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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

TRUCK BED & ACCESSORY SPECIALISTS

www.kgmequipmentsolutionsil.com

8699 Arenzville Road
Beardstown, IL 62618

(217) 323-4548

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

INCLUDE:

• Welding Service

•  Truck Bed Sales and 

Installation

•  Truck Tool Box and 

Storage Installation

•  Truck Bumper and 

Lighting Installation

•  Trailer Sales and 

Service

•  Sandblasting Truck 

Frames, Trailers

We Offer Martin 
Aluminum 
Customizable 
Service Bodies. 
For more info 
call us at 
217-323-4548!
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SPECIALIZING IN FARMS,  
HUNTING LAND, WATERFRONT  
& RURAL HOMES

LandGuys.com | 

INNOVATIVE MARKETING & TECHNOLOGY 
LandGuys industry setting media and platform showcases 
each property to its fullest by using professional photos, 
aerial videos and immersive 3D content.

COMPELLING PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY 
We produce high-quality professional  
photography and video, which is important  
for a positive impact on potential buyers.

RESPONSIVE BROKER 
Communication is key with buyers and sellers. We pride 
ourselves on a quick response time via call, text, or email.

 MAXIMUM EXPOSURE  
Your property will be on LandGuys’ industry best website, 
YouTube, Landwatch, Lands of America, Land & Farm, 
LandBroker MLS, REALTORS® Land Institute,  
Local Multiple Listing Service (MLS), REALTOR®,  
Zillow, Realtor.com, Trulia, Homes.com.

HASSLE-FREE LISTING PROCESS 
FOR OPTIMAL RESULTS

LOCAL EXPERTISE  
WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN
©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
Western Illinois Land Broker
309.221.1764 
matt@landguys.com

Matt is an experienced Land Broker and REALTOR® 
that has been selling real estate for almost 10  
years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge  
with everything real estate is an asset to his clients. 
When you work with Matt, you will learn that he is 
genuinely honest and fair with every client he 
meets and will work diligently in helping the  
client achieve their goal.



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:

ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway

Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER

missywalker1974@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
A successful Turkey Hunt 

and some bonus 
Morel Mushrooms. 

Photo by Dan Vinovich
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DRAKE’S BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! • ICE COLD BEER! 

Lawndale, IL

 I am sitting here anxiously 
waiting	 for	 the	 first	 mushrooms	
to pop here in Central Illinois. I 
have seen a couple of posts about 
some small greys popping just 
south of us but unfortunately, the 
ground temperature at 4 inches is 
still only 44 degrees as of April 
16th. Most years this would be 
my	first	weekend	to	hit	the	woods,	
but I think I will be waiting until 

the end of April to start walking 
the timber. 
 I attended my last show of the 
year in early April. The Illinois 
Deer & Turkey Classic was held 
at the Peoria Civic Center. It was 
nice attending a sport show I 
didn’t have to get a hotel room 
for. The show promoter did a 
great job of getting the vendors 
to the show. It’s not easy having 
two years off and still providing 
a robust show for the attendees. 
The crowd was good throughout 
the weekend and there were a lot 
of vendors that I haven’t seen 
at other sport shows. There are 
several new deer stand companies 
and it was nice to see their product 
and get to meet them in person.  
 It was great seeing a lot of my 
old friends in the event business. 
That	is	 the	one	point	I	definitely	
miss from my old job is the 
people. I made so many good 
friends in the event industry and 
it amazes me how many have had 
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WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, May 21 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, May 21 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazineYouTube.com/ASOMagazine

ANDY’S 
CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

to move on and just how much 
the event business has changed. 
As I walked into the Peoria Civic 
Center, I saw some friends that I 
haven’t	seen	in	five	or	six	years.	
Some of which have worked at 

the civic center for over 20 years. 
I didn’t know what to expect 
when I walked in the door, but 
I was pleasantly surprised there 
were still several old friends 
working the show. 

The old root cellar we found in the middle of nowhere.



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMER 
SERVICE IS 

OUR #1 
PRIORITY!

309-694-4867
www.mwfco.com

829 E. Camp St. • E. Peoria, IL 61611
mwfco@sbcglobal.net

FOID CARDS & CCL Applications
OPEN: Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm • Closed Sunday & Monday

 Unfortunately, I haven’t had many great 
adventures in the last month. It seems I have 
been busy with family obligations and the 
weather	just	has	not	cooperated	for	fishing	or	
mushrooms. That should all change very soon. 
 At the end of March, I was able to get 
away for a weekend in Missouri to do some 
shed hunting. As I have talked about in past 
articles I have fallen in love with Missouri 
and this one particular property. I have now 
been invited back several times and each 
time I cherish the opportunity. This property 
consists of 700 acres and last fall we saw 
some	monster	bucks.	Since	our	final	hunt	in	
early December, I have been waiting for the 
opportunity to do some shed hunting and put 
up some cameras. 
 We headed to Missouri on a Friday 
evening. We arrived right as it was getting 
dark	 and	 a	 quick	 glance	 towards	 the	 field,	
I could see a small group of deer eating in 
the	corn	field.	The	plan	for	Saturday	was	to	
start there and work most of the woods that 
is on this property. As Saturday morning 
approached, we awoke to a beautiful sunny 
morning with temps near 50 degrees. 
Absolutely perfect weather to be walking 
in	 the	woods.	We	set	our	 sights	on	 the	first	
set of timber and off we went. After walking 
for a couple of hours I was getting a little 

frustrated. We had so many great areas for 
bedding I thought it was going to be easy to 
find	 some	monster	 sheds.	 I	 was	 wrong.	As	
we	finished	walking	 the	 last	 remaining	part	
of this draw, I look up and I could see Marc 
carrying	 and	 antler.	We	 had	 finally	 broken	
the ice. As I was heading back to the four-
wheeler, I was going to cross a creek, but I 
decided to just walk down a ways and cross 
it at the road. As I was nearing the road, I 
could see a white tip peaking out of the 
switchgrass.	Low	and	behold	it	was	my	first	
shed of the day.
 We continued onto several different areas 
that day and we found a couple here and there 
but	nothing	like	I	thought	we	would	find.	As	
many big bucks as we saw on cameras and 
during our days hunting, I thought we would 
find	 the	motherload.	That	was	 not	 the	 case	
and about three o’clock in the afternoon I 
looked at Marc and said “the fat guys got to 
eat soon”. We walked for about seven hours 
that	first	day	and	boy	were	my	legs	feeling	it.	
So much so, I was wondering how walking 
was going to go on Sunday. 
	 We	 finished	 up	 the	 last	 little	 section	 of	
woods for the day 
and headed to town 
for some lunch. After 
finishing	 lunch,	 we	
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GRADY CHRISTMAS TREE FARM, LLCGRADY CHRISTMAS TREE FARM, LLC

Call (309) 362-2204 or 309-679-7099 for orders/information
4816 S. Stone School Road • Trivoli, IL 61569 • 2 mi. west of Trivoli on Rt. 116, 4 1/2 mi. south

HOURS: WEDNESDAY – SUNDAY OPEN 9AM – 4PM
OTHER TIMES AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT

WINDBREAK TREESWINDBREAK TREES
WINDBREAK TREES

AND SPRING/FLORAL
CEMETERY DECORATIONS

Marc Flynn with a dead head the bases were huge.



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

were headed back to the farm to 
shoot our crossbows. 
 I have been thinking about 
getting a new crossbow for a 
couple of years. I have an old 
Killer Instinct Crossbow that 
has served me well over that last 
several years, but I really wanted 
a new one. 
 Marc purchased a nice Ten 
Point Siege Crossbow a few 
months back and had been 
shooting it off and on for a 
few weeks. He would send me 
pictures of his shots and I was 
amazed at how accurate it really 
was. The siege was a little more 
expensive than what I wanted 
to spend on a crossbow, so I 
continued to do my research on 
what the best crossbow for the 
money was. I determined that 
I wanted a Ten Point RDX 400. 
This is reverse draw crossbow, 
and it has almost the same speed 
as the more expensive crossbows, 
but it had better kinetic energy 
than all but a couple of the bows 
on the market. I was determined 
this was the one I wanted. 
 I searched for a couple of 
months	 trying	 to	 find	 the	 best	
deal and unfortunately there 

wasn’t many for sale and if they 
were they were used and wanted 
new prices. I waited and waited 
until I found one at the sport 
show at a great price. I spent a 
couple of hours in the Ten Point 
booth at the Indiana Deer Turkey 
and Waterfowl Expo making sure 
this is the bow I wanted. After 
that, I went right over to where I 
saw the bow and the negotiation 
began. In the end I paid a couple 
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D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

MAY 20-22 - 3I SKEET CHAMPIONSHIP 
MAY 27-29 -  ATA TRAP IL CENTRAL ZONE

MAY 17TH AT 6PM - YOUTH SHOOTING PROGRAM 
ORIENTATION

 1ST & 3RD SATURDAY STARTS AT 9AM PROMPTLY

of hundred dollars less than I saw 
it anywhere else.
 I was excited to sight in the 
bow. I really hadn’t shot any 
other crossbows at this point, so 
I wanted to see how accurate and 
fast it really was. Marc and I set 

up the target and before I knew 
it we had been shooting for two 
hours. I would have never done 
that with the Killer Instinct. It 
becomes to much of a pain to pull 

Our shed and dead heads for the weekend. 
We left the deadheads at the farm since 

they were so old and in bad shape.
Front row from left my nephew Tyler Whitney, sister Samantha Bugos, my daughter Ella 
Bugos. Back row from left grandpa Lyle Courtney, mom Connie Shigematsu and myself.

Continued on page 94



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY • Closed Sundays
Pub Hours: Mon-Wed til Midnight • Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours: Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m. • Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

MOREL MUSHROOM CREAM SAUCE 
WITH PASTA

•  ½ lb. fresh morel mushrooms, cleaned 
and halved

• ½ cup unsalted butter
• ½ cup chopped onions
• 3 cups chicken broth
•	1	tablespoon	flour
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• ¼ teaspoon black pepper
• ½ teaspoon fresh thyme
• 1 cup heavy cream
• Cooked Pasta
• ¼ cup fresh parsley

1.  In a medium saucepan, melt 1/2 cup 
butter over medium heat. Add onions. 
Cook and stir for 3 to 5 minutes or 
until	 onions	 are	 tender.	 Sprinkle	 flour	
over onions; stir to combine. Slowly 
add reserved 1 cup broth, stirring 
until smooth. Reduce to low heat. 
Cook, uncovered, for 7 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Stir in thyme, 
1/4 teaspoon salt, and pepper. Slowly 

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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Pattish Irish Stout, Peoria’s Premium Stout, 
Named after Pat Sullivan.

whisk in the whipping cream. Cook, 
whisking constantly, over medium heat 
for 7 minutes more or until the mixture 
thickens. Stir in reserved morels and 
1/4 cup parsley. Cook and stir until 
heated through.

2.  Spoon sauce over pasta. If you like, 
sprinkle with additional parsley. Makes 
4 to 6 main-dish servings.

TURKEY WITH CREAMY MOREL SAUCE
•	3	tablespoons	flour
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• ¼ teaspoon lemon pepper seasoning
• 4 turkey breast steaks 
• 4 tablespoons butter
•  4 ounces fresh morel mushrooms, 

cleaned and cut into bite size pieces
• 2 sliced green onions
• 1 clove garlic, minced
• 1 ¼ cup half and half
• 1 tablespoon dry sherry
• Fresh herbs if desired

1.		Combine	 flour,	 salt,	 and	 lemon	
pepper seasoning

2.	Coat	turkey	with	flour	mixture
3.  In Skillet cook turkey in 2 

tablespoons butter over medium 
heat for ten minutes or until tender 
and no pink remains, 

4.  Transfer turkey to plate, cover to 
keep warm

5.  In same skillet cook morels, green 
onions and garlic in the remaining 2 

tablespoons butter for 3-4 minutes 
or until tender

6.  Combine half and half and 1 
tablespoon	 flour,	 add	 vegetables.	
Cook and stir until thickened and 
bubbly, add sherry. Cook and stir 
for one minute. Season to taste with 
salt and pepper

7.  Spoon some of the sauce over 
turkey and serve. Makes 4 servings.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph & Jason Vandervort
Owners

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
BY RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 As most of you know, the 
unserialized	firearm	bill	or	“Ghost	Gun	
bill” HB4383 Amendment #2 passed 
the Illinois House of Representatives 
and the Illinois Senate and is headed 
for the Governor’s desk.  I have 
written several times about how the 
process	 works	 in	 Springfield,	 but	 I	
am going over it again since HB4383 
Amendment #2 is such a good 
example.  HB4383 started out as a 
bill which required utilities to notify 
people	 by	 certified	 mail	 in	 an	 area	
where a high voltage electric line is 
proposed.  The original language was 
stripped out of the bill and replaced by 
the ghost gun language.  The title of 

the bill still retained the public utility 
language even though the bill had 
nothing to do with the title.  I received 
several calls asking why we were 
taking a stand on a public utility bill.  
You have to look at the amendments 
to a bill to understand what the bill is 
about.  HB4383 passed about 2:30am 
on Saturday morning.  There were 
993 witness slips opposing the bill 
and only a handful supporting it.
 I assume the Governor will sign 
HB4383.  Just so you know, I have 
submitted the language of this bill to 
our legal team.  If we can do anything 
about HB4383 in the courts, we will.
 I want to thank the ISRA lobbyists 
Ed Sullivan and Bill Potts for their 
hard work on this bill as well as all the 
Illinois gun groups who fought this 
bill.  While the bill passed, we have 
developed a coalition to continue 
to	 fight	 the	 assaults	 on	 our	 Second	
Amendment Rights in the future.
 In my opinion, HB4383 is not 
about	 unserialized	 firearms	 nor	 is	
it about keeping them out of the 
hands of criminals.  I know the anti-
gun crowd and many of their fellow 
travelers in the media think this is their 
purpose, but this and other anti-gun 
bills are aimed at you and me.  Does 
anyone actually think a criminal is 
going to take an unserialized gun to 

have it serialized and registered to 
their	name?			Criminals	file	off	serial	
numbers from guns, they don’t put 
them on.
 If those who sponsored or voted 
for this bill really wanted to do 
something, they would pass laws 
insisting criminals be put in jail and not 
let out.  Putting criminals in prison gets 
them off the streets and prevents them 
from committing more crimes.  We 
seem to be worried about the feelings 
of criminals and not what happens to 
the victims.   A couple months ago, 
a 72-year-old veteran was beaten 
to death during a carjacking.  What 
about his feelings?  Or the little child 
that gets shot playing, or the women 
who are beaten, raped, and left for 
dead.  What about their feelings and 
the feelings of their family, friends, 
and relatives?  No, they don’t want to 
get tough on crime and on criminals, 
so let’s make law-abiding gun owners 
pay the price?
 President Biden has tried to 
rewrite	 firearm	 laws	 by	 Executive	
Order	regarding	unserialized	firearms	
which is patently unconstitutional.  

Gun Owners of 
America (GOA) is 

already working on 
a lawsuit on that 

babble uttered by 
the President.  Joe 

Biden talks about the 
Constitution saying that it did not 
give permission to own a cannon.  He 
goes on to say certain people were 
not allowed to own a gun.  None of 
that is true.  What the Constitution 
does do is put limits on the Federal 
Government because the Founding 
Fathers suspected someone like Joe 
Biden would somehow get elected 
someday.  CCKRBA Chairman Alan 
Gottlieb said, “Every time Joe Biden 
repeats the canard, he reinforces 
the notion that he is a habitual, 
pathological liar.”  Well said and to 
the point Alan!
 I don’t know if you watched any 
part of the Atlantic/CNN panel held at 
the University of Chicago.  I certainly 
did not watch it all but saw some 
highlights.  University of Chicago 
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students were allowed to ask questions 
of the panel at one point.  The Atlantic 
is a lefty magazine and of course, 
the CNN panelists were slightly left 
of Karl Marx.  When I watch CNN, 
I usually know less at the end of the 
program than at the start, but this time 
was different because of the pointed 
questions of some of the students.  
What new and interesting thing did I 
learn?  I Iearned what CNNs favorite 
sport is: Dodge Ball.
 American companies are 
helping the beleaguered Ukrainians 
again.  ATN who makes night vision 
scopes will be supplying 9000 optics 
to the Ukrainians.  I have no idea about 
the details but the troops the Russians 
have poured into the country along 
with thousands of mercenaries will 
probably not be going for leisurely 
walks in the evening.  Personally, I 
am	fine	with	it	if	they	want	to.
 It’s time to go shooting but 
sometimes the weather just doesn’t 
want to cooperate.  What do you do 
when the pitter patter of a cold April 
rain is hitting your windows?  I would 
start	 by	 cleaning	 your	 firearms.	 	 I	
know some of you were going to 
clean them before putting them away 
for the winter but didn’t quite get 
around to it.  If that is true, it is even 
more imperative that you do it now.  
Whether you did or not, you should 
clean them in the spring.  Scopes, 
binoculars, red dots and spotting 
scopes should have their lens cleaned.  
Be sure to clean them with proper 
cleaners and cloths.  Paper towels, 
tissues and other paper products not 
made for cleaning should not be used.  
As long as we are talking about optics, 
let’s make sure they are tight but don’t 
overdo it.  Be sure you have a fresh 
bottle of Loctite or similar products 
to keep rails, mounts, and rings from 
working loose.
 I would check your ammunition 
supply.  Prices have crept down just a 
little.  If you shoot an unusual caliber 
and	 actually	 find	 your	 ammunition	
now, I would buy it.  Ammunition 
companies do not have a loading 
machine set up for every caliber.  For 
less popular calibers, they might set 
up a machine to load it and make there 
estimated annual supply all at one 
time.  They then switch the machine 

out to load some other caliber.  That is 
why late in the season certain calibers 
are scarce.
 Starting out, it is always good 
to	 re-zero	 your	 rifle	 on	 a	 shooting	
bench.  Be sure you use sandbags or 
other supports designed for the job.  A 
rolled-up blanket will also work but 
whatever you use, make sure that it 
is	 soft,	 so	 the	 rifle	 doesn’t	 rebound	
when	 you	 fire	 it.	 	Another	 tip	 is	 to	
rest	the	rifle	on	the	forearm	or	barrel	
shroud and not the barrel.  Resting 
the barrel on anything will change the 
harmonics of the barrel and change 
the point of impact.  Remember to 
take your time. 
 Handguns and their optics need 
the	same	care	as	rifles.		Be	sure	to	start	
close and take your time. Concentrate 
on the fundamentals.  Shoot at 
blank targets at the beginning of 
every practice and stop looking at 
the bullseye.  Learn to shoot groups 
on blank targets and then switch to 
bullseyes or steel or whatever.
 I would also think about joining 
a range.  If you live in the northeast 
part of Illinois, I would consider the 
Illinois	State	Rifle	Association	Range	
at	Bonfield,	west	of	Kankakee	Illinois.		
The ISRA Range has 12 ranges 
including shotgun and archery.  There 
are leagues you can participate in if 
you choose, with no hourly fees, and 
a variety of classes offered through 
the ISRA Academy.  The range hours 
are 8am to sundown all year round.  
If you would like a tour of the range, 
please call 815-939-1909.  One of our 
Range	Safety	Officers	will	be	glad	to	
show you around.  Let’s go shooting!
 On Tuesday April 12, 2022, 
Georgia Governor Brian Kemp 
signed SB319 into law which allows 
permit less carry in Georgia.  Georgia 
is the 25th state to have permit less 
carry.  Dean Weingarten points out 
the geographically permit less carry 
covers 2,343,089 square miles of the 
United States or 61.6% of the country.  
I believe Nebraska will be the next 
most likely state to pass permit less 
carry.  Georgia now recognizes 
all permits issued by other states, 
including Illinois.
 IGOLD 2022 is in the history 
books.  As we expected, it was 
smaller this year but it was still a 
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success.  I would like to thank all the 
members, volunteers, staff, lobbyists, 
and board members who helped.  
Once again IGOLD came off without 
a hitch.  Next year, we will once again 
be allowed into the Capitol barring 
unforeseen events.  I hope you will 
come if you didn’t make it this year.  
One of the things that happened that 
made IGOLD successful was the 25 
or 30 Senators and Representatives 
that joined us at the Lincoln Steps on 
the east side of the Capitol.  That is 
more than we have ever had by two.  It 
is great to see that support among the 
legislators.  Next year’s tentative date 
is April 5, 2023.  All that depends on 
the Legislative Calendar which will 
be out in mid-December.  We hope to 
see you there.
 In a recent edition of “Imprimis”, 
a publication of Hillsdale College, 
Matt Rosenberg presented interesting 
statistics about crime in Chicago.   Mr. 
Rosenberg is from Chicago and often 
writes about Chicago.  He worked 
as a taxi driver before he became a 
writer.  It has been my experience 
that taxi drivers know lots to things 
you	won’t	find	in	a	newspaper.		To	the	

article: In 2020, the Chicago Police 
Department made arrests in only 11% 
of carjackings.  Less than half of the 
11% were ever charged. It turns out 
57% of those are juveniles who are 
turned loose.  I have no idea what the 
conviction rate was, but I am going 
to guess it wasn’t very high.  That 
means if you carjacked someone, 
you have less than 1 in 20 chances of 
being arrested, let alone convicted.  
If convicted, who knows what the 
punishment was, if any.
 Chicago also reported a 53% rate 
in solving murder cases.  If you dig 
down	into	the	numbers,	you	will	find	
that 6 in 10 cases are listed as “cleared, 
closed with exception” which means 
that no one was ever charged.  So, 
our 53% has to be multiplied by .40 
which makes the real number about 
21% but there is no word on the 
conviction rate.  I am going to guess 
if you commit a murder in Chicago, 
your chances of getting away with 
it are pretty good.  The number of 
people released on “no cash bail” 
was reportedly 147 per quarter.  The 

Continued on page 85



 April showers bring May spawning 
crappie on Lake Shelbyville!!! This 
period is some of the fastest action of 
the year making it the perfect time to 
introduce young adults to the sport of 
fishing.	Also,	the	best	walleye	pattern	
for the year is starting, making Lake 
Shelbyville	 a	 true	fishing	 destination.	
Regardless of the species you decide 
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

MAY THE SPAWN 
BE WITH YOU

to pursue, techniques are endless and 
your chances to catch great numbers 
can happen all month long.
 First, let’s talk about the crappie 
and where to locate them, baits to 
use, and techniques to use during this 
pattern. Crappie will stage early in 
the month of May in waters from 10-
13 feet of water. Finding these areas 

are	 beneficial	 because	 it	 is	 the	 same	
areas that the crappie will return to 
when pushed out of the 2-5 foot water 
columns. Cold fronts and other weather 
factors can and will transition spawning 
crappie from the spawning beds to their 
pre-spawn staging areas. Many times, 
female crappie will transition back and 
forth between these two areas when 
she is depositing her eggs on the beds. 
A typical spawn will last 14-20 days, 

and some days are the best of the year.  
Weather	can	affect	the	fish	mood	though	
and make it as tough as ever to catch 
them. The female crappie do transition 
in and out of the spawning beds but 
the male crappie stay on the beds to 
protect the fry.  When it comes to bait 
selection the Charlie Brewer Slider, the 
Charlie Brewer 2 1/8th Double Action 
Minnow, and the Tophat Jig Guppy 
Gobbler are three plastic options I use 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Breakfast Served All Day

