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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

Instant Savings on select models when  Instant Savings on select models when  
you buy a new Suzuki Outboard.  you buy a new Suzuki Outboard.  

See your dealer for details.See your dealer for details.

INSTANT SAVINGSINSTANT SAVINGS

SAVE RIGHT NOW ON 
SELECT SUZUKI OUTBOARDS

INSTANT
SAVINGS

REPOWER
FINANCE

Rates as low as 5.99%  Rates as low as 5.99%  
on new Suzuki outboards on  on new Suzuki outboards on  

approved credit.* [60 Months]approved credit.* [60 Months]

REPOWER FINANCEREPOWER FINANCE

Instant Savings applies to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki Outboard Motors made between 04/01/21 and 06/30/21. For list of designated models, see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. 
Instant Savings must be applied against the agreed-upon selling price of the outboard motor and reflected in the bill of sale. There are no model substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or extensions. 
Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 
months on new and unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on creditworthiness. $19.99/month 
per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or 
other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors purchased from a participating authorized Suzuki dealer between 04/01/21 and 06/30/21. “Gimme 
Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and read your owner’s manual. © 2021 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

SUZUKI
SPRINGTIME 
SALES EVENT
Don’t Wait Another Day.
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www.HarrisonsSportShop.com
15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Mon - Sat

AUG. 5-6-7, 2021 
218 West 1st St. • Bath IL 

For Info Contact:
Betty Deford • 309-546-2957
OriginalRedneckFishin.com

Costume Judging just prior to each Heat at registration tent.
Admission: $3 per day or $5 for both days (Kids 0-15 FREE!)

All net proceeds will be donated to Illinois Homeless Veterans.

Thursday, August 5th
4-6pm: Kids Free Fishing Tournament
6-10pm: Karaoke/DJ

14th Annual Original

Lots of Kids’ Events!

ALL ACTIVITIES ON RIVERFRONT 

Friday, August 6th
10am-Noon: Sign in for 1st Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 1st Heat (at registration tent)

Noon-2pm: First Heat
2pm-4pm: Sign in for 2nd Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 2nd Heat (at registration tent)

2pm-6pm: White Lightnin
4-6pm: 2nd Heat
7pm: Awards for the day announced
8pm-Midnight: Doghouse Daisy

Saturday, August 6th
6:30am: Breakfast at the Bath Fire Dept. 
10am-noon: Sign in for 3rd Heat
11am: Honor Guard Ceremony
12:30 pm: Little Miss & Master Carp ages 2-7
Noon-2pm: 3rd Heat 
2pm-4p: Sign in for 4th Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 4th Heat (at registration tent)
2-6pm: Willie & the Blues Hounds
6pm: Redneck King & Queen Carp Contest
 4-6pm: 4th Heat
7pm: Raffle winners & Awards for the day announced 
8pm-Midnight: Stone Cold Cowboys

 Betty Deford: 309-546-2957 • bettydeford00@gmail.com

Platinum Sponsors
Sisson's Country Inn 309-538-9200

Renken Electric - Josh at 217-737-9945
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MATT COX  
PROFESSIONAL LAND & FARM BROKER

309.221.1764 | matt@LandGuys.com

  
  4331 Conestoga Dr. Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 
LandGuys, LLC LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC of Wisconsin | LandGuys, LLC of Iowa | LandGuys, LLC of Tennessee LandGuys.com

PROFESSIONAL LAND & FARM BROKERS
Matt Cox

MATT COX IN-HOUSE EXPERT  
FOR WATERFOWL PROPERTIES
Matt is an experienced Land Broker & REALTOR® that has been selling real 
estate for almost 10 years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge with 
everything real estate is an asset to his clients. When you work with Matt,  
you will learn that he is genuinely honest and fair with every client he meets  
and will work diligently in helping the client achieve his or her goal.

Matt has brokered many real estate transactions in the last 10 years. He knows that  
each transaction is unique and his experience enables him to help navigate both sellers  
and buyers through all stages of the transaction whether it’s for a home, a recreational/
hunting property, a tillable farm, a 1031 exchange or waterfowl properties and shares.

Matt has become the LandGuys “in-house” expert for waterfowl properties. He is an avid 
waterfowler and understands how the wetland systems work, as well as how many of the  
“clubs” by-laws and rules work.



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:
ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247
asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)
Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Sales Associate: 
HARRY CANTERBURY
309-360-0487 • asoharry@gmail.com

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER
missywalker1974@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
8-Year Old Quincy, Illinois 

Turkey Hunter CJ Dietrich has 
had a very successful beginning 

to his outdoor career. 
(Photo by Grandpa Mike)
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DRAKE’S BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! • ICE COLD BEER! 

Lawndale, IL

 What a great month of adventure. 
Of course, as soon as the last magazine 
was put to bed, I started planning my 
mushroom hunts. Many people say 
Mother’s Day weekend is always the 
best but in my book the last two weeks 
of April is when the magic happens. 
 My first plan was to try a new 
area on the outskirts of Washington. 
Unfortunately, that did not pan out so 
well. I walked for an hour or so and 
found nothing so I decided it was 
time to go where I know there will 
be mushrooms. I set sail for another 

property and hopefully a better return. 
It did not take me long before I spotted 
my first morel. I spent four hours 
walking the hills and hollers trying to 
find the elusive morel. After finishing 
the day thinking, I need to get in better 
shape I ended up with 29 mushrooms. 
Not bad for the first time out. It seems 
I usually find around 20 the first time 
out and the numbers go up from there. 
The next day I was going to head to 
my grandparent’s old farm in Cuba. 
My aunt and uncle own the land next 
to it so I always try to make this trip 
once a year just to see the old farm 
and reminisce about my summer days 
spend bailing hay and straw. Back 
then, it seemed like a crazy way to 
make a few bucks but the work ethic a 

6 Adventure Sports Outdoors | June 2021

WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, June 26 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, June 26 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazineYouTube.com/ASOMagazine

ANDY’S 
CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

farm instilled in me thrives today. My 
grandma, for many years talked about 
this gully that split my grandparents 
and aunt and uncles farm and how 
she has found mushrooms in that area 
for forty years. So, that was where 
I was headed. To my glee, I took 
two steps in the woods and boom 
there was my first morel of the day. 
I spent a good half hour working this 
area and found 22 mushrooms. All 

I could think about is “man maybe 
this is the day I can put 5 or 6lbs in 
the bag and start giving them out to 
family and friends”. Not sure why I 
enjoy finding them and giving them 
away so much. We usually eat them 
three or four times. After that I make 
sure that people who are unable to go 
or have no place to go, get a pound 
of mushrooms to eat. I continued on 

Nice sack of big grey mushrooms

Some of the biggest greys I have ever found This was a first. There were actually 
three mushrooms in the tire. I had to 

reach inside to pick them.



Our cabin for the weekend.

 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm • Closed Sunday & Monday

my day, ended up walking over five 
hours, and only found one other small 
patch of seven morels. So somehow, I 
ended my second trip with 29 as well. 
 After two days of limited success, 
I was determined to find another mess 
of mushrooms. So, I headed to one 
more spot that I have in hopes of a 
little better result. Once again, I spent 
several hours working up and down 
the hills, along the field and creeks 
and this time I only ended up with 22 
mushrooms. This is not usually the 
case with me after the first time out, 
but this season just was not shaping 
up to be a good year for me at least. 
The weather kept turning cold for a 
couple of days. Then we would get a 
little heat up for a day or two and the 
temperature would drop. After three 
days of mushrooming, I was thinking 
that it might just not be my year. 
 After the third day in a row 
mushrooming, I decided to sit out a 
day and my buddy Al calls and says 
we are all set to go mushroom hunt 
this area he found 7lbs at a couple of 
years ago in one spot. We set out on 
Sunday morning to see if our luck 
would be much better. We started early 
and started finding a mushroom here 
and there. We walked the edge of the 
field where there was dead elm after 

dead elm. The area looked perfect. As 
I walked up to this old trash dump, I 
look across the gully and I see a perfect 
dead elm. The bark was falling off and 
there looked to be a couple in a small 
group. I yelled at my buddy Al who 
was heading that way and said there is 
a couple of perfect dead elms over there 
to check. He stated that was where he 
had found them a couple of years ago. 
I was standing on the other side of the 
gully and Al stated “I don’t see any”. 
I was hoping to find the mother lode. 
I decided to head down the side of the 
gully and when I did, I look up and 
there is a group of the biggest greys 
I have ever found. I started looking 
around and there were mushrooms 
absolutely everywhere in this trash 
dump. I have never seen anything quite 
like this. As I was looking up the hill, I 

could see groups of mushrooms under 
the grass, under the rose bushes and 
for the first time ever in a tire. Yes, you 
heard that right… a tire. Take a look at 
the picture with the article and you will 
notice a large mushroom in the tire but 
won’t you see there was actually three 
large mushrooms in the tire. You just 
had to reach to the inside and pull them 
out. Now, we did not eat these three 

TREMONT SHELL

Gas Pumps Open 24/7!
(with credit/debit purchase)

NOW AVAILABLE!
• Meal Deals •

• Family Meals •
• Group Orders •

(please call ahead for large orders- ask about $5 off offer!)

202 E. PEARL ST., TREMONT, IL

309-925-2117

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

GAMING BY:

VIDEO
SLOTS!

LIQUOR NOW AVAILABLE!

mushrooms because they had black on 
them from the tire I believe and was 
not sure anyone should eat them. After 
picking that group of mushrooms we 
continued mushroom hunting for a few 
more hours finding a couple here and 
there. When we were all finished, I put 
the mushrooms on the scale, and we 
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You never know where you will find a 
group of mushrooms. I will never 

walk by a trash dump again.

Leah with her 12” crappie and the other 
one she is trying to keep on was 11 ½”. Love 

having a fishing buddy in my wife.



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

had a little over 5lbs. So, for the year 
I probably ended up with 8 or 9lbs of 
mushrooms so it was a decent year. 
I never did make it out in May so I 
probably could have found a few more. 
 Since I was finished mushrooming 
for the year, we had our annual Lake 
Shelbyville trip. We have been going 
to Lake Shelbyville for ten or so 
years in the spring and sometimes we 
head down in the fall. My wife and 
I actually spent a short honeymoon 
there when we got married. We had 
such a good time we just keep going 
back. We usually try to go down for 
four days but being a softball coach, 
we were only going to be able to make 
it down for three days. We set off 
Friday morning and headed to Lithia 
Resort. We arrived to a beautiful 
cabin, which would be our home for 
the next couple of days. 
 After we unloaded, we headed to 
the lake. Leah, Cliff and I headed to 
my favorite spot. We weren’t there 
to long and we started catching some 
fish. We weren’t knocking them dead, 
but we were catching four or five 
keepers and hour. As I was rerigging 
one of my poles, a man came by and 
ask how we were doing. I told him 
ok but not catching them like crazy 
by any means. The gentleman looked 
at me and said, “if you go two coves 
over on the point with the wood, I 
caught over 100 fish in an hour”. I 

said, “I really appreciate you helping 
us out we will go give it a try”. We 
pulled up the trolling motor and off 
we went. It took us a little while to 
find them but when we did, we started 
catching some nice fish. Leah caught 
a nice 12” fish and while I was taking 
her picture she hooked into another 11 
½“ fish. She was on fire with the big 
ones. We trolled around, drifted and 
even threw some jigs at the bank and 
for the most part all of it was working. 
It finally came down to we needed one 
under to put the limit to rest. Finally, 
after ten- or fifteen-minutes Leah 
boated the last of the limit and to the 
fish cleaning stations we went. 
 After a successful Friday I was 
looking forward to Saturday morning. 
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As the morning arrived, Tim Conover 
decided he was coming with Leah 
and me.  We actually headed back to 
our favorite location to see if the bite 
was any better. We started fishing and 
starting catching fish regularly. Again, 
not one right after another but many 
of the fish we brought in was over 
10”and we decided the day before we 
were not keeping any of the unders 
unless they were 9 1/2 “to 10”. It took 

D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

us about five hours, and we had our 
limit so we headed back to clean fish 
and guess what? The motor would not 
start. A rookie mistake I charged the 
trolling motor batteries and not the 
big motor battery. Luckily, this is the 
second time I have done this and had 
put a pair of jumper cables in the boat.  
We were able to unhook a trolling 

Tim Conover and I with 
part of our second day limit. The beginning of the carve. Finished product.

continued on page 41



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

GRILLED FRESH WALLEYE FILLETS

WALLEYE, RICE AND MUSHROOM BAKE

•  Fresh walleye fillets, rinsed well and 
dried with paper towels

• 2 TBS butter, melted
•  1 garlic clove, minced and added to 

the melted butter
•  Fresh lemon, cut into wedges (optional)
•  Kosher salt and freshly ground black 

pepper to taste

1.  Cover the grill grate with foil and 
spray with vegetable oil.*

2.  Preheat the grill to medium-high. 
Place the walleye fillets skin side 
down on the sprayed foil and brush 
the fillets with the garlic butter.  

3.  Grill for approximately 3 to 4 
minutes, flip and repeat. 

4.  Fish is cooked when it flakes easily 
with a fork and is opaque in color. 

• 2 lb walleye fillets
• 6 slices of bacon, chopped
• 1-1/2 fresh mushrooms, sliced
• 1/3 cup celery, finely chopped
• 1/3 cup onion, finely chopped
• 1/4 tsp garlic powder
• 1/2 tsp onion powder
• 1/4 tsp kosher salt, or to taste
•  1/8 tsp freshly ground black pepper, or 

to taste
•  3 cups cooked rice (wild/long grain or white)
•  2 TBS homemade unsalted butter, melted

1.  Preheat oven to 350 degrees and grease 
a 9x13 pan.

2.  In a skillet over medium-high heat, 
fry the chopped bacon until almost 
done, BUT NOT CRISPY. Add the 
mushrooms, celery and onion, and 
sauté until tender. Add the rice and 
parsley and toss to mix well.

3.  Place the fillets in the bottom of the 
greased dish and season with salt, 
pepper, garlic and onion powder.

4.  Divide the rice mixture and mound 

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.

June 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  9

Fresh Walleye Fillets Foil Packet 
Method - Camping Approved
You may also spray a piece of heavy 
foil with oil and place walleye fillets 
skin side down in the center of the foil.  
Spread butter on fillets (or brush with 
melted butter) and top with another piece 
of foil wrapping up edges so it is tight.   
Grill for 6 to 7 minutes on each side or 
until it flakes easily with a fork.  Season 
with salt and pepper to taste and serve.

Fresh Walleye Fillets Stovetop 
Cooking Method
When you have fresh fillets, you can 
just cook them in a heavy skillet sprayed 
with oil, skin-side down.  Brush with 
butter or olive oil.  Cook for 4 to 6 
minutes on each side or until fillet flakes 
easily with a fork.  Season with salt and 
pepper to taste.

to cover each fillet and then drizzle 
butter over all. Bake until fish flakes or 
approximately 20 minutes. Let’s make 
the sauce.

Sauce
• 3 TBS homemade unsalted butter
• 3 TBS flour
• 2 cups cream
• 1/2 tsp garlic powder
• 1/2 tsp onion powder
•  kosher salt and freshly ground black 

pepper to taste
• 1 TBS fresh lemon juice
• fresh parsley for serving

1.  Melt the butter in a saucepan and whisk 
in the flour. Cook for 1 minute and then 
slowly whisk in the cream. Season with 
garlic, onion powder, salt and pepper.

2.  Plate the mounded fillet and pour sauce 
over each mound. Sprinkle with fresh 
parsley. Serve with crusty fresh bread and 
a salad. Learning how to cook walleye is 
fun; just wait for the compliments.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph Vandervort, Owner

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

FAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAPFAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAP

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 The number of national background 
check in April was 3,514,070.  Illinois 
accounts for 890,000 of those.  Background 
checks are run every night on FOID card 
holders, and another separate check is run 
of ICCL holders.  The number of people 
wanting to become firearm owners is still 
increasing.  I recently did an interview on 
the causes for the increased desire to own 
a firearm.  If you look around and simply 
watch what is happening all around us, 
those reasons become obvious. 
 The push for more gun control is an 
easy out for politicians who won’t or can’t 
face the truth.  They are, of course, aided 
by the anti-gun crowd and supported by the 
national news media.  The anti-gun side is a 
tool of the left wing who wants total control 
of everything.  They can’t get it if there is 
a large armed citizenry who might rise up 
against them.  The Second Amendment 
is one of the main reasons left wing 

Democrats want to pack 
the Supreme Court.  They 

not only want to destroy 
the Second Amendment, 

but everything in the 
Bill of Rights.  These 

people are a formidable enemy and can’t 
be minimized or discounted in any way.  
The level of their power is rising, and it 
is already impossible to stand against them 
alone.  I urge all of you to join pro-gun 
groups like the ISRA. 
 Federal Bankruptcy Judge Harlin 
Hale has dismissed the National Rifle 
Association’s bankruptcy case.  The judge 
ruled the case was not filed in good faith.  
He did not dismiss the case with prejudice 
which means the case can come back in 
some form.  This opens the door for Letitia 
James, New York Attorney General, to 
pursue the case.  Reuters News reports 
the Biden Administration pressured Judge 
Hale to dismiss the case.  I am sure that is 
no surprise to anyone but still it is a blow 
to Second Amendment advocates.  There 
is nothing that would make Joe Biden 
happier than to damage the NRA.
 There is no doubt the NRA and its 
five million members will fight on.  The 
New York lawsuit is distracting and makes 
the job of the NRA harder and damages 
its membership and fundraising efforts.  
The annual budget for the NRA is 300 
million dollars a year.  It sounds like a lot 
but considering all the things they do, I 
understand it.
 I am sure many of you have been 

noticing pro Second Amendment ads on 
national television.  Those ads are being 
produced and paid for by the Second 
Amendment Foundation (SAF) and the 
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms (CCRKBA).  The SAF is 
a 501c3 organization and the CCRKBA 
is a 501c4 organization.  The ISRA 
frequently works together on lawsuits and 
other projects with both organizations.  I 
recommend both organizations. 
 The ISRA lawsuits are still in the 
waiting mode.  Our work is completed 
now and we have to wait for the courts 
or others to respond before we can move 
forward.  We are fundraising for the ISRA 
Legal Assistance Committee (ISRA-LAC) 
to carry these lawsuits forward.  
If you have gotten a stimulus check or a 
return on your income taxes, the ISRA-
LAC would be a good place to put some 
of it.  The address is ISRA-LAC, PO Box 
494, Chatsworth, IL 60921.
 My seemingly eternal quest for 
ammunition had disappointing results 
this week.  Clerks in sporting goods 
stores and gun shops tell me that some 
people come in everyday looking for 
ammunition and if they find it, they buy 
it.  Most of us cannot make these daily 
rounds.  Still, ammo is loosening up but 
it is not cheap.  Keep trying.
 Three U. S. soldiers stationed at Fort 

Campbell, Kentucky, have been arrested 
for purchasing and reselling firearms 
to street gangs and others on Chicago’s 
south side.  The three soldiers, Demarcus 
Adams, Juris Brunson, and Brandon Miller 
purchased 91 firearms in Kentucky and 
Tennessee.  The United States Attorney has 
charged them with making false statements 
during the purchase of a firearm, engaging 
in firearms business without an FFL, wire 
fraud, money laundering and conspiracy 
to commit Title 18 offenses.  This is a 
federal case so it is unlikely they will just 
get a slap on the wrist and walk.  This was 
a criminal enterprise so laws making it 
tough on law-abiding citizens would have 
no effect in stopping any of this. That’s just 
a hint lawmakers!
 Of course, the big news is still the 
Vivian Brown case.  Just to refresh 
everyone, White County Circuit Judge 
T. Scott Webb ruled the FOID Card 
unconstitutional in the home.  This is not 
a blanket rejection of the FOID card, but 
it certainly puts a good-sized dent in it.  
Judge Webb rightly points out that no one 
in Illinois has Second Amendment Rights 
until they pay $10 and receive their FOID 
card.  It has long been thought by myself 
and many, many others that if Poll Tax 
of $2.00 and sales tax of pennies on a 
newspaper is unconstitutional why isn’t a 
$10 fee for a FOID Card unconstitutional?  
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FOR SALE - CALL FOR DETAILS



DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

The anti-gun side always claims the 
Second Amendment is different.  That is 
not true; they only want to convince people 
that it is different.  I don’t know when the 
Illinois Supreme Court will hear the Brown 
case.  I do know this case is likely to go the 
Supreme Court of the United States.  This 
ride is just beginning.
 The ISRA case regarding the failure 
of the ISP to issue new FOID cards within 
the statutory time limits is still waiting for 
a court date for oral arguments. 
 The ISRA case for failing to issue 
ICCLs in a timely manner is waiting for 
a reply from the Illinois State Police.  As 
always, we will keep you informed.
 British military journalist Sir Max 
Hugh McDonald Hastings does not like 
our Second Amendment or our AR15 
rifle.  He doesn’t think American citizens 
should own them.  Hastings has the typical 
British “I’ve been in the military and 
therefore I know everything attitude”.  So, 
Sir Max, I assume that you remember 
the outcomes of the Revolutionary War 
and the War of 1812.   American citizen 
marksmen were proficient in firearms and 
shot the pants off British troops.  Please 

recall we bailed you out of WWI and 
WWII.  By the way, Great Britain still 
has not yet paid its debt from the loans of 
WWI or WWII.  I expect the check is in 
the mail.  American gun owners sent rifles 
to Great Britain because they did not have 
enough arms to defend their island.  Some 
of those arms came home but those that 
stayed in Great Britain, you destroyed. 
 Fortunately, not all British are like Sir 
Max Hugh McDonald Hastings.  Before the 
turn of the century in 2000, I was attending 
the National Matches every year in Camp 
Perry, Ohio.  Camp Perry is always hot 
it seems.  In the evenings, competitors, 
coaches, staff and others would go down 
to a large ice cream stand in Port Clinton, 
Ohio.  One evening, I saw two couples who 
came over from Great Britain to see the 
National Matches.  I had met them earlier 
that day or the day before. I walked over 
to talk to them. I asked what they thought.  
One of them replied, “We are going back to 
Great Britain and apply to become United 
States citizens.  This is wonderful.”
 Well, Sir Max, I don’t think you 
understand Americans or half of the people 
in your country.  You don’t know how 

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

much Americans love their AR15s and 
other firearms.  One thing you might think 
about is that there are more gun owners in 
the United States than you have people in 
your country.
 Remember Mark and Patricia 
McCloskey?  They are the couple from 
St. Louis who had the audacity to defend 
their home from rioters who broke their 
front gate down.  Their trial is set to begin 
in November.  I don’t see how they can 
get a fair trial in the left wing infested St. 
Louis County.  A special prosecutor has 
been appointed.  At least that is better than 
Kimberly Gardner, the St. Louis County 
prosecutor.  Gardiner was re-elected thanks 
to lots of help from anti-gun people like 
Bloomberg and others.  Maybe they ought 
to hold the trial at the St. Louis Zoo where 
a lot of kangaroos live.
 Governor Pritzker has announced the 
World Shooting Complex in Sparta, Illinois, 
will become a Covid-19 vaccination site.  If 
you go there and get vaccinated, you will 
receive 100 rounds of trap, skeet or sporting 
clays at no charge any time before the end 
of October.  Of course, I just got my second 
shot - story of my life.
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ISRA.org

STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

 Reminder: Massad Ayoob’s MAG-
40 Class will be held at our range on 
June 10-13.  We offer a 10% discount 
to ISRA members for this course.  
To register, contact Andy Kemp at 
208.771.3413 or email andy1911@
imaxmail.net.

Thanks for being a member.  If you are 
not a member, JOIN NOW!

Upcoming Events: ISRA Calendar
For more information, visit www.isra.org



 The time to start thinking about 
crappie and walleye fishing on the 
same day with success is here!!! Lake 
Shelbyville is a tremendous lake with 
healthy populations of walleye, sauger, 
and crappie to name a few. During this 
period any angler has a chance to catch 
multiple species in multiple ways. This 
is the first real patterned bite for walleye 
of the year and the crappie are looking to 
recover from the spawn and feed back up. 
 Walleye populations, in the recent 
past, have continued to trend upwards 

making Lake Shelbyville a destination 
lake. The average size you can think 
about catching would be from 15-20 
inches and that could be either a walleye 
or sauger. The first shad hatch will be 
happening this month turning those 
walleye very active. Trolling is a great 
way to cover good water and focus on 
the exact water contour that the fish are 
holding on. Trolling spinners or long 
lining double jigs are both effective 
during this time. Walleye will be holding 
on river breaks in the 10–20-foot water 
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

MULTI-SPECIES DAYS!!!

NEW BOOK RELEASE! INTRODUCING... 

WINGS IN THE HANDS OF THE LORD
by Louis LaHood

Available for purchase now on Amazon.com

Wings in the Hands of the Lord presents a firsthand  
account of 30 bombing missions during WWII. From 
the pilot’s log of 1st Lieutenant Louis LaHood, this is the 
day-by-day memoir of his Army Air Forces service as he led 
his nine-man crew over various targets throughout occupied 
Europe in 1944.

LaHood vividly captures the dangers, near misses, and 
tragedies he encountered as a pilot, taking off from England in 
the foggy gloom of early morning, and completing his deadly 
assignments one-by-one.

This is the story of a boy becoming a man, leading others through 
war, and how a brush with failure helped him tap into a dormant 
faith, which became the foundation of his leadership.

minnows by the Charlie Brewer Slider 
Company, are perfect for such fishing. 
Last June we boated over 700 walleye 
and it was almost exactly 50/50 on the 
trolling bite compared to the casting bite. 
The early morning to mid-morning bite 
is typically the best time to ambush the 
shallow water columns and then work 
out deeper as the light penetrates through 
the shallow waters. Mud lines are a 
perfect place to find walleye staging in 

columns and usually most active at 15 
feet deep. Concentrate on areas where 
bait fish are stacked up and that could 
be a windblown point or shoreline. 
Walleye can be caught in shallower 
water columns during this time and 
casting baits into them is how to catch 
for shallow predators. Walleye become 
very aggressive when they are hunting 
prey in the shallow waters so be ready. 
Plastics, such as sliders and double action 

Boomer and John Slabbed Up!!



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!

MERCURY OUTBOARD 
SPECIAL - 25HP ELECTRIC 
START, TILLER WITH POWER 
TRIM/TANK AND PROP
 
$5,400 WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST
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Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage

Firewood • Lumber
Snow Removal

Zach Nayden
Owner/Operator

(309) 224-9113

wait for their prey to swim by. The mud 
line creates a darker water where the 
walleye ambush their prey without being 
detected. Just a reminder that the legal 
limit for a walleye or sauger is 14 inches 
in length and a total of 6 fish, which can 
be both walleye or sauger.
 The crappie are just coming off 
of an amazing spawn with terrific 
conditions.  They are now starting to 
school into massive groups, out in 
the flats and also into deep water with 
standing timbers. Trolling for them is a 
very effective and popular method for 
a great day on the water. Finding the 
depth and the water column the crappie 
are holding in is easy to do by using 
side imaging. Once you find the fish, 
make laps around the exterior of the 

school and also troll directly through 
the entire school. It is hard to believe 
until you see it, but there will be schools 
of crappie with literally thousands in it. 
Once you find the “wolfpack” school 
of crappie, casting into them is some of 
the most action-packed fishing you can 
have. Slip-corking over and through the 
same schools is another great technique 
to catch great numbers of fish. Lastly, 
the crappie that will be holding in deep 
water with timber will be fished with 
the Garmin Livescope! For anyone who 
has yet to see the Garmin Livescope in 
action please watch one of my videos on 
my website or Facebook page. Using the 
Garmin to target the fish, the pendulum 
toss technique is ideal for working 
multiple water columns. Crappie will be 

found around 12-18 foot deep in waters 
deeper than 30 feet deep. Regardless 
of the technique, crappie are going to 
become very active very quickly and 
the summer bite should be in full swing 
the first week of the month.  
 To book a trip you can visit www.
englandexpeditions.com or call 217-
520-3653.
 “HELPING CLIENTS CATCH 
MEMORIES ONE FISH AT A TIME”

All New Lowe Painted Skorpion 17’ with
25HP. PERFECT SANGCHRIS SPECIAL!

Perry and Neal…BIG DAY!! Randy and four JUMBO SLABS!!

Doug AKA “THE SLAB HUNTER”

Dan with a “MEMORY STRINGER”!!



my surprise and, need I say, the anger I 
felt when I walked into the spot I’d just 
sat the evening before only to find my 
ladder stand was gone.   The thieves had 
left the handmade stand on the east side 
of the trail alone probably because it 
was heavy and not a manufactured type.
 The second one was located only 
50 yards from the road and the lock 
had been cut on that one as well.    I 
could understand how any observant 
person traveling the road could pick it 
out but how in heck did they find the 
other two? 
 After cussing the dust, I starting 
to put things together and decided 
that while these lazy culprits were 
shining for deer to poach, they 
noticed the “bright eyes” (reflective 
thumbtacks) I use to mark the trail 
I take in to my hunting spots before 
dawn.  Obviously, they followed the 
thumbtacks right to my stands.   I 
use these reflective tacks so that I’m 
not stumbling around in the dark and 
alerting bedding deer of my presence.    
 Here are a few ideas you can use to 
prevent this from happening to you or at 
least make it a project for them to do it.
 1. If you use trail markers such as 
reflective tacks, put them lower to the 
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

300 E. War Memorial
Peoria

309-685-6606

7150 N. University St. 
Peoria

309-683-1100

150 B S. Main St.
Morton

309-263-2400

456 E. Main St. 
Galesburg

309-343-1168

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

STOP THIEF
By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz
marleneasomag@gmail.com

 Every year hunters head to their 
favorite spot only to discover their 
treestand has been stolen.     Most of 
the thefts go unreported because they 
are difficult to trace, and the cost of 
replacement is much less than say 
electronics or larger items.
 A few years ago, between sunset 
and dawn the next morning three of my 
stands were stolen.  Can you imagine 

ground and not at eye level like I used 
to do.   They are a great item for hunters 
who want to get to their stands quickly 
and quietly. Just shine a light on them 
and you can walk directly to your tree.   
But so can trespassers and criminals.
 2.  Lock in your stands.    I have 
locks on all of mine, but the thieves 
brought in bolt cutters leaving me to 
believe that they had already checked 

out the spot and knew exactly what to 
bring. Think about getting the heaviest 
log chain you can afford and are willing 
to carry to your stand.  Consider using 
cable rather than chain.   It might be 
more difficult for those would-be 
thieves to cut.      
 3. I use climbing sticks to reach 
some of my stands.    Removing the 
bottom one or two sections and taking 

Use trail cameras



• AMISH BUILT •

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIRMIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.comwww.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL
309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL
309-820-7543

Rentals Available for Contractors & Homeowners
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates

Minimal Delivery Fee

them with you would certainly throw 
a wrench into someone quickly being 
able to abscond with it.    I’ve just 
concealed them near (but not too close) 
to my stand in the surrounding brush.    
If thieves come at night they will 
probably be too lazy to look around for 
the sections.  They are looking for an 
“easy in—easy out” situation.  
 4.  Don’t set your stand up close 
to the road.   Remember, the harder they 
are to find the harder they are to steal.   
I always brush in my stands, even the 
ones deep in the woods, so that they 
are camouflaged from the deer’s line 
of sight.  This strategy works great for 
thieves as well.  You can’t steal what 
you can’t see.
 5. Sign your stands.   Now, with 
every new stand I buy I put marks in 
two different spots on it that, when 
recovered, I can say “Hey this one is 
mine!”  Usually, I scratch my name in 
an area that is very obvious to anyone 
looking at it.   Then I’ll make my second 
signature mark in some less noticeable 
spot.    A crook might paint over the 
first mark not even considering there 
could be a second one to identify the 
owner of the stand.

 6. Trail cameras are great tools to 
let you know what is going on, around 
or through your property.  However, 
if it isn’t well concealed the camera 
could be stolen as well, leaving you 
with even higher replacement costs.  
Be diligent when placing one near 
your stand or along the trail leading to 
it.    Cameras have improved so much 
in recent years that you should be able 
to set it back quite a few yards and still 
get quality pictures.
 7. Finally, don’t hesitate to report 
the incident to authorities.    They may 

just stop someone for a violation and 
discover stolen items in the vehicle.    
Often times the local police know 
who the troublemakers in the area are 
and can certainly keep a closer eye on 
them.     In my case, the deputy called us 
back within 24 hours of filing a report, 
to say they had located the stands.    
Apparently, our crooks had taken them 
across state lines to an auction house.     
All we needed to do then was pick 
them up (among the other 10 that had 
been recovered) at the station.    
 Thieves have a way of not only 

damaging your pocketbook but also 
your sense of security and faith in 
the honesty of your fellow man.  My 
husband and I are now continually 
looking at how secure everything is, 
even around our house, hunting shack 
and vehicles.    It’s the sad truth but if 
a burglar wants something he’ll/she’ll 
get it.  I plan to make them work a lot 
harder though.
 So, until next month, don’t forget 
to take you daughter, granddaughter or 
niece bowhunting.

Log chain grade 70 Coated cable and lock



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Use Custom Jigs Ice Jigs all year ’round
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EASY WALLEYE AND WHITE 
BASS FISHING
By Walt Matan

 Many lakes and rivers in the 
Midwest are loaded with walleye and 
white bass. While a lot of anglers 
target walleye and consider white 
bass a trash fish, I think they offer 
great sport and a great opportunity 
since they are such fun to catch!
 Don’t get me wrong, I love 
walleye fishing. I’ve fished dozens of 
lakes and rivers all across the Midwest 
in search of trophies. I love targeting 
true trophy walleye, but I also love 
catching fish...lots of fish every time 
I go fishing and the addition of those 
pesky white bass can turn a four fish 
day into a twenty fish day!
 May and June are prime months 
for white bass. They are either 
spawning or in post spawn, putting 
on the feed bag. Like walleye, they 
can literally be anywhere from two to 
forty feet and like walleye they will 
bite nearly anything. Vertical jigging, 
trolling, casting and set lines will 
produce...you just have to figure out 
where they are and what is the right 
presentation for the day.
 When I’m fishing from shore, 
I like to have three rods rigged and 
ready with different presentations 
and I will refine them, once I start 
catching. On one rod, I’ll have a jig 
with plastic, this is my active search 
pole. I’ll pitch it everywhere, shallow, 
deep along the shore and around 

obstructions. My second rod is a set 
line. Here I’ll use a weight, hook and 
live bait like a minnow, leech or half 
crawler. My last rod holds a crankbait 
like a Flicker Shad.
 When in my boat, I have trolling 
rods rigged with Flicker Shads, Wally 
Divers, or Salmos, a few jigging rods 
with plastic and another jig rod with a 
weedless jig and live bait. I’ll fancast 
likely areas with live bait and plastic 
and then move on to the next spot by 
trolling. If the casting produces, I’ll 
stick to that. Conversely if trolling is 
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hot, then I’ll troll a while. You gotta 
catch while the catching is good, 
otherwise you’re just out enjoying 
the scenery! 
 Trolling is a great way to search 
for fish and spot/mark structure that 
you can come back to as you are 
trolling an area. A lot of anglers will 
spend hours driving around, looking 

MIDWAY MARINE

309-343-3810
boatramp@mchsi.com • 703 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401

 INVENTORY & BUILDING FOR SALE

for that big pod of fish with their 
livescope or sidescan and then go 
back and pound those areas hard. I’d 
rather be trolling around searching, 
trying to get a tug on the line as I look 
for those hot spots. 
 If I’m searching shallow and 
there’s a lot of fallen trees or depth 
changes that cause problems, I will 
only fish one rod, held in my right 
hand as I drive along, steering with 
my left hand. A slow pumping action, 
pulling the rod forward, enticing the 
fish, followed by a slow drop back 
will often trigger strikes. By holding 
the rod in my hand, I can feel bottom 

Be like Walt and be happy for the white bass!



ticks, weeds and fallen trees and I can 
raise the rod quickly, so I don’t snag.
 In more open, deeper water, 
I’ll use three rods. One straight off 
the back and two on the sides. My 
side rods are 11 foot long with soft, 
fast tips and my drop back rod is a 
7-1/2-footer that is a little stiffer. 
With this set up I can cover nearly a 
30-foot span from one end of a rod to 
the other.
 Remember, while I am trying to 
catch fish while trolling, I am also 
searching for structure that will hold 
fish as well as the fish themselves. 
A lot of anglers use boards. Boards 
are great if you’ve got two good 
fishermen in the boat. One angler 
runs rods and boards, the other 
drives. The problem with boards on 
the lakes and river I fish is that you 
get a lot of action from small walleye 
and white bass that will hang on the 
lures and you never see the board 
move. You can be trolling along for a 
half hour and then when you reel in, 
you’ve got dinks on all your rods that 
you never knew were there.
 Once some good structure is found 
it’s time to get serious. I’ve got one 
of those trolling motors with spotlock 
which is the greatest thing since sliced 
bread. You can troll slowly forward, 
hit the spotlock, which holds the boat 
steady so you can work an area over 
thoroughly or net a nice fish. 
 I prefer B Fish N Tackle’s H20 
jigs as my jig of choice. Whether 
I’m fishing live bait or AuthentX 
Plastic Ringworms, Moxis or Ribb-
Finns, these jigs come in a variety of 
weights and the weight is stamped on 
the bottom of the jig head for easy 
identification. You need to use the 
right weight at all times, or you will 
snag up. I also like to have a least one 
deadstick rod set in a holder with an 
H20 jig and live bait set a few inches 

up to a foot off bottom. These jigs 
have a wire keeper which holds both 
the live bait and plastic tight to the 
head, which stops short strikes.
 So next time you are out walleye 
fishing, be happy for the white bass 
too! Try some of these tips and 
techniques I’ve outlined, and you 
might just bring home a fine mixed 
bag of fish for dinner!

Walt Matan is the chief lure designer 
for Custom Jigs & Spins, 

B Fish N Tackle and AuthentX plastic. 
Call 1-800-831-5535 for a FREE 2021 
Tips and Tricks catalog or you can 

log on to www.customjigs.com and 
download it right now!
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 Walt Matan is the chief lure 
designer for B Fish N Tackle and 
Custom Jigs & Spins. For more 
information on walleye and white bass 
fishing and for a FREE 2021 Tips and 
Tricks catalog call 1-800-831-5535 or 
log on to www.customjigs.com.

•  Fully Guided Archery, Firearm and 
Muzzleloader Whitetail Deer Hunting on 
750 acres. Includes Meals and lodging
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Meals and lodging
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Guides: Michael Eikenberry and Jeremy Dulaney
76 Clark Road, Golconda, IL 62938

Allaroundoutfittersllc@hotmail.com

(937) 726-3792  • www.allaroundoutfittersllc.com

This walleye engulfed an H20 jig with 
AuthentX plastic!

Whitebassapolooza!



