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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

Sizzling Hot Deals From
Suzuki’s Summer                  Sales Event

Sizzling Hot Deals From
Suzuki’s Summer                  Sales Event

*REPOWER FINANCE is available through Synchrony Retail Finance, as low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new, unregistered Suzuki outboard motors, subject to credit approval. Not 
all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on creditworthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR Hypothetical figures 
used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories, or other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effective on 
new, unregistered Suzuki outboard motors purchased from a participating authorized Suzuki dealer between from July 1, 2021 through September 1, 2021. †5 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY applies 
to qualifying purchases of Suzuki outboard motors sold and delivered to the retail purchaser, for pleasure (non-commercial) use only, from April 1, 2021 through March 31, 2022.  See Suzuki 
Limited Warranty for additional details. The Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and read your owner’s 
manual. © 2021 Suzuki Marine, USA, LLC.

5 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY5 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY††

YEAR
LIMITED WARRANTY

REPOWER
FINANCE

Rates as low as 5.99%  Rates as low as 5.99%  
on new Suzuki outboards on  on new Suzuki outboards on  

approved credit.approved credit.** [60 Months] [60 Months]

REPOWER FINANCEREPOWER FINANCE

Suzuki’s Summer Sales Event is finally here!  It’s time to get to your local  
Suzuki Marine Dealer for a sizzling hot deal on the Ultimate Outboard Motor. 
You can get Low-Rate Financing on the all new DF140BG with Drive by Wire 
Technology, or our Flagship DF350.  Get all the details at your participating 
Suzuki Marine Dealer.
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www.HarrisonsSportShop.com
15993 Cambria Road • Hurst, IL 62924 • Open Mon - Sat
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MATT COX  
PROFESSIONAL LAND & FARM BROKER

309.221.1764 | matt@LandGuys.com

  
  4331 Conestoga Dr. Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 
LandGuys, LLC LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC of Wisconsin | LandGuys, LLC of Iowa | LandGuys, LLC of Tennessee LandGuys.com

PROFESSIONAL LAND & FARM BROKERS
Matt Cox

MATT COX IN-HOUSE EXPERT  
FOR WATERFOWL PROPERTIES
Matt is an experienced Land Broker & REALTOR® that has been selling real 
estate for almost 10 years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge with 
everything real estate is an asset to his clients. When you work with Matt,  
you will learn that he is genuinely honest and fair with every client he meets  
and will work diligently in helping the client achieve his or her goal.

Matt has brokered many real estate transactions in the last 10 years. He knows that  
each transaction is unique and his experience enables him to help navigate both sellers  
and buyers through all stages of the transaction whether it’s for a home, a recreational/
hunting property, a tillable farm, a 1031 exchange or waterfowl properties and shares.

Matt has become the LandGuys “in-house” expert for waterfowl properties. He is an avid 
waterfowler and understands how the wetland systems work, as well as how many of the  
“clubs” by-laws and rules work.



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:
ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247
asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway
Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)
Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Sales Associate: 
HARRY CANTERBURY
309-360-0487 • asoharry@gmail.com

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER
missywalker1974@gmail.com
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15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

 Makenzie Dietrich 
with a couple bass 

caught while fishing with 
Grandpa Mike Roux.
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DRAKE’S BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! • ICE COLD BEER! 

Lawndale, IL

 I enjoy gardening, it is one of my 
passions in life. Especially when I start 
something from seed.  Watching it grow 
and bear fruit is hugely satisfying. Plus, it 
keeps me busy and out of trouble.  I started 
all of seeds for the garden in early March 
and	the	time	has	finally	come	to	enjoy	the	
fruits of our labor. We decided to go with 
a limited garden this year. Usually, we try 
to plant a little of everything but it seems 
tomatoes, pepper, green beans, zucchini, 
cucumbers, cabbage and squash are what 
we will eat the most of. This year I really 
needed to have a good tomato crop. Last 

year we really did not have many to speak 
of so this year I decided I would plant 
around 30 plants so we would have plenty 
to make tomato juice and our own spaghetti 
sauce. I did some research this year to see 
if I could get a better yield. My sister had a 
plant in a pot on her porch last year and this 
one little plant had over 30 tomatoes on it. I 
asked her what kind of soil she used it was 
something I had never heard of. I decided 
to locate some of this potting soil this year 
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CHRONICLES
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or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

to see if it would help my yield. Every 
year I add fertilizer before I till the soil to 
make sure that I am renewing some of the 
nutrients in the soil. This year I continued 
this process, but also added a few handfuls 
of this new soil called Mother Earth. I also 
had heard people talk about taking all of 
your egg shells rinsing them out then 
placing them in a jar and smashing them, 
then putting a couple of tablespoons under 
the roots when you plant. So, I decided to 
try that as well. 

 As you can see from the pictures 
some of my tomatoes are over eight feet 
tall. I have never had tomato plants this 
large and boy oh boy did they produce. I 
am	pretty	sure	I	could	have	planted	fifteen	
or so plants and I would have plenty of 
tomatoes.	I	figure	every	friend,	neighbor	
and family member won’t have to buy any 
this year. Just stop by Boogie’s Garden 
and help yourself. 
 Besides trying a couple of new ways 
to fertilize my tomatoes I also kept them 

Leah getting her some of those sweet 
yellow cherry tomatoes

A nice group of beefsteak tomatoes Yellow peppers are doing well



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm • Closed Sunday & Monday

very well trimmed and took off all of the 
sucker branches as they appeared. That 
really seemed to help the growth of the 
plant and the fruit. 
 One thing I researched was how to 
get the most out of your tomatoes and 
one item I found was to take an electric 
toothbrush and where ever there is a 
group	 of	 flowers,	 you	 place	 the	 tooth	
brush on the stem and let it vibrate for a 
second. This is supposed to basically act 
like	a	bee	hitting	the	flower	and	because	
of tomatoes being self-pollinators, this 
has	allowed	almost	every	flower	this	year	
to become a tomato. 
 It seems I have tried many different 
tactics this year and maybe it’s the 
combination of all of the care I have taken 
for each plant, but they will reward us 
with a wintertime of fresh tomato juice, 
whole tomatoes and spaghetti sauce. It is 
a lot of work and probably cost me more 
than I want to know but one thing that is 
for sure, I know where some of my family 
food is grown and how it is treated from 
the beginning to end. At least I know when 
my family eats vegetables throughout the 
year; I know that our hard work is why we 
always have great canned food. 
 Now as far as my other garden plants 
go everything seems to be having a great 
year. It took me awhile to get all of my 
green beans planted since a bunch of baby 
cottontails like to invade my garden on a 
nightly basis. For years I never really had 
much trouble but the last few has been a 

war. I have always fenced my garden and 
really didn’t have to worry about it until 
last year. All of the sudden I couldn’t keep 
a green bean or cucumber in my garden to 
save	my	life.	After	fighting	it	for	months	
last	year	 I	finally	gave	 in	 and	 said	 there	
would be no pickles this year and I guess 
store bought green beans would be on the 
menu as well. 
 This year I put a new fence around 
the	 garden	 to	 fight	 off	 the	 ninja	 rabbits.	
I put a fence that was two feet tall and 
had very little space for the rabbits to get 
through. After spending way too much 
on fencing and some new posts, I put 
the new fence up and decided to also lay 
down some landscape paper to assist with 
weed control. I planted my green beans, 
cabbage, zucchini, squash, peppers and 
tomatoes and put a granular mix around 
everything to help guarantee no rabbits. 
Well	of	course,	 the	first	 two	weeks	were	
fine	but	as	soon	as	the	green	beans	would	
start to leaf, boom they were gone. I tried 
to	 find	 a	 hole	 in	 the	 fence	 and	 nothing.	
I searched and searched for there entry 
point to no avail. Finally, one morning I 
went out to the garden and there he was. 
A very small young rabbit feeding on 
my creations. The war was on. I chased 
that little son of gun all over that garden 
trying to get him out. For some reason 
the little bugger found his way in and no 
way out. Then he gets near the chain link 
fence I put up for the cucumbers and he 
squeezes right through. I said to myself 

“here is another one of those moments 
my dads is saying “You are the master of 
disaster””. I put fence all the way around 
and connected it to my normal yard 
fencing for cucumbers. Not even thinking 
how easy it would be for a small rabbit to 
get through the chain link. Luckily, I have 
some wire left so I just placed it in front 
of the chain link and so far so good. I have 
my	first	 round	 of	 green	 beans	 and	 I	 am	
looking forward to eating them all winter.
	 Unfortunately,	 I	haven’t	been	fishing	
since early June. I think the last time I went 
fishing	was	on	Lake	Michigan	for	Salmon.	
The reason being was softball season. This 
was my ninth-year coaching softball and 
really love the sport and teaching young 
ladies leadership skills and how to work as 

TREMONT SHELL

Gas Pumps Open 24/7!
(with credit/debit purchase)

NOW AVAILABLE!
• Meal Deals •

• Family Meals •
• Group Orders •

(please call ahead for large orders- ask about $5 off offer!)

202 E. PEARL ST., TREMONT, IL

309-925-2117

OPEN:
Weekdays: 

4:30am-11pm
Weekends: 

4:30am-12am

GAMING BY:

VIDEO
SLOTS!

LIQUOR NOW AVAILABLE!

a team. This year was unique. My daughter 
graduated 8th grade and really doesn’t want 
to play softball in high school, so we were 
at a crossroads. Do we continue to play 
travel ball in the summer, or do we retire her 
cleats and I hang up the coaching whistle? 
Well as the season continued, I think both 
Ella and I knew this was going to be our last 
year. Ella is very driven academically and 
she wants to become a gastroenterologist. 
In order to do this, she wants to focus on 
school and that is way more important than 
playing sports. She has an opportunity to 
be a part of a dual credit program in high 
school, taking college courses along with 
her regular classes. Just another way to 
get ahead since schooling will be a long 
process. I am very proud of her but to say I 
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Cocoa is checking the rest of the garden 
out for rascally rabbits.

New asparagus box that I added a 
cucumber seed to. Maybe I should grow all 

of my cucumbers like this.



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

won’t	miss	spending	time	on	the	ball	field	
would be lying. I played baseball all the 
way into college and as soon as I was out, I 
started playing competitive softball. When 
my career was over, I immediately started 
coaching.	Next	year	will	be	 the	first	 time	
in 40 years I won’t spend the summer on 
the	field.	My	wife	seems	to	think	it	is	time	
to buy a camper and start doing what we 
love a little more often. Although buying 
a camper right now might be impossible. I 
look forward to the next chapter and what 
adventures it will bring. 
 Now I need to go on a rant. I have 
been thinking about writing this for some 
time and it’s time to let it out. I can’t seem 
to	figure	out	where	 the	customer	service	
has gone in this world, but it seems to 
have completely vanished. I understand 
our restaurants and food establishments 
are struggling to get help, but I think 
everyone who is going to be in the service 
industry, which ultimately is everyone, 
should take a class. I am so tired of 
going out to eat and getting attitude over 
everything.	You	ask	them	for	a	refill	and	
it’s like you’re putting them out. No one 
takes pride in the job anymore. I know 
I am not the only one that likes to leave 
a great tip for great service but there is 
little to none of that happening lately. 
Too many times do we go somewhere 
that when we leave, I look at my wife and 
say, “there is another place we won’t be 
returning to”. Sad that we have to say that 
after almost every place we go anymore. 
It isn’t hard to smile and ask if someone 
needs	a	 refill	or	“can	I	get	you	anything	
else?” Check in with the table every 15 
minutes or so. Show that you care for 

your customers and it will lead to better 
tips and an overall better satisfaction from 
the customers. My wife and I have talked 
for years that there needs to be more 
companies out there that just teach good 
customer service and interaction. 
 The reason I am on this little rant 
wasn’t because of a restaurant. I don’t 
want to call this business out in writing, 
but this is how it went down. I had to 
order some things that I needed, of course 
there is a long wait on any product, and 
I completely understand that situation. 
While I was ordering this product, I 
watched another sales assistant working 
with another older gentlemen. The 
salesman was sitting behind a counter 
and this gentleman was trying to ask him 
questions. The salesman who should have 
gotten up and went and discussed the item 
with the customer continued to sit there 
and watch a game show that was on the 
tv. The gentlemen were looking for this 
product and just had a few questions. I 
could see the frustration in the gentlemen’s 
eyes, but the salesman couldn’t because 
he obviously was watching TV and even 
more obviously, didn’t care. Now I have 
dealt with this salesman on a couple of 
occasions, and he just is not very nice and 
when you asked questions, he makes you 
feel like an idiot. I really like the products 
this company provides but the service 
could use a complete overhaul.
 A few of the products I ordered came 
into a couple of weeks later. When I went 
to pick them up, I realized that there was 
no way that products was the right one. I 
asked them about it and their response was 
to get defensive and tell me well that’s all 
we could get. I looked at them and said, 
“what I am asking is this product made 
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for this particular model I gave you…and 
they said no. Well, if its not made for this 
model,	 then	 I	 don’t	want	 it.	 It	 doesn’t	fit	
properly and actually wouldn’t even serve 
the purpose of the product.  I could tell 
they weren’t happy about it but again I am 
not sure why you would order something 
that was not even made for that model. 
Supposedly, the product was not available 
for	 this	model	 so	why	wouldn’t	you	find	
something that was appropriate instead or 
trying to argue that it will work. It wouldn’t 
work and would have lasted six months. 
 After waiting six weeks for the last 
product, it arrives and I go and pick it up. 
When I arrive, I walk in and the salesman 
I was just speaking about earlier is being 
extremely	nice.	The	first	thing	that	popped	
in my head is they messed something up. 
Of course, when my salesman looks at me 
and says “I have something to show you”. 
Then you pretty much know something 
bad happened. We walked out to look 
at the product and you wanna talk about 

D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

unacceptable. There were scratches all 
over it, chips out of it, plastic skirt looked 
like it was cut with a hack saw. I mean 
ridiculous. They showed me a scratch and 
the plastic skirt but didn’t even notice the 
chips. Now if you knew me ten years ago, 
I probably would have not said a word but 
now I have gotten to the “I don’t give a 
crap if you can’t get it right I am going to 
let you know and you are going to make 
it right”. They took pictures and placed 
an order to make it right but man if you 
look at the craftmanship on this item you 
would think a ten year made it. I really 
hope	we	can	find	our	way	back	to	a	world	
where the customer is always right and 
people take pride in their work. 
 May your sunrises and sunsets be 
magical!

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

AUG 27-29: IL STATE SKEET CHAMPIONSHIPS  
(SHOOTING THIS WEEKEND WILL BE LIMITED TO EVENT PARTICIPANTS)

MEMBERS ONLY OFF HOURS SHOOTING REMAINS OPEN 
ALL OTHER DATES IN AUGUST PLUS 

PUBLIC HOURS ON THURSDAYS, SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS
SEE YOU AT THE CLUB!!

Final game day with my baby girl

A few blackberries are starting to ripen



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY
Closed Sundays

Pub Hours:
Mon-Wed til Midnight
Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m.
Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

SQUIRREL WITH DUMPLINGS
• 5-6 squirrels
• 5 cups water to cover meat
• 1 cup celery, chopped
• 1 carrot, sliced
• 3 tsp salt
• ½ tsp black pepper
• 1 medium onion, sliced
Dumplings:
•	2	cups	flour,	sifted
• 3 tsp baking power
• ½ tsp. salt
• 1 cup water
• 2 tbsp. shortening
Directions: 
1.  Directions for squirrel: combine meat, 

vegetables, salt, pepper and water in 
large kettle with tight cover

2.  Cover, heat to a boil and simmer until 
meat is tender, 75 to 90 minutes

3.  Remove from broth and take out all 
bones

4.  Strain broth and mash vegetables 
through strainer into broth

5. Return to heat and boil
6.  Stir in ½ cups cold water into 6 

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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tablespoons	 flour	 to	 make	 gravy,	
stirring constantly until it thickens then 
boil for one minute

Dumpling Directions:
1.		Mix	flour,	baking	powder	and	salt	in	a	

bowl
2. Cut in shortening until crumbly
3.		Add	enough	water	to	moisten	the	flour.	

Dough should be soft
4.  Drop Dumplings into steaming kettle 

about a dozen pieces at a time
5. Cover and cook for 20 minutes.
6.  Add cooked dumplings to broth and 

serve

SQUIRREL AND RED WINE CHILI
• 4 squirrels
• ½ cup bacon grease
• 3 cups dark red kidney beans
• 28oz diced tomatoes
• 1 pint tomato sauce
• 4 tbs. Tomato paste
• ½ cup green salsa (your choosing)
• 1 cup sweet corn
• 2 cups sliced mushrooms
• ½ cup celery, diced
• 2 medium onions, chopped
• 3 tsp. crushed garlic
• ½ tsp. salt
• ½ tsp. pepper
• ½ tsp. cayenne pepper
• ¼ tsp. cumin
• 1 bay leaf
• 3 cups red wine
• 1 tsp. Cornstarch , optional for thicker chili 
1.  Cook meat in a skillet in bacon fat, low 

and slow until tender and seasoned with 
salt, pepper and cayenne. Separate meat 
from any bones. Chop it up to the size 
you prefer.

2.  Add meat to a large kettle. Toss the 
mushrooms, celery and onions into the 
still-hot skillet, leaving the fond from the 

meat	in	the	pan,	season	as	you	see	fit,	and	
cook until they start to soften. Add the 
garlic and peppers and cook for a few 
more minutes.

3.  Add skillet contents to the kettle of 
meat and begin heating at a medium 
temperature. 

4.  Add beans, sweet corn, salsa, diced 
tomatoes, tomato sauce and paste, red 
wine. Simmer until all the ingredients get 
friendly with one another. You can thicken 
the chili if you feel the need, by stirring in 
a	bit	of	flour	or	corn	starch.	I’m	constantly	
tasting and adding seasoning as I go along. 

5.  I turn the heat down to the lowest setting 
and let the pot sit on the stove for a few 
hours, slowly getting better and better, 
visiting	to	fill	a	bowl	every	now	and	again.	
Of course, you can add cheese and/or sour 
cream when you dish it up. It just gets 
better the longer it sits.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph Vandervort, Owner

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

FAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAPFAILING HEALTH NEED TO SELL ASAP

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
BY RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 Sunday August 1, 2021, will be the 
beginning of squirrel season in Illinois.  
This will kick off the Fall hunting 
seasons.  There are those who turn their 
nose up at eating squirrel but they have 
never had these little bushy-tails well 
prepared.  They are delicious.  Once 
when I was hunting with my wife’s 
uncle who was an avid squirrel hunter, 
I brought three bushy tails home.  That 
night we were having friends over for 
dinner.  I carefully prepared the squirrels, 
boned them, diced up the meat and put it 
on top of a pizza.  While we were eating 
dinner, our friends commented on how 
good the pizza was.  When I told them 
that I put squirrel meat on as a topping, 
they stopped eating the pizza.  It’s the 
thought that counts.  

 For those hunters who have not 
gotten their FOID card renewed, you 
need not worry about being stopped 
by the Conservation Police, it does 
not matter.  Make sure you have your 
Illinois Hunting License because that 
does matter.
 When squirrel season comes 
along, I always think of my friend Otis 
McDonald.		I	first	met	Otis	McDonald	
in the cafeteria of the Stratton Building 
at	 the	 Capitol	 in	 Springfield.	 	 It	 was	
during one of our early Lobby Days.  
Otis was worried because the City of 
Chicago would not let him register his 
squirrel	 rifle.	 	 It	 was	 required	 by	 the	
city but they wouldn’t do it.  If he got 
caught, it would cost him his Second 
Amendment rights.  It was one of those 
little games anti-gunners play.  Well, 
we all know how that turned out.  When 
we passed concealed carry, the Chicago 
gun registration scheme went right 
down the toilet.  
 Think about Otis McDonald and 
never let him slip from our memories.  
And just for fun, next time you see 
one of those little bushy tails bouncing 
through your yard or scurrying up a 
tree, remember how they helped defeat 
the mighty City of Chicago.
 Hats off to South Jacksonville, 
Illinois, for celebrating the 4th of July 
by becoming a 2A Sanctuary village.  
Mayor Tyson Manke signed the order 
01-2021 not only declaring South 
Jacksonville a 2A Sanctuary, but also 

forbidding the use of local tax money to 
confiscate	firearms.		Good	going	Mayor	
and South Jacksonville.
 The Chicago Tribune reports that 
the number of FOID card applications 
in so-called safe suburbs are on the 
rise.  All but the naivest realize there 
is no such thing as a safe suburb, city, 
village or town.  Patricia and Mark 
McCloskey are prime examples.  Now, 
in some places, if you call 911, they 
ask you to leave your number and they 
will call you back.  There is an old 
saying, “the police will arrive in time 
to chalk the line”.  Nothing against 
the police, it’s just a fact.  Defunding 
police departments, lack of support of 
police	by	elected	officials,	no	bail	laws	
and soft on crime judges all add to the 
storm.  I am actually surprised that some 
sort of neighborhood militia hasn’t been 
formed in some places.
 The anti-gun side always put some 
sort of negative spin on gun ownership.  
They point out that there have been 
accidental shootings of children from 
firearms	 that	 were	 carelessly	 left	
around some places.  They never point 
out that these occur in homes that 
are occupied by people who are not 
eligible to own a gun.

	 The	National	Rifle	and	
Pistol Championships 
have started.  The 
ISRA has teams as 
well as individual 

competitors at Camp 
Atterbury, Indiana, where 

the NRA Smallbore Matches are being 
held.	 	 The	 ISRA	 has	 its	 first	 senior	
Smallbore Team in quite a while.  I 
went to Camp Atterbury to see the new 
Smallbore range and the new pistol 
ranges.  I must say, they are beautiful 
and they are covered.  Are they perfect? 
No, but they are close.  Shooting pistol 
off a nice concrete pad should help 
scores.  Some of us that shot many 
years at Camp Perry are a bit nostalgic 
but things change.  It is the way of the 
world and always has been. 
 On the legal front, ISRA cases 
are still waiting but that is not true 
nationality.  In the Fourth Circuit Court 
of Appeals (Richmond, Virginia), 
Judge Julius Richardson has ruled 
constitutional rights are vested at age 
18.  The case stems from 19-year-old 
Natalia Marshall’s attempt to purchase 
a handgun for self-defense.  Marshall 
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FOR SALE - CALL FOR DETAILS



DAILY & YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

Operating since 1991

Hunt Lick Creek Game Preserve, located on 991 acres 
of beautiful terrain in Central Illinois, with 189 CREP 

acres and a 55 acre lake that offers great fishing!

HUNTING SEASON: OCT 15TH - MARCH 31
FISHING SEASON: MARCH 15TH - NOV. 1ST

Pheasant, Chukar, Quail and are a full service club.
ALSO...We waive the membership fee on active duty military!

(309) 347-7191 • Cell: (309) 645-6157
www.lickcreek.com
WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!

UPLAND HUNTING & FISHING AT ITS FINEST!

had been forced to get a protective 
order against her ex-boyfriend.  She 
was denied the handgun, although 
she	 was	 otherwise	 qualified,	 because	
she was not 21.  Illinois has a similar 
law.  Moreover, in Illinois, those 18 
to 20-year-old people cannot get the 
required FOID card on their own until 
they are 21.  
 There are many people between 
18 and 21 who can’t get a FOID card 
because their parents are deceased, 
ineligible, live out of state or simply 
won’t sign for the FOID card.  The 
same is true of Illinois Concealed 
Carry Licenses.  This is a clear denial 
of their constitutional rights.  This case 
will go before the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  There are other cases in 
other states that are in a similar vein.  
Don’t be surprised to see a case here in 
Illinois soon.

Ammo Quest: 
 Reports have been coming in around 
the state concerning ammo availability 

and pricing at local stores.  One of our 
members picked up several boxes of 
brass cased CCI 9mm for $16.99.  The 
limit was six boxes.  This was from one 
of the “farm stores” around the state.  
For 45 ACP it was $24.99.  Much better 
than	I	was	able	to	find	online	although	
online prices did creep lower at 37 cents 
a round for steel case 9MM ammo.  
Rifle	 ammunition	 like	 .223	 steel	 case	
remained at 47 cents a round online.  
 Camp Perry, Ohio hosted the 
National Matches and the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program (CMP) July 
13 – August 1, 2021.  SAFS’s are a 
long tradition at the National Matches 
starting in 1918.  Originally, they 
were	 for	 service	 rifles	 but	 have	 been	
expanded to include pistol, smallbore 
rifles,	 rimfire	 sporter	 rifles	 as	 well	 as	
service	rifles.		
 One of the great things about 
Camp Perry is the CMP store.  They 
have	 refurbished	 military	 rifles	 for	
sale.  Once when I was there, I found a 
WWI	1903	Springfield	with	a	slot	cut	

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

into the receiver for a Pedersen device.  
A Pedersen device turned the 1903 
Springfield	 into	 a	 sub	 machine	 gun.		
This	 device	 converted	 the	 rifles	 from	
30-06 caliber to a cartridge similar 
to the 30 Mauser pistol cartridges.  
The magazines held 40 rounds and 
protruded out the side of the receiver 
making it look a little like a Sten 
submachine gun.  This would have 
been a devastating weapon in the 
trenches of WWI.  
 The war came to an end before 
they could be deployed.  In 1931, these 
devices were declared surplus.  Fewer 
than 100 survived.  The last one that 
I heard of that was sold went for over 
$25,000.  I was just glad to get one of the 
rifles.		That	is	the	kind	of	stuff	you	can	
find	at	 the	CMP	store.	 	There	is	also	a	
Commercial Row at Camp Perry where 
high-end target shooting equipment can 
be found.  Last year, target ammunition 
could be found there.  
 For those looking to advance their 
pistol training, Midwest Training Group 
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ISRA.org

STORAGE CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604
309-697-6299  Mobile-Maxx.com

BUY OR RENT         MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-697-6299

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x40

20 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

(MTG) will be holding an Advanced 
Tactical Pistol Class at our Range on 
August 28 & 29.  Contact andy1911@
imaxmail.net.
 

ILLINIOIS as of 7/14/2021:
Active CCL-419,617  *  Active FOID-

2,421,780

Thanks for being a member.  If you are 
not a member, JOIN NOW!

Upcoming Events: ISRA Calendar
For more information, visit www.isra.org



 Lake Shelbyville is experiencing 
high water levels and high catch 
totals!!! Additional water creates 
challenges, but it also offers rewards 
as well. The crappie are in their 
summer pattern allowing anglers 
multiple techniques to catch crappie 
with success. 
 The crappie bite has been very 
consistent and improving as the 
summer continues. The water level on 
Lake Shelbyville has been six to eight 
feet over normal pool, keeping the 

crappie in the open waters. Before the 
second week of August, the third hatch 
of shad will be present and following 
those	bait	fish	are	some	of	the	largest	
schools of crappie you may have ever 
seen.	Finding	bait	fish	first	will	be	the	
first	 step	 in	 locating	 the	 schools	 of	
crappie in the open water. Once you 
have	 located	 the	 bait	 fish	 and	 know	
the depth they are holding in, that 
will give you an idea on how deep to 
keep your bait. Trolling multiple rods 
with	 inline	 spinners	and	butterfly	 rig	
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

TROLLING FOR TROPHIES

NEW BOOK RELEASE! INTRODUCING... 

WINGS IN THE HANDS OF THE LORD
by Louis LaHood

Available for purchase now on Amazon.com

Wings in the Hands of the Lord presents a firsthand  
account of 30 bombing missions during WWII. From 
the pilot’s log of 1st Lieutenant Louis LaHood, this is the 
day-by-day memoir of his Army Air Forces service as he led 
his nine-man crew over various targets throughout occupied 
Europe in 1944.

LaHood vividly captures the dangers, near misses, and 
tragedies he encountered as a pilot, taking off from England in 
the foggy gloom of early morning, and completing his deadly 
assignments one-by-one.

This is the story of a boy becoming a man, leading others through 
war, and how a brush with failure helped him tap into a dormant 
faith, which became the foundation of his leadership.

followed schools over two miles in a 
single	six-hour	fishing	trip.	
 The vertical jig bite is another 
successful technique at this time 
on natural timber and manmade 
structures. Movement on your 
bait is key on most days and the 
PENDULUM TOSS is deadly on 
crappie during this time. Hair jigs 
at this time can make the difference 
from a good day to a great day. The 
shad minnows are almost littered 
throughout the lake and giving 
the crappie a completely different 
presentation makes all the difference 
in the world. Smaller hair jigs will 

baits tipped with minnows is one way 
to	 have	 a	 chance	 at	 a	 100	fish	 catch	
day. Boat control is a key component 
to successful trolling, so be mindful 
when it comes to boat speed. Boat 
speed can change from day to day but 
as a rule I troll between .8 and 1.4mph 
when trolling for crappie. Typically, 
crappie will be holding from 15-
22 feet deep in waters as deep as 60 
feet. The river channel is basically a 
highway that crappie will travel in 
looking for the next school of bait 
fish	for	them	to	feed	on.	Be	prepared	
to	 move	 with	 the	 fish.	 There	 have	
been times already this year we have 



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK!

New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!

MERCURY OUTBOARD 
SPECIAL - 25HP ELECTRIC 
START, TILLER WITH POWER 
TRIM/TANK AND PROP
 
$5,400 WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST
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trigger both active and reaction bites 
and with the water temperatures 
warming up the crappie will prefer 
smaller food options consistently. 
 Using slip-corks with either live 
bait	 or	 artificial	 baits	 is	 another	way	
to bring home a haul of crappie. 
The function of slip-corking is to 
keep your bait in the exact targeted 
water column and both live baits and 
artificial	baits	can	fill	a	livewell	on	any	
given trip. The manmade structures 
are the ideal place to use slip-corks 
on Lake Shelbyville. Casting towards 
them from a short distance is the ideal 
way to attack the entire structure while 
changing	 depths	 accordingly	 to	 find	
the active crappie, and that goes for 
every structure. Double minnow rigs 
under	a	slip-cork	is	how	I	fish	deeper	

water structures and sometimes we 
even catch two at once and that is 
exciting regardless who you are!!! 
 If casting is your technique of 
choice, then you are in luck. Lake 
Shelbyville has miles of rip rap 
shorelines with and around drop-offs 
making them ideal areas to cast small 
jigs for crappie also. Match the bait to 
the watercolor as close as you can and 
jigs with blades on them will enhance 
your	 fish	 catches.	 Lastly,	 casting	
around standing timbers in shallow 
water in the backs of coves are areas 
you can catch black crappie as well. 
If the water is 4 feet or less at times, I 
will cast a stationary cork and retrieve 
it back nice and slow with occasional 
pauses. Large schools of black crappie 
will be feeding on shad minnows in 

the shallow ends of some coves so 
attack them however you feel most 
comfortable. 
 At this time, I would like to say 
thank you to each and every one of 
my clients but especially the clients 
that are able to bring children on the 
boat. Young adults are so excitable 
and genuine to guide so thanks again 
for bringing them out. In closing I will 
share a memory of a certain young 
adult	 Teagan	 Born	 and	 our	 fishing	
trip with his dad Josh. We started our 
trip out trolling for crappie in 50-
60 feet of water and having a great 
morning and then… Teagan caught 

All New Lowe Painted Skorpion 17’ with
25HP. PERFECT SANGCHRIS SPECIAL!

SLABZILLA, and his dad and I caught 
the memory!!!! We caught around 
100 crappie that day and watching the 
progress of Teagan handle three rods 
while trolling and then watching him 
vertical jig a 13 foot Power Crappie 
TRIDENT ROD made my trip one 
to remember. Thanks again Teagan 
and	 Josh	 for	 coming	 out	 fishing	
with me. To book a trip visit www.
englandexpeditions.com or call 217-
520-3653.

CATCHING MEMORIES ONE 
FISH AT A TIME!!!!!

6771 State Hwy 42/57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Call for pricing & instructions Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Central

Email: yostfur@gmail.com

920-743-7162  • www.yostfurdressing.com

Hair-on Deer Hides $109
Natural Buckskin $89

HIPPO | RHINO | ELEPHANT | CAPE BUFFALO
ALLIGATOR | CROCODILE AND MANY OTHERS

CUSTOM LEATHER & HAIR-ON TANNING
MOOSE | DEER | ELK | COW | BUFFALO 
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season opener the more crowded your 
local archery shop becomes.    Personally, 
I like to give my bow its yearly tune up in 
late June but life happens and sometimes 
that visit to the pro shop gets pushed back 
to later in the summer. I don’t want my 
visit to the shop to feel rushed as he/she 
works on my bow knowing that there 
are three or more people waiting in line 
behind me to be helped. If I need a new 
string or peep site I have plenty of time to 
get comfortable with the change by doing 
this	well	before	I	go	afield.		
 You schedule regular appointments 
for general maintenance on your vehicle. 
You should do the same with your hunting 
equipment. Visiting my local archery 
shop now saves me a lot of last minute 
frustrations because I want to go into the 
field	 knowing	 that	 my	 equipment	 is	 in	
tip top shape and I won’t experience any 
unexpected malfunctions when I have a 
nice buck in my sights.
 Practice. Many serious bowhunters 
practice all year by joining leagues either at 
their own club or at an archery shop. This 
is a great way to keep muscles in shape 
and eliminates the need for special arm/
shoulder strength training exercises in the 
fall. You don’t want to pull your bow back 
in September and discover it is a struggle 
to do it and hold it for even 10 seconds. If 
you know there is a league team member 
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

PRE-HUNT 
PREPARATION
By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz
marleneasomag@gmail.com
 Bowhunting seasons is just around 
corner and so now is the time to get ready 
for the opener.  
 Visit the Pros. Getting your bow 
tuned up on a regular basis is the most 
important thing you can do to aid in a 
successful hunting season (next to sharp 
broadheads).  The closer we get to the 

waiting for you, you won’t be tempted to 
plop on the couch and turn on television. 
The club I belong to offers a weekly 
broadhead league to its members starting 
each August. This is excellent preparation 
for my upcoming hunts. 
 The closer it gets to when you’ll 
hit the woods it is so important to also 
practice while wearing the face mask you 
plan to use. Experience has taught me to 
do	that	because	finding	your	anchor	point	

can suddenly become a real problem if 
you have a nice deer/bear in front of you 
and you haven’t shot with it on since last 
year. If you choose to wear face paint 
you	should	have	no	problem	finding	your	
anchor point.
 It goes without saying that you should 
also continue to make practice shots 
throughout the season as you change from 
light weight clothing into heavier camo 
wear when temperatures cool.  It takes 

Lines get longer the closer you get to hunting season.

www.envisionins.com



• AMISH BUILT •

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIRMIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.comwww.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL
309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL
309-820-7543

Rentals Available for Contractors & Homeowners
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates

Minimal Delivery Fee

real discipline to do this because most of 
us think we don’t need to tweak anything 
once season opens. 
 If you have a 3-D target at your hunting 
shack	it	makes	it	easier	to	fling	off	a	couple	
practice shots before you head to your 
favorite stand.  I like to carry a practice 
broadhead shaft in my quiver and when I’m 
settled down in my stand I lob off a shot 
on the trail I’m covering.  Often it causes 
a deer to stop and investigate that “long 
skinny thing” since it is something new they 
have never seen there before.   Several deer 
have landed in my freezer because of their 
curiosity.  They are totally focused on the 
shaft and approach it cautiously giving you 
time to aim and release.
 Shafts. Each year I select the 6 shafts 
that I will put in my quiver for the hunting 
season. During a pre-season practice 
session, I take time to shoot each arrow 
using what I call my “practice tipped” 
broadhead into a target butt. I want to 
be	sure	that	each	shaft	flies	true	and	hits	
where I aim on a spot target. Sometimes 
I’ll use an animal paper target and if an 
arrow doesn’t hit the vital area after 3 
shots (with my practice broadhead) I 
don’t use that shaft for hunting.    
 Clothing. My closet is full of camo 
patterned clothing, long sleeved and short 
sleeved shirts, bibs, trousers, light weight 

jackets, heavy weight jackets, heavy rain 
gear, light rain gear, light weight overalls 
and heavy weight overalls.  Even with 
such an extensive wardrobe available to 
me there are actually only about 5 pieces 
of clothing I wear consistently. I think 
we all have those few favorite articles of 
clothing that we always seem to put on.  
 Since I’m a stickler for scent control 
I begin sorting through my hunting 
outfits	 and	 laundering	 them	 in	 August	
because once treated with scent reducing 
detergents like Scent Killer that part of my 
pre-hunt preparation is done when they 
get sealed in airtight containers. I also 
make sure I have my ElimiTick shirt and 
trousers set aside for those times when 
I’m scouting.  We all tend to think of tick 
protection in the spring but all I need is 
to	 dress	 out	 that	 first	 deer	 and	 see	 their	
hides peppered with ticks that I remember 
I need a repellent shield in the fall as well.
 Lures and cover-up scents. I use a 
lot of Wildlife Research products and I 
always like to check to see if I’m out of a 
specific	 item	 in	addition	 to	checking	 the	
expiration date on each product I use.  I 
am also looking on line and in the stores 
to see what they have developed that is 
new and improved.   
 Get in Shape. As I get older I know 
how important it is for me to have an 

annual tune-up as well. In addition to 
having my “wellness” check-up with 
my doctor I also try to avoid becoming 
a couch potato. Besides walking several 
miles each day, I have a set of simple 
exercises I can do as I work around the 
house. My Fitbit gives me an hourly 
notification	 which	 reminds	 me	 it’s	 time	
to get up and do a set of drills. I want to 
be sure I have the strength and stamina to 
drag out what I hopefully will tag this fall.
 Permission. Hunting is a privilege 
so the sooner you can get out and talk 
to a landowner the better it is if you 
plan to hunt private property. I feel this 
is something that needs to be renewed 
each year. Don’t expect that once you are 
given permission to hunt private property 
that the farmer’s consent is for a lifetime. 
Land ownership changes, kids grow 
up and may want to start hunting, or a 

landowner may decide to bowhunt him/
herself. How you treat the landowner and 
the property will ensure that you are given 
permission in year after year.  
 The sooner you can get your ducks in 
a row the better to make the bow season 
opener less stressful. There is no better time 
to start that pre-season preparation than now.
 So until next month, don’t forget 
to take your daughter, granddaughter or 
niece bowhunting.

Practice keeps you muscles toned 
and your aim sharp.

Ask permission—hunting is a privilege.



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Use Custom Jigs Ice Jigs all year ’round

for bluegill, crappie, perch, white bass,

trout and more!

‘Gill Pill Glazba

Flu Flu Chekai

Use                        H2O and Draggin’ Jigs

right now on your favorite lake or river

for walleye, bass, perch and pike! 

Rig them with 

for whoppers!
AUTHENTX PLASTIC

H2O Jigs
(9 sizes, 19 colors)

Draggin’ Jigs
(3 sizes, 7 colors)

Ringworm

Moxi

Pulse-R

Ribb-Finn

SUMMER 
DOCK 
FISHING!
By Walt Matan

 Sometimes you just want to 
catch	a	fish.	
 In today’s hectic world of high-
speed	boats	and	high	dollar	fishing	
tournaments, a lot of anglers have 
turned the simple joy of catching a 
nice	fish	into	a	one-up	competition.	I	
always	thought	fishing	was	supposed	
to be fun, maybe I’m just a big kid.
 When I was a kid, I used to 
fish	off	a	dock	on	Pistakee	Lake	in	
Northern Illinois. Old Man Dozer let 
me	fish	off	his	pier	and	I	would	catch	
bluegill,	 crappie,	 catfish	 and	 carp.	
I’d set out poles with chicken liver 
on treble hooks the night before. 
Then at daybreak I’d reel in a bunch 
of	catfish	to	put	on	the	stringer.	
 Next came bluegill and crappie, 
right under the dock on top of the 
Christmas tree pile. For dessert it 
was tackle busting carp as big as 
my leg! After breakfast, we’d hop 
in	 the	 Sears	 Gamefisher	 12-foot	
boat with the 9.9 Ted Williams 

motor	 and	 off	 we’d	 go...to	 fish	
other people’s docks!
	 Dock	 fishing	 still	 produces	
today, but sometimes we anglers 
get a little off track of the true fun 
you can derive from simple dock 
fishing.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	how	to	
maximize	 fish	 catching	 next	 time	
you	go	“fun	fishing!”
 Using the KISS (keep it simple, 
stupid) principle of angling, simple 
is best. Two rods and two setups 
are	all	you	need	 to	catch	ever	fish	
under the dock! You don’t need a 
$600 rod and reel combo, 74 tackle 
boxes full of lures and an$80,000 
bass boat for gosh sake!
	 A	 tungsten	 ice	 jig	 fished	 on	
ultralight rod it the way to start your 
day (I like Custom Jigs & Spins 
4.5mm Chekai jig). This is simple 
fishing	 my	 friend,	 no	 bobber.	 The	
tungsten jig has enough weight when 
cast, tossed or pitched up under the 
pier and the right fall speed to attract 
bluegill,	crappie,	bass,	catfish...	you	
get the picture.
 You can tip the jig with a redworm 
(messiest), a few waxworms or 
spikes (cleaner), or a Berkley Gulp 
waxworm (cleanest). Then it’s just 
a matter of pulling the boat up and 
holding close to the pier and pitching 
under, around and near the pier. If 
there are a lot of weeds, you’ll need 
to reel in a little quicker than if you 
have a sandy of gravel bottom.
 If you don’t have a boat, sneak 
up to a pier from shore and pitch 
around it. If nothing takes walk 
the pier and drop straight down 
at several spots until you contact 
something. If that fails, make some 
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MIDWAY MARINE

309-343-3810
boatramp@mchsi.com • 703 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401

 INVENTORY & BUILDING FOR SALE

short pitches around the pier towards 
deeper water.
 The next option is a simple 
jig and crawler. Because of all the 
obstructions under and around 
piers, I use a weedless jig. B-Fish-N 
Tackle’s 1/16th ounce Draggin’ Jig 
is light, bright, weedless, and has a 
wire keeper that holds the crawler 
tight to the jig head. 
 I’ll use a half crawler, which 
seems to work best. A light action 
spinning rod loaded with six-pound 
test is all you need for walleye, bass, 
catfish	 and	whatever	 else	 is	 hiding	 Nothing makes a boy happier than a bass!



in ambush under the pier. The 
technique is the same as with the 
tungsten ice jig. Cast, toss or pitch 
that jig right up under and around 
the pier to see what’s down there to 
give you a tug! 
 The Draggin’ Jig and crawler 
is also a great option for the shore-
bound angler. Because it’s weedless 
you can cast all around a pier or any 
shoreline obstruction without fear of 
hanging up.
	 After	 you	 fish	 enough	 piers,	
a pattern will develop, this is the 

moment of clarity that every angler 
wants to achieve. A Zen-like moment 
where you and the pier are one! 
 At this moment, you can call your 
shot, just like Babe Ruth! Sometimes 
it’s the shady side of the dock where 
the crappie are hiding, sometimes it’s 
the back side that holds the perch, 
sometimes it’s under the boat lift and 
not the dock where Mr. Bigmouth is 
waiting, sometimes it’s in the open 
next to the dock (bluegill apartment 
complex)...you get the idea.
	 And	 once	 you	 figure	 it	 out,	
you’ll	 be	 having	 some	 fun	 fishing	

Walt Matan is the chief lure designer 
for Custom Jigs & Spins, 

B Fish N Tackle and AuthentX plastic. 
Call 1-800-831-5535 for a FREE 2021 
Tips and Tricks catalog or you can 

log on to www.customjigs.com and 
download it right now!

Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
V A L U E  P R I C E D  V E H I C L E S !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

3 New F250 8-foot Pickup Beds……………………$2,200 each
2019 Chevrolet Colorado LT, Extended Cab, 4x2

2019 Toyota Highlander XLE, AWD
2019 Dodge Grand Caravan, Handicap Equipped 

2017 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4, 6 ½ Foot Bed
2017 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4

2017 Dodge Grand Caravan SE
2017 Ford Escape Titanium, 4x4

2016 Chevrolet Equinox LT, AWD
2016 Ford Escape SE, FWD

2016 Ford F150 Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4
2015 Chrysler Town & Country Touring

2015 Nissan Juke SL, AWD
2014 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4, 8-Foot Bed

2014 Chevrolet Silverado LT, Crew Cab, 4x4
2014 GMC Sierra 1500, Regular Cab, 4x4

2013 Ford F150 XLT, Supercab, 4x4
2013 Ford F150 Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4

2011 Ford F350 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4
2009 Jeep Wrangler X, 4x4, Soft Top

MOST OF THESE VEHICLES CAN BE PURCHASED 
AS IS OR SERVICED IF REQUESTED
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and that is what it is all about!
	 To	spend	more	time	fishing	than	
catching go to www.customjigs.com 
or www.bfishntackle.com
 You can check out the jigs online 
or call 1-800-831-5535 for a FREE 
Tips and Tricks catalog!