Mon: – Sat: 6:00am – 9:00pm • Sun: 6:00am – 3:00pm
1988 IL -16, Shelbyville, IL 62565

(217) 296-3138

Wyatt with Quad Slabs!! Greyson is Slabbed Up!!
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ORDER YOUR 
BOAT NOW 

BEFORE THEY ARE 
ALL GONE

on each guide trip. All three of the baits 
have tremendous tail action that drives 
the crappie to BITE!!! Hoagie Bait Hair 
Jigs	 are	 another	 artificial	 option	 that	
puts crappie in the boat as well. The live 
minnow paired up with an Eyehole Jig 
is	the	fifth	option	I	use	daily,	and	I	let	the	
most active bait determine what we use. 
When it comes to technique it is really 
up to the angler during this pattern. 
Casting	is	a	terrific	way	to	locate,	catch,	
and stay away from crappie. Casting 
parallel to the shore in waters from 
one to eight feet deep is exactly where 
to begin each day during the spawn. 
Casting and retrieving plastics is a great 
way	 to	 catch	 fish	 in	 the	 shallowest	 of	
waters	and	the	fish	are	super	aggressive	
making the hit very explosive. Corking 
in the shallow waters is another great 
option for casting and hair jigs are a 
terrific	bait	to	use	while	corking	shallow.	
Pausing your retrieval when using 
a cork keeps your bait in the “zone” 
longer making the crappie anxious and 
aggressive towards your bait. Corking 
around structures such as stumps and 
laydowns are ideal areas to keep your 
baits suspended in the strike zone. In 
closing, when the water temperature 
reaches 60 degrees, or the male crappie 

are showcasing their darker colors or 
“tuxedos” it is time to think shallow. 
 The walleye bite is also here, and 
it is going to be another banner year on 
Lake Shelbyville. Healthy populations 
of	fish	 in	 the	16-20	inch	class	are	 the	
expectation, but there is a really good 
chance of hooking up with one much 
bigger. The river run in April for 
walleye was another successful year 
on the Kaskaskia River, which is the 
main tributary for Lake Shelbyville. 
The bite on the lake usually starts early 
on in May and continues throughout 
June. Typically, walleye hold in water 
from 4 to 8 foot deep during this time 
and they are very aggressive with their 
feeding patterns. During this pattern, 
walleye can be caught almost around 
the clock with several bait options to 
use. First, a piece of a nightcrawler 
on a 1/4oz leadhead is one of the 
most effective baits to use. Slowly 
working your jig just off the bottom by 
either trolling, casting, or drifting are 
techniques anyone can use and have 
success with. It is also referred to as 
“longlining for walleye” and minnows 
are another very successful bait option 
now.	Targeting	 flats	 just	 off	 the	 river	
channel are areas where walleye will 

concentrate their efforts while hunting 
for	 baitfish.	 Boat	 control	 is	 key	 to	
finding	 the	 active	 water	 columns	 the	
fish	are	holding	in.		Using	a	“SNAKE”	
like	 route	down	 the	flat	 is	how	 I	find	
the active depths. Lake Shelbyville 
also has rock piles that will be holding 
walleye at this time, and this is where 
you	 will	 likely	 find	 the	 bigger	 fish	
holding. Certain rock piles are in 

deeper water so be sure to try as many 
as your day allows. Once you catch 
one walleye in an area be sure to really 
fish	the	area	hard	because	it	is	rare	to	
catch just one walleye in that area. In 
closing, be sure to take a net and have 
it ready at all times! “CATCHING 
MEMORIES ONE FISH AT A TIME” 
To book a trip please call 217-520-3653 
or visit www.englandexpeditions.com

CRAIG’S
SPORTING GOODS & FAMILY FUN CENTER

Fishing Supplies | Live Bait | Laser Tag | Batting Cage
105 E. Main, Shelbyville

(217) 296-2130
(217) 296-2146

Fine Cigars
Craigssportinggoods2@gmail.com

BARBER SHOP

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
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SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE
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STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

ANTIQUES

The Bauman Boys!! Greg with four jumbos!!



water temps warm quicker on the 
north end. Lake levels will dictate 
where you start looking. Usually we 
are at 596-598ft. above sea level or 
a couple feet low. The Corp won’t 
let the lake come up to summer 
pool until around Memorial Day, 
the	 official	 start	 of	 summer	 and	
pleasure boats.
 The beginning of the month I 
am	fishing	the	north	end	and	getting	
out my slip bobber rigs and live bait. 
I like to stay back from the beds, 
turn	 the	boat	 to	 the	side	and	flip	to	
them.	We	fish	a	 lot	of	 three-person	
trips and this gives them room.
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 Cold April rains are gone, 
and May brings sunny, 80 degree 
days and with that the magic 58-
68 surface temps we need for the 
crappie to spawn. Males will start 
moving up into the shallows at about 
55 and once we start to see overnight 
temps in the sixties the females will 
pull up. This takes several attempts 
and once we get that full moon and 
those warm overnight temps it will 
be all done at or about the 68 degree 
surface temp.
 Shelbyville is a big lake with 
the north end much shallower and 
watercolor much more stained. So 

 Then we track that magic 58-
68 all the way down the lake since 
the south end is very clear and has 
sheer drops on the main lake and in 
coves that will have crappie using 
laydowns all over the south end.
 This whole process takes nearly 
a month and then once we get a 
consistent water temp of 70 we will 
get	our	first	of	many	shad	spawns.	I	
am always looking for fry at the boat 
ramp early in the morning feeding on 
moss. Then we need the lake to come 
up to summer pool or slightly higher. 
This gets enough depth on the huge 
flats	on	the	north	end	for	the	walleye/

sauger to start using the thousands of 
stumps to ambush from.
 I like to totally switch it up from 
chasing crappie to solely looking for 
eyes. I rig my boat much different. 
Out come the bottom bouncer rigs 
with line counters and single hook 
spinner rigs. The line counters help 

AS A DEVOUT CRAPPIE FISHERMAN, 
WE ALL WAIT ON MAY. “SPAWN”

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIESCRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve WelchSteve Welch
(217) 840-1221(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.comwww.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Ryan and Cooper Cowan 
with their stringer of 43 crappie, 
several white bass and a catfish.
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with clients allowing out just the 
right amount of line. Young and old 
love this trolling style. My boat is set 
up ideally for this since I have a big 
tiller boat and lots of room. I tie my 
own spinner rigs and have for many 
years. I make them much shorter and 
tougher than you can buy because 
we go through so many stumps. I 
have thousands of waypoints on 
my Garmin electronics and tons of 
offshore stumps.
	 We	also	keep	spinning	outfits	in	
the rod box to cast to very shallow 
stumps. I like using my Deep Ledge 
Jig with a twister tail or shad body 
on it. We also use blade baits and 
ripping raps. Colors are usually 
chrome, chartreuse, or white.
 I always tell my customers this 
isn’t	Canada,	finding	walleye	on	this	
massive reservoir is work and a good 
day is about 12-15 legal sized and 
twice	 that	many	short	fish.	My	best	
day has been 51 legal sized and one 
day we had a three-person limit of 
18,	five	pounds	or	better	with	a	9lb.	
kicker. Won’t forget that day ever.

 Once we get into June the 
walleye will get better and the white 
bass will start pulling out of the river 
and working their way back to the 
main lake. These trips are always my 
first	to	go.	Many	trips	we	have	over	
a hundred whites to clean and no 
fish	pound	for	pound	fights	harder.	
 Last year I just kept my white 
bass rods in the boat all summer and 
we would mix it up between crappie 
fishing	and	whites.	I	had	a	school	of	
them that pretty well stayed in the 

LAKE SHELBYVILLE GUIDE

Crappie, Walleye & White Bass 
Guided Fishing Trips at Lake Shelbyville 

with Steve Welch
2022 Fishing Dates are Filling Fast 

Call today to Book Your Trip!
217-840-1221

fish@lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Lake Shelbyville Guide ONLINE STORE
Jigs, Lures, Brush Chubs, Tubes & More

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Spirit’s, Food, Live 
Entertainment

Full Bar with Food, 
Outside Dining on Patio, 
Weekend Food Trucks, 

New Entertainment Stage

Whether you are fishing for the 
big catch, cruising with friends 
through the coves, or tanning 

on your upper deck, Lithia 
Springs Marina is homeport for 

rest, relaxation and fun.

Boat Rentals, Sales and Service, 
Slips, Gas Dock, 

Ship’s Store, Bait and Tackle

“THE BEST MARINA 
BY A DAM SIGHT” 

(217) 774-4121 
www.lithiamarina.com

same place all summer.
 I have said this many times 
Lake Shelbyville is the best summer 
crappie lake in the state so better get 

your trip reserved and we will throw 
in a hundred white bass as well. My 
website at LakeShelbyvilleGuide.
com has an up to date availability list.

James Liu and his mom showing off their 
3-man limit of crappie on 07/23/21.

Isabella, granddaughter of Curt Stirling, 
holding a 13+ inch crappie.

Aleigha, another granddaughter of Curt 
Stirling, with another 13-inch crappie.



In the heart of historic Menard County, IL, 
RiverBank Lodge offers a unique and

 memorable lodging experience. Located 
on the southern edge of Petersburg, 

Illinois, on the banks of the Sangamon 
River. We are very close to Abraham 

Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic Site, 
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State Fish & Wildlife Preserve.
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MAY WALLEYE HOTSPOTS 
AND TECHNIQUES!
By Walt Matan

 The month of May has always 
been a great month for walleye 
anglers	in	the	Midwest.	River	fishing	
is still in full swing and lakes that had 
been	 closed	 for	 gamefish	 spawning	
will now be open. My only problem 
is...where do I go?
 I like to go where the walleye are 
biting. 
 I’d rather drive an hour or more 
to where the bite is hot then put the 
boat in closer to home and have to 
struggle. The same goes for when 
I	 am	 on	 the	 water.	 I	 find	 myself	
spending more time searching than 
actually	fishing.	Sidescan,	Livescope	
and GPS mapping has a lot to do 
with that, for sure!
 I use the Livescope Ice Fishing 
Bundle	 year-round.	 I	 use	 a	 fishing	
specialties pole and bracket bolted to 
a Scotty University Locator Mount. 
I can move this mount to any of the 
six Scotty bases that usually have rod 
holders in them. With this set-up I can 
move the Livescope transducer to any 
position on the boat; front, back or 
either side. Most anglers have their 
electronics mounted to the front and/
or back of the boat. With my set-up, 
I can move the transducer and to the 
best viewing spot on the boat.
	 I	 can	 fish	 from	 the	 front	 of	 the	

boat	and	scout	fish	as	 I	move	 in	on	
them with my trolling motor. I can 
move the transducer pole so as to see 
from either side of the boat or I can 
watch the action from the stern. I can 
view the action in real time as I work 
a lure vertically and also see a jig on 
a deadstick set in the same area. You 
can’t	 catch	fish	 if	 they	 aren’t	 there.	
See	the	fish...catch	the	fish.
 Search and destroy scouting with 
electronics, followed by search and 
destroy	 fishing	 with	 lures	 and	 live	
bait...that’s the MO of how I walleye 
fish	 today!	 I	 search	 by	 trolling	
crankbaits, casting bladebaits and 
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tossing swimbaits. Then I slow 
things down with plastic and/or live 
bait options.
 Right now (in most rivers) 
walleye have made their move into 
the main river channel and deep 

holes. My top spots are river bends, 
deep holes around bridges and the 
deep water near the dam. My top lure 
in this situation is B Fish N Tackle’s 
B3 Blade Bait. It’s an aggressive 
heavy brass lure that gives off a lot 
of	 vibration,	 flash,	 attraction	 and	 it	
flat	out	catches	walleye.
 The thing about bridges is that 
there are usually walleye around 
them all year long. Vertical ripping 
the B3 Blade Bait in deep water 
allows you to check that water 

I mounted my Livescope pole to a Scotty 
base so I can move it anywhere in the boat!



Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
R E C E N T  T R A D E  I N S

C O M E  C H E C K  T H E M  O U T !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2001 Chevrolet Tracker 4x4 ..................................................................... $1,290
2003 Ford Explorer XLT, 4-door, 4x2........................................................ $6,830
2003 Ford F350 XLT, Supercab, DRW, 4x2 .............................................. $6,630
2004 Chevrolet 1500 Regular Cab, 4x2 ................................................... $5,480
2005 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 .................................................................... $4,570
2005 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................. $14,570
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 .......................................... $11,880
2006 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4 ................................................................ $7,270
2006 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $12,990
2006 Ford F250 XL, Supercab, 4x4 ........................................................ $10,470
2007 Ford Edge SEL, AWD ...................................................................... $4,980
2008 Ford F250 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4 ...................................................... $9,600
2011 Chevrolet Colorado, Crewcab, 4x4 ................................................. $9,440
2013 Chrysler Town & Country Touring ................................................ $10,230
2015 GMC 1500 Sierra, SLT, Crewcab, 4x4 .......................................... $34,880
2016 Ford Escape SE, 4x4 ...................................................................... $16,920
2017 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $35,690
2018 Ford F150 XLT Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4 ..................................... $49,930
2019 Ford F250 XLT, Supercab, 4x2 ...................................................... $38,220
2021 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................... .$55,870
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Walt Matan is the chief lure designer for 
Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish N Tackle. 
To find out more about B-Fish-N Tackle’s 

line of AuthentX Plastic, H20 Jigs, 
B3 Bladebaits and Draggin’ Jigs go to 

www.bfishntackle.com or you can 
link to it via www.customjigs.com 

Also, be sure to follow/like Custom Jigs 
& Spins, B-fish-N Tackle, Walleye College 

and Walt Matan on Facebook for 
some up to the minute info.

quickly	 for	 active	 fish.	 Work	
downstream of the abutments and in 
the deeper holes downstream of the 
bridge. Then move back up and pitch 
the shallow water with an AuthentX 
Pulse-R on the lightest jig you can 
work with a little bottom contact. 
Once	you	figure	out	where	 they	are	
holding you can pitch a lightweight 
H20 jig and minnow to pick up the 
rest of the biters. 
 This time of year, a lot of walleye 
anglers	fishing	 lakes	head	 to	gravel	
points, gravel reefs and shallow 
sand gravel shorelines, because this 
is where walleye will spawn. These 
are	great	areas	 to	 focus	on,	but	fish	
will be spread out. It’s pretty easy to 
longline troll these areas with shallow 
running crankbaits while using your 
electric trolling motor. I can locate 
fish	 here	 with	 Sidescan	 sonar	 and	
then the Livescope transducer set in 
a holder on the side of my boat. 

	 If	 I	 find	 I	 catch	 or	 view	 a	 few	
walleye, I’ll mark the spot on the GPS 
map and then go back over it with a 
B Fish N Draggin’ Jig and minnow 
or half crawler. The Draggin’ Jig will 
not snag on rocks, and I can work an 
area over thoroughly. 
 Draggin’ Jigs come in three sizes 
1/16, 1/8 and 1/4 ounce. I like to go 
as light as possible, but sometimes 
wind effects casting distance and you 
want to be able to make long casts 
to these spooky shallow walleye. 
Another technique is to longline a 
second and/or third deadstick rod 
with 1/16th ounce Draggin’ jigs with 
bait. The rods are set in rod holders 
behind the boat, dragged slowly 
along as I cast from the front or side 
of the boat with a heavier Draggin’ 
and bait. I’ve had a lot of good luck 
doing this on windswept shores!
 Another option (where legal) is 
to tie a three-way jig with a B Fish N 

H20 Jig on bottom and a plain hook 
with a few colored beads up front and 
some live bait. This offers not only 
a livelier presentation, but a deadly 
combo	 for	 finicky	 walleye.	 I’ll	 use	
this double rig in shallow water with 
a jig as light as 3/32 ounce.
 May is one hot month for 
walleye. Whether you head to the 
river or your favorite walleye lake, 
you can’t go wrong with some of my 
tried and true techniques!

Wisconsin guide Jesse Quale 
with a donkey!

See the Walleye...Catch the Walleye!

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY



JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com

	 This	 was	 the	 first	 of	 several	
obstacles that my Grandson Connor 
(CJ) and I faced that morning.  But 
when your season only lasts 2-days, 
you hunt, no matter what.
 For the second year in a row 
CJ and I were the guests of Rich 
Burian, owner of SHUHART CREEK 
WHITETAILS. This Hancock County, 
Illinois	 outfitter	 features	 the	 finest	
whitetail deer hunting in west-central 
Illinois and the best turkey hunting 
anywhere.  The lodge is great, the 
gobblers are plentiful and the guys 
there are friendly and very helpful.
 Rich Burian’s Chief Guide is 
Greg Hymes.  I have known Greg 
for over 30-years and his knowledge 
and experience is second-to-none.  
Last year he put CJ and me right on 
a great gobbler and we had ultimate 
confidence	that	he	had	another	prime	
spot for us this year.
 I arrived at SHUHART CREEK 
on Friday morning to get everything 
set-up for CJ’s hunt the next day.  
Greg took me and all our gear to the 
blind	he	had	placed	specifically	due	to	
recent gobbler activity in that area.  As 
I loaded our stuff into the blind I sat 

18 Adventure Sports Outdoors | May 2022

 Harsh, terrible, brutal, frigid and 
miserable were just a few of the words 
said in the lodge at SHUHART CREEK 
WHITETAILS on the opening morning 
of the Illinois Youth Spring Turkey 
Season 2022. The temp was 28-degrees 
with a constant 20-MPH wind and 
gusts up to 40.  This was not the ideal 
morning for a turkey hunt.

in there and picked the perfect spot for 
our decoys.  I would put the strutting 
jake and 2 hens 15-yards from the 
blind the next morning.  I then walked 
out to the spot and put a stick in the 
field	so	I	would	be	able	to	easily	find	
the spot before daylight tomorrow.

 That is where challenge #2 came 
into play.  The next morning, I could 
not	 find	 that	 stick.	 	 I	 did	 not	 want	
to use a light, so I made my best 
guess.  When we got in the blind, I 
could quickly tell I was off by over 
20-yards.	 	 When	 filming	 a	 turkey	

ADAPT AND 
OVERCOME
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

Young turkey hunters Connor Dietrich and his new friend Carter Bailitz did their jobs 
during youth turkey season.  (Photos by Mike Roux and Rich Burian)
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hunt the view needs to be perfect for 
the hunter and for the cameraman.   I 
went back out to move all 3 decoys.  
In the process…I found my stick.
 Between the weather and having 
to	get	in	and	out	of	the	blind	I	figured	
our bad luck was over.  Not so! When 
CJ stood his shooting sticks up the 
rubber gun cradle was missing.  
“What else can go wrong?” I said 
out loud.  So once again we had a 
problem to solve.
 I took my video camera off its 
tripod and put some camo netting on 
top for a pad.  Now CJ had a rest to 
steady his gun, but I would have to 
film	off-hand.		Adapt	and	overcome.
	 There	was	a	bird	across	the	field	
gobbling steadily.  We heard one 
gobble over our left shoulder and a 
single gobble over our right shoulder.  
Because of the wind, judging distance 
was next to impossible.  So, CJ 
picked-up his 4-PLAY box call and 
went to work.
 The bird in front of us continued 
to gobble, but I doubt if he could hear 
my Grandson’s call.  I told CJ to call 
loud and I had him call a little bit more 
often than usual.  One of the sounding 

boards on the 4-PLAY call is higher 
pitched than the other 3.  I was hoping 
this higher pitch would penetrate the 
wind	better.		The	tom	across	the	field	
continued to gobble without moving.
 At about 7:30 I looked out of the 
blind to the north.  Three jakes were 
at full sprint towards our decoys.  I 
very calmly asked my young hunter, 
“Would you shoot a jake today or do 
you want hold-out for a long-beard?”  
He quickly answered, “I’d shoot a 
jake.  This weather is miserable.” 
 I then said, “OK, get on your 
gun cause here they come.”  The 
next moves have been rehearsed for 
years.  CJ readied his 20-gauge in its 
makeshift	 rest,	 and	 I	 began	 filming.		
These jakes ran right up to Tommy, 
our strutting jake decoy.
 It seemed like an hour before 
the birds separated enough for a safe 
shot.  CJ dumped his jake like a bag of 
hammers.  One of its buddies ran off.  
The	other	 spent	12-minutes	flogging	
the corpse and pecking at its eyeballs.
 10-year-old Connor Dietrich, 
Jr. had just taken his fourth spring 
gobbler and we were both happy and 
excited.  You can watch this hunt in 

RUBY’S LANDING RIVER RESORT

RV HOOKUPS • LONG TERM RV SITES AVAILABLE
WE HAVE IT ALL KAYAKS, CANOES, CABINS,CAMPING, STORE, CHAPEL, PLAYGROUND, SHUTTLE

WHERE FAMILIES COME TO STAY, FLOAT AND CAMP

22474 RESTFUL LANE, WAYNESVILLE, MO 65583 • RUBYSLANDING.MO@GMAIL.COM 
573-855-9567• RUBYSLANDING.COM

2023 on the WGO OUTDOORS 
You Tube channel.  But do not wait. 
Subscribe to that channel right now 
to see CJ’s hunt from last year along 
dozens of other great turkey hunts 
and educational segments.
 To make this story even better, 
Rich Burian took his grandson, Carter 
Bailitz to the very same blind the 
next day and he got the bird that was 
gobbling	across	the	field	from	CJ	the	
morning before.  Congratulations to 

both young turkey hunters.  Today’s 
youth will carry on this sport long 
after us grandpas are gone.
 To book your spring turkey 
hunt or fall deer hunt at SHUHART 
CREEK WHITETAILS call Rich 
Burian at 815-483-8729.  We might 
just see you there.
 For regular and constant outdoor 
content, Like and Follow MIKE 
ROUX OUTDOOR ENTERPRISES 
on Facebook.

Kamden Boley of Hamilton, IL with his first Turkey, Dad Don Boley
was his guide. Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection
Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 

Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 335-7126

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Harry Sokhi, Owner
Email: pb.harry3@gmail.com

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

LEWISTOWN MART

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 After seeing an idea from Gary 
Talley on The Henry Family Facebook 
group to convert his regular Frontier 
lever action to a “silver” version I 
decided to do the same.  It is extremely 
easy to do the main conversion by 
purchasing a silver Evil Roy receiver 
cover and barrel ring through the 
Henry Pride online store.  However, 
more can be added, which both of us 
have done.  Gary added some fancy 
“furniture”, loop lever and leather 

lever wrap.  I added a nice-looking 
stock set that I had found in my 
storage of extra parts, and am going to 
add the loop lever with leather wrap.  
I	 also	 added	 a	 Skinner	 rimfire	 rail	
mount peep sight; the installation of 
which is the subject of this article.
 First, be sure to have the proper 
fitting	 screw	 drivers,	 brass	 hammer/
punch set, and the Skinner Sights 
provided key wrenches, as well as a gun 
mat to lay all of the tools and extra parts.