CAST & 
BLAST AT 
SHUHART 
CREEK
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

Calls.  Eric Steinmetz and Brian 
Benolken have the most unique and 
versatile turkey call on the market today.
 Last winter while at an outdoor trade 
show out east they met Rich Burian.  
Mr. Burian is the owner/operator of 
SHUHART CREEK WHITETAILS in 
Hancock County, Illinois.  As these 3 
guys got to know each other over the 
3-days that their booths were side-by-
side, Burian expressed his huge desire 
to promote youth hunting, especially 
at SHUHART CREEK. In fact, Rich 
Burian offered to donate a 2021 youth 
turkey hunt to Cutting Edge Game Calls 
to use as they liked.  What a great gesture 
from a true outdoorsman.
 It was shortly after that conversation 
when my phone rang.  Brain Benolken 
knows that I have a Grandson who loves to 
hunt.  He offered us this hunt and told me 
how to get in touch with Mr. Burian.  From 
our first conversation we were friends.
 Rich explained to me that 
SHUHART CREEK WHITETAILS 
operates on about 2,500-acres in west-
central Illinois in Hancock County near 
Warsaw.  We sat our date for the last 
weekend in March which is the first of 2 
weekends that Illinois offers youth-only 
turkey hunting.
 My 9-year-old Grandson Connor 
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(CJ) was excited about our plan.  In 2020 
CJ, on his first ever turkey hunt, killed a 
24-pound tom.  Trying to go 2-for-2 had 
him pumped-up.
 We arrived at SHUHART CREEK 
about 5pm on the evening before 
opening day.  Rich had arranged for his 

guide, Greg Hymes, to meet us and show 
us around.  To prove it is a small world, 
I have known Greg for over 25-years.  
I did not, however, know that he was 
working with Burian
 Greg had a blind ready for us and 
we took most of our gear out there that 

JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com

 About 18-months ago I became 
acquainted with the 2 gentlemen who 
own and operate Cutting Edge Game 

Young outdoorsman Connor Dietrich shows how you can be successful with a 4Play box 
call at SHUHART CREEK WHITETAILS in the spring.  (Photos by Grandpa Mike)
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evening so we would not have so much 
to carry in the dark the next morning.  We 
saw about 20 turkeys on that short trip.
 We got settled in the extremely 
comfortable SHUHART CREEK lodge.  
Before Greg left, he suggested we grab a 
couple of rods and reels in the lodge and 
try some fishing in the pond.  He said we 
might have some luck.  Well, let’s just 
say that CJ’s first fish of 2021 was a solid 
4-pound largemouth bass.  He rubbed 
that in all night.
 CJ and I were up and at it plenty 
early the next morning.  As we shared 
some chocolate chip muffins and milk, 
I explained to him, again, that he had 
been very lucky last year to get a gobbler 
on his first day of turkey hunting ever.  I 
wanted him to fully understand how hard 
this is, and that success is not common 
every season.  Sometimes you just have 
to enjoy the hunt without a kill.  He was 
so excited to get out there I am not sure 
that speech even sunk in.
 We got to the blind well before first 
light.  His 20-gauge was loaded and on 
its rest.  My camera was on the tripod 
and ready, as well.  It was not long before 
we heard the first distant gobble.  He did 
not even turn around.  He just gave me a 
subtle, “Thumbs up”.  I smiled.
 Once the gobbling started it 

increased rapidly.  There were, and I will 
not exaggerate, birds in every direction.  
CJ turned and whispered to me, 
“Grandpa.  We’re surrounded!”  I must 
admit it was pretty exciting.  The first 
time I am in that situation and DON’T 
get excited, I am selling all my gear.
 By 7:15 the gobblers were on the 
ground and we started calling.  CJ has 
learned all the tricks the 4Play box call has 
to offer.  We had decided that he would be 
the hen and I would be the jake.  We had 
out 2 hen decoys and a strutting jake.
 His first series of hen yelps was a 
bit shaky, but he got a response from 3 
gobblers.  “I’m impressed,” I whispered.  
He just grinned.
 We had 2 or maybe 3 birds in the 
holler over our right shoulder at about 
200-yards.  There was a bird directly to 
our right way out.  We also heard a single 
gobble several hundred yards to our left.   
The ones behind us were the most vocal.  
They got hoarse from all their screaming.
  I let CJ be a hen one more time.  
Again, several toms answered.  I took the 
call, rotated the paddle to the other side of 
the 4Play and began clucking like a jake.  
This lit up the farm with gobbling.  It was 
as good as it gets in the turkey woods.
 Until recently I carried 2 box calls 
in my turkey vest.  One of these makes 

the sweetest yelps on the planet.  But its 
clucks leave a lot to be desired.  Likewise, 
the box call I cluck with is not worth a 
plug nickel for yelping or cutting.  That 
is why the 4-Play Box Call is the ONE 
box call I carry now.
 The 4-Play call is made of different 
woods within the same call.  It has 
four sounding lips, all of which can be 
different wood types, instead of just two.  
By rotating the paddle around one end of 
the call you put 2 different lips into play.  
This single box call make more notes, at 
more pitches than any 2 to 4 other box 
calls on the market today.
 One of the birds to our left began to 
move closer.  With one more set of clucks 
he gobbled 50-yards directly behind our 
blind.  For over an hour he stayed right 
there, gobbling.  Every time I clucked, 
he answered, but he would not come to 
the field.  Then I heard hens with him.
 As I have written many times and 
explained in many seminars, do not be 
so focused on the bird you are working 
to forget that every tom on the farm is 
hearing your conversation.  You may 
well be calling-in birds you did not even 
know were there.
 During the hour I played with the 
guy at our backdoor, I heard that distant 
gobbler to our left again.  The next time 

I heard him he was at a hundred yards.  
5-minutes later I heard him again, but it 
was not a gobble.  It was “Pffftt Vooomm.”  
I told CJ to get on his gun.  Within seconds 
2 big gobblers strutted right up to our jake 
decoy.  The decoys were set at 20-yards.
 I got the camera running and told 
my young apprentice to take all the time 
he needed and shoot when he was ready.  
He dumped one of the toms and it began 
flopping all around the decoys.  “I got 
another bird Grandpa!” CJ said excitedly 
through a huge smile.
 A nice 24-pound, 3-year-old gobbler 
with a 10 ½-inch beard lay at my Grandson’s 
feet.  We said our traditional prayer of 
thanks and then he said, “That’s 2 in a row 
Grandpa.”   As he hugged me, I could not 
have been more grateful.  God is Good!!
 If you would like to put the finest 
turkey call you can touch into your vest, 
look up 4Play at www.4playturkeycalls.
com or call Brian Benolken at 610-
984-4099.  To possibly meet up with 
CJ and me at SHUHART CREEK 
WHITETAILS go to their website, www.
shuhartcreekwhitetails.com or call Rich 
Burian at 815-483-8729.
 For regular and constant outdoor 
content Like and Follow MIKE ROUX 
OUTDOOR ENTERPRISES on 
Facebook.  AMEN!!
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 Recently a young man sent a 
message in regards to the Shoot ‘N’ 
Plink™ videos about the Umarex NXG 
air and Henry lever action rifles.  He 
was very impressed with the NXG 
and told his Mom that it was what 
he wanted for his birthday, which he 
received.  He also said he was saving 
his money to purchase a Henry lever 
action rifle in the Golden Boy model.  
This all inspired an idea for a couple 
of videos regarding this contact.  It 
also brought about this article on 
which guns I would select to get 
someone stared into target shooting 

and plinking who had very little to no 
experience, which is why you want to 
start small just in case the person does 
not like the sport.
 First, as with this young man, I 
would start with airguns, and work up 
to more complicated models.  While the 
aforementioned NXG is a good starter, I 
would rather start them with a Daisy Red 
Ryder.  This would be BBs, and easy to 
learn.  It isn’t as accurate, but still enough 
so to give a good idea of shooting.  It 
also has good enough distance of 10 to 
15 yards, with some 25-yard shots with 
a little experience.  In fact, I would start 

GUNS TO START WITH IN 
TARGET SHOOTING

the person at 7 yards.
 Next would be the Umarex NXG 
so that they could get some single 
shot loading of pellets with more 
accuracy.  I would use RWS Hobby 
pellets for the best starting ammo.  It 
is slightly more expensive than the 
cheaper brands but will shoot good 
with better accuracy.  The gun also 
has a BB reservoir for holding more 
than one round, but since it has a rifled 
barrel, I would tend to shy away from 
a lot of BB shooting.  If I did use any 
BBs, they would be Umarex Steel and 
Hornady Black Diamond, which to 
me are the best for accuracy and less 
damage to the rifling.
 This could be the time for starting 
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pistols, and my first choice would be 
the Umarex Browning Buck Mark, 
which is a break barrel pellet gun.  The 
accuracy and shooting is every bit as 
good as the actual Brown Buck Mark 
firearm, only being a single shot rather 
than a magazine like the real thing.  This 
also has a rail, where I have installed 
a Browning Reflex sight, adding even 
more accuracy to the shooting.
 Now is the time to start looking 
at a 22 rifle.  I started with my Dad’s 
single shot Stevens Model 55, and later 
was given a single shot Remington 
Model 514 for a birthday gift.  Both 
are dead accurate, of which I still 
pull out to have some fun and bring 
back memories.  The single shot is 
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The gun with which I started shooting and 
fired the first official round at my Cedar 

Oaks firing range – my Dad’s Stevens 
Model 55 bolt action single shot 22.

Pepper guards the 3 guns with 
which I recommend to start – Daisy Red 
Ryder, bolt action single shot and Henry 

Frontier lever action.
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an excellent gun to use at the start.  It 
gives the person the experience of bolt 
action and stretches out the shooting 
pleasure by loading one at a time.  
With a semi-auto it fires out a mess of 
rounds, without giving certain types 
of experience.  For example, with the 
single shot it teaches a person to place 
the gun in safety whenever it is being 
loaded or handled other than shooting.
 Moving up a notch from single shot 
bolt action, I would say to go to another 
bolt action such as the Ruger American 
with 10-round magazines, which would 
be closely followed by a Ruger 10/22.  
One of the reasons I say these two, is 
that they both use the same magazines.  
This way if a person had purchased spare 
magazines for the American, they would 

not have to purchase more to go with 
the 10/22.  I have a 10/22, and they are 
very accurate.  It is the compact model 
with the fiber optic sights, which I highly 
recommend.  While I have not had the 
opportunity to fire the American, from all 
reports it is just as good as the 10/22.
 The Henry lever action can be 
inserted at about any point, since it 
gives an entirely different level of 
experience.  There is the lever, rather 
than bolt or semi-auto slide action, and 
the magazine is a tube rather than the 
“clip” type.  While there are several 
models, I suggest the Frontier.  The 
reason is that it has the white diamond 
rear sight, and brass bead front sight 
like the more expensive models, 
plus it has a rimfire rail for mounting 
scopes or a Skinner Rimfire Rail Peep 
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sight.  I also found on my Frontier 
that I did not have to change the front 
sight, like is sometimes needed when 
mounting a peep sight.  It is great to 
have the brass bead teamed with the 
peep sight.  Another reason I suggest 
the Frontier, is because it is “middle 
of the road” in pricing and is a great 
seller should the person not want to 
continue in the sport.
 For the pistol in the firearms end 
of things I would start with a Western 
style revolver, such as the Ruger 
Wrangler.  This has a lower price point 
but is very well made.  The revolver, 

as with the bolt action, slows the 
person down in having to reload the 
cylinder with only 6 rounds instead of 
rapid firing a semi auto.
 Stepping up to the semi auto I 
would go with a Ruger SR22.  This 
is an excellent shooter, but also gets a 
person ready for a gun like the Ruger 
Security-9, which is a 9mm.
 When stepping up to another 
22 I would go to Browning with the 
1911-22 for a lot of fun with a 1911 
model that is 15% smaller than a full-
size 1911, and then on up to what I 
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A great air pistol with which to start 
is the Umarex Browning Buck Mark break 

barrel with Buck Mark Reflex sight, 
using RWS Hobby pellets.

A good choice for a first semi-auto rifle is 
Ruger’s famous 10/22.

Ruger’s Wrangler Western style revolver 
is a great way to start target shooting 

with a handgun, before stepping 
up to a semi-auto pistol.

The Daisy Red Ryder is an excellent gun to 
start anyone into shooting to teach them the 
basics in shooting and safety.  If they don’t 

like shooting with a Red Ryder, they probably 
won’t enjoy shooting with anything.
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call the ultimate in target shooting – 
the Browning Buck Mark.  There are 
several models in the Buck Mark line 
up, with mine being the Medallion 
that is as beautiful in looks as it is in 
shooting.  However, I might suggest 
the Practical model, which is cheaper 
and has the Picatinny rail for adding 
the Browning Reflex sight with a red 
dot and other selectable recticles.   
These will both come later when 
a person definitely knows they are 
getting fully into the sport, as the price 
is much higher.
 By the time we have reached 
this point the person is well past the 
beginner stage and is wide open to 
what is wanted and can fit the budget.  
They have most likely started thinking 
of models that can fire 22 mag and 17 
HMR ammunition, both of which are 
great for longer distance targets and 
plinking.  In the airgun end of things, 
they are probably into the PCP and 
more expensive break barrel rifles, 
as well as some of the higher priced 
replica semi-auto C02 pistols.
 So, this has been my idea of how 
to introduce and progress a beginner 
in the sport of target shooting and 
plinking.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

Guns To Start With In Target 
Shooting . . . continued

Stepping up in air guns is getting 
something like a Gamo Swarm Fusion 10X 
Gen 2 break barrel with 10 round magazine.

Ruger’s SR22 is a great step to shooting 
semi-auto pistols.  It teaches a person how to 
use a full size semi-auto, such as a Security-9 

9mm, while being accurate and fun.

During a Henry Day sponsored on the author’s 
Cedar Oaks firing range, first time Henry lever 
action shooters, Rob Meyers (standing) and 
Rob Potratz (shooting) were “bitten by the 

Henry Bug” and ready to buy one.

Wayne Benson with a nice Turkey 
harvested in Marshal County, IL.
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   Whew! That was a close 
one! I’ve had my bouts with 

sicknesses and a handful of various health 
issues over 72 years, but this Chinese virus is a 
stonecold doozy!
 I never had the German measles, the 
Spanish flu, the West Nile virus, the Swine 
Flu, the Hong Kong flu or any of the other 
geographically originated diseases over my 
lifetime, but this China bug hit me like a ton of 
toxic bricks broadside!           
 We can’t really say we can imagine what 
it’s like to be dying, but I am convinced I got 
a sneak peek into the belly of that nasty beast 
this past week or so.
 Even during severe influenza conditions 
in the past, I was still able to get tough and 
defy the symptoms to at least the degree 
where I could go on with basic life functions 
like reduced chores, some managed family 
activities, even daily minimized fun with my 
dogs and outside stuff.
 But not this time. It took every last ounce 
of energy, spirit and inner effort just to get from 
minute to minute and keep my hopes alive.
 It was scary.
 Beyond the bombardment of love and 
support from my incredible family and 
widespread army of dear friends, the onslaught 

of prayers and positive energy was not only 
matched but seriously eclipsed by the global 
phenomena of social media, delivering a truly 
stunning volume of sincere support and love 
the likes of which truly caught me off guard.
 I literally heard from the best people in 
the world from every corner of planet earth.
 To everyone out there who reminded me 
how compassionate, empathetic, loving and 
caring our fellow man can be, a big gushing 
and humble thank you from the bottom of my 
American heart and soul.
 Getting the best of proven care from 
the famous Frontline Doctors team, both 
Shemane and I together got right on the 
most successful medical regimen there 
is. We started immediately to pound the 
Hydroxychloroquine, Ivermectin, steroids, 
vitamin D3, C, B12, Zinc, oil of oregano, and 
plenty of hydration and quality rest.
 We know many friends who got the 
vaccine and still contracted the Chinese 
virus. We know of many, many people who 
wore masks and social distanced and also got 
the covid.
 We also know many people who tested 
positive and had no symptoms, while at 
the same time many people had every 
imaginable and varying degree of extremely 

debilitating symptoms.
 We have friends who were over it in 
within days and others who suffered seriously 
for 6-8 weeks and sometimes longer.
 And of course, we know of many people 
who did not survive.
 It is all very tragic and good people all 
over the world pray for their fellow man.
 Each passing day brings a very welcome 
hint of improvement, and it is here that I return 
to my lifetime proven mantra of the healing 
powers of nature, most emphatically via the 
mystical flight of the arrow.
 Now to some, this claim may seem silly, 
even cosmic at best, but here at the Uncle Ted 
spirit backstrap campfire, I have a feeling more 
than most grasp and celebrate exactly what I’m 
talking about.
 After a few days of literally dragging 
myself out of bed, I took a deep breath and 
headed to the 3D archery range out my back 
door, grabbed my Mathews bow and a fistful 
of arrows, and slowly but surely squared off to 
the targets and let fly.
 The relief was immediate and profound.

 My sickly feelings dissipated instantly 
upon nocking my first arrow.
 By the time I attached my release to the 
stringloop, my head-to-toe body aches began 
to slip away, and at fulldraw the world was 
temporarily peaceful and calm.
 As my archery muscle army came to full 
command, powerful inner driving instincts 
owned the air of my world, cleansed my soul, 
healed my heart, drained my body of pain, and 
upon completion of my archery shot sequence, 
my arrow smacked nicely into the small square 
of orange tape right there in the pumpstation 
crease of the giant Rinehart moose target.
 Oh glory, glory hallelujah and pass the 
curing lightning bolts of mind, body, heart and 
soul spirit peace!

by:

FROM THE ASHES FLIES THE 
FLAMING ARROW OF HOPE

TedNugent.com 
or 

facebook.com/tednugent
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 With the use of crossbows as a 
hunting weapon gaining popularity 
rapidly across much of the country, 
we hear a lot of what to look for when 
purchasing a crossbow. Sure, it is 
important to research a crossbow or 
any other piece of hunting equipment 
before making a purchase. What 
many hunters and shooters are failing 
to do though is to research what bolt 
is best for their crossbow setup and 
for the species of animal they intend 
to shoot.
 A lot of variables make up a good 
crossbow bolt. Until you know which 
bolt performs the best from your 
crossbow it is not as simple as walking 
into your pro shop and purchasing a six-
pack of bolts and hoping for the best.
 Bolt length, weight of the 
entire bolt, type of nock and shaft 
material should all be considered 
before making an initial purchase.  
Crossbow manufacturers have 
recommendations for which type 

of bolt shoots best and these 
recommendations should be 
followed.  They will also provide 
the necessary information for the 
weight, length, and nock type for 
their crossbow.  But, in the end it is up 
to each individual hunter to choose 
the best bolt for their crossbow using 
the guidelines set by the crossbow 
manufacture.  If you do not shoot the 
correct arrow or nock, you run the 
risk of damaging the crossbow and/
or yourself.
 Crossbow bolts are similar in 
construction to that of arrows shot 
from compound bows.  But, with 
many crossbows shooting more 
than 400 fps, the bolts need to be 
tough enough to prevent them from 
exploding when shot.
 Bolts range in length from 16” 
to 22”.  The most common length is 
20-inches.  It is possible to get away 
with a longer bolt than recommended, 
but anything shorter than what 
is recommended could cause the 
broadhead or field point to get caught 
on the crossbow rail when fired.  
However, we cannot think of one 
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CROSSBOW BOLTS 101 – INFORMATION 
FOR THE BEGINNING CROSSBOW HUNTER
By Jason Houser

good reason why you would shoot 
a bolt longer than the manufacturers 
recommendations.
 The total weight of the bolt 
includes the weight of the bolt, 
nock, insert, vanes, and broadhead 
or field point.  Just about all bolt 
manufacturers will list how many 
grains each shaft weighs or how 
many grains are in each inch of the 
shaft.  For example, your bolt might 
say 15 GPI.  If your bolt is 20-inches, 
multiply 15 x 20 to figure your bolts 
weight.  In this example it is 300 
grains.  Now all you must do is add 
the weight of the nock, insert, vanes 
and tip for a total weight.
 A heavier bolt at least 400 grains 
not including the head will have 
better downrange energy and offer 
better penetration.  Keep in mind that 
even though a bolt will leave the rail 
quickly, a heavier bolt will quickly Crossbow bolts come in numerous

lengths and weights.
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grizzly bears will require 63-pounds.
 For every 10 yards your bolt 
travels, you can expect to lose 3 to 
4-percent of energy.  If you bolt is 
delivering 80-foot pounds of force 
at the initial shot, you can expect at 
10-yards you will receive 78 to 77-
foot pounds of kinetic energy.  At 
20-yards those numbers drop to 75 
-74-foot pounds of kinetic energy.
 There are several kinetic energy 
calculators on the internet that will 
help you figure out how much kinetic 
energy your bow is delivering.  All 
you need to know is the fps a bolt is 
flying and the total mass weight of 
your bolt.
 As far as vanes go, some people 
prefer the smaller 2-inch vanes over 
the larger 4 or 5-inch vanes. The 
reason some like to shoot the smaller 
vanes has a lot to do with the arrow 
front of center ratio (FOC). The 
smaller vanes will take a way some 
of the weight off the rear of the bolt.  
This will add to the FOC. Depending 
on your overall setup, smaller vanes 
can help improve accuracy.  Once 

lose power as it flies.  A bolt on the 
lighter end of the manufacturer’s 
recommendations will fly faster and 
will give the shooter an extended 
range but might not get the desired 
penetration.
 When purchasing a crossbow, the 
speed ratings are often rated using a 
400-grain arrow.  The heavier your 
arrow is, the slower it will fly.  For 
example, if you your crossbow is 
rated at 350 fps, it will only travel 
at about 315 fps if you are shooting 
a 500-grain bolt.  When thinking 
about kinetic energy, a lot goes into 
it.  How fast your bow shoots, total 
mass of the bolt and distance traveled 
all plays into how much force is 
delivered upon impact.  Keep in mind 
that the larger your broadhead is, 
more kinetic energy is required to get 
good penetration.
 For small animals like deer and 
antelope, 23 pounds of energy is the 
minimum amount of kinetic energy 
needed. For bigger animals like elk 
and black bear the minimum is about 
43-pounds and bigger animals like 

you have decided on length and the 
total weight of the arrow, practice 
shooting some bolts with different 
sizes of vanes to see which one flies 
better for you.
 Nocks come in different styles 
and shooting the wrong one from 
your crossbow could result in the 
string jumping the nock and causing 
a dry fire. Dry firing any bow is 
dangerous and can be prevented by 
a little education and choosing the 
correct bolt combination to shoot.  
The two styles of nocks are half moon 
and flatback.  Always use the knock 

type your crossbow is designed to 
shoot.  Most, if not all crossbows will 
not shoot both styles of nocks.
 Because crossbows are delivering 
bolts as such a high rate of speed, 
they are often difficult to see upon 
impact.  This often leaves the hunter 
guessing where the bolt struck the 
animal.  To combat this problem, it is 
a good idea to use a lighted nock.  I 
have been using Nockturnal the last 
couple years with good results.
 Companies are now offering 

continued on page 30

Many companies manufacture broadheads 
for crossbows such as this Steel Hybrid 

4-Blade from Wac’Em Archery.

It is a good idea to shoot different 
bolts until you find which one 

works best for you.
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SUMMER BASS IN THE 
PRAIRIE STATE

Catch Black Bass in the Heat of an Illinois Summer
By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms and Chris Shannon

Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 Summertime fishing, you’ve got to 
love it. It’s a great time of year to be 
on the water chasing bass, but it can 
present some challenges too. Being 
versatile and willing to switch methods 
can mean more and bigger fish. The 
arrival of summer can mean different 
things in the world of the bass. In the 
northern United States and Canada, 
it often means the best bass fishing of 
the year, while in the southern States 
and Mexico it can mean slower fishing, 
as waters warm far beyond the bass’ 
favorite temps. Illinois is somewhat 
of a transition state it seems, for bass 
fishing. Some Illinois waters get very 
hot in the summer months, while others 
remain a little cooler. Some Illinois 
waters usually produce good bass 
fishing throughout this season while 
others slow significantly. 
 Overall, during years with normal 
weather, or cooler than normal weather, 

bass fishing remains good on many 
waters across the state. Regardless of 
what summer weather does to bass in the 
land of Lincoln, there are some fishing 
patterns that seem to be more productive 
than others, on a great many waters, 
ways to take advantage of the best of 
what summer has to offer anglers. We’ll 
break patterns for summertime Illinois 
bass fishing down into two categories, 
shallow water patterns and deep-water 
patterns.
 
*Shallow Water Bass Tactics
 Most bass anglers immediately 
think of going deep for summertime 
bass. On some waters, this is in fact the 
best bet. But, for a great many Illinois 
lakes and rivers, especially those with 
plenty of weeds and oxygen, large 
numbers of big bass will remain shallow 
all summer long. In fact, we’ve caught 
big trophy caliber bass in just a foot or 
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Multiple tournament championship title 
holder & Illinois guide Colby Simms 

displays a summer bass.

 Internationally renowned fishing pro & 
media personality Ray Simms caught 

this big Illinois largemouth.
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& fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: 
www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & 

www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors. 
two of water, even when that water feels 
like the water found in a hot tub. As long 
as there’s plenty of oxygen, some bass 
will hold shallow all summer. Moving 
waters hold lots of oxygen, and even 
relatively still lakes will have higher 
oxygen levels where any kind of creek 
flows in, even if the flow is low. 
 Often times, you’ll have high 
oxygen across large flats found in the 
upper sections of big coves, with even 
tiny creeks coming in the back. Aquatic 
vegetation also produces oxygen as 
it grows, and so waters with plenty of 
weeds and grasses will also typically 
have high oxygen content in the areas 
of the lake where there’s plenty of 
vegetation. Bass often hold in and near 
grass, as well as on stumps and broken 
rocks in areas with creeks or thick 
weeds nearby. In shallow waters during 
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summer, fast aggressive presentations 
often shine. Long arm, safety pin style 
spinnerbaits, topwaters, swim jigs and 
chatterbaits paired with shad style 
swimbaits from around 1/4oz to 1/2oz 
are usually the best choice, especially 
for big bass. Shallow crankbaits can 
be a hot ticket too, around rocks and 
wood, or over the top of vegetation that 
doesn’t reach the surface.
 
*Deep Water Bass Tactics
 Where bass hold deep in the 
summertime, a different set of tactics 
is often needed, and specialized lures 
are best. Bass looking to escape the 
heat often move to deep structures, 
especially on waters without a lot of 
good vegetation. Top locations include 
points, ledges, bluff walls, humps, 
creek and river channels, and drop 
offs along steep shorelines or deep 
flats. Bass mostly use deep timber, 
logs and rocks in these places, but can 
school up and suspend in open water 
off these areas too. Long billed deep 
diving crankbaits, heavy spinnerbaits, 
spoons and big football jigs from 3/4oz 
to 1 1/2oz are great for this deep-water 
duty. Bigger vibrating bladebaits can 
work wonders at this time too, and 
these cast a mile for schooling bass that 
chase shad and shiners up to the surface 
from the depths. Like spinnerbaits and 
spoons, bladebaits can be fished at any 
depth. We may also employ a heavily 
weighted carolina rig, to fish soft craws, 
freakbaits, soft jerkbaits and other 
plastics on deep water structures. 

*Get Out There
 Nothing compares to spending time 
in the woods and on the water. Beat 
the heat of summer, by beating up on 
some of the big bass swimming in 
Illinois waters. Just make sure to handle 
them with care and make a good quick 

release to help ensure their survival in 
these often hot waters. Take care of 
the fish, the fisheries and the wild, and 
it will all be around for our kids and 
grandkids to enjoy for many years to 
come. Remember, get out there…

Fishing TV personality & outdoor 
writer Colby Simms fights a 

summer bass in Illinois.

Colby Simms Outdoors Pro Staffer Jim 
Lyle with a summertime spotted bass.



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker - Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

HOW AND WHEN TO FISH A 
SPINNERBAIT

 Since I began making 
Spinnerbaits, over the past few 
years I have received many different 
questions about these versatile lures. 
Questions like how and when to 
use them, as well as where best to 
fish them. This month’s article is an 
attempt to answer some of the many 
questions I’ve gotten from anglers 
over the years.
 Let me start by stating that in my 
opinion a spinnerbait is probably the 
most fun lure you can fish with. The 
force with which a Bass strikes these 
lures is many times “Unbelievable.”  
The main problem is so many 
fishermen do not have confidence 
in this lure and if it doesn’t catch a 
fish on the first couple of casts, they 
will put it down and try something 
else.  I can’t tell you how many 
times I have heard from fisherman 
“I never catch anything on them, so 
I just don’t use them!”  And I can’t 
tell you how disappointed I am for 
those guys missing a chance at the 
fish of a lifetime, because they don’t 
use spinnerbaits.  A great many very 
large Bass are caught every year 
using spinnerbaits since they mimic 
so many different forms of Bass prey. 
My own personal best Bass, a really 
nice 7 ½ pounder was taken on one 
of the very first Raptor Premium 
Spinnerbaits prototype lures that I 
was just test fishing! And it was a 
very loud Purple color pattern that 
has since evolved into one of my 
staple patterns on the Raptor color 
chart…Deep Purple!
 In this month’s article I will try 
to explain how and where to use a 
spinnerbait and attempt to help build 
some confidence in the ability of this 

lure to catch Bass. There are many 
ways to use a spinnerbait… it can be 
used as a search bait to locate active, 
catchable fish and cover lots of water 
in a short amount of time. And it can 
be used as either a deep water bait, or 
a shallow water bait. You can drop it 
like a Texas rigged worm, or speed 
it up and burn it like a Rattletrap. 
These and other uses make it one of 
the most flexible lures you own! You 
can even consider it a lure that you 
can almost exclusively fish by itself 
day after day and catch bass using no 
other lure! Infact if I was challenged 
to fish with one and only one lure, it 
would be a spinnerbait! 
 The key to this lure is fully 

understanding just exactly what a 
spinnerbait mimics in the water and 
how to make it perform like you need 
in each unique situation. Imagine a 
baitfish or shad erratically swimming 
along the top, bottom or right in the 
thermocline layer of water, and you 
can now formulate an idea of how this 
bait copies a Bass’ prey.  Keeping this 
in mind, now also add into the mix 
the fact that a Bass is a “Predator” 
and they love to strike at and eat 
prey that appears to be wounded or 
otherwise impaired.  Think of them 
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as the school yard Bully, who always 
pick on the ones that look easy to 
beat up. Well, a Bass behaves very 
much like that bully! If a baitfish 
appears weak or wounded, the Bass 
will strike at it over any other baitfish 
in the group or school. So, the lesson 
here is to make your bait appear 
erratic, injured, or just plain “Loud” 
in the water during your retrieve. If it 
aggravates Mr. Bass, then you have 
mastered the first step of the limitless 
ways you can make this bait perform, 
look and/or act in the water.
 This is why the lure is so 
versatile. You can fish it shallow by 
ripping it along the top layer of water 
just above the weeds or go heavy 
with a ¾ to 1ounce version and let 
it sink down 10-15 feet deep and 
tick the structure as you slow roll 
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it back to the boat. You can make it 
seem erratic by simply stopping and 
starting your retrieve or speeding up 
the slowing down. Throw it around 
boathouses and docks, fallen trees, 
rocks, or any other kind of structure 
you encounter. This works well 
because this lure is naturally snag 
proof by way of its design. You can 
alter the sound and vibration of this 
lure by changing the blade types 
and configuration. You can also 
dress your lure for the job, such as 
with a specific skirt color and trailer 
hooks if needed, or even a trailer 
bait like a twister tail, pork rind, or 
plastic worm. All of these will help 
aid the cause! Mainly be aware of 
the structure you are fishing as well 

as what you are wanting the bait to 
mimic. Now you’re ready to start 
fishing… but not so fast, we now need 
to make sure you have the proper rod 
and reel combination to get the job 
done.  Not only does the spinnerbait 
need to be set up properly but so does 
the delivery system, namely your rod 
and reel. I prefer a 6 ½ to 7 foot rod, 
in Medium to Medium Heavy Action 
with a fast tip to let the bait work 
right, and pair it with a reel geared 
fast enough to do what you  need to 
do.  A 6.1:1 retrieve baitcast reel is 
in my opinion the perfect reel for the 
job!  Pair this with 12 to 14pound test 
Monofilament or even Fluorocarbon 
line and NOW you are ready to fish!
 Remember, you want the lure to 
act erratically and resemble a baitfish. 
The Bass has to react like the bully 
and strike the wounded or weakened 
meal. Make your spinnerbait act like 
this and it WILL perform and WILL 
catch fish.  Lastly, we need to touch 
on setting the hook while using your 
spinnerbait. Most times the strike 
alone will be enough to set the hook 
on your fish, but there are those 
times when you doubt the hookset, 
especially on very big fish. This is 
when you have to help the hook do its 
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job by sweeping the rod downward… 
yes, downward! This will help drive 
the hook deeper into the hard parts 
of a big Bass’ mouth. If you sweep 
the rod up and in the normal manner 
of hooksets, you risk pulling the 
poor hookset loose and losing your 
fish. I’m not saying don’t ever use 
any other type of hookset with a 
spinnerbait, as a sideways sweeping 
hookset can also work well!  If your 
bass is not hooked deeply, the first 
time it jumps, it likely will throw the 
hook. I have lost many nice fish over 
the years before retraining myself to 
adapt my hooksets.  Also, you can 
“Up” your catch percentage of the 
jumping Bass by lowering the rod tip 
into the water about a foot or more 
to help keep the Bass from breaking 

water. As long as he is in the water he 
will probably remain on the hook. It’s 
when he decides to fly through the air 
that the problem most often occurs.
 Use the information I have given 
you and make it second nature when 
fishing spinnerbaits this season and 
you too can have that bragging sized 
Bass show up on the end of your 
Spinnerbait more often! And don’t 
forget to check out Raptor Premium 
Spinnerbaits for the lures you need 
to put these strategies into practice. 
Our lures can also be found on the 
shelves at Rt 24 Gun and Pawn in 
Bartonville.  Brandon will be happy 
to show you the selection there! 
Until next month, Good Luck, Good 
Fishing… and I hope to see you on 
the water somewhere!

Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits 
“Threadfin Hologram”
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expandable blades designed 
specifically for crossbows. They 
are like the same head you would 
shootout of your compound. I have 
shot broadheads that were designed 
for crossbows and those that were 
not. They both flew practically the 
same. Whether you plan on shooting 
a fixed blade or an expandable be 
sure to sight your crossbow in for the 
broadhead you intend to shoot. Even 
if you are shooting the bullseye at 30 
yards with your field point, that does 
not mean a bigger broadhead will 

fly the same. But, with expendables, 
you stand a better chance of getting 
the same grouping you did with your 
field points.
   When all the other bolt 
characteristics are figured out, it will 
not hurt to test shoot some different 
bolts to see which is best for you 
before making your final purchase.  
Even when everything is the same 
from one bolt to the next, they will 
not all fly the same.
 If you plan on building your own 
bolts, it not complicated.  Just be sure 
each bolt is constructed using the 
same components.  You do not want 
different grains of inserts, nocks, 
etc.  If you were to do this, no two 
bolts would fly the same.  Even when 
everything should be equal you might 
find that one bolt is a little off.
 Whether you made your own 
bolts or bought them from a big box 
store or even your local pro shop, they 
might not all fly the same.  Compound 
archers are used to being able to tune 
a bow. With a crossbow you cannot 
do a lot to it.  If you notice your bolts 
are going into the target straight you 

can try to twist the nock just a tad to 
see if that will fix the problem.  If you 
are still not satisfied with the way that 
bolt is flying, you can just put it to 
the side as a practice arrow if you are 
worried about it.
 Every component of the bolt will 
affect how it flies and even penetrates.  
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Crossbow Bolts 101 . . . cont.

 Bolts can be hard to see during flight.  
A Nockturnal Lighted Nock ill help the 

shooter see the point of impact.

The author poses with a nice Texas whitetail he took with his 
Viking 415 crossbow from Xpedition Archery.

It might seem overwhelming to try 
and figure all this out at first.  But 
it is really a lot easier than you 
think.  The crossbow manufacturers 
recommendations will give you a 
jump start.  It is then up to you make 
the necessary little adjustments to get 
the bolt that flies best for you.



JEFFERSON CITY, MO - The 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) invites the public to get hooked 
on fishing through its Free Fishing 
Days June 12 and 13. During Free 
Fishing Days, anyone may fish in the 
Show-Me State without having to buy 
a fishing permit, trout permit, or trout 
park daily tag.
 Free Fishing Days is an annual 
MDC event that takes place statewide 
during the Saturday and Sunday 
following the first Monday in June.
 Aside from not needing permits, 
other fishing regulations remain in 
effect during Free Fishing Days, such 
as limits on size and number of fish an 
angler may keep. Special permits may 
still be required at some county, city, 
or private fishing areas. Trespass laws 
remain in effect on private property.
 MDC reminds anglers in Missouri 
that fishing permits are required before 
and after June 12 and 13, unless an 
angler is exempt by age or other 
factors. All other fishing regulations 
are also in effect.
 Conservation makes Missouri a 
great place to fish. Missouri has more 
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810 Deal St. • Highland, IL

618-654-3813
korte-meats.com
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than a million acres of surface water, 
and most of it provides great fishing. 
More than 200 different fish species 
are found in Missouri, with more than 
20 of them being game fish for the 
state’s more than 1.1 million anglers. 
Learn more about fishing in Missouri 
at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing.
 Want to learn to fish? MDC’s 
Discover Nature – Fishing Program 
provides a series of free lessons 
throughout the state. All fishing gear 
is provided. Learn more at dnf.mdc.
mo.gov/
 Need fishing gear? MDC works 
with numerous libraries and other 
locations around the state to loan 
fishing gear for free. Loaner gear 
includes fishing poles and simple 
tackle box with hooks, sinkers, and 
bobbers. Worms, minnows, or other 
bait are not provided. Find MDC Rod 
and Reel Loaner Program locations 
at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing/get-
started-fishing/rod-and-reel-loaner-
locations
 For information on Missouri 
fishing regulations, fish identification, 
and more, get a copy of MDC’s 2021 
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Summary of Missouri Fishing 
Regulations where permits are sold, or 
online at live-mdcd8.pantheonsite.io/
about-us/about-regulations/summary-
missouri-fishing-regulations.
 MDC’s free MO Fishing app can 
help anglers find the best places to 
fish in Missouri, access regulation 
information, identify fish by species, 
and more. Anglers can also buy, 
store, and show fishing permits right 
on their mobile devices. MO Fishing 
is available for download through 
Google Play for Android devices or 

the App Store for Apple devices. Learn 
more at mdc.mo.gov/contact-engage/
mobile-apps/mo-fishing.
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MDC OFFERS FREE OUTDOOR SKILLS 
SESSIONS DURING JUNE AT BURR 
OAK WOODS IN BLUE SPRINGS FOR 
YOUTHS AGES 8-11
By Bill Graham

Kansas City, MO – Getting outdoors 
and connecting with nature is a great 
way for youths to start the summer. The 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) will offer a series of free 
outdoor skills sessions in early June 
for youths ages 8-11 at the Burr Oak 
Woods Nature Center in Blue Springs. 
These sessions will help youngsters 
learn or improve an outdoor skill such 
as fishing or canoeing.
 Burr Oak Woods staff and 
volunteers will teach the skills in 
two separate sessions on weekdays 
starting June 1 and ending on June 
16. The sessions are from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon and from 12:30 to 4 p.m. 
COVID-19 safety protocols will be 
followed in all sessions.
 Block 1 will include target 
shooting with air rifles and archery, 
plus canoeing. Instructors will teach 
basic gun safety and skills with air 
rifles at target ranges. Participants 
will learn about archery equipment, 
shooting techniques, and try their 
skills with bow and arrows. The 
session will move to the Burr Oak 
Woods education pond for training in 
canoe paddling and float trip gear. All 
paddlers will wear personal floatation 
vests while on the water.
 In Block 2, participants will learn 
about fishing, orienteering, and atlatl. 
Instructors will teach basic fishing 
skills. MDC will provide tackle and 
bait. In orienteering, youths will learn 
how to use compass and map to find 
their way through the outdoors. The 
atlatl is an ancient tool that was used 
for hunting and protection. A carved 
wooden stick is used to hurl a long 
dart at targets. Throwing the atlatl 
is an ancient skill but has become a 
modern challenge sport.
 Both blocks will be offered 
in various morning and afternoon 
sessions. Participants will need to 
dress for the outdoors. Registration is 

required. To register, visit the MDC events page for 
the Kansas City region at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/
Z6L. Scroll down through the event listings to find the 
outdoor skills block listings for Burr Oak Woods.
 For more information about Burr Oak Woods, 
visit https://mdc.mo.gov/burroakwoods.

