	
White Iron Beach Resort has 
everything you could want in a resort 
vacation, from a scenic lake and classic 
cabins	 to	great	Minnesota	fishing	and	
all kinds of family fun! If you’re not 
on the lake trolling for trophy walleye, 

planted near a crappie bed, casting 
for bass or hooking into a lunker of a 
northern pike, you may want to check 
out our sauna or game room. Volleyball, 
basketball and a playground round out 
on-site activities, but everyone gathers 
round	 the	 campfire	 for	 our	 weekly	
marshmallow roast!
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A WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE WITHOUT ALL THE WORK
Enjoy a room with a king or queen size bed, private bath, incredible views and more!

Tiffany Davis- Owner
827 Kawishiwi Trail, Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3223 • tiffany@blueheronbnb.com
www.blueheronbnb.com

Wilderness Just Outside Your Door
The Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness is practically just off the dock at The Blue Heron. 

It opens up a world of unimaginable beauty and wildlife within the Superior National Forest. 
Beaver, lynx, otter, deer, moose and black bear are just some of the wonderful animals that 

can be seen. We are also located a short distance from Tettegouche State Park, 
Lutsen Mountains, and the North American Bear Center. Enjoy the access to this 

majestic wildlife when you visit The Blue Heron Bed & Breakfast. 

Booking engine: https://reserve2.resnexus.com/resnexus/reservations/lodging/6630BE2E-F0EC-
414A-956C-BCC82D2ED680?_ga=2.109746817.549332882.1605551583-1588993883.1560119139

ABOUT THE BLUE HERON
 The Blue Heron Bed & Breakfast 
is a lakeside lodge adjoining the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
(BWCAW)–our million-acre front yard 
near Ely, Minnesota. At the Blue Heron 
you can experience all the wilderness of 
a	 canoe	 trip	 but	 with	 a	 king-	 or	 queen-
size bed, private bath, and breakfast in the 
dining room overlooking the lake.
 You can launch from our shore to 
canoe,	fish	or	just	laze	about.	By	boat	or	by	
foot you can explore the nooks and crannies 
of our 10 acres and the BWCA... next door. 
Many trails and logging roads nearby can 
be used for hiking, biking, skiing, and 
snowshoeing. In winter we host dog sled 
trips. Or perhaps you’d rather ‘just be’ in 
a comfortable chair by the shore, on the 
porch	or	in	front	of	the	fire.
 Our marsh is a favorite delicatessen for 
moose, who have peaked in the windows. 
They occasionally leave evidence of their 
nocturnal visits on the path–watch your 
step. The marsh also hosts two active 
beaver	houses.	Its	calla	lilies	and	blue	flag	
iris are a favorite for photographers. Deer 
graze on the ledge rock just behind the 
lodge. Early risers can often see deer from 
the bedroom windows.

 There are wolf packs nearby, 
occasionally seen and often heard. Bear 
leave tunneled paths through the wild 
raspberries around the lodge.
 Another unscheduled entertainment 
is the family of foxes who den nearby 
and a trio of otters. Their antics have 
delighted us at breakfast and on canoe 
and ski outings. Our bay is home to ducks, 
loons, and a family of bitterns. The blue 
heron	fishes	our	bay	on	its	daily	route	and	
sunbathes in the view of the dining room. 
In winter an ermine makes his home under 
the building.
 A pair of Eagles nested close; it 
is about a 10-minute paddle into the 
BWCAW. If we forget to point out their 
nest site on the lake map, please ask. They 
have very cleverly placed it behind view-
obstructing branches in tall trees. Eagle 
watching is a daily treat in spring as the 
chicks grow incredibly fast and the patient 
parents – well- run out of patience!

About The Owners
 Chad, his wife Tiffany and two kids 
Isabella and Mason moved up to Ely after 
spending 10+ years in the Chicagoland 
area. We are now very proud to call Ely, 

MN home. Chad’s parents Kerry and 
Sandy Davis own White Iron Beach 
Resort just down the road from the 
Blue Heron. They have been around the 
resort life for over 20 years and love the 
personal relationships, day-to-day living, 
and the memories that are made!
 Since moving to Ely Chad has kept 
busy as a resort General Manager, real 
estate agent and building a merchant 
services company. When he’s not working 
he has been actively involved in the 
community serving on the Little League 
Board,	coaching,	hunting,	and	fishing.
 While nine months out of the year 
Tiffany is a 1st-grade teacher in Ely, she has 
dedicated her summers off to working at 

White Iron Beach Resort and one of the best 
eateries in town, The Boathouse Brewpub. 
In her spare time, she loves relaxing at the 
lake and taking in a good movie.
 Mason and Isabella keep their parents 
busy throughout the year playing multiple 
sports	and	activities.	Mason	loves	to	fish	so	
if you’re looking for a pointer or two don’t 
hesitate to ask. Isabella’s loves are dancing 
and singing. If you hear someone singing 
around the B&B it’s most likely her.
 Chad and Tiffany have a tremendous 
amount of passion and enthusiasm when 
it comes to helping others. They look 
forward to your stay with them and sharing 
your time in Ely while making your own 
memories that will last a lifetime!
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WE BUILD QUALITY PRODUCTS RIGHT ON KENTUCKY LAKE IN THE GREAT USA!

Contact Us!
Owner: Mark Ridl

Pta.inc@outlook.com

Ultrex Live Sweep 
Mounting Hardware

New
Electric Livescope Operation

4 Pole Launch Pad

Wireless Pedals for Live Sweep,
EXTRA Pedal

Over the Side Mount

8 Pole Launch Pad

By Matt Foster

 Innovative, professional, cutting-
edge, and ingenious are just a few words 
I have heard people use to describe Mark 
Ridl	 at	 Cornfield	 Crappie	 Gear.	 After	
seeing some of the products that Mark and 
his	 team	 at	Cornfield	Crappie	Gear	 have	
been putting out, I had to give him a call.
	 Mark	 explained	 that	 Cornfield	
Crappie Gear started when he was 
introduced to spider rigging. At the 
time, Mark stated he lived in Illinois and 
would	 travel	 to	 Kentucky	 to	 fish	 with	
friends	 quite	 often.	 Soon	 he	 purchased	
an aluminum Bass Tracker boat and built 
his own spider rigging stuff and a double 
seat. Mark said, “One thing led to another 
and other people started wanting the items 
I was producing.” A short time later, he 
began making drift paddles and started 
selling	 them.	 After	 quickly	 seeing	 that	

he could sell more, he made a website. 
While standing in his Illinois home, he 
messaged some friends trying to come up 
with a name for his newfound business. 
Mark revealed that while looking out the 
window he thought to himself, “Here I am 
in	the	middle	of	cornfields	making	crappie	
gear”	and	that’s	how	the	name,	Cornfield	
Crappie Gear, started.
 Mark purchased a Ranger bass boat 
in 2013 and needed to purchase some 
graph mounts for it. He purchased some 
machined mounts he said were really nice 
and the craftsmanship was fantastic, but 
he felt like he could make it even better, 
so he made himself one. However, he 
didn’t want to make a product that was 
identical to something another company 
was making, so he changed the design 
and	enhanced	the	quality.	Due	to	living	in	
the corn belt of Illinois, he started making 
them for farmers to use in their tractors, 
when mounting a GPS. Nonetheless, after 
rapidly noticing that there just wasn’t a 
market for the graph mounts with farmers, 
he	began	marketing	them	to	fishermen.
 I asked Mark what the most popular 
item he sells, and he said, “Oh man, it’s 
a toss-up between the electronics mounts 
and the Cable Save’R.” I asked Mark how 
he came up with the idea for the Cable 
Save’R. Mark explained at the time, he 
was	running	a	Motorguide	Xi5	and	after	

ruining two transducer cables, he thought, 
“There has to be a better way.” Mark 
stated that he got the idea from the coiled 
hose on the side of his trolling motor. He 
started off with thin-wall coiled air hose 
and is now using a thick-wall coiled air 
hose. Mark explained, “We never stop 
trying to better our own product.” Mark 
said	he	and	his	team	at	Cornfield	Crappie	
Gear have been making the Cable Save’R 
since 2012 and have shipped them all 
over the world.
 Next, Garmin LiveScope came out, 
and Mark immediately knew he needed to 
make a compatible trolling motor mount. 
After obtaining dimensions, he and his 
team went to work. They now offer a 
Garmin	 LiveScope	 mount	 to	 fit	 Minn	
Kota Ulterra, Ultrex, Terrova, Riptide, 
Power	Drive	V2,	and	Motor	Guide	Xi5.
 In order to manufacture and ship the 
amount	of	product	that	Cornfield	Crappie	
Gear does on a daily basis, I asked Mark 
how many employees he had. Mark 
said, “We’ve got four full-time guys that 
operate six CNC machines, my wife, and 
a couple other part-time guys.” In order to 
keep	quality	control	on	products	in	check,	
Mark and his team carefully inspect one 
another’s work before each package is 
shipped. Mark explained that all products 
are made in the USA with 99% of the 
products are being made in his shop. 

Cornfield	 Crappie	 Gear	 was	 relocated	
approximately three years ago and is now 
located near Gilbertsville, Kentucky.
 One of the latest products that 
Cornfield	 Crappie	 Gear	 offers	 is	 Live	
Sweep “The Remote Scope.” The Live 
Sweep is a twelve-volt powered sweeping 
arm that allows for 300 degrees of 
adjustment to move the Garmin LiveScope 
transducer.	 This	 allows	 the	 user	 to	 fine-
tune their view. Mark informed me that 
he gets telephone calls each week asking 
if he makes a pole mount for the Garmin 
LiveScope transducer. Mark said, “We 
don’t, but we may at some point.”
	 Cornfield	Crappie	Gear	 also	 attends	
several events each year including, 
Grizzly Jig Spring Tackle Show and the 
Wally Marshall Crappie Expo. Mark 
stated,	 “By	 doing	 events,	 Cornfield	
Crappie Gear has been able to make some 
amazing connections.” Mark chuckled as 
he said, “We are so blessed; we sometimes 
don’t know what to do.”
 If you are needing a graph mount, 
Garmin LiveScope mount, Humminbird 
360 mount, rod transport rack, or 
anything to rig out your crappie boat, 
check	 out	 all	 the	 products	 Cornfield	
Crappie Gear has to offer at https://www.
cornfieldcrappiegear.com.