INSTALLING A SKINNER 
RIMFIRE RAIL MOUNT 

PEEP SIGHT

	 Step	 1:	 	 Place	 the	 rifle	 in	 a	 gun	
vice, or, in my case, using the holding 
yokes	of	my	Plano	field	maintenance	
kit.  Now remove the rear buckhorn 
open sight.  This is done by taking out 
the holding screw and lightly tapping 
the dovetail base out of the slot, from 
left to right, using a brass hammer and 
punch set, such as sold by Henry.
 Step 2:  From right to left tap in 
a dovetail slot cover, which can be 
obtained from Skinner Sights.  There 
will be two very small screw holes 
that were under the sight.  Replace 
these with very small screws, again, 
available from Skinner.  These are 
very small, so be extremely careful as 
to	using	the	correct	fitting	screwdriver,	
and something under the area as to not 
lose them should one be dropped.
 Step 3:  All of the removal is now 

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

completed, so it is time to prepare the 
peep sight.  There are no adjustments, 
or work with the front sight at this 
time.  While you can loosen the side 
screw that tightens the sight to the 
dovetail rail, I prefer to remove it.  
Now lubricate the rail area.  I like using 
a product like Gun Protect, which 
unfortunately is no longer available, 
unless	 you	 happen	 to	 find	 some	 left	
over in a store.  Sliding the sight 
on can sometimes be a little tricky, 
especially with the black models 
where the baked-on paint can make 
the rail slightly thicker.  In this case 
it was a silver series receiver cover, 
which went on smoother.  If it needs 
a little help, use the brass hammer/
punch, but place a cloth under it so that 
it will not damage the top of the rail.  I 
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Step 1: Removing rear buckhorn sight. Step 2: Installing dovetail slot cover and 
small screw plugs.



JAMES STOTLER - Manager
Formally GCR Tire Center

Office 309-343-1141
james.stotler@pompstire.com

1861 Knox County Highway 9
Galesburg, IL 61401

www.pompstire.com

have installed a painted one in which 
I had to come from the hammer end.  
This is not the best, but it created less 
damage to the painted area.  Again, 
the lubricant can be a key to making 
it much easier to slide on.  Slide the 
sight all the way to the back, and if you 
have a sight like the Skinner Express 
that has been mounted on another gun 
by the company, set it along side and 
compare the placement.
 Step 4:  Now that the sight is 
positioned replace and tighten the screw 
that you had loosened or removed from 
the sight mount in step 3.
 Step 5:  The basic sight installation 
is now complete, so it is time to sight 
in the gun.  For this you have two more 
screws, one for the windage dovetail 
slide and the other for the threaded 
peep that screws up and down.  You 

can also replace the front sight to 
make it taller, but I prefer keeping the 
shorter one mounted in the factory, 
if at all possible.  However, if it is 
removed during sighting-in, it will 
be tapped out with the brass hammer/
punch with light taps from left to 
right, and then the new one installed 
tapping right to left.
 Step 6:  It is now time to head to 
the range to sight it in.  This is where 
my	Plano	field	maintenance	kit	comes	
in very handy with all my tools right 
at hand.  First, loosen the windage 
dovetail and elevation peep screws.  
Since I start with the lower front sight, 
I screw the peep all the way down.  
On three of these mounts, it has made 
it so that the last part of the tightening 
leaves the aperture on the wrong side.  
So, I remove the aperture, and screw 

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
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it into the other side.  I then slightly 
tighten the side screw and will not 
fully tighten it until the sighting in is 
completed.
	 Fire	about	 three	 rounds	at	 a	 rifle	
target from the distance you prefer.  I 
recommend 25 yards since most of my 
target shooting/plink is done at 15, 25 
and 50 yards, but it is up to whatever 
the person will be doing.  If the 
elevation looks good, then tighten that 
screw.		If	it	fires	too	low,	then	unscrew	
the peep upward 1 turn and keep 
doing this until the correct elevation 
is	achieved.		If	it	is	consistently	firing	
too high, then it may need the front 
sight replaced with the taller post.  
Once the elevation is found to be on 

level with the bullseye, move on to 
the windage side of things.
 If lucky there will be no need for 
windage adjustment, but if not, get 
out the hammer/punch set.  Be sure 
the screw is loose, and then slightly 
tap the slide (use baby steps) to the 
direction of where the point of impact 
needs to fall.
 Once you are hitting center shots 
with 3 to 5 rounds of standard and 
high velocity ammo, it is time to 
fully tighten both screws on the sight 
adjustments.
 I’ve been asked about what 

KESTER’S WILD GAME 
FOOD NURSERIES INC.

Improving Wildlife Habitat for over 75 Years

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLANT 
YOUR FOOD PLOTS

PHONE: 920-685-2929
Fax: 920-685-6727

P.O. Box 516, Omro, WI 54963

• Perennial Mix’s
• Annual Mixes
• Clover’s
• Small Burnett

• Brassicas
• Chicory
• Alfalfa
• And a lot more

www.kestersnursery.com

Continued on page 45

Step 3:  Use brass hammer/punch with 
light taps if some help is needed to slight 

mount on rail.

Step 3:  Slide sight mount from front to back.Step 3: Lubricate rail.Step 3: Remove screw from mount base.
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CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217

Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
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HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
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 Modern technology has greatly 
increased the likelihood of locating 
fish	with	the	advent	of	many	advanced	
fish	locators	and	sonar	equipment.	The	
unfortunate fact is that even when you 
know where they are that doesn’t mean 
that you can catch them. Sometimes 
they just aren’t interested in eating and 
even at best they are more lethargic in 
cold water. Here’s some ideas that have 
helped me.
 I’ve said in the past that I go bass 
fishing	 early	 in	 the	 season,	 just	 after	
all the ice is gone, mostly for exercise 
and	 to	 stretch	 my	 fishing	 lines	 and	
winter casting muscles. The crappie 
and some other species are more 
catchable in cooler water than are the 
largemouth bass. I don’t have a lot of 
success in numbers on bass until the 
water temperature exceeds 50 degrees. 
Even then each degree in increased 
temperature results in more bites. I do 

however	catch	some	of	the	largest	fish	
of the year in the early spring. The large 
bass must eat more relative to their 
body size. It just takes some different 
tackle and differing techniques to 
accomplish this. 
 In cold water the bass’ metabolism 
slows way down and they don’t need 
as much to eat, and they are not willing 
or able to chase prey quickly or as far. 
It	 is	 necessary	 to	 adjust	 our	 fishing	
practices accordingly rather than trying 
to force-feed them our normal warm 
water baits and at the higher speeds. 
First, I would say that smaller baits 
result	 in	 more	 fish,	 so	 it	 depends	 on	
your expectations and your goals what 
your use for lures. If you’re needing 5 
or 6 barely 14-inch bass for a weigh-in 
probably the smaller lures and slower 
presentations are best.
 If however you would rather catch 
one big bass than several smaller ones, 
I suggest a different technique. It is 
still necessary to slow down from the 
summer	speeds,	but	I	fish	large	baits	for	

big bass in the early spring. The larger 
baits displace more water creating a 
more attractive opportunity for a big 
hungry spring bass to eat more food 
in one gulp that she would get out of 
several small offerings. 
 Along rocky banks that have 
some structure and objects I use large 
crankbaits that dive deeper than the 
depth of the surrounding water. This 
causes the crankbait to dig into the 
bottom and bounce off of any other 
obstructions. When the lure stops or 
digs into the bottom, stop your retrieve 
momentarily allowing the bait to rise 
or to dart sideways. Many strikes occur 
when	you	restart	the	retrieve.	The	fish	
is following or observing the bait but 
wont strike until an erratic movement 
triggers the strike impulse. 
 These same banks and especially 
banks with logs and stumps just call 

for a big rubber-legged jig with a craw 
or	a	salamander	trailer.	I	usually	fish	a	
1/2-ounce jig and the additional trailer 
adds even more weight. It’s easier 
keep contact with bottom and feel the 
logs and stumps with the larger jigs. 
Watch the line carefully as the strikes 
are very subtle, making line control 
and concentration a must. I normally 
use	some	crawfish	scent	on	the	jig	and	
trailer	as	 it	causes	 the	fish	 to	hold	on	
to the lure longer resulting in more 
hook-ups. Try it maybe it’ll work for 
you or maybe you can work out some 
modification	 that	 is	 more	 successful.	
The important thing is to get a line in 
the water.  
 It’s Faith, Family, and Fishing

USE COLD WATER TACTICS 
FOR EARLY SUCCESS

SHADOWS ON THE WATER 
& IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow • davidsha@consolidated.net
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THE SPOTTED GHOSTS OF TEXAS
www.TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

TedNugent.com 
or 

facebook.com/tednugent

	 Day	 59,	 hour	 200,	 and	 finally	 the	 beast	
makes its entrance! Yeah, sure, I know all about 
the sheer stupidity of “canned hunts”, and 
the	 “fish	 in	 a	 barrel”	 nonsense	 by	 the	 know-
nothing presumptuous goofballs out there, but 
this old 73.5-year-old gutpile addicted lifetime 
bowhunter	knows	reality	from	fiction,	and	I	was	
all in to capitalize on this rare, long-awaited 
encounter with the mighty axis deer of Texas. 
I earned this magical moment, and backstraps 
would be mine, come hell or high water!
 If anybody knows how to ambush a deer 
with the bow and arrow, with all humility if I 
may, it would be me. Starting out following 
my Fred Bear gang member dad through the 
wilds of Michigan’s national and state forests 
from the time I could walk, the Spirit of the 
Wild	and	the	mystical	flight	of	the	arrow	have	
called my name nonstop.
 Through excruciating trial and error, I 
eventually	 figured	 out	 the	 essential	 rules	 of	
engagement of reasoning predator strategies 
to get within striking distance of the world’s 
most elusive and high-strung critters; the 
mighty, hard hunted, public land whitetail deer 

of Michigan.
   And, oh, what a glorious, 

though always frustrating 
adventure it has been!
 Applying all the inescapable lessons of 
real world bowhunting 101, my ambush setups 
have proven rather effective as time throttles 
on, but as always, right place right time is in 
the very capable hands of the mythical beasts, 
and more often than not, the best laid plans of 
the deadly WhackMaster end up skunked and 
backstrapless more often than I’d like to admit.
 At the top of the bowhunting 101 list is 
perseverance.
 So even though I was getting frustrated 
to the core after so many skunked sessions, I 
nevertheless grabbed my Mathews bow with 
its quiver full of GoldTip arrows, donned my 
Mossy Oak murder regalia and headed for 
the best ladderstand for the current wind on 
SpiritWild Ranch to give it yet another go.
 Okay, nobody enjoys and appreciates 
the glorious birdsong concert every hunt, the 
always mesmerizing ballet of wildlife and 
the effervescent sanctuary healing powers of 
nature, especially in these treacherous times in 
America, but dammit, I need to kill something, 
and I need to kill something soon.
 I had regularly enhanced my chosen 
ambush zones with ample doses of Big Tine 
supplemental feed (bait), secured my stand 
with adequate silhouette breaking cover deep 

in the shadows with the wind in my face and 
the sun at my back, made certain my arrow 
rest was completely silent, and had diligently 
practiced with my Mathews every day to zero 
in accurately for the moment of truth.
 Equal to the importance of perseverance 
is the maintaining of a strong, killer mindset, 
remaining	confident	and	ultra-tuned	in,	ready	
for the moment of truth.
 Having stuck to the routine, it was all 
about	 to	 pay	 off,	 finally,	 as	 the	 giant	 stag	
slowly, and carefully emerged from the cedar 
thicket shadows, cautiously making its way 
into my killzone.
 Consciously getting my breathing under 
control, and stealthily bringing my Mathews into 
shooting position, my oft repeated shot sequence 
unfolded with a power of its own, and the Martial 
Art of bowhunting executed a beautiful arrow 
straight into the pumpstation of the mighty stag, 
and all that was left was the celebration.
 His deathrun was a short 50 yards and he 
was a monster! I’m guessing he was more than 
10 years old and pushing a genuine 300 plus 
muscled pounds of mature axis deer beastdom.
The joys of success are in direct correlation 
with the challenge of the endeavor, so this 
celebration was totally out of control.
 With the great deer gutted, cleaned and 
hung in the cooler for aging, my quest for 
axis deer was far from over as the herd on 
our SpiritWild Ranch had grown to near out 

of control levels 
due to their 
elusiveness.
 Thusly, day 
after day I repeated my thrilling bowhunting 
maneuvers, and as usual, got skunked for another 
five	days	in	a	row.
 But low and behold, on day six, the 
predator planets once again aligned, and 
miracle of miracle, another giant, mature 
stag made his appearance, and once again the 
old backstrapping guitarplayer pulled off his 
bowhunting dream with another old, heavy 
monarch in the bag.
 I’m sure glad I don’t have to wait 
hundreds of hours between whitetail kills, but 
the hard-earned encounters with axis deer does 
make success a little sweeter.
 With year-round hunting, no bag limits 
and a target rich environment, the mighty 
and very delicious axis deer of Texas is a 
bowhunters dream.
 I’m still at it and will stay at it nonstop, 
because, quite simply, I am a bowhunter and 
the critters need me. And I need them. A 
marriage made in heaven on earth.

by:

Tall Timbers MarinaTall Timbers Marina
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Transient Slips Available!Transient Slips Available!
Gas available: 91 Octane, no ethanolGas available: 91 Octane, no ethanol

 Tall Timbers Marina is one of the  Tall Timbers Marina is one of the 
most unique marinas on the Illinois most unique marinas on the Illinois 

River boasting large decks and a screen River boasting large decks and a screen 
porch where you can relax and enjoy the porch where you can relax and enjoy the 
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Come Party on the Water!Come Party on the Water!
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Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash
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Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
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BARNS N BOARDS
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 Hello again, friends. I hope this 
month is treating you well.  I write 
this a little earlier than you read it, 
but this is the month I am supposed 
to welcome baby number three into 
our family and the month in which 
we smack some more crappie in the 
face and bring them top side into the 
boat!  May is a great month for me.  
Crappie spawn comes to an end, it 
is my birthday and my anniversary 
with my beautiful wife.  Baby girl is 
due May 20th, anniversary is May 
25th, and my birthday is May 27th. 

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith

I personally enjoy May – rather 
a lot! Spring is in full swing and 
soon to be summer which means 
I’ll be chasing white bass on Lake 
Springfield	 starting	 in	 June	 and	
I cannot wait for that.  May is 
just a fun month for me this year. 
Especially this year to welcome our 
new baby girl!  
 Sometimes you have a guide 
trip that sticks out to you or a fun 
group or certain weather conditions 
while on the water. Whatever the 
reason is, you remember that!  My 

goal	as	a	fishing	guide	 is	different	
everyday.  Everyday I ask my clients 
what their goal is before we get out 
of the no wake zone.  This reassures 
to both of us what they want and 
what I can do to help them achieve 
that goal.  This time of year, I like 
to throw back big crappie and/or 
big	females	for	the	spawn.		If	a	fish	
is pulled in the boat and its sitting 
eggs, it goes back in the water to do 
its thing.  This year has been fun for 

me, I have had repeat clientele most 
of my spring, with a few new people 
but the goals have been mostly the 
same.  I ask, “what is your goal for 
today?” They respond, “we want to 
take	a	few	home	for	a	fish	fry	and	
have some fun!” This is a beautiful 
thing	 to	 hear	 as	 a	 fishing	 guide	
especially during the spawn.  I am 
100%	 fine	with	 getting	 limits	 and	
taking your limit home.  I respect 
the anglers that don’t concentrate 



BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS
205 East Main St. • PO Box 5 • Knoxville, IL 61448

309.388.0159

Mon-Fri 1:00pm-5:30pm • Sat. 9:00am–12:00pm
Closed Sundays

denise@knoxgreatoutdoors.com
Terry Howarter • Denise Shepherd

We Sell Below 
Retail All The Time!
If We Don’t Have It, 

We Can Get It 
Below Retail!

FFL Transfers • Les Baer Custom
Historical Armory • Rock River Arms
Many Brands of Rifles, 
Handguns & Shotguns!

New and Used Firearms, Live Bait & Trapping Supplies

Triple S Catfish Bait
(formerly Sonny’s)

Works Great on 
Rend Lake!!

Hoss’s Hawg Bait
Leeches, etc.

on the limits per say and they want 
to have a good time. They realize, 
okay we could obtain 15 crappie 
each and there is three of us and 
that would be 45 crappie total with 
90	fillets.	The	average	person	will	
eat	about	four	to	eight	pieces	of	fish	
with other sides. If I go to the lake, 
not on a guide trip, I myself will 
most likely bring my limit home 
that	day.		I	love	eating	fish	and	my	
family enjoys it prepared all sorts 
of different ways.  I can respect 
both sides of the spectrum from the 
group that says, “We want a triple 
limit.” To the other side where the 

group says, “we want enough for a 
fish	fry	and	want	 to	enjoy	 the	day	
on the water together.” Hearing the 
second response a lot this year has 
really made me think that maybe 
these people are not concentrated 
on getting limits as much as they 
are on concentrating on enjoying 
their time outside and on the boat 
together as friends and families.  
	 As	a	fishermen,	when	I	go	out	
and	say	I	only	caught	eleven	fish	that	
day, I would be very upset.  Some 
customers think that it was amazing, 
and I am still working to wrap my 
brain around how different our 

expectations are.  Talk about mind 
blown	when	you	catch	100	fish	 in	
one day. The fun part about guiding 
and building relationships with so 
many people is that you’re always 
learning something different about 
them or you hear stories of when 
they grew up or you hear about 
the fact that their daughter is off to 
college this year and they ask you 
about your own family.  Maybe I’m 
being a little sentimental because I 
am going to have my third child this 
month or because I have taken out 
multiple groups of father and sons 
and son-in-laws and been able to 

share a day and be a part of their life 
just for a few short hours.  The one 
thing about sharing the boat with a 
group of people everyday is that you 
see love in some fashion!  It could 
be the dad yelling at his son to get 
out of the minnows because they 
think I care about it. Haha!  It could 
be a friendly competition of who 
caught the most and who caught the 
biggest	fish.	The	 teasing	back	 and	
forth	is	a	must	on	any	fishing	trip.	A	
son bringing his father because Dad 
has cancer, and they don’t know 
if	 they	are	going	to	be	able	to	fish	

Continued on page 99

Terry Lindsey with his first fish caught out of his new 
Lowe Stinger 175C from Eastside Marine. 

Call Eastside Marine for all of your boating needs 217-522-2408.



THE JOYS OF CHASING 
BUSHYTAILS

Squirrel Hunting is a Fun and Popular Activity 
Throughout the Midwest

By: Colby Simms with  Ray Simms & Craig Fisher
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 With exceptional hunting 
opportunities for deer, turkey, dove, 
quail, rabbit, waterfowl and more, 
it’s understandable that squirrel 
hunting gets pushed to the side by 
many hunters in the bountiful woods 
of the Midwestern United States. In 
many portions of this region of the 
country though, squirrel hunting is as 
American as baseball and apple pie, a 
long-standing tradition that has been 
passed down for generations. 
 
*New Hunters
 A great many young hunters 
got their start in this exciting sport 
by hunting squirrels. Squirrel 
hunting teaches youngsters the 
basics of hunting that they will use 
later on when they chase bigger 
game. Squirrels are very abundant 
in many areas of the Midwest. It is 
very important to get kids involved 
in hunting at an early age. Because 
of the fact that they are likely to see 
good numbers of their quarry and 
will likely be able to take several of 
these little animals in the course of 
a morning or an evening of hunting, 
will more than likely mean that their 
attention will be held and that they’ll 
have a good time. 
 Children can sometimes have 
short attention spans, and so it is very 
important to keep them interested 
to hope to get them excited about 
hunting. I started hunting these little 
animals before progressing on to deer 

and turkey. I also started my boys off 
hunting squirrels in Missouri before 
taking them out for turkey and deer. 
Squirrel hunting was great training 
for me and it was great training for 
my sons. 
 
*Skill Development 
 Squirrels are the perfect species 
for	 first	 time	 hunters.	 This	 is	 not	
just true for kids however, but for 
people of all ages. Even older people 
that	are	learning	to	hunt	for	the	first	
time	 can	find	 squirrel	 hunting	 to	be	
very	beneficial	to	shrink	the	learning	
curve. It is best to line up a few 
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Squirrel hunting is great fun and a tradition 
for outdoor enthusiasts in the Midwest.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, 
bass and billfish tournament champ 
and multiple circuit championship 
title holder, record holding guide, 

public speaker, award winning 
international writer and network TV & 
radiopersonality, and Owner of Colby 
Simms Outdoors LLC, offering custom 

lures & tackle, professional promotions, 
media services, seminars, and guided 
trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., 

Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com 
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com 
and follow them at: www.facebook.
com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro 

& www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsOutdoors. 

May 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  27

smaller animals like squirrels in the 
sights and make a few kills before 
venturing out on hunting trips for 
bigger game. Having a few kills 
under their belt, all new hunters are 
much	 more	 likely	 to	 hold	 the	 rifle	
much more still and steady for a 
good shot, unlike they would if they 
were taking aim at bigger game for 
the	very	first	time.	
 Squirrel hunting teaches 
patience, the need to be quiet and to 
hold motionless for certain lengths 
of time, it teaches the proper use of 
camouflage	 and	 concealment	 in	 the	
woods, teaches hunters to stalk, to 
wait for the right time to shoot, to 
take aim on an animal, and to make 
a good clean shot. Older generations 
have passed these skills on down to 
younger generations for thousands 
of years and it is no different today 
when in the squirrel woods.
 We cannot forget our past and 
what our ancestors did to survive for 
so many years. Hunting, which is now 
considered a sport in our country, was 
how people fed themselves and their 
families in the past. In these times, 
when we head out into the woods to 
hunt squirrels, the meat does not go 
to waste. There are a wide variety of 
ways to prepare them alone, not to 
mention that they make a great meat 
in soups and stews, especially good 
in the cooler months of the year. 
 
*Concealment Considerations
 Squirrel hunting is great fun 
and also helps hunters to keep their 
skills in practice while waiting for a 
season to open for larger game. We 
use	 Real	 Tree	 camouflage	 patterns	
for squirrel hunting here in the 

Midwest and they work great for 
really blending into the surroundings 
wherever we hunt (www.realtree.
com). We like a little more green in 
our	camouflage	clothing	for	most	of	
the squirrel season. After using the 
Hardwoods Green patterns for years, 
with great success, we progressed on 
to the APG Green and Xtra Green 
patterns. These are highly realistic 
concealment patterns that allow a 
hunter to completely disappear and 
move invisibly through the forest. 
 
*Get Out There
 The Midwestern United States 
is full of excellent places to get out 
into the woods and hunt a variety 
of species. But don’t neglect the 
fun, simple and excellent squirrel 
hunting that exists here. Time spent 
in the woods and on the waters is 

WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

an experience that’s unmatched and 
irreplaceable. Grab a gun or a bow or 
a	fishing	rod	and	get	out	there…

Squirrels help to hone hunting skills for bigger game. Tools for squirrel hunting.