Fishing and throwing the atlatl will be 
two of the six skills
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MDC REPORTS SPRING TURKEY 
SEASON ENDED WITH 34,593 
BIRDS HARVESTED

MISSOURI MAN STEALS REDEAR 
SUNFISH STATE RECORD FROM 
FRIEND

JEFFERSON CITY, MO – Preliminary 
data from the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) shows that turkey 
hunters checked 31,798 birds during 
Missouri’s 2021 regular spring turkey 
season, April 19 through May 9. Top 
harvest counties were Franklin with 710 
birds telechecked, Texas with 666, and 
Callaway with 639.
 Young turkey hunters also harvested 
2,795 birds over the youth weekend, 
April 10 and 11, bringing the overall 2021 
spring turkey harvest to 34,593.
 Last year, young turkey hunters 
harvested 2,724 birds during the spring 
youth season and hunters harvested 
38,734 during the regular spring season 
for a 2020 spring season total harvest of 
41,458 birds.
 “Spring turkey harvest was down this 
year, which can partially be explained by 
a decline in hunting participation,” said 
MDC Turkey Biologist Reina Tyl. “Last 

JEFFERSON CITY, MO – The 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) congratulates Alex Phillips of Ash 
Grove for becoming the new state record 
holder under alternative methods for 
redear sunfish. Phillips was bowfishing at 
Table Rock Lake April 28 when he shot 
a 2-pound, 1-ounce fish. The previous 
record, caught by Phillips’ friend Josh 
Cole, was a 1-pound, 12-ounce fish caught 
nearly two years ago to the day.
 “It’s quite a story,” laughed Phillips. 
“I’m a fabricator and had just finished 
outfitting Josh’s boat for bowfishing. He 
asked if I wanted to go out with him that 
night, so I did, and we ended up shooting 
a lot of fish. Things were slowing down 
when Josh said he wanted to check that spot 
where he caught his record sunfish. I just 
happened to see four of them together – one 
of them looked like a dinner plate!”
Phillips said after he shot the fish, both he 
and Cole originally thought it was a bluegill.
 “When Josh figured it out, he just let 

year we saw a big increase in the number 
of permits sold and there was a subsequent 
increase in turkey harvest. This year, the 
permit sales total was closer to what was 
observed before the 2020 season. When 
turkey hunting participation declines, 
we expect to see a subsequent decline in 
turkey harvest.”
 MDC had one report of a non-fatal 
hunting incident during the 2021 spring 
turkey season.
 Get more information on this year’s 
spring turkey harvest numbers by county 
at extra.mdc.mo.gov/widgets/harvest_table/.
 Get more information on turkey 
harvest numbers for past seasons 
at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/
species/turkey/turkey-reports/turkey-
harvest-summaries-past-seasons.
 For more information about turkey 
hunting in Missouri, visit MDC online 
at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/
species/turkey.

out this big sigh 
and then we both 
started laughing,” 
he recalled. “It’s 
just too funny 
because we were on his boat, he took me 
to his honey hole, and I broke his record.”
 MDC staff verified the fish’s weight 
by using a certified scale at Chesapeake 
Fish Hatchery near Mount Vernon. This is 
the fifth state record fish recorded for 2021.
 Phillips said he’s planning to mount 
the redear sunfish. When asked if he has 
plans to go back to his friend’s honey hole 
to get a bigger fish, he responded, “I have 
more plans to keep Josh out of there!”
 Missouri state record fish are recognized 
in two categories: pole-and-line and 
alternative methods. Alternative methods 
include: throwlines, limb lines, bank lines, 
jug lines, spearfishing, snagging, snaring, 
gigging, grabbing, archery, and atlatl.
 For more information on state record 
fish, visit http://bit.ly/2efq1vl

By Joe Jerek By Jill Pritchard



A WEEKLONG ADVENTURE 
IN YUCATAN TURKEY CAMP
By Bill Cooper

 The hot, humid air of Mexico struck 
me square in the face, as I cleared the door 
of the 747 jet in Merida, in the Yucatan. 
The sweltering heat became the focal 
point of our crew’s lives over the course 
of a weeklong adventure in the jungles of 
the Yucatan with TanKab Outfitters. 
 Jordi Gene, owner of TanKab, and 
Sergio Munoz, operations manager, 
greeted us at the airport with wide 
open arms and big grins. The time 
approached midnight. 
 Our gracious hosts whisked us away 
to the comforts of the Hampton Inn. Air 
conditioning, hot showers and gloriously 
comfortable beds never felt better. I 
had advised all crew members to begin 
drinking lots of electrolytes a week before 
we departed for Mexico. They quickly 
realized the importance of doing so.
 Our Yucatan crew consisted of 
myself and my wife, Dian Cooper, 
and her best friend Sheila Shockley 
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of St. James. They served as camp 
photographers. Kody Lucas, host of 
Living the Dream Outdoors TV came 
along to capture jungle hunts on film, 
while Wes and Jess Campbell, from 
Houston, Missouri were guests of 
Living the Dream Outdoor Properties. 
Bill Bryan, former director of Missouri 
State Parks, rounded out our crew. 
 Bill Bryan arrived in Merida well ahead 
of the rest of the crew and experienced the 
grand hospitality of our host Jordi Gene. 
“Yucatan cuisine is an experience in itself,” 
Bryan said.  “Jordi Gene and Sergio treated 
me to snook, camarones, burro grande y 
bebidas con mucho gusto!” The early bird 
does get the worm.
 The next morning, we headed out 
to enjoy shopping in downtown Merida, 
a beautiful world class city. Trinkets, 
jewelry, hat bands and a menagerie of 
other items made it into our shopping 
bags. Street hawkers appeared at every 
corner and our negotiation skills went 
to work. The morning passed quickly 
as we laughed and strolled through 
spectacular city parks that buzzed with 

34 Adventure Sports Outdoors | June 2021

NEW LOCATION: 3250 Fields Dr. • Bettendorf, IA 52722
563-243-4696 • RandRSportsInc.com

…is the Premier Outfitter in the Area! 
CALL our knowledgeable staff for help with all your hunting and fishing needs…

Large supply of hunting, fishing & marine equip. 
Special orders available at no additional cost!

Lots of Firearms & Discounted Bows!

people from all over the world.
 After a stop at a local eatery, we 
headed back to the hotel to freshen up 
and depart  again to the nearby Cenote 
San Ignacio. A splendid operation, we 
relaxed in the shade with cool drinks 
and a fine regional lunch. Afterwards 
we relaxed in hammocks, chilled in the 
pool and photographed local flora.
 As a grandiose wrap up for the day’s 
activities, we followed an elaborate stone 
stairway into the bowels of the earth to 
an incredible cenote. Many of us took a 
refreshing swim in the cool, clear waters 
far below the earth’s surface.  
 We gathered that evening for 
dinner in the grandeur of the La Parilla 
Montejo in Merida. There Jordi Gene 
ordered a wide variety area favorites 
for us to enjoy. The staff provided a 
fun-filled birthday celebration for Kody 
Lucas. Bill Bryan and I presented Jordi 
Gene a gorgeous elk and buffalo hide 
possibles bag with ocellated turkey 

and brocket deer designs on it for his 
tremendous hospitality to our group. 
Darren Haverstick of Shannon County, 
Missouri designed the beautiful bag. 
 The next morning, we began our 
caravan south towards the TanKab 
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Wes Campbell took a dandy ocellated 
turkey on his first afternoon hunt. The 
gorgeous bird sported 3-inch spurs.
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turkey camp set in the deep jungles of 
southern Campeche State. Along the 
way we stopped to see the Hochob 
Archaeological Site and ruins. The 
compound itself closed months ago 
because of COVID. Hochob means 
“place of ears of corn.”
 Sergio turned the truck south once 
again. We still had two hours to travel to 
reach a portion of the best 160,000 acres 
free-range jungle hunting that Southeast 
Mexico has to offer. TanKab Outfitters 
specializes in ocellated turkey and 
brocket deer. They are known for high 
success rates and outstanding service.
 After driving many miles of rough 
dirt roads, the grandeur of the TanKab 
Outfitters turkey tent camp broke into 
view. Everyone oooohed and aaaahed 
at the site of stately wall tents on 
permanent foundations. Air conditioners, 
comfortable beds and hots showers made 
for an idyllic jungle camp. 
 After everyone settled into camp, 
everyone who wanted to hunt that 
afternoon were assigned a guide and 
each party headed off in a different 
direction. Everyone bade one another 
good luck and the hunt began.
 The ladies in the group elected to 
stay in camp for the afternoon to relax 

after a hard day on the road. Although 
the heat soared to 101 degrees, the 
jungle breezes made their afternoon in 
camp quite pleasant.
 Shortly after dark, hunters began 
to roll into camp. Wes Campbell scored 
his first time out. He took a gorgeous 
ocellated gobbler within incredible 
3-inch spurs. His voice crackled with 
excitement as he told the tale of his 
incredible hunt. 
 Bill Bryan and Kody Lucas returned 
shortly with tales of their own, but no 
birds. Camp cooks served an exquisite 
dinner under the dining canopy. Chatter 
echoed through the night as incredible 
jungle stars hung in the night sky like 
millions of sparkling diamonds. 
 Everyone was up early the 
next morning to head to the jungle. 
Exchanges of well wishes faded away 
as vehicles sped away from camp in 
several directions.
 Anticipation ran high as one hunter 
after another returned and awaited fellow 
hunters to hear their stories and see what 
they brought back to camp. Jess Campbell 
had missed a bird. Others failed to score. 
 Jess redeemed herself the next 
morning and took a grand ocellated turkey. 
Bill Bryan took his bird that afternoon. 
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 Our week in jungle turkey camp 
sped by quickly. Great adventures, great 
meals and great memories came from 
the experience. Feelings of melancholy 
drifted over our camp like a morning 
mist as we packed our bags. NO one 
wanted to leave this magical place deep 
in the jungles of the Yucatan. Jordi 
Gene and staff had provided us a week 
far away from the cares of the world, 
which we will never forget. 
 Bill Bryan and I would stay an 
extra week to meet with Yucatan 
State Conservation officials as well as 
TanKab Outfitters staff for discussions 

about three proposed projects for 
conservation, outdoor education, and 
natural resource, cultural, geologic and 
historical interpretation programs. Eric 
Schlegel, a professional photographer 
from Texas, rounded out our crew.
 You can learn about TanKab 
Outfitters on Facebook, or at www.
tankab.com/
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Bill and Dian Cooper enjoyed a 
week in the jungles of the Yucatan 

with TanKab Outfitters.

Bill Bryan talks turkey with Dian Cooper 
and Sheila Shockley in camp



 This spring has definitely been 
one for the record books.  We have 
seen so many cold fronts where it’s 
common to see the water temperature 
drop quite a bit then warm back up 
to a more stable temperature.  It has 
definitely thrown the fish through a 
loop and keeps you guessing what the 
best strategy is to keep your net wet.  
Some days you just have to face the 
fact that you’re on them, but they’re 
just not eating. I am excited for what’s 
finally here….. The month of JUNE.  
For many reasons, the month of June 
is one of my favorite months of the 
year to fish.  With June finally hitting 
the calendar, I wanted to talk about 
the reason I started fishing all those 
years ago.  If it wasn’t for this one 
thing, I’m not sure I would have taken 
up my interest in the outdoors.  If you 
haven’t guessed, it...my father.
 With Father’s Day coming into 
sight, I wanted to take some time to share 
a few of my favorite and memorable 
moments I have shared with my dad 
while enjoying the outdoors.  From 
many days of walking fence rows for 
pheasant all the way to last year when 
I was with him for his first musky, dad 
and I share many memories.  

 I would say the first memory I 
can list takes us all back to the age 
of 2.  My dad took me out ice fishing 
(without my mother’s permission) on 
a farm pond a couple of miles from 
our house.  It was a nice day for the 
Illinois winter with full sun and no 
wind, one of those days it actually 
feels good to be outside.  Back in those 
days there weren’t the nice, convenient 
ice shanties that you could put up and 
down in minutes and fish in a t-shirt.  It 
was fishing on a 5-gallon bucket with a 
couple of sodas and snacks inside with 
your fishing gear.  It was a slower day 
on the ice with not a ton of action when 
all of a sudden, I saw the tip on my pole 
start jumping vigorously.  It frantically 
started sliding across the ice when it 
caught my dad’s eye and by the time, he 
could react it was going down into the 
hole just like the green hornet.  What 
must have been a big catfish, which 
were common in this pond, claimed 
my pole down with it to the bottom of 
the pond.  He asked me, “why didn’t 
you grab it?”, and I just smiled.  He 
wasn’t even mad 
knowing that 
things happen 
and sometimes 
you just have to 
bite it and move 
on.
 My next 
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BOOK YOUR SPOT IN MY BOAT TODAY!

memory takes us up to northern 
Wisconsin back in the late 90’s.  My 
uncle Greg, my dad, and I use to go 
up every year over Columbus Day 
week to chase big walleyes.  What 
was amazing about the week every 
year? You never knew what weather 
you were going to get.  We had some 
years where a t-shirt in the afternoon 
was possible, whereas another year 
we received 8 inches of snow and 

By Anthony “AJ” Regnier



SPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICESSPRINGFIELD’S PREMIER BOAT SERVICES
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made a snowman in front of the resort.  
One thing was always guaranteed 
though: the fishing was always pretty 
consistent, just had to switch tactics 
and spot to combat the weather.  One 
year we were up fishing, the weather 
was pretty average (bibs and jackets 
in the morning changing to a hoodie 
by the afternoon) and the walleyes 
were responsive.  We were jigging 
in 15-18 foot of water with minnows 
when all of a sudden- BAM!  My pole 
bent down and after a couple seconds 
of gaining no ground I knew this 
walleye was big.  My dad stayed on 
the trolling motor pedal in the front of 
the boat to try to help me gain some 
ground when he could, and I had my 
uncle Greg in the back by me with the 
net ready to go.  All of a sudden, my 
pole doubled over, and I took on a lot 
more weight than I had previously.  
We were all wondering “what the heck 
happened?”, but after a long fight a 
beautiful 30-inch walleye surfaced in 
the mouth of a 50 plus inch musky.  I 
tried to bring it closer to the boat, but 
the musky would dive as soon as it was 
within net range.  After a few of these 
attempts, finally the musky thrashed 
around and the line broke, and off we 

saw this huge fish swimming away 
with my trophy walleye as his dinner.  
I was irritated, but it was almost so 
surreal that if you weren’t there you 
wouldn’t have believed these massive 
fish displaying for us the order of the 
food chain!
 My last memory I would like to 
share with all of you was from last 
spring when my father came up to fish 
with me in southern Wisconsin for the 
first time.  I was going to be doing some 
guiding up there and was wanting to 
get my bearings for the current fishing 
conditions.  My father, family friend 
named Russ Skaggs, and myself set off 
for a very windy day of fishing.  I was 
strictly musky fishing as that is what my 
clients that were coming to fish with me 
were wanting to pursue, but the other 
two fishermen were fishing jigs to see 
what was hiding on some of the rock 
piles and sand flats that we were fishing.  
The wind was gusting over 30 mph that 
day, so we were using the wind to help us 
drift over our favorable spots.  We were 
picking up an occasional walleye here 
and there and a few pike, but nothing 
too spectacular.  All of a sudden, I had 
a low 40 inch range fish follow my bait 
in and follow the figure 8 around twice 

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve

Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes

 2020 Roughneck 2070sc

before swimming off.  We tried holding 
the spot to throw some more casts at 
this fish, when all of a sudden on an 
ultra-light rod, my dad set the hook and 
instantly doubled over the rod.  After 
a pretty good fight, my dad put a mid 
30inch class fish in the net on 6 lb test 
line.  It was pretty awesome to be a part 
of my dad boating his first musky!
 There are so many memories of 
the outdoors that my father and I have 
made over the years, but I just wanted 

to share some for your amusement.  
I want to thank my dad for always 
instilling in me the importance of good 
conservation and good sportsmanship 
so that the next Regnier generation 
can enjoy nature like we were blessed 
to enjoy.  Being a dad now myself, I 
hope I can build memories with my 
two sons in the great outdoors.  To all 
the fathers out there, I hope you have 
a great Father’s Day!!



Area Sportsman Bar
• PIZZA • ICE • CARRY OUT • OPEN 7 DAYS •

Every Tuesday $2.00/Can
Welcome Bikers,

Poker Runs

SEE OUR BIG TROPHIES!

Trading PostTrading Post

On West Center St.
Oakford, IL 62673

Owner: Tim Wallace

217-635-5392

      Every year as sportsmen return 
to the woods, I see the return of 
Contact Dermatitis to my office.  I am 
usually asked by patients these classic 
questions:

•  What is this rash and how did I get it?
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sap called Urushiol.   Other members 
of this group include cashew trees, 
mango trees, and ginkgo trees.  People 
who are very sensitive to Poison Ivy 
could also breakout to raw cashews 
(roasting destroys the oily sap), 
mangos (only the skin of the fruit) and 
ginkgo trees (often causes rash after 
raking the leaves).
 The classic presentation is that of 
raised blisters in groups and often in 
straight lines.  This is from the direct 
contact to the oily sap from the plants.  
It can be transferred from shoes, 
clothes, or even the dog.  The severity 
of the rash is directly related to the 
amount of the oily sap in contact with 
the skin.  Larger amounts can cause 
blistering where smaller amounts 
may only give redness.  The smaller 
amounts of exposure may erupt skin 
lesions across a several days period.  
This has led to the myth that the fluid 
from the skin rash can spread the rash 
to other parts of the body.
 The rash can develop in as little as 
8 hours or can be delayed up to a week 
or more from exposure.   Washing the 
skin with any type of soap inactivates 
and removes the oily sap. Washing 
immediately can prevent a rash 
outbreak.  After ten minutes only 50% 
of the oil can be removed; after 30 
minutes only 10% can be removed; 
and after 60 minutes the oil usually 

Contact me to see if Direct Care is right for you.
DRU D. HAUTER, MD

217-632-6236 • drdru@cidirectcare.com 
1411 N. Kickapoo St. Suite 105 • Lincoln, Illinois 62656

Learn more at cidirectcare.com

 LEAVES 
OF THREE, 
LEAVE IT BE!
By Dr. Dru Hauter, MD

• How can I get rid of it?
•  How can I keep it from coming 

back?
•  Isn’t there a shot I can get to keep it 

from coming?

Here are some facts about poison Ivy.
•  Only one billionth of a gram of plant 

oil is needed to produce the rash.
•  1/4 of one ounce is enough plant oil 

to give the rash to every person on 
Earth.

•  The oil can remain active and cause 
rash for 1-5 years on average.

•  Captain John Smith was the first to 
call the plant “Poison Ivy” in 1609.

•  Poison Oak was discovered by 
David Douglas (1799-1834) (He 
also found the “Douglas Fir”)

 Poison Ivy, Poison Oak and 
Poison Sumac produce more cases 
of allergic dermatitis than all other 
contacts combined.  It is nearly 
impossible to tell which plant caused 
the rash. The part of Poison Ivy that 
causes the allergic reaction is the sap.  
This plant group is called Rhus and 
all parts of the plant contain the oily 

has bound to the skin and the allergy 
sequence has started.
 The rash can be treated with 
wet compresses to the blistered 
area and should be used for 15 to 
30 minutes several times a day for 
1-3 days until blistering and itching 
is controlled.  Topical steroids 
may not penetrate through the 
blisters to reach the allergic area of 
inflammation.  Colloidal oatmeal 
(Aveeno) is soothing and can decrease 
inflammation. Calamine lotion can 
control itching but can promote 
drying that can decrease topical 
steroid penetration. Diphenhydramine 
(Benadryl) can decrease itching and 
may help people sleep.   More severe 
cases are usually treated with an oral 
steroid like Prednisone.  This is an 
anti-inflammatory and is not like the 
Baseball or weightlifting steroids.  
This medicine should be given for 
a 5-to-10-day course for severe 
cases.  Some people may receive 

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530

eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com
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(309) 467-2731
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an injectable steroid, although the 
response is usually not more rapid 
than with pills.
 There is no immunization or shot 
that is effective in preventing the 
outbreak of Poison Ivy. Desensitization 
does not work so this type of shot was 
taken off the market by the FDA.  Ivy-
Block is a lotion made of clay and 
bentonite compounds and can prevent 
the oil contact with the skin by acting 
as a barrier.  Ivy-Block must be put 
on before exposure. Still the best 
prevention is avoidance of the plants 
and washing immediately with soap.  I 
use my grandma’s home-made soap or 
Fels-Naptha which is a bar soap found 
in the laundry department of grocery 
stores.  The soap works by destroying 
the oil on the skin.  There is a home 
remedy of rubbing the damp bar of 
Fels Naptha on the rash and letting it 
dry to help resolve the rash.   Many 
people also use Dawn dishwashing 

see a physician.  I usually recommend 
steroids if the rash is involving the 
face or genitals (It happens more 
than you think).  I usually prescribe 
Triamcinolone ointment and steroids to 
treat “inside and out.” NEVER use the 
home remedy where you scratch the 
blisters off with a knife and soak the 
wound in Bleach! Watch for signs of 
bacterial infection, spreading redness 
or drainage other than clear liquid.  Do 
not pop the blisters as the contents of 
the blisters help the skin heal.  

Dru Hauter, MD

Dru Hauter, MD is an avid 
outdoorsman and a native of 

Central Illinois. He is the physician at 
Central Illinois Direct Care in Lincoln, 
Illinois and can be reached through 

his website cidirectcare.com at 
drdru@cidirectcare.com 

or 217.632.6236.

detergent immediately after being in 
the woods.  Washing immediately has 
the best success if preventing the rash.    
 Your clothes can hold the oil and 
re-expose the skin when placing them 
in the washer.  I place contaminated 
clothes directly in the washer or into 
a Walmart bag to avoid exposing my 
wife when washing my clothes.  
 Consider seeing a medical 
provider when the rash is spreading 
rapidly or covers a large area.  Try the 
over-the-counter treatments for 2-3 
days and if it is not improving, then 

Brent Lindenfelser with his first 
Turkey! This turkey was harvested in 

the Mackinaw River Valley in Tazewell 
County, IL. Thanks for sharing this great 

photo with ASO Magazine.



WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

JIG FISHING
 When I put my Mercury powered 
Nitro Z20 in the water in June I know 
it’s a great month to fish. It also depends 
on where you live, you will have all 
three conditions to fish as in pre-spawn, 
spawn, and post spawn !  Crank baits, 
top water baits, plastics, swim baits, and 
jigs all work to catch bass! Bass this 
time of the year can be caught on so 
many patterns more so than any other 
time of the year. The key is trying to 
catch big bass! There are several things 
I try to key on this time of the year. I like 
to stay in ten feet of water or less and 
fishing bigger baits than normal! 
 If I’m fishing plastics, of course it 
is Zoom baits, I go with the magnum 

size be it a trick worm, swamp crawler, 
finesse worm or big brush hog and big 
lizard.  I may not get as many bites as 
smaller baits, but the bigger bass seem 
to like the bigger baits! A few tips 
for you! Use a little heavier rod than 
normal to get the hook through the 
bigger plastic baits. I will take a razor 
blade knife and slit a slot in the plastic 
about halfway through so my hook 
will come through easier.  A good 
example is the Zoom Zlinky or Fluke 
already have hook chambers in them 
and that will give you an idea how to 
slit worms. I like to use the Johnny 
Morris Platinum rod in 7’1” heavy 
action, because when you are fishing 
the big plastics, you are probably 
going to be fishing bushes, willows, 
lay downs and such. Not only will 
you get a good penetrating hook set 
but you can move the bass out of the 
cover quickly! One other suggestion is 
to play around with different tungsten 
weights as sometimes the bass want a 
slow fall and other times a fast-falling 
bait. So, if you’re not getting bites, 
change to figure out what they want.
 Jigs are probably the best go to 
bait when looking for big bass this 
time of the year and if I get a limit, 
I put one on and stick with it. There 
are several ways to fish it, but I think 
the best way is swimming it around 
docks, lily pads and grass. I like to 
use a 3/8 to ½ oz in white or green 

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

pumpkin. When I use white, I will pair 
my jig with a Zoom twin tail or Zoom 
swim bait. But when I fish the green 
pumpkin, I usually match my Zoom 
with the green pumpkin. Start out just 
winding with a medium retrieve and 
if that is not working use a twitching 
retrieve. It seems like one day one 
works, the next day the other might be 
working so experiment! Swim baits or 
glide baits can also produce big bass. 
Like all techniques you have to figure 
out the size bait to use and also the 
speed to reel it so the bass will take 
it. I tend to go with a little larger baits 
and change head weights to find a 
successful combination for the day! 
I like to fish these on long tapering 
points this time of the year
 The other way I fish is just going 
down the bank flipping at every piece 
of structure I can find. This method I 
use from a 3/8 to 3/4 oz jig till I find the 
fall speed that they want. Surprisingly 
the heavier jig seems to work great 
in clearer water! My favorite colors 
are black/blue, green pumpkin and 
in stained water I like to use brown/
orange craw. These are matched up 
with a Zoom big chunk or speed craw!  
The minimum line I use is 20 lbs. Bass 
Pro Shops XPS fluorocarbon line or 
braid if you can get by with it. I use 

Andy’s jigs and these are hand tied 
living rubber jigs which are awesome. 
Edwin Evers won the Bassmaster 
Classic on these jigs, visit their web 
site www.andyscustombasslures.com 
and they also have some great hair jigs.
 This is also a good time for top 
water and the go to bait for me is a 
Zoom floating frog around cover and 
a Horny Toad for just going down the 
bank. Another tip is to look for bream 
beds and throw the frogs over them 
and hang on!  If bass are guarding fry 
the frog is hard to beat!
 Remember if you fish big 
impoundments, you can have bass 
in all three stages. So, cover the lake 
watching your temperature gauge to 
find the stage in which you want to 
fish, along with the water color you 
like to fish. The north end of the lake 
will usually have the coolest water 
therefore the latest spawners. As you 
work towards the dam area you will 
find the warmest water
 May God bless you and your 
family and hope you have a great 
fishing trip. Be sure to always wear 
your life vest when you are on the 
water. Remember if you need a tow 
vehicle go to hendrickcars.com. Make 
sure to thank any police or our military 
personnel for a job well done.

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
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Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

motor battery and use it to jump the 
big motor and we were off. Every 
time something like this happens, I 
think of my dad and how he would 
say, “Master of disaster is at it again”. 
Miss that old man, he sure would love 
being on these trips with us. 
 The last thing I want to talk about 
is Lithia Resort. I have worked with 
Cindy over the last couple of years 
but haven’t stayed there in the past. 
I was extremely pleased with her 
customer service. She is so nice and 
even called me on Monday to make 
sure we had a great time. The cabins 
there are amazing. The place is kept 
in immaculate condition. If you ever 
are looking for a place to stay in 
Shelbyville, I would check out Lithia 
Resort at www.lithiaresort.com or 
call Cindy at 217-774-2882. Also, 
if you are heading to Shelbyville 
one of my favorite guides is on that 
lake. If you want to get on the fish 
fast call Matt England at England 
Expeditions for a guided crappie 
trip. His number is 217-520-3653 or 
check him out on face or his website 
www.englandexpeditions.com. 
 One of the coolest things I have 
watched in the last couple of years 

was Chris and Brianne Hubbart create 
this masterpiece of a fox out of a silver 
maple stump. Chris was dropping off 
another piece to Lithia Resort and he 
saw this stump. He immediately had 
and idea of a fox. He went to Cindy 
and asked her to print off a picture of 
fox and he was going to start carving 
away. This was around 2pm and as 
you can see in the photos, it took some 
serious time to sculp and put in all of 
the detail. Chris and Brianne worked 
as a team each had their specialty and 

when they were finished it was site to 
behold. Chris was showing me some 
other pieces he has done, and he really 
does and amazing job. I spent 17 years 
doing events and I have seen my fair 
share of carvers but this attention to 
detail was like no other. I thought this 
fox was amazing until he showed me 
his big foot. You can check Hubbart 
Wood out on facebook, Instagram, you 

tube or at www.hubbartwood.com.  
 It was a great weekend spent at 
Lake Shelbyville and I look forward 
to our next trip. 
 May your sunrises and sunsets be 
magical!

Chris & Brianne Hubbart with their beautiful creation.

The tail work was amazing



IN OUR 
DREAMS

By Daniel Vinovich

 It was a nasty cold rainy evening.  
I was getting my boat ready for the 
last tournament of the year.  It was 
going to be a shot in the dark because 
I did not have time to get down to the 
lake a couple of days early to practice.  
If I had any chance of placing, it 
would have to come from the maps 
and notes I had taken over the last ten 
years.  The boat deck was covered 
with, rods, baits, maps, and assorted 
other junk.  I just stared at the pile 
of stuff wondering how I was going 
to work eight hours tomorrow, watch 
my son quarterback the high school 
team that evening, and get my boat on 
the water by 6:00 a.m. the following 
day.  I had been going nonstop for the 
last three months trying to balance 
my personal life along with my 
professional life.  I just can’t seem to 
get on top of it.  Just when I think I 
might get a chance to sit in the tree 
stand for a couple of hours, another 
crisis seems to happen. I get one 
taken care of, and it is replaced by 
two more.  When does it ever stop?  
Is this what life is all about?  I have 
heard the saying, “life is a bitch and 
then you die,” but I never thought it 
would apply to me.  
 I wonder what the water 
temperature is?  Is the lake turned 
over yet?  “Hey, Is the game away or 
at home tomorrow night?”  Oh, crap.  
I forgot to pick up some new line for 
my trolling rods.  
 “Hey where is the game at?”  Did 

I remember to get gas in the kicker 
motor tank?  All right.  Just start at the 
beginning.  Plug in the charger and 
check the oil for the big 225 Merc.  
Oh, yeah.  Don’t forget the net.  Man, 
does my life suck?  The more I tried 
to get everything ready, the more 
trouble I had focusing on the job at 
hand.  Just then, the cell phone rang.  
“Hello, yeah, I covered the mortar 
before I left.  What?  Their kids were 
playing in the sand pile and used the 
tarp for a batman cape?  Okay, I will 
run over and get it covered again.”  
 The drive back from the job site 
was a slow one.  The cold rain had 
created a blanket of fog over the 
roadway.  By the time I got back 
home, I had lost my train of thought 
on the task at hand.   I climbed back 
into the boat and wondered how the 
@$#$!%& I was going to pull this 
thing together.  Fatigue had set in.  
I had been going since 4:00 a.m., 
and it was now 10:00 p.m.  I can’t 
do this anymore.  Something has got 
to give before I SNAP.  Oh, good.  
The trolling motor batteries are full 
charge.  Switch the cord to the start 
battery.  Man am I tired.  I think I 
will just sit back in the driver’s seat 
and close my eyes just for about ten 
minutes.  My mind raced as I tried 
to relax.  What am I forgetting?  Did 

Get your BEST deal from S&R Marine . . . Give Darin a Call Today!

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
srmarine2730@att.net • www.SR-Marine.com
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I remember to ...  Oh, yeah, I did.  I 
still need to tape that wire under the 
counsel.  “Hey, kid, what are you 
doing?”  I could not make out who 
it was coming at me up the driveway.  
The voice sounded familiar even 
soothing, but I still could not make 
out who it was.  “You know what 
your problem is boy?”  “You are 
crapping too close to the house.”  
Now I know who it is, but how could 
this be?  It was Bob Johnson, a good 
old fishing buddy of mine from way 
back, but Bob passed away several 
years ago.  It could not be him.  Out 
of the fog came the silhouette of a 
man.  His crippled hands adjusted 
the old cap on his head.  Now I could 
see his weathered and wrinkled face 

caused from years in the boat and 
duck blinds.  It was Bob.  “Looks like 
you got a mess here Danny.”  “You 
probably ought to grab those baits off 
the floor before you step on them and 
get a free trip to the hospital.”  Now 
that was a line, I have heard from 
him a thousand times.  “What are you 
doing here,” I replied.  “Just checking 
in to see how you are doing.”  “Bob, 
this is kind of freaking me out.”  “I 
really don’t need to be losing my 
mind right now.”  “Don’t worry,” he 
said, “everything is going to be all 
right.”  “Just keep your powder dry 
and your baits wet.”  Then he smiled, 
turned, and faded back into the fog.  
“Bob, hey Bob.”  There was no 
answer only, the sound of the water 
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running through the down spouts. 
 Shortly after, I was startled 
awake by a clap of thunder.  I came 
out to see what was taking you so 
long.  “Did you fall asleep in the 
boat?”  “No, I was just resting my 
eyes.”  “Well, get in the house before 
you catch your death.”  I leaned 
forward and stretched.  I don’t know 
why, but I felt like a million bucks.  
Everything was so clear.  The smell 
of the rain, the job at hand, even the 
thought of following day seemed 
like it was going to go off without 
any problems.  I climbed out of the 
boat and lit up a smoke.  Staring into 
the foggy dark night, I thought I saw 
an old man climb into his boat and 
motor out of sight.  
 Dreams are a good thing.  It gives 
you a chance to remember the times 
when life was slower, fishing was 
good, and good friends were there to 
get you through the rough times.  I 
hope the next time I am stressed and 
doze off I get a chance to shoot a few 
ducks or maybe some trap with Harry 
Garey, another old buddy of mine 
or maybe net a Walleye for my old 
partner Rick Parrott.  Too often the 
memories of past friends or relatives 
are forgotten in the frantic rush of 
our daily lives.  It is a good thing 
the subconscious does not forget.  
Now and then, we all need a dream 
to remember why we wake up every 
day and that life is worth living, and 
the things we do today just might stir 
up a good memory in someone’s life 
long after we are gone.
 SEE ‘YA ON THE WATER!

Six year old Gemma Klus with a morel mushroom 
found in Lowpoint, IL. 

Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.

Third annual Dollar Buck Club trophy presentation was held 
on April 28th at the American Legion in Washington, IL. 

Jim McCord received the trophy for his 10 point buck which 
scored 143 1/8 inches. Jim received a dollar from each participant. 
Jim’s buck was harvested in Tazewell County, IL with a crossbow.
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THE BEST FISHERMAN ON 
REELFOOT LAKE
By Jere Hughes and Harlie the Golden Retriever, Reelfoot Lake Lovers

Reelfoot Lake’s Overlooked Raptor
 The aged headlight beams of the 
truck were strong enough to illuminate 
the small herd of deer underneath the 
trees by the state park ranger residence. 
The deer looked strangely out of place 
standing beside the giant crappie statue 
located at Kirby’s Pocket. The intense 
whining of the golden retriever revealed 
her desire to give chase, but deer are on 
the “no chase” list and the photographer 
patiently waits while the deer run off 
into the pre-dawn darkness. After their 
departure, the photographer pulled the 
truck into the ramp’s parking lot to 
prepare the towed boat for launching. 
The golden retriever’s disappointment 

from not having the deer to play with 
was soon replaced by chasing a raccoon 
up a tree by the water’s boat ramp.  
 The morning’s dawn made the 
white PVC piping that marks the path 
of the Racetrack from Kirby’s Pocket 
easy to see. The same strengthening 
light caused the cypress trees and 
occasional duck blind to appear as 
aged Ansel Adams black and white 
images. A pair of wood ducks flushed 
in front of the boat winging their way 
like a pair of high-speed Olympic 
downhill ski racers weaving in-
between the lake’s flooded cypress 
trees. Their whistling sounds, pushing 
out like ripples on the morning breeze, 

echoed across the lake. Their calls 
were returned by an eagle scream 
as it soared towards Horse Island 
Ditch. While the eagle caught the 
photographer’s attention, like the 
denial of the deer to the retriever, 
the departing eagle was ignored this 
morning. The focus of this outing is 
Reelfoot Lake’s overlooked raptor!
 As the flat-bottomed boat glided 
over the stump-covered water of 
Reelfoot Lake, the photographer’s 
scanning eyes soon picked out the 
morning’s focus of pursuit. The rapid 
wing beats of the stationary, mid-air 
hovering of an osprey were observed 
over an opening in the lake’s lily pads. 
As the distance closed, the osprey’s 
flight pattern changed from stationary 
to high speed as it dived into the 

water’s surface. The strengthened 
morning light caused the exploding 
water particles to glisten like diamonds 
as the osprey emerged upward with a 
bass clutched in its large sickle-like 
talons. The aged joints and reflexes 
of the photographer prevented the 
capture of the osprey’s entry and 
exit, but the years of waterfowl wing 
shooting enabled the image capture of 
the prey laden flight of this Reelfoot 
Lake’s overlooked fish hunter. 
 Reelfoot Lake is famous for being 
formed by an earthquake, causing the 
Mississippi River to flow backwards 
to fill it. It is loved by many from 
different viewpoints. Fisherman, non-
commercial and commercial, love 
the pursuit of crappie, bream, bass, 
catfish, and other species of the lake 
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making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. 

Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, 
cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.

 Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers,  Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers, 
hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to 

enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.

For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services 
and accommodations, please visit our website at and accommodations, please visit our website at 

www.reelfoottourism.comwww.reelfoottourism.com or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide. or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide.
 Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council

1605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 380791605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 38079

INCLUDES:
LAKE FRONT LODGING, BOAT, 

MOTOR, BAIT AND ICE

Must be in groups of 3 
3 to a boat and 3 to a room
CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES 
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fisheries. Hunters, local and from 
across the nation, pursue the waterfowl 
of the lake. In fact, many live in a pre-
waterfowl season, waterfowl season, 
and post-waterfowl season world 
mindset. Hunters also pursue the lake’s 
deer, turkey, and squirrel populations. 
 Birders and photographers view 
and capture images of the lake’s 
sunrises, sunsets, animals, insects, 
birds, and waterfowl. While the eagle 
is at the top of the raptor list for 
these lake visitors, the hawks, owls, 
and kites are actively sought along 
the shorelines and fields of the lake. 
However, many visitors overlook 
the lakes other fish-eating raptor. 
The lake has a well-established eagle 
population, but ospreys also share 
their own established population. It is 
the best fisherman on Reelfoot Lake. 
 The ospreys usually arrive in April 

and start pairing and mating. They 
immediately begin repairs of previous 
year’s nests or begin building new 
nesting sites. Every section of the lake 
has osprey nests with some areas having 
more than others. Ospreys are very vocal 
to boaters that come near these nests and 
their unique stationary hovering while 
looking for prey is easily seen from far 
distances. Their hovering ability was the 
inspiration for the naming of one of our 
nation’s military helicopters, the Bell 
Boeing V-22 Osprey.
 Unlike the lake’s eagles, which 
will reward viewers multiple sightings 
whether as boaters or vehicle 
operators, the lake’s ospreys require 
those wishing to obtain the maximum 
sightings to utilize waterway boating. 
For those fortunate enough to own or 
have access to boats, this is not a large 
challenge. However, for those who do 

not, there are other options. The lake’s 
multiple guides can be contacted for 
daily rates for osprey photography 
packages. Also, the lake’s resorts have 
guiding networks in place and can 
be contacted to see if a photography 
package can be arranged. However, 
the Reelfoot Lake State Park’s sunrise 
and sunset cruises are an excellent 
way for birders and photographers to 
get close to the ospreys of the lake. 
However, nests can be viewed from 
the shoreline of the public access Air 
Park boat ramp on the north end of the 
lake and flying ospreys can be viewed 
from the lake boardwalk behind the 
Reelfoot Lake State Park.
 This overlooked lake fish hunter 
received attention from the Reelfoot 
Lake State Park and the Reelfoot 
Tourism Council. They are jointly 
hosting the first Reelfoot Lake Osprey 
Festival. This festival is scheduled 
for July 16-18, 2021. The weekend 
activities include two-hour boat tours, 
an art/photo contest, and a live raptor 
show. The Reelfoot Tourism Council 
office can be contacted at www.
reelfoottourism.com or by phone at 
731-253-2007 and the Reelfoot Lake 

State Park can be contacted at 731-
253-9652 or at https://tnstateparks.
com/parks/reelfoot-lake for the 
details of the festival and its planned 
activities. The Reelfoot Tourism 
Council can also provide details on the 
lake’s lodging and eating locations. 
Their office located at 1605 State 
Route 21 E, along with the state park, 
has many informational pamphlets for 
lake visitors to use to plan other lake 
activities while visiting the festival. 
Those visiting the state park can also 
check out its new visitor center along 
with the park’s other wildlife viewing 
opportunities. Plus, a new eagle nest 
has been built by the visitor center 
behind the park maintenance building.
 Embracing the spring and 
summer months in the outdoors of 
Reelfoot Lake can offer everyone a 
chance to view the lake’s wonderful 
treasures. Having the opportunity to 
attend the first ever Osprey Festival is 
just one of those treasures. So come 
out and be a treasure hunter on the 
lake. Those seeking treasure might 
even run across a golden retriever 
riding around in a boat looking for 
things on the “chase list.”



