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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

3 Years Limited Warranty +  3 Years Limited Warranty +  
3 Years Extended Protection, 3 Years Extended Protection, 

No extra chargeNo extra charge..

SIX YEARS OF PROTECTIONSIX YEARS OF PROTECTION

3 3
Instant Savings on select models when  Instant Savings on select models when  

you buy a new Suzuki Outboard.  you buy a new Suzuki Outboard.  
See your dealer for details.See your dealer for details.

INSTANT SAVINGSINSTANT SAVINGS

SAVE RIGHT NOW ON 
SELECT SUZUKI OUTBOARDS

INSTANT
SAVINGS

Rates as low as 5.99%  Rates as low as 5.99%  
on new Suzuki outboards on  on new Suzuki outboards on  

approved credit.* [60 Months]approved credit.* [60 Months]

REPOWER FINANCEREPOWER FINANCE

Gimme Six Extended Protection promotion applies to new Suzuki Outboard Motors from 25 to 350 HP in inventory which are sold and delivered to buyer between 01/01/21 and 03/31/21 in accordance with 
the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. The Gimme Six Promotion is available 
for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. Instant Savings applies to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki Outboard Motors made between 01/01/21 and 03/31/21. For list of designated models, 
see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. Instant Savings must be applied against the agreed-upon selling price of the outboard motor and reflected in the bill of sale. There are no model 
substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through 
Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and 
terms provided, are based on creditworthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ 
based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors purchased from a participating 
authorized Suzuki dealer between 01/01/21 and 03/31/21. “Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and 
read your owner’s manual. © 2021 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

™
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Super Cool White Winter  

with some amazing deals  
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Also Available in Pearl Nebular Black
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www.HarrisonsSportShop.com
15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Mon - Sat

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Grain Bins

Silos
Barns

LP Tanks
Fuel Tanks

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
FULLY INSURED
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CALL MATT 
FOR ALL OF YOUR 

PROPERTY NEEDS!

GREAT TIME TO SELL!

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 
IS ON FIREIS ON FIRE  

LISTINGS NEEDED

108 Acres- Peoria County

107 Acres- Schuyler County

SOLD

SOLD



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:
ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247
asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)
Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Sales Associate: 
HARRY CANTERBURY
309-360-0487 • asoharry@gmail.com

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER
missywalker1974@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
Hunt Snow Geese 

in Nebraska at 
Riverfront Hunt Club 

See Ad Pg 74
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
ICE COLD BEER! 

On Rt. 9 at the Danvers Y, Danvers, IL 309-963-8300

 Well, we were pretty lucky most 
of the winter avoiding a major cold 
snap but then February showed. We 
finally	 are	 getting	 the	 below	 zero	
temperatures and really all that 
matters	is	the	ice	is	safe	for	fishing.	
	 My	first	 adventure	onto	 the	 ice	
in 2021, we decided to go to one 
of our old haunts in Farmington, 
IL to try our luck at a couple of 
strip pits. We arrived and started 

checking the ice and we had 4 ½ to 5 
inches. Normally I really don’t feel 
comfortable on anything less than 
six inches but hey… it’s February 
and I haven’t put my line through 
an ice hole yet and I wasn’t leaving. 
Of course, my buddy Al Schackow 
seems to have no fear being on the 
ice as long as there is at least three 
inches. So, we continued down the 
lake checking every place we have 
tried	in	the	past	to	locate	some	fish.	
After drilling over 100 holes we 
finally	 found	a	hole	 that	had	a	 few	
fish	 in	 it.	We	were	fishing	 for	 four	
or	five	hours	and	only	caught	three	
fish	amongst	all	three	of	us	that	were	
there.	The	fish	just	weren’t	biting.	
 We used to have a spot over 
by Victoria, IL that was owned by 
a good friend that was great for ice 
fishing.	I	used	to	be	able	to	give	him	
a call in order to catch a few blue 
gill and crappie. Sadly he sold the 
property last year so that wasn’t 
going to be an option. We started 
make a few calls around to see if 
we	could	find	somewhere	to	at	least	
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WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, March 27 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, March 27 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazineYouTube.com/ASOMagazine

ANDY’S 
CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

catch	a	few	fish.	
 After talking with some friends, 
I seemed to be coming to one 
conclusion. Many people weren’t 
catching	many	 fish	 during	 the	 day	
but were having great luck at night 
using	a	fish	light.	I	have	tried	fishing	
at night a couple of times before 
without much luck. It seemed the 
more research and information I 
gathered	 fishing	 at	 night	 was	 the	
key	to	catching	some	fish	if	you’re	
willing	to	fish…on	ice…	after	dark.	
I	did	some	research	on	the	fish	lights	
and found you could order them 
online at a pretty cheap cost. Of 
course, I waited until we decided to 
take this adventure so I had to pay a 
little more and search all over just 
to	find	a	fish	light.	Once	we	had	the	
light the only thing to do was test 
it out. 
 The next day rolls around and I 
get the call from Al. He stated, “Not 
sure what we are doing but I can’t sit 
around the house all weekend I will 
go nuts”. Well Al is that one friend 
that is always up for an adventure. I 
don’t care where or when he will be 

on board. We discussed heading over 
by Galesburg to try our luck at some 
night	fishing	and	hopefully	catch	a	
few	fish.	The	one	challenge	I	see	is,	

Al Schackow is stacking up the crappie
 as I wait for my opportunity



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-4pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

it’s supposed to snow 2-4 inches and 
the temperature is supposed to drop 
to -11 degrees which will make the 
windchill to -20 below that evening. 
I was pacing the house trying to 
decide if I was willing to go deal 
with the cold just to catch a few 
fish.	After	an	hour	or	so	of	walking	
around the house my wife looks at 
me and says “It’s time for you to go 
fishing”.	She	really	just	wanted	my	
butt out of the house and I get it I 
needed to get out as well. So I called 
Al and told him I would be at his 
house in an hour and we would be 
the	two	idiots	that	will	go	ice	fishing	
with it being -11 degrees. I rounded 
up	my	 ice	 fishing	 gear	 and	 loaded	
the truck. 
 The trip over to Al’s the only 
thing running through my head 
was you must be a little crazy to 
even consider this trip but here I am 
heading in that direction. I didn’t 
have	a	lot	of	confidence.	I	had	fished	
this area a couple of times with 
really no luck at all. I picked up Al 
and we headed towards Galesburg. 
We were about twenty minutes out 
from	 our	 fishing	 location	 and	 here	
came the snow. It was blowing like 
crazy and within a few miles the 

roads were covered and looked like 
a sheet of ice. It took a little extra 
time to arrive and when we did, I 
saw several other people already out 
fishing.	I	thought	to	myself	“we	are	
not the only dummy’s wetting a line 
in these frigid temperatures”.
 We exited the truck and started 
loading our sled for the trip onto the 
ice. We had our heater, new light 

and	all	of	the	gear	an	ice	fisherman	
would need. We arrived at a location 
and I could see where that had been 
a lot of people on the ice in the last 
few	 days.	 I	 figured	with	 all	 of	 the	
activity here than we might as well 

TREMONT SHELL

Gas Pumps Open 24/7!
(with credit/debit purchase)

NOW AVAILABLE!
• Meal Deals •

• Family Meals •
• Group Orders •

(please call ahead for large orders- ask about $5 off offer!)

202 E. PEARL ST., TREMONT, IL

309-925-2117

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

GAMING BY:

VIDEO
SLOTS!

LIQUOR NOW AVAILABLE!

start punching some holes and see 
what	the	finders	can	locate.	The	first	
three	holes	showed	no	fish.	The	next	
three	holes	all	showed	fish	from	22	
– 26 foot deep. I looked at Al and 
said “out over 150 holes we drilled 
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The new green underwater light we purchased worked really well 
and made for a nice picture.

A nice 5-gallon bucket of 
flash frozen crappie



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

on	the	ice	this	year	this	was	the	first	
that showed a good concentration 
of	fish”.	We	drilled	our	hole	and	set	
up	the	tent	and	were	ready	to	fish.	I	
had asked my friend Reagan Smith 
with Reag’s Guide Service, what 
he had been having success with 
through the ice. He gave some great 
information so that would be our 
starting point. 
 We got all set up, heater going, 
lines ready and we were ready to 
catch some crappie. It was around 
3:00pm	 and	 our	 lines	 were	 fishing.	
It didn’t take long, and Al started 
catching	 a	 few	 fish.	 The	 bites	 were	
extremely light but if you could catch 
them on the nibble they were there. 
Al	 was	 catching	 a	 fish	 about	 every	
ten minutes and I was catching one 
every half hour or so. As any ice 
fisherman	knows	you	can	be	using	the	
same exact lures and for some reason 
there always seems to be one hole 
that	catches	more	fish	than	any	of	the	
others. Unfortunately, on this day it 
was one of Al’s holes. It seemed like 
everything was starting to slow down 
around dark so we decided to put our 
new	fish	light	to	work.	
	 We	dropped	the	fish	 light	down	
to 13’ and plugged it in. I started 
watching	my	screen	on	my	fish	finder	
and	within	a	few	minutes	we	had	fish	

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611

(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

SPRING/SUMMER TRAP LEAGUE
TEAM CAPTAIN INFO MEETING

MARCH 6 @ 6:00 PM
 NEW SHOOTERS/TEAMS WELCOME

from 15’ all the way to the bottom 
at	 26’.	 The	 fish	 weren’t	 being	 too	
aggressive, but we started catching 
fish	more	consistently.	
 As the night went on the people 
that were around us started leaving 
one by one. I knew it was getting 
really cold because the entire inside 
of our hut was complete ice. Inside 
the hut the temperature was great 
but you put your hands outside and 
oh boy! you realized that it was 
not going to be a fun night walking 
our and tearing down all of our 
equipment. I had to step out of the 
tent for a second to check the hole we 
put the light in and within two hours 
the light was frozen in the hole. I am 
like “Hell, I just bought this thing I 
am getting this out”. I chipped away 
until	finally	I	got	the	hole	open	again	
and by the time I got back in the hut I 
felt like an icicle. 
 I looked at the clock and it was 
going on 10:30pm and we had over 
50 crappies in the bucket. We decided 
we	 would	 fish	 until	 midnight	 and	
call it quits. Over the next hour and 
half,	 we	 finished	 filling	 the	 bucket	
and realized we had an hour or so of 
cleaning	fish	and	it	was	time	to	go.	We	
got everything straightened up in the 
hut and prepared for our adventure 
outside in these freezing temperatures. 
 As we walked off the ice, we 
realized the trip out was no where 
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near as easy as the 
trip onto the ice. The 
temperature was so cold 
it made it hard to breathe. 
Of course, on our walk 
out I kept thinking “man 
I hope that truck starts. 
We are out here with 
no one around and with 
the temperature” …we 
couldn’t go without heat 
for too long. Walking 
anywhere didn’t seem 
like an option. As we 
pulled the sled to the 
truck, I tried to start 
the truck. Luckily, she 
started up but boy she 
didn’t act like to she 
wanted to. 
 After loading the 
truck, we were off. It took 
us an hour and half to get 
home because the roads 
were completely ice. Once we got 
home,	we	decided	to	leave	the	fish	in	
the garage and clean them on Sunday. 
 We all have the one friend that 
pushes us to do things. Sometimes I 
moan and grown because Al doesn’t 
have an off button, but I must say the 

D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

The author finally catching a fish but of course it’s a baby.

amount	of	fishing	and	hunting	trips	
we have been on together and the 
amount of fun we have is something 
I cherish, and I always look forward 
to our next adventure. 
 May your sunrises and sunsets 
be magical!



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

 SNOW GOOSE JERKY

SNOW GOOSE STEAKS

•  5 pounds skinless snow goose 
breast	 fillets,	 sliced	 lengthwise	 a	
¼” thick

• 4 tbsp. coarse salt
• 1 cup honey
• 1 cup water
• 1 cup soy sauce
• ½ cup Worcestershire sauce
• 4 tbsp. black pepper
•	3	tbsp.	red	pepper	flakes
• 6 garlic cloves, minced
• ½ tsp. liquid smoke

1.  Combine marinade ingredients in 
a bowl and stir well to blend. Add 
meat strips, cover and refrigerate 
for 24 hours. 

2.  Remove meat from marinade and 
dry on racks (baking racks work 
great) in the refrigerator for 1 hour. 

3. Preheat oven to 175 degrees

• 1 Lemon (juice only) 
• ½ cup red wine vinegar
• ½ medium onion, grated
• 3 garlic cloves, crushed
• 2 bay leaves
• 2 tsp. kosher salt
• 1 tsp. chili paste
• ½ tsp. dried tarragon
• ½ tsp. fresh ground black pepper

1.  Soak your snow goose breasts 
in water with a little salt for at 
least 24 hours before you place in 
the marinade.

2.  Place all your ingredients in a 
Ziploc bag. Close the bag with air 
in it and shake until all ingredients 
are mixed. 

3.		Lay	snow	goose	fillets	on	a	cutting	
board and make sure all bones and 
fat are removed.

4.		Place	 the	 snow	 goose	 fillers	 in	
the Ziploc bag with marinade and 

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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4.  Place racks in oven or smoker for 
1 hour. Lower temperature to 150 
degrees and, if using a standard 
kitchen oven, crack the door open 
about 1 inch to allow moisture to 
escape. 

5.		After	5	hours,	flip	meat	over	and	
dry heat or smoke for another 4 
hours or until meat is thoroughly 
dry.

place in the fridge. Let the breast 
soak for a minimum of 4 hours. 
Typically, I will make marinade 
the night before and let breast soak 
all night

5.  Preheat grill to around 250 
degrees then put the snow goose 
breast on it.

6.  All breast to cook for 20 minutes 
or until they are medium rare. 
Medium rare is cooked on the 
outside and pink in the middle



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph Vandervort, Owner

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

FAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAPFAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAP

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 The State of Illinois has submitted 
their reply to the court in the ISRA FOID 
card case.  All the preliminary work is 
done and now we have to wait for a court 
date.  In the past, it has taken anywhere 
from one month to six months for that 
to happen.  As I have mentioned before, 
watching paint dry is quite exciting 
compared to waiting for courts and court 
cases to move.  When something happens 
it will be posted in the Thursday Bulletin.
 Joe Biden’s gun control plan is out 
there.  Of course, one of the things it 
includes is the approval of the United 
Nations Small Arms Treaty which calls 
for an international registry of gun 
owners.  That will be coming up for 
approval in the United States Senate.  
Those who read this column regularly 
know how much I detest the United 
Nations, the ground it sits on and the air 

its members breath.
 Beyond that, Joe 

Biden’s “common 
sense gun control” 

scheme is a nightmare 
for legal gun owners.  Only 

the general language is out there but the 
intent is clear as to where this is heading.  
The plan includes:
*  Mandatory screening of all people 
who	are	seeking	to	be	firearm	owners.

*  Restrictive licensing for guns and 
ammunition.

*  Restrictions on the number of guns 
and the amounts of ammunition you 
can own.

*  Bans on magazines that hold more 
than 10 rounds.

*		Bans	on	firearms	used	for	self-defense.
 I am sure there will be more when 
we see the details.   This is going to be a 
trying time for us all. 
 The anti-gun crowd seems to be 
pushing for two pieces of legislation 
at	 the	 state	 level.	 The	 first	 is	 for	
fingerprints	 to	 get	 a	 FOID	 card	 and	 a	
fee increase. We have not seen a bill at 
the time I write this but I’m sure one 
will be coming.  The second item is an 
ammunition tax.  They will do anything 
to make it tough on gun owners but 
even worse, if they get the tax, they will 
use our money against us in some way.  
Right now HB0438 is the ammunition 
tax bill we are tracking.  Keep an eye on 
the ISRA website for more bills as they 

are released.  We will let you know when 
it is time to act.
 It is no surprise the Colt Firearms 
has been sold.  The good news is that 
they were sold to CZG who makes CZ 
firearms	 in	 Czechoslovakia.	 	 CZ	makes	
really good stuff and is committed to 
the shooting sports.  In recent years and 
several times in the past, Colt has had 
serious	 financial	 problems.	 	 Like	 all	 of	
these buyouts, the purchasing company 
usually brings infusions of cash, new 
technology and ideas into the company.  I 
assume this will be the case with CZG and 
Colt.  One of the things I would advise 
CZG to do is get out of Connecticut and 
move to a friendlier gun climate.
 We are entering the legislative 
season which is the most dangerous time 
for	 citizens.	 	Most	 firearm	 owners	 pay	
attention to federal and state legislation.  
The primary job of the ISRA is to 
handle legislation in the Illinois State 
Legislature.  That does not mean we 
ignore federal and local legislation.  Local 
legislation at the county, city, village or 
other forms of local government can be 
just as dangerous.  Zoning boards are a 
particular headache.  The fact is, I look 
at all forms and levels of government 
with a jaundiced eye. Every level of 
government has huge power when 

compared to the individual citizen. Most 
of the time, people who serve on local 
government boards are good people but 
every once in a while, somebody gets 
elected who believes they are God’s gift 
to us all.  These people become tyrants.  
Someone once said “There is no tyrant 
like a small tyrant.”  They knew what 
they were talking about.
 At the national level, H. R. 127 is an 
example of really bad legislation that is 
out there.  This Resolution was introduced 
by anti-gun zealot Sheila Jackson Lee 
(D-18 Texas).  We all need to call our 
Congressmen or Congresswomen and 
oppose this Resolution.  You can google 
the Resolution and get the wording.  This 
Resolution has a long way to go but it 
shows us all where the anti-gun crowd 
wants to go.  I should remind everyone 
that in Congress, Resolutions are 
proposed laws and as such are binding.  
In the State of Illinois, resolutions are 
not binding but the bills are. 
 In Illinois we are watching more 
and more bills being introduced.  Please 
go to our website and click on Advocacy 
- Legislation to see which bills we are 
tracking.  There are three categories: 
Support, Oppose or Monitor.  Some bills 
are	 easy	 to	 figure	 out	 where	 they	 are	
going but at other times, we just need to 
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DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

keep an eye on the bill because we may 
think it will turn into something else.
 As I have mentioned, bills all 
start out in the Rules Committee in the 
Illinois House and are then assigned 
to a Committee for hearings.  In the 
Senate, they start out in the Assignments 
Committee and from there, are sent to 
a Committee.  Right now, there are no 
face to face hearings scheduled in the 
Illinois Legislature.  The hearings are 
subject matter only.  That means no real 
action can be taken on them.  As soon as 
something happens, we will let you know.  
In the meantime, I would refresh your 
skills	on	filling	out	witness	slips.		This	is	
going to break loose sometime.
 Your ISRA lobbyists are on the 
ground	 here	 is	 Springfield	 after	 a	 long	
hiatus.  Today the Illinois House of 
Representatives	 passed	 a	 significant	
resolution.  The Resolution, H.R. 72, 
limits the terms of Speaker of the House 
and	 Minority	 Leader	 to	 five	 General	
Assemblies or 10 years.  I have long 
advocated for this limitation.  The 
problem has been entrenchment.  These 

people accumulate too much power.
 The month of January set a new 
record	 for	 firearm	 sales.	 	 There	 were	
4.3 million background checks in 
January 2021, half of which were for 
concealed carry permits and FOID cards 
but that still leaves about 2.1 million 
background checks that resulted in a 
firearm	purchase.		As	I	said	last	month,	
there	 would	 be	more	 firearms	 sold	 but	
some	stores	simply	ran	out	of	firearms	to	
sell.  It looks like Joe Biden may exceed 
Barack Obama’s gun sales record. 
 Winchester has added some new 
ammunition to their Silvertip self-
defense line of ammunition; this 
ammunition is designed with massive 
stopping power.  Included in this line of 
ammunition is .223, .300 Blackout, .308 
Winchester	 and	 .22	 long	 rifle.	 	The	 .22	
long	 rifle	 is	most	 interesting.	 	This	 .22	
round is loaded with a 37 grain bullet 
that breaks into three parts on impact 
and penetrates 12 inches.  For those who 
can’t handle a larger caliber or much 
recoil, this might be an answer for them.
 Illinois	 State	 Rifle	 Association	 is	

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

providing a 2-day class for NRA Range 
Safety	Officer,	 at	our	 range	 in	Bonfield,	
1589	 N	 7000	 West	 Rd.,	 Bonfield,	 IL	
60913. The class is scheduled for March 
13, and March 27, 2021, from 9am to 
3pm.  Coffee, donuts, lunch and all class 
materials are provided both days. If 
you are interested, and can attend both 
days, register by Monday, March 8, 2021.
 The ISRA is offering another Glock 
Armorers Course on March 16th at the 
ISRA	Range	 in	 Bonfield.	 	We	 are	 also	
hosting a Glock Operator Course at the 
ISRA Range on March 18th.  There are 
still openings left for both classes.  You 
will need to sign up on the Glock website: 
https://glocktraining.com/Schedule.aspx 
 You don’t have to be a member to 
attend. Cost is $75 for members and $115 
for non-members. Non-Members attending 
will receive an ISRA membership with 
the cost of the class. Class is limited to 
30	students.	Call	or	email	the	office	with	
any questions or concerns,  member@isra.
org or 815-635-3198.
 Rush Limbaugh, long time ISRA 
Life member, has passed away from 
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ISRA.org

STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

lung cancer.  Rush Limbaugh was a true 
American patriot.  He will be sorely 
missed in these trying times.

Thanks for being a member.  
If you are not a member, JOIN NOW!

Upcoming Events: 
ISRA Calendar

For more information, visit 
www.isra.org



	 The	 2021	 fishing	 season	 is	 upon	
us and spring is only weeks away!!! 
Lake Shelbyville is drawn down and 
the	 fish	 are	 stacked	 up	 into	 massive	
schools. Crappie and walleye are both 
transitioning from their winter patterns. 
The lake level is drawn down for winter 
pool so be sure to check the lake level 
and adjust your electronics accordingly. 
 Crappie are holding on standing 
timber and with the water level where it 
is there are thousands of trees exposed 

to	 fish.	 Vertical	 jigging	 standing	
timbers is a very successful technique 
and	the	depth	of	the	fish	may	vary	from	
day to day. Minimal movement on your 
vertical presentation will be the detail 
that	will	help	you	boat	more	fish.	The	
Charlie Brewer Slider is a perfect bait 
option for this pattern. The slider bait 
has	different	profile	sizes	being	a	1	inch	
and 1.5 inch option. Fish both sizes 
each time out and usually one size will 
catch more than the other size. Hair jigs 
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

SPRING INTO FISHING

NEW BOOK RELEASE! INTRODUCING... 

WINGS IN THE HANDS OF THE LORD
by Louis LaHood

Available for purchase now on Amazon.com

Wings in the Hands of the Lord presents a firsthand  
account of 30 bombing missions during WWII. From 
the pilot’s log of 1st Lieutenant Louis LaHood, this is the 
day-by-day memoir of his Army Air Forces service as he led 
his nine-man crew over various targets throughout occupied 
Europe in 1944.

LaHood vividly captures the dangers, near misses, and 
tragedies he encountered as a pilot, taking off from England in 
the foggy gloom of early morning, and completing his deadly 
assignments one-by-one.

This is the story of a boy becoming a man, leading others through 
war, and how a brush with failure helped him tap into a dormant 
faith, which became the foundation of his leadership.

reapply more nibbles. The assistance 
of the eyehole jig and a stationary 
target will help entice crappie to strike. 
Slip-cork	fishing	during	 this	pattern	 is	
another ideal technique to catch crappie 
now. Fishing just above crappie is the 
primary objective and slip-corks allow 
you to target an exact depth. As the bait 
remains in the target water column, the 
natural movement under the cork is 
what is needed for action. Wax worms 
are a great natural bait option at this 
time. Crappie eat wax worms all year 

produce big numbers during this time 
for several reasons. First, the density 
of the water is greater making the hair 
follicles on the jigs look almost lifelike. 
Hair jigs are key at this time because 
with added sunlight the lake beneath 
the surface starts to become more 
lively itself. Scent baits and natural bait 
can	 be	 extremely	 beneficial	 now.	 The	
Eyehole Jig is a jig head designed to 
hold a scent bait like a crappie nibble in 
the actual head. This design allows you 
to	catch	multiple	fish	without	having	to	

Just add water!! Four for DINNER!



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!

NO SHOW... NO PROBLEM!
THE SHOW MUST GO ON IN A DIFFERENT 
WAY! SHOP ONLINE OR COME INTO THE 
DEALERSHIP FOR BOAT SHOW PRICES 
STARTING NOW!!
INVENTORY IS 
LIMITED SO DON’T 
WAIT. GET YOUR NEW 
BOAT BEFORE THEY ARE ALL GONE!

 2020 Roughneck 2070sc
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage

Firewood • Lumber
Snow Removal

Zach Nayden
Owner/Operator

(309) 224-9113

round, but now especially. Threading a 
wax worm over the hook and keeping 
the tip of the hook inside the worm will 
also keep your hook protected from 
becoming hung up on a snag. Minnows 
can	work	if	you	can	find	them	at	your	
tackle stores and they can be used in 
multiple ways from tipping them on a 
jig,	slip-corking	or	even	jig	fishing	with	
a straight hook and a sinker. The more 
techniques and strategies used on each 
and every trip will increase your catch 
totals and make new techniques more 
familiar to you. The target water column 
may range from 12-20 feet each day 
and by rule always start targeting the 
fish	in	the	shallower	water	column	first,	
then work deeper. Color combinations 
range with the watercolor of the lake, 

but any combination with chartreuse is 
a productive color. 
 Welcome back walleye!!!! The 
walleye are transitioning from the 
deeper water onto the ledges and drop-
offs.  They are becoming more active 
and feeding more often. Trolling 
contours is the best option when locating 
walleye. Trolling allows different bait 
options and different water columns to 
be	fished	at	the	same	time	to	maximize	
your time on the water. Crankbaits, 
spinners, twister tails, and live rig set-
ups	are	terrific	options	to	start	out	using.	
Water depths to target will range from 
10-20 feet deep. Areas near and around 
the river channel are where walleye 
will concentrate and hold during this 
time.	On	Lake	Shelbyville	start	fishing	

areas from mid lake to the north end. 
Casting bladed baits into structures, 
with walleye holding on the structures, 
is a great bait option for now. The 
blade	will	 create	 a	flash	 and	vibration	
imitating the walleye’s natural prey. 
Although the walleye do not have a 
successful spawn they go through the 
process and this time is nearing the pre-
spawn period. Submerged roadbeds and 
secondary points will be areas walleye 

hold on before continuing upstream. 
Lastly, remember that walleye travel 
great distances in short periods of time 
so be prepared to hunt for them before 
you	fish	for	them.
 To book a trip visit www.
englandexpeditions.com or call (217)-
520-3653. Helping clients “CATCH 
A MEMORY ONE FISH AT A 
TIME”!!!!!!

Thumbs Up! Veteran Fishing Day!

Memories! Boat Flipping Kings!!



Turkey Seminars for Beginners 
was; “What is the best call to use?”  
“The one a turkey responds to.” was 
my answer.  I tried to relate turkey 
calling to listening to your car radio.  
Sometimes you are in the mood to 
listen to country music, sometimes 
you may want to sing along with the 
oldies from the 50s and other times 
you might feel like dialing in a talk 
radio station.  
 Turkeys seem to act the same 
way.  When my husband and I 
used to sit together we took turns 
vocalizing, each with a different 
call.  Which ever call got a tom to 
respond is the one we’d use trying 
to bring him in closer.  
 For the beginners in these 
seminars I told them to get good 
with one call before moving on to 
the next call.  So at the end of the 
session I’d bring out calls for the 
attendees to try out.  For them it was 
the highlight of the presentation 
and the most painful—some of 
the sounds they produced from the 
calls were awful.  But, we all start 
somewhere, right.
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300 E. War Memorial
Peoria
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7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100
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Morton

309-263-2400
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Growing relationships with our customers gives 
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Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

CALL ME
By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz
marleneasomag@gmail.com

 They say, spring is when a 
young man’s fancy turns to love. For 
me and lots of others, spring is when 
our fancies turn to turkey hunting.  
After a long, cold winter so many of 
us are eager to once again get into 
the great outdoors.  
 One of the most frequently asked 
questions I’d get during my Spring 

FRICTION CALLS
 The push-pull call seemed to 
always be the easiest for these new 
hunters to master.  Basically all they 
needed to do was place the box in 
the palm of their hand and use to 
index	finger	 to	 operate	 it.	 	Clucks,	
yelps and purrs can be recreated 
from this simple call depending how 
fast/slow you push or pull the peg.  I 
always have this call in my vest.  It 
is a great call to start your hunt with 
because many hunters feel it is way 
to simple.  
 The box call is another call easy 
to get the hang of and it is also very 
versatile in the number of sounds 
you can coax out of it.  By running 
the hinged lid along either side edge 
you can make the three rudimentary 
calls plus it makes a decent imitation 
of a gobble when shaken.  Box calls 
are one of the loudest calls made 
and excellent to use on windy days.   
 The last call I like to recommend 
to new hunters is the slate/pot call.   
I remember a fellow DNR hunting 
safety instructor telling me if you 
can write with a pencil, you can use 

a slate call.  I’ve always felt that a 
slate call gave me the truest most 
authentic turkey sound.  By holding 
the striker between your thumb and 
index	finger	while	resting	it	on	your	
middle	 finger	 you	 can	 draw	 ovals	
and circles to make yelps.  Purrs can 

Keeping calls dry is as simple as 
putting them in a plastic bag.
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be recreated by drawing the striker 
down the surface.  Clucks require a 
stop/start drag along the slate.
 I have always preferred the slate 
surface	but	now	you	can	find	these	
pot calls made out of glass and even 
aluminum.  
 Strikers used to be made of 
different woods but now additional 
materials used to make them include 
glass, carbon and plastic.  I always 
have several different strikes tucked 
into my vest because each different 
material creates its own distinct 
sound when drawn across the slate 
(glass or aluminum) surface.   If I get 
no answer when using my carbon 
striker I will try the one made of 
cedar and then move on to a glass 
striker if I have to.  

AIR ACTIVATED CALLS
 Diaphragm calls are amazing 
in the number of sound you can 
pull from them and the fact that 
they are hands free gives them an 
A+ rating.  My hat goes off to all 
who can use one.  I can’t.  But I 

never felt I was at a disadvantage in 
the	field	because	a	diaphragm	call	
was not in my bag of tricks.  
 A wing bone call given to me 
by a dear friend is my secret weapon 
when calling turkeys.  It takes a 
while to master and many hunters 
just stick with the diaphragm call.  
The tone made by a wing bone call 
is one turkeys don’t hear often so 
for this reason it is my favorite call 
next to the slate call.   I notice that 
instructions to make one of these 
calls can be found on YouTube.  
You don’t even need the three 
wing bones from a wild turkey—a 
Butterball works just as well.
 My own mouth has been a 
great tool to imitate a wild turkey.  
Whenever I have a hen near me I 
always listen to their vocalizations 
and try to mimic those sounds. 
If I can keep a real hen near me, 
hopefully it may draw in a tom. I 
remember	 the	 first	 time	 I	 realized	
I was on to something with my 
mouth.  I’d been sitting and calling 
all day with my slate and box calls 

with no response and feeling down 
in the dumps. Using my mouth I 
let out a few “sad” yelps and when 
I looked again here 3 jakes popped 
their heads up and they were looking 
in my direction. Shortly afterward I 
was one happy lady and there was 
one not so pleased jake slung over 
my shoulder.  I have yet to fully 
master a purr but I’m getting better 
every year.  I have turned out to be 
one of my best methods of calling 
in spring toms. Each one of the calls 
I’ve critiqued can be “music” to the 
ears of some tom or jake if they are 

listening—it’s	just	finding	the	right	
song they want to sing a long to.  
 Final note: Remember spring 
is tick season and I always give 
myself an extra layer of protection 
by wearing a jacket and pants from 
ElimiTick by Gamehide.  It repels 
ticks even the ones that carry Lyme 
disease.  I’ve been treated for 
Lyme disease and don’t want to be 
doctored again for it. 
 So until next month, don’t forget 
to take you daughter, granddaughter 
or niece bowhunting.

Wing Bone call brought this WI Tom in. ElimiTick by Gamehide



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Has the pandemic got you down?
             has the cure for what ails you!

The B-Fish-N Moxi is your 
“prescription strength” cure for 
walleye fever, smallmouth-itis 

and a sore largemouth!

Keep your heart beating 
regularly with the Pulse-R!

Stay hydrated and 
spend more time 

on the water 
with the H2O jig!

Each jig is stamped  
with precise weight

Hi-gloss, non-chip  
epoxy finish
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Take it from a retired pharmacist and 
avid fisherman, Karl Hunter…
“The Moxi or Pulse-R on an H2O 
jig will keep you catching fish 
and feeling healthy during these 
unprecedented times!”

WALLEYE 
AND SAUGER 
REALLY GO FOR 
PLASTIC IN 
COLD WATER
By Walt Matan

 If you are looking to catch 
walleye and sauger in Illinois, you 
need	 to	 become	 a	 river	 fisherman.	
Our state rivers include the Illinois, 
Mississippi, Fox, Kankakee and 
Rock River. These rivers offer some 
of	 the	best	fishing	 for	 these	 species	
and are just as good as any other 
state’s tributaries!
 Each Spring walleye and sauger 
move upriver to spawn and are 
readily	 catch-able	 within	 the	 first	
five	miles	of	the	dam.	They	are	very	
susceptible to live bait and a variety 
of lures at this time. No matter what 
your	fishing	ability	level	is,	if	you	are	
after walleye and sauger, you need to 
add lures and plastic to your arsenal!
 If you are thinking of trying 
plastic	for	the	first	time,	a	Ringworm	
is a top choice. Ringworms catch 
numbers and size, they don’t 
discriminate! Walleye and sauger that 
nip or mouth your jig and minnow 
will attack a Ringworm. This is no 
baloney! It’s exactly what happened 
to me when I made the switch. 
	 I	 was	 fishing	 the	 Mississippi	
River around Rock Island, IL and 
using a 1/8th ounce jig and minnow. 
I kept getting nipped so I added a 
stinger hook. I caught one here and 
there but nothing like the guys next 
to me. They were pounding them. I 
could see that they were using some 
sort of bright colored plastic worms, 

so I dug through my box and found an 
old pack of chartreuse Ringworms.
 I slid one on my jig and pitched 
it shallow. After a few dozen casts 
of nothing, I watched those guys 
hooking more sauger one after 
another, right under the boat. I tried 
vertical jigging, but my jig was too 
light. Finally, I yelled over, “what 
weight jigs are you using?” “3/8oz”, 
a guy yelled back. But there was 
way a 3/8 jig was going to work in 
three-to-five-foot	 depths	 on	 sauger	
that would barely mouth my jig and 
minnow, but I tried it anyway.
 So, I put a 3/8-ounce jig on 
and began jigging under the boat. I 
immediately snagged bottom just as 
I thought. I was yanking and pulling 
trying to get the jig back, when the 
snag pulled back. After a brief battle 
I netted a good size branch along 
with	a	fat	15”	sauger.	Once	I	figured	
out how to bump bottom without 
snagging, it was game on. That was 
more than 25 years ago, and I’ve 
been using plastic on walleye and 
sauger effectively ever since!
 Ringworms have been around 
for a long time. A Ringworm is 
basically an elongated twister tail 
with a ribbed body. The ribs and tail 
give the Ringworm added motion 
and	 sound	 which	 attracts	 in	 fish.	
Once walleyes arrive, it’s the size 
and color that gets them to eat.
 You don’t have to have a boat 
to use a Ringworm, shore bound 
anglers have great success with them 
off the bank, too. If you like pitching 
jigs and live bait, it’s pretty simple 
to put a Ringworm to your jig and 
fish	it	as	you	do	live	bait.	However,	
a Ringworm causes your jig to act 
differently. You will need to use a 
slightly heavier jig to get the same 
“feeling” on bottom. 
 When using a jig and Ringworm, 
you’ll want a jig that is light enough 
to tumble downstream, ticking 
bottom every once in a while. Too 
heavy a jig will snag up, too light 
will be above the strike zone. B Fish 
N Tackle H20 jigs have features 
designed	 for	 plastics	 fishing.	 First	
there are nine different weights. The 
difference between a 3/8th ounce 
and a 3/16th ounce will make a huge 
difference. The weights are stamped 

16 Adventure Sports Outdoors | March 2021

Here is what a rigged Ringworm looks like
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on the underside of the jig for easy 
size	identification,	which	also	makes	
a huge difference.
 The jig head is streamlined and 
cuts through the current easily. It 
has a keeper barb that holds plastic 
tight to the head which allows you to 
catch	several	fish	off	the	same	piece	

of	plastic.	If	the	area	you	are	fishing	
is too snaggy, then you need a snag-
less jig. B Fish N Tackles Draggin’ 
Jig has an arrowhead that cuts 
current.	 It	 has	 a	fiber	weedguard	 to	
ward off snags and that same keeper 
barb to hold the plastic tight. It’s a 
shore	fisherman’s	dream	jig!
 Color plays a huge part in 
walleye	fishing	and	B	Fish	N	Tackle	
Ringworms are available in 37 colors 
for a reason. The “HOT COLOR” 
is different in different bodies of 
water and often times that “HOT 
COLOR” will change in hours and 
even	minutes.	If	you	are	fishing	with	
a buddy or two, each needs to use 
differently colors until the hot one is 
found.	If	you	are	fishing	alone,	you	
can use a double jig rig, a Dubuque 
rig or a drop shot rig with a heavier 
jig on bottom. By using these double 
rigs, you can try different colors at 
the same time.
 If you are wondering where 
to start, get yourself four packs of 
Ringworms in strikingly contrasting 
colors; get two bright colors and two 
dark colors. As your time on the water 
using these colors increases, you can 

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
V A L U E  P R I C E D  V E H I C L E S !
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Walt Matan is the chief lure designers 
for Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish 
N Tackle. To get a FREE copy of their 
NEW 2021 Tips & Tricks catalog call 
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www.customjigs.com

2019 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4, 20,000 Miles ............................... $34,330
2017 Ford F350 XLT, Crewcab, SRW, 4x4, Gas ..................................... $36,330
2015 Ford F150 Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4 ............................................ $38,840
2014 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4, 8-Foot Bed ................................... $18,500
2014 Ford F150 XL, Regular Cab, 4x4, Short Bed ................................. $18,550
2013 Ford F250 XLT, Crewcab, 4x4, Flatbed, Diesel ............................. $32,280
2013 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................. $19,990
2013 Ford F150 XLT Supercab, 4x4 ....................................................... $14,780
2012 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4 ........................................................ $9,860
2011 GMC 1500 SLE, Crewcab, 4x4 ...................................................... $20,920
2011 Chevrolet 1500, Regular Cab, 4x4 ................................................ $16,550
2010 Ford F350 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4, Gas ............................................ $18,560
2010 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4 ....................................................... .$9,960
2008 F2008 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 ......................................... $14,420
2008 Ford F250 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel ........................................ $24,730
2008 Ford F350 XLT, Crewcab, 4x4, DRW, Diesel ................................ $18,550
2008 Ford F450 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel ........................................ $25,500
2006 Ford F250 XL, Regular Cab, 4x2 ...................................................... $6,670
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 .......................................... $11,880
2004 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4 ........................................................ $3,690
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add more colors in the mix. Then if you 
are like me you will have a to many 
colors to choose from thus causing 
confusion	each	time	you	go	fishing.
 The plastic revolution is in full 
swing and B Fish N Tackle is right in 
the middle of it with six options from 
our AuthentX Plastic line-up. The 
Ringworm, Moxi, Pulse-R, Ribb-
Finn, Paddletail and K-Grub. 
 While the Ringworm is a top 
choice to begin your foray into the 
plastic revolution, these other styles 
have their time and place also!

You don’t need a boat, some of the best 
walleye action comes from shore!