Double Mount in 
6”, 8”, 10”, 12” Arms

Live Sweep “The 
Remote Scope” 
Wireless Pedal 

Option

New Terrova, Ulterra, Ultrex, 
Xi3 and Xi5, Old Terrova 

Cable Sav’R

Vertical Rod Rack- 
8 Rod Holders
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 Feel that pole almost jerked out of 
your hand. Watch in awe as your spool 
is emptied of 8-pound test lightning fast. 
Loosen that drag a notch and hold on. You 
hooked upped with a Norfork Lake Striper!
 Norfork Lake is nationally known as 
one of the top 3 premier trophy striper lakes 
in the country and is the leading cause of 
Striper Fever Syndrome in the Midwest. 
Boat	 just	 one	 20-pound	 fish	 and	 you’re	
addicted. There is no cure. The only way 
to	get	temporary	relief	is	to	fish,	fish	often,	
and watch some of those giants explode on 
a Spook, a Whopper Plopper or a Rogue.
 These	 trophy	 monsters,	 unique	 to	
Norfork Lake, typically weigh in between 
8 and 14 pounds. Twenty and thirty 
pounders are relatively common and every 
year	 anglers	 are	 netting	 fish	 topping	 the	
forty-pound mark! It’s the abundance of 
Gizzard	 and	Threadfin	 shad,	 the	Norfork	

Lake striper’s favorite food, that allows 
these freshwater whales to grow to the 
enormous	 size	 and	weights	you’ll	find	 in	
Norfork Lake. Shad prefer clear water, 
moderate water temperatures, and a 
never-ending source of plankton for food, 
conditions Norfork Lake is famous for. 
So, lots of shad plus Norfork Lake clear 
water…..big stripers, really big stripers!

Stripers by Season
 With that you should be saying to 
yourself “I’ve GOT to get me some of 
those. But when is the best time?”
	 The	 best	 time	 to	 fish	 for	 Norfork	
Lake Stripers really depends on you. 
The	 fish	 are	 here	 all	 year	 long.	They’re	
always mean, always hungry, always 

aggressive,	and	always	ready	to	fight	you.	
So it comes down to what time of year do 
you	enjoy	fishing	and	your	favorite	style	
and	technique	to	use.	Norfork’s	weather	is	
usually mild during any particular season 
although each season is distinctive. Do 
you	 like	 to	 fish	 warm	 weather?	 How	
about when it’s a little nippy? Want to 
fish	the	Night Shift, early in the morning, 
or both? It’s up to you. The important 
thing	 is	 to	 know	 the	 proper	 technique	
and bait choice during the time of year 
you’re	fishing.	Not	 sure	 about	 timing	or	
techniques,	then	contact	one	of	Norfork’s	
professional Striper Fishing Guides.

You’re Going to Need A Big Net!
 If you’re on a trophy hunt with mounting 
potential or you just want something to 
brag to the guys about, be sure to be here 
sometime between early March and the end 
of May. The 2 weeks before and after April’s 
full moon tend to be prime time.
 If you want to stock the freezer, come 
see us beginning in later May through 
July. Daily limits are typical during these 
months. Bring plenty of large Ziplocs 
and sunscreen. You might want to wear a 
swimsuit. During these months that lake 
water can be awfully inviting.
 The winter months are the “almost 
sure thing” months. Fishing tends to be 
very consistent. Most days are “limit out” 

HUNTING, STALKING, & 
FISHING FOR THOSE 
NORFORK LAKE STRIPERS

days but sometimes it can get chilly out 
there. A good snowmobile suit or hunting 
gear usually works well in the boat.
 Still not sure about timing or 
techniques?	 It’s	 best	 to	 hook	 up	with	 one	
of Norfork’s experienced Striper Fishing 
Guides. These fellows can help you with 
most any striper issue you might have, and 
you’ll	have	a	great	time	learning	techniques,	
bait choices and even the current hot spots. 
So be sure to book a trip. You might want 
to bring some Ben Gay or Icy Hot. Your 
shoulders and arms will appreciate it.
 If you’ve already contracted Striper 
Fever, be sure to check with your favorite 
Norfork Lake resort owner. They usually 
are in the know as to what’s happening on 
the lake. Those bait shop guys are a great 
source of information also.
 Need a boat to chase those bad boys 
down? Many local marinas	have	fishing	
boats for rent as do the lake resorts.
 Of course, one of those trophies can 
tail-smack water in your face or you can 
fill	 your	 live	 well	 most	 anytime	 of	 the	
year, so pick a week, book your cabin, 
charter a trip with your soon to be favorite 
Striper Fishing Guide buddy and just get 
at	it.	There	really	is	not	a	time	not	to	fish	
for	those	unique	Norfork	Lake	Stripers.
 By the way, Norfork Lake is loaded 
with Hybrid Stripers too. Now that’s 
some real fun!

By Greg Weinmann, 
Owner of Hand Cove Resort



FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
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Book Your Trip Today!
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By Reagan Smith

 Hello again, friends. I hope the 
new year is treating you well.  I am 
still	out	here	fishing	as	much	as	I	can.		
After the busyness of the Holiday 
season, it is nice to sit back and relax a 
little bit.  I have been waiting for that 
ice,	fishing	with	friends	and	some	new	
people	I	have	never	fished	with.		I	was	
asked recently what was next for me 
as if this friend had thought I have met 
my	goals	 in	my	fishing	career.	 	That	
question	 sat	 with	me	 in	 the	 back	 of	
my head for a while and late at night 
I would let my mind wonder and ask 
myself what is next? Are you content 
with where you are at? What are you 
doing to get better at perfecting your 
craft? Why just crappie and white 
bass?	 So	 many	 questions	 running	
through my head.  Sleepless nights 
because	of	 that	 silly	question.	 	 I	 can	
tell	you	I’m	going	to	keep	fishing	and	
learning everyday to be the best guide 
I can for my customers and myself.  
Nothing is worth doing halfway in 
my opinion.  I am not saying I was 
doing anything halfway, but my mind 
began to think what could I do more.  

Do	I	fish	history	and	not	go	 for	new	
things because I know what works? 
Why don’t I use different baits then 
my	normal	ones,	why	do	I	fish	certain	
ways? I realized it was history and I 
subconsciously just kept going back 
to what I know and what I believed 
to work. Of course, this ignited a 
fire	 under	me	 even	 in	 January	when	
fishing	is	a	bit	slow.		
 You might ask yourself what I 
have and/or am doing to help answer 
the	question,	“What’s	next	 for	you?”	
One of things I have done while 
guiding	 is	 slow,	 is	 to	 take	up	fishing	
for other species.  I am usually always 
only targeting crappie and white or 
yellow bass.  I decided it would be 
fun to get out of the bubble and try 
to	target	a	fish	I	know	nothing	about.		
I	 started	 fishing	 for	 fun	 for	 sauger	
and walleye in the Illinois River and 
only taking that gear with me on the 
trips.  If I have crappie gear with me, 
well chances are I am going to have 
to	crappie	fish…ha	ha.	The	goal	was	
to learn, research, listen, read, try 
to understand how, when and why 
I	should	fish.	 	All	I	know	is	some	of	

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com

www.centralilcrappieguide.com
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my friends and I have taken on this 
adventure together and I still have 
forgotten more about crappie than I 
know now about sauger and walleye.  
I think the reason I am trying this is 
to not only expand my knowledge 

of different species, but I wanted 
the challenge of trying something 
different to see if I could.  If you do 
something over and over and over and 
try you might fail, but the cool thing 
of doing something new and for fun 
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UPDATED RUSS BAILEY SIGNATURE SERIES
A fixture in the crappie market for 2 decades,
Russ is now host of the popular Brushpile 
Fishing TV show, the highest rated crappie
show.  This rod is made of high-modulus, 
secret recipe graphite (sensitive and strong),
and has great rod aesthetics.  Spinning guides

on both lengths allows fishermen to cast this rod.  This rod feature stainless steel
guides, line-depth markers placed in 1-ft increments and also features a 
100% Portuguese cork handle.

ITEM          LGTH      PC    GUIDES
CWRB82      8   ’          2       6+Tip
CWRB102 10.5   ’        2       8+Tip
Type Of Guides: Ceramic Insert

ALL NEW TREE THUMPER
A blend of our lightest and strongest poles

Our all-new  Tree Thumper weighs 
almost exactly the same as our 
popular BBULBS series, but designed
with enough strength to pull crappie
out of tree tops.  This is basically a

cross between our BBULBS and BRUX series.  Made of a secret recipe of hi-modulus
graphite.  This rod features ceramic inserts, a bottom reel seat, and a 
contoured handle made of 100% Portuguese cork.

ITEM            LGTH. PC.     GUIDES
THUMP102        10’ 2           7+TIP
THUMP112        11’ 2           7+TIP

SPRING IS
THE TIME FOR ALL THINGS NEW.
LET’S START WITH YOUR 
CRAPPIE GEAR.
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is that you just get up and keep trying.  
I have had multiple days of going out 
and not catching anything in my recent 
new endeavors.  I would love to say it 
was easy and I caught on to it but in 
all reality, it has kicked me in the butt!  
I am learning as time goes on and 
trying to remember to not the set the 
hook haha like I do on a crappie, but 
wow	 it	 is	 fun	 to	 channel	my	 fishing	
abilities to target something different.  
 The other thing I have taken up 
in my spare time is tying jigs. This 
was originally frustrating trying to get 
it just right but has turned into a fun 
and therapeutic way to unwind for the 
day once the kids are in bed.  I have 
bought and used hair jigs in years past, 
but never had much success.  I have 
learned over the last couple of months 
how	to	fish	these	things.		I	am	a	dock	
shooter and a drop shot guy most of 
the time and not much of just vertical 
jigging jigs or bobber and jigs.  I will 
by no means admit to being great at 
tying a jig, but I have gotten a lot 
better	and	it	is	satisfying	to	catch	a	fish	
on something you have tied yourself.  
I have caught, white and yellow bass, 
crappie and now sauger on my jigs.  