 As a young teenager totally 
intimidated by the opposite sex, being 
bashful and shy was the norm.  The 
fear of making a fool of myself was 
always present in any interchange 
with a female and they were avoided 
accordingly.  This period of my life 
was overcome but history may dictate 
whether this was a positive!  After 
many decades my heart is finally 
able to relive this true story of my 
experiences with a member of the 
fairer sex possibly proving avoidance 
of the female would have been the 
better choice!
 Then forty-one, married with two 
daughters and successful career with 
some control of life, if done as told.  
I was introduced to an older female 
landowner in the county where I also a 
landowner did most of my deer hunting.  
My intention was to lease a portion of 
her farm considered the best acreage 
for deer hunting in the entire state, in 
my opinion.  This introduction was 
made by the farmer who farmed her 
tillable acreage and a friend of mine.  
The farmer forewarned of her devious 
nature and that she was as vicious 
as a rattlesnake and less predictable!  
Being an experienced negotiator and 
business minded professional and all-
around nice guy; surely she would be 
swayed by my skills of charm and be 
manageable!  
 This old spinster landowner was 
diminutive in size and stature, but 
her intellect was the opposite as she 
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grade equipment and the highest 
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metal marketplace.
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held a PHD and had a career history 
of successful positions within her 
profession.  She had the skills to be 
able to argue before the Supreme 
Court or play the part of a confused 
elder being bamboozled by a young 
whippersnapper if needed!  
 A lease was signed for the 
property at the site of her old 
homestead, many years not lived in 
but still maintained in good order.  I 
questioned the tombstones next to the 
house.  Was this a family Plot?   No, 
this was the final resting place of her 
favorite cows’ dead of old age.  One 
could not help but notice she still had 
a small herd still present.  This small 
herd had the distinction of being the 
luckiest cattle on the planet, being 
able to live out their lives in this 
serene, bucolic environment and to be 
buried in the same!  With signed lease 
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David with a couple of nice bucks taken on the property.
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in hand, I thought strange but gave to 
no matter to this peculiarity!
 We established a relationship 
largely by telephone with one or two 
conversations weekly.  She was a joy to 
converse with and my altruistic nature 
towards the elderly was satisfied 
through our contacts.  Her property 
was inspected and analyzed for the 
best opportunities for success in the 
hunting of deer.  My anticipation was 
that of a youngster on Christmas Eve 
towards the upcoming deer season!
 The old, abandoned road leading 
to the property’s line was cleaned and 
the old downed trees removed.  On a 
beautiful early fall day, I transported 
her in my truck down to the property 
and we walked the lane with the wind 
blowing the changing leaves and sun 
still warming the air.  She walked and 
truly enjoyed the experience as she 
had been unable to see this portion 
of her father’s farm for over twenty 
years hence.  Surely our relationship 
was being formed for the positive 
both personal and for deer seasons to 
come long term!
 During our walk, almost surreal 
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in nature, she relayed a story of her 
past while still in college in St Louis, 
Missouri.  I felt warmed being able 
to listen to her remanence about 
the past.  Her story began and I 
paraphrase, she had learned through 
a girlfriend that a young man she had 
been seeing was coming over this day 
to ask for her hand in marriage.  She 
informed her classmate to inform this 
young suitor to halt his advance and 
in fact she did not want to ever see 
him again!  Normally not at a loss 
for words, this story was shocking 
and was it a portal look into future 
tragedy for yours truly?
 The season finally arrived and 
although access to her property was 
difficult – it was well worth the effort!  
This truly was “Whitetail Heaven” 
and even with my poor habits, a 
success opportunity on a truly giant 
whitetail would surely come!
 Even now it is painful to tell this 
story and I shall ask you to wait until 
next months’ edition to read about 
the ending of this epic tale, a truly 
“Romeo and Juliet” event for this 
humble writer!

STEVEN PLANK
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Fax: 217-268-4568
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Steve Reed with a great catch 
on Lake Petersburg. One was 
13.1 lbs. and the other was 
15.2 lbs. Thanks for sharing 

with ASO Magazine.

Steve Reed with a 
Lake Guntersville 7lb. 7 ounce 

largemouth Bass. 
Thanks for sharing this great 
photo with ASO Magazine.
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BASS LURES FOR PANFISH
 Using finesse style lures is a great 
way to fish for bass.  These consist of small 
spinnerbaits, tubes, grubs, crankbaits, and 
plastic worms, but these same lures will work 
for panfish.  The nicest part is that generally the 
bass lures will catch larger bluegill and crappie 
than the normal panfish lures.
 Over the years I’ve caught a lot of panfish 
while fishing for bass.  A fishing journal has 
been kept that has shown which lures have 
produced best, and as such it helps when 
wanting to go after some “slab side” crappie, 
or “hand size” bluegill.
 Here is a selection of my top choices over 
the years:

SPINNERBAITS
 The smaller 1/8-ounce version of a full-
size spinnerbait has been one of the best for 
shallow water crappie.  Fishing t
his over and around brush piles can bring great 
results for keeper size fish.
 One of the best techniques is to slow 
roll it over and around brush, logs, and other 
prime crappie areas.  Once the lure passes 
the structure, allow it to fall a bit, and then 
continue the slow roll at a little deeper area.  
Sometimes the crappie will suspend slightly 
out from the fish holder.
 These techniques have worked well in 
river backwaters, and lakes with shallow 
shoreline cover and stump fields.

 There are several of these types of lures 
on the market, but my two favorites have 
been Mann’s Mini Classic and Stanley’s Baby 
Wedge.  I use the single and tandem Colorado 
and willow models, in chartreuse/white and 
white.  Experiment to see which blade pattern 
is doing best, as it has been found that one will 
definitely out produce the other on certain days.

CRANKBAITS
 Another good lure for big crappie, and 
lunker size bluegill is the crankbait.  The 
1/8-ounce size in lipless, shallow and deep 
styles work very well.  Of course, a deep lure 
in this category still runs relatively shallow.  As 
with the spinnerbait these are best for fishing for 
shallow fish, unless they are used for trolling, 
whereby a rig, with extra weight, can be used to 
bring them down to deeper depths.
 These are fished much like the spinnerbait. 
It is important to bump structure, and after 
passing the outer edge crank the lure down a 
little deeper. If it is a lipless sinking lure, it is 
better to use these away from the brush areas, 
and concentrate on the outer edges, open areas 
or suspended fish.
 A couple of other very good areas for 
crankbaits are rip rap and weed lines.  The 
rip rap can be fished parallel or perpendicular, 
while the weed line many times is better when 
fishing parallel.
 The lures that I use the most in this class 
are Bill Lewis Outdoors 1/8 and ¼-Ounce 
Rat-L-Trap; and Norman’s Tiny N and Deep 
Tiny N.  My best producing colors are white 
bleeding shiner; bluegill; Smokey Joe; and 
Diamond Dust.

PLASTIC WORMS
 While crappie have been caught on a 
4-inch finesse worm rigged on a 1/16-ounce 
lead head, with a number 4 hook, it seems to 
work best for large bluegill.  This lure is perfect 
for many situations, especially around rocks 
and weeds, and during the nesting period, or 
as they are holding just off the nesting area in 
deeper water.
 There are worms with straight and 
curl tails.  Both have worked equally well.  
However, in many cases the straight tail worm 
has produced more solid hook ups, as the curl 
tail variety attracts the bluegill more to that 
area of the lure.
 I use one 4-inch worm in the straight tail 
style – Natural Forage Baits R4, and one in the 
curl tail variety – B-Fish-N Ringworm.
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One of the author’s favorite lures for bass 
is Natural Forage Baits Swimbait in Green 
Shad, which also works on large crappies.



 Colors of black, pumpkin, green pumpkin 
and black/blue fleck have always worked the best.
 The aforementioned rigging with the 
smaller 1/16 and 1/8 ounce lead head jigs is 
very effective, but I will also rig with a split 
shot and smaller Daiichi Circle Bend hook, 
usually in the Bleeding Bait model.  This rig 
is perfect for hooking a straight tail worm 
once in the head, or through the middle in 
Wacky style.  The split shot is placed about a 
foot above the hook, but can be altered to fit 
the conditions.

TUBES
 A small 1-inch tube has long been an 
excellent lure for panfish.  However, stepping 
up to a 2-inch, or even sometimes 3 or 4-inch, 
bass tube can produce big crappie.
 These can be rigged Texas style and 
fished in heavy cover, or with an open jig head 
to fish along bluffs and other deeper areas 
where crappie may suspend.
 Black, white and watermelon have been 
the most productive colors.

GRUBS
 One of the most productive lures for 
many species is the good ole curl tail grub.  
These are available in many styles, but the 
most popular is the simple twister, or curl tail.  
I also like the smaller 2-inch Augertail, which 
is a favorite stand-by for bass, but a dynamite 
panfish catcher.
 Grubs are extremely versatile.  They can 
be fished with a spinner, making it like a Beetle 
Spin, or without. When fishing without a spinner 
they can be retrieved straight, like a minnow, 

pumped, finger jigged or bottom bounced. They 
will also work for vertical jigging.
 The most productive way of rigging is on 
an open hook, lead head jig.
 These are perfect for using along weed 
lines, deeper water, over brush piles, and in 
rocky areas.  In fact, it is such a “cover all” 
lure that is is difficult to say just what will 
grab the line.
 Most of the time I will use 2 and 3-inch 
lures, but will occasionally, on rare instances, 
step up to a 4-inch.  In the 2-inch size I 
prefer Mann’s Augertail and Sting Ray, and 
Yamamoto’s Tiny Ika.  
 Another lure, which should be mentioned 
in this category, is the famous Road Runner, 
which comes pre-rigged with a spinner 
attached to the lead head.  The Road Runner 
has caught all sorts of species in many 
conditions and locations.
 Black has always been a good color, but 
I will also use smoke, with or without some 
sort of metal flake, and white. Pumpkin and 
watermelon colors have also worked from 
time to time.
SWIMBAIT
 The 3 to 4-inch swim bait is one of my best 
bass lures to catch larger crappies.  Normally 
they hit on one of two retrieves – straight slow 
constant retrieve, and a lift-and-drop, with 
many of the hits coming on the drop.
 These can be used with B-Fish-N H20 
Precision jig heads, or if a spinner is needed, 
a Blakemore Road Runner or Casey’s Runner 
heads.  
 My preference on this type of lure is 
Natural Forage Baits Swim Bait in Green 

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Dave’s Trading Post, 
Coin & Pawn

309-353-7522

Diamond Rings
Jewelry

Gold & Silver
Coins 

Antiques • Indian Relics

Reloading Supplies Galore • Ammo

www.davestradingpostpekin.com

333 Derby Street, Pekin, IL 61554
Hours: Mon – Fri. 10am – 5pm • Sat. 10am – 3am • Closed Sundays

Layaway Available
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Shad, and B-Fish-N Pulse-R in Oyster.
 To illustrate the difference in fishing the 
smaller bass lures for panfish over normal 
baits, here is an example from some of my 
spring fishing.   While fishing for bass during 
a “hot” crappie period, using the Baby Wedge 
Spin, I caught several keeper size crappie.  In 
fact, other anglers were getting a few over 
the keeper size, while my results was just the 
opposite with mostly keepers, and very few 
non-keepers.  Most of my fish were taking 
the lure as I allowed it to drop to the deeper 
water off the ends of the brush, and other fish 
holding areas.  The bigger crappie wanted a 
little bigger “bite.”
 Whenever smaller bluegill and crappie 
are hitting on normal panfish lures, with an 
occasional larger fish taking the bait, try some 
finesse style bass lures.  These may just save 
the day, with some “lunker” surprises.

 If there are any questions, contact me 
through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® web site 
at www.dansfishntales.com.  You can also 
make connection through the Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/dansfishntales.
 Until next time, get out on the water, and 
enjoy a great day of fishing.

John Francisco was fishing with a Texas 
rigged watermelon seed tube, when he tied 

into this lunker crappie.

A great bass lure that catches large bluegill 
is Natural Forage Baits R4 finesse worm 

rigged on a B-Fish-N H20 Precision jig head.
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700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

FACTORY INCENTIVES ON BOATS & MOTORS . . . ASK FOR DETAILS!
FIND CENTRAL ILLINOIS’ LARGEST SELECTION OF BOATS & MOTORS 

WITH A LARGE ACCESSORY DEPARTMENT!
SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

2021 Lowe Jon Boats

fm 1675 Side Console

LOWE JON BOATS IN STOCK
1436L
1648MT
1852 MT
RX 1860

The Lowe Boats we have in Stock will be the only 
Lowe Boats we can receive this season. 

Come see us today so you don’t miss your chance 
at a new 2021 Lowe Boat.

Yamaha Outboards 
in Stock
F25LWTC

LARGE ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT

Call for a Private Appointment or 
Come in and see us Today

 M-F 8am – 5pm, 
Sat. 8am – Noon 

or by Appointment

 What are your favorite outdoor 
activities? Could it be hiking, birding, 
rock climbing, picnicking, swimming, 
boating, fishing, hunting, horseback 
riding, four wheeling, or any one of the 
many other outdoor behaviors? These 
resources and many more are available 
to most anyone at a small cost or at no 
cost since most are available at one or 
many state parks and recreational sites. 
It’s amazing and unfortunate that more 
people don’t take advantage of our easily 
obtainable resources. Especially during 
these times when social distancing is still 
an advantage and most of these activities 
are family oriented. 
 Here in east central Illinois, we 
are blessed with an abundance of these 
resources most of which are owned 
or managed by the department of 
natural resources, cities, or the Federal 
Government. Many times, folks just 
relate the sites such as Lake Shelbyville 
with recreational boating or fishing but 
there are myriad other activities available 
there and also at many of the other state 
parks. The hiking and bird watching 
possibilities are almost endless. Rosalie 
and I have been watching some new 
species of birds here on our home feeders 
and are amazed at the many variations 
and species. If you will get out and 
quietly walk the many trails at the local 
lakes and parks you will be astounded 
at the variations and the beauties of the 

many creatures. 
 Besides the birds, many other 
interesting creatures may be observed 
in their natural habitat. Zoos are great 
places to see critters but it’s really cool 
to see them in their normal habitat and 
going about their daily routines. The 
interaction within and between the 
species is especially interesting. I saw 
two whitetail does fighting a while 
back and that is a sight to see. Normally 
we think of deer bucks as being the 
fighters but when the does fight it’s more 
dramatic. They stand up on their hind feet 
and make the hair fly off their opponent 
with their front feet. The box turtles are 
out looking for mates about now and will 
result in your seeing more of them also. 
 Depending on your style of activities 
and just how strenuous you wish your 
day to be, you may tailor the type or 
select an activity that suits your needs or 
fits your physical abilities. Some might 
want to go rock climbing or rappelling 
while others are content to walk leisurely 
thru the park and sit on the nearest bench 
while listening to the chirping of the 
birds and frogs. 
 While many parks and state forests 
have miles and miles of hiking trials and 
equine trails for the horse enthusiasts, 
some of the smaller facilities that 
may have fewer miles also boast of 
exceptional trails, picnicking, camping 
and other facilities. I have not yet walked 
the trail, but I understand the new hiking 
trail encompassing Lake Charleston 
is superb. I must put that on my list of 
places to visit. 
 The horse trails here in Illinois 
are not as abundant as some places, 
but many miles of trails are available 
at some of the area smaller parks and 
especially abundant in the southern 
parts of the state where the Shawnee 
National Forest abounds. Many private 
campgrounds surround the National 
Forest providing exceptional facilities 
such as cabins, camp sites, stall facilities 
for the horses, and lots of dining 
possibilities. I just had my stock trailer 
refurbished by Whites Sandblasting and 
Painting near Toledo Illinois and boy 
does it look nice. Now I can load my 
ole mare and go to Shawnee in style. 
I’d better remember to take my GPS or 
compass with me since it’s been several 
years since I have frequented those 
massive, wooded areas. Rosalie might 
have to organize a search party to find 
me otherwise. Get out and enjoy Gods 
great creations and give thanks daily. 
 It’s Faith, Family, and Fishing

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE AVAILABLE 

RESOURCES

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER 

& IN THE WOODS

by Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

Mercury Outboards in Stock

15 ELH • 50 ELHPT
60 ELPT • 90 ELPT



This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks of 
December 1 - 22, 2020; however, it 

does not include all actions taken by 
the Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northwest Zone – Captain Laura Petreikis 
District 1 – Captain Laura Petreikis 
(Counties: Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, 
Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson & 
Whiteside) 
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri worked the First Firearm Deer 
Season in Henry County and responded to a 
complaint of deer hunters participating in a deer 
drive too close to a residential neighborhood. The 
witness watched 2 men fire their guns multiple 
times at a deer running across a field, but not a 
single shot hit the deer. Multiple hunters were 
issued written warnings at the request of the 
complainant. In a separate case, a Kewanee, IL 
man was cited for Hunting Without a Valid FOID 
card which had expired in 2017 and he just never 

reapplied. The gun and ammunition were released 
to his father on scene. 
JODAVIESS COUNTY 
CPO Hoftender cited a Stockton man for illegal 
possession of deer. The subject removed the head 
without permission from a CPO during 1st firearm 
gun season and stopped the CPO on the road 
asking for a salvage tag a week later. A further 
investigation occurred, and the subject was issued 
a written warning for falsification of record. 
OGLE COUNTY 
CPO Beltran made a repeat visit to a Polo Man 
for a tagging violation. Despite being warned 
for a similar violation in 2017 the 53-year-old 
man failed to follow the advice and use the 
proper tags. CPO Beltran issued 3 citations for 
deer violations and is hoping he does not have 
to return. 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 
CPO K. Williams and CPO Posateri were on 
boat patrol on the Mississippi River pool 16, 
performing waterfowl enforcement. Arriving 
at a waterfowl blind, CPO K. Williams and 
CPO Posateri observed a waterfowl hunter 
having CPR performed on him near the blind. 
CPO K. Williams and CPO Posateri assisted 
with the medical emergency. The hunter was 
pronounced deceased by medical responders as 
a result of cardiac arrest. 
During 2nd season deer firearm, CPO K. 
Williams spoke with a hunter returning to his 
vehicle. CPO K. Williams observed dried blood 
in the bed and on the tailgate of the hunter’s truck. 
Upon further investigation, it was determined 
the hunter harvested a whitetail deer a few days 
prior without tagging or reporting the harvest. 
Citations and warnings were issued to the hunter. 
CPO K. Williams followed up on a hunting 

accident resulting in serious injury in Rock 
Island county. It was determined the hunter was 
not wearing a safety harness when his deer stand 
broke, causing the hunter to fall from the tree. 
The hunter was transported to University of 
Iowa hospital where he was admitted for several 
weeks with multiple fractures. 
District 6 – Sgt. Phil Wire (Counties: Boone, 
Bureau, DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam & 
Winnebago) 
DEKALB COUNTY 
CPO Murry cited a hunter for unlawful take of 
a whitetail deer. A hunter, knowing that he did 
not have an Either Sex permit, shot a 10-point 
buck. The hunter received a citation, and the 
Deer was seized. 
LASALLE COUNTY 
While on patrol during 2nd Firearm Season 
CPO Kaufman noticed a vehicle with Texas 
registration parked in a field. CPO Kaufman 
ran the registration then put the owner’s name 
in the Point-of-Sale database. The owner had 
an Illinois resident hunting license and deer 
permits. CPO Kaufman found that the man had 
a Texas driver’s license. CPO Kaufman made 
contact with the hunter. The man explained 
he is a contract worker and has been living in 
Illinois for a year. CPO Kaufman told the man 
he is considered a Texas resident since he has 
not changed his driver’s license or vehicle 
registration to Illinois. Citations were issued. 
CPO Workman and CPO Kaufman responded 
to a call for an eagle being shot in Oglesby. 
When CPO Workman arrived at the residence, 
Oglesby PD was on scene and informed CPO 
Workman he was responding to a shot fired call 
and observed 2 males kicking a dead squirrel 
around. The two males were both known 

convicted felons. CPO Workman questioned 
the subjects on the dead squirrel and was unable 
to get either one to admit they had shot the 
squirrel. CPO Workman began investigating the 
dead squirrel. While on scene CPO Workman 
cut the squirrel open and was able to show the 
squirrel was freshly killed and had been shot 
by a load that contained small pellets. CPO 
Kaufman and Oglesby PD placed handcuffs 
on the subjects, and they were transported to 
Oglesby PD for further questioning. While 
at the station, CPO Workman showed other 
investigators the evidence displaying obvious 
signs the squirrel had been shot by a load 
containing small pellets. A search warrant was 
written up to search the house for the shotgun 
and ammunition. CPO Workman assisted in the 
execution of the search warrant and was able to 
locate one spent #6 shotgun shell in the kitchen 
sink. Another officer located a shotgun in the 
basement of the residence along with other shot 
gun rounds. Wildlife charges are pending as 
evidence is being sent to the lab to be dusted for 
fingerprints and DNA. 
PUTNAM COUNTY 
District 7 – Sgt. Scott Avery (Counties: 
Fulton, Henderson, Knox, Marshall, 
McDonough, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Warren & Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Finn and SGT Avery encountered two 
hunters who were unlawfully deer hunting in the 
refuge of Banner Marsh. The two were hunting 
before 1pm which is not allowed. They were not 
wearing orange as required, they had uncased 
bows in their boat, one did not have the proper 
license or permits. The father received four 
citations (some for him and some for his son). 
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CPO Reports . . . continued
Unlawful attempt to take deer, no valid permit 
and a boat violation. They both also received 
several written warnings for hunting violations 
and boat violations. 
CPO Lazzell cited a Pekin man for unlawful 
take of a Trumpeter Swan at Double T SFWA. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO Gerard cited an individual for failure 
to immediately tag a four-point buck after 
harvest and failure to report a four point buck 
as required. Additionally, the individual was 
wanted for a warrant in Tazewell County. 
WARREN COUNTY 
CPO Gerard cited two subjects for hunting 
without a hunting licenses, unlawful harvest 
of two turkeys during a closed season with 
firearms, and unlawful harvest of two turkeys 
without turkey permits. 
WOODFORD COUNTY 
Northeast Zone – Acting Captain Eric 
Schreiber District 2 – Sgt. Eric Schreiber 
(Counties: Kane, Lake & McHenry) 
MCHENRY COUNTY 
CPO Davis observed two trucks with hunting 
apparel parked along a treeline in Southern 
McHenry County. CPO Davis waited for the 
hunters to exit the woods and found one subject 
loaded 40 minutes after sunset and the other 
hunter not a wearing blaze orange hat. The 
loaded hunter did not possess a habitat stamp 
and the hunter without a blaze orange hat did not 
have any permits on his person. The hunter with 
a hat stated he had shot a deer earlier that day 
and records showed he had only purchased one 
firearm deer permit so he was archery hunting 
without a valid firearm deer permit. Citations 

were issued for hunting after hours and archery 
hunting without a valid firearm deer permit. 
Written warnings were also issued for no blaze 
orange hat and no habitat stamp. 
District 4 – Sgt. Mooi (Counties: Cook & 
DuPage) 
COOK COUNTY 
CPO Roesch received a complaint of an 
individual hunting deer on St. Xavier 
University property without permission. CPO 
Roesch located a trail camera on the property 
and seized it as evidence. CPO Roesch obtained 
a search warrant from Cook County for the 
images located on an SD card in the camera. On 
the camera was an individual carrying a bow 
and a large buck with an arrow in its side. CPO 
Roesch identified the man and interviewed him. 
. Individual confessed to shooting two bucks 
and a coyote on the property. The individual 
stated the deer was at a taxidermist in Indiana. 
CPO Roesch issued 2 citations for unlawful take 
of whitetail deer, 2 citations for hunting without 
permission, 1 written warning for unlawful take 
of furbearing mammal (coyote) and 1 written 
warning for hunting without hunting license 
and permits in possession. CPO Roesch seized 
the individual’s compound bow as evidence. 
CPO Roesch contacted Indiana DNR in order 
to seize the deer mount located at the Indiana 
taxidermist as evidence. 
DUPAGE COUNTY 
Central Zone – Acting Captain John Williamson 
District 9 – Sgt. Eric Myers (Counties: Adams, 
Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, Jersey, 
Macoupin, Pike & Schuyler) 
BROWN COUNTY 
CPO Blakeley was patrolling rural Brown 
county during firearm deer season when he 

observed a UTV exiting a property. CPO 
Blakeley made contact with the operator of 
the UTV. He observed two wild Turkeys in the 
bed of the UTV. The subject stated it figures 
this would happen, after all it is Covid 2020. 
Appropriate enforcement action was taken. 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
CPOT Ben Pankey conducted a traffic stop on 2 
hunters from Florida. They were in possession 
of 4 illegally taken deer. They were issued 
multiple citations. 
CPOT Ben Pankey and CPO Michael Goetten 
discovered an untagged deer in the back of a 
truck. The antlers clearly had been knocked off 
the deer and the hunter intended on tagging the 
deer with his antler-less permit. He was cited 
for the offense. 
GREENE COUNTY 
CPOT Ben Pankey and CPO Michael Goetten 
observed a vehicle driving slowly down the 
roadway and using headlights to shine fields for 
deer. When surprised by the officers, a passenger 
in possession of the crossbow inadvertently 
discharged the crossbow into the floorboard 
nearly shooting himself. The three occupants 
were each arrested for hunting with the aid of 
a conveyance/shining, hunting deer between 
½ hour after sunset and ½ hour before sunrise, 
transportation of loaded/uncased crossbow, and 
hunting from a public roadway. 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
CPO Wheatley was on patrol in the Nauvoo area. 
CPO Wheatley pulled into a camp and found 2 
deer hanging from an A frame style device. One 
deer, presumably a buck, was headless and the 
other was also a small buck. The smaller buck 
had a permit affixed to the antler, but lacked a 
confirmation number, the headless buck had no 

permit on it at all. There was a truck near the 
deer, and after a quick check of the license plate 
and owner’s name, CPO Wheatley was able to 
see the owner killed a buck earlier in second 
season, but appeared to still be hunting despite 
not having a permit. CPO Wheatley found the 
tagged buck’s owner lived nearby and spoke 
with the woman whose name appeared on the 
permit. The woman said she did not actually 
kill the deer, and CPO Wheatley was able to 
ascertain who did. The harvester of the tagged 
buck also confirmed the owner of the truck was 
indeed hunting and by himself. CPO Wheatley 
located the hunter and found he did not have a 
firearm tag and was hunting with a bow. CPO 
Wheatley cited that man for Hunting Without a 
Valid Permit and issued him a Written Warning 
for Not Placing the Leg Tag on his Buck after 
Removing the Head. CPO Wheatley also cited 
the hunter that harvested the tagged buck for 
Possessing Another’s Permits in the Field and 
issued that man a Written Warning for No 
Habitat Stamp. 
JERSEY COUNTY 
CPOT Ben Pankey and CPO Michael Goetten 
issued citations and warnings to a hunter from 
Missouri for hunting deer over bait, unlawful 
transportation of a firearm and hunting without 
a license/habitat stamp. 
CPOT Ben Pankey and CPO Michael Goetten 
investigated a 3 deer unlawfully shot in Jersey 
County. Enforcement action was taken for the 
unlawful use of a rifle to take deer, hunting deer 
with the aid of bait, hunting without permits, 
hunting without a license and failure to report 
harvests. A 30-30 rifle was seized. 
CPOT Ben Pankey and CPO Michael Goetten 
investigated a large buck suspected to have 
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Shemane Nugent “Queen of the Forest”

Ted Nugent



YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen 
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. 

Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!

Three Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • BloodThree Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • Blood
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Contact us for Pricing & Scheduling!
Kenny: 309-613-4997 • Harry: 309-360-0487

Email: ken@spotwiz.com

Training Videos • Weddings
Social Events • Commercials
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Our credits include Television Shows on ABC, PBS & Discovery Networks, 
History Channel, HGTV & many feature films. We also produce Adventure 

Sports Outdoors TV for Channel 47 . . . on the air for 23 years!

QUALITY SOUND & VIDEO IS OUR BUSINESS WITH FAST TURNAROUND. 
DVD’S BY BULK AVAILABLE.

been harvested in a restricted area at PMSP. 
During the investigation, they located the 
subject actively hunting the restricted area. The 
subject admitted he unlawfully harvested the 
buck at the same location. He was cited for the 
offenses and the buck was seized. 
MACOUPIN COUNTY 
CPOT Ben Pankey and CPO Michael Goetten 
cited a subject for the unlawful take of a whitetail 
deer and hunting without a valid permit. A 
10-point buck was seized. CPO Lentz issued a 
subject a citation for no fishing license at Terry 
Park Lake. CPO Lentz issued a subject a citation 
for shining of wildlife from a motor vehicle 
outside of Lake Kahoe. 
District 10 – Sgt. William Gilmer (Counties: 
Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard, 
Morgan, Sangamon & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
CPO Wahlbrink discovered a baited tree stand 
and a second baited area prior to archery deer 
season. CPO Wahlbrink monitored the property 
until finally hunters arrived in early November. 
While performing hunting compliance checks at 
their vehicles, he learned who hunts the property. 
During the 2nd firearm season, CPO Wahlbrink 
confronted those suspected for placing the bait 
but was denied a confession. After leading them 
to the bait piles and revealing his evidence, they 
confessed. The bait was removed, the remaining 
holes were covered, and the individuals were cited 
for their offenses. 
CHRISTIAN COUNTY 
While on patrol in Christian Co. CPO Snodgrass 
conducted a compliance check on several 
firearm deer hunters. One hunter was found to 
be Unlawfully deer hunting without firearm 
permits. The subject was issued a citation for the 

violation and a warning for no blaze orange. 
SCOTT COUNTY 
CPO Wichern cited a Georgia landowner for 
placement of deer bait (rye seed) near his deer blind. 
District 11 – Sgt. Dan Greuel (Counties: 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, 
Moultrie & Shelby) 
EDGAR COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt received information regarding a hunter 
who was hunting over bait and placing salt licks on 
property. CPO Hyatt investigated and encountered 
the hunter in question during 2nd firearm season. 
Citation was issued for hunting over bait and salt 
licks removed from property. 
CPO Miller issued 1 warning for no habitat 
stamp. 
SHELBY COUNTY 
CPO Barnes cited a Bourbonnais subject for 
deer hunting over bait. 
CPO Barnes cited a Palatine subject for deer 
hunting over bait. 
CPO Moody cited two Vermont men in rural Shelby 
county for uncased guns in a motor vehicle.
CPO Moody cited a Long Grove man for 
firearm hunting deer over bait in rural Shelby 
county. 
CPO Moody cited a Homewood man for firearm 
hunting deer over bait in rural Shelby County 
CPO Moody encountered two men archery 
hunting out of season during the second firearms 
season on the Corps of Engineers Property. 
The men received citations for failure to wear 
blaze orange during a firearm deer season and 
received written warnings for archery hunting 
during a closed season. 
District 19 – Sgt. John Williamson (Counties: 
Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, 
Macon, McLean, Piatt & Vermilion) 

DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Ausmus checked hunter parking areas 
and found a hunter without a hunting license 
or habitat stamp. CPO Ausmus checked the 
hunter after legal shooting light and found his 
crossbow still had a bolt nocked. The hunter 
was cited for hunting without a license and 
issued warnings for hunting after hours and no 
habitat stamp. 
While on patrol in DeWitt County near Clinton 
Lake, CPOs Sanford and Priest observed four 
individuals fishing a restricted area. As CPOs 
approached, two of the individuals started 
throwing fish back into the water and tried to 
hide their buckets of fish. Another individual 
was reaching down to pick up his bucket when 
he was ordered to stop. CPOs gathered the four 
buckets of fish, two of which were hidden, and 
discovered a total of ten short crappie between 
the four buckets. The legal-size limit for the 
lake was 9 inches. All individuals claimed a 
bucket, each of which contained two or more 
short crappie. All the fish were successfully 
released back into the lake. Each of the 
individuals were issued citations for failure to 

release short fish immediately upon catch and 
enter/ fish a protected, closed area. 
FORD COUNTY 
CPO G. Anderson issued a Paxton resident 2 
citations for aiding a Mississippi hunter in the 
unlawful take of an 8-point buck. The citations 
were for accessory to unlawful take and 
falsification of records. 
IROQUOIS COUNTY 
While on patrol in Iroquois County, CPOs 
Sanford and Longley located an individual 
firearm deer hunting over multiple piles of corn, 
mineral, and other commercial deer baits. The 
individual was issued a citation for unlawful 
hunting whitetail deer by use/aid of bait. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Matt Graden and CPOT Courtney 
Thompson completed an investigation into the 
unlawful take of a whitetail deer. In short, the 
investigation determined, a Lexington, IL, man 
killed a small, whitetail buck while archery 
hunting. The hunter did not take the deer into 
possession, tag the deer, or report his harvest. The 
hunter was issued a citation for failure to report 
his harvest. He was issued written warnings for 

BLUE RIDGEBLUE RIDGE
CUSTOM BOATSCUSTOM BOATS

618-535-5600618-535-5600
BlueRidgeMetal@frontier.comBlueRidgeMetal@frontier.com

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 4:00pm • Saturday 7:00am – 12:00pm
Sunday Closed

Blue Ridge Road, Hardin, IL
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MON-THU: 8AM-10PM • FRI & SAT: 8AM-12MID • SUN: NOON-6PM

SPORTLAND LIQUORS
IN CHRISTOPHER, IL AT HWY 14W

(618) 724-4332

PICK UP A PARTY GIFT BASKET!

* FREE ICE *
WITH BEVERAGE PURCHASE

(Must Have Cooler)

START YOUR REND LAKE VACATION AT: 

LIVE BAIT • WORMS • CRICKETS
COLDEST BEER AROUND!

FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE

CPO Reports . . . continued

Oldest and Most Reliable Lumber, Rental Center and Hardware Company 
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STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM
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309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”
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plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard
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wanton waste of whitetail deer and failure to tag 
a whitetail deer upon harvest. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
While on patrol in Vermilion County, CPO 
Sanford received a complaint of an individual 
observed possibly hunting from the roadway 
near a dedicated nature preserve. The 
complainant provided a license plate number 
and location. CPO investigated the area in 
question and discovered fresh blood and the 
internal organs from a field-dressed whitetail 
deer. The blood and internal organs were located 
within the nature preserve. CPO investigated 
the plate number and discovered the registered 
owner had reported the harvest of a whitetail 
doe prior that evening. CPO made contact with 
the individual at their residence and after a brief 
interview, the individual confessed to shooting 
a doe from the roadway with a crossbow. The 
individual was issued citations for unlawful 
take of whitetail deer, unlawful hunting within 
a dedicated nature preserve, unlawful hunting 
from the roadway, and no valid habitat stamp. 
The harvested doe was seized as evidence and 
donated to a local food pantry. 
South Zone – Acting Captain Eric Manker 
District 13 – Sgt. Eric Manker (Counties: 
Bond, Clinton, Madison, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Randolph, St. Clair & 
Washington) 
BOND COUNTY 
CPO Lentz issued a subject citation for gun 
deer hunting without valid permits, for hunting 
without 400 square inches of blaze orange on, 

for gun deer hunting with a rifle, and for hunting 
deer past the legal hours of hunting. 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias was out during the first firearms 
deer season. He came across three hunters 
coming out of the woods without a deer. During 
the compliance check the first hunter was in full 
legal compliance. The second hunter did not 
have a plug in his shotgun, it held 5 shells in 
the magazine and one in the chamber. The third 
hunter did not have a firearm deer tag had only 
birdshot in his shotgun and told the CPO that he 
was not deer hunting he was squirrel hunting. 
The CPO asked where he was during his alleged 
squirrel hunt in relation to the other hunters. He 
said they were all together. The CPO asked if 
he was indeed squirrel hunting or was he deer 
hunting without a tag. The CPO added how easy 
it would be for the other hunters to hand him a 
slug in case he saw a deer. The hunter stuck to 
his story and told the CPO that he was squirrel 
hunting. The CPO issued the hunter a citation 
for hunting squirrel during a closed season and 
the first hunter for unplugged shotgun. 
MADISON COUNTY 
CPO Liebl was working a State area that 
allows only archery deer hunting, even 
during the firearm deer season. During 
firearm deer season, a hunter was found in 
the archery only area hunting with a firearm. 
This violation, along with violations for not 
having hunting license, habitat stamp and deer 
permit in possession, not wearing the proper 
blaze orange / pink cap and not having a 
valid windshield permit for the area were all 
addressed with citations and warnings. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
CPO Gerdes and CPOT Binsbacher received 
information regarding a subject in Washington 
County who may have killed 6 deer while his 
privilege to purchase licenses and permits was 
suspended due to him being behind on child 
support payments. The officers made contact 
with the hunter at his residence and interviewed 
him regarding his deer harvest over the last two 
years. After some time, the man admitted to 
killing 4 deer and using other people’s permits 
to tag the deer. He also admitted to killing 
two deer and not tagging them at all. After the 
investigation, the hunter was issued 12 citations 
and numerous written warnings for the various 
violations. His bow and two 9-point bucks were 
also seized as evidence. 
District 14 – Sgt. Marc Folden (Counties: 
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jefferson, Perry, Saline & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CPO Williams received photographs from a trail 
camera of two ATVs riding on hunting property. 
The ATVs and subjects were located in the 
area and determined to be juveniles who were 
returned to their residence and parents contacted. 
Written Warnings were issued to each operator. 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
CPO Haggerty and CPOT Waigand were 
patrolling and observed a hunter preparing to 
enter into some woods near a residence. After 
inspection of the proper license and permits, 
another subject nearby also presented a filled 
landowner permit. After questioning the subject, 
it was determined the permits were unlawfully 
obtained by falsifying information for resident 

landowner permits. The subject was issued a 
citation for falsification of information to obtain 
resident landowner permits and failure to tag 
immediately upon kill. The resident landowner 
permits were not valid and seized as evidence. 
 JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Jourdan investigated a hunting accident 
that occurred in Jefferson County. A Mount 
Vernon man was in a vehicle with a loaded 
crossbow. The trigger was touched sending the 
crossbow bolt through the man’s right thigh. The 
man was air lifted to a hospital in St. Louis for 
treatment. There were two other occupants in 
the vehicle that had another uncased crossbow. 
The incident is under investigation. 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO Lewis cited a subject for unlawfully 
bow-hunting at Pyramid State Recreation Area 
during the firearm deer season. 
CPO Lewis arrested a subject at Pyramid State 
Recreation Area for unlawful use of a motor 
vehicle to take deer. The hunter was driving 
around the property looking for a deer. He was 
observed shooting driving through a field and 
shooting at deer with a shotgun. 
District 15 – Sgt. Timothy Buhnerkempe 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 
Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 
Marion Richland, Wabash & Wayne) 
CLAY COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt issued a warning to an individual 
for not having a habitat stamp while out deer 
hunting. 
CPO Smith issued a citation to a deer hunter 
who was carrying a loaded firearm well after 
shooting hours. 
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CRAWFORD COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt issued a citation for a woman for 
not calling in her deer to confirm her harvest. 
CPO Willand was on patrol when he observed 
an untagged buck in the bed of a pickup truck. 
Upon investigation it was found the registered 
owner of the truck did not have a valid hunting 
license. CPO Willand waited and observed 
a male individual to come to the truck. CPO 
Willand spoke with the individual and found 
he was the one who harvested the buck. The 
male individual stated he was hunting with 
another individual. The second male individual 
was advised to come back to the truck. It was 
discovered one individual had no valid hunting 
license and the other to have unlawfully hunted 
without valid permits after he failed to initially 
tag the buck found in the bed of the truck. One 
citation was issued to each individual and one 
written warning was issued. 
EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
CPO Smith was patrolling rural Effingham 
County and observed a pickup truck sitting on 
private property south of N 1000th Road. CPO 
Smith checked the license plate and noted it 
was registered to a female. CPO Smith checked 
the address and found another person assigned 
to it. That person had some firearm permits and 
muzzle loader permits assigned to him. CPO 
Smith did not see any firearm or archery case 
in the vehicle. CPO Smith waited over an hour 
and decided to check the wooded area south 
of the truck. CPO Smith observed a piece of 
blaze orange around 1/2 mile into the wooded 
area along a farm field. CPO Smith walked into 
the area and found the person. The person was 
holding a muzzle loader in his hands sitting in a 

tree stand. When CPO Smith asked the person 
about his FOID card, the person said it was in 
there; pointing to the hunting license and deer 
permit pile. CPO Smith asked the person if he 
had ever had a FOID card. He said he submitted 
application 6 months ago. CPO Smith checked 
the person’s criminal history and discovered he 
was a convicted felon. CPO Smith issued him a 
citation and released him with mandatory court 
date due to the jail being closed due to COVID. 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
While on patrol CPO Roper observed a vehicle 
parked next to a wooded area during firearm 
deer season. CPO Roper conducted a hunting 
compliance check on the vehicle owner as he 
exited the field. CPO Roper discovered the 
individual was in possession of fraudulently 
obtained landowner permits. CPO Roper issued 
the individual a citation for Falsification- 
provide false information to provide permits. 
CPO Roper issued the individual 4 written 
warnings as well. 
JASPER COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt helped investigate a trespass to 
hunt complaint that resulted in 9 citations and 
4 warnings being issued and 3 bucks being 
seized by CPO Taylor, CPOT Engledow, and 
CPO Willand. 
CPO Willand along with CPO Taylor and 
CPOT Engledow responded to a previous 
complaint of hunting without permission on 
12/03. Upon locating the individuals on 12/4 it 
was discovered multiple individuals were out 
hunting the previous evening and three white 
tail deer were unlawfully harvested and tagged 
with permits not belonging to the hunters. 
CPO Willand spoke with one individual who 

through the course of the investigation was 
found to have hunted with no valid firearm 
permits, hunted without permission, unlawfully 
harvested a 12 point buck upon the land of 
another and then used a permit not belonging 
to him to falsely tag the harvested deer. CPO 
Willand issued the individual 4 citations and 2 
written warnings and seized the 12 point buck. 
CPO Taylor CPOT Engledow received 
information of hunting without permission 
complaint. We went to their residence and 
found the individuals were using other 
people’s landowner permits and had harvested 
3 deer with those permits. After interviewing 
it was determined that one hunter killed 2 
deer and unlawfully used another’s landowner 
permits. Another individual used another’s 
landowner permit to kill a 12-point buck. It 
was discovered that the second hunter who 
harvested the 12-point buck had no firearm 
deer permits. The 3 deer were seized and one 
hunter was issued 5 citations and multiple 
warnings and the other individual received 4 
citations and multiple warnings. 
MARION COUNTY 
CPO Smith issued two citations for allowing 
youth deer hunters to hunt with invalid firearm 
deer permits. CPO Smith issued a citation to 
a hunter who was hunting in Marion County 
with an Effingham County permit. CPO Smith 
issued a citation to a deer hunter for failing to 
tag his deer immediately upon kill. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Skelton interviewed a subject about the 
harvest of a 10-point buck. It was found the 
hunter had taken the deer in Wayne County, but 
recorded it as a Hamilton County harvest with a 