Brad Dykes with a Doe with antlers 
harvested during the 

2019 Bow Season in Marshall County.



4-PLAY FOR 
SPRING 
GOBBLERS
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

 I give dozens of game calling 
seminars and demonstrations each 
year.  Every single time I pick up a 
call, I explain to the folks watching 
and listening that the device in my 
hand, although it is described as a game 

call, is really no more than a musical 
instrument.   I also tell them that game 
calls operate on the same two principles 
as do all musical instruments.  Those 
principles being rhythm and pitch. 
 If you can master the rhythm 
and pitch of a given call, you can be 
successful	in	the	field	as	you	use	that	
call.  And, like a musician, practicing 
their instrument alone, imaging what 
it would sound like with the full 
orchestra, you must practice your calls 
imaging what they will sound like 
outdoors, at some distance.
 Over half of my seminars each 
spring deal with calling and hunting 
the wild turkey.  The spring gobbler 
is still one of the toughest and most 
sought-after game trophies to collect 
and his popularity grows each year.  
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Mastering the turkey call can make 
you a hero in your hunting group.
 My favorite turkey call, by far, is the 
box call.  I have had lots of professional 
experience calling turkeys.  For over 40 
years I served on the Pro Hunting Staffs 
for a couple of national call companies.  
So, my box call is like an extension of 
my own hands.
 Not all box calls are created equal.  
You must be very selective when 
choosing this call.  Not only does the 
type of wood make a huge difference, 
but also the workmanship itself is 
critical to the performance of a box 
call, just like any other instrument.  
Box calls that are made of plastic or 
stamped-out mass-produced wooden 
calls will not give you the sound or 
the success you desire.  Pay the extra 
money, up front and get a custom-built 
box call that will drive the toms crazy.  
That is why my box call preference is 
now the 4-Play Box Call.
 Until recently I carried 2 box calls 
in my turkey vest.  One of these makes 
the sweetest yelps on the planet.  But 
its clucks leave a lot to be desired.  
Likewise, the box call I cluck with is 
not worth a plug nickel for yelping or 
cutting.  That is why the 4-Play Box 

Call is the ONE box call I carry now.
 The 4-Play call is made of 
different woods within the same call.  
It has four sounding lips, all of which 
can be different wood types, instead 
of just two.  By rotating the paddle 
around one end of the call you put 2 
different lips into play.  This single 
box call makes more notes, at more 
pitches than any 2 to 4 other box calls 
on the market today.
 Once you have decided upon and 
purchased your box call, you must 
learn how to play it.  I do like the box 
call because it is so easy to use.  But 
do not be fooled by that statement.  It 
still takes lots of practice to “master” 
all the sounds that this call can make.
 All too often, turkey hunters fail 
to operate, or play, this instrument 
correctly. Pressing the paddle onto the 
box may help increase volume but will 
likely cause you to loose the desired 
pitch. Quality custom-built box calls 
are designed for the weight of the 
paddle	to	be	sufficient	pressure	to	make	
the box play. Most paddles will have a 
sweet spot. Find this spot and you have 
found the key to your spring success.
 Yelps are easily reproduced on a 
box call by dragging the paddle over 

Please send Please send 
us your us your 

hunting & hunting & 
fishing photos!fishing photos!
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or text them to: or text them to: 
309.437.2247309.437.2247



701 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL 61611 - Illinois Rt 116, 
mile marker 164.5 on the Illinois.

Fuel dock hours: 9-5 during 
season however, flexible to 
accommodate boaters as necessary.

280 slips ranging from 25 to 50 feet 
in length. Transient boaters are 
welcome to stop and spend a few days 
enjoying the marina and its many amenities!

EASTPORT AMENITIES 
• Restroom/shower facilities open 24 hours a day.
• Laundry facilities open 24 hours a day, just a short stroll from the docks.
•  Swimming pool and two hot tubs, enclosed by locked gates, with private 

restrooms and showers.
• Gas, diesel, pumpout and a full service department.

SEASON: APRIL 1-OCT. 31
One of the only marinas of its class between Chicago and St. Louis. It’s like a resort, a major resting point for boaters… 

Phone: (309) 694-3034 • Ron Roberts, Harbormaster - (309) 265-4789 • Heather Boehm, Manager - (309) 694-3034
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one of the box lips.  At this point you 
are looking for, and listening for, 
pitch.  I will remind you that if you 
practice indoors, the pitch will sound 
profoundly different outside.  Practice 
outdoors as much as possible.  
 Once you have mastered a single 
yelp, line-up several yelps into a 
short run of calls.  At this point you 
are working on rhythm.  Combining 
rhythm and pitch will give you a very 
accurate imitation of a wild turkey.
 There are a couple of different 
ways that you can hold this instrument 
as you play it.  My preferred method is 
to hold the box upright in my left hand 
and operate the paddle with my right 
hand.  This allows the weight of the 
paddle to do its job correctly.
 Another variation that I have seen, 
but do not subscribe to, is holding the 
box upside down with the paddle in 
your left hand, striking the paddle with 
the box, which is held in the right hand.  
To me, this method is cumbersome 
and eliminates the true resonance that 
the call can produce.  Either way, learn 
to play your box call with the method 
that is most comfortable for you.

 By laying the paddle on the lip and 
popping it sharply upward, you can 
make an excellent cluck with your box 
call.  Putts can be made in much the 
same way.  By slowly dragging the full 
width of the paddle over the lip, a very 
seductive purr can be accomplished.
 One of the most exciting and 
effective sounds the box call can 
reproduce is cutting.  To do this, hold 
the box in your left hand, paddle up 
and laying on the lip.  Use your left 
thumb as a “bumper.”  Tap the paddle 
with your right hand allowing it to 
rebound off your left thumb.  Practice 
this until you get the pitch, then work 
on the rhythm. This call can really 
fire-up	 old	 tom	 and	 vastly	 improve	
your chances for success.
 The key to this turkey call and 
to all others is practice.  There is 
no substitution for listening to live 
birds and reproducing the sounds 
you hear them make.  I would like to 
recommend	a	specific	box	call	for	you	
to try this spring. The 4-Play Box Call 
is the most versatile and productive 
box call I have seen and used.  Get 
one.  You will not be disappointed. Success is measured in results.  The 4-Play Box Call will give you the results you want.
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 These days there are so many 9mm 
semi-auto pistols that the market totally 
has people confused on what would be the 
best gun for self-defense, while perhaps 
also using it for targets.  As with any gun 
you want when that is dependable, but 
also has a good track record.  Ruger has 
the Security-9, which is available in two 
sizes – full and compact.
 While the compact is the best for 
conceal carry, I opt for the full size.  The 
main reason for this is the accuracy and 
recoil control, which helps with a follow-
up shot.  Secondly, for target shooting 
the full size is better.  So, for this I have 
both in one gun.
 Other than a few magazine hiccups, 
the Security-9, has a pretty good track 
record.  Many equate it to the old SR9, 

which was a very good gun, but is now 
discontinued.
 There are several models in this 
series, which have 10, 15 and 17 round 
magazines.  Mine is a model 3811, which 
comes with two 10-round magazines, but 
can use 15-round magazines.  So, why 
would I select one with 10-round?  The 
answer is state laws.  If you state has a 
magazine capacity limit, or is discussing 
having one, then you might want to go 
with the 10.  I should add that this is a 
“plus 1”, which means the magazine can 
be full loaded, plus have another round 
chamber, that in my case means I’m 
carrying 11 rounds in the gun.
 Since we mentioned one round 
in the chamber, there is no “stick up” 
round loaded indicator, but there are two 

SECURITY WITH A SECURITY-9
viewing ports.  One is directly on top, and 
the other is to the right side top where the 
round is ejected.  The shinny casing of 
Norma Monolithic self-defense ammo is 
very visible through both viewing spots, 
as is most of the brass casing.  Steel 
casings are another matter, as they can 
be	a	bit	difficult.
 The magazine ejection button is 
on the left side only, as is the manual 
safety lever.  Both are fairly easy to use 
one handed, although I have to can’t the 
gun slight to push the release button for 
the magazine, and while the safety turns 
off	 easily	 with	 the	 flick	 of	 the	 thumb,	
putting it back on is sometimes a little 
more	difficult.
 Other safety features include 

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com
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integrated blade-safety trigger; 
neutrally	 balanced	 sear	with	 significant	
engagement and strong spring tension; 
and hammer catch to help prevent the 
internal hammer from contacting the 
firing	pin	unless	the	trigger	is	pulled.
 It has a textured grip, which I’ve 
found to work quite well.  I wear a size 
large	glove,	and	my	fingers	wrap	all	the	
way	around	with	 the	 tips	of	my	fingers	
hitting about halfway of the left side of 
the gun.  So, a person with smaller hands 
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A good 22 caliber pistol to use to practice 
for the Security-9 (top) would be Ruger’s 

SR22 (bottom).

The Security-9’s sights – front white 
dot and adjustable rear with 

Pro Target design.
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might have a slight problem.  I also do not 
need	a	finger	extension	on	the	magazine.
 It has a good lock open button, again, 
on the left side, and an easy take-out pin to 
disassemble the unit.  For the pin you have 
to use a screwdriver or shell casing, taking 
care not to damage the outside of the gun.
 Disassembly is quite easy.  After 
making sure the gun is completely 
unloaded, pull the slide back slightly, pop 
out the pin and bring the slide forward 
and off.  Reassembly is just everything in 
reverse, but you sometimes have to do a 
little jiggling around to match up the pin.
 Good shooting starts with good 
sights, and the ones on this gun are pretty 
good.  The adjustable rear sight is of the 
Pro Target type, which I refer to as a goal 
post.  Some people don’t like this sort of 
sight, but I don’t really mind it if there 
is a good white dot front sight, and the 
“goal	post”	is	has	a	well	defined	out	line,	
both of which is the case on this gun.  
The sights can also be changed out with 
other available colors.
 The gun has an overall length of 
7.24”, width of 1.02”, height of 5”, and 
a barrel length of 4”.
 Weighing the pistol, fully loaded 
with 11 rounds, it read out on the digital 
scale as 1 pound, 10 ounces.  With the 
gun complete unloaded, and an empty 
magazine inserted; it tipped the scale at 
1 pound, 5 ounces.
 The trigger pull is a comfortable 
weight, and the reset is good.  This 

combined with fairly easy recoil, makes 
for good follow-up shots.  Plus, with 
the aforementioned sights, the “center 
mass” target acquisition is quick.
	 Actual	firing	has	been	done	on	paper	
and AR500 targets, at 5, 7, 10, 15 and 
25 yards.  As normal, the best distances 
were 5 to 10 yards, which is the normal 
CCW	qualification	 distances,	 but	 it	 did	
well hitting AR500 steel 8, 10 and 12 
inch gong and 20-inch tall silhouette 
targets at 15 and 25 yards.
 Earlier magazine problems were 
mentioned, which have caused cycling 
issues with a few people.  While I have 
had a few cycling issues in the past with 
Ruger magazines, this time I tried six 
10-round and four 15-round in three 
different Security-9 guns, with very few 
problems.  What problem I did encounter 
I attribute to the ammunition being used 
since after switching to a different brand 
they cycled perfectly.
 Although I said there seemed to be 
an ammunition problem, the Security-9 
was	able	to	fire	about	anything	fed	to	it.		
The only problems came with a couple 
of rounds of Remington Range 115gr, 
and Wolf Performance 115gr.  I’ve used 
this same ammunition in the Ruger 
PC Carbine and Taurus G2C without a 
hitch, so it must be bad rounds since the 
Security-9 handle the rest of the same 
type without problems.
 Of course, as always, people want to 
know a cost.  In these days it is tough, 
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since they are selling all over the scale 
from rarely below $379 MSRP, to the 
“sky is the limit” above that point.  I 
would place an average cost of $500, but 
again, the market these days is weird.
 Because of the cost of ammunition 
some people are getting 22 caliber guns 
that would be about the equivalent to 
their CCW so they can practice.  For 
that purpose, with the Security-9 I 
would select the Ruger SR22.  With a 
few differences of weight, width, sights 
and having a hammer, the SR22 handles 
about the same, and makes for a great 
practicing unit, as well as for target 
shooting and plinking.  The SR22 would 
also be great if you had a SR9.
 You can see videos on all of 

these guns at www.youtube.com/
dansfishntales	 and	 www.full30.com/
channel/shootnplink.
 If you have any questions about 
this or another shooting subject, drop 
me a line through the web page at www.
dansfishntales.com/shootnplink,	 or	
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
shootnplink.
 Until next time, shoot safe and have 
a great day of plinking.

The perfect match – Ruger PC Carbine, 
which uses the same magazine as a 

Security-9.

Shooting from distances of 5, 7 and 10 
yards, all rounds are within the 4-inch 

center pistol bullseye.
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Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH POINT MARINA at the 
Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE 
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)

WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.5 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 35+ YEARS!

 (847)872-1191

For information and reservations call or write: 
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 



FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties
OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM

CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217

Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am

PEORIA FLAG PEORIA FLAG 
& DECORATING& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! 

Decorations For All Occasions,Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition DecoratorsExhibition Decorators

920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.comwww.PeoriaFlag.com
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www.TedNugent.com
Facebook.com/tednugent

 Oh, what a 
season it’s been! I 

mean really, as I am about to reach the 
end	of	my	fifth	month	of	bowhunting	
from September of 2020 to late 
January 2021, there is no question 
that my current ongoing bowhunting 
season has been and continues to be 
THE greatest bowhunting season of 
my life!
 Can you truly grasp what I 
am telling you here? The greatest 
bowhunting season of my life after 
nearly 70 years of pursuing game 
with my bow and arrow, most of 
which qualify as off the charts 
wonderful, thrilling, exciting as can 
be, and this one is the best ever?
 Glory glory hallelujah sayeth I!
 Let us review to my way of 
thinking the magical ingredients that 
identify just what it takes to be a 
great hunting season, at least for me, 
shall we.
 I think the most important 
element is quality and quantity of 
time	afield.
 What determines quality time 
afield	in	my	estimation	would	be	the	
always stimulating and certainly hard 

earned close range critter encounters 
and the efforts and strategies that 
produce such encounters.
 Equal to the up close and 
personal encounters with wildlife 
would be the actual number of such 
magical moments.
 On both counts, after a lifetime 
of trial, error, missteps and often 
painful lessons learned, I consider 
each and every precious encounter a 
direct result of increased knowledge 
of the critters based on the increased 
stealth and predator consciousness 
we learn after much time dedicated to 
our reasoning predator capabilities.
 Boy, that was a mouthful, but 
a very accurate assessment I do 
believe.
 There is no question that my 
intimate understanding of animal 
habits and habitat have taught me 
much about where, when and how 
I setup my ambush sites for each 
morning and afternoon hunt.
 Slowing down a little bit more 
each year, I have come to realize 
that animal sightings will increase 
not based on how much ground we 
cover, but rather how observant we 

are on less, better ground 
covered.
 Sneaking around 
the deerwoods slow, 
quiet, cautious, ultra-

alert and stealthy is really the only 
way to see a deer before they see 
us. Such increased observations 
and encounters better prepare us to 
choose deadlier ambush setups, and 
from deadlier ambush setups come 
the rewards of more and better critter 
understanding, which when applied 
to our predator desires can oftentimes 
result in more backstraps.
 Is there really any better barometer 
for a happier hunting outcome?
 Okay, so now we have accumulated 
a vast array of wildlife education, and 
though the ultimate happiness is often 
expressed as kill or no kill, I couldn’t 
disagree more, for in fact a good kill 
is the ultimate fruition of all that 
dedication to the pursuit, knowledge, 
understanding, connection and 
reverence for the amazing capabilities 
of the critters we hunt.
 Each year since the roaring 
50s I have accumulated much such 
information and improved tactics, so 
surely this season has been by far the 
best on all those counts.

 But ultimately, as a bowhunter, 
all that hunter knowledge is 
worthless if we fail to aim small and 
miss	 small	when	we	finally	deliver	
our	moment	of	truth	mystical	flight	
of our arrow into that deadliest of 
anatomical kill locations.
	 Which	brings	us	to	the	final	piece	
of my best hunting season ever, The 
Arrow!
 I’ve been hopelessly addicted to 
the	mystical	flight	of	the	arrow	from	
a very young age, and thank God, 
that archery/bowhunting love affair 
has only increased at a breakneck 
pace every year since.
 It could be the natural, 
instinctual survival mechanism to 
escape the relentless skull pounding 
bombardment of my beloved 
sledgehammer guitar music that the 
Samurai oneness with my arrow 

by:THE ARROW



SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

and
2512 W. Main St.

Shelbyville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com
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BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

provides, but no matter the impetus, 
I shoot my Mathews bow each and 
every day of my life and the results 
of such repetitious dedication pays 
off rather nicely on the hunt.
 Though luck is the ultimate 
big daddy of every hunt, all these 
various ingredients are all critical to 
the success of our backstrap dreams, 

and the failure or success of our 
hard earned moment of truth will be 
determined by The Arrow!
 Of course, the same holds true 
for	 our	 firearm	 hunts	 as	 well,	 so	 it	
is always that instant triggertime 
moment when we unleash our deadly 
projectile that will make or break our 
happy meter.

 For me, whether at the 3D range, 
stump shooting, or after game, every 
arrow is The Arrow!	I	drill	that	defined	
muscle memory shot sequence deep 
into my inner psyche so that each 
shot literally has of life of its own, 
ultimately subconsciously out of body.
 So tonight, I head back to a 
special treestand or groundblind, 

TedNugent.com
or 

facebook.com/tednugent

bow and arrow in hand, cocked, 
locked and oh so ready to rock, doc!
 I have big plans for The Arrow! I 
hope you do too!

Hard to top the Kapraun family of Astoria when it comes to hunting. The first picture is of 7 year old Brooks Kapraun, who is a second 
grader at Astoria Grade School. Brooks and Nathan (dad) were hunting in Fulton County. “The buck stepped out and I had trouble 

finding him in the scope,” Brooks said. After Dad got the scope re-positioned, it was all Brooks. “I got the cross hairs right on his heart 
and pulled the trigger.” And the 20 gauge slug did the rest at a range of 75 yards! An excellent 9 pointer for a first deer on opening 

day! Earlier in November, KiKi Kapraun (mom) harvested this doe at about 30 yards with her crossbow. Daughter Briar (4), does not go 
on hunts with mom just yet, but is quickly learning how to track deer. Finally the whole Kapraun Family poses with Brooks’ First Deer! 

Nate spent all of his time getting Brooks’ ready for his first hunt, giving up his ability to hunt himself. Now that’s a great Dad!



Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash

OPEN: 
Mon-Fri: 

5:30am – 9:00pm
Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
Sun: 7:00am – 9:00pm

 309-329-2929  Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 

BARNS N BOARDS
Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com
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 For many deer hunters, hunting deer 
does not last just a few months of the fall 
and the winter.  The guys and gals that 
routinely kill big bucks year after year 
have their hand in deer hunting in one form 
or another twelve months out of the year.  
If you want to be on the list of hunters 
known for accomplishing the harvest of 
big bucks, follow this schedule that will 
prepare you all year for the task at hand.  
This plan is no guarantee that you will 
immediately be able to harvest big bucks 
for the rest of your life, but you will learn 
more about deer, and the more you know 
about the quarry you are hunting the better 
the chances you have at succeeding.  

SPRING
 As the temperatures get warmer and 
the robins return, most deer hunters are 
thinking about turkey hunting, picking 
morels	 and	 fishing.	 	 The	 last	 thing	 on	
their mind is hunting deer.  If you want 
to be successful in the upcoming fall in 
the deer woods, there is plenty you can 
do now to prepare.
 Now is a great time to be in the 
woods searching for shed antlers.  This 
can be combined with hunting morels or 
scouting for turkeys.  
 Food plots are also something that 
you need to start preparing for.  A lot can 
be said about food plots, but for the sake 
of this article all I will say that if you want 
to attract deer, take the time to make sure 
it is done correctly.  Ensure the Ph levels 
are right.  Plan on how much seed lime 
and fertilizer you will need.  If you are 
going to take the time to plant a food plot, 
do it right and care for it throughout the 
year.  This might include applying weed 

killer and doing some mowing.
 Chances are if you are like me you 
probably do not have enough good 
hunting spots, and unless you own a lot 
of land you either hunt public ground or 
seek permission to hunt private ground.  
Now is the time to knock on a few 
doors asking for permission to hunt new 
ground.  Things have changed over the 
last	few	years	and	it	is	more	difficult	to	be	
granted hunting permission, but it can still 
be done with a little leg work.  Remember 
all a person can tell you is no.  If that 
happens politely accept the rejection and 
move on to the next landowner.
SUMMER
 The last thing I am normally thinking 

about during this time of year is hunting 
deer.  It seems my mind is more focused on 
planning a summer vacation than sitting in 
a tree stand in freezing weather conditions. 
I need to get out of that mindset and start 
thinking like a deer hunter.
 Get out and put some miles on your 
vehicle. Bucks will be grouped together 
and will come out to eat well before 
dark. Travel the back roads and use your 
binoculars to glass for feeding deer.  It 
is enjoying watching the deer from the 
comfort of your air-conditioned truck.  
Be careful to stay far enough back to 
not alert them of your presence and take 
down notes as to where they are entering 
and	exiting	the	fields.

SCHUY-RUSH PARKSCHUY-RUSH PARK

217-322-6628217-322-6628

225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 

Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers

Playground 
Pavilions

8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

TWELVE 
MONTHS OF 
DEER 
HUNTING
By Jason Houser

Spring time is the perfect time to get out 
and look for sheds. Scouting cameras are useful tools to help pattern deer during the summer.



2015 Chevy Silverado 4x4 Double Cab, 4.3L V6, All Power, Very Clean, 
Higher Miles ................................................................................................$16,500

(Cocoa not included)
2016 Dodge Grand Caravan SE, 3.6L V6, Most Power Options, Stow-N-Go 
Seating, 83,000 Miles................................................................................. $11,999
2011 Ford F150, Supercab, V6, 1- Owner, 42,000 Miles .......................... $16,999
2008 Toyota Corolla LE Package, Very Clean, 82,000 Miles..................... $6,999
1997 Buick LeSabre Limited, 3.8L V6, 72,000 Actual Miles ..................... $3,500

S e e  M o r e  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!
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when many hunters realize they are not 
prepared for the upcoming season that is 
fast approaching.
 Now is the time to re-check your 
gear to make sure it is all in order and 
working the way it should.  Wash 
clothes in scent-free soap and store in 
a container that will prevent them from 
being contaminated.  Check and replace 
any	 batteries	 in	 your	 flashlights	 and	
other battery-operated gadgets.
 Even though you have been doing 
plenty of target practice throughout the 
past few months take a couple more trips 
to the range and make sure your gun 
or bow is still shooting straight. I love 

going to my stand knowing that just a 
day or two before I was shooting to the 
best of my ability.
 Oh yah, did I mention it is the start 
of deer season?
WINTER
 As season lasts into the middle of 
January there is plenty of hunting to 
be done during the winter.  Continue 
to hunt if you still have tags remaining.  
As it gets later in the season focus your 
hunting to food sources as deer try to 
rebuild their strength after a lengthy rut.
 Utilize your trail cameras to help 
pattern deer.  Deer are getting back into a 
routine now that the rut is over, and they 

 Trail cameras are a good scouting 
tool that many of us rely on.  Start 
hanging your cameras and checking and 
moving them every few days to learn 
more about the deer you will be hunting.
 By now, you probably have a good 
idea as to what the deer patterns are.  
If you have not got all of your stands 
and ground blinds in position for the 
upcoming hunt, now is the time to do so. 
While you are out there, go ahead and 
cut shooting lanes. 
FALL
 This is the time of year that the only 
thing many people are thinking of is 
hunting deer.  But now is also the time 

will be focused on food.
 Hopefully, with the advice I have 
given you, you can prepare to hunt or 
hunt throughout the year instead of just 
watching hunting shows on television.  
Making this a 12-month affair will make 
you a better hunter.

APRIL 10 & 11, 2021
Sat. 8:30am – 4:00pm  •  Sun. 8:30am – 3:00pm

Admission $2
FOLLOWING ALL COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Show is held at & hosted by 
Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club

21228 Yankee Lane, Chillicothe, IL 61523

All federal, state & local firearm ordinances & laws must be obeyed. 

Contact: Steve Risinger 309-208-1010

CHILLICOTHE SPORTSMEN CLUB
GUN & KNIFE SHOW

Like on Facebook & see web at: ChilliSportsmen.org

The time we have all been waiting for is deer season.
Enjoy yourself and be safe.

Keep those trail cameras going year-round. 
You will be a better hunter for it.

Go ahead and take a few more practice 
shots before heading to the woods come 

deer season.



DOWNSIZING FOR 
BIG BASS

Tactics for Smaller Species that can Reap Big Rewards
By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms and Chris Shannon

Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 When conditions change and bass 
fishing	 gets	 tough,	 there	 are	 a	 number	
of things that we pull out of our bag of 
tricks to get back on the bite. Utilizing 
methods for other species has produced 
countless times for us with bass. Tactics 
for	 muskies,	 catfish,	 stripers,	 redfish	
and trout all produce for bass at times. 
Sometimes chasing bass with lures, tackle 
and methods for crappies, bluegills, perch, 
goggle	eyes	and	other	panfish	 is	 the	best	
route on a particular day. We’ll break this 
battle plan down here. 
 
*Mix It Up
 Fishing methods cross over well. 
Like I encourage all the staff guides 
working for me, and all my lure company 
Pro Staffers, I do a little of everything, 
and feel this makes us better anglers, able 
to zig when everyone else zags. What is 
the typical outcome? That’s simple, the 
result that we all strive for, more and 
bigger bass into our boats. 
 
*Lures
 Downsizing is nothing new, but 
few bassers take it as far as they can. 
Most “downsized” bass lures are not as 
small	as	artificial	panfish	baits,	designed	
for crappies, goggle eyes, yellow perch, 
bluegills,	 and	 other	 sunfish	 species.	
Living and working on the water for 
well over 200 days annually, I noticed 
over	many	years,	from	talking	to	panfish	
anglers at the end of a tough day of bass 
fishing	 that	 they	 had	 done	 better.	 I	 also	
noticed when I occasionally spent a day 
after	 panfish	 that	 if	 it	 happened	 to	 be	 a	
tough day for anglers chasing bass, that 
my clients and I had usually caught more 
and bigger bass.
  Getting the other bass guys of 
my staff on board, with the strategy of 

giving	up	some	days	of	bass	fishing	here	
and there, in order to target muskies, 
stripers,	redfish,	panfish,	or	other	species,	
paid off in big dividends, by acquiring 
new information and learning different 
techniques to put to work on bass. You 
can’t expect to be good at something you 
never do. Anglers who just throw some 
different lures and tackle in the boat for a 
rainy day, are far less likely to accomplish 
bass	 fishing	 goals	 with	 it,	 as	 opposed	
to anglers who use it occasionally, and 
actually	practices	different	fishing	styles.	
When	we	downsized	to	panfish	offerings,	
when things were tough, we did much 
better with bass on many occasions. 
Small spinnerbaits, crankbaits, topwater, 
jigs, plastics, spoons, blade baits, and 
other lures, all work well for bass.
 
*Methods
	 The	first	 thing	 to	 understand	 is	 that	
panfish	lines	are	easier	for	bass	to	break,	
and	extra	care	is	required	in	fighting	bass.	
In fact, play them as softly as possible, 
unless they’re about to wrap around 
abrasive cover. Once away from heavy 
cover, take your time and let the rod and 
the reel’s drag system do their jobs. Small 
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Internationally renowned fishing pro & 
media personality Colby Simms displays a 

beautiful largemouth.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, bass and billfish tournament champ 
and multiple circuit championship title holder, record holding guide, 

public speaker, award winning international writer and network TV & radio 
personality, and Owner of Colby Simms Outdoors LLC, offering custom lures 
& tackle, professional promotions, media services, seminars, and guided trips 

& fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: 
www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & 

www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors. 

hooks don’t require the boat rocking sets 
we’re so used to, and hard hook sets can 
be counterproductive, resulting in bent 
steel and lost bass, and again this is just 
one of many things that only comes from 
time spent using this method, time spent 
actually	 targeting	 panfish,	 or	 at	 least	
targeting bass exactly like anglers target 
panfish	anyway.
 Two red hot, outside the box, 
panfishing	 methods	 deadly	 for	 bass	
are	 double	 rig	 fishing	 and	 tail	 gunning.	
Double rigs are just like the name sounds. 
Two lures are employed on one line to 
double the odds at catching bass. One 
three-way swivel or two-barrel swivels 
are attached to the main line, with two 
droppers. Identical lures mimic schooling 
baitfish,	while	different	ones	quickly	nail	
down patterns. In tail gunning, a leader 
runs out behind the main lure, tied to the 
hook shank, or as a dropper off the main 
line. A tiny lure trails behind, picking 
off	 straggling	fish.	The	 larger	 bait	 grabs	
attention, while the trailer usually gets 
hammered. Or a smaller offering up 
front creates the natural appearance of a 
smaller competitor chasing prey.
 
*Location
	 While	 bass	 and	 panfish	 location	 is	
often similar, since both species like to 
utilize structure and cover, and both feed 
on	baitfish,	 crayfish,	 insects,	 and	similar	
prey items, there are subtle differences. 
However, probably the biggest difference 
that my staffers and I have noticed in 
terms of angler focus is in depth, or rather 
a	 lack	 thereof.	 Many	 panfish	 anglers,	
and particularly those after goggle eyes, 
bluegills	and	other	sunfishes,	will	fish	in	
extremely shallow water at times, inches 
of water actually, casting where few 
anglers do, and picking up largemouths, 
smallmouths, and spots that most bass 
fishermen	miss.
	 Additionally,	 while	 flipping	 and	
pitching into brush is nothing new in the 
bass world, we seldom see bass anglers 
pitch	into	brush	with	a	float.	Tossing	a	fly	
or	panfish	jig	into	a	brush	pile	on	light	line	
can	 work	 wonders.	 The	 float	 suspends	
the offering above most of the limbs and 
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WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

tempts bass holding higher in the pile 
that literally won’t strike anything else. 
Another	option	is	using	a	10-14’	panfish	
pole to vertically suspend a lure for bass 
locating shallower, when they won’t take 
a sinking lure dropped to the bottom.
 
*Equipment
 The gear is completely different than 
standard bass stuff, and even different 
from	light	bass	gear	employed	for	finesse	
fishing.	Medium	and	 light	 spinning	 rods	
with fast tips, are replaced by ultra-lights 
with softer actions, critical for lightly 
setting small hooks, casting and properly 
presenting tiny lures, and battling big 
bass on light line. 4-6lb line is typical, 
producing better action with small lures, 
and	 decreased	 visibility	 for	 spooky	 fish	
in pressured waters. Small spinning reels 
must have quality silky smooth drag 
systems to land big bass tempted with 
panfishing	tackle	and	tactics.
 
*Get Out There
 As we master more techniques, to 
come into contact with the wild creatures 
we love, like the bass, we step further into 

their world and closer to peace in ours. 
Time	 seems	 to	 fly	 by	 awfully	 fast	 these	
days. In this seemingly warp speed world 
we live in, there becomes more and more 
of a need to slow down, especially for us, 
for lovers of God’s great outdoors, and 
the	 magnificence	 of	 the	 wild	 creatures	
that call these magical places home, like 
the bass. Don’t let life pass you by. Get 

out there, with your family, with your 
friends, or sometimes even just all by 
yourself. Get out there, into the woods 
and onto the water, for some quality time, 
needed time, restoration for the very soul 
that comes from being in the real world, 
the natural world. Get out there, and feel 
true life surge through you as it surges 
through your quarry…

Famous outdoor sports pro & media 
member Ray Simms with a pair of bass 

caught by crossing over.

Panfish lures and rigs are ideal for many 
bass fishing situations.



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

EARLY 
SPRING BASS 
FISHING

 Hello early spring… It’s the time 
of	 year	 that	 every	 Bass	 fisherman	
who is worth his salt looks forward 
to. The thought of Bass that haven’t 
seen a lure for at least 3 months 
is enough to stir any of us into a 
tumultuous uproar! Early spring has 
its advantages, but it can also have 
its unique problems as well. Rising 
water temperatures can send Bass 
into	flurries	of	activity	that	are	a	Bass	
fisherman’s	 dream	 come	 true.	 But,	
just as quickly, a stubborn early spring 
cold front can be a nightmare that 
puts	 the	 fish	 back	 into	 hibernation.	
The up and down of the temperatures 
throughout March here in Central 
Illinois were a testament to that! 
Great	fishing	one	week	and	nothing	
the next two! The key to successful 
fishing	during	 this	 time	of	 year	 lies	
in using the proper lures, presenting 
them in an effective manner and 
using the weather conditions to your 
benefit.	Paying	attention	to	even	the	
smallest of details can sometimes 
mean the difference between a great 
day on the water or going home 
disappointed.
 When starting out in the spring 
you can expect water temperatures to 
be in the low 40-degree range. Most 

people shiver when they even think 
of	fishing	in	this	kind	of	cold	water.	
But the temperature should clue you 
in as to what type of lure is apt to 
give you the best results. Think 
small. 3-inch grubs, 4-inch plastic 
worms of the straight-tail variety and 
1/4	oz.	Jig	&	Chunk	combinations	fit	
the bill. Another consistent producer 
under these conditions, in shallow 
bodies of water, is the Rapala 
original in the 3 1/2 inch & the 4 3/8-
inch sizes, or a Smithwick Rogue 
in the 6-inch model. I will also 
maintain Spinnerbaits will have their 
place in your Spring arsenal but will 
not be as consistent producers as the 
previously listed lures. But with any 
of the aforementioned baits the key 
is S-L-O-W. The Bass’s metabolism 
is still in low gear and they aren’t 
in much of a chasing mood. The 
3-inch grub should be rigged on a 
1/8 oz. jig-head. Preferred colors are 
pumpkinseed, smoke, chartreuse or 
white depending on the clarity of the 
water	you	are	fishing.	This	should	be	
retrieved either on a slow lift & drop 
or by letting it sink to the bottom, 
lifting it slightly and swimming it 
back just above the bottom of the 
lake. With either method a hit will 
usually just feel like extra weight on 
the end of the line. When in doubt set 
the hook. The 4-inch worm is best 
rigged on a 1/8 oz. Slider type jig 
head or Texas style with a light wire 

1/0 hook & a 1/16 oz. bullet weight.

 

 Color is a matter of personal 
preference. However, black is always 
a good starting point. Smoke and 
pumpkinseed again are also proven 
colors. A slow lift and drop retrieve is 
the standard method of presentation. 
Just remember; keep it slow. The 
1/4 oz. Jig & Chunk combination is 
known for its ability to attract big 
fish.	 But	 this	 is	 not	 saying	 that	 it	
should necessarily be a big, bulky 
bait. Trimming the skirt way back 
and combining it with a plastic frog 
or other smaller creature bait can 
make	it	a	meal	that	a	big	Bass	finds	
hard to resist with its slow fall and 
natural appearance. Proven color 
combinations are a black, black & 
purple, or black & blue jig with a 
black or brown plastic chunk. A slow 
lift and drop is by far the best method 
of retrieval. Watching your line is 
critical. Most bites will be nothing 
more than a heavy feeling or a slight 
jump in the line as the jig falls toward 
the	bottom.	When	a	fish	hits	your	jig	
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don’t be afraid to cross its eyes when 
you set the hook. Remember, you 
have to penetrate the weed guard as 
well as the tough old mouth of Mr. or 
Mrs. Bass.

 

 The Rapala or Smithwick Rogue 
is simply cast past your target and 
retrieved slow and steadily. Just 
fast enough to feel the wobble as 
it makes its way back to the boat. 
When a Bass hits you’ll not usually 
have any trouble knowing. Many 
times, when the other presentations 
have failed, this one will coax Bass 
into biting. In addition, if you are 
using a suspending model, the 

Jig

3-Inch Grub

Rogue
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occasional pause can elicit a massive 
strike as well! Productive colors are 
gold,	silver	and	fire	tiger.	Be	sure,	no	
matter what presentation you choose, 
that your hooks are sharp. 

 Line size can also be an integral 
part of your presentation. The “light 
is better” school of thought is not 
always the way to go. 6-8 lb. test is 
probably your best bet for the jig & 
grub. But the plastic worm and the 
Rapala perform well on 10 lb. test 
and	the	fish	don’t	seem	to	mind.	Fish	
the Rapala with a #2 cross lock snap 
attached to the front for a livelier, 
more natural appearance. The Jig & 
Chunk	are	best	fished	online	in	the	14	
& 15 lb. test range. The heavier line 
gives the jig a slower fall thus making 
it an easier and more tempting target 
for lethargic Bass. Berkley’s Big 
Game line in the 15 lb. test size and 
lo-vis green color is hard to beat for 
durability and invisibility.

 The weather is always the 
controlling factor in early spring 
fishing.	But	it’s	not	always	the	enemy.	
Knowing what to look for in weather 
patterns can play a big part in being 
a	 successful	 early	 spring	fisherman.	
A bright, sunny, warm spring day, as 
nice as it is, is not usually enough to 
turn	 the	 fish	 on	 unless	 the	 body	 of	
water	 you	 are	 fishing	 is	 extremely	
shallow. At least 2 or 3 days of 
stable weather are needed to really 
get things moving, although 4 or 
5 days are better. By the end of the 
3rd	 day	 the	 fish	 will	 be	 starting	 to	
feed more aggressively and will 
be more responsive to any of your 
presentations.	Most	 fishermen	 think	
of cloudy, overcast days as being 
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the ideal conditions for aggressive 
feeding on the part of the Bass. This 
is only partly true. A cloudy day, 
after having 2 or 3 other cloudy days 
isn’t worth a whole lot. A series of 
cool, cloudy days does nothing but 
drop the water temperature and put 
a damper on the Bass’s metabolism. 
The key to the cloudy day theory, 
especially in the early spring, is 
to	 fish	 the	 first	 cloudy	 day	 after	 a	
warming trend. If you have 4 or 5 
warm, sunny days and then a cloudy, 
rainy day be sure to get out on the 
lake, even if it means digging out 
your rain gear. It’ll be well worth 
it. Not only will you increase your 
chances of catching numbers of 
fish	but	your	chances	of	connecting	
with a genuine Wall hanger increase, 
in my opinion, by at least 20-40%. 
Under these conditions the Jig & 
Chunk and the Spinnerbait are 
probably the best choices to throw. 
Spinnerbait color choices should be 
limited to anything with a majority 
of White or White/Chartreuse, and 
even combinations of Blacks, Blues, 
and/or Purples depending on water 

clarity. The Spinnerbait allows you to 
cover water quickly and locate active 
fish.	Once	you	locate	fish	with	your	
Spinnerbait don’t be afraid to use the 
Jig & Chunk to tempt the less active, 
bigger	 fish.	A	 sincere	 effort	 on	 the	
part of the angler will generally pay 
off with some good quality catches 
without leaving the area where the 
fish	 were	 slamming	 Spinnerbaits.	
Pay attention to these details. You’ll 
increase your catch and unlock the 
secrets	of	early	spring	fishing.	
 Follow these simple tips and your 
Early	Spring	fishing	 this	year	could	
very well be your best ever! And if 
you need any new Spinnerbaits to 
add to your arsenal, check out our 
Facebook page and I’ll be glad to 
take your order. Or you can stop into 
Rt24 Gun and pawn in Bartonville, 
and Brandan will be glad to point you 
to the selections in stock. Until next 
month, Good Luck, Good Fishing 
and hope to see you on the water.