I do not plan to sell these jigs, but it 
was part of the answer to what’s next. 
I wanted to try different things and in 
doing so I learned that tying jigs is 
quite	fun,	time	consuming…	but	fun.		
 I am spending time doing and 
trying different things. Is it worth 
it? I believe so.  I have come to the 

realization a long time ago that once 
you think you know it all, you stop 
growing and learning.  You do not 
get better at anything by not trying 
and continuing to try and learn.  This 
might seem like a lot of rambling 
but the moral of this is we can all try 
something different and not just be 

stuck at what you are used to.  My 
first	 love	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 fishing	
will always be crappie, but it is fun 
to dabble in other species.  It is fun 
expanding what I’m used to, and I 
look forward to trying more things. 
As always, I’m at 309-642-8106 and 
centralilcrappieguide.com.
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JTBS specializes in guided Arkansas ducks hunts for small groups. 
While hunting with us, you will enjoy quality hunts in flooded rice fields, 

soybean fields, or cypress timber with trained retrievers.

Strategically located for premium waterfowl hunting situated 
just south of Stuttgart, AR: Bayou Metro WMA; and the Arkansas River.

Duck hunting on privately owned land for small groups of hunters.

New lodge sleeps 18 and has a full kitchen, grills, smokers 
and a mud room for all waders and guns.

BOOK YOUR HUNT OF A LIFETIME! CONTACT: JON WHITE - Yorktown, AR
JTBSGuideService@Hotmail.com

THE GRAND 
FATHER’S 
WISH
By Rebecca LaHood Parks

I am an inspirational writer 
of poetry, and have been writing 

for the last 15 years.  I live with my 
husband, Richard, and 

have a son, Sonny.

The only real hunts I have 
been on is my pursuit of happiness, 

and my personal search for 
God to be real in my life.

This search for God has 
been on for years, and love has 

been my aim. He has not 
disappointed me. God has given 

me an inner peace that surpasses 
my understanding, an indescribable 
joy, and happiness that is complete.

I thank Him for all He has 
done for me, and how great 

He has been.

For it was the best Fisherman’s 
tale ever told

To be measured deed for deed, 
and pound for pound

For he is known in posterity forever bold
His life was the biggest tale 

that could be found

For the promise may not be 
waiting in the shallow

But we are looking to the deep
Forever God’s name is hallowed

Be ready to take the leap

If your love is the bait
Then let your lure match the reel
Hunger must not delay, we pray
As	there	is	an	appetite	to	fill

Hiding at my secret spot
Sitting at my shore

I am not alone in my thought
And I am hungry for much more

The Water’s touch is waiting for me
With	all	the	choicest	fish

If I land the biggest catch, I will see
That	I	will	fulfill	The	Grand	Father’s	Wish

It is by hook as much
As it in in the nibble

To sense the feel, the touch
And contentment with the little

The tug comes, therein lies the measure
A	fish	tale	is	within	reach

This story is already a treasure
As the Grand Father did teach

He runs and takes the bait, and still
I wonder at the size

I sense the taste and the thrill
My eyes are on the prize

The	chosen	time	is	with	the	fish	in	the	fight

The battle is on, and I am full in
Now	one	fish	following	another	just	might

Require	my	strength	to	pull	in

For this is Jesus’s tale, and not just the 
proverbial	fish	story

To lightly miss, or to lose, or to pass on
Life can hold much treasure and glory

A string of delightfulness to last on

Lift your line with wisdom, my friend
It	is	not	just	a	contest	for	the	ultimate	fish
It is embracing the journey’s excitement 

that never ends
And	fulfilling	The	Grand	Father’s	wish

The pails that were empty, 
are	once	again	filled

In the arms of the oceans, 
all of creation shines

In this Heaven’s preview of 
upcoming new thrills

Now stands Jesus, honored for all 
time in a tale divine

Let it have been a trip of a lifetime
When everything else has paled

At the continuation of your lifeline
Invites the Lord Fisherman and His tales

“I’ve caught you,” 
says the awesome Lord, “now see,

I’ve prepared a table for us, 
now come and dine with me

What a glorious thought it would be
If I learned, “The Fisherman wasn’t me”

This poem was written by Rebecca LaHood 
Parks. It was inspired by my Dad, Harry M. 
LaHood II., who possessed the Ultimate 
Fisherman’s Heart and was the best Dad ever.

A Thank You to my Mom, Gloria Hetherlin 
LaHood, for herever-listening ear.

A Thank You also to my brother, Matt LaHood, 
for his additions to this poem.
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GAME BLINDSGAME BLINDS

Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLCHUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

OVERCOMING A LOSS 
By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 In today’s world we have many 
people who have served in the armed 
forces, have had an industrial accident, 
and been involved in car or motorcycle 
accidents. With the advances in medical 
science, should a limb be severed in any 
of these situations, many times it can be 
reattached. However, sometimes limbs 
are a permanent loss.  Along with having 
to learn the basics of living again, many 
people eventually start back into the 
hobbies they love. For many, it is learning 
to	 shoot	 a	 firearm	 with	 the	 amputation.		
Whether	 the	 amputation	 is	 a	 finger,	 an	
arm, or a leg, it is possible to continue 
to shoot not only hand guns but long 
firearms	as	well.	
 One example of a full limb amputee is 
Bryan Lierman, a fellow instructor that I 
have worked with and enjoy working with 
from WunShu Ranch in Central IL. Bryan 
had been in a motorcycle accident that 
left him as a right leg amputee.  Bryan is 
able	to	skillfully	shoot	a	handgun,	rifle,	or	
shotgun.  Bryan has learned to shoot with 
the assistance of his crutches.  He also has 
perfected the art of shooting skeet from a 
seated position. In working with Bryan it 
is clear that his adaptive devices do not 
affect	 his	 shot	 quality	 or	 his	 ability	 to	
instruct others.  His love for shooting has 
made	 finding	 modifications	 manageable	
and has kept him in a hobby he loves.   
 Doug Williams is another shooter who 
has not allowed an amputation to interfere 
with his love for shooting sports. While 
teaching an Illinois Concealed Carry 
course, I had the pleasure of working with 
him, and learned that he had a work injury 
that	left	his	right	pointer	finger	amputated.		
After this work injury, Doug had to learn 
how to shoot a handgun with his middle 
finger	 while	 keeping	 his	 partial	 pointer	
finger	 from	 getting	 caught	 by	 the	 slide.		
This posed two distinct areas that need to 
be	modified.		The	first	is	the	placement	of	
the	 partial	 pointer	 finger,	 as	 it	 had	 to	 be	
kept along the frame without being pinched 
in the slide. Doug was able to make this 
adjustment and did a great job keeping his 
finger	safe.		The	second	change	he	had	to	
make was making sure that the mechanics 
of	 the	 middle	 finger	 were	 correct	 when	

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
205 East Main St. • PO Box 5 • Knoxville, IL 61448

309.388.0159

Mon-Fri 1:00pm-5:30pm • Sat. 9:00am–12:00pm
Closed Sundays

denise@knoxgreatoutdoors.com
Terry Howarter • Denise Shepherd

We Sell Below 
Retail All The Time!
If We Don’t Have It, 

We Can Get It 
Below Retail!

FFL Transfers • Les Baer Custom
Historical Armory • Rock River Arms
Many Brands of Rifles, 
Handguns & Shotguns!

New and Used Firearms, Live Bait & Trapping Supplies

Triple S Catfish 
Bait

(formerly Sonny’s)

Works Great on 
Rend Lake!!

Hoss’s Hawg Bait
Leeches, etc.
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pulling the trigger. Since trigger pull is one 
of the most important parts of shooting, 
it is important to make sure it is done 
correctly.	 	Doug	was	 able	 to	find	 a	good	
trigger	pull	while	using	his	middle	finger.		
Doug was able to be one of the best shots 
in the course after making adjustments to 
how	he	fired	the	handgun.
 Both of these shooters have a history 
of very different injuries and amputations; 
however they both were able to make 
modifications	 to	 continue	 the	 sport	 they	
love. Remember, “Where there is a will, 
there is a way.”  If you would like to share 
your story or you have a topic that you 
would like written about, you can contact 
me at: huntsgungetaway@gmail.com or 
309-338-0990.   
“Train Hard and Stay Safe” - Thane Hunt
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WOW! HOW HOME SELLERS CAN MAKE A BUNDLE IN 
THE ‘BEST’ WINTER SALES SEASON IN YEARS
 Selling a home in winter is often 
a slow process. Since many home 
buyers traditionally hunker down as the 
temperature drops, particularly during the 
holidays, home sellers with real estate on 
the market typically see fewer buyers and 
lower offers.
 That’s your typical winter, 
but this winter is shaping up to be a 
whole different reality, even a hot seller’s 
market.
 According to Lawrence Yun, chief 
economist at the National Association 
of Realtors®, “It will be one of the best 
winter sales years ever.”
 The coronavirus has changed real 
estate in a multitude of ways, and perhaps 

one of the biggest is the sea of buyers who 
put	off	buying	during	the	first	wave	of	the	
pandemic	and	are	now	slated	to	flood	the	
market this winter.
 “Sellers will have the ball in their 
court so to speak, as there are more 
buyers than sellers,” says Danielle Hale, 
chief economist at realtor.com®. “This 
means seller-friendly trends like rising 
home	prices	and	quick-selling	homes.”
 According to a realtor.com report, 
September’s home inventory was 39% 
lower compared with the same month last 
year. Meanwhile, buyers are keen to take 
advantage of the record-low interest rates, 
which have been hovering at or below 3%.
 All of this means that sellers who are 

willing to put their homes on the market 
now	 could	 reap	 the	 benefits.	 Here’s	
how sellers can make the most of this 
unprecedented time and enjoy a blizzard 
of buyers this winter.

Price your home on the high end
 COVID-19 has created a shaky 
economy, so you may think pricing your 
home on the low end is the way to go. But 
that’s not the case.
 According to a realtor.com report, 

MARY ANN

309.696.3444
MaryAnnVance.com

More Service.
More Sales.

Each office independently 
owned and operated

150 S Main St.
Morton, IL 61550

143 WINGATE DR., 
TREMONT, IL 61568

$199,900

1405 KOCH ST., 
PEKIN, IL 61554

$79,900
This is your opportunity to live in the 
55+ senior living Wingate condos 
in Tremont! This is a freestanding 
2-bedroom/3-full bath condo with a 
finished basement. Finish a wall and 
add a closet to convert the hobby room 
into a 3rd bedroom. Master bedroom 
has an 11’9” x 6’7” walk-in closet. 
Oversized garage allows for even more 
storage! Garage has a gas wall heater. 
4 egress windows in the lower level! 
HOA includes lawn maintenance, 
front landscaping, and snow removal, 
including sidewalks. Garage fridge 
reserved.