Hamilton County tag. CPO Skelton Seized the 
deer, and appropriate citations were issued. 
District 16 – Sgt. Kris Taylor (Counties: 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, Pope, 
Pulaski, Union & Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Somers cited multiple individuals for 
hunting without permission, no FOID, no 
hunting license, hunting without permits, 
failure to tag immediately, no blaze and hunting 
by the aid of bait. 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Wilkinson issued 10 citations total and 
4 written warnings. Two citations were issued 
for hunting without permission, 1 citation 
was issued for hunting by the use/aid of corn, 
4 citations were issued for hunting without a 
license and without valid permits, 1 citation was 
issued for unlawful take of whitetail buck, 1 
citation was issued for unlawful use of another’s 
permit to report a harvest, and 1 citation was 
issued for failure to wear blaze orange during 
the firearm season. 4 written warnings were 
issued for various permit violations and hunting 
near deer mineral. 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
CPO Teas and CPO Johnson investigated a 
trespass complaint received in Williamson 
County the day before second firearm season. 
The following day, the hunters were located and 
three subjects were cited for hunting without 
permission. While speaking with the hunters at 
the camp, it was discovered one of the hunters 
had killed a deer first season but never checked 
it in. The hunter was cited for the offense.
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HOW LOOSE IS TOO LOOSE?
 Some questions are not easy to 
answer, and some answers are not easy 
to understand, especially if the context 
can change or the specimen is different 
from an average example that might 
have been used to formulate an answer. 
If we examine loose doors, the main 
entry door of a house being loose might 
only need a replacement of the weather-
stripping sealer to fill the gap, if the old 
seal has been made stiff from age and 
remains collapsed instead of pliable and 
springy as when new. This might not 
be a suitable fix for a loose door on a 
vehicle that would instead require reset 
of the locking mechanism latch pin 
and/or hinges to counteract the droop 
and slack caused by wear. The actual 
adjustment distance (or wear gap, as 
measured) would be different for a long 

most often seen 
with slack in the 
lockup due to wear, 
with the continued 
and continual use 
having added to 
the wiggle that 
develops faster as 
use accumulates. 
Such conditions 
can reach a point 
of blowing open 
the breech during 
firing and spew hot 
gas and metal from 
shell rupture to add to the adventure. 
Anyone in the vicinity when this occurs 
will be suspiciously eyeing the shooter 
that has brought potential danger close 
at hand, so don’t be that guy might be 
the advice at this time.
 Lack of secure locking carries the 
potential for danger, though it seems 
that plenty of shooting with older 
and worn guns continues even when 
it is perfectly obvious that there is 
significant play in the mechanism. Even 
when the condition resists popping 
open, the variable positioning of the 
barrel to the rest of the mechanism can 
alter the impact point of the firing pin, 

door on a 2-door full-size than to a short 
door on a 4-door compact vehicle, since 
the long door is heavier and can wear 
the hinges faster through use, or appear 
to wear faster since it has half again the 
length to show drooping (1/4” for a 35” 
door is 3/8” on a 53” door). 
 Hinge mechanisms all have the 
expectation of wear over use, with the 
construction normally being meant to 
allow long life with minimal service 
beyond lubrication. The choice of 
materials and size for robustness under 
load also play a part in the life cycle. 
The load level along with fit quality 
becomes part of the equation for how 
much operation will occur before slack 
affects the fit necessary for function. 
Hinged mechanisms like single shot 
and double shotguns are the specimens 

as one example, and creating misfires 
is a definite possibility. If the barrel can 
droop more than 1/32” it has displaced 
the impact point on the primer by the 
same amount. If the barrel has a gap at 
the breech face of .016” (1/64”) then it 
has made the firing pin impact distance 
either that much farther, or when the 
shell is back to the breech face, then that 
is how much forward distance the shell 
must be shoved to seat the rim and allow 
the firing pin to dent the primer. There is 
only just so much force available from 
hammer fall, so what happens when 
too much force is used just to seat the 
shell = misfire. Add the loss of impact 

Picture 1



to the displacement of location and 
see the lack of reliability looming over 
the horizon. Add in a spring loaded 
extractor holding the shell away from 
the rim seat and misfire chances have 
grown, much like trying to bash open 
a door with a pogo stick instead of a 
battering ram – you need solid impact 
to do the job reliably.
 This set of views showing the droop 
and lift of a loose barrel uses 2 red lines 
to better indicate the change in position 
from low to high, the indicator needle 
seen had a measurement of about .043” 
indicated on the dial (not shown), so 
definitely above 1/32” difference. (see 
picture 1)

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
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1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
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(217) 774-9591

 This is a composite of two views 
so closely matched along the divide 
that the lettering in the split still aligns, 
though the area to note is the gap at the 
barrel/breech face conjunction, with the 
gap noted in the lower part by the arrow. 
One view has the frame held up, the 
other with it drooping, so the apparent 
gap can be seen by the time it reaches 
this level. (see picture 2)
 This view has 2 images merged in 
the left half, showing the gap present 
in the top section and a feeler thickness 
measuring blade slid into the gap in an 
image spliced to the upper view, with 
the blade at the blue bracket. The right 
half of this image is with a full width 
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view of the feeler in the barrel gap, with 
this blade of .016” thickness able to 
slide down to most of the blade height 
shown between the breech surfaces 
meant to touch. (see picture 3)
 Taking a measurement correctly like 
this example should have the measuring 
blade span the entire width of the barrel 
end. When measuring on a double side-
by-side, some versions have a central 
tab extending between the 2 barrels 
and do not leave room for a blade to 
span both barrels simultaneously, so in 
those cases a pair of blades of similar 
measure must be used to get a precise 
number. If only measuring from one 
side, the barrel set can be tight at the 
far corner to the breech face and have 

a larger gap reading at the open corner, 
but will not be an average as what the 
gunsmith might need to use for making 
an estimate of the repair.
 Since doubles can have barrel angle 
changes when shifting in the slack zone, 
an offset of the firing pin can go left, 
right, and down in relation to the center 
of the primer. Such variance is added 
to the lack of precision centering of 
primers that shells have been seen to 
have as more common than in years 
past. The likelihood of ignition is 
purely a chance encounter with a primer 
offset to the side the slack moved to 
have a better hit or culminates with an 
inadequate or mis-located dent and lack 
of firing.

Picture 2

Picture 3



 “Nice cast, brother. That’s going 
to play out nicely,” whispers my 
guide.  “Wait … wait … wait …” I 
jerked up and held the line tight. Not 
many feelings compare to below 
surface gyrations that vibrate into your 
hands. “Hooked him,” I professed. A 
wrestling match ensued that ended 
in an ear-to-ear grin. Netting my first 
Colorado trout with childlike avarice 
is a feeling no boy forgets, at any age. 
 
Alpine Apprehensions 
 The mention of an Aspen trout 
fishing adventure can intimidate 
even the avid fly fisherman. There 
are expectations placed on you by 
your fly circle of friends. Once you 
commit, your wallets will develop 
anorexia, and the land and waterways 
present their own demands and 
respects. While many anglers choose 
to study maps and grab the local fly 
shop tips before wading, others like 
myself like the comfort of guided 
companionship when entering new 
territory. Especially on a float trip.   
 There are several “Gold Medal 
Rivers” in and around the Aspen area. 
To qualify for that status, the water 
must produce twelve quality trout per 
acre with a length exceeding fourteen 
inches. The section must produce 
sixty pounds of standing stock; those 
living organisms like plant life, micro 
invertebrates, and fish. There must also 
be ample public access. No wonder 
Glenwood Springs is known as the “#1 
Flyfishing Town in America.”
 Regardless of the moniker, I had 
been trying to visit my daughter, 
working as a ski instructor and 
waitress in the area, since March of 
2019. In 2020, the Covid pandemic 
exploded in the national news when a 
group of Aussies came up sick in town 
over spring break, and “quarantine” 

became an everyday terminology 
muttered across America. A week 
before my liftoff, Aspen shut down, 
and the fishing, skiing, and tourism 
industries became devasted overnight. 
When your twenty-two-year-old calls 
to say she lost both jobs in a week, 
you scramble to recover your travel 
booking deposits. A year later, still, I 
found my window of opportunity to 
get there while she decided to come 
home and escape the insanity of 
paranoia, mask mandates, and high 
cost of living. 

Doc’s Raft-side Manners 
 Peter Golden has been guiding 
for over twenty years and currently 
works for Aspen Trout Guides as an 
independent contractor. Owner Scott 
Nichols is who I initially contacted 
before turning me over to the “Doc.” 
What I appreciated about my initial 
conversations with these gentlemen 
was the attention directed to my 
proposed adventure, experience level, 
time allotment, and dates. Nothing 
to hard sell or squeeze me into on 
the calendar. Just matching me with 
the right guide and including me in 
group correspondence, so nothing fell 
through the cracks.  
 I have flyfished enough times to 
get myself in trouble. As an educator, 
I understand the value of humility, 
asking questions, and listening, since 
learning is a life-long endeavor, and 
the goal should always be to pass it 
on. I came at Mr. Golden from the 
premise that I know nothing, so 
teach me everything I should know 
in relative, kid-smart increments. 
He answered appropriately, “More 
importantly, we’re going to have fun.” 
 Peter has the patience necessary 
to be an excellent guide and teacher. If 
fast tying knots and rigging isn’t quite 

A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY
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in your wheelhouse yet, practice that 
stuff over cigars and bourbon with a 
friend. Let your guide do it while you 
ogle the majesty of God’s handiwork 
and try not to fall out of the float boat. 
 “I get there’s a plethora of 
information I’m throwing at you. 
Everything I say might be voluntary, but 
my reactions to the water have become 
involuntary over the years. Don’t worry 
about mastering anything. Just attempt 
to mimic my offerings, and with enough 
repetitions, it’ll sink in. You’ll begin to 
feel what I’m saying.”  
 As a lover of the wild and writer 
looking to pen something of value, 
I often wonder if my trips produce 
something worth reading, and this 
often gets in the way of my staying 
‘in the moment.’ What Peter heard 
me say was, “I need a break from life 
where no one can interrupt me.”  
 “Too many folks overthink 
flyfishing, so I’ll reduce it to this,” 
assures Golden. “I call what we’re 
doing science-based hunting for fish, 
instead of a removed spin casting 
from the shore. We study a hatch 
chart, creep into the river, look for 
rising fish, present a natural-looking 
fly that corresponds with the hatch 
for this time of year, and then let it 
drift. You’ll get lucky. You’ll lose a 
few bites. And if your mindset is to 
improve, you’ll take some notes off 
the day and conditions and compare 
those with some folks you trust. A few 
years will blink by, and soon you’ll 
be mentoring someone else. Don’t be 
hard on yourself. Just go do it.”   

The Roaring Fork River
 A Colorado River float trip was set 
for Friday morning, but with winds of 

twenty-five to thirty miles an hour and 
gusts reaching fifty, “Plan B” kept us 
closer to Aspen. We decided to wade 
on the famous Roaring Fork, one of 
the last freestone rivers in the state. 
The headwaters start on Independence 
Pass at 12,000 feet of elevation 
and end seventy miles later with its 
confluence of the Colorado River in 
Glenwood Springs at 5,800 feet. 
 You can access the river from the 
Rio Grande Trail, which runs along 
the north side of the Fork. And while 
rainbows and wild brookies are to be 
gotten upstream, further downstream 
rainbows, browns, and mountain 
whitefish will be after your fly. Carving 
its way through the Maroon Formation, 
you’ll enjoy the river views of red 
sandstones, evergreen pines, and firs 
that line the picturesque canyon. 
 Peter liked a catch and release 
stretch just above Upper Woody 
Creek Bridge. A good guide will offer 
some ecology lessons along the way, 
and overturning a few small boulders 
revealed numerous crustaceans, 
small case caddis, free-swimming 
caddis larvae, and even some stonefly 
nymphs. All the stuff one yawns about 



in biology class suddenly become 
palatable, even necessary in our 
understandings of nature. 
 As for nymph fishing, Golden 
likes Temple Fork Outfitters Pro Series 
II 5-weight rods and RIO forward 
floating line with RIO fluorocarbon 
leader and tippet. The morning hatch 
consisted of midges, baetis mayflies, 
and caddis, so we tied up a variation of 
nymph presentations; prince, pheasant 
tail, RS2 baetis and emerging caddis 
larvae, all in a #16-20 size selection.
 It wasn’t long till I realized my 
nirvana. Using simple roll casting 
techniques, I dropped lines in over rock 
structures, catching oxygenated riffles 
and transitions before letting each drift 
play out. A traditional straight-line back 
cast worked fine when overhanging 
limbs weren’t an issue. 
 Rainbows seemed to be the 
dummies of the day and smaller than 
anticipated, considering the trophy hype. 
If the sights and sounds of a babbling 
stream distracted me at all from catching 
more trout or forgetting my Losartan, 
I considered nature’s blood pressure 
medicine an equal trade out.  
 Exhausting the area by late 

afternoon, the idea was to hit the 
Frying Pan River down the road 
another seventeen miles. And as 
you’d guess, a customary inquiry with 
a local buddy changed our plans yet 
again, scrambling to hit a honey hole 
before dusk under another suspension 
bridge around Old Snowmass Road. 
Slow but steady, rambling currents 
breaking over and around various 
protrusions regathered into a nice, 
deep pool. Despite a creeping wind, 
success was achieved with a bit of 
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patience and some rigid casting along 
the foam and cutlines. 
 This stretch had a two trout 
limit with a minimum size of sixteen 
inches. Golden said the average 
trout were running around twelve 
inches and a pound in weight. Better 
specimens ran sixteen to eighteen 
inches and hit five pounds. 

The Colorado River
 On day two, our adventure started 
at Two Rivers Park in Glenwood 

Springs, where a ferocious hatch of 
baetis mayflies swarmed our eleven 
o’clock launch, a spectacle for every 
outfitter with similar intentions that 
day. Another Gold Medal River, its 
rapids powered us through the rugged 
Rocky Mountains, surrounded by the 
vast White River National Forest. 
Four hours floated us to the South 
Canyon Boat Ramp.
 Dry fly fishing called for TFO NXT 
series rods and reels in a 3-4 weight 
rod and line combo. Double-tapered 
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lines are great for fly presentation, 
and we utilized elk hair caddis, 
western coachman (representing 
adult caddisflies), and blue-winged 
olives or BWO’s (mimicking a baetis 
mayfly). Size selection #16-18.  
 We had our highlighted moments 
for sure. The fights were decent; I 
landed a half dozen rainbows and 
several cutbow trout with an equal 
escape rate. Cutbow is a cutthroat-
rainbow trout mix and can be 
distinguished from ‘bows’ by the 
slash mark on their gill plate with 
larger and spaced spots like ‘cuts.’ 
While we didn’t land one, we did see 
brown trout there.
 Several nice cutbows were hooked 
in the circling vortex foam at a spot 
known as Kayak Park. This artificial 
structure is popular with kayakers 
and standup paddleboarders, and with 
every bridge, you stand a chance of 
heightened trout action.  
 Despite a sparse caddis hatch 
that afternoon, the latter half was 
interrupted by intermittent gales, 
up to forty miles an hour, that could 

dishearten the heartiest fisherman. I 
had to switch it up a little, using more 
of what Doc calls a “kite cast.” Letting 
the wind pick up the fly line, I’d then 
use an improvised roll cast and some 
force to angle a presentation along the 
eddy lines, between the current and 
dead water paralleling the river’s edge. 
 While the whole river stretch is fly/
lure only, portions are catch and release, 
and others allow a two trout limit with 
a minimum size of sixteen inches. 
Smaller to average trout run fourteen 
to fifteen inches and two pounds. Big 
boys can get into the twenty to twenty-
four-inch range and bulk out at five to 
seven pounds. Two of my cutbows hit 
that eighteen to twenty inch and four to 
five-pound marks. 

Quitting Time
 The Glenwood Hot Springs 
Resort hosts the world’s largest 
mineral springs pool. Since 1888, 
the thermal spring water containing 
fifteen minerals at 122 degrees has 
been drawing visitors like the Doc 
and me worldwide. The nomadic Ute 
tribe were the earliest known people 
to take in the healing waters they 

Scott Cummings is an avid sportsman, 
educator, and nationally published 

freelance outdoors writer and 
photographer. National Wild Turkey 

Federation and Wildlife Forever 
named him their 2013, 

2014 Conservation Educator of the Year 
for his work in and out of the classroom. 

A Golden Opportunity . . . cont.

called “Yampah” or “Big Medicine.” 
An hour there, followed by a hot 
pizza, and your night is over. 
 As for lodging, there are forest 
service campgrounds and private 
campgrounds along Hwy 82 and 
numerous motels, B&B’s, and condos 
in Basalt, Carbondale, Glenwood 
Springs, and Aspen. Book ahead for 
deals as prices fluctuate with vacancy 
and seasonal activities. 
 Finally, I think it is fair to 
encourage a day in Aspen itself. I 
stayed five minutes outside town at 
the Inn at Aspen. During late March 

the elk migrate down the mountains to 
calve and hang out behind Buttermilk 
and Snowmass resorts. Aspen has a 
free public transportation system to 
get you around and there are plenty of 
great places to eat. Mi Chola has the 
best chicken burrito I’ve ever tasted, 
hands down. The shops are chic, the 
town is photogenic, and the vibe is 
chill. While cash is accepted, I suggest 
a credit card. Or two.  

Contact:
Aspen Trout Guides - 970-379-7963

Tall Timbers MarinaTall Timbers Marina
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most unique marinas on the Illinois most unique marinas on the Illinois 

River boasting large decks and a screen River boasting large decks and a screen 
porch where you can relax and enjoy the porch where you can relax and enjoy the 

sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  
The Marina features 40 slips for boats up The Marina features 40 slips for boats up 

to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no 
ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have 

transient slips available for boats up to transient slips available for boats up to 
40’ for those just passing through.40’ for those just passing through.

Come Party on the Water!Come Party on the Water!
Enjoy 12 Craft Beers Pizza, Enjoy 12 Craft Beers Pizza, 
Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!

Colorado River Cutbows are both 
common and husky.

Late March means elk migration around Aspen.
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LYME IN THE TIME OF COVID: 
A REMINDER 
TO HEED THE 
“NORMAL” 
RISKS THIS 
SEASON
 When the pandemic closures began 
in March 2020, non-essential places 
and outdoor recreational areas were 
shuttered to prevent the spread of a 
poorly understood, and deadly virus. 
Hiking trails, nearby parking areas and 
park entrances all closed. Since then, we 
have learned a lot about how the virus 
that causes COVID-19 behaves. We now 
know that being outdoors in large open 
spaces is low risk, especially if you are 
fully vaccinated.
 The importance of time spent 

By Bill Graham

Photo by Chris Lutke

Figure 1: County-presence of ticks of medical 
significance in Illinois. From top left to 

bottom right American dog tick (Dermacentor 
variabilis), blacklegged tick (Ixodes scapularis), 
Lone star tick (Amblyomma americanum), and 

Gulf Coast tick (Amblyomma maculatum). 
Map credit: I-TICK



www.ranchosafari.com

To view more of Rancho Safari’s 
products, see our website.

MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR FREE 
GIFT & DISCOUNT WITH PURCHASE!

• jerry@ranchosafari.com •

USA MADE

EMAIL FOR CATALOG

02
05

20

MudBuddy Panel Blind
4’6” x 18’

CHOOSE YOUR CUSTOM COLOR
EMAIL US FOR CUSTOM ORDERS

MANUFACTURERS OF
• SHAGGIE GILLIE  • MUD BUDDY  

• BLINDS • BOAT COVERS

outdoors to our physical and mental wellbeing was 
never before so apparent. In the past year, research 
echoed that we need exposure to nature to feel happy, 
calm, and frankly, human. Studies on adolescents found 
that outdoor play and exposure to green spaces during 
the pandemic were associated with better mental health 
(Jackson et al. 2021) and physical activity protected 
against negative mental health impacts (Wright et al. 
2021). Outdoor activity organizations and experts were 
compelled to issue recommendations to keep these 
spaces open, arguing that physical activity and green 
spaces may even protect against health conditions such 
as heart disease that increase the likelihood of worse 
outcomes from COVID infection (Slater et al. 2020).
 During 2020 we saw how barriers to medical care 
resulting from the pandemic led to delays in diagnosis 
of more “typical” illnesses, such as tick-borne diseases 
(Novak 2021). While it would make sense that 
diagnoses would be faster given a heighten sensitivity 
and awareness of flu-like symptoms, the reliance on 
telemedicine may have prevented adequate triaging of 
and examination of patients. One case report described 
a man presenting with symptoms that initially appeared 
to be a COVID infection (Novak 2021). Lacking a rash 
at the time, he was not assessed for Lyme disease after 
a negative COVID test. As a rash and more symptoms, 
such as blurred vision and meningitis, finally developed 
he tested positive for Lyme disease. This man’s delayed 
diagnosis led to significant neurologic symptoms that 
thankfully subsided, but only after months.

Where the Wild Ticks Are
 As we enter our second warm season alongside 
COVID, remember that time in nature can be our 
medicine, but to also prepare for “normal” risks. Here 
in Illinois, a growing threat to humans and our furry 
adventure companions lurking along those greening trails 
are several types of ticks (Figure 1) (Gilliam et al. 2020); 
all of which may transmit various diseases to you or a pet.
 Despite the old adage to “wear a hat to keep away 
ticks,” ticks do not fall from the trees. They either 
crawl up from the leaf litter or are waiting on knee-high 
vegetation to latch onto their next meal as it passes by. 
Ticks need blood to grow to their next life stage. After 
feeding they will drop to the ground to digest and grow 
into their next life stage. (Figure 3).
 There are three main ticks of medical importance in 
Illinois (Figure 3) and a new tick is quickly establishing 
in several counties (Figure 2). Each tick is unique in the 
sense that its stages are active at different times of the 
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year, in different habitats and each can carry different 
diseases (Table 1). The best defense is a good offense. 
Get to know your ticks and then make a plan to prevent 
bites this season.

How to Avoid Tick Bites:
1. Prepare
•  Choose clothing friendly repellent-products with 0.5 

percent permethrin. 
Applying this odorless, 
stainless spray to fabric 
(including shoes) 
provides a highly 
effective tick-barrier 
for up to 4 weeks (even 
with launderings).

•  Treat exposed 
skin with an EPA-
approved repellent, 
ideally containing 
20-30 percent DEET, 
picaridin, or LipoDEET 
lotion. Find a repellent 
that is right for you and 
your family at the EPA’s 
repellent finder: https://

In the heart of historic Menard County, IL, 
RiverBank Lodge offers a unique and

 memorable lodging experience. Located 
on the southern edge of Petersburg, 

Illinois, on the banks of the Sangamon 
River. We are very close to Abraham 

Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic Site, 
as well as the Jim Edgar Panther Creek 

State Fish & Wildlife Preserve.
24 Guest Rooms, Lounge and Great Pizza!

RiverBank Lodge
522 S. 6th St. • Petersburg, IL

866.459.3040 • 217.632.0202
www.riverbanklodge.com

Lyme in The Time of COVID . . . continued

Figure 2: The new tick in town. The Gulf Coast tick is 
invading from the south. Documentation of its occurrence 
in Illinois start after 2008 (Gillman et al. 2019; Philips et al. 
2020). This tick can be infected with a bacteria (Rickettsia 
parkeri), that causes a disease similar to Rocky Mountain 

Spotted Fever (Paddock 2004). It looks similar to the 
American dog tick, but has needle-like mouthparts, and a 

more angular pattern on its back.

Figure 3: The three most commonly encountered ticks in 
Illinois shown to scale. Adult-stage ticks are roughly the 

size of a sesame seed. Nymphs closely resemble a poppy 
seed. Larvae, even smaller, will generally come in groups. 

Image credit: CDC

Table 1. A brief guide to the most commonly encountered ticks 
of Illinois including their seasonality, habitat and commonly 
vectored pathogens. *Rarely encountered by humans in this 
life stage. They feed almost exclusively on small to medium-
sized wildlife species such as mice, voles, raccoons, skunks, 

etc. Here is a quick guide to avoiding tick bites.



www.epa.gov/insect-repellents/find-
repellent-right-you

•  Pets need protection, too! Ask your 
veterinarian about an effective tick bite 
preventative and use it all year long.

•  Keep a sealable container and pair of 
fine-tipped tweezers on hand for any 
ticks that may have gotten past your 
initial defenses. For tiny larvae? Keep a 
lint roller on hand.

•  Download the TickApp, a free 
smartphone app that allows you to send 
a photograph of your tick to scientists 
who will identify it and provide relevant 
information to you – for free.

2. Check
•  Make it habit. Conduct a tick-check after 

venturing off a trail, before getting back in 
the car, and when you’ve returned home.

•  Throw clothes into a dryer on high for 
10-15 minutes BEFORE washing. The 
dry heat will kill loose ticks.

•  Showering soon after getting back helps 
dislodge or spot ticks hiding in hard to 
see places, such as armpits, groin, neck, 
behind knees and ears, or at the hairline 
(particularly on children).

•  Check your pets, too! Pay attention to 
bellies, face, paws and tail.

You Found a Tick! Now What??
• Don’t panic.
•  Do not apply oils or substances to 

“suffocate” the tick before removal. 
This causes it to regurgitate saliva (and 
potentially germs) into the skin.

•  Use your pointy tweezers to gently, but 
firmly, grasp the tick as close to the skin 
as possible, and pull slowly straight up. 
Place the tick in a sealable container, 
label it with the date and location where 
you think you picked it up and put it in 
the freezer in case you need it for testing 
or confirmation of tick species.

•  Wash the bite site with soap and water, 
monitor for any rashes and flu-like 
symptoms. Consult your doctor if you’re 
concerned.

•  Report your tick to TickApp, and 
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visit https://vetmed.illinois.edu/i-tick/ for 
more information about ticks, and to 
participate in the I-TICK statewide 
monitoring program.

Happy (and healthy) trails!
For more information:

I-TICK program
https://vetmed.illinois.edu/i-tick/ 

CDC Tick page https://www.cdc.gov/ticks 
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to be weary of.  One word or warning, if 
you get sea sick you may want to pick up 
some Dramamine or other deterrent.  
 My interest in fishing these large 
bodies of water started when I was a 
younger lad living in, of all places, 
the Great Lakes State.  I was at a point 
where I realized I wouldn’t be young 
and mostly not responsible for much 
other than my own wellbeing.  This led 
me to uncovering new adventures that I 
would have otherwise missed.  
 I met a captain one evening at a 
blackjack table where the conversation 
ended up leading me to booking 
a charter on Lake Huron later that 
Summer.  It was a bit of motley crew 
with myself, a co-worker, my wife’s 
cousin, and her nephew all heading 
North to try our luck on Lake Huron, 
named for its early inhabitants.  Hotels 
were slim pickings in the area and 
we didn’t plan particularly far ahead.  
Driving around until we saw a “vacancy 
sign”, we ended up in a single wide 
trailer literally parked on the shore of 
the lake.  Opening the windows, we 
both fell asleep and woke up to the 
waves lapping in the sand.  
 Arriving at the trailer after dark 
and leaving before light didn’t allow 

for any spectacular views other than the 
ones my imagination was conjuring up.  
Stopping at a quick stop for drinks and 
snacks for the day we arrived on time 
at the marina where my co-worker had 
just slept in his truck for convenience 
sake.  I guess that’s one way to make 
sure you’re not late.  The captain was 
happy to see us and I learned the duties 
of a first mate.  I was amazed at the two 
prepped the boat, gear, and cooler in 
methodical fashion as they likely had 
a hundred times.  The sunrise over the 
water was magnificent.  
 I got my first experience with down 
riggers and planar boards that morning.  
Also, trolling was a new experience and 
I was impressed with how many poles 

 For your next fishing adventure 
consider going big!  I’m not talking about 
upsizing your baits, I’m referring to the 
body of water.  So large that some would 
even consider them “Great”!  Yes, hit 
up one or more of our national treasures 
referred to as the Great Lakes!  If you’ve 
never been on an inland body of water 
that you can’t see both sides of lake, 
you’re in for a treat.  Best part, no sharks 

GO BIG!
By Shawn Stafford - Owner, 
Hunting Fit
www.Huntingfit.com

we were able to set out from the stern 
without a tangle.  Understanding when 
a fish was on was a trick as it always 
looked like the pole was fighting 
something.  However, the excitement 
in which our captain notified us and 
ran to the pole was indication enough 
for me.  Looking back I wish I would 
have had a video camera because this 
guy worked hard for those fish.  Nearly 
going overboard and one point dashing 
towards a doubled over pole screaming 
“fish on”!  For the first time in my life 
it was a struggle to real in a fish.  After 
letting out several hundred yards of 
line, hooking a solid fish, and cranking 

Sunrise on a Great Lake is hard to beat.
Hooking into a 10 plus pound fish, several 

hundred yards out is quite the arduous 
task!  An effort that is well welcomed!
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for what seemed like hours, each fish 
was a trophy earned.   
 The coordination between the 
first mate and captain was a site to see.  
Neither one slowing down or taking 
much of a break.  Between driving the 
boat, switching baits, adjusting depths, 
watching the fish finder, looking for lost 
down riggers, netting fish, etc the work 
was consistent for the duration of the trip. 
Another learning experience for me was 
the difference between a salmon and lake 
trout. In this case, I’m not talking about 
the looks or taste.  It’s the difference in 
the fight between these two that leads 
you to understand why salmon is so 
highly sought after as a game fish.  We 
enjoyed reeling in lakers throughout the 
day and the bonus walleye, but when I 
hooked into our one salmon it was game 
on.  Everyone, especially me since I was 
manning the rod, realized this was a 
different ball game altogether.  Zipping 
side to side, diving deep, coming to the 
boat only to go on another run the salmon 
was definitely a worthy adversary.  While 
I have been back out on the big water since 
this story took place, I’m yet to capitalize 
on another salmon which has me looking 
to this year for another chance.  
 As the early morning turned to 
mid-day the captain was on the radio 

with other captains trying to get the low 
down on where the fish were.  Get a 
hot time we motored to a new location 
and finished off our limit for the day.  
Heading back towards the marina the 
group was all smiles.  This was a first for 
most of us and the crew were a happy 
lively bunch.  After transferring the fish 
to individual cooler and washing down 
the boat we had one more stop on the 
agenda.  The captain led us to a local 
shop where our fish were cleaned with 
a proficiency I had never seen before or 
been able to replicate.  
 This first trip inspired me to return 
to the Great Lakes, only this time a 
little further West.  Lake Michigan did 
not disappoint either.  I also recently 

started working with a guy who loves 
hitting up the walleye on Lake Erie so I 
have that trip in my sights short term.  I 
think a trip to the UP of Michigan Lake 
Superior is on my 5 year plan.  I haven’t 
really put Lake Ontario on my radar 
yet, but certainly wouldn’t pass up an 
opportunity should it present itself.  
 This year, get out of your usual 
routine and look to expand your horizons 
by hitting up the largest group of fresh 
water lakes on Earth (wikipedia.org).  

If you’re like me and don’t have the 
right equipment to get out on such large 
expanses there are plenty of captains and 
charters out there for you to choose from.  
The costs are reasonable, especially 
when you grab a group of friends to 
divvy up the expenses with.  Two things 
to remember, it will likely be colder on 
the water so dress appropriately and 
don’t forget the sunscreen.  Good luck 
and make it happen!

The trophy of the trip!  Salmon put up a 
significant fight that is worthy of the effort 

to get out on the big water.

Lake trout turned out to the the prevalent 
catch for the day and provided some great 

memories for the entire group

When it was all said and done it was a 
significant haul for the group.  Coupled with 
many first-time experiences, this trip really 
initiated my interest in Great Lakes fishing!
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IMAGINE . . .

up on you back in there and pick a 
fight or they will run, you never really 
know. I have stopped a full charge 
several times, while if a whole sounder 
is scared and coming at you it’s not a 
charge it’s a stampede. Try 30 at once 
that sent my request for a Henry 45-
70 rifle. A 22 magnum is all you can 
use as my state, in its infinite Liberel 
wisdom, does not allow the carry of 
centerfire rifles and pistols or buckshot 
and slugs during a small game season.
During the Summer the hogs are 
generally safe and breed like roaches.
 Since most Southern Squirrel 
hunters use a Shotgun it’s always #6 
shot which doesn’t kill like it should, 
as #4s gets the job done with one shot 
from any shotgun including a 410. The 
range is going to be 25 to 30 yards, 
which is maximum for the 410 but 
nothing wrong with high brass shells 
in 20 or 12 gage, Three inch shells are 
not required except in the 410.
 My Rent A Kid Connor Young 
is an excellent example of a 
disciplined Squirrel Hunter. His 
first time out he used my Yildiz 410 
Double and never missed. He wants 
to go on a rifle hunt so maybe we 
will get lucky and not get “Eat Up by 

Culture and especially dinner. If 
you’re a millennial young hunter, and 
ask your older partner what scope and 
ammo He’s running, you’re going 
to get the question, “You ain’t from 
around here are you?” Above all do not 
make disparaging remarks about his 
Squirrel Dog or the Squirrel Hunt will 
turn into a Gator Hunt with you as bait.
 Now we have that out of the way, 
we want to look at firearms. I use a 
22 Long Rifle unless I’m going to 
Dewey Wills WMA Then I carry a 22 
Magnum.The reason is simple it’s the 
Louisiana Wild Boar. They will walk 

THE FORGOTTEN HUNTING 
SEASON
By John Simeone
“Once you become a Squirrel Hunter 

you will never quit.”

 Spring Squirrel Season can be 
interesting. The moment you enter 
the woods it’s very different from Fall 
and Winter hunting. The first thing 
you notice is everything is Green. So 
Green in fact you can experience a 
Green Out, that’s like a White Out in 
a snowstorm. Then you realize you 
have to look up for squirrels and look 
down for snakes, at least in the Deep 
South where I hunt in Louisiana. For 
the Yankee small game hunter, you 
don’t have to worry, most likely you 
don’t have a Spring Squirrel Season 
in the first place.
 If you call a squirrel a tree 
rat, chances are you will lose you 
hunting rights on the property. That 
is considered an insult to Southern I’m glad I have a good young hunting 

partner and Connor’s loves to Squirrel Hunt.

You have to ask yourself; 
do I really want to go in there?
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the Hogs”. I’m going to rig out the 
Ruger 77/22 with a new scope, so 
he won’t get the CZ-452 that is only 
used in Squirrel Rifle matches.
      This brings me to my private 
method of squirrel hunting. I love 
hunting with squirrel dogs or stump 
sitting and calling, but the safest way 
is the British Bait Station. I built a fine 
back stop in my large back yard, and 
bait it with corn. Yes, it’s legal here 
on private land except for Doves and 
Turkey which never seem to come 
around. This allows me to take a clean 
safe shot while the head is the target.

 
 All of my 22s have been tested 
this way and they all work perfect. 
This includes the two pet Henrys 
in Lever action and Pump action. a 
Ruger 77/22 and a Ruger 10/22. The 
standard accuracy test is 5 shots on a 
Dime size target or it gets traded. The 
Scopes I use are Bushnell, Vortex, 
and Leatherwood Hi-Lux. None are 
all that expensive and they tested 
positive for holding zero. 
 For 22 ammunition for Squirrel, 
I use CCI Brand Subsonic Hollow 
Points.It’s better than just accurate, but 

it meets the shock needs of a hunting 
round without destroying edible meat. 
A solid bullet hits good but tends to 
zip through while a squirrel often 
enough will make it to a den tree and 
be lost. The low powered hollow point 
after the hit doesn’t travel far, which 
is a good safety factor. The best shot 
with a rifle is to backstop the bullet.

Fox and Gray Squirrels 
feeding on my bait station.

The Yildiz Double 410, with all the chokes 
and a 3-inch Chamber, the perfect outfit 

for Spring Squirrels.They can be had 
exclusively from Academy Sports.

Henry 22s ready to go, it’s really hard to pick 
which one to use, My Case Trapper, Squirrel 

Call, and CCI Subsonic Hollow points.

They don’t make them like this anymore. My 
first gun was a 22-long rifle in the Marlin 25. 
This Marlin 25 in 22 Magnum can and has 
taken Squirrels at 50 yards and big game.

Few hunters have a photo like this. I looked 
down, saw the Copperhead under my foot 
and shot its head off. Believe it or not I had 
my camera around my neck and snapped 

the photo with one hand.
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 I haven’t used a semi-automatic 
22 in years but when our local 
Walmart decided to stop selling 
firearms, they dropped the price on 
all the Black guns. This included a 
Ruger 10/22 and a Remington 700 in 
7mm magnum. The Ruger became the 
perfect house gun for varmits likes 
Racoons and Armadillos.

 A few months back I found we 
had been invaded by a company of 
Racoons. Normally I don’t shoot them, 
but they were causing a lot of damage 
in the neighborhood and especially 
me. Some of these critters would go 
about 40 pounds. I caught them just 
right on the bait station and fired 5 
shots as fast as they appeared in the 
scope; all 5 dropped right there. The 
remainder beat feet and didn’t return.
 One other thing about Spring 
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The Forgotten Hunting 
Season . . . continued

Squirrel hunting in the South, you 
will need lots of bug spray and maybe 
even Bear Spray. Well there are 
many different Squirrel recipe on the 
internet so I will leave you to your 
own with  that. One thing for sure this 
is a great time to take your kid, and 
that means you get to Pass it on.

A Spring Limit of 3 Fox Squirrels. With a 
Henry Frontier it’s a head shot or nothing.

A Black Gun from Walmart, The Ruger 10/22 
is just plain fun to shoot and makes an 

excellent Squirrel rifle. For those that have 
high-capacity magazines, it makes for a 

good home defense gun in a pinch.

There were 9 altogether, that’s too many.

I just realized something, I have been a 
Squirrel Hunter for 60 years.

Please send Please send 
us your us your 

hunting & hunting & 
fishing photos!fishing photos!

Email to: Email to: 
asoandyb@gmail.comasoandyb@gmail.com

or text them to: 309.437.2247or text them to: 309.437.2247
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THE TOP TEN PRACTICES 
THAT INTERFERE WITH 
TRAINING
By Ducks Unlimited
both. That way kids and puppies learned 
to communicate with each other.
 Today, however, the situation is 
different. The kids are all in the house 
watching TV, playing video games, or 
cruising the Internet. Any puppy relegated 
outside to the pen will grow up in relative 
isolation, deprived of the social interaction 
that he needs to develop communication 
skills, and more important, to develop the 
bond with people that gives him a desire 
to please. That desire to please is the basis 
of a lot of reward-based training. Without 
it you’ve made your job much harder.
 Pup should be raised in the house. 
Then he and you both develop the 
communication skills to make Pup 
into a great gun dog. Additionally, Pup 
develops the desire to please that enables 
a lot of reward-based training. Raising 
Pup in the house makes things easier for 
both you and him.

Giving Pup an Unlimited Diet of 
Uncontrolled Retrieves
 The practice of training Pup to 
retrieve by throwing him countless out-
of-control retrieves is sheer foolishness. 

Pup is born with the retrieving instinct. 
His mother gave it to him. And whether 
you give him one retrieve or ten thousand 
retrieves, you are not going to improve 
his genetic inheritance.
 I have occasionally seen young dogs 
that show little interest in retrieving. 
Sometimes further investigation uncovers 
the fact that such a pup retrieved 
wonderfully when he was younger, but 
suddenly quit. The cause can quite literally 
be too much retrieving. Thirty or forty 
retrieves in a row can bring the young pup 
to the edge of his physical capacity. He is 
growing at a phenomenal rate, and most 

Avoid these major culprits
 Training your dog is extremely 
easy if you control his environment and 
channel his behavior in the directions 
you want. Your dog will practically train 
himself if you keep from interfering too 
much. However, many common training 
practices are totally counterproductive. 
These are the major culprits to avoid.