•  Fully Guided Archery, Firearm and 
Muzzleloader Whitetail Deer Hunting on 
750 acres. Includes Meals and lodging

•  Fully Guided Turkey Hunts. Includes 
Meals and lodging

•  Catfishing Trips, Family Fishing Trips- 
June 1st - Sept. 1st 

•  Bowfishing Trips- May 15th – Sept. 15th

Guides: Michael Eikenberry and Jeremy Dulaney
76 Clark Road, Golconda, IL 62938

Allaroundoutfittersllc@hotmail.com

(937) 726-3792  • www.allaroundoutfittersllc.com
Walt with a dock walleye

A nice walleye picked up this Draggin’ Jig from a dock



GET YOUR 
GIRLS 
FISHING!
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

outdoor lifestyle.  That is awful! 
 Having	 raised	 five	 kids,	 I	
know	 the	difficulties	 in	getting	and	
keeping them interested in anything.  
Our	 five	 have	 differing	 levels	 of	
enjoyment when it comes to hunting 
and	 fishing.	 	And	 that	 is	 fine.	 	But	
none of them can ever say they were 
not exposed to it enough to make 
their decisions about it.
 Now my life has taken me 
down that path once again.  With 
6 grandkids, they too are showing 
interest levels at different rates.  
My best example are my 2 oldest 
granddaughters. Makenzie is 13 and 
Faith is 8-years old.
 These two young ladies had their 
first	fishing	experience	at	4	to	5	years	
of age.  Both enjoyed it and both 
became once or twice a year angler.  
For some reason, that changed this 
year for both of them.  I have no idea 
why, but it makes me very happy.
 Faith and Mak are very 
competitive sisters.  They learned this, 
I am certain, from their two brothers, 
Ayden and Connor.  So now, like 
flipping	 a	 switch,	 both	of	 these	 girls	
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want	to	fish	every	time,	all	the	time.		I	
Love It!!
 There are, however, some things 
to	 consider	when	fishing	with	 girls.		
Some are obvious while others are 
more subtle.  Let me use my decades 
of	 experience	 fishing	 with	 kids	 to	

help you out.
 Comfort is the most important 
thing to consider when taking girls 
fishing.	 	Consider	 the	weather.	 	Too	
hot, not good.  Too cold, probably 
worse.  Raining, not going to happen.  
Watch the weather and plan your trips 

 I have always been a huge 
proponent of getting kids outside 
to do anything.  Personal electronic 
devices, as handy as they are, 
sometimes rob our youth of the 

Faith and Makenzie Dietrich have gotten bit by the fishing bug.  
God is Good. (Photos by Grandpa Mike)

JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com



701 Mariners Way, East Peoria, IL 61611 - Illinois Rt 116, 
mile marker 164.5 on the Illinois.

Fuel dock hours: 9-5 during 
season however, flexible to 
accommodate boaters as necessary.

280 slips ranging from 25 to 50 feet 
in length. Transient boaters are 
welcome to stop and spend a few days 
enjoying the marina and its many amenities!

EASTPORT AMENITIES 
• Restroom/shower facilities open 24 hours a day.
• Laundry facilities open 24 hours a day, just a short stroll from the docks.
•  Swimming pool and two hot tubs, enclosed by locked gates, with private 

restrooms and showers.
• Gas, diesel, pumpout and a full service department.

SEASON: APRIL 1-OCT. 31
One of the only marinas of its class between Chicago and St. Louis. It’s like a resort, a major resting point for boaters… 

Phone: (309) 694-3034 • Ron Roberts, Harbormaster - (309) 265-4789 • Heather Boehm, Manager - (309) 694-3034
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wisely.  A stocked cooler and snack 
bag is also highly recommended.
 NEVER FORGET that restroom 
breaks are going to be drastically 
different for your young female 
anglers.  They cannot just pick a bush 
or tree and make it happen like the 
boys.  Have this thought-out ahead of 
time because when it is time, it is too 
late	to	figure	it	out	then.	
 There is also a varying amount 
of the “Yuck” factor. All girls are 
different when it comes to what they 
will or will not touch.  Be aware of 
this and do not force anything on 
them.		Baiting	hooks,	taking	fish	off	
and	 especially	 cleaning	 fish	 might	
take a while for your young ladies 
to get their head, and hand around.  
Let them work at their speed.  This 
is important because, if pressed, 
the “Yuck” factor can turn them off 
forever.  Please be careful.
 This will sound crazy but, the key 
to success is success.  That simply 
means they are going to learn to love 
fishing	if	they	are	catching	fish.		In	
their world of electronic everything, 
instant	 gratification	 is	 expected.		

The last 2 generations have not 
been taught patience.  Get them to a 
place	that	has	plenty	of	fish	and	lots	
of opportunities for success.  Once 
they love the experience, patience 
will grow within them. I am not 
guessing.  I have seen this happen 
time and time again.
 Just last month the grandkids 
came over for a long weekend.  I took 
the	boys	fishing	in	the	boat,	one	at	a	
time.  Then I took the girls to lake to 
fish	off	the	dock.		Immediately	Faith	

turned it into contest by keeping 
score and rubbing it in to Makenzie 
every time she caught a bass. So Mak 
responded by keeping score, as well.  
It was hilarious to watch.  Then it 
got serious.  Mak turned to me and 
said,	 “Grandpa,	 I	 want	 fish	 out	 of	
the boat!”  I was not expecting that, 
but I liked it.  So before the weekend 
ended both girls got a turn in the 
boat and Makenzie managed to catch 
her personal best largemouth bass.  
Needless to say, Happy Grandpa!
 

Now	another	 exciting	note;	 I	 am	 raffling	off	 a	2-day	 fully	guided	
turkey hunt in the spring of 2022. This fundraiser to help my 
Granddaughter Makenzie pay for her school trip to Washington, 
DC next summer. The winner will get to choose between private 
property in either Missouri or Illinois.
 In Illinois we will be hosted by SHUHART CREEK 
WHITETAILS or in Missouri by MISSOURI HUNTING AND 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES. I will be your guide and the winner will 
get the hunt, lodging and food provided. All you need is your permit 
and get there. I am only selling 50 chances and they are $50 each. That 
is one heck of a deal for the lucky winner. To get your ticket or tickets 
call me at 217-257-7895. Please tell all of your turkey hunting buddies.  
Thanks ahead of time.

Lyla Heirich heading to the lake for 
the fist time with her fishing pole. 

Thanks to great grandma Linda 
McClure for sharing this great photo.



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection • Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 
Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

Hunting & Fishing Licenses & Stamps

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 547-1094

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Andrew Whitsitt, Owner
FORMERLY DINK’S

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

AC Beer and Bait

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 A question that several people have 
asked is “What’s with the holes?”  This 
is in regards to throwing knives that 
have holes and slots in the blades and 
handles.  Some think it is ornamental, 
and other think it is for weight reduction 
and balancing.  In some respects, they 
are correct, but with the ones having the 
slots in the blade these are not good, as 
this is a weak point.
 Holes in handles of solid knives 
are good for another use.  No, I’m not 
talking about tying a ribbon like some 
do for making a fancy throw.  What I am 
talking about is using the holes for full 
spin throwing distances.
 To explain my use of holes we will 
use the two Lefux Stork models.  One 

is the original around 10” long and a 
little over 10 ounces in weight, while 
the Maximum is 14” long and weights 
around 14 ounces.  Both models have 
three holes in the handles but being 
different weights and lengths, these 
holes are used slightly different.
 First let’s go with the smaller 
original model.  I like using this for my 
shorter distances of 7, 10 and 13 feet.  
At 7 feet I don’t use the holes since I’m 
throwing it by holding the end of the 
blade for a half-spin or doing an over or 
underhand no-spin.
 Going to 10 feet I use the end hole 
with the ball of my thumb pressing into 
it.  Not much to grip to, but this will 
make a good full spin.

WHAT’S WITH THE HOLES?
 At 13 feet it is choked up to the top 
third hole.  The end of the knife handle 
is resting on the heel of the hand, and 
the lower part of the ball of the thumb 
is resting on the third (top) hole.  This 
is almost what would be considered a 
hammer grip.
 Throwing at 16 feet does not need 
the holes.  At this point it is either 
thrown with the handle sticking slightly 
past the heel of the palm or turn it 
around and have the point of the knife 
resting on the wrist area.
 Turning our attention to the heavy 
Maximum this takes a little getting used 
to for throwing at the shorter distances.  

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

The weight helps it be a great longer 
distance knife, as well as an underhand 
no-spin thrower.  On 7 feet I do the 
same as was done with the Original.
 At 10 feet I’m barely using any 
hole.  The tip of my thumb is pushing 
into the middle of the end hole, making 
it	difficult	to	hold.		I	use	both	hands	in	
lifting the knife with the left hand to 
help keep it straight for the right hand 
to grip hard for the throw.
 The heavier knife makes it much 
easier to throw underhand no spin at 7, 
10 and even 13 feet.  Mainly it is best 
at 10 feet for this technique.  As for the 
spin, I will use the center hole with the 
back of my thump pushing into it.
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This is a Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ custom set of 
Lefux Maximum Stork throwing knives, 
with the author’s name repeatedly laser 

etched on both sides of the handles.

A tight grouping throwing from 16 feet 
with the Lefux Maximum Storks.



GIL COON - Manager
Formally GCR Tire Center

Office 309-343-1141
Gilbert.coon@popstire.com

1861 Knox County Highway 9
Galesburg, IL 61401

www.pompstire.com

 Sixteen to Nineteen feet is where the 
Maximum shines.  The weight and length 
are what makes this a perfect choice for 
the longer distances.  I’ve thrown it as far 
as 21 feet by holding the blade with the 
tip sticking about an inch past the heel of 
my hand.  However, throw the knife with 
the handle at 21 feet, and you are actually 
back to using the holes – the third hole 
to be exact, where I have the back of the 
heel of my thumb resting on the front 
edge of the hole.
 By this you can see that there 
is more to what’s in a hole than just 
making it decorative.  It can be useful 
for throwing and weight balance.
 Knife and axe throwing is becoming 

much more popular, and because of that 
there will be a lot of cheap “holy knives 
and axes” that aren’t really all that good 
and will break and bend easily.  If you 
find	a	good	quality	knife,	like	the	Lefux,	
made of stainless steel, that has holes in 
the handle, as a general rule they will be 
good.  The holes and slots in the blades 
are	 a	 definite	 weakening	 point,	 and	 if	
they	are	thin,	lightweight	and	flex	easily	
– stay clear.
 If you want to start throwing, but 
don’t want to invest in a very high-
quality knife, then look at one of the 

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
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Cold Steel Sure Flight models.  Sure, 
Flights are solid knives with one hole 
at the end of the handle, which I use 
just like the end hole in the Lefux 
knives described.  There are 3 models 
– 10, 12 and 14 inches.  Again, like the 
Lefux, each will work best at different 
distances, with the 10 and 12 being the 
best with which to learn how to throw.
 Hopefully, I’ve shed a bit of light 

on	how	 I	find	 something	useful	 in	 the	
“hole” in a knife.
 For further information on the top-
quality throwing knives that Lefux has to 
offer, go to www.lefux.design/en/. You 
can also see these knives being thrown 
on the Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ channel on the 
You Tube and Full30 networks.
 Until next time, shoot safe and have 
a great day of plinking.

“CO-CHI-1CO-CHI-1” CHARTER
Lake Michigan Sport Fishing At Its Finest!

North Point 
Marina

Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter 
Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH POINT MARINA at the 
Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE 

(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)
WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.5 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 35+ YEARS!

 (847)872-1191

For information and reservations call or write: 
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 

Even when throwing a Blackie Collins 
machete, the end lanyard hole can be used 

with throwing a spin from 10 feet.

The heel of the thumb sets on the third 
hole up on the handle of the Original Stork 

to throw it from the 13 feet distance.

At 16 feet the point of the knife is to the 
back of the heel of the palm.

Seven feet is a good distance to throw a 
half-spin, which is done by gripping the 

point area of the knife.



FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217
Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am

PEORIA FLAG PEORIA FLAG 
& DECORATING& DECORATING
Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! Central Illinois Flag Headquarters! 

Decorations For All Occasions,Decorations For All Occasions,
Exhibition DecoratorsExhibition Decorators

920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616920 E Glen Ave. Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Call: (309) 685-8989 • Call: (309) 685-8989 • www.PeoriaFlag.comwww.PeoriaFlag.com
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www.TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

  Clearly, the jury is 
not still out when it comes to wildlife 
management 101. The inescapable 
proof and universal evidence of why 
game animals are thriving in America 
and elsewhere today is a direct result 
of the simplest of science; habitat 
management, its carrying capacity 
and the sustain yield annual valued 
harvest of the surplus.
 Placing real world value on 
habitat protection, improvement, 
enhancement and overall management 
along with the monitoring of wildlife 
productivity is a virtual guarantee 
that these wonderful natural wildlife 
resources will thrive forevermore.
 We the people in the hunting/
conservation world can all rejoice 
and be exceedingly proud of such 
an accomplishment in a world that 
rarely does the right thing whenever 
government bureaucrats get involved. 
We’ve succeeded in spite of them so far.
 These wildlife resources are truly 
precious and mean the world to nature 
lovers everywhere, which is why they 
remain in the asset column when 
bureaucrats get out of our way and 
let truth, logic, science and common 

sense guide our policies.
 Usually.
 When I say usually, it is because it 
is unfortunately not always the case.
 How would you like it if some 
man assumes the authority of whether 
you could hunt on Sundays or not?
 How about if some man assumes 
the authority to take your hard-earned 
tax dollars and hire government 
shooters to kill bears year-round, 
using bait and hounds, where we 
are not allowed to utilize these same 
proven methods?
 Just how angry would you be 
if huge tracts of public lands were 
off-limits to hunting but ignorant 
bureaucrats once again charged you 
to hire government killers to kill our 
game for us?
 What would you say to a 
bureaucrat that lied to you claiming 
the number one game bird on planet 
earth was mysteriously categorized as 
a songbird?
 What would you say to a 
government	agency	that	finally	allowed	
the harvest of overpopulated, crop 
destroying sandhill cranes, but forbid 
you to eat these rib-eyes in the sky?

 How would you respond if 
government goons defunded the police, 
released violent criminals into your 
neighborhoods, then made it illegal for 
you	to	own	or	use	a	firearm	to	defend	
your family under these engineered 
exploding crime wave conditions?
 Would you blindly obey a 
government decree that forced your 
children to wear dangerous, proven 
health destroying face masks all day 
in school?
 Some might ask what such 
concerns have to do with our hunting 
rights, but know for sure that any 
arbitrary, punitive, nonsensical 
regulation relates to all such over-
reach by out of control bureaucrats.
 I could go on with diabolical after 
diabolical examples of such insanity, 
but the bottomline is this; just how 
much of this crap are we willing to put 
up with?
 Clearly, many dedicated, longtime 
sporters have decided not to put up 
with it by simply not buying hunting 

or	fishing	licenses	and	just	decided	to	
quit altogether.
 To my way of thinking, this very 
frustrating	 runaway	 self-inflicted	
attrition is not only not the answer, 
but dangerously counterproductive to 
not just the future of conservation, but 
ultimately, the future of true freedom 
in America.
 You know damn well that all 
those currently existing examples 
of nonsensical power abuse above, 
and many, many more like them 
are glaringly wrong and against 
everything America stands for.
 Which brings me to the most 
important resource management 
in the history of the world; We the 
people resource management.
 When anyone pushes us to 
obey unjust, glaringly nonsensical 

by:ULTIMATE RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT



SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

and
2512 W. Main St.

Shelbyville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com
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BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

regulations, we cannot bend over and 
let them get away with it. We must 
fight	 back	 and	 demand	 truth,	 logic,	
science and common sense to guide 
our decisions.
 In the world of conservation, this 
runaway cultural depravity threatens 
the very future of hunting, and 
freedom in America.
 For far too long, far too many 
otherwise smart, patriotic Americans 
have stood on the sidelines watching 
it all happen.
 Thank God a vibrant awakening is 
taking place across America, and I for 
one believe the most effective army for 
change and upgrade can be found in 
the conservation families of America.
 When a runaway overpopulation 
of wolves were destroying the 
deerherd of Wisconsin, and creating 
a very dangerous condition for rural 
families, it was Hunter Nation that 
charged forward and demanded a long 
overdue wolf hunt.
 In the 2016 presidential election it 
was Hunter Nation that rallied across 
the heartland, waking up the sleeping 
giant of licensed hunting families to get 
out and vote that made the difference 

in winning voting margins to elect a 
candidate that stood for God, family, 
country and our hunting lifestyle.
 I kid you not, human resource 
management is basically how America 
was founded. No more kings, no more 
tyrants, no more emperors, just we 
the people experimenting in our own 
self-government, bringing forth the 
greatest quality of life, freedom, liberty 
and pursuit of individual happiness in 
the history of humankind.
 Nothing screams such American 
independence and rugged individualism 
quite like the hunting lifestyle, and it 
could very well end up being upon us 
to make the precarious quality of life 
upgrade in these trying times.
 Ask yourself; are the hunting 
and	 fishing	 and	 trapping	 regulations	
perfect in your state? Do you have a list 
of sensible upgrades that would make 
our outdoor lifestyle better, more fun, 
more effective, less cumbersome and 
more attractive?
 As the summertime buffer months 
leading up to hunting season 2021 drag 
on, I would beseech all sporters to look 
into HunterNation.org to see how more 
and more dedicated families are rolling 

up our sleeves to take on the toxic 
status quo of over-regulation for better, 
smarter outdoor family fun.
 If we fail to unite for such 
upgrade, we will continue to lose 
hunter numbers and hunter’s rights at 
a dangerous and alarming rate.
 Some apathetic Americans continue 
with the insanity of the cultural suicide 
of squawking; I’m not into politics.
 Such irresponsible disconnect 
is exactly what put America in this 
embarrassing downward spiral we 
find	ourselves	in	today.
 If only the true spirit of 
independence and individualism 
would unite us, we could truly reverse 
these treacherous trends.
 Please galvanize all your hunting 
friends to become a positive force for 
America to reckon with.
 Please visit HunterNation.org, 
join us, and help get America back on 
a TruNorth track.

TedNugent.com 
or 

facebook.com/tednugent

A small group of Black Bellied Whistling 
ducks recently spent a

couple of weeks in Gibson City. They 
spent time on the fishing pond at

Jordan Industrial Park, and also were 
seen in various yards and trees within

the City. The ducks are common to Texas 
and Louisiana. Photo by Mike Bleich.



Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash

OPEN: 
Mon-Fri: 

5:30am – 9:00pm
Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
Sun: 7:00am – 9:00pm

 309-329-2929  
Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 

BARNS N BOARDS
Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

Barn Siding • Planking • H& Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com
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 Hello again friends, I hope all is well 
and that you have enjoyed the Fourth 
of July festivities and are enjoying this 
beautiful month of August.  Since my 
last article last month, I went on vacation 
to Wisconsin with family and friends 
and had a blast.  I came home, was a 
groomsman in a wedding the day I got 
back from vacation and of course I have 
been	fishing	as	much	as	I	possibly	can.		
Sometimes coming up with 1200 words 
every	month	on	fishing	or	a	story	can	be	
difficult	 to	 not	 be	 repetitive,	 as	 this	 is	
my fourth-year anniversary this month 
writing every month for Adventure 
Sports Outdoors. That is 48 articles in 
the last four years.  How cool is that? It is 

not	always	flowers	and	unicorns	though.	
I personally am sitting here just thinking 
of all the trips I have to reschedule due 
to	rain	and	thunderstorms.		Trying	to	fit	
people in with kids before school starts.  
Doing some double trips here and there.  
They	said	be	a	fishing	guide,	 it	will	be	
fun. You know most days it is, but along 
with running any business the job comes 
with its stresses.  You think you are going 
to have a great week, book six to seven 
trips and then you do one or two.  Guiding 
is a crazy business from having to obtain 
all of your clientele, make them want to 
come back, social media, website, do 
what you need to do for sponsors on that 
end with promoting and product testing, 

etc, etc.  You have to answer all of your 
emails, answer all of your phone calls, 
or return voicemails and try to get back 
to Facebook messages, stay relevant on 
social	media	platforms	and	stay	on	fish	
and	fish	patterns	to	be	a	successful	guide	
and be a dad, husband, friend, son and 
be	 the	 Central	 Illinois	 favorite	 fishing	
guide.  Fish 8 hours but your day is really 
about 14 hours of work. It never ends. 
 That being said, I do love my job 
and my career path and would not want 
to do anything else with my life at this 
current stage!  It has been a beautiful 
blessing	to	have	my	own	flexibility	and	
being able to juggle work and family 
and keeping my priorities straight.  I 

never imagined starting a guide service 
at 24 years old and now at the age of 30 
I know it’s what I am supposed to do!  
Some days it is tough going out, having 
the lake rise a couple feet and when it 
starts to lower having a shad hatch and 
the water is hotter than usual in years 
past	and	you	can’t	fish	history	or	go	to	
your normal waypoints, you actually 
have to grind and grind from sun up to 
sun down and learn a different pattern 
in	comparison	to	fishing	the	history	you	
once knew or were used to year after 
year.  That has been my last month.  I 
tried everything I usually do when I 
got home from vacation and then some.  
Finding new areas and new techniques 

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith



2002 Ford Thunderbird V8, All Power, Leather, Removable Hard Top, 33,576 Miles ...............$20,000
(Cocoa not included)

2012 Chevy Equinox, 4cyl., Most Power Options, LS Package, 95,564 Miles ..................................$12,000
2010 Honda Accord LX, 4cyl., Power Windows/Locks, 1-Owner, 122,000 Miles ............................$8,999
2002 Jeep Wrangler 4x4, 6cyl., 4.0 Engine, Auto/Air, Soft Top ........................................................$12,999

S e e  A l l  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!
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to work when nothing else would, was so 
gratifying to me.  Different techniques, 
putting my head together with other 
anglers looking for same results, to 
trolling rooster tails or drop shot rigs 
with minnow for white bass.  Yeah, I 
said drop shot minnows for white bass.  
Weird? I’d say so.  It only made sense! 
Watching	these	fish	on	livescope	chase	
every bait known to mankind and just 
eating baby shad that had just hatched, I 
knew I could try live bait and being able 

JACK & LIDIA’S RESORT, INC.JACK & LIDIA’S RESORT, INC.

847.356.1389847.356.1389

ON DEEP LAKE • CALL FOR DEEP LAKE FISHING REPORT
“ON THE WATER” 
RESORT FEATURING:
• Boat Rental
• Cottages • Fishing
• Picnic Area
• Full Service Bar
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

38610 N. Edgewood38610 N. Edgewood
Lake Villa, IL 60046Lake Villa, IL 60046

to target them vertical in 10-15 feet of 
water was unreal.  I held out on getting 
livescope	 and	when	 I	finally	bought	 it	
this spring, I decided I would not be the 
guy that only stared at my livescope.  
The Garmin livescope paired up with 
my Humminbird on down imaging and 
sonar at the bow to my Humminbird at 
the console on side imaging and down 
imaging and sonar and gps has made 
quite	 the	pair	 in	finding	fish!	 	Teamed	
with the 112lb Minnkota ultrex trolling 

motor and being able to troll from back 
of	 boat	 and	 find	 shad	 schooled	 and	
then white and yellows under them 
and then picking which ones you want 
with the livescope once you have spot 
locked on a school, is insane.  I had the 
technology	in	my	grasp	but	was	fishing	
history instead of utilizing $9,000 
worth of electronics on the boat that can 
literally	find	anything.		Then	comes	the	
catching…. Not so easy… you catch one 
here and there, watch it come up to you 

and swim away.  You do catch one, pull 
it up, it poops in your boat from literally 
being so full and has shad falling out 
of its mouth, how do you compete 
with that? The answer is patience and 
persistence!  That is one thing I am - 
persistent.  I asked my wife out over 
300 times while in high school until she 
finally	said	yes.		I	don’t	give	up!		Every	
now and again, when I’m getting close 

Continued on page 75



TROPHY TIME BULLS
Hot Action on Huge Redfish

By: Colby Simms with Tim Garner & Andrew Veach
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 I’ve been fortunate to be able to 
spend time in the boat with Captain 
Shawn Lanier, one of Louisiana’s top 
trophy	 redfish	charter	guides.	Shawn	
enjoys	 trophy	 redfish	 action	most	 of	
the year in the angling mecca that he 
calls home. Middle summer through 
late fall is my favorite time of year 
for bull reds from Mexico and Texas 
across to Louisiana and Florida, with 
the western locations producing a 
little better when it’s hot, and the 
eastern destinations my choice as 
the weather cools. But now is the 
time to get late fall trips lined out if 
you	haven’t	 already.	My	first	 redfish	
trip to Venice, Louisiana took place 
right after Thanksgiving, and it was 
an experience I’ll never forget. My 
friends and I left the Midwest wearing 
long pants and hooded sweatshirts, in 
weather that was far beyond chilly. 
As	our	fishing	seasons	were	winding	
down	for	the	winter,	the	trophy	redfish	
action was getting red hot down 
south, and we were more than excited 
to meet up with Shawn and get out 
on the water. After an easy drive, we 
slipped into shorts, tee shirts, and 
sandals, that we’d spend the rest of 
the week in, chasing giant inshore 
saltwater brutes. We happily soaked 
up the warm sunshine of southern 
Louisiana.
 
*Angler Escape
 There’s really nothing quite like 
a winter escape. As air temperatures 
plummet, and the water in our home 
lakes and rivers gets icy, or close to it, 
we wrap up our tournament and TV 
show	filming	seasons,	as	our	guiding	

business slows considerably, and we 
get ready for far too much time indoors. 
Winter is my least favorite time of the 
year, at least, until I head south that 
is. Trading in insulated clothing for 
the kind we wear in summer is a joy, 
in and of itself, but combine that with 
hard	 hitting	 saltwater	 fishing,	 and,	
well, words can barely describe.
 
*World’s Best
 Venice is the undisputed capital 
of	 trophy	redfish	angling,	 the	best	of	
the world’s best destinations for this 
species. And, while the Venice area 
offers	lots	of	great	fishing	for	a	wide	
variety of both inshore and offshore 
species, not to mention hunting, and 
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Colby Simms shot this photo of 
Capt. Shawn Lanier of Fish On Guide 
Service hefting one of many trophy 

redfish caught that day.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, bass and billfish tournament champ 
and multiple circuit championship title holder, record holding guide, 

public speaker, award winning international writer and network TV & radio 
personality, and Owner of Colby Simms Outdoors LLC, offering custom lures 
& tackle, professional promotions, media services, seminars, and guided trips 

& fishing vacations in the U.S., Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com and follow them at: 
www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro & 

www.facebook.com/ColbySimmsOutdoors. 

many other activities, the bull red 
drum	 fishing	 is	 so	 good	 that	 you’ll	
have to pinch yourself, just to be sure 
that you’re not dreaming. The state of 
Louisiana calls itself the sportsman’s 
paradise, for good reason, and the 
Venice area is truly something.
 My good friend Mark Davis, 
host and star of the Big 
Water Adventures TV show 
on the Outdoor Channel 
(BigWaterAdventures.com), 
had been recommending 
Venice for bull reds for years. 
Mark hooked us up with 
his friend Captain David 
Iverson, who sent us out with 
Shawn on the second day of 
our trip. Venice produces hot 
trophy	redfish	action	all	year	
round. While you’ll run into 
more bonus species while 
chasing reds in summer, the 
fish	 are	 bigger	 and	 heavier	
in the cool months of the 
year. Late fall, though the 
winter and into early spring 
produce some of the biggest 
bulls of the year, anywhere 
on the planet.
 
*Red Hot Fishing
 Captain Lanier moved a 
lot. The action was fast and 
furious and we experienced 
many doubles and even 
triple headers on trophies! 
If an area wasn’t producing, 
Shawn would quickly move 
us to a spot that was, and we were into 
giants again. It was truly incredible. 
While the surface plug bite was a 
little slow, we did very well with 
spinnerbaits, swimbaits and popping 
cork	 rigs,	 all	 very	 exciting	 fishing	
methods. When reds hit an offering, 
you know it immediately. And, often 
times, there’s almost no chance to 
even set the hook. They strike so hard 
and fast that you just end up hanging 
on for a while, before starting to try 
and bring them back toward the boat. 
For anyone that has never chased bull 
redfish,	 you’ve	 got	 to	 get	 down	 to	
Venice and give it a go. It truly is a trip 
of a lifetime that all anglers deserve to 
experience at least once in their lives.
 
*Get Out There
	 We	 can	 lose	 ourselves	 and	 find	
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WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

ourselves again, each and every time 
that we step away from the hustle 
and bustle of the all too fast paced 
modern world. As we plug back into 
nature, stepping back into God’s great 
outdoors, our souls are again restored, 
as the wild spirit within us soaks up 
what it longs for every minute of 

every day. To contact Captain Shawn 
Lanier of Fish On Guide Service 
LLC (FishOn-GuideService.com) 
and the Fish On Lodge, call 225-
205-5353 or email llanier1@yahoo.
com to experience the planet’s best 

trophy	 redfish	 action	 on	 a	 trip	 of	 a	
lifetime. Life passes by all too quickly 
these days it seems. Times spent with 
family and friends in the outdoors, 
indulging primitive passions, can 
never be measured, so, get out there…

Colby and Colby Simms Outdoors 
Pro Staffer Andrew Veach with several giant reds 

about to be filleted up for the grill.

Colby and Colby Simms Outdoors Field Staff 
member Tim Garner display a pair of beautiful reds 

caught on one of many doubles.



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker - 
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

FISHING 
PLASTIC 

BAITS

 August is upon us and with the 
Lull	in	fishing	associated	with	the	Dog	
Days of Summer comes the perfect 
time	to	fish	with	Plastic	Baits.	Plastic	
baits come in assorted colors, sizes, 
shapes,	 and	 types	 such	 as	 floating	
and	 non-floating.	 There	 are	 paddle	
tails, curl or ribbon tails, slim-line 

curled tails, and even some with no 
tails. Some of these baits have scent 
added to the plastic mixture such as 
salt and/or garlic. Whether you use 
the Berkley Power Baits, dip your 
own plastics in Spike-It garlic dye, 
or spray scent on your baits, I believe 
scented	plastic	baits	 catch	more	fish	
than unscented.
 The versatility of plastics in 
fishing	 is	 unlimited.	 These	 baits	
can duplicate the movement of a 
swimming snake, be hopped across 
lily pads, moved slowly over grass 
beds, or tossed under docks. You 
can pitch them into buck brush and 
reeds, jig them at the base of trees, 
or retrieve them quickly across the 
top of the water. They can be cast 
out	 to	do	nothing,	but	float	 lazily	 in	
the water, and when rigged correctly, 
even make noise. Plastic baits are 
designed to resemble worms, grubs, 
lizards,	 crawfish,	 frogs,	baitfish,	 and	
centipedes. The shape of other baits, 
such as the infamous French fry, do 
not resemble any living creature, but 
bass will gobble them.
	 Worm	 fishing	 does	 not	 have	 to	
be boring for the impatient person. It 

isn’t necessary to let the worm sit until 
the bass takes the bait. However, there 
are times this technique works when 
nothing else will. Think of the bass 
as a cat. If you move the string (your 
bait) a little, it catches the attention 
of the cat (the bass). Slowly change 
the direction of the string, shake the 
string, and let it sit for a moment. The 
cat will watch the string, and, if you 
are persistent, the cat will attack the 
string. Bass react in a similar way. 
This	method	works	well	when	fishing	
plastics and the bass seem to have 
lockjaw. When it’s feeding time for 
that cat, the sound of a can opener 
brings the cat to you faster than trying 
to call it for food. Put a rattle, either 
glass with beads, or a metal one, in 
your plastic bait. Shake your rod 
gently and the rattle will cause sound 
waves under the water. A hungry 
bass will investigate and inhale your 
plastic bait.
 Speaking of inhaling… 
Newsflash,	 bass	 do	 not	 bite!	 They	
actually inhale your bait. They open 
their gills and inhale water along with 
your bait. There are times when the 
bass are aggressively feeding you can 
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feel a Tap Tap or pull on your line. 
When this occurs, the bass is actually 
inhaling your bait. Set the hook 
quickly. Other times, your line will 
feel mushy, as though you are pulling 
your bait through slimy grass. Set 
your hook! It’s probably that really 
big bass you’ve been trying to catch.
	 When	 you	 fish	 with	 artificial	
baits, it is important to know the type 
of	 structure	 you’ll	 be	 fishing.	 Grass	
beds, rocks, points, reeds, brush, 
timber, ledges, and docks are some of 
the	structures	you	will	fish.	The	plastic	
baits	 you	 use	 fishing	 these	 structures	
differ because of the shape and body 
of the tail. Curl tail worms and grubs 
have wide tails and leave a wake in the 
water as you reel in the line. This action 
attracts	 the	bass	when	you	are	fishing	
sandy or clean bottom waters, murky 
water, and grass. Even though the curl 
tail catches in the grass, the vibration of 
the large tail attracts the bass. This type 
of	 tail	 is	 also	more	 visible	 to	 the	fish	
under certain conditions. Straight-tailed 
plastics such as worms, Slug-gos, and 
flukes	are	used	when	you	fish	the	edges	
of grass beds, trees, brush piles, and 
reeds. This tail slides around and over 
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logs and will not hang up as easily as the 
gator tail in the same type of structure. 
Paddle tailed baits are effective when 
fishing	 over	 grass.	 The	 small	 paddle	
creates a waving action under the water, 
getting the attention of the bass hidden 
under the grass. It does not get hung up 
as easily as the curl tail.

Types Of Plastic Baits
 The centipede, ring fry, and stud 
fry	 have	 the	 profile	 of	 a	 caterpillar.	
Either end can be used as the head 
when placing it on your hook. When 
the plastic will no longer stay up on 
the hook, the bait can be turned upside 
down, placed on the hook and used 
again. This can be extremely helpful 
when the bass are taking only that 
color of plastic, and you only have a 
few of them with you. The rings on 
these	baits	hold	air	and	when	you	fish	
with them the air escapes, creating air 
bubbles under the water that attract 
bass. These baits are used on Carolina 
and Texas rigs. They can also be 
fished	using	a	split-shot	weight,	light	
line rig, or with no weight because 
they are heavier baits. I prefer using a 
3/0 or 4/0 wide-gap, offset hook with 
these baits for maximum penetrations 
when setting the hook.

 Plastic frogs hopped over lily 
pads can give you a jolt as good as 
any topwater bait. Sometimes when 
the frog slides over the pad and is 
allowed to sit on the edge of it, a bass 
will come straight up out of the water 
to try and eat that frog. Don’t set the 
hook until you feel the bass tug down. 
It’s	 difficult	 to	 stop	 your	 immediate	
reaction of setting the hook, but if 
you do not wait, the bass will swim 
away. Use a weed guard type hook for 
protection from hooking lily pads and 
stems or imbed the point and barb of 
the hook into the back of the frog to 
make it weedless.
 Fishing with lizards, a spawning 
bass’ natural enemy, can be done 
year around. They can be purchased 
in	any	size	and	color	you	like	to	fish	
with. Notice the colors the live lizards 
are sporting for each season, and 
match the hatch with your plastics. 
Remember lizards can sit still, run, 
turn, stop and start on a dime. Using 
lizards in heavy cover can be tedious, 
but well worth the patience it takes to 
catch bass in brush, reeds, and heavy 
grass.	 If	 you	 fish	 this	 bait	 in	 deep	
water, the bass will try to kill and eat 
the lizard just as it does in shallow 
water. People have a tendency to use 
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lizards only in the spring. But year 
around use of these baits can be very 
productive, just as they are in the 
spring.	 Lizards	 are	 normally	 fished	
using a Carolina or Texas rig.
 Grubs and Tube Baits are 
normally	fished	on	lighter	line.	Using	
a jig-headed-hook, thread the bait on 
the hook and cast it under a dock, 
near the bank, on a point, or around 
the pilings of bridges. Allow the bait 
to slowly arch back to your boat, 
keeping contact with your line so you 
can feel the strike. You can also hop 
these baits on the bottom or swim 
them under the water toward you. 
Use a hook size slightly smaller than 
the length of the body of the plastic, 
allowing the tail to move freely in 
the water. Grubs can, and should 
be, included in your list of Carolina 
rig	baits	to	fish	with.
	 Crawfish	 are	 the	 filet	mignon	 to	
a bass. Their little, snapping claws 
will call a bass as quickly as a can 
opener will a cat. Put a rattle in the 
body	 of	 the	 crawfish,	 and	Texas	 rig	
the bait. You can also place a glass 
bead between the weight and the 
hook for an added clicking noise. 

Crawfish	 can	 be	 found	 near	 rocks,	
sand, and grass. When they are on 
the defense against and enemy, they 
move backwards. Put the bait on your 
hook so the claws will be facing away 
from you when retrieving the bait. 
Retrieve this bait slowly toward you. 
Shake your rod tip, then move the bait 
again. Change the pace of movement 
occasionally so the bait will seem 
alive.	Watch	the	color	of	the	crawfish	
change each season and use that 
knowledge	when	you	go	fishing	with	
your	 plastic	 crawfish.	 Crawfish	 are	
probably	 fished	more	 with	 jigs	 than	
solo hooked. Jigs give bulkiness to 
the bait that attracts larger bass. They 
are	also	very	effective	at	night	fished	
on a Carolina rig or as a jig trailer.
	 Do	 nothing,	 free-floating,	
jerkbaits,	 Bass	 Assassins,	 flukes,	
Senkos and Slug-gos are really fun 
to	 fish.	 These	 baits	 are	 formed	 to	
resemble	 baitfish	 and	 small	 snakes.	
They	 can	 be	 fished	 in	 open	 water,	
over grass beds, near bridge pilings, 
under docks, deep and shallow water, 
through trees, near reeds, bushes, and 
grass	lines.	You	can	fish	them	with	or	
without weight depending upon the 
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structure	you	are	fishing.	To	fish	these	
baits, cast out and let the bait move 
slowly through the water, twitching 
your rod occasionally to keep the bait 
moving. You will feel a tug on the 
line, so you will know when to set 
the hook. You can also use these baits 
on a Carolina rig or, if it is schooling 
time	 for	 the	fish,	 rig	 the	bait	Wacky	
style and cast the bait into the school. 
Be ready to set the hook when the tug 
occurs. Wacky rigging can also be 
very effective as a search bait around 
weed lines, docks and stumps!
 The French fry or 4-inch 
Senko are my personal favorites. 
Watermelon seed or Pumpkin Seed 
dipped in Spike-It chartreuse garlic 
scent	 is,	 to	 me,	 a	 killer	 bait.	 I	 fish	
these particular plastics year around, 
outside and inside grass beds, shallow 
and deep water, with the same good 
results.	 Normally	 when	 I	 fish	 these	
baits, if the wind is not blowing too 
hard, I will use light line with a #7 
split-shot on a spinning reel. If the 
wind picks up, I change to a #5 split-

shot. Keep the line loose and watch 
it carefully. When the line begins to 
move, crank up the line, and set the 
hook.	 You	 can	 also	 fish	 these	 baits	
on heavy line, Carolina rigged and 
wacky style. 

Hooks, Weights, and Rigs
 The hook size you use depends 
upon the size and shape of plastic 
baits	 you	 are	 fishing.	 Using	 off-set	
hooks will help eliminate the plastic 
sliding down the shaft of the hook. 
Wide gap hooks should be used when 
fishing	 the	 thicker	 plastic	 baits.	The	
thicker plastic baits such as frogs, 
flukes,	 Slug-gos,	 and	Bass	Assassin,	
will bunch up on a regular worm 
hook. The weedless hook is normally 
used	 for	 fishing	 grubs,	 tubes,	 and	
frogs. This particular hook helps 
protect the barb from snagging in 
heavy vegetation. 
 Carolina rigs have a weight either 
pegged or separated by a swivel, 12 
inches to three feet from the hook. If 
you	 are	 fishing	 deep	water,	 I	 would	
suggest using the swivel. If your hook 
gets snagged, normally you will only 

lose the leader and not the weight. 
Keep extra leaders with the hooks 
attached in a zip-lock bag in your 
boat, and you can quickly re-tie your 
Carolina rig. The hook size you use 
depends upon the size of plastic bait 
you	are	fishing,	so	store	different	size	
hooks on those leaders in the zip lock 
bag. Remember, the larger the bait, 
the larger the hook.
 A Texas rig places the weight just 
above your hook. This technique works 
well in water up to just over 20 feet deep, 
depending upon the structure you are 
fishing.	If	you	are	jigging	in	deep	point	
grass beds, use the Texas rig because 
it keeps contact with your slim tail or 
gator tail worm. Using the Texas rig 
under these conditions makes it easier 
to	feel	a	fish	on	your	line.	The	shape	of	
the weight must also be considered. If 
the	structure	you	will	be	fishing	has	a	
sandy, clean bottom, or grass, you can 
use a bullet weight. If there are rocks 
or tree roots, etc., use a barrel-shaped 
weight. It will roll over these obstacles 
better.	 If	 you	 are	 fishing	 light	 line,	 I	
would suggest using the Water Gremlin 
split-shot. It can be easily removed and 

replaced with a lighter or heavier split 
shot when the wind sops blowing or 
increases in strength.
 A Wacky rig does not have a 
weight on the line. Tie your straight-
line hook or weedless hook on the 
line. Push an O-ring to the middle of 
the plastic bait, slide the hook under 
the ring and cast out the line, and let 
the bait move in the water either with 
the water movement or your rod tip. 
Because the weight is missing, your 
bait should not bog down coming 
across grass. Some people place a 
nail weight in the worm head to help 
it fall quicker.
 Plastic manufacturers continue to 
create new shapes, styles, and colors 
for baits each year. All of them will 
catch	fish.	Just	remember	that	oldies	
can be goodies to the bass, since they 
don’t see them as often as they used 
to. The only limitation of how, where, 
when and which plastic to use to 
catch bass is your own imagination. 
So, until next month, Good Luck, 
Good Fishing and I hope to see you 
on the water somewhere!

Fishing Plastic Baits . . . cont.



EUREKA, MO - To paraphrase a famous 
line	 from	 the	 1989	film,	 Field	 of	Dreams,	
“If you plant it, they will come.”  Hunters 
and	 wildlife	 watchers	 can	 create	 a	 field	
on their property that will attract the deer, 
gamebirds, and wildlife of their dreams.  All 
it takes is some basic knowledge of how to 
create a viable food plot.
 The Missouri Department od 
Conservation’s (MDC) Jay Henges Shooting 
Range and Outdoor Education Center will 
host Food Plots for Wildlife, Tuesday, Aug. 
3 from 6- 8 p.m.  The program is free and 
open to all ages.
 The guest presenter will be Chris 
Grellner from the Valley Park Elevator, who 
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will take the mystery out of how, when and 
what to plant for food plots.
 Grellner will cover what to consider 
when determining a good food plot site, along 
with the best times of year to prep and seed 
the	site.		Attendees	will	learn	the	benefits	of	
each crop option, like rye, clover, oats, wheat, 
and beans.  Grellner will also talk about the 
importance of testing the soil and what the 
sample results indicate.  Should you use lime 
or fertilizers?  What about overseeding and 
using clover?  These are some of the other 
topics Grellner will address.
 Finally, the presentation will focus on 
the equipment needed to get the job, and 
the pros and cons of renting versus buying 
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it.  Grellner will also have related products 
to show.  At the conclusion, he will be 
available for questions and discussion.
 Food Plots for Wildlife is a free 
program, but advanced online registration 
is required at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/
ZVd.  As this is an in-person activity, MDC 
asks all participants to observe current local 
social distancing and masking guidelines.  
Bringing and wearing face coverings is 
encouraged when appropriate. 
 The Jay Henges Shooting Range and 
Outdoor Education Center is at 1100 Antire 
Road, just off I-44, exit 269 in Eureka. 
 Program registrants should note that 
families now have the option to link their 

children’s accounts to their own which will 
streamline the program registration process.  
Once a group account is set up, parents will 
be able to register their children to an event 
without having to logoff and login for each 
person.  This allows parents to register an 
entire family or select family members to an 
event at the same time. 
 Stay informed of MDC latest programs 
by going to the MDC St. Louis regional 
events page at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/ZP6

2470 235th St.
Fort Madison, IA

1-877-BIRDHUNT
www.FaethsFowlPlay.com
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NEW MDC FALL HUNTING BOOKLETS AVAILABLE 
FOR DEER, TURKEY, DOVE, WATERFOWL
By Joe Jerek
JEFFERSON CITY, MO - Missouri 
deer and turkey hunters and waterfowl 
and dove hunters can get the most current 
information on upcoming fall hunting from 
the Missouri Department of Conservation’s 
(MDC) 2021 Fall Deer and Turkey Hunting 
& Regulations Information booklet 
and Migratory Bird and Waterfowl Hunting 
Digest 2021-2022, available where permits 
are sold and online.
 The 2021 Fall Deer and Turkey Hunting 
& Regulations Information booklet has 
detailed information on fall deer and 
turkey hunting seasons, limits, permits, 
managed hunts, regulations, conservation 
areas to hunt, post-harvest instructions, 
chronic wasting disease (CWD) updates, 
and more.
 The new booklet also has information 
on changes for the upcoming seasons, 
including:
•  Camden, Laclede, McDonald, and 

Pulaski counties have been added to the 
CWD Management Zone.