Check out this cute bungalow. Nice 
kitchen cabinets. Large closets in 2 
bedrooms. Built-in storage in hallway. 
Whole-house fan. Additional sink 
and stool in basement. Foundation 
is poured walls. Nice exit door from 
basement to back yard. Beautiful 
flower gardens. Large 2-stall detached 
garage with electricity and concrete 
floor. Fenced-in yard.
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the national median home listing price 
jumped 11.1% in September compared 
with	 last	 year,	 reaching	 $350,000,	 and	
price	per	square	foot	rose	13.9%.
 The upshot? These days, you’re likely 
to get offers at list price, or even higher.
 “Prices are very high,” says Simon 
Isaacs, owner/broker of Simon Isaacs 
Real Estate in Palm Beach, FL. “People 
are getting what they’re asking.”
 Another plus: The low interest rates 
could keep monthly mortgage payments 

By Erica Sweeney

Are you looking for smaller acreage with both tillable & woods zoned 
A2/can have horses? Great location just outside Kickapoo and located in 
BRIMFIELD SCHOOLS! Barn, 2 grain bins & pump house with older well 
on property/well AS IS. Only minutes to Grande Prairie! Build your dream 
home tucked away in the thick woods or closer to front of  the property. 
Many options with this acreage.  

EILEEN HUBER
Broker

Mobile: 309-635-2633
Office: 309-690-4228

ehuber@maloofrealty.com

14.63 ACRES • W. ROUTE 150, 14.63 ACRES • W. ROUTE 150, 
BRIMFIELD, IL 61517- $207,000BRIMFIELD, IL 61517- $207,000

Peoria Branch
803 W. Pioneer Parkway

Peoria, IL 61615
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low. So buyers may be able to afford a 
more expensive home.

Make your home move-in ready
	 Today,	buyers	are	keen	to	find	a	home	
that won’t need a lot of work after they 
move in. As such, it behooves sellers 
more than ever to make small repairs 
and upgrades that will increase a home’s 
value and justify a high offer.
 “Sellers need to make sure their 
house is turnkey,” says Matt van Winkle, 
a real estate broker/owner of Re/Max 
Northwest Realtors in Seattle. “The buyer 
is not going to want to remodel or do 
repairs in the winter.”
 Cleaning up the landscaping and 
painting are two upgrades that Isaacs 
always recommends to sellers.
	 “Landscaping	is	definitely	something	
that helps to sell a home more than 
anything,” he says.
 Sellers would also be smart to 
highlight (in their listing and in person) 
features in their home that appeal to 
buyers today. Since the coronavirus, 
people are spending more time at home, 
and are thus keen to purchase property 
with more space, privacy, rooms that can 
double	as	home	offices	or	learning	spaces,	
and top-notch outdoor spaces.

Make sure your listing provides a 
virtual tour
 The pandemic has made many buyers 
leery of checking out homes in person 
unless they see one they truly love. The 
upshot for sellers? Your listing will really 
need to shine online—and one of the best 
ways to do this is by offering a virtual tour.
 “Depending on where you live and 
how COVID-19 is trending in your area, 
sellers may want to consider having a 
3D tour readily available for buyers who 
do not wish to do an in-person tour,” 
says Tracy Jones, a real estate agent with 
Re/Max Platinum Realty in Sarasota, FL.
 This approach is also more 
convenient for sellers, since it can help 
minimize the number of strangers touring 
their home. Buyers can get a good sense 
if your home meets their needs without 
actually stepping inside.

Take safety seriously
 Selling a home during a 
pandemic brings a new set of challenges. 
Virtual	tours	can	minimize	the	foot	traffic	
in your home, but eventually a buyer will 
want to see it in person. So it’s a good idea 
to ensure that you and your real estate 
agent are doing everything you can to 
make in-person tours as safe as possible.
 Some ways to do this include limiting 
the number of showings per day, including 
gaps between showings, and limiting the 

size of groups seeing a home at once. 
Requiring	masks	and	social	distancing	are	
also par for the course.
 When people do have to see your 
home, leave doors, closets, and cabinets 
open throughout the house to minimize 
what they have to touch. Keep in mind, 
too, that once everyone leaves, it will be 
up to you to clean and sanitize your home.

Don’t accept an offer too quickly
 The real estate market this winter 
is incredibly competitive. With so few 
homes on the market, sellers are poised 
to receive multiple offers, sometimes all 
at once. But Matt Curtis, owner of Matt 
Curtis Real Estatein Huntsville, AL, 
cautions sellers not to get in a hurry and 
accept	an	offer	too	quickly.
 Typically, sellers have 24 to 48 hours 
to accept an offer. If you jump the gun and 
say yes too soon, you could be leaving 
money on the table.
 “Select a real estate agent that has a 
strategy to handle multiple offers versus 
an	 agent	 that’s	 not	 equipped	 to	 handle	
multiple-offer situations,” Curtis says. 
“Literally eight hours of sleep could net 
you	an	extra	$30,000.”
 So take time to mull over each offer 
you receive. If the offer is too low, you 
can always counter with something closer 
to the asking price.

Close remotely if you can
 Along with virtual home tours, home 
sellers should strive to make as much of 
the home-buying process as virtual and 
digital as possible. Now, more buyers and 
sellers are able to complete the closing 
processremotely in most areas of the 
country, something that wasn’t possible a 
few months ago.
 Pre-pandemic, remote closings weren’t 
possible everywhere, because some states 
didn’t allow documents to be notarized 
remotely. To keep real estate transactions 
and	 other	 business	 flowing	 during	 the	
COVID-19 crisis, most states issued 
emergency declarations now allowing 
for remote notarizations, according to 
the National Notary Association.
 Along with limiting in-person 
contact, remote closings are much more 
convenient.
 “You can sign all the documents now 
electronically,” Isaacs says. These days 
it’s all about “making sure that everybody 
is comfortable and as safe as possible.”
 Looking to sell your home? Claim your 
home and get info on your home’s value.

Erica Sweeney is a writer whose work has 
appeared in the New York Times, Parade, 
HuffPost, and other publications. Follow 
@ericapsweeney
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  This past hunting season has 
brought up some interesting and thought-
provoking conversations. I have always 
been a hunter and in fact grew up on a 
farm. So, hunting and harvesting animals 
is a way of life. That being said, we knew 
when hunting season was taking place, 
if we weren’t in the woods, we were still 
wearing orange. Always. Even when I left 
the house to feed the hunting dogs, I still 
had on an orange hat and jacket. It was 

about safety. It was known by everyone. 
Teachers even knew why we weren’t at 
school that Friday. It was hunting season. 
 So, I don’t have to tell you that it 
boggled my mind when I read in the 
hunting digest for last year that orange 
is	 not	 required	 for	 anyone	 other	 than	
hunters. I mean by hikers, farmers, or 
anyone else out for a walk in the country. 
Did your jaw just hit the table like mine 
did? That’s right. ONLY hunters are 
required	to	wear	Orange.	So	apparently	
hikers and farmers don’t need to be safe. 
They must be bullet proof. Who knew!
 Now, people getting hurt or dying 
is no laughing matter, and it’s the last 
thing any of us want. I reached out to 
a local game warden. It is in fact true. 
Only Hunters need to wear Orange 
during hunting season. That sent me 
on	 another	 quest.	 When	 did	 the	 law	
change? I swear it was in the hunting 
and	 fishing	 digest	 years	 ago.	 When	
you’ve read the dang thing as many 
times as we have, you tend to skim over 
the parts you already know. No one can 
find	any	information	on	if	it	was	a	law	
and if it changed recently. 
 That leads me to this. WHY THE 
HECK NOT? Why isn’t it a law that if 
you are out hiking or outside in a rural 
area, you must wear orange? It seems to 
me	if	safety	is	the	first	thing	taught	to	us	
and then it is preached in every hunters’ 
education class, why are we the only ones 
responsible for it. One could argue that 

AREN’T YOU 
WEARING 
ORANGE?
By Crystal Routley

Time to Hunt
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I am the hunter, I must be safe. I would 
say yes, but I am not responsible for other 
drivers’ actions while on the road. All I 
can do is anticipate and avoid them. It’s 
their responsibility to use their headlights 
when it’s dark or wipers when it’s raining. 
 This is common sense stuff. If you 
live in New York city, you lock your 
doors at night. If you go to the woods 
during deer season, you could get hurt. 
You don’t hike where deer hunters 
will be, and you pay attention to no 
trespassing signs. They are there to 
protect you as much as they are for our 
peace of mind. Even this past weekend, 
while sitting in our deer blind, two 
people came hiking through the woods 
on a neighboring property. The only 
wrong committed here was they took 
a trail that was closed. That still could 
have ended tragically. 
 All we want is to harvest a deer or 
two to feed our families and enjoy the 
great outdoors. Because of this new 
obstacle, we are thinking of giving up 
part of our deer hunting. The deer patterns 
have changed and people on neighboring 
properties aren’t safe. It’s almost not worth 
it. The best we can do now, is advocate for 
change. With hikers and hunters in such 
close proximity to each other these days, 
there has to be a better solution.
 I wish I had a great hunting story 
to relay to you about my youngest 
daughters	 first	 shotgun	 hunt,	 but	 the	
one deer we did see while hunting all 
of youth weekend and all of regular 
shotgun season was too small. She 
made the decision to let it pass. It was a 
good decision, but one that left her with 

no	 tag	 filled.	 I	 hope	 she	 doesn’t	 lose	
her passion for the outdoors because 
of situations like this. This season has 
definitely	 slowed	 me	 down	 as	 well.	 I	
find	 I	 don’t	 have	 the	 drive	 I	 once	 did	
for hunting. Don’t get me wrong, I will 
never give up archery or shooting, but 
hunting isn’t the joy it once was. Nor 
is	 it	 as	 fulfilling.	We	 aren’t	 seeing	 the	
big does and big bucks like we use to. 
We have them on trail cams at night, but 
never during hunting hours. 
 I just never thought I would say, I 

don’t think I’ll buy a permit next year. 
There just doesn’t seem to be any reason. 
Every year, I spend 40 bucks and every 
year that tag goes unused. I can spend 
that 40 bucks on new arrows and parts 

and targets. And I won’t freeze my butt 
off in the tree stand every year.
 You	 can	 find	 me	 on	 face	 book	
and email me at Dreamcatchersetc@
hotmail.com.