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker - Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

BASIC SPINNERBAIT TIPS

 It’s no secret to those who know me, 
that	I	absolutely	love	to	fish	spinnerbaits.		I	
firmly	believe	that	it	comes	in	a	very	close	
second to the plastic worm in terms of the 
versatility and productivity of this lure. 
Not everyone agrees with this as I have 
had many folks tell me that they never 
catch	 fish	 on	 spinnerbaits.	 For	 those	 of	
you out there with that same story, I’d bet 
you’re either using the wrong spinnerbait 
design for the job, or you’re not throwing 
it where the Bass are at a given time! 
This month I’m going to give you a list 
of my Top 10 tips that I guarantee will 
help you be more successful when using 
a spinnerbait.
 Keep It Simple. Load your favorite 
baitcasting reel with 17Lb test line 
and tie on a 1/2 Oz spinnerbait in solid 
White or Chartreuse/White. Then cast it 
around	 the	 thickest	 cover	 you	 can	 find.	
Sure, the chances of snagging your lure 

are increased a bunch, but your chances 
of catching a huge Bass also goes up 
dramatically! Never let the spinnerbait 
sink out of sight. This will help you to 
see how the Bass strikes and in turn learn 
more about catching Bass on spinnerbaits.  
Also, don’t set the hook when you see the 
strike,	wait	till	you	feel	the	fish,	because	
a Bass will really inhale a spinnerbait and 
hold on to it for a long while.
 Blade Selection. Indiana blades offer 
a good choice aside from the traditional 
Willow or Colorado blades. The Colorado 
looks like a round disc and gives you a 
lot of “Vibration” or “Thump” and the 
Willow	 resembles	 your	 finger,	 long,	
narrow and pointed on each end. Willow 
blades will create a lot of “Flash” but 
not as much thump or vibration. The 
Indiana blade, which looks like a tear 
drop combines the best of the other two 
without overdoing it one way or the other. 
However, there are those times when 
you need the “Vibration” or the “Flash” 
for either dirty water or thick vegetation. 
The Colorado’s thump is very good at 
attracting stubborn bass to the lure and the 
Willow retrieves better through grass and 
other types of cover without snagging. 
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 Tandem vs. Single Blades. While 
a single bladed lure will produce more 
vibration, a tandem bladed lure will 
assure that at least one blade will spin 
continuously when banging through 
brush. If a single spin blade quits spinning 
the bait lays on its side and the lure may 
hang up. What makes a spinnerbait 
relatively snag free is the constant 
spinning blade(s) keeping the lure upright 
so that the wire arm can protect the hook. 
The	 tandem	 blades	 produce	 more	 flash	
as said earlier and also has two blades 
giving the lure more “lift” allowing it to 
be retrieved more slowly without hanging 
up. But the single blade works better if 

you need a drop or fall in your retrieve, 
like alongside a stump or dock piling. Just 
stop the retrieve and let the lure drop and 
“Helicopter” down until the strike occurs.
Lure Color. Again, keep it simple. Use 
White in clear water during and on sunny 
days. Chartreuse and White for dirty 
water on sunny days, Blue and Chartreuse 
for clear to slightly stained water on 
overcast days, and solid Chartreuse in 
dirty water on overcast days. Any Bright 
Color will work in muddy water no matter 
what the sky conditions are. And in low 
light conditions or at night, you will want 
to use as dark a lure as possible since you 
will now be depending on the Bass seeing 
a silhouette shape and brighter colors do 
not accomplish that as well. This is when 
Blacks, dark Reds, Purples and other dark 
colors are best employed.

Black

Chartreuse and White



edges and keep it positioned as close 
to the grass as possible, occasionally 
“clipping” a strand of weed for effect. 
If your spinnerbait becomes snagged 
momentarily in the grass… Rip it loose 
and hang on as a strike will often follow 
this action!
 Confidence Factor. Using some 
of the tips I have lined out for    you 
and drawing on your own experiences, 
nothing	 beats	 having	 confidence	 in	 the	
lure and/or presentation you use. In the 
Spring, a big 3/4 Oz white spinnerbait 
with either tandem white willow blades 
or a single white Colorado blade slow 
rolled along a log, or a ledge/drop-off, 
or over the top of deeper vegetation is 
my “go to” bait that I personally have 
the	 most	 confidence	 in	 and	 it	 pays	 off	
time and time again! A spinnerbait will 
catch	fish	in	most	any	waters,	under	most	
any	 conditions,	 providing	 the	 fisherman	
is consistent and selects the right type 
or color of spinnerbait for the given 
conditions. Use a spinnerbait more often, 
gain	confidence	in	this	versatile	lure	and	
you’ll	become	a	better	fisherman.	If	you	
need some of these spinnerbaits I have 
described, message me at Robert Park on 
Facebook. Our lures can also be purchased 
over the counter at Rt 24 Gun and Pawn in 
Bartonville.	Good	Luck,	good	fishing	and	
hope to see you on the water somewhere.

WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated

Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL

Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884

WaltsGarage@centurytel.net TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

309.353.AUTO
(309.353.2886)

 Blade Size. Bigger blades give off 
more vibration which helps in some 
situations, such as if wind or current has 
stirred up the water. If the water is calm 
and not much wind or current, use smaller 
blades	with	less	vibration	and	flash.	Fish	
will ‘spook” easier in shallow clear water 
with big noisy baits, so downsize the lure 
to present a stealthier presentation. In this 
application try using a 1/4 Oz lure rather 
than the bigger bulky choices. A lure that 
resembles	a	small	baitfish	can	be	just	the	
ticket! But those same big noisy baits are 
great for bumping through treetops in 10+ 
feet of water.
 Lure Trailers. Plastic trailers are 
always good and even come in a variety 
of shapes and colors. Plastic trailers 
like Curl Tail grubs are most often 
used, but even Creature baits will work 
well especially if you want a bulkier 
appearance or slower drop on the fall. I 
prefer silicone skirts over living rubber, as 
silicone offers a larger selection of colors 
and lasts longer. But there are times when 
good old fashioned living rubber skirts are 
chosen, especially if I want that pulsating 
appearance that living rubber gives.  I 
also try to stay away from trailer hooks if 
possible	as	they	are	harder	to	fish	in	cover	
and allow the lure to hang up much easier. 
But if the bass is “short-striking” your 
lure a trailer hook may be needed.
 Wire Size. Spinnerbaits come in 
many sizes and have different sized wire 
shafts. The smaller diameter wire shafts 

provide	 more	 vibration	 and	 flexibility	
with	 less	fish	 lost	 after	 the	hook-up,	but	
the larger diameter wire shafts are more 
durable in heavy cover, but can help the 
fish	 to	 come	 un-hooked	 when	 thrown	
around	as	the	fish	thrashes	while	fighting	
after the hook is set. A good rule of thumb 
is .035 diameter wire on 1/4 Oz lures, 
.041 diameter on 3/8 Oz, and .051 on 1/2 
Oz to 3/4 Oz.
 Weather Conditions. Low light days 
are always good days for spinnerbaits, 
especially if there is wind putting a little 
“chop” on the water surface. But, the 
opposite can also be true since sunny days 
push bass to hide under or behind objects 
to be in the shade, and a spinnerbait will 
call them out of hiding to strike at the 
lure. As I mentioned, the wind comes into 
play in a big way for spinnerbaits. If you 
are	fishing	with	any	other	type	of	lure	and	
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BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
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OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Member Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

ALL FREE RANGE HUNTS

the wind picks up, putting a “chop” on the 
water’s surface, switch to a spinnerbait.  
Chances are you will not only catch more 
fish	 but	 maybe	 even	 bigger	 fish,	 as	 the	
wind will cause Bass to go on a feed as 
baitfish	 will	 become	 more	 active	 in	 the	
stirred-up water! 

 
 Location. Location of cover is the 
key	 element	 with	 spinnerbait	 fishing.	
In shallow water swim the lure through 
the brush, or along the side of fallen 
trees (a personal favorite tactic of mine) 
occasionally rolling the spinnerbait over 
the top to the other side of the log. Pull 
the lure more slowly through the deeper 
branches keeping it near the structure and 
only cranking fast enough to keep the 
line tight. Retrieve the lure along weed 

Solid White

Blue and Chartreuse
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Warsaw, MO – More sunken brush piles 
for	 fish	 habitat	 were	 recently	 added	 to	
Truman Lake in the Shawnee Bend area by 
the Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC). The brush piles provide sheltering 
and	feeding	places	for	bait	fish	and	sport	
fish.	They	also	make	good	spots	for	anglers	
to	catch	fish.	The	GPS	locator	coordinates	
for the brush piles should be added to maps 
on the MDC’s MO Fishing app by the end 
of the month.
 “These brush piles are popular 
among anglers,” said Chris Brooke, MDC 
fisheries	 management	 biologist.	 “They	

MDC SINKS FISH-ATTRACTING BRUSH 
PILES AT TRUMAN LAKE
By Bill Graham

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:
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can be good for any angler. But on a large 
reservoir like Truman, they are especially 
useful for folks who aren’t as familiar with 
the lake and need somewhere to start.”
 Fourteen MDC staff members used 
heavy equipment and a barge to move 
brush from shore to the lake. Cedar trees 
that will last for long periods underwater 
were weighted and sunk. Fish often 
congregate	near	flooded	standing	timber,	
especially cedars, when a lake is new. 
But as lakes age those trees decay away. 
Adding brush piles replaces lost structure 
cover	for	fish.
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 “In years past, we have dumped one 
or two trees in a spot and moved around to 
several different locations,” Brooke said. 
“This year, we changed things up a bit and 
concentrated on dumping several trees in 
a couple of spots. This should allow these 
brush piles to be more productive across 
a range of lake conditions since these 
large brush piles cover a greater range 
of depths. Larger brush piles will also 
help anglers who may not have the GPS 
technology	to	key	in	on	a	specific	spot	but	
can	fish	in	the	general	area	knowing	there	
are several trees there.”
 MDC staff this year will also begin 

evaluating places where brush was sunk in 
previous	years	to	gauge	fish	use,	he	said.
	 To	 find	 lake	 maps	 and	 GPS	
coordinates for sunken brush piles, 
visit Where to Fish | Missouri Department 
of Conservation (mo.gov). For general 
information	 about	 fishing	 in	 Missouri,	
visit https://short.mdc.mo.gov/43j.
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8x10  8x15
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MDC staff recently sank large brush piles in 
Truman Lake to improve underwater

habitat for fish and fish-catching places 
for anglers. Missouri Department of 

Conservation photo.
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MDC ENCOURAGES MISSOURIANS TO 
“BEE-FRIEND” POLLINATORS THIS SPRING
By Jill Pritchard

JEFFERSON CITY, MO 
– Lawnmowers aren’t the only buzzing 
people will hear outdoors this spring. A 
variety of Missouri’s many native bees 
become active as the weather warms, 
but their populations are declining. 
These fuzzy insects are important 
pollinators, playing a critical role in the 
production of many favorite fruits and 
vegetables. The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) encourages the 
public to “bee-friend” these valuable 
insects this season.
 Missouri is home to around 450 
species of native bees, but it’s not 
uncommon	 for	 more	 to	 be	 identified	
each year. Several common bees found 
in Missouri include the bumblebee, 
sweat bee, leafcutter bee, miner bee, 
and the larger carpenter bee.
 Most native bees only live 
about one year. They emerge in the 
spring	 as	 adults,	 visiting	 flowers	 and	
building nests. Some species, such 
as bumblebees, make their nests 
underground, while others, such as 
leafcutter and mason bees, will nest in 
small cavities found in wood or in the 
pith of plant stems.
 Throughout their lifecycle, bees 
pollinate	flowering	plants	that	provide	
food,	 fiber,	 and	 even	 medicines.	 Bee	
pollinators’ national value is around 
$30 billion annually, and they are 
responsible for 1 in 3 bites of food 
Americans eat. Without bees and other 
pollinators, humans would not have 
foods such as nuts, grapes, coffee, and 
even chocolate.

BEE A FRIEND
 There are many ways the public 
can support Missouri’s native bees, but 
the best way is to plant native plants.
 “It’s	 all	 about	 the	 flowers,”	
said MDC Urban Wildlife Biologist 
Erin Shank. “Planting native plants, 
especially those with colorful blossoms, 
is a great way to bring bees to your yard 
because the color catches their eye.”
 Shank also explained that 
companion planting, in which one 
plant helps the growth of another, can 
help facilitate the pollination of fruits 
and vegetables. For example, planting 

bee balm can help pollinate tomatoes, 
peppers,	and	eggplant.	Other	flowering	
companion	plants	 include	 sunflowers,	
blue wild indigo, wild hyacinth, purple 
prairie clover, and common milkweed.
 Flowering trees and shrubs, such 
as redbud, American plum, and golden 
currant are also great options for 
pollinators.
 No green thumb? No problem. 
Shank noted that people can support 
bees by not mowing their lawn as much.
 “Clover, violets, and dandelions 
are common lawn plants that provide 
vital food for bees – especially in the 
spring	 before	 most	 flowers	 appear,”	
she explained. “Delaying mowing or 
mowing higher can help bees by letting 
the plants grow. Even allowing access 
to the ground by not mulching every 
inch can help. Many bees need access 
to the soil to excavate their nests.”
 A yard isn’t required to help bee 
populations and other pollinators. 
People	 can	 offer	 bees	 native	 flowers	
in a planting box or pot, or by getting 
involved in a community garden or 

helping plant at a nearby park.
 “Some may see bees as an outdoor 
nuisance, but they play a critical role in 
food production and the health of our 
natural communities,” stressed Shank. 
“By making small strides to plant 
native	flowers	and	shrubs,	Missourians	
can support bee health and habitat.”
 To	 find	 a	 native	 plant	 retailer	
near you, visit the Missouri Prairie 
Foundation’s Grow Native! website 
at grownative.org.

 Learn more about Missouri’s native 
bee species on MDC’s online Field 
Guide at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/4Up.

Many of Missouri’s bees, such as the 
leafcutter be (pictured), rely on native 

flowers and plants for sustenance. MDC 
encourages the public to “bee-friend” 

native pollinators by planting native plants 
this season. Missouri Department of 

Conservation photo.
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MDC AND MPFC ASK THOSE DOING 
PRESCRIBED BURNS TO “LOG YOUR BURN”
By Joe Jerek

JEFFERSON CITY, MO – The 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) and the Missouri Prescribed 
Fire Council (MPFC) encourage 
landowners, land managers, and 
others who conduct prescribed 
burns on private land to “Log Your 
Burn” through the MPFC website 
at	moprescribedfire.org.
	 Prescribed	 fire,	 or	 controlled	
burning, is an affordable and effective 
management tool to accomplish 
land management goals including: 
reducing fuel loads to reduce the 
chance	 and	 intensity	 of	 wildfire;	
restoring native plant communities; 
enhancing wildlife habitat for 
wild turkeys, deer, and other game 
species; improving livestock forage 
production; regenerating trees; and 
controlling invasive species such as 
bush honeysuckle.
 “Prescribed burning can be 

if a prescribed burn association or 
landowner cooperative was used to 
provide assistance. The last questions 
ask	 if	 any	 fire	 occurred	 outside	 the	
burn unit, and if so, to what extent. 
To avoid multiple submissions for 
one burn unit, the landowner or the 
contractor leading the burn should be 
the one completing the entry.
 “This information is useful 
in charting the use of prescribed 
fire	 across	 the	 state	 and	 is	 key	 in	
demonstrating the safe use of this 
critical land management tool with 
insurance providers, legislators, and 
Missourians,” explained Buchheit.
 MPFC and other conservation 
partners such as MDC are seeking 
opportunities for insurance providers 
to offer affordable insurance policies 
for prescribed burning, especially for 
contractors	who	 have	 identified	 this	
as a major hurdle.

effective in meeting various land 
management goals in the summer, fall, 
and winter, but early spring is that time 
of year when we tend to see the greatest 
number of smoke columns rising into 
the air from prescribed burns on private 
land,” said Wes Buchheit, Missouri 
Prescribed Fire Coordinating Wildlife 
Biologist with Pheasants Forever, Inc. 
and Quail Forever.
 “After the prescribed burn is 
complete, there is one more quick 
step that can support the continued 
and	expanded	use	of	prescribed	fire	–	
Log Your Burn,” Buchheit added.
 Visit the MPFC website 
at moprescribedfire.org to Log 
Your Burn. This is a voluntary and 
anonymous entry for prescribed burns 
completed on private land in Missouri.
 The Log Your Burn questions ask 
the date, county, acres, and habitat 
type burned, along with identifying 

 “Please add this step to your 
prescribed burning process,” he 
added. “Submissions can be made 
at any time, but soon after the burn 
is best as not to forget to Log Your 
Burn. It only takes a few minutes, and 
with your help, we can collectively 
add supporting information to those 
smoke columns.”
 Learn more about using 
prescribed	 fire	 from	 MPFC	
at moprescribedfire.org/ and MDC 
at  mdc.mo.gov/your-property/fire-
management/prescribed-fire.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

MDC and the Missouri Prescribed Fire 
Council encourages landowners, land 
managers, and others who conduct 

prescribed burns on privat land to “Log 
Your Burn” through the MPFC website at 

moprescribedfire.org.



COMBO DEER AND TURKEY 
HUNTS IN THE YUCATÁN
By Bill Cooper

 Fourteen	 years	 ago,	 I	 made	 my	 first	
trip to the Yucatan at the invite of a duck 
hunting operation. Little did I know that 
introductions	to	hunting	and	fishing	outfitters	
and government tourism agencies would set 
me on a long-term adventure of a lifetime.
  I met Cpt. Miquel Encalada during 
my	 first	 trip	 to	 the	 Yucatan.	 	 He	 in	 turn	
introduced me to the Director of Tourism 
for Campeche State. The director then asked 
me to work in public relations to promote 
tourism,	hunting	and	fishing	in	the	Yucatan.	
I never looked back.
 I penned this article in the Yucatan 
jungle. I just completed a week in the jungle 
camp	 of	 TanKab	 Outfitters.	 I	 shared	 the	
experience with friends Darrel and Hunter 
Hindman and Bill Lovelace, all experienced 
hunters.
 The camp sat in the deep jungle amidst 
a 132,000 hectare lease. Wall tents on 

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV  • Refrigerator  • Microwave

Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

YOUR HOSTS: Sam & Nij Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL

info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE 
SHELBYVILLE...

217-728-4314

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

NEW LOCATION: 3250 Fields Dr. • Bettendorf, IA 52722
563-243-4696 • RandRSportsInc.com

…is the Premier Outfitter in the Area! 
CALL our knowledgeable staff for help with all your hunting and fishing needs…

Large supply of hunting, fishing & marine equip. 
Special orders available at no additional cost!

Lots of Firearms & Discounted Bows!

path to our appointed brush blind.
 Pichi unfolded our comfortable camp 
chairs and we settled in for the morning sit. 
Chacalackas, a drab brown bird the size of 
a pheasant, began their raucous morning 
ritual of waking up the rest of the world.
That serenade occurred every morning.
 A rugged, limestone rock outcrop lay 20 
yards in front of our blind and was virtually 
covered with low growing vegetation. A 
small pool of water, the size of a basketball, 
attracted birds and animals to the spot.
 Mexican doves always arrived on 
the	 scene	 first,	 followed	 by	 white-winged	
doves, wild parakeets, Yucatan jays, and 
agoutis, a rodent the size of a house cat, all 
of which maintained a constant source of 
activity at the water hole.
 Just an hour into our sit, Pichi 
whispered, “pavos.” I slowly raised my 
head as I awakened from my jungle siesta. 
Three ocellated turkeys materialized in a 
narrow opening in the jungle 20 yards from 
our blind. I could see good spurs on one of 
the birds. Pichi insisted I wait for a clear 
shot. Too many birds stood nearby.
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permanent foundations with air conditioners 
for relief from the heat provided our party 
perfect accommodations and plenty of 
opportunities for siestas. 
 Days started at 4 a.m. with coffee, juice, 
cereals and fruits served under an outdoor 
dining	 fly.	 Excited	 chatter	 dominated	 the	
camp each morning as every hunter wished 
the others good luck and headed off into the 
darkness of the jungle for the morning hunt. 
 All	 four	 of	 us	 hunted	 late	 the	 first	
afternoon for ocellated turkey, but no one 
scored. Conversations at dinner echoed 
our excitement of experiencing a jungle 
environment	firsthand.	We	were	pumped	with	
excitement and anticipation for the next day.
 Rising extra early the next morning, I 
drank extra coffee and enjoyed the jungle 
sounds in solitude, until my hunting 
companions awakened. Soon our hunting 
parties headed in different directions, all 
wishing one another good luck.
	 My	 guide,	 Pichi,	 and	 I	 were	 the	 first	
to be dropped off along the narrow, rocky 
jungle road. The dry season had just begun 
and leaves of deciduous trees pelted down 
rapidly as we quietly walked down a narrow 

	 A	flock	of	20	or	more	turkeys	came	into	
the minute watering hole, lingering in the 
immediate area for 15 minutes. The birds 
began wandering off and my heart sank. Just 
when I thought all was lost, a big ocellated 
turkey hopped up on a log and Pichi gave 
me the signal to shoot. The 4-year-old bird 
sported 1 5/8-inch spurs. The wait paid off.
 Early the next morning, my guide, 

Ocellated turkeys are the most colorful of 
the species and live in the most rugged 

environment of the Yucatan jungle.
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Pichi, illuminated a narrow path with his 
headlamp. The light of a full moon revealed 
a steep hill ahead of us. Large gumbo-
limbo and dyer’s mulberry trees silhouetted 
against the sky, towered over the much 
shorter dry jungle vegetation referred to as 
the low jungle. The tallest trees appeared 
to	be	perfect	roosting	habitat	for	a	flock	of	
ocellated turkeys.
 We settled quickly as the jungle began 
to wake up. It turned out to be the noisiest 
mourning in the jungle I’d ever heard as 
many species of birds awakened. Soon we 
heard	the	heavy	wing	beats	of	a	turkey	flying	
down from the roost. Then several birds 
flew	over	 us.	My	 heart	 raced	 as	 I	 enjoyed	
the incredible beauty of the Yucatan jungle.
 Pichi and I began whistling softly in 
unison. The guttural clucks of ocellated 
birds came closer and closer.   My heart 

raced as a grand bird materialized through 
the thick vegetation. Pichi asked if I wanted 
to shoot. I declined. Brocket deer were my 
quarry for the day. 
 Several Chaco trees towered over our 
blind.	 The	 forest	 floor	 was	 littered	 with	
the quarter sized fruits, which brocket deer 
relish.	I	felt	especially	confident	that	a	deer	
would come to feed on the plentiful fruits.
 At 7:15 a.m., Pichi whispered the 
words I badly wanted to hear, “brocket.” I 
peered through the Camo material and thick 
vegetation of the blind to see an amazing 
animal staring at our blind from 15 yards. 
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I slowly raised my shotgun into position, 
fully expecting the deer of my dreams to 
spook any second. Buck fever took over as 
I aligned the bead of my shotgun behind the 
brocket’s shoulder. 
 I scurried from the blind to get my 
hands	on	my	first	brocket	deer.	I	reveled	in	
the grandeur of the moment and whispered 
a thanks to the heavenly Creator.
 Hunter Hindman took another 4-year-
old ocellated with long, heavy spurs the next 
day. Bill Lovelace followed suit the next day 

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS ATCHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!

with a 3-4-year-old bird with similar spurs. 
Bill’s bird sang (gobbled) an estimated 100 
times as it drummed and strutted through the 
jungles towards his blind. “It was truly one of 
my most enjoyable hunts ever,” he said.
 Our hunting party took a few other 
jungle animals during the week, too, 
including coatimundi, agouti, and a great 
curosaw. “Our week in the jungle proved 
to be a great experience, said Darrell 
Hindman. “We’re coming back,” his son, 
Hunter added.

Hunter Hindman took a grand ocellated 
turkey, but this magnificent great curasow 

proved to be the highlight of his trip

Darrel Hindman took a grand brocket 
deer on the fourth day of his hunt, an 

incredible trophy.

Bill Lovelace proudly displays his first 
ocellated turkey, considere3d the most 

difficult to get.