•  During Nov. 13–14, hunters who harvest 
a deer in the CWD Management Zone 
must take it (or the head) on the day of 
harvest to a CWD sampling station.

•  Hunters may transport deer heads out of 
the CWD Management Zone and deliver 
them to any approved CWD sampling 
location within 48 hours of leaving the 
county of harvest, except on Nov. 13–14 
when the head must be taken to a CWD 
sampling station on the day  of harvest.

•  The antler point restriction has been 
removed for Camden and Pulaski 
counties.

•		Hunters	may	now	fill	additional	firearms	
antlerless permits in 17 counties.

•		Hunters	 may	 now	 fill	 one	 firearms	
antlerless permit in Reynolds and 
Stoddard counties.

•  Qualifying landowners may now receive 
two Resident Landowner Firearms 
Antlerless Deer Hunting Permits in 
Dent, Douglas, Maries, Phelps, Texas, 
and Wright counties.

•		The	 antlerless	 portion	 of	 firearms	 deer	
season has been extended from three 
days to nine.

•  New managed deer hunts have been added, 
and	others	have	been	removed	or	modified.

•  Hunters without hunter education 
may now participate in most managed 
deer hunts, but they must hunt in the 
immediate presence of a properly 
licensed adult hunter who is hunter-
education	certified	or	exempt.

•  Deer hunting regulations have changed 

for some conservation areas.
 The 2021 Fall Deer and Turkey Hunting 
& Regulations Information booklet is 
available where permits are sold and 
online at mdc.mo.gov/about-us/about-
regulations/fall-deer-turkey-hunting-
regulations-information.
 MDC’s new Migratory Bird and 
Waterfowl Hunting Digest for the 2021-
2022 hunting season is now available 
where permits are sold and online. The 
handy, free guide has detailed information 
on waterfowl hunting along with hunting 
doves and several other migratory game 
birds such as rail, snipe, and woodcock. 
It also has information on needed permits 
and duck-stamp requirements, hunting 
seasons and limits, hunting areas, 
regulations, and more.
 The new Migratory Bird and 
Waterfowl Hunting Digest also has new 
information for the upcoming season, 
including:
•  New duck-season-date formulas 

were approved by the Conservation 
Department for 2021 through 2025.

•  The boundary between the North and 
Middle zones has changed near St. Louis 
and between Columbia and Miami.

 Learn more about waterfowl 

hunting in Missouri and view the 
new Migratory Bird and Waterfowl 
Hunting Digest online at mdc.mo.gov/
hunting-trapping/species/waterfowl.
 Get more information on dove 
hunting, along with other game-bird 
species, online at mdc.mo.gov/hunting-
trapping/species.
	 Buy	 Missouri	 hunting	 and	 fishing	
permits from numerous vendors around 
the state, online at mdc.mo.gov/permits , 
or through MDC’s free mobile app, MO 
Hunting, available for download through 
Google Play or the App Store
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MDC PLANS MISSOURI MASTER 
NATURALIST TRAINING IN HANNIBAL
HANNIBAL, MO - The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
works	to	sustain	healthy	fish,	forests,	and	
wildlife. MDC relies on citizen science, 
private landowners, and community 
engagement to further these efforts for 
the	benefit	of	all	Missourians.	That’s	the	
idea behind Missouri’s Master Naturalist 
program.
 This program for adults develops 
a corps of well-informed volunteers 
to provide outreach, education, and 
service dedicated to natural resources 
conservation within local communities.
 The Mississippi Hills Master 
Naturalist Chapter in Hannibal will hold 
a Master Naturalist training orientation 
6–8 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 3, at the Burt 
Administration Building on the Hannibal-
LaGrange University campus in 
Hannibal. Attendance at this orientation 
event is required in order to take part in 
the Missouri Master Naturalist training 
classes. Register for the orientation 
session by calling (573) 248-2530.

 Subsequent training classes will 
take place 5:30–9 p.m. on Tuesdays, 
Aug. 31–Nov. 30, at Hannibal-Lagrange 
University in Hannibal. The trainings 
will	 also	 include	 field	 sessions	 on	 two	
Monday evenings and three Saturdays.
 In addition to attending the 
orientation session, individuals must 
register for the Aug. 31–Nov. 30 
training. Registration closes August 
17, but class size is limited, and early 
registration is encouraged. Enrollees 
must be at least 18-years old and pay 
a $110 fee. Register online for the 
full training course at extension.
missouri.edu/events/missouri-master-
naturalist-mississippi-hills-chapter.
 Through a partnership with MDC 
and the University of Missouri Extension, 
the Missouri Master Naturalist program 
mixes science with service; engaging 
Missourians in stewardship of the state’s 
natural resources through science-based 
education and volunteer community 
service.

By Robert Hemmelgarn

 “The intent of the Master Naturalist 
program is to better connect people to the 
environment and to nature,” said MDC 
Volunteer and Interpretive Programs 
Coordinator Syd Hime. “There are a lot of 
people with an interest in nature who are 
looking for opportunities to develop their 
skills as naturalists and use those skills in 
volunteer service. We provide that through 
a community-based natural resource 
volunteer and education program.”
 Master Naturalists receive specialized 
training regarding nature in the region 
where chapters are based. Members help 
MDC and conservation partners through 
citizen science, educational programs, 
and stewardship projects. To become a 
certified	 Master	 Naturalist,	 participants	
must complete an initial training course 
and eight hours of advanced training. They 
must also contribute 40-hours of natural 
resource-related volunteer service through 
a local chapter.
 To help ensure public health and 
safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

MDC asks all participants to observe 
current, local guidelines regarding 
physical distancing and masking. MDC 
encourages participants to bring and 
wear face coverings when appropriate.
 For more information about the 
Mississippi Hills Master Naturalist 
training in Hannibal, contact Chapter 
Training Chairman Bob Kendrick at 
(573) 248-7361.
 Find more information about 
the Missouri Master Naturalist 
program at extension.missouri.edu/
masternaturalist/. For information about 
other MDC volunteer opportunities, 
visit mdc.mo.gov.

Help MDC and conservation partners through 
citizen science, educational programs, and 
stewardship projects. Register to enroll in 

the next Missouri Master Naturalist training 
program in Hannibal.



FLY FISHING ATTRACTING 
MORE WOMEN FOR THE 
CHALLENGES PRESENTED
By Bill Cooper

 Introduced	to	fly	fishing	at	ten	years	
of age, Joan Wulff is the “First Lady 
of Fly Fishing.” She grew up knowing 
about	shotguns	and	fly	fishing,	a	rarity	
in any sportsman’s circles in the last 
100 years. Her father, Jimmy Salvato, 
owned the Paterson Rod and Gun Store 
in New Jersey and introduced Joan to 
fly	fishing	at	an	early	age.
	 Joan	 took	 to	 fly	 casting	 like	 a	
fish	 to	water	 and	 soon	 became	 quite	
proficient.	She	turned	a	lot	of	heads	in	
the	fishing	world,	when	she	won	 the	
club and regional casting competitions 
in 1938, 1939, and 1940. She caught 
her	 first	 trout	 on	 a	 fly	 in	 1939	 and	
never looked back. 
 At	16,	Joan	won	her	first	national	
casting competition in the women’s 
dry-fly	 accuracy	 championship	 at	 the	
National Association of Angling and 
Casting Clubs competition in Chicago. 
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She	won	every	woman’s	fly	casting	event	held	through	the	1940s. 
 Wulff then spent the years between 1943 and 1951, 
except 1947, competing in and winning national casting 
championships. During that time, she won 21 championships, 
which	established	her	as	an	icon	of	women’s	fly	fishing.	She	
wrapped	up	her	amateur	career	by	becoming	the	first	woman	
to win the National Fisherman’s Distance Fly Championship 
with	a	cast	of	136	feet	against	an	all-male	field	of	fly	casters.	
She	completed	her	casting	career	with	an	unofficial	women’s	
world casting record of 161 feet.
 In	the	wake	of	Joan	Wulff’s	fly	fishing	success,	thousands	of	
women have navigated the rough course of breaking into the male 
dominated	pastime	of	fly	fishing.	Her	dedication	and	perseverance	
paved a path which many women have chosen to follow.
	 Today,	 the	fly-fishing	world	abounds	with	capable	 female	
fly	fishers.	Many	have	become	capable	guides,	offering	a	keen	
sense	of	capability	to	the	realm	of	fly	fishing.	
 Katie Cahn, from the Blue Ridge Mountains, grew up 
fishing	the	foothills	near	the	border	of	North	and	South	Carolina	
on land settled by her family in the 1800s.
 Katie drowned worms in the creeks and used nibbles of 
corn to catch shiners on a spinning rod. 
She	didn’t	discover	fly	fishing	until	she	
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attended college at Western Carolina 
University.
 “For three years, I lived 50 yards 
from the Tuckasegee River. I spent 
study	 breaks	 fly	 fishing	 at	 the	 river.	
During those years I got to know 
the Tuckasegee, Nantahla, and a few 
others pretty well.”
	 Katie	 became	 a	 diehard	 fly	
fisherman	 and	 encouraged	women	 to	
break the barriers and give the sport a 
try.	“Fly	fishing	takes	patience,	and	the	
more you do it, the better you get.” Fly 
fishing	has	long	been	touted	as	an	elitist	
sport among men. Volumes have been 
written about the art and spirituality of 
fly	fishing	 and	 the	manifest	 qualities	
if endows on participants…values to 
physical, mental and spiritual health. 
Substantial evidence supports these 
premises and anyone who has delved 
into	fly	fishing	would	concede.
 On the other hand, the elitists 
atmosphere	surrounding	fly	fishing	has	
had its walls somewhat dismantled by 
a	 huge	 insurgence	 of	 new	fly	 fishers	
in the last 20 years. Most joined the 
ranks looking for a challenging and 
rewarding experience. 
 Local well-known athlete and 

outdoors lady Bri Butery Hodge took 
an	 interest	 in	 trout	 fishing	 while	 in	
Junior High. “I tagged along with my 
friend Amy Luna, who often trout 
fished	 with	 her	 dad,	 Roy	 King,	 at	
Maramec Spring Park.”
 On several occasions Bri noticed 
anglers at Maramec Spring with long 
poles and brightly colored lines. “I 
asked Amy what they were doing. 
She	 explained	 that	 they	 were	 fly	
fishing.	 They	 made	 it	 look	 so	 easy	
and	graceful.	I	vowed	to	learn	to	fly	
fish	one	day.”
 Years passed as Bri got busy with 
life,	but	her	desire	to	fly	fish	flared	up	
every time she saw someone doing so. 
“After I moved back to Missouri, I saw 
Damon Spurgeon across Maramec 
Spring branch from me. He yelled and 
asked me when I was going to give 
up the spinning rod and learn how to 
really	fish.	I	responded	by	asking	him	
when he was going to teach me.”
 “Damon agreed to give me lessons 
and I took him up on it. Damon, 
myself, my husband, James, and 
Bill Cooper all traveled to Montauk. 
Damon took an hour to teach us about 
different	knots	used	in	fly	fishing	and	
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FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537
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6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586
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Starting at $840 • Deluxe Cabin $1740

gave us casting lessons. I was taken 
by the whole process.”
 “Next, Damon geared us up 
and we headed to the spring branch 
for some practical application. I’m 
competitive by nature and looked 
forward to this new challenge with the 
guys. I loved the challenge of casting 
the	fly	with	a	perfect	cast	and	seeing	
it land where I wanted. I caught on 
quickly	 and	 actually	 caught	 the	 first	
fish	that	day.	I	was	hooked!”
	 Bri	 quickly	 became	 a	 fly-fishing	
enthusiast	and	recognizes	the	benefits.	
“When	I	fly	fish,	I	melt	into	a	different	
world. All my stress and worries fade 
away. I’m in my happy place, relaxed 
and	at	peace.	Fly	fishing	gives	me	the	

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS ATCHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!

opportunity to appreciate the beautiful 
waters where trout live, and all the 
other creatures found there. There is 
something magical about hearing the 
zip of a cast I’ve made and being a part 
of the constant graceful movement of 
the line. “
 Bri has become something to be 
reckoned	with	when	she	has	her	fly	rod	
in hand. However, she gets the intent 
of	fly	fishing.	“When	I	catch	a	fish,	no	
matter how big or small, I am ecstatic. 
But, even on the days when I don’t catch 
much, I feel completely rejuvenated 
when	I	pack	up	for	the	day.	Fly	fishing	
is my escape from the hustle and bustle 
of life, a way to slow down and enjoy 
the simpler things of life.”



 Lately due to the high 
temperatures and the busy work 
life, I have been daydreaming a lot 
about	 bucket	 list	 fishing	 trips.	 	 I	
have been very fortunate in my life 
so	far	to	have	traveled	and	fished	as	
much water as I have.  But there is 
something exciting about taking on 
a new territory and starting over 
from scratch as an outdoorsman.  I 
am also fortunate enough to have a 
great crew to go with to make the 
trip even more enjoyable.  I still 
have my sights set on Lake of the 
Woods, Eagle Lake and many more 
to tackle in my lifetime but I wanted 
to take this time to reminisce about 
one of the lakes I got to take off my 
bucket list here not long ago. 
 If you have read my content 
before you know I am an avid musky 
fisherman.	 	 I	 also	 love	 fishing	 for	
walleyes, crappies and many more 
but nothing gets my heart pumping 

like	 chasing	musky.	 	 I	 have	 fished	
for them on many different waters 
over the years, some successful and 

36 Adventure Sports Outdoors | August 2021
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BOOK YOUR SPOT IN MY BOAT TODAY!

some not.  One lake though had 
my attention for quite a number of 
years but never did pursue the trip 
because of the size of the lake and 
how rough it could get.  At 275,200 
acres she can get mean in a hurry if 
the weather makes a violent change.  
Though being as intimidating as it 
was,	the	unbelievable	musky	fishing	
still had me wanting to try.  If you 
haven’t guessed it, it’s beautiful 

By Anthony “AJ” Regnier

www.stonecreekhunting.comwww.stonecreekhunting.com
Call Justin at 314-952-4346
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Lake St. Clair.
 Two friends of mine (Ron 
Thomas and Jim Thomas) and 
myself have been on some trips 
together before and always are a 
blast (on and off the water).  After 
several conversations we decided 
that we had to head to Detroit to 
give it a try on one condition.  Due 
to the size of the water, we decided 
for the safety of all concerned it 
was a good idea to book a guide.  
Now I know what you are thinking, 
why book a guide when you guide 
here in Illinois.  Being a guide, I 
understand how much more you get 
fishing	with	a	local	guide.		You	don’t	
get just a day in his boat; you get 
all his experience and time on that 
body of water.  You get a full day 
of picking his brain and learning 
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what it took him over many years 
in just one day.  Also, with the pure 
size of the water we are dealing 
with, we only have so much time to 
hone	in	on	the	fish.		After	searching	
around	 and	 trying	 to	 find	 a	 guide	
that worked for our time frame, we 
ended up going with Gregg Thomas 
of Battle the Beast Guide Service.  
For those unfamiliar with Gregg 
Thomas, he is also the one of the 
owner/operators of Musky Hunter 
Magazine.  The trip was booked for 
the end of June for two days and we 
were psyched to go!
 The day was here, and the car 
was packed, Detroit here we come!  
Looking at the weather on the way 
we knew we were in for some 
extreme heat (101-103 degrees) but 
that didn’t scare us with potential 
50	 inch	plus	fish	potentially	 in	 our	
future.	 	 After	 horrendous	 traffic	
from Morris Illinois all the way into 
Indiana and even up into Michigan, 
our trip was extended almost 5 
hours.  Making it to our hotel room 
at almost midnight we were so 
exhausted	 but	 to	 only	 find	 out	 that	

Pond & Lake Weed Removal Tool
Toss-Retrieve

Unload-Repeat

989-529-3992 • WeedGatorProducts.com
Performs C.P.R. Cuts • Pulls • Rakes

 2020 Roughneck 2070sc

due to some credit card hacking our 
room reservations were canceled.  
A 20-minute conversation later, we 
were able to get to bed with a 4:30 
wakeup call coming soon.
	 After	a	crappy	first	night	in	town,	
we were still very upbeat and positive 
that this was going to be the trip to 
break that 50-inch barrier for one of 
us three.  Met Gregg at the boat ramp 
and wasn’t long and we were heading 
across the lake in his big Ranger boat.  
We	fished	and	fished	and	fished	and	
fished.		We	had	some	lazy	follows	but	
after 12 hours the net remained dry 
and we had some wicked sun burn.  
Just to put it into perspective for you, 
3 guys drank a full case of water by 
themselves...Hot...  Like I said before 
we	 are	 avid	 musky	 fisherman,	 so	
one skunked day doesn’t scare us.  
We decide to head to the local bar/
restaurant to cool off with some beers 
and you’re not going to believe what 
happens next.  On the way into the 
restaurant, we were walking by their 
beer garden that was surrounded by 
tall bushes to separate it off from the 
parking lot.  Someone inside of the 

garden	flicked	a	cigarette	and	where	
did it land, right on top of Jim’s head.  
Oh, but he didn’t know it was there 
until we got inside, and it burned 
through his hat.  Then as we were 
waiting for the hostess, there’s Jim 
trying to extinguish his hat and hair.  
What the hell just happened, Ron 
and I couldn’t stop laughing but we 
started to wonder what kind of curse 
was on this trip.  Food was great 
though and we headed back to our 
hotel to ramp up for another day on 
the big blue lake.
 Day two started out calm like 
the	first	one	but	it	wasn’t	long	until	
Lake St. Clair started to show us its 
other side.  Just imagine taking a 
45-minute ride across a lake, barely 
seeing any land and start taking white 
caps over the bow every 3-4 waves.  
We decided it was getting too rough 
to stand and cast so we decided to 
start trolling.  Which was great as it 
produced	a	30-inch	fish	pretty	quick.		
After	 that	fish,	no	action	for	hours.		
With the big drive back to Illinois 
happening that evening we decided 
LSC won, we lost, and we started to 

reel in the lines.  I’m not kidding the 
very last line with a Ziggy Crankbait 
on it (Lake St. Clair must have), all 
of a sudden 30 feet from the back of 
the	boat	a	fish	hits	the	line	Jim	was	
retrieving	 in.	 	After	 a	 good	 fight	 a	
nice	47-inch	fish	comes	into	the	net.		
Talk	about	a	buzzer	beater	fish.		With	
the heat we got some quick pictures 
and a successful release, we headed 
back for US land.  
 Believe or not nothing bad 
happened to these three bad luck 
charms on the way home, but those 
couple days beat us down pretty 
bad.  I just wanted to bring up this 
story to remind you that even when 
things you don’t think can get any 
worse, something great can happen 
and turn the trip from hell into 
one for the memory books.  It’s 
definitely	 one	 trip	 we	 will	 never	
forget.  Many of you are enjoying 
the last little bit of summer before 
the fall starts up.  Make sure to get 
out there and make some memories 
of your own in the outdoors!
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 I did not realize how important 
hearing is to hunting.  I abused my 
ears most of my life.  I am now 
religious with my hearing protection, 
and I think this is an important topic 
with the start of squirrel season 
coming this month.
 I started hunting when I was 
eight years old.  My dad made me 
wear earplugs in the duck blind.  I 
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is measured in decibels (dBs) and 
corresponds to pressure on the 
eardrum.   A noise level above 85 
dB will harm hearing over time and 
a single exposure above 140 dB can 
damage hearing.  140 dB is also the 
pain level.  Sounds at or above this 
level often cause pain to the ears.  
A 12-gauge shotgun can generate 
dB levels of 150-165.  Right hand 
shooters have most noise exposure 
to the left ear.  This is why it is 
recommended to wear at least one 
plug in the left when hunting.  
 The human ear can tolerate a lot 
of abuse.  The softest sound a person 
can hear is rated zero decibels (0 
dB).  Rustling leaves is about 20 
dB and rainfall is about 50 dB.  A 
noisy restaurant is about 85 dB and a 
wife shouting in the ear is about 110 
dB. (Average wife voice decreases 
husband attention span over time, 
leading to a false accusation 
of “husband deafness.” This is 
not demonstrated on audiogram 
testing.) 
 An Audiogram is a test of 
hearing at multiple frequencies from 
500 Hz (low) to 8000 Hz (high).  
Loud noise is usually damaging to 
the high frequency hearing.  The 
audiogram test starts with a series 
of beeps at 0 decibels and is turned 

Contact me to see if Direct Care is right for you.
DRU D. HAUTER, MD

217-632-6236 • drdru@cidirectcare.com 
1411 N. Kickapoo St. Suite 105 • Lincoln, Illinois 62656

Learn more at cidirectcare.com

HEARING 
PROTECTION
By Dr. Dru Hauter, MD

didn’t like the ear plugs and felt like 
I was missing out on conversation. 
After mastering a duck call and 
learning to listen for wings and 
drake calls, I realized that I could 
not tolerate the plugs. So, I would 
wear only one in my left ear, or wear 
none at all. At age 40 I realized that 
I was having a constant ringing in 
my left ear. I can tell you exactly 
when this started. 20 years ago, I 
was driving down the road on my 
farm when I saw a huge raccoon 
running around in circles in broad 
daylight.  I thought this raccoon 
was sick and needed to be put out 
of its misery.  I took my 45-caliber 
pistol and dispatched the raccoon 
and immediately had the ringing in 
my left ear.  It has been there every 
day since onset.  I have tested my 
hearing	and	found	a	significant	loss	
in that ear.
 I think everyone knows 
shooting guns is damaging to 
your hearing.  Sound is vibration 
and has properties of intensity, 
frequency and duration.  Intensity 

up louder by 5-decibel increments 
until the person being tested presses 
a button or raises his hand to show 
he has heard the beeps.  Hearing the 
beeps at levels of 25 dB or less is 
considered normal. 
 At age 40 my hearing in the left 
ear was at a level of 45 dB.  This 
is when I decided to get serious.  I 
was not about to give up hunting, so 
I decided to wear hearing protection 
religiously. Ear plugs and muffs just 
were not acceptable when calling 
ducks or turkeys.  Rustling leaves 
could not be heard in the deer 
stand.  I decided to break down and 
get the electronic earmuffs.  This 
was it!  Now I could hear wings 
and leaves and even could enhance 
sounds to the point where I could 
tell the difference between squirrels 
and deer!   I wore the electronic 
muffs in the duck blind and when 
hunting doves, pheasants and deer.  
I rechecked my hearing after one 
year and my left ear had improved 
to 30 dB.  This is now just outside 
the normal range.
 Hearing decreases as we age.   
If we do not protect our hearing 
from loud noise, then the reserve 
hearing we are born with gets 
used up and soon we have hearing 
problems.  I strongly recommend 
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hearing protection.  After trying ear 
plugs, sonic plugs, earmuffs, I have 
finally	 found	 a	 hearing	 protection	
that I can use.  Electronic earmuffs 
actually decrease the sound level to 
a safe level, yet I still can hear wings 
and use my calls without taking 
the muffs off.  There are two basic 
styles of electronic noise protection.  
Some cut out the sound above 70 dB 
and some suppress the sounds above 
70 dB to 70 dB without a cut out or 
a loss of sound.  I have tried both 
and I think the suppression is best.  
The frequent cut out with the other 
style of protection is disorienting to 
me.  I use Pro Ears, which suppress 
sound levels to less than 70 dB. 

Dru Hauter, MD is an avid outdoorsman and a native of Central Illinois. 
He is the physician at Central Illinois Direct Care in Lincoln, Illinois 

and can be reached through his website 
cidirectcare.com at drdru@cidirectcare.com or 217.632.6236.

This is a head set or earmuff style.  
This is great when hunting in cold 
weather as my ears no longer get 
cold.  The cost is about $130-150.  
Cabelas offers Howard Leight 
electronic muff that is about $49.  
Walkers Game Ear also makes an 
electronic suppression that you 
wear in each ear.  This is similar to 
plugs but electronically suppresses 
the damaging sounds without a 
cut out.  These are about $160 and 
are my new favorites especially in 
hot weather.  Hearing protection 
can be expensive, but they are still 
far cheaper than hearing aids, and 
electronic suppression can actually 
improve your hunt and your health.

Thanks for Sharing Alvin “Catfish” Bartlett



WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

MY BIG BAIT 
MONTH
 August is the hot month and 
fishing	can	be	tough	in	a	lot	of	areas,	
but it can also be good if you can 
stand	 the	 heat!	My	first	 suggestion	
to you is wear the proper clothes to 
prevent sun damage, drink plenty 
of	fluids	and	use	sunscreen	 in	your	

Nitro Z20. The sun is ruthless this 
time of the year so be careful. I know 
when you’re young it seems cool to 
have a tan, but as you get older if 
you don’t take care of your skin, you 
will	 be	 at	 the	 dermatologist	 office.	
Believe me that isn’t fun! That being 
said there are bass to be caught!
 This is my big bait month for 
sure because I feel a lot of bass are 
looking for a big meal. You need 
to use big worms like Zoom’s 
Old Monster or big Brush Hog, 
big crank baits series 10XD or 
Rapala DT16. Now for swim baits 
I use Zoom’s Big Fluke, Bass Pro 
Shops’ speed shad or Boss Glide 
swim bait, a Neko rig with a Zoom 
Magnum trick worm and Football 
jigs like Andy’s Custom Jigs are 
good choices to go with! Then there 
is top water, and my favorites are the 
Zoom	Horny	Toad,	floating	frog	and	
the XPS Slimdog or spook!
		 Electronics	are	a	must	for	fishing	
offshore. The key is you need to 
spend more time idling and looking 
for	 cover	 and	 bait	 fish.	 Study	 your	 www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

mapping looking for humps, drops, 
river or creek swings and such. 
When you get to the lake hit these 
spots	 until	 you	find	 bait,	 then	 look	
for subtle things like brush, stumps, 
long tapering points that meet 
channels or rocks and this is where 
you	will	find	the	bass.		
 Take your time on these spots if 
bait is there and you feel comfortable 
dissect it! Many times, the angle 
you present your lure makes all the 
difference in the world on catching 
fish.	Second	the	lure	you	use	is	just	
as important, so you have to try 
everything until you get something 
working.  You might have to pull 
your lure uphill or downhill to get 
bites and sometimes the bass are 
suspended so getting your lure in 
the right depth zone is a factor! 
Then	when	you	can	trigger	the	fish	
to bite you can load up! Now if they 
shut off don’t leave but try another 
lure or presentation and you might 
trigger them again even though they 
didn’t bite it earlier. The more time 
you spend on the water you will 

learn more offshore places. Like 
fishing	the	bank	around	you	favorite	
lay downs or docks which everyone 
fishes	 you	 will	 have	 holes	 to	 fish.	
Try your favorite lay down, they 
might not produce every time, but 
you	will	find	some	pretty	consistent	
ones that pay off and have them all 
to yourself. Another tip is to check 
with the generations schedules 
and be on your best spots as the 
moving water triggers the bass to 
bite.	You	might	find	potential	spots	
and not catch anything but go back 
on moving water and load the live 
well up in your Nitro. The bass will 
suspend off these places and soon as 
the	water	 starts	 to	flow	move	 right	
up or behind them! 

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
justin@stonecreekhunting.com
w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Black Buck
Spanish Goats • Sika • Elk

Fallow Red, Whitetail & Axis Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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FUN FLOAT TRIPS ~ OPEN YEAR ROUND!
Akers Ferry® Canoe Rental is a family 

owned operation with roots at Akers Ferry® 
dating back to the middle 1800’s.

Our facilities include canoes, tubes, 
camping, cabins, pool, dining, general 
store, hot showers, modern restrooms 

and electric hook-ups. Missouri 
Hunting and Fishing Permits are 
available only at our Akers Ferry® 

Canoe Rental store.

ON THE CURRENT RIVER:
AKERS FERRY® CANOE RENTAL

HC 81 Pox 90 • Salem, MO 65560 • 573.858.3224
1.800.365.AKERS (2537) • 1.800.333.5628

ON THE JACKS FORK RIVER:
JACKS FORK CANOE RENTAL & CAMPGROUND
P.O. Box 188 • Eminence, MO 65466 • 573.858.3221

1.800.JACKSFORK • 1.800.522.5736



Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com
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140 S. Seminary St. • Galesburg, IL 61401

Phone 309-342-5800
www.simpsonltd.com • Hours: Tues. - Sat. 1-6

10,000
Gun

Inventory!

WANTED:
Any 

Collector 
Firearm

1 or 1,000!

309.208.1053
3-Fields • Pro Shop
www.Area52Paintball.com

702 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL

CANOE THE MACKINAW RIVER!
Canoe & Kayak Rental • Pick Up & Drop Off Available

Can Accommodate Group Outings

DIRT CHEAP DAY IS EVERY 3rd SATURDAY!
Birthday Parties • Company Outings • Bachelor Parties • School Events

MACKINAW 52MACKINAW 52  
PAINTBALL, PAINTBALL, 

CANOE & KAYAK RENTALS, CANOE & KAYAK RENTALS, 
FOOD & DRINKSFOOD & DRINKS

 I like to start out with the Old 
Monster worm Texas style with a 
3/8 oz wt. and if I don’t get anything 
then I will go to an 1/8 weight for 
a slower fall. You can also Carolina 
rig the brush hog, and this will give 
you a feel for the bottom. I use a 
4-to-5-foot leader in the summer! 
Then I go to the deep diving crank 
baits again covering the structure 
from different angles. Look for that 
sweet spot! A great sleeper bait to us 
can be the Zoom Speed Craw!
 Next the swim bait, I usually 
use bigger ones because the bait 
is normally bigger this time of the 
year. This is another bait you have 
to	do	a	lot	of	tweaking	with	to	find	
the magic combination. Head size 
controls the depth and the speed of 
the	swim	bait,	and	you	need	to	find	
the combination that is working. 
Sometimes you want to crawl the 
Zoom Fluke on a scrounger head 
right along the bottom with a heavier 
1 oz. head and other times you 
want to swim off the bottom with a 
regular swim head. Remembering 
the lighter the head the slower you 
can	 fish	 it	 at	 a	 certain	 depth.	 The	

heavier the head the faster you can 
swim	it,	so	let	the	fish	tell	you	what	
you need to do. White pear is a great 
color and add just a touch of red dye 
under the head.
 Now with the jig I simply add 
a speed craw to it and make long 
casts, letting it fall to the bottom 
and reeling it back in as fast as 
possible while keeping contact with 
the bottom! Black and blue or green 
pumpkin are hard to beat.
	 When	 fishing	 structure	 and	 all	
deep	fishing,	I	always	use	long	rods	
like Bass Pro Shops 7’ 6” Carbonlite 
and Bass Pro Shops Hyper braid 
with XPS	fluorocarbon	line,	simply	
because you have so much feel and 
hook setting power. If you are not 
using braid, you are missing out! 
 If you are looking for a great 
tow vehicle look no farther visit 
Hendrickcars.com. They take real 
good care of you.
 May God Bless you and your 
family	 have	 a	 safe	 fishing	 trip	 and	
catch old Walter! Please make sure 
to thank our military and police 
personnel for a job well done.

John Slyman of Edwards IL with a nice Bass! Thanks to Mike O’Bryan 
with Remax Traders Unlimited Commercial for sharing this photo. 

Call Mike for all of your commercial needs 309-635-8901.



LESSONS
By Colton Vinovich

 The incandescent brilliance of a 
sunrise cresting the horizon, the sound 
of birds serenading all of creation with 
their morning hymn, the unmistakable 
aroma of brand-new Gore-Tex gloves 
being melted by a Coleman heater.  
Wait, what?  When drying hunting 
gloves in the goose pit, be sure to keep 
them a safe distance from the heater.  
Your buddies, your wallet, and the 
dog will thank you.
 Lessons.  We’ve all taken a course 
or two from the infamous school of 
hard knocks.  Hell, I’ve got enough 
credits to earn a Master’s degree.  Yes, 
indeed,	 everyone	 from	 the	 fledgling	
weekend warriors to our most avid 
sportsman has experienced a mishap 
in one form or another while enjoying 
time in the great outdoors.  It’s all part 
of the majestic grandeur and, without 
the folly, what would life be like?  I’ll 
tell you:  much less enjoyable and 
significantly	more	 boring.	 	To	 some,	
it may just be comical misfortune, but 
it’s much more than that to me.  It’s 
one of the reasons I fell in love with 
the lifestyle and, most importantly, 
it reminds me that I’m not always as 
cool as I think I am.  Well, at least for 
a short time anyway.
	 The	specific	nature	of	said	mishaps	
may vary from person to person, but all 
of us attuned to the sporting lifestyle 
have one thing in common:  we all 
mess up occasionally and then laugh 
like hell about it later.  What follows 
is a true, real-life account of some of 
my own personal blunders as a youth 
in the outdoors.  They are a source of 
infinite	amusement	for	my	father,	and	
he seldom passes up an opportunity to 
recite them with sheer, unapologetic 

delight.  I hope you enjoy them as 
much as he does.
 Lesson #1: Labradors love 
cheeseburgers.  It’s true.  One might 
even say they’re avid connoisseurs 
of them, given the right opportunity.  
I, myself, have witnessed the act 
first-hand,	 and	 the	memory	will	 live	
with me for the rest of my days.  I 
remember it like it was yesterday.  
It was one of those bright, windless 
winter days without a cloud in the 
sky, and unfortunately for us, without 
a goose in the sky either.  On such 
days, it wasn’t uncommon for dad to 
break out the portable grill and whip 
up some culinary inspiration for the 
fellas.  Because I tell ya’, staring up 
at an empty sky while standing in a 
hole	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 a	 cornfield	 is	
much easier to do with a full stomach.  
That same situation combined with 
hunger really makes a ma question 
his life choices, but I digress.  On 
this particular day, cheeseburgers 
were on the menu.  But I’m not just 
talkin’ any cheeseburgers here…  I’m 
talkin’ black angus quarter pounders.  
Transcendent bliss on a sesame seed 
bun.  Lettuce, onion, tomato, the 
works.  A delicious choice any day 
of the week, but especially so when 
you’re freezin’ your nads off and 
there’s	nothing	flying.
 So, dad gets ‘em grilled up and 
doles them out, thankful for chips 

Get your BEST deal from S&R Marine . . . Give Darin a Call Today!

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
srmarine2730@att.net • www.SR-Marine.com
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Our Specialties
• Bait and Tackle
•  Proprietary Line of 

Lance Custom Baits
•  Full Selection of Beer 

and Liquor
• Contract-free Drive Thru

309-620-8752
Mon. – Sat. 5.30am – 7:00pm

Sunday 6:00am – 5:00pm

www.southsidebaitandtackleliquor.com

Boy lost his bullets



 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATSBLOOMINGTON MEATS

PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
309-347-1728 • 309-267-8309 • trolling@mtco.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!
August 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  43

on the side, condiments to taste.  
Me, being the gracious, ever-helpful 
young gentleman that I am, I assist in 
the distribution.  In doing so, I set my 
own glorious, steaming cheeseburger 
on the bench and, well, I think you see 
where this is going.  Chaos ensues.  As 
I’m handing our good friend, Ronnie 
Lang, his plate at the other end of the 
pit, he peers around me and manages 
to utter an, “uh-oh,” before absolutely 
bursting into laughter.  I turn just in 
time to see Lace, my sweet, loving 
dog, help herself to what was 
probably the greatest meal of her life.  
Shock gave way to anger, anger gave 
way to hopelessness, and that despair 
eventually became me laughing with 
the	 rest	 of	 the	guys	 as	Lace	finished	
the last of HER cheeseburger with 
relentless enthusiasm.  I’m not quite 
sure if dogs can smile, but in that 
moment, I swear I saw the slightest 
hint of a smirk on her face.  Many 
laughs had, and one great lesson 
learned:  Be ever vigilant when in the 
company of a wily canine opportunist.
 Lesson #2:   Poker isn’t just a 
man’s game.  It’s something I had to 
learn the hard way, and I learned it 
very early in my life.  About 11 years 
old to be exact, and at the hands of 
two girls with ice water in their veins 
and smiles on their faces.  A young 
boy without a clue, I found myself 
in treacherous waters with a couple 
adolescent card sharks.
 It was the annual youth goose 
hunt and my dad and our friend, 
Ronnie, were hosting a hunt in our pit 
for whomever the drawing presented 
us with.  As fate would have it, we 
were paired with two girls of my own 
age, whom I had clearly noticed in the 
hotel banquet hall prior to the drawing.  

Maybe it had something to do with 
my silent, hopeful prayers?  I’ll never 
know.  All I know is that I got my wish 
and, in turn, more than I bargained for.  
As with all schoolboy crushes, my 
elation was curbed by nervousness.  
I was a smitten 5th grader with buck 
teeth and two scrawny legs shakin’ 
in size 8 boots.  My intimidation was 
further bolstered by the fact that they 
both shot 12 gauges in comparison 
to my boyish 20-gauge Remington.  
Needless to say, the morning of the 
hunt found me pleading with dad to 
let me use his 12-gauge Benelli, so 
as to obtain at least some semblance 
of respect.  Thankfully, he obliged.  
Crisis averted.  Fast forward to the 
sunrise; decoys set, and guns loaded, 
we engage in small talk and I boast my 
accolades as a starting power forward 

on my Jr. High basketball team.  They 
were super impressed, I assure you.  
However, intriguing though I was, 
the birds weren’t too active, and we 
eventually needed something new 
to keep us entertained.  That’s when 
the deck of cards came out.  And it’s 
also when I found out that my poker 
game was lacking.  These girls were 
ruthless.  Hand after hand, they dished 
out platefuls of humility.  As the cards 
fell, so did my hopes.  They took my 
chips, and then my dignity.  It really 
was a sad scene for yours truly.  The 
worst part?  The “chips” we were 
using were, of course, shotgun shells.  
Talk about adding insult to injury.  
Mid-morning found me humbled, 
with nothing to my name except a 
half-frozen granola bar and an empty 
box of 3” Winchester mags.  Luckily, 

the girls offered to give back some 
of my shells with graciousness and 
just a hint of smack talk.  Something 
like, “maybe you should just stick to 
basketball,” if I remember correctly.  
Solid advice and an even better 
lesson learned:  Never underestimate 
a woman and for God’s sake know 
when to fold.   Also, frozen granola 
bars really aren’t half bad.
 Lesson #3:  When being pulled 
around the lake on an innertube, don’t 
get cocky with the guy driving the 
boat.  Especially, if that guy is your 
dad.  He can dump you off the tube.  
He WILL dump you off the tube.  You 
will skip upon the water’s surface like 
a stone launched from the hand of 
Brett Favre in his prime.  It will hurt.  

Continued on page 106
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Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENTGREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.SERVICE, INC.

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately 
owned corporation established in 1942.

A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
 • Professional farm management
 • Real estate brokerage
 • Full line insurance services
 • Livestock operations management
 • Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
 • Providing professional services with a personal touch!

Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop 
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman

213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM

 This past week Rosalie and I again 
ventured to southern Illinois and the Shawnee 
National Forest areas. This area seems to have 
and exceptional attraction for us. The scenic 
beauty is certainly part of it since there is 
always something new to see regardless of the 
weather or the season. We have returned to 
the river-crossing ferry at Cave-In-Rock and 
the	floating	river	restaurant	at	Elizabethtown	
quite regularly over the years, but we also 
venture out into the vast reaches of the 
forested areas to visit other sites as well. 
 This time we elected to take Rosalie’s 
car rather than my truck and that proved to 
be	my	first	mistake.	The	GPS	disc	 is	quite	
ancient, as is the car. The car served us well, 
but the GPS lied a lot. First it said to exit at a 
point in the road where there was no adjoining 
road to exit onto. That should have told me 

SHAWNEE NATIONAL 
FOREST RECREATIONAL 
POSSIBILITIES ENDLESS

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER & IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow • davidsha@consolidated.net

something, but I kept believing that the GPS 
lady knew best and followed her directions. 
She calmly rerouted us and we got farther 
and farther out into the unknown areas of 
Shawnee forest. The roads got narrower and 
turned to dirt and rock with creek crossings 
that had no bridges. I saw a couple of small 
shacks with smokestacks that I suspected 
were connected to moonshine stills. But I 
kept believing the trusted GPS lady. Topping 
a hill and dropping off into another creek 
bottom she declared that we had arrived at 
our destination and Eddyville was on our left. 
The only thing on our left was and endless 
creek bottom full of underbrush. I had also 
taken my handheld GPS for hiking purposes 
and	after	firing	it	up	I	realized	that	we	were	
in the middle of nowhere and Eddyville was 
about 30 miles east of our present location. 

regularly. The nearly 300,000 acres provides 
endless	 possibilities	 for	 viewing	 the	 flora,	
fauna, and historical sites that are not unduly 
disturbed by man’s presence. It hosts lush 
oak and hickory areas accompanied by 
rocky, razorback ridges and lush wetlands. 
Nearly a million people visit annually with 
little negative effect on this vast resource.  
 The River-To-River trail has always 
been an attraction to me since it spans 160 
miles of trails from the Ohio river across 
the state to the Mississippi River. Most of 
this distance is on public land but a bit is 
either on private property or along roads 
to get it all connected together. It passes 
thru several state parks and nationally 
designated wilderness areas. The abundant 
wildlife you might see includes deer, red 
fox, red-tailed hawks, bobcats, armadillo, 
and bald eagles. The forest is also home to 
some 250 species of birds. 
 Visiting and enjoying the Shawnee 
Forest can be as strenuous or as easy 
and relaxing as you want or need it to be 
depending on your physical desires and 
abilities. Many sites require hiking abilities, 
but many others can be viewed from your 
automobile or by taking just a few steps. 
Another unique experience might include a 
kayak or canoe trip down scenic Lusk creek 
or a bike ride on the trails at Lake Glendale. 
In summary, shut down the boob tube, turn 
off the computer and get out and enjoy the 
vast beauties of Gods creation right here 
close to home.

We had driven many, many, miles needlessly 
but since it was a sight-seeing trip anyway it 
only made lunch a bit later.
  Finally arriving in the Eddyville 
area, we visited some horse camps to see 
what facilities each had for some planned 
future visits. I intend to take my horse 
down and ride the endless trails of the 
forest while Rosalie will take her smaller 
sewing machine and make quilt blocks for 
assembly when we get back home. The 
cabins are so quiet and peaceful and the 
facilities so serene that a permanent stay is 
tempting. We are looking forward to going 
back down for an extended visit of riding, 
quilting, and relaxation. 
 If you have any appreciation or interest 
in outdoor activities and historical sites the 
Shawnee area should be on your bucket list 
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2 Great Locations . . . 2 Great Locations . . . 
on the North & South end on the North & South end 

of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon Boat Rentals

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com

100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

AUGUST FISHING 
SPECIAL 

$99.00 PER PERSON

REELFOOT LAKE TENNESSEEREELFOOT LAKE TENNESSEE
BOOK YOUR FALL FISHING DATES NOW!BOOK YOUR FALL FISHING DATES NOW!

RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR FALL/WINTER DUCK HUNTING!RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR FALL/WINTER DUCK HUNTING!
JULY 3RD ENTERTAINMENT AND FIREWORKSJULY 3RD ENTERTAINMENT AND FIREWORKS

OSPREY FESTIVAL JULY 16-18OSPREY FESTIVAL JULY 16-18
ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL OCT 1-3ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL OCT 1-3

PELICAN FESTIVAL OCT 15-17PELICAN FESTIVAL OCT 15-17
REELFOOT LAKE is in the Northwest Corner of TennesseeREELFOOT LAKE is in the Northwest Corner of Tennessee

 REELFOOT LAKE is one of the world’s greatest natural fish hatcheries,  REELFOOT LAKE is one of the world’s greatest natural fish hatcheries, 
making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. 

Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, 
cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.

 Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers,  Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers, 
hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to 

enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.

For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services 
and accommodations, please visit our website at and accommodations, please visit our website at 

www.reelfoottourism.comwww.reelfoottourism.com or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide. or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide.
 Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council

1605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 380791605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 38079

INCLUDES:
LAKE FRONT LODGING, BOAT, 

MOTOR, BAIT AND ICE

Must be in groups of 3 
3 to a boat and 3 to a room
CHECK OUT ALL PACKAGES & PRICES 

ON OUR WEBSITE!