Rapala
Spinnerbait
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 As we look out our windows 
this morning it’s obvious that’s it 
going to be one of those dreary 
winter days in central Illinois. That 
being the cases, we can stay inside 
where it’s warm and comfortable but 
consider the wildlife that must exist 
outside on a day like this. At my 
place this morning the rain and sleet 
combination is sticking to the grass 
and trees making access to any kind 
of ground feed mostly inaccessible. 

quantity for years. 
 For the rabbits and small ground 
animals I leave some brush piles 
along the creek and edges of the 
woods. They are out of the way and 
provide much needed cover. Also 
leaving some taller grass and weeds 
will help provide food sources up 
above the snow and ice levels. I 
know you think this is ugly or will 
create areas that are inaccessible 
with saplings and unwanted growth. 
That doesn’t have to happen. Leave 
a strip in one spot and mow another 
spot and then switch it the following 
year. In that way you maintain the 
long-term appearance and still aid 
the wildlife. 
 The predators such as coyotes 
also	 have	 a	 problem	 with	 finding	
food sources and you can use this 
to your advantage. As their prey 
source becomes scarce, they will 
have to feed more during the day 
to	 find	 a	 satisfactory	 amount.	 That	
makes them more accessible to be 
able to provide some population 
control where it’s needed. We don’t 
want to kill out all the coyotes, just 

control the population. As they have 
to	 travel	 more	 you	 will	 find	 them	
trotting along the downwind side of 
the fencerows attempting to smell a 
tasty morsel. 
 The deer are all herded up now 
and if you see one, you’ll probably 
see several in large family groups. 
These are usually does, yearlings, 
and	 fawns.	 Sometimes	 you’ll	 find	
a bachelor group of several bucks 
traveling together. The deer also 
find	it	harder	to	find	the	grasses	and	
ground source foods, but they tend 
to snip off all the new-growth twigs 
from last seasons growth. They will 
eat many different plants when the 
food gets scarce. This is natures’ 
way of making them survivors. The 
squirrels	 tend	 to	 find	 holes	 in	 logs	
and trees in this severe weather and 
the cold and ice kills out the lice 
that exist in the tree nests made of 
leaves. There are many other forms 
of	 wildlife	 out	 there	 that	 can	 profit	
from us providing a little help hand. 
Please lend a hand to wildlife.
      
 It’s Faith, Family, and Fishing

Animals feed from many differing 
sources but many of them need 
access to the nutrients that are on or 
below the ground for their source of 
nourishment. 
	 The	birds	come	to	mind	first	since	
Rosalie and I have an abundance of 
them that congregate around our little 
ranch. We have a small orchard with 
trees of many sorts including apples, 
peaches, pears, plums, and millions 
of “whirly things” from the maple 
trees. Many times, the ground will be 
covered with various birds feasting 
on the seeds from these fruit trees. 
All of these provide food sources for 
the birds all winter long as long as 
they are accessible. However, when 
ice covers the ground the food is no 
longer available. Although we feed 
them most all the time, it’s doubly 
important to feed during these 
adverse conditions. 
 Most all of the wildlife has ways 
of coping with these conditions on 
some level but it’s not an easy life. 
We can make those conditions a bit 
easier for these creatures. Leaving 
taller grass on the waterways and 
along the fencerows will provide 
shelter and some food sources for 
many species. The rabbits and other 
ground living animals need shelter 
from the adverse conditions and if 
we remove the entire habitat, we 
will essentially remove the animals. 
Remember when we had pheasants 
and quail populations in east central 
Illinois? We removed the fencerows, 
mow the grass regularly, and now 
we haven’t seen them in any great 
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Kansas City, MO – Nature is a 
cared-for resource, so biologists and 
foresters for the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) will be 
measuring and monitoring creatures 
and their habitats in the year ahead. 
Some are new projects. Knowing how 
species and ecosystems are faring is 
important	 for	 managing	 forests,	 fish,	
and wildlife.
 “Research helps us understand 
the biological mechanisms of natural 
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resources that we are trying to 
manage,” said Kasey Whiteman, an 
MDC resource science supervisor at St. 
Joseph.  “Monitoring helps us see the 
impact of actions on those resources. 
Research helps us know what to do 
and monitoring helps us know how 
well things are going.”

Fisheries
	 MDC	 fisheries	 biologists	 and	
researchers have started a four-year 

study	 of	 flathead	 catfish	 at	 Truman	
Lake, Smithville Lake, and some 
small impoundments. Bottom-
dwelling	 flatheads	 can	 live	 20	 years	
or more and are a popular native 
game	 fish.	 But	 they	 are	 difficult	 for	
biologists	to	study.	MDC	has	modified	
electrofishing	techniques	that	will	help	
them	 study	 flathead	 populations	 for	
sizes, ages, growth rates, and genetics.
 “We want to collect a variety of 
information to better manage these 
fisheries	and	track	their	status	over	time	to	
sustain	or	 improve	fishing	opportunities	
for anglers,” said Zach Ford, MDC game 
fish	ecologist	at	Clinton.
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MDC staff will be afield this year for 
research and monitoring, such as this crew 
sampling fish populations in a creek at the 

Taberville Prairie Conservation Area.

 MDC staff will also survey anglers 
on the Missouri River about their 
preferences	 and	 goals	 when	 fishing	
for big-river species such as blue and 
flathead	 catfish.	 Serving	 people	 who	
enjoy the outdoors is a major factor in 
resource management decisions.
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 MDC will begin a study of invasive 
Asian carp in the Missouri River and 
tributaries. This federally funded study 
is being done in partnership with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
other states, Whiteman said. Biologists 
want to learn Asian carp spawning 
habits and population trends in various 
locations, such as the Platte and 
Grand rivers. The carp harm the food 
chain and compete directly for food 
with	 native	 fish.	 They	 can	 overrun	
an area leaving little room for other 
fish	 species.	 Biologists	 will	 use	 the	
information to develop plans to reduce 
Asian carp numbers.

Wildlife
 Biologists will conduct breeding 
bird surveys in the Big Buffalo Creek 
and Upper Osage Grasslands. MDC 
works with private land owners and 
public land managers to improve 
habitats in these priority geographies. 
One focus in the Big Buffalo Creek 
geography will be a survey of spring 
warblers. Throughout western 
Missouri, multiple rare or endangered 
plant species, natural communities, and 
animal species will also be surveyed 
and monitored, said Krista Noel, MDC 
natural history biologist.
 “Prairie mole crickets are a species 
of conservation concern that we will 
be surveying for this year,” Noel said. 
“This tallgrass prairie species, the 
largest cricket in North America, only 
calls	briefly	at	dusk	making	it	difficult	
to survey multiple locations in one 
evening. Males use their clawed feet 
to dig special burrows that amplify 
the sound they make by rubbing their 
fore wings together to attract a female.  
This species has occurred on both 
public and private prairies in the past. 
But much data is needed to update the 
status of this species in the Kansas 
City region.”
 Benton County will be included in 
a wild turkey harvest study biologists 
are preparing for the coming year. 
Next winter, MDC biologists will 
trap	 turkeys,	 gather	 data,	 and	 affix	
leg bands. Hunters can get rewards 
for reporting the leg bands. The goal 
is to determine a localized estimate of 
harvest rates, said Tony Elliott, MDC 
resource science supervisor at Clinton.

Grasslands and woodlands
 Bumblebees, an important 
pollinator insect, are in a population 

decline. MDC this year will start 
a relative abundance assay of 
bumblebees, said Steve Buback, 
MDC natural history biologist. His 
work will also include an annual 
population assessment for regal 
fritillary	 butterflies	 in	 summer.	They	
are a species of concern due to a 
severe loss of high-quality prairie 
habitat. Biologists will also monitor 
native grassland restoration projects 
at MDC’s Bilby Ranch Lake and 
Grand Trace conservation areas in 
northwest Missouri.
	 Water	quality	and	fish	populations	
in prairie streams will be a monitoring 
focus in the Upper Osage Grasslands 
of west central Missouri, said Mike 
Allen,	 MDC	 fisheries	 management	
biologist.	 Allen	 will	 conduct	 fish	
surveys in Baker Branch and Brush 
Creek in St. Clair County. He will 
also work with volunteers sampling 
streams for water quality monitoring.

Forests
 MDC foresters will be doing 
an inventory on a portion of the Big 
Buffalo Creek Conservation Area near 
Cole Camp. They will tally information 
such as tree species, special natural 
areas or features, wood harvest 
potential, and needed sylvicultural 
practices such as thinning.

 Many more annual surveys, 
monitoring, and ongoing research 
projects will be done in 2021. 
Missourians value their wide variety 
of natural habitats and wildlife. These 

projects are a partial list of what MDC 
biologists, conservation agents, and 
field	 staff	 do	 for	 nature	 in	 their	 care.	
www.mdc.mo.gov

Flathead Catfish - MDC biologists are 
starting a flathead catfish study this year 

in Truman Lake, Smithville Lake, and some 
small impoundments.

Brown-Banded Bumblebee - Pollinators 
such as this brown-banded bumblebee 
are in decline. MDC staff will be doing 

a survey of the state’s bumblebee 
population this year.
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ANNE ORTH OF THE 
GAPEN COMPANY   by Dan Gapen, Sr.

 After working her way up through 
the ranks in the Gapen Tackle Company, 
Anne, better known as ‘Bobber’ Anne 
in	 the	 fishing	 industry,	 has	 achieved	
Presidency of the company. Anne was 
voted President of Gapen’s in January, 
2021 at the annual shareholders meeting.
	 ‘Bobber’	 Anne	 began	 as	 a	 field	
agent 30 years ago covering the states of 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and North 
and South Dakota with an estimated 
350	fishing	tackle	dealers	selling	Gapen	
products. Gradually Anne turned many 
of these dealers over to Distributors who 
worked the same states. 

 She then became the Company 
Secretary after buying a portion of the 
Company. Duties changed and workload 
increased. Anne continued to call on the 
main Distributors in her 5 states added 
to the heavy load of Sports Shows across 
the country. 
 It’s not unusual to dial Gapens to 
place an order and get ‘Bobber’ Anne’s 
cheerful voice on the phone. This once shy 
girl from rural Minnesota will answer your 
questions	 and	 try	 to	 outfit	 you	 with	 the	
correct	gear	to	get	for	the	fish	you	are	after.
 During the summer months Dan 
Gapen, Sr. has taken her under his wing 

to teach her what he can about the sport 
of	fishing.		During	that	time	she’s	become	
an ardent angler at enticing all species of 
fresh	 and	 saltwater	 fish.	 	 Besides	 that,	
Anne took on the job of cameraman 
(lady), both video and still. She excels in 
underwater footage, much of what you 
can see on the DVDs Gapen’s produces.
 Besides all these duties, four 
summers	were	spent	filming	a	half-hour	
TV show for the Sportsman’s Channel 
called “Fishing the World With the Old 
Man and ‘Bobber’ Anne”, which was 
aired nationwide on Satellite and Cable 
Networks. In the years before that Anne 

appeared with Dan in an hour-long show 
sponsored by OMC also aired nationally.
 Many of these segments can be 
obtained on Gapen’s DVDs by calling 
877-623-2099 and ask for a list of her 
filming	endeavors.
 This girl from Melrose, Minnesota 
has gone from working in the barns of 
her family’s turkey farm to Presidency of 
an 85-year-old Tackle Company.
 What has happened to the ‘old man’? 
Dan Gapen, SR. is now permanent CEO 
of Gapens and has shifted much of the 
workload over to ‘Bobber’ Anne Orth. 
As if she didn’t have enough already!!



A CONSERVATION 
LEGACY STRENGTHENED
By Bill Cooper

  I spent a weekend recently, along 
with an amazing list of Missouri’s 
finest	 conservation	 leaders	 and	
friends, cleaning up the debris left 
from Brandon Butler’s cabin. It 
was burned to the ground recently 
in Shannon County, Missouri by a 
convicted felon and poacher, who 
now sits in the Shannon County jail. 
 The gathering at Butler’s cabin 
proved to be a convention of heavily 
experienced, highly dedicated 
conservation minded people who 
are now inspired to make Shannon 
County a better place for both local 
residents, tourists and visitors from 
around the world. 
 Butler and his associates 
recognize Shannon County as a 
spectacular outdoor Mecca. It’s 
magnificent	 Ozark	 hills	 and	 clear,	
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cold	 free-flowing	 streams	 are	 a	
testament to the resiliency of peoples 
past who lived here and worked the 
land and forests yet recognized the 
value of preserving both the cultural 
and natural history of the region for 
future generations to enjoy.
 Brandon Butler has dedicated his 
life to conservation and harbors an 
uncanny ability to advance the cause, 
while at the same time inspiring 
others to follow his lead in improving 
the quality of our lives through the 
intelligent use of our nation’s natural 
resources. 
 Butler headed one of the 
country’s greatest conservation 
organizations, the Conservation 
Federation	of	Missouri	for	over	five	
years and took it to new heights. 
Currently he is the public relations 
director from Roeslein Alternative 
Energy, one of the most progressive 
companies in the world for new 
energy development. They currently 

34 Adventure Sports Outdoors | March 2021

NEW LOCATION: 3250 Fields Dr. • Bettendorf, IA 52722
563-243-4696 • RandRSportsInc.com

…is the Premier Outfitter in the Area! 
CALL our knowledgeable staff for help with all your hunting and fishing needs…

Large supply of hunting, fishing & marine equip. 
Special orders available at no additional cost!

Lots of Firearms & Discounted Bows!

produce methane gas from hog 
manure and wild prairie vegetation.
 Brandon Butler is a well-
established, well respected, well 
connected icon of conservation and 
land management across the United 
States.	His	influence	is	far	reaching,	
and his ideals and progressive 
attitudes inspire those around 
him. Yet, a few people in Shannon 
County, who neither knew him, nor 
his abilities and inspirations attacked 
him and burned his home away from 
home, because he took a stand for 
what was right. He confronted deer 
poachers less than one hundred yards 
from his front porch. He, and others 
sitting	by	an	evening	campfire,	 saw	
the	muzzle	blasts	of	guns	fired	from	
truck windows. Furthermore, Butler 
and friends watched as the poachers 
lit	 up	a	field	of	 a	 recently	deceased	

individual	like	it	was	a	football	field.
 I attended Butler’s deer camp 
last fall but was absent when the 
poaching incident took place. 
However, I experienced the illegal 
running of deer dogs every day I 
was there. Running deer with dogs 
is illegal in Missouri. It is legal 
in several southern states, and I 
understand the charm of listening 
to hounds howling on the trail of a 
deer. However, if it is illegal, I will 
not participate in the sport. Neither 
should anyone else, period.
 Butler worked on his cabin, with 
the help of family and friends, over 
three years. He made every effort to 
befriend locals and did form some 
solid friendships. On the other hand, 
he witnessed and photographed 
trespassers	 on	 his	 land,	 wildfire	
violations, and other unacceptable 
behaviors. One deer season one of his 
guests was almost shot by poachers 
shooting at deer. Then they had the 
audacity to verbally assault him.
 Illegal behaviors continued in 
the area and matters came to a head 
the night of the poaching incident, 
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Est. 1915

101 E. Main St., Teutopolis, IL 62467
Email Dan at 
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•  All New Fishing and Tackle 
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•  Specializing in Bass, Panfish   
and Catfish

• Deer and Turkey Calls
• Ammo
•  Groceries, Alcohol, Bakery, Gas 

and a whole lot more

New Owners, 
The Burke Family

Under New 
Ownership
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almost in Butler’s front yard. Arrests 
were made. Full confessions were 
made. Tickets were issued. Butler did 
the right thing. Weeks later his cabin 
was burned to the ground. The action 
of one individual spoke for the ideals 
of several. 
 The cabin burning in Shannon 
County has garnered national 
attention. A league of outdoor 
communicators have written articles, 
recorded podcasts and spread 
the	 word	 of	 the	 horrific	 attack	 on	
American freedoms in the hills of 
Shannon County, Missouri.
 As our group shoveled the last of 
the ashes of Butler’s cabin, we hovered 
around	a	fire	to	burn	the	mantle	that	
had	 hung	 over	 his	 fireplace.	 Lumps	
formed in throats, tears welled up in 
eyes. Butler reminded us of what he 
had lost, including his grandfather’s 
flag	 from	 WWII,	 colored	 drawings	
from his kids, a grandfather’s mounts, 
a dear friend’s ashes, autographed 
books, and many gifts from friends 

to spruce up the cabin. His greatest 
loss	was,	perhaps,	his	confidence	 in	
the honesty of a few.
 Our group, which included a 
state representative, law enforcement, 
former military personnel, 
conservation dignitaries and friends 
from several states received threats 
of physical violence while there. All 
were prepared to meet the challenge if 
it came to that. Fortunately, it did not.
	 An	arsonist	set	a	fire	that	burned	
Brandon Butler’s cabin to the ground. 
However, little did the lawbreaker, 
and his cronies realize that they 
ignited	 a	 fire	 of	 determination	 that	
will see law and order established in 
Shannon	County	that	will	benefit	the	
many good people there as well as 
those who are to come in the future to 
enjoy the wilds of Shannon County, 
Missouri.
 Brandon Butler’s legacy of 
conservation lives on for the whole 
world to see and enjoy, strengthened 
by	the	flames	of	a	fire.					
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FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537

www.ZippelBay.com
6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586

3 Night Cabin / 2 Day CHARTER
Starting at $390/person • Deluxe Cabin $460/person

Week cabin 
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HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS ATCHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!

Kamden Boley of Hamilton IL with his first deer. 
Thanks for Sharing with ASO Magazine.

First Day of Spring is March 20!First Day of Spring is March 20!



 Old man winter gave us a pretty 
quiet December but has been making 
up for it in January and February.  
With the frigid temperatures, the 
ice has been building inches by the 
day.  Finally, on January 22nd, the 
shanties hit the ice of the pond, and 
it’s	been	a	fishing	frenzy	ever	since.
	 The	 pond	 we	 fish	 is	 owned	 by	
a friend of ours named Russ, and 
he has been very proactive over the 
last several years getting piles of 
Christmas trees and other habitats into 
the	 water	 for	 the	 fish.	 	 The	 popular	
ice	fishing	spot	is	in	24	foot	of	water	
in the pond’s main lake basin.  Our 
main target is to get structures like 
old Christmas trees or simple PVC 
structures delivered to the pond in the 
warm	months	in	order	to	draw	fish	to	
it in the winter season.  There is even 
an old shanty that wasn’t removed 
in time and sunk to the bottom quite 
a number of years ago, but that’s a 

whole other story.  This is the perfect 
spot,	 but	 it	 poses	 one	 problem,	 first	
you	have	to	find	it.
 Every year it’s the same battle 
of drilling holes and looking all over 
for this spot.  It is quite the battle on a 
5-acre pond and most of the time we 
give	up	and	start	fishing	after	a	number	
of	holes.		A	floating	marker	has	been	
placed on it but seems to get knocked 
out by wind and skim ice.  This year 
was a whole different story, the boys 
drug my dad’s new homemade shanty 
out onto the ice and decided x marked 
the spot and started drilling.  Low 
and behold after dropping the camera 
down for a closer look, they realized 
they were dead center of the pile.  
Maybe 2021 isn’t going to turn out 
too bad after all.
 Once the camera came up, it was 
time	 to	 start	 fishing,	 and	 it	 wasn’t	
long	for	the	action	to	start.		The	first	
day the boys cleaned house with 
over	 100	 fish	 between	 4	 guys	 and	
many	 days	 after	 that	 with	 25	 fish	
averages per guy.  Fishing has been 
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REGNIER’S GUIDE SERVICEREGNIER’S GUIDE SERVICE

HOT ICE

Multi Specie Angling Angling Adventures 
from Central Illinois to Southern Wisconsin
815-257-4088 • Muskymob2019@gmail.com

• ANTHONY REGNIER •

Rates (2 Person Max) 
IL Half Day (4 Hours) $150
IL Full Day (8 Hours) $250
WI Full Day (8 Hours) $300

Multi Specie Angling Adventures from Central Illinois to Wisconsin
REGNIER’S GUIDE SERVICE

Phone: 815-257-4088 • Muskymob2019@gmail.com

BOOK YOUR SPOT IN MY BOAT TODAY!

so good, Russ was even late to his 
surprise birthday party because he 
wanted	to	catch	a	few	more	fish.		It	
has been mostly hockey puck sized 
bluegills with some crappie mixed in 
the	batch.	 	We	find	 it’s	a	great	 time	
every	year	to	keep	some	fish	to	help	
thin out some of the bluegills as they 
are tremendously (and successfully) 
reproducing in this body of water.  
Hard	to	beat	fresh	bluegill	fillets	that	



SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICESSPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

NO SHOW...
NO PROBLEM!

THE SHOW MUST GO 
ON IN A DIFFERENT 
WAY! SHOP ONLINE 
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DEALERSHIP FOR 

BOAT SHOW PRICES 
STARTING NOW!!

INVENTORY IS 
LIMITED SO DON’T 
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BOAT BEFORE THEY 
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2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com
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SEE US ON FACEBOOK!
“Lowe supports the Military.”

Military discount on all boat packages.

All New Lowe Painted Skorpion 17’ with
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Doctorman’s Cache Core Hunting PreserveDoctorman’s Cache Core Hunting Preserve
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104 Doctorman • Ullin, IL 62992
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East of I-57 Just Off Shawnee College Rd.
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MIDSOUTH TACKLEMIDSOUTH TACKLE
Making Jigs Since 1978

 128 CR 108 • Jonesboro, AR 72404

870-935-4914
Check us out on the web…

www.midsouthtackle.com/shop.asp

Manufacturers of Quality Crappie Jigs
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came out of the pond the same day as 
they hit the dinner table.  
 The bait and tackle haven’t 
had a huge effect on them as years 
prior.  Small jigs tipped with a wax 
worm with no real color option is 
outperforming any others.  The 
real important tool in the arsenal 
this year has been one thing...The 
Flasher!  I’m not going to lie, I 
really wasn’t crazy about them as 
they’re not the most simple thing 
to use for a beginner.  Although 
many	friends	I	fished	around	swore	
by them, I wasn’t really about 
them.  Well, I’m here to tell you, 
I am a changed man as of this year 
because	 I	 firsthand	 saw	 how	 they	
changed	our	fishing	game.
 Fishing in 24 foot of water, the 
fish	have	mostly	been	within	3	 feet	
of the bottom.  Sometimes they have 
been up a little into the middle range, 
especially traveling schools, but for 
the most part they’re down low.  The 
trick has been to be just right above 
them aggressively jigging them and 
pulling them out of their groups.  
Seems if you’re down in them, they 
get spooked, and if you’re more than 
2 foot above them, they won’t touch 
it.		The	other	advantage	of	the	flasher	
has	 been	 the	 finicky	 bites.	 	 With	

other options, by the time you’re 
feeling it and setting the hook, it has 
been	 too	 late,	 and	 that	fish	 is	 gone.		
With the Flasher, as you’re seeing 
the	 fish	 swim	 up,	 you	 got	 about	 3	
seconds to set the hook and you got a 
fish.		My	father	recently	purchased	a	
Hummingbird Helix 7 Ice, and it has 
been very simple to learn.  If you’re 
an	avid	ice	fisherman	and	don’t	have	
one yet, I’m telling you it’s a must for 
when the ice is calling your name!
 The other great thing about ice 
fishing	is	it’s	just	like	the	comradery	
in	 the	 duck	 blind	 or	 in	 the	 fishing	
boat.  A lot of great conversations 
and time spent enjoying each other’s 
company in the great outdoors.  Also, 
when you’re in a shanty with a heater, 
it	definitely	beats	the	old	days	sitting	
on a bucket, I can tell you that.  Great 
job boys on tearing up the ice (Russ 
Skaggs, Don Regnier, Joe Connell, 
Matt Zulz, and Bob Krischel).  
 Spring is just around the corner 
and open water isn’t far out of view.  
Just as a reminder, I will be booking 
musky trips as soon as the ice thaws 
here	in	Illinois.		I	have	a	great	fishing	
window from ice out until spawn 
time.  It has produced some giants in 
the past, and 2021 won’t disappoint 
I’m sure!  Think Spring Everyone!
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On West Center St.
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 This week I was on the other 
side of the medical system.  I started 
with a cough and anytime somebody 
coughs in the middle of the Covid 19 
pandemic people look at you like you 
are Typhoid Mary!  I was pretty sure I 
had bacterial pneumonia.  I have had 
pneumonia and had to be hospitalized 
because I was pretty sick.  Turned out I 
had Legionnaires disease as the cause 
of my pneumonia.  I was thinking about 
that episode years ago in the hospital 
as I was trying to diagnose myself. 
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said and I was starting to become 
uncomfortable.  After what seemed 
like a very long time, the conversation 
paused and the caretakers looked at my 
dad and laughed a little.  Then they said 
something that would shape the way 
I would practice medicine. “Doc, we 
don’t look at you like you’re a doctor, 
you are just a duck hunter! We like 
hunting with you two because you are 
like us.” Later, on the way home my dad 
and I discussed what had happened.  He 
told me something I tell every medical 
student that rotates with me. My dad 
said, “Try to learn something from 
every patient you see. Sometimes what 
you learn may even be medical.”

 Sitting at home recuperating from 
the pneumonia I thought about the visit 
I had with a patient 25 years ago and 
the start of the education he gave me.  

Contact me to see if Direct Care is right for you.
DRU D. HAUTER, MD

217-632-6236 • drdru@cidirectcare.com 
1411 N. Kickapoo St. Suite 105 • Lincoln, Illinois 62656

Learn more at cidirectcare.com

HOMAGE
By Dr. Dru Hauter, MD

Could this be Covid?  Now I had to go 
on the other side and enter the medical 
system.  I scheduled a Covid test and I 
had my wife order me a Chest X ray.  
I did not have to wait for the nurse 
to talk to the doctor and wait for the 
nurse to call me back as most patients.  
I got in line in the drive through Covid 
testing and went through as scheduled.  
X ray demonstrated pneumonia and 
swab was Covid negative.   Phew!!
 This little pneumonia episode gave 
me time to reminisce about my patients 
and their experience with the medical 
system.  Navigating the medical system 
is not always easy and experiences 
are not always good.  I remember the 
week I got the news I was accepted 
into medical school.  I came home 
from college and went duck hunting 
with my dad, a doctor, at the duck club 
where he was a member.  No one was 
at the neighboring club and we were 
invited to hunt with the pushers of the 
other club. The caretakers were retired 
riverboat Captains and just loved 
hunting ducks.  They were talking about 
some experiences with doctors both 
in	the	office	and	hunting	with	doctors.		
Nothing good about doctors was being 

Charlie Peacock had a lot of medical 
problems but every visit he would tell 
me	 of	 his	 adventures	 fishing.	Charlie	
fished	every	day.		He	fished	a	technique	
I had not heard of before called micro 
fishing	technique.		He	used	very	small	
hooks and tiny bobbers with 9 foot or 
longer	rods,	like	a	fly	rod.		His	favorite	
bait was maggots.  He ordered his 
maggots in bulk.  I learned so much 
each visit; I started scheduling him for 
longer appointment times.  
 Charlie showed up for an 
appointment one winter with a 
medicine bottle of hooks and several 
tiny	Mick	Thill	float	bobbers.		He	even	
brought me a supply of maggots.  He 
also brought me an advertisement for 
an upcoming auction of a farm near 
where he lived.  The farm had a pond 
and Salt Creek ran through the land.  
Charlie knew that my wife and I were 
looking for a place in the country.  
Charlie knew the property well and 
frequently	had	fished	the	pond	on	that	
property.  On a very nasty wintery day 
in February, I won that farm at auction.  
I think Charlie was more excited than 
me.		Charlie	then	became	the	unofficial	
ranger of my property.  After that my 
fishing	 education	 from	 Charlie	 really	
took off.  
 Charlie drove a tiny car, a dodge 
neon, but it was really more of a mobile 
tackle box.  He drove through my 
property twice a day.  He would stop 

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530

eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731
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at my pond and as he said, “exercise 
the	fish.”	He	would	then	head	over	to	
the Beason-Chestnut Park pond and 
exercise	 those	fish.	 	He	would	 repeat	
the route in the afternoon also.  Charlie 
did	not	keep	 the	fish.	 	He	would	 just	
“exercise and release.”  He kept track 
of how many he caught and report 
how he did. Twenty to thirty an outing 
was	common.		That	year	he	fished	364	
days.	 	 He	 did	 not	 fish	 on	 Christmas.		
On rainy days or cold days, he would 
use	a	very	long	rod	and	fish	out	of	the	
driver’s side window of his mobile 
tackle box.  When the ice was on, he 

a few years back and got to talk to Stan 
Potts who grew up not far from Charlie.   
I mentioned Charlie’s name and shared a 
few stories that Charlie shared with me 
about Stan.  We had a great visit and I 
realized then how great a reputation that 
Charlie had in the Outdoor Sports world.  
I knew I was lucky to know Charlie 
Peacock	and	 learn	 from	him.	 	A	fitting	
tribute to Charlie is the handicapped 
fishing	 dock	 at	 the	 Beason-	 Chestnut	
Park, named in his honor.

 My dad was right.  Learning 
something from patients is worthwhile 
but it is not always possible with the 

Dru Hauter, MD is an avid outdoorsman 
and a native of Central Illinois. He is the 
physician at Central Illinois Direct Care 
in Lincoln, Illinois and can be reached 

through his website cidirectcare.com at 
drdru@cidirectcare.com or 217.632.6236.

would	fish	near	the	aerator	at	the	park	
pond which kept the ice from forming.  
 People saw how many Charlie 
caught and would move to his spot 
soon after Charlie would leave.  They 
did not have great success.  Someone 
who	would	 ask	Charlie	 about	 fishing	
would	soon	be	catching	fish	“Charlie’s	
style.” Charlie was more than just a 
fisherman.	 	 He	 shot	 guns	 and	 bows	
and	even	participated	 in	 the	first	deer	
season in Illinois.  He exposed his son 
and his grandsons to the outdoors. 

Insert Dru pic 3 Here

 Most people knew Charlie in this 
area.  I was at the shot show in Las Vegas 

time constraints placed on doctors 
today.  I think this contributes to the 
burnout of physicians.  Spending that 
little extra time with patients enhances 
the doctor-patient relationship and 
is a much more rewarding style of 
practice.  I am so glad I found Direct 
Primary Care as this type of medical 
practice allows me to have that greater 
relationship with patients.  The rewards 
can be great, just like those I learned 
from Charlie.  
 A fellow doctor once asked me 
why I would go back to the area where 
I grew up to practice.  He thought it 
would be too hard to take care of your 
friends.  I responded, “If you do it 
right then your patients become your 
friends.”  But, what do I know?  I am 
just a duck hunter! - Dru Hauter, MD



WOO’S 
CORNER
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BASS FISHING 
IN MARCH

 I’m so glad March is here simply 
because this is big bass month. I’m loading 
my Nitro Z20 with heavy duty equipment. 
This	is	a	power	fishing	month	that	produces	
more big bass for me than any other.  I’ve 
looked back at records for 30 years and 
80 percent of my biggest bass have been 
caught in March. Another thing I like is 
there is a lot of different ways to catch big 

bass probably more so than any other time. 
 I’ll cover some of these for you but 
first	let’s	talk	about	why	this	month	has	such	
great	fishing.	First	the	water	is	warming	up	
just right to get the big females to move into 
shallow water to feed before the spawn. 
Now is when I pay close attention to the 
water temperature, always watching my 
depth	 finder	 for	 the	 warmest	 water	 I	 can	
find.	 Second	March	 usually	 offers	 a	 lot	 of	
wind and wind is your friend, not only does 
it stir the water up and push bait into shallow 
water, but it moves the warmer water to the 
side of the lake it is blowing in on. I like to 
fish	on	windy	points	or	back	ends	of	coves	
which the wind is blowing into. This is 
where your MotorGuide Xi5 105 lbs. thrust 
trolling motor comes in real handy. 
 When I get to a lake, I try to establish 
a pattern as quickly as possible by rotating 
from points to back ends of coves and 
paying	 attention	 to	 what	 the	 fish	 are	
relating to. Could be rocky points, red clay 
points,	 sandy	 points,	 flat	 or	 steep	 points,	
stumpy points, etc.  Coves could have 
grass, willows, wood, sand, etc. Once I 
figure	this	out	then	I	go	looking	for	more	
of the same types of cover. If you have a 
Navionics’	chip	in	your	depth	finder,	you	
can	find	similar	places	really	fast.
 Now if it’s windy, I’m going to start 
out with a big willow leaf ½ oz. Lazer 
Eye spinner bait or the 3/4 oz. Magnum 
slow roller spinner bait. Their names say it 

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

all, slow roll it on 20 lbs Bass Pro Shops 
fluorocarbon	 line	 and	hand	on.	Almost	 all	
of the time I will add a white Zoom Fat 
Albert grub to the bait for bulkiness and this 
allows you to slow roll even slower. Colors 
I use are almost always white or chartreuse 
or a combination of the two. Again, windy 
points main focus and also rip rap can be 
good. Now if it’s slow or doesn’t seem to 
be producing I will try a chatter bait as 
sometimes that will trigger bites when the 
spinner bait is not working.
 If there is lots of brush, wood, or rip 
rap	in	lake	I	will	flip	a	black/blue	½	oz.	jig	
with a blue Zoom Super Chunk, especially 
if sun shining on it. One thing I’ve learned 
over the years is bass will relate to the 
cover this time of the year in different 
ways, so approach with caution and cover 
thoroughly. Sometimes they will be in the 
center of the brush and sometimes on the 
outer edge and the same with lay downs.  
Definitely	 do	 not	 overlook	 boat	 docks.	A	
lot of times you can pattern bass on docks 
by paying attention to where you get your 
first	bite.	If	it’s	on	the	outside	corners,	under	
boardwalks, deep docks or shallow water 
docks just pay attention and let the bass tell 
you	where	they	are	setting	up	and	just	fish	
those	 specific	 spots	 on	 each	 dock.	 If	 you	
are	in	a	highly	pressured	area,	flip	a	Zoom 
Brush Hog or Zoom Super Hog. 
 If you have several warm days throw a 
black buzz bait with a black Zoom Horny Toad 
or the same set up in white. This has been a hot 
big bass set up the past couple of years.
 Now is also a great time to throw crank 
baits like the XPS Square bill, rattletraps, 
most	 anything	 that	 runs	 five	 feet	 or	 less.	

Again, just crank and wind until you catch 
a bass and let him tell you the cover he is 
holding on and look for more of the same.
 If it’s a calm day I’m going to start out 
with an 8-inch Zoom lizard on a Carolina 
rig with a 2 to 3 foot leader and again on 
points or shallow humps. Just check your 
depth	finder	units	with	the	Navionics’ chip 
and	 you	 will	 find	 plenty	 of	 these	 areas.	
Drag the lizard a couple feet and let sit still 
10 to 15 seconds and repeat. I’ve caught 
numerous bass on back to back casts with 
this method over the years. What color you 
ask? I always start out with green pumpkin 
as long as they are biting it, later in the day 
when sun gets up, I will go to a watermelon 
red. I have seen this make a difference 
many times. If the lizard isn’t working 
switch to a Brush Hog or a Zoom Fluke just 
these little changes can work in your favor. 
When Carolina rigging, pay attention to 
your weight and what it is telling you. If 
you bump something different, slow down 
and inch it along for a minute, this could 
be the piece of structure that is holding that 
monster bass you are looking for. In other 
words, if you are dragging and dragging 
and hit a stump or rock, slow down this is 
where the bass lives.
 These are just some of the ways to 
catch March bass. Remember go to the 
lake, crank up your Mercury,	 go	 to	 first	
point	and	start	fishing	and	it	will	come	to	
you. Good luck on your next trip and take 
a	kid	fishing.	Thank	military	and	personnel	
for a job well done. Always wear your life 
vest. If you need a tow truck visit www.
hendrickcars.com.  May God bless you 
and your family!

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk

Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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POST-SEASON DEER SCOUTING IS A 
GREAT MID-WINTER ACTIVITY

 As the Illinois 2020-2021 deer 
season comes to an end, it is not 
too early to begin preparations 
and planning for next fall. While 
the most valuable information 
a hunter can rely on is their 
observations collected during the 
season, post-season scouting can 
provide useful information. It 
is important to highlight that 
observations made during post-
season scouting efforts may not 
directly translate to activity during 
early season and rut, but it can provide 
you an excellent starting point for 
your pre-season scouting efforts 
during the summer. Additionally, 
post-season scouting can be a great 
time to look for shed antlers or even 
a small game hunt simultaneously.  
 Arguably, the most important 
information any deer hunter can 

discover while scouting is where deer 
are actively bedding. Knowing where 
bedding areas are not only allows 
a hunter to set up along a bed-to-
feeding pattern, but it also can ensure 
that you don’t spook bedded deer 
as you enter your setup, ultimately 
reducing their daytime activities. 
During the season, I often spend 
time looking at satellite imagery 
and topographic maps to identify 
potential bedding areas, however, I 
typically avoid further investigating 
these potential bedding areas to 
reduce the chances of jumping deer 
and disturbing prominent bedding 
locations. While it is not impossible 
to observe a bedding area without 
alerting deer during the season, post-
season	can	be	a	terrific	time	to	walk	
these	 areas	 and	 confirm	 bedding	 is	
occurring, rather than just assuming 
they’re bedding there. In addition to 
thick cover, try to locate south-facing 
slopes, ridge-points, and leeward 
slopes and check for beds. Deer 
beds	 will	 be	 easily	 identifiable	 by	

the matted down vegetation from its 
bodyweight. Recently used beds may 
have visible deer hair inside the bed.

 

South-facing Slope Bedding
 Bedding on south-facing slopes 
is a common occurrence, particularly 

during colder weather. South-facing 
slopes receive more solar radiation 
for longer periods of the day; thus, 
they are generally warmer. These 
areas are extremely productive 
during cold temperatures.  

Ridge Point Bedding
 A point that extends off a ridge 
provides ample security and exit 
routes for deer. When using these 
areas, deer will be facing into the 
lowland with the prominent wind 
direction coming down the ridge 
behind them. This allows deer to 
watch for danger in front of them, 
while scent-checking to ensure there 
is nothing approaching from the rear.

continued on page 84
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NEVER QUIT…
By Daniel Vinovich

 It was a cold windy day in early 
March. The Muskies were nowhere 
to be found. Faces burnt and hands 
frozen we scanned the electronics for 
any sign of life. The kicker purred 
as we zig zagged the lake’s surface 
and remaining ice edges.  This day 
was not one for built for comfort. An 
hour had passed, and we still had not 
tossed a bait.   We had looked shallow 
and deep.  It was if the shad had died 
over the winter. My good friend Bob 
Johnson, rest his soul, had once told 
me a quote during the tough days 
of	 my	 younger	 tournament	 fishing	
youth.   He would say, “Boy don’t 
fret.  We have them trapped under 
water and sooner or later they have 
to eat!” This was enough to keep me 
holding onto a hand warmer with one 
hand and the tiller handle with the 
other. We moved on to various parts 
of the lake looking for the bait.  The 
wind had picked up and boat control 
was getting tough. The 9.9 kicker 
was pushing my 20-foot Tracker with 
everything she had, pushing the bow 
against the cross wind. A straight 
path was not going to happen today 
as we slid sideways under the winds, 
proof was on the spit screen of my 
Humming Bird Helix GPS. We were 
in the channel where the bait should 
be holding in the deep water. Just 
then a gust of wind grabbed the bow 
and turned it 180 degrees sending us 
in the shallow water.  As we passed 
the drop off, there was a small signal 
hit off the 2nd unit set on Side 
Finder, that just may be the bait. I 
immediately hit the mark button on 
the Humming Bird and turned the 
boat back towards the mark. As we 
passed the mark again I said “There 
they are just a few inches above the 

weed bed on the drop off.”  They 
must have buried themselves in the 
weeds with the below freezing temps 
last night. We spun the boat and put 
my	 second	 unit	 on	 DI	 to	 confirm	
the sonar hit. Yep, they were there, 
huddled in the mass like a group of 
school kids waiting for the bus on 
a blustery day. I wondered if they 
were all along the drop off, so we 
maneuvered the boat along the drop 
off for a couple hundred yards.  Sure 
enough, we could see them scattered 
all along the deep drop on the weeds. 
This brought a little smile to our 
frozen faces.  At least we had found 
the food. Since boat control was 
tough and following the drop in this 
wind would surely not be an easy 
task, I opened up a hatch and pulled 
out 3 marker buoys.  They had not 
seen	water	in	20	years	since	my	first	
Lowrance GPS unit. I kept working 
the gas kicker until we hit the mark 
and I shouted, “toss it off the port 
side.”  Again, we struggled to turn 
the bow back into the wind following 
the drop on the electronics another 
100 yards.  There, toss another.  
Again, I spun the bow back towards 
the	first	buoy	passing	 it	on	 the	port	
side.  I followed the drop another 50 
yards. Toss the third.  It looked like a 
duck feeding as it spun on the water 
sending the weight to the bottom. 
With	 every	 wave,	 it	 would	 flop,	

Get your BEST deal from S&R Marine . . . Give Darin a Call Today!