Experiencing and hunting the Yucatan 
jungle with TanKab Outfitters is an 

experience of a lifetime.
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THE 
BATTERY 

GAME
By Cory Yarmuth

Legend-outdoors.com

Time to AMP up your Boating
 The world that we are living in is 
becoming a more technical world than 
of the yesteryears in the marine industry.  
The advancements of outboard motors 
and marine electronics is leaps and bounds 
above anything that I can remember when 
I	held	my	first	fishing	rod.		There	are	fond	
memories of listening to the sound of the 
old	green	box	Lowrance	flasher	as	it	spun	
and lit up to show me the depth of water 
that was under our 14foot aluminum boat 
that was being pushed by a 9.9 green and 
white Johnson outboard.
 Back then it never crossed my mind 
that we had to worry about having enough 
battery power to run the electronics on 
the boat or start the motor.  We just relied 
on our trusty 6vdc lantern batteries to 
power	 the	 green	 box	 flasher	 and	 to	 run	
the navigation lights if we were out past 
dark.  Gone are those days as the newer 
boats, motors and electronics are far more 
advanced	than	even	my	first	truck	was.
 As of late my personal boat has been 
undergoing	many	changes.		First	the	floor	
was redone to remove the carpet and 
replace it with vinyl, new Humminbird 
Mega units have been installed at the 
helm, a new MinnKota Terrova will 
replace the legacy Terrova, and as you 
read	this	the	boat	is	getting	fitted	with	a	
new 4-stroke Mercury motor.  These are 
some major improvements that are great 
examples of what it is to keep up with the 
changing	 world	 in	 the	 fishing	 industry.		
These are some subjects that will be 
discussed in future articles.  
 For now, let us discuss the heart of 

the vessel that keeps everything running 
and starting.  In this author’s opinion this 
would be the battery system.  This is THE 
crucial area that needs to be focused on 
when thinking about doing any upgrades 
to your current boat and electronics.  
Think of it as like the main power line 
coming into your house.  You tend to 
take it for granted when everything is 
working, however when there is a power 
outage	you	will	find	out	 just	how	much	
that power is essential to your household.
 The batteries on a boat are often 
overlooked by many anglers and pleasure 
boaters.  They are almost taken for granted 
that they are just there to start your motor 
and run your stereo and lights.  However, 
as you start changing and adding newer 
devices onto your boat the need for 
more power comes about.  The newer 
GPS/Fishfinders	 are	 now	 pulling	 higher	
current than those of just a couple years 
ago.  Then you add on some downriggers, 
VHF radio, interior lighting, live well 
pumps, bilge pumps, and the list goes on 
and on.  Where are you going to get all 
the power to run these?
 Typically, your boat has two types 
of batteries installed. There is a starting 
or Cranking battery and then you have 
your Deep cycle batteries.  The cranking 
battery is designed to output a high 
amount of current for a short period of 
time.  This current is used to start your 
outboard and then is charged back up 
with the alternator of the motor.  These 
are not made to be discharged to lower 
levels without causing issues with voltage 
output of the battery.
 The deep cycle batteries are made to 

provide lower current but for long periods 
of time.  They are designed to discharge 
at much longer rates and allow for full 
power for extended periods.  You will 
usually	find	these	on	your	electric	trolling	
motors or for a “house” battery to power 
electronics and other necessary items.
 Now you throw another loop into 
the equation, and you get down to 
different battery styles.  You have your 
standard	flooded	cell,	lithium,	and	AGM	
(Absorbent Glass Mat).  These all have 
a time and place, and it can certainly 
be overwhelming when looking at the 
battery technology to determine the best 
route you can take for your own power 
plant in your boat.
 There are obvious differences 
between all the batteries, and it really 
is going to be dependent upon your 
installation.  The Flooded cell batteries 
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are the least expensive, however they are 
the	least	efficient	and	their	lifespan	is	not	
as good as others.  They are also more 
susceptible to damage or early failures if 
not take care of properly.  Most Flooded 
cell batteries are also made for single 
purposes.  Whether it be a deep cycle or a 
cranking battery. Your options are limited.
 This season it was time to replace 
the batteries in my rig and the best way 
to do this was to start my research on 
battery technology and what was best for 
my situation.  As an electrical engineer 
by trade, I could certainly get into all 
the nerdy detail and spout off stats and 
figures,	 but	 that	 isn’t	 going	 to	 help	
anyone.  It was much easier to just break 
it down to the nuts and bolts of it and dig 
into the battery world with an open mind.
 The goal was to move away from 
the	 flooded	 cell	 style	 batteries	 as	 there	
have been way too many situations in 
the past where they have let me down.  
It was between the Lithium or AGM 
styles.  My research led me down the 
AGM	 route	 and	 even	 more	 specific	 to	
the X2 Power AGM batteries.
 I had the opportunity to speak with 
Mr. Shawn Budiac the Vice President of 
Category Management from Batteries 
Plus.  Like me Shawn is a technical kind 
of guy, and I was able to speak to him 
at	length	about	the	X2-Power	line	of	flat	
plate AGM batteries.
 The Standard AGM batteries typically 
lean more towards the Deep cycle style 

of the spectrum; however, the X2-Power 
flat	 plate	 technology	 allows	 the	 batteries	
to be a multi-purpose battery.  These are 
designed to be used as both a cranking and 
a deep cycle battery.  This comes in very 
handy when you have your electronics 
and necessary auxiliary components 
running off your staring battery.  You have 
the current to start your motor and the 
longevity to keep everything running for 
long periods of time.
	 According	 to	 Shawn	 with	 the	 flat	
plate technology from X2 Power you will 
get much more life out of these batteries 
than	 you	 would	 a	 flooded	 cell	 battery.		
It could be up to 3-4 years more life.  

ORDER YOUR 
BOAT NOW 

BEFORE THEY 
ARE ALL GONE

This is due to the fact these batteries are 
maintenance free and cannot be opened 
which also allows them to be mounted in 
just about any position without the worry 
of a spill or damage occurring. 
 Not to backtrack but just to explain a 
bit	further	the	“flat	Plate”	technology	is	a	
term for the way the battery is constructed.  
The	battery	has	numerous	flat	lead	plates	
that are stacked next to each other to 
create the cells in the battery.  Because 
of the numerous plates you end up with 
more Positive and Negative plates thus 

giving you more power for longer periods 
of time.
 This is easily shown when doing a 
comparison between battery styles. When 
it comes to cca (cold cranking amps) here 
is a comparison of batteries:  
Group 31 marine example
- Flooded Dual Purpose - 700 CCA
- AGM - 800 cca
- X2-Power AGM - 1150 CCA

309.208.1053
702 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL

CANOE THE MACKINAW RIVER!
Canoe & Kayak Rental • Pick Up & Drop Off Available
Can Accommodate Group Outings • Birthday Parties

Company Outings • Bachelor Parties • School Events• 3-Fields • Pro Shop

MACKINAW 52MACKINAW 52  
PAINTBALL, PAINTBALL, 

CANOE & KAYAK RENTALS, CANOE & KAYAK RENTALS, 
FOOD & DRINKSFOOD & DRINKS

Bar and Grill, Great Food, 5 Slot 
Machines, Pool Table, Dart Board, 
Cornhole Games and Live Music!
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Notice the dual Rating on this X2 Power AGM An Older Flooded Cell battery ready to be replaced
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Trading PostTrading Post

On West Center St.
Oakford, IL 62673

Owner: Tim Wallace

217-635-5392

 The English have their tea; the 
French their red wine, the Germans 
are famous for their beer.   Americans 
do it right with COFFEE. Whether 
you like it black, or like coffee 
with a little cream, the real issue is 
the	 healthy	 benefits	Americans	 can	
get from coffee.  In the past coffee 
was blamed for causing many bad 
effects but new research has found 
numerous	 benefits	 from	 drinking	
coffee. Coffee is a beverage prepare 
from roasted coffee beans, which 
are obtained from the Coffea plant. 
Coffee has two main species: 
Arabica and Robusta. Robusta coffee 
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green tea.  
 One cup of coffee a day can 
reduce the risk of developing 
diabetes type 2.  Six or more cups 
a day can decrease the risk of 
developing diabetes by 54% in men 
and	 30%	 in	 women.	 	 This	 benefit	
was found by Vanderbilt University 
researchers to be caused by a 
compound in coffee called quinines.  

Contact me to see if Direct Care is right for you.
DRU D. HAUTER, MD

217-632-6236 • drdru@cidirectcare.com 
1411 N. Kickapoo St. Suite 105 • Lincoln, Illinois 62656

Learn more at cidirectcare.com

THE AMERICAN ELIXIR
By Dr. Dru Hauter, MD

packs 50% more caffeine, and a 
sharp	bitter	flavor.	This	is	one	reason	
why Arabica coffee is the more 
desirable of the two, as it possesses a 
smoother	 taste	and	enjoyable	flavor	
characteristics.
 Regular coffee drinkers are 80% 
less likely to develop Parkinson’s 
disease.	 This	 benefit	 is	 thought	 to	
be directly related to the caffeine 
in coffee. Caffeine increases the 
expression of dopamine receptors in 
the brain.  The decrease of dopamine 
is the cause of Parkinson’s disease.
 Four cups of coffee a day can 
decrease the risk of developing Gall 
stones by 33%.  Even one cup a day 
can decrease the risk by 13%.  This 
benefit	is	also	thought	to	be	from	the	
caffeine in coffee.  Coffee has about 
135 mg of caffeine per 8-ounce 
drip-brewed cup. This is compared 
to about 35 mg of caffeine in a 
12-ounce Coke or in 8 ounces of 

Quinines increase the liver’s ability 
to use glucose. This improves blood 
sugar control. This chemical is 
unique to coffee and is formed by the 
roasting process.  A large amount of 
Chlorogenic acid, Tocopherols, and 
Magnesium are also found in coffee 
and improve insulin sensitivity and 
glucose metabolism further reducing 
the risk of developing diabetes.  
 Coffee decreases dental cavities.  
The compound Trigonelline, which 
gives coffee its aroma and bitter taste, 
has antibacterial and anti-adhesive 

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530

eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731



Dru Hauter, MD is an avid outdoorsman 
and a native of Central Illinois. He is the 
physician at Central Illinois Direct Care 
in Lincoln, Illinois and can be reached 

through his website cidirectcare.com at 
drdru@cidirectcare.com or 217.632.6236.
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properties. This helps prevent the 
bacteria that cause cavities and 
plaque from forming.
 Coffee can decrease the risk of 
developing skin cancer.  Rutgers 
University has shown that coffee 
combined with an exercise program 
works to kill off pre-cancerous cells 
damaged by the UVB light of the sun.  
Skin cancer is the most prevalent 
cancer in the US with more than 1 
million new cases a year. 
 Coffee increases your attention 
and short-term memory.  Brain cells 
release a chemical called adenosine 
when they have been working hard.  
This chemical causes drowsiness and 
is designed to calm the working brain 
cells and give them a rest.  Coffee 
blocks the chemical adenosine, 
preventing the calming of the 
brain cells. When that happens, the 
amount of other neurotransmitters 

like norepinephrine and dopamine 
actually increases, leading to 
enhanced	 firing	 of	 neurons.	 This	
leads to improved energy levels, 
mood, reaction times, and overall 
cognitive function. This action 
results in increased attention span 
and memory power. 
 Coffee has numerous health 
benefits	 and	 helping	 with	 weight	
loss is one of them. There is a reason 
caffeine is found in almost every 
weight loss supplement. Caffeine is 
one of the very few natural substances 
that aid weight loss efforts. Caffeine 
can boost the body’s metabolic rate 
by around 10%, thus helping the 
body burn fat faster.
  Coffee is the number one source 
of antioxidants in the American diet.  
Americans consume more coffee 
than fruits and vegetables.  Only dark 
chocolate, dried fruits, and dried beans 

are higher than coffee in antioxidant 
levels.  Antioxidants gobble up free 
radicals in the body.  These free 
radicals are responsible for the start 
of cancers and vascular disease. 
Research has shown that regular 
consumption of coffee can reduce 
the risk of developing diseases such 
as gout. The powerful antioxidants 
present in coffee reduce the risk of 
developing gout by decreasing the 
level of insulin and uric acid in the 
body. Even in people who are already 
suffering from gout, drinking coffee 
can help alleviates its symptoms.
 Americans over age 65 can help 
prevent heart disease by drinking 
coffee.  This is again thought to be 
due to the caffeine effects on the 
blood pressure.  Caffeine increases 
the	 blood	 flow	 through	 aged	 blood	
vessels that have lost some of their 
elastic tissue from the ageing process.  

This seems to be dose related and the 
more coffee consumed the greater 
the protection from developing heart 
disease.  Once blood vessel blockages 
or heart disease have developed then 
caffeine may have a bad effect.  So, 
check with your physician.  
 Coffee is low in sodium, contains 
no sugar, contains no carbohydrates, 
and has only 2.4 calories per cup.  
With all the expensive supplements 
in this fast-paced world, save some 
money and do something American!
Have a healthy cup of coffee.
 This article was written under 
the	influence	of	coffee.



WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

A GREAT TIME TO CATCH FISH

 May is probably the number one 
fish	catching	month	of	the	year.	Bass	
can be found shallow almost all over 
the country and many patterns work. 
You	 can	 find	 pre	 spawn,	 spawning,	
and post spawn bass on a majority of 
the lakes. This makes for the best all-
around	fishing	of	the	year.
 A lot of lakes will produce 
different patterns from lower, mid, www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

Texas and Carolina rigging I use 
Zoom	 lizards.	 	 I	 also	 like	 flipping	
with Zoom’s Brush hog, tubes, speed 
craws, and Z craws. 
 The water is almost always up.  
If there are bushes, willows, grass, 
and lay downs present I’m probably 
going	 to	 start	 there	 flipping	 or	
pitching.	Sometimes	fish	will	be	on	
the outside of cover and other times 
deep in cover. Early morning till the 
sun gets up outside seems best, but 
as the sun gets high get over in the 
middle. If those elements are not 
available, docks are the next stop for 
me. Again early hours outside, later 
get under the docks. This is when I 
get the spinning rod out and do a lot 
of skipping.  Texas rig, shaky head 
or wacky style. Pay attention to the 
dock,	if	you	catch	a	fish,	watch	your	
depth	finder	 unit	 to	 see	what	 depth	
the	fish	was	in	and	see	if	that	patterns	
on another dock. Also pay attention 
to where the dock is located as on 

a point, back of a cove, even main 
lake or in a creek as you could be on 
a pattern.
 Stumps are very important this 
time of the year as bass love to hang 
by them. A Texas rig or wacky rig is 
my	choice	here.	 I	will	fish	 a	Bango	
lure or a Rapala twitch bait over the 
stumps.	Fish	 it	 slow,	 the	bigger	fish	
seem to like the slower presentation.  
The Bass Pro Shops XPS Z Pop also 
comes in handy in these situations. 
I	 like	 to	fish	 the	Z	Pop	with	 a	 slow	
cadence keeping it in the strike zone 
as	 long	 as	 possible.	 I	 fish	 this	 on	 a	
Johnny Morris Carbonlite 6’6”ML 
rod, the extra fast tip gives top water 
lures great action.  

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
justin@stonecreekhunting.com

w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Sika
Spanish Goats • Elk

Fallow Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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and upper lake areas due to water 
temperatures and watercolors 
varying. Normally if rivers feed 
lakes it will warm up on lower 
ends	first	 leading	 to	 bass	 spawning	
there and cooler waters coming in 
from the rivers lead to a later spawn 
upriver end.
 Rains can lead to different 
watercolors throughout the lake. 
One thing to look for is clearer water 
coming in upriver and pushing the 
stained water down lake as this can 
turn bass on upriver.
 There can be some good top 
water action early morning with buzz 
baits and if you have wind a spinner 
baits can produce.  I like a Pop R this 
time of year especially if bass are 
guarding fry. But May is a plastics 
month as far as I’m concerned as you 
can do so much with them. You got 
wacky worms, shaky head and drop 
shots, but my favorite is Zoom Trick 
worms. Then of course between 
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		 Now	if	the	fish	have	pulled	out	a	
little or you aren’t having any luck, 
I go directly to the Carolina rig or 
shaky head. The Carolina rig is a 
great search tool to not only catch 
bass but tell you the depth they 
are holding in. I like an ½ oz. XPS 
tungsten egg sinker as it gives you 
a great feel for the bottom. I will 
switch from an 18 to 36-inch leader 
depending	 on	what	 the	 fish	 tell	me.	
Shorter around spawn, longer after 
usually works best. Same with baits 
brush hog or lizard near spawn, and 
trick worm or french fry later.  Long 
sloping points and rock piles are 
good places to start in May as well 
as stump beds.  Many time you can 
pull up on one of these spots and get 
a	 limit	 in	 five	 casts.	 My	 Mercury 
powered Nitro Z20 has two Power 
Poles on it, and they really come in 
handy	 when	 fishing	 stumps,	 pads	
and docks, as you can lock down and 
cover the area thoroughly.
 I have seen bass go from green 
buck brush to dead buck brush 
to gum trees day to day but once 
you	figure	 it	 out	 just	 stick	with	 the	
specific	 cover.	 Why	 this	 happens	

it is beyond me, but I have seen it 
happen many times and willows are 
also included in this scenario.
 Now if you get high winds, I like 
to	fish	 a	 double	willow	 leaf	 spinner	
bait real fast, and it can net you some 
good catches. Rip rap, windy points, 
and rocky banks also seem to be 
the ticket. I like a white ½ or 3/4 oz 
spinnerbait with a Zoom white curly 
tail grub trailer and a trailer hook and 
just buzz it near the surface.
 Last but not least a white Horny 
Toad	 frog	fished	 as	 a	buzz	bait	will	
be	a	sleeper	for	you.	This	is	a	big	fish	
bait in May that gets overlooked, but 
not by me. Use a 5 or 6/0 hook in 
the toad and just buzz it, especially 
around bream beds. There have been 
many tournaments won doing this the 
past couple of years.
 May God Bless you and your 
family	 and	 good	 luck	 fishing.	 If	
you need a need a new tow vehicle, 
please visit www.hendrickcars.com. 
Take	a	kid	fishing,	they	will	certainly	
appreciate it. Be sure to make a point 
of thanking a soldier or policeman for 
their service.

Lee (Big City) Kerr
Owner- “Da Boss”
(309) 657-8978 or 

(309) 256-3177
506 W. Pearl St., Tremont, IL 61568
bigcityfishinggear@gmail.com

Big City Fishing Gear, LLC
www.bigcityfishinggear.com

On March 20th Karen Ammons of the Davenport, IA area was fishing in the 
Syracuse Wildlife Management Area along the Wapsipinicon River, when she 
caught her first northern pike, 3.2 pounds, on a small sucker minnow floated 

under a larger bobber. Karen has not been fishing all that long.  In fact, it 
will not be a year until August of this year.  She has caught smallmouth and 

largemouth bass by bouncing jigs and leeches, along with bluegill 
and crappie.  This was mostly on a trip last year to Minnesota.



By Dan Vinovich

 The photos just kept coming 
from my buddy. The new property 
he had just purchased last fall turned 
out to be a spring turkey factory. The 
cameras did not lie.  There were a ton 
of birds using this piece of property 
along with the lease he had picked 
up next door. I had never seen so 
many birds in one picture frame. I 
actually blew up one photo just so 
I could count the birds. Fifty-six I 
sh.. you not. There were gobblers 
in some of the pics so old and big 
they must have been senior citizens. 
Well, I had no choice after getting 
off the phone with him.  I sat down 
to try and draw a tag or tags to hunt a 
county I had no previous connection 
to.  I still could not believe what I 
was about to do. I was about to 
put	down	my	first	choice	of	county	
to nowhere I had ever been before 
and leave my beloved county of 
Peoria, the county where I had shot 
my	first	 bird	 as	well	 as	my	 last.	 	 I	
know.  Never leave from a spot just 
to chase a ghost, but these bearded 
ghosts were as big as wheelbarrows 
with beards so long they dragged the 
ground. I did end up drawing 2 tags 
to this southern county.
 The calendar seemed to be in 
slow motion as the days until 3rd 
season approached. My buddy 
assured me I did not need to take the 

hour and a half drive south to scout 
the birds as his timber draws were 
full of gobbling turkeys. He had 
sent me a text photo of the property 
and where my best set up spots 
would be located. My home ground 
usually holds only a few birds, so 
hearing the whole woods light up 
with turkey sounds was going to be 
a blast. He had even sent me a video 
of 6 strutters he had taken from his 
newly built hunting cabin. It was 
like looking into a dreamscape. The 
trail camera photos kept coming. 
I was worse than a kid waiting for 
Christmas morning ready to open 
a gift that I had peeked at and 
already knew I was getting. IT WAS 
KILLING ME!
 The eve before the opening of 
3rd season was upon me. I struggled 
to	 find	 a	 comfortable	 spot	 in	 my	
bed. 2:30am was going to’ come 
early, so I just got out of bed an hour 
early and sat drinking coffee before 
my departure time. 3am found 
my Tundra full of gas winging it 
south following a GPS point to 
which I have no clue where it was. 
I recognized a lot of the points I 
was passing, Havana where I had 
snow goose hunted, Anderson Lake, 
Emiquon Preserve, etc. Finally, I 
saw	the	 little	checkered	flag	on	 the	
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IS IT HEAVEN 
OR HELL

screen of my GPS telling me the 
road to my buddy’s property was 
just a quarter mile away. My heart 
skipped a beat I was about to pull 
into the promise land. 
 He had warned me to lock my 
truck into 4-wheel drive before 
turning into his lane as the sandy 
road would surely stick a heavy truck 
into its bottomless pit. He was not 
mistaken. I kept the Tundra moving 
at a steady clip as I pulled the quarter 
mile to his barn. I had made good 
time and had about an hour before 
the birds should start waking up. I 
gathered my gear and did a once over 
of the little map he had sent me.  The 
lane he had marked to start was right 
in my headlights when I pulled in. 
It felt weird walking down a lane of 

sand. I felt like I was sinking, and I 
was, but there was no mud, a weird 
feeling indeed for an old ridge runner. 
 The dim light of the moon was all 
I needed to navigate the lane until it 
broke	open	into	a	small	field.	He	had	
instructed me to make a right turn 
and walk the edge. In about 50 yards, 
I would run into a little makeshift 
blind on the fence row facing the big 
timber. There it was a pile of fresh 
cut brush with a little cubby hole 
in the middle of it. I laid down my 
pack and proceeded to put out my 
new RedHead turkey decoys, a hen, 
half strut jake, and a jake decoy. I 
put my gun and pack into the cubby 
hole and stood there looking at the 
decoy set. The spot looked good. 
“This must be heaven,” I thought to 
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myself. Well, that changed as I sat 
down in my spot. Something stabbed 
my hind side so bad I nearly let out 
a scream. I jumped up and looked 
as to what stabbed me. Maybe my 
buddy had lost his knife. I did not 
want to turn on a light as turkey time 
was just a half hour away, so I put 
my hand on the ground and slid it 
back and forth looking for the sharp 
object. Again, I felt a sharp pain as 
something jabbed into the palm of 
my hand. I pulled back my hand 
and took out a little pen light to do 
a visual search. OHHHH, hell no. 
That	 could	 not	 be.	My	 first	 glance	
at	a	cactus	with	big	 thorns	 laid	flat	
on the ground. I closed my eyes and 
did a double take. Yeah, that was 
a cactus, but what the heck was it 
doing in Illinois? Time was short, 
so I relocated a little to my right and 
put down the pad settling my tender 
butt into the pad much like a hen on 
an egg. 
 Settled in, I began to soak up 
the smells, sights, and sounds of 
mother nature waking up.  There 
was a light cool breeze at my back. 
The	 songbirds	 were	 first	 to	 wake	
along with the dim pink glow that 
was just starting to creep over the 
horizon. I strained to hear what I 
thought was a gobble. It was a long 
way out and I’m not sure if it was 
even a gobble. The anticipation 
was getting the better of me. I was 
at the height of alertness. Every 
muscle was tense as I grabbed my 
slate call and placed it on my lap. 
Again, I looked at my cubby hole 
to make sure I had not knocked 
any of my arsenal of calls off the 
decoy bag where I had laid them.  
The light was getting stronger, and 
I could now make out the tree line 
where my quarry was supposed to 
have set up the night before. My 
eyes strained to try and pick out 
any dark forms that may be a bird 
roosting. No, that was a squirrel 
nest and there was another. The 
daylight was entering the wood line 
with full force now. I could make 
out the forms of the majestic white 
oaks with their branches looking 
much like the arms of a body 