BASS
LESSONS
By Pastor Bob Cowman
 30 bass in less than 3 hours. Sound 
like fun? Or more like a summer 
dream? It became a reality for a friend 
and me. Recently, I was able to join up 
with a long-time friend and outdoor 
writer, Mike Roux, for an evening on 
a private lake in Illinois. 
 Mike texted me on a whim to ask 
me	if	I	was	up	for	an	evening	fishing	
trip the next day. I quickly texted 
back, “Yes, absolutely!” He picked 
me up around six, and we headed 
toward a private lake that we had 
fished	in	the	past. 
	 The	 plan	 was	 to	 fish	 until	 dark.	
Our usual route was to troll the lake 
in a clockwise fashion. Mike and I 
usually create a little competition to 
add a little spice to our outings. This 
night I decided that we would compete 
for	the	first	fist,	the	biggest	fish,	and	the	
most	 fish.	What	 I	 didn’t	 know	 at	 the	
time is that we would have a hard time 
keeping	track	of	all	the	fish!	

 This evening was a classic example 
of	 how	 the	 fishing	 dynamics	 change	
over the course of a couple hours. We 
carried three poles with three different 
lures to meet the challenges we might 
face throughout the evening. It was only 
a	couple	casts	before	we	caught	our	first	
fish	using	a	crankbait.	For	the	next	half	
hour,	we	both	caught	a	half	dozen	fish. 
 As we moved into a bit of shade 
from the saplings lining the water’s 
edge, we began to use a wacky worm 
against	the	bank.	Mike	caught	his	first	
three-pound bass of the night. He put 
me on to Strike King’s “Sweet Tater 
Pie” a couple of years ago and it did not 
disappoint once again. Over the next 

forty-five	minutes,	we	caught	 another	
half dozen bass. They ranged in size, 
but all were in the one to two-pound 
range. We had both caught seven bass 
apiece when the evening began to get 
interesting as the sun began to set.
	 Mike	 decided	 first	 to	 switch	 to	
a topwater spinner bait. His go-to is 
a Moto lure that he has caught some 
monsters with. I was still working the 
wacky worm with not a lot of success 
when it happened. Mike got blown up 
by a nice three-and-a-half-pounder. 
Then another bass and then another. It 
was	 every	 cast	 for	 the	 next	 forty-five	
minutes. The bass were so active that 

we were losing track of how many we 
had caught individually and together. 
We both decided that we would stop 
at thirty, simply because we were not 
equipped	to	fish	in	the	dark.	It	did	not	
take very long to hit thirty. With one 
last cast, I pulled in a three-pounder, 
and we called a fantastic evening! 
	 The	takeaway	is	to	fish	according	
to the changes that occur throughout 
the	fishing	 trip.	 In	 this	 case,	we	went	
from a crankbait to the wacky worm. 
When they stop hitting the worm, we 
moved to a spinnerbait on the top. This 
proved to be the correct formula on 
this summer night.



 Finally a free day to do what 
I want had surfaced! All assigned 
chores from spouse or family had 
been completed or at least could be 
postponed!  The plan would be to 
take my trusty Lund Alaskan boat out 
to Lake Shelbyville and try my hand 
at	 Carp	 or	 Rough	 fish	 shooting	with	
my old bow.  The decision was made 
to leave the boat as the Old Mercury 
attached to it was not as trustworthy.  
Outboards often have a mean streak 
making them the headache of the day 
despite your best intentions!  Today, I 
would walk the bank! 
 At the lake, upon leaving my 
vehicle, one could not hope but notice 
the water level was a little higher than 
wanted and wind a little heavier.  The 
vegetation visible above the water 
line was occasionally moved by the 
Carp sucking beneath but not enough 
sustained and close proximity action 
was noted.  Moving slowly around 
the bank, avoiding the wind, almost 
so steep to guarantee falling into the 
drink if any slip in the mud occurred, 
loud splashing and noted wave action 
indicated	spawning	fish	in	a	somewhat	
protected cove ahead!    
 Sure enough!  Buffalo in spawn 
were working up against the bank but 
only	for	about	a	five	second	intervals.			
After determining the most used bank 
lines	by	the	fish	–	the	bow	with	arrow	

We offer our customers small town 
personal service with the advantage 
of competitive pricing, professional 
grade equipment and the highest 
quality products available in the 
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals

OLD SHEET 
IRON*

FARM
SCRAP

COPPER
& BRASS

SCRAP
IRON

ALUMINUM
CANS

CALL FOR
PRICING

* NO AUTOMOBILES

PAYING TOP PRICES FOR:
REDUCE • RECYCLE • REUSE

BUFFALO 
MADNESS 
AND 
MEMORIES!
By: David Herschelman

attached was readied and the slow 
methodical approach was utilized.  
Fish must be able to feel vibrations 
from the bank and see approaching 
human predators either through sight 
or change in shadow.  Although action 
was found – patience and silence 
would need to be practiced to get 
close enough for a shot!  
 Suddenly, a pair of big Buffalo 
males swarming a female rubbed up 
against the bank revealing enough of 
their heft to enable a quick shot!  The 
arrow was off.  Expecting a miss – 
the sight of the line quickly moving 
away with no arrow visible proved 
otherwise!  The line was retrieved 
slowly	 revealing	 a	 large	 fish	 in	 the	
fifteen	 to	 twenty	 pound	 category!		
Being	careful	 to	ensure	 the	fiberglass	
arrow did not get pulled out in retrieval 
was	nullified	when	to	my	surprise	the	
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pass	through	shot	had	the	fish	entangled	
with	the	fish	line	proving	impossible	to	
escape	for	my	first	fish!
	 The	working	fish	always	seemed	
to be where I was not but ground was 
held awaiting another shot.  After 
a few hours, several good sized 
specimens had been taken.  With too 
much	fish	weight	 to	 carry,	 a	 devised	
fish	stringer	was	improvised	to	allow	
dragging	the	fish	through	the	water	to	
my	 truck.	 	As	 the	 final	 fifteen	 yards	
was scaled dragging my catch – my 
huffing	and	puffing	was	quite	profuse!		
At the road bed level at my parking 
spot, to my surprise, was an attractive 
female	standing	with	fishing	pole	and	
tackle in tow!  She had stopped to 
investigate the obvious straining to 
make sure of my continued ability to 
function properly!  
 Although in my mind, my 
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physique is that of a “rough and tough” 
Marine – the female at hand probably 
thought she was witnessing the 
activities of a nursing home escapee!  
She advised of previous nursing 
experience	further	deflating	my	male	
ego!  After assuring her of my ability 
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to continued functioning, she was 
quite complementary over the haul 
pulled in.  She introduced herself and 
we had a long conversation – possibly 
flirting	in	my	mind	but	probably	just	
appeasing an old man in hers!  As we 
parted, my overly active imagination 
began to subside but at least it was 
successful	day	afield	for	bow	fishing!		
 Only a few trips were completed 
at the lake with success before other 
duties beckoned and my ultimate 
return, by this time, the spawn had 
run its course and activity had slowed.   
My	“fit	to	fight”	female	acquaintance	
was not around but I wish to thank 
Mindy McPheeters for taking pictures 
of	my	earlier	fish	and	looking	after	my	
well - being in our earlier encounter!  
 It seems only a moment has 
expired	when	I	think	of	my	first	bow	
fishing	 trip	 to	 Bayou	 Creek	 Slough	
near the Ohio river where I connected 
with	my	first	fish	 in	Water	Lilly	pad	
vegetation growing in the slough at 
the	ripe	old	age	of	fifteen.		Time	spent	
on the water in pursuit of this sport 
has been productive, satisfying and 
sometimes surprising!

STEVEN PLANK
359 N. CR 475E • Arthur, IL 61911

Phone: 217-268-4569
Fax: 217-268-4568
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BASIC KNOTS
 It seems strange that something as 
simple as a tying a knot for attaching 
a hook or lure to the line, can be so 
interesting to anglers.  After all of my 
seminars there have been more questions 
regarding tying a selection of knots, 
than any other subject.  For that reason, 
this article will cover some of my basic 
choices, and when and why they are used.

IMPROVED CLINCH
 The improved clinch knot is likely 
the most popular and widely used of any 
of	 the	 knots.	 	 It	 is	 definitely	 the	 most	
universal to be used with many types of 

line.  However, I do not like this knot for 
using with braided or fusion lines.  With 
these lines there is a tendency to slip.
 Tying the Improved Clinch is done as 
follows:  wrap the tag end 4 or 5 times 
up the line; pass the tag end back through 
the loop made at the bottom (hook/lure 
end); take the tag end back up and pull it 
through the big loop just made by going 
through the bottom loop; pull the tag and 
main line together in an upward motion.  
To	finish	it,	give	the	tag	end	an	extra	pull

TRILENE
 As with the Improved Clinch, the 
Trilene knot is another good all-around knot.  
It provided a double wrap in the line tie area 
and is good to use with all types of lines.

 The Trilene Knot is tied much like 
the Improved Clinch, with a couple of 
differences.  When the tag end is passed 
through the line tie, it is done so twice.  
Then the tag is wrapped up the main line 
4 times and run back through the double 
loop.  It is NOT brought back up and 
through the loop formed by going down 
through the double loop.  Pull the main 
line upward, while pulling outward on the 
tag end (usually held with the teeth).
 I especially like this “double wrap tie” 
for using on lures such as jigs and plastic 
worm	rigs	where	I’ll	be	flipping/pitching	into	
heavy cover and doing harder hook sets.

PALOMAR
 While the Palomar is simple it takes 
a little more line to tie correctly, and 
with less problems.  It makes a double 
wrap around the line tie area, as does the 

48 Adventure Sports Outdoors | August 2021

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

KESTER’S WILD GAME 
FOOD NURSERIES INC.

Improving Wildlife Habitat for over 75 Years

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLANT 
YOUR FOOD PLOTS

PHONE: 920-685-2929
Fax: 920-685-6727

P.O. Box 516, Omro, WI 54963

• Perennial Mix’s
• Annual Mixes
• Clover’s
• Small Burnett

• Brassicas
• Chicory
• Alfalfa
• And a lot more

www.kestersnursery.com

The Improved Clinch knot is most 
likely the most popular knots amongst 

anglers of all experience levels.

The Trilene Knot is sort of a hybrid 
between the Palomer and Clinch, 
providing the best of both worlds.

Palomar knots are easy to learn, strong, and 
provide a double cushion of line in the tie area.



Trilene, but in a different way.  It can also 
be used with all line types.
 The Palomar is tied by using the 
following steps:  double the line, making 
sure that there is enough to make a large 
loop; pass the loop through the line tie; tie 
the doubled line in an overhand knot; pass 
the hook/lure through the big loop; grasp 
the main line and tag end, and pull upward.
 Again, like the Trilene, I like using 
this	for	lures	that	are	being	fished	in	heavy	
cover with harder hook sets.

QUICK
 The quick knot is fast, but I do not 
like	using	it	on	monofilament	lines,	as	it	
seems like there has been line breakage 

using it with mono.  I feel that the way 
this	knot	finishes	places	a	pinch	in	the	line,	
which in turn provides a weak point at the 
base of the knot.   It is great for locking 
in braided type lines where such a pinch 
does not matter.  There is an indication 
if the knot is tied correctly, as it is pulled 
tight - it will have a slight click, and the 
tag end will jump.
 Here are the steps to follow when 
tying the Quick knot:  pass the line 
through the line tie; pull up the tag end 
high enough to grab it in the middle 
to start the forming of a loop; wrap the 
remaining tag end downward, around both 
lines, towards the line tie about 4 times; 
bring the tag end back up through the loop 
which has been formed at the top of the 
knot; pull the main line upward; when the 
knot tightens there may be a slight click 
sound, and the tag end will jump.  This is 
quite similar to a Uni Knot, but with the 
wraps being around the outside instead of 
passing through the big side loop.

KING SLING
 Out of all the knots discussed in my 
seminars the King Sling draws the most 
interest.  It is a knot that provides a loop for 
freedom of motion.  This is ideal for tying a 
jig (especially smaller crappie and ice jigs, 
that are desired to always stay parallel), 
and replacing a clip for a crankbait.  I’ve 

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Dave’s Trading Post, 
Coin & Pawn

309-353-7522

Diamond Rings
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found it works with all types of lines.
 While this knot may seem more 
complicated, it is no more so than any 
other knot.  The steps are as follows:  pass 
the tag end through the line tie and bring 
it up about 8 to 10 inches; grab it in the 
middle	with	 two	fingers	 (spread	 them	 if	
the loop being formed must allow a bigger 
lure to pass through); twist the doubled 
line 4 times; pass the lure through the 
loop; grasp the tag and main line and pull 
the knot tight.  The knot can slowly be 
slid downward, by working it along with 
the	 index	 finger	 and	 thumb	 of	 the	 hand	
holding the lure end, to form a smaller 
loop before completely tightening it.

GENERAL KNOT TIPS
 All knots have tag ends, and in most 
cases, it is said to trim them about an 1/8-
inch long.  I have found it is much better to 
go about 1/2-inch.  This does not spook the 
fish,	 and	with	braided	or	 fusion	 lines	 the	
tag will lay limp, plus allow for any slight 
slippage that may occur.  On the other 
hand, if the right knot is selected, and tied 
correctly, there should not be any slippage.
 When pulling any knot tight be sure 
to moisten the line.  This provides a 
lubrication to reduce friction, which can 
weaken a knot.
 To provide extra strength, while sealing 
the knot shut, apply a drop of Fishin’ Glue.  
This will hold any type of line tight.
 No matter how expensive the tackle 
and line, the weakest link between 
an	 angler	 and	 the	 fish	 is	 the	 knot.	 	 It	 is	
important to select the right knot, but it 
is extremely important to tie it correctly.  
This is why an angler should have a 
selection of a few good knots and learn to 
tie them well.
 If there are any questions, contact me 
through the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales® web 
site at www.dansfishntales.com. Also, 
remember to check out the Dan’s Fish 
‘N’ Tales® Facebook page and channel on 
You Tube and Full30.
 Until next time, get out on the water, 
and	enjoy	a	great	day	of	fishing.

This is a Uni knot, which is quite similar to 
the Quick knot, only that with the Quick the 
wraps of line are on the outside of both lines 
rather than wrapped inside of the big loop.

The King Sling is a top loop knot, 
and one that is asked about in most 

seminars where I’m discussing using it 
for my Custom Jigs & Spins ice jigs.
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SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) announced today that it 
is taking applications from youth 
firearm	deer	hunters	and	youth	and	
adult archery deer hunters for Fall 
2021 deer hunting on private land 
through the Illinois Recreational 
Access Program (IRAP).
 The IDNR has leased 13,365 
acres of private land for the Fall 
2021 deer hunting season through 
IRAP, creating 323 public access 
deer hunting sites in 39 counties. 
Sites are available for the 2021 
Youth Firearm Deer Season 
(Oct. 9-11, 2021), and for youth 
and adult archery deer hunting 
the entire month of October and 
December 16-31, at no cost to 

participants to access those sites. 
To apply, a licensed hunter must 
submit an online application. 
 To participate as a youth 
hunter, applicants must have not 
reached their 18th birthday by the 
first	day	of	the	hunting	period	and	
must be accompanied by an adult 
of at least 21 years of age. Adult 
archery deer hunters must be at 
least 18 years of age by the start 
of the archery deer period they are 
applying for.  All hunters must have 
completed a Department-approved 
Hunter Education Course (if born 
in 1980 or after) and have acquired 
an Illinois hunting license, habitat 
stamp and a valid IDNR Archery 
Deer Hunting permit to hunt at 
an IRAP site. IRAP archery deer 

YOUTH AND ADULT DEER HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE ON 
PRIVATE LAND THROUGH IRAP

hunting applications must be 
submitted online by 5:00 p.m. Aug. 
13, 2021. Hunters may submit 
up to three IRAP deer hunting 
applications per year, one for 
each IRAP deer hunting period. A 
lottery drawing will be held when 
more applications are received 
than there are sites available. 
 Applications for IRAP Youth 
Firearm Deer Hunting sites can 
be found online at https://www2.
illinois.gov/dnr/conservation/IRAP/
Pages/Youth-Shotgun-Deer.aspx. 
 Applications for IRAP Youth 
and Adult Deer Hunting sites can 
be found online at  https://www2.
illinois.gov/dnr/conservation/
IRAP/Pages /Arche ry -Dee r-
Hunting.aspx.
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next week.next week.
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start your start your 
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Happy Happy 
New Year New Year 

Everybody!Everybody!
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This report represents some events 
the OLE handled over the weeks of 

February 1 - 15, 2021; however, it does 
not include all actions taken by the 

Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northeast Zone / District 2 – Sgt. Eric 
Schreiber (CPO Davis, CPO Doescher, CPO 
Fehrenbacher, CPO Iaffaldano, CPO Kelley, 
CPO Reid, CPO Semenik, CPO Siedsma, 
CPO Tepovich, CPO Van Wiltenburg, CPO 
Vaughan, CPO Winters) (Counties: Kane, 
Lake, McHenry) 
MCHENRY COUNTY 
CPO Davis attended court for an unlawful deer 
hunting after hours violation. The result of the 
citation	was	guilty	with	a	$195.00	fine.	
CPO Davis has been following up on multiple 
reports of foxes with corrugated tubing around 
their necks. There are active attempts to trap 
both the animals alive and have the tubing 
removed by rehabilitation. 
Northeast Zone / District 3 - Sgt. David 

Wollgast (CPO M. Anderson, CPO Bergland, 
CPO Elliot, CPO Farber, CPO Honiotes, 
CPO Prasun, CPO Thompson) (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall, Will) 
GRUNDY COUNTY 
CPO Honiotes responded to a Grundy County 
call of an aggressive raccoon harassing 
customers at a rural gas station. The raccoon 
was captured, removed from the area and 
dispatched. 
KANKAKEE COUNTY 
CPO Elliot located a vehicle spotlighting a 
field	 in	 rural	Kankakee	county.	A	 traffic	stop	
was conducted and it was determined that the 
operator had no weapons in the car and was 
just out “watching deer” with the spotlight. 
The driver was educated on why he could no 
longer spotlight deer and a written warning 
was issued. CPO Elliot assisted several 
vehicles that were stuck in the ditch/snow 
during this time. On 02/10/21 CPO Elliot and 
Farber presented Kankakee County Coroner 
Bob Gessner an award for assisting IDNR 
numerous times during fatal drownings on the 
Kankakee River. 
WILL COUNTY 
CPO	 Honiotes	 identified	 a	 Will	 County	
resident	who	 reported	 a	 firearm	 deer	 harvest	
shortly after purchasing an over the-counter 
permit. Further investigation revealed the 
subject did not have a valid FOID card. 
Following an interview, the subject was 
issued written warnings for unlawful take of 
white-tailed deer and unlawful possession of a 
muzzle	loading	firearm	without	a	valid	FOID.	
Records indicated that a subject may have 
harvested a deer without the proper permit. 

CPO Bergland conducted an investigation that 
revealed that the subject did have the proper 
permit	when	he	harvested	his	first	deer	ever.	
The subject was very proud and showed CPO 
Bergland photos and video of the harvest. 
CPO Bergland congratulated the subject on 
his	first	harvest.	
Over several days, CPO Prasun investigated a 
complaint about a Will County resident being 
in possession of a Morelet Crocodile. The 
crocodile was ultimately seized and the owner 
was issued a written warning for possession 
of a special use herptile (crocodilian) as well 
as a citation for importation of a special use 
herptile (crocodilian) into the state of Illinois. 
Northeast Zone / District 4, Sgt. Josh Mooi 
(CPO Farrell, CPO Gates, CPO Gilliam, 
CPO Hopper, CPO Kater, CPO Kusta, 
CPO Longley, CPO Vik, CPO Waigand) 
(Counties: Cook, DuPage) 
DUPAGE COUNTY 
CPO Gates was on snowmobile patrol in 
northwestern DuPage County. CPO Gates was 
following snowmobile tracks heading north 
on the Illinois prairie path, going through 
Brewster Creek Nature Preserve, and into 
James Pate State Park. As CPO Gates was 
following the tracks, he noticed a large group 
of deer congregated on the northeast side of 
the state park, next to a Bartlett’s residence 
backyard. As CPO Gates got closer, he 
observed several piles of corn. CPO Gates 
made contact with the homeowner and 
educated the man that feeding deer was illegal. 
The man had not received any warnings or 
citations in the past for any wildlife violations. 
After a brief discussion, the man was issued a 

warning for feeding the deer. CPO will follow 
up to ensure the food is gone. 
CPO Gates investigated a complaint about a 
developer wanting to destroy a tree containing 
a great horned owl nest. CPO contacted 
Naperville FD to assist in verifying an active 
nest.	 NFD	 attempted	 to	 fly	 their	 drone	 over	
the next to verify eggs but due to equipment 
issues,	 they	 were	 unable	 to	 fly	 the	 drone.	
Future attempts will be attempted to verify an 
active nest. 
Northwest Zone – Captain Laura Petreikis 
Northwest Zone / District 1 – Sgt. Laura 
Petreikis (CPO Beltran, CPO Hoftender, CPO 
McKune, CPO Peecher, CPO Posateri, CPO 
Priest, CPO Meinders, CPO Zigler) (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, Ogle, 
Rock Island, Stephenson, Whiteside) 
JODAVIESS COUNTY 
CPOT Thompson and CPO Hoftender 
completed a deer investigation. The hunter 
failed to check a deer in by 10:00PM on the 
day it was recovered. He also failed to tag a 
deer immediately upon kill. The hunter was 
issued a citation for illegal possession of deer 
and a written warning for failure to check his 
deer in by 10:00PM. 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
CPO Peecher organized a snowmobile 
enforcement detail in Lena, Stephenson County 
on 01/31 with CPOs Beltran, Posateri, and 
Zigler. The detail was appreciated by local 
residents and successful with 14 citations issued, 
9 WWs, and 2 OUI arrests made. CPO Peecher 
also investigated Lena snowmobile accident. 
Northwest Zone / District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 
(CPO Alvarez-Gerbino, CPO Binsbacher, 
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CPO Reports . . . continued
CPO Engledow, CPO Filipiak, CPO 
Kaufman, CPO Kiprono, CPO Leannah, 
CPO Murry, CPO Pankey, CPO Roesch, 
CPO Stanbary, CPO Swanson, CPO 
Wagner) (Counties: Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, 
LaSalle, Putnam, Winnebago) 
DEKALB COUNTY 
CPO Murry stopped a truck for parking in the 
roadway. While attempting to stop the truck, 
CPO Murry observed the driver to appear to 
be hiding something in the back seat of his 
truck. The truck continued to drive for a short 
distance	 before	 finally	 pulling	 over.	 Upon	
making contact with the driver, CPO Murry 
observed	 an	 uncased	 Long	 Rifle	 directly	
behind the driver’s seat. Upon removing the 
gun	from	the	truck	it	was	discovered	the	rifle	
was loaded. The driver admitted to trying to 
put it in a case as he was being pulled over and 
he was out looking for coyotes to hunt. The 
driver was cited for uncased gun, and hunting 
from the roadway. He was given warnings for 
parking in the roadway and hunting by aid or 
use of a motor vehicle. 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Kiprono observed a car parked outside 
of a gate to a closed Nature Preserve which 
houses an endangered bat species. There are 
several signs mounted to the locked metal gate; 
one sign reads, “Authorized Personnel Only” 
and another was a warning requiring a permit 
to enter the Nature Preserve. CPO Kiprono 
observed foot tracks in the snow up to the locked 
gate where the signs were posted. The tracks 
continued past the gate and down the path into 

the closed Nature Preserve. CPO Kiprono was 
able to locate the hiker on private property (also 
posted “NO TRESPASSING”) adjacent to the 
Nature Preserve. The hiker admitted to hiking 
in the Nature Preserve several other times, as 
well. The individual was cited. 
CPOT Binsbacher contacted a coyote hunter 
that was in a coyote contest held out of Cedar 
Point and determined the hunter did not have 
a hunting license or habitat stamp, appropriate 
enforcement action was taken. 
CPO Kaufman received the disposition of a case 
involving an out of state hunter using resident 
deer	 permits.	The	 hunter	was	 fined	 $272	 and	
ordered to pay $770 in restitution for a total of 
$1042. The hunter’s hunting privileges will be 
revoked for 13 months as well. 
WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
CPO Roesch contacted an individual who was 
trying to sell an endangered spotted turtle. 
The individual had an endangered spotted 
turtle and several other indigenous turtles for 
sale without any permits from IDNR. CPO 
Roesch issued 2 citations (possession of an 
endangered species and unlawful sale of 
native herptiles) and 3 written warnings. CPO 
Roesch seized 1 endangered spotted turtle, 
6 red-eared slider turtles, and 1 Mississippi 
map turtle. The turtles were delivered to the 
Wildlife Discovery Center in Lake County. 
Northwest Zone / District 7, Sgt. Scott Avery 
(CPO Elliot, CPO Finn, CPO Gerard, CPO 
Lazzell, CPO Thompson) (Counties: Fulton, 
Henderson, Knox, Marshall, McDonough, 
Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, Warren, Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson and CPO Elliott completed an 

investigation of a St David man for suspicion 
of hunting without permission. During an 
interview, CPOs received a confession to 
unlawful hunting without a hunting license, 
habitat stamp or permits, and hunting without 
permission of the landowner. Four citations 
were issued for the aforementioned violations. 
CPO Thompson investigated the unlawful 
possession and sale of live furbearers involving 
a female subject in rural Fulton County. 
CPO Thompson interviewed the suspect and 
determined the individual to be in violation. 
CPO Thompson explained the law and the 
process for obtaining a furbearer breeder 
permit. CPO Thompson issued two written 
warnings for the unlawful sale/possession of 
furbearing mammals without a permit. 
CPO Thompson investigated a Canton Man 
for suspicion of unlawful take of a whitetail 
deer without a valid hunting license. Upon 
interview, CPO Thompson determined the 
man to have taken a deer and failed to tag it 
immediately as required. CPO Thompson 
identified	 the	man	 did	 not	 tag	 the	 deer	 until	
after purchasing a permit at a later time. The 
man was issued a citation for failure to tag 
a deer immediately upon kill and unlawful 
hunting without a valid hunting license. 
Additionally, the man was issued written 
warnings for unlawful hunting without a 
habitat stamp, two counts of unlawful take of a 
deer, unlawful possession of an untagged deer, 
and	falsification	of	a	harvest	report.	
CPO Elliott and CPO Thompson assisted Fulton 
County Sheriff’s Dept., EMS Personnel, and 
Copperas Creek with the search and recovery 
of a male subject reported missing on or about 

Feb, 10th. The subject’s vehicle was located in 
rural Fulton county near Astoria behind a shed. 
At	this	location,	Ice	fishing	gear	was	found	on	
a	nearby	pond	where	he	reportedly	ice	fished	
on occasion. Several local men volunteered 
to use waterfowl Ice heaters to open the pond 
for emergency personnel to conduct a search. 
The subject was recovered on Friday, Feb 12, 
2021. A big thank you to all who helped during 
this unfortunate incident and our hearts are 
with the victim’s family and friends. 
KNOX COUNTY 
CPO Thompson responded to a complaint 
of	 unlawful	 discharge	 of	 a	 firearm	 at	 Lake	
Bracken. Upon investigation, the man was 
issued two written warnings for harassment 
of wildlife and unlawful attempt to take of 
waterfowl. 
MCDONOUGH COUNTY 
CPO Elliott completed a wildlife investigation 
involving the unlawful take of a whitetail 
doe	 during	 the	 2020	 firearm	 season.	 It	 was	
determined the subject did not have proper 
permits before harvesting the deer. The subject 
was cited for unlawful take of a whitetail 
deer	without	a	valid	permit,	falsification,	and	
received warnings for possession and failure 
to tag immediately upon kill. 
CPO Elliott completed an investigation 
involving the unlawful operation of a motor 
vehicle off-road at Argyle Lake State Park. 
Information was received, a vehicle was 
observed sliding down a hill, over a slight 
embankment and onto the ice of the lake. 
The vehicle slid across the ice approximately 
20-30 yards before coming to a stop. Ice 
fisherman	were	on	the	lake	at	this	time	in	close	
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proximity to this occurrence and reportedly 
witnessed an approximate 10-year-old youth 
exit the driver’s side and an older female exit 
the passenger side. A later interview with the 
adult	 female	 confirmed	 these	 accounts.	 A	
citation was issued to the female for Parental 
Accessory to the Unlawful Operation of 
a Motor Vehicle OffRoad at a state site. 
Additionally, the women received a written 
warning for unlawful entry to a restricted area 
as there are no vehicles allowed on the ice at 
Argyle Lake State Park. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO Finn received information there was 
an individual goose hunting without a valid 
license or stamps. CPO Finn investigated and 
was able to catch the hunter goose hunting. 
A compliance check revealed the hunter was 
unable to purchase licenses. The hunter was 
cited for hunting without a valid hunting 
license as well as goose hunting without a 
valid state waterfowl stamp. He was issued 
written warnings for no federal waterfowl 
stamp and no HIP. 
CPO Lazzell investigated a complaint of Canada 
Geese being unlawfully harvested along a rural 
Tazewell County roadway. Citations were 
issued for unlawful take of Canada Geese by 
aid of motor vehicle, transporting an uncased / 
loaded	firearm	in	a	vehicle,	unlawfully	hunting	
from a highway and accessory to the unlawful 
take of Canada Geese. Three Geese were 
discovered to have been harvested unlawfully 
and were seized as evidence. 
WOODFORD COUNTY 
CPO Gerard investigated a Woodford County 
resident believed to have unlawfully harvested 

a buck without an archery deer permit. 
Following the investigation, CPO Gerard 
cited the individual for hunting without a valid 
either sex deer permit and seized the 12 point 
deer rack. 
Central Zone / District 9, Sgt. Eric Myers 
(CPO Blakeley, CPO Blazinic, CPO 
Goetten, CPO Gushleff, CPO Jansen, 
CPO Olroyd & CPO Wheatley) (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike, & Schuyler) 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
CPO Jansen received a court disposition on 
a	non-resident	who	had	falsified	residency	to	
obtain free deer permits for several years. He 
was convicted on two charges totally $500 in 
fines	and	$4282	in	restitution.	
GREENE COUNTY 
CPO Michael Goetten observed a vehicle 
traveling slowly and stop twice in the roadway 
in unincorporated Greene County. CPO 
Goetten	initiated	a	traffic	stop	on	the	vehicle.	
The driver was in possession of a loaded and 
uncased	 rifle.	 He	 admitted	 he	 was	 illegally	
hunting. CPO Goetten discovered the subject 
was also wanted on a Macoupin County 
arrest warrant for fraud. The subject was 
arrested on the warrant, hunting with the aid 
of a conveyance, transportation of a loaded/
uncased	 firearm	 and	 hunting	 from	 a	 public	
roadway.	The	rifle	was	seized	for	forfeiture.	
HANCOCK COUNTY 
CPO Blazinic completed a deer administrative 
investigation. The subject went archery deer 
hunting with an antlerless only archery deer 
permit. The subject harvested a (9) nine point 
buck, then purchased the either sex permit and 

checked the deer into the IDNR. The subject 
was issued a citation for the offense. 
CPO Wheatley met with a man responsible for 
shooting an overlimit of bucks for the 2020-
2021 deer season. The subject was issued 
citations for Shooting an Overlimit of Bucks 
and Possession of Illegally Taken Species. The 
subject was also issued 3 written warnings 
based off the interview for Hunting without 
Hunting License/Habitat Stamp and Hunting 
without Deer Permits in Possession. CPO 
Wheatley	 has	 a	 second	 man	 to	 file	 charges	
against, but had not had a chance to prior to 
the submittal of this report. 
Central Zone / District 10, Sgt. William 
Gilmer (CPO Gerdes, CPO McClenning, 
CPO Snodgrass, CPO Thornley, CPO 
Wahlbrink, CPO Wright) (Counties: Cass, 
Christian, Logan, Mason, Menard, Morgan, 
Sangamon, & Scott) 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPOs Gerdes & Thornley assisted ISP with a foot 
pursuit	of	an	individual	who	fled	a	traffic	stop	into	
a wooded area. After a lengthy foot pursuit, the 
suspect was taken into custody by police. 

Central Zone / District 11, Sgt. Dan Greuel 
(CPO Barnes, CPO Hyatt, CPO Mieure, 
CPO Miller, & CPO Moody) (Counties: 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, 
Moultrie, Shelby) 
COLES COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt responded to a call of two bucks 
that were locked up. One buck was dead 
and the other was still showing signs of life. 
The deer had drug themselves onto a frozen 
pond and CPO Hyatt lassoed the antlers and 
was able to pull them off the ice with the use 
of four-wheeler and winch. After about 30 
minutes trying to pry the antlers apart CPO 
Hyatt was able to release the buck. CPO Hyatt 
issued salvage tag to landowner for the buck 
that was deceased. 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt received a call regarding otters and 
beavers destroying a farm pond and causing 
overflowing	 into	 a	 field.	 CPO	 Hyatt	 made	
contact with local trapper and introduced the 
two to help resolve the issue.
MOULTRIE COUNTY 
While patrolling rural Moultrie County, CPO 
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Moody encountered two Indiana men hunting 
coyotes out of their truck. The men were 
stopped in the middle of a county road when 
encountered. The men had a loaded shotgun as 
well	as	a	loaded	.243	rifle	in	their	truck.	Upon	
further investigation, the two men were found 
to have trespassed across multiple properties, 
dropping their dogs off on properties that they 
did not have permission to hunt on. The men 
received citations for hunting from a roadway 
and	 uncased/loaded	 firearms	 in	 a	 motor	
vehicle. The men received multiple written 
warnings as well. 
SHELBY COUNTY 
CPO	 Barnes	 finished	 an	 investigation	 on	 a	
Shelbyville subject who harvested a deer 
without a permit. Several citations and written 
warnings were issued. 
Central Zone / District 19, Sgt. John Williamson 
(CPO Ausmus, CPO Graden, CPO Reeves, 
CPO Sanford, CPO Viverito, CPO Z. Williams, 
& CPO Workman) (Counties: Champaign, 
DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, 
McLean, Piatt, Vermilion) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Ausmus cited a Clinton man for two 
counts of hunting without permission and two 
counts of criminal trespassing. The CPO was 
contacted by a landowner who had photos 
of a subject hunting on his property without 
permission. The next day the landowner was 
hunting and encountered the same subject 
hunting on his property. The hunter has a court 

date in Dewitt County. 
CPO Ausmus cited a Clinton man for Unlawful 
dumping on public property. CPO Ausmus 
and CPO Viverito removed 10 tires from ice 
on Northfork Creek. The following day, CPOs 
Ausmus and Workman were patrolling the 
area and located 12 more tires, and a pile of 
trash. The owner of the trash was contacted 
and admitted to paying a neighbor to dispose 
of 12 tires. The suspect was contacted and 
confessed to dumping the tires and trash. The 
Clinton man cleaned up the trash and provided 
a receipt showing the tires had been recycled, 
he has a pending court date in Dewitt County. 
CPO Workman was on patrol at Clinton Lake 
and	was	checking	fishermen	as	 they	returned	
to their vehicle. During one of the checks, 
CPO Workman discovered one man was in 
possession of 13 crappie over the daily limit 
and of the total 28 total crappie, 5 measured 
below the 9 inch length limit. CPO Workman 
issued the subject 2 citations and a mandatory 
court date was set. 
CPO Workman also checked another subject 
who was in possession of 3 crappie under the 9 
inch length limit and a largemouth bass 5 inches 
under the legal length limit. CPO Workman 
issued 1 citation and 1 written warning. 
FORD COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams received a call about an 
injured red tailed hawk stuck in a garage 
in Sibley, IL. CPO Z. Williams arrived and 
observed the hawk. No apparent signs of 
injury were observed. The decision was 
made to keep the garage door open and leave 

the hawk. The next day, CPO Z. Williams 
called the homeowner. The hawk was still in 
the garage. CPO Z. Williams returned to the 
residence and was able to capture the hawk. 
CPO Z. Williams transported the hawk to 
the University of Illinois Wildlife Clinic for 
further examination. 
LIVINGSTON COUNTY 
CPOT	Vik	observed	a	truck	shining	a	field	near	
where I was parked. I stopped the truck and 
after approaching the driver and passenger, he 
discovered	2	uncased	rifles	in	the	back	seat	and	
1	rifle	in	a	case	next	to	the	passengers	left	leg	
(all were unloaded). The driver and passenger 
were both cited for illegal use of a spotlight 
from a vehicle and both were issued warnings 
for hunting by the use or aid of a vehicle and 
transportation	of	uncased	firearms.	
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO	Ausmus	 cited	 two	men	 for	 falsification	
of deer harvest records. CPO Ausmus was 
contacted by IDNR HQ to investigate possible 
deer permit fraud. CPO Ausmus interviewed 
the Hudson man, who claimed didn’t kill any 
deer for the season. When asked about a deer 
that was checked in under his name, the subject 
admitted he lent his tag to his brother, who’s 
a non-resident. The brother, an Arizona man, 
was contacted and admitted that he did not 
want to stop hunting so he used his brother’s 
deer tag. Both individuals have a pending court 
appearance in McLean County, the penalty 
could result in an automatic suspension of 
privileges for 13 or more months. The rack 
was seized as evidence. 

CPO	 Ausmus	 checked	 ice	 fisherman	 at	
Dawson Lake. He contacted two anglers under 
a	flip-up	shanty	and	noticed	an	empty	6-pack	
holder. The CPO counted only three beer 
bottles in view. When asked what happened to 
the other bottles, the angler admitted that he 
sunk them down the ice hole. The subject was 
issued a citation for pollution of a waterway. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Sanford located an individual unlawfully 
feeding whitetail deer behind their residence 
in Vermilion County. The individual was 
educated to the feeding restriction and the 
reasons for such. 
CPO Sanford located an individual hunting 
whitetail deer sheds on private property, 
without permission, in Vermilion County. 
Appropriate enforcement action was taken. 
Southern Zone / District 13, Sgt. Eric 
Manker (CPO Charles, CPO French, CPO 
Gerdes, CPO Lentz, CPO Leibl, CPO 
Macias, CPO Ray, CPO Schachner, CPO 
Sievers, CPO Wichern) (Counties: Bond, 
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias conducted a taxidermy inspection 
on a taxidermist who had been practicing since 
the 1980’s! This taxidermist had records dating 
back to almost the year 2000 and showed the 
CPO all his work over the last 30+ years. 
When asked to see his taxidermy license he 
showed the CPO a license from 2006. When 
asked why he did not have a current license, 
he answered that he had serious family issues 
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and along with the current pandemic, he 
forgot to renew his license. The CPO was 
appreciative of his honesty and sympathetic 
of his family issues. The CPO thought about 
how he still practiced taxidermy and did work 
on customers mounts without a license for 13 
years since his last valid license. The CPO 
issued him a citation for practicing taxidermy 
without a valid license. 
MADISON COUNTY 
CPO French arrested a subject for hunting 
without permission and hunting without valid 
permits.	 Subject	 was	 fined	 and	 forfeited	 his	
archery equipment. 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
CPO Michael Goetten previously investigated 
a subject who was advertising the sale of deer 
meat. The investigation revealed the subject 
harvested two deer and a bear unlawfully in 
Arkansas. With the assistance of the Arkansas 
DNR, the subject was cited in Illinois and 
Arkansas for the offenses. He pled guilty in 
both venues. The bear skull, hide and claws 
were forfeited to the IDNR. 
CPO French arrested a subject for harvesting 
an 8 point buck without any permits during 
archery	 season.	 Subject	 was	 fined	 $1044.00	
and forfeited the deer head. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Ralph Sievers responded to a call of a 
sunken	 fishing	 boat	 at	 Baldwin	 Lake.	 CPO	
Sievers	 arrived	 on	 scene	 and	 identified	 that	
the boat occupants were safe and uninjured. 
CPO Sievers then evaluated the boat. The boat 
had motor problems and was pushed against 
the shore by the high winds. The rough waves 
washed over the boat and the stern of the boat 

had sunk. Due to weather conditions the boat 
was left on scene until the following day. 
CPO Sievers with CPO David Ray and CPO 
Schachner, and two Site employees returned 
the next morning. The boat was pumped out 
and	 brought	 afloat.	 The	 boat	 prop	 was	 bent	
and a small dent was on the bottom of the boat 
caused by the rocks. The boat operator was 
issued	written	warnings	for	no	fishing	license	
and boat safety equipment violations. The 
passenger was issued a written warning for no 
fishing	license.	
Southern Zone / District 14, Sgt. Marc 
Folden (CPO Haggerty, CPO Jourdan, 
CPO Knop, CPO Lewis, CPO Tapley, CPO 
K. Williams & CPO T. Williams) (Counties: 
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jefferson, Perry, Saline, & White) 
GALLATIN COUNTY 
CPO Williams handled a trapping without 
permission complaint in rural Gallatin 
County. An adjoining landowner contacted 
Conservation Police to make the complaint. 
After contacting one of the landowners of 
the property in question, it was determined 
another owner of the land partnership had 
given permission. 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO K. Williams spoke with a hunter about 
a possible tagging violation. After a short 
discussion, the hunter admitted to harvesting a 
white tail deer without tagging immediately after. 
Southern Zone / District 15, Sgt. Timothy 
Buhnerkempe (CPO Hyatt, CPO Roper, 
CPO Roundcount, CPO Skelton, CPO Smith, 
CPO Swindle, CPO Taylor & CPO Willand) 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 

Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 
Marion, Richland, Wabash, & Wayne) 
JASPER COUNTY 
CPO Willand assisted local agencies in the 
investigations of local burglaries and linked 
wildlife crimes. CPO Willand received 
complaints of out of state individuals running 
out board motors over the allowed horsepower 
limit on Newton Lake. CPO Willand located 
the individuals and cited them for operating a 
200 hp motor on a 25 hp limit lake. 
MARION COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt caught two individuals hunting 
over	 a	 baited	 corn	 field	 in	 Marion	 County.	
The	field	was	originally	found	by	CPO	Roper	
but he hadn’t been able to catch up to anyone 
hunting	 the	 field.	 There	 was	 scattered	 corn	
grain and sweet corn cobs all throughout the 
decoys and around their blind. One of the 
hunters said he blended in his blind with sweet 
corn stalks and the cobs on there he took off 
and tossed them into the decoys. The hunter’s 
firearms	 and	 electronic	 call	 were	 seized.	
Samples	of	the	corn	in	the	field	were	taken	and	
at	this	time	a	report	has	been	filed	and	turned	
over to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department. 
Southern Zone / District 16, Sgt. Kristin 
Taylor (CPO G. Anderson, CPO Johnson, 
CPO Somers, CPO Spinka, CPO Teas, 
CPO Vasicek, CPO Wilkinson, CPO Wolf) 
(Counties: Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Union, & Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO G. Anderson and CPO Wilkinson 
interviewed a hunter who was suspected 
to have committed multiple wildlife code 
violations during the 2020-2021 deer season. 