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
srmarine2730@att.net • www.SR-Marine.com
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releasing another 6 inches of string. 
Well, there it is boys.  Our targets are 
set.  It would be much easier for all 
of us to visually see the drop instead 
of trying to follow it on the GPS, 
there were no other boats on the lake 
so our spot was safe. 
 My center hatch smacked me on 
the head as I pulled baits from the 
belly of the boat making me see stars 
for a moment. We hooked the baits 
on the leaders. A mixture of deep 
diving cranks and heavy rubber baits 
should get deep enough to hover just 
over the drop, hopefully long enough 
to entice a strike. I asked the boys to 
try and draw a line from marker to 
marker in their heads and then toss 
the baits over the line working them 
back to the line then stopping the 
retrieve, letting them fall over the 
edge into the deeper water before 
starting the retrieve again.  As for the 
crank baits again over the line and 
crank the Johnny Morris reels at a 
med retrieve speed and let them eat. 
I dropped the 36-volt Minn Kota into 
the drink and spun the speed control 
to 8.  It was just enough to hold the 
big glass boat in position in the wind. 
The boat settled in and we began 
casting. Thirty minutes went by 
without so much as a tap. The wind 
had remained steady, but the temps 
were beginning to move towards 
the upward side of the thermometer 

giving our hands some feeling 
back. Trying to hold this boat was 
beginning to wear on my leg and my 
patience. This day was beginning to 
look like a wash, when a grunt came 
from the stern of the boat.  I looked 
back to see a hard bow in his rod.  “Is 
that	a	fish,”	I	yelled?		“Not	sure,”	he	
said.  “There was weight but no head 
shake.”  “Keep reeling.  Don’t give 
it slack.” His eyes looked as big as a 
pair of golf balls as a big largemouth 
rolled	on	the	surface	flopping	like	a	
fat guy who had fallen on the ice. 

Amazing how many big largemouths hit 
these big baits in the spring.
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He lipped the bass and pulled it into 
the boat, “Wow, that’s a Pig.” she 
was fat with spawn, looking more 
like	 an	 egg	 than	 a	 fish.	 	 The	 big	
crankbait	 was	 wedged	 firmly	 from	
side to side in her big mouth. We put 
her on the scale.  She weighed in at 
just under 7 pounds. Not much of a 
fight	 on	 a	 heavy	 action	Muskie	 rod	
but a trophy in anyone’s book. A 
couple quick picks and back into the 
drink she went. The couple minutes 
of powerless drift had sent the boat 
almost to the other side of the lake. 
I	 fired	 up	 the	 kicker	 and	 pointed	
the bow back towards the markers. 
It gave everyone a break to have 
a cup of coffee and put our hands 
back in our pockets, trying to get a 
little blood back in them. There are 
the markers.  We, again, started to 
bomb the drop off with our baits. It 
was not long before another rod tip 
lunged towards the water’s surface. 
I turned just quick enough to see 
the head shake.  “That’s no bass,” I 
shouted.  “Loosen your drag.”  The 
boat rocked violently as I left her 
without power heading toward the 
back of the boat. He was reeling like 
a fella ripping a buzz bait across the 
surface.  However, when I looked 
down, the spool was turning in the 
wrong direction.  “Stop reeling,” 
I said.  “You’ve got the drag too 
loose.  A full turn on the drag star 
tightened her up a little so he could 
gain some ground.  I returned to the 
bow jumping the speed control up 
to 100 percent on the Minn Kota.  
The bow swung back into the wind, 
holding, but not gaining any ground. 
A quick look at the electronics 
showed that I stopped the drift with 

enough	water	depth	to	keep	the	fish	
out of any structure where she could 
gain leverage. I told the other fella 
he	was	going	to	have	to	net	the	fish	
because if I left the bow, we would 
be on the opposite shore before you 
could say Mississippi. He grabbed 
the net just as the Muskie broke the 
surface.		Twice,	he	lunged	at	the	fish	
with the net, missing her. “Hey,” I 
shouted.  “Grab the bag and drop the 
tip into the water and then lead the 
fish	into	it	with	the	rod.		Just	before	
she is in, drop the bag.”  Again, the 
fish	 resurfaced.	 	 She	 pushed	 away	
from the boat with a short burst. 
Finally, she turned toward the boat.  
He dropped the net just as a wave 
hit the side of the boat lunging the 
net	 towards	 the	 fish.	 	 My	 worst	

nightmare was a reality.  The hooks 
on the bait became entangled in the 
net	 giving	 the	 fish	 the	 leverage	 to	
pull the hooks loose.  With one last 
drive, she pulled the hook. All of us 
dropped our heads.  That was a good 
one but Sh’’ happens………….
 SEE YA ON THE WATER
 With the frigid February temps, 
the lakes remained frozen so it looks 
like sometime in March will be the 
ICE OUT opener, it has been a long 
time since these Skies have seen baits 
so the bite should be good, as long 
as the water temps stay cold. I had 
to reschedule several February trips, 
but still have a few openings left . 
You can reach me at 309-267-8309 
or by e-mail at vinovichoutdoors@
gmail.com

Nice March Skie



 The mid 30’s temperature reading 
displayed in the rear-view mirror 
validated the crisp intake of breath felt 
while exiting the truck to let an over 
energized golden retriever out to do a 
morning patrol at the access roadway 
of the refuge. Climbing back into the 
captured heat of the truck cab seemed 
the smart cowboy thing to do while 
awaiting enough light to capture images. 
As the night’s canopy slowly drops and 
the day brightens, the boundary sign of 
the refuge advising the restricted access 
limit dates becomes fully visible. The 
photographer checks the opening date 
again with the date on his iPhone. Aging 
causes one to double and triple check 
even the little things. While patience 
is said to be a virtue, the photographer 
is past ready to revisit the refuge areas 
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that have become like old friends to him 
and the retriever.  
 The light was soon bright enough 
to	see	flocks	of	ducks,	strings	of	geese,	
and even an eagle crossing the morning 
skies. The echoing sounds of the lake’s 
owls added a bass tone to the murmuring 
of the waterfowl. The squalling of a blue 
heron	 flushed	 by	 the	 golden	 retriever	
brought closure to the morning melody 
as a cloud of ducks exploded into the 
air. The image captured against the 
sunrise	will,	hopefully,	reflect	accurate	
beauty of the observed scene. A glance 
to the left revealed the golden retriever 
standing	on	the	flooded	fields	levee	and	
a quick image was taken of her in the 
morning’s warm colors capturing her 
glowing coat. These images were the 
first	 of	 many	 Reelfoot	 Lake	 offered	
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for the photographer that day. The 
levee paths provided multiple chases 
of ducks, squirrels, and songbirds for 
the sleeping retriever to relive in her 
dreams.
	 The	 flooded	 fields	 system	 of	 the	
Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge, 
along	 with	 the	 fields	 of	 the	 TWRA	
Black Bayou WMA unit, offer endless 
levees that can be easily traveled 
even by visitors with limited walking 

abilities. For those that are in great 
shape, the levees offer endless acres 
of the lake’s nature rich bounties 
to explore. Levee travelers will be 
rewarded with the return migration 
of waterfowl. These winged travelers 
will have their bright spring breeding 
plumage on full display for those 
putting in the effort of levee walking. 
The Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge 
is closed from November 15th thru 
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March 15th and the TWRA WMA 
Black Bayou Refuge is closed from 
November 15th thru the last day of 
February. Public foot access for these 
areas is allowed outside of these posted 
parameters. 
 Hikers, bird watchers, 
photographers, and other nature 
enthusiasts will have opportunities 
to observe waterfowl, shore birds, 
raptors, hawks, herons, egrets, and 
limitless small birding opportunities. 
The Reelfoot National Wildlife 
Refuge has a guide to the lake’s 
birds that birders can access at www.
fws.gov/southeast/pdf/bird-l ist /
reelfoot-national-wildlife-refuge.
pdf. Boundary maps of both Long 
Point and Grassy units can be viewed 
at https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/
LongPo in t_Pub l i cUseMap%20
(2).pdf#b and https://www.fws.
gov/uploadedFiles/GrassyIsland_
PublicUseMap%20(2).pdf#a .
 The Reelfoot National Wildlife 
Refuge offers two quality walking 
trails for those desiring shorter 
walking. The Grassy Unit of the 
refuge offers a walking trail, with short 
boardwalk sections over waterways, 
extending out into the lake’s backwater 

area. The walking trail is lined with 
informational signage about the 
wildlife inhabitants of the lake. Behind 
the	office	of	the	national	refuge,	a	well-
maintained gravel walkway leads to a 
pond with an overview of the refuge 
fields	 extending	 out	 into	 the	 lake.	
Users will have the opportunity to 
observe	butterflies,	songbirds,	and	the	
two ponds always have some resident 
geese. The trail also has educational 
signage. The entrance of the trail has 
many picnic tables for having lunch 
or	just	resting	in	the	shade.	The	office	
has its own museum that is worth the 
time to explore. Also, users should not 
forget	the	ample	field	levees	that	can	be	
hiked at the Long Point Refuge Unit. 
The Long Point Unit also provides two 
canoe water trails. The walking trails 
and the canoe trails are illustrated on 
the above referenced mapping links. 
 Individuals wishing to access 
the lake’s walking trails should not 
overlook the boardwalk behind 
the Reelfoot Lake State Park. This 
boardwalk actually winds out onto, 
and through, the lake’s cypress lined 
lake shore. The walkway is wide and 
solidly built and is accessible for those 
limited to walkers or wheelchairs. The 
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boardwalk has several viewing areas 
where individuals have quality lake 
views while sitting and resting. Visitors 
should also take the time to visit the 
park’s museum and the bird aviaries. 
Visitors can access the state parks 
website at www.tnstateparks.com/
parks/reelfoot-lake and scroll down to 
the bottom for link to their park maps. 
The state park’s Air Park area on the 
north end of the lake has several hiking 
trails that follow into and alongside 
of the lake. The state park’s camping 
sites offer picnic areas for visitors 
to enjoy lunches. The rural airport 
building provides bathroom facilities. 
The Keystone area of the state park 
offers a graveled walking path to travel 
alongside the lake. Walkers will enjoy 
strolling among the cypress trees and 
experience lake views seldom seen. 
 These are but a few of the 
many wildlife and nature viewing 
opportunities Reelfoot Lake provides 
for those drawn to the outdoors. The 
lakes also provides many lodging and 
restaurant opportunities for its visitors. 
The Reelfoot Tourism Council 
office	 can	 be	 contacted	 at	 www.
reelfoottourism.com or by phone at 
731-253-2007 for the lake’s lodging 

and	 eating	 locations.	Their	 office	 has	
many informational pamphlets for 
lakes visitors to use to plan their daily 
activities.
 The winter months, with their hectic 
holiday scheduling, often can drain 
life’s inner batteries. The upcoming 
months offer endless possibilities for 
individuals, couples, and families to 
shake off the winter blues.  Embracing 
the beginning of spring in the outdoors 
can offer everyone a chance to re-
charge their inner selves. Whether 
visitors are planning an extended stay, 
a short weekend, or just a day outing, 
all are encouraged to take advantage 
of Reelfoot Lake’s paths that are less 
traveled. Those travelers could run 
across a golden retriever running its 
levees.



 This story is written with some 
trepidation as it is absolutely true!  The 
three actors involved in this real-life event 
have sworn an oath to never tell this story!  
Until now, the oath has been adhered to, 
but the statute of limitations has surely run 
out and besides one if the other participants 
have leaked bits and pieces of this tale so 
as	a	reasonably	astute	listener	can	fill	in	the	
blanks!   The writer feels as if he has been 
exonerated from his earlier promise!  The 
names and location have not been divulged 
to protect the innocent and after all writers 
block	is	an	affliction	difficult	to	overcome	
and	this	tale	will	fill	the	void!
 Three hunters drove to the location 
necessary to embark on their Duck 
Hunting excursion this morning not 
too many years ago.  Two rode together 
in one vehicle and one separate in his 
personal truck.  The boat ride to the blind 
was uneventful although water levels 
were low and the silt deep in this blind’s 
location on the lake.  Upon entering the 
boat hide attached to the blind, I hopped 
into the blind and its’ darkness and began 
to receive the other hunters’ gear and guns 
to distribute to their intended locations 
within	 the	 blind.	 	 	 The	 sight	 of	 fleeing	
mallards in our spotlight as we approached 
the blind and the excitement in the voices 
of the hunters having hunted this location 
the previous day fueled my optimism.  
 Light eventually came and with it a 
“Duck in the Dark” mallard or “Suicide 
Duck” and a “Gadget” Gadwall had 
already succumbed.  The day before us 
seemed favorable with great potential! 
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By: David Herschelman

Small	 groups	 filled	 the	 sky	 further	
fueling our enthusiasm. With light now 
upon us, one of the group complained 
of blurry and double vision! My self and 
the other participant noticed no blood or 
garbled speech, so our diagnosis for the 
afflicted	was	to	possibly	slow	down	and	
relax, for we would pick up the slack on 
any approaching mallards!  After twenty 
minutes,	 the	 afflicted	was	no	better	 and	
indicated he felt lightheaded!  He was 
instructed to have a cup of coffee and we 
would reassess later!  A group of mallards 
darn near bought it in the interim. 
	 The	 afflicted	 in	 this	 scenario	 had	
cause for concern as he had suffered a 
stroke earlier and these symptoms were 
mimicking his earlier experience.  He 
requested we return him to his truck, and 
he would seek medical attention if no 
improvement was noticed.  Not wanting 
to cut down on our potential success, 
he was coached to remain vigilant for a 
while longer!  
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Glasses on a Pintail

 Now having 
earned a degree 
in Political 
Science in my 
school days and 
having observed 
s e l f - c e n t e r e d 
politicians over my 
years triangulate 
their stated views 
based on public 
perception and 
usually ignorance 
within the herd, 
my childhood Christian values surfaced, 
and	 I	 volunteered	 to	 drive	 the	 afflicted	
home in his truck upon exiting the blind!  
The high road had been taken and the 
other hunter complied with the request 
to	return	the	afflicted	to	his	 truck.	 	The	
afflicted	 refused	 my	 assistance	 as	 he	
felt he could manage and besides he 
had his phone handy if his condition 
worsened!  His gear was loaded, and he 

was transported back to his truck.
 In the interim, being Obsessive 
Compulsive with a passion for the 
organized, I began to police the blind 
for clean-up in their absence.   A glint 
of	 light	 reflected	 from	 the	 floor	 as	 if	
broken	 glass	 littered	 the	 blind	 floor.		
Upon closer examination the source 
of this light was a single bifocal lens 
from a pair of glasses.  A call was to be 
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WWW.HOFSTATTERMATERIALS.COM

Email: hms@mtco.com

Office: 309-367-6000
Kraig Hofstatter- Owner

205 Center St. Metamora, IL
Located on the West Edge of Metamora

placed to the departing hunter, but his 
number was not in my possession.  At 
this time the returning hunter motored 
up and into the blind.  Did he have the 
number?   Yes and since his frames 
had lenses intact we surmised the lens 
belonged to the departed.  We surmised 
the lens had popped out during the 
transfer of gear into the blind under the 
cover of darkness.  My partner called the 
departed with instructions to check his 
glasses.  The response was immediate!  
You could sense the embarrassment over 
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the phone!  His earlier symptoms had 
been purely psychosomatic but highly 
understandable under the circumstances! 
	 Having	empathy	for	the	afflicted	and	
my decision to offer assistance may have 
offered a glimpse into my better nature 
but in reality – I did not want to disrupt 
our hunt either!  The old adage is true; 
“you can judge a man’s true character 
after only a few hours in the duck blind”.  
My apologies to those involved as we all 
far short of the ideal.

STEVEN PLANK
359 N. CR 475E • Arthur, IL 61911

Phone: 217-268-4569
Fax: 217-268-4568

ANTHRACITE COAL
WOOD PELLETS
ENVIRO BRICK
WOOD, COAL, PELLET & GAS STOVES
BOILERS, FIREPLACES & INSERTS
CHIMNEY & HEARTH ACCESSORIES
HOT WATER HEAT SYSTEMS
HITZ HALTER INSULATION
STALL GRID
SALES & INSTALLATION

YOUR ONE-STOP ALTERNATIVE HEATING SHOP

Sunrise on the Marsh

Gunner in his 
Snow Goose Camo

Jacob Gessford with 
his dog Gunner.



Computerized Diagnostics

Mechanical Repair

Welding • Trailer Repair

Boat & RV Winterizing 
& Storage

JEFF SCHROCK, OWNER

AUTOMOTIVE • TRUCKS • BOATS

309-965-2020
SchrockRepair.com

1422 US Hwy 150 • PO Box 10
Goodfield, IL 61742

THE RUNNER KIT
 Putting together a basic, coverall 
tackle bag, separate from the full 
compliment of bags, is always a good 
idea to have for last minute trips, or 
when a lot of tackle isn’t needed.  In 
these tackle bags there are usually 
stowaway type tackle boxes, with 
several different types of lures, one of 
which I have as a “runner kit”, made 
up of Road Runner heads and different 
types of bodies.
 The 3700 box of Road Runners 
and bodies can be used along with all 

the other tackle, or in many cases can 
be	 removed	 and	 carried	 alone	 to	 fish	
shore line areas where it makes it easier 
to go on foot.  It can also reduce tackle 
significantly	for	small	2-man	boats.
 Do to the fact that Road Runners 
are an all-around species lure, if the 
kit is put together with the right size 
heads, and different bodies it can be 
used as a true multi-species kit.  Mine 
is	 outfitted	 to	 catch	bass	 and	panfish,	
but can also work for walleye, white 
bass, and in the right conditions, 

catfish	and	carp.	 	Yes,	carp,	as	I	have	
caught many in Bull Shoals Lake on 
a 1/8-ounce Road Runner head with a 
white twister tail.
 The following is how I have my 
kit put together in a single, 3700 Plano 
Stowaway tackle box.

HEADS
 For heads I use 3 sizes (1/16, 1/8 
and ¼ ounce) in the original design, and 
1/4-ounce in the Casey’s Runner Head 
model.  Colors are a simple selection 
of white, chartreuse, orange and black 
for original Road Runner heads, and a 
variety of natural colors for the Runner 

Head. Blades are Colorado and willow.
 Selecting head sizes and blade 
patterns in the original style, is mainly 
up to each angler.  Mine is normally 
Colorado blades when I want more 
vibration,	 or	 fishing	 for	 panfish.		
Willow blades always seem to work 
best in clear water and stop-and-go 
retrieves	when	the	blade	flutters	on	the	
fall during the stop.  These are used in 
sizes to match the body, as the weights 
are normally larger for larger bodies.
 The Casey’s Runner Head is a 
little different, with different colors, 
a larger hook and ball bearing swivel, 
making them more in tune with bass.
 As for colors, I like to match and 
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VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

A “Runner Kit” Plano 3700 Stowaway, 
which will soon be switched to a new 
waterproof Edge box with one-handed 

opening, is filled with a selection of Road 
Runner heads and soft plastic bodies.

Using an extended index finger 
with an open face spinning reel 

to bump the line as it is retrieved,
 is the basic method 

for finger jigging.



mix with the color of body, but mainly 
when I’m using chartreuse, white or 
black bodies.  For the colors like Green 
Pumpkin, I tend to lean towards using 
a chartreuse or black head.  A Natural 
Forage Baits Green Shad Swim Bait, 
FT-Shad, Lil Killer or Drop Shad; and 
B-Fish-N Oyster Pulse-R, Ribb Finn or 
Moxi will normally be a white head for 
Road Runner heads and matched as close 
as possible to one of the color varieties 
available in Casey’s Runner Head.

BODIES
 Bodies are a selection of an 
angler’s favorite that works well with 
jigs.  It helps if they have some sort of 
action, like a twister or swim tail, but 
a	straight	 tail	 that	flips	around,	 like	a	
NFB Drop Shad, is also a good choice.
 Here are some of the main 
selection of bodies and how I have 
them paired:
 For a ¼-ounce original Road 
Runner and Casey’s Runner Head, 
in addition to the bodies already 
mentioned, I would use a Havoc 
Deuce, Mannipulator Twin Tail grub 
and 4” K-Grub.
 A 1” to 2” twister tail grub, NFB 
T-Shad, 2” Augertail Grub and 2” 

Power Minnow would be used with 
1/16 and 1/8-ounce heads.

TECHNIQUE
 As I have said many times in the 
past, the Road Runner is a coverall 
lure.  It can be used like a spinnerbait 
or jig.  So, techniques follow those 
types of lures.
 In most cases a steady slow 
retrieve, which keeps the blade turning 
and the body’s action swimming will 
work perfectly.  However, many times 
a slow “rip-and-pause” retrieve, of 
about two to three feet of a side sweep 
of	the	rod	between	pauses,	will	out	fish	
all others.  I have had great luck using 
this retrieve with the Havoc Deuce as 
the body, where the twin legs swim 
and	blade	flutters	on	the	fall,	during	the	
pause.  In fact, it seems like this type of 
retrieve works best with any body that 
has twin legs, or one that is a swimbait 
with good tail action.
 Another very good retrieve, 
especially when using a smaller head 
with a T-Shad or 2” Power Minnow, is 
“finger	jigging”.		For	those	of	you	who	
are not familiar with this technique, 
it is used with an open face spinning 
reel,	where	the	index	finger	is	pointed	

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Dave’s Trading Post, 
Coin & Pawn

309-353-7522

Diamond Rings
Jewelry

Gold & Silver
Coins 

Antiques • Indian Relics

Reloading Supplies Galore • Ammo

www.davestradingpostpekin.com

333 Derby Street, Pekin, IL 61554
Hours: Mon – Fri. 10am – 5pm • Sat. 10am – 3am • Closed Sundays

Layaway Available
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downward and line hits it as it is being 
retrieved.  This makes the lure have a 
constant bounce, which works much 
better than placing the action with the 
rod tip and can be controlled easier 
by adjusting the speed of the retrieve 
and	 bend	 of	 the	 finger.	 	Video	 about	
this retrieve is on the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ 
Tales® channel found on You Tube 
(www.youtube.com/dansfishntales) 
and Full30 (www.full30.com/channel/

dans-fish-n-tales)	Internet	networks.
 If you have questions about this 
article	or	another	fishing	subject,	drop	me	
a line through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® 
website at www.dansfishntales.com.
 Until next time, get out on the 
water,	and	enjoy	a	great	day	of	fishing.

A nice chunky bass caught on a Casey’s 
Runner Head rigged with a shad color 

Natural Forage Baits Swim Bait.

This 5 ½ pound bass was caught on a 
¼-ounce, chartreuse Road Runner head with 

willow blade and a Havoc Deuce for the 
body, using a slow rip-and-pause retrieve.
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OPEN HOUSE THE WHOLE MONTH OF MARCH

700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421 • www.BuellsMarine.com

10% OFF ALL ACCESSORIES
*Some Restrictions Apply*

WE STOCK A LARGE DISPLAY OF 
JON BOATS, BASS BOATS & PONTOONS!

Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

FACTORY INCENTIVES ON BOATS & MOTORS . . . ASK FOR DETAILS!
FIND CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST SELECTION OF BOATS & MOTORS WITH A LARGE ACCESSORY DEPARTMENT!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

2021 Lowe ST175

2021 Ranger RT 178 2021 Ranger RT 178C 2021 Ranger RT 188DC

ONLY 1 AVAILABLE

2021 Lowe SS230 WT

ONLY 1 AVAILABLE ONLY 1 AVAILABLE

2021 Lowe Jon Boats- 10’ to 20’ models

25 Jon Boats in Stock

2021 Lowe SS190

The Lowe Boats we have in Stock will be the only Lowe Boats we can receive this season. 
Come see us today so you don’t miss your chance at a new 2021 Lowe Boat.

FREE COFFEE, SODA AND COOKIES ON SATURDAY’S DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH
Several Outboards Available 15hp – 115hp

Call for a Private 
Appointment or Come 

in and see us Today
SUMMER 

HOURS STARTING 
IN MARCH

 M-F 8am – 5pm, 
Sat. 8am – 1pm 

or by Appointment



This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks 

of October 15-31, 2020; however, it 
does not include all actions taken by 

the Office of Law Enforcement. 
Northwest Zone – Captain Laura 
Petreikis District 1 – Sgt. Tony Petreikis 
(Counties: Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, 
Lee, Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, 
Stephenson & Whiteside) 
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri and CPOT Thompson patrolled 
Johnson Sauk Trail State Recreation Area for 
deer hunters. Two hunters from Kewanee, IL 
were issued written warnings for failure to 
sign in as required. 
JODAVIESS COUNTY 
CPO Peecher performed a waterfowl detail 
with USFWO Bauer for the waterfowl 
season opener. CPO Peecher issued 3 
citations and seized 1 unplugged shotgun, 

6 unlawfully taken ducks, and 9 rounds of 
toxic shot. 
OGLE COUNTY
 CPO Beltran worked a pre-dawn detail 
at Lowden Miller State forest looking for 
deer and upland game violations. A citation 
for blaze orange was written and a citation 
for no habitat stamp. Other violations were 
noted and recorded. 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 
CPO McKune made the arrest of a Rock 
Island County man for deer hunting from a 
vehicle at night with the use and aid of lights. 
Violations included but were not limited to 
Unlawful Attempt to Take Whitetail Deer, 
hunting with the use or aid of a Vehicle, 
hunting with the use or aid of Lights, 
Possession of an Uncased Crossbow, hunting 
with no Hunting License, hunting without 
Permission and Hunting Deer outside of 
Legal Shooting Hours. A total of 10 citations 
and 8 written warnings were issued. 
CPO Posateri and CPOT Thompson 
responded to a boat accident on the 
Mississippi River at Sunset Marina. An 
operator from Minnesota was pulling into 
a boat slip but overcorrected causing the 
boat to collide with another parked boat. No 
injuries accrued and a report was completed. 
CPO K. Williams and CPO Jamie Posateri 
performed a Waterfowl Detail on Pool 
16 of the Mississippi River. A group of 
hunters were found to be in violation of 
failure to maintain separate bag limits of 
waterfowl. Other license violations were 

found throughout the checks. 
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties: 
Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam 
& Winnebago) 
BOONE COUNTY 
CPO Michael Alvarez- Gerbino conducted 
sport	 fishing	 checks	 at	Baumann	Park	 for	
the fall trout opener. He observed a group 
of	 fishermen	 leave	 an	 abundance	 of	 sport	
fishing	devices	unattended	in	the	water.	The	
group had left the devices un-manned for 
over an hour. Written warnings were issued. 
BUREAU COUNTY 
CPO	 Wagner	 while	 checking	 fisherman	
along Illinois river near Spring Valley found 
individual to be in possession of short walleye. 
Individual was cited for the violation. 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Kaufman received the disposition 
on a short Smallmouth Bass case he 
made	 in	May	2020.	The	fisherman	had	5	
short smallmouth bass. He plead guilty in 
LaSalle County Court. He was ordered to 
pay	$397	in	fines,	fees,	and	restitution.	
CPO Kaufman responded to a call of a 
domestic dispute at local grade school. A 
biological father was at the school wanting 
to pick up his son after school on a Friday. 
The biological mother’s boyfriend was 
there and didn’t want to father to take the 
son. The men were calm and civil to each 
other. CPO Kaufman determined there 
was no court ordered visitation rights. The 
school	 confirmed	 the	 son	was	allowed	 to	
be released to the biological father. The 

young man went home with his father. 
CPO Kiprono patrolled Allen Park in 
Ottawa	 conducting	 fish	 compliance	
checks. CPO Kiprono discovered a short 
walleye in possession by a Chicago man. 
The	fish	was	returned	to	the	Illinois	River	
and	the	fisherman	cited.	
CPO Kiprono and CPO Workman were 
conducting waterfowl enforcement on the Fox 
River via kayaks. CPO Kiprono conducted a 
compliance check on one of three hunters in 
a duck blind when she discovered one hunter 
with an unplugged shotgun. The man did not 
have his FOID card in his possession either 
when required. It was then discovered the 
hunter had a revoked FOID and was not to 
be	in	possession	of	any	firearms.	The	firearm	
was seized and returned to its owner and the 
man was cited. 
PUTNAM COUNTY 
CPO Wagner while conducting waterfowl 
enforcement on Senachwine Lake cited 
individual for being in possession of lead shot. 
While on patrol in Putnam County, CPO 
Stanbary located a bowhunter near the 
Illinois River who was hunting during the 
Youth Firearm Deer Season with no blaze 
orange on. During a compliance check, the 
CPO also discovered the hunter had no 
valid habitat stamp for the 2020 season. A 
written warning and citation were issued to 
the hunter for the violations. 
CPO’s Stanbary and Wagner conducted 
waterfowl enforcement on Illinois River 
in Marshall/Bureau and Putnam Counties. 
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1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com

SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS
BOATING ACCESSORIES

BAIT & TACKLE
BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER



CPO Reports . . . continued
CPO Stanbary issued a citation to a 
waterfowler who was found to have no 
wearable PFD’s for himself or his three 
passengers. During a waterfowl compliance 
check, a hunter was found with no Federal 
Duck Stamp and another hunter was cited 
for operating an unnumbered watercraft. 
The vessel’s registration had been expired 
for 3 years. A written warning was issued to 
a boater for multiple equipment violations. 
During the detail, a total of 5 citations were 
issued and 2 warnings.
WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
CPO Michael Alvarez- Gerbino and CPO 
Randy Leannah were dispatched to a shot 
fired	 call	 in	 Rock	 Cut	 State	 Park.	 Upon	
arrival they discovered it to be 3 subjects 
lighting off bottle rockets. A citation was 
issued. 
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: 
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, 
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Warren & Woodford) 
HENDERSON COUNTY 
CPO McKune and CPO Elliott conducted 
waterfowl enforcement on Mississippi 
River Pool 18/Henderson Creek State 
Fish and Wildlife Area. 1 citation for an 
unplugged shotgun and multiple warnings 
were issued for various violations. 
CPO Elliott completed an investigation 
involving the unlawful take of two 
whitetail deer by use/aid of bait. CPOT 

Hopper, CPO Lazzell, and CPOT Vik 
assisted with the investigation. As a result 
of the investigation, three subjects were 
found to have hunted over bait and two 
admitted to the unlawful take of deer 
by use/aid of bait. One large 11 pt. buck 
and one doe were seized, and all subjects 
received proper enforcement action. 
CPO Elliott and McKune completed 
an investigation into the complaint of a 
woman raising a pet raccoon. The female 
subject admitted to possession the raccoon 
but informed the CPO’s she had turned it 
over to a properly licensed rehabilitator. 
Proper enforcement action was taken. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO Finn and CPOT Hopper were 
checking	 fisherman	 at	 Powerton	 Lake.	
They	 observed	 two	 fishermen	 to	 be	
unlawfully	 snagging	 for	 fish.	 They	
approached and addressed the snagging 
and as well as other illegal bait issues. 
The	 two	 fisherman	 received	 citations	 for	
snagging and warnings for using illegal 
bait and dumping bait into the lake. 
Northeast Zone – Captain Jed Whitchurch 
District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber (Counties: 
Kane, Lake & McHenry) 
KANE COUNTY 
CPO Iaffaldano conducted two unlawful 
trapping investigations of Squirrel and 
Raccoon. One encounter resulted in 1 
ticket and 3 written warnings while the 
other incident continues to be investigated. 
LAKE COUNTY 

CPOs Kelley and Davis checked waterfowl 
hunters on the Chain O Lakes and dealt 
with complaints about hunters shooting 
from a boat, as well as a group of hunters 
shooting over State property. 1 citation and 
5 written warnings were issued. 
MCHENRY COUNTY 
While checking a group of waterfowl hunters 
who	 were	 hunting	 out	 of	 a	 field	 pit,	 CPO	
Winters observed a large amount of corn 
all around the pit and full corn cobs mixed 
within the decoys. The hunters also had one 
pile of geese amongst 4 hunters. All four 
were issued citations for unlawfully hunting 
waterfowl over bait and written warnings for 
failure to maintain separate bag limits. 
District 3 – Sgt. Dave Wollgast (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall & Will) 
KANKAKEE COUNTY 
CPO Farber conducted road hunting 
enforcement in Southern Kankakee 
County. A vehicle was observed traveling 
at a slow rate of speed near a Nature 
Preserve late in the evening. CPO Farber 
observed the operator of the vehicle shine 
a	 partially	 harvested	 corn	 field	 with	 a	
helmet mounted spotlight from the motor 
vehicle.	A	traffic	stop	was	conducted,	and	
the driver was found to be in possession 
of	a	uncased/	loaded	.22	rifle.	Enforcement	
action	 was	 taken,	 and	 the	 .22	 rifle	 was	
seized as evidence. 
KENDALL COUNTY 
CPO Anderson handled a complaint of a bow 
hunter hunting the Kendall County Forest 
Preserve who utilized surrounding private 
property to remove his deer more easily. 
After speaking with both parties, the private 
landowner agreed not to have the hunter 
arrested and the Kendall County Forest 
Preserve	sent	out	notification	to	all	their	hunters	
to respect the neighboring property owners. 
WILL COUNTY 
While patrolling a rural area in Will County, 
CPO Prasun observed a suspicious vehicle 
and	 conducted	 a	 traffic	 stop	 on	 it.	 It	was	
determined the individual was looking for 
deer while there was an uncased crossbow 
in the vehicle. The subject was cited for 
having an uncased bow in a motor vehicle. 
CPO Honiotes is working with the Army’s 
Joliet Training Area and IDNR Biologists 

to alleviate complaints of waterfowl 
hunters hunting too closely to each other in 
some of the State Blind Sites and the legal 
process for setting up these sites. 
CPO Honiotes and CPO Prasun are 
investigating a complaint of swans being 
shot by waterfowl hunters in a private club 
in Will County. The complaints are coming 
from disputing property owners. An 
injured and dead swan was recovered, and 
the investigation is pending into who the 
hunters were who shot the swans as well 
as other waterfowl violations. Anyone who 
has any information or witness’s wildlife 
violations should contact the TIP Hotline 
or their local CPO. 
District 4 – Sgt. Mooi (Counties: Cook 
& DuPage) 
Central Zone – Acting Captain John 
Williamson District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers 
(Counties: Adams, Brown, Calhoun, 
Greene, Hancock, Jersey, Macoupin, 
Pike & Schuyler) 
GREENE COUNTY 
CPO Olroyd was conducting a roadside 
hunter compliance check of several archery 
deer hunters in Greene County. During the 
check, a vehicle approached CPO Olroyd’s 
location. The driver of the vehicle was not 
wearing a seatbelt. After being approached 
by CPO Olroyd and being informed of the 
seatbelt	violation,	the	driver	fled.	CPO	Olroyd	
took the individual into custody shortly after. 
The individual was jailed and issued citations 
for several Illinois Vehicle Code violations, 
fleeing	 and	 eluding,	 and	 possession	 of	
ammunition by a felon. CPO Olroyd continues 
to patrol Greene County for violations. 
District 10 – Sgt. William Gilmer 
(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
During the fall trout season, CPO 
Wahlbrink	 discovered	 a	 trout	 fisherman	
fishing	 without	 an	 inland	 trout	 stamp.	
During the compliance check, the 
fishermen	 handed	 CPO	 Wahlbrink	 a	
fishing	 license	 and	 a	 trapping	 license.	
After a brief interview, CPO Wahlbrink 
determined the individual was not a trapper 
and had received the license by mistake. 
The	 fishermen	 attempted	 to	 purchase	 a	
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Office: 217-895-2677 • Cell: 217-246-7470
610 East 5th St. Neoga, IL 62447 • Exit 177 off I-57 to Neoga
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and Chukars

We Specialize in High 
Quality Hunting in 

Normal Field Conditions

Call to Book 
Your Hunt Today

JOES BOATJOES BOAT
COVERSCOVERS

www.joesboatcovers.com

Open 7 Days a Week! All Year - Call Any Time!
All of our Covers are Custom Made 

Right Here In Our Shop
Most Covers Finished in 3 to 4 Days

Call for the Lowest Price with Highest Quality!
Call Joe @ 217-632-2210 

or Mobile # 217-891-0737
14245 Boy Scout Trail, Petersburg, IL 62675



YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen 
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. 

Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!

Three Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • BloodThree Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • Blood

PREMIERE VIDEOS

Contact us for Pricing & Scheduling!
Kenny: 309-613-4997 • Harry: 309-360-0487

Email: ken@spotwiz.com

Training Videos • Weddings
Social Events • Commercials

Infomercials • Documentaries

Our credits include Television Shows on ABC, PBS & Discovery Networks, 
History Channel, HGTV & many feature films. We also produce Adventure 

Sports Outdoors TV for Channel 47 . . . on the air for 23 years!