Raising Pup Outside
 The belief that hunting dogs should 
be raised outside in a pen persists with 
great tenacity. This belief is hogwash 
today. It was probably valid fifty or a 
hundred years ago. Then the kids were 
outside and spent a lot of time with the 
puppy during the formative years of 

of his energy is going toward that growth. 
Unlimited retrieves can put him in a state 
of exhaustion and physical pain.
 The greatest and most insidious 
danger of unlimited retrieving is the 
price it exacts on Pup. You frequently see 
people throwing untold numbers of balls 
or training dummies for Pup to retrieve 
at will. They rationalize this by saying, 
“I’m developing Pup’s retrieving.” The 
real reason they do it is that it is easy and 
fun for Pup’s owner. They don’t think of 
the trouble it will cost Pup later, when 
they change the rules and want Pup to be 
steady and under control. They plan to get 
him steady later.
 They are training Pup to be out of 
control on retrieves. They are training 
Pup to break, thus ensuring that they will 
have to use quite a bit of punishment 
later to train him not to break.
 Again, Pup did not inherit obedience 
and self-control. That’s where he needs 
training, and that’s where out-of-control 
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retrieves are totally counterproductive. Pup 
should have to wait for every retrieve he 
gets. Then you are training him to wait and 
to exert some self-control. You are making 
it easy for him to learn the behaviors you 
want. You are making it easy to train him 
without a lot of punishment.

Repeating Commands
 Repeating commands is a common 
mistake people make when dealing with 
dogs. The practice is an excellent method 
for training Pup to respond on the third, 
fourth, or fifth repetition of a command.
 Generally, if Pup doesn’t respond 
to the first command, it’s not because he 
didn’t hear you. It’s because he doesn’t 
feel like responding. The solution is not 
in repeating the command. The solution 
is to trigger the response and reinforce 
your dominance. You should employ a 
dominance technique such as a direct, 
threatening stare or “looming over” body 
position. These techniques are behaviors 
employed by the pack leader to reinforce 
dominance in a canine pack.
 In obedience classes, I frequently 
have the handlers go through the 
obedience drills in silence. That’s one of 
the best ways to counteract the human 

habit of repeating commands. After all, 
the dog already knows the responses. He 
needs the right signal from his master to 
trigger the response. Silent obedience 
drills force the handler to speak in Pup’s 
language and produce the right signal.
 It takes a little effort to overcome our 
human nature on the practice of repeating 
commands, but it pays big dividends. It 
is much more pleasant to have a dog that 
responds quickly to the first command. 
Conversely, it is a pain in the neck to 
hunt with a dog that responds only when 
he’s constantly bombarded with a steady 
stream of repeated commands.

Shouting at Pup
 Yelling usually goes hand in hand 
with repeating commands. Again, Pup’s 
lack of response is not because he didn’t 
hear you…assuming you’ve trained him 
on the required command. It is, rather, 
because he doesn’t feel like responding. 
If the cause is lack of training, back up 
and do the training.
 Otherwise it is a dominance issue 
and should be corrected now with a 
mild rebuke rather than waiting until 
you’ve firmly trained in the trait of only 
responding when yelled at. Then it takes 
a more severe correction.
 On a more basic level, shouting only 

makes it harder for Pup to respond. Shouting 
usually either excites Pup, or makes him 
afraid. Neither emotional state makes it 
easier for Pup to do what you want.
 If a 6 1/2-foot NFL linebacker was 
standing in your back yard yelling at 
you—”You better come over here to me, 
you blankety blank!”—would you go to 
him? Not if you have half a brain. This is 
approximately the same picture you give 
your dog when you stand there yelling at 
him to try and make him come to you. 
The major difference is that he doesn’t 
understand the words. If your dog is 
intelligent, he’s not going to come to you 
in that situation.
 Do yourself and your dog a favor 
that will make both your lives more 
pleasant. Don’t shout.

Pleading When He’s out of Reach
 Changing to a pleading tone of 
voice seems to be another universal 
human trait triggered by dogs. When the 
dog gets far enough away that we think 
he’s beyond our control, we revert to 
an asking tone of voice. You know the 
one. It has a question mark on the end 
of the vocalization. If a dog could speak 
English, you might as well be saying, 
“Don’t obey me. You are beyond my 
control.” Dogs don’t speak English. 

They speak in the language of tones and 
mannerisms and body language. They 
understand very well what that question 
mark on the end of a vocalization means. 
That tone signals “don’t obey.”
 Here is where consistency is key in 
dog training. Always project yourself as 
if you are in total control. Act the same 
and use the same tones and mannerisms 
whether your dog is next to you on a 
leash or 200 yards away.

Letting Pup “Run off Some Energy”
 This is a terrible practice. It will 
very likely get Pup killed one day, and it 
trains him to be under control only when 
he’s tired. The very time you most need 
him under control is when he’s brimming 
with energy and anticipation.
 If you regularly let Pup run off energy 
upon coming out of the house, pen, or car, 
you are simply training him to be out of 
control for the first ten minutes around 
you. Some day you will drive up to a 
hunting place and park next to a highway. 
You will let Pup out of the car. He, having 
been so trained, will be beyond your 
control for the first couple of minutes as 
he runs out into the highway in front of an 
oncoming automobile.
 Training Pup to control himself 
when he’s tired is not going to do you 

The Top Ten Practices . . . cont.
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much good when he’s well rested, fresh, 
and in the duck blind raring to go. He 
will lack the self-control necessary to 
make him a pleasant hunting companion.

Giving Pup Too Many Marked Retrieves
 Pup gets a marked retrieve every 
time he sees the bird or dummy fall and 
thus knows its location. A blind retrieve 
is when Pup did not see the object fall 
and must be guided to it by his handler.
 The practice of waiting months 
before starting Pup’s hand-signal 
training is usually justified on the basis 
of needing to wait till he’s older and 
more mature to start blind retrieves. It is 
an illogical practice. Old age never made 
it easier to learn.
 This practice falls under the same 
principle as giving him tons of retrieves 
and then changing the rules to make him 
steady. It is making an easy job hard.
 The more marked retrieves Pup gets, 
the more you are training him to find the 
bird without help from you. The more 
you do it, the more difficult it is going to 
be to convince Pup later that you really 
know where the bird is.
 Make both of your lives easy. 
Start the blind retrieve and hand-signal 
training on the front end. As soon as he is 
steady and doing marked retrieves start 

him on blind retrieves.
Testing Instead of Training
 Many handlers discover anew each 
day the limits of their dog. They test him 
to see if he can do what they plan to teach 
him. A common example is training Pup 
to do long marked retrieves.
 The typical way to teach Pup to do 
very long marked retrieves is to go out 
and try it. A helper is sent out 150 yards. 
He gets out there, shoots, and throws 
a dummy. You send Pup. Pup goes the 
distance of the longest retrieve he’s had. 
He starts hunting in a circle at 30 yards 
and never gets out to the dummy. Now 
you’ve taught him to fail.
The right way to do it is:
a.  Remember that his longest retrieve 

was 30 yards.
b. Send the thrower out 150 yards.
c.  Walk out with Pup until you are only 

30 yards from the thrower.
d.  Have the thrower shoot and throw the 

dummy.
e.  Send Pup on the 30-yard retrieve, at 

which you know he will succeed.
f.  Back up to 60 yards from the thrower, 

and have him throw again.
g. Send Pup on this 60-yard retrieve.
h.  Continue backing up from the thrower in 

45-yard increments until, on the fourth 
retrieve, Pup is going the full 150 yards.

 Structured properly, the lesson 
is a success, with Pup ending it quite 
confident on 150-yard retrieves.
 Testing Pup to see if he can do what 
you want is a universal human tendency. 
It is also universally bad. Always 
engineer the lesson so that Pup succeeds.
Experimenting with Introductions
 Introductions to new things are 
frequently conducted as an experiment to 
see how Pup reacts. If you are lucky, Pup 
will react favorably and the introduction 
will have been successful. If you are 
unlucky, the introduction will scare the 
heck out of Pup and you will have a very 
big problem that may take weeks to solve.
 Introductions are often related to the 
bad practice of testing to train. A classic 
example is to walk up to Pup and shoot 
off the 12-guage to see if he’s gun-shy. 
With this type introduction, a surprising 
number of dogs are found to be gun-shy.
 The right way to introduce Pup 
to shooting is to start 150 yards away, 
watching another dog retrieving. Pup 
will be very interested. Then a shot is 
added on each retrieve, while you and 
Pup still watch from a distance. Then 
you move closer until, very soon, you are 
right next to the retrieving performer and 
Pup is thoroughly enjoying the shooting-
because, of course, it is associated with 

his favorite thing: retrieving.
 Why trust to luck? The proper way to 
train Pup is to engineer the training session 
to ensure success. Whatever you are 
introducing Pup to, it is your job to ensure 
that no unpleasant associations occur.
Changing the Rules in the Hunting Field
The two major bad practices you see in 
the field are (a) never using a leash and 
(b) sending Pup to retrieve the bird while 
it’s still falling.
 Many hunters invest hundreds of hours 
in training their dogs, and then throw away 
the rules when they get in the field. They 
forget what a leash is for and let Pup indulge 
in whatever disobedience he fancies.
 They spend hours training Pup to be 
steady. Then they get in the duck blind 
and start sending Pup to retrieve while 
the duck is still falling. After a few 
repetitions, Pup takes this practice to the 
next level. He goes without waiting to be 
sent. Next he progresses to bailing out of 
the blind at the gunshot.
 It makes no difference how much 
pre-season training you do, when you 
get to the duck blind Pup is going to 
give you the amount of obedience and 
control that you require in that setting. 
If you want Pup to be under control in 
the duck blind, you have to tell him by 
demonstrating the limits of behavior.
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 June should begin the summer 
pattern for stripers but this year we 
may well be still in our late spring 
pattern. Our spring is behind schedule 
and the water temperature has not 
reach the levels to drive the stripers 
below the thermocline until much later 
than previous years. The shad will be 
spawning late and the fishing activity 
going into June will be what late May 
should look like. We are experiencing 
a high-water year again and its great 
for fishing the fish will hold on the old 
shoreline and move to the underwater 
brush to chase shad. It’s a fun time of 
year to catch your favorite species.
 Norfork Lake will warm up and our 
thermocline will be around 34’.  The 
thermocline will set in but you should be 
able to catch stripers early in the morning 

feeding in the brush. Once the thermocline 
does set in the stripers will stay below it 
during the day because the water above 
the thermocline does not contain enough 
oxygen for a striper to survive. 
 Our live bait fishing consists of a 
4oz sinker with a 6’ leader counter down 
to a specific depth. Our bait is usually 
gizzard shad, but we will use threadfin 
shad when the water is high. Beginning 
in the summer pattern, the stripers will 
be around the thermocline, so I usually 
set my lines around 38’. I also use two 
floats with 2 oz weights set at 37 and 
40’ set way back from the boat. There 
are days when the best bite comes 
from the floats. Stripers begin to feed 
on flats and edges of channel swings 
early then move out to deeper water. 
Do not be afraid to look for schools of 

stripers in 80 to 100’ of water later in 
the morning. Until the water gets too 
warm the stripers will be scattered all 
over the lake. In early June the Crystal 
Cove area, Float Creek, Diamond Bay 
are good mid-lake areas to fish. The 
lower area of the lake beginning in Big 
Creek and Brushy Creek just east of 
Hand Cove are my go-to places to fish. 
I then continually to move out towards 
the dam fishing the points and flats until 
I can find a consistent pattern. 
 The Crappie spawn will be delayed 
this year with the colder water so you 
will still find crappie shallow in the first 
part of June. With the higher water our 
crappie spawn should be very good. 
Every year we have high water the 
crappie spawn class had been great. 
Once they move out of the shallows, 

they will start roaming the flats and 
deeper brush piles. Spider rigging in the 
10 to 15’ flats in the creeks will be the 
most productive until the water warms 
up and drives the crappie deep. The 
white crappie will move to the deeper 
brush piles first while the black crappie 
will stay in the shallow water until the 
lake hits the high eighties. The best 
creeks for crappie are Big Creek, Brushy 
Creek, Pigeon Creek, and Bennett’s 
Bayou off of the main lake. The upper 
lake areas are Red Bank, Calamity, and 
Bryant Creek.
 Bass fishing in June should be great 
this year with the higher water. The 
bass will stay in or near the submerged 
buck brush and will be hitting top water, 
swim baits, and spinner baits. Pitching 
jigs and worms in the brush will be very 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

STRIPERS ON NORFORK LAKE
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effective both on the main lake and up 
the creeks. Throwing a spinner bait on 
a windy bank later in the morning will 
produce lots of good bass.
 The catfish will be spawning and 
on Norfork Lake the most productive 
methods of catching them are limb 
lines, trot lines and jugs. In the high-
water years limb lines are the most 
effective. I use small blue gill hooked 
to a heavy line. Set the bait where it is 
just in the water about 1”. You will need 

Tom & Sean Reynolds guide 
out of Tracy Ferry Marina; 

you can reach them at 
www.stroutfitters.com, 

870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

Call or Text 217-304-1680 • www.cornfieldcrappiegear.com

WE BUILD QUALITY PRODUCTS RIGHT ON KENTUCKY LAKE IN THE GREAT USA!

Contact Us!
Owner: Mark Ridl

Pta.inc@outlook.com

New
Electric Livescope Operation

FOLDING DOUBLE MONITOR MOUNT WITH BRIDGE
The Folding Double Monitor Mount is designed to fold down out of the way 

for safe line of site while traveling down the lake. Folds down with locking pin. 
Hydraulic shock holds it up. Heavy duty with 6061 aircraft aluminum. 

The Gimbal Monitor Brackets are tapped for most monitors. Will not fit Helix 7 without 
the adapter plate that is on our products page.  Also great for stowing in the down 

position to put your cover on the boat. Comes with the CFCG bridge mount.

to keep checking these lines since the 
action can be very fast. Please when 
you’re done fishing make sure you 
remove your trot and limb lines since 
they cause lots of damage to people and 
animals if left hanging.

Grandpa Tim Cowell with Andy, Charlie, Milo, Olive and Rose Eberle. 
The Morel of the story. you can hide, but you can’t run. 

Thanks for sharing this great photo with ASO Magazine.
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We are getting “the band back together”
BAGELFEST OR BUST July 13-17, 2021!

Time for some celebration!
Join us for food, music and fun in Mattoon, IL. 

Like us on Facebook to keep up with 2021 plans. 
We can’t wait to see you there for the 

35th Annual Bagelfest.

WWW.MATTOONBAGELFEST.COM • 800-500-6286

 When the Lender’s bagel factory 
was new to the midwestern town of 
Mattoon, IL, owner Murray Lender 
hosted a free bagel breakfast to 
introduce himself and the bagel to the 
community.  That was the beginning 
of the local love affair with the bagel 
and the beginning of the community 
celebration known as Bagelfest.  
 Like so many communities the City of 
Mattoon was heartbroken to have to cancel 
events in 2020.  So now we are ready 
to gather and have a celebration.  This 
year’s theme is in honor of the challenges 
of 2020, it is “Bagelfest or Bust”,  in the 
spirit of perseverance and hopefulness.  
We have a saying for 2021: “hopeful 
hearts and fingers crossed.” So with that in 
mind we are planning a memorable week 
in Mattoon July 13-17th. 
 What can you expect this year?  
Three nights of great music on our 

main stage, follow us on Facebook for 
announcements on our entertainers. 
There will be a carnival and games. Join 
our parade or the Run for the Bagel, 
or watch man’s best friend compete in 
the Bagel Bow Wow. You can expect 
delicious food offered from our vendors 
and of course the free Bagel Breakfast 
on Saturday July 17th.  
 How you participate in Bagelfest is 
up to you, but we think we all deserve 
celebration and hope you will join us 
in making our 35th year special.   Got 
questions you can contact us at tourism@
mattoonillinois.org, or call at 800-500-
6286. Check us out on Facebook for 
real time updates and visit our website at 
www.mattoonagelfest.
 With hopeful hearts and fingers 
crossed we hope to see your face 
at Bagelfest 2021 in Mattoon, IL. 
“BAGELFEST OR BUST.”



June 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  75

MERCER OPEN ALL- SPECIES FISHING 
TOURNAMENT JUNE 25-27

 It is summertime, a time to get 
together with family, friends and 
when the kids need something to do, 
what better way than coming to a 
destination where there is something 
for everyone; fishing, atving, 
shopping, hiking, sightseeing, and 
so much more. Everyone loves to 
take out the boat, enjoy the sun, and 
put in a few lines in the crystal-clear 
water. Mercer, Wisconsin is the 
perfect place to enjoy the 214 lakes 
in our area and the Turtle Flambeau 
Flowage the possibilities are endless 
on places to go fishing. Whether 
spending time with family or friends 
everyone can participate in the 
Mercer Open All-Species Fishing 
Tournament, which can be done in 

the canoe or kayak division or the 
open divisions, which includes any 
other type of boat! It is a catch and 
release tournament that is fun and 
easy for everyone to enjoy while 
spending time on the water! 
 The Mercer Area Chamber of 
Commerce has reinvented our Can-
Yak Fishing Tournament by creating 
the Mercer Open All-Species 
Fishing Tournament on Saturday, 
June 26 and Sunday, June 27, 2021. 
The tournament has one division 
which allows anglers to fishing only 
in canoes and kayaks; the other 
division is open for all other types 
of watercrafts. The Mercer Open 
All-Species Fishing Tournament is 
a family-friendly tournament that 
allows Anglers to enjoy two days 
of fishing on the lakes and rivers of 
southern Iron County, Wisconsin in 
canoes/ kayaks or any other type of 

water vessel while competing in a 
catch-photo-release style tournament. 
 The event kicks off on Friday, 
June 25 with registration and Meet & 
Greet at Liberty Way Tap House, from 
5- 7pm. On Saturday, registration 
continues at 6am followed by a rule 
meeting at 6:30am. The tournament 
begins at 6am. Fishing for the day 
ends at 3pm and participants must 
report their catches by 4:30pm. A 
cook-out follows catch validation 
on Saturday evening at Liberty Way 
Tap House and is open to the public. 
On Sunday, more tournament fishing 
takes place from 6am- Noon, with 
fish validation by 1pm, followed 
by appetizers, awards, and raffle 
drawings. 
 Registration is now open for 
both individuals and teams. The cost 
is $55 per person, but kids under 18 
fish for $20, if they participate with 

an adult. All participants will be 
registered as individuals to compete 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes. 
 There will be a reporting “bag 
limit” of a baker’s dozen per day 
of which up to 9 can be panfish of 
any species and up to 4 can be game 
fish of any species (musky, walleye, 
bass, northern). Four points will 
be awarded per inch of length, 
regardless of species (one point per 
quarter-inch). 
 The Mercer Open All-Species 
Fishing Tournament is organized 
by the Mercer Area Chamber of 
Commerce with the help of local 
sponsors and volunteers. For 
information on registration, cost, 
activities, and times, please visit 
MercerOpen.com, call the Mercer 
Area Chamber of Commerce office 
at 715.476.2389, or email info@
mercercc.com

June 25-27, 2021
Liberty Way Tap House

715.476.2389 
 info@mercercc.com 

 MercerCC.com

Tournament Details: 
2-Day Tournament

Family Friendly
All Species

Lakes in Iron County south of Cty Rd G
Reporting bag limit of 9 panfish and 4 game fish

4 points awarded per inch of length

Divisions: 
Can-Yak & Open 

MercerOpen.com
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 It doesn’t take a $100,000 bass boat 
to catch fish and it certainly doesn’t take 
an investment anywhere near that to have 
just as much fun. There’s more family fun 
and fishing success in shoreline fishing 
and with the benefit of not having to think 
about that large monthly payment coming 
due on the glittering monster of a boat. 
The peace of mind is an added plus. 
 Certainly, there’s advantages to 
having a boat to enable you to move from 
one place to another if the fish aren’t 
biting but probably if we exert a bit of 
patience and instead of moving the fish 
may be biting right here just as soon. 
Besides, if you’ve ever tried to deal with 

three kids and all of the tangled lines and hooks to bait you 
will soon realize it’s much easier to do from the bank that it is 
cooped up in the confines of a boat. 
 Fishing from bank has some frustrations but if you’re 
family fishing the advantages outweigh the disadvantages. 
Depending on the ages and agility of the youngsters you must 
first pick shoreline types that are safe enough for all ages and 
abilities. It is equally important to stress the safety factors 
especially for the smaller kids. They get excited and tend to get 
top-heavy and topple into the lake or pond etc. Safety vests are 
just as important here but there’s no substitute supervision.
 As far as the lure, baits, and presentations are 
concerned, just think about where you would be fishing 
and what you would do if you were boating and apply 
that to bank fishing. Did you notice that the boaters are 
always fishing toward the bank and that most of the fish 
are caught within a short distance of the bank or close to 
some structure or object? Conversely, the average bank 
angler is casting just as far out toward the middle as he 
can reach. Why is that? Most of the fish are closer to the 
shoreline angler than they are to the boaters. 
 When fishing from shore stay as quiet as possible and 
concentrate on the real close spots first. Docks, treetops, 
stumps, grass-lines, mossy areas and the like are usually 
close to shore and are the premier hot-spots for fish activity. 
The little fish use these places to hide, and the big fish use 
them as ambush points where they lay in wait for a prey to 
swim into striking distance. 
 Slip up on these shoreline spots quietly and keep your 
shadow from being cast over the ambush spots. These 
shallow fish are easily spooked. In most cases smaller baits 
work better when fishing from shore since you can keep the 
lure or bait in the strike zone longer than it’s possible for the 
boater to do. Casting parallel to the shoreline will keep lures 
in the “strike zones” much longer than casting straight out 
etc.  Many times, repetitive cast will produce fish from spots 
that were just fished by a passing boater or yourself. It’s a lot 
like playing with a cat with a piece of string. If you present 
it again and again, he will eventually strike at it even if it is 
necessary to move closer to do it.   
 Many species of fish can be caught from shore, but the 
most important part of these outings is the quality time with 
family and friends. There are hundreds of lakes, creeks, 
ponds, and rivers in Illinois and most have access to shoreline 
anglers. Even many of the private ponds are accessible if 
you’ll take the time to determine ownership and cultivate 
permission to fish. Most of the owners are concerned about 
the messes that anglers leave behind. Don’t be a litter bug 
and even clean up after the last guy that maybe wasn’t quite 
as conscientious as you are.     
  It’s Faith, Family, and Fishing

Book Now 

for the 2021 

Deer Season

www.ranchosafari.com

To view more of Rancho Safari’s 
products, visit our website.

MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR 
FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!

• jerry@ranchosafari.com •

USA MADE

EMAIL FOR CATALOG

Catquiver Mini
Smallest of the 9 Catquiver 
models, Mini to VII.5.

Shaggie Ghilli
LCBUJ Bowhunter Long Coat. 
Comes with face mask and 
boonie hood. Available in  
4 Season Jeriflage, Spring,  
Fall and Snow models.

02
03

20

B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available
1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350

Call: 815.433.0432
Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com

Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

NO BOAT? - NO 
BIGGIE – BANK 

FISHING CAN 
BE FINE

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER 

& IN THE WOODS

by Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net
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TOTALTOTAL
CONCEALMENTCONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDSGAME BLINDS

Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLCHUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

TOGETHER 
WE PLAY 
By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 Going outside to play is something our 
kids have dreamed about with the end of 
school near. Truth be told most of us parents 
are looking forward to the kids playing 
outside too. However, if you are a child 
with a disability, not all playgrounds are 
accessible for them to play, not all outdoor 
recreation areas are accessible either. 
Think back to when you were a child how 
hard it would have been to watch others 
play and you not be able to join in. Now 
think if the only reason you could not get to 
the playground was due to inaccessibility. 
Playing Together is something parents and 
children look forward to, it also helps with 
family ties and socialization.  
  Accessibility laws are changing to 
have programs throughout park districts 
and schools to make playgrounds more 
accessible for persons with disabilities.  
The changes, removing physical barriers 
have changed the way that playgrounds 
are built.  When I was a child, they 
would have grass or pea gravel or wood 
chips underneath them with railroad ties 
or lumber that had to be walked over.  
Getting assistive devices like K-walkers 
and wheelchairs into the playgrounds 
was almost impossible then once inside 
mobility was pretty much impossible.  
 “Together We Play” is a student group 
from St. Thomas the Apostle School in 
Peoria Heights devoted to constructing an 
accessible park for the Peoria area. The 
team has done research and have found that 
although there are over 10,000 people with 
disabilities in the Peoria area, there are 
very few accessible parks, and none within 
the village of Peoria Heights.
 “Together we Play” is raising funds to 
build an accessible playground in Tower 
Park in Peoria Heights. The group was 
started in 2019 by St. Thomas RoboComets 
who realized that all youth deserved and 
had the right to accessible play areas. They 
hope the playground will further advance 
their mission by providing a space where 
those of all abilities may be empowered to 
play, explore, and interact independently.  
The St. Thomas RoboComets continue 
to work towards their fundraising goal of 
100,000 dollars to build the playground.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
205 East Main St. • PO Box 5 • Knoxville, IL 61448

309.388.0159

Mon-Fri 1:00pm-5:30pm • Sat. 9:00am–12:00pm
Closed Sundays

denise@knoxgreatoutdoors.com
Terry Howarter • Denise Shepherd

We Sell Below 
Retail All The Time!
If We Don’t Have It, 

We Can Get It 
Below Retail!

FFL Transfers • Les Baer Custom
Historical Armory • Rock River Arms
Many Brands of Rifles, 
Handguns & Shotguns!

New and Used Firearms, Live Bait & Trapping Supplies

Triple S Catfish Bait
(formerly Sonny’s)

Works Great on 
Rend Lake!!

Hoss’s Hawg Bait
Leeches, etc.

 Newly built parks are some that have 
been adapted to make accessibility possible. 
They are zero entry meaning there are no 
curbs or barriers to the play areas. Once to 
the equipment is on the new playground 
there are ramps that allow all children to play 
on the equipment.  This makes the ability to 
play open to all children. The playgrounds 
also have swings that can be used by those 
who use accessible devices like wheelchairs 
and power chairs. The swing allows the 
user to be pushed in the swing without 
needing to transfer from their wheelchair or 
power chair. Accessible playgrounds allow 
all children to have fun and participate in 

outdoor activities. Remember inclusion for 
all is key in making sure we all have fun in 
the outdoors whether hunting, fishing, or 
playing on the playground.  
 Donations are being accepted at this 
time. Please make out any checks to ‘Together 
We Play’ and mail them (or drop them off) to:

Together We Play
4450 N. Prospect Road Suite C8

Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Or you can donate directly using PayPal.
 If you would like to share your story 
or hunting adventures, please contact me 
at 309-338-0990 or at huntsgungetaway@
gmail.com. 
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 Building net worth in your 
farm business happens by 
retaining earnings in the business, 
contributing equity from off-
farm income, or by inflation from 
the value of the farm assets. The 
retained earnings will generate 
additional income in future years 
for retirement or to help the next 
generation run the farm business.
 Kelvin Leibold is an Extension 
farm and ag business management 
specialist with Iowa State 
University. He says how you 
allocate net farm income has a 
direct effect on increasing equity.
 “You can use net income to 

pay taxes, you can use net income 
to pay family living expenses or 
retirement investments, those kinds 
of things. Or, you can go back to 
your business with the money,” he 
says. “And so, if you’re going to 
grow your business, you’re going 
to have to have profits, you’re going 
to have to bring those profits back 
to the business, and those profits 
can be used to either reduce debt or 
to buy more assets.”
 Leibold is working on a study to 
see what it takes to get into that “elite 
producer” status. He says top producers 
don’t do things that lose money.
 “They get what I call 

incremental advantages. They 
pick up that little bit of savings on 
rent, they pick up that little bit of 
savings on seed, they get that extra 
10 cents on marketing, they shave 
that $25 out of their machinery 
costs through repairs and fuels, and 
maybe they get 2,3,4 more bushel’s 
yield,” says Leibold. “They’re not 
hitting home runs, they’re doing a 
series of little things that add up to 
a significant advantage.”
 It’s easy to get in the habit of 
spending the money you make. 
Controlling living expenses is often 
neglected as a way of increasing 
wealth.

BUILDING FARM EQUITY

 

• 

• 

• 

SOLD $7,200.00 SOLD $76,000.00 SOLD $162,775.00 SOLD $22,750.00 

Hassel Free Selling 
We do all the work, You leave it in the shed. 

 

 

 

(217) 372-1006   
(217) 620-4827     
(309) 339-2694   
(217) 257-3879  
(217) 225-2747 

Zackery Witvoet  
Les Crandall  
Kyle Miller         
Jon Brokaw     
Aaron Kafer                     

Agriculture | Transportation | Construction  

Central IL 
Macon County 
Tazewell County 
Adams County 
Ford County 

FARM, AG, EQUIPMENT, FARM, AG, EQUIPMENT, 
GARDENING & CROP LAND SECTIONGARDENING & CROP LAND SECTION

By Jodi Henke

Alexa Meyer with a nice largemouth 
bass caught on a private pond in 

Woodford County.



of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL

309-697-0076
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Bobcat Zero-Turn Mowers. We’ve 
built our reputation on performance, 

versatility and toughness. 
Now, we’re bringing it to the turf!

Bobcat Compact Tractors. 
Feel right at home doing the 
toughest work on your land.

•  All Inclusive Includes: •  All Inclusive Includes: 
  Food, Beverages & Lodging  Food, Beverages & Lodging
•  3 Days - 4 Nights Fully •  3 Days - 4 Nights Fully 

GuidedGuided
•  All Inclusive Includes: Food, •  All Inclusive Includes: Food, 

Beverages & LodgingBeverages & Lodging
•  Cleaning & Packaging of •  Cleaning & Packaging of 

Game BirdsGame Birds
•  WiFi, Ping-Pong & Pool Table•  WiFi, Ping-Pong & Pool Table
• All Transportation Furnished • All Transportation Furnished 
• Corporate Hunts Available• Corporate Hunts Available

USDA FORECASTS HIGHEST PRICES FOR U.S. 
CROPS IN YEARS AMID GLOBAL BOOM
By Jodi Henke

 U.S. farmers will reap two of their 
largest corn and soybean crops ever and 
sell them for the highest average prices 
since the commodity boom ended 
several years ago, said the government 
Wednesday in its first projections of 
the fall harvest. The USDA also said 
that global soybean king Brazil would 
increase its share of the world market 
at the expense of U.S. exports.
 The planting season is in full 
swing, so the projections in the USDA’s 
monthly WASDE report are a long-
range look at the potential outcome, 
months away, of the growing season. 
The projections assume normal weather 
and yields. Most of the U.S. West is 
in drought. The USDA designated an 
additional 52 counties as natural disaster 
areas due to drought on Wednesday, 
including 48 of the 53 counties in 
North Dakota, often the leading wheat-
growing state in the nation.
 Although it expects smaller exports 

of the three major field crops, the USDA 
said this year’s corn, wheat, and soybeans 
would fetch markedly higher prices at 
the farm gate than the 2020 crops now 
on the market — $2.60 a bushel higher 
for soybeans, for example. A price boom 
for agricultural commodities began last 
summer and remains strong despite 
predictions of bumper crops worldwide 
in the year ahead.
 This year’s corn crop would sell 
for a season-average $5.70 a bushel, 
soybeans for an average $13.85 a 
bushel, and wheat for an average $6.50 
a bushel, estimated the USDA. Those 
would be the highest farm gate prices 
since 2013 for corn and soybeans and 
the highest since 2014 for wheat.
 The USDA projected a corn crop 
of 15 billion bushels, the second 
largest ever; a soybean crop of 4.4 
billion bushels, the third largest on 
record; and a wheat crop of 1.87 billion 
bushels. Larger plantings and higher 

yields could boost output of all three 
crops — corn by 6%, soybeans by 7%, 
and wheat by 3%.
 Soybeans are the most valuable 
U.S. farm export, accounting for 18¢ of 
every $1 in sales during calendar 2020, 
but shipments are expected to contract 
by 9% in the marketing year that opens 
on September 1. The U.S. export share 
of global soybean trade is expected 
to decline to 33% from the current 
36%, said the USDA, because of tight 
U.S. supplies and rising demand from 
domestic processors. “Brazil’s share 
increases from 50% in 2020/21 to 54% 
in 2021/22,” when this year’s crop goes 
on the market, said USDA analysts.
 Brazil, the world’s largest soybean 
grower and exporter, was projected to 
harvest a record 144 million tonnes 
of soybeans in 2021/22 and export 
93 million tonnes. In comparison, 
the projected U.S. crop of 4.4 billion 
bushels would be the equivalent of 

120 million tonnes, and exports of 
2.1 billion bushels would equal 56.5 
million tonnes.
 Drought is cutting into Brazilian 
corn production, with both Brazilian 
forecasters and the USDA paring 
their estimates. The USDA lowered 
its forecast of the crop to 102 million 
tonnes, a drop of 7 million tonnes and 
a match of the record set last season. 
CONAB, part of Brazil’s Agriculture 
Ministry, pegged the crop at 106 
million tonnes, down 3 million tonnes 
from its April estimate because of hot 
and dry weather in the country’s central 
and southern corn-growing territories.
 In its first harvest estimate 
for winter wheat, the dominant U.S. 
variety, the USDA forecast a crop of 
1.28 billion bushels, 10% larger than 
last year. The forecast was based on a 
survey of growers and spot checks of 
wheat fields. Winter wheat is used in 
making bread, pastries, and cakes.
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HABITAT RESTORATION, EDUCATION, AND CONSERVATION
QUGA SEED PROGRAM

CRP CONSERVATION MIXES/FORMS AVAILABLE AT WWW.QUGA.ORG

FOOD PLOT 

SEED AVAILABLE

$15 PER BAG, CORN, 

BEANS, MILO 

AND WHEAT

ILLINOIS SEED PROGRAM FOR CRP

FIND A CHAPTER AND JOIN QUGA OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!

812-536-2272 • BOBWHITE@PSCI.NET

WWW.QUGA.ORG
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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 If you are like me, you are already 
planning next spring’s turkey season.  One 
of the biggest questions in that planning 
process is where to hunt.  Well, I am about 
to answer that question for you.
 The first time hunting a property 

is always tricky.  Making that process 
even more challenging is having that 
first hunt half-way through the Missouri 
spring turkey season.  I love a good 
challenge.
 I must admit, however, that my first 
morning to hunt at MISSOURI HUNTING 
and OUTDOOR ADVENTURES 
was not my first exposure to their over 
1,300-acres of rolling hills, valley 
pastures and hardwood ridges.  A few 
weeks prior I had been given a full tour of 
the property by one of its three primaries.  
Rob Mihalevich, along with his brothers 
Rick and Don own and operate this deer 
and turkey hunting facility in south-
central Missouri near Crocker.
 Rob’s tour gave me a great lay of 
the land and I was excited about the 
spring potential this spot offers.  I will 
also attest to the beauty and comfort 
these guys offer to their clients.  Now is 
when I say a big “Thank You” to Kathy 
Connell, the cook.  The food could not 
have been better.
 Kathy’s husband Charlie is the 
chief guide at MHOA.  He gave me 
some great advice as he drove me to my 
hunting spot on my opening morning.  I 
was hunting one of the bottom pastures 
that lays between two timber ridges.  I 

got in and got set-up on the south side of 
a 50-acre pasture.  It looked great.
 As the gray dawn began to gain 
light the world started to wake up.  The 
whippoorwills were replaced by crows 
and the owls woke-up the turkeys.  A 
barred owl startled my gobbler who 
was roosted directly across from me on 
the north side of the field.  A creek ran 
about 50-yards into the timber.
 As he gobbled from the roost 
several hens began to call on the ridge 
across the creek and above him.  When 
everyone flew down I began to call.  No 
amount of coaxing was going to keep 
that tom from climbing that hill to his 
potential dates.  I heard him gobble all 
the way to the ridge top.
 I knew I was in a good spot and I 
also knew he was not the only tom in the 
area.  I stuck it out until 11:30 when the 
rain started.  Three hens did come to the 
field at mid-morning.  As I sat there, I 
formulated my plan for the next morning.
 That evening, over a great supper 
at the lodge, many hunting stories were 
shared.  Charlie is veteran turkey caller, as 
is Andy Black from Fayetteville, Arkansas.  
We had a good time and I shared with these 
guys my plan for the next morning.  Here is 
how that plan unfolded.

 I had Rick Mihalevich drop me off 
a half-hour earlier that morning.  My 
plan was to get all the way across the 
field and be totally set-up well before 
any chance of being picked-off.  I had 
prepared my spot the day before so I 
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The author used his 4Play Box Call 
to bring in this huge Missouri gobbler. 

(Photo by Rick Mihalevich)
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could slip in silently.
 My set-up was perfect.  I did not 
know how perfect until 5-minutes after I 
got settled.  There was a hen right behind 
me, no more than 50-yards away.  After 
listening closely, I realized she was not in 
a tree on a roost.  She was on the ground, 
obviously sitting on her nest.
 Her purrs and yelps were so soft I 
could barely hear her.  But I guarantee 
the other birds in the immediate area 

could.  The night before, during our 
extensive conversation, Andy Black, 
a call maker in his own right, and I 
discussed the importance of very soft, 
light calling.  This experience proved 
those points.
 The hen on the nest was calling 
extremely softly.  The birds in the trees 
that responded to her were much louder.  
My conclusion about this is that because 
of the threat of predators, birds reduce 
the volume of their communications 
when on the ground.
 With all this hen talk going on all 
around me the gobbler I had hoped 
would be roosted close was silent.  With 
the rain the night before and 110% 
humidity, as the light increased, I could 
see the entire valley was enveloped in a 
blanket of dense ground fog.  I figured 
this would keep the birds on the roost 
much later.  WRONG!!
  As soon as I had that thought birds 
began to pitch off behind me across 
the creek.  The first hen cackled on her 
way down and the gobbler erupted.  He 
was, as I had hoped, in the exact same 
location as the morning before.
 No less than 6 birds flew down 
behind me, including the tom.  Two 
more pitched off across the field in front 
of me.  Once the commotion of the fly 

Kathy Connell’s great food was a great 
surprise at MHOA.  (Photo by Mike Roux)

There are not many more beautiful setting 
for a spring turkey hunt than at MISSOURI 
HUNTING and OUTDOOR ADVENTURES. 
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down had calmed, I took my 4PLAY 
BOX CALL and made a series of the 
softest possible yelps and putts that I 
could make.
 I’ve got to tell you, getting no 
response from the gobbler was very 
disheartening.  Even though I was sure 
he was going to follow the hens up the 
hill behind me like he did yesterday, I 
was staying with my plan.
 I made another run of very light yelps.  
Again, no gobble.  “Crap”, I thought to 
myself.  Seconds later, like a scene out 
of a dinosaur movie, a huge black form 
appeared out of the fog running at full 
speed toward my jake decoy.  He really 
did look like a T-Rex in the fog.
 He sprinted up and stopped beak-
to-beak with Tommy.  The 18-yard shot 
was deadly with 1 7/8-ounces of #7’s.  
He weighed 22.5-pounds, had a 10.5-
inch beard with 1 ¼-inch spurs. Man 
was I happy.
 Many thanks to the Mihalevich 
Trio, Charlie and Kathy Connell and 
Andy Black.  Please contact Rick and 
get scheduled for your 2022 spring 
turkey hunt and/or a great fall deer 
hunt at MISSOURI HUNTING and 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES. I might 
just see you there.  Their website is 
MissouriHuntingOutfitters.com.  E-mail 

is info@missourihuntingoutfitters.com 
or call Rick at 417-860-8811.
 For regular and constant outdoor 
content Like and Follow MIKE ROUX 
OUTDOOR ENTERPRISES on 
Facebook.