During the interview, the hunter admitted to 
committing the violations and was issued a 
citation and 4 written warnings for unlawful 
take of a whitetail deer, hunting without a 
valid permit, and failure to immediately tag 
upon kill. 
CPO G. Anderson received a call from a local 
trapper regarding a deer being stuck/tangled 
in a leg hold trap in southern Jackson County. 
CPO Anderson assisted the trapper in locating 
the deer and removing the trap safely resulting 
in minimal injury to the deer. 
CPO Vasicek located and recovered an 
injured adult bald eagle with the assistance 
of	 Jackson	 County	Animal	 Control	 Officer.	
The eagle was taken to Free Again Wildlife 
Rehabilitation for medical care. 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Wilkinson has been working on deer 
hunting investigations and closing cases. A 
non-resident plead guilty for the unlawful take 
of whitetail buck and permit violations paid 
$7,000 in restitution to the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources. Another non-resident who 
falsified	residency	and	harvested	two	bucks	with	
falsified	 permits,	 plead	 guilty	 and	 was	 fined	
$2,869. An additional case was closed out from 
this	gun	season	regarding	a	subject	using	a	rifle	
and harvesting two bucks. The individual plead 
guilty and paid $3,500 in restitution. 
UNION COUNTY 
CPO Spinka issued a subject residing in Union 
county 1 citations and 3 written warnings in 
regards to an investigation into an incident 
that took place during archery deer season in 
Union county.
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WHERE TO START?
	 When	an	inoperable	firearm	arrives	
with unknown history, the initial 
evaluation can only address what is 
obvious to at least make the system 
begin rudimentary function, and at that 
point make more in-depth analysis to 
check what was impossible to verify 
prior to the start of function. This is 
what a mechanic must do with a vehicle 
not	running:	first	get	 the	engine	started	
before evaluation of the transmission 
etc. can commence. An owner that fails 
to comprehend that not all can be known 
by a static inspection and cost estimate 
will be advised to take the problem to the 
fairytale shop. Time and materials rates 
are common for something as basic as 
well drilling, with the price depending 
on how deep the hole and how much 
well casing is necessary to reach, and 
those details are discovered at the point 

being “improved” was actually digging 
the hole deeper, so the gun was sold in 
worse shape than purchased.
 The new owner could see that force 
had made the slide arm distortion seen in 
the left two images (and as straightened 
in the third)(see picture 1), but this 
binding from the slide was not immense 
when pumped empty, so discounted 
as the fault for the shells sticking after 
firing.	The	ring	bulging	in	the	brass	can	
be seen in the shells at the right, with 
the swell being large enough to inhibit 
passage through the tighter section of 
the chamber ring by the rim edge section 
being seen as noticeably smaller, and 
the bulged section having a scraped rub 
appearance from driving past the snug 
part. By this time he realized he had gone 
as far as his corrective actions could be 
safely applied.

of suitable (water etc.) access (everyone 
should know that dry oil wells are a 
thing).
 The owner of a classic model of 
shotgun wanted to do enough to make 
minimal function testing of an evidently 
pieced together example (numbers 
didn’t match on the two main halves) 
that	was	procured	with	a	barrel	fit	loose	
to the frame. Some searching found a 
set of adjustment collars available and 
forthwith	was	used	to	make	the	barrel	fit	
the best with one of the set, and returned 
the remainders for refund. Now shooting 
could be assumed safer than when the 
barrel wiggled to and fro when shaken. 
The	 first	 shells	 fired	 all	 needed	 a	 rod	
to knock them free of the chamber, 
being too swollen in the enlarged 
area created by some previous worker 
without the realization that what was 

 There was a nasty crack through 
the pump wood that had a failed repair 
present,	as	seen,	but	the	owner	figured	it	
might be better changed after evaluation, 
since why bother buying new tires if the 
engine might be shot? (see picture 2) 
After the mechanicals were addressed, 
it was worth a try at removing the old 
adhesive	and	giving	the	crack	fix	another	
try, since new front wood (at twice the 
cost) would have clashed with the older 
buttstock destined to remain, what with 
it also having minor crack repairs for the 
owner to address later. Sometimes the 
total cost potential in sight makes the 
choice between doing pragmatic repairs 
and parting it out.
 The barrel muzzle end had plenty 
of internal distortions that would be 
worrisome if left as-is because short 
barreled guns tend to get riot loads stuffed 

Picture 1



in the tube and sent through the barrel 
in whatever condition. (see picture 3) 
The blue arrows denote the low spots in 
shadow, being bulged outward from the 
nominal surface level, and the red arrows 
indicate the tighter pressed in or dented 
sections	 showing	 more	 reflection	 from	
the slope behind. Rounding out the bore 
muzzle end as an initial phase reduced the 
varied measure from close to 1/16” down 
below 1/64”, and then a light rebore of 
the barrel and polish reduced the remnant 
spots to below .005” (blue arrows in right 
image). Now come what may, even slugs 
would not be inducing internal changes 

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms. 

Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.  
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!

Ask about our Pet policy. 
Park near your room to unload fast & easy. 

Ice & Soda Available!  Restaurants & entertainment nearby. 

BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:

(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

due to interior humps.
 The main challenge to safe and long 
term function was going to be reduction 
of case swelling at least enough to 
allow normal extraction of new ammo. 
Swapping to a different barrel would 
have more worms in the can, from 
mismatch	outer	finish	 to	 the	 full	gamut	
of	fitting	needing	to	be	done,	and	prevent	
damage to the extension during removal, 
for instance. Alignment problems 
of the original chamber ring to the 
replacement barrel could, in retrospect, 
require another 200 bucks to change, and 
consider the chance of a used alternate 
barrel not being much better in chamber 
fit	 –	 back	 to	 square	 one,	 perhaps.	
Sleeving (lining) the original chamber 
to a smaller diameter might inhibit the 

THE SHOTGUN SHOPTHE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHINGGUNSMITHING

•  Choke & Mechanical 
Specialist

•  School Trained,         
20+ Years

• Best Recoil Pads

•  Improvement of Turkey, 
Match, Steel Shot 
Performance

• Stop Bruises

P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

636-282-4379636-282-4379
Interesting Articles & Detailed Work Listing at:

TheShotgunShop.net
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AUG. 5-6-7, 2021 
218 West 1st St. • Bath IL 

For Info Contact:
Betty Deford • 309-546-2957
OriginalRedneckFishin.com

Costume Judging just prior to each Heat at registration tent.
Admission: $3 per day or $5 for both days (Kids 0-15 FREE!)

All net proceeds will be donated to Illinois Homeless Veterans.

Thursday, August 5th
4-6pm: Kids Free Fishing Tournament
6-10pm: Karaoke/DJ

14th Annual Original

Lots of Kids’ Events!

ALL ACTIVITIES ON RIVERFRONT 

Friday, August 6th
10am-Noon: Sign in for 1st Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 1st Heat (at registration tent)

Noon-2pm: First Heat
2pm-4pm: Sign in for 2nd Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 2nd Heat (at registration tent)

2pm-6pm: White Lightnin
4-6pm: 2nd Heat
7pm: Awards for the day announced
8pm-Midnight: Doghouse Daisy

Saturday, August 7th
6:30am: Breakfast at the Bath Fire Dept. 
10am-noon: Sign in for 3rd Heat
11am: Honor Guard Ceremony
12:30 pm: Little Miss & Master Carp ages 2-7
Noon-2pm: 3rd Heat 
2pm-4p: Sign in for 4th Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 4th Heat (at registration tent)
2-6pm: Willie & the Blues Hounds
6pm: Redneck King & Queen Carp Contest
 4-6pm: 4th Heat
7pm: Raffle winners & Awards for the day announced 
8pm-Midnight: Stone Cold Cowboys

 Betty Deford: 309-546-2957 • bettydeford00@gmail.com

Platinum Sponsors
Sisson's Country Inn 309-538-9200

Renken Electric - Josh at 217-737-9945

brass swelling enough to pass the tighter 
section by the rim edge and return the 
mechanism to at least user grade.
 Here we have the spectrum of 
evident swelling after the chamber was 
sleeved	and	fired	with	an	assortment	of	
ammo - and with no extraction issues 
with any type tried, with even the more 
swollen of the two exhibiting no drag/
rub marks from squeezing through 
the tighter area. (see picture 4) The 
expansion resistance from only sleeving 
the chamber was working well enough 
to make a chamber ring change not 
required for function.
 The original effort of barrel 
tightening done with the adjusting 
sleeve kit had limited success, since the 

tightness gained with the one sleeve that 
could make a difference was only snug on 
the next-to-last notch of adjustment. This 
would	therefore	have	made	the	decent	fit	
of the barrel, if the only problem present, 
go slack in short order since the mating 
surfaces between the two halves were not 
matched very well, what with being from 
different	 guns	 in	 the	 first	 place.	 Those	
inevitable inconsistencies tend to level 
out	from	shock	and	vibration	of	firing	by	
mashing down the high points that are no 
substitute	for	flat	contact	planes.
 We have now examined a small 
sample of reworked details used to make 
a basically defunct mechanism return to 
shooting shape, and not quite break the 
bank accomplishing the task.

Picture 2

Picture 3 Picture 4



 Trolling for seafood isn’t 
everyone’s cup of tea. A long day 
rocking the waves requires a good 
skipper, the right boat, and often 
Dramamine. Polarized glasses, long 
sleeves, a neck gaiter, brimmed hat, 
and sunscreen for anything else not 
covered up is essential not to realize 
a bad burn. If you need babysat, 
don’t	 go	 deep	 sea	 fishing.	Mundane	
information	to	the	avid	fisherman,	I’m	
just giving dreamers a heads up. 
 Ready for adventure? I have your 
crew, and they’re nice guys. 
 I met the Hopper bunch at the 
Indianapolis Boat and RV Show 
in 2019. The Covid craze erased 
everyone’s plans for travel in 2020, 
and it’d be two years till we could 
finally	 hook	 and	 reel	 this	 trip	 into	
reality. This June, a buddy and 
I rambled into the Key Largo/
Islamorada area, looking to put a 
dent in the mahi-mahi population.  

 A Key Largo resident going on 
41 years, Justin Hopper has seen it 
all. At 51, the tenacious skipper of the 
Fantastic II has been boat-ratting since 
he was fourteen. He started chartering 
in 1984, later procuring his captain’s 
license his senior year of high school 
in 1989. Then it was full steam ahead. 
 There are currently two boats in 
his	 fleet	 service.	 The Fantastic II 
is	 a	 forty-foot	 custom	 Sportfisher,	
loaded with twin diesel engines, four 
fish	 fighting	 chairs,	 and	 the	 latest	
electronic	navigation	and	fish	finding	
equipment. His son, Dallas, has been 
operating the smaller Hop Along for 
the last three years. This twenty-six-
foot	custom	fiberglass	open	fisherman	
dons a single Yamaha 250 engine and 
all the latest technology. “Dallas has 
essentially been chartering with me 
since he was twelve,” says his father. 
“This kid has the innate skills most 
only dream of. The ocean life comes 

‘FANTASTIC’ FISHING 
IN KEY LARGO
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easier to him.” 
 Hopper Senior is feeling the 
years like so many other guides in 
the Keys. The mind is willing, but the 
body takes a beating on the open seas. 
“Keeping the boat in prime condition 
for my clients, mechanically and 
cosmetically, adds extra hours 
once they leave the marina happy 
and hungry,” informs the captain. 
“Fishing days on end with little sleep 
levies a toll charge that can be quite 
challenging.” Nevertheless, Hopper 
isn’t resigning any time soon. This 
Largo lifestyle is addictive; 300 days 
so, and he still loves it. 

Do You Know the Mahi Man?
 As for what he does best? Besides 
keeping a spotless vessel, the skipper 
says	 he’s	 all	 about	 the	mahi	 fishing.	
“Dorado, dolphin, mahi-mahi … 
whatever you want to call it … it’s 
our passion here. We’re very hands-
on, use live bait, and the tuna tower’s 
twenty-five	feet	of	height	provides	us	
with the extended sight opportunities 
needed	 to	 locate	 fish.	 Not	 everyone	
can say that down here.”   
 Our charter saw us navigating the 
gulf	 stream	 waters	 twelve	 to	 fifteen	
miles offshore. At depths of 400-800 
feet, trolling wasn’t bad once we got 
through some rough currents. Of 
course, it helps when the crew are 
talkative and pleasant, and no one is 
pretending that part of the marketing 
is easy either. Justin’s information and 

outlook were sincere. 
 His deckhand, Allen Barr, was 
young	and	fit	and	kept	conversations	
real while glassing ahead. The stamp 
on his calf evidenced a transplant 
from Georgia and his pride for the 
Bulldogs. Living on a houseboat in 
the same Marina he works, he and his 
family experience vacation daily. 
 Four different stops produced 
nearly two dozen landings, despite 
us	 releasing	 half	 the	 fish.	 Younger	
schools often hit fast and furious, and 
the stern rigs can be overwhelmed 
with action. “In addition to live bait 
like herring, pilchards, or goggle eyes, 
we use light tackle skipper feathers,” 
says Barr. “They look a lot like the 
flying	 fish	we’ve	 seen	 scooting	 over	
the waters today. 
	 Big	 fish	 like	 wahoo,	 tuna,	 and	
sailfish	 also	 love	 the	 blue	 runners	
(or hardtails) for their heartiness and 
vibrations made in the water. Known as 
the “poor man’s goggle eye,” this eight 
to fourteen-inch option is good for kite 
fishing,	where	the	object	is	to	keep	live	
fish	on	the	surface	for	ferocious	eating	
predators like the mahi.   
 Dorado is the fastest-growing 
wild	 fish	 species,	 often	 in	 two-inch	
spurts a week, and can reach four feet 
and	 forty	 pounds	 in	 that	 first	 year.	
Sexually mature at three months, it is 
easy to see why the fast-swimming, 
hard-fighting	 mahi	 haven’t	 been	
endangered. Good snags will run 
twenty	 to	 fifty	 pounds	 and	 fifty	 to	Fantastic Charters of Key Largo.

Dolphin fish are running hot during the summers in Key Largo. Photo: Scott Cummings



seventy inches in length, yet it’s the 
five	to	eight-month	tikes	that	make	for	
better eating. Our keepers ran twenty 
to	thirty	inches,	five	to	eight	pounds,	
and provided plenty of delicious grub 
for the week.

Calendar for Targeted Species
 In March through May, spring 
targets are snapper, black and red 
grouper,	and	blackfin	tuna.	You	could	
run into some amberjack, barracuda, 
and shark seem to peak at this time. 
 Moving into summer, it is mahi, 
mahi, and more mahi May through late 
September. Plan on tapping some wahoo, 
bonito,	and	yellowfin	tuna.	Here’s	your	
chance	 at	 a	 marlin	 or	 swordfish,	 and	
many a guide can spin tales of tying into 
some breathtaking action here. 
 September through October 
ushers in the fall season, which looks 
like wahoo, tuna, and mahi. When 
the water temps drop below eighty 
degrees, snapper and grouper circulate 
back into the mix. 
	 Winter	brings	sightings	of	billfish,	
starting around November and seeing 
sailfish	 running	 hard	 through	 early	
March. The chance at a marlin is rare. 

King	and	Spanish	mackerel,	yellowfin	
tuna, wahoo, snapper, and grouper are 
still on the menu. 

Grubs, Pubs, and Lodging in 
Islamorada 
 Cooking delectable mahi is super 
easy, and versatile dishes look like 
boiling, grilling, frying, or baking your 
trophy and serving over rice or risotto, 
or beans and vegetables. My favorite is 
grilled and blackened with potatoes, and 
some hollandaise, dill, or remoulade 
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Veteran Captain Justin Hopper. 
Photo: Scott Cummings

Sometimes the action is non-stop. Photo: Steve Douglas



60 Adventure Sports Outdoors | August 2021

cream sauce drizzled over it. 
 On that note, most restaurants 
in the Keys offer a “hook and cook” 
menu	option	for	fishermen.	For	twelve	
dollars,	 you’ll	 get	 the	 fish	 prepared	
to your liking with two healthy 
side dishes. The much-celebrated 
Lorelei’s Restaurant and Cabana 
Bar in Islamorada was literally out 
our hotel’s back door, so we parked 
ourselves there most nights for a great 
water view and live music. 
 There are plenty of places 
to eat in that area, and everyone 
serves booze. Tower of Pizza offers 
a welcomed slice of Sicilian for 
the upper east coast visitors. The 
Islamorada Fish Company sets in 
the World Wide Sportsman complex, 
owned by Bass Pro. A great spot to 
shop, see a replica of Hemmingway’s 
boat ‘Pilar,’ grab a drink, and eat. 
Located between Key Largo and 
Islamorada is the Blonde Giraffe 
Key Lime Pie Factory for dessert. 
 Accommodations can be salty in 
the Keys, no pun intended. So here’s 

a plug for the sister properties Key 
Lantern and Blue Fin Inn. Many rooms 
come with a full kitchen, tableware 
and cooking utensils, and two queen 
beds. Well past its prime, you won’t 
find	luxury	here,	just	a	clean	room	to	
call	home	after	fishing	your	butt	off.

A Fisherman’s Mecca, not Resort 
Destination  
 I already mentioned the World 
Wide Sportsman store in Islamorada. 
It’s	 a	 fisherman’s	 paradise	 and	 a	
must-see. Although every other store 
seems to hold some gear and apparel, 
the Tackle Center of Islamorada 
appears to be the stop-off for locals 
in that area. We visited twice, and the 
workers knew their stuff. 
	 We	 fly	 fished	 for	 tarpon	 on	 a	
smaller, separate charter and came 
up empty on another day. I now 
understand why spotting these 
trophies is one thing and hooking 
one is another. But getting the photo 
beside the boat is an entirely different 
and rare experience. 
 Bud-n-Mary’s Marina was 
another	 local	 hangout	 for	 fishing	
alongside the bridge. Folks wait in 

‘Fantastic’ Fishing in Key 
Largo . . . continued

hope for the monstrous tarpon, some 
seven-foot-long, to stray from the 
docks where commercial operations 
clean	fish.	We	gave	it	a	spin-cast	to	no	
avail but ogled spectacular explosions 
from the turquoise waters.  
 Beaches are almost non-existent 
if you’re a sand lover, despite what 
anyone tells you. So how can the 
tourism media market this when you 
see ocean ten yards over one shoulder 
and freshwater across the street? 
Most of the drive down the Keys is 
that narrow. The sunsets over glass 
waters? Now they’re unbelievable. 
 We ventured to Library Beach on 
a tip and were quite surprised. Not 

Tall Timbers MarinaTall Timbers Marina

532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644
Illinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose IslandIllinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose Island

Open: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pmOpen: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pm

(309) 543-2562(309) 543-2562
(309) 241-7957(309) 241-7957

Stop by to spend the day or night…Stop by to spend the day or night…
Transient Slips Available!Transient Slips Available!

Gas available: 91 Octane, no ethanolGas available: 91 Octane, no ethanol

 Tall Timbers Marina is one of the  Tall Timbers Marina is one of the 
most unique marinas on the Illinois most unique marinas on the Illinois 

River boasting large decks and a screen River boasting large decks and a screen 
porch where you can relax and enjoy the porch where you can relax and enjoy the 

sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  
The Marina features 40 slips for boats up The Marina features 40 slips for boats up 

to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no 
ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have 

transient slips available for boats up to transient slips available for boats up to 
40’ for those just passing through.40’ for those just passing through.

Come Party on the Water!Come Party on the Water!
Enjoy 12 Craft Beers Pizza, Enjoy 12 Craft Beers Pizza, 
Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!

by the Warning Sign for American 
saltwater crocodiles, but rather the 
ten	by	fifty	yards	of	poured	sand.	The	
mangrove-laden brackish waters held 
a couple of manatees, and the highlight 
was petting them as they swam close. 
A gigantic and hardened baked potato 
is the only way I can describe the look 
and feel of these unique creatures. 
Egrets and pelicans are beautiful and 

Monster tarpon are another rage in the 
Keys. Photo: Scott Cummings

Nightly fare of Mahi and sides at Lorelei’s 
Cabana Bar. Photo: Scott Cummings



The author takes his photo in front the 
Hemmingway House in Key West
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• Keyless Entry 
• 4x4 Accessories
• Trailer Hitches 
• Tool Boxes
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regular sightings here. 
 It has been decades since I’ve 
visited Key West. Blown up with 
modern offerings, I still recognized 
much of the same historically. If 
you enjoy Ernest Hemmingway’s 
works, then a stop to his 1930’s 
estate, now museum, is another must 
for sportsmen. Inside the home, 
you’ll bear witness to his literary 
achievements and photos of famous 
friends, African safaris, and saltwater 
marlin conquests off the island coast 
extending to Cuba. Those notorious 
polydactyl cats (possessing more than 
the normal number of toes) still breed 
and roam the property. 
 You might brag you’ve made it to 
the southernmost point of the states, 
but you won’t say that about the beach 
life there either. The wash-up on the 
rocky shoreline creates a stench you 
won’t forget. If nightlife is your bent, 
you won’t be disappointed, but don’t 
bring the kids into certain portions of 
the downtown. 
	 The	 Cuban	 influence	 on	
architecture and cuisine was evident. 
We ate at El Meson De Pepe in 
Mallory Square on Wall Street. The 
street performers outside weren’t my 
thing, but a great cigar and live music 
were. In an authentic setting, we 
enjoyed some delicious dishes. 
 Figure an hour and a half drive 
from	 Islamorada	 if	 the	 traffic	 is	
cruising along. Empty police vehicles 
line the highway for appearance only 
during the heat of the day. Allow two 
hours on your way back as nighttime 
speed limits drop to 45 mph along this 
constricted travel corridor.  

Tying it Up
 Fantastic II can accommodate six 
guests;	 Hop	Along	 fits	 four	 guests.	
Rates range between $500 - $1500 
per	 day	 and	 guarantee	 fish!	 Typical	
departure times are 6:30 a.m. for 
daytime trips and 10 p.m. nighttime 
trips. Wheelchair accessible as long 
as your chair and occupant can be 
loaded and unloaded off the boat. 
Fantastic Charters will split groups 
but encourage you to book with 
family and friends for a unique 
experience. 

FANTASTIC II CHARTERS
MM100 - HOLIDAY INN DOCKS 

99701 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY
KEY LARGO, FLORIDA 33037

HOPALONG CHARTERS
MM100 - SKIPPERS DOCKSIDE

528 CARIBBEAN DR 
KEY LARGO, FLORIDA 33037

Call Ashley: 305-522-3585 
or email AFANTASTICHOPPER@

GMAIL.COM for booking and 
additional information.

Scott Cummings is an 
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freelance outdoors 

writer and 
photographer. 

National Wild Turkey 
Federation and Wildlife 

Forever named him 
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 November of 2020 found me 
sitting in a ground blind in south 
Texas.  After a couple of days of 
seeing deer just out of shooting range 
for my Xpedition crossbow I was 
getting a little impatient as buck after 
buck cruised on past,
 With many tricks up my sleeve, I 
decided on the last day it was time to 
get aggressive if I didn’t want to leave 
empty-handed.
 Loading my gear in my pack I 
headed off to the blind.  But this time 
I made sure to have my rattling antlers 
and my Hands-Free Grunter with me.  
Again, several bucks cruised just out 
of range, but none were “shooters” on 
this highly managed ranch.
 Then out of nowhere in the 
distance, a big 6-pointer the ranch 
manager wanted shot made an 
appearance about 150 yards out scent 
checking the area for does.
 I lightly touched the tips of the 
antlers to one another.  Just enough 
to pique his curiosity.  Then I turned 
my doe bleat can call over a couple 
times and blew simultaneously with 
my Hand-Free Grunter duplicating 
the sound of a tending grunt.
 This was all the buck could handle 
and he made a b-line to my location.  
Stopping at a mere 22-yards he turned 
broadside one last time.  At that very 
instant I pulled the trigger and sent my 
Carbon Express downrange.
 Immediately I could see the 
results of the arrow’s trajectory as 
bright red blood exited the deer from 
right behind the front shoulder.  After 
a few minutes, I exited the blind and 
picked up the blood trail.  60-yards 
later	 I	 turned	 the	 corner	 to	 find	 the	
buck piled up in some brush.
 I went into this hunt believing the 
deer would come to me but as hunters 
we know that isn’t always the case 

and sometimes, we must cause the 
deer to want to come to us.
 I believe that if I had not changed 
my tactics that last day, I would not 
have been able to harvest a deer.  There 
are many tactics a hunter can use to 
be aggressive rather than passive and 
none are better than coaxing a buck in 
during the rut phases through sound.
 This hunt was textbook as far as 
calling and having a buck respond 
goes but it hasn’t always been that 
way and there will still be times it 
doesn’t	 work	 as	 planned.	 	 My	 first	
experiences were not what I hoped for 
many	 years	 ago	 when	 I	 first	 started	
using calls.  I spooked deer with my 
calling, some deer ignored me and 
eventually I started seeing results.  If I 
would	have	stopped	after	my	first	few	
tries at attempting to call a buck in 
for a shot, I would have missed some 
great opportunities.  Over the years I 
have gotten better and have learnt a 
few things.  That it is not to say though 
that calling works every time because 
it doesn’t, but it sure helps. 
 Effectively calling deer is not as 
hard as you might think.  Deer are 
very curious by nature, especially the 
younger bucks.  Yearling bucks are 
quickly kicked out of their birth area 
to cut down on inter-breeding. So, 
usually the basket racked 6-pointer 
you spot is new to the area.  Just like 
a new student at a new school, he is 
looking to make friends quickly.  So, 
anything that resembles another deer 

COMMUNICATION 101
By Jason Houser

will pique his curiosity. 
 You are likely to run into a little 
more	 difficulty	 trying	 to	 coax	 a	
mature buck in with a grunt call and 
nothing else.  When a buck is actively 
searching for does during the pre-
rut and peak rut phases of the rut will 
provide the best times to call a buck 
in.  A doe bleat call often works well 
getting his attention when on the hunt 
for does to breed. 
 Deer do not like to 
be alone.  Does are often 
called in just because 
they want company.  
This is also true with 
younger bucks. 
 Not all deer will 
respond to your calling 
in the same way.  It is 
not uncommon for some 
deer to act as if they never 
even heard your call, even 
though you know that they 
had to hear it.  You will 
notice deer at very close 
distances not even raise 
their head up when you 
call and have deer several 
hundred yards come in on 
a dead run after you call.  
It all depends on what 
kind of mood they are in 
at that time. 
 On the other hand, 
some deer will high 
tail it out of the area as 
soon as you call.  This is 

especially true with smaller bucks and 
does.  This normally happens when a 
little	buck	is	afraid	of	getting	in	a	fight	
with a more mature buck, or when a 
doe is not ready to breed yet. 
 There are some differences 
between calling young bucks and 
big, old mature bucks.  Young bucks 
are quick to make decisions because 
they do not know any better.  Much 
like a young boy who is always into 
everything as a child. 
 In most instances, young bucks 
will come in straight from where they 

As hunters, sometimes we have to 
make the deer want to come to us.  
Calling is one of the best ways to 

achieve this.

Using a doe bleat from a can call 
while grunting with the Hands-Free 
Grunter is a hard combination for 

cruising bucks to pass up.
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heard you calling.  There are times 
that they do not even take the wind 
in to consideration and will come in 
with it making it impossible for them 
to smell the hunter. 
 The chances of a big buck coming 
in the same manner are not likely to 
happen.  Very seldom, if ever, will 
a buck approach from upwind of 
where the call came from.  A buck 
will always make a point to circle to 
come from downwind especially if he 
cannot see the deer who grunted.  
 What many hunters have trouble 
with is how loud to call.  It all depends 
on the situation.  High winds or heavy 
rain plays games with a deer’s hearing 
so calling needs to be a little louder so 
they can hear it and know where it is 
coming from. 
 With that being said, deer 
normally do not have a hard time 
hearing a soft call.  Some hunters 
believe the softer the call, the better.  
I play it by ear and use what I have 

heard actual bucks do when deciding 
how loud to call in that situation. 
 What many hunters don’t realize 
is that there are different buck grunts, 
and they all mean something to other 
deer that hear them.
 The last couple years have been 
using the Hands-Free Grunter from 
Bossman Outdoors.  This call can 
either be used as a hands-free call or 
in the traditional way.  However you 
decide to use the call, it can quickly 
be changed between fawn bleat, doe 
bleat, buck grunt and dominant buck 
grunt.  Basically, you have four calls 
in one depending on the situation.
 A walking grunt or contact grunt 
is not an aggressive call.  It is basically 
letting other deer know “I am here”.  
This type of grunt is often just a single 
“urp” from your grunt call.  I prefer 
this call early in the season when the 
buck is just out of shooting range.
 A tending grunt is more 
pronounced and noticeably louder 

than a walking grunt.  This type of 
grunt is made when a buck is on the 
scent of a hot doe that might only 
be minutes ahead of him.  It is the 
same sound of a walking grunt but 
done several times.  It should sound 
like “urp, urp, urp, urp, urp”.  A buck 
hearing this is likely to make his way 
over, looking for the doe in the area.  
This is a great sound for the chasing 
and seeking phases of the rut.
 Another type of grunt that can be 

extremely loud and constant is made 
when a buck is chasing a doe that he 
has in his sights and he trying to get 
her to stop so he can breed her.  If a 
hunter reproduces this sound at the 
right time, and can pull a buck in. 
 The reason I like this hand-free 
approach is that my hands are either 
on my bow or gun and at the ready.  
Sometimes you might just have a split 

The author managed to grunt this nice Texas 
management buck to within bow range.

Having your hands free to shoot is an obvious 
benefit of having a Hands-Free Grunter.
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used rattling along with doe bleats 
and buck grunts to coax the buck in 
that I mentioned in the beginning 
of the story.  As most of you know, 
rattling	 imitates	 two	 bucks	 fighting	
over a doe.  When other bucks hear 
this	 fight,	 they	 think	 it	 will	 be	 easy	
to come in and swoop the doe off 
of her feet while the other bucks are 
occupied on each other.
 Early in the season I like to just 
click the tips of the antlers together 
for a few seconds.  An aggressive 
fight	 now	 might	 spook	 other	 bucks	
off.  As the rut picks up, I get more 
aggressive with my rattling sequences 
and let them last for 15 to 30 seconds.
 Rattling works best in areas where 
the hunting pressure is low.  Also. The 
more mature bucks there are the better 

of your chances at success.  If you are 
hunting a state with a lot of yearling 
bucks and a hunter behind every other 
tree, rattling will not work as good.
 The great debate among deer 
hunters is whether to blind call or not.  
I personally do not like to blind call.  I 
want to see how a buck responds to the 
call.  His reaction will dictate how I 
continue to call or not call for that matter.
 Another reason I do not like to 
blind call is that I don’t want to be 
taken by surprise by an unsuspecting 
buck.  Let’s say that you are calling 
blind and a big ol’ buck slips in behind 
you.  You have no idea he is there, 
but he is patiently scanning the area.  
After a few minutes, you believe a 
buck isn’t coming in and you go to 
scratch your nose.  Well, that is all it 

second to shoot, and I would much 
rather not be fumbling with a call or 
making a lot of movement when a 
deer	is	in	the	area	trying	to	figure	out	
where the other deer is.
 Another reason I like this hands-
free call is that it allows me to use 
another call such as a can call or rattling 
antlers at the same time.  This gives a 
more realistic scenario to other deer.
 I use a louder doe bleat to attract 
a buck that might be in the area, then I 
switch to a grunt when I have located 
a buck worth shooting. 
 If you really want to get 
aggressive, nothing is more aggressive 
than the snort wheeze.  This call can 
be duplicated using a snort wheeze 
call or some hunters have mastered it 
using just their mouth.
 A snort wheeze is telling another 
buck	that	he	is	ready	to	fight.		A	proper	
snort wheeze sounds lie, “TIF, TIF, 
TIFFFF”.  For a better understanding 
on how this call sounds I recommend 
getting online and watching some 
videos of it.
 Last but not least is rattling.  I 

took for that buck to hightail it out of 
the area without ever offering a shot.  
Not only is he gone, but he is now 
educated to what you are doing and 
where you were.
 If you have not yet attempted to 
call a whitetail in, you are missing out 
on an exciting opportunity.  This is a 
great method to see more deer and to 
call one within range.

Communication 101 . . . cont.

A buck will always make a point to circle to come from downwind 
especially if he cannot see the deer who grunted.

Rattling antlers are effective across the 
country where the hunting pressure is low and 
there are multipole mature bucks in the area.



S&S LICENSE SERVICES&S LICENSE SERVICE

OWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIMOWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIM
519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603

CALL: 309-674-9532CALL: 309-674-9532
EMAIL: EMAIL: titlemike@gmail.comtitlemike@gmail.com

www.sandslicenseterminal.comwww.sandslicenseterminal.com

All Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and BoatsAll Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and Boats
Specializing in Boat Trailer Specializing in Boat Trailer 

and ATV’s with no Titleand ATV’s with no Title

A PLACE WHERE FAMILY AND FRIENDS COME TOGETHER 
Open Tuesday – Thursday 11am – 1am

Friday and Saturday 11am – 2am • Closed Sunday and Monday
4538 N. Prospect Ave., Peoria Heights, IL 61616

(309) 839-8097
wesullivansirishpub@gmail.com

Call or email us for reservation requests, 
to book parties and for catering information!

LOWE SS230 
Walk-thru

8955 West Dam Lane • Benton, IL
618-724-7651

RendLakeMarina.com

LOWE Stinger 175

Lowe RX 1860

GET YOUR 
BEST DEAL 
FOR 2021!

August 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  65

ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY RECEIVES $30 MILLION 
BEQUEST FROM THE HEBARD ESTATE
SPRINGFIELD, IL - The Illinois 
Audubon Society received a $30 
million bequest from the estate 
of Gilbert and Mary Hebard.   
Established in 1897, Illinois Audubon 
Society is the oldest, independent, 
member-based organization 
dedicated to conserving increasingly 
needed habitat for birds and other 
wildlife in Illinois. It has conserved 
5,548 acres and currently owns 
and manages 3,272 acres located 
throughout Illinois and has published 
articles on the environment and 
related subjects in Illinois Audubon 
magazine since 1916. The Hebard 
bequest is the largest single gift in the 
organization’s history.
 “The Hebards’ incredibly 
generous donation will advance our 
vision of an Illinois where birds, 
nature, and people all thrive in a 
sustainable way. Their gift is a vote of 
confidence	in	the	mission	and	work	of	

the society. It reinforces the powerful 
impact that nature has on people’s 
sense of well-being and desire to 
preserve that for future generations,” 
said Illinois Audubon Society Board 
President Deb Carey.
 “This is a milestone in our 
society’s continued growth and 
will cement the security of our 
organization for decades, allowing 
the society to continue to bring our 
experience, sound science, creative 
spirit, and long-term thinking to solve 
pressing and important environmental 
challenges in the state,” Carey 
continued.
 Residents and business owners 
in Knoxville, Illinois, the Hebards 
actively supported programs for 
the education and enjoyment of 
Knox County residents, including 
development of the Knox County 
Historical Museum. Their love of 
nature developed as children, and 

Mary’s former third-grade students 
fondly recalled the bird-themed 
readers used in her classroom. The 
Hebards enjoyed birding travels 
throughout the United States and 
Canada and maintained annual 
birding lists throughout most of their 
68-year marriage. They decided, 
after attending an engaging Illinois 
Audubon	 Society	 field	 trip	 in	 the	
1990s, to designate Illinois Audubon 
as	 the	 beneficiary	 in	 their	 estate	
planning.
 Gilbert Burnside ‘Gil’ Hebard 
passed away at the age of 94 in 
October 2012, and Mary Elizabeth 
‘Lib’ Hebard passed away at the age 
of 98 in September 2020.

 The funds will be used to support 
the society’s mission: “to promote 
the perpetuation and appreciation of 
native	flora	and	fauna	of	Illinois	and	
the habitats that support them.” The 
continued decline of North American 
bird populations underscores the 
urgency of conserving habitat for birds 
and other wildlife, and for supporting 
educational engagement to foster the 
next generation of conservationists.
 “We are forever grateful for the 
Hebards for the trust they placed in us 
to put this money to good conservation 
use for current and future generations 
of Illinoisans,” said Jim Herkert, 
Executive Director of the Society.
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IMAGINE . . .

 This is the voice of experience, 
now so listen, I’m now well into 
three	 figures	 on	 Deer	 and	 I	 have	
found	instant	kill	shots	are	difficult	to	
measure in degrees once the trigger 
has been pulled. Of the last 9 of 159 
only one went a measured 40 yards, 
the others succumbed to the classic 

Magnum. These will all take Deer 
cleanly and ethically at 300 yards and a 
bit beyond. However, you will engage 
far more Deer at 50 yards than you 
ever will at 300. Many other variables 
exist,	 the	first	being	 recoil.	The	308,	
30-06 and 7mm Magnum are all the 
average hunters can comfortably 
shoot accurately. You have to search 
and ask yourself if you really need a 
high-end	power	rifle.

THE CHOCOLATE 
WINCHESTER SURPRISE
By John Simeone

“Practical Shooting is the essence of 
good Hunting”
 So, what is practical shooting 
addressed to the Whitetail Deer? 
First you have to give up the idea of 
being some sort of fantasy military 
sniper trying to shoot game animals 
a mile away. If you are one of these 
Yahoos read no further. For the core 
deer hunter and I use the word Hunter, 
not Sniper or Shooter; the reality 
is 300 yards and mostly much less. 
The Whitetail Deer is a close up and 
personal kind of guy.
	 There	are	several	classifications	of	
firearms	 you	 may	 own	 and	 use	 so	
you have to know their special traits 
to exploit their useability. For the 
modern	 deer	 rifle	 you	 more	 or	 less	
split the high-end difference with the 
308, 30-06 and the 7mm Remington 

You can’t expect a finely tuned rifle to 
be accurate if you bounce it around 

unprotected on a 4-Wheeler

You will see a lot more Deer this close than 
you will at 300 yards, not a difficult target

This CZ Combination gun 12/30-06 
will do anything you ask it in the 

Louisiana Deer Woods
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Our all-new  Tree Thumper weighs 
almost exactly the same as our 
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Chocolate Winchester Surprise and 
fell right there. Shot placement is a key 
factor but there are many other points 
before you get there. I observe, take 
notes, evaluate and report back to you 
the reader.
 Of the last nine, the longest shot 
was 150 yards and the closest was 12 
steps. I saw no difference in knock 
down power with a 22 Hornet,410 
Brenneke slug, a 7.62x39 or a 30-30. 
The little buck took a step forward on 
the 150-yard shot right as the trigger 
broke causing the hit at the last rib; 
but 40 yards is not a long run. The 
CZ- 527 in 7.62x39 with Hornady 
SST bullets and you have the Russian 
version of the 30-30. Yes, that’s the 
same round as the AK-47, however in 
a	bolt	action	it’s	a	very	fine	light	Deer	
Rifle.	It	should	be	noted	that	all	these	
rifles	were	zeroed	at	50	yards	dead	on.
 With the 50 yard zero you will 
find	rifles	firing	a	bullet	from	2400	to	
2800 fps will be so close from 50 to 
100 yards it will make little difference 
with an animal with a kill zone the 
size of a dinner plate. For the ballistic 
nerds out there it’s simple to check 
this math. You go to the Winchester 

Ballistic Calculator on the net and 
compare graphically any popular 
cartridge with different zeros. It’s 
really fun even for old guys like me 
and you quickly realize the 50 yard 
zero in most cartridges gives a slight 
edge overall in trajectory as opposed 
to the dead on 100 yard zero.
 Ok, so how do you get there? Well 
first	you	have	to	properly	mount	your	
scope and bore sight it. That can be 
done by yourself or a gun technician. 
But	 remember	 you	have	 to	fine	 tune	
your	 rifle	 yourself	 for	 perfection	 at	

 It’s better to use a Laser Bore Sighter on 
a closed action rifle as you can’t remove 
the Bolt and look down the barrel, you 
don’t want to waste ammo guessing

A Wheeler Scope Mounting Kit, it has 
everything you need

Bushnell Laser Bore Sighter, it works for me

your own skill level from a proper 
bench rest. Then you’re almost ready.

 

 Mounting a scope is pretty easy for 
the experienced but can be confusing 
for the untrained. It comes down to 
following directions, while good 
Youtube videos are available. Larry 
Potterfield	of	Midway	seems	to	have	
the best one.There are two methods 
that both work. The old Eyeball 
method, and the Scope leveling kit 

including a Laser Bore Sighting 
device. Again, there are variables 
that you have to contend with so be 
prepared to read your directions or go 
on a forum and ask an expert.
 Common mistakes are not getting 
the bases locktighted, and not getting 
the crosshairs straight up and down. 
With the mounting kit you get iron 
bars with points that line up the scope 
rings that gets the scope on straight. 
Leveling the crosshairs can be tricky 
because sometimes if done by eyeball 
the sight is canted. You don’t want that 
as it can throw the bullet off target at 
a longer range. A three leveling device 
makes the crosshairs perfect. Lapping 
the rings makes better contact during 
installation but you can only do it with 
a lapping bar and grit compound that 
you get in the kit. I sometimes use 
thin smooth electric tape in a thin 
one	time	wrap	around	the	scope	flush	
with the rings to remain unseen. 
That technique works well for me, 
so the scope won’t slip under recoil. 
When tightening down the rings you 
want to use a torque screwdriver set 
for about 20 pounds. Any more torque 
on the rings and the scope can be 
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damaged internally.
 Let’s say you have succeeded in 
Laser Bore Sighting or by looking 
down the barrel old style, they 
both work if you’re good at it. Now 
you	 have	 to	 fine	 tune	 at	 the	 range	
recommending the 50 yard zero. The 
first	thing	out	of	the	mouth	of	a	lot	of	
hunters	is,	“Can	you	sight	in	my	rifle	
for me?” Absolutely not. What bore 
sighting does is get you on paper, 
now you have to do the rest yourself 
with your own shooting skill, or lack 
thereof. Something they don’t tell 
you	is	after	you	fine	tune	you	should	
check your laser bore sighter on a 
grid	target.	Each	rifle	will	be	slightly	
different	as	all	rifle	chambers	are	like	
a	 fingerprint.	 If	 the	 sight	 is	 knocked	
off you can resight with no rounds 
fired	 by	 rechecking	 your	 laser	 bore	
sight picture, as this never changes.

 This brings a story of pure luck 
to mind, as luck favors the prepared 
mind. You never want to switch ammo 
brands or bullet weights or reloading 
components once accuracy has been 
attained for hunting. I have seen this 
mistake done to throw the zero off 
6 inches. So as an experiment in my 
secret lab, the Mad Scientist in me 
had to check the new kinds of bullets 
from Lehigh Defense LLC. I loaded 
up 3, 45-70 rounds with 300, 305 and 
325 grain bullets of different designs, 
all with the same powder charge. Low 
and behold they all went in the same 
group dead center. My Henry Lever 
action and Single shot 45-70s are 
plain amazing. When you have things 
done right luck is only a small variant.
 Now after all this is done for the 
customer with all the fancy equipment 
that isn’t cheap. Sure, enough the 
hunter	will	put	the	rifle	on	the	exposed	
rack of a 4-Wheeler and bang the scope 

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS • PISTOLS  

HICKS TRADING STATION
Southern Illinois’ Largest Gun Shop

Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose 
your next gun from over 2000 Guns In Stock! 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274

(618) 357-2583
 hicksforguns@gmail.com • www.HicksforGuns.com

11/17/24- IL

COLOR

 Your Waterfront  
is OUR Business 

• Large Docks
• Small Docks
• Large shoreline solutions
• Small shoreline solutions
• Large dredging projects
• Small silt removal projects

We are prepared for any size  
waterfront solution you may need.

877-875-2463 Office • 309-678-2303 Mobile • Illinois City, IL 
Website: superiorseawalls.com • Email: dharper@superiorseawalls.com

Providing Dredging, Sea Walls,  
Shoreline Solutions, Silt Removal, Riprap,  

Docks, Barge service or any other  
small to large waterfront work.

Hydraulic dredging 

long reacH dredging 

erosion control 

Barge dredging 

small to large dredging

Booking for 2018 • Fully insured • 16 years experience • We complete all permits

Let our experienced staff  
customize a dredge plan for you!

The Chocolate Winchester 
Surprise . . . continued

out of alignment hot rodding through 
the countryside in hot pursuit of 
Bambi. Then they return and blame 
everything on the gun tech. You have 
to	 realize	 a	 fine-tuned	 rifle	 is	 like	 a	
fine-tuned	 musical	 instrument,	 and	
you have to learn to take care of it.
 There is little doubt I love Henry 

Repeating Arms, that’s easy to do 
with	 your	 first	 one,	 which	 won’t	 be	
the last. Ammo once again is hard 
to come by so you need to conserve 
your	hunting	stock	while	fighting	the	
urge to hoard ammo. I’m sure there 
are still individuals that have a garage 
full of Charmin, hoarding after the 
Toilet Paper Apocalypse. I see people 
at the range shooting hundreds of 
rounds while never increasing their 
accuracy potential. The goal is to hit 
consistently, progressively smaller 
targets, not just hear the gun go bang 
and blow up a fruit stand. With that 
idea you might start with a Watermelon 
and work down to Grapes.
 What about straight case and 
Cowboy cartridges? These are 
generally	 the	 short-range	 rifle	
calibers for shots no more than 200 
yards. That is the real White tail Deer 

engagement range and why the 30-
30 is still popular. That can range 
from a 25-20 to a 45-70, this is where 
the 50 yard zero is most useful as 
looping trajectory limits most of these 
cartridge types. Recently we had the 
350 Legend and the 450 SOCOM 
added to the Henry line of Single Shot 
rifles.	That	was	a	good	idea	as	in	some	
state’s cartridge length is a legal factor 
while	in	Louisiana	our	primitive	rifle	
season includes 35 caliber single shot 
rifles	 with	 exposed	 hammers.	 The	
Henrys cover everything.
 What about getting the close in 
shot? I suppose I have mastered this 
concept taking on the technique of 
bowhunters but hunting with a gun. 
I don’t enjoy sitting in a heated box 
stand being more inclined to expose 
myself to the elements in a climbing 
tree stand. This works anywhere 

Three types of Lehigh bullets from the 
Henry 45-70 in the same group

Learn a two-point contact bench rest 
technique, not a Lead Sled, 
for real accurate shooting.

This scope was not mounted properly and 
cants to the left. Everything has to be level
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WE DELIVER!

there are deer woods and trails, and 
it gives you a chance to scout an area 
spending more time outdoors.
      With me of course I can load up 
with a 308, 30-06 or 7mm Magnum 
and go modern. I do get nostalgic a 
lot and opt for the 30-30 or the 45-70 

There is an endless choice of 
Deer Rifle calibers, you need to be 

somewhere in the middle.
There is nothing I like better than an 

“Attaboy” from Anthony Imperato. This is 
the final product of proper zeroing. A Henry 
All Weather 30-30 rifle, a Lehigh prototype 

140 grain-controlled chaos bullet, and a 
Vortex Crossfire II scope. This 50-yard 

cold barrel playing card split inspired the 
Underwood factory 30-30 load.

A pair of geese was photographed over a wetland on the 
Bleich Farm in rural Ford County. Photo by Jason Bleich.