Lexi reading a book 
while she waits for the deer

Lexi is anxiously awaiting 
the deer to arrive.

AMMO PRICES ARE HIGH, NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL YOUR EXCESS AMMO AT A GREAT PRICE. 
CALL US TODAY TO GET YOUR CONSIGNMENTS IN FOR THIS GREAT AUCTION.

FEBRUARY 1ST @ 6:00PM
NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS!
ABUNDANCE OF GUNS AND AMMO

FIREARMS AND AMMO AUCTION!

 firearms@aumannauctions.com • 217.563.2523
Aumann Auctions, Inc. Nokomis, IL • 217.563.2523 • IL LIC #444.000002

Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated

Managing Broker
Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., 
Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573

Office: 309-343-1186

1875 Knox Rd 900 E., Galesburg, IL 61401
$950,000

MLS # CA1001474
Phenomenal property offering many outbuildings 

and an impressive home providing over 7000 
square feet of living space with 5BR and 4BA! 

A multitude of possibilities here!

110 Oakview Dr., Knoxville - $324,000
MLS# CA1000496

5BR 3.5BA ranch with two fireplaces, 
Amish cabinets, Anderson windows, beautiful 
oak pillars, trim, moldings, floors and built ins. 

On a fine lot with a basketball court at the end 
of a cul-de-sac overlooking a creek. 

Knoxville School District.

1127 Knox Rd 2400 N., Oneida, IL 61467
$499,000
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 As hunters, we don’t have to hunt 
for the need to put food on the table like 
our ancestors once did.  Today, we hunt 
for the joy of being outdoors, the thrill 
of the hunt, making memories, and 
much more.  The food on the table is 
an added bonus, a great bonus though 
that many hunters look forward to 12 
months out of the year.
 Many hunters like to process 
their own wild game.  I fall into that 
category, enjoying the accomplishment 
of completing the process of getting the 
meat	from	the	field	to	the	table.		It	can	
get messy and take some time, but they 
payoff is worth it.
 Too many hunters are not taking 
advantage of all the possibilities when it 
comes to processing their game.  Sure, 
the old standbys like burger, steaks, 
roasts,	 stew	meat,	 and	 ribs	 are	 all	fine	
and dandy, but you don’t have to stop 
there.
 What if you could put breakfast 
sausage, summer sausage, jerky, and 
other novelties in the freezer?  These 
foods are just as good, if not better 
than what a meat processor could do 
for you, or what you could purchase at 
the store.  And, if your concerned with 
the “gamey” taste associated with a 
big buck, these simple foods take that 
worry away. 
 These projects are very easy to 
make, and the chances are they are going 
to call for the ground meat you will be 
grinding for regular burger.  Or, maybe 
you have an abundance of ground meat 

in your freezer 
that you are 
looking for some 
alternative uses 
for.  With added 
seasonings and 
possibly having 
to adjust the 
amount of fat to 
the burger mix, 
you will be well 
on your way to 
some awesome 
a l t e r n a t i v e s 
to the old 
standbys we are 
accustomed to having.
 Often times, much of the food 
like brats, hot dogs, summer sausage 
and	other	 items	will	 require	 a	 sausage	
stuffer.  Sausage stuffers can be 
purchased separately from your grinder, 
but most of today’s meat grinders come 
with	 the	 equipment	 needed	 to	 double	
as a sausage stuffer. If you don’t have 
a sausage stuffer, a manual hand crank 
stuffer	will	suffice	for	home	use.		
 I have tried a couple different 
sausage and jerky brands, but my brand 
of choice is Hi Mountain.  Not to say the 
others are not good, but Hi Mountain 
has a large assortment to choose from, 
tastes great and are user friendly. 
 If you choose to make meat sticks, 
brats, summer sausage and other foods 
that	 require	 casings,	make	 certain	 you	
purchase the correct type and size of 
casings for the recipe you are following.  
Casings come in several sizes and 
materials.  For example, collagen 
casings are edible and often used for 
hot dogs and brats.  Fibrous casings on 
the other hand are not edible.  These 
types of casings are used for foods 
like bologna, summer sausage and 
pepperoni.  Double check what you are 
purchasing to make certain it will work 
for the project you are doing.
 When you a grinder/sausage stuffer, 
there are some things you should know 
before you begin to make the process go 
smoothly.
 Place the metal parts into the 
freezer ahead of time: plates, knife, 
head, auger, and tray.  When the parts 
are cold, they will do a better job 
grinding the meat.  The same with 
the meat.  Keep it as cold as possible 
without freezing.  Try to not touch the 
meat except when needed.  Your hands 
put off heat.
 Many recipes are going to call for 
an 80/20, 85/15, or 90/10 blend of meat/

fat.  To do this, you’ll need some help 
from another source, as your particular 
cut of meat may be too lean. Purchase 
beef or pork fat from your local butcher 
and keep it frozen until you’re ready to 
grind.  
 As soon as the meat begins to slow, 
or come out mushy, stop grinding and 
remove the sinew from the knife & 
buildup from the auger. Then, replace 
your newly cleaned auger, knife, and 
plate. The buildup will cause the meat 
to warm— and warm meat is never a 
good thing.
 Making delicious foods from 
home with just a grinder, sausage 

stuffer and the kits to make the food 
is a breeze.  Stop eating the same old 
deer meat and get creative this season.  
You’ll be glad you did.

SIMPLE 
ALTERNATIVES 
TO THE SAME 
OLD HOME 
BUTCHERING
By Jason Houser

A manual stuffer is much cheaper 
than an electric stuffer.

Forget about the “gamey” taste of a big buck with these simple 
alternatives to regular cuts of meat.

 Summer sausage is a favorite 
for many hunters.

23197 N. ARROW RD, CUBA, IL 61427 - $174,900
Exceptionally nice single family attached home on the Golf Course. Oak Kitchen with 

Granite tops and breakfast bar. Beautiful hardwood floors in kitchen, dining and living areas. 
Vaulted ceilings. Master suite with shower, tub, walk-in closet, and access to the covered 

patio. Full guest bath and laundry on the main. Partial basement is nicely finished with a wet 
bar, and 1/2 bath (great for guests too). New roof 2018. Bedroom carpets 2016. Kitchen and 

refrigerator 2016. Basement refrigerator 2015. Washer/Dryer 2015.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520
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Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call The sky was clear and blue, and 
I was a cold 12-year-old, clutching 
my Stevens single shot 20 gauge. My 
grandfather, William Lively Sr., and 
I were rabbit hunting south of the 
Jefferson Barracks Bridge near the 
Mississippi River. It was the weekend 
before Thanksgiving. We were hunting 
in an area that had been logged, so the 
treetops and brush piles made it good 
rabbit habitat.
 My grandpa’s blue tick beagle, 
Jack, had just brought him a second 
rabbit.	 	 I	 hadn’t	fired	 a	 shot	 and	was	
anxious to bag one. Despite my leather 
hunting boots, wool socks, two pair of 
jeans,	 a	 flannel	 shirt,	 sweatshirt,	 and	
canvas hunting coat, I was shivering 
as we moved forward to a new set of 
brush piles.
 Fortunately for me about 10:30am, 
it began to warm up and there was 
no wind stirring the few dead leaves 
clinging to the massive cottonwoods in 
the river bottom. My mind wandered 
as I gazed the treetop of an old 
cottonwood. I caught a glimpse of 
something red/orange hanging down 
high up on a limb. It was the tail of a 
big	 fox	 squirrel	 sunning	 on	 the	 limb.	
I	 wanted	 that	 squirrel!!I	 imagined	
myself	 eating	 fried	 squirrel,	 biscuits,	
and gravy made by grandma. Also, that 
tail would look good on the handlebars 
of my bicycle: a real trophy I imagined. 
I called my grandfather’s attention to 
the	squirrel	and	asked	if	I	could	shoot	
it.	He	looked	at	the	fox	squirrel,	shook	
his head, and said “No, it is out of 
season! When I was a boy your age, 
we didn’t know any better. Now, it is a 
good thing we have game seasons!”  I 
was seriously disappointed.
 Grandpa killed three more rabbits 
before noon when we gathered up Jack 
and	went	home.	I	hadn’t	fired	a	shot	and	
was	still	thinking	about	that	squirrel
 It was my grandfather that took 
me hunting. He started me out with 
a Stevens single shot .410 shot gun. 
My father, William, Jr, was a railroad 
engineer and worked sixteen hours 
a day, sometimes 6 days a week.  
Grandpa	and	 I	hunted	squirrel,	 rabbit,	
and	quail	in	both	Missouri	and	Illinois.	

He always had a Beagle. Jack is the 
first	 one	 that	 I	 remember.	 He	 died	 of	
Leptospirosis contracted in Arkansas 
when they were hunting swamp rabbits. 
After that we went to Cuba, Missouri to 
purchase Jitters, a female beagle.
 As the years passed, I found out 
more about my grandpa’s youth and 
life experiences. He was one of 4 
brothers and 1 sister, His mother passed 
away when he was eleven. His father, 
Ira O. Lively, moved the family to a 
houseboat on the White River, near the 
town of Des Arc, Arkansas. When he 
was twelve, his father presented him 
with a handmade twelve-foot cypress 
Jon boat and a pair of paddles. He was 
turned loose on the White River where 
the family houseboat was moored. 
 They	hunted,	fished,	and	trapped	for	
subsistence. Later Grandpa worked on the 
river loading barges and then on a “snag” 
boat. He also logged cypress trees.
 He told me of catching “Bar Bass” 
(white bass) when they were running. 
He used a cane pole with line and hook. 
On the hook he placed a small strip of 
white cloth. He then simply beat the 
surface of the river with it and caught 
all the white bass he wanted.
 They set nets and trot lines for 
Catfish,	Buffalo,	and	Carp.	A	favorite	
technique	 for	maximum	catch	was	 to	
set nets at the mouths of creeks and 
ditches	after	the	river	quit	rising.		As	it	