QUALITY SOUND & VIDEO IS OUR BUSINESS WITH FAST TURNAROUND. 
DVD’S BY BULK AVAILABLE.

trout stamp but was instead sold a trapping 
license by the vendor. The individual was 
issued a written warning and allowed to 
continue	 fishing	 after	 purchasing	 a	 trout	
stamp online. 
LOGAN COUNTY 
CPOT Stephen Meinders and CPO Matt 
Graden concluded an investigation into 
the	 unlawful	 dumping	 of	 a	 whole,	 field	
dressed, whitetail deer carcass. The 
investigation determined, the whitetail doe 
fawn had been legally taken by a hunter, 
in DeWitt County, and gifted to a twenty-
four-year-old Decatur man. The recipient 
of the deer decided he did not want to have 
the deer processed for human consumption. 
Instead, he decided to dump it in a ditch, 
in Logan County, without harvesting any 
of the usable meat. The Decatur man was 
cited for Wanton Waste of Whitetail Deer. 
District 11 – Sgt. Dan Greuel (Counties: 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, 
Edgar, Moultrie & Shelby) 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
During the start of fall harvest CPO Hyatt 
received calls with information regarding 
some possible baited areas. 
CPO Mieure while conducting waterfowl 
enforcement at Lake Mattoon issued three 
Mattoon men written warnings for failure 
to maintain separate bags and one of the 
individuals also received a written warning 
for no battery cover on their watercraft. 
DOUGLAS COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt received a call from Walnut 

Point State Park staff regarding an out 
of state visitor but wanted to hunt and 
presented Illinois information. Contact was 
made with individual and it was learned he 
was driving company vehicle with out of 
state information. 
EDGAR COUNTY 
CPO Miller issued a written warning 
to a motorist who had struck a deer for 
unlawful	 discharge	 of	 a	 firearm	 upon	 a	
highway. The motorist was instructed to 
call law enforcement in the future for the 
dispatch of any injured deer. 
CPO Miller issued a written warning to 
a motorist for unlawful take of a roadkill 
bobcat. 
SHELBY COUNTY 
CPO Moody received a complaint of a 
man trespassing while bowhunting in rural 
Shelby County. CPO Moody waited for 
the man to exit the timber. At dark the man 
appeared out of the woods. Upon seeing 
CPO Moody the man took off running 
through the neighboring timber. CPO 
Moody later contacted the man and cited 
him for hunting without permission and 
issued multiple written warnings. 
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson 
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, 
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, 
Piatt & Vermilion) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Ausmus observed a subject riding an 
ATV in a county owned parcel of woods. 
CPO Ausmus made contact with the 

Clinton man, who admitted to retrieving 
his deer from the property but claimed he 
had permission. The deer was back at the 
vehicle and was untagged. The hunter was 
cited for failure to immediately tag and 
issued written warnings for other violations. 
CPOs Ausmus, Viverito and Capt 
Williamson investigated a car with out of 
state plates parked well off the pavement 
down a hiking trail. The CPOs made contact 
with a couple that were primitive camping 
and had parked there to access the area. 
The Chicago man was issued a citation 
for driving off the roadway and written 
warnings for failure to pay for site by 3pm. 
While	conducting	fishing	compliance	checks	
at Clinton Lake, CPO G. Anderson observed 
multiple	 violations	 of	 the	 fish	 code.	 CPO	
Anderson issued a citation for possession of a 
short largemouth bass, and written warnings 
for	fishing	in	a	restricted	area.	
MCLEAN COUNTY 
Conservation	 Police	 Officer	 Trainee	
Stephen Meinders entered Phase Two of the 

Conservation	Police	Officer	Field	Training	
Program. He will be working, in McLean 
and surrounding counties, with CPO Graden 
until approximately October 31 at which 
time he will start training alongside CPO 
Brook Stanbary. CPOT Meinders and CPO 
Graden are actively investigating multiple 
complaints: Hunting Without Permission, 
Criminal Trespass, Hunting Whitetail Deer 
by Use/Aid of Bait, and Whitetail Deer 
Permit Fraud. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
While patrolling State Lands in Vermilion 
County, CPOT Longley and CPO Sanford 
were	 called	 to	 a	 traffic	 crash	 which	
occurred on State property. Arriving on 
scene, CPOs observed a pickup truck 
with	 significant	 damage	 to	 the	 front	 of	
the vehicle parked in the middle of the 
road. The vehicle collided with a closed 
park gate and ripped it out of the ground. 
As	 CPOs	 identified	 the	 driver	 and	 took	
his statement, CPOs noticed signs of 
impairment. CPOT Longley conducted the 

BLUE RIDGEBLUE RIDGE
CUSTOM BOATSCUSTOM BOATS

618-535-5600618-535-5600
BlueRidgeMetal@frontier.comBlueRidgeMetal@frontier.com

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 4:00pm • Saturday 7:00am – 12:00pm
Sunday Closed

Blue Ridge Road, Hardin, IL
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SPORTLAND LIQUORS
IN CHRISTOPHER, IL AT HWY 14W
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* FREE ICE *
WITH BEVERAGE PURCHASE
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LIVE BAIT • WORMS • CRICKETS
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FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE
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STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299
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8x20 - One Trip “New”
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plus tax & delivery
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TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
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SFST’s and the driver was arrested on DUI 
charges. A vehicle search was conducted, 
resulting in the recovery of one empty 
alcohol container and one open alcohol 
container. The driver was taken to jail 
where he was charged for felony Damage 
to Government Supported Property. 
South Zone – Acting Captain Eric 
Manker District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker 
(Counties: Bond, Clinton, Madison, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Randolph, St. 
Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias was called to a capsized boat at 
McNair campground located on US Army 
Corp of Engineer (USACOE) Property at 
Carlyle Lake. The boat was run aground 
on the beach and was taking on water due 
to high waves and rain. The owner was 
located and asked if he knew his boat was 
taking on water. The owner said he knew 
the boat was in trouble and he was making 
plans for recovery. The USACOE rangers 
wanted the boat removed fearing that the 
boat would take on too much water and 
drift underwater. The owner told the CPO 
that he had purchased the boat six months 
ago and he had not changed over the title 
nor had he registered the boat into his 
name. The USACOE and the CPO urged 
the boat owner to remove his boat from the 
water as soon as feasible. A citation was 

issued for no valid registration. 
RANDOLPH COUNTY 
CPO Ralph Sievers completed an 
investigation into reckless driving at the Wood 
Duck Marina Boat Access Area’s parking lot. 
In March 2020, a male subject was testing out 
his new equipment on his car that has been 
modified	for	drift	racing.	The	subject	had	his	
driving	filmed	and	 then	posted	 it	on	several	
social media sites. The subject was issued a 
citation for reckless driving. 
CPO Ralph Sievers observed parked in a 
closed campground at the World Shooting and 
Recreational Complex. Upon investigation it 
was	identified	that	the	subjects	were	training	
their beagles. A written warning was issued 
for driving into a closed campground. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Gerdes, CPO Liebl, and CPOT 
Binsbacher came to the aid of three 
fishermen	who	had	become	lost	on	Beaver	
Lake at the Peabody River King State Fish 
and	 Wildlife	 Area.	 The	 three	 fishermen	
departed the boat launch in their small 
vessel at approximately 5:00pm intending 
to return before nightfall, however they 
became confused by the numerous islands 
on	 the	 strip	mine	 lake	and	could	not	find	
their way back to the launch. One of the 
men was able to use his cellphone to call 
for help, and the CPO’s arrived a short 
time later. After a search of the lake via 
boat, the men were located and returned 
to	the	boat	launch.	The	fishermen	were	not	

injured and were glad to be off the water. 
District 14 – Sgt. Marc Folden (Counties: 
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jefferson, Perry, Saline & White) 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
CPO Skelton along with CPOT Engeldow 
issued 5 ATV rider’s citations for operating 
ATV’s on private property without permission. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Jourdan followed up on a complaint of 
a subject having a penned deer. The deer was 
found to be locked in a dog fence enclosure. 
The deer was released back into the wild. 
The subject was issued a written warning. 
CPO Jourdan cited a man at Rend Lake for 
snagging	fish.
 CPO Jourdan cited a deer hunter for riding 
an ATV on DNR Lands and possession of a 
bow that was not made inoperable. 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO Lewis arrested a Perry County deer 
hunter for driving while licenses suspended 
and transporting an uncased crossbow. 
Officers	Williams	 and	 Pankey	 responded	
to a hunting accident in Pinkneyville. 
Hunter was setting up tree stand when he 
suspected the cables broke causing him to 
fall and break his nose and ankle. Hunting 
incident report was completed. Hunter was 
not wearing a safety harness. 
District 15 – Sgt. Timothy Buhnerkempe 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 
Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 

Marion Richland, Wabash & Wayne) 
EDWARDS COUNTY 
CPO Skelton along with CPOT Engeldow 
issued a hunter a written warning for 
improper disposal of a deer carcass after 
he had processed the deer. 
EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
CPO Smith located a hunter who 
unlawfully killed a deer while hunting 
by the use of bait. The hunter received a 
citation and multiple written warnings. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt received a complaint of 
trespass in Wayne County. The trespasser 
was	 identified	 and	 issued	 a	 citation	 for	
hunting without permission 
District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor (Counties: 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope, Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 
MASSAC COUNTY 
CPO Wilkinson conducted a timber truck 
inspection. CPO Wolf cited a Kentucky 
man for driving a motorcycle on the Ft. 
Massac State Park Bike trail. CPO Wolf 
checked multiple archery hunters. 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Wilkinson has been conducting deer 
hunting investigations. While working 
deer hunters, CPO Wilkinson met a vehicle 
traveling 73 MPH in a 55 MPH with a 
large light bar activated on top of the cab. 
A stop was conducted and the operator was 
issued a citation for speed.
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217.342.6344 • www.lsmboats.com
712 E. Fayette Ave., Effingham, IL 62401

SERVING CUSTOMERS 
FOR 50 YEARS!
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LAKE SARA MARINA BOAT SHOW
MAKE MEMORIES...GO BOATING!

BOAT SHOW
MARCH 4TH – 7TH, 2021

THURSDAY – SATURDAY 
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SUNDAY 11:00AM – 4:00PM
VILLAGE SQUARE MALL

1910 S. BANKER ST., EFFINGHAM, IL
MASKS ARE REQUIRED
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Stop by for a FREE 
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Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website

NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!

GUN/AMMO SQUEEZE 
REDUX 2021

 Now that we have a new, more 
severe chronic shortage of guns and 
ammo (just like after Sandy H…), 
it is even more important to have a 
fine	 state	 of	 tune	 and	 alignment	 to	
help conserve the few shells that 
might be hard to replace. Ammo has 
either locally become unavailable 
or with major price increases and 
severe limits, plus online prices reach 
sometimes 5 or 10 times beyond usual, 
and gun prices sure have skyrocketed. 
We have probably 10+ million new 
gun buyers entering the market with 
even shooting ranges running out of 
shells for their rental guns.
 The importance of rejuvenating 

	 Note	 the	details	 of	fire	damaged	
guns as examples, from the lack of 
finish	on	the	rusted	metal	to	the	wood	
being charred. The plastic parts (plate/
grip cap/trigger guard) being melted 
and burnt in the lower example. This 
one also has mechanical parts exposed 
where the front of the stock is gone 
(blue arrow), though the springs still 
exhibit good tension. Both of these 
examples were de-rusted and painted, 
got replacement wood, and eventually 
economically returned to service. In 
the 25 guns that had been in an all-
consuming house blazing, 15 were 
worth the effort and viable to being 
made usable again. The rest were 
either of too-low value i.e. excessive 
repair cost vs. value when restored to 
operable mechanical condition, since 

mechanisms includes even the 
damaged ones judged capable of 
being safely returned to service, and 
shooters should consider stepping 
up maintenance to have the function 
and accuracy (or hit ability) be all 
that is possible and ensure getting the 
most	from	each	shell	fired.	If	similar	
shortages and price jumps for fuel 
happened, all would be having their 
cars in top tune. Their tires fully 
inflated	and	doing	the	best	to	combine	
as many errands as possible to stores 
and such into one carefully mapped out 
trip. Use that same mindset towards 
the	scarcity	of	firearms,	ammunition,	
and reloading components.

external restoration expense of even 
undamaged	economy	firearms	can,	by	
itself, exceed the market value.
	 During	 the	 house	 fire,	 all	 of	 the	
guns were in the attic of that 2-story 
house that burned down to char and 
cinders, so these guns caught in the 
collapse showed some dents and 
damage from striking and being 
struck by the framing etc. being joined 
into one wreckage pile smoldering on 
the ground. This jumble was picked 
through to recover these former 
heirlooms that varied in damage 
compared to a range between ashes or 
lightly toasted. Being inside gun cases 
in	a	pile	may	have	delayed	the	flame	
exposure to the ones not at the outside 
of the stack. The soft case linings 
may have had some insulating effect 
for certain ones so contained. Notice 
the bent stock bolt and fractured 
grip section (red arrow) of the upper 
example as one sign of the damage 
caused by the house collapsing.
 There are bound to be times where 
maintenance has a shortcoming, 
whether from time squeeze, distraction, 
or emergency that brings about a 
delay in treating some condition of 



crud or moisture exposure. If mud or 
crud gets into a mechanism and dries/
sets,	 mechanical	 difficulties	 can	 be	
expected and also may compromise 
the disassembly when effort towards 
correction is attempted. Moisture and 
blood can also create problems inside 
as	well	as	make	damage	to	the	finish,	
and delays in treating a good soaking 
are just as likely to make mechanical 
compromises as solids introduced 
inside, just is rust binding up the works 
instead of wheat stalks, for instance. 
If a bit more conscious effort can be 
mustered, there might be less careless 
exposures that need to be remedied 
and help keep these increasingly rare 
examples in running shape, just like 
collectors of old cars get more careful 
when they go driving by avoiding the 
rain and snow forecast conditions.
 Chronic deterioration is an even 
more important point to recognize, 
especially in the early stages before 
expensive repair is unavoidable. A 
small amount of surface rust being 
treated sure beats letting repeated 
rust become a heavy covering of 
pitted metal or rust holes in a fender. 
Noticing that some rust is happening 

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms. 

Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.  
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!

Ask about our Pet policy. 
Park near your room to unload fast & easy. 

Ice & Soda Available!  Restaurants & entertainment nearby. 

BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:

(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

in the chamber should spur the effort 
towards avoiding a re-occurrence. 
Failure to notice and reduce the 
rusting is what led to the chamber 
pitting seen in those 2 top images, 
and the low spot seen at the shadow 
edge is the sign that excess loss of the 
chamber wall has gone beyond the 
simple	fix	level	of	trying	to	polish	the	
rust pits away. No amount of precision 
hone or polish will bring back the size 
needed to work – even or especially 
if all of the pits are removed, since 
an oversized chamber allows too 
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GUNSMITHINGGUNSMITHING
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20+ Years
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P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010
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much swelling of the case head to 
permit many shell types to be reliably 
extracted.
 The second and lower portion of 
that image set is of the repair to the 
pitted chamber condition by boring 
the bad metal away and emplacing 
a sleeve that was sized to minimum 
chamber dimension and thus permit 
the maximum wear life from the 
rejuvenation process. This is not an 
inexpensive solution to a problem 
that could have been either avoided or 
greatly delayed. If some simple steps 
had been commonly taken that would 
have made this chamber rust become a 
rare situation, not a weekly reduction 
in the integrity of the chamber wall.
 Chamber rust is an avoidable 
issue, for the most part, just by 
cleaning the barrel immediately after 
cease	fire	is	certain.	Remember	when	
unable to clean the bore at once to 
leave the breech open and allow the 
powder gas to dissipate. Any moisture 
contained in the gas will likewise 
evaporate, not condense inside the 
closed bore. This was discovered 

long ago to cause chambers (and the 
adjacent breech end of the bore) to 
rust more than the rest of the bore, 
since the heavier wall of the barrel 
is the cooler portion of the barrel 
compared to the rest just blasted by 
the	 powder	 gas	 flame.	 The	 chamber	
is shielded from that exposure by the 
case or hull, so avoiding some of the 
temperature rise of the barrel - but 
the optimal place for condensation to 
collect on the interior. So, the simple 
cure is to leave the bore open while 
all the other packing is done and close 
the gun only when all else is ready 
and slip into the case at that time. The 
only thing that is worse than closing 
the breech immediately, is to then at 
once insert the gun into a gun case 
and seal in the moisture as completely 
as expected, so injury and insult and 
all that. Someone put the gun case 
under the bed afterwards?
 There is the explanation for 
avoidable excess chamber and bore 
rust and why it could have been a 
simple detail to remedy or greatly 
reduce the severity over time.



Part One of this series recorded the 
first	 six	months	 of	my	 gundog’s	 care	
and nurturing. In Part Two, I described 
my regimens and challenges regarding 
Stohon’s nutrition, training, and aiding 
devices in months 7-12. Today, in 
Part	 Three,	 our	 update	 reflects	 the	
reinforcement and maintaining of 
nutrition	 and	 field	 training	 as	 Stohon	
transitions into an adult German 
Shorthaired Pointer.

Maintaining Field Work
Formality vs. Fun                                                                                                                                               
 Coming off what I considered our 
first	and	successful	winter	hunt	season	
for my rookie, I worried my pup would 
lose everything he learned during the 
March to September hiatus. Whether 
you’re	 conditioning	 a	 flushing	 or	
pointing dog or working a retriever for 
waterfowl exploits, training can feel 
like a chore. Several knowledgeable 
pros reassured me to relax and just let 
my	companion	explore	-	with	all	five	
senses - the wonderments of spring 
and summer. 
 Exercise provides both a mental 
and physical steam blow for your 
dog, and GSPs need to sprint twice a 
day, or their energy and anxiety build. 
It also creates the perfect situation 
for interspersing actions you want 
to	encourage	 in	 the	context	of	 a	field	
situation. Like keeping your dog out in 
front of you, running/hunting between 
10 and 2 o’clock, and not letting him 
loop around covering the same parcel 
area twice. It’s a waste of your time and 
his energy, and reinforcing simple stuff 
like that pays off come hunt season. 
 Many hunting breeds are known 
for short attention spans, so formal 
training sessions should be kept to 
fifteen	 minutes	 a	 day,	 max.	 My	 wife	

took Stohy’s several-mile morning walk 
except for weekends, and I handled his 
evening	 field	 run	 and	 training	 stints.	
Teamwork makes a difference. 

Retrieving the Right Stuff 
 Unless you raise the upland variety 
or have a connection for barn pigeons, 
and I do not, the warm months make 
it almost impossible to train over live 
birds. I stuck with my Dokken Dead 
Fowl Trainer dummies as they make 
the best there is. A soft body is what 
a dog wants to grab. The hard plastic 
head and tail discourage extremity 
grabs. Rotating a rooster, bobwhite, 
ruffy, and drake into the playtime 
(with corresponding scents) kept 
the boredom down and his olfactory 
receptors primed. 
 Most states provide an opportunity 
to purchase a dog handler’s license 
through the DNR and work on private 
land. It is free in Indiana, but there is 
paperwork	to	file	and	a	few	regulations	
to follow. Come September, I was able 
to get ahold of some pheasants and 
work my dog for a new hunting buddy 
needing real practice after several clay 
simulations. The Cackle Box, made by 
Ruff Land Kennels, really made it easy 
to transport birds in the truck bed.
 Now, throwing a novice pointer 
into bodies of ice water for late-season 
divers’ missions is hard to endorse. 
Last summer, I wanted to have 
Stohon out on local lakes working 
on dummy retrieves. However, our 
state’s COVID-19 restrictions made it 
tough on travel and park visits, and the 
bacteria	 of	 dirty	 geese	 infiltrated	 our	
subdivision ponds. 
 Common in the Midwest, infected 
goose droppings are the source of 
the Eimeria (false) parasite or even 

IN STEP WITH STOHON                
RAISING A BIRD DOG,

PART 3: 13-18 MONTHS
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Campylobacter, often less severe but 
causing diarrhea. A more serious fungal 
infection is histoplasmosis. Hunting 
breeds like pointers, Weimaraners, 
and Brittanys are more susceptible to 
eating those feces, so watch for fever, 
depression, weight loss, and chronic 
cough; vague signs seem to stick around. 

Hunting Season
South Dakota
 While pointer breeds can most 
definitely	 water	 retrieve,	 there’s	 a	
whole different skill set to develop in 
a waterfowl dog, and I won’t elaborate 
out of honest ignorance. But the self-
control your buddy needs in waiting 
out long freezing stints – on blind, 
ground, or water - is nothing short of 
remarkable. Contrary to some trainers’ 
success, and understandable in southern 
weather, a GSP’s ADHD and short coat 

are not conducive to this activity. In late 
October, Stohon proved that morning 
number one over a prairie pothole in 
South Dakota. Without continuous 
movement, they cannot regulate and 
retain heat like a thick-coated Labrador. 
So, we stuck with our upland plans for 
the rest of the week. 
 You’ll hear me mention from 
time to time in articles that your dog’s 
seeming failures or confusions in the 
field	 are	 his	 master’s	 fault.	 Training	
Stohon	to	hold	firm	over	hunkered	birds	
was	barely	solidified	when	I	thrust	him	
into to chaos of South Dakota parcel 
pushes.	 I	 knew	 his	 first	 few	 hours	
might be a rough presentation to fellow 
hunters. I can’t blame the dog. 
 Once Stohon realized that ogling 
Sadie wasn’t producing pheasants, 
the peer pressure from labs Red and 
Tucker worked to his advantage. 

Once dialed-in, Stohon performed like a champ in South Dakota.



As the crew frantically zig-zagged 
cornstalks towering ten feet, rays of 
sunlight illuminated those golden jail 
cells that seemed to extend to eternity. 
He	turned	“all	business,”	flushing	and	
retrieving our limits without a hiccup 
the remainder of the trip. “Helluva’ 
dawg” was heard around the lodge 
fireplace	each	night.	

Illinois     
	 Friday	morning	 saw	 good	 flushes	
despite a three-man and one dog attempt 
on thirty acres. When our host had to 
skedaddle for matters that afternoon, 
my buddy and I took on the seemingly 
impossible task of covering seventy of 
the back eighty-acres. Stohy took such 
a bloody beating busting through the 
briars and broom grass that we doubted 
he’d recover for Saturday morning. 
 Seeing fellow GSPs working for 
his	master’s	quarry	flipped	a	 jealousy	
switch in demeanor. I strapped on his 
Bird Dog Armor Vest 2 from Lion 
Country Supply for extra protection. 
He hunted till sunset, retrieved our 
limits, and limped out an educated 
schoolboy. A rough, two-inch gash 
from the barbed wire fence exposed 

his wrist bone. Any other part of his 
body, and it would’ve been a staple job 
and vet run. 
 That November night, Stohon drank 
his	 first	 half-beer	 by	 ambushing	 my	
glass	with	Phil’s	help.	I	let	him	finish	the	
Boston Lager, and he slept like a baby. I 
guess we call that rite of passage. 

Maintaining Nutrition and 
Routine Care 
Nutrition
 “Research has proven that fat 
puppies are not healthy puppies,” says 
Karl Gunzer, Director of the Sporting 
Dog Group for Nestle Purina Pet Care. 
“Maintaining ideal body condition is 
key to encouraging proper growth in 
all puppies, especially large breeds and 
field	 dogs.	 Lean	 dogs	 live	 1.8	 years	
longer on average with less osteoarthritis 
and other ailments than heavier dogs. 
Find a dog food containing EPA, an 
omega-3 fatty acid, and glucosamine to 
help support joint health and mobility. 
Antioxidant-rich nutrition nourishes 
the immune system and helps defend 
against free radicals.” 
 Field trials or gundog, no matter 
the moniker, need adequate time 

to process their meals to help fuel 
metabolic needs, optimize oxygen 
metabolism for endurance, and 
maintain lean muscle mass. The right 
30/20 blend of protein-to-fat ratio on 
12-24 hours digestion time allows 
them	 to	 perform	 in	 the	 field	 without	

March 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  59

Diagnosis

ASE & Chevrolet Certified
Foreign & Domestic Automotive Service

Automatic Transmission Specialist
22165 IL Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568

Phone: (309) 925-5601
Cell: (309) 251-2426

Repair

BROOKS TRANSMISSION, INC.

Over 25 Years 
of Experience

Call Us & Save!

900 North Main Street, Dupo, IL 62239
618-286-5252 • Dupomarinecenter@gmail.com

www.dupomarinecenter.com

bloat or, even worse, torsion. Torsion 
is when gas rapidly builds, and the 
dog’s stomach turns over; fatal if not 
treated immediately. 
 A side note on gastric torsion: 
If your dog or breed is prone to this 
concern, there is a surgery remedy 

In Illinois, the author’s pointer wouldn’t let up till the sun was setting.
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(gastropexy) with stitching their 
stomach to the abdominal wall, 
eliminating that twist.  
 “Increasing your dogs’ intake 
by an extra cup or so the day before 
a	 taxing	 event	 is	 fine.	 However,	
performance dogs are at their best 
on an empty stomach,” says Gunzer. 
“Take along a small treat if you’re still 
working certain stimulus-response 
objectives but breaks for rest and 
water are all they’ll need nutritionally 
while hunting. After their exercise, let 
them wind down an hour or so before 
feeding them. You’ll notice they’ll still 
want water for some time afterward.” 

Vet Care and Field Care
 There are some considerations for 
vet care once you get your pup running 
fields	 and	woods.	 First,	 you’ll	want	 to	
keep up with routine vaccinations and 
meds for heartworm and tick. If you 
have to board your dog at another kennel 
or lodge during travel, make sure it was 
vaccinated against kennel cough. 
	 In	the	field,	you	need	to	know	your	
terrain and watch for potential pitfalls for 

excitable dogs. Garmin’s Pro 550 GPS 
provides simple, at-a-glance directional 
tracking up to two miles away using a 
built-in display. And while many owners 
and guides think a safety vest is silly on 
their partner, I’ve heard too many trauma 
stories – like impalement - that could 
have avoided this.  
 Keep a trauma kit in your vehicle 
and maybe a smaller version for your 
vest or backpack. Eyewash, antiseptic 
wipes, bandages, stapler, forceps, 
syringes, tourniquet, you get it. Check 
their entire body for cuts, thorns, or an 
embedded foreign body. Don’t forget 
to examine between his toe pads, 
legs, along his undercarriage, and 
inside his mouth. Check his eyes for 
signs of scratches. Watch for limping, 
avoidance, whimpering, or unusual 
aggression, all of which could be signs 
of a broken bone or a sprain. 
 Carry enough water to keep your 
dog hydrated and take shade breaks to 
prevent heatstroke. The signs include 
excessive	panting	or	drooling,	difficulty	
breathing, disorientation, vomiting, 
collapse, bright red tongue, and increased 
heart rate. Remember, the most essential 
tool in your vest is a charged cellphone 

Scott Cummings is an avid sportsman, 
educator, and nationally published 

freelance outdoors writer and 
photographer. National Wild Turkey 

Federation and Wildlife Forever 
named him their 2013, 

2014 Conservation Educator 
of the Year for his work in and 

out of the classroom. 

Unlike labs, acclimating to freezing water is tough on GSPs

In Step with Stohon Part 3 . . . cont.

with your vet’s number on speed dial.  
 If this article helped in your 
understandings and decision making 
towards owning a gun dog or even a 
German Shorthaired Pointer, check out 
Part 1: 0-6 months from March 2020, 
Part 2: 7-12 months from July 2020, 
and my last installment focusing on this 
particular breed coming out fall of 2021.

CHECKS MAILED TO: 19111 ALTENBURG ROAD, HARVARD, IL 60033
STUDIO ADDRESS: 1301 WEST DIGGINS ST., HARVARD, IL 60033
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309-688-8752

As I set around the 
fur shed talking 
to my trapping 
partner, he give 
me the idea for 
this month’s story. 
I hope you like it. 

Now I am not sure how many people 
can tell the difference between a coon 
trail and a deer trail. I want to start by 
saying do not get hung up in the thought 
that a deer is the only thing on a deer 
trail and that a coon is the only thing on 
a coon trail. The reason I say this is that 
I have had some really cool surprises 
when checking my body grips. Some 
of the catches that stick out to me are 
the coon trails around the corn and 
bean	fields.	 I	 just	 knew	 that	 the	 coon	
trails would produce coons. But one 
day while walking around to check my 
traps I watched a red fox run down a 
coon trail and stick his head in a 220 
body grip that I had in place to catch 
coons. I caught a big buck mink one 
time that was carrying the mouse in his 
mouth that he had just caught. Now if 
you look at the tracks on a deer trail you 
will see that there is much more than 
deer using it. I have had some really 
tight places on some of these trails that 
allowed me to make a few sets for fox 
and coyote. They have produced many 
times.	Over	time	you	find	some	really	
cool catches that may surprise you. 
Some of them for me were a sauger in a 
110 that I had set for muskrats. A turtle 
or three that were in my body grips in 
coon trails.  A blue heron in a beaver 
traps set at the beaver dam cross over 
(he was fun to release). I have even 
caught some diving ducks in 330 body 
grips that were under water  by 3 foot or 
more. I have also caught many rabbits 
and squirrels in 220 body grips set for 
coon in those so called coon trails.  I 
think that the one that has surprised me 
the most up to now was the beaver I 
caught in a coyote set at the edge of 
a	 corn	 field.	 I	 have	 caught	 bullheads	
in 110 body grips set for muskrat, as 
well as crappie and bluegills. I would 
like to say I am a mink trapper but all 
my mink are caught in muskrat sets or 
220 body grip trail sets. I even caught 
a 4 pound bass in a 330 body grip that 
was set in a beaver channel. So, you 

By Neal Graves, Past President of the Illinois 
Trappers Association and Board Member

DIAMOND OR COAL
see where I am going with this, each 
and every day that you have traps out 
you	may	find	a	diamond	in	the	ruff	or	
a lump of coal. So please do not get 
caught up in saying it is a deer or coon 
trail. It is really in my book an animal 
trail as you can see from my catches.
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 A few years ago, Susie and I 
booked a several day trip to one of 
the	 dozen	 or	 so	 fishing	 resorts	 in	
the Northwest Angle of Minnesota. 
This	 would	 be	 our	 first	 trip	 to	 the	
northernmost point of the contiguous 
United States. I planned this trip for 
the	great	musky	fishing	in	this	area.	
Susie was just after walleye. We 
would both get what we wanted. 
 Just getting to our camp was 
an adventure. We passed the town 
of Baudette on the bottom end of 
Lake of the Woods. This is where 
we usually stop for our almost yearly 
fishing	outing.	We	kept	driving	west	
for maybe 30 miles to the town of 
Warroad where we would 
cross the border from 
Minnesota into Manitoba, 
Canada. This is a small 
crossing,	almost	no	traffic,	
and we were quickly 
across and continuing on 
our journey.
 Next came a scenic 
40-mile drive through 
Manitoba before once again 
having to cross the border 
back into Minnesota. We 
have visited Canada for 
almost 50 years, crossing 
the border many times, but 
this	would	be	a	first	for	us.	
The border crossing was a 
small building. We entered 

the designated door and noticed a telephone on the wall. The sign 
next to it indicated what to do next. 
 As near as I can remember, we picked up the phone and were 
connected to the border crossing center (U.S. Customs). We gave 
them our name, vehicle description, license number, where we 
were going, how long we would be in Minnesota, and maybe a 
couple	other	items.	We	finished	there	and	continued	a	short	ways	
before arriving at the boat dock where our hosts would pick us 
up to take us to the island resort where we were staying. After 
our visit was over, we reversed our route, made our phone call 
this time to Canada Customs telling them we were reentering 
Manitoba, and then, back to Warroad.
 This is the process almost everyone going to the Northwest 
Angle had to follow. At least until the Covid virus came along. 
In March of 2020, Canada closed its border to all travel except 
essential or medical reasons. Keeping the resorts operating was 
not, apparently, considered essential. Like elsewhere, small 
businesses were basically out of business. Especially if you were 
in an area where border crossing was a necessity. The summer of 
2020 threatened the livelihood of multi-generation resorts.
 While most of us “down south” were complaining about 
another cold winter, these hardy folks decided to do something 
to help keep their businesses going. They would bypass the 
border crossing by building an ice road from a resort just south 
of the Canadian border at Warroad to the Northwest Angle, never 
leaving Minnesota. The frozen Lake of the Woods would be the 
highway. The road took over $30,000 and 200 plus hours to build, 
stake	and	sign	before	the	first	customer	ever	drove	it.	Driving	over	
20 inches of ice, the business owners plowed the snow, laid down 
bridges across pressure ridges which caused large cracks in the 
ice, and created 22 miles of road.
 Then, the ice road ended and turned into about eight miles 
of	a	gravel	snowmobile	trail	through	the	forest.	This	trail	finally	
connected to the main road leading to the Angle. Due to the 
warm weather, the early January 2021 opening of the Northwest 
Angle Guest Ice Road was pushed back to January 18. Weather 
permitting, it will remain open until the end of March. 
 Maintenance is a daily problem. The camp owners use their 
pickup trucks with plows mounted to stay ahead of the snowfall. 
Even when it isn’t snowing, the wind across the ice creates 
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Trent Trudeau
217-791-4699

Subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel

THE ICE 
ROAD LEADS 
TO GREAT 
ICE FISHING
By Rich Creason

Picture of the border cut trail through forest 
as part of the ice road. Photos courtesy of 

Joe Henry, LOW Tourism Bureau



drifts which would close the road 
if not removed. The ice cracks can 
quickly appear and move, so the 
bridges have to be relocated to allow 
crossing these areas. Resort owners 
take turns driving the ice road each 
morning making sure conditions are 
good. Speed limit is 25 MPH.
 To cover the $1,500 per mile to 
build and maintain the road, a permit 
is required for use. The fee is $120 
per vehicle for a round trip pass to 
any of the land-based resorts at the 
Angle. It costs $145 per vehicle if 
you are going to one of the island-
based camps. A season pass cost 
$500.  While this might seem a bit 
steep, many regular customers are 
glad to pay this to be able to visit their 

favorite	spot	for	great	ice	fishing	and	
to help support the local businesses. 
Without this extra income, some of 
the long-time resorts might not be 
around next summer. As of February 
4, over 300 passes had been sold. 
For more information on the road 
or purchasing passes, just Google 
Northwest Angle Guest Ice Road.
 If you don’t want to drive the 
ice road, but still want to try the 
ice	 fishing	 in	 this	 area,	 check	 out	
the bombardier service (Lake of the 
Woods Passenger Service). This is 
like a big bus on tank treads which 
transports customers who would 
rather let someone else do the driving 
while they relax in the heated cabin. 
One can also travel across the lake 

on a 42-mile groomed and staked 
snowmobile trail. There is also a 
flying	service	which	lands	on	the	ice.			
 Unfortunately, very soon, the ice 
will be gone, and these camps and the 
100 or so permanent residents of this 
area will once again be hard to reach. 
Unless the Canadian border reopens 
soon, the Northwest Angle will only 

be	reached	by	float	plane	or	boat.	The	
lack	of	fishing	pressure	for	the	last	year	
means all of the walleye, northerns, 
and muskies living in this water are 
just getting bigger and hungrier. An 
ideal situation for an angler if you can 
find	a	way	to	get	to	them.
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.
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The Chetek Chain of Lakes
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Starting at $500.00 a week

See us at outersresort.com

“One of the best panfishing lakes in Wisconsin.”

Resort owners building bridges on ice road. Notice two bombardiers in background. Sign at beginning of ice road.



The New Legendary Suites at Woodland Resort will 
hold 2 and 3-bedroom suites with full kitchens. Book your 

dates for the summer in our new full kitchen suites!
A Family Owned & Operated Resort!

DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
(701) 662-5996(701) 662-5996

www.woodlandresort.com

TOP 10 REASONS TO STAY AT 
WOODLAND RESORT THIS 
SUMMER
1.  Devils Lake’s only full-service 

lakeside resort
2. Excellent fishing opportunities
3.  Convenient bait, tackle, and pro 

shop
4.  Well maintained rental boats 

and pontoons
5.  On-Site, full-service marine/    

atv repair shop
6.  Multiple types of lodging          

options available
7.  Incredible food and fun at       

Proz Lakeside
8.  Air-Conditioned First-Class      

fish cleaning stations
9.  Home to the World Famous  

Perch Patrol Guide Service
10.  Friendly staff all about you   

having a good time!
DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
Trophy Walleye, Pike, Perch & White Bass!

OTHER GREAT REASONS TO 
VISIT US:
1. Fully Guided Fishing Packages
2.  Bait, Tackle & Convenient store 

on site
3. Overnight RV Camping Available
4.  Full-Service Woodland Marine 

Shop
5.  Marina with Boat Ramp &  

On-Water Fuel
6. Ice Fishing Packages

HOME TO SOME OF THE AREA’S FINEST ESTABLISHMENTS
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on paper for you.  On my website, 
HuntingFit.com, I have years worth 
of info out there for you to peruse 
to help you get ready for your next 
adventure.  For this article though, I 
want to simply get you started.  
 Why as a hunter should you 
get	 on	 a	 fitness	 program?	 	 I	 could	
phrase that differently and ask 

why shouldn’t you?!?!  First and 
foremost, unless you’ve been living 
under a rock somewhere, the overall 
health	 benefits	 of	 exercising	 are	 so	
astounding and well documented 
we’d be silly not to try and better 
ourselves physically and mentally by 
adding exercise to our daily routines.  
 Please notice I included mental 

 Normally for ASO I tend to focus 
on	 hunting	 and	 fishing	 for	 article	
topics.  Today though, with Spring 
around the corner, I’d like to throw 
some	 outdoor	 fitness	 info	 down	

SPRING TIME 
IS THE RIGHT 
TIME
By Shawn Stafford - Owner, 
Hunting Fit
www.Huntingfit.com

health	 as	 a	 benefit	 and	 not	 just	
your muscular and cardiovascular 
systems.  With today’s stresses just 
burning some calories can reduce the 
burden and strain your daily activities 
put on you.  Also, the chemicals your 
body produces during exercise are 
great combatants of depression and 
anxiety.  If you deal with either of 

If you hope to find yourself in adventurous 
places like this shot from a Colorado elk 

hunt, you had better be starting your 
physical conditioning right now.

 Home workout areas don’t have to take up 
a ton of space or require large amounts of 

equipment.  Kettlebells are an excellent way 
to mix weight training into your routine.

After a good workout it’s hard not to be 
all smiles.  The rush and natural high can 
erase the memories of a bad day at work.
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those you know it’s no fun.  Why 
not do something that’s good for you 
anyway to minimize their negative 
impacts?  Another reason is the self-
esteem	 and	 confidence	 boost	 you’ll	
get.  You may be thinking, huh?  No 
way.  Trust me, you start working 
out, throwing some weight around, 
logging some miles, dropping some 
pounds, feeling good, looking good, 
you’ll	 find	 you	 have	 a	 little	 more	
hitch in your giddy up.  
	 Physically	you	can	find	yourself	
able to travel further in search of 
game.  By traveling further you’ll 
in turn be farther away from other 
hunters where animals favor to 
be.  The more distance you can put 
between you and other people the 
higher	you’ll	find	your	success	rates.		
So maybe you’re only hunting the 
standout back behind the house, 
why would traveling further be of 
benefit?	 	 In	 this	case	 it	wouldn’t	be	
so much about traveling further but 
more about having the stamina to 
stay on stand and focused during 
the hunt.  By being in top physical 
condition your body will have the 
ability to remain on point for long, 

cold weather hunts.  
 Something that you may not have 
considered is injury prevention.  By 
partaking in a stretching routine on 
a regular basis you will be reducing 
your risk of hurting yourself during 
the hunt.  If you’re like me, your time 
is extremely limited and therefore 
highly valuable, you can’t afford to 
waste a hunting opportunity on the 
sidelines with an injury.  How many 
times have you contorted yourself 
into an awkward position trying to 

get a shot on a deer or turkey?  How 
about transitioning from your ladder 
to the tree stand?  Or even worse 
yet, straining a muscle while loading 
a trophy buck into the back of the 
truck!  By keeping your muscle 
fibers	 nimble	 and	 flexible	 you’ll	 be	
more likely to avoid any debilitating 

injuries	in	the	field.				
 So, I’ve ran through the reason 
why, but how do you get started?  
This is the easiest part…just start 
moving.  Go for a walk.  Seriously.  
Find a road, sidewalk, school track, 

It doesn’t take much to find a 
spot to log some time or miles.  
In fact, sometimes you just have

 to blaze your own trail!

Sandbags are a fairly inexpensive and 
functional way to add resistance to your 
program.  Multiple lifts and exercises can 
be completed, many of which mimic what 

you will be experiencing in the field.

Stretching is a very important aspect of 
your exercise plan.  It will create more 
mobility in your movements as well as 

help mitigate potential injuries in the field.

continued on page 69
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IMAGINE . . .

“Luck favors the bold, I wonder if 
that also goes for the stupid?”

 Sorry I haven’t been writing 
like I should, but it seems I was a 
victim of writing and speaking freely 
in our new Liberal and Socialist 

 No, it’s not an AR-15, probably 
the	 only	 rifle	 I	 don’t	 have	 in	 my	
collection, not that I wouldn’t like to 
have one, it is a vintage bull barrel 
New England single shot. I mounted 
a Bushnell Banner 3x9 and found 
that	 this	rifle	was	a	near	 target	rifle.	
What I was looking for at the time 
was	the	same	rifle	in	22	Hornet	at	my	
local gun show but found through 
experimentation with handloads I 
could have 2 guns in one.
 I wanted a 52-grain bullet to go 
2300 feet per second. My normal 
load	for	this	rifle	spits	the	same	Speer	
TNT Varmit bullet out at 3200 fps 

 I have taken an oath as many 
Military Men and Women including 
both my parents. This states I will 
support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States and obey the 
orders of the President. I earned my 
Military Retirement and paid in for 
Social Security, with that the Oath 
I took has not expired. But I don’t 
have to always like it. OK, that’s 
boring, let’s talk about guns and stuff 
while we still can.
 I only got one deer this year, no 
real trophy, a small 5 point but tasty, 
nevertheless. What made it interesting 
was the fact I couldn’t get far from the 
house as I had a health problem, so I 
set up close to home with my ground 
blind. In Louisiana you can bait deer 
on private land, so I had my corn pile 
out near a brush pile. 
 I felt like going out 3 times 
during the season using my Henry 
rifles	 in	 30-30,	 6.5	Creedmoor,	 and	
45-70 but nothing showed up on the 
Wildlife Management areas. That 
caused me to hunt my at home stand. 
I had devised a 223 reduced load as 
an experiment; this comes to mind as 
I never used a 223 on deer.

THE 223/22 
HORNET
By John Simeone administration. Frankly, I’m not all 

that political but when it comes to 
legal gun ownership infringement 
from a bunch of lunatics, I will speak 
out. I’m not going to get radical about 
it but that being said chances are there 
are about 70 million individuals that 
might not see it that way.

A controversial shot but it worked 
nevertheless, that time.