If you do it right no Buck can escape 
the Chocolate Winchester Surprise. 
Pass it on.
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BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
bryan.camper@gmail.com

www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

A PRIMER ON HUNTING WITH DOGS
By Jake Hall

man has lost sight of the concern for 
survival, and forgotten historic hunting 
skills and traditions, an ancient hunter’s 
life depended on his hunting success.
 For millennia, men have relied 
upon dogs to hunt for food, shelter, 
and clothing. Around 9,000 years 
ago, during the domestication of 
livestock, the dog’s role shifted from 
that of strictly hunting, to herding and 
protecting, beginning man’s venture of 
selectively	breeding	his	best	friend	to	fit	
specific	working	needs.	Since	that	time,	
the dog has always had a purpose. Over 
time, as fast-developing agriculture 
and industrialization diminished man’s 
focus on the harvesting of wild game 

for survival, reliance on the hunting dog 
also waned. Hunting became a pastime, 
often kept as merely a familial tradition, 
and substantially fewer dogs were used 
as working animals.
 As important as man’s role as 
provider is to his family and his own 
well-being, a deeper understanding 
and connection to nature is crucial 
to his development and success as a 
hunter. Fostering relationships between 
man and beast can enlighten every 
hunter to his place in the circle of life 
and	 the	 significance	 of	 harvesting	
a living creature. Working dogs are 
not for everyone, and may not be for 
every hunter, but there are few things 
more gratifying to an outdoorsman as 
developing a channel of communication 
with an animal and experiencing it 
enjoy	and	strive	to	fulfill	your	needs.

 Hunting season is nigh upon us, and 
you may be thinking about getting a dog 
to aid in your pursuits. Dogs have a long 
history of playing the role of partner to 
the avid outdoorsman, so today I’d like 
to give you a primer on how to start 
hunting with dogs.
 There is no doubt about the single 
most important animal to aid man in his 
pursuit of food: Canis familiaris (the 
domestic dog). Although some horse 
lovers out there may think our equine 
companions have assisted mankind for 
longer, the origin of the hunting dog 
dates back some 20,000 years, while the 
domestication of the horse did not occur 
until around 4,000 BCE. While modern 

BREEDS AND METHODS
 Excluding the guardian and 
herding breeds, hunting dogs are 
separated into three main categories: 
hounds, gun dogs, and terriers. 
Although many terrier breeds have 
been made into house pets, there are 
still some being bred as working dogs. 
There are several uses for these terrier 
breeds such as varmint hunting and 
blood tracking larger, wounded game, 
but many of these types of hunting 
have fallen out of favor in the US. 
Therefore, we will focus on the more 
widely available and legal hunting 
methods using gun dogs and hounds. It 
is important to understand what makes 
these groups different, but in order to 
do	so	it	is	first	necessary	to	understand	
wild game. The long and short of it is, 
in general, there are two types of game: 
those that run, and those that hide. 
Hounds are used to pursue running 
game and gun dogs are used to locate 
camouflaged,	hiding	game.

GUN DOG TRAININGGUN DOG TRAINING
Specialize in all Pointing Breeds

Let 40 Years Experience Work for You! 
Employing Patient, Positive Methods ...

Insuring A Happy 
Dog that Loves 
What it Does!

EXCELLENT TRAINING GROUNDS, FACILITIES
& CARE FOR YOUR DOG SECOND TO NONE!

Competitive Rates . . . Call for Reservations & Directions

618-599-4789
Gerry MacKenzie • McLeansboro, Illinois

BERNADOTTE CAFE & BARBERNADOTTE CAFE & BAR

309-753-1910309-753-1910

FULL BAR * ALCOHOL NOW AVAILABLE
Bar and Food with outdoor seating on the Spoon River

Large Menu * NO Breakfast  * Sandwiches * Soups * Salads
Unique Dinner Items Such as Buffalo, Frog Legs and Turtle

Indoor & Outdoor Seating
Parties Welcome * Catering Available

(ask for brochure)
Open Most Holidays. Make Your Reservations!

Open Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00am – 8:30pm • Sunday: 11:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday • Bar open same days with extended hours

6500 E. Tarters Ferry Lane * Ipava, IL 61441
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SCENT HOUNDS

	 The	 scent	 hound	 group	 is	 defined	
by its scenting ability and loud voice. 
Most breeds in this group have loud 
booming voices which they readily 
use while following a scent. Although 
this can be a nuisance in settled areas, 
such as condensed neighborhoods or 
apartments, it is a highly valuable trait 
for the hunter wishing to follow a dog 
during a hunt, even when the dog is out 
of sight. Endurance is key in order to 
stick to a track and follow it over long 
distances and rough terrain.
 All of these breeds are similar in their 
pursuit	of	game	but	some	are	specifically	
bred to pressure an animal that seeks 
refuge in a tree, in which case the dog 
will remain at the base of the tree until 
the hunter arrives. These “tree hounds” 
are	incredibly	efficient	at	keeping	game	
in a tree for the hunter to observe before 
harvesting. This can be an important 
asset when trying to discern the gender 
or legality of larger game. Squirrels, 
raccoons, bobcat, mountain lions, and 
bears are common game sought with tree 
hounds (such as Curs and Coonhounds). 
Other non-treeing game such as rabbits, 
foxes, coyotes, wild boar, and deer can 
be pursued with both tree hounds and 
running hounds (more information on 
breeds below).

GUN DOGS

 Gun dogs are those breeds 
best suited for hunting upland and 

wetland game — primarily birds and 
occasionally furred game such as 
rabbits. This group is further separated 
into three subgroups known as: 
pointers,	flushers,	and	 retrievers.	Now,	
hundreds of books have been written on 
the different gun dog breeds and their 
hunting methods, but the basic purpose 
is consistent amongst them all: to locate 
game within shooting distance of the 
hunter and then to retrieve the downed 
game. Unlike hounds that follow the 
foot scent left by running animals, these 
breeds	 excel	 at	 locating	 camouflaged	
birds by detecting scent in the air. This 
group hunts in a more patterned way 
to locate these hidden animals in much 
closer range to the hunter. Gun dogs are 
a great choice for those wishing to own 
a versatile hunting dog that can locate 
multiple species of birds and retrieve 
them directly to the hunter.

CHOOSING A BREED        
 The number one priority when 
choosing a hunting dog is deciding on 
the desired game. If pheasant or quail 
sound tastier than rabbit or squirrel, 
then right away a hunter can focus on 
the gun dog group instead of the hounds. 
The end goal is to put food on the table, 
and it is the hunter’s responsibility to 
only harvest game he intends to utilize. 
It would be counterproductive to take 
a Coonhound that was bred to pursue 
game for miles while barking and try 
to get it to silently locate birds within 
shotgun range. All dogs can be trained 
to be obedient in certain actions, but 
just as we have deeply rooted instincts 
in our manhood, so do animals in their 
approach to hunting. So, it is imperative 
to narrow down your desired game 
before	 refining	your	breed	selection	 to	
a particular group.
 Secondly, the desired hunting 
method will further narrow your breed 
selection to a subgroup. For upland 
hunting would you prefer a gun dog to 
locate birds and immediately force it to 
fly,	 or	would	 you	 prefer	 him	 to	 locate	
the bird and wait for you to arrive and 
flush	it?	Spaniels	excel	at	staying	close	
to	 the	 hunter	 and	 flushing	 birds	 for	
immediate shooting. Pointers will range 
out further to locate game and stand 
still, “pointing” at game for the hunter 
to	flush	and	shoot.	For	hounds	you	may	
prefer the dog to bark throughout the 
entire pursuit of your game, or you may 
prefer him to remain silent and only bark 

Continued on page 84

Crockett, a Mountain Cur, treeing a 
squirrel on a hunt in Mississippi.

Two German Shorthaired Pointers 
locating pheasants and performing their 

signature “point.”
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	 August	fishing	here	on	Norfork	Lake	
means lots of stripers and fast action. The 
stripers are feeding heavy on shad and 
crawdads	on	the	flats	usually	right	on	the	
bottom.	When	you	find	a	school,	you	can	
expect multiple poles to get hit. The best 
baits	are	shad	both	threadfin	and	gizzard	
shad for live bait, spoons for jigging 
and for trolling, swim baits. Trolling is 
effective if the stripers are suspended in 
open water which is usually the case. Try 
trolling very early or late in the day to 
produce	fish.	Troll	the	channels	closest	to	
the dam varying your baits from 35 to 80’. 
Jigging spoons can be effective if you can 
find	the	fish	on	the	bottom	feeding.	Jigging	
in	 open	 water	 is	 hard	 since	 the	 fish	 are	
always	on	 the	move.	 If	 you	find	bottom	
fish,	 let	 your	 spoon	 hit	 the	 bottom	 then	
yank it up a couple of feet and let it free fall 
they will usually hit the spoon on the fall. 

Sometimes the stripers are very sluggish, 
so a small movement of the spoon yields 
better	results.	Live	bait	fishing	with	shad	
is	the	most	productive	method	of	fishing.	
Both shad and crawdads are the striper’s 
main food source and provide the most 
protein. Our typical setup is a downline: 3 
or 4 oz sinkers with a 15 lb leader with an 
Owner hook, the hook size varies based 
on	 the	 size	of	 the	bait.	 If	we	are	fishing	
the bottom, we slowly put the bait on 
the bottom then bring it up about 1’ and 
move	very	slowly	following	the	fish.	We	
sometimes will keep one bait higher up in 
the water column for the roaming striper 
or school passing bye. 
	 Striper	 fishing	 in	 the	 late	 afternoon	
on a full moon can be very effective. We 
usually	go	out	at	5pm	and	fish	until	dark	
or if we get our limit before that. The 
full moon gets the stripers very active 

and	will	spark	an	awesome	bite.	We	fish	
flats	 and	 long	 points	 near	 the	 dam.	The	
water	depths	we	fish	usually	 range	 from	
50 to 75’ and have our baits set right off 
the bottom. Just like deer hunting the last 
45 minutes of light can produce fantastic 
activity. Live bait is the most effective 
bait to catch your limit.
	 Points	 with	 long	 flats	 and	 river	
channels are the most effective places to 
find	and	catch	stripers.	The	stripers	 feed	
early shallow then move out to deeper 
water when the sun comes up. Some of the 
best points are Thumb, Point 1, Hudson, 
Koso, Shoal Creek, and Dam Cove.   One 
or	more	of	 these	points	will	hold	fish	 in	
August	 once	 you	 find	 the	 fish	 they	will	
usually be there for a long period of time. 

 The bass will be in their summer 
pattern, early morning top water then 
jigs, worms and spinner baits are your 
best	baits.	There	is	also	great	night	fishing	
throwing jigs, worms, and black or red 
3/8	oz	spinner	baits.	You	can	catch	fish	all	
over the main lake and creeks. 
 The walleye can be caught on 
nightcrawlers using bottom bouncers. We 
have high water again this year so you 
will	be	fishing	the	original	shoreline	that’s	
underwater. The shoreline will be 18 to 22’.

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

NORFORK LAKE IN AUGUST

Tom & Sean Reynolds have fished 
Lake Norfork and they guide out of 

Tracy Ferry Marina; you can reach him 
at www.stroutfitters.com, 

870-421-1541 or on Facebook.
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HICKS 
TRADING 
STATION

Southern Illinois’ 
Largest Gun Shop

• RIFLES • 
• SHOTGUNS • 

• PISTOLS •

4952 State Rt. 13
Pinckneyville, IL

618-357-2583
Open 7 Days!

hicksforguns@gmail.com
www.hicksforguns.com

STOP THE BITING GNATS 
& MOSQUITOES!

VBS, Inc.
VanillaBugSpray.com

309.346.1044

You can find 
Vanilla Bug Spray at 
these fine dealers:
Big Reds Bait, Springfield

Pekin Bass Bow, Pekin
EB Lumber, Princeville
Ace Hardware, Havana

Manito Hardware, Manito

Visit our website
www.vanillabugspray.com 

to find a retail location near you

TOURNAMENTS ARE 
LEARNING TOOLS

SHADOWS
ON THE WATER & IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow • davidsha@consolidated.net

 As I pondered a question 
posed by a local angler recently, 
I realized that I knew the answer 
but	 couldn’t	find	a	way	 to	 convey	
that information back to him in a 
constructive way.  His question 
was two-fold. First; why would 
anyone	 want	 to	 fish	 tournaments?	
--- Secondly; why should he even 
consider such a thing? In an attempt 
to answer that question and a few 
more, I offer the following thoughts. 
 Fishing tournaments are 
events that have grown rapidly 
in popularity and numbers in the 
past few years and for many very 
different reasons. I remember some 
of	the	first	events	that	I	fished,	all	
of which consisted of neighbors 
and local area anglers. Few of us 
had equipment that was reliable 
including our boats, motors and 
pulling vehicles. By gathering 
together at a selected time and 
place we could venture to a lake 
that was bit more distant in relative 
safety. It seemed like there was 
always a truck or boating problem 
that needed dealt with and the 
whole group would pitch in to help 
out. In this way someone wasn’t 
left beside the road or stranded in 
mid-lake.		This	was	one	of	the	first	
reasons	 to	 organize	 as	 a	 fishing	
club and hold scheduled events. 
There are many more. 
 There is always the “compete 
to win” drive among most any 
sport enthusiasts and money plays 
a small part in that effect. With 
most anglers it is just a way to 
keep score. They would participate 

just the same using toothpicks. 
Competition is one of the driving 
forces however, that causes us 
to try harder and become more 
adept at whatever we do. For some 
angler’s	 tournament	 fishing	 may	
be a way to win money. For some it 
is a way to learn from their fellow 
anglers and meet new sportsmen. 
For some it is a relaxing day on the 
water after a hard week at work 
and	catching	fish	has	very	little	to	
do with their measure of success.
 Who are the winners in 
tournament	 fishing?	 Properly	
managed, all participants are real 
winners. Some will win money, 
prizes and notoriety very soon. 
Others will enjoy the event and 
learn from many and varying 
experiences. Consider, if you 
will, that few would embark on a 
new vocation or activity without 
having	some	education	in	the	field.	

However, many think that just 
dropping some bait in the water 
is	 all	 that’s	 involved	 in	 fishing.	
Consider	also	 that	90%	of	 the	fish	
live in 10% of the water but less than 
10%	 of	 the	 fishermen	 are	 fishing	
there. Some additional knowledge 
gained through the association with 
knowledgeable anglers will help 
you	to	find	that	10%.	

 When it really comes right 
down to the bottom line, most of 
us want to stand in the winner’s 
circle	or	at	least	finish	prominently	
once in a while. We would also 
enjoy some monetary gain from 
the experience. Most locales have 
organized club tournaments or 
scheduled “lake events” that are 
pretty	inexpensive	to	fish.	Many	of	
the larger organizations had pro-
am events where you are mated 
with another angler for the day 
and the entry fee is probably less 
than what you would pay to hire 
a guide for that same day. It’s a 
cheap way to get some education 
and experience at a smaller cost.  
Try it, you might like it.  
 Its Faith, Family, and Fishin
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RARE SQUIRREL FINDS OLD 
RAILROAD CORRIDORS TO 
ITS LIKING
 Illinois residents see plenty of 
squirrels, from the gray squirrels that 
seem	to	be	in	nearly	every	tree-filled	
yard to the thirteen-lined ground 
squirrel that runs around on golf 
courses, lawns and mowed cemeteries.
But there’s one squirrel that’s not so 
plentiful	nor	as	easy	to	find.
 It’s the state-threatened Franklin’s 
ground squirrel (Poliocitellus 
franklinii), what Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
Endangered Species Program 
Manager	 Joe	 Kath	 calls	 “a	 flagship	
species of the tallgrass prairie.”
 It looks like a gray squirrel, but has 
shorter ears, a smaller body and less 
bushy tail. It’s much larger than the 
abundant thirteen-lined ground squirrel, 
and lacks markings on its body. 
 “As with a lot of other imperiled 
species, habitat loss and fragmentation 
contributed to the overall decline 
and demise of the Franklins’ within 
Illinois, especially within the Grand 
Prairie Natural Division,” Kath said.
 “I’m sure during pre-development, 
there were probably hundreds of 
thousands across the landscape,” Kath 
said. “They were nearly as abundant 
as thirteen-lined ground squirrels.”
 “Thirteen-lined ground squirrels 
can essentially make their burrows 
anywhere,” Kath said. But the Franklin’s 
squirrel has more special requirements. 
It needs less disturbed areas with taller 
vegetation to create its burrows, where 
it raises young as well as hibernates in 
winter. The squirrel was placed on the 
state threatened list in 2004.
 Researchers are discovering that 
Franklin’s squirrels have taken a 

liking to abandoned railroad corridors. 
“Railroad embankments can be 
especially important because they 
are elevated and often have relatively 
undisturbed vegetation,” wrote Joyce 
E. Hoffman in “Field Manual of 
Illinois Mammals.” The elevation 
above the surrounding terrain keeps 
their burrows dry, according to 
Hoffman. Research is showing that 
the Franklin’s ground squirrel prefers 
living in transitional areas between 
forests and open grasslands.
 Likely the largest colony of 
Franklin’s ground squirrels found is 
along an abandoned railroad corridor, 
now the Sangamon Valley Trail on the 
west	side	of	Springfield.
 When the former railroad corridor 
was slated to be converted into a 
biking and hiking trail, Chris Young 
studied the effects, writing a master’s 
thesis on his research to earn his 
degree at the University of Illinois at 
Springfield	(UIS).
 While the squirrel survived the 
construction phase and continues 
to use the study area, “additional 
monitoring and management will 
be needed to keep the habitat from 
degrading,” wrote Young, who now 
works	 as	 Director	 of	 the	 Office	
of Resource Conservation for the 
IDNR. His research helped create 
a brochure with suggestions on 
limiting mowing to maintain higher 
vegetation and to plant grassland 
species near the trail.
 His adviser, Dr. Tih-Fen Ting, 
an environmental scientist at UIS 
who continues to study the squirrel, 
noted in 2017 that two Franklin’s 

ground squirrels were hit by bicyclists 
along the Sangamon Valley Trail. 
She worked with the IDNR and 
other entities to erect ground squirrel 
crossing signs to alert bicyclists to be 
more careful. 
 “We’re educating people to watch 
for the squirrels as they move from 
burrow to burrow,” Kath said, adding 
that people are starting to get excited 
when they see the squirrels and 
consider the species a special part of 
their neighborhood.
 The IDNR also is collaborating 
with UIS to survey old railroad 
corridors statewide for signs of the 
Franklin’s ground squirrel.
 “We’re sending researchers out 
to these locations where the habitat 
model indicates Franklin’s ground 
squirrels could exist but they have not 
been documented,” Kath said.
 Research also involves putting 
radio transmitters on some of the 
animals to see how far they have 
moved.
 “We have had at least one animal 
that has moved several miles,” Kath 
said. “It’s likely these are males 
dispersing to try to establish other 
colonies.” The sad thing is, they often 
don’t	 find	 squirrels	 with	 which	 to	
mate, he said. “It’s hard to establish 
new populations naturally.”
 The Franklin’s ground squirrel 
hibernates in its underground burrow 
from about late August to early April. 
When the males emerge, they mate 
with females who then give birth 
about 26 days later to a typical litter of 
seven or eight young. Young remain 
in the burrow to be cared for by their 
mother and by mid-July they venture 
out to check what’s above the burrow. 

They eat vegetation, berries, insects, 
eggs and carrion, and give a whistling 
call when alarmed.
 “The Franklin’s still has a very long 
way to go before we would consider 
the species is recovered,” Kath said.
 With education and continued 
research, there is hope that the species 
can survive in the state.
Looking for learn more about 
Franklin’s ground squirrels? Check 
out these resources!
 Sheryl DeVore writes environment 
and nature pieces for regional and 
national publications and has had 
several books published, including 
“Birds of Illinois” co-authored with 
her husband, Steven D. Bailey.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).

By Sheryl DeVore

Photo courtesy of IDNR
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or I am at that breaking point of feeling 
as if I have tried everything, I have a 
supportive wife who says, “tomorrow 
babe, keep trying, don’t give up, you 
are	 the	 persistent	 and	 confident	 one,	
you got this.” None of my career or 
persistence would be where it is without 
the support of my beautiful bride.  It is 
her birthday this month and I’d like to 
wish her a happy birthday and let her 
know she means the world to me!  
 Positive note: Vacation was a blast, 
we made memories with our kiddos 
and friends, we ate some good food, we 
fished,	hiked,	shopped	and	overall	had	a	
fantastic time in Wisconsin.  I decided to 
switch it up when on vacation.  I don’t 
bass	fish	around	here	ever	unless	a	friend	
needs	 help	 prefishing	 for	 a	 tourney	 or	
something.		Bass	fishing	is	just	not	what	
I am passionate about.  Do I know how 
and where to catch them? Sure thing, but 
I decided on vacation that I was going 
to	bass	fish.		I	had	to	go	buy	a	bass	rod,	
and baits.  I caught so many bass on 
vacation	 from	 top	water	 frog	fishing	 to	
Texas	rigging	crawfish	baits.	Side	note	-	
pit boss power bait craw was the ticket 

in 10 foot of water up north.  I always 
fish	 for	 crappie	 or	 white	 and	 yellow	
bass so I decided it would be fun to go 
for	something	I	never	do!		Bass	fishing	
it was.  I cannot wait until our next 
vacation to the north woods.  
 Long story short, my friends, if 
fishing	was	easy	everyone	would	do	it!		
Do I consider myself the best? Not even 
a chance but I strive to better myself 
every day. The easy days are better than 
the hard days or weeks, but learning 
something new, actually having to grind 
it	out	and	learn	how	to	catch	fish	when	
nothing else you are used to is working 
is what makes it fun.  My job is never 
the same.  I have the same variables: 
drive	 to	 lake,	 launch	 boat,	 catch	 fish,	
clean	fish,	please	customers…but	what	
you don’t see is the true greatness of it.  

The learning something new, learning 
new spots, learning from other anglers 
who are your lifelong friends out there, 
deciding to use your electronics and 
trolling motor to its fullest potential. The 
humbling of what Mother Nature brings 
to	your	office,	day	in	and	day	out.		My	
day to day may look the same but it’s 
always different in one way or another 
and even on the hard days I wouldn’t 
trade it for a button up shirt and a tie 
sitting in a cubical!  Guiding is what I 

plan to do for a long time, continuing 
to write articles, promote my sponsors, 
make	 your	 fishing	 adventures	 into	
memories and have fun while doing it!  
Hard days are far and few between, but 
they are needed to keep us humble and 
on	fire	for	our	passions!		“What’s	a	hill	
to a mountain climber?”  Chase your 
dreams, fuel your passions, outdoors or 
not, with persistence and humility and 
always be kind. Tight lines!

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com

SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS
BOATING ACCESSORIES

BAIT & TACKLE
BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

Fishing Central Illinois with 
Reag’s Guide Service . . . cont.
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www.ranchosafari.com

To view more of Rancho Safari’s 
products, visit our website.

MENTION THIS AD FOR YOUR 
FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!

• jerry@ranchosafari.com •

USA MADE

EMAIL FOR CATALOG

Catquiver Mini
Smallest of the 9 Catquiver 
models, Mini to VII.5.

Shaggie Ghilli
LCBUJ Bowhunter Long Coat. 
Comes with face mask and 
boonie hood. Available in  
4 Season Jeriflage, Spring,  
Fall and Snow models.

02
03

20

B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available
1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350

Call: 815.433.0432
Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com

Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

NWTF AND MOSSY OAK TO CONTINUE 
PARTNERSHIP WITH ADDED FOCUS ON 
FUNDING WILD TURKEY RESEARCH

EDGEFIELD, S.C. - Mossy Oak recently renewed 
its support of the National Wild Turkey Federation, 
signing	a	five-year	agreement	to	continue	as	official	
camouflage	of	the	NWTF,	official	convention	sponsor	
and facilitate mission related activities to conserve the 
wild turkey and preserve our hunting heritage.  
 “We are pleased to continue our strong partnership 
with Mossy Oak,” NWTF Becky Humphries said. 
“Mossy Oak is equally dedicated to the conservation 
of the wild turkey and the preservation of our hunting 
heritage, and together we can move mountains.”
 New to the agreement is Mossy Oak’s recent 
pledge	 of	 $375,000	 over	 five	 years	 to	 support	
NWTF’s wild turkey research projects and initiatives 
throughout the country. 
 “The NWTF will work with conservation 
agencies, non-governmental organizations, and 
universities to develop, review, direct and ultimately 
invest in wild turkey research to further the 
conservation of the wild turkey,” said NWTF Director 
of	 Conservation	 Services	 Mark	 Hatfield.	 “Mossy	
Oak’s support will maximize our ability to match 
funds with other entities to expand projects. Research 
is foundational to the NWTF, and we appreciate 
Mossy Oak’s investment in this important portion of 
our mission.”
	 Mossy	Oak	 has	 been	 the	 exclusive	 camouflage	
partner of the NWTF since 2016, with its Obsession 
pattern	 being	 the	 official	 camouflage	of	 the	NWTF.	
All goods sold with a Mossy Oak Obsession include 
an NWTF logo in the pattern.
	 As	 official	 convention	 sponsor,	 Mossy	 Oak	
supports numerous aspects—convention meetings 
and events, the sport show or exhibit hall, family 
adventure village, Waterin’ Hole and more—of 
the NWTF’s annual gathering celebrating a year of 
conservation successes.
 Mossy Oak will continue to sponsor the annual 
$10,000 NWTF National Dr. James Earl Kennamer 
Academic Scholarship recognizing an NWTF JAKES 
member, who is currently a senior high school student, 
for his or her outstanding academic achievement, 
community involvement and leaderships roles. In 
addition, Mossy Oak will continue its support for the 
Mossy Oak Conservation Leader Award providing 
$5,000	for	an	 internship	 in	 the	field	of	conservation	
and wildlife to a student leader enrolled in college 
with a career interest in forestry, wildlife, natural 
resources or education.
 “Having	 just	 finished	 another	 awesome	 turkey	
hunting season, I’m reminded of not only Mossy 
Oak’s history that started with a desire to hide from 
turkeys but also of the works of many great people and 
organizations that have made chasing the wild turkey 
possible through the years,” said Toxey Haas, founder 

and CEO of Mossy Oak. “NWTF is top of mind in 
those efforts. Our continued partnership with NWTF 
is	first	and	foremost	about	conservation	and	caring	for	
the birds we love so much, but it’s also been mutually 
beneficial	for	the	growth	of	turkey	hunting	and	product	
offerings to aid that pursuit. We’re honored to continue 
being	the	official	camo	of	NWTF.”
 About the National Wild Turkey Federation: 
When the National Wild Turkey Federation was 
founded in 1973, there were about 1.3 million wild 
turkeys in North America. After decades of work, that 
number hit a historic high of almost 7 million turkeys. 
To succeed, the NWTF stood behind science-based 
conservation and hunters’ rights. Today, the NWTF 
is focused on the future of hunting and conservation 
through its Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. initiative. 
Since 2012, this 10-year initiative has already eclipsed 
goals of conserving or enhancing more than 4 million 
acres of essential wildlife habitat, recruiting or 
retaining more than 1.5 million hunters and opening 
access to more than 500,000 acres for hunting and 
other recreation opportunities. This critical work 
will continue to impact wildlife habitat and our great 
outdoors	in	the	final	years	of	the	initiative.
 About Mossy Oak: Established in 1986, Haas 
Outdoors Inc. is headquartered in West Point, Miss., 
and is home of Mossy Oak. For more than 30 years, 
Mossy Oak has been a leading outdoor lifestyle 
brand specializing in developing and marketing 
modern	 camouflage	 designs	 for	 hunters	 and	
outdoors enthusiasts. The Mossy 
Oak Brand and patterns can be 
found on a multitude of products 
worldwide. Haas Outdoors Inc. 
is the parent company of Mossy 
Oak, BioLogic, CAPTURE 
Productions, MOOSE Media, 
Nativ Nurseries, Nativ Living, 
GameKeepers, GameKeepers 
Kennels, Mossy Oak Properties 
and Mossy Oak G.O. Mossy Oak 
is	 the	 official	 camouflage	 of	 the	
National Wild Turkey Federation, 
Ducks Unlimited, and Mack’s 
Prairie	 Wings	 and	 the	 official	
pattern of the N.R.A, B.A.S.S, 
M.L.F. and Bass Pro’s Collegiate 
Bass Fishing Series.
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Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911
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These Blinds & our Cabin 
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input from hunters like you. 
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more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLCHUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

CONTINUE TRAINING By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 As an NRA Instructor and 
Training Counselor, as well as an 
Illinois Concealed Carry Instructor, 
I recommend that students continue 
their	training	in	firearms.		After	making	
this recommendation in classes or in 
conversation I am usually approached 
by at least one student who says, “Well 
I cannot do continued training because 
of (insert disability here).”  No matter 
how many times I hear this, it still 
saddens me that people feel limited 
in their training and range time due 
to a health condition or disability. The 
student can still do continued training.
 At a recent range shoot I attended; 
I	had	a	rifle	that	I	needed	to	sight	in.	I	
wanted	to	shoot	at	the	rifle	at	the	event	
and added new optic.  Others at the 
shoot	needed	to	sight	in	their	rifles	at	
well. Many people lay in the prone 
position on the ground to sight in their 
rifles.	 	At	 this	shoot	 they	were	being	
sighted in from the prone position.  
The prone position is not one that 
I am able to shoot from.   The other 
way may people sight their long guns 
from is the seated position.  I was able 
to	use	this	firing	position	by	using	my	
mobility scooter.  While sitting I was 
able	to	keep	my	feet	flat	on	the	floor	of	
the scooter.  With the scooter turned 
off I was able to use the handlebars as 
a	flat	stable	platform	to	rest	my	arms	
to shoot no different than a table and 
chair.  By doing this I was able to get 
my	rifle	sighted	in	without	having	to	
prone out on the ground.  I was then 
able to shoot accurately the rest of 
the day and have fun with the drills 
that were being run.  While not a class 
it was still a fun day of continued 
training with friends.    
 Other shooters that we have had 
at our courses and shooting events 
have had heart conditions, and other 
various physical disabilities and 
health conditions.  Like with all 

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
205 East Main St. • PO Box 5 • Knoxville, IL 61448

309.388.0159

Mon-Fri 1:00pm-5:30pm • Sat. 9:00am–12:00pm
Closed Sundays

denise@knoxgreatoutdoors.com
Terry Howarter • Denise Shepherd

We Sell Below 
Retail All The Time!
If We Don’t Have It, 

We Can Get It 
Below Retail!

FFL Transfers • Les Baer Custom
Historical Armory • Rock River Arms
Many Brands of Rifles, 
Handguns & Shotguns!

New and Used Firearms, Live Bait & Trapping Supplies

Triple S Catfish Bait
(formerly Sonny’s)

Works Great on 
Rend Lake!!

Hoss’s Hawg Bait
Leeches, etc.

other areas of life, shooters seeking 
range time and course have various 
conditions that may need any 
number of accommodations to be 
made.  Remember, as a shooter with 
a disability, the accommodations that 
are being made are to ensure that you 
can practice the skills in a safe and 
competent manner.  
 If you are a sportsperson with a 
disability, please feel free to contact 
me for possible courses or topics you 
would like to see covered at thunt@
huntsgungetaway.com or call 309-
338-0990.  
Train Hard and Stay Safe
Thane H. Hunt



78 Adventure Sports Outdoors | August 2021

IT’S TIME TO SCOUT FOR 
SOYBEAN CYST NEMATODE 

FEMALES AND OTHER 
ASSOCIATED PLANT DISEASES

 Leaders with The SCN 
Coalition encourage soybean growers 
to check roots now to determine if their 
current SCN management program is 
effective. To scout for SCN during 
the growing season, gently uproot 
soybean plants and carefully examine 
the roots for white females, says 
Sam Markell, North Dakota State 
University plant pathologist. “
 Use a shovel to dig up soybean 
plants and then gently remove the soil 
around the roots,” he says. “If you pull 
the roots, the SCN females can fall off.
 “Females on roots are much 

smaller	 than	 nitrogen-fixing	 nodules	
and	 can	 be	 difficult	 to	 see,”	 adds	
Markell.	“A	hand	lens	and	a	flashlight	
make it easier to detect females.”
 The SCN life cycle is repeated 
through the growing season. “In North 
Dakota, it might be only two or three, 
but in Missouri, it might be as many 
as six,” adds Markell. “Each time they 
go through that cycle, the egg levels 
may	increase	in	the	field.”	

SCN increases SDS risk 
	 Soybean	 growers	 scouting	 fields	
may also discover SDS rearing its 
ugly head but may not realize the 
two yield-grabbing pathogens have 
a synergistic relationship. In a study 
published in 2019, Michigan State 

University researchers concluded 
SCN	 has	 a	 significant	 association	
with SDS development.
 SDS, caused by the fungal 
pathogen Fusarium virguliforme, can 
generate	 significant	 yield	 loss.	 Like	
SCN, soybean roots may be infected 
with F. virguliforme and foliar symptoms 
may be absent, raising the question of 
“hidden” yield loss. However, when 
conditions are favorable for SDS, 
dramatic foliar symptoms can develop, 
and yield losses are much greater. 
These	SDS	foliar	symptoms	first	appear	
as small, pale green to yellow areas 
on the leaves during late vegetative 
or early productive growth stages. As 
SDS progresses, the areas between the 
leaf veins turn yellow and eventually 
die and turn brown, although the veins 
remain green.
 While SCN reproduction thrives 
in dry soils, SDS prefers cooler and 

SOYBEAN SCOUTING TIPS
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By Successful Farming Staff

wetter conditions. Martin Chilvers, 
Michigan State University plant 
pathologist, wants soybean growers 
to understand that regardless of what 
Mother Nature delivers during the 
growing season, these two pathogens 
appear to be in competition for 
nutrients within the root, either 
directly or indirectly. 
 “The data from the 2019 study 
reveals the added pressure of SCN can 
increase the risk of developing severe 
SDS in a density-dependent manner. 
In other words, SCN can exacerbate 
SDS,” says Chilvers.
 Although it should be remembered 
that severe SDS can develop in the 
absence of SCN, Chilvers encourages 
soybean growers who detect SDS 
during the growing season – or know 
areas	 in	 fields	 that	 have	 had	 SDS	 in	
the past – to add SCN to their fall soil 
sampling program. “I want to stress 
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Bobcat Zero-Turn Mowers. We’ve 
built our reputation on performance, 

versatility and toughness. 
Now, we’re bringing it to the turf!

Bobcat Compact Tractors. 
Feel right at home doing the 
toughest work on your land.

that SDS worsens as SCN population 
densities rise,” he adds. “We want 
soybean growers to understand this 
relationship, and I hope this gives them 
another reason to test soil for SCN.
 “In the future, we hope to also test 
soil for F. virguliforme,” adds Chilvers. 
“The study that we conducted was a 
proof of principle which demonstrated 
that our assay could detect hotspots 
of	 SDS	 within	 a	 field.	 We	 are	 now	
collaborating with others to expand 
the application of our assay to many 
soil types and locations to see if the 
assay can be routinely used as an SDS 
risk prediction tool, which would aid 
as a decision tool for the selection 
of SDS-resistant varieties and SDS-
specific	seed	treatments.”

Weather impacts SCN life cycle
 Iowa State University 
Nematologist Greg Tylka is concerned 
that last year’s hot and dry weather 
pattern is being repeated in some areas 
because weather during the growing 
season impacts the SCN life cycle. 
“We have data verifying that SCN 
is worse in hot, dry years,” he says. 
“The nematode is reproducing much 

quicker, raising population densities.
“Gaining ground in the battle against 
SCN starts by knowing the SCN 
situation	in	each	field	where	soybeans	
are grown,” says Tylka. “Active SCN 
management starts with a soil test.”
 In areas where the most common 
source of SCN resistance, known as 
PI 88788, has been used for more 
than 30 years, SCN populations are 
reproducing and having a negative 
impact on soybean yields. Research 
from 15 years of variety trial 
experiments	in	farmers’	fields	in	Iowa	
showed that as SCN reproduction 
increases on PI 88788, yields decrease 
by as much as 14 bushels per acre – 
equivalent to a 23% yield reduction.
 In addition to testing soil for 
SCN, The SCN Coalition encourages 
soybean growers to rotate varieties with 
different sources of SCN resistance, 
rotate to non-host crops such as corn 
and wheat at least every other year, and 
consider using a nematode-protectant 
seed	treatment.	State-specific	advice	is	
available by visiting TheSCNCoalition.
com. Click on “Recommendations” 
and select your state in the “Coalition 
Experts” section.

SCHUY-RUSH PARKSCHUY-RUSH PARK

217-322-6628217-322-6628

225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 

Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers

Playground 
Pavilions

8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

IS THERE ANYTHING I CAN DO ABOUT 
DICAMBA-INJURED SOYBEANS?
IT DOESN’T COME IN A JUG, UNFORTUNATELY.
By Successful Farming Staff
 Soybeans injured by off-target dicamba 
have been a dilemma in recent years. In this 
story, Kevin Bradley and Brian Dintelmann 
with the University of Missouri report on 
treatments designed to help dicamba-damaged 
soybeans recover. 
 In recent years, one of the most common 
questions we get asked by producers whose 
soybeans have been injured with dicamba is, 
“Is there anything I can do about it?”
 In an attempt to answer this question, we 
conducted a research trial over three seasons 
to determine if any tactics could be used as 
a recovery treatment for dicamba-injured 
soybeans. In this research, we intentionally 
injured soybeans at the V3 or R2 growth stage 
with 1/100 the normal use rate of dicamba 
(i.e., a common ‘driftable dose’). 
 Two weeks after this drift event occurred 
at each growth stage, we applied various 
‘recovery treatments’ to the soybeans to 
determine if yield losses from dicamba injury 
could be minimized or perhaps even eliminated. 
The recovery treatments we applied included 
a variety of common foliar fertilizer products 
(PercPlus, Megafol, YieldOn, etc), a fungicide 
(Priaxor), urea with Agrotain, a plant growth 
hormone (Radiate), and weekly irrigation.
 Yield results from the three years of this 
research	 trial	 are	 summarized	 in	 the	 figure	
below.  For simplicity, these results were 
combined across the V3 and R2 drift events, 

since growth stage and the timing of the drift 
event	was	 not	 a	major	 factor	 that	 influenced	
how soybeans responded to these recovery 
treatments. (Soybean yield in response to 
recovery treatments applied 14 days after 
dicamba injury. Results are combined across 
2017-2019 V3 and R2 growth stage injury 
events. Bars with the same letters are not 
statistically different (P>0.05).
 In this research, there are two control 
treatments to which all the recovery treatments 
should be compared; the dicamba-injured 
control which was injured with dicamba but 
did not have any recovery treatments applied 
after the drift event, and the nontreated control, 
which was not injured with dicamba and also 
did not have any recovery treatments applied. 
 Over the three years that the study 
was conducted, the results are pretty 
straightforward: Weekly irrigation was the only 
recovery treatment that resulted in yields that 
were higher than the dicamba-injured control. 
However, none of the recovery treatments — 
not even weekly irrigation — resulted in yields 
that were as high as the non-treated control.
 Collectively, results from all three years 
of this study indicate that if your soybeans 
have become injured with dicamba, the best 
thing you can do is to irrigate if you are able. 
This will help them recover some, but not all, 
of the yield that would have been there had the 
injury not occurred.
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LAKE MILLE LACS
WORLD-CLASS SMALLMOUTH

18” - 21” ARE COMMON!
Huge Northern, Big Walleye & Record Muskies!

Located on Lake Mille Lacs this world famous lake features some of the best Walleye, Jumbo Perch, Bass, Northern and Muskie fishing 
available today. Whether it’s open water fishing on our Spacious 4-hour Fishing Launches in the Summer or a Private Launch fishing event, 
a good time will be had by all. Lake Mille Lacs is Minnesota’s second largest lake covering 132,000 acres with over 80 miles of shoreline.

EAT, SLEEP & FISH PACKAGE:
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320.692.4413 • 800.450.4682
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www.TwinPinesMilleLacs.com

Twin Pines is just south of 
Garrison on Hwy 169 
overlooking St. Alban’s Bay 
on Mille Lacs’ 
magnificent Westside!

 When the Canadian Border once 
again opens, we like to seek adventure 
and	 fish	 new	 places	 and	 look	 for	 new	
destinations to seek out.  This column 
is such a place.  One which Anne and I 
experienced a few years ago.
 A slate gray sky greeted us as 
Leuenberger’s turbo otter lifted off home 
base in Nakina, Ontario.  Fall had come 
early in the north this year- two weeks 
early.  Conditions felt right for a great 
trip	of	waterfowl	shooting	and	fishing	at	
the outpost camp at Grass Lake on the 
Albany River 100 miles to the north.  
The	flight	would	last	about	an	hour.  
 ‘Bobber’ Anne, my constant 

hunting	 and	 fishing	 companion	 rode	
co-pilot as Dave our pilot handled 
the controls as we sped off.  Smudgy, 
my black lab, panted rapidly as 
the waterways and black spruce of 
Ontario’s north passed beneath us.
 The panting may have been caused 
from excitement and a bit of paranoia 
on her part.  Smudgy knew when we 
were going after birds because of the 
gun cases. I believe she had a certain 
fear	 of	 flying.	 	A	 few	darting	 looks	 at	
the land below was all she could muster.  
The	 rest	 of	 our	 flight	 would	 see	 her	
resting	on	the	aircraft’s	floor.
 The part of Ontario north of Nakina 

contains	 eastern	 flyway	 birds	 for	 the	
most part.  Birds which nest in this 
region, mainly black ducks, Eastern 
scoter and Canadian Honkers will end 
up in Chesapeake Bay on the east coast 
during migration.
 During my childhood years I’d 
grown up south of here in the small 
town of Nipigon.  It was here my 

waterfowling began.  Black ducks and 
Eastern scoters, with a few late season 
Arctic ducks, were my waterfowl of 
choice.		My	first	duck	had	been	a	heavy	
blueberry-laden drake black duck.  I 
was 9 years old at the time, shooting 
a 20-gauge Ithaca side by side.  So it’s 
a natural comfort whenever I return to 
the woods and waterways of Ontario’s 

A PARADISE ON THE 
ALBANY RIVER

by Dan Gapen, Sr.

1st duck of the trip was collected by Dan, 
a black duck, the duck of his youth. All the comforts of home
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Black spruce country.
 Dave made one observation pass 
over Grassi Lake.  Below, hundreds of 
Canadian Honkers with nearly as many 
sandhill cranes took to the air.  Flocks 
varied in size from a mere family 
group to as many as 200 departing the 
multitude of grass- covered bays.  It 
was as I’d dreamed, a world with few 
gunners and an over-abundance of 
waterfowl.  I’d come home once again.  
Hunting wouldn’t be easy.  Without 
other gunners along the Albany River 
corridor there’d be no one to shag them 
back.  Thus, Anne and I would have 
to set up blind and decoys, then play a 
sit-and-wait game.  This had been done 
many times before, some with success, 
some without.
 Dave’s departure and passage over 
the small lake’s west end saw 40 more 
honkers take wind and head upriver.  
Hopefully this evening they’d return.
 With gear stowed in the small 
plywood outpost camp the two of us 
quickly gathered dry wood for the barrel 
stove and checked to see if the Coleman 
lantern would light.  This done we 
headed west to a grassy bay which had 

held countless numbers of waterfowl 
when	we	flew	in.		Before	arriving,	a	stop	
was made to gather several armloads of 
bank willows to use to make a blind for 
our-14-foot boat.
 Green and Red Willow, which 
grows everywhere in the north, is by 
far the best blind material for fooling 
waterfowl.  It grows in abundance and 
is often seen in small clumps in the 
middle	 of	 grassy	 flats	 along	 Ontario’s	

waterways.  It’s easily cut with a small 
hatchet or short machete.  To estimate 
when you have enough to properly 
camouflage	 your	 boat,	 the	 boat’s	 bow	
must be jam-packed to about 5 feet 
high.  If your hunting partner complains 
about no place to sit, then you might 
have enough.
 Not only are the willow sticks 
forced into the bottom mud in an upright 
position along the boat’s gunnel, but 

they can be weaved horizontally in 
and out of the upright stems. Thus, you 
enhance the cover tremendously.
 Quickly our boat was inundated with 
willow	camouflage	in	a	grassy	island	flat	
where the last honkers had departed. 
The hunt now became a waiting game.  
Most of the departing birds had gone 
upstream over the rapids.  It was here we 
concentrated our visual effort.
 Suddenly it began to spit drizzle.  

309-543-9163
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Anne and Smudgy attach as transportation leaves for a week. Anne collects the 1st honker.



DiscoverDiscover
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS HOSPITALITY AT ITS BESTSOUTHERN ILLINOIS HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST

Discover a magnificent 
atmosphere found nowhere else 

in Southern Illinois.
Savory homestyle breakfast, 

lunch and dinner served daily.