William Lively with his limb line catch on 
the Bourbeuse River in Missouri in 1954.
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fell,	the	fish	in	the	creeks	and	ditches	
would try to return to the river and 
would be caught in the nets. They 
cleaned their catch, packed it in ice in 
barrels which would then be loaded 
onto	Missouri	Pacific	boxcars,	bound	
for St. Louis Fish Markets for sale the 
same day.
 One year, he worked with a logging 
crew cutting down huge cypress trees 
in the bayous and brakes. They would 
wait for the river to rise above the 
flared	boll	of	the	tree.	They	would	then	
paddle a wooden Jon boat up against 
the tree. A railroad spike was driven 
into the tree with just enough iron 
showing to get the edge of the boat 
under it. Then a man would get on each 
end of the boat and then using a large 
crosscut saw, they would down the tree. 
The	logs	were	rafted	and	floated	down	
river to the sawmill.
 Trapped skins of raccoons, mink, 
and muskrat were sold to local fur 
buyers. Coons were roasted with sweet 
potatoes and served for dinner. They 
shot and trapped ducks and geese by 
the thousands. They were cleaned, 
packed in ice, and shipped by rail to 
the St. Louis markets. Many a morning 
they ate fried sliced duck breast with 
corn bread or biscuits and gravy.
	 When	I	was	sixteen,	I	shot	my	first	
pair of mallards early in the season. I 
proudly displayed them to Grandpa 
hoping for roast duck in cornbread 
dressing. He was not impressed! 
“Blue ducks”, he snorted!  What??? I 
thought they were mallards.  “Summer 
ducks”, he said, meaning they had no 
corn fat covered breast. He told me 
to bring a pair of Northern red legs 
next time which are ducks fat from 
feeding	in	grain	fields.	He	looked	at	my	
duck call and said, “Let me show you 
something!” He took a mallard; opened 
up its neck with his pocket knife 
and removed part of the throat I am 
guessing it was the duck’s esophagus 
tube. He then put the “gozzle” as he 
called it to his lips and blew a perfect 
rendition of a mallard hen! “What size 
shot are you shooting?” he asked. I 
replied “Number 4. What did you use”? 
He stated, “Number 7.5 Winchester 
leader high brass in a 12 gauge.” I 
asked him how he killed ducks and 
geese with such small shot. His answer 
was “I shot them in the head!!” I asked 
him how many birds he killed when he 
was hunting in Des Arc. He replied, “I 

wore out a L.C. Smith double and a 
Winchester Model 97.”
 Ducks and geese were hunted 
both day and night. At night when the 
waterfowl were rafted, they would 
slip up close in boats and “Arkansas” 
them, shooting on the water and on the 
rise. By moonlight, they shot Canada 
Geese as they passed overhead. Next 
morning they paddled through the 
cypress picking up geese. Trot lines at 
the water’s edge were baited with corn 
to catch waterfowl as the river rose into 
woods	and	fields.
 My grandpa had done some guiding 
for ducks when he lived in Missouri in 
the late 40’s and early 50’s. He mostly 
guided for a physician and his friends. 
However, he didn’t duck hunt in the 
years	 he	 took	me	 rabbit,	 squirrel,	 and	
quail	hunting.	 I	asked	him	why	he	no	
longer duck hunted. “There are no 
ducks anymore.” he said, “When I was 
a boy the sky was black with ducks. We 
didn’t know any better.” When Grandpa 
turned	68,	he	quit	hunting	with	me.	His	
legs gave out. Because of my grandpa, 
I have taken my grandson hunting and 
fishing.	I	am	trying	to	“pass	it	on!”

2019 Joseph 15 years old and Penny 11 years old. 2009 Joseph 5 years old and Penny 1 year old.



100 Adventure Sports Outdoors | January 2021

15398 E. Kenabeck Trail, Cuba, IL 61427 - $425,000 26067 E. Breeds Rd, Canton, IL 61520 - $134,900

175 S. 1st Ave., Canton, IL 61520 - $94,500 19705 N. IL Highway 97, Cuba, IL 61427 - $84,900

804 S. Main St., Canton, IL 61520 - $79,900 1106 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 61542 - $490,000

94 Hemlock, Canton, IL 61520 - $239,900 815 W. Maple, Canton, IL 61520 - $129,900
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120.6 Acres in Mercer County, IL
Good Hunting, CRP and 75 Tillable
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KY & TN - Incredible Hunting 
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Home site or Hunting Ground
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County, IL , Illinois Giant Buck 

and Great Crop Income-$584,900
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75 +/- Acres, Schuyler 
County, IL- Tillable, 
Mature Timber and 
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1+/- Acres, 3 Lots Close to River, 
Schuyler County, IL

$10,000

94 +/- Acres in Schuyler 
County, IL

Outfitters Lodge - $646,500

40 +/- Acres in Owentown, KY
Beautiful Home off the 
Main Road - $750,000
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NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA
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tarnold@legacylandco.com



AN UNUSUAL COLLECTION
 Late last winter, I was taking a nature 
hike through a small woodlot in central 
Indiana.  I had my camera to take pictures of 
birds, mammals, tree bark, buds, and nuts, 
animal tracks and anything else exciting I 
encountered.  I really wasn’t looking for a 
new addition to an old collection.
   It was way too early for mushrooms, 
but this area looked promising for the 
upcoming spring.  I was closely watching 
to	see	if	I	could	find	some	deer	antler	sheds	
when I spotted an off-white color material 
sticking from beneath a pile of leaves.  I 
thought I had an antler.
 As I carefully started to uncover 
the	 object,	 not	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 I	 had	
discovered an animal skull.  Although in 
poor shape, with only the upper portion 
remaining, this three inch portion of bone 
had two characteristics which made it easy 
to identify. A spongy looking network of 
fine	bones	on	each	side	of	the	skull	and	a	
double set of incisors (large front teeth) 
with two smaller teeth directly behind 
a	 larger	 front	 set	 confirmed	 this	 was	 the	
remains of an eastern cottontail rabbit.  
Several other small details of the structure 
eliminated the possibility of this being a 
swamp or jack rabbit which are not usually 
found in Indiana anyway.

 I was able to easily name this long-
dead animal because I took a wildlife 
class	 which	 included	 skull	 identification	
while studying at Purdue for my wildlife 
management degree. Each student in the 
class	had	to	find,	clean,	and	make	a	skull	
collection and be able to identify a wide 
variety of species on tests.  I still have 
my collection and have added to it since 
school, forming a total of around 30 or 35 
different specimens. Thirty years ago, I 
could identify each one with just a glance.  
Now, I have to double check a few to 
remember what they are.
 Or course, I have most of the common 
larger mammals of the Midwest, including 
red and gray fox, raccoon, opossum, 
groundhog, mole, muskrat, beaver, and 
mink,	 rabbit,	 grey,	 fox,	 and	 red	 squirrel,	
and whitetail deer.  These I have collected 
myself by hunting or trapping. I also 
have smaller critters, probably more 
numerous, but less well known.  These 
are the various species of mice, voles, 
shrews	 and	 other	 field	 and	 woodland	
inhabitants.	Identification	of	these	animals	
is often much harder, sometimes needing 
a magnifying glass to check teeth to tell 
one species from another. Most of these 
specimens were captured in tiny live 
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By Rich Creason

Rabbit skull showing bony network on side 
and double row of upper front teeth

Eastern mole skull. Notice the teeth are for 
eating meat, not plants.
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traps.  (While a regular mouse trap would 
catch them, it usually damaged the skull.)   
Another unusual way of obtaining tiny 
skulls is by locating an owl roosting site.  
Underneath the tree are owl pellets.  These 
pellets are an inch or two long and look 
like a ball of hair.  It is actually hair and 
bones regurgitated by the owl after eating 
small critters.  Careful dissection of the 
pellet will reveal the skull inside.
 Years ago, when I was actively 
building my collection, I would often 
purchase the skulls I couldn’t obtain in 
Indiana. Fur-Fish-Game and other trapping 
magazines often ran ads in the back of 
their publications. I obtained bobcat, lynx, 
and a mountain lion skull in this manner.  
Alaska magazine had an ad from a trapper 
who	offered	a	wolverine	skull	for	$50	if	he	
caught one that season.  I sent my money 

but he returned it in the spring having no 
luck capturing that member of the weasel 
family.
 I have a black bear skull from my 
Canada hunt and a pronghorn from 
Wyoming. A Wildlife Management 
Journal offered a fur seal skull from Japan 
to any wildlife student who asked for one.  
They	had	finished	a	study	on	aging	seals.		
Until recently, this was the largest in my 
collection, even larger than the bear.  A 
couple years ago, I shot a wild boar with 
my bow and it is now my biggest.  In the 
next couple years, I plan to add a moose 
and a Louisiana alligator.
 There are still several species I 
would like to add to my collection if I 
can legally obtain them.  I am missing a 
porcupine, armadillo, badger, nutria, river 
otter,	marten	 and	 fisher,	 and	 of	 course,	 a	



12414 SR 78, MATANZA BEACH
Waterfront cottage

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

13100 CR 1375N, MATANZA BEACH
Waterfront. 4BR

5112 PATTERSON BAY RD., BATH, IL
Fantastic hunting lodge

4542 WIMPEYVILLE, BATH, IL
Weekend getaway with water access

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

wolverine.  I’m sure there are other large 
and many small critters I don’t have, but 
would	like	to	acquire.		I	haven’t	collected	
any bird or amphibian skulls and the only 
reptile I have is a rattlesnake with three 
fangs I purchased somewhere.  
 If you would like to start your own 
skull collection, it’s very easy.  The next 
time	 you	 go	 rabbit	 or	 squirrel	 hunting,	
when you get done skinning your catch, 
cut the head off and carefully cut off all 
the meat you can.  Then, boil the skull 
in an old pot (don’t use your wife’s good 
cookware!).  I would suggest doing this 
outside if possible because boiling meat is 
smelly.  The remaining meat should either 
fall off or be easily picked off.  The brain 
will still be inside the skull and has to be 
cleaned out through the large opening 
in	 the	 back	 of	 the	 skull.	 	When	 finished	
cleaning, put the skull in a bath of two parts 
water and one part household ammonia for 
a day.  This cuts the greasy feel from the 
fat which melted in the boiling process.  
When the skull is cleaned, you can leave it 
outside in a safe, sunny spot until the sun 
bleaches it white.  You can also soak it a 
couple hours in a container with water and 
about 10 percent bleach checking it every 
hour or two until it reaches the color you 
want.  In my early tries, I used too much 
bleach or left it too long and it came out 
a beautiful white, but the bone was like 
chalk	 and	 flaked	 off	 when	 I	 touched	 it.		
Rinse it thoroughly in clean water to get 
any remaining bleach off.  Let it dry and 

you	have	the	first	skull	in	your	collection.		
 I didn’t do the following with my 
collection, but I wish I had.  Take a small 
label and write the name of the animal, the 
date you collected it and the place.  Use 
an	ultra	fine	point	permanent	marker.	 	Tie	
the	label	to	the	skull	for	easy	identification	
years later.  Or just put a label with a number 
and add all the other information beside that 
number in a small notebook which you can 
keep with your skulls.
 If you would like more information on 
skulls and identifying any you are unsure of, 
I have found only two books which cover the 
subject	adequately.		When	I	was	in	college,	
I purchased an outstanding book titled “The 
Wild Mammals of Missouri” by Charles 
W. and Elizabeth R. Schwartz.  It was put 
out by the University of Missouri Press 
and Missouri Conservation Commission, 
copyright 1959, third printing 1968.  I don’t 
know if this book is still available, but it is 
worth whatever is the current price if it can 
be found.  It covers not only skulls, but the 
entire life of each animal.  Missouri and the 
rest of the Midwest have most of the same 
animals and I use this book constantly as a 
reference in many of my stories.  
 A year or so ago, I saw a notice in one 
of my book clubs about a new book called 