builder who just got done with a 
set. Suddenly, it started. I heard a 
jake gobble about 100 yards away 
and then there was a louder, coarser 
gobble close by. The gobbles grew 
stronger and louder as, one by one, 
they chimed in. This went on for at 
least 15 minutes. One by one, they 
hollered at the sunrise hoping to 
get a hen to come their way when 
they hit the ground. By my count, 
there must have been at least 10 
mature gobblers and an assortment 
of jakes in that patch of timber. The 
gobblers were starting to hit the 
ground. Still, no sounds from hens. 
Then, the live farm aid concert of 
hens started in. Oh my God, did 
they start in? They were yelping so 
load and there were so many that I 
never grabbed a call. “There must 
be 50 hens in there”, I thought to 
myself. The racket the birds were 
making was almost deafening in 
the morning silence, gobble yelp, 
gobble yelp, yelp, yelp, gobble. 
I had never heard anything so 
incredible in my life. It’s like the 
whole population of wild turkeys 
were	 fighting	 and	 yelling	 at	 each	
other right by my setup. This went 
on for at least a half an hour. I even 
joined in screaming at them with 
every breath I had with my loudest 

mouth call. I was getting excited as 
I could tell at any minute a whole 
heard of turkeys would be in my 
lap.	 I	 picked	 up	 the	 range	 finder	
and ranged the timber at 55 yards 
just in case they worked the tree 
line. Slowly to my amazement, the 
birds were working farther back 
into the timber. No, I pleaded with 
my aluminum slat. Come here, 
I begged. The sound just faded 
off until there was only silence. 
I yelped every couple of minutes 
with no answer from male or 
female. Had my buddy set me up? 
Was he just inside the tree line with 
an electronic recording just to get 
my goat? There is no way not one of 
those birds came out to investigate 

my set. I slumped over in my little 
cubby hole with the dumbest look 
on my face. “How in the hell”, I 
thought to myself. I have hunted 
turkeys a long time, but I never 
heard anything like that. Was there 
a thing as too many birds? Just 
wow. Just then, I caught movement 
out of the left corner of my eye. 
It was one lonely young hen. She 
came in quiet, walking around my 
jake decoy never making a sound, 
just the occasional look up to see if 
he was interested. Then, as quietly 
as she slipped in, she was gone. I 
stood up and stretched, gathered 
my equipment and packed up. I had 
to be to work in 2 hours, so there 
was to be no hot pursuit today.  
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Tomorrow was a different day. My 
head tilted down as I walked to 
the truck in defeat. I was amazed 
at all the sandburs, cactus, poison 
ivy, and other assorted nasties that 
littered the road back to the truck. 
This place was not heaven or hell.  
It was purgatory, hundreds of birds 
and hundreds of nasties. I was going 
to have to rethink this one. This 
place was a whole different world. 
A place where the best and the 
worst collide to make a wonderful, 
but miserable, place. 
 Day 2 had me walking the 
same road as the day before, but 
another hour before daybreak with 
no decoys, only calls and a bottle of 
water. Oh, yes and a thick pad to keep 
stuff from sticking me in my booty. 
That	 was	 the	 first	 thing	 I	 gathered	
from my observations. Keep your 
butt on the pad….LOL  I planned 
on getting in close. I had marked a 
fire	 trail	going	 into	 the	heart	of	 the	
timber the day before I left. I could 

see the orange ribbon swaying in the 
light spring breeze. I walked ever so 
gently into the timber, heel to toe as 
to feel the pressure of a dead branch 
before my weight broke it. I was in 
stealth mode all the way down to the 
ghillie suit I was wearing. Yes, Mr. 
Turkey, that’s just a bush swaying in 
the breeze. I worked about a hundred 
yards into the roost and sat down 
with my back against a tree. I still 
had awhile before the woods were to 
wake up, so I just kind of dozed off. 
I was awakened by a soft tree yelp 
that sounded like it was in my lap. 
I looked up and, to my amazement, 
there were 12 turkeys roosting in 
the tree I had chosen as my ambush 
point. There were birds all around 
me. My eyes strained to try and 
pick out a gobbler still on roost. 
I could see none. The yelps had 
gotten louder, but still no gobbles. 
Then, like a spring thunderstorm, 
hens started crashing down from 
the canopy. Hell, one almost took 
off my head as she parachuted 
straight down, almost on top of me. 

I scanned from left to right looking 
for a tom that surely had to be in 
this mix of 20 or so hens. The hens 
were chasing each other around with 
loud angry purrs. The woods looked 
like a war zone of movement. I 
kept looking for a tom, but there 
were	only	fleeting	glimpses	of	hens	
raising all kinds of hell. Again, this 
went on for about a half an hour 
before the area I was in fell silent yet 
again. I had never heard one gobble. 
Wow! This was not purgatory. It 
was turkey hunting hell. I spent the 
rest of the morning chasing ghosts 
that never made a sound. I creeped 
through the underbrush slowly, 
actually walking up on several hens 
that never knew I was there. I did, 
however, walk up on a bearded hen 
that I was pretty hard pressed to 
shoot, but I had another later season 
tag and just could not get myself to 
pull the trigger. I yelled in pain as I 
broke	into	the	open	field	and	tried	to	
pull the ghillie suit from my body. 
It had picked up every sandbur and 
cactus in the county, so many, in 

fact, that it saw its last stalk on me 
and now resides in a trash can at the 
McDonalds headed out of town!   
 I never brought the Benelli to 
my shoulder either day. I had a 
worse 5th season, but that’s a totally 
different story. I talked to my buddy 
on the way home on my blue tooth 
set for about an hour trying to make 
some sense of the days spent on his 
ground. His couple of days had met 
with much the same results, or so 
he says. My friends, I’m not sure 
how he set me up. I was headed 
home humbled, bloody, and beaten. 
All I can say about my time in that 
Southern County is it had to be a 
conspiracy against me. I’m not sure 
how he did it or if God or the Devil 
had a hand in it, but it will forever 
be to me Is it Heaven or Hell?? Next 
month’s article will be continued 
with additional information from the 
Later season on the same property 
with additional evidence towards 
my conspiracy theory.
 SEE YA ON THE WATER OR 
IN THE WOODS!

Is it Heaven or Hell . . . cont.
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ammunition that I recommend.  
Again, this is up to the individual, 
but I do have some recommendations 
for	 certain	 reasons.	 	The	first	 is	CCI	
Standard Velocity, which is a 1050 
fps round.  This has proven to be very 
adequate, but also, this is the ammo 
that will be the most used in my 
shooting, along with the CCI Quiet at 
710 fps.  The 1050 will easily make 
it perfect for the 710.  Two other 
rounds	that	I	will	fire	are	the	Federal	
Premium Hunter Match at 1200 fps, 
and CCI Mini-Mag at 1260 fps.  After 

having it sighted in with the Standard 
Velocity not too many rounds of the 
higher	velocity	will	need	 to	be	fired.		
I will, however, walk the gun over 
to	 my	 50-yard	 range	 and	 fire	 a	 few	
rounds of all velocities in that area.
 This completes the installation 
and sighting in of Skinner Sights’ 
rimfire	 rail	 mount	 peep	 sight.	 	 You	
will not only have a well-made and 
durable sight, but a very accurate 
sight with quick target acquisition.  
Another thing that I recommend is 
a set of 5 apertures that Skinner has 
available. These are used to change 
out for different lighting conditions, 

as well as target pinpointing with the 
very small aperture.  They change out 
very easily by simply screwing one 
out and another one in without the use 
of any other tools.
 I have a video available on my 
YouTube channel that shows how 
to do this same procedure but using 
the standard black receiver cover on 
a regular 22LR Henry Frontier.  The 
video can be found at https://youtu.be/
fClH0E7EaEI.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

Installing a Skinner Rimfire 
Rail Mount Peep Sight . . . cont.

A Henry Frontier converted to a “silver” 
Frontier with an Evil Roy receiver cover and 
barrel ring, and Skinner peep sight.  Loop 

lever and leather wrap will be added soon.

Step 5 & 6:  Holding screw for peep sight 
elevation adjustment.

Step 5 & 6: Dovetail windage 
plate holding screw.

Haidyn Branson with a nice 
pic caught during the 2021 

ice fishing season. Thanks to 
Eastside Marine for sharing 

this photo with ASO Magazine.



 Although my heart is heavy with 
the knowledge, I will never again be 
able to converse with the founder of 
this magazine, Harry Canterbury, 
on this earth where we shared many 
moments,	 both	 in	 the	 field	 and	 with	
drink	 in	 hand	 before	 the	 fireplace!		
My usual greetings to Harry were to 
exalt his popularity as a TV, Radio and 
Magazine personality and his decision 
to spend time with such a little to no 
accord individual such as myself!  This 
usually brought a snicker from Harry, 
and we were off on another adventure!  
I will always cherish his comment to 
me, “You are one of the only people 
who will help me in my work efforts 
on a personal basis”.  While my nature 
as the “Animal” when it came to work 
cannot be denied, the opportunity to 
spend	 time	 with	 Harry	 in	 the	 field,	
farm or simply in discussion was 
always felt as just reciprocity for his 
friendship!  Besides I made his cabin 
my home camp for many years and 
felt my assistance was just payment! 
 Harry was always astute enough to 
take advantage of the skills and abilities 
of others in his outdoor adventures.  
Although he was as skilled as I in the 
art of Turkey Hunting, I was asked 
to accompany him on his next turkey 
hunt on his farm.  In the past, Harry 
had the good fortune to be guided by 
many great Turkey Callers and hunters 
such as Ray Eye, his appeal to my ego 
secured my agreement despite the fact 
my	first	Spring	Gobbler	was	yet	to	be	
obtained!  The following retelling of 
our 2010 spring Turkey Hunt together 

We offer our customers small town 
personal service with the advantage 
of competitive pricing, professional 
grade equipment and the highest 
quality products available in the 
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals
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IRON*

FARM
SCRAP

COPPER
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PAYING TOP PRICES FOR:
REDUCE • RECYCLE • REUSE

A DAY OF 
SPLENDOR!
By: David Herschelman

definitely	rekindles	one	of	my	favorite	
memories with Harry.
 The morning alarm was 
unwelcome, although this 
consciousness was not the feeling 
of being hungover; it was not that 
of pure morning exuberance either 
resultant from the few drinks had the 
previous night, but the excitement 
of the mornings’ planned hunt was 
motivating enough to rise and shine.  
 Harry appeared with his “Ghillie 
Suit”	 and	 camouflaged	 Benelli	
ready for action.  He resembled 
my interpretation of the “Boggy 
Creek”	Monster	 at	 first	 glance!	 	His	
Lab, Teddy Bear, was not fooled by 
the costume but not happy he was 
unwelcomed to accompany us on this 
Turkey Adventure.  
 We walked to our intended 
destination, a tree line running 
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Harry with a Cox Hollow gobbler.Harry Canterbury with success.
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HOFSTATTER MATERIAL
SERVICES

Black Dirt-White Rock-Sand-Mulch-Decorative Rock-
Grass Seed-Fertilizer-Landscape Supplies- Trucking-

Excavating, Landscaping, Mowing, 
Brush Clearing on Trails, Dams & Levies

WWW.HOFSTATTERMATERIALS.COM

Email: hms@mtco.com

Office: 309-367-6000
Kraig Hofstatter- Owner

205 Center St. Metamora, IL
Located on the West Edge of Metamora

between two wooded sections of 
ravines running through his property 
in the infamous Cox Hollow.  From 
this tree line we would be able to set 
up	decoys	on	both	cut	corn	fields	on	
each side.  We would sit motionless in 
the cover of this tree line awaiting the 
curious Tom interested in Love!
  Several Gobbles off in the distance 
from their roosting platforms further 
increased the anticipation of success 
for this hunt!  We could hear as the 
birds slowly were grounding from 
the location and tonal differences 
in sound.  Suddenly movement was 
detected from the west – a Coyote 
was using our same tree line for 
cover in approaching our decoys for 
a quick meal!  In fact, the advancing 
predator was going to run us over 
in his approach!  Harry waved his 
hand more in self- defense rather 
than	 simple	 notification	 of	 our	
presence!  The Large Dog reeled at 
the movement and froze not more 
than seven feet from our location!  
We all remained motionless – even 
at a mere feet the Coyote could not 
identify our presence!  From that 
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moment forward, the effectiveness of 
this	form	of	camouflage	would	never	
be questioned in my mind.  
 A Gobbler was approaching 
our location by walking the large 
ravine hillside to our west running 
perpendicular to our location.  He 
could be heard vociferously calling 
to attract our hens presence but would 
not advance any closer to investigate!  
After what seemed like an eternity, 
he resumed his walk northward and 
away	 from	us!	 	This	 action	 signifies	
to me that the bird is of above average 
intelligence and wisdom as he was not 
willing to accommodate the hen by 
closing the gap and would seek love 
elsewhere!  His movement could be 
confirmed	by	his	“clockwork	series	of	
gobbles” after each move!
 While, from previous experience, 
usually hesitant to move in this 
scenario, we agreed to jump ahead 
of	 the	bird	 through	the	cut	cornfield	
parallel to the birds’ hidden line of 
sight as he moved along the ravines’ 
hillside.  We huffed and puffed to get 
a couple of hundred yards ahead of 
the bird and Harry set up against a 

large oak with the gun pointed in the 
direction of his anticipated approach!  
I was nearby using another tree as a 
backstop.  The decision was made 
to not call and let the bird come 
accordingly – I reminded Harry to 
remain motionless and let him get 
well within gun range as this was to 
be slow and methodical testing our 
resolve!  
 Sure enough, the bright and 
clear sunlight morning produced a 
spectacle in sight and sound as the 
Mature Gobbler approached!  He 
would stop and strut every seventy-
five	 yards	 or	 so	 further	 testing	 our	
nerve!  Finally, the stimulation 

provided by the approaching sound 
was further enhanced by the sight of 
the approaching Monarch!  
  The “Boom” startled me as Harry 
had touched off the shot a little earlier 
than I was anticipating but the hunt 
now	could	be	classified	as	successful	
- the bird succumbed to the load of 
pellets intended for that purpose!
 This hunt and time together will 
never be forgotten!  This moment 
will be cherished forever as two men 
of common beginnings who later 
achieved success were able to share 
in this days’ splendor!  This was one 
of many days Harry and I shared 
together that make Life worth Living!

Harry fishing in Mexico. Cathy and Harry Canterbury on vacation.
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A REAL KILLER OF A BAIT
 Sometime back a conversation 
took place with Natural Forage Baits 
in	 regard	 to	 finding	 a	 slightly	 larger	
soft plastic bait that would work well 
for	finger	jigging.		It	had	to	be	flexible	
and have a tapering or thin tail.  NFB 
said that they had something called a 
Lil Killer, which was a 4-inch minnow 
type bait that might work.  While 
being a little different and much 
larger than the normally used T-Shad, 
Phat Shad and Power Minnow, it did 
look like it had possibilities.  So, it 
was time to give it a try.
 After receiving a package of the 
Lil Killer, which has Kick’N Bass 
Attractant cooked in, I started thinking 
that it could be used from more than 
just	 finger	 jigging.	 	 It	 worked	 great	
for that purpose when using it on 
a B-Fish-N Precision jig head, and 
Blakemore Casey’s Runner Head, 
but	 there	 was	 definitely	 something	
that showed more possibilities, which 
proved out to be correct.  In fact, I’ve 
found 3 other uses so far.
 My favorite additional use is as 
a jig trailer.  The Silver Shad color 
works great with a Blitz white Finesse 
Jig for using it with a swimming 
retrieve.  Swimming the combination 
along in the place of a spinnerbait, 
and over cover is a great technique, 
plus	it	can	be	alternated	with	“finger	
jigging.”
 Still in the jig trailer area, people 
that used the old Uncle Josh Pork Eel 
will	 find	 the	 Lil	Killer	 just	 at	 good,	
plus without the mess with pork.  For 
this technique you can hop/bounce 
the jig along any sort of cover, and the 
tail	will	flip	up	and	down,	as	would	be	
done with the eel, just with a little less 
flexibility.	 This	 is	 great	 along	 weed	
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VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

edges, and over all sorts of cover 
and rock bottoms. For this you might 
want to look at a black or brown color 
so that it is closer to the leeches that it 
is trying to imitate.
 The second additional use falls 
in line with the jig. It is used as a 
spinnerbait trailer. A few years ago, 
the Mann’s Classic Spinnerbait was 
very popular with the straight twin-tail 
trailer. The Lil Killer does a similar 
job	but	adds	a	 little	more	profile	and	
different swim.  It also works well for a 
pump retrieve, which I’ve found to be 
productive	 when	 fishing	 point	 areas,	

S&S LICENSE SERVICES&S LICENSE SERVICE

OWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIMOWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIM
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This crappie, and several others, hit on a Lil 
Killer fished with a finger jigging technique 

on a B-Fish-N Precision jig head.

The Lil Killer is a simple looking bait that 
will catch multi-species.
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Herbaceous invasive plants  
mechanically removed and  
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and	fish	want	the	bait	to	fall	off	the	side.		
With this the spinnerbait is allowed to 
fall so that the blades will turn, making 
it better for willow leaf spinnerbaits, 
much like the Stanley models. I 
particularly like the Baby Wedge and 

smaller weight Vibra Shaft models. 
Since I normally use chartreuse/white 
skirted	 Stanley	 spinnerbaits,	 my	 first	
choice for Lil’ Killer color is as before, 
Silver Shad.  The Green Shad Killer is 
good to team with any of the bluegill 
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type skirt colors, as well as using it 
with a plain B-Fish-N H20 head as 
mentioned above.
 Last, and a bit different, is using 
the Lil Killer rigged on a smaller 2/0 
Daiichi Bleeding Bait Copperhead 
or Butt Dragger hook.  With the 
unweighted Copperhead it makes a 
small soft plastic jerk bait.  Using the 
weighted Butt Dragger, it turns into a 
straight	“slider”	and/or	finger	jigging	
lure.  Again, my favorite color is the 
Green Shad and Silver Shad, with the 

AUG. 4-5-6, 2022 
218 West 1st St. • Bath IL 

For Info Contact:
Nikki Gregerson - 217-248-6933
OriginalRedneckFishin.com

Costume Judging just prior to each Heat at registration tent.
Admission: $5 per day or $7 for both days (Kids 0-15 FREE!)

All net proceeds will be donated to Illinois Homeless Veterans.

Thursday, August 4th
FREE ADMISSION
3-6pm: Kids Fishing Tournament
7-11pm: Karaoke with Tim Pedigo

15th Annual Original

Lots of Kids’ Events!

ALL ACTIVITIES ON RIVERFRONT 

Friday, August 5th
9am: Gates Open
10am-Noon: Sign in for 1st Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 1st Heat (at registration tent)

Noon-2pm: First Heat
2-4pm: Sign in for 2nd Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 2nd Heat (at registration tent)

4-6pm: 2nd Heat
2-6pm: Willie and the Blues Hounds
7pm: Awards for the day announced
7pm-Midnight: 4 County Blues!

Saturday, August 6th
6:30am: Breakfast at the Bath Fire Dept.
9am: Gates Open 
10am-noon: Sign in for 3rd Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 3rd Heat (at registration tent)

11am: Honor Guard Ceremony VFW 6408
Noon: Little Miss & Master Contest
Noon-2pm: 3rd Heat 
2-4pm: Sign in for 4th Heat
Costume Judging just prior to 4th Heat (at registration tent)

 4-6pm: 4th Heat
6:30pm: Winner announced for King & Queen Carp Contest 
2-6pm: Stone Cold Cowboys
8pm-Midnight: BackStabbin’ Betty

Nikki Gregerson:
217-248-6933 • ngregerson@outlook.com

A Lil Killer rigged on a Blakemore 
Casey’s Runner Head, and fished with 
a pumping retrieve caught 22 bass on

 this cold and windy day.

Even catfish cruising weed line areas will 
take a look at a Lil Killer with an extra dose 

of Kick’N Bass Java.

addition of a Toledo Shad.
 These are just a few ideas for this 
bait.  I’m sure many of you can come 
with even more, as I may as well as 
time goes by.
 So, if you are looking for an 
extremely simple looking “killer of 
a bait” for multi-species, take a look 
at Natural Forage Baits’ Lil Killer.  
More information can be found at 
www.nfbfishing.com.
 Until next time, get out on the 
water	and	have	a	great	day	of	fishing.

Brad Goodapple harvested this 9 point buck in Peoria County 
on November 15, 2021 Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.
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THINKING AHEAD TO 
SPRING ON DEVILS LAKE

 Devils Lake walleyes are snug under 30 
inches of ice.  That will change in less than 
two	 months.	 	 As	 ice	 fishing	 season	 winds	
down, thoughts are already moving ahead to 
Spring open water.
	 The	tremendous	Devils	Lake	fish	factory	
loaded with walleyes, pike, perch and white 
bass attracts anglers from all corners of the 
world.  Many are booking lodging and guides 
in this north-central North Dakota recreation 
mecca.		With	hundreds	of	fishermen	checking	
their “Bucket Lists” and traveling to Devils 
Lake, they quickly make two important 
discoveries:
1.  Why didn’t I come here earlier?  Most book 

again for the next season.
2.  Fishing for walleyes is stupendous.  Anglers 
fish	 any	 tactic	 they	 prefer,	 or	with	 guides,	
learn new methods they can transport to 
their home waters.  The bonus white bass, 
pike and perch make every day exciting.