The Heart of Illinois 
Most Scenic Park.

Celebrate your 
special occasion with us.

Receptions • Rehearsals
Reunions • Retreats

Our staff will strive to ensure 
your event is memorable. 
Discover one of the true 

treasures of Southern Illinois.

Call us to Reserve your Cabin Today!
460 Giant City Lodge Road, Makanda, IL

618-457-4921
www.giantcitylodge.com

August 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  83

The wind came from the west.  
Normally that meant good weather, but 
on the Albany Rivershed in September, 
you might get rain, drizzle or even snow 
from any direction. 
 Ten minutes after we settled in, a 
flock	 of	 20	 black	 ducks	 and	 mallards	
floated	 across	 the	 rapids	 heading	 our	
way.
 When heading north into Ontario 
black spruce country for waterfowl I 
carry	3	floating	Honker	decoys,	5	field	
decoys in case water level is low, and a 
half	dozen	Mallard	floating	decoys,	two	
of which are painted all black.  With 
decoys placed we began our hunt.  It 
took only ten minutes before a family of 
honkers crossed the treeline towards our 
fake honkers.  Waiting, Anne and I held 
off	firing	till	the	lead	goose’s	feet	where	
a foot off water surface.  Like always I 
kept my kill to young of the year.  I’d 
explained to Anne how you identify the 
young geese.  As they departed 3 young 
geese were left behind.  Smudgy was 
delighted and supper was assured.
 Next came a pair of black ducks.  
Because of my early history Anne let me 
fire	first.		I	doubled	and	more	food	was	
assured.	 	Time	to	fish!!	 	More	hunting	
to come at dusk.  We’d have time-- 4 

days to gather our waterfowl limits to 
take home.
 A tip:  Young of the year goslings 
have necks with a smaller diameter then 
their parents.  They also have smaller 
wing depth as they come at you.  Their 
parents have enlarged necks and wing 
thicknesses.	 	 So,	 identification	 is	 easy	
for the gunner.
 There’s no way to identify black 
duck	gender.			However,	with	that	first	
pair I doubled on there was no need to 
worry.  They would have been a mated 
pair or a couple juveniles.  Needless to 
say, they’d be excellent eating.  How 
did I surmise that?  Both mouths were 
stained purple from eating blueberries 
which had now ripened.  Dye from 
eating blueberries had stained their 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9am – 6pm
Sat. 9am - 2pm • Sun. 10am – 2pm

Deer Season Hours: 7am - 8pm
208 E. Washington Street, Astoria, IL

hammsmeatmarket@gmail.com

Fresh Meats at Affordable Prices
Choose from a Variety of Meat and Cheese

Come check out our great selection of
Deli Meats, Cheeses, Beef, Pork and Chicken

Fresh Produce and Fruit

Deer Processing Available
Salami and Snack Sticks

Regular, BBQ, 
Cheddar and Jalapeno/Cheddar

Fresh Deer Brats

innards and stained my hands when 
cleaning them.  
 I only harvested 2 more black 
ducks on the trip.  Of the 4 I kept, two 
were mounted and now hang above my 
sink on my cabin wall.
 Black ducks, an offshoot of mallards, 
are becoming scarce because of the 
inter-breeding with regular mallards.  
They may become near extinct in the 
future.  Most of the ducks we killed on 
that trip were crossbred mallards, regular 
mallards, or Golden eyes.
	 Grassi	 Lake	 was	 filled	 with	 pike	
and walleye.  Where the river from 
Grassi drops into the Albany River we 
managed the treat of boating 3 brown 
trout on day four.  That last day we had 
a king’s dinner of Goose, Black duck, 

Walleye and trout, (salt and peppered 
well) plus a good old can of pork and 
beans.   Old Michel Daba, a native I 
grew up guiding with at Nipigon, always 
said	 to	 prepare	 your	 fish	 well	 before	
serving it to your guests.  He also said to 
boil your coffee and allow a few burnt 
pieces of sticks to pop into the pot!  Yup 
—- I never had a complaint and lots of 
compliments on my coffee from my 
guests after learning that native trick.  
 Anne and I devoted our time 
between morning and evening hunts 
and	 daytime	 fishing.	 	We	 came	 home	
with	a	cooler	of	game	and	fish	to	fill	our	
freezer for winter.
 JUST LIKE MY TEENAGE 
YEARS.  See you next month!

Gathering willows for blind material 
for the boat.

What not to do! You have to add more 
power when you try to jump a beaver dam.

Bobber Anne took these three while stuck 
on a beaver dam.
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once the game is located. Coonhounds, 
and smaller hounds such as Beagles, 
Bassets, and Teckels, are all known for 
howling while following a track, while 
Curs are better known for remaining 
silent until the game is in sight.
 Once a subgroup is selected, a 
specific	 breed	 is	 ready	 to	 be	 chosen.	
However, even though the criteria has 
been narrowed this far, a little more work 
needs to be done to acquire your perfect 
hunting companion. For example, if a 
pointing dog is desired, a new hunter 
may not understand the difference 
between a German Shorthaired Pointer 
and an English Pointer, or the difference 
between a Brittany and an English 
Setter. Their method of hunting may 
be the same, but breeds can differ in 
their energy level, versatility, desire to 
please, and hunting style. Researching 
bloodlines, contacting breeders, and 
seeing	 different	 breeds	 hunt	 firsthand	
will	 help	 in	 finding	 your	 perfect	 dog.	
Research is incredibly important and 
finding	breeders	who	are	breeding	only	
quality working animals will require 
time, so be prepared to spend a few 

months locating breeders and hunting 
with their dogs before buying from their 
stock. In the end, the one trait all dogs 
have in common is their devotion to 
man for thousands of years.

HOUNDS
Large Houds
Bluetick*
Black and Tan*
Treeing Walker*
Plott*
English*
Redbone*
American Leopard*
Fox Hounds*
*Tree Hounds
Small Hounds
Beagle
Basset
Teckel
Curs
Mountain*
Kemmer*
Blackmouth
Catahoula

 With these breeds you can hunt: 
squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, wild boar, 
mountain lion, bear, fox, bobcat, and 
coyote.

GUN DOGS
Pointers
English
Brittany*
German Shorthaired*
Deutshe Drahthaar*
Wirehaired Pointing Griffon*
Pudelpointer*
Weimaraner
Munsterlander*
Retrievers
Labrador
Golden
Chesapeake Bay
Standard Poodle
Setters
English
Gordon
Irish
Spaniels
Springer
Cocker
Field

*Versatile breed: better suited to hunt 
both birds and furred game, as well as 
retrieve waterfowl.
 With these breeds you can hunt: 
quail, pheasant, partridge, duck, dove, 
goose, grouse, woodcock, and rabbit.

GETTING STARTED

 Those new to hunting (and 
even experienced hunters) may be 

A Primer on Hunting With 
Dogs . . . continued

A Gordon Setter after a successful 
Ruffed Grouse hunt.



August 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  85

intimidated at raising a working animal, 
but	 starting	out	 is	 not	 as	difficult	 as	 it	
seems. The most important thing when 
training a hunting dog is to choose a 
single training regimen and stick with 
it. There are dozens of philosophies 
out there for teaching obedience and 
hunting skills, but trying multiple 
techniques, especially as a beginning 
trainer, can confuse your dog. Dogs 
thrive	 on	 consistency,	 so	 finding	 a	
single philosophy and training method 
to practice will ultimately save a lot 
of	 time,	and	keep	 the	dog	confident	 in	
fulfilling	your	requirements.
 Obedience and training are 
incredibly important to create a suitable 
hunting dog, but without exposure, a 
dog can never fully develop as a hunter. 
Young dogs must gain experience 
throughout	 the	 first	 two	 years	 of	 their	
life, and they must spend ample amounts 
of time actually hunting. You must be 
willing to spend multiple days a month 
in	 the	 field,	 as	 well	 as	 ensuring	 your	
protégée interacts with game as much as 
possible. Young dogs must learn to hunt 
in the wild, not a backyard. Running 
through briars, swimming across creeks 
and rivers, and being exposed to the 
harsh elements are all part of a day’s 
work in the life of a hunting dog, and it is 
the trainer’s responsibility to help the dog 
become bold throughout these lessons. 
So, in order to build a bold, experienced 
hunting dog, expect to spend at least an 
hour	in	the	field,	2-3	days	a	week,	during	
the	first	year	of	its	life.
 Raising a dog from a puppy requires 
a lot of time, energy, money, and 
patience,	so	another	option	for	first-time	
owners is to buy a young, started dog. 
Many breeders and trainers will have 
1-3-year-old dogs that have been trained 
in obedience and have had one or two 
hunting seasons of experience. Buying 
one of these dogs will require you to learn 
how they have been handled by their 
current trainers, and bonding will take a 
little longer than with a puppy, requiring 
you	to	work	at	building	confidence	and	
trust. These dogs are also much more 
expensive than a puppy, but all their 
initial training has been completed and 
you will be able to take the dogs hunting 
as soon as you get them.
 There are many resources online for 
aspiring gun dog owners and houndsmen. 
Also, hunters with dogs are always willing 
to lend a helping hand to those who are 
new to handling working breeds. Forums 
such as gundogforum.com, sqdog.

com, biggamehoundsmen.com, and 
many others are invaluable resources 
to new hunters or trainers. Getting 
involved with local American Kennel 
Club, United Kennel Club, or Versatile 
Hunting Dog Assoc. chapters is the best 
way to meet other dog owners, compete 
in	 field	 trials,	 and	 get	 training	 advice.	
State Wildlife Departments, Army Corps 
of Engineers, and landowners are all 
viable avenues for new hunters looking 
for tracts of publicly accessible land. 
When hunting with dogs, always check 
state hunting regulations on the legality 
of hunting certain game and if the use of 
dogs is allowed on public land.

CONCLUSION

 Hunting has been a necessity of 
man since the dawn of our existence; 
we’ve relied on hunting to provide 
food, clothing, and tools for centuries 
in order to survive. A successful hunt 
could mean the difference between life 
and death, and generations of hunters 
have looked to their four-legged 
partners to ensure that chance at life. 
There are many successful hunters that 
rely completely on their own skills to 
hunt, but working with a hunting dog is 
a great way to combine your own skills 
with the advantages offered by a dog. 
Our ancestors better understood the 
balance of man and nature, and our ties 
to the earth. By working directly with 
a piece of nature, we can experience a 
more intense connection to the game 
we pursue, and increase our daily dose 
of manliness.

 Your Central Illinois Kubota Dealer

624 W Spring St

Princeville, Il 61558

309-385-4316

 215 Fairlane Drive

East Peoria, IL 61611

309-694-3700

 

Many great hunters throughout history 
are known to have used dogs. Theodore 

Roosevelt accompanied famous 
houndsmen Ben Lilly and Holt Collier on 
bear hunts in Louisiana using a pack of 

bear hounds. The Holt Collier hunts resulted 
in the creation of the “Teddy Bear,” and 
Ben Lilly’s rugged lifestyle left a lasting 

impression on TR himself.
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Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36-foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

“We Catch 
the Big Ones!”

www.noblecharters.com

Captain Dale Florek
Cell:

224-588-7263
Call for Free Color Brochure

Aboard the 

NOBLE II
36 Foot Tiara Sport Fisherman

Spend More Time Fishing

and Less Time BoatingCharters

TRY ICE FLIES FOR
SUMMER PANFISH
by Tom Berg

	 Pursuing	 panfish	 is	 one	 of	 my	
fishing	passions.	I	love	catching	them,	
whether	 the	 fish	 of	 the	 day	 happens	
to be a chunky bluegill, crappie, 
pumpkinseed, rockbass or any one 
of	 the	 other	 hand-sized	 fish	 that	 fall	
under	 the	 panfish	 description.	 	 They	
are hard to beat at the dinner table, 
too, so keeping several of them for a 
fish	fry	is	just	an	added	bonus.
 Summertime can be a great time 
to	target	panfish,	and	it	is	prime	time	
to catch some real bragging-sized 
fish,	too.		Food	is	plentiful	throughout	
the summer months on most waters, 
and you can be sure that the resident 
panfish	 are	 taking	 advantage	 of	
the smorgasbord.  They are eating 
everything they can while the warm 
weather lasts; winter will be here 
before too long.
	 Big	 bluegills	 and	 sunfish	 will	
gobble	 aquatic	 insects	 like	dragonfly	
nymphs, mosquito larvae and plenty 
of others, too.  They won’t pass up 
an easy meal like a lone grasshopper 
or other terrestrial insect struggling 
on the surface, either. Crappies tend 
to concentrate on minnows and 
small	 young-of-the-year	 fish	 like	
baby bluegills and baby perch, but 
crappies also love aquatic insects.  
Rockbass always seem to be hungry, 
and they will eat almost anything that 
moves	from	minnows	and	crayfish	to	
underwater nymphs and leeches.
	 Although	 the	 bigger	 panfish	
are still feeding heavily at this time 
of year, they can afford to be picky.  
Since there is so much food available, 
they	 won’t	 necessarily	 grab	 the	 first	
thing that is dangled in front of them.  
Worms, beemoths and other live 
baits	will	certainly	catch	fish,	but	the	
bigger,	smarter	fish	will	soon	get	wise	
to baits they have seen before.
 So, this is the perfect time to try 
something different.  Try a bait that 
the	fish	have	not	seen	before,	at	least	

not	 at	 this	 time	 of	 year.	 	Try	 some	 icefishing	 lures.	 	 I	
have	been	using	ice	flies	and	ice	jigs	for	my	summertime	
panfish	outings	in	recent	years,	and	the	results	have	been	
fantastic.	 	 In	 general,	 I	 stick	with	 the	 larger	 icefishing	
baits, with hook sizes ranging from #6 to #10.  The #6 
and #8 sizes are my favorites since big crappies and 
bruiser-sized rockbass have large mouths.  It seems like 
they are easier to hook with a larger lure.
	 Lightweight	 ice	flies	 are	 absolutely	dynamite	baits	
for	panfish,	but	they	are	especially	good	for	bull	bluegills	
and slab-sided crappies.  Glow Spiders from JB Lures 
have been a go-to bait for me, and 
my most productive colors have been 
white and chartreuse.  The soft hackle 
of	this	ice	fly	spreads	out	under	water	
and	makes	 the	 fly	 sink	 very	 slowly,	
just like a real aquatic insect.  Big 
bluegills and crappies swim over to 
investigate the slowly sinking bug 
and they can’t resist.  Add a live 
beemoth to the hook for some natural 
feel	and	flavor	and	they	just	inhale	it.		
Be ready to set the hook!
 I have also had very good luck 
using ice jigs that are called Ants or 
Ice Ants.  These jigs are a bit heavier 
than the spiders and some of the other 
ice	 flies	 since	 they	 have	 a	 weighted	
segmented body that make it look like 
a large ant.  They are painted a variety 
of colors, and they have white rubber 

Ice flies can help fill your basket with enough hungry bluegills for a 
family fish fry.  Photo courtesy of Tom Berg.
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legs that stick out from the side of the 
body.  Ice Ants from HT Enterprises are 
great	 panfish	 catchers,	 and	 they	 come	
in different colors.  The rubber legs on 
these ants gives them a more lifelike 
appearance	and	feels	natural	to	the	fish	
once they get them in their mouth.
	 Although	 bluegills,	 sunfish	 and	
crappies seem to be eager to hit these ice 
flies	and	jigs,	they	are	not	the	only	fish	
that are interested.  Big rockbass love 
them,	too.		I	was	fishing	one	particular	
spot this summer and had caught a 
half-dozen nice-sized rockbass there.  
I was using a beemoth on a plain 
baitkeeper hook and suddenly I could 
not catch another rockbass.  Baby 
bluegills were still willing to bite, but 
nothing else.  I switched to an Ice Ant 
tipped with a beemoth and instantly 
caught two more big rockbass.  They 
wanted something different.  Whether 
it looked different or sank differently 
in	the	water,	the	ice	fly	did	the	trick.
 Of course, yellow perch are also 
perfectly willing to take ice jigs and 
ice	flies	during	the	open-water	months.		
And the larger jigs will attract larger 
jumbo perch. Don’t be surprised if 
you	 catch	 other	 fish	 besides	 panfish,	

too.  Largemouth and smallmouth bass aren’t too shy to hit these 
lures, and if a stray walleye is around, it may take the bait, too.  
But who’s complaining?
	 So	just	because	it’s	warm	outside	and	the	icefishing	season	
is still months away, don’t overlook the possibility of using ice 
fishing	lures	for	open	water	panfish.		Sometimes	it	is	the	hottest	
ticket in town.

Catching a good stringer of bluegills makes for an enjoyable afternoon 
during the summertime.  Photo courtesy of Tom Berg.

Ice flies can help fill your basket with enough hungry bluegills 
for a family fish fry.  Photo courtesy of Tom Berg.
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
REAL ESTATE AGENT, BROKER, 
REALTOR: WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
 Whether you want to buy or sell a 
home, you’ll want some help. So, who 
should you hire? Real estate professionals 
go by various names, including real estate 
agent, real estate broker, or Realtor®. So, 
what’s the difference?
 Sometimes these titles are used 
interchangeably, but rest assured, there 
are some important differences, as 
well as varying requirements for using 
particular titles.
 Here’s a rundown of the real estate 
professional titles you’ll come across, 
and what they mean.
 Real estate agent: A real estate 
agent is someone who has a professional 
license to help people buy, sell, or rent all 
sorts of housing and real estate.

 To get that license, states require 
individuals to have prelicensing training. 
The required number of training hours 
can	vary	significantly	by	jurisdiction.	In	
Virginia, for example, real estate agents 
must take 60 hours of prelicensing 
training, while in California they need 
135 hours of license coursework.
 Once that training is done, aspiring 
agents take a written licensing exam. 
This exam is typically divided into two 
portions: one on federal real estate laws 
and general real estate principles, the 
second	on	state-specific	laws.
 Once they pass their exam, they’ve 
earned a license, the title of a “real estate 
agent,” and they might join a brokerage 
where they can begin working with home 

buyers, sellers, and renters.
 Real estate broker: A real estate 
broker is someone who has taken 
education beyond the agent level as 
required by state laws and passed a 
broker’s license exam.
 Similar to real estate agent exams, 
each state sets its own broker education 
and exam requirements. The extra 
coursework covers topics such as ethics, 
contracts, taxes, and insurance—at a 
more in-depth level than what’s taught in 
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a real estate agent prelicensing course.
 Prospective brokers also learn about 
real estate legal issues and how the law 
applies to operating a brokerage, real 
estate investments, construction, and 
property management.
 As a result, “brokers have in-depth 
knowledge of the real estate business,” 
says Jennifer Baxter, associate broker at 
Re/Max Regency in Suwanee, GA.
To sit for the broker’s exam and obtain 
licensure, real estate agents must already 
have a certain level of experience under 
their belt—typically, three years as a 
licensed real estate agent.
 There are three types of real estate 
brokers, each with subtle differences in 
the role they perform:
•  Principal/designated broker: Each 

416 W. JEFFERSON ST., TREMONT, IL 61568- $152,500
Three-Bedroom/2-Bath ranch home on a dead-end street in Tremont 
with a fenced-in yard! Open concept. Solid wooden beams throughout 
the home. Wooden plank ceiling in most rooms! Skylight in kitchen 
provides additional light. Large master with loads of closet space and 
sliding doors leading into the courtyard with beautiful landscaping. 
French doors from main area lead you to a nice 16x24 deck overlooking 
the back yard. The wood-burning stove can help heat the home. Carport 
easily fits 2 vehicles. 2 storage spaces off of the carport; the larger is 
13’9”x8’1”. Attic storage. Updates include 2020 privacy fence, 2021 
flooring, 2019 vinyl siding. This home was inspired by the original 
owners’ admiration of Japanese architecture (the Koi pond is still intact 
under the informal dining room (not in use; not warranted)). Appliances 
and wood-burning stove not 
warranted. ALL measurements 
approximate. Schedule your tour 
today! 150 S Main St.

Morton, IL 61550
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of hiring a buyer’s agent. Why? Because 
the seller usually pays the commission 
for both the seller’s agent and the buyer’s 
agent from the listing agent’s fee.
 Rental agent: In addition to 
helping people buy and sell homes, 
many real estate professionals help 
consumers find properties to rent. But 
what these agents do depends on the 
location—whether it’s a large city or a 
small town—and the agent.
 Sometimes a rental agent will guide 
your search from the very start, helping 
you	 find	 the	 right	 neighborhood,	
apartment size, and price range, and 
then go with you to open houses. More 
likely, though, you’ll already have a 
lot of that information decided, and the 
agent will send you listings that might 
be of interest to you.
 Once you’ve decided on a rental 
and have been approved by the landlord 
or management company, your agent 
should help you read and understand 
your lease.
	 “Most	 tenants	 can	 find	 a	 place	
without a real estate agent, but they forget 
to seek out someone who can help them 
understand what they’re signing when 
they sign a lease,” says Dillar Schwartz, 
a real estate agent in Austin, TX.
 Rental agents will also represent 
landlords	 to	 help	 them	 find	 tenants—
but the fee an agent will charge a 
landlord depends on what market they 
work in. In many places, the landlord 
pays	 the	 real	estate	agent	 to	help	find	a	
desirable tenant. In more competitive 
rental markets, however, the tenant may 
be responsible for the real estate agent 
fee, sometimes called a “broker fee.” 
These fees can be as low as $50 to $75 
for a credit check or application, but 
more common rates are one month’s 
rent or 15% of the annual rent on the 
apartment.
 How to find the right professional 
for you: Many	people	find	a	real	estate	
broker to help them through word of 
mouth or online. You can search for 
a variety of real estate professionals 
in your area at realtor.com’s Find a 
Realtor database, which includes their 
sales performance, specialties, reviews, 
and other helpful information. It’s a 
good idea to talk to at least three people 
in person, and ask the agents some key 
questions	 to	 find	 out	 if	 they’re	 a	 good	
fit	 for	 you	 and	 the	 transaction	 you’re	
looking for.
 Daniel Bortz has written for the 
New York Times, Washington Post, 
Money magazine, Consumer Reports, 
Entrepreneur magazine, and more. He is 
also a Realtor in Virginia.
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real	 estate	 office	 has	 a	 principal/
designated broker. This person 
oversees all licensed real estate agents 
at	 the	firm	and	ensures	 that	agents	are	
operating in compliance with state 
and national real estate law. Like real 
estate agents, principal brokers get paid 
on commission—taking a cut of the 
commissions of the sales agents they 
supervise (although many principal 
brokers receive an annual base salary).

•  Managing broker: This person 
oversees the day-to-day operation and 
transactions	of	the	office	and	typically	
takes a hands-on approach to hiring 
agents, training new agents, and 
managing administrative staff. (Some 
principal/designated brokers also serve 
as managing brokers.)

•  Associate broker: This real estate 
professional—sometimes called a 
broker associate, broker-salesperson, or 
affiliate	broker—has	a	broker’s	license	
but is working under a managing broker. 
This person typically is not responsible 
for supervising other agents.

 Realtor: In order to become a 
Realtor—a licensed agent with the 
ability to use that widely respected 
title—an agent needs to be a member of 
the National Association of Realtors®.
 As a member, a person subscribes to 
the standards of the association and its 
code of ethics.
 “Essentially, the NAR holds us 
to a higher standard,” says Peggy 
Yee, a Realtor in Falls Church, VA. 
Membership in the NAR also comes 
with access to real estate market data 
and transaction management services, 
among	other	benefits.
 Listing agent: A listing agent is a 
real estate agent who represents a home 
seller. These professionals help clients 
who are selling with a wide range of 
tasks, including pricing their home, 
recommending home improvements or 
staging, marketing their home, holding 
open houses, coordinating showings with 
home buyers, negotiating with buyers, 
and overseeing the home inspection 
process and closing procedures.
 Buyer’s agent: True to their 
name, buyer’s agents represent home 
buyers and assist their clients through 
every step of the home-buying process, 
including	 finding	 the	 right	 home,	
negotiating an offer, recommending 
other professionals (e.g., mortgage 
brokers, real estate attorneys, settlement 
companies), and troubleshooting 
problems (e.g., home inspection or 
appraisal issues).
 Fortunately for home buyers, they 
don’t need to worry about the expense 
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Designated Managing Broker
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10723 SPRINGFIELD RD, TREMONT $169,900- 2.23 ACRES
2.23 acres with 2008 - 36’x60’ Morton Building machine shed with 

30.5’x11’ front porch, full concrete, 200-amp service, outlets, 
30 amp RV outlet, lights, water in building & roughed in for 

toilet & sink, 3 insulated automatic overhead doors. 14’x14’, 12’x’12’, 
10’x10’, 36” steel entry door & 5 windows. 2nd small garage is 

14.5’x26.5’ with concrete & 9’x7’ overhead door. Well installed by 
Sauder & feed line stubbed for new home. Property has both north 
and south entrances. Property also has a second 200-amp service 

set up for new home or add on to the Building.

19 ACRES, BLOOMINGTON RD, EP $140,000
Excellent Building site in EP. 2/3 Cleared, level & wooded. 

The rest is Timber & Ravine. Zoned R-2. 
Great layout opportunities for your new home or

Outbuilding. Property located in the 3400 Block of Bloomington Rd. 
Look for Sign. .4 miles on Bloomington Rd. off of Pleasant Hill. 

113 S. Main St. | Morton, IL 61550

HOME SHOPPERS ARE LOOKING 
FOR MORE FLEXIBILITY IN THEIR 
HOME SPACE AND ARE WILLING 
TO SWAP SHORT COMMUTE TIME 
FOR AFFORDABILITY, ACCORDING 
TO REALTOR.COM® SURVEY
 Room for extended family and 
pets,	home	office	and	internet	rise	 in	
importance for buyers who realize 
the need to compromise in today’s 
competitive market
 Life is beginning to return to 
normal throughout the U.S. with 
many companies announcing their 
return	 to	 office	 strategies	 and	 cities	
beginning to open up. However, for 
many 2021 home shoppers who spent 
the	majority	of	2020	confined	to	their	
homes, the COVID pandemic has 
influenced	what	they	are	looking	for	
in their next house, while the hyper-
competitive housing market has 
them strategizing about how to get 
ahead, according to a new Realtor.
com® survey released today.
 The need for more space was the 
top reason driving home shoppers’ 
decision to purchase a new home in 
the coming year, according to the 
online survey of 1,200 home shoppers 
conducted this spring by HarrisX. 
Although the majority of today’s 
buyers are looking for three bedrooms 
and two baths, their responses indicate 
they	are	looking	for	more	flexibility	in	
their home space and affordability in 
exchange for a shorter commute -- the 
new realities of a post-COVID world.
 “The COVID pandemic ushered 
in a new way of thinking about what 
home	means,	 and	 that	 is	 influencing	
much of what today’s home shoppers 
are looking for,” said George Ratiu, 
senior economist, Realtor.com®. 
“Garages, large backyards and space 
for pets always rank high on buyers’ 
wish lists, but those features have 
grown in importance. The survey 
results highlight that the pandemic has 
elevated our relationship with family 
as well as the need for our home to 
serve multiple purposes, especially 

the ability to work remotely. As a 
result, we are placing a premium on 
the need to accommodate extended 
family,	and	features	like	a	home	office	
and broadband internet.”

What’s in and what’s out for post-
COVID home shoppers
 When asked which home features 
have become a priority as a result of 
the pandemic, quiet location (28%), 
updated kitchen (25%), garage and 
large backyard (24% each) topped the 
list. Outdoor living area (20%), space 
for pets (18%), updated bathrooms 
(19%),	 home	 office	 and	 broadband	
internet capabilities (17% each) and 
open	 floor	 plan	 (16%)	 rounded	 out	
the top 10 pandemic-induced most 
desired home features.
 Sixty-five	percent	of	respondents	
indicated that they are considering 
extended family when they shop 
for a home, with nearly a quarter 
stating that they are planning to buy 
near	 family	 members.	 One-fifth	 of	
those surveyed said they would have 
extended family living with them 
full-time and 30% said their new 
home would need to accommodate 
extended family staying with them 
part-time or visiting.
 Consistent with the desire for 
outdoor space, terms such as “fenced 
yard,” “acres,” “backyard,” “front 
porch,” “garage” and “three-car garage” 
have	 all	 seen	 a	 significant	 uptick	 in	
searches on Realtor.com® over the past 
year. With reports of pets being adopted 
at record rates during the pandemic, 
the term “pet friendly” also saw a large 
increase in searches.
 Decreasing in importance from 
prior surveys was the need for a short 
commute time and a home with smaller 
square footage. Only 9% indicated a 
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
2507 N. Main St. - East Peoria, IL 61611

Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

Lots 2 & 6  Remmert Farms
(Lot 2) $95,900 & (Lot 6) - $97,900

5.01 AC lot with lake access, and wooded Centrally 
located between Peoria and Bloomington, The 
Lakes of Remmert Farms offers beautiful, rolling 
lots that surround approx. a 6.5-acre stocked lake 
and a 1.5 acre stocked pond. Many of the lots 
are conducive to walkout foundations, and large 
outbuildings are allowed. All infrastructure has 
been completed and paid for by the developer, 
including a common well, power, and a paved 
road to the front of each lot. 11 lot development - 
only 4 lots remain!

6209 W. Route 150,
Edwards, IL 61528 - $2,500,000

Will divide - 63.463 acres (58.703 ac zoned I-1, 
4.76 ac zoned A-2) Remarkable Equestrian Estate 
w/ 4,800 sf home. 3 gated entryways & paved roads 
lined w/ gorgeous Maple trees lead up to the stately 
home w/ circular driveway & many other buildings. 
An abundance of wood fencing outlines the proper-
ty & seen throughout the acres of pasture.  Located 
near the Shoppes of Grand Prairie & easy access to 
Rt 150, with great traffic count! 

0 W. Cruger Road
Washington, IL 61571 - $720,000

27.15 acres - perfect site for subdivision 
development - utilities at lot line; mostly tillable, 
gently rolling farm ground

 13500 14th St - Pekin - $95,000
Amazing property to build your dream home!  
Acreage has just the right amount of open space 
and timber. The perfect building spot right outside of 
town!  You will not be disappointed!

short commute time was a priority and 
4% were looking for smaller square 
footage. This was down from 11% 
and 8%, respectively, in early March 
2020 prior to the pandemic.
 Perhaps due to rising home prices, 
searches for “remodeled” homes 
on Realtor.com® were down 88% 
year to date through May. It appears 
that motivated buyers are making 
concessions in their home search, with 
fewer searches for otherwise-popular 
features such as granite countertops 
(-58%), theater/media rooms (-65%), 
and bars (-52%).

Today’s buyer is prepared and 
willing to compromise
 Again, pragmatic about the 
competitive housing market, 35% 
of home shoppers said that they 
were checking listing websites every 
day and 25% had set a price alert 
to	 get	 notified	 when	 new	 homes	
hit the market to stay ahead of the 
competition.
	 From	 a	 financing	 perspective,	
28% indicated that they were planning 
to offer more than a 20% cash 
payment, 21% plan to increase their 

earnest money deposit and 17% plan 
to either offer above asking price or 
all cash. While a third said they would 
not offer above asking price, nearly 
half were prepared to offer up to 10% 
above asking.
 “In today’s competitive housing 
market, it is not uncommon to submit 
an offer above the home’s list price. 
At the same time, knowing what you 
can spend and sticking to your budget 
is one of the most important things 
a home buyer can do. One way to 
ensure that you don’t go over budget 
is to limit your search by using price 
filters	 to	 homes	 under	 your	 budget.	
That way, if you submit an offer that 
is over the list price, you’ll still be 
within your maximum budget,” said 
Realtor.com® Housing and Lifestyle 
Expert Lexie Holbert.
 When buyers were asked to select 
which	features	they	would	sacrifice	if	
they had to reduce their budget, several 
COVID-coveted features would be the 
first	to	go	with	man	cave	and	pool/spa	
tied at 24%, followed by guest house 
and mother-in-law suite both 23% and 
new construction at 22%, Rounding 
out the top 10 features to fall by the 

wayside were solar panels (21%), 
finished	basement	(20%),	home	office	
(18%), large backyard and guest room 
(both 17%).

Methodology
 Realtor.com® commissioned 
HarrisX to conduct a national 
survey of consumers, including 
1,218 adults over the age of 18 who 
plan to purchase a home within the 
next 12 months.This survey was 
conducted online within the United 
States from March 26 - April 7, 2021. 
The sampling margin of error of this 
poll is plus or minus 1.6 percentage 
points. Results were weighted for age, 
gender, region, race/ethnicity, and 
income where necessary to align them 
with their actual proportions in the 
population. In addition to the general 
population, the survey oversampled 
1,218 potential buyers with a 
margin of error of plus or minus 2.8 
percentage points.
 The search information contained 
in the release is based on an analysis 
of the most commonly searched 
keywords on Realtor.com® from Jan. 
1 - May 31, 2021.

About Realtor.com®

 Realtor.com® makes buying, 
selling, renting and living in homes 
easier and more rewarding for 
everyone. Realtor.com® pioneered the 
world of digital real estate more than 
20 years ago, and today through its 
website and mobile apps is a trusted 
source for the information, tools 
and professional expertise that help 
people	 move	 confidently	 through	
every step of their home journey. 
Using proprietary data science and 
machine learning technology, Realtor.
com® pairs buyers and sellers with 
local agents in their market, helping 
take the guesswork out of buying and 
selling a home. For professionals, 
Realtor.com® is a trusted provider of 
consumer connections and branding 
solutions that help them succeed in 
today’s on-demand world. Realtor.
com® is operated by News Corp 
[Nasdaq: NWS, NWSA] [ASX: NWS, 
NWSLV] subsidiary Move, Inc. under 
a perpetual license from the National 
Association of REALTORS®. For 
more information, visit Realtor.com®.



Over $6.2 B in 
Recreational Sales 

HUNTING PROPERTIES
SOURCE FOR

Realtree United Country Hunting Properties™ is simply unrivaled in the 
hunting world with unmatched support, knowledge and extensive advertising 

combined with the largest private hunting, land and lifestyle property 
inventory in the nation to ensure you find the property you’ve been hunting for.

Over $10 B in
Land Sold 

Over $3 B in Hunting 
Property Sales 

Y
O
U
R

Contact  Us Today To Learn More

877.232.9687 | RealtreeUC.com

*Companywide sales 2020
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WILL SULLIVAN
AUCTION CO.

Specializing Exclusively 
In Firearms & Military

WILLSULLIVANAUCTION.COM
Visit Our Website:

217-242-4503

Sales & 
Appraisals

FUTURE 
INVESTMENTS
By Shawn Stafford
Owner, Hunting Fit
www.Huntingfit.com

 If someone hadn’t invested in your 
future as a sportsman, you wouldn’t be 
reading this article.  That investment 
likely didn’t equate to a monetary 
contribution in its entirety but more so 
a time and effort donation.  You know 
that person or group of people that 
inspired you to be the hunter you are 

today.  It could have been your mother 
or father, a friend, a friend’s parent, or 
even a youth archery group at your 
school.		They	lit	that	internal	fire	that	
still drives you today.  We all need to 
strive to be that person for someone.
 My spark was ignited early in 
my life by my dad who each summer 
would ensure that we went on several 
fishing	 adventures	 to	 local	 lakes	 and	
ponds.  He swore by crickets and 
night crawlers rigged up on a three-
hook	harness.		We	never	went	fishing	
without live bait which added a bit 
to the aura since we always had to 
stop in the local one room bait shop 
to get our supplies.  Of course, as a 
small child I could have just spent the 
day pestering the crickets in the box 
or trying to use the dip net to catch a 
minnow out of the tank.  Plus, there 
was something about stopping in and 
talking with the owner about how 
the	fish	were	biting,	where,	and	what	
colors that still holds a special place 
in my heart today.  Some of my early 
memories of outings included losing 
a pole after leaving my line in the 
water and stepping away to answer 
natures call.  I thought that whatever 

fish	 pulled	 my	 pole	 in	 must	 have	
been the biggest one in the lake!   Or 
the time I wouldn’t leave the cricket 
basket alone and dumped them in the 
back seat of my dad’s car.  He had to 
listen to crickets for a week after that 
every time he drove to work. Or the 
time	 I	 caught	my	first	 bass	 on	 a	 14-
year cicada he plucked from a tree 
and put on my hook.  I am to this 
day convinced that bass came out of 
the water even before my bait had 
landed.  That’s not to say my mom 
didn’t have a hand in it too.  She was a 
schoolteacher so she had the summers 

off and would take my brother and I to 
nearby parks and pick up a bucket of 
chicken	on	the	way	so	we	could	fish	
and have a picnic.  Family camping 
trips also conjure up found memories 
of the outdoors.  There are few things 
in life more enjoyable as a kid than 
sitting	 around	 a	 campfire	 with	 the	
stars above you while you roast 
marshmallows and make smores.  
 Hunting inspiration came in 
the	 form	of	my	first	BB	gun.	 	There	
wasn’t a sparrow in the county that 
didn’t	have	one	of	my	BB’s	flung	at	
it.	 	 I	 learned	a	 lot	 from	 that	first	BB	

A happy father and daughter after 
spending an afternoon in search of bushy 

tails.  Smiles are key with the younger 
ones, keep it light and fun.

You don’t always have to be out shooting 
something to get a kid hooked on the outdoors.  

Taking them out on your fishing boat or for a 
swim at the local lake may be all it takes to get 

them heading in the right direction.
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Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated Managing Broker • Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573 • Office: 309-343-1186

1127 Knox Rd 2400 N.
Oneida, IL 61467

$499,000
MLS #CA999771

One of a kind investment opportunity 
available now! Oneida Senior Living 
is fully rented and ready to bring you 

a profit! Locally built in 2008! 
4 total units all offering 2 BR.

1875 Knox Rd 900 E.
Galesburg, IL 61401

$899,900
MLS # CA1001474

Phenomenal property offering many 
outbuildings and an impressive home 

providing over 7000 square feet of living space 
with 5BR and 4BA! 

A multitude of possibilities here!

NEW PRICE!

gun.  First and foremost, gun safety 
was instilled deeply from the onset 
which I still carry with me today.  
Second, learning how to quietly stalk 
my prey and take careful aim has 
become an invaluable tool to me over 
the years.  My next progression came 
in the form of an archery club at my 
middle school.  This infected me with 
the bow hunting bug at a young age 
and I haven’t lost it yet.  My parents 
soon took me to the local sporting 
goods store where I was equipped 
with	 my	 first	 compound	 bow	 and	 a	
paper target with a picture of a ground 
hog on it.  Throughout the years I 
learned a tremendous amount about 
hunting, most of which came the hard 
way through trial and error.  But with 
supportive parents and a strong bond 
with some other likeminded youths 
I	 spent	 many	 days	 afield	 living	 and	
learning about the outdoors and the 
bounty of game it provided.  
 Since that time, I have been 
fortunate enough to hunt game in 
eight different states and am planning 
to add a ninth this fall.  I have amassed 
quite a collection of skulls and antlers 
that adorn my basement walls and am 

really enjoying the culinary aspect 
of game meat.  However, it’s now 
my time to give back and be that 
inspiration for someone else and I urge 
you to do the same. As the father of 
two young girls, I have the pleasure of 
not only introducing two youngsters 
to the sport but also two females.  
Both of which are imperative to the 
future of hunting.  I have read many 
articles on the right and wrong way 
to get children interested in hunting 
and shooting.  All of which provided 

valuable insight, but I feel the biggest 
travesty would be to do nothing to 
expand our numbers.  Honestly, up to 
this point everything I have done with 
my daughters related to hunting and 
fishing	has	been	fun	for	all	parties	and	
probably means more to me at this 
point than they’ll ever know. 
 I started by easing into it and 
just planting the seed.  Before my 
daughter could talk in complete 
sentences, we would get up early on 
Sat and Sun morning and sit in my 

chair watching hunting shows on 
TV.  We would practice identifying 
“buck” or “doe” and making turkey 
gobbles with our mouths.  She thrived 
off my excitement and soon we were 
distinguishing between deer, elk, 
moose, and bear.   We were having 
a blast!  As she continued to grow 
our activities moved to the creek 
in our front yard where she would 
splash around and explore.  Walks 
in the woods together really peaked 
an interest and I knew I was getting 

1545 Cottonwood Ct., Victoria, IL 61485
$109,900

40 ACRES OF LAKES & TRAILS (YEARLY FEE)
Rather a weekend getaway or year-round living you can fish, swim, boat, 

hike, relax, & enjoy nature. Lakes are stocked with crappie, bluegill, bass and 
bullheads. Oak Run Golf Course is only 3 miles away. Recent 

Improvements include: metal roof, windows, remodeled kitchen & bath.

Tee Rynerson
Broker

309-264-5353 • teebug@grics.net
2209 Broadway Street, Pekin, IL 61554

Just a simple hike in the woods is a great way to start introducing 
kids to nature and basic woodsmanship.

Involving others in all aspects of the hunt, including the 
butchering, helps them to understand the process as a whole.  

It doesn’t stop at the shot.  It ends at the table.
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somewhere.  Next it was making 
sure she got to see whatever game I 
brought home and touch and feel it.  
She would join me in the barn while 
I butchered the animals and ask 
question after question.  At one point 
since she was too young to handle a 
knife, she insisted on pulling meat 
off the carcass by hand in an effort to 
help in the process.  I couldn’t have 
been prouder!  
 Finally, she reached an age where 
I	 felt	 she	 could	 join	me	 on	 her	 first	
deer hunt.  I made sure it wasn’t going 
to be too cold and hyped the trip up for 
a week.  I warned her that we would 
need to get up early and eat a hearty 
breakfast so we would have enough 
energy on the hunt.  I have never 
seen her eat her oatmeal so fast.  She 
insisted on having her face painted 
in	 camo	 and	 finally	 we	 were	 ready	
to go.  She was still and quiet for all 
of	five	minutes.		But	you	know	what,	
that was OK.  We watched the birds 
and squirrels, and I pointed out the 
oak trees and how the deer liked to eat 
acorns, and oh ya we even saw a couple 

deer.  It was a wonderful moment in 
my life.  I can only hope that someday 
she’ll look back and remember it as 
fondly as I do.  She of course now has 
a Red Ryder BB gun that we sit and 
shoot empty cans with and this past 
summer she was presented with her 
first	bow	so	we	can	practice	together.		
I invested in a pair of earmuffs for her 
and took her dove hunting this past 
fall.  This was a big hit. I would highly 
recommend a similar type of hunt to 
take a youngster along on.  Lots of 
action, you don’t have to be real quiet, 
and the temps are moderate, all key 
factors in keeping them interested.  
She joined me in the deer blind this 
year again and although we didn’t 
walk away with a whitetail we did 
walk away with smiles.  Just make 
sure you take plenty of snacks…
oops…I didn’t bring snacks and heard 
the infamous words, “I’m hungry”.  I 
managed to hold her off for a while 
but eventually in the spirit of keeping 
things fun we headed home for a big 
breakfast.  I also snuck in a couple 
squirrel hunts this year late in the 
season just as another excuse to spend 
some time together outdoors.  This 

helped introduce her 
to the act of stalking 
and being aware of her 
surroundings.  Plus, we 
were successful and 
I of course had to fry 
squirrel that night for 
supper.  Just remember 
to keep it fun, don’t 
stay out too long, 
have some drinks and 
snacks, and don’t sweat 
the small stuff, and oh 
yes keep it fun.
 While this article 
primarily focused on 
the youth it is never 
too late to be a mentor 
and introduce someone to hunting at 
any age.  I read several articles over 
the course of the year of people just 
getting started hunting in their twenties 
or thirties and couldn’t be more excited 
for them.  Or perhaps someone hunted 
when they were younger and just need 
a little boost to get them going again.  
We owe it to the sport to do our best to 
ensure its longevity through energizing 
others.  Not only can this be done on 
an individual level but through various 

groups or local conservation/sporting 
clubs.  The group I am a member of 
holds	a	fishing	rodeo	each	summer	and	
sponsors a hunter safety course each 
fall to hopefully kick off a lifetime of 
adventure in the outdoors.  So do us all 
a favor and share your love of nature, 
shooting,	 hunting,	 and	 fishing	 with	
someone this year.  It just may turn into 
some of the best memories you’ve ever 
made, for both you and them!

 NEW START TIME FOR 
THURSDAY BUY IT NOW 

STARTS ON 
THURSDAY @ 2PM on all 

non-cataloged items! 
BLOW OUT FIRE SALES 

STARTS AT 4PM!

Friday, October 2nd
BIG ANTLER AUCTION

BUY IT NOW starts THURSDAY
at 5pm on ALL non cataloged items!

All unmounted antler sales on Friday 
including trophy sheds & racks as well 
as poundage and craft grade antler 

whitetail, moose, elk and fallow. Great 
Selection of big mounted deer heads

Trophy & Poundage!! Our Sales 
Average 6-8 Tons Collectively.