Give us a call mention this ad for FREE SHIPPING*
in the Continental US through 7/31/21.
 *Free shipping available on Bubba Ropes only.
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WETLAND RESTORATION
MORE THAN JUST BIRDS AND BEES

By Jason Bleich, Katelyn Beckemeyer

 Each year, Illinois hunters purchase 
the Habitat Stamp, which provides 
dedicated funding for conservation. 
These stamp sales produce a significant 

amount of funding that goes directly toward 
habitat restoration right here in 
Illinois. But the benefits go well beyond 
the birds and the bees, especially when it 
comes to wetland restoration, as wetlands 
also benefit people in the form of water 
storage, flood retention and water quality.
Wetlands store water during large 
precipitation events and allow for a slow 
release, reducing storm-water runoff 
and erosion. According to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, there 
are roughly 225,000 properties in the 
100-year floodplain in Illinois. On paper, 
there is a 1 percent chance each year that 
these properties could be inundated 

with flooding. Unfortunately, 100-year 
flood events are becoming much more 
frequent. For instance, the small town 
of Watseka, in Iroquois County along 
the Iroquois River, has seen four 100-
year floods in the last 12 years. When 
the Iroquois River escaped its banks in 
2018, more than 100 homes suffered 
water damage, resulting in 54 homes that 
had to be elevated and another 65 homes 
that will soon be demolished.
 As river towns such as Watseka 
continue to experience more 
frequent flooding, water storage and flood 

retention will also become increasingly 
important. Slowing down water before 
it enters the rivers will help mitigate 
these flood events. Take a drive in the 
northern two-thirds of Illinois after a 
big rain event and you will see hundreds 
of wet spots in the fields. Even easier, look 
at the aerial images on Google Earth or 
other online aerial imagery. These ponded 
areas, which were historically seasonal 
wetlands, are usually hard to farm and 
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produce low crop yields.
 The potential for water storage here is 
huge! Fortunately, the process of slowing 
and retaining water is easier than one 
would think. An inexpensive water control 
structure on existing tile, minimal dirt 
work, and a little native seed is all it takes to 
restore these prairie pothole wetlands. If a 
good portion of these old pothole wetlands 
were restored, it would reduce devastating 
floods, improve water quality, and produce 
more wildlife for Illinoisans.

 Through the “Illinois Duck 
Factory,” a partnership effort between 
private landowners, Pheasants 
Forever, Ducks Unlimited, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
opportunity exists to restore these vital 
wetlands. The Illinois Duck Factory is 
a strategic, team-oriented approach to 
restore historic pothole-type wetlands, 
with a significant portion of the funds 
coming from the Habitat Stamp fund. As 
of December 2020, this partnership has 
restored 141 acres of wetlands. The 
amount of water held in these wetlands is 
at least 54,205,385 gallons. That is enough 
water to fill more than 400 average sized 
single-family homes from floor to ceiling, 
assuming an average sized family home 
of 1,800 square feet. A home of this size 
could hold approximately 108,000 gallons 
of water. In comparison, a wetland one 
acre in size and 6-inches deep, can hold 
163,350 gallons of water. That is more 
than a house full! Six inches of water 
spread across 1 acre of land also creates 
one heck of a hunting opportunity.
 As the restored wetlands age, they 
seem to get better in terms of the diversity 
of wildlife they hold. In the spring of 
2021, several of the restored wetlands 
held tundra swans, a species that had 
not used the wetlands in previous years. 
The swans were swimming next to 
canvasbacks, pintails, mallards, teal and a 
few other species of ducks. Once the ice 

melts each spring, and the temperatures 
start to get above freezing, the chorus of 
frogs is nearly deafening. What a treat 
it is to bring life back to the land while 
simultaneously providing clean water and 
water storage for everyone downstream.

 If you are interested in restoring 
wetlands, contact Jason Bleich at jason_
bleich@fws.gov to get started. 
 
 Jason Bleich is a Private Lands 
Biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in Illinois. He has worked with 
private landowners the majority of his 11-
year career in natural resources, including 
Pheasants Forever and the Ford County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. 
Originally from Illinois, Bleich has had 
the opportunity to work in multiple states, 
including Arkansas, Iowa and Missouri, 
before returning to his hometown in 
east-central Illinois. Bleich is excited to 
continue working with Illinois landowners 
and conservation partners in his new 
capacity with the USFWS Partners for 
Fish and Wildlife Program.
 Katelyn Beckemeyer is a Wetland 
Specialist for Pheasants Forever in 
Illinois. She has an extensive background 
in wetlands ecology and has worked 
in Kentucky and Arkansas. While in 
Arkansas, she earned a master’s degree 
in forest science from the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello. She looks forward 
to assisting local landowners in wetland 
restoration to help bring back the wildlife 
habitat that was here many years ago and 
the wildlife species that will benefit from it.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Project W- 147-T).
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SPRING SMALLMOUTH 
ARE UP THE CREEK
by Tom Berg

 The cold, clear water of Sugar 
Creek flowed silently by as I stepped 
into the water and slowly waded away 
from the rocky shoreline.  I was very 
surprised at how clear the water had 
become in just the past three days.  
Recent heavy rains had made most 
other creeks and rivers in the area high 
and muddy, and I was afraid Sugar 
Creek would be unfishable.  Luckily, 
I was fishing with my brother Mike 
and he fishes the creek often enough to 
know how quickly the water clears up.
 Although I was wearing waders, 
I could feel that the water was still 
very cold.  That meant the resident 
smallmouth bass would likely be 
sluggish, at least until the sun moved 
high enough in the sky to warm the 
water a bit.  I hoped there were at 
least a few active fish nearby to give 
us some action!
 Mike and I spread out and started 
working the deeper runs.  Much of the 
creek where we were fishing was only 
a foot or two deep, but towards the 
middle the depth increased to three 
or four feet.  In some spots, a rocky 
shelf dropped-off from less than a 
foot of water down to three feet or 
more.  Perfect smallmouth-holding 
water!  Both of us probed those runs 
with small plugs that resembled the 
resident minnows, but we couldn’t 
draw a strike.
 The morning air began to warm 
and wildlife activity along the creek 
picked-up.  A large school of silvery 
shiners swam past me, winding their 
way along the shoreline rocks.  As we 
slowly worked our way downstream, 
a kingfisher flew overhead and landed 
in a tree overhanging the creek.  
It wasn’t long before he stopped 
chattering and dove into the water to 
catch a minnow.  Smallmouth bass are 
usually not far behind minnows, so 
my hopes were rising!
 A pair of wood ducks also flew by, 

heading downstream until they passed 
out of sight.  Blue jays squawked in 
the distance.  Fresh turkey tracks in 
the shoreline mud told me that at least 
one wild turkey had passed this way 
earlier in the day, probably shortly 
after daybreak.  The fishing was 
starting out slow, but I was enjoying 
the outdoors.
 I decided I should get back to 
fishing.  A series of shallow rapids 
were just ahead, and I could see 
the current breaking on the rocks 
sticking out of the water nearly from 
one bank to the other.  It looked like a 
deep hole was situated just upstream 
from the rapids, and it didn’t take me 
long to find it.
 The hole was probably five feet 
deep, and the water had just enough 
color to keep me from seeing all the 
way to the bottom in the middle of 
the pool.  Hopefully a big smallmouth 
bass was finning in the current near 
the bottom.  I worked one side of the 
pool, and after several minutes Mike 
joined me and fished the other side.
 Suddenly, I felt a fish slam the 
Rapala Shadrap I was using.  I reared 
back and set the hook, and immediately 
felt the satisfying weight of an unseen 

fish.  My rod was bent 
like a wet noodle as the 
fish turned and headed 
into the current at the 
edge of the pool.  In 
a matter of seconds, a 
bronze-colored bass 
jumped and splashed 
on the surface.  After a 
short but spirited fight 
I guided him towards 

Smallmouth bass love to eat smaller fish, so using 
lures that mimic minnows and shiners is always 

a good idea.  Photo courtesy of Tom Berg.
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shore and grabbed him by the lower lip.  A 
very nice spring smallmouth bass!  Mike came 
over and snapped a photo or two, and I quickly 
released him so we could continue fishing.
 The air was getting warmer, and the fish 
suddenly turned on.  Mike was the next to hook a 
fish, and his smallmouth was only slightly smaller 
than the one I had just landed.  He was using a #2 
Mepps Aglia spinner with a black bucktail and a 
gold blade.  Even though his fish was smaller, it 
was very acrobatic and leaped clear of the water 
three times before he landed it!
 After Mike released his fish, I hooked 
another bass from the same pool.  Unfortunately, 
it quickly got away when it came to the surface 
and shook the hook.  After that, the action in that 
pool completely died.  We tried the shallower 
water on the other side of the riffle but found no 
takers there.  So, we moved farther upstream in 
search of active fish.
 At the next pool, there was a large logjam 
that looked very fishy.  A pronounced current 
seam could be seen in the middle of the creek, 
right where the logjam started.  The creek bed 
also made a slight turn to the right at that point, 
and I was sure a smallmouth would be holding 
in the current there.
 I made a short cast with the Shadrap and had 
only cranked the reel handle two or three times 
before the lure suddenly stopped.  I set the hook 

and immediately felt a good fish take off into 
the heavy current.  After two strong runs the fish 
began to tire and I brought him close to shore 
and landed him – another very nice smallmouth!
 Even before I landed my fish, Mike yelled 
that he had another fish on, too.  His fish was 
fighting harder than any that either of us had 
caught so far, so I hoped it would not get away.  
Sure enough, Mike landed it and held it up for 
me to see.  It was a real beauty – probably 16 or 
17 inches long.  Before I could tell him, I wanted 
a photo, he gently set it free.  Well, I can get 
more photos later!
 Smallmouth bass fishing can be great in 
June, but it pays to watch the water conditions 
on your local streams and rivers after heavy 
springtime rains.  With a little advance planning 
and scouting, you can almost always find a place 
to fish.  We were fishing Sugar Creek in Indiana, 
which is a tributary to the mighty Wabash River.  
On the Illinois side, Vermilion Creek also feeds 
the Wabash, and it has a very nice smallmouth 
bass population as well.  There are plenty of 
other places to try, too.
 So, get out there this month and try your 
luck with the hard-fighting smallmouth bass.  
They are a lot of fun to catch, and you always 
have a good chance of landing a bragging-size 
fish.  You might even catch the largest bass of 
your life!

The author lifts a fine smallmouth bass that he caught from Sugar 
Creek.  The fish was quickly released.  Photo courtesy of Tom Berg.
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By Reagan Smith

 Hello again, friends. I hope May 
treated you as well at it did me and 
that the month of June will be just as 
splendid. This last month was super 
busy for me.  I had trips almost every 
single day and sometimes, twice a 
day. But catching fish on a cork and jig 
never gets old!  I redid landscaping on 
two days off in the front of our house, 
I had my 8-year anniversary with my 
beautiful wife and went fishing on 
Lake Erie on two chartered walleye 
trips with some buddies to celebrate 
my 30th birthday! I also helped out 
with a charity tournament on Lake 
Springfield that I will be able to talk 
more about next month. As old as I 
get, I can always enjoy fishing under 
a cork.  A lot of other techniques are 
great, but every spring I get excited 
knowing that I am going to be 
popping a cork and watch it slowly 
disappear. June however is the month 
I jump over to Lake Springfield for 
the rest of the year.
 June is fun, as I will continue to 
target crappie under docks, around 
bridges, etc. Fishing is my career, 

crappie and white bass are my 
passion and dock shooting crappie is 
one of my biggest passions!  I love 
fishing multiple ways, but crappie 
fishing while shooting docks is 
second to none and in my opinion, 
one of the best ways to target fish 
that you cannot usually get to - say 
25 feet behind the front of a dock.  
Dock shooting is where you grab 
your jig head, bend the rod in half, 
and let go of the line to shoot under 
a dock or into a tight space.  Dock 
shooting is challenging but well 
worth it when you catch a monster 
stud of a crappie.  Some docks 
have no fish, some have two fish 
under them or around them, and 
some have 100s of fish.  Depending 
on your mood, which docks you 
target will change daily.  If I am 
going for dinner, I concentrate on 
docks with say maybe 20 fish on 
them, knowing that a few will be 
keepers.  Tourney fishing, you target 
the individual bigger fish that own 
the dock they live under, then when 
you have families and friends or 
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kids out on the boat you target the 
docks that have the most fish for 
constant action!  Dock shooting is 
my absolute favorite way to fish.  
I use the technique not even under 
docks, but to get into areas that are 
tight while using just a jig or a jig 
and bobber. 
 Now onto what to expect while 
fishing in June on Lake Springfield. 
June is a fantastic month to target 
both crappie and white bass in the 
same day and I know a lot of guys 
are catching some nice cats as well 
right now.  I am known as a crappie 
fisherman, but my addiction lies in 
the white bass. When I am able to 

target crappie easily enough with 
customers and white bass in the same 
day my whole day is filled with joy 
and feels complete.  A great day 
includes dock shooting crappie first 
and then chasing white bass with 
blade baits – these fish just got done 
spawning so they are looking to eat 
and are moving all over the place, but 
when you find a school of those bad 
boys it will about wear your shoulder 
out! This time of year, I target deeper 
docks next to creek or river channels 
where the crappie are done spawning 
and can relax and eat shad under the 
shade of the docks before they start 
swimming around in the channels in 
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the warmer months.  Then where I 
am targeting the white bass is usually 
windblown rocky points or flats in 
the lake.  Using a ¼ ounce blade bait 
and or a blue fox spinner, 1/8th ounce 
jig head with a 1.5” Charlie Brewer 
Slider Grub attached.  
 After June, I will continue to 
chase down white and yellow bass 
using the same methods: blade baits, 
small spinners, maybe some under 
spins as well.  White bass fight like 
crazy because of their torpedo shape 
and aggressiveness.  They are in the 
same family as a striper or striped 
bass, and they don’t come in easy.  
I tell everyone that wants to get 
their kiddos out that they need to 
try white bass fishingmand usually 

everyone who has done it is not 
disappointed in the action and the 
workout it takes throughout the day 
to get those little fighters in the boat.  
White bass is one of those fish that 
you begin to enjoy after you catch 
them over and over and over. The 
small 10” fish fight hard and then 
you might get a 16-18” white bass 
and it continues to go on throughout 
the day and all you can think about 
is I hope I can keep the rod in my 
hand when they hit.  I love these fish 
for the fight they give and the smiles 
they bring to people’s faces. I will 
say they are quite sharp to the touch 
and annoy me in that aspect, but 
other than that I cannot complain 
about them.  I think they taste pretty 

good if cleaned correctly!  They are 
not as good as a bluegill or crappie 
or walleye, but they are however 
delicious and in catching so many 
of them it makes for a great fish to 
have at a bigger fish fry with a lot 
of people.  My wife and I love to 
bake it multiple ways, grill it on the 
blackstone, blackened sometimes 
and as always, the best way – fried!  
If you want to get out and chase 
some white bass this summer, make 
some memories on the water with 
family and friends or introduce a kid 
to fishing I would highly recommend 
white bass fishing. As always, I’m at 
centralilcrappieguide.com and 309-
642-8106! 
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6 MODEST FRONT-YARD UPDATES 
HOME SELLERS SHOULD NEVER FORGET
 Home sellers know that a tidy, tasteful 
home will catch any buyer’s eye. That’s 
why many people put effort into fixing 
up—and even staging—the interior of 
their home before putting it on the market 
and hosting open houses.
 But did you know that an unkempt 
exterior could deter potential buyers from 
even setting foot in the door? That’s right. A 
shoddy-looking front yard could undermine 
all that hard work you put into beautifying 
the inside of your home, and that could 
jeopardize your chances of selling.
 “You only get one chance to make 
a first impression, and it happens when 
a potential buyer sees the exterior of 
your home,” says Kate Rumson, interior 
designer. “We all tend to form opinions in 

the first few seconds of seeing a home for 
the first time—make those seconds count!”
 Don’t let your home’s exterior fall 
to the wayside. Whether your front yard 
is in need of a few tweaks or a full face-
lift, the following tips will help boost 
your home’s curb appeal and make sure 
everything matches.

1. Replace your garage door
 Garage doors tend to be large, so 
they’re a major architectural element of 
your home. Replacing one can be costly, 
but this one upgrade could help sell your 
house faster.
 According to Remodeling magazine’s 
annual Cost vs. Value report, garage door 
replacement has consistently topped the 

list of remodeling projects that give you the 
biggest return on investment. In fact, this 
year’s report found that by replacing your 
garage door, you could recoup 94.5% of 
the cost when you sell your home.
 “Old or damaged garage doors will 
make a house feel dated and not cared for. 
If your garage doors are in poor condition, 
replace them,” says Rumson. “Don’t let 
potential buyers think that the damaged 
garage doors represent the rest of your 
home’s condition.”
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More Service.
More Sales.

Each office independently 
owned and operated

150 S Main St.
Morton, IL 61550

By Ana Durrani

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Find & Like us on Facebook!

Land, Real Estate, Household,
Machinery, Tools & MORE!

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

Mike O’Bryan 
(309) 635-8901

3622 N. Knoxville 
Peoria, IL 61603

The Most Marketing for Your Property!

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

H  

2020  
Top RE/MAX St. Louis  
Commercial Agent 
RE/MAX Top 100  

Commercial Agents 
#41 in the USA 
#99 Worldwide 

H  
30+ Years Experience 

H   
RE/MAX Hall of Fame 

H

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

1520 Coal Road 
Oneida, IL • $1,750,000

Investment &  
depreciation  

opportunity. 96.7 acre 
hog confinement  
facility. Multiple  

buildings include 
1,500,000 gallon  

slurrystore. Currently  
in operation. (Services 
provided by owner for 

3rd party).

O-Bryan_June 21_ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/18/21  3:43 PM  Page 1

 As for the cost, garage door 
replacement can range from $600 to 
$2,750, according to HomeAdvisor.

2. Do a front door audit
 The first thing potential buyers see as 
they walk up to your home is your front 
door. The door can give house hunters a 
hint of your design sense and what decor 

301 N. TOEPFER ST., 
TREMONT, IL 61568

$151,500
Hard to find in Tremont! A 1248 
sq ft 3-Bedroom/1.5 Bath, all-
brick ranch with full basement and 
attached 2-stall garage! Main level 
has been updated. Large kitchen. 
Middle bedroom has wide door for 
wheelchair access. Nice back yard; 
corner lot. Sun porch on back with 
small patio. No known issues but 
priced to sell as-is.

143 WINGATE DR., 
TREMONT, IL 61568

$197,500
Priced just below appraised value. 
This is your opportunity to live in the 
55+ senior living Wingate condos 
in Tremont! This is a freestanding 
2-bedroom/3-full bath condo with a 
finished basement. Finish a wall and 
add a closet to convert the hobby 
room into a 3rd bedroom. Master 
bedroom has an 11’9” x 6’7” walk-
in closet. Oversized garage allows 
for even more storage! Garage 
has a gas wall heater. 4 egress 
windows in the lower level! HOA 
includes lawn maintenance, front 
landscaping, and snow removal, 
including sidewalks.

bruev/Getty Images
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BRAD BELSER
(309) 231-1449

brad@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

ROSS FOGLE
(309) 310-7958

Ross@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777

jim@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

TRAVIS DEPPE
(217) 891-2131

Travis@ilfarmandrecland.com
ilfarmandrecland.com

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

FOR ALL YOUR FARM AND RECREATIONAL 
LAND BUYING/SELLING NEEDS

THE CURRENT LAND
MARKET IS

HOT! 
 

WE HAVE BUYERS FOR
YOUR PROPERTY! 

 
THE LAND SPECIALISTS AT 

ILLINOIS FARM AND REC LAND 
ARE HERE TO HELP

LEAD THE WAY 
FOR YOU 

IN ALL YOUR 
BUYING/SELLING NEEDS !

window frames with new, stylish black 
window frames.
 “Black window frames will boost 
your home’s curb appeal, make your 
home more unique, and create a great 
contrast with the rest of your interiors,” 
says Roberts. “Because black windows 
make such a statement, they don’t always 
need shades, blinds, or curtains, offering 
an opportunity for you to sidestep what 
can be an occasionally costly investment.”

5. Refresh your landscape
 The American Society of Landscape 
Architects recommends that homeowners 
invest 10% of a home’s value in 
landscaping. A well-manicured front yard 
can be eye candy to potential buyers.
 Professional landscaping can be 
pricey, but we’re not suggesting a full 
foliage overhaul. Simply take a few hours 
on a weekend to freshen up your existing 
landscaping with plants and fresh mulch.
 Over 75% of top real estate agents 
nationwide say that well-landscaped 
homes are worth anywhere from 1% 
to 10% more than homes without 
landscaping, according to research at 
HomeLight.

6. Install outdoor lighting

 “Outdoor lighting is important for 
safety, but it can also significantly improve 
the curb appeal of a home,” says Rumson.
 There are a variety of outdoor lighting 
options, from decorative lighting (like 
sconces by your front door) to landscape 
lighting (to illuminate the pathway to 
your porch).
 “It’s an easy update,” says Rumson. 
“You will find many beautiful options and 
styles at your local home improvement 
store.”
 Light up your home’s exterior walkway 
with a set of 10 solar-powered, black LED 
outdoor lights ($79.97, Home Depot) or a 
lantern sconce ($59.97, Home Depot).

Anayat Durrani is a freelance education 
reporter for U.S. News and World Report. 
Her work has been featured in Military 
Officer, California Lawyer, the American 
Scholar, and PracticeLink magazines.

delights await them on the other side.
 Ted Roberts, chief style and design 
expert at Schlage, says to consider the 
color and materials of both the inside and 
outside of your door. He says the hardware 
on a door is also important to the overall 
aesthetic and that door hardware should 
be updated to create a unified statement 
throughout your property.
 “Updating your front door can do 
wonders for your security and style. If 
your door hardware is showing signs of 
age, this fall could be the perfect time 
to upgrade to a new handle set and an 
electronic lock that adds smart, keyless 
convenience,” says Roberts.

3. Complement your colors
 Choosing the right colors for the 
inside of your home takes careful thought 
and consideration. But no matter what 
paint you choose, make sure the palette 
transitions smoothly from exterior to 
interior.
 “Interior and exterior colors 
don’t have to match, but they need to 
complement one another,” says Rumson. 
For example, a traditional forest-green 
exterior trim looks great when paired with 
navy blue, tan, or blush interiors.
 “Make sure that the colors of your 
exterior accurately represent what buyers 
should expect to see on the inside,” 
Rumson adds.

4. Consider new window frames

 Installing new window frames will 
create the appearance of brand-new 
windows, and is a quick and inexpensive 
way to make your home look newer and 
more attractive to buyers, says Rumson.
 Consider updating your outdated 

 Photo by Gatling Design

Photo by Spivey Architects, Inc.

Photo by Solid Renovations
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Gaye Lynn Green
Designated Managing Broker/Realtor®

Morton Office: 105 W. Adams St., Morton, IL 61550
Tremont Office: 22200 State Rt. 9, Tremont, IL 61568

WEB: www.gayelynngreen.sunflowerhomes.info.com
EMAIL: gayelynngreen@gmail.com • CELL: 309.657.1774

Allan Green: Realtor (309) 657-7551

SELLERS’ MARKET, BEST TIME TO SELL! INVENTORY IS EXTREMELY LOW! CALL US TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY TODAY!

312 Monterey, Washington, IL
$127,900

6 Scarborough, Mackinaw, IL
$22,500

110 E. 2nd Ave, Deer Creek, IL
$135,000

310 W. Olive, Minier, IL
$135,000

502 NE Jefferson, Peoria, IL
$160,000

NE Adams St., Peoria, IL 61602
$269,900

107 W. 10th Street, Gridley, IL
$159,900

308 N. Hannibal, Tremont, IL
$200,000

301 E. Edgewood, Morton, IL
$69,900

14104 14th , Pekin, IL
$199,900

PENDING PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

NEW LISTING

PENDING

NEW LISTING

PENDING

NEW LISTING

6 HOME UPGRADES BUYERS 
WANT IN THE COVID-19 ERA
By Lauren Sieben

 If you imagined 2020 was the 
year you would finally list your house 
for sale, you may have hit the brakes 
on those plans when the coronavirus 
pandemic arrived.
 But now, over a year later—
with vaccines rolling out and cities 
beginning to reopen—the real estate 
market is again heating up with buyers 
eager to upgrade to a new home.
So stop putting it off: Now is the time 
to step on the gas in preparing your 
home to sell. We talked with experts 
to learn which home improvements 
will hit the right note with buyers 
beyond the pandemic.

1. Upgrade your outdoor space
 Most of us are suffering from an 
acute case of cabin fever these days. 
It’s little wonder that outdoor space 
has become more important than ever 
to prospective buyers.

 “Even pools are becoming more 
popular in areas where they weren’t 
before,” says Bill Walker, chief 
operating officer of Kukun, a web 
resource for home improvements.
 That doesn’t mean you need to 
splurge on a new in-ground pool; even 
a minor landscaping refresh can make 
a big difference and increase curb 
appeal. Depending on your budget 
and your neighborhood, you might 
also consider adding an in-ground fire 

pit or outdoor kitchen to maximize 
your outdoor space.
 If you live in a cooler climate, 
extending the usability of your outdoor 
space will be a big draw for buyers.
 “Get a low-cost outdoor heater 
and area rug to stage the space as an 
outdoor living room,” says Francie 
Malina, a real estate agent in New 
York’s Westchester County.

2. Create a functional home office 
or classroom

 Many workers aren’t heading back 
to the office until later this year—if at 
all. That means home office space is at 
a premium.
 “People need a dedicated space 
for multiple people to be able to 
be on calls at the same time,” says 
Walker, who currently works at home 
alongside his wife. “It definitely 
creates challenges when we all need 
to be on calls and need space to work.
 Even if you don’t need two home 
offices or a remote learning station 
for your own family, consider staging 
your home to show the possibilities 
for buyers.
 “Staging a guest bedroom as a 
home office or classroom is a good 
idea,” says Walker, who points out 
that most of us host guests in our 
guest rooms for less than a month per 
year. “The potential buyer can see the 
room being used in a versatile way 
and visualize it for themselves.”

3. Add separation of space
 Open floor plans are so 2019.
 “Open floor plans are losing a bit 
of luster,” Malina says. “Homeowners 
are looking for distinct spaces for 

Photo by Paradise Restored 
Landscaping & Exterior Design

Photo by mercer Interior
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Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated

Managing Broker
Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., 
Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573

Office: 309-343-1186

 334 N. Knox St., Onieda - $99,900
MLS# CA1001721

3-5BR 2BA historic home with gingerbread trim, 
batten board siding, Purington brick fireplace, 
parlor, floor to ceiling bookshelf and machine 

shed/garage with additional loft storage.

1127 Knox Rd 2400 N., Oneida, IL 61467
$499,000

MLS #CA999771
One of a kind investment opportunity 

available now! Oneida Senior Living is fully
 rented and ready to bring you a profit! Locally 

built in 2008! 4 total units all offering 2 BR.

1875 Knox Rd 900 E., Galesburg, IL 61401
$950,000

MLS # CA1001474
Phenomenal property offering many outbuildings 

and an impressive home providing over 7000 
square feet of living space with 5BR and 4BA! 

A multitude of possibilities here!

704 Main St. • Macon, MO
660-385-2516

www.LolliBros.com

ALTERNATIVE 
LIVESTOCK & 

TAXIDERMY 
AUCTION

JULY 7-8-9
LARGEST SALE OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD!

2 HUGE SALE RINGS!
Wed. 8th 9am: Pink Tag Taxidermy Auction
 (Sale Ring) Nursery
 Llama and Alpaca following Nursery
 Ratites following Llama and Alpaca

Thurs. 9th 9am: Blue Tag Taxidermy Auction, 
 Bison Sale, Cattle to follow Bison

Fri. 10th   9am: Special Elk Sale, Reindeer 
 and all other Deer, Camel, Zebra 
 Sale following Elk, Miniature Horses
 African Hoofstock Sale following 
 Mini Horses, Sheep & Goat Sale 
 following African Hoofstock
 Miniature & Standard Donkeys

EAST FORK GUNS & COLLECTIBLES CO. 
“OLD WEST SHOW & AUCTION

AUGUST 20-21, 2021
Selling Antiques, Collectibles, Historical Artifacts, 

Antique Sporting Goods, Collectible Firearms and Old West Memorabilia.

family members to work or study.”
 If your space isn’t well-
segmented, you may want to create 
separate spaces by adding barn doors 
or pocket doors—or even room 
dividers for a quick and easy solution.
 Having distinct rooms helps to 
minimize volume from other people’s 
activities, and can also create a different 
feeling in each part of the house.
 “As people are spending more 
time at home, they want room and 
different environments to not feel 
stuck inside,” Walker says.

4. Add space for a home gym

 Many people were forbidden 
from the gym during the pandemic, 
forced to work up a sweat from home 

to minimize risks of coronavirus 
transmission. That means people 
are looking for space to house gym 
equipment, from yoga mats to 
treadmills and stationary bikes.
 Your home may not have the space 
for a fully equipped home gym, but 
you can still carve out a corner where 
home buyers will be able to picture 
their future at-home HIIT workouts or 
yoga flows.

5. Give your in-law suite a makeover
 If you have a guest house, this 
can be an attractive feature for buyers 
right now—especially those with 
multigenerational households, or 
people looking for a potential source 
of rental income.
 “With people bringing elderly 
family members home, [additional 
dwelling units] are a good option, 
especially if there is a kitchen and 
bathroom,” Walker says. “Even if this 
space isn’t used for personal reasons, 
it can be an investment property.”

6. Spruce up the laundry room
 Concerns about cleanliness and 
hygiene have been at an all-time high 

during the pandemic, which means 
“laundry rooms are more important 
than pre-COVID,” Malina says.
 People are doing laundry more 
often after running errands, and many 
of us have become more diligent about 
washing our bed linens. Plus, who 
couldn’t use more room for ironing, 
folding, and hang-drying clothes?
 “Having a dedicated space to do 
laundry is a wonderful luxury, and 
buyers often want the space to be 
beautiful like the rest of their homes,” 
Malina says.
 Lauren Sieben is a writer in 
Milwaukee. Her work has appeared 
in the Guardian, Washington Post, 
Milwaukee Magazine, and other 
outlets. Follow @laurensiebe

Photo by ColleenRoach

Photo by Plain and Posh

Ashley Bishop and his grandson Ryan 
Bishop with this monster killed

on 10/31/2020 in Mason County Illinois. 
Thanks so Arrissa Bishop for sharing

this photo with ASO Magazine.
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LAKE MILLE LACS
WORLD-CLASS SMALLMOUTH

18” - 21” ARE COMMON!
Huge Northern, Big Walleye & Record Muskies!

Located on Lake Mille Lacs this world famous lake features some of the best Walleye, Jumbo Perch, Bass, Northern and Muskie fishing 
available today. Whether it’s open water fishing on our Spacious 4-hour Fishing Launches in the Summer or a Private Launch fishing event, 
a good time will be had by all. Lake Mille Lacs is Minnesota’s second largest lake covering 132,000 acres with over 80 miles of shoreline.

EAT, SLEEP & FISH PACKAGE:
ONLY $139!

(Per Person, Double Occupancy)

Sunday - Thursday
2-Launch Fishing Trips, Lodging at Resort,

Breakfast & Dinner!

320.692.4413 • 800.450.4682
Check out the webcam & photos on the website!

www.TwinPinesMilleLacs.com

Twin Pines is just south of 
Garrison on Hwy 169 
overlooking St. Alban’s Bay 
on Mille Lacs’ 
magnificent Westside!

DEVILS LAKE 45TH ANNUAL CHAMBER 
WALLEYE TOURNAMENT DESIGNED FOR 
FAMILY, FUN & FISH

 It’s on!  It’s live!  It’s in 
person!  It’s the 45th Annual Devils 
Lake Chamber of Commerce Walleye 
Tournament.  The two-day 125-
boat community event combines 
homecoming and fun with a serious 
competition.
 Teams fish Friday and Saturday, 
June 25 - 26 for the $6,500 guaranteed 
first prize.  Cash payout is more 
than 100-percent of team entry 
fees; dozens of valuable prizes and 
cash have also been donated by 
local merchants.  Sunday, June 27 
is reserved if weather shuts down a 
tournament day.
 Johnnie Candle, tournament 
director, said, “It was not an easy 

decision to cancel this prestigious 
event last year, but everybody is 
fired up to get back together.”  The 
tournament is only for walleyes 
this year.  Prize money previously 
designated for other species will be 
added to the purse.
 Carley and Spencer Deutz, 
Fargo, claimed first-place in 2019 
with 50 pounds.  This will be 
their fifth Chamber tournament 
together.  He started fishing the 
Chamber tournament in sixth grade 
with his dad.  “We had no clue, and 
wondered how all the other teams 
could catch so many walleyes.  With 
time and persistence, things came 
together.  Now, I fish several major 
walleye tournaments annually.”
 The Deutz family has a camper 
on Devils Lake where they spend 
many days on the water.  With a 

family that includes 3-year old and 
7-month old future fishermen, his 
time at home is more important than 
in the boat.  For their win, the couple 
fished standing/flooded timber with 
slip-bobbers.  Hooks were baited with 
leeches.
 Spencer chuckled when he related 
the family nature of the Devils Lake 
Chamber tournament.  He had to 
wake his wife to net the final fish on 
day two to secure their victory.  “I 
expect really good fishing this year,” 
he said.  He will also conduct a free 
youth fishing seminar after Saturday’s 
weigh-in at Grahams Island State 
Park with rods and reels for the first 
50 kids.  He conducts more than 10 
youth seminars each year. 
 The largest walleye each day is 
worth $500 from Proz End of the Line 
and Proz Lakeside.  The second largest 

daily walleye earns $250 from NDTC 
and Horizon Financial Bank.  Blue 
Sky Realty and Ironhide Equipment 
reward the third largest walleye with 
$250 daily.  The biggest walleye will 
be mounted free-of-charge by Pooh’s 
Taxidermy.
 Farmer’s Union Oil and Jerome 
Wholesale provide plaques to top 
teams.  State Farm Insurance – Kevin 
Vistad honors the mixed couples top 
team with $250.  Klemetsrud Plumbing 
and Heating pays $250 to the team 
with the largest one-day catch.  The 
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803 W. Pioneer Parkway • Peoria, IL 61615
Cell 309-657-8182

bmonge@maloofrealty.com
www.brianmonge.com

17532 N. RIVER ROAD, CHILLICOTHE, IL 61523 - $159,900
Welcome home to this one family-owned raised ranch with AMAZING river views!! 

Amenities include; maintenance free vinyl siding and partial brick exterior, front and rear 
composite decking, large rear patio, attached garage(s), grand 2 story entry/foyer, very open 

living room/kitchen design with double and triple sliders leading to the rear deck overlooking 
the beach and river, fully appliance kitchen, split bedroom floor plan, 3 bedrooms, main 

floor laundry(washer & dryer included), 2 full baths on the main level, semi-finished lower 
level offers another full bath-large family/rec room-sliders to rear patio and beach-storage 

area-garage access, replacement windows, gutters w/gutter helmets 2013, roof  new in 
2011, well pump & water softener 2013, new water heater 2020, hi-eff. gas furnace, 

walking distance to parks/pool/tennis court, and the list goes on! 
This home is a definite must see but hurry, it won’t last long!

148 RUE VUE DU LAC, EAST PEORIA, IL 61611- $595,000
STUNNING brick and stone ranch home nested on 15 private acres with the best river 
views in Central Illinois! Amenities include circular driveway, side entry 3 car garage, brick 
patio, loads of  windows to enjoy the amazing river and city views, very open great room 

with hardwood flooring and stone fireplace, eat-in kitchen with all new stainless steel 
appliances, formal dining room has hardwood flooring and crown molding, 4 main floor 
bedrooms (one currently being used as an office with hardwood flooring), huge finished 

basement offers a large family room-wet bar-game area-additional bedroom/office, 
approximately 4,500 finished sq.ft.! This amazing home and setting is a definite must see!!

135 FAWN HAVE, EAST PEORIA, IL 61611- $449,000
Beautiful all brick custom built 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath ranch in sought after Illini Heights. 
Amenities include; large corner lot, side entry garage, detailed brick designs and arches, 

covered porch, very open entry foyer, hardwood flooring throughout entry-kitchen-dining-
hallway, amazing 2 story great room with brick fireplace to the ceiling, spacious kitchen 
has a massive island-granite tops-tile backsplash-newer appliances-plenty of  cabinets, 

luxurious master suite features a tray ceiling-walk-in closet-completely remodeled bathroom 
with walk-in tile shower-separate quartz topped vanities, main floor laundry, full finished 

walk-out basement has a huge family room with 2nd fireplace-4th bedroom-full bathroom, 
6 panel oak doors, extensive wood moldings, recent updates include; roof  2017, deck 2017, 
water heater 2019, hi-eff. furnace 2020, plus so much more! Top quality throughout, over 

4,000 finished sq.ft. This home is a must see!

$500 Hot Seat Slumberland Furniture 
award goes to the person who guesses 
closest to the winning weight.  Enter 
at Slumberland; don’t have to be a 
contestant to enter a guess.  Blake’s 
Marine Power-Up award is worth 
$400 to the team advancing the most 
places from day one to day two.  Sleep 
Inn and Suites honors the “Sleeper” 
team (dropped the most places from 
day one to day two) with two nights 
free lodging.  The seventh-place 
team earns a $100 bonus from Real 
Estate 7.  The 41st place team wins 
a scholarship and goodies from Lake 
Region State College.
 If the 125-boat field is full by June 
17, an additional $1,500 will be added 
to the purse by Devils Lake Chamber 
and Tourism.  Local sponsors Scheels, 
Devils Lake Tourism, Ottertail 
Power, Moore Engineering, Newby’s 
Ace Hardware, Lakes Liquor, CHI 
St. Alexius Hospital Devils Lake, 
RadioWorks, Sunshine Clinic, 
Nikolaisen Land Company, Old Main 

Street Café, Ramsey National Bank, 
and Gerrells Sports Center have added 
$8,500 to the prize purse.  In early 
May, the tournament was 60 percent 
full.  Entry forms are on the Devils 
Lake Chamber website.  
 Team lunches are provided by 
CoJack Snack and Pack, Leevers 
Foods, Farmers Union Oil, 
Grubbersputz, Walmart and Schwan 
Wholesale.  Lake Region RadioWorks 
will live-stream weigh-in ceremonies.
 Go to devilslakend.com for the 
latest information about the Devils 
Lake walleye tournament, car shows, 
fairs, parades, shopping, resorts, 
camping, birding, hiking, casino and 
more.  Maps of launch site locations 
with fish cleaning stations, fishing 
piers for handicapped, trusted guide 
services, and fishing reports are 
updated often. Check times/dates 
for the special Facebook on-water 
live-streamed Johnnie Candle fishing 
seminars.

Adam Elsner, his sons Eli and Easton with a 4 pound channel 
catfish they caught in a private lake.  Fulton county, Il. Thanks to 
Kelly Lascelles for sharing this great photo with ASO Magazine.
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BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries

NEW BAI/ILLINOIS YOUTH 
RECORD DRUM!
 The BAI congratulates Maximus 
Alread for setting a new BAI Illinois 
Youth Record for Freshwater drum! 
The drum weighed in at 11.99lbs, 
was 32.5 inches long and had a 
girth of 24.25. Maximus lives in 
Metamora and the fish was taken on 
Clinton Lake. 
 While the state does not recognize 
youth records the BAI records and 

holds state records for all kids under 
16 years old. Each record will breaker 
recurves a framed award, BAI decal 
and BAI hat! Record fish must be 
weighed in the presence of a BAI 
Officer or state biologist and sent to 
baibowfishing@yahoo.com. 
 The BAI also offered first fish 
awards to all who take their first fish 
by bow. See all we have to offer on 
our Facebook pages or email us at the 
above email address.

INNERLOC INVASIVE 
NUMBERS UPDATE
 Our first month of the BAI’S 

Innerloc Invasive Numbers 
Competition is in the books! Phillip 
Albert won the overall numbers 
contest and also takes the common 
carp numbers title. Ed DeVries takes 
the grass carp numbers title for 
the month and no silver carp were 
harvested. Each species winner 
wins an Innerloc grappler arrow! 
Congrats to all who took part and 
it’s on to May!

FLOOD WATER GRASS CARP
 The heavy May rains resulted in 
hundreds of grass carp being removed 
from our rivers thanks to BAI 
members! Bowfishers look to flooded 
grass areas when the waters rise to 
find hungry grass carp who search 

out the newly accessible food source. 
There is nothing more exciting than 
arrowing a big grassy in less than foot 
of water!

GRASS CARP & POTATO AU 
GRATIN
 This one takes a bit of work but 
is an excellent way to utilize your 
grass or silver carp. Peel, cube and 
boil 4 potatoes for about 20 minutes 
then drain. Add some Cayenne and 5 
tablespoons of butter and mash. 
 In a 9in skillet melt 2 tablespoons 
butter and saute about 2 tablespoons 
finely chopped onion till it just starts 
to clear. Add a pinch of salt some 
Cayenne, tablespoon of lemon juice 
and a cup of half and half. Simmer 

WILL SULLIVAN
AUCTION CO.