“Animal Skulls, A Guide to North American 
Species”.  It is by Mark Elbroch, published 
by Stackpole Books, copyright 2006.  I think 
the	cost	was	around	$40,	but	I	immediately	
ordered it.  It is 100% skulls with outstanding 
details and pictures with a section on cleaning 
and preparing specimens.  
 While collecting skulls is not for 
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everyone, it would be nice when your son 
or	grandson	shoots	his	first	squirrel	to	have	
a trophy from it.  It you don’t want to spend 
the cost of getting the animal mounted, a 
clean skull in a hard plastic case would 
make an excellent keepsake.
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

Fox and Bobcat skulls. Dogs are long and 
narrow. Cats are wide and short.

Skull of the wild boar I shot with my bow 
at 10 yards.

This is one of my skull identification books. 
Great detail.
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ICING 
SMALL POND 
BLUEGILLS
by Tom Berg
 There is a pond not far from my 
house that is home to a surprisingly 
large population of hungry bluegills. I 
have pulled hundreds of tasty ‘gills 
through the ice of this pond over the 
years, but they are not always eager to 
bite.  You have to use a few tricks to be 
successful when the going gets tough.
 This is a small pond, and one of 
the most important things to remember 

when	fishing	small	ponds	is	to	be	quiet.		
Since these small bodies of water are 
usually	fairly	shallow,	the	resident	fish	
can hear someone walking on the ice a 
few feet above them very easily.  Don’t 
stomp your feet!  Try to walk as slowly 
and	as	quietly	as	possible.		And	don’t	
drop the metal ice auger and let it clang 
loudly against the ice every time you 
cut a new hole!
	 It	 also	 seems	 strange	 to	 quietly	
sneak out onto the ice and then shatter 
the silence by blasting a hole through 
the ice with your auger, but it can’t be 
helped.		I	figure	as	long	as	I’m	making	
noise, I might as well get it all over 
with at the same time, so I always cut 
several	holes	before	I	start	fishing.	 	It	
takes a while to cut them and scoop 
out all of the ice chunks, and after I’m 
completely	 done	 I	 start	 fishing	 at	 the	
first	hole	that	was	cut	since	it	had	the	
most time to “settle down”.
 Like many ponds, the one that I 
fish	 has	 dark,	 stained	 water.	 	 In	 the	
past, I always used clear line on my 
icefishing	 rods	 when	 I	 fished	 here,	
but recently I switched to black line.  
The dark color of the line matches the 
watercolor, but more importantly the 

black line stands out nicely against 
the white snow and ice above the 
hole.  Tangles are easier to untie and it 
is easier to pick up line that is laying 
on	 the	 ice	 after	 a	 fish	 is	 caught.	 	 I	
like to use a spring bobber from HT 
Enterprises, and the dark line makes 
detecting visual strikes easier, too.

 When it comes to bluegill baits, I 
like to use super small ice jigs and tip 
them with a beemoth or mousie.  Some 
of my favorite jigs are black with 
yellow glow stripes, orange/red, and 
green with black stripes.  I also like jigs 
with a bit of hackle tied to them.  I am 
a big believer in the idea that smaller is 

Small ponds are a great place to get the 
youngsters on the ice to catch some hungry 

bluegills.  Photo by Tom Berg

Hefty bluegills will hit a variety of small 
jigs, especially if you tip them with a fresh 

beemoth.  Photo by Tom Berg

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
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STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER
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better	when	icefishing.
	 Sometimes	 the	 fish	 bite,	 but	 they	
are	difficult	to	hook.		When	they	get	on	
a “light bite” like this, it is sometimes 
helpful to tip the ice jig with only 
half of a beemoth (especially if the 
beemoths you have are big and fat).  
Bring along a small pocketknife to cut 
the beemoths in half, because if you 
try	to	do	it	with	your	fingers	you’ll	just	
end up with a smashed beemoth.
 Cutting the bait in half really 
serves two purposes.  It not only gives 
the	fish	a	smaller	bait	 that	 they	might	
inhale a little easier, but it also lets 
some of the tasty juices of the beemoth 
waft out into the water around the jig.  
That extra hint of taste might be just 
the ticket for inducing that reluctant 
bite.  Try it – it works!
 Make sure your bait does not 
freeze, too.  Lively beemoths are better 
than frozen ones, so keep the bait 
container in an inner pocket of your 
parka or snowmobile suit.  I like to put 
the thin plastic beemoth container in 
one of Strikemaster’s sturdy bait pucks.  
These hard plastic storage containers 
are the size of a hockey puck and they 
store plenty of beemoths safely.  They 

are insulated and they are virtually 
unbreakable.  What could be better?
 When the action slows down at one 
hole, I move to one of the others that I 
had	cut	when	I	first	arrived.		Sometimes	
the action picks up immediately in the 
new hole.  If not, give it a few minutes 
and	if	no	fish	are	interested	there,	move	
on.  Believe it or not, sometimes the hot 
hole is located just a couple of feet away 
from	where	you	were	just	fishing!
 If you try two or three new holes 

without getting much action, go back 
to	 the	 first	 hole	 where	 the	 bluegills	
had	 been	 biting.	 	 Often,	 I	 find	 that	 a	
productive hole that is left alone for a 
few minutes suddenly gets hot again 
when you return and start jigging.
 For me, the magic hour just before 
dark	always	provides	the	best	fishing.		
The	 bluegills	 and	 sunfish	 seem	 to	 go	
into a feeding frenzy as darkness falls, 
and it is almost impossible to use more 
than one rod at a time when the bite is 

Icefishing for bluegills can be great at first ice, and small ponds 
often provide safe ice early in the season.  Photo by Tom Berg

Productive ice jigs come in hundreds of sizes, styles and colors.  
Be sure to bring a good assortment and let the fish tell you what 

they want on any given day.  Photo by Tom Berg

really hot.  Usually, I plan my trip so 
that I arrive a couple of hours before 
sundown,	 and	 then	fish	 until	 it	 is	 too	
dark	to	see	the	bobber	or	float.
 The next time you hit the ice at 
your favorite bluegill pond, keep some 
of these ideas in mind.  If you have 
had	trouble	putting	a	pile	of	panfish	on	
the ice in the past, maybe one of these 
hints	 will	 make	 your	 fishing	 more	
productive and enjoyable this season!

WORLD-CLASS QUALITY HUNTS AROUND THE WORLD!
TED TESTED! • TED ABUSED! • TED APPROVED!

Call Paul or Toby to book your dream hunt of a lifetime!
517-750-9060 • TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Ted Nugent

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL

309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr.

(off Rt 9)
Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543
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BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 Hello again and HAPPY NEW 
YEAR	from	all	of	us	at	the	Bowfishing	
Association of Illinois! We wish you all 
the best in 2021 and success in all the 
outdoor sports you love. May the new 
year	 bring	 your	 health,	 big	 fish,	 big	
bucks and plentiful fowl!

MILD WINTER MEANS GREAT 
BOWFISHING!
 While 2020 has been about the 

worst year in memory to many we have 
been blessed to have a very mild start 
to	 our	 winter	 bowfishing	 season.	 BAI	
members across the state have been 
enjoying great nighttime shoots with 
plentiful common carp and buffalo.

BAI SHURESHOT WINTER 
INVASIVE NUMBERS 
COMPETITION UPDATE 
 Our winter contest is in full swing 
with loads on invasives taken from clear 
fall/winter waters already. November 
winner came from the north with Rick 
Urban	 taking	 first	 place.	 Our	 October	
winner also was from the north as 
world	famous	bowfisher	and	all-around	

nice	guy	Ed	DeVries	 taking	first	place.	
We thank contest sponsor Shureshot 
Bowfishing	 for	 donating	 a	 complete	
arrow to each month’s winner! 

IDNR DENIES ALL BAI PROPOSALS
 Some pretty disappointing news 
came from the IDNR recently. Two 
months ago, the BAI sent emails to 
IDNR Director Callahan and Fisheries 
Chief McClelland as we have for 
many years, we hoping to expand the 
opportunities	for	bowfishers	across	the	
state. We received their reply recently 
after more reminder emails. I’ll list the 
ideas and IDNR reactions separately. 

CREATE A PROGRAM THAT 
ALLOWS RECREATIONAL 
ANGLERS AND BOWFISHERS TO 
SELL ASIAN CARP
 This idea came from the program 
the great state of Kentucky started. 
Kentucky changed rules and laws that 
prohibited	 recreational	 fishermen	 and	
women from selling Asian carp they 
harvested to private processors. It was 
done as a way to incentivize the removal 
of Asian carp from their waters and help 
in reducing their numbers. With all the 
federal and state dollars spent in Illinois 

on Asian carp removal we thought it 
would be a great idea here in Illinois. 
The IDNR refused saying we didn’t 
take	 enough	 fish	 to	make	 the	work	 of	
changing the legislation or ad rules 
worth the effort. 