TAXIDERMY & DECOR
AUCTION

Taxidermy Mounts from 
North America & around the world. 

Oddities, curiosities and more. 
Tanned furs, fish mounts, rustic décor, 

log furniture & log home décor, 
antler lighting and more.

GUN & SPORTING
GOODS AUCTION

Starting with guns (our sales have 
averaged around 200 guns) vintage 

& collectible sporting goods, 
boats, canoes, 4-wheelers & outdoor 

fun items, antique americana, old 
west, cowboy collectibles, & Native 

American artifacts and more!

Saturday, October 3rd Sunday, October 4th

ONLINE 

BIDDING 

AVAILABLE! A Public Consignment Auction
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Jackson County Fairgrounds
1212 East Quarry Street • Maquoketa, Iowa

Future Investments . . . cont.

Here my daughter participated in a local sportsman’s groups 
outdoor day.  Many fine outdoors people were there helping 

to expose kids to the outdoor lifestyle. If you have the chance 
I suggest you get involved in similar activities in your area.
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IDNR, CITY OF SPRINGFIELD PARTNER TO CURB 
LAKE SPRINGFIELD DEER POPULATION

Food banks to benefit in harvests.

SPRINGFIELD, IL - The City of 
Springfield’s	 City	 Water,	 Light	 and	
Power (CWLP), with assistance from 
the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR), this year will 
begin allowing archery deer hunting 
on	 specific	 properties	 around	 Lake	
Springfield	 to	 lower	 the	overpopulated	
white-tailed deer herd. 
 “On the 4,300 acres of marginal 
land	 around	 Lake	 Springfield	 the	
utility not only strives to take steps to 
protect our water supply and  natural 
wildlife areas, but to also to balance 
the needs for public use as a regional 
recreational destination with the 
residential use of our properties,” said 
CWLP Water Division Manager Todd 
LaFountain. “With the deer population 
steadily increasing and at numbers 
over the recommended density, we’re 
seeing the negative impacts in the form 
of increasing deer/car accidents, as 

well as low quality vegetation, which 
is why we’ve sought assistance of 
IDNR through the Illinois Recreational 
Access Program.”  
 Past deer population research 
shows a density of 15-20 deer per 
square mile is often consistent with 
maintaining healthy native plant 
communities; a 2021 aerial survey 
of the deer population around Lake 
Springfield	 revealed	 an	 average	 of	 77	
deer per square mile. After working 
with wildlife professionals from the 
IDNR to review options, controlled 
archery	 deer	 hunting	 in	 specific	 areas	
was determined to be the best course of 
action to decrease the population over a 
period of time.
			 “City	 officials	 asked	 us	 about	
a number of options to help control 
the deer population around Lake 
Springfield,	 but	 in	 the	 end,	 archery	
hunting	provided	the	best	fit	because	it	
provided a long-term and cost-effective 
solution to the problem,” said Tammy 

Miller, Special Programs Manager, 
IDNR. “Other options, including 
sterilization and relocation, offered 
only	a	short-term	fix,	would	have	been	
a burden to taxpayers or were not 
approved for use in Illinois.” 
 Instead, IDNR’s Illinois 
Recreational Access Program (IRAP) 
will help the city place experienced 
archery deer hunters on selected sites 
around	Lake	Springfield.		
 “Over the past 18 months, IRAP 
staff have conducted multiple site visits 
to choose the safest sites near the lake 
in the areas with higher deer numbers,” 
Miller said. “Five areas were chosen for 
the	first	year	of	the	program	with	plans	
to increase the number of areas in the 
future as needed.” 
 Archery deer hunting will take place 
throughout October 2021 and Dec. 16-
31, 2021. Hunters must apply online for 
one of three available hunting periods. 
Successful applicants must harvest a 
doe	first	and	then	can	harvest	as	many	

deer for which they have archery deer 
permits. CWLP is encouraging hunters 
to donate their harvested deer to the 
Springfield	food	bank	and	will	pay	the	
$50 hunter portion of the processing fee 
for	the	first	60	deer	donated.	
 “We’re pleased to work with Illinois 
hunters, Turasky Meats, and the Farmers 
and Hunters Feeding the Hungry 
program to cover the processing fee for 
the	first	 60	 deer	 donated,”	LaFountain	
said. “Just one deer can provide up to 
200 meals for area residents in need.” 
	 Lake	Springfield	controlled	archery	
deer hunting is available for experienced 
bow hunters who reside in Sangamon 
County or surrounding counties of 
Macoupin, Morgan, Menard, Logan, 
Macon, Montgomery, and Christian. 
Applications are available online 
through the IRAP website at https://
www2.illinois.gov/dnr/conservation/
IRAP/Pages/default.aspx  and will be 
accepted until 5:00 p.m. Aug. 13, 2021.
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BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries

ILLINOIS BOWFISHING OPEN
 Last month the BAI held the 
inaugural Illinois Open. The open 
allows	bowfishers	to	travel	and	fish	all	
public waters across the state instead 
of a single lake or river. This eliminates 
fishing	pressure	 on	 any	 single	fishery	
and	 let’s	 participants	 fish	waters	 they	
are most familiar with. Three check 
in stations were set up in the north, 
central and south areas of Illinois.
 Unfortunately, we picked a day 
where rain covered most of the state, 

lowering attendance.
 Challenging conditions bring 
out	 the	 best	 bowfishers	 and	 some	
excellent	fish	were	harvested	including	
a common carp that was only one-half 
pound under the state record.
	 The	Northern	teams	took	both	first	
and second place with team Weekend 
Reamers, Ryan Aichele and Tristan 
Justice, winning the Big 15 with 299 
pounds of common carp. Team Illinois 
Assassins took second place and 
Tristan	Justice	won	big	fish.	
 We look forward to growing this 
tournament and already have some 
new ideas in place for next year.

SELLERS’ MARKET, BEST TIME TO SELL! INVENTORY IS EXTREMELY LOW! CALL US TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY TODAY!

4085 Delavan Road, Delavan, IL 
$499,900

2719 N. Linn, Peoria, IL
$74,900

400 N. Kathleen Street, Stanford, IL 
$139,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

502 NE Jefferson, Peoria, IL
$160,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

NE Adams St., Peoria, IL 61602
$269,900

COMMERCIAL LOT

216 N. Ohio Ave, Morton, IL
$199,900

PENDING

310 W. Olive, Minier, IL
$129,900

PENDING

Gaye Lynn Green
Designated Managing Broker/Realtor®

Morton Office: 105 W. Adams St., Morton, IL 61550
Tremont Office: 22200 State Rt. 9, Tremont, IL 61568

WEB: www.gayelynngreen.sunflowerhomes.info.com
EMAIL: gayelynngreen@gmail.com • CELL: 309.657.1774

Allan Green: Realtor (309) 657-7551

MORE LAKE STOREY INFO
 We have had many questions 
regarding Lake Storey in Galesburg 
after running an article about it, so we 
contacted the parks department for 
more detailed information.  Here are 
some things you need to know.
1) Lake closes at midnight. 
2)	Bowfishing	is	allowed.
3)  No large motors. Trolling motor 

only. 
4)  We will be able to get special permits 

for overnight tournaments beyond 
the normal closing times.

5)  Water levels are dropped over 5ft 
after Labor Day. Perfect time for big 
fish	 and	 small	 portable	 boats	 and	
canoes.

6) Tent and RV camping is available.
7)  Boaters must stay outside the roped 

off beach area.

 All from the town I’ve talked with 
are very helpful nice people who think 
Bowfishing	 sounds	 great!	 There	 are	
good hotels and restaurants close by 
for anyone visiting from out of state. 
We will be setting up a post Labor Day 
shoot during the draw down so keep an 
eye on the BAI Facebook pages.

MORE ANTI BOWFISHING 
 Recently we have seen a large 
uptick	 in	 anti-bowfishing	 rhetoric	 and	
demands	 on	 our	 fisheries	 divisions	
across the nation by groups who believe 
gar and carp should be catch and 
release and not harvested by bow. The 
same people and groups have harassed 
bowfishers	 on	 our	 Facebook	 pages	

6 Scarborough, Mackinaw, IL
$22,500

BEAUTIFUL LEVEL LOT
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and groups. Even scientists posed as 
bowfishers	to	gain	access	to	our	private	
club pages in order to take screen shots 
of our posts and activities. While you 
may	not	bowfish	you	must	realize	that	
your outdoor sport may be next. 
 Several people including biologists 
working in universities who do not 
want gar harmed pushed and helped 
pass legislation in Minnesota that 
calls for limits on gar harvests. This 
is in a state that like Illinois allows 
commercial harvest of gar and buffalo. 
Buffalo are another species these 
people and groups demand limits on. 
 The	 Minnesota	 fisheries	 division	
admitted they had no idea of gar 
populations and said studies needed to 
be done. But instead of using science 
those pushing for limits turned to the 
politicians. Legislation was brought 
forward and passed on a party line 
with all Democrats voting for it and 
Republicans saying more studies were 
needed. The question is do we really want 
politicians making laws and regulations 
instead	of	the	experts	in	the	fisheries	or	
game departments?  How many of these 
politicians	actually	fish	or	hunt? 
 These so-called scientists slapped 
the	 experts	 we	 hire	 to	 monitor	 fish	
populations and set regulations in the 
face by using politicians to get their way. 
It was a devastating precedent setting 
action that will allow politicians and 
not game departments to set regulations 
based on emotions instead of science. 
Will the next group twist politicians’ 
arms to end dove hunting for no reason 
other than they are pretty birds? Will 
reptile enthusiasts get politicians to end 
frog and turtle hunting because they like 
to collect them as pets? All are possible 
since scientists set the precedent in 
Minnesota. 
 The BAI welcomes limits of any 
native	 fish	 if	 and	 when	 the	 IDNR	
fisheries	 biologists	 have	 studied	 the	
population and see a decrease or 
impact	 from	 all	 manner	 of	 fishing	
including catch and release which 

The Pinnacle at Lake Wee-Ma-Tuk. Lake frontage, Recreational Lake, 
fishing, swimming, boating & water skiing & jet skiing. Lots of beautiful trees 

on this property. The Pinnacles is served by public water, natural gas, 
high speed internet. Property is fenced, paved roads, curb & gutters and 

beautifully landscaped. Enjoy breathtaking setting for recreation & relaxation. 
This property has 10 acres. Owner wants to sell the entire tract, all together. 

Fenced area has 8, 1 acre wooded lots. Road to boat slips on big lake.
6 Boats Slips On Lake Wee-Ma-Tuk

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

has	 been	 shown	 to	 kill	 many	 fish	
and commercial harvests. We also 
recommend	 bowfishers	 never	 kill	
native	fish	if	they	are	not	going	to	eat	
them unless there is an over population 
in	 the	 waters	 they	 fish,	 and	 culling	
would	be	beneficial	to	the	waters.	Gar	
and	 buffalo	 are	 excellent	 fish	 for	 the	
table and should never be wasted. 

THE INNERLOC IS BACK!
 On August 21st the BAI will 
hold the Innerloc State Champ 
Championship on the Illinois River! 
This year we will have a big 15 
championship and will offer free 
prizes	 for	 all	 fish	 species	 including	
Innerloc	Arrows,	Bowfishing	Extreme	
gift cards, Shureshot Arrows, Florida 
bowfishing	 trips	 and	 much	 more.	
$35 per shooter is all it costs and that 
includes a gourmet smoked food BBQ 
lunch!	 Contact	 us	 at	 baibowfishing@
yahoo.com for more info!

PAN SEARED GRASS CARP AND 
ASPARAGUS!
 A quick easy way to make any 
rough	fish	is	pan	searing.	Pair	the	fish	
with pan roasted asparagus and you’ll 
have a 15-minute meal that all will 
love.	 First	 cut	 fish	 into	 serving	 size	
boneless pieces and season generously 
with salt and pepper. Get a grill pan 
hot and add a tablespoon of olive oil 
to	 coat.	 Add	 the	 fish	 and	 cook	 for	
a couple minutes without moving. 
When	browned	nicely	flip	and	do	 the	
same on the other side. When just a 
out done add a tablespoon or more of 
butter	 to	the	pan	and	sprinkle	the	fish	
with chopped fresh thyme and lemon 
juice. At the same time in another pan 
season asparagus generously with salt 
and pepper and grill on high heat in a 
couple tablespoons of olive oil until 
done.		Serve	fish	on	top	of	asparagus.	
Enjoy your catch!!

E. MISHI-NAMA, CUBA, IL 61427
$250,000
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through the skies, just like the aerial 
dog	 fights	 from	 WWI	 and	 WWII.	
For those seeking a similar, but less 
daring adventure, an open cockpit ride 
with Robert Preston is just the ticket! 
Treat yourself to a once in a lifetime 
opportunity, experiencing the fresh air 
in a WWII era Boeing Stearman. 
 Day two starts with the Ribbon 
Cutting and Dedication of the 
International Stearman Community 
Center	and	 is	 followed	up	with	a	fly-
over of the Galesburg Labor Day 
Parade. In addition to the legendary 
Stearman, the iconic Budweiser 
Clydesdales will be leading the Labor 
Day Parade and be on display at 
the airport throughout the week, for 
viewing pleasure of all visitors. 
 The week continues with seminars, 
contests, and displays. B25 Mitchell 

50TH ANNUAL NATIONAL STEARMAN 
FLY-IN, SEPTEMBER 6-11, 2021 IN 
GALESBURG, IL

 The largest gathering of Stearman 
planes since WWII will be in Galesburg, 
IL, September 6-11, celebrating the 
50th National Stearman Fly-In! The 
Golden Anniversary takes place at the 
Galesburg Municipal Airport (GBG), 
which now provides a permanent 
home for the National Stearman Fly-
In, as well as the Stearman Foundation. 
The hangar facility will serve as a year-
round home to the world community of 
Stearman owners, pilots, enthusiasts, 
historians, and future caretakers of the 
legendary aircraft.  
 The week long experience begins 
Sunday, September 5th with biplane 
rides, including biplane aerobatics 
with David Brown. For daring 
passengers, the thrill ride will have you 
diving, climbing, rolling, and looping 

Bomber, from EAA, Oshkosh, WI will be on the 
ground to view September 8-11, while a CH-47 
Chinook Cargo Helicopter from the Peoria Aviation 
Support facility can be viewed September 10th and 
11th. On Thursday, in remembrance of 9/11, Colonel 
Tillman, pilot in command of Air Force One on 
September 11, 2001, will be speaking in a seminar 
respectfully named “Remembering 9/11/2001.” The 
talk takes place at 6:00 p.m. at the International 
Stearman Community Center and is open to pilots as 
well as the public. 
 Throughout the entirety of the week-long 
celebration, activities are planned for all ages. From 
narrated	 tram	 rides	 to	 fun	 flying,	 buddy	 hobs,	 and	
hangar	flying,	to	a	poker	run	and	silent	auction,	there	
is plenty for plane enthusiasts, outdoor adventurers, 
and anyone in between to enjoy the sights, sounds, and 
thrills the 50th annual National Stearman Fly-In. For a 
complete list of scheduled events and information, visit 
www.stearmanflyin.com.



August 2021 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  99

TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE 
AUCTION SERVICE 618-559-5082 OR 
EMAIL JOLEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM

LARGE OR SMALL YOUR AUCTION DESERVES A GOOD CALL!!

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM 
OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 

ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

CLYDE BASSEN 
ESTATE AUCTION

SATURDAY, AUG. 7TH AT 9:00AM
AUCTION HELD AT 6808 BASSEN RD, CENTRALIA, IL

MULTIPLE ESTATE 
& PERSONAL 

PROPERTY AUCTION
SATURDAY, AUG. 14TH AT 9:00AM

AUCTION HELD AT LEHDE AUCTION FACILTIY, 
289 SOUTH ILLINOIS ST., ADDIEVILLE, IL 62214

FEDERAL DUCK STAMPS FOR 
2021-22 SEASON ON SALE NOW
MEMPHIS, Tennessee - The 2021-
22 Federal Duck Stamp went on sale 
Friday, June 25. The stamps, which 
cost $25 and raise about $40 million for 
conservation each year, are valid from 
July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022.
 Purchased by millions of 
waterfowl hunters, wildlife enthusiasts 
and stamp collectors every year, duck 
stamps provide critical funding to 
purchase and protect wetlands and 
associated habitat for ducks, geese 
and other wildlife species.
 “The Federal Duck Stamp is one 
of the many ways hunters, anglers 
and outdoor enthusiasts contribute to 
conserving and protecting America’s 
waterfowl and wetlands. Whether 
you’re an avid waterfowl hunter, a 
birder, conservation enthusiast or a 
collector, you should support this 
vital program by purchasing a Duck 
Stamp,” said Ducks Unlimited CEO 
Adam Putnam. “Of every dollar spent 
on a Federal Duck Stamp, 98 cents of 
the purchase is used by our friends 
at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to acquire and protect waterfowl 
habitat. The First Day of Sale is our 
opportunity to celebrate another great 
season and say thank you to all those 
supporting and delivering wildlife 
conservation through their purchase 
of a duck stamp each year.”
 The 2021-22 Federal Duck 
Stamp features a single lesser scaup 
drake painted by Richard Clifton of 
Milford, Del.
 A pair of hooded mergansers, 
painted by 18-year-old Margaret 
McMullen of Kansas, will grace the 
2021-22 Junior Duck Stamp, which 
raises funds to educate and engage 
our nation’s youth in wildlife and 
wetlands conservation and outdoor 
recreation. More than 3,000 junior 
duck stamps are sold annually for $5 
each to help promote conservation 
education through art.
 The duck stamp, more formally 
known as the Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamp, dates back 
to 1934. Since then, the program has 
raised more than $1 billion to help 
acquire and protect more than six 

million acres of habitat in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System.
 By purchasing Federal Duck 
Stamps and supporting Ducks 
Unlimited (DU), waterfowl hunters 
and other conservationists help ensure 
that farmers and ranchers can protect 
threatened wetlands and grasslands 
on working lands, which is essential 
to sustaining healthy waterfowl 
populations.
 Ducks Unlimited has conserved, 
protected and restored more than 15 
million acres – or more than 23,000 
square miles – of habitat in North 
America. The impressive number 
could not have been reached without 
the tireless efforts of millions of DU 
supporters, volunteers, partners and 
staff members who have been a part of 
the organization over the past 84 years.
 Waterfowl hunters age 16 and 
older are required to purchase and carry 
a duck stamp while hunting. A duck 
stamp also provides free admission to 
national wildlife refuges (NWRs) that 
are open to the public. Duck stamps 
are	sold	at	post	offices	nationwide	and	
at many NWRs and sporting goods 
stores. Electronic versions of the duck 
stamp can also be purchased online. 
Click here for more information.

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the world’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to conserving North 
America’s continually disappearing 
waterfowl habitats. Established 
in 1937, Ducks Unlimited has 
conserved more than 15 million 
acres thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided by 
science and dedicated to program 
efficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to fill 
the skies with waterfowl today, 
tomorrow and forever. For more 
information on our work, visit 
www.ducks.org.
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(217) 386-4220

VISIT FARMANDLAKEHOUSES.COM
Central IllInoIs’ #1 speCIalIst for mInI farms, log CabIns & lake homes.

*ExcEllEncE in cliEnt SErvicE AwArd winnEr from GooGlE/HomESnAp 2019
*HomEliGHt top AGEntS 2019 * BESt AGEnt winnEr 2020

*rEcord BrEAkinG SAlES YEArS 2019, 2020

Jerry Grodesky – Designated Managing Broker

Call for a FREE Market Analysis of Your Property

30 
YearsExperience

Morrison, IL. Versatile mini farm! Ranch with basement & 3 car garage on 5 acres with 50x50 machine shed for $360,000. With 32 acres 
consisting of pasture, tillable acreage & 3 stocked ponds $530,000. The house with 1 acre can be purchased for $310,000. Main floor has open air 

kitchen, dinette, LR & huge sunroom. Master bedroom has a Jack n Jill bathroom. 5th bedroom great for den or office. LL has 2 bedrooms, 
FR, bathroom & 2nd kitchen (egress window can be added). Roof 3 years old. New HWH. Circuit breakers. Well & septic. 8-man jacuzzi. 

Central air & propane furnace. Ideal for horse or nature lover, cattle farmer, gardener, weekend getaway or retiree!

Oglesby, IL. $525,000 Bordering Matthiessen State Park on 3 sides, this 10.45 Acre Country Estate is currently being used as a B&B! 
This beautiful Victorian built in 1996 is being sold as a home but is ideal for a wedding/ event destination, B&B, restaurant/ Inn or personal 

residence. (An additional $75,000 buys the business, client list, all furnishings, etc.) 9 custom suites with locale appropriate furnishings & artwork, 
seasonal fireplaces, & separate baths, most with Jacuzzi tubs- are the showcase of this home! Chefs will love the full-sized commercial SS 

kitchen with walk-in cooler. Also of note: a casual breakfast room with serving counter, a dining area/library with BI bookshelves, gathering room 
with wet bar, office, basement with exterior stairs, 2 staircases up & plenty of storage rooms. Ornate mahogany woodwork, french doors to decks, 

zoned heating & cooling, multiple HWW’s, central vac- all add to this intriguing home. Outside, one can enjoy the herb garden, Elderberry bush 
orchard, prairie grass mediation maze & gazebo. Parking accommodates about 20 cars. Shared drive. As part of a larger parcel, it is currently being 
resurveyed & reassessed (taxes lower). Enjoy all the hiking, rafting & miles of equestrian trails just out your back door! Mins to Starved Rock State 

Park. Perfect for the large family needing a sizeable home or one that wants to continue a valued business as an Inn (P&L statement available)! 
Adjacent owner residence 3 bedrooms/ 2.5 bath, unfinished basement. & 30x50 garage on 3.78 Acres also available for $285,000

MORRISON FARM

OGLESBY B&B
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888-311-LAND

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED!
 Great Time to Sell Your Farm, Hunting Land, Lake 

Property or Recreational Land! Properties are Selling Fast!
 Call Cabot Benton at 217-371-2598 to discuss 

more about being a part of our great team.

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

JIM FORDONSKI
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jfordonski@legacylandco.com
630-441-5242

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Land Specialist/Agent Georgia

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

SKYLER PENCE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
spence@legacylandco.com

309-333-7404

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 9 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences • ListHub
Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com

Check out our website for over 100 new listings!

Looking for Experienced Agents in Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and Colorado



CHAUTAUQUA 
- THE LAKE, THE 
COUNTY, THE 
INSTITUTION
 I was dragging a tube jig through 
the rocks on the bottom of Chautauqua 
Lake in western New York. As had 
happened several times before, the 
jig caught on a rock or something and 
stopped. I popped the rod tip a couple 
times to see if it would come loose.  

 I don’t know if it bounced off the 
rock	 and	 a	 fish	 hit	 the	 lure,	 or	 if	 the	
fish	 had	 actually	 stopped	my	 jig	 and	
it just felt like it had hung on a rock. 
Whichever, something immediately 
began peeling the six-pound test line off 
the reel. We had already boated several 
four-pound	 smallmouth	 and	 one	 five	
pounder. Was this an even bigger bass?  
Or possibly a huge walleye? It would 
be a couple minutes before I knew.
 Early May found my wife, 
Susie, and me on the grounds of the 
Chautauqua Institute, my third trip 
to this facility in six years. I was 
attending a function of the Association 
of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers called 
Cast & Blast.  Ten writers from the 
organization	were	selected	to	fish	this	
lake and other nearby waters, while 
ten other writers were picked to go on 
a local turkey hunt.  I was one of the 
lucky anglers selected.
 To make this outing even more 
attractive to us scribes, some national 
manufacturers were supplying the use 
of their products for the event and their 
reps were there to show us the proper 
way to utilize the equipment.  Some of 
the sponsors were Aqua Vu, Birchwood-
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By Rich Creason

This musky was taken on light tackle 
fishing for smallmouth on Chautauqua Lake 

in western New York.

803 W. Pioneer Parkway • Peoria, IL 61615
Cell 309-657-8182

bmonge@maloofrealty.com
www.brianmonge.com

17532 N. RIVER ROAD, 
CHILLICOTHE, IL 61523 - $149,900

816 N. MAXWELL ROAD
PEORIA, IL 61604 - $79,900

7020 N. ROCKVALE DRIVE, 
PEORIA, IL 61614 - $184,900

148 RUE VUE DU LAC
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611 - $575,000

3105 N. PROSPECT ROAD
PEORIA, IL 61603 - $79,900

135 FAWN HAVEN
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611- $449,900

612 W. TETON DRIVE
PEORIA, IL 61614 - $114,900

Casey, Carbon X Rods, Hawke Sport 
Optics, Hobie Kayaks, Humminbird/
Lakemaster, Mossy Oak, Oakridge Game 
Calls, Plano-Synergy (Frabill/Plano/
Tenzing), Real Avid, Shimano, Starkey 
Hearing Technologies, ThermaCELL, 
and Browning/Winchester.
 Our event hosts included 
Andrew Nixon of the Chautauqua 
County Visitors Bureau, (Nixon@
tourchautauqua.com), the brain behind 
all the details for this function. He can 
also be found at www.tourchautauqua.
com.  Carley Davis, (cdavis@ciweb.
org, www.athenaeum-hotel.com) was 
our Lodging Host at the Chautauqua 
Institution/Athenaeum Hotel.
 The Chautauqua Institution sits 
on 750 acres of ground.  The hotel 
was built in 1881 and most of the 
houses on the property look like 
they date from that period. Rooms 
can be booked with or without meals 
included in the Heirloom Restaurant 
in the summer.  The institution hosts 
about ten weeks of arts, education, 
concerts, lectures and more.  During 
the spring and fall, the hotel caters to 
conferences, weddings and special 
events. Nearby attractions include 

the Roger Tory Peterson Institute 
of Natural History, many wineries 
and vineyards, and the hometown of 
Lucille Ball.  We also had a great meal 
at Andriaccio’s Italian Restaurant.
 Chautauqua County ranks number 
seven of 63 counties in New York in 
the	 total	hunting	and	fishing	 licenses	
sold as of August 2013.  The county 
has consistently ranked number one 
in spring turkey kill since 2004 with 
over 1,000 birds taken in 2013.  Great 
figures	if	you	are	planning	an	out	of-
state	turkey	hunt.	While	these	figures	
are several years old, I am told the 
numbers are still this high.
 Chautauqua county is host to 
five	 different	 bodies	 of	water—Lake	

 OVER 4,000 FINISHED SQ. FT. BEAUTIFUL 15 ACRE SETTING GORGEOUS RIVER VIEWS

MOVE-IN READYCOMMERCIAL BUILDING3 BEDROOMS

DUNLAP SCHOOLS
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Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

40 ± ACRES MASON COUNTY
AUCTION SEPTEMBER 1ST
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PENDING

PENDING
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12928 SR 78, MATANZA
PENDING

12984 SR 78, MATANZA
PENDING

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Erie, Chautauqua Lake, Cassadaga, 
Finley and Bear Lakes.  Erie is the 
third	most	fished	body	of	water	in	NY	
and Chautauqua Lake is sixth.  The 
county ranks fourth in total angler 
expenditures.  Obviously, this county 
caters	to	hunters	and	fishermen.
 The turkey hunters were 
scheduled to go out early and return 
in the afternoon or after they bagged 
their bird.  A 3:30 AM breakfast and 
a box lunch to go would hopefully get 
them through until the evening meal.
	 The	 fishermen	 would	 go	 with	 a	
different guide in the morning and 
afternoon and try for whatever they 
wanted, or their captain suggested.  
Options were perch, crappie (nine 
inch minimum), or bass (largemouth 
or	 smallmouth)	 using	 only	 artificial	

lures.  The bass were catch and release 
only during the period we were there.  
Walleye were also in season with an 
18-inch minimum length and a limit 
of three at that time. 
	 	 	 The	 first	 day,	 I	 went	 out	 for	
mostly crappie, with a few perch, 
bass,	and	a	nice	catfish	thrown	into	the	
mix.  Our afternoon boat encountered 
engine problems and our guide had to 
call for a boat tow.  No big problem.  
We	 continued	 fishing	 around	 docks	
and other structure using the trolling 
motor and just switched to the other 
boat when it arrived.
 The next day, Mike Spery was 
the guide who volunteered his time to 
take out two of us writers.  Mike has 
been guiding this area since 2006 and 
fishes’	 various	 tournaments	 on	 this	

lake.  He put us on several reefs and 
some	rocky	bays	to	fish	for	bass.		We	
caught a nice bunch of smallmouth 
with a few largemouth thrown in. 
	 I	was	supposed	to	fish	Lake	Erie	
for huge smallmouth one day. (By 
huge,	I	mean	five	to	seven	pounders!)		
Unfortunately, the east end of Erie 
was still iced over, and the charter 
boats couldn’t get out.  This was early 
May.  So, the afternoon of the second 
day,	I	was	assigned	to	fish	out	of	the	
Hobie kayaks.  These things are neat.  
The	 first	 time	 I	 fished	 from	 one	 of	
these was in the current of the lower 
Niagara River.  I have pedaled them 
several times since. (That’s right.  I 
said pedaled.)  Hobie’s have pedals 
similar to a bicycle.  This leaves 
both hands free to throw a lure, take 
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pictures, etc. while still being in 
control of the craft. The wind had 
picked up in the afternoon, but I had 
no problem casting the dropoff and 
around the docks.
 The last morning found me 
dragging the tube lure across the rocks 
for	bass.		(Remember	the	first	paragraph	
of	 this	 story?)	 As	 the	 unknown	 fish	
began stripping line from the reel, I 
just held on, waiting for the run to stop.  
Then I began putting line back onto the 
spool.	 	As	 the	fish	finally	approached	
the boat, Tim Creighton, our guide for 
the morning hollered, “It’s a musky!”  
Which created a problem. Actually, 
several problems.
	 When	 I	 finally	 brought	 it	 to	 the	

Continued on page 108

One of many great smallmouth bass we 
have taken on Chautauqua and Lake Erie.

These are the pedals used to propel the 
Hobie kayak. I think it’s easier than paddling.

We weren’t the only one looking for a 
fish dinner on Lake Erie.

The author and wife relaxing after a great 
day fishing on Lake Erie.

VIRGIL & DELORIS ROBISON
ESTATE AUCTION

Cal Kaufman 309-696-9019 • Brent Schmidgall 309-202-8378
SEE Details at www.brentschmidgallauction.com 

or www.topauctions24-7.com

LLC
AUCTIONS

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14 @ 9:00 A.M. 
(REAL ESTATE SELLS APPROX. 11:00)
Auction Location: 305 W. 2nd Street Delavan, IL 61734

Furniture and Household Items, Collectibles and Antiques, Appliances, 
Toys, Cast iron, Lawn & Garden Tools, Fishing, Ammo, Guns

On the same day Becky & Kevin Kendregan will be offering their lot at 
auction, located @ West First Street, Lot size Approx. 140’x300’ +/-

S&K Auctions LLC Real Estate Auctioneer: Cal Kaufman
7526 Old State Rt. 121, Hopedale, IL (Exit #19 off I-155)
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ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
STATE ROUTE 160, HIGHLAND, IL 62249
77  tillable acres Being offered at online auction in two tracts.

Bidding begins August 7, 2021 @ 8am and 
ends August 16, 2021 @ 12pm

This farm has great access and road frontage along route 160 
and Rockwell rd. Tract 1 consists of 38 acres (west side) and 
tract 2 consists of 39 acres (east side). Seller will split 2021 
income 50/50 with buyer. Parcel ID# 03-1-12-16-00-000-007

Travis Tarrant- Managing Broker
Mobile: 618-974-9259

travis@tarrantandharman.com

39.04 Acres Tillable of Madison County Farmland!
Bidding Begins July 17th at 8am and 

ends July 26th at 12pm 
This might be your last chance to own this size parcel, of 
income-producing cropland in this area. This track of land 
consists of two parcels, one parcel with 29.10+/- acres, and 

the second parcel of 9.94+/- acres, the combined acreage in 
one field making it convenient to farm is 39.04+/-acres. The 
ground is currently leased, and seller will retain 2021 share of 
contracted crop income. The property taxes will be paid by 

the seller as a credit to the buyer at closing. Parcel ID#’s
 14-1-15-30-00-000-012.003 (29.10 acres), 

14-1-15-29-00-000-004 (9.94 acres). 
This tract is selling on a PER ACRE basis.

Bobby Hosfelt- Listing Agent
Mobile: 618-558-4447 • bobby@tarrantandharman.com

4 MIDWEST BRANCH LOCATIONS:
HEADQUARTERS: 3644 FOSTERBURG RD.
ALTON, IL 62002 / OFFICE: (833) 824-LAND
LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & MISSOURI

WWW.TARRANTANDHARMAN.LAND

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
SAND RD., EDWARDSVILLE, IL 62025



111.3 Acres Seconds From I-270
Beautiful property available located just seconds 

from I-270! 111.3 acres of prime wetlands. 

Call today to get boots on the ground 
of this parcel TODAY!

Travis Tarrant- Managing Broker
Mobile: 618-974-9259

travis@tarrantandharman.com

STATE ROUTE 3, 
GRANITE CITY, IL 62040 - $445,200
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18261 CORINTH RD., 
MARION, IL 62959 - $96,000

30+/- Wooded Acres To Build On
Beautiful wooded acreage ready for your 
dream home. Call today and find out how 

to make this property yours.

Travis Tarrant- Managing Broker
Mobile: 618-974-9259

travis@tarrantandharman.com

4 MIDWEST BRANCH LOCATIONS:
HEADQUARTERS: 3644 FOSTERBURG RD.
ALTON, IL 62002 / OFFICE: (833) 824-LAND
LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & MISSOURI

WWW.TARRANTANDHARMAN.LAND
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BUY A FARM IS A FULLY LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY SPECIALIZING IN 
RURAL REAL ESTATE SALES AND AUCTIONS.

FARMS AND FARMLAND, HUNT AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES, COUNTRY HOMES, 
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES AND MORE!

Buy A Farm Brokers and Auctioneers Are Licensed in IL, MO and IN.
Offices in Flora, Greenup, Kinmundy, Murphysboro, 

Sparta and Steeleville, IL

BUYAFARM.COMBUYAFARM.COM
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998

You	will	find	a	newfound	respect	for	
the phenomenon of centripetal force, 
and for guys with really f*****n’ fast 
boats.  And if you guessed that I know 
all of this from experience, you’d be 
correct, painfully correct.
 It was Lake Shelbyville in July 
and, on par with the preceding 
stories, my overstated adolescent 
bravado takes center stage.  A slow 
day trolling for walleyes turned into 
me, the same 11-year-old from the 
previous story, pleading with dad to 
do some tubing.  It didn’t take much 
convincing, as he had spent the better 
part of the morning attempting to 
untangle the monumental mess of 
lines that my mom and I managed 
to weave together.  Our hysterical 
laughter as he worked at dismantling 
the impressive bird’s nest might have 
had something to do with what soon 
followed.  We got the rods and net 
put away; the rope and the tube into 
the water.  A praiseworthy cannonball 
into the drink, a quick swim to the 
tube, and I was ready to go.
 It all started nice and easy.  A 

few turns left, a few turns right, 
cruising around the lake with the sun 
suspended high above.  I was riding 
high and feeling fearless.  The kind of 
invincibility that only a naïve young 
man knows.  That’s when my mouth 
started writing checks that my a** 
most certainly could not cash.  I told 
the man behind the wheel of the 20’ 
Tracker with the 225 HP  OptoMax 
Mercury outboard, “you can’t whip 
me off this thing!”  And thus, my 
demise became imminent.  Good ol’ 
dad acknowledged my comment with 
only a slight nod off the head and a 
knowing smile.  A very foreboding 
smile.  Then he sat down, pushed the 
throttle forward, and prove me wrong.  
Hopelessly wrong.  It didn’t take too 
long.	 	 The	 very	 first	 turn	 found	 me	
leaning my 100 lb. frame as far inward 
as it would go, hands white knuckling 
the handles, all in an exercise of 
complete and utter futility.  One 
moment I’m laughing and unbridled 
joy, the next I’m hurled into aquatic 
oblivion, bouncing across the lake and 
marveling at how inhospitable water 
can be at such a velocity.  My body 
finally	came	to	rest	after	what	felt	like	

5	or	6	good	skips	and,	floating	there	in	
the middle of the lake, waiting for the 
boat to swing back around.  I vowed 
to myself to remember to think before 
speaking.  My body would one day 
thank me.  As I climbed back into the 
boat, dad greeted me with a parcel 
of wisdom gleaned from an old John 
Wayne movie: “You sure do bounce 
good!”  Yes, yes, I do.  Lesson #3 in 
the books.  In retrospect, I was glad 
to escape the ordeal with minimal 
bruising.  Unfortunately, I can’t say 
the same for my pride.
 So, there you have it.  Tales of 
a priceless education paid for by the 
trials and tribulations of comical 
misfortune.  Events that forged in me 
a love for the sporting lifestyle, and 

that made me into the outdoorsman I 
claim to be.  Without them, my sense 
of	humor	would	lack	refinement,	and	
I would have never experienced the 
joy of writing this article.  A big shout 
out to my dad for always sharing his 
love of the outdoors with me, and 
to everyone involved in helping to 
provide me with a rear perspective 
and a wealth of joyous experience.  It 
is my great hope that my son, Cruz, 
will one day have the same fortune.  
Here’s to the lessons!
 his article was included in my 
Father’s Day card from my son 
last month, and I found it worthy 
of reprint. The Tube Part gave me a 
smile and made my Father’s Day…. 
See ‘Ya on The Water!

Lessons . . . continued
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ISRA Annual Sighting-In Day

October 23, 2021
10:00am - 3:00pm
Ranges 2, 3, 5, and 6

Come out to the ISRA Range near Kankakee and sight-in your  
shotgun, rifle, pistol, muzzleloader or bow. Archery range is available! 

• $10.00 per firearm or bow: Includes targets for rifles,
handguns, muzzleloaders, shotgun slugs, shotguns
and bows.

• Shotgun cost includes use of patterning board. You
must use trap loads on the patterning board.

• No ammunition is available on premises.
• Gunsmithing services are available.
• It is recommended that you bring at

least 25 rounds of ammo for each firearm.
• ISRA or Range membership is not required. However,

you are welcome to join that day. So come on out!!!!!

For more information, including directions to the range, visit: 
www.isra.org or call the ISRA office at 815-635-3198. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • FREE PARKING

Covered Firing Points

Rain or Shine!

GET “ZERO-ED”
Saturday
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boat, I tried to lead it into the net.  
Unfortunately,	a	big	musky	doesn’t	fit	
into a small bass net.  It immediately 
flipped	out	and	ran	about	ten	yards	of	
line	off.		I	fought	the	fish	back	to	the	
net and we tried again.  Same results.  
I brought the musky to the boat six 
times, but we were unable to slip him 
into the net.   On the seventh try, Tim 
slipped	 it	 under	 the	 tiring	 fish	 and	
flipped	it	into	the	boat.		
	 When	 the	 fish	 hit	 the	 bottom	
of	 the	 boat,	 the	 lure	 flew	 out	 of	 his	
mouth. I was that close to losing him. 
We examined the line which had over 
a foot of frayed area just about the 
lure.  Tim said he saw it on the third 
try with the net and knew the line 
was going to break.  We took a few 
quick pictures and the forty-one-inch 
musky was returned to the water.  We 
estimated it was about 20 pounds, but 
the bass scale we had in the boat only 
went up to seven pounds.
 Bass, walleye and musky 
tournaments are common on 
Chautauqua Lake.  We observed a 
hatcheries boat going around pulling 

nets set to catch musky for egg 
removal to raise stock for release in 
other NY lakes.  
 If you are interested in some 
outstanding	 fishing	 and	 great	 turkey	
hunting, contact Andrew at the above 
email.  It’s certainly worth the trip to 
New York.
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

Chautauqua . . . continued

Assorted Hobie kayaks on the lawn of the 
hotel on the Chautauqua Institute.

New York DNR netting musky on 
Chautauqua Lake for stocking purposes.

Nathan Lamberson with a nice bass caught on a recent 
fishing trip. Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.

 RE/MAX Traders Unlimited - 2209 Broadway Rd - Pekin, IL 61554

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated

MARY ANN LADENDORF
Cell: 309-241-5610

 mladendorf@gmail.com

BAYLEE GAMBETTI
Cell: 241-7700

 BayleeGambetti@gmail.com

BILL HILAND
Cell: 309-339-9554

bhilandremax@gmail.com

1412 Tripp Zack Point, Pekin, IL 61554 - $1,200,0001412 Tripp Zack Point, Pekin, IL 61554 - $1,200,000
Pristine Luxury Home! Nestled on 1.16 acres. This spectacular lake front 
home offers panoramic views with the ultimate privacy! Phenomenal, serene resort-style 
living offers heated salt water pool, brick bath house and state of the art outdoor kitchen, 

fully appliance with a 55” outdoor tv. Flawless landscape features a gazebo, 3 pergolas, firepit, 
bocce ball court, sand beach frontage on 40 acres stocked lake! Impeccably maintained!

3218 Sheridan Rd, Pekin, IL 61554 - $379,9003218 Sheridan Rd, Pekin, IL 61554 - $379,900
Phenomenal home...phenomenal grounds! Finest updates include new custom kitchen 2013, new 

roof, new wood floors 2010, deck 2017, ca 2017...incredible master w/cherry cabinetry/heated floor/
tigerwood. 2 gorgeously appointed lots w/3 ponds with new liners & pumps! Koi fish/water feature/
rose garden/irrigation! Amazing 3 stall has heated hobby rm... new driveway, too! Gorgeous home!

17150 State Route 122 Rd., Delavan, IL 61734 - $359,90017150 State Route 122 Rd., Delavan, IL 61734 - $359,900
Serenity at its finest! What a rare find! This farm-style home was completely re-built as new 

construction in 2005! Nestled on 4 acres, this homesite offers a huge shop 24’x46’ with 16’x9’ and 
9’x7’ doors including 13’x24’ apartment. 2nd outbuilding 44’x30’ with 3 10’x10’ doors and 30’x30’ 

second floor loft! Septic 2015. New gorgeous kitchen remodeled w/quartz and new appliances & 
stools! Spectacular gardens & fruit trees, too. Convenient location near route 122 & Towerline Rd.

 LADENDORF & GAMBETTI
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EXCLUSIVE GORE™  OPTIFADE™ CONCEALMENTwww.excelboats.com 801.352.1458

Powered by 
Mud Buddy’s HDR 40 EFI

Official boat & motor of 
Delta Waterfowl

FIND ONE AT
Freeway Sports 

Center
Fenton, MI  

810-629-2291

WITH IMPROVED FLOOR DESIGN
Eliminates Water Retention | Decreases Total Weight 

| Meets Coast Guard Flotation Requirements

36” Handrails

Rod & Gun Box

Longitudinal Ribs
Triple Taper Exceleration® Hull
(Optional) Superliner Coating

Full Flotation 
Step Deck

Dry Storage

(Optional)
Rotating LED 
Spotlight

Storage Tray

T-Rails(Optional) 11 Gal. Fuel Tank Dry Storage

Battery StorageRunning Lights

Running Lights

(Optional) 
Trolling Motor Mount

SHALLOW WATER
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & Custom 
Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS

Warren Danz and Michael SueWarren Danz and Michael Sue  
Attorneys at LawAttorneys at Law

Workers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 YearsWorkers’ Compensation & Personal Injury for Over 40 Years

Worker’s Compensation Worker’s Compensation

Social Security Law

Call the Office of Warren E. Danz and we can obtain a 19b emergency 
hearing in less than 30 days for workers’ compensation to restore 

your workers’ compensation benefits!

IF YOU’RE SUFFERING FROM A WORK INJURY OR AUTO ACCIDENT . . .

• Weekly Compensation
• Medical  Bills
• Cash SEttlements

• Lifetime Medical
• Social Security Benefits
• Your Pension Rights

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Semi-Truck Accidents
• Railroad Accidents
• Dog Bites

•  Worker’s Compensatio
• Slip & Fall Claims
• Diving or Drowning
• Construction Accidents
• All Other Injuries

Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Attorneys for the Injured 24/7Warren DanzThe Law Office

309-676-4645309-676-4645www.warrendanz.comwww.warrendanz.com 800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868800-322-2651 • 800-679-6868

Call For a Free Consultation
NO FEE UNLESS YOU COLLECTHome or Hospital

Visits Available
710 NE Jefferson, Peoria, IL
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N-34G

• Many long term 
holdouts are 
cashing in now.

• We pay direct 
sawmill prices  
for standing 
timber with  
no middle man!

• Get your timber 
appraised now 
for harvest this 
summer/fall. 

Walnut Timber Buyers
We’ve opened a state of the art  

sawmill to better serve our clients.  
Global building boom has driven log and lumber prices to a new all time high!

 No middle man, minimum footprint, maximum profit! 

309-369-9524
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com

Find out what your timber is worth. Get a free 
appraisal from one of our licensed timber buyers!

N24G