Specializing
Exclusively In

Firearms
Next Auction  
June 26, 2021

Start Bidding Now At:
WILLSULLIVANAUCTION.COM

NIETFELD ESTATE AUCTION REAL 
ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY

LLC
AUCTIONS

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

SATURDAY JUNE 26, 2021 AT 9 A.M.
Auction Location: Auction Location: 6210 Springfield Rd. Delavan, IL 61734

S&K Auctions LLC. Real Estate Auctioneer: Cal Kaufman
7526 Old State Rt. 121, Hopedale IL (Exit #19 off I-155)

Cal Kaufman 309-696-9019 • Brent Schmidgall 309-202-8378
SEE Details at: www.brentschmidgallauction.com 

or www.topauctions24-7.com
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then add about a pound of boneless 
grass or silver carp cut into 2in chunks. 
Simmer the fish, then turn and simmer 
for another minute. Remove from heat.
 Grease individual casserole pans as 
seen or one big one with butter. Fill with 
the mashed potatoes. Place fish on top 
and a bit of the sauce. Return sauce to 
heat, add a half tablespoon of dry dill 
and simmer till it thickens, then cover 
the fish and potato. Add some parmesan 
and cook for about 20 min in a 400° 
over till it browns a bit. Then eat!!
 Again, grass and silver carp 604 ROYAL COURT, CANTON, IL 61520

$94,500
3-bedroom ranch with 2 baths and 2 car garage 

on corner lot. Nice deck and patio door to kitchen. 
Seller going to leave handicap ramp. Kitchen has lots 
of cabinets and is eat in. Laundry room on main floor. 

Formal dining and living room all open.

1163 E. CHESTNUT, CANTON, IL 61520
$94,500

3-bedroom home and 1 1/2 baths. Kitchen has lots of 
cabinets and open to newer dining area with patio door. 

2-2 car garages. Garage is 21x25. 24x28 is the newer garage 
and is heated with ac. Also has furnace 220. Driveway goes 
from east chestnut to alley. Can come in thru alley. Fenced 

yard. Furnace & central air in 2004. Siding, roof, & 
electrical in 2005. Newer roof on addition in 2009.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

are excellent fish on the table. They 
have nothing in common with strong 
tasting common carp and have no 
consumption warnings or advisories. 
If you enjoy Cod, you will love grass 
carp so give them a try and save 
money on your food bill!
 That’s it for this month. Again, we 
encourage you to contact us with any 
questions regarding bowfishing either 
thru or Facebook pages or our email. 
And if your not into Facebook send 
an email and we will add you to our 
monthly E Newsletter list. It’s all free! 



98 Adventure Sports Outdoors | June 2021

 If you spend time in the Outdoors, 
chances are at some point you may 
encounter Timberwolves. Here are several 
of mine.
 My parents, Betsy and Don Gapen, 
operated Chalet Bungalow Lodge on 
the Nipigon River which runs into Lake 
Superior on the north end. Father and I had 
been hunting ducks, gathering winter meat. 
This would supplement a diet of moose 
meat and beaver.
 It was always my job during those 
years to harvest a yearling bull or a 2-year-
old dry cow moose for winter food. Beaver 
meat, which tastes a lot like pork, was 
collected by my trapline or our native 
guides’ trapping. Goose and duck meat 
were saved for holidays like Christmas and 
Easter.
 I was 15 years old at the time of this 

incident. We came upon a large wolf pack 
at the landing on a lake called Rice Lake. 
This Lake wasn’t just a good Pike lake but 
a stopover in the fall for migrating ducks. 
The west end of the lake hosted a huge 
field of wild rice, thus a natural stopping 
point for waterfowl. 
 As Dad and I approached the 
landing where we’d leave the canoe on a 
homemade boat rack, the pack stood lined 
up watching us. They seemed rather bold, 
all 10 of them. Not until we were 100 feet 
from shore did they back off.
 My question to Father was natural. His 
answer was “Son, don’t worry, wolves are 
usually kind of a ‘bluffer’. There’s nothing 
to worry about.” Loading our packsacks 
with the 20 Bluebills and Mallards we had 
shot, we headed up to the railroad tracks 
for the 2 ½ - mile walk to where our vehicle 

was parked. 
 As we walked, the pack followed, 
making their presence known by short 
howls around us. A VERY EERIE 
FEELING took over. 
 Later, old Michele Daba told me it 
was probably the blood dripping from our 
packs that caused them to follow us. At the 
time, Dad and I hadn’t realized any leakage 
was going on. As we reached the tracks, 
wolves surrounded us in front and behind 
as we moved on. Did the railroad tracks 
halt their persistent stalk? No! All the way 
down the tracks they followed. Only when 
we got a quarter mile of our truck did they 
stop. 
 All through this experience Dad’s 
words kept me going. But at the end, even 
he admitted it was unnerving! 

Now, The Percy Lake wolf story….
 A moaning call downriver, then a 
sharp, short howl!
 The Percy Lake pack was on the move.
 Next, the plodding steps of someone 
large as they passed our cabin…….
possibly a victim.
 The Percy Lake pack was now on the 
hunt!
 Next, the soft muffled footsteps, 
crunching leaves and snapping twigs 
accompanied by panting sounds and the 
swishing of fur against brush as the sound 
passed within feet…..then silence.
 The two of us held our breath.
 “Dan, what was all of that?”  came 
Anne’s voice quietly.  
 I held my breath, attempting to hear 
more evidence to our north.
 “Anne, I believe we just heard the 
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pack of wolves running that mother moose 
and her calf we saw down at the narrows 
as they crossed the river. Maybe the pack 
finally caught up with them and have them 
on the run.
 Having such an experience leaves a 
person wide awake.  Time to add wood to 
the stove and light a gas lantern.
 Then more howling and a number 
of yips close to the north of our cabin.  
It sounded like the pack and the mother 
moose were coming to blows. Growling 
and yipping continued for five minutes or 
so, then several long howls.
 “Dan, it sounds like they’re just back 
of the outhouse,” my partner said as she 
checked the door and instantly retreated to 
her sleeping bag.  Unknown to me Anne 
had loaded her shotgun.
 “Probably not that close…….more 
like two or three blocks.”  I answered the 
question. “We’ll check the battle grounds 
in the morning.”
 “You can check the battle grounds!”  
Came Anne’s muffled voice from within 
her sleeping bag.
 Neither of us got much sleep that 
night due to the short squabbles and yips 
back at the spot where moose and wolves 
joined together.  Finally as the sun began 
its eastern rise we fell asleep.  The sun 
was full up, 9 am, before we slid from our 
sleeping bags.  Smudgy, the Black Lab, 
already up and ready to go, had abandoned 
us earlier under a bunk bed at  the first 
howl. Smudgy, for reasons I could never 
figure out, always was deathly frightened 
by howling wolves or even coyote calls.

The Harrogate Lake close call
 My other black lab, Wapsi, when 
hearing wolf howls or coyote calls, was 
always ready to fight.  She’d always growl 
in acknowledgment to their calls.  One 
time when my partner Jane, Wapsi and I 
were hunting at Harrogate Lake, a river 
cabin forty miles to the northwest of Percy, 
had an incident which could have been a 
disaster.  Wapsi was in heat at the time. I’d 
always been told by the natives that if you 
wanted to draw wolves in bring along a 
female dog in heat.  I’d always questioned 
that until that night at Harrogate.  Jane and 
I were sitting on the goose pass directly 
across from our cabin.  Suddenly we 
heard a gentle bark down from the point 
we were sitting on.  In the high grass came 
seven wolves.  In the lead was a scruffy 
old fellow, his nose in the air, then down 
to the ground.  He was coming straight at 
us.  Wapsi set up a series of growls, then 
whimpers.  Wind was directly from us to 
them.  Jane asked the predicted question, 
“What do we do?”  I pointed to my mouth 
with a finger then raised my shotgun 
slightly.  
 At eighty yards, one of the smaller 
wolves raised it head and howled.  That 

really got Wapsi’s attention.  She growled 
and strained at the leash we now had her 
tied to the canoe with.
 Seventy yards, then sixty yards - Too 
close!  I decided to shoot in the air over 
them.  As the shot resounded down the river 
bottom the big gray in front stopped.  Then, 
as if it didn’t make any difference he kept 
coming.  His approach saw Wapsi straining 
harder at her leash.  Jane had everything 
she could do to restrain her.  Suddenly this 
wasn’t funny anymore.  At fifty yards I 
lowered the second barrel of my over and 
under and shot a load of number twos at 
the leader’s front feet.  With a startled ‘Yip’ 
the old guy summersaulted and raced back 
through the pack.  As I reloaded, Jane had 
beat her way back to our canoe a few yards 
away.  She had to drag a very reluctant black 
lab all the way.  Little did Wapsi realize 
that grave harm could have come to her.  
My dear old native friend, Michel Daba, 
informed me later that had Smudgy gotten 
loose the pack would likely have killed her.
 As I fired that second shot the pack 
stopped dead.  Their leader, recipient of my 
load of number twos, raced back through 
them and stopped twenty yards behind a 
retreating pack who’s members were now 
headed this way. Not wanting to test my 
luck any further I headed Jane’s way and 
helped her deposit my reluctant lab into our 
canoe.  I lost track of the Harrogate pack 
the second time I looked back during our 
retreat.  Later that night we heard the pack 
howling deep in the woods on the far side 
of the lake, I figured they were bemoaning 
their leader’s wounded front legs.
 Back to Percy!  After breakfast I 
finally convinced Anne to accompany me 
in looking for what we figured was the 
kill site.  Three blocks behind the cabin 
in a small clearing, we found it.  A lot of 
blood, a head and one hoof was all that 
was left of Mother moose’s calf.  Mother 
had managed to escape.  Warily, we looked 
about with shotguns  ready.
 Later that day we saw Mother moose 
swimming alone across the lake to the 
small island which had provided sanctuary 
to her and her calf the day before.
 I’ve always loved the sound and sight of 
wolves but been equally leery of them.  There’s 
something about their cunning sneaky ways 
that leaves one a bit skittish when encountering 
them in the northern woods.
 We did some Canadian honker and 
black duck hunting and finished up our trip 
at Percy by filling out a limit of walleye to 
take home.  We never saw the pack again 
but there were quite a few of them. Probably 
an adult pair with two years of offspring.  
The calf moose they’d consumed gave 
evidence to those numbers.
 Until next time this has been the Ol 
Man Dan Gapen, Sr., hoping you RELAX, 
SAVOR and ENJOY our great outdoors.  
Its yours to save for your grandchildren.
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3622 N. Knoxville, Peoria. IL
309-338-2900  

Each office independently owned and operated.

Your Full Time Connection to Fulton 
& Peoria Counties for Over 37 Years!

Thinking of Selling? 
Housing inventory is down, interest rates are at  

an all time low and buyer demands are up. 
This a Great Time to List!  

Call Me Today to Get YOUR Home on the Market!
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15398 E. Kenabeck Trail 
Cuba, IL • 425,000 

Million $ view of the lake

ON LAKE WEE-MA-TUK

15324 E. Mishi-Nama Drive 
Cuba, IL • $279,500 

3BR ranch on the lake!

NEW LISTING

804 S. Main Street 
Canton, IL • $79,900 

3 unit apartment building

GREAT INVESTMENT!

729 N. Main Street 
Canton, IL • $149,900 

3BR/2BA near park

ADORABLE BRICK RANCH

117 S. 8th Street 
Cuba, IL • $89,900 

2BR ranch on a corner lot

NEW LISTING

26067 E. Breeds Road 
Canton, IL • $135,000 

Remodeled 2-3BR ranch

1.75± ACRES

815 W. Maple Street 
Canton, IL • $129,900 

3BR/1.5BA in great location

2.43 ACRES

423 N. 1st Avenue 
Canton, IL • $109,900 

3BR with open oorplan
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888-311-LAND
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 Properties are Selling Fast!

Looking for Experienced Agents in Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Kentucky, 

Tennessee, Georgia and Colorado
 Call Cabot Benton at 217-371-2598 to discuss 

more about being a part of our great team.

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

SKYLER PENCE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
spence@legacylandco.com

309-333-7404

KEVIN REDFORD
Land Specialist/Agent/KS

kredford@legacylandco.com
913-333-8490

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

BRANDON BOE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
bboe@legacylandco.com

309-645-1846

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Land Specialist/Agent Georgia

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 9 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences • ListHub
Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com

Check out our website for over 100 new listings!



ANCIENT 
FISH STILL 
FIGHTING
 Most of you fishermen (and women) 
have never had the opportunity to feel a 
lake sturgeon on the end of your line. 
Very few lucky anglers have ever tangled 
with one of these largest freshwater fish 
to go on any bucket list. Those who 
have roped (not netted!) one of these 
prehistoric monsters will never forget it.
 Just looking at these amazing 
creatures makes you realize they belong 
swimming with the aquatic dinosaurs. 
They just look old. Measuring over 
six feet long and weighing in the triple 
digits, this is not 
the normal panfish 
most waters hold. 
The record lake 
sturgeon weighed 
310 pounds and one 
was estimated to 
be over 150 years 
old. If you want 
to catch one, you 
need to pick a lake 
which has them, 
and unless you are 
an expert, you will 
probably need an 
experienced guide. 
 If you were 
in Baudette, 
Minnesota, right 
now, you could 
go east about 
eight miles to the 
Clementson Rapids 
in the Rapid River. 
Dozens of these 
huge sturgeons are 
swimming in just 
a few feet of water 
on their spawning 

run. In spots, watchers will even see the 
dorsal fin of many fish sticking out of the 
shallow water. 
 The size and numbers of these ancient 
fish have greatly improved in recent years. 
The Clean Water Act has allowed the 
Rainy River, between Baudette and the 
Clementson Rapids, to improve spawning 
success in the cleaner water. Another factor 
which improved this fishery is the banning 
of commercial fishing for sturgeon on 
Lake of the Woods north of Baudette. This 
area used to produce a good portion of the 
world’s caviar.
 If you want to be one of the few who 
land one of these prehistoric fish, Lake 
of the Woods is the place to go. On the 
Minnesota/Ontario border, Rainy River 
empties into LOW at Baudette, and this 
area is world famous for walleye fishing. 
Occasionally, a lucky walleye fisherman 
will end up with a sturgeon on the end 
of his line, but on this light gear, it will 
take a long time to land this unusual 
fish. A better chance of getting a fish of 
a lifetime will be to hire a guide from 
one of the local resorts. He will have the 
boat, proper gear, and knows how to get 
his clients to the proper spot to locate his 
desired species.
 If you decide to go with a guided 
fishing trip, your selection can educate 
you on necessary gear, and the know-
how to use it. If you want to use your 
own tackle, a good choice would be 
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By Rich Creason

Keeper size sturgeon on LOW charter. Caught and released.

Small size sturgeon. Notice the sharp scutes on the top.

 RE/MAX Traders Unlimited - 2209 Broadway Rd - Pekin, IL 61554

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated

MARY ANN LADENDORF
Cell: 309-241-5610

 mladendorf@gmail.com

BAYLEE GAMBETTI
Cell: 241-7700

 BayleeGambetti@gmail.com

BILL HILAND
Cell: 309-339-9554

bhilandremax@gmail.com

3416 Edgewater Drive, Pekin, IL 61554 - $539,0003416 Edgewater Drive, Pekin, IL 61554 - $539,000
Wow!! A charming, treed lane is the grand approach to this especially beautiful 

home nestled on an 8-acre (+ or -) homesite! Built by Wharram, This home boasts spectacular 
finishes including 12” crown molding, 10’ ceilings,  wine cellar, 2x6 wall construction, geo 
thermal, roof 2018 and the finest cabinetry/amenities...plus, the ultimate in privacy w/dense 
woods and wildlife! Phenomenal location minutes from highway. Stately home! Gorgeous 

acreage! Unsurpassed quality and style! Site to be surveyed before closing.

1412 Tripp Zack Point, Pekin, IL 61554 - $1,200,0001412 Tripp Zack Point, Pekin, IL 61554 - $1,200,000
Pristine Luxury Home! Nestled on 1.16 acres. This spectacular lake front 
home offers panoramic views with the ultimate privacy! Phenomenal, serene resort-style 
living offers heated salt water pool, brick bath house and state of the art outdoor kitchen, 

fully appliance with a 55” outdoor tv. Flawless landscape features a gazebo, 3 pergolas, firepit, 
bocce ball court, sand beach frontage on 40 acres stocked lake! Impeccably maintained!

2724 Broadway Rd., Pekin, IL 61554 - $534,9002724 Broadway Rd., Pekin, IL 61554 - $534,900
Spectacular country setting nestled on 6.86 acres in pekin! Gorgeous private stocked pond...

woods, too! Custom brick home offers deep tray ceilings, vaults, wood flooring, new roof 
2019 w/50yr transferable warranty, kohler generator, 6 sky lights! Home boasts an additional 

2 stall garage, 3 season porch and 2 story foyer! Enjoy 4 raised gardens, 6 fruit trees and 
mother nature at its finest! A rare opportunity...hurry!

 LADENDORF & GAMBETTI



HAPPY OUR LIQUOR, HAVANA, IL
Established business!

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

12414 SR 78, MATANZA BEACH
Waterfront cottage

SOLD
SOLD

PENDING
PENDING

12358 SR 78, MATANZA BEACH
Waterfront.Ready for Summer fun!

12876 SR 78, MATANZA BEACH
Waterfront.Ready for Summer fun!

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

your heaviest muskie rod, reel and 
line. Any of the local bait and tackle 
shops can supply you with a sturgeon 
rig which is an 18-inch snell with a 
5/0 circle hook. This is loaded with a 
combination of nightcrawlers and frozen 
emerald shiners, and a five-ounce flat 
sinker. Other bait can be used, such as 
rotten chicken, pork, or other strong-
smelling attractants. Then set your bait 
on the bottom as you would for catfish 
or carp. While you can catch sturgeon on 
a walleye rig, the long fight which will 
ensue will put a lot of stress on the fish. 
If you are planning on releasing it after 
a few quick photos, the stronger outfit 
will allow the angler to boat the fish and 
release it quicker.
 If you are fishing on your own, you 
will need tackle suitable for landing a 
fish up to 100 pounds. Pliers to remove 
the hook from the sturgeon’s mouth 
are necessary. To land a fish this size 
requires a large landing net for the 
smaller ones. A heavy rope with a loop 
on the end is used for larger fish. When 
the sturgeon is alongside the boat, a loop 
of rope is dropped over its tail, and it is 
brought into the boat that way. Gloves 
must be worn on smaller sturgeon as 
they have sharp scales or “scutes” which 
can quickly slice a hand. 

 In addition to the above, you need 
a wet towel to drape over the head of 
the fish to calm him while measuring. A 
tape which will measure accurately up 
to at least seven feet is desirable. Also, 
a flexible measure such as a seamstress 
tape to measure the girth should be 
included in your gear. This aids in weight 
estimation. Of course, a good camera for 
those lifetime pictures is a must. Carry in 
your pocket a writing utensil and some 
paper to jot down numbers in case you 
land a tagged sturgeon.  
 If you plan on fishing for sturgeon 
in the LOW area, you need to know the 
seasons. There is a catch and release 
season, a harvest season, and a closed 
season. April 24th to May 7th and July 

1st to September 30 are the days in which 
one fish per year may be kept. It must be 
between 45 and 50 inches in length. Catch 
and release is allowed from May 8th thru 
May 15th and October first to April 23rd. 
This means no sturgeon fishing from May 
16th thru June 30. See the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources fishing 
regulations for more information. 
 The Baudette, Minnesota area has 
numerous resorts to accommodate your 
needs. This includes lodging, dining, 
guides, fishing charters, and more. 
For those interested, a wide variety 
of species are located in this area for 
hunters. LOW offers world class fishing 
for northern pike, musky, and of course, 
walleye. Many of the local resorts offer 
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their guests the opportunity to have the 
resort chef prepare a portion of their 
walleye catch for the evening meal. 
 To plan your outing to this area, 
contact the Lake of the Woods Tourism 
Bureau at info@lakeofthewoodsmn.
com or call 800-382-3474. Give them 
specific details on what interests you, 
the anticipated time of your vacation, 
and check out their website or ask for 
them to mail you relevant publications 
and brochures. They will be happy to 
answer all of your questions and offer 
recommendations to make your visit a 
memorable one. 
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

River Bend Resort guest 
with 47 inch northern.

Joe Henry, LOW Tourism, with 
one of the huge walleye in LOW.

Typical scenery around 
Lake of the Woods, MN.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS AUCTIONSCENTRAL ILLINOIS AUCTIONS
LES CRANDALL • DEAN RHOADES | AUCTIONEERSLES CRANDALL • DEAN RHOADES | AUCTIONEERS

217-620-4827217-620-4827
MORE INFO AT MORE INFO AT WWW.CENTRALILLINOISAUCTIONS.NETWWW.CENTRALILLINOISAUCTIONS.NET

FARM TOY & PRIMITIVES FARM TOY & PRIMITIVES 
AUCTIONAUCTION

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021 AT 10 A.M.SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2021 AT 10 A.M.

A Farm Toy and Primitives Auction will be held at 
(Jonathan Creek Road) 1400 N CR 1500 East, Sullivan, IL 

61951 (at 4-H Building) on Saturday, June 12, 2021 at 10 a.m. 
Farm Toys, Pedal Tractors, A Few Muscle Cars, Farm Primitives.

ITEMS INCLUDE:
1170 Agri King  • Farmall H • R190 Kent Pickup  • Single Tire Avery • Toy Farmer 300

Massey Harris Pony • Toy Farmer Massey 55 • 3 Repop Allis w/Man • New Holland Skid Steer
BoJac Truck • Allis Chalmers Gravity Wagon • Allis Chalmers 7060 • 2 Special Edition Green 9150s

6260 Deutz-Allis Green • Allis Chalmers Manure Spreader • Deutz-Allis Combine
McCormick Deering Manure Spreader • Allis Airplane • Fertilizer Set & Grain Set • 9150 Deutz-Allis Green

9150 Deutz-Allis Special Edition • Louisville 10-18 • Allis Chalmers D14 • Louisville D1
AND SO MUCH MORE! SEE WEBSITE FOR A FULL LISTING OF ITEMS

CENTRAL ILLINOIS CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS
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1385 WOODBURN RD., 
BRIGHTON, IL 62012 - $599,000

This property truly does have it all. 2 homes, ponds, outbuildings, 
silos, the list goes on and on. The front 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 story 

residence has a covered wrap-around deck and covered patio. 
Expansive great room with wood burning stove. Eat in kitchen AND 

separate dining room. Large bedroom and full bath with double 
sinks round out the main floor. Main floor laundry with sink. The 
upper level has 2 bedrooms both with enormous dressing room 

sized closets, and a beautifully appointed 3/4 bath. One car attached 
garage. Full unfinished lower level with front and back stairs. Covered 

front porch. The little house (The Nest) boasts 1600 sq ft of living 
space. Large open living room/dining room/kitchen area with cozy 

wood burning stove. Two spacious bedrooms adorn the upper level. 
AND a 2 car attached garage with workshop space, refrigerator and 
sink. Covered front porch. ALL this situated on 40+/- adjacent acres 
ready and waiting for new ownership. Call today and set up a time 
to see this amazing farm for yourself. Jet cast septic system built to 

handle a 30 room hotel. There are 2 silos on the property. 3rd smaller 
corn crib silo and an old wooden shed. 60 by 45 metal building AND 

100 by 50 open front metal building.

76.16 +/- Acres Of Premium Champaign County Farmland!
Bidding Begins June 12th at 8am and ends June 21st at 12pm 

Great investment opportunity! Only minutes from Champaign just 
off Hwy 57, 76.16 +/- Acres of Premium Champaign County farmland. 

The surrounding area is primarily Agriculture and Rural residential. 
The improvements on the farm have been family owned, and date 

back to the 1800’s, with a large lofted wooden barn, and a two-story 
four bedroom frame home. Home has been vacant for some years 
and is in need of repairs. FSA record report 72.96 +/- Acres of crop 
ground, composed of mostly Drummer silt clay loam and Flanigan 

silt loam, with production index of 144. Tenant will have the right to 
plant, maintain and harvest the 2021 crop. Farm is currently under 

lease and the seller’s portion of net income and property taxes will 
be prorated to the day of closing. The grain will be sold for local cash 
price on the day of harvest and prorated to the day of closing. This 

farm will be offered on a PER ACRE basis. 
Call with any questions! Parcel ID # 18-32-09-300-004

4 MIDWEST BRANCH LOCATIONS:
HEADQUARTERS: 3644 FOSTERBURG RD.
ALTON, IL 62002 / OFFICE: (833) 824-LAND
LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & MISSOURI

WWW.TARRANTANDHARMAN.LAND

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
436 COUNTY RD. 800E, TOLONO, IL 61880
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STATE ROUTE 177, 
MASCOUTAH, IL 62258 - $788,000

260+/- Acre Silver Creek Farm
Come check out this farm in St. Clair county 
that has endless opportunities. Home site, 

hunting, fishing, hiking,…. This property offers 
a lot of opportunities. This is a great piece 

of hunting ground as the seller is continually 
chasing trophy class deer year after year along 

with turkeys and waterfowl opportunities. 
There is a nice lake nestled in the silver creek 

bottom that offers multiple options for chasing 
waterfowl. The timber is a nice mix of maples 

with some oaks and walnuts. You can access this 
farm from the north end through an easement 

or through the south end of of 177. 
This is an excellent opportunity to own 

your own recreational farm.

5.67+/- Acres, Home And 2 Ponds 
Beautiful custom home situated on 5.67 acres 

m/l in rural Macoupin County. Nestled between 
two bodies of water you will find views of the 
lakes from nearly every room in the house. The 

main and lower levels offer several windows 
to enjoy the views but also include lots of 

space for entertaining and relaxing. There is a 
fantastic wrap around porch that is constructed 
of composite decking and was built to last. The 
exterior has been professionally landscaped and 

also includes a sea wall at the big lake’s edge. 
There is a 40’ x 60’ pole building that has lots 

of room for storage and room for a workshop. 
Don’t miss your chance at this truly unique 

opportunity!!

4 MIDWEST BRANCH LOCATIONS:
HEADQUARTERS: 3644 FOSTERBURG RD.
ALTON, IL 62002 / OFFICE: (833) 824-LAND
LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & MISSOURI

WWW.TARRANTANDHARMAN.LAND

10356 BOUNDS RD., 
SHIPMAN, IL 62685- $415,000
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PIKE COUNTY, IL LAND AUCTION
FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021 • 11 AM

Auction Location: AMERICAN LEGION 1302 W. WASHINGTON ST. PITTSFIELD, IL 
157.63 ACRES M/L • COUNTRY HOME • 4 TRACTS

37907 County Highway 2 New Salem, IL. The Gleckler Farm is generally located in 
West-central Illinois at 2 miles east of New Salem or 5 miles west of Griggsville, IL 

on CH 2; Tracts lie in Sections 13 & 23 of New Salem Twp. in Pike Co., IL
• 122.66 ACRES TILLABLE- PRODUCTIVE, FERTILE FARMLAND 
• PRIMARY SOILS: WINFIELD, CASEYVILLE, KEOMAH
• WELL-MAINTAINED WITH DRY DAMS AND RISERS
• TERRIFIC HUNTING, TIMBER & RECREATION: TRACT 1
• 3 BR HOME, BARN, & SHEDS ON 2 ACRES: TRACT 4
• GREAT LOCATION / INCOME / INVESTMENT / HUNTING

  PURCHASER(S) RECEIVE 2021 CASH RENT!

Contact Brian Curless for information at 
217-242-1665 or bcurless@irtc.net.

Attorney- Lowry & Hoskin
130 S. Madison St. Pittsfield, IL • 217-285-4822

ORVILLE GLECKLER ESTATE
WWW.CURLESSAUCTION.COM • 217-242-1665

822 ACRE IL RIVER BOTTOM LAND AUCTION 
SCOTT & MORGAN COUNTIES

MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2021 • 11 AM
Auction Location: EVANDY’S BOATEL, 100 BOB MICHAEL ST., NAPLES, IL 

8 TRACTS • IRRIGATED FARMLAND
GRAIN STORAGE • LAKE-SIDE LOG HOME

SMITH LAKE • IL RIVER ACCESS
PROPERTY LOCATION: 681 Smith Lake Lane Meredosia, IL - 30 miles west of 

Jacksonville, IL or 60 miles east of Hannibal, MO, just a short drive from I-72.
• 633.89 ACRES M/L TILLABLE, IL RIVER BOTTOM FARMLAND 
• 570 ACRES M/L IRRIGATED FARMLAND IN TRACTS 3-7
• ILLINOIS RIVER HUNTNG / RECREATIONAL PARADISE
• WHITETAIL DEER AND DUCK HUNTING • HOMESITES 
• 3 BR LOG HOME • BARN • 63,000 BU GRAIN STORAGE 
• TREMENDOUS INCOME & INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY!

  PURCHASER(S) RECEIVE 2021 CASH RENT!

Attorney for Seller: Bradley Wilson, 
Rammelkamp Bradney, Jacksonville, IL • 217-245-6177

PESSINA FARMS LLC
WWW.CURLESSAUCTION.COM • 217-242-1665

980 ACRES • 2 AUCTIONS • 2 DAYS980 ACRES • 2 AUCTIONS • 2 DAYS
FARMLAND • RECREATION • LAKEFARMLAND • RECREATION • LAKE
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
2507 N. Main St. - East Peoria, IL 61611

Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

Lots 2 & 6  Remmert Farms
(Lot 2) $95,900 & (Lot 6) - $97,900

5.01 AC lot with lake access, and wooded Centrally 
located between Peoria and Bloomington, The 
Lakes of Remmert Farms offers beautiful, rolling 
lots that surround approx. a 6.5-acre stocked lake 
and a 1.5 acre stocked pond. Many of the lots 
are conducive to walkout foundations, and large 
outbuildings are allowed. All infrastructure has 
been completed and paid for by the developer, 
including a common well, power, and a paved 
road to the front of each lot. 11 lot development - 
only 4 lots remain!

6209 W. Route 150,
Edwards, IL 61528 - $2,500,000

Will divide - 63.463 acres (58.703 ac zoned I-1, 
4.76 ac zoned A-2) Remarkable Equestrian Estate 
w/ 4,800 sf home. 3 gated entryways & paved roads 
lined w/ gorgeous Maple trees lead up to the stately 
home w/ circular driveway & many other buildings. 
An abundance of wood fencing outlines the proper-
ty & seen throughout the acres of pasture.  Located 
near the Shoppes of Grand Prairie & easy access to 
Rt 150, with great traffic count! 

0 W. Cruger Road
Washington, IL 61571 - $720,000

27.15 acres - perfect site for subdivision 
development - utilities at lot line; mostly tillable, 
gently rolling farm ground

 0 Cox Rd. - Bushnell, IL 61422  82 
AC - $410,000

Fulton County is home to some of the biggest 
whitetail bucks in the country! This 82+ acre farm 
is proof, w/ 3 giant Boone & Crockett bucks takin! 
Well established food plots, & mature timber! 40 
acres of corn & soybeans to farm. There are multiple 
fingers of timber stretching out into the grain fields 
for perfect ambush sites, & amazing building site. 
This farm truly has it all!

40 YEARS OF RACCOON 
TRAPPING IN ILLINOIS
 What comes to mind when 
you hear about “fur trapping?” For 
many people, fur trapping conjures 
up images from days gone by or 
perhaps of luxury coats and raccoon-
tailed hats. However, fur trappers 
provide wildlife biologists with 
valuable information on furbearer 
populations. In fact, trapper harvest 
records are quite important. Harvest 
records often go back for decades 
(even centuries!) and cover large 
regions. The information obtained 
from trapper harvest records allow 

By Javan Bauder, Kirk Stodola, T.J. Benson, Craig Miller, Max Allen

biologists to address management 
and conservation issues associated 
with furbearer populations. For 
example, what are long-term trends 
in muskrat populations? Or, how do 
wolf populations influence coyotes 
and foxes? Understanding the effort 
and harvest numbers from fur trappers 
helps biologists ultimately determine 
the number of animals in a particular 
furbearer population.
 To understand the factors 
influencing furbearer harvests in 
Illinois, 43 years of raccoon trapper 

harvest records were gathered from 
the Illinois Natural History Survey’s 
Illinois Trapper Survey. We learned 
that raccoons are the most widely 
harvested furbearing species in 
Illinois. Each year an average of 
85,000 raccoons are harvested. While 
the number of harvested raccoons 
has fluctuated over the past 40 years, 
there is no clear trend in the number 
of animals taken. In contrast, there 
has been a dramatic change in trapper 
effort. The annual number of raccoon 
trappers has declined markedly from 

a high of about 15,000 trappers in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s to less than 
5,000 trappers in the early 1990s. The 
changes seen in Illinois mirror those 
throughout North America as older 
trappers retire but are not replaced in 
the next generation.
 Why has there had been such 
precipitous decline in trapper effort over 
the years? Declining pelt prices is one 
important consideration. Similar to the 
decline in number of trappers, a drastic 
decline in pelt prices has occurred. In 
the late 1970s a raccoon pelt could 
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fetch more than $75 (adjusted to 2018 
prices), yet that same pelt sold for only 
$25 by 1990. Today that pelt is worth a 
little more than $4. The decline in pelt 
price may have driven some trappers 
out of the business.
 Prior to 1990, pelt prices more-
or-less dictated trapper effort. If 
prices went down, so did the number 
of trappers. If prices went up, so did 
the number of trappers. However, 
after 1990, changes in trapper effort 
were no longer linked with pelt 
price. As other studies have shown, 
contemporary trappers may be less 
motivated by economic gain and 
view trapping primarily as a means 
of enjoying nature and the outdoors. 
Some trappers also remain active and 
help friends and neighbors mitigate 
conflict in areas where property 
damage is occurring. Many trappers 
who used to trap primarily for the fur 
have turned more towards removing 
nuisance wildlife.
 Why have raccoon harvest 
numbers not declined given the sharp 

JUNE GUNS & OUTDOORS 
ONLINE AUCTION 

200 E. ALDER, CANTON, IL 61520

GET YOUR CONSIGNMENTS IN NOW!!
To Get Your Guns, Ammo, Tractors, Implements consigned to this 
Online Auction Starting in June Call Curt Today at 309-338-3711.

AMMO IS VERY HIGH IN DEMAND IF YOU HAVE 
SOME TO SELL NOW IS THE TIME!

All Firearms handled by FFL.
You can bid on an item(s) from your Smart Phone, Ipad, Tablet, Computer or stop by 

Auction location and leave an absentee bid or use our computer to bid. We help guide 
you through the process. VERY EASY! Terms & Conditions will be posted on WEBSITE

www.gotogorsuch.com

WWW.GOTOGORSUCH.COM

GORSUCH REALTY & AUCTION CO.
1050 N MAIN CANTON IL 61520 • 309-647-7777

CURTIS GORSUCH: MANAGING BROKER/ AUCTIONEER IL LIC. #441.000718
PH. 309-338-3711

BIG MACHINERY 
& EQUIPMENT AUCTION

JULY 3, 2021!

LLC
AUCTIONS

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

S&K Auctions LLC. Real Estate Auctioneer: Cal Kaufman
7526 Old State Rt. 121, Hopedale IL (Exit #19 off I-155)

Cal Kaufman 309-696-9019 • Brent Schmidgall 309-202-8378
SEE Details at: www.brentschmidgallauction.com 

or www.topauctions24-7.com

decline in trapper effort? We looked 
at average annual harvest of raccoons 
per successful trapper (trappers that 
harvested least one raccoon that year) 
and found that prior to 1990 a successful 
raccoon trapper in Illinois typically 
harvested fewer than 15 raccoons per 
year. By the late 1990s, this number 
had reached as high as 45. There are 
a few reasonable explanations for 
this increase. Based on other studies, 
raccoon populations have likely 
increased in the past several decades. 
Secondly, fewer trappers means less 
competition between trappers, thus 
one trapper can harvest more raccoons. 
Finally, contemporary trappers seem to 
be more dedicated to their trade, which 
may give them an advantage of skill 
and experience.
 Our study is just one example of 
how information from fur trappers 
can help wildlife biologists better 
understand and manage furbearer 
populations. Learning about the 
trends in fur trapper effort and harvest 
numbers are an important aspect of 
wildlife management.
 Javan Bauder worked as a 
postdoctoral research associate 

with the Illinois Natural History 
Survey. He earned his Ph.D. from the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
studying eastern indigo snakes but 
enjoys working with a variety of 
wildlife species. Bauder is currently 
an Assistant Unit Leader with the 
Arizona Cooperative Fish and 
Wildlife Research Unit in Tucson.
 Kirk Stodola is an Assistant 
Population Ecologist at the 
Illinois Natural History Survey. 
He received his Ph.D. from the 
University of Georgia and currently 
works on applied conservation and 
management issues with a variety of 
taxa in the state of Illinois.
 Thomas J. Benson is a Senior 
Wildlife Ecologist at the Illinois Natural 
History Survey and Research Associate 
Professor with the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental 
Sciences at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.
 Craig A. Miller is Leader of 
the Human Dimensions Research 

40 Years of Raccoon Trapping 
in Illinois . . . continued

Program for the Illinois Natural 
History Survey at the University 
of Illinois, a position he has held 
for close to 20 years. His principle 
research focus is human dimensions 
of wildlife (especially hunters). He 
also serves as director of the Illinois 
Natural History Survey’s Learn to 
Hunt program.
 Max Allen is a mammal ecologist 
at the Illinois Natural History Survey. 
He received his Ph.D. from Victoria 
University and studies carnivore ecology.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).

Photo by Charisse Kenion

Photo by Max Allen
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MATT COX  
PROFESSIONAL LAND & FARM BROKER

309.221.1764 | matt@LandGuys.com

  
  4331 Conestoga Dr. Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 
LandGuys, LLC LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC of Wisconsin | LandGuys, LLC of Iowa | LandGuys, LLC of Tennessee LandGuys.com

PROFESSIONAL LAND & FARM BROKERS
Matt Cox

MATT COX IN-HOUSE EXPERT  
FOR WATERFOWL PROPERTIES
Matt is an experienced Land Broker & REALTOR® that has been selling real 
estate for almost 10 years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge with 
everything real estate is an asset to his clients. When you work with Matt,  
you will learn that he is genuinely honest and fair with every client he meets  
and will work diligently in helping the client achieve his or her goal.

Matt has brokered many real estate transactions in the last 10 years. He knows that  
each transaction is unique and his experience enables him to help navigate both sellers  
and buyers through all stages of the transaction whether it’s for a home, a recreational/
hunting property, a tillable farm, a 1031 exchange or waterfowl properties and shares.

Matt has become the LandGuys “in-house” expert for waterfowl properties. He is an avid 
waterfowler and understands how the wetland systems work, as well as how many of the  
“clubs” by-laws and rules work.
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & Custom 
Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

Warren Danz and Michael SueWarren Danz and Michael Sue  
Attorneys at LawAttorneys at Law

Workers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 YearsWorkers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 Years

Worker’s Compensation Worker’s Compensation

Social Security Law

Call the Office of Warren E. Danz and we can obtain a 19b emergency 
hearing in less than 30 days for workers’ compensation to restore 

your workers’ compensation benefits!

IF YOU’RE SUFFERING FROM A WORK INJURY OR AUTO ACCIDENT . . .

• Weekly Compensation
• Medical  Bills
• Cash SEttlements

• Lifetime Medical
• Social Security Benefits
• Your Pension Rights

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Semi-Truck Accidents
• Railroad Accidents
• Dog Bites

•  Worker’s Compensatio
• Slip & Fall Claims
• Diving or Drowning
• Construction Accidents
• All Other Injuries

Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Warren DanzThe Law Office

309-676-4645309-676-4645www.warrendanz.comwww.warrendanz.com 800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868

Call For a Free Consultation
NO FEE UNLESS YOU COLLECTHome or Hospital

Visits Available
710 NE Jefferson, Peoria, IL
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N-34G

•  We can widen your 
fields and pay for the 
use of end rows.

• Demand and prices 
for American 
hardwoods have 
increased in 2021!

• Now that winter is 
over, walk your timber 
with one of our buyers 
before it gets hot.

Walnut Timber Buyers
We can harvest timber year round!

We are experienced at working around planting season!

 No middle man, minimum footprint, maximum profit! 

309-369-9524
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com

Find out what your timber is worth. Get a free 
appraisal from one of our licensed timber buyers!

N47