OPEN MORE WATERS UP FOR 
CATFISH BOWFISHING 
 Several years ago, the Illinois 
general assembly passed laws that 
added	catfish	to	the	legal	species	list	for	
bowfishers.	This	 law	gave	us	 the	 legal	
right	to	take	catfish.	IDNR	then	created	
rules	 that	 restricted	 bowfishing	 catfish	
to	 commercially	 fished	 waters	 where	

RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
2507 N. Main St. - East Peoria, IL 61611

Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

Lots 2 & 6  Remmert Farms
(Lot 2) $95,900 & (Lot 6) $97,900

5.01 AC lot lake front lot. Centrally located 
between Peoria and Bloomington, The Lakes 
of Remmert Farms offers beautiful, rolling lots 
that surround approx. a 6.5-acre stocked lake 
and a 1.5 acre stocked pond. Many of the lots 
are conducive to walkout foundations, and large 
outbuildings are allowed. All infrastructure has 
been completed and paid for by the developer, 
including a common well, power, and a paved 
road to the front of each lot.

6209 W. Route 150,
Edwards, IL 61528 - $2,500,000

Will divide - 63.463 acres (58.703 ac zoned I-1, 
4.76 ac zoned A-2) Remarkable Equestrian Estate 
w/ 4,800 sf home. 3 gated entryways & paved roads 
lined w/ gorgeous Maple trees lead up to the stately 
home w/ circular driveway & many other buildings. 
An abundance of wood fencing outlines the proper-
ty & seen throughout the acres of pasture.  Located 
near the Shoppes of Grand Prairie & easy access to 
Rt 150, with great traffic count! 

1650 School St. Washington 
$24,900 

Beautiful 1.39 Acre Country Building Spot.  Close to 
schools and shopping.

0 W. Cruger Road
Washington, IL 61571- $720,000

27.15 acres - perfect site for subdivision 
development - utilities at lot line; mostly tillable, 
gently rolling farm ground
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catfish	 were	 harvested.	 This	 restricts	
our new opportunity given us by the 
legislature and severely discriminates 
against those who live away from 
commercial waters in areas such as 
Chicago and North East Illinois. We 
asked	 that	 waters	 where	 bowfishing	
is	 allowed	 be	 opened	 up	 to	 catfish	
bowfishing.	 There	 are	 no	 statewide	
number	 or	 size	 limits	 for	 catfish	 and	
some	 site-specific	 regulations	 on	 the	
fox that would not clash with taking 
them	 using	 bowfishing	 as	 a	 method.	
This was denied. There really was no 
good reason given. Many codes ect.... 
showing why the IDNR has authority 
to restrict us. But the same waters we 
are being restricted from and asking to 
be opened allow unlimited hook and 
line harvest. You may use 50 hook trot 
lines or 50 bank poles per night, take 
50	fish,	rebait	and	take	50	more	in	the	
morning regardless of their size. The 
closest thing given as a reason was 
that	 we	 are	 “allowed	 to	 harvest	 fish	
on waters that support commercial 
fishing	 because	 there	 is	 no	 catch	 and	
release	 in	 bowfishing.”	 This	 makes	
absolutely no sense at all because there 
are no regulations forcing hook and line 
anglers to release their catch. We have 
shown	 we	 take	 very	 few	 catfish	 over	
the past several years in the commercial 
areas and have zero impact to the 
fishery.	IDNR	told	us	our	numbers	are	
a	 fraction	 of	 hook	 and	 line	 fishermen	
and that was one of the reasons we were 
denied the ability to sell Asian carp as it 
was simply not worth the effort. But for 
some reason we are enough of an impact 
on	 catfish	 population	 where	 there	 are	
unlimited hook and line harvests. Again, 
this simply makes no sense and all we 
can think of is it’s simply a prejudicial 
view of our sport by those who feel its 
below angling with no science at all in 
the decision. A fair regulation would 
be	one	that	allowed	fish	to	be	taken	by	
all recreational methods with common 
sense limits put in place including 
limiting	the	amount	of	fish	allowed	over	
a certain length where there presently 

are no limits or size limits.
YOUTH BOWFISHING RECORDS 
 In 2018 we brought the idea of 
special state-run youth records to the 
IDNR. We were told to run a contest for 
a couple years so they could use these 
top weights as a starting point and reduce 
the	flood	of	new	record	applications.	We	
did this and asked how to send them in 
to get the program started. Yesterday we 
were told, after telling kids to send in their 
fish	 as	 a	 starting	 point	 for	 two	 years	 as	
instructed to do by IDNR Fisheries Chief, 
that the program wouldn’t be started. No 
real reason other than it would muddy 
the	waters	of	the	official	records.	So,	we	
apologize to any of the kids who worked 
for	this	starting	point	fish. 
 We had great IDNR employees in 
the past who were friendly, responded to 
emails, returned phone calls, and looked 
for ways to work with organizations 
and help expand opportunities. They 
were excited about our growth and all 
the additional sportsmen and women 
brought into the sport. Where once 
they	looked	for	ways	to	help	their	first	
reaction now is to look for reasons 
to deny. Once helpful today they are 
adversarial. Unfortunately, it’s the way 
of our state these days. 
 The BAI will continue to work to 
expand our sport and protect our rights 
and opportunities using any means at 
our disposal. We urge you to all spread 
the word and support the sport and our 
organization. And remember to VOTE 
in two years!!!

ON TO 2021!
 I don’t think anyone will miss 2020. 
But we have a lot to look forward to in 
2021! The BAI have several youth derbies 
planned, an Asian carp cooking contest, 
Pro/Am shoots events including a Back 
the	Blue	BBQ	and	bowfishing	day.	Buy	
in tournaments are being replaced with 
Bowfishing	Rendezvous	days	where	we	
will rent a shelter, eat and socialize before 
or	after	a	day	of	bowfishing.	No	entry	fee	
and attendees are free to make side pots 
wherever they wish. JOIN US!!

SHANNON GAUNT
Designated Managing Broker

(m) 309-256-5265 • shannongaunt@crownerealty.com

C

A

L

L

2

5

6

•

5

2

6

5

C

A

L

L

2

5

6

•

5

2

6

5

10723 SPRINGFIELD RD, TREMONT $179,900- 2.23 ACRES
2.23 acres with 2008 - 36’x60’ Morton Building machine shed with 

30.5’x11’ front porch, full concrete, 200-amp service, outlets, 
30 amp RV outlet, lights, water in building & roughed in for 

toilet & sink, 3 insulated automatic overhead doors. 14’x14’, 12’x’12’, 
10’x10’, 36” steel entry door & 5 windows. 2nd small garage is 

14.5’x26.5’ with concrete & 9’x7’ overhead door. Well installed by 
Sauder & feed line stubbed for new home. Property has both north 
and south entrances. Property also has a second 200-amp service 

set up for new home or add on to the Building.

19 ACRES, BLOOMINGTON RD, EP $150,000
Excellent Building site in EP. 2/3 Cleared, level & wooded. 

The rest is Timber & Ravine. Zoned R-2. 
Great layout opportunities for your new home or

Outbuilding. Property located in the 3400 Block of Bloomington Rd. 
Look for Sign. .4 miles on Bloomington Rd. off of Pleasant Hill. 

113 S. Main St. | Morton, IL 61550
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MARY ANN LADENDORF
Cell: 309-241-5610 • mladendorf@coldwellhomes.com

BAYLEE GAMBETTI 
Cell: 241-7700 • BayleeGambetti@gmail.com

BILL HILAND
Cell: 309-339-9554 • bhiland@coldwellhomes.com

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, WE APPRECIATE YOUR REVIEWS!
@LADENDORF & GAMBETTI COLDWELL BANKER REAL ESTATE GROUP

2816 N. Court St. • Pekin, IL 61554

3416 Edgewater Drive, Pekin, IL 61554 - $626,0003416 Edgewater Drive, Pekin, IL 61554 - $626,000
Wow!! A charming, treed lane is the grand approach to this especially beautiful home nestled on an 8-acre (+ or -) homesite! Built 

by Wharram, This home boasts spectacular finishes including 12” crown molding, 10’ ceilings,  wine cellar, 2x6 wall construction, 
geo thermal, roof 2018 and the finest cabinetry/amenities...plus, the ultimate in privacy w/dense woods and wildlife! Phenomenal 

location minutes from highway. Stately home! Gorgeous acreage! Unsurpassed quality and style! Site to be surveyed before closing.

Mary Ann Ladendorf - Broker, Bill Hiland - Buyers Agent,
Katie Sales - Listing Coordinator, Baylee Gambetti - Broker, 

Jill McCoy - Unlicensed Assistant



January 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  109

3801 Wabash Ave
Springfield IL 
217-522-1222
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & 
Custom Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

Warren Danz and Michael SueWarren Danz and Michael Sue  
Attorneys at LawAttorneys at Law

Workers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 YearsWorkers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 Years

Worker’s Compensation Worker’s Compensation

Social Security Law

Call the Office of Warren E. Danz and we can obtain a 19b emergency 
hearing in less than 30 days for workers’ compensation to restore 

your workers’ compensation benefits!

IF YOU’RE SUFFERING FROM A WORK INJURY OR AUTO ACCIDENT . . .

• Weekly Compensation
• Medical  Bills
• Cash SEttlements

• Lifetime Medical
• Social Security Benefits
• Your Pension Rights

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Semi-Truck Accidents
• Railroad Accidents
• Dog Bites

•  Worker’s Compensatio
• Slip & Fall Claims
• Diving or Drowning
• Construction Accidents
• All Other Injuries

Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Warren DanzThe Law Office

309-676-4645309-676-4645www.warrendanz.comwww.warrendanz.com 800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868

Call For a Free Consultation
NO FEE UNLESS YOU COLLECTHome or Hospital

Visits Available
710 NE Jefferson, Peoria, IL

January 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  111



N-34G

 

•	 Log your timber now and 
reinvest into deer retention 
for next season.

•	 Walnut and white oak 
markets are strong as 
ever. Demand for your 
hardwoods is high!

•	 Global export markets help 
us pay you top dollar for 
your timber.

Walnut Timber Buyers
Keep your farm or recreational land 

productive by logging this winter season.

When deer season is over it’s time to harvest timber!

 

 No middle man, minimum footprint, maximum profit! 

309-369-9524
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com

Find out what your timber is worth. Get a free 
appraisal from one of our licensed timber buyers!

N47
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