The first deer taken with the prototype 140 
grain Lehigh Controlled Chaos bullet for 

the 30-30. The downloaded 52 grain Speer 
223 bullet did the same internal damage.
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making it a great coyote round but 
too explosive on deer. This means the 
fast light bullet would not get inside 
a deer sized critter and just cause a 
gaping crater type wound. Notably, 
I	couldn’t	find	any	data	on	a	reduced	
load. At that speed I surmised at 2300 
fps the bullet would get inside a deer 
and then expel all its energy into the 
vitals but wouldn’t over penetrate.
 Louisiana says you must have at 
least	a	22	centerfire	 to	hunt	deer.	A	
full power 223 with a 60 grain Nosler 
Partition bullet will work for general 
deer hunting but I didn’t want a loud 
bang in that area. What I needed was 
the little-known ballistic element 
known as “Dwell Time,” think of 
hang time as in basketball as the 
bullet does its work inside. This is 
the explanation that makes such 
rounds as the 45 ACP so effective 
terminally. Although the little 22 
bullet didn’t have weight and mass, 
it was designed to be fragmenting. 
In this case it just penetrated enough 
before coming apart.
 A reduced load can be dangerous 
with certain powders, so I was very 
careful. I decided on 8.6 grains 

of Tight Group, which is a pistol 
powder. Some will call me stupid, 
but I have to say this is exactly what 
I was looking for. And as luck would 
have it, it works.
 First the range test shot at 50 
yards were all in one little hole, 
which was hard to believe even for 
an old sharpshooter. There were no 
signs of excessive pressure, a light 
recoil and not much report. I then 
shot some plastic water jugs with 
both the 223/22 Hornet and hollow 

point from a 22 magnum. The 
expansion was just a little more with 
the 223, now it was time for game.
 I set up my Rhino blind 30 yards 
from the corn pile and was there just 
before daylight. Just like clockwork 
the little buck showed up and gave 
me a perfect broadside shot. I was set 
up for a head shot but he was moving 
too much so I went for a heart shot.

 I know what you’re thinking, you 
figure	I	would	be	chasing	that	deer	the	

rest of the day with no blood trail.I 
would most likely agree with you 
but at the shot that buck never knew 
what hit him. I have had a deer run 
50 yards with the same shot from a 
325 WSM but as of yet not with the 
223/22Hornet. I made a good forensic 
inspection and it looked like a hit with 
a 30-30. The right shoulder was almost 
unsalvageable, and the heart and lungs 
were beyond the means of medical 
science.  There was a small cut on the 
opposite side indicating a small sliver 
of bullet jacket got through. It was 
my 159th legal deer, number 157 was 
taken at the same location with the 140 
grain Lehigh 30-30 bullet. This bullet 
did exactly the same thing with the 
same results at 2400 fps.
 The load was found to be highly 
accurate at the range while during the 
several days of hunting I tried it on 
a Fox Squirrel when it was obvious 
no deer were going to show. It was 
a headshot that appears to have the 
same performance as a 22 magnum 
with a hollow point bullet. Notably, it 
was too much power for edible game 
and I was lucky again that I didn’t 
lose any meat for the gumbo pot.

 Comparison from Left to Right. 22 Long 
Rifle, 22 Winchester Magnum, 22 Hornet, 

and 223 Remington.

The 223 (L) is legal in Louisiana for deer 
but not recommended. A better minimum 

is the 30-30, while the 308 Winchester, 
some say is about perfect.

Devils Lake,
North Dakota

Established in 1998, the Eastbay Campground offers a quiet and 
relaxing atmosphere. New protected marina/harbor and modern cabins. 

You’ll find everything you need in one place! Sit on the beach, 
go fishing, watch the sunset, and listen to the crackle of campfire.

MODERN COZY CABINS
Two new large, modern cabins. 
Plus kitchenettes and single cabins 
also available. All units fully 
equipped with satellite TV, AC and 
grills. Complete with linens, paper 
products and cleaning service.

PROTECTED MARINA/FISHING
New protected marina/harbor with 
easy access to Devils Lake. Fish 
for walleye, perch, white bass and 
northern pike. State of the Art fish 
cleaning station. Plenty of room, 
hookups, fresh water and a grinder.

CAMPING
We offer electrical, water and 
conveniently located RV dump. 
Full-sized showers in restrooms 
with washer/dryer in convenience 
store. Sandy beach and playground 
for children under 10.

AMENITIES
• Protected Marina/Harbor • Bait Shop
• Convenience Store • Cement Boat Ramps
• Fish Cleaning • Seasonal/Overnight Camping 
• Laundry Facilities • Showers • Restrooms
• RV Dump • Boat Rentals • Fishing Licenses
• Sand Beach • Gas-Propane

Reservations: 701-398-5184
woodfarm@gondtc.com

www.eastbaycampground.com
Two New Large, Modern Cabins and a Protected Marina/Harbor
The Lake Region’s Premier Resort and Campground Destination

Open 
Year Round 

GREAT 
FISHING!
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 Do I recommend the 223 as a deer 
rifle?	Not	 really,	but	 it	worked	well	
that time in my own very specialized 
situation. It should be noted the load 
will not operate a semi-automatic 
rifle	 just	 to	 let	 you	 know,	 but	
it’s	great	 in	a	fixed	breech	gun.	My	
standard personal minimums on deer 
are the 30-30,6 .5 Creedmoor and 
the 357 Magnum depending on the 
range situation. No, I didn’t mention 
the 6 mm calibers, too many bad 
experiences that never seem to end.

 This particular load doesn’t use a 
lot of powder, so if you want to shoot 
it a lot at the range, it is economical. 
Speer bullets are cheap while in this 
case there is very little stress on the 
brass. Still, use at your own risk.
 Hunting ethics dictate serious 
soul searching before you use a 
223 on deer. (That also goes for 
extreme long-range hunting) Market 
hunters in Texas use the 22 Hornet 
for culling harvest and seldom have 
a problem timing head and neck 
shots.	That	 is	field	experience	I	can	
match with my own experience 
along with patience. It’s more than 
just	 being	 a	 good	 rifle	 shot,	 it’s	
the difference between a weekend 
plinker and a Marine Scout Sniper. 
You have to overcome the natural 
excitement known as Buck Fever. It 
can be done but it is rare....Pass it on.

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS  

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose 
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock! 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583
 hicksforguns@gmail.com • www.HicksforGuns.com

11/17/24- IL

COLOR

 Your Waterfront  
is OUR Business 

• Large Docks
• Small Docks
• Large shoreline solutions
• Small shoreline solutions
• Large dredging projects
• Small silt removal projects

We are prepared for any size  
waterfront solution you may need.

877-875-2463 Office • 309-678-2303 Mobile • Illinois City, IL 
Website: superiorseawalls.com • Email: dharper@superiorseawalls.com

Providing Dredging, Sea Walls,  
Shoreline Solutions, Silt Removal, Riprap,  

Docks, Barge service or any other  
small to large waterfront work.

Hydraulic dredging 

long reacH dredging 

erosion control 

Barge dredging 

small to large dredging

Booking for 2018 • Fully insured • 16 years experience • We complete all permits

Let our experienced staff  
customize a dredge plan for you!

The 223/22 Hornet . . . cont.

This was a perfect tight behind the 
shoulder double lung shot with a 6mm 
90 grain SST bullet. The buck traveled 
1000 yards and was almost lost. A 223 
doesn’t cut it on big deer. Good Shot 

placement is only the beginning.

It is difficult to measure an instant kill 
shot. For those that can handle a 45-70 

and make a good shot placement, DRT will 
become commonplace. Robert Ruark was 

right, “Use enough gun.”

Brad Dykes 
with a great buck 

harvested on 
October 18th

 in Marshall County.
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EXTREME SNOW GOOSE HUNTINGEXTREME SNOW GOOSE HUNTING

Show me your Snows OutdoorsShow me your Snows Outdoors
Hunting in Central IllinoisHunting in Central Illinois

Booking for February & MarchBooking for February & March
Hunt from Heated Pits • Hunting over 10,000 Full Body DecoysHunt from Heated Pits • Hunting over 10,000 Full Body Decoys

Find us on Facebook at “Rick Hamm Snow Fox”Find us on Facebook at “Rick Hamm Snow Fox”
and“Show me your Snows Outdoors”and“Show me your Snows Outdoors”

CALL RICK HAMM: 309-635-5200CALL RICK HAMM: 309-635-5200
www.showmeyoursnows.comwww.showmeyoursnows.com

LOCALLOCALLODGING
LODGINGAVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

treadmill, trail, whatever you got 
will work.  Start with a 20-minute 
walk and 5 minutes stretching each 
day.  As simple as it sounds, if you 
aren’t involved in a workout regime 
already, this will get you on the right 
path.  As you begin to get more and 
more comfortable with the routine 
up the time 5 to 10 minutes each 
week or month and stay with it.  Just 
this simple activity will begin the 
foundation for a healthier you.  
 As far as stretching goes, there are 
two types, static and dynamic.  Both are 
valuable and I would suggest starting 
your work out with dynamic stretches 
and ending with static.  Dynamic 
stretches will involve more movement 
where static will be performed in a 
more stationary manner.  There are 
hundreds of stretches out there but 
some of my favorite to get my blood 
flowing	are	arm	circles	(forward	and	
reverse), torso twists, and alternating 
toe touches.  I also like to do standing 
hip and knee circles (rotations) to get 

Spring Time Is The Right 
Time . . . cont.

those joint ligaments and tendons nice 
and warmed up.  Following a workout 
from a static perspective wrap things 
up with a hurdler stretch, quad stretch, 
and runners stretch to get those calves.  
So far everything I’ve suggested 
requires no equipment or investment 
on your part.  No excuses!
 If you graduate from the 
forementioned activities or already 
have an established routine and want 
to up your game I strongly suggest 
adding in some resistance training.  
This can include free weights, 
machines,	 flexible	 bands,	 sandbags,	
or whatever you have available.  I’ve 
used old tires at times to enhance my 
workouts so don’t limit yourself on 
options.  I won’t got into detail on 
what exercises you should do as you 
can check out my site or many others 
for options.  What I will tell you is 
that make sure you work equal and 
opposite muscles and include your 
whole body in your plan.  I.E., don’t 
just go in and bench press and do 
arm curls.  Do your squats, rows, and 
other core exercises to ensure you’re 
ready	for	the	field.		

 The last thing I’ll mention is 
rucking.  If you haven’t heard of 
this term, think about what a ruck 
sack is?  Ya, just grab a backpack, 
throw something with some weight 
into it, and head out.  This will 
help condition both your legs and 
core while you’re moving through 
the	 field	 after	 turkeys	 this	 Spring,	
hanging stands during the Summer, 
or chasing deer in the Fall.  

 With weather starting to turn 
for the better, now is the right time 
to make sure you’re ready for this 
year’s hunts.  As you read above, 
you	can	get	 stronger	 and	fitter	with	
little to no monetary investment.  
However, if hitting the gym holds 
you more accountable then I would 
definitely	 encourage	 renewing	 that	
membership.  The choice is yours.  
Make it happen!!!
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ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
dogcamp1@wmccinc.com
www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

PROFESSIONAL TRAINERS
By Brad Peterson, Setter Ridge Gun Dogs

 Over 4 years ago I was searching 
for a quality male English Setter that 
I could campaign in the Cover Dog 
circuit.  After a considerable amount of 
time and research I narrowed my search 
to a litter out of a up and coming stud 

professional trainer that is at the top of 
their game that can campaign a dog was 
a partnership that needed to be forged.  
That conversation led me to Scott and 
Tammy Chaffee of Pioneer Kennels in 
Clare, MI.  (www.pioneerkennels.com)  
Scott and Tammy own arguably the top 
Cover Dog training kennel in North 
America.  Scott and Tammy not only 
have great resume’ that boasts incredible 
numbers of championships they also 
have access to some of the best wild bird 
cover in the Midwest.  During the cold 
northern winters, the Chaffee’s head to 
Alabama with a string of Cover Dogs 
to train.  I am happy my derby female, 
Jetwood Josie, is in training with them 
for the upcoming spring trial season.
 I was running a couple of my setters 

in a local NSTRA event in Wisconsin 
last year.  I was having a pretty good 
weekend with one of my dogs.  Not 
so much with the other.  One of the 
volunteers planting birds stopped to 
introduce himself.  I was pleased to meet 

RIVERSIDE MOTEL, 
CABINS & 
BEULAH’S 

COUNTRY HOME
Open Year Round • Free Wireless Internet (at Motel Office)

Horsehoe Holler Horse Camp, RV Sites, Stewart’s Landing, Floating, 
Fishing,Tubing, Hunting, Horseback Riding, Hiking and Golf

Enjoy the Ozark Mountains with us.

573-226-3291 • riverq@centurytel.net
www.riversidemotelonline.com

19159 State Highway 19 • Eminence, MO 65466

called Ponderosa Mac.  That decision 
has proven to have been a good one.  
I selected a male pup who we named 
Blitz.  While Blitz has yet to have the 
career that his 5X Champion dad has, 
Blitz is a high-quality grouse dog that I 
am proud to hunt behind.   
 When we were selecting Blitz out 
of the pile of puppies in his litter, I had 
several conversations with the breeder – 
Steve Snyder.  One of our conversations 
led to me asking about Steve’s 
considerable success in the Cover Dog 
circuit.  Certainly, great breeding is the 
foundation of his success but, Steve 
quickly pointed out the fact that a 

20212021
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021

Mark your calendar to take the day off and meet us 
at the BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER.

DOORS OPEN AT 10:30AM. TAKE YOUR SEAT PROMPTLY 
AT 11:25AM. PROGRAM STARTS AT 11:35AM

www.igold.isra.org
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GOBBLERS KNOB
HUNTING PRESERVE

26471 E. State Hwy 9 • Canton, Illinois 61520
Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve is located 
4.5 miles east of Canton, Illinois on Route 9

BOOK HUNTS TODAY!
PHEASANT, QUAIL & CHUKAR

WE TRAIN & SELL QUALITY BIRD DOGS

DON DEUEL, PRESERVE OWNER/MANAGER
Please call or email your hunting needs to 
Don at Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve!

gobblersknob50@yahoo.com
(309) 647-3641 • Cell (309) 219-2343

MACEDONIA GAME PRESERVE
  Guides & Outfitters 618/728-4328

Owner: Keith Neal
From Interstate 57 - get off at Benton Exit 71

Take Route 14 East - 11 miles to Macedonia sign, 
turn south, follow signs

HUNT QUAIL ,  PHEASANT, 
CHUKAR,  DOVE & TURKEY!

www.macedoniagamepreserve.com

Bryan Camper the owner of SwiftRock 
Kennels out of Walnut, IL. (www.
swiftrockkennel.com) It was not too 
long after that meeting that I had a dog 
under Bryan’s tutelage.  Much like the 
Chaffee’s, Bryan has an impressive track 
record of his dogs winning dogs as well 
as a long list of successful Setter and 
Pointer litters.  Bryan has the facilities 
and grounds to produce successful 
gun	 dogs	 and	 field	 trial	 participants.	 I	
have two males under Bryan’s training 
presently.
 I consider myself a fair trainer.  
My dogs normally get plenty of bird 
exposure, handle decently and are good 
citizens.  We also live on 13 acres of 
good training grounds with a supply of 
liberated quail and homing pigeons.  So, 
one may ask why are three of your dogs 
at professional trainers?  Good question.  
 First off, I feel a responsibility to 
maximize the potential in each one of 
my dogs.  I am not a professional trainer 
that has the time to make that happen.  I 
can certainly give my dogs a good start.  
But, until I retire, I do not believe I can 
take the appropriate time away from our 
businesses to maximize the potential in 
my dogs.  The time a professional can 
put into my dogs is not only greater in 
volume,	but	also	so	much	more	efficient.		
Professionals access a knowledge and 
experience base that in deep and vast.  
Most professionals have hundreds of 
dogs that they have successfully trained.  
That experience and wisdom is hard to 
come by and is worth every penny that 
is invested in my dogs.  
 If you have ever watched a 
professional work dogs, you will 
witness	a	calm	confidence	that	even	the	
most	difficult	of	dogs	will	soon	realize.		I	
take every opportunity to attend training 
sessions.  I probably learn more than 

my dogs do.  I appreciate the command 
that a professional trainer has.  That 
command with seasoned experience 
efficiently	hones	the	God-given	instincts	
in each one of the dogs.  
 I think we all care about cost.  Yes, 
there is a cost to having a professional 
train your dog. There is also an 
emotional cost of not having your dog 
with you for a good portion of the year.  
However, when you think about the 
cost as an investment you may be less 
concerned about the dollars and more 
excited about the result.  Consider this.  
When most people buy a dog, they are 
looking for a family companion and 
a dog that can produce when they do 
go hunting.  If you invest $3000 in the 
first	 two	 years	 of	 the	 dog’s	 life	 and	
another $2000 in the subsequent years 
to keep them tuned up, you are all in 
for $5000.  You will have your partner 
for an average of 12 years.  The ‘real’ 
lifetime cost of training is $416.66 per 
year. Or $34.72 per month.  For me that 
is an extremely good investment for 
a well socialized, well behaved, and 
productive hunting dogs.
 I think dog owners quickly develop 
an	affinity	for	their	dogs.		Because	of	this,	
we normally have developed a strong 
opinion on how good our dogs are.  One 
of the things I appreciate most about the 
trainers I use is their candor.  I want a 
trainer to give me an honest opinion on 
my dogs.  Over a year ago I bred one of 

our females to a very good male.  I kept 
one pup out of that litter, a beautiful black 
and white male that had good looks, good 
size and a nice pedigree.  When the pup 
reached six months of age, we began to 
get serious about training him.  While 
there were a lot of things, I like about 
him, but I thought he lacked prey drive 
for	 the	 field	 trial	 circuits.	 	 I	 decided	 to	
take the pup down to SwiftRock for an 
evaluation.  Bryan could have told me 
that the pup could be developed into a 
field	trial	dog	and	I	would	have	invested	
thousands of dollars into him.  However, 
Bryan was honest with me and told me 
to cut a pup that I bred.  I gave that pup 
away to a grouse hunter in Michigan.  
That	dog,	while	not	a	field	trial	performer,	
has a great family life with an owner who 
loves to hunt grouse.  Not a bad result. 
A professional trainer is a partner that is 

willing to deliver bad news when it is 
necessary.
 I completely believe in Professional 
Trainers. I primarily partner with 
Pioneer Kennels and SwiftRock 
Kennels.  However, there are several 
good trainers such as TailsUp Gun Dogs 
in Watertown, WI and Dale Creek Gun 
Dogs in Burlington, WI.  
 When choosing a trainer make 
sure you are communicating what your 
vision for your dog is.  Be open and 
honest and ask for an honest evaluation 
of your pup.  In addition, you need to be 
actively involved in your dogs training 
and keeping them trained.  Listen to 
your trainer.  Practice what they preach 
and do what they tell you.  In the end 
you will be a proud owner of a happy 
hunting dog that you invested in to reach 
their potential.
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 March on Norfork Lake is a 
great	time	for	spring	fishing.	Here	in	
the Ozarks our spring begins with the 
southerly winds which arrive in late 
February. The water warms fast and 
the stripers, crappie, bass and walleye 
all start their spawning migration. 
Once	 the	 water	 stays	 in	 the	 fifties	
the shad will move into the creeks 
to begin their spawn which triggers 
the	 fish	 to	 move	 up	 from	 the	 deep	
water and start heavy spring feeding. 
The major creek arms on Norfork 
are Pigeon, Bennett’s Bayou, Big 
Creek, and Brushy Creek. Float and 
Panther	 Creek	 will	 hold	 fish,	 but	
the	fish	move	 in	and	out	 too	 fast	 to	
stay	 consistent.	 The	 major	 fishing	
patterns for Norfork are:

 Stripers: I present the gizzard 
and	 threadfin	 shad	 using	 long	 lines	
with no weight, planner boards, and 
floats.	 Most	 of	 the	 lines	 will	 have	
no weight or just a split shot. I look 
for the most stained water in 30’ or 
less. This water will be the warmest 
and probably blowing to the north 
shores as the southern winds will 
warm that water faster. The great 
thing	 about	 March	 fishing	 is	 you	
can catch stripers every part of the 
day and night. The night bite begins 
again when the south winds warm 
the north shores. The main lures are 
Smithwick Rouges that are thrown 
parallel to the bank and reeled very 
slowly.	 The	 best	 bite	 is	 the	 first	 3	
hours after dark. Some of the biggest 

fish	of	the	spring	is	caught	at	night.
 Crappie: The crappie are in the 
final	stage	of	their	pre-spawn.	Large	
schools are roaming the main channel 
and	flats	 and	 in	 all	 the	major	 creek	
arms. Depending on how fast the 
lake warms you can expect to catch 
crappies in stained shallow water 
and	on	 the	flats.	The	best	 technique	
is spider rigging, slow trolling with 
minnows and jigs. If the bite is slow 
move up to the stained shallows and 
probe the brush piles. Remember to 
look for the stain water with brush 
you will catch the most crappies 

there	if	they	have	moved	off	the	flat.
 Bass: March is one of my 
favorite times of year for bass. They 
are moving up to feed before their 
spawning cycle and can be caught 
on many different types of baits. My 
personal preference are spinner baits 
either chartreuse and white during 
the day or if its low light a black 
skirt with 1” or 3” black curly tail. 
Really	 if	 you’re	 into	 bass	 fishing	
you will be able to catch bass on any 
presentation. Look for the warmest 
stain	water	or	find	a	creek	arm	where	
the wind has been pounding the 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

NORFORK LAKE IN MARCH
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shore	you	will	find	bass	ready	to	take	
your lure. 
 Walleye: The walleye will be in 
their full spawning cycle in March. 
The best place to catch them using 
live bait is from Calamity Beach to 
the U.S.160 bridge. They will move 
into the shallows to spawn and slide 
back to the holes during the day. 
There	are	long	stain	water	flats	which	
hold	 the	 fish	 plus	 some	 deep	 holes	
from Bryant Creek up to the Udall 
boat ramp. The best bait is night 
crawlers on worm harnesses slow 
trolled using your trolling motor. 
Another	great	method	is	night	fishing	
using rogues. You may catch a striper 
but if you target the pea gravel banks 
you should zero in on the walleye. 

Remember to reel slowly and keep 
changing your colors until you can 
find	what	they	want.
 March can be a fun month 
to	 catch	 fish,	 but	 you	 should	 be	
prepared to have lots of wind, rain 
and cold weather mixed in with those 
sunny days. Tom & Sean Reynolds 
fish	Lake	Norfork	and	they	guide	out	
of Tracy Ferry Marina; you can reach 
him	 at	 www.stroutfitters.com,	 870-
421-1541 or on Facebook.

River Wrischnik, 15 years old,
 with his first deer harvest 
with a bow. Joined by his 

twin brother, Miles and his father. 
The deer was taken in 

Calhoun County at Alton Wood 
River Sportsman Club.

UPCOMING CONCEALED 
CARRY CLASSES:

16 Hour Training- $130
MARCH 20th & 21st 

8am - 5pm both days
Renewal Class March 28th

Open on Monday’s from 5pm – 8pm and by Appointment

Ammunition, Pistols, Rifles,Shooting Supplies, Camping, Hunting, 
Clothing, Optics, Knives, Archery and so much more. 

Stop by and see us today for all of your hunting and shooting needs.

905 W Jefferson St., Suite A, Macomb, IL 61455
JP McLaughlin  

309-306-1359
Email: customerservice@tacticalfirearmssupply.com

CHECK OUT OUR STORE TACTICAL FIREARMS SUPPLY ONLINE AT 
www.tacticalfirearmssupply.com

www.TacticalFirearmsSupply.com
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4800 Co. Rd. E I, Tekamah, NE 68061
riverfronthuntclub@hotmail.com

Rob Olson (402) 618-5347
Brad Olson (402) 699-4324

www.riverfronthuntclub.com

FALL WATERFOWL HUNTS
Our specialty since 1969

Fall Waterfowl hunts are from
self-designed pit blinds equipped 

with gas grills for heating and 
cooking,electricity, cushioned seats 

and raised floors.

SPRING SNOW HUNTS
No Limits, No Plugs

If you love hunting, then you’ll want to be 
in our pit blinds come spring. Millions of 

snows, blues and Ross’s geese migrate back 
through our flyway on their way North. We 

hunt over 25+ acre lakes filled with over 
3,000 decoys. Lake leases are available.

WELCOME TO 
RIVERFRONT 
HUNT CLUB Rick Olson the one who started 

it all back in 1969

A family owned & 
operated hunt club

 We offer custom fully guided 
duck hunts, goose hunts, deer 
hunts, and turkey hunts in Northeast 
Nebraska amidst the the Missouri 
River Valley near Tekamah, NE. We 
also offer exceptional Canadian 
goose hunting near Julesburg, 
Colorado located in the northeast 
part of the state. HUNT ANY 

SEASON, ANY TIME!
 Riverfront was started in 1969 
by Rick Olson, a commercial hunter 
of ducks and geese for over 40 years. 
Now run by Rick’s son Rob and 
grandson Brad, the operation has 
expanded to guiding for whitetails 
and Merriam turkeys.
 We take pride in giving you a 
fantastic hunting experience and 
memories never to be forgotten. We 
hope to see you next hunting season.
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MERCER YOUR 
NORTHWOODS 
DESTINATION
 Looking for a small, charming 
town that has everything you are 
looking for, well look no further 
than Mercer, Wisconsin. In North 
Central	Wisconsin,	 you	will	 find	
yourself driving through a town 
surrounded by luscious lakes 
and majestic wildlife. Mercer is 
a great getaway destination up in 
the Northwoods.
 Mercer has a landmark to 

show how loony we are, her 
name is Claire d’ Loon, which is 
a 16” giant Loon statue. Claire is 
the third largest loon statue in the 
world. When in Mercer you will 
have to take some photos and play 
Claire’s Voice box, which goes 
over her history and all the loon 
calls. Mercer is known for being 
the Loon Capital of the World, 
by holding the highest population 
of paired loons. There is nothing 
more relaxing that sitting around 
a	 campfire	 listening	 to	 the	Loon	
Calls from across the lake.
 Most important Mercer, 
Wisconsin is the Home of the 
Turtle Flambeau Flowage a large 
body of water that is over 14,000 
acres. This is a perfect place to 
go	boating	for	the	day	or	find	that	
special	fishing	spot	to	catch	the	big	
one that will make your vacation. 
A bonus to the Flowage is that 
many of our resorts, bars and 
restaurants are located along the 
Flowage to provide access or get 

off the water for a bite to eat.  The 
Mercer area has 214 lake besides 
the Flowage, so there is plenty of 
water	to	fish	at	any	capacity.	This	
is a location to bring the family to 
play,	swim,	fish,	and	boat	around	
the	lakes	and	flowage	for	that	fun	
day in the sun. 
The Heart of Vilas County Bike 
Trail System has crossed over into 
Iron county and connected its way 
into Mercer. This trail system is 
over 52 miles along going through 
five	communities.	This	 is	a	great	
way to travel through town to see 
all the local shops and businesses 
and see the natural beauty this 
region has to offer.
 There are over 100 miles of 
ATV/UTV trails in the Mercer 
area. Mercer’s trails connect with 
other Iron County trails to form 
the largest All-Terrain Vehicle 
trail system in Wisconsin, with 
over 250 miles of adventurous 
trails.
 Over 250 miles of groomed 

snowmobile trails in southern Iron 
County offer a variety of riding 
experiences. From former railroad 
grade, to heavily forested land, to 
the wide-open spaces of marked 
trails across the Turtle Flambeau 
Flowage, riders understand why 
Iron County is the Snow Capital 
of Wisconsin. Mercer’s trails are 
part of the 500+ miles of the Iron 
County Trail System. Riders may 
head north, all the way up into 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula as 
well as east and west to adjoining 
counties. There is always 
something new around the bend.
 Mercer, Wisconsin is the 
perfect getaway destination 
with plenty of recreational 
opportunities to keep you and the 
whole family entertained. The 
Loons are calling your name and 
hope to see you in Mercer soon. 
 For information about the 
Mercer Area, contact info@
mercercc.com or 715.476.2389. 
Visit mercercc.com.
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	 Ice	 fishermen	 know	 the	 best	
action occurs early and late in the 
season.  Devils Lake, North Dakota 
guide	 Cody	 Roswick	 has	 fished	
throughout the upper Midwest and 
Canada.  He has faced the February 
doldrums that occur on many lakes. 
Comparing this situation to his home-
lake,	he	said,	“Mid-Winter	ice	fishing	
may	be	tough;	but	the	Devils	Lake	fish	
are still biting.”
 Roswick added, “We’re fortunate 
Devils	 Lake	 has	 such	 a	 robust	 fish	
population.”  Still, the key is to locate 
good numbers. “With a bunch down 
there, some will bite,” he added.  Then, 
he revealed a guide’s secret, “The 
biggest mistake people make is they 
don’t	fish	high	enough	off	the	bottom.”
 With a lure dancing at least two 
feet	off	bottom,	and	as	much	as	five	feet	
up,	the	fish	levitate	from	their	comfort	
zone.  “When they come up, they act,” 
his experience taught him.  Roswick 
uses the same lures – tungsten jigs with 
wax worms or maggots and BuckShot 
rattle spoons with minnow heads up 
high.  This season, the number one 
Northland ice lure has been the Eyeball 
spoon, a design he worked on.  “With 
the Eyeball, you don’t miss many 
fish.	 	 It	 catches	 perch	 and	 walleyes	
baited with either waxxies, maggots or 
a minnow head,” he said.
 The Devils Lake ice is solid with 
very little snow cover.  Pressure ridges 

deserve respect, but pick-ups are on 
the ice.  Guide service operator Mark 
Bry echoed Roswick’s ice thickness of 
15 to 20 inches, and advised travel by 
ATVs	unless	visiting	fishermen	know	
the lake well.  
	 “Overall,	 the	 lake	 is	 fishing	well	
for this time of year,” Bry said, “The 
walleye action is best to 9:30 am; then 
it’s off perch hunting.”  His guide 
advice for stubborn, mid-winter perch 
is two-fold: down-size with tungsten 
jigs and maggots.  On other days, 
his crew discovered “go big” with 
one-quarter ounce BuckShot spoons, 
Puppet minnow jigging lures or blade 
baits.  “Trigger one perch into biting 
and more seem to wake up,” he added.
 Most perch this season have been 
9 to 11 inches, with a fair number of 
13-inchers.  Clients have landed two 
15-inch perch that nudged the scale 
over two pounds.  “Some of the biggest 
perch are shallow; not in huge numbers, 
but wall-hangers seem to be there,” Bry 
said.  His team escorts clients in SnoBear 
tracked vehicles for convenience, 
warmth and safety.  Bry said all 10 

MID-WINTER ICE FISHING MAY BE TOUGH; 
BUT THE DEVILS LAKE FISH ARE STILL BITING

Edgewater Villa Resort
LOCATED ON TABLE ROCK LAKE

Fishing • Family Vacations • 21 Full Kitchen Cabins
28 Dock Slips • Swimming Pool

Concrete Boat Ramp • Pavilion • Grills

Call us at 417-739-4585 or email us at 
edgewatervillaresort@outlook.com

392 Eagle Drive, Reeds Spring, MO 65737

www.edgewatervillaresort.com

guides have been on ice guiding every 
day since Christmas.  Both Roswick 
and Bry have ice-guide days open in 
March.		The	Devils	Lake	fishing	season	
is open continuously.
 They also guide open 
water.	 	 Guiding	 dates	 filled	 later	
than usual last year due to the virus 
scare.  With open water calls coming 
in already, they recommend reserving 
dates early.  Roswick: 701-840-
5407.  Bry: 701-739-0161.
 Winter accesses remain open (and 

Book Now 

for the 

2021 Deer 

Season

free)	 for	fishermen.	 	A	public,	 heated	
fish-cleaning	 station	 by	 Ed’s	 Bait	
Shop on Highway 20 is available free 
of charge.  The Sleep Inn & Suites, 
Fireside Inn & Suites, Cobblestone 
Hotel & Suites and SunLac Inn also 
provide	heated	fish-cleaning	facilities.
 The website devilslakend.com 
is loaded with information about 
resorts, lodging, guide listings, up-
to-date	 fishing	 reports,	 ice	 and	 travel	
conditions, casino, community 
activities and much more.
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 U.S. farm income will be a strong 
$111.4 billion this year, 20% above the 
10-year average, thanks to a recovery 
in crop and livestock revenue and 
larger-than-usual federal payments, 
said the USDA. Higher market prices, 
particularly for corn, soybeans, cattle, 
and hogs, and larger production were 
forecast to boost farm receipts by $20.4 
billion from 2020’s level.
 USDA spokesman Matt Herrick 
said the upturn in cash receipts was 
“owed	 largely	 to	 growing	 confidence	
in our economy.” With new outlets, 
such as the administration’s proposals 

to mitigate climate change, farmers 
will not be as reliant on government 
subsidies or the abrupt ups and downs 
of the export market, he said.
 Although net farm income, a 
USDA	gauge	of	profitability,	would	be	
well above average, it also would be 
$9.7 billion lower than last year, due to 
a sharp decrease in federal payments. 
The government sent a record $46.3 
billion in direct payments to producers 
last year. Payments this year are forecast 
at $25 billion, double the usual yearly 
total. The estimate for this year includes 
$15.6 billion in pandemic relief funds.

 “Overall, farm cash receipts are 
forecast to increase $20.4 billion, 5.5%, 
to $390.8 billion in 2021,” said the 
USDA. “When combined, soybean and 
corn receipts are forecast to increase 
$16.1 billion, 19%, in 2021.” Corn 
and soybeans are the two most widely 
grown crops in the country.
 Commodity prices have ascended 
since last fall as supplies tightened 
in the face of strong demand. China 
returned as a steady customer for U.S. 
farm exports, with purchases forecast 
at	a	record	$27	billion	in	the	fiscal	year	
ending Sept. 30, compared with $17.1 
billion in the previous year.
 Along with higher commodity 
prices, U.S. farmers are expected to 
plant more land for harvest this year 
and produce more beef, pork, poultry, 
eggs, and milk. Larger production will 
require larger spending on feed, fuel, 
fertilizer, labor, land rental, and other 
expenses — up 2.6%, to $322.5 billion, 
according to USDA estimates. The 

USDA PREDICTS ROBUST 
FARM INCOME IN 2021, 
AIDED BY MARKET RALLY

record is $339 billion in 2014, when the 
commodity boom collapsed and farm 
income plummeted.
 Farm equity would climb 1.8%, 
with assets rising more rapidly than 
debts. One widely used yardstick of 
financial	 solvency,	 the	 debt-to-asset	
ratio, would remain stable at 13.9%. 
The debt-to-asset ratio has climbed 
slowly since 2012. During the farm 
recession of the 1980s, the ratio 
peaked at 22.2%.
 “Generally speaking, this is 
probably the most optimistic February 
forecast in several years,” said Joe 
Glauber, former USDA chief economist.
 The USDA is scheduled to update 
its forecast in August and November. 
Its February estimate is somewhat 
conditional because it is issued 
early in the agricultural production 
cycle. Purdue analysts say the February 
report tends to “underpredict” the actual 
income level.
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SOLD $7,200.00 SOLD $99,000.00 SOLD $162,775.00 SOLD $22,750.00 

Zackery Witvoet (217) 372-1006    Central IL 
Les Crandall       (217) 620-4489    Macon County 
Kyle Miller          (309) 339-2694    Tazewell County 
Jon Brokaw        (217) 257-3879    Adams County 
Aaron Kafer        (217) 225-2747    Ford County 

Hassel Free Selling 
We do all the work, You leave it in the shed. 

 

 

 

Agriculture | Transportation | Construction  

FARM, AG, EQUIPMENT, FARM, AG, EQUIPMENT, 
GARDENING & CROP LAND SECTIONGARDENING & CROP LAND SECTION

By Chuck Abbott



March 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  79

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL

309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr.

(off Rt 9)
Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543

REPORT DETAILS IMPACT 
OF CONSERVATION TILLAGE 
AND COVER CROPS ON 
FARM BOTTOM LINE
Financial insights can help farmers 
know what to expect from adopting 
conservation practices.
 Agricultural conservation 
practices are pivotal to addressing 
a host of environmental and natural 
resource concerns including soil health, 
water quality and climate resilience. At 
the same time, it is critical that farmers 
run	 profitable	 businesses	 and	 that	
environmental stewardship priorities 
support	farm	profitability.
 To expand on growing information 
around	 the	 profitability	 of	 conservation	
agriculture, Soil Health Partnership 
(SHP), Environmental Defense Fund 
(EDF) and K·Coe Isom collaborated 
to	 evaluate	 the	 financial	 impact	 of	
conservation tillage and cover crop 
usage among Midwest corn and 
soybean	 farmers.	 Key	 findings	 from	
the analysis are presented in a new 
report, Conservation’s Impact on the 
Farm Bottom Line [PDF].
 “Our analysis adds to a growing 
body	 of	 research	 on	 the	 profitability	 of	
agricultural conservation practices and 
helps farmers better understand what 
they can expect when they adopt these 
practices,” said Maria Bowman, Ph.D., 
lead scientist at SHP. “For example, 
conservation tillage saves farmers money 
on equipment and fuel and drives higher 
net	returns,	whereas	increased	profitability	
with cover crops is more common for 
farmers	 with	 more	 than	 five	 years’	
experience with the practice, indicating 
a learning curve as growers identify their 
best recipe for success over time.”
 The analysis also found that 
farmers	achieved	profitable	conservation	
systems	 by	 aiming	 to	 address	 specific	
management challenges with in-
field	 conservation	 practices,	 such	 as	
improving soil structure as a way to 
improve water management and reduce 
erosion, and minimizing passes across 
the	 field	 to	 save	 time,	 machinery	 and	
overhead costs.
 “There is risk involved in adopting 
new	practices	and	farmers	need	financial	
information that indicates what they 
might	 expect	 financially	 from	 adopting	
conservation practices,” said Vincent 

Gauthier, research analyst at EDF. 
“Working with farmers to understand 
how the adoption of conservation 
tillage and cover crops impacts their 
bottom line can help pave the way for 
other farmers and inform new kinds 
of	 financial	 support	 that	 align	with	 the	
financial	dynamics	of	these	practices.”
 The report included a detailed 
budget analysis of seven Midwest 
farmers growing corn and soy with at 
least three years’ experience with cover 
crops or conservation tillage.
 Brian Ryberg is one of the farmers 
highlighted in the report. Brian and his 
wife Sandy farm 5,300 acres in south-
central Minnesota, where they grow 
corn, soybeans and sugar beets. Brian has 
adopted strip-till, no-till and cover crops 
in his operation. His conservation goals 
included saving costs and improving soil 
health through reduced disturbance and 
increased cover.
 “By using conservation tillage 
practices and cover crops, we’ve been 
able to save substantially on fuel, 
equipment and repair costs,” Brian 
said. “These practices have had many 
other	benefits	including	improved	water	

holding	capacity,	more	water	infiltration,	
improved soil structure, better drained 
seed beds and weed suppression.”
 Brian uses an annual ryegrass, hairy 
vetch, turnip and rapeseed cover crop 
mix on almost 3,000 acres. His approach 
to adopting cover crops across these 
acres was gradual, as he tested different 

methods of seeding.
 “It can take time to get it right with 
cover crops,” Brian said. “So testing 
seed mixes and application methods on a 
piece of your farm can help prevent large 
costs in your budget as you dial in the 
right system for your soil.”

www.edf.org
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Midwest Land Sales is your number one resource for buying or selling land in the Midwest. The 
Midwest has long been known as the absolute best area in the world to hunt trophy whitetails. 
Midwest Land Sales currently specializes in hunting land & farmland in Illinois and Missouri.  The 
states of Illinois and Missouri contain some of the most popular destinations in the country to hunt 
trophy whitetails. Each state has its own attributes, but overall hunting property in Illinois and Mis-
souri possess the features needed to produce trophy whitetails year in and year out. These states 
also offer some of the most fertile farmland in the country. The properties we offer are without a 
doubt some of the best trophy whitetail hunting & farmland properties in the country.