		 State	 fisheries	 test	 netting	 last	 summer	
showed the overall walleye catch at 32 per net 
was well above the 21 per net average.  The 15 
to 20 inch “eater” walleyes were double the 
average.  Trophy walleyes (25 to 30 inches) 
were also above average.  Young-of-year 

walleyes sampled last fall showed 45 young 
walleyes per net compared to the historical 
average of 24.  The future is promising with 
natural reproduction strong.  Additionally, 
about	 575,000	 walleye	 fingerlings	 were	
stocked in 2021.
 What do some area guides forecast for the 
coming open water season?  Johnnie Candle, 
world	walleye	champion	and	fishing	educator	
said, “Predictions for a fair amount of water 
from run-off snow melt will concentrate 
walleyes wherever moving water exists.  This 
makes	great	fishing,	because	Devils	Lake	has	
lots of current around bridges, culverts, inlets, 
and they stack up there.”
 Candle added, “The lake is plumb full of 
17 to 20 inch walleyes and this will be a banner 
season.”  Water temperature and watercolor 
make all the difference.  He seeks the warmest 
water, and if visibility is no more than 2 to 3 
feet,	that’s	where	he	fishes.
  Guide Jason Feldner expects the lake to 
rise 2 to 3 feet.  “I like the shallow bays next 
to current areas. After the spawn, walleyes 
head there to fatten up.  Casting jigs with 
plastic or small crank baits produce this time 
of year,” he said.
 Kyle	 Blanchfield,	 owner	 of	 Woodland	
Resort, has many guides running out of his 
operation.  He said, “The upper basin coulees 

and	channels	will	provide	shore	and	boat	fishing	
opportunities galore.  Pitching jigs with plastics 
is the no-brainer method behind catching big 
walleyes.  I expect a fantastic early season.”
  Mark Bry’s guide service of 10 guides will 
be busy.  He rates the open water season judging 
by the ice season, which he graded as an A-/
B+.  “I’m really excited about the projected 2 
to 3 foot increase in water levels.  This will be 
a very good shallow (2 to 5 feet) bite through 
June.”   His crew was in boats April 15 last year, 
but expects to begin guiding May 12.  Jigs with 
plastic, crankbaits and slip-bobbers will all be 
rigged and ready for his clients.  As with most 
guides, booking early is vital.  
 Cody Roswick guides winter and 
summer.  He has high expectations for Spring 

and	Summer.		From	very	good	winter	fishing,	
he anticipates the action to jump into high gear 
as soon as the ice recedes.  He offered a key 
suggestion, “Don’t be in a hurry.  Fish activity 
is geared to water temps with afternoons 
best.  Use slow moving presentation, lively 
live bait and bring the slip-bobbers.”   
  DEVILSLAKEND.COM is the best 
source for guide service listings, up-to-date 
fishing	 reports,	 lodging,	 casino,	 community	
activities and much more.

The New Legendary Suites at Woodland Resort will 
hold 2 and 3-bedroom suites with full kitchens. Book your 

dates for the summer in our new full kitchen suites!

A Family Owned & Operated Resort!
DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
(701) 662-5996(701) 662-5996

www.woodlandresort.com

TOP 10 REASONS TO STAY AT 
WOODLAND RESORT THIS 
SUMMER
1.  Devils Lake’s only full-service 

lakeside resort
2. Excellent fishing opportunities
3.  Convenient bait, tackle, and pro 

shop
4.  Well maintained rental boats and 

pontoons
5.  On-Site, full-service marine/    

atv repair shop
6.  Multiple types of lodging          

options available
7.  Incredible food and fun at       

Proz Lakeside
8.  Air-Conditioned First-Class      

fish cleaning stations
9.  Home to the World Famous  

Perch Patrol Guide Service
10.  Friendly staff all about you   

having a good time!
DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
Trophy Walleye, Pike, Perch & White Bass!

OTHER GREAT REASONS TO 
VISIT US:
1. Fully Guided Fishing Packages
2.  Bait, Tackle & Convenient store 

on site
3. Overnight RV Camping Available
4.  Full-Service Woodland Marine 

Shop
5.  Marina with Boat Ramp &  

On-Water Fuel
6. Ice Fishing Packages

HOME TO SOME OF THE AREA’S FINEST ESTABLISHMENTS



This report represents some events the 
OLE handled over the weeks of 

Nov. 1-15, 2021; however, it does not 
include all actions taken by the Office of 

Law Enforcement. 

Northeast Zone / District 3 - Sgt. David 
Wollgast (CPO M. Anderson, CPO 
Bergland, CPO Elliot, CPO Farber, CPO 
Honiotes, CPO Prasun, CPO Thompson) 
(Counties: Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall, 
Will) 
WILL COUNTY 
While conducting hunting enforcement at a 
federal property in Will County, CPO Prasun 
encountered two hunters who had been 
waterfowl and pheasant hunting throughout 
the day. Upon checking one of the hunters’ 
shotguns, it was determined he did not have 
a plug which allowed the shotgun to be 
capable of holding more than three shotshells. 
It was also determined the same hunter had 

possession of several lead shotshells in the 
field	while	waterfowl	hunting	and	did	not	have	
a blaze orange cap once he was upland game 
hunting. This hunter was cited for no plug in 
his shotgun and issued written warnings for 
the remaining violations. 
CPO Prasun made contact with two waterfowl 
hunters at a boat ramp along a river in Will 
County. It was determined one hunter did not 
have a federal migratory waterfowl stamp, a 
HIP	certification	and	did	not	have	his	hunting	
credentials in his possession. He was issued 
written warnings for the violations. The other 
hunter who was operating the boat was issued 
a	 citation	 for	 a	 wearable	 personal	 floatation	
device (PFD) violation and issued written 
warnings for an uncovered battery and an 
unserviceable type IV PFD. 
Northeast Zone / District 4, Sgt. Josh Mooi 
(CPO Farrell, CPO Gates, CPO Gilliam, 
CPO Hopper, CPO Kater, CPO Kusta, 
CPO Longley, CPO Vik) (Counties: Cook, 
DuPage) 
COOK COUNTY 
CPO Vik with the assistance of CPOs 
Fehrenbacher, Longley, Farrell, and 
Hopper completed an investigation into the 
unlawfully dumping of aquatic species into 
the Chicago River. After receiving a video 
showing	 individuals	 dumping	 fishing	 and	
eels into the Chicago River, CPOs were able 
to track down the group. Over 4,000 dollars’ 
worth	of	market	bought	fish,	eels,	turtles,	and	
frogs were dumped into the Chicago River as 
part of a religious ceremony. CPO Vik and 
Fehrenbacher interviewed the suspects and 

issued citations and warnings for the offenses. 
CPO	 Farrell	 was	 checking	 fisherman	 near	
Diversey South Lagoon when he noticed two 
fishermen	walking	through	the	parking	lot	to	
a	 park	 across	 the	 street.	 Upon	 first	 contact	
the individuals had a black trash bag with 7 
fish	 freshly	 snagged.	 2	 were	 Coho	 Salmon	
and 5 were steelhead trout. Steelheads are 
the anadromous form of Rainbow Trout. One 
individual	 stated	 he	was	 not	 fishing	 and	 the	
other	had	a	valid	fishing	 license	and	salmon	
stamp. The second individual with the license 
stated he snagged the two Coho salmon and 
another	fisherman	gave	him	the	steelhead.	A	
citation was issued for an over-limit of trout 
and	salmon.	The	fish	were	seized	and	donated.	
Northwest Zone / District 1 – Sgt. Steven 
Beltran (CPO Hoftender, CPO McKune, 
CPO Peecher, CPO Posateri, CPO Priest, 
CPO Meinders, CPO Zigler) (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, 
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson, Whiteside) 
CARROLL COUNTY 
CPO Peecher arrested an individual hunting 
upland game on Department lands without a 
hunting license, habitat stamp, hunting with 
an unplugged shotgun, and wearing no blaze 
orange. 
Northwest Zone / District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 
(CPO Alvarez-Gerbino, CPO Engledow, 
CPO Kaufman, CPO Leannah, CPO 
Martin, CPO Murry, CPO Pankey, CPO 
Roesch, CPO Stanbary, CPO Swanson, 
CPO Wagner) (Counties: Boone, Bureau, 
DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam, Winnebago) 
BOONE COUNTY 

CPO Swanson was conducting wildlife 
enforcement when she encountered a 37-year-
old Machesney Park man who harvested two 
antlerless deer in Boone County. The man 
failed to tag one of the deer, was illegally 
transporting an uncased bow and did not 
have a habitat stamp as required. He received 
two citations, one warning, and was given a 
mandatory court appearance in Boone County. 
The untagged deer was seized and donated to 
a	local	non-profit.	
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Pankey issued an individual 4 citations 
for unlawfully taking a deer-taking 11-point 
buck then buying a permit. That individual 
was later issued 1 more citation for hunting 
without permission 
CPO Filipiak was conducting early morning 
wildlife patrols and observed multiple 
violations within northern LaSalle County. 
These violations consisted of: transportation 
of uncased archery device, the offender 
was stopped in the middle of the roadway 
observing a nearby doe, upon the consensual 
stop, the hunter was found to have an archery 
device uncased in the back seat of his truck. 
The hunter stated he had harvested a deer 
earlier in October, upon a complete review of 
the hunter’s licenses and permit he failed to 
purchase a habitat stamp. In another instance, 
a hunter was observed hunting within the zone 
of	influence	of	approximately	300-400	pounds	
of corn that had fallen out of a hopper. The 
hunter was not in possession of his hunting 
license, habitat stamp, or archery permits. 
Finally, a hunter was observed dragging a 
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CPO Reports . . . continued
dear from the harvested area, the hunter failed 
to tag the deer immediately upon kill. 
Central Zone / District 9, Sgt. Eric Myers 
(CPO Blakeley, CPO Blazinic, CPO 
Goetten, CPO Gushleff, CPO Jansen, 
CPO Olroyd & CPO Wheatley) (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike, & Schuyler) 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
CPO Michael Goetten located two Florida 
residents who were falsely claiming 
residency in Illinois to purchase deer permits 
and hunting licenses. They were also in 
possession of an untagged deer. Each was 
cited	for	falsification	of	IDNR	records	and	the	
unlawful take/possession of a deer. 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
CPO Wheatley was contacted by a landowner 
concerning a group of 4 men trespassing 
on his property. The men stated they were 
looking for a deer one of the men had shot. 
The men stated they were hunting with an 
outfitter,	 but	 they	 had	 not	 contacted	 the	
outfitter	 or	 a	 guide	 prior	 to	 looking	 for	 the	
deer.	 CPO	Wheatley	 knew	 the	 outfitter	 and	
arrived at the lodge a few minutes later. 
CPO Wheatley explained the situation to 
the	outfitter	and	was	able	to	locate	the	group	
of men. All of them admitted the story the 
landowner told was accurate. CPO Wheatley 
explained looking for a wounded deer on the 
property without permission still constitutes 
hunting since they are in pursuit of an animal 
to	collect.	CPO	Wheatley	identified	the	hunter	

that shot the deer and told him he would be 
receiving a citation for Hunting Without 
Permission; however, all the men could be 
cited. The men’s demeanor to the landowner 
helped keep all the men from being cited, and 
the	landowner	agreed.	This	is	a	fine	example	
of	citizens	working	with	officers	in	an	attempt	
to protect property and keep everyone lawful 
when it comes to hunting, especially during 
the busy hunting season. 
SCHUYLER COUNTY 
Central Zone / District 10, Sgt. William 
Gilmer (CPO Filipiak, CPO Gerdes, 
CPO McClenning, CPO Snodgrass, CPO 
Thornley, CPO Wahlbrink, CPO Wright) 
(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon, & Scott) 
MASON COUNTY 
CPO Thornley conducted a nighttime detail in 
rural Mason County. CPO Thornley observed 
a vehicle traveling slowly down a county road. 
The vehicle then turned around and traveled 
back towards CPO Thornley’s location, 
where it stopped, and angled its headlights 
towards	the	ditch	to	illuminate	the	field.	CPO	
Thornley followed the vehicle for a short time 
and observed it stop in the roadway multiple 
times. As the vehicle attempted to conduct 
a u-turn in the roadway, CPO Thornley 
conducted	 a	 traffic	 stop	 of	 the	 vehicle.	 The	
vehicle was occupied by four individuals 
from out of state. As CPO Thornley spoke to 
the driver, he could see a scope protruding out 
from underneath a blanket in the back seat. 
A search of the vehicle revealed a loaded 
Benjamin Pioneer Airbow equipped with a 

thermal imaging camera between the back seat 
passengers. The Benjamin Pioneer Airbow 
and thermal imaging camera were seized as 
evidence, and multiple citations were issued 
to each occupant of the truck. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Gerdes and CPO Snodgrass responded 
to a call regarding a doe that had fallen into 
an in-ground swimming pool. The doe had 
mistakenly walked on the pool’s cover and 
then fell into the half-empty pool. The two 
CPOs were able to successfully remove the 
doe which appeared to be in good health. 
A	landowner	notified	CPO	Wahlbrink	about	an	
unknown individual who had been repeatedly 
driving an ATV through his hunting property. 
The landowner provided CPO Wahlbrink 
with multiple photographs of the individual 
taken from his game camera. CPO Wahlbrink 
discovered the identity of the individual 
and cited him for operating an ATV on the 
property without permission. 
Central Zone / District 19, ACTING 
Sgt. Matt Graden (CPO Ausmus, CPO 
Graden, CPO Reeves, CPO Sanford, 
CPO Z. Williams, & CPO Workman) 
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, 
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, 
Piatt, Vermilion) 
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 
CPO Noah Workman #580 responded to a 
complaint of 4 hunters shooting an over-
limit of geese in Urbana. CPO Workman 
made contact with the hunters and discovered 
they were legal. The complainant confused 
the decoys with dead geese. The hunters 

complained of being harassed during their 
hunt by a subject parked across the road. 
CPO Workman interviewed the driver of the 
vehicle and the subject admitted to harassing 
the hunters. CPO Workman issued the subject 
a written warning and educated him on the 
hunter harassment law. 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Noah Workman was on routine patrol 
and observed a vehicle parked in a parking 
lot designated for hunters. CPO Workman 
discovered the owner of the vehicle was 
hunting with no hunting license or habitat 
stamp. CPO Workman waited on the subject 
to return to his vehicle and issued 1 citation 
and 1 written warning. 
MACON COUNTY 
CPO Workman responded to a landowner 
complaint of hunters hunting too close to his 
home. CPO Workman measured the distance 
from the dwelling to the hunter’s location 
and it turned out the hunters were outside 
100 yards. CPO Workman educated the 
homeowner of the distance the hunters need to 
be from his home. No enforcement was taken. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Sanford received a complaint of the 
unlawful harvest of a whitetail buck in 
Vermilion County. CPO Sanford investigated 
the complaint and discovered an individual 
who had harvested an 8 pt. buck with no valid 
hunting license, habitat stamp, or valid permit. 
CPO Sanford issued citations for unlawful 
take, unlawful hunting with no valid permit, 
and unlawful hunting with no valid hunting 
license. The individual was also issued 
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multiple written warnings for other violations 
of the IL Wildlife Code. 
CPO Sanford investigated extensive damage 
to trees and other vegetation on Vermilion 
County property caused by two deer hunters. 
CPO Sanford located the responsible parties 
and issued citations for the violations. 
While on patrol, CPO Sanford observed an 
individual walking upon a roadway with 
an arrow knocked in a compound bow. 
The individual was educated as to the laws 
regarding hunting upon or along a roadway 
and issued a written warning for the violation. 
The individual, along with another hunter, 
was also issued written warnings for failure to 
acquire/display a windshield harvest reporting 
card when required.
Southern Zone / District 13, ACTING Sgt. 
Matthew Lentz (CPO Binsbacher, CPO 
Charles, CPO French, CPO Gerdes, CPO 
Lentz, CPO Leibl, CPO Macias, CPO 
Ray, CPO Schachner, CPO Sievers, CPO 
Waigand, CPO Wichern) (Counties: Bond, 
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
MADISON COUNTY 
CPO Wichern cited an upland hunter for 
hunting rabbits with an unplugged shotgun on 
the Chouteau Island Complex. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Waigand and CPO Ray conducted 
an interview of a suspect that illegally 
harvested a buck. The suspect was issued 
three citations and one written warning for 
various wildlife code violations. The buck 
was seized as evidence. 

Southern Zone / District 14, Sgt. Marc 
Folden (CPO Jourdan, CPO Knop, CPO 
Lewis, CPO Schoenhoff, CPO Tapley, 
CPO K. Williams & CPO T. Williams) 
(Counties: Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jefferson, Perry, Saline, & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CPO Williams located two Alabama deer 
hunters who had entered Wayne Fitzgerrell 
State Park on Saturday from Interstate 57 to 
Deer hunt. The State Park is closed to Deer 
hunting Wednesday – Sunday after the permit 
pheasant hunt started on November 10th. The 
hunters were educated on what properties 
around Rend Lake were open to hunting and 
issued written warnings. 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
CPO Skelton responded to a tracking dog 
during hunting hours complaint at Ten Mile 
Creek State Fish and Wildlife Area. The 
subjects were located, and proper enforcement 
action was taken. 
CPO Skelton responded to a call from a 
subject who witnessed a deer shot from the 
roadway. The deer was located, and CPO 
Skelton performed a necropsy on the deer 
locating the bullet for further assistance in the 
investigation. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Williams worked the opening day of the 
Waterfowl season at the Rend Lake WMA. 
An Uncle and Nephew were located in the 
Big Muddy sub impoundment to have entered 
prior to the 4:30 entry time. Both hunters 
were also found in possession of more than 
25 shotshells (New Rule for 2021). A citation 

was issued for early entry and waning for 
exceeding the shotshell limit. Both hunters 
forfeited their location while enforcement was 
being	taken	and	was	required	to	find	another	
location to hunt. 
CPO Jourdan cited a Mt. Vernon man for 
failure to tag a deer immediately upon kill and 
failure to report the harvest of that deer. CPO 
Jourdan issued written warnings to archery 
deer hunters at Wayne Fitzgerald State Park 
for hunting on a day closed due to controlled 
Pheasant hunting. 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO Lewis assisted a landowner with a hunting 
without permission complaint. The landowner 
advised he had been having a problem with 
hunters getting dropped off by vehicles from 
the roadway then entering his property. He 
set up cellular trail cameras and called CPO 
Lewis to advise him one of his cameras had 
just sent him a photo of a trespasser. CPO 
Lewis responded to the property and located 
the bowhunter in a treestand. The hunter 
advised he knew he was not allowed on 

the property. Additionally, while reviewing 
trail camera data with the complainant’s 
assistance, it was discovered the hunter had 
trespassed on another complainant’s property 
while walking to his preferred hunting spot. 
Both landowners signed complaints, and CPO 
Lewis issued the hunter two citations for 
hunting without permission. 
SALINE COUNTY 
CPO Wilkinson conducted a spotlighting 
detail. While on patrol, a vehicle was observed 
driving at a low rate of speed in a very rural 
area. The vehicle also stopped in the roadway 
several times. When making a turn, the 
vehicle failed to signal and CPO Wilkinson 
conducted	 a	 traffic	 stop.	 The	 operator	 was	
found in possession of an open Miller Lite and 
unable to provide proof of insurance. It was 
determined he was not intoxicated and there 
were	 no	 firearms	 in	 the	 vehicle.	 Citations	
were issued for illegal transportation of open 
alcoholic beverages and failure to provide 
proof of insurance. Warnings were issued for 
failure to signal and parked in the roadway. 
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Southern Zone / District 15, Sgt. Timothy 
Buhnerkempe (CPO Hyatt, CPO Roper, 
CPO Roundcount, CPO Skelton, CPO Smith, 
CPO Swindle, CPO Taylor & CPO Willand) 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 
Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 
Marion, Richland, Wabash, & Wayne) 
CLAY COUNTY 
CPO Smith received a complaint from the SD 
stating	that	a	deer	was	shot	with	a	firearm.	CPO	
Smith responded to the area and found the 
deer carcass hanging at a residence. CP Smith 
interviewed three suspects and determined that 
there were several unlawful acts committed in 
this case. Citations issued to two of the suspects 
were as follows: Unlawful use/aid of a motor 
vehicle, unlawful possession of whitetail deer, 
unlawful take of whitetail deer, unlawful use 
of archery deer permit, and failure to tag deer 
immediately upon kill. 9 point deer seized and 
20 gauge shotgun. Deer meat was donated to a 
local facility. 
CRAWFORD COUNTY 
CPO Taylor came across 2 men and a juvenile 
standing	 by	 the	 road	 wearing	 camouflage	
clothes. I asked each of the subjects for 
hunting License and deer permits. One 
male stated he was not hunting. The other 
produced his permits and stated his boy was 
hunting but did not have any-deer permits. 
There were only 2 crossbows found and the 
juvenile stated he was hunting. A citation 
was issued to the father for the son hunting 

deer without deer permits. 
CPO Willand received an anonymous Target 
Illinois Poachers report for an individual 
raccoon hunting out of season. CPO Willand 
followed	 up	 with	 the	 complaint,	 identified	
the suspect, and received a confession from 
the male individual about running dogs and 
harvesting a raccoon the night prior. CPO 
Willand issued the individual a citation and a 
written warning. 
CPO Willand was on routine patrol performing 
archery compliance checks on hunters. CPO 
Willand came across a group of three non-
resident Florida hunters standing near or 
seated in side-by-side off-road vehicles. 
CPO Willand performed a compliance 
check on the individuals and discovered one 
individual to not have his permits nor license 
in his possession and that all three individuals 
unlawfully transported uncased bows in a 
vehicle to this location. CPO Willand then 
transported the bows back to the camp of the 
hunters, due to them not being able to legally 
transport them at the time. At the camp, CPO 
Willand observed blood in the back of one of 
the side by side. CPO Willand was advised the 
blood belonged to a doe harvested by another 
non-resident Florida hunter who was staying 
at a third location. CPO Willand traveled to 
the third location and was met by an additional 
two non-resident Florida hunters. At this 
location, CPO Willand observed two coolers 
to	 be	 filled	 with	 quarter	 deer	 meat	 as	 well	
as	 four	 unfilled/unconfirmed	 deer	 permits.	
Upon interviewing the individuals at the third 

location, CPO Willand obtained a confession 
about the unlawful harvest of an 8-point buck 
as well as a doe and the illegal transfer and 
use of another’s permit. CPO Willand seized 
the unlawfully possessed deer meat, 8-point 
buck head, and unlawfully used permits. CPO 
Willand issued a total of 12 citations and a 
written warning to the group of 5 hunters. The 
unlawfully possessed meat was donated to a 
meat processor and will be donated to in-need 
families in the local area. 
CPO Willand and CPO Taylor were on 
routine patrol checking archery hunters at 
the Crawford County Conservation area. 
CPO Willand observed a male individual 
standing near his vehicle with a compound 
bow in his hands. CPO Willand approached 
the individual who advised he had just gotten 
done squirrel hunting and was not going to 
go deer hunting. CPO Willand observed the 
individual have a 12-gauge shotgun near him 
as well. CPO Willand asked the individual 
what shotshells he was using. The individual 
produced two shells of different sizes from 
either of his pants pockets. The shotshells 
contained lead and were not non-toxic shots 
as is required on the grounds. CPO Willand 
advised the individual of this and asked if the 
individual had a bow case in the vehicle for 
his compound bow. The individual stated no, 
but that he did drive there with the bow neither 
cased nor made inoperable. CPO Willand 
cited the individual for the use of lead where 
the non-toxic shot is required, and a written 

warning was issued for the uncased bow. CPO 
Willand helped the male individual in making 
the bow inoperable for the return trip home. 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt worked the waterfowl opener at 
Carlyle Lake sub impoundments. He issued 
3 citations to hunters for unplugged shotgun, 
no federal waterfowl stamp, and more than 
the allowed shell amount. He also issued 1 
warning for failure to keep separate bags. 
CPO Roper was contacted by Fayette 
County	 Sheriff’s	 Office	 regarding	 a	 traffic	
stop conducted by a deputy which resulted 
in discovering multiple hunting violations. 
Subjects	wear	found	to	have	a	loaded	firearm	
in the vehicle after dark, as well as several 
spotlights. The individuals also had deer 
blood on their clothing. CPO Roper and CPO 
Swindle interviewed the subjects at a later 
date. CPOs learned the individuals had been 
spotlighting	deer	the	night	of	the	traffic	stop.	
They also learned one of the individuals had 
harvested a deer and failed to register the 
harvest, and the other individual had tagged 
the deer and registered the harvest. The two 
subjects were charged with 2 counts of hunt 
by use or aid of a motor vehicle, 2 counts of 
hunting from a highway, 1 count of failure to 
immediately tag whitetail deer, 1 count of an 
uncased	 firearm	 in	 a	motor	 vehicle,	 1	 count	
of	a	loaded	firearm	in	a	motor	vehicle,	and	1	
count	of	permit	falsification.	
CPO Roper received information about road 
hunting activity at approximately 5:00 P.M. 