Office 217-285-6000 • 320 W. Washington St., Pittsfield, IL 62363
midwestlandinfo@gmail.com

www.midwestlandsales.com

USE OUR POWERFUL WEBSITE 
SEARCH FEATURE 

TO VIEW THOUSANDS OF PROPERTIES 
FOR SALE IN ILLINOIS & MISSOURI

Looking to 

Sell? Contact

Us Today!
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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MEL PRICEMEL PRICE
STORAGE CONTAINERSSTORAGE CONTAINERS

RENTALS & SALESRENTALS & SALES
DANVILLE

SIZES” 10’, 20’, 40’, 45’ & 48’
Cell: 217-304-1722

Office: 217-442-9092
prcml@yahoo.com

WE DELIVER!

TRANSPLANTING TIPS
By Mike McGroarty

 Early spring is a great time for 
transplanting trees and shrubs, but 
you must do so before they wake 
up. Transplanting a plant is a very 
traumatic experience for the plant if 
it is awake. It’s like doing surgery 
on a person while they are awake. 
Dormancy starts in the fall as soon as 
you experience a good hard freeze, 
and the plants remain dormant until 
the weather warms up in the spring. 
This is when you should transplant, 
while the plants are dormant.
 You can transplant in the spring 
up until the plants leaf out. When the 
buds are green and swollen you are 
usually safe to still transplant, but 
once the leaf develops, you should 
wait until fall. When transplanting 
you can dig the shrubs out bare 
root, just make sure they are out 
of the ground for as short a time as 
possible, and keep the roots damp 
while out of the ground.

 Make sure there are no air 
pockets around the roots when you 
replant them. When possible, it is 
always better to dig a ball of earth 
with the plants when you transplant 
them. The rule of thumb is 12” of 
root ball for every 1” of stem caliper. 
If the diameter of the stem of a tree 
is 2”, then you should dig a root ball 
24” in diameter.
 Don’t be afraid of cutting a few 
roots when you transplant. Just try 
not to cut them any shorter than 
the above guidelines allow. Cutting 
the roots will actually help to 
reinvigorate the plant. It’s a process 
simply known as root pruning. When 
the roots are severed, the plant then 
develops lateral roots to make up 
for what is lost. These lateral roots 
are	more	fibrous	in	nature,	and	have	
more ability to pick up water and 
nutrients.
 Some nurseries drive tractors 

over	 the	 plants	 in	 the	 field	 with	 a	
device that under cuts the roots 
of the plant just to force the plant 
to	 develop	 more	 fibrous	 roots.	
This make transplanting the plant 
the following year much more 
successful, and makes for a stronger 
and healthier plant.

 The old timers root pruned 
by hand by forcing a spade in the 
ground around their plants. If you 
have a plant in your landscape that 
is doing poorly, a little root pruning 
while the plant is dormant could 
bring it around. It’s worth the effort.
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SPRING FARM 
MAINTENANCE TIPS
By Agro Advisor
 After a long winter, the thought of 
preparing your equipment for the busy 
growing season ahead can be daunting.
However, it pays to do the work.
 By taking time to inspect your 
equipment and complete any necessary 
maintenance, you can avoid costly 
breakdowns during seeding and improve 
the productivity of your farm. With some 
extra work today — and some help from 
Mother	Nature	—	you	can	be	 in	 the	field	
in good time and well on your way to a 
successful growing season.
Fluid performance
 After sitting dormant for long periods 
of time, engine oils, transmission hydraulic 
fluids	 and	grease	 can	become	 susceptible	
to contamination, which can hinder your 
performance.
 For optimal equipment performance, 
be sure to document oil change intervals 
and	monitor	fluid	systems:
•	Consistently	check	all	fluid	levels.
• Monitor all hoses and repair any leaks.
• Test the quality of the existing oil.
• Change oil at recommended intervals.
•	Replace	oil	filter	when	required.
	 Be	careful	not	to	mix	fluids	or	use	an	
incorrect	hydraulic	fluid,	which	can	lead	to	
a number of performance issues, including 
premature gear wear and loss of power. 
Always consult your owner’s manual 
for part numbers and recommended 
performance	specifications.
Battery maintenance
 In the spring, check the voltage meter 
reading of the batteries on your equipment. 
A meter reading below nine volts indicates 
a battery may need to be replaced. 
While inspecting a battery, consider the 
following:
•  Make sure the battery connections are 

tight and free of corrosion. 
•  Look for cracks and leaks. Leaking 

batteries must be replaced immediately. 

(309) 663-5151
1716 E Hamilton Rd • Bloomington, IL 61704
www.NordOutdoorPower.com

2021 SPRING OPEN HOUSE
APRIL 9, 10 & 11

SPRING HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm

Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 11am-3pm

April 11th until the end of June

 15% OFF MSRP ON 

A SPECIAL SELECTION 

OF ECHO UNITS - 

SATURDAY, 

APRIL 10TH*

GREAT SAVINGS
 AND SPECIALS DURING 

THIS EVENT!

GRILL FACTORY REP 
ON SITE EACH DAY

*May not be combined with other offers and limited to X Series serialized units. Other units like 
select pressure washers, generators and more over $200 may be included.  More details in store.

Ensure protective gloves and goggles are 
worn when handling batteries.

•		Check	 the	 fluid	 levels	 in	 all	 cells.	Add	
water to each cell if needed.

•  Replace any battery cables that are frayed 
or have cracked post ends.

•  Spray battery cable ends with sealant to 
prevent battery cable end corrosion.

Tires
	 When	 you	 head	 out	 into	 the	 field,	
the tires on your equipment should be in 
good condition, be free of cracks and have 
adequate tread life remaining.
	 Properly	 inflated	 tires	 are	 another	
important consideration. Tires that are 
inflated	to	the	correct	PSI	specifications	—	
located on the sidewall of the tire — will 
reduce soil compaction issues that can lead 
to yield loss.
Fuel tanks
 Improper fuel tank management 
can result in fuel contamination from 
environmental conditions, such as water. 
Follow these steps to protect fuel quality 
and promote trouble-free operation:
•  Label all tanks properly to prevent 

mixing.
•  Visually inspect all tanks, hoses, meters, 

vents, caps and nozzles to ensure system 
integrity. 

•  Dip your fuel tanks for water at least 
twice per year. During storage and 
transportation, moisture from the air, or 
water present in the tank, can contaminate 
your fuel. Hardware issues on your tank 
and/or pumping equipment can also 
contribute to water issues. If water is 
present, consider draining it from the 
tank.

•  Keep on-farm fuels fresh by maintaining 
the tank storage levels at or near full 
capacity. Frequent delivery cycles 
replenish stored fuel with fresh product 
to minimize fuel degradation.

www.agro.crs
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Leeward Bedding
 Leeward bedding is when deer 
bed on the leeward (downwind) side 
of a slope, protecting themselves 
from prevailing winds. These areas 
provide deer a unique advantage to 
scent-check both sides of the slope, 
resulting in a very secure bedding 
location. The wind pulls scent from 
the prominent wind direction to the 
deer, while thermals, which are rising 
columns of warm air, pull scent up 
the slope from the down-wind side.

Travel Routes
 In addition to bedding, late 
winter and early spring provide a 
unique advantage at identifying 
travel routes, an important step for 
any scouting trip. Snow and mud tend 
to highlight deer tracks and trails that 
may not be noticeable during the fall. 
When scouting an area with multiple 
trails and travel routes, follow each 
trail and see where it begins and ends 
to understand how deer traverse the 

Post-season Deer 
Scouting . . . continued

landscape. Not only will this lead 
you to bedding areas and/or feeding 
locations, but it can also highlight 
potential	 high-traffic	 areas	 where	
multiple trails converge. 
 While it may seem like deer 
season is a lifetime away, starting 
your preparations now can ensure 
that you have the greatest chance for 
success next fall. Get started now 
because deer season will be here 

before you know it!
 Dan Stephens is a Hunter 
Recruitment Specialist with the 
Illinois Natural History Survey. The 
Illinois Learn to Hunt program is a 
statewide program designed to teach 
adults (18+) why, where and how to 
hunt a variety of species in Illinois. 
Visit Illinois Learn to Hunt for more 
information or to sign-up for an 
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event near you.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).

First Day of SpringFirst Day of Spring
Saturday, March 20Saturday, March 20
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2356 Bass Rd., Steelville, MO 65565 • rbell@rbell.net
573-775-2267 • www.meramecriverresort.com

GREAT ACCOMMODATIONS

FLOAT TRIPS HIKES & WALKS

VIEW TO REMEMBER

FUN ON THE WATER GREAT FISHING

Blue Heron
(accommodates 6 guests)

Wolf  South
(accommodates 4 guests)

The Roost
(accommodates 12 guests)

Al Capone Historic Cabin

Campsites

Hawk 
(accommodates 4 guests)

Camper/RV Parking 
(optional water and electric)

Eagle’s Nest
(accommodates 14 guests)
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Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36-foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

“We Catch 
the Big Ones!”

www.noblecharters.com

Captain Dale Florek
Cell:

224-588-7263
Call for Free Color Brochure

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36 Foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

Spend More Time Fishing

and Less Time BoatingCharters

THE SEARCH 
FOR GIANT 
BROWN 
TROUT
by Tom Berg

	 When	 it	 comes	 to	 trout	 fishing,	
Lake	Michigan	 is	 definitely	 one	 of	
the best places in the state to wet 
a line.  There are brown trout, lake 
trout and steelhead trout swimming 
around in our great lake’s depths, and 
they can get big – really big!  Brown 
trout are the most accessible right 
now,	 and	 some	 of	 the	 best	 fishing	
for giant browns will be taking place 
from now through the end of April.
 Shore	fishermen	get	in	on	the	bulk	
of	 the	brown	 trout	action	first,	but	as	
soon as the harbors become ice-free, 
large numbers of boaters join in on the 
fun, too!  These are not the 12-inch 
trout that you might expect to catch 
from a western stream, either.  Lake 
Michigan brown trout average 3 to 4 
pounds each, and many push the scales 
to 10-15 pounds.  There is always the 
chance that you will tie into a new 
state record, too, like the 29.03-pound 
Indiana state record or the 36.71 pound 
Illinois state record.  There may be 
even bigger browns swimming around 
out there right now!
 Although not native to Lake 
Michigan, brown trout have been 
stocked by all of the lake’s border 
states over the years (Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Michigan).  Due to 
limited hatchery space and other 
factors, however, Indiana stopped 
stocking brown trout into their portion 
of the lake for a time.  Even so, plenty 
of browns stocked by other states 

naturally migrated down to Indiana’s 
warmer waters on their own, and 
anglers on the south end of the lake still 
enjoyed	excellent	brown	 trout	fishing	
during the cold weather months.
 These days, Indiana biologists 
are	 usually	 able	 to	 trade	 fish	 with	
the state of Illinois so that Hoosiers 
get	 brown	 trout	fingerlings	 to	 stock	
in our own waters again.  The goal 
is to stock 35,000 browns annually 
but depending on the year we may 
receive anywhere from 20,000+ 
fingerling	 brown	 trout	 to	 as	 many	
as	 70,000.	 	 These	 fish	 are	 stocked	
by Indiana biologists at different 
locations along the lakefront.
 The brown trout have been 
stocked in Indiana in an effort to create 
more and better angling opportunities 
for	local	fishermen.		The	stocking	site	
usually changes yearly to spread the 
fish	out	to	as	many	anglers	as	possible,	
too.	 	 The	 first	 fish	 were	 stocked	 in	
Whiting, but then the next year the 
fish	 were	 stocked	 in	 the	 harbor	 at	
Michigan City.  The stocking sites 
usually alternated between Whiting 
and	Michigan	City,	but	the	fish	have	
also been stocked at Port of Indiana.
 Late winter and early spring are 
the	best	times	to	fish	inside	the	Port,	
because the sheltered harbor there 
stays warmer than the surrounding 
lake	water.		This	attracts	both	baitfish	
and brown trout alike.  “We know 

Nice-sized brown trout like this one can be 
caught right now, and close to shore, too.  

Photo by Tom Berg.

that	 fishermen	 do	 well	 there	 in	 the	
early spring because it is protected,” 
said	 retired	 Lake	Michigan	 fisheries	
biologist Brian Breidert.  “When the 
ice goes out in the spring there may be 
floating	icebergs	out	on	the	main	lake,	
but	 shore	 fishermen	 can	 still	 access	
that area and are pretty successful.”
 There are quite a few other 
places to pursue bruiser brown trout 
besides the Port of Indiana, too.  
Shore	 fishermen	 often	 congregate	
along the pier at Washington Park in 
Michigan City, along the rocks at the 
BP plant in Whiting, and along the 
breakwall at Pastrick Marina in East 
Chicago, just to name a few of the 
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more popular spots.
 Boaters have a lot more options 
than their shore-bound friends, but 
they must wait for the winter ice to 
recede before they can launch their 
boats.	 	 “Anglers	 fishing	 out	 of	 East	
Chicago generally get out earlier than 
other boaters,” commented Breidert.  
“In some years they are out as early 
as February.  When they get out that 
early they are successful, and the 
good	fishing	continues	into	April.”
 Boaters try their luck at places 
where there is warm water, too, just 
like the shore anglers.  But they can 
get to spots where there is no public 
shore access – like inside the Arcelor 
Mittal (Inland Steel) shipping canal.  
Another hotspot for boaters is the 
warmwater discharge at the U.S. 
Steel property near the Gary Light.  
Each spring some giant browns come 
from these two areas, including many 
fish	over	10	pounds	and	some	in	the	
upper teens.
 Since brown trout are mainly 
fish-eaters,	 it	 is	 best	 to	 target	 them	
with baits that resemble small 

baitfish.	 	 Silver	 spoons	 that	 look	
like alewives or shad are good, but 
small crankbaits, stickbaits and 
diving bodybaits are even better.  
These diving baits do a great job of 
imitating shad, smelt, alewives and 
other small minnows, and the biggest 
browns just love them.
 Almost any lure color will 
entice a brown trout at one time 
or another, but some of the best 
colors are silver, gold, white, green 
and various combinations of these.  
Chartreuse	 and	firetiger	 can	 also	be	
extremely productive.  Big browns 
are	 notoriously	 finicky,	 so	 be	 sure	
to	 try	different	colors	until	you	find	
what	 the	fish	want.	 	 Sometimes	 the	
hot	color	is	very	specific,	and	nothing	
else will do!
 March is prime time for Great 
Lakes	 brown	 trout	 fishing.	 	Whether	
you	fish	from	shore	or	prefer	to	troll	the	
shallow nearshore waters from a boat, 
you will have a chance at hooking a 
trophy-sized trout almost every time 
you hit the water.  So be sure to make 
time	for	fishing	this	spring!

Nice-sized brown trout like this one can be caught right now, 
and close to shore, too.  Photo by Tom Berg.
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By Reagan Smith

 Hello again, friends. I hope you 
are enjoying these cold temperatures 
as	 much	 as	 I	 am.	 	 Ice	 fishing	 this	
year has been fantastic for me, how 
about for you? All of these colder 
temperatures and long nights out on 
the lake have made me get more and 
more excited to get out of the state 
of Illinois and take the family on 
vacation to Gulf Shores, Alabama…
but	first	let’s	talk	ice	fishing.		I	have	
been doing nonstop guiding at night 

from four-hour trips to six hour trips. 
Just because it’s March and I am now 
booking boat trips, I think for at least 
the	first	part	of	March,	I	will	be	still	
doing ice trips.  I accommodate one 
to	 five	 people	 in	 one	 of	my	 shacks	
and if we want more people, we can 
bring multiple shacks and cater to 
work outings or any large groups.  
	 Ice	fish	guiding	is	all	new	to	me	
this year.  I have planned on guiding 
on the ice for the last year and thought 

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

88 Adventure Sports Outdoors | March 2021

I had everything I needed.  Haha…
boy,	 was	 I	 wrong!	 Ice	 fishing	 is	 a	
sport to slowly obtain what you need 
over time.  Now that I have mostly 
everything I needed to make it 
happen, I decided it would be a good 
year to start trying it. I did not expect 
many	 people	 to	 book	 fishing	 trips,	
but	it	turns	out	ice	fishing	in	Central	
Illinois is a pretty popular thing! 
Most of the people I have taken out 
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have	 never	 even	 been	 ice	 fishing.		
Some of the people I have taken 
maybe did it once when they were 
younger with a parent or a grandpa.  
Taking	 someone	 ice	 fishing	 for	 the	
first	time	is	so	much	fun,	nothing	like	
reeling	that	fish	up	through	an	eight-
inch hole and hoping it’s a giant, is 
second to none! The fun thing about 
ice	 fishing	 is	well	most	 everything,	
except…hauling the giant six-sided 
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UPDATED RUSS BAILEY SIGNATURE SERIES
A fixture in the crappie market for 2 decades,
Russ is now host of the popular Brushpile 
Fishing TV show, the highest rated crappie
show.  This rod is made of high-modulus, 
secret recipe graphite (sensitive and strong),
and has great rod aesthetics.  Spinning guides

on both lengths allows fishermen to cast this rod.  This rod feature stainless steel
guides, line-depth markers placed in 1-ft increments and also features a 
100% Portuguese cork handle.
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Our all-new  Tree Thumper weighs 
almost exactly the same as our 
popular BBULBS series, but designed
with enough strength to pull crappie
out of tree tops.  This is basically a

cross between our BBULBS and BRUX series.  Made of a secret recipe of hi-modulus
graphite.  This rod features ceramic inserts, a bottom reel seat, and a 
contoured handle made of 100% Portuguese cork.
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THUMP112        11’ 2           7+TIP

SPRING IS
THE TIME FOR ALL THINGS NEW.
LET’S START WITH YOUR 
CRAPPIE GEAR.

TM

BNM_ASO_4.2019.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  12:58 PM  Page 1

March 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  89

hub out there and setting it up and 
tearing it down.  But no fear, as the 
guide I take care of that no fun part 
for	you!	Once	you	get	to	fishing	and	
relaxing, learning and laughing and 
having a good time, it’s the most fun 
you can have.  It’s about 60 degrees 
in the shack depending how much 
heat is running, even when it’s a 
-25 degree wind chill outside and 
snowing.		We	have	foam	flooring	to	
keep your toes warm and plenty of 
fish	to	catch	using	our	ACC	Crappie	
Stix	 and	vexilar	fish	finders.	 I	 have	
been invited all over the state and to 
other	states	to	ice	fish	this	month.		I	
am actually going up to Wisconsin 
next week, still in February, so look 
for more all about that trip in next 

months article.  
 Battle on Bago is where I’m 
headed.  The Midwest largest ice 
tournament/event.  We will be 
fishing	Lake	Winnebago	in	Oshkosh,	
Wisconsin.  I have a group of eight 
friends coming with me. We have 
rented a house for the week and 
are	 going	 to	 fish	 our	 tails	 off	 all	
weekend and hope to catch some 
fish.	 	 Thousands	 of	 people	 will	
gather all over this massive lake and 
surrounding lakes and hope to catch 
some	good	fish,	eat	some	good	food	
and have fun fellowshipping with 
new people that we would of never 
of met if it was not for the sport of ice 
fishing!		As	much	as	I	love	ice	fishing,	
I am really looking forward to family 

vacation	to	chase	some	saltwater	fish	
such as reds, sheepshead, etc. Then I 
am looking forward to getting back 
from vacation and starting to run that 
big red Crestliner and start doing 
open	water	 trips!	 	 I	 love	 ice	fishing	
because I don’t get to do it as much, 
but nothing beats being in the boat 
and	boat	flipping	slabs	over	the	rail.		
It’s a weird transition going from 30” 
rods to 10ft rods but I’m excited.  
 Fishing for me is an adventure. 
As	a	guide	I	don’t	get	to	fun	fish	very	
much.		This	is	fine	because	I	still	find	
some time to do that in the slower 
months.  This is why I am looking 
forward to Battle on Bago with some 
of my closest friends, a week in Gulf 
Shores with my family, and why I 

am looking forward to a dedicated 
weekend for Brocation in April. Let 
me explain Brocation - two of my 
favorite customers take a trip once 
a year and they get together as bros 
and	 fish	 all	 weekend.	 They	 book	 a	
trip with me but also invite me along 
to just hang out as one of the guys. 
We	became	fast	friends	the	first	year	
of Brocation and the rest is history.  
Fishing is one of those universal 
things that is done worldwide.  A 
sport and recreational activity among 
friends and family.  Fishing is and 
means something different for each 
angler or for each person that targets 
different	 species.	 For	me,	 fishing	 is	
my life.  I have dedicated my life to 
be a student of the sport and to learn 
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and try to understand different species and 
patterns.  Fishing is not just my career but a 
way of life, something I have wanted to be 
a part of since I was a teenager.  I wanted to 
do	 something	 in	 the	 fishing	 industry	 big	 or	
small, full time or part time, volunteer even, 
I wanted to do something to grow the sport.  
Being	able	 to	 take	people	fishing	and	 teach	
them	how	to	fish,	maybe	catch	their	first	fish	
through the ice, is what I am meant to do right 
now in life!  Several people who have gone 
fishing	with	me	this	year	on	the	ice	now	have	

their	own	fish	finders,	their	own	shacks,	their	
own augers and even if I reach one person to 
help grow the sport to where they can go out 
on their own and enjoy it half as much as I 
do, then I have succeeded!  The sport is about 
making memories that last a lifetime.  So, as I 
venture from Illinois to lakes and tournament 
in Wisconsin to the ocean in Alabama and 
back to my boat in the state of Illinois in the 
next month, I will make sure to take notes and 
pictures of my adventures to share with you 
in	 the	 next	month	 along	with	 some	 fishing	
reports! Stay safe and tight lines, my friends.
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CLEAR SIGHTS AHEAD 
By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 I love shooting and going to the 
range. With having outdoor and indoor 
ranges in my area I can shoot year-
round.  Like many as I aged my eyes 
have aged too into progressive lenses. 
Thankfully, I am still able to use the 
sights on my handguns and long guns. 
However, some sports person are 
unable to focus on smaller objects close 
up like the front sight on a handgun or 
at distance like the front sight on a long 
gun. Red dots and other optics are ways 
for sports persons with disabilities to 
continue to shoot and have a good focal 
point. With the popularity of optics, the 
prices range from as little at 40 dollars 
and over 1000 dollars. The costs are 
based on brand, options and weather 
they are for handguns or long guns. 
There are many options even on the 
more budget friendly models.   
 First, we will look at the 
ROMEO1PRO w/ Suppressor Contrast 
3-dot Sights on the Sig Sauer P320 RXP 
Compact.   The Romeo1Pro comes on 
the P320 from the factory and is made 
by	Sig	Sauer	as	is	the	firearm.		The	optic	
turns	itself	on	when	the	firearm	is	moved	
this is a great feature especially for those 
who want to use this optic for concealed 
carry and home defense.  The brightness 
of the dot in this optic is adjustable as 
well.  The Romeo1Pro optic was easy 
to use and sight in so the sights and 
red dot co-witness.   The sights from 
the factory are suppressor sights, they 
sit higher than traditional sights so you 
can use the red dot or the sights.  The 
dot of the Romeo1Pro is easy to use and 
clear to see.  The way that Sig Sauer has 
combined	 their	 firearm	 and	 optic	 into	
one package is well made and easy to 
use for all shooters. 
 The second optic I will look at today 
is	the	Firefield	Impact	XL	Reflex	Sight.			
I used this sight on a Micro-Roni Pistol 
Brace used on a Glock 19 9MM.  The 
Firefield	out	of	the	box	was	sight	in	and	
ready to use on the Micro Roni. The 
reflex	 sight	 has	 multiple	 view	 options.		
There is the standard MOA red dot, a 
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circle with red dot, a cross with a red 
dot, and cross with circle and red dot.  
There are also 5 different brightness’s 
that you can choose from depending on 
how bright or dark of the environment 
it	is	being	used	in.		The	Firefield	is	easy	
to use and set up, it is a good entry level 
reflex	sight.			
 The use of optics can help those who 
have focus issues with sights and keep 
them in a sport they love.  They also 
are useful for those without disabilities 
too improving accuracy and speed.   If 
you have equipment you use as sports 
person with a disability and would like 
to share it please feel free to email me 
at huntsgungetaway@gmail.com or call 
309-338-0990.
 Train Hard and Stay Safe - Thane
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16 QUESTIONS TO ASK A HOME INSPECTOR BEFORE, 
DURING, AND AFTER A HOME INSPECTION
 If you’re buying a house, you 
know that your home inspector will 
check it out and make sure it’s in 
decent shape. But if you want to get 
to know your home beyond its pretty 
facade, you should pepper your 
inspector with questions—a whole 
lot of them, in fact!
 But when you ask those home 
inspector questions is as important 
as what you ask. To ensure you get 
the most out of your home inspection, 
here’s a timeline of queries to hit 
before the inspection even starts, 
during the actual home inspection, 

and well after it’s over.

Questions to ask a home inspector 
before the inspection begins
 So, how do you separate a great 
home contractor from a merely good 
one? It boils down to interviewing 
home inspectors to gauge how 
thorough a job they’ll do. To help, 
here are some of the best questions 
to ask.
 Bonus: This’ll also help you 
know what to expect! Knowledge is 
power, my friends.

1. ‘What do you check?’
 “A lot of people don’t know 
exactly what a home inspector is 
going to do,” says Frank Lesh, 
executive director of the American 
Society of Home Inspectors.
 Wondering what does a home 
inspector look for? A whole lot—
1,600 features on a home, to be exact.
 “We inspect everything from the 
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roof to the foundation and everything 
in between,” Lesh says.
 Going into the inspection with 
a clear understanding of what the 
inspector can and can’t do will 
ensure that you walk away from the 
inspection happy.

2. ‘What don’t you check?’
 There are limits. For instance, 
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storage! Garage has a gas wall heater. 4 egress windows in the 
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snow removal, including sidewalks. Garage fridge reserved.
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“we’re restricted to a visual 
inspection,” says Lesh. “We can’t cut 
a hole in somebody’s wall.”
 As a result, an inspector will 
often	 flag	 potential	 problems	 in	
the report and you will have to get 
another expert—a roofer, HVAC 
person, builder, electrician, or 
plumber—to come back and do a 
more detailed examination.
 “Understand that we’re looking at 
what exists in the house today,” says 
home inspector Randy Sipe, of Spring 
Hill, KS. “I can’t see into the future 
any more than anybody else.”

3. ‘What do you charge for a home 
inspection?’
 A home inspection costs around 
$300 and $600, though it will depend 
on the market, the size of house, and 
the actual inspector. Generally you’ll 
pay the inspector the day of the 
inspection, so you’ll want to know in 
advance how much and what forms 
of payment are accepted.
 Lesh cautions against going with 
an inspector who quotes you a very 
low price.
 “That’s often a sign they’re 
having trouble getting customers,” 
he says.
 Spending on a good inspector 
will more than pay for itself in the 
long run.

4. ‘How long have you been doing 
this?’
 Or perhaps more important: How 
many inspections have you done? A 
newer inspector doesn’t necessarily 
mean lower quality, but experience 
can mean a lot—especially if you’re 
considering an older home or 
something with unusual features.

5. ‘Can I come along during the 
inspection?’
 The answer to this should be a 
resounding yes! Any good inspector 
will want prospective owners to be 
present at the inspection. Seeing 
somebody explain your house’s 
systems and how they work will 
always be more valuable than 
reading a report, and it gives you the 
opportunity to ask questions and get 
clarifications	 in	 the	 moment.	 If	 an	
inspector requests that you not join 

him,	definitely	walk	away.	Run!

6. ‘How long will the inspection 
take?’
 Inspections often take place 
during the workweek, when the seller 
is less likely to be around. Knowing 
how much time you’ll need to block 
out will keep you from having to rush 
through the inspection to get back to 
the	office.	You’ll	get	only	a	ballpark	
figure,	because	much	will	depend	on	
the condition of the house. But if you 
are quoted something that seems way 
off—such as a half-day for a two-
bedroom apartment, or just an hour 
for a large, historic house—that could 
be	a	red	flag	that	the	inspector	doesn’t	
know what he’s doing, says Lesh.

7. ‘Can I see a sample report?’
 If	you’re	buying	your	first	home,	
it can be helpful to see someone else’s 
report before you see your own. 
Every house has problems, usually 
lots of them, though most generally 
aren’t that big of a deal. A sample 
report will keep you from panicking 
when you see your own report, and 
it will give you a sense of how your 
inspector communicates. It’s another 
opportunity to ensure that you and 
your inspector are on the same page.

Questions to ask a home inspector 
during a home inspection
 Ideally, you should attend 
your home inspection—in person 
or by video—and ask your home 
inspector anything that comes up 
right then and there. The reason: 
Rather than trying to decipher your 
home inspector’s (very technical) 
report, it’s much easier for this pro 
to actually show you what’s going on 
with the house.
 To help you get this essential 
show-and-tell session rolling, here 
are a few important questions to ask 
a home inspector that will help you 
size up a house yourself, and keep it 
in good condition for as long as you 
hang your hat there.

1. ‘What does that mean?’
 During the inspection, your home 
inspector will go slowly through the 
entire house, checking everything 
to ensure there are no signs of a 



94 Adventure Sports Outdoors | March 2021

problem. He’ll point out things to 
you that aren’t as they should be, or 
may need repairs.
 Don’t be afraid to ask any 
questions about what the home 
inspector is telling you, and make 
sure you understand the issue and 
why it matters. For example, if 
the inspector says something like, 
“Looks like you’ve got some rotten 
boards here,” it’s smart to ask him 
to explain what that means for the 
overall	house—how	difficult	 it	 is	 to	
repair, and how much it will cost.
 Just keep in mind that your 
inspector can’t tell you whether 
or not to become the buyer of the 
house, or how much you should ask 
the	 seller	 to	 fix	 (though	 your	 real	
estate agent should be able to help 
with that).

2. ‘Is this a big deal or a minor 
issue?’
 For most people, buying real 
estate is the biggest purchase 
they’ll ever make. It’s normal to 

start feeling panicky when your 
inspector is telling you the house has 
a foundation problem, a roof or water 
heater in need of repair, or electrical, 
heating systems or an HVAC system 
that isn’t up to code.
 Don’t freak out—just ask the 
inspector whether he thinks the issue 
is a big deal. You’ll be surprised to 
hear that most houses have similar 
issues and that they’re not deal 
breakers,	even	if	the	fixes	or	repairs	
sound major. And if it is major? Well, 
that’s why you’re having the home 
inspection done. You can address it 
with the seller or just walk away.

3. ‘What’s that water spot on the 
ceiling, and does it need a repair?’
 Don’t be shy about asking 
questions and pointing out things 
that look off to you during the home 
inspection and checking if they’re 
OK, real estate–wise. Odds are, 
if there’s something weird, your 
inspector has noted it and is going to 
check it out thoroughly. For example, 
if there’s a water spot on the ceiling, 
maybe he needs to check it from the 

It’s a Shake-Up! . . . continued

Tract 1  - 65.23± Acres with 20± acres
tillable, 5± acre impoundment to plant
and flood for waterfowl hunting with a
duck blind. Boarded by Little Mud Creek.
 

Tract 2 - 65.69± Acres with 3± tillable
acres  and the remaining wooded
bordered by Little Mud Creek. 
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Land auctionLand auction
130± Acres -  St  Clair  County130± Acres -  St  Clair  County

PROPERTYPEDDLER.COMPROPERTYPEDDLER.COM

Come check out the timber!
Call for a private showing!

For complete terms & registration visit PROPERTYPEDDLER.com

 
130.92 acres St Clair County, IL

Excellent hunting ground just east of
Fayetteville, IL along the Kaskaskia River.

Private access. Borders State ground. 
 

Part of Sec 17 & 20 - T8S- R6WPart of Sec 17 & 20 - T8S- R6W

Brad Chandler
Auctioneer / Broker

(618) 791-3289
brad@propertypeddler.com

Auctioneer Lic. # 441.002105
Broker Lic. # 475.162275

Brenda Chandler
Designated Managing Broker
(618) 201-3947

brenda@propertypeddler.com
Broker Lic. # 471.003825

Whitetail Deer, Turkey, & Waterfowl HuntingWhitetail Deer, Turkey, & Waterfowl Hunting

Online Land AuctionOnline Land Auction    
Ends March 20th, 2021 - 10 amEnds March 20th, 2021 - 10 am

Terms: 10% down. Subject to Prior Sale. Online Only

397 YANKEE LANE, 
CHILLICOTHE, IL 61523 - $228,900

Honey pack your bags, time to move. This ranch is 
located on almost 2 acres in a most popular 

IVC school district. 4 bedrooms, 2 bath, (which 
includes Master Bath.) A detached 2.5 car garage/
workshop. Enjoy the hot tub located on your deck 
with a view/privacy of the countryside. New Roof -

 2012, New Windows - 2016, Whole House 
Generator -2017, new flooring throughout main level, 

New paint main level, Basement new LED lighting 
freshly painted, upgraded landscaping.

Jeannie Quick
Keller Williams Premier Realty

(309) 360-0445
Quickteam2012@gmail.com
2426 W. Cornerstone Court

Peoria, IL 61614

www.quickteamsells.com

floor	above	to	know	if	it’s	an	issue.
 Ideally, your inspector will 
ask you if there’s anything you’re 
specifically	 concerned	 about	 before	
he starts the inspection. Make sure 
to	 tell	 him	 if	 this	 is	 your	 first	 real	
estate purchase, or if you’re worried 
about the house’s age, or anything at 
all that strikes you, the buyer, as a 
possible negative.

4. ‘I’ve never owned a house with 
an HVAC/boiler/basement. How 
do I maintain this thing?’
 Flaws aside, a home inspection 
is your golden opportunity to have 
an expert show you how to take care 
of your house.
“Inspectors are used to explaining 
basic things to people. If you have 
an inspection question, ask it,” Lesh 
says. “Don’t expect your inspector to 
teach you how to build a clock, but 
we are happy to answer and explain 
how things work.”

5. ‘What are your biggest concerns 
about the property?’
 At the end of the inspection, 

the inspector should give you, in 
broad strokes, a summary of what 
he found. You’ll get a written report 
later, but this is a great moment to get 
clarity on what the inspector thinks 
are the house’s biggest issues, and 
whether or not they require further 
investigation.
 Often, it’s a good idea to call in 
another home inspection expert—a 
plumber, electrician, roofer, or 
HVAC professional—to take a look 
at	anything	the	inspector	flagged.
 You should walk away from 
inspection day with a mental 
punch list of things that need to 
be addressed by either the seller 
or another expert. In some states, 
there’s a limited amount of time for 
these negotiations to happen, so you 
and your agent may want to hit the 
ground running.
	 Your	 official	 home	 inspection	
report will have more detail, but you 
should know what’s on it by the time 
you leave the home that day.

Questions to ask a home inspector 
after the inspection is done
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 What are some questions to ask 
a	home	 inspector	after	he’s	finished	
the inspection? Because, let’s face 
it, just staring at that hefty report 
highlighting	 every	 flaw	 in	 your	
future dream home can send many 
buyers into a full-blown panic!
 Know the right questions to ask 
a home inspector afterward, though, 
and this can help put that report into 
perspective. Here are the big ones to 
hit.

1. ‘I don’t understand [such and 
such], can you clarify?’
 Just so you know what to expect, 
here’s how it will go down: A day or 
two after the inspection, you should 
receive the inspector’s report. It will 
be	a	detailed	list	of	every	flaw	in	the	
house, often along with pictures of 
some of the problem areas and more 
elaboration.
 Hopefully you also attended 
the actual inspection and could 
ask questions then; if so, the report 
should contain no surprises. It should 
contain what you talked about at the 
inspection, with pictures and perhaps 

a bit more detail. If there’s anything 
major you don’t remember from the 
inspection in the report, don’t be 
afraid to ask about it.

2. ‘Is there any problem in this 
house that concerns you, and 
about how much would it cost to 
fix?’
 Keep in mind, most problems 
in the house will likely be minor 
and not outright deal breakers. Still, 
you’ll want your home inspector to 
help you separate the wheat from the 
chaff and point out any doozies. So 
ask him if there are any problems 
serious enough to keep you from 
moving forward with the house.
 Keep in mind that ultimately 
it’s up to you and your real estate 
agent to determine how to address 
any issues.
 “The inspector can’t tell you, 
‘Make sure the seller pays for this,’ 
so be sure you understand what 
needs to be done,” says Lesh.

3. ‘Should I call in another expert 
for a follow-up inspection?’

WILL SULLIVAN AUCTION CO.

WILLSULLIVANAUCTION.COM

NO-RESERVE 
FIREARMS AUCTION
Saturday, March 27, 2021
ONLINE-ONLY

Includes three full estate 
collections, hundreds of 
Fresh-To-The-Market guns. 
Everything sells to the highest bidder 
regardless of price. Bidding catalog with 
good photos and detailed descriptions available via 
ProxiBid. Items may be viewed, by appointment, at 
501 Main St., Carthage, IL 62321.

MORE INFO & BIDDING CATALOG AVAILABLE AT:

Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated

Managing Broker
Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., 
Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573

Office: 309-343-1186

1557 100th St., Monmouth - $249,900
MLS# CA1004822

Meticulously cared for 4BR 2BA home on 4 acres 
of beautiful grounds with fireplace in the large 
open concept living room, formal dining room, 
a remodeled eat in kitchen, newer generator, 

newer water heater and new plumbing.

110 Oakview Dr., Knoxville - $324,000
MLS# CA1000496

5BR 3.5BA ranch with two fireplaces, 
Amish cabinets, Anderson windows, beautiful 
oak pillars, trim, moldings, floors and built ins. 

On a fine lot with a basketball court at the end 
of a cul-de-sac overlooking a creek. 

Knoxville School District.

1127 Knox Rd 2400 N., Oneida, IL 61467
$499,000

MLS #CA999771
One of a kind investment opportunity 

available now! Oneida Senior Living is fully
 rented and ready to bring you a profit! Locally 

built in 2008! 4 total units all offering 2 BR.

 Expect to have to call in other 
experts at this point to look over 
major	issues	and	assign	a	dollar	figure	
to	fixing	them.	If	your	inspector	flags	
your electrical box as looking iffy, 
for example, you may need to have 
an electrician come take a look and 
tell you what exactly is wrong and 
what	the	cost	would	be	to	fix	it.	The	
same goes for any apparent problems 
with the heating or air conditioning, 
roof, or foundation. An HVAC repair 
person, roofer, or engineer will need 
to examine your house and provide a 
bid to repair the problem.
 Why is this so important? This 
bid is what your real estate agent 
will take to the seller if you decide 
to ask for a concession instead of 
having	 the	seller	do	 the	fix	for	you.	
Your inspector can’t give you these 
figures,	but	he	can	probably	give	you	
a sense of whether it’s necessary to 
call somebody in.

4. ‘Is there anything I’ll need to do 
once I move in?’
 Wait, you’re still not done! It’s 
easy to forget the inspector’s report 

in the whirlwind of closing and 
moving, but there are almost always 
suggestions for things that need 
doing	in	the	first	two	to	three	months	
of occupancy.
 Lesh says he sometimes gets 
panicked calls from homeowners 
whose houses he inspected three 
months after they’ve moved in. 
Although he’d noted certain issues in 
his report, the buyers neglected the 
report entirely—and paid for it later.
 “I had a couple call and tell me 
they had seepage in the basement,” 
Lesh says. “I pulled up their report 
and asked if they’d reconnected 
the downspout extension like I 
recommended. Nope. Well, there’s 
your problem!”
 Everything you didn’t ask the 
seller	 to	 fix?	That’s	 your	 to-do	 list.	
Isn’t owning a home fun?
 Audrey Ference has written 
for The Billfold, The Hairpin, The 
Toast, Slate, Salon, and others. 
She lives in Austin, TX. Follow @
audreyference
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BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries

	 Hello	to	all	from	the	Bowfishing	
Association of Illinois! March is 
here and it’s time to get after some 
bowfishing	trophies!	Hope	you	are	all	
doing well and are as excited about 
the upcoming season as we are. Not 
much	 bowfishing	 to	 speak	 of	 lately	
thanks to the freezing temperatures 
last month so we are going to look 
at some new events and products 
coming soon!

SHURESHOT WINTER 
INVASIVE NUMBERS CONTEST 
	 For	 the	 first	 time	 ever	 not	 one	
fish	 was	 entered	 in	 the	 contest	 for	
the month of February. The cold that 
moved in stayed a lot longer than we 
have seen in recent years and kept 
bowfishers	 off	 the	 water	 statewide.	
Before February members were 
slamming the common carp with 
Ed DeVries winning in October, 
Rick Urban taking November 
and December, and Phillip Albert 
winning	 his	 first	 contest	 taking	 the	

month of January. One more month 
before the spring/summer contest 
starts! We will include a pic of some 
of	Phillips	fish	here!

NEW CONSTRICTOR SLIDE 
FROM INNERLOC!! 
 Another innovation from our 
good friends and longtime BAI 
sponsor Innerloc H2O! The new 
Constrictor Slide is made for the 
bowfishing	 arrow	 OR	 crossbow	
bolts! We will include a picture and 
here’s what Innerloc has to say about 
their new slide!
 Innerloc® H20 introduces the 
Constrictor™ Slide System. This patent 
pending	 newly	 designed	 bowfishing	
arrow slide is created from all stainless 
steel for unmatched toughness. The 
Constrictor™ features a 3-loop tie 
area that creates opposing forces as it 
is pulled on. The harder you pull the 
tighter it holds. The slide functions 
as a spring becoming its’ own shock 
absorber reducing shock when an 
arrow is shot. Constrictor™ has a slim 
profile	 that	 reduces	 drag,	 improving	
accuracy and deep-water penetration. 
Avoid snap back. 5 per package. 5/16” 
and 22/64” models available.

MORE MONTHLY PRIZES FOR 
THE INNERLOC INVASIVE 
NUMBERS COMPETITION!
 As a way to thank the many 
new BAI supporting members, we 
have added some new twists to the 
contest. We now have four times the 
prizes to be awarded each month 
in the Innerlocs Invasive Numbers 
competitions. The 2021 contest will 
feature a grappler arrow for the 
bowfisher	who	takes	the	most	of	each	

species, silvers/bigheads, common 
carp and grass carp. plus, there will 
be a fourth arrow given to those who 
did	not	a	species	prize	via	raffle	based	
on your points earned during the 
month. PLUS, there will be a grand 
prize for each species. Contestants 

20212021
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021

Mark your calendar to take the day off and meet us 
at the BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER.

DOORS OPEN AT 10:30AM. TAKE YOUR SEAT PROMPTLY 
AT 11:25AM. PROGRAM STARTS AT 11:35AM

www.igold.isra.org
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may only win one arrow per monthly contest so 
there will be a chance for all. So no silvers near 
you? No worries! Grassies but no commons? You 
can still compete!
 And remember all can take part but you must 
be a BAI Supporting members to win prizes. Will 
also have more to add soon AND we have some 
cool	stuff	lined	up	for	the	Bowfisher	Of	The	Year	
contests! To become a supporting member contact 
us	 at	 either	 bai@bowfishingassociationillinois.
com	or	baibowfishing@yahoo.com.

NEW BAI E-NEWSLETTER & UPDATE EMAIL
 As many know Facebook is not what it used 
to be becoming very political and not reaching the 
amount of members who like its pages. And many 
people are leaving social media as a result. For those 
tired of it all and who want other ways to hear of 
BAI news and updates we have set up a new club 
email account and will be sending updates when 
needed, a new BAI E Newsletter and a digital copy 
of Adventure Sports Outdoors Magazine each month. 
Its all free and all you have to do is send an email to 
bai@bowfishingassociationillinois.com	to	be	added.

BAI ILLINOIS OPEN
 The	BAI	will	hold	the	first	ever	statewide	open	
shoot	this	summer!	And	to	make	it	fair	for	bowfishers	
across the state we will have check in and take off 

locations in the northern, central and southern 
part	of	the	state.	You	can	fish	the	water	you	wish	
and see how they do against all other locations. 
Individual	fish	prizes	will	be	awarded	 for	 the	
largest	fish	of	most	species	as	well.	Much	more	
to come on this exciting new event! And watch 
for more info on several kids’ derbies, a Back 
The Blue shoot and some pro/am events. Most 
of our events are free for all to join. We will have 
some great food and fun at all meet up locations 
before	and	after	we	bowfish.	Competition	takes	
a backseat to camaraderie! Contact us anytime 
with any questions you may have.

JOIN US!!
 AS we close out this month’s BAI 
News	 and	 start	 a	 new	 bowfishing	 season	
we once again invite you all to join us! 
General memberships are 100% free and get 
you on the E Newsletter lists. We invite all 
who	never	bowfished	to	check	it	out.	Come	
out	 to	 an	 event,	 check	 out	 the	 Bowfishing	
Association of Illinois on social media or 
send us an email with any questions you have 
regarding	bowfishing.	WE	are	here	 to	grow	
our sport, protect our sport and increase the 
fun and opportunities for all. And you are all 
invited! See ya next month!

PRIME
HUNTING

877.232.9687
RealtreeUC.com

#35113-00469  |  
$2,600,000

• Dixon Springs, IL
• 900± Acres
• WRP Easement
• Well Maintained
• Trophy Whitetail,
 Waterfowl & More
• Timber, Cropland,
  Cypress Marshes  

23197 N. ARROW RD, CUBA, IL 61427 - $174,900
Exceptionally nice single family attached home on the Golf Course. Oak Kitchen with 

Granite tops and breakfast bar. Beautiful hardwood floors in kitchen, dining and living areas. 
Vaulted ceilings. Master suite with shower, tub, walk-in closet, and access to the covered 

patio. Full guest bath and laundry on the main. Partial basement is nicely finished with a wet 
bar, and 1/2 bath (great for guests too). New roof 2018. Bedroom carpets 2016. Kitchen and 

refrigerator 2016. Basement refrigerator 2015. Washer/Dryer 2015.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520
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 As I sit here at my desk, it’s 
February.	 And	 winter	 has	 finally	
decided to show up in force. The 
temps are dropping to single digits 
and snow is falling. Where was this 
weather in December? Couldn’t we 
have had a white Christmas? Was 
that so much to ask? But I digress. 

It’s February and for those of us who 
plant gardens that means it’s time to 
plan and even start some seeds. 
 Over the summer my oldest 
daughter worked with what we had 
and made a garden. Then she took 
the fruits of her labor to the farmers 
market to sell. There she learned that 
Flowers and trees sell well, but not on 
those hot summer days. 
 She earned enough money 
though, to buy herself a green house 
and some extra gardening essentials. 
This gave her access to extend her 
growing season, just a bit longer. 
 By Christmas she had peppers to 
harvest. We decided to try some new 
ways to preserve things. We recently 
bought a dehydrator, so why not 
dehydrate the peppers, and crush them 
to use as seasonings? Great idea, right? 
 Maybe. The Peppa dews and 
Nada Peno’s which are a lot like green 
peppers.	Sure,	 those	were	fine	in	the	
dehydrator, even if the whole house 
smelled like peppers. Perhaps the 
Dragon Cayenne’s were a bad choice 
for the dehydrator. We did them last 
and thank god we did. In under an 

ON THE 
HOMESTEAD
By Crystal Routley

hour none of us could breathe. 
 So, the decision was made to 
finish	drying	them	in	the	garage.	It	sure	
took longer, but we were all happy to 
breath fresh air. Now we have lots of 
peppers to use in our recipes and sell 
at the upcoming markets.
 I have to take a moment to point 
out, when our world stopped and 
the world seemed to stand still, my 
daughter didn’t. She kept tending the 
flowers	and	veggie	gardens.	She	kept	
trying to make a go of this little side 
business she started. 
 Now the rest of us have done 
whatever we can to help her. For me 
that means setting aside my writing 
and household chores. For my 
husband, it’s one less thing he can get 
done on his never-ending list. 
 But I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. I remind myself, someday, this 
too shall pass. They won’t be kid’s 
forever, and soon her business will 
take off and she won’t have time to 
hang out with her parents.
	 So,	 I’m	 doing	 all	 I	 can	 to	 fit	
everything in. Bows will be pulled 
down off the hooks as soon as 

the weather breaks. To practice 
my favorite sport. Not long after, 
mushrooms will be popping, and 
crappie will be biting. Then there’s 
the summer of tending the garden. 
A ugust brings another thing we 
can teach the girls. How to squirrel 
hunt. Yep, they’ve been asking. When 
I	was	young,	 I	 took	my	22	 rifle	and	
headed to the woods without a second 
thought. These days I can’t let my 
girls do it, for a couple of reasons. The 
biggest one. It’s a different world. We 
don’t live on my grandpa’s farm and 
we don’t own our own piece of land. 
 So, if we get the chance to hunt 
a tree rat or two, then I’ll have the 
chance to show them how to skin it 
and how to tan a hide. I’ve never tried 
to tan a squirrel hide, but we’ll have to 
work with what we’ve got. 
 The	harder	request	to	fill,	is	the	one	
my oldest daughter asked. She wants to 
run a trap line. I don’t have to tell those 
of you who’ve done it, just what that 
means. But for those of you that don’t, 
believe me when I say it’s more work 
than we can manage right now. 
 I would love nothing more than to 

HOYLANDHOYLAND
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:
HOYLAND AUCTION, INC.HOYLAND AUCTION, INC.

309-244-7140 or 309-696-0614309-244-7140 or 309-696-0614
Randy Hoyland #440000419Randy Hoyland #440000419

4882 Delavan Rd, Delavan, IL 617344882 Delavan Rd, Delavan, IL 61734

Specializing in Farm, Estate and Antique AuctionsSpecializing in Farm, Estate and Antique Auctions

Family Owned and Operated Since 1985Family Owned and Operated Since 1985

See Any Auctions in Your Future? Give Us a Call!See Any Auctions in Your Future? Give Us a Call!

See full line of auctions online atSee full line of auctions online at  

www.hoylandauction.comwww.hoylandauction.com

Heather Meeks of Green Valley, IL Heather Meeks of Green Valley, IL 
at Fort Madison Rodeo. She is the at Fort Madison Rodeo. She is the 

daughter of Randy and Tiffany Hoyland.daughter of Randy and Tiffany Hoyland.
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find	a	place	I	could	teach	my	girls	all	
these life lessons and skills, but right 
now it isn’t meant to be. Someday it 
might be for them and so I will keep 
teaching these skills, that none of their 
friends know. 
 One thing, I hadn’t thought 
about before, is probably the most 
important thing. How to manage 
your land. Now, I don’t mean corn 
and beans. I mean manage the land 
you are responsible for. 
	 So,	 this	 summer	 will	 be	 filled	
with learning how much land we 
have and how much the land can do 
for us, without stripping it of all its 
resources. This can be as simple as, 
learning that our land gives us food to 
eat, and the better the soil the better 
the food grows. 

 So, if you plant a garden year after 
year, without working nutrients back 
into the soil, soon you won’t get much 
of a crop. It can also mean, if you use 
the	land	to	get	firewood,	how	long	will	
it be before you run out of trees. 
 Hopefully we can teach all these 
things and they’ll never use most of 
them, but if ever there was time, they 
needed	these	skills	I	will	be	confident	
they are prepared for whatever comes 
their way. 
 So, follow along here in ASO 
Magazine for our adventures and as 
the snow melts and spring comes 
at last, we’ll keep ya updated and 
maybe give you a laugh or two along 
the way.

Miles Wrischnik, 
age 15, with his 

first deer harvested. 
The deer was take in 
Calhoun County at 
Alton Wood River 
Sportsman Club.

River Wrischnik, 
age 15, caught 

a 30 pound Blue 
Catfish off of an 

island on the 
Mississippi River 
near Alton IL in 

Madison county.

TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE 
AUCTION SERVICE 618-559-5082 OR 
EMAIL JOLEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM

LARGE OR SMALL YOUR AUCTION DESERVES A GOOD CALL!!

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM 
OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 

ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

MULTIPLE ESTATE 
& PERSONAL 

PROPERTY AUCTION
STANLEY ESTATE & LOCAL 

PERSONAL PROPERTY ITEMS

ITEMS BEGIN CLOSING 
MARCH 5 AT 5PM 

AUCTION PREVIEW WILL BE 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 3 5PM-7PM

LOGIN TO
WWW.LEHDEONLINEAUCTIONS.COM

WINNING BIDDERS CAN PICK UP THEIR ITEMS ON 
SUNDAY MARCH 7TH,  2021 FROM 9AM-12PM AT 

LEHDE AUCTION FACILITY 289 SOUTH ILLINOIS ST ADDIEVILLE IL 62214.
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1106 S. Main St.
Lewistown, IL 61542 - $490,000

815 W. Maple
Canton, IL 61520 - $129,900

15398 E. Kenabeck Trail
Cuba, IL 61427 - $425,000

114 N. 5th St.
Cuba, IL 61427- $89,900

804 S. Main St.
Canton, IL 61520 - $79,900

832 E. 3rd St.
Galesburg, IL 61401- $84,900

Susie
McMillen
Your Full Time Connection to Fulton
& Peoria Counties for Over 37 Years!

(309) 338-2900

susiemcmillen@yahoo.com • SusieMcMillen.com • Facebook.com/SusieMcMillenRealtor

3622 N. Knoxville, Peoria, IL
Each office if individually owned and operated

94 Hemlock
Canton, IL 61520 - $239,900

423 N. 1st Ave.
Canton, IL 61520- $109,900

69 Middle Park Drive
Canton, IL 61520 - $94,900

SOLD
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888-311-LAND

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

SKYLER PENCE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
spence@legacylandco.com

309-333-7404

792+ Acres in Cass County IL
Great Duck & Deer Hunting, 

Cabin, Boat, Tractor - $789,000

81 +/- Acres in Sangamon County, IL
River Front Hunting Property

$215,000

250 +/- Acres in Hopkins County, KY, 
Great Hunting, Tillable, Pasture, 

Outbuildings - $850,000

64.39+/- Acres in Shelby County
Amazing Recreational/Homestead/

Development - $412,000

160 Acres in Edgar County, IL
2- 80 Acres Parcels, Recreational, 

Homestead, Ranch, Hunting - $980,000

37.88 +/- Acres in Schuyler County, IL
Lake frontage on Schuyrush Lake, Crop 

Fields, Oak Ridges & Home Site-$215,726

60 Acres in Henderson County, IL. 
Illinois Big Buck Farm with 

Income - $265,000

80 Acres Robertson County, KY
Magnificent Custom Built Home with 

Great Hunting - $499,000

87 Acre Dream Property on the 
Illinois/Indiana Border

$750,000

31+ Acres in Ogle County, IL
Home site or Hunting Ground

$219,000

38.5 Acres, Timber, Hunting, 
Camping, Fishing on the Mississippi 

River in SW Illinois - $48,125

40 Acres Pope County IL Surrounded 
by Shawnee National Forest. 

Contact Agent for Price

115 +/- Acres in Fulton 
County, IL , Illinois Giant Buck 

and Great Crop Income - $584,900

KEVIN REDFORD
Land Specialist/Agent/KS

kredford@legacylandco.com
913-333-8490

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

BRANDON BOE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
bboe@legacylandco.com

309-645-1846

Schuyler County IL 
Outfitters Lodge and 94 Acres- $646,500

1+/- Acres, 3 Lots Close to River
Schuyler County, IL

$10,000

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Land Specialist/Agent Georgia

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 9 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences • ListHub
Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com



FISHING IN 
A WYOMING 
QUARRY
	 Susie	 and	 I	 have	 fished	 from	
southern Florida to northern Canada, 
from eastern Virginia to Montana. We 
have	caught	fish	in	fresh	and	salt	water.	
We have a 25-pound wahoo, a nine 
pound walleye, and a 30 pound salmon 
on the wall. (None of those are mine!)  
This year, we were going to a different 
location and try for 50-million-year-old 
fish	in	a	dry	lakebed.
 In many rock shops or gem and 
mineral shows, we have observed 
almost	perfect	fish	fossils	preserved	in	
limestone and cut 
into nice display 
size specimens. 
Many of these 
came from the 
southwest corner 
of Wyoming. 
Some are of 
museum quality 
and cost many 
hundreds or even 
thousands of 
dollars. There 
might be only 
one	 fish	 fossil	
displayed in the 
rock or a small 
school	 of	 fish	
on a big slab. 
We decided this 
would be our next 
“fishing	trip”.
 My computer 
searches for 
Wyoming	 fish	
fossils brought a 
lot of information 
about the location, 

how	 the	fish	got	 in	 the	 rocks,	methods	
of extracting them from their many 
millions	of	years	home,	and	how	to	find	
areas where hunting these fossils was 
allowed. Since much of the fossil rich 
area is government land, and we know 
the government will not let people pick 
anything off of “our” property, we had to 
find	private	locations	to	do	our	hunting.	
 During our research, we found 
there were several private quarries 
near the town of Kemmerer, Wyoming, 
just north of I-80 in the south-western 
portion of the state. Of course, since 
these quarries are privately owned, there 
is a fee required to do any searching 
there. All necessary tools are supplied, 
along with instruction on proper 
retrieval of the fossils. We thought the 
fee was reasonable since we would be 
allowed to keep everything we found 
(as long as it wasn’t something rare).
 After about a 1400-mile drive 
from central Indiana, stopping in Grand 
Island,	 Nebraska	 the	 first	 night,	 then	
in Laramie, Wyoming the second, we 
arrived at Rock Springs, Wyoming, and 
checked into the Hampton Inn which 
was going to be our home for the next 
two days.  As with every Hampton we 
have visited, this one was excellent. The 
room, breakfast, staff, service, and other 
amenities were excellent. They even had 
an ice cream machine in the lobby. 
	 We	 had	 decided	 on	 Warfield	
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By Rich Creason

Snowcapped mountains in Wyoming in mid-summer.

Author sitting in rockpile splitting slabs with hammer

 RE/MAX Traders Unlimited - 2209 Broadway Rd - Pekin, IL 61554

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated

MARY ANN LADENDORF
Cell: 309-241-5610

 mladendorf@gmail.com

BAYLEE GAMBETTI
Cell: 241-7700

 BayleeGambetti@gmail.com

BILL HILAND
Cell: 309-339-9554

bhilandremax@gmail.com

3416 Edgewater Drive3416 Edgewater Drive
Pekin, IL 61554 - $626,000Pekin, IL 61554 - $626,000
Wow!! A charming, treed lane is the grand approach 

to this especially beautiful home nestled on an 8-acre (+ or -) 
homesite! Built by Wharram, This home boasts spectacular 

finishes including 12” crown molding, 10’ ceilings,  
wine cellar, 2x6 wall construction, geo thermal, roof 2018 
and the finest cabinetry/amenities...plus, the ultimate in 

privacy w/dense woods and wildlife! Phenomenal 
location minutes from highway. Stately home! 

Gorgeous acreage! Unsurpassed quality and style! 
Site to be surveyed before closing.

 LADENDORF & GAMBETTI



12414 SR 78, MATANZA BEACH
Waterfront cottage

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

4532 WIMPEYVILLE, BATH, IL
Lodge with water access

5112 PATTERSON BAY RD., BATH, IL
Fantastic hunting lodge

PENDING

4542 WIMPEYVILLE, BATH, IL
Weekend getaway with water access

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Fossil Quarries on Muddy String Rd, 
(Road was a generous term!), north of 
Kemmerer. We left the main highway, 
got on a half gravel, half dirt road and 
followed a water tanker truck which 
was wetting the road for several miles. 
Then we came to our turnoff for the 
quarry. Another mile or two doing 
about 10 MPH (or less) brought us to 
the	dig	site.	We	checked	in	at	the	office,	
paid our fee, and received our hammer 
and chisel. Glen escorted us to the hunt 
area and gave us instructions on what to 
look	for	and	how	to	find	it.
 Basically, we found a comfortable 
(?) rock to sit on and began splitting 
slabs of limestone into half inch or even 
thinner	pieces.	When	we	finished	with	
one rock, we grabbed another and split 

it.	 Eventually,	 we	 found	 our	 first	 fish	
fossil. As with our dinosaur bones, it 
was	exciting	 to	find	a	piece	of	history	
50 million years old which no one had 
ever seen before. Unlike the dinosaur 
bones, we would actually get to take 
this fossil home with us and display 
it somewhere or show in schools or 
nursing homes like we do with some of 
our other hobbies.
 To avoid having to get up and down 
too many times, I pulled all the rocks 
within reach over close to me, split them, 
then I tossed the blank pieces several feet 
away. When I cleared all I could reach, I 
got up, carried a bunch more slabs close 
to my seat. This gave me another half 
hour of splitting before doing it again. 
If I found a piece with a fossil, it went 

carefully into a stack close to me. 
 We continued splitting rocks, 
occasionally getting up to try to stand 
and walk around for a few minutes 
before resuming work. We looked 
around and saw about 15 other people 
doing the same as us. It was nice to 
know we weren’t the only strange 
people out here. We thought the road 
was a little rough getting in, but there 
were two trucks with trailers and one 
large motorhome in the parking area.
 We had signed up for the four-hour 
dig, and our hands were tired from all 
the pounding, but we had a great time. 
We	packed	our	finds	in	bubble	wrap	and	
carefully placed them in a box we had 
brought for the purpose. We didn’t count 
how many fossils we found, but it was 
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around	eight	or	nine	complete	fish,	some	
partial specimens, and one neat looking 
fish	 scale	 about	 the	 size	 of	 a	 quarter.	
Glen showed us how to clean more of the 
limestone off to reveal more of the fossil 
so some of our partials may turn out to be 
complete specimens when we are done.
 To check out more information 
on this quarry, go to www.fossilsafari.
com. It has lots of details on the local 
area and how the fossils ended up here, 
identifies	some	of	the	species	found	in	
the rock, and gives the fees, hours, etc. 
needed	to	set	up	your	own	fish	hunt.	
 While I wouldn’t drive the 3500-
mile round trip just to look for these 
fossils, there are plenty of other 
things to see and do in this area. We 
spent most of our time in Sweetwater 
County, Wyoming and visited a lot 
or other attractions, had a great meal 
at the Coyote Creek Restaurant in 
Rock Springs, drove the 100 plus 
mile loop around Flaming Gorge and 
photographed lots of wildlife. If we 
return to Wyoming to see Yellowstone 
or	 something	 else,	 I	 would	 definitely	
like	to	go	back	to	dig	more	fish	fossils.
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

This wall of rock is periodically broken 
down by dozer to get more slabs.

This was a nice fish we “caught.”
About 4 inches long.

This fish fossil needs thin layer of 
limestone chipped off to reveal 

whole fossil.

FARM  EQUIPMENT
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

LLC
AUCTIONS

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

SATURDAY MARCH 27, 2021 AT 9 A.M.
Auction Location: 7526 Old State Rt 121 Rd, Hopedale, IL 61747 

(Take exit 19 off I-155)

Taking consignments at the lot March 15-27
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Call or Email to get your items advertised skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Advertising Deadline March 6, 2021

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

www.BrentSchmidgallAuctionService.com
www.CalKaufmanAuction.com
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158 ACRES- CRYSTAL LAKE ROAD
JERSEY COUNTY- $1,027,000

CRP and Excellent Hunting
Gorgeous Rolling Hills!! Here is an opportunity to own 

this premium 158 +/- acres in the heart of Jersey county 
located only 5 miles from Jerseyville, 7 miles from Brighton, 

and approx. 30 miles from St. Louis Mo. This property features 
beautiful building sites, multiple potential lake sites, a wide 
flowing creek, a home that overlooks the bottoms, multiple 
grain bins with possibly 42,000 bushel storage, a few open 

front barns, and fencing and cross fencing. There are approx. 
102 acres enrolled in CRP programs that pay very well. The 

CRP ground has helped bring back the quail population with 
multiple coveys spotted and the deer, turkey, and rabbit 

hunting is excellent also.

NICK CAIN  - LISTING BROKER
Cell: 618-791-3583

Email: Nick@tarrantandharman.com

Timber and Tillable
Don’t miss this 80 acre recreational farm 

with convenient proximity to I-55. 
Approximately 30 acres are currently in row 
crop production, providing an attraction for 
the wildlife and an income stream. There are 
numerous options for home sites and some 

utilities are nearby. An established road system 
provides good access through the farm. A 

trip to St. Louis, MO or Springfield, IL can be 
made with limited road time thanks to the 

convenient access to the interstate.

TRAVIS TARRANT - MANAGING BROKER
Mobile: 618-974-9259

Email: Travis@tarrantandharman.com

4 MIDWEST BRANCH LOCATIONS:
HEADQUARTERS: 3644 FOSTERBURG RD.
ALTON, IL 62002 / OFFICE: (833) 824-LAND
LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & MISSOURI

WWW.TARRANTANDHARMAN.LAND

80 ACRES- SPANGLE RD. EAST
MADISON COUNTY- $396,000
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120 ACRES- WHITETAIL HAVEN
GREENE COUNTY- $594,000

Great Return on Investment
Creek, Timber and Trophy Buck Habitat

Whitetail Haven is 120 acres of rolling trophy buck habitat. 
If you had to pinpoint an ideal location for pursuing a record 
book buck, this would be the coordinates. This farm lays in 

hills just above the Illinois river bottoms and is nestled 
between 2 large contiguous tracts known as the Buckhorn 

Farm and the Galilee Farm. The neighboring owners all practice 
intense whitetail management and several major league ball 

players as well as professional hunters have come to this 
area to hunt big whitetail. There are 79.31 acres enrolled in a 
CRP program and it generates $19,858 every year. The rolling 

topography allows for great access to stand locations and the 
pockets of timber give ample amounts of field edge.

TRAVIS TARRANT - MANAGING BROKER
Mobile: 618-974-9259

Email: Travis@tarrantandharman.com

17785 POWERLINE ROAD
GRAFTON, IL 62037- $850,000

5 Bedroom Estate on 6 Acres
Rarely does an opportunity present itself to acquire the 
most enviable and exclusive property in Jersey County. 

Magnificent resort like views consume the main and lower 
levels of this meticulous residence. A seamless flow is created 
from the vast dining, kitchen and living areas to the expansive 
outdoor pool, full kitchen/bar and bath house with floor heat. 

The main home includes 2 main floor master suites with a total of 4 
bedrooms and 3 baths along with a full walkout basement and 8 x 25 

walk in vault. Your piece of paradise comes complete with an oversized 
hot tub overlooking the 65,000-gallon saltwater pool and a 15 foot 

deep pond. Other highlights include, every man’s dream, a 65×50 
garage with floor heat, AC, 14 and 12 ft. overhead and sliding doors, 
a 9×11 butcher shop with hoist, rail system and walk-in cooler. Also 

incorporated, a weight room alongside the 800 sq ft. guest quarters. 
This gorgeous home provides lifestyle options aplenty!

KRISTEN HEITZIG-WELD - LISTING AGENT
Mobile: 618-946-9469 • Email: Kristen@tarrantandharman.com

4 MIDWEST BRANCH LOCATIONS:
HEADQUARTERS: 3644 FOSTERBURG RD.
ALTON, IL 62002 / OFFICE: (833) 824-LAND
LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & MISSOURI

WWW.TARRANTANDHARMAN.LAND
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DEER HUNTING SEASONS CONCLUDE WITH 
HUNTERS IN ILLINOIS TAKING PRELIMINARY 
TOTAL OF 162,575 DEER

SPRINGFIELD, IL – Hunters in 
Illinois harvested a preliminary total of 
162,575 deer during all 2020-21 archery 
and	 firearm	 seasons,	 which	 concluded	
Jan. 17, 2021. The total preliminary deer 
harvest for all seasons compares with a 
total harvest for all seasons of 153,174 
deer in 2019-20.  
 During the 2020-21 deer seasons, 
hunters took 45.4 percent does and 54.6 
percent males.  
 Archery:  Archery deer hunters 
in Illinois took a preliminary total of 
75,544 deer (new record) during the 
season which began on Oct. 1, 2020 
and concluded on Jan. 17, 2021.  The 
total archery harvest during the 2019-20 
season was 67,743 deer. 
 Youth:  Youth deer hunters harvested 
a preliminary total of 2,321 deer during the 
three-day Illinois Youth Deer Season (Oct. 
10-12, 2020), compared to 3,774 in 2019.
 Traditional Firearm Season:  Hunters 

took a preliminary total of 76,579 deer 
during the Illinois Firearm Deer Season 
on Nov. 20-22, 2020 and Dec. 3-6, 2020, 
compared with 75,417 deer taken during 
the	2019	firearm	season.	
 Muzzleloader: Hunters using 
muzzleloading	rifles	harvested	a	preliminary	
total of 3,447 deer during the Muzzleloader-
Only Deer Season on Dec. 11-13, 2020, 
compared with harvest of 3,076 deer in the 
2019 muzzleloader season. 
 Late-Winter Seasons: The 2020-21 
Late-Winter Antlerless-Only and Special 
CWD deer seasons concluded on Jan. 
17, 2021 with a combined preliminary 
harvest total for both seasons of 4,684 
deer, compared with a harvest of 3,164 
deer taken during those seasons in 2019-
20. Season dates for the seven-day Late-
Winter and CWD seasons were Dec. 31, 
2020-Jan. 3, 2021 and Jan. 15-17, 2021.  
 There were 15 northern Illinois 
counties open to the Special CWD 

Season, which is used to assist in slowing 
the spread of chronic wasting disease in 
the Illinois deer herd. 
 There were 20 counties open for the 
Late-Winter Antlerless Season in 2020-
21.  Counties that are at or below their 
individual deer population goal for two 
consecutive years may be removed from 
the Late-Winter season.

 For more information on Illinois deer 
harvest in recent years (prior to 2020-21), 
check the IDNR website at https://www2.
illinois.gov/dnr/hunting/deer/Pages/
AnnualDeerHarvestReports.aspx
 The tables below provide a county-
by-county summary of preliminary deer 
harvest	 results	 for	 2020-21,	 and	 final	
2019-20 harvest results for comparison.

RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
2507 N. Main St. - East Peoria, IL 61611

Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

Lots 2 & 6  Remmert Farms
(Lot 2) $95,900 & (Lot 6) - $97,900
5.01 AC lot with lake access, and wooded 
Centrally located between Peoria and 
Bloomington, The Lakes of Remmert Farms 
offers beautiful, rolling lots that surround approx. 
a 6.5-acre stocked lake and a 1.5 acre stocked 
pond. Many of the lots are conducive to walkout 
foundations, and large outbuildings are allowed. 
All infrastructure has been completed and paid 
for by the developer, including a common well, 
power, and a paved road to the front of each lot. 
11 lot development - only 4 lots remain!

6209 W. Route 150,
Edwards, IL 61528 - $2,500,000

Will divide - 63.463 acres (58.703 ac zoned I-1, 
4.76 ac zoned A-2) Remarkable Equestrian Estate 
w/ 4,800 sf home. 3 gated entryways & paved 
roads lined w/ gorgeous Maple trees lead up to 
the stately home w/ circular driveway & many other 
buildings. An abundance of wood fencing outlines 
the property & seen throughout the acres of pas-
ture.  Located near the Shoppes of Grand Prairie 
& easy access to Rt 150, with great traffic count! 

0 W. Cruger Road
Washington, IL 61571 - $720,000
27.15 acres - perfect site for subdivision 
development - utilities at lot line; mostly tillable, 
gently rolling farm ground

 0 Cox Rd. - Bushnell, IL 61422  
82 AC - $410,000

Fulton County is home to some of the biggest 
whitetail bucks in the country! This 82+ acre farm 
is proof, w/ 3 giant Boone & Crockett bucks takin! 
Well established food plots, & mature timber! 
40 acres of corn & soybeans to farm. There are 
multiple fingers of timber stretching out into the 
grain fields for perfect ambush sites, & amazing 
building site. This farm truly has it all!

County Archery Youth Firearm Muzzle
loader

LW-
CWD

Total

Adams 1492 125 2178 80 0 3875

Alexander 232 24 453 24 0 733

Bond 420 26 710 13 0 1169

Boone 145 4 109 2 21 281

Brown 876 62 970 39 171 2118

Bureau 719 31 967 44 0 1761

Calhoun 891 56 849 42 0 1838

Carroll 598 16 641 20 75 1350

2019-2020 FINAL DEER HARVEST
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803 W. Pioneer Parkway • Peoria, IL 61615
Cell 309-657-8182

bmonge@maloofrealty.com
www.brianmonge.com

931 E. RICHWOODS BLVD.
PEORIA, IL 61603

$114,900
4 Bedroom
2 ½ Bath

2 Car Garage
Charming 4 bedroom home in 
McDowell Place Subdivision. 

Move-In Ready!

125 SW JEFFERSON ST.
PEORIA, IL 61602

$219,900
3 Bedroom

2 Bath
Beautiful Views from the 27th 

Floor of  the Twin Towers!
Completely Updated

1122 N. CORONADO DR.
PEORIA, IL 61604

$89,900
3 Bedroom

1 Bath
2 Car Garage

Affordable and updated Ranch 
in Limestone School District. 

Immediate Occupancy!

2921 N. MISSION RD.
PEORIA, IL 61604

$72,500
3 Bedroom

1 Bath
Updated 3 bedroom ranch, 
fenced yard, appliances stay. 

Immediate Occupancy!

102 N. 10TH ST.
PEKIN, IL 61554

$69,900
2 Bedroom

2 Bath
Affordable move-in ready 
2 bedroom, 2 bath home. 
Updated kitchen with all 

Appliances.

10701 N. SAWMILL LANE
DUNLAP, IL 61525

$264,900
4 Bedroom
2 ½ Bath

New Construction located in 
Dunlap’s popular Fields 

Crossing Subdivision

Cass 666 24 599 28 0 1317

Champaign 393 17 208 19 0 637

Christian 546 29 564 27 0 1166

Clark 846 35 1042 59 0 1982

Clay 652 61 1098 29 90 1930

Clinton 565 33 631 22 0 1251

Coles 769 20 621 22 0 1432

Cook 145 0 0 0 0 145

Crawford 904 48 885 29 133 1999

Cumberland 584 43 772 31 0 1430

DeKalb 179 3 108 8 23 321

DeWitt 526 21 355 24 0 926

Douglas 180 9 137 9 0 335

DuPage 42 0 0 0 0 42

Edgar 490 20 530 28 0 1068

Edwards 308 22 365 19 0 714

Effingham 620 75 888 28 74 1685

Fayette 1081 58 1514 52 0 2705

Ford 59 5 106 5 0 175

Franklin 1240 42 1376 65 0 2723

Fulton 1747 99 1904 69 209 4028

Gallatin 315 11 399 14 0 739

Greene 913 66 1043 52 0 2074

Grundy 356 10 266 11 39 682

Hamilton 876 64 1043 41 147 2171

Hancock 903 72 1655 83 0 2713

Hardin 494 20 858 44 0 1416

Henderson 312 23 406 17 48 806

Henry 537 27 407 21 0 992

Iroquois 428 25 493 28 0 974

Jackson 1267 92 2109 77 0 3545

Jasper 733 59 1031 37 0 1860

Jefferson 1720 101 1889 99 0 3809

Jersey 638 41 626 21 0 1326

JoDaviess 1129 62 1455 37 315 2998

Johnson 784 54 1384 44 0 2266

Kane 327 1 24 2 6 360

Kankakee 305 11 197 11 34 558

Kendall 196 5 65 6 18 290

Knox 1007 39 1086 45 85 2262

Lake 290 0 5 0 0 295

LaSalle 718 25 703 25 113 1584

Lawrence 559 27 577 30 0 1193

Lee 437 25 449 21 39 971

Livingston 236 12 363 5 37 653

Logan 448 31 359 20 0 858

Macon 495 23 221 31 0 770

Macoupin 1236 79 1557 53 113 3038

Madison 987 47 633 26 36 1729

Marion 1186 77 1470 41 173 2947

Marshall 393 25 572 19 0 1009

Mason 497 25 357 15 0 894

Massac 401 14 435 16 0 866
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McDonough 577 44 713 39 56 1429

McHenry 582 2 241 5 43 873

McLean 540 22 524 27 0 1113

Menard 443 23 361 20 0 847

Mercer 538 42 789 26 70 1465

Monroe 473 44 949 20 58 1544

Montgomery 841 50 799 22 0 1712

Morgan 678 30 632 20 0 1360

Moultrie 400 17 238 8 0 663

Ogle 638 27 634 18 118 1435

Peoria 969 38 853 28 0 1888

Perry 1006 67 1319 58 291 2741

Piatt 262 9 116 9 0 396

Pike 2155 171 1929 142 0 4397

Pope 938 35 1431 68 0 2472

Pulaski 299 22 279 10 51 661

Putnam 296 9 337 12 0 654

Randolph 1289 173 2260 72 0 3794

Richland 537 28 685 24 0 1274

Rock Island 682 29 601 22 41 1375

Saline 656 48 880 38 131 1753

Sangamon 937 29 524 27 0 1517

Schuyler 1076 72 1316 55 0 2519

Scott 298 15 319 13 0 645

Shelby 1004 53 1116 45 82 2300

St. Clair 748 39 639 17 0 1443

Stark 144 8 149 10 0 311

Stephenson 532 17 548 12 107 1216

Tazewell 678 29 494 19 0 1220

Union 944 54 1293 51 0 2342

Vermilion 945 22 510 37 0 1514

Wabash 225 9 147 8 0 389

Warren 281 10 465 13 0 769

Washington 623 43 909 32 0 1607

Wayne 1092 60 1416 50 0 2618

White 576 37 757 50 0 1420

Whiteside 493 27 560 13 0 1093

Will 733 16 238 14 50 1051

Williamson 1402 36 1860 60 0 3358

Winnebago 480 8 265 11 67 831

Woodford 695 59 605 22 0 1381

Total 67743 3774 75417 3076 3164 153174

Sunday, March 14, 2021

Deer Hunting . . . continued
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  20212021
ILLINOIS GUN OWNER LOBBY DAY

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21
There’s power in numbers—

Join the 2021 IGOLD march to defend your gun rights. We’re just one
bad bill away from politicians infringing on our constitutional liberties. 

Stand by the ISRA and help stop anti-gun legislation in its tracks.

Let’s show the gun grabbers who’s boss!

Mark your calendar to take the day off 
and meet us at the Bank of Springfield Center.

Visit www.igold.isra.org

BANK OF SPRINGFIELD CENTER
Doors open at 10:30am. Take your seat promptly

at 11:25am. Program starts at 11:35am.
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & Custom 
Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

Warren Danz and Michael SueWarren Danz and Michael Sue  
Attorneys at LawAttorneys at Law

Workers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 YearsWorkers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 Years
Worker’s Compensation Worker’s Compensation

Social Security Law

Call the Office of Warren E. Danz and we can obtain a 19b emergency 
hearing in less than 30 days for workers’ compensation to restore 

your workers’ compensation benefits!

IF YOU’RE SUFFERING FROM A WORK INJURY OR AUTO ACCIDENT . . .

• Weekly Compensation
• Medical  Bills
• Cash SEttlements

• Lifetime Medical
• Social Security Benefits
• Your Pension Rights

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Semi-Truck Accidents
• Railroad Accidents
• Dog Bites

•  Worker’s Compensatio
• Slip & Fall Claims
• Diving or Drowning
• Construction Accidents
• All Other Injuries

Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Warren DanzThe Law Office

309-676-4645309-676-4645www.warrendanz.comwww.warrendanz.com 800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868

Call For a Free Consultation
NO FEE UNLESS YOU COLLECTHome or Hospital

Visits Available
710 NE Jefferson, Peoria, IL
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•  We can widen your 
fields and pay for the 
use of end rows.

• Demand and prices 
for American 
hardwoods have 
increased in 2021!

• Now that winter is 
over, walk your timber 
with one of our buyers 
before it gets hot.

Walnut Timber Buyers
We can harvest timber year round!

We are experienced at working around planting season!

 No middle man, minimum footprint, maximum profit! 

309-369-9524
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com

Find out what your timber is worth. Get a free 
appraisal from one of our licensed timber buyers!

N47
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