54 Adventure Sports Outdoors | May 2022

SHIPPING CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604

MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-247-1639

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x4020 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED



May 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  55

The informant stated a gunshot was heard 
from the roadway. As CPO Roper attempted 
to arrive in the area the informant stated two 
more shots from the area were heard. As CPO 
Roper turned onto the road the complaint 
was generating from he observed a white 
Chevrolet	 pickup	 turning	 around	 in	 a	 field	
road and began traveling in the same direction 
in front of CPO Roper. Upon approaching the 
vehicle to retrieve the registration number 
CPO Roper observed the driver throw a bottle 
out of the passenger window of the truck. 
CPO	 Roper	 conducted	 a	 traffic	 stop	 on	 the	
truck. CPO Roper observed a gun case in the 
center of the front seat next to the driver. CPO 
Roper informed the driver he knew deer had 
been shot from the truck. The driver stated 
his buddy who owned the truck and was 
driving at the time the deer was shot, had 
done the shooting. CPO Roper was escorted 
to the scene by the driver, where he observed 
another	individual	standing	in	a	field	next	to	a	
deer. CPO Roper interviewed the individuals 
to	 find	 the	 driver	 (registered	 owner	 of	 the	
truck)	 had	fired	 all	 three	 shots.	He	 had	 shot	
at a coyote which he had missed and had shot 
and killed two doe deer as well. CPO Lentz 
arrived on the scene at this time. CPO Roper 
observed dried blood on the tailgate of the 
truck. The driver admitted to CPO Roper he 
had also road shot a doe on the evening of 
10/29/21. He stated the deer meat was in his 
refrigerator at his residence. The individuals 
took CPO Roper and CPO Lentz to the 
downed deer, which were loaded up into the 
CPO’s patrol vehicles. The CPOs followed 
the individual to his residence and seized 
the meat from the third deer. Charges on the 
two individuals include 3 counts of a hunt 
by use or aid of a motor vehicle, 2 counts of 
hunting from a highway, 4 counts of shooting 
from a roadway, 3 counts of unlawful take of 
whitetail	deer,	2	counts	of	an	uncased	firearm	
in	a	motor	vehicle,	2	counts	of	a	loaded	firearm	
in a motor vehicle, 1 count of unlawful take of 
a fur-bearing mammal, and 1 count of illegal 
transportation of alcohol by a driver. 
JASPER COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt has been working with deer hunters 
and issued 1 citation and 3 warnings to non-
resident hunters. 1 citation was for failure to 
call in deer by 10 pm the night of harvest and 3 
warnings for uncased pistols in a vehicle. 
LAWRENCE COUNTY 
CPO Roundcount was working a night-time 
wildlife detail. A vehicle was observed driving 
slowly down a rural county road. The driver 
of the vehicle started shining a spotlight into 
the	fields	on	both	sides	of	the	road.	The	driver	
did	this	for	 	approximately	2	miles.	A	traffic	
stop was conducted on the vehicle. The driver 
(sole occupant) was found to be in possession 
of a handheld spotlight and an uncased .243 
caliber	 rifle	 within	 arm’s	 reach.	 The	 driver	
was cited for use of a light from a vehicle/
hunting with use or aid of conveyance and for 
having	 an	uncased	firearm	 in	 a	 vehicle.	The	
firearm	was	seized	as	evidence.	
MARION COUNTY 
CPO	 Swindle	 received	 a	 notification	 from	
D 15 Sergeant of someone attempting to get 
a salvage tag for a found deer with antlers. 
The person was denied the tag. Later CPO 

Swindle noticed a roadkill report and the last 
name matching the one Sgt Buhnerkempe 
advised him of. Contact was made with 
the subject who submitted the report. The 
subject	identified	himself	as	the	father	of	the	
previous subject making the request. The 
father	confirmed	it	was	the	same	deer.	Contact	
was made with the original subject who was 
denied the tag. He was cited for hunting w/o 
a license, hunting w/o permits, fraudulent 
report, and unlawful possession. The antlers/
skullcap were seized as evidence. The meat 
was donated by the meat processor. 
Southern Zone / District 16, Sgt. Kristin 
Taylor (CPO G. Anderson, CPO Johnson, 
CPO Somers, CPO Spinka, CPO Teas, 
CPO Vasicek, CPO Wilkinson, CPO 
Wolf) (Counties: Alexander, Jackson, 
Johnson, Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Union, & 
Williamson) 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Wilkinson responded to a complaint 
of spotlighting and a deer shot from the 
roadway. Utilizing video evidence of the 
incident, CPO Wilkinson was able to identify 
the truck and Louisiana license plate. The 
truck was located in the early morning hours 
at a nearby cabin. At approximately 2:00 AM, 
CPO Wilkinson was able to make contact with 
the individuals. Interviews were performed 
on the subjects admitted to spotlighting for 
deer and shooting from the roadway. CPO 
Wilkinson issued 10 citations to the subjects 
for the following violations: Unlawfully deer 
hunting by the use of a vehicle, spotlighting, 
unlawful transportation of uncased crossbow, 
unlawfully shooting from a roadway, 
unlawfully deer hunting ½ hour after sunset 
and ½ before sunrise, and unlawful take of a 
whitetail buck. Additionally, CPO Wilkinson 
seized their crossbow as evidence. The 
illegally taken deer was also located and 
photographed for evidence. 
PULASKI COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek arrested Georgia residents for 
shining spotlights from their vehicle to locate 
wildlife. These individuals were shining 
fields	 and	 tree	 lines	 within	 Cypress	 Creek	
National Wildlife Refuge and adjacent private 
property. Subjects had uncased operable 
archery equipment in a vehicle with arrows 
tipped with broadheads 
CPO Vasicek arrested 2 Alabama residents 
for operating spotlights from their vehicle 
to locate wildlife in Pulaski County. It was 
discovered that they also possessed unlawful 
deer at the location they were staying at upon 
further investigation 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
CPO Johnson received a complaint of a 
subject hunting, Williamson County, with 
a gun during archery season. CPO Johnson 
and Anderson investigated the incident. The 
subject admitted killing a large buck with a 
bow but would not admit to using a gun. The 
CPOs drove to the processor and examined the 
deer.	A	large-caliber	rifle	round	was	removed	
from the shoulder. The CPOs returned to the 
subject’s house. The subject later admitted to 
killing	the	deer	with	a	308	rifle.	The	10	point	
buck was seized and donated to a local shelter 
for the homeless. The deer head and 308 were 
seized as evidence.

www.aspenfuels.us

PROTECTION

Clean fuel that is formulated to 
minimize corrosion and residue, and 
virtually eliminate harmful fumes. 

CONVENIENCE

Safely store your machines and 
count on your equipment to start.

SUPERIOR VALUE

Clean, high-octane fuel and more 
product at a competitive price.

LLEEAARRNN  MMOORREE  AANNDD  BBEECCOOMMEE  AANN  AASSPPEENN  DDEEAALLEERR  
TTHHRROOUUGGHH  OOUURR  PPAARRTTNNEERRSS::

1.800.873.6722

1.800.782.2700 

1.800.447.2040

1.800.627.7276

(309) 663-5151
1716 E Hamilton Rd

Bloomington, IL 61704

www.NordPower.com
 ASK US ABOUT QUANTITY DISCOUNTS



Coke & Pepsi Fountain
 Drinks Available

GENERAL STORE BAYVIEWGENERAL STORE BAYVIEW
Why go anywhere else when you can find it here!Why go anywhere else when you can find it here!

Tanning Packages 
Available

1520 Spring Bay Rd, East Peoria • 309-822-07071520 Spring Bay Rd, East Peoria • 309-822-0707
OPEN MON-SAT 8am - 9pm • SUN 8am - 8pmOPEN MON-SAT 8am - 9pm • SUN 8am - 8pm

Stop by for a FREE 
4x6 photo printed 
from your Phone!

Vehicle Title & License Services • Vehicle Sticker Renewals
Fishing & Hunting Licenses • Propane & Ice • Groceries

Household Items • Personal Products • Outdoor Items • Kid Toys
Party Items • Seasonal Items

56 Adventure Sports Outdoors | May 2022

Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website

NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!

PARTS CONSISTENCY 
DURING PRODUCTION

 We expect the parts used to make 
a mechanism to be identical through a 
model run, but if inconsistency exists, 
is it more common with economy 
products? Some might expect that 
the more expensive devices have less 
chance of containing any piece(s) that 
could malfunction due to production 
error, as opposed to normal wear and 
other causes, and usually that is true. 
Manufacturers of pricey items are less 
likely to want a failure to be seen by a 
user and then become a spreading tale, 
so rapid corrective action would be 
preferred in such circumstances.
 Once an item has been made for 
some time and is no longer in what 
might be a “teething” stage (early 

use.	Considering	the	misfire	issue,	note	
that both had the same measurement 
of	firing	pin	protrusion	 and	 equivalent	
hammer spring condition, so one 
looks for another potential cause (or 
causes) that could be economically 
accomplished. Not many owners of 
single shot shotguns expect to have 
comparatively large repair bills, so it 
helps to keep the costs down. 
 One evident situation was the 
uneven	fit	of	the	extractor	notch	cut	to	
hold the rim of a shell for extraction/
ejection, as can be seen at the yellow 
arrow as different contour and level vs. 
the barrel rim cut adjacent (see picture 
1). The right image shows after some 

production with any problems needing 
to	be	verified	as	addressed),	one	might	
hope that the settled production would 
make the parts stay consistent and not 
have uneven or failed performance. 
When line personnel must do some 
fitting	 during	 attachment,	 the	 training	
and	 final	 inspection	 must	 be	 adept	
at elimination of any errors from 
assembly actions.
 Two similar single shots came in 
with different problems but were used 
to make some notes of similarities and 
differences as side by side comparisons. 
One	 had	 problems	 with	 misfiring	 of	
some slugs and the other started popping 
open	 when	 fired,	 when	 such	 had	 not	
been the case for either one in previous 

refit	 of	 that	 edge	 to	 better	 align	 with	
the shape and depth of the rim groove, 
noted as an extra-deep cut in the red 
bracketed area. As a rim cut gets deeper, 
the shell sits deeper, as well, and then 
a	 firing	 pin	 must	 consequently	 reach	
deeper to strike the primer. If a shell rim 
also cannot sit squarely in the chamber, 
but is held either slightly askew or 
sitting on a spring loaded extractor 
edge (or combination) then that may 
rob	 striking	 force	 from	 the	 firing	 pin	
after the hammer strike. Once hit, that 
is	 all	 the	 force	 available	 for	 the	 firing	
pin to impact the primer, so if force 
is removed by any cushioning effect, 
misfires	become	more,	rather	than	less,	

Picture 1



likely.	 One	 must	 hope	 that	 sufficient	
recut of the extractor edge will remove 
the cushioned condition to the shells 
expected to discharge.
 Even though both hammer springs 
had similar tension effort and shape, 
it was considered prudent to boost 
the	 spring	 pressure	 for	 the	 misfiring	
example to improve the overall strike 
potential (see picture 2). Rework of the 
extra-deep rim edge is too expensive for 
nearly any shooter to contemplate for 
an economy single shot, so something 
that can be done to help avoid that 
necessity should be undertaken. This re-
tensioning boosted the hammer resting 
pressure (at the hammer-down position) 
close to one-third as an inducement to 
create more impact force transfer to the 
firing	pin.
 When the example that had started 
popping open was compared to the 
other mechanism, it became apparent 
that the lockup had different travel and 
engagement of the barrel locking face 
when	 checked	 against	 the	 misfiring	
example that locked tight. The yellow 
arrow shows the locking lever release 
edge sits low in this case when the green 
arrow shows the other gun has more 
of the locking lever up with the barrel 
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closed (see picture 3). The measuring 
scale to the left by the tip of each image 
shows the short engagement is less than 
.4” and the good example has over .5” 
of release button end height measured.
 An initial inspection showing such 
lack of locking engagement might be 
presumed to have been an error at the 
factory	 in	 fitting	 (as	 has	 been	 written	
about	here	before),	and	once	sufficient	
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use	 had	 been	 seen,	 the	 edge	 finally	
starts to round off and let the lockup 
fail	when	 fired.	As	 it	 turned	 out,	 after	
disassembly, was that there had been 
a piece of material stuck in the way 
of the locking block travel, much like 
something might prevent a door from 
completely closing, but was of such 
minor size that it could not be detected 

or dislodged until disassembled. Some 
careful exam afterwards showed that no 
serious problems had been generated 
from popping open, fortunately. If some 
similar occurrence was to happen in 
your presence, discontinue use until 
proper exam can be performed to 
reduce the chances of parts damage that 
requires	major	effort	to	refit	or	repair.

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage

Firewood • Lumber
Snow Removal

Zach Nayden
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• AMISH BUILT •
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 Steve Townley loves to hunt 
and	fish.		He	always	has.		However,	
spring gobblers never interested him 
enough to get on his “Hit List”.  A 
couple of years ago that all changed.
 Because of his son Kyle’s 
infection for turkey hunting and 
because he had become so good 

at it, Steve decided to give it a try.  
Another reason was because Kyle’s 
girlfriend, Sarah Stipanovic, was 
just starting her turkey hunting 
career, as well.
 In the spring of 2020 Steve 
and Sarah made Townley’s maiden 
voyage as a turkey hunter.  As fun as 
it	was…no	birds	flopped.		But	before	
that season ended, they were already 
making plans for spring 2021.
 On opening morning last year 
Kyle took the bull by the horns.  
He would serve as guide and caller 
for the pair.  He was hopeful that 
his experience of hunting toms for 
many years, in many states, would 
pay-off for his dad and Sarah.
 Kyle got his pair of hunters set-
up well before daylight.  There was 
gobbling off the roost across the 
pasture in front of them.  But from 
the get-go, things just did not feel 
right to the younger Townley.  Once 
the sun came up Kyle did not like the 
way the decoys looked.  He did not 
like their range of vision.  He did not 
like the gobbler’s lack of response to 
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A very excited Kyle Townley is flanked by his father Steve and girlfriend Sarah 
after their very successful Missouri turkey hunt.  (Photo by Sarah Stipanovic)
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his	calls.		Opening	day	ended	without	a	shot	fired.
	 Before	leaving	on	that	first	day	the	experienced	
turkey hunter picked-out the spot for day two’s hunt.  
This location would actually put them on a terrace 
overlooking their decoys and giving them many 
more acres to observe.  Steve told me he liked this 
set-up much better.
 Steve said that as the sun rose that next morning, 
“Everything was perfect”.  He said the weather, the 
sunrise and being with his family was, “Perfect”.
 Guide Kyle set out 2 hen decoys and one strutting 
tom.  Steve told me that he was sitting to Sarah’s 
left and Kyle was on her right.  The birds were very 
vocal on the roost and continued to respond to Kyle’s 
calls once on the ground.
	 Within	a	few	minutes	our	camouflaged	trio	could	
see	 turkeys	 coming	 across	 the	 field	 toward	 them.		
Now	guide	Kyle	became	traffic	cop	Kyle.	 	He	was	
doing a whispered play-by-play to keep his shooters 
concentrating on different birds.
When the 3 gobblers got to about 25-yards, Kyle 
instructed his father to shoot the bird on the left and 
for Sarah to shoot the bird on the right.  When he 
called the shot, it sounded like a single gun went off.  
Steve	and	Sarah	fired	absolutely	simultaneously.		
One bird went down stone cold dead and the other 
began	 to	 flop.	 	 Kyle	 got	 to	 the	 flopping	 tom	 and	

corralled	it	as	his	hunters	joined	him	in	the	field	for	
the ensuing celebration.  When I asked Steve, whose 
bird	was	flopping	he	said,	“I’m	not	sure…and	I	don’t	
care.  We got em both”!
 So, at the spry young age of 70-years Steve 
Townley	 had	 taken	 his	 first	 gobbler.	 	 I	 ask	 him	 to	
describe what he felt.  “It was the perfect set-up on 
the perfect morning with the perfect people.  My 
heart was pounding.  And when the birds got there 
and the plan came together, it was amazing!” he said.
 I do believe Steve is now addicted to this sport.  
He is joining his son and some friends to go to 
Nebraska this month to chase Easterns or Merriams 
or both.  I think there might even be a chance for me 
to sit next to Steve on a hunt this season.
 At the end of our discussion he said, “Ya know, 
there’s no better way to enjoy the outdoors than with 
your family”.  Steve, I could not agree more.
 Kyle Townley and Sarah Stipanovic are now 
on the Pro Hunting Staff for WGO OUTDOORS.  
Subscribe to this You Tube channel, and you may 
just	see	Steve	Townley	kill	a	gobbler	on	film,	just	
for you.
 For regular and constant outdoor content Like and 
Follow MIKE ROUX OUTDOOR ENTERPRISES 
on Facebook.

Steve Townley proudly displays his first gobbler, 
proving that it is never too late. 

(Photo by Sarah Stipanovic)
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ON THE HUNT 
FOR KUDU
by Tom Berg

 It was late-morning, and my brother 
Mike, his son Steve, and professional 
hunter Cobus Van Vuuren were all sitting 
in one of Cobus’ hunting blinds in the 
beautiful Limpopo Province in South 
Africa.  Even though it was near the end 
of May and springtime in the USA, it 
was autumn in South Africa, and winter 
was slowly approaching.  Fall and winter 
temperatures in South Africa are a little 
different than here in the Midwest, though, 
and that morning it was a pleasant 68 
degrees.  Even better than that – there were 
hardly	any	annoying	insects	flying	around!

 The trio of hunters sat in the blind 
and waited for a kudu to come into view.  
What is a Kudu?  A kudu is a large spiral-
horned antelope which is common in 
Africa.  The greater kudu inhabits southern 
Africa, while the smaller lesser kudu lives 
in northeastern and eastern Africa.  Greater 
Kudu	 are	 very	 tall	 (five	 feet	 tall	 at	 the	
shoulder) and can weigh as much as 650 
pounds.  The only antelope larger than 
a kudu is the massive eland.  Mike was 
hunting the greater Kudu.
 Surprisingly, Mike said he wasn’t 
planning to hunt for kudu when he was 

preparing for his safari earlier in the year.  
Originally, he had intended to hunt Impala, 
Waterbuck, Warthog and possibly Zebra.  
He and Steve wanted to hunt different 
animals and not duplicate any trophies 
between them.  Steve decided he wanted 
a zebra, so Mike crossed it off his list.  
Hmmm.  What could he replace it with?
 On	their	first	night	at	Cobus’	Lodge,	
Mike saw a large Kudu bull that made an 
impact on him.  Cobus has an outdoor 
fire	 pit	 with	 a	 feeding	 trough	 within	
sight where animals periodically come 
into feed.  That evening a big male kudu 
came in and provided them with a great 

view.  Mike was amazed at how regal 
and majestic the Kudu looked, so he told 
Cobus he would be interested in hunting a 
Kudu later in the week.
 Back to the hunt:  Mike sat in the 
hunting blind, wondering how long it might 
take for some animals to arrive.  Would 
a Kudu make an appearance?  Would 
it be nothing but an annoying troupe of 
Baboons?  It didn’t take long to discover 
the answer.  After only about 10 minutes, 
several female Kudus started to approach 
through the thick brush, looking for 
something to eat.  A blue Wildebeest bull 
also came into view and started feeding.  

The Limpopo region of South Africa is beautiful and full of game.  Photo by Troy McCormick.Mike Berg smiles over the trophy kudu 
he harvested while on safari.  
Photo courtesy of Mike Berg.
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Everything was strangely quiet.
 Just then, a big Kudu bull appeared.  
Unfortunately, he only had one horn!  Mike 
and Steve wondered how he had lost that 
one horn, but they didn’t have much time 
to ponder it.  This kudu looked nervous, and 
he kept looking away into the brush.  After 
only a couple of minutes he started walking 
away.  Mike was not interested in harvesting 
him anyway.  The Kudu bull kept looking 
back as he moved away, like there was some 
sort of danger approaching.  The females 
and the wildebeest ignored him.
 They soon saw why the one-horned 
Kudu acted nervous.  Another big Kudu 
bull suddenly appeared and started to 
approach.	 	 This	 was	 a	 big,	 magnificent	
animal with large spiral horns.  The other 
Kudu disappeared as this dominant bull 
approached, but the females completely 
ignored the newcomer.  The Wildebeest 
seemed to be oblivious to it, too.
 This second Kudu was probably 
only about 40 yards away and was slowly 
walking straight towards the hunting blind.  
It	 was	 definitely	 a	 large	 bull,	 and	 Cobus	
motioned that it was a shooter if Mike 
wanted to take it.  Mike decided this was 
indeed the kudu he wanted, so he got ready 
to shoot.  He was waiting for the animal to 
turn broadside, but Cobus whispered to go 
ahead and take him – but aim directly at the 
middle of his chest.
 Mike put the crosshairs on his chest and 
slowly squeezed the trigger.  The gun went 
off and the Kudu jumped when the bullet hit 
him.  Mike could see that it was a mortal shot.  
The Kudu took off, and the other animals 
that were feeding nearby also scattered at 
the sound of the shot.  The Kudu only ran 
25 or 30 feet, though, before collapsing at the 
edge of the thicker brush.  Success!  Cobus 
congratulated	Mike	and	there	were	high	fives	
all around!  Mike was very happy.
 The trio only waited a couple of 
minutes because they knew the animal was 
dead already.  Cobus approached it and 
touched it to make sure it had expired, and 
then he motioned for Mike to come closer 
and check out his trophy.  It was a really 
large animal!
 Mike was understandably excited.  In 

fact, it took several minutes for his heart 
to stop racing!  He had dreamed of this 
moment, and now it was a reality.  This 
kudu was a real trophy, too.  The huge black 
horns spiraled up majestically and were 
somewhat polished towards the tips from 
rubbing on trees and bushes.  The bold, 
bright white face stripe complemented the 
thin white stripes on the Kudu’s sides.  It 
was a very handsome animal.
 Cobus quickly left to get the truck so 
they could haul the animal out for skinning.  
Cobus’ local skinners would make short 
work of prepping the hide and head/horns 

for the taxidermist, and they would save all 
of the meat for the kitchen.  Nothing would 
go to waste.  Kudu steaks make excellent 
table fare, too!
 When Cobus returned with the truck, 
Mike and Steve were relieved to see that 
the truck was equipped with a heavy-duty 
winch for lifting the large carcass into the 
truck bed.  Kudu bulls typically weigh 
anywhere from 450-600 pounds, so the 
winch was a real lifesaver.
 Once the kudu was safely on the truck, 
Mike smiled as he recalled the exciting 
events of the last hour and he replayed 

them again in his mind.  The sight of the 
kudu bull as it approached, with the late-
morning sunlight glinting off its polished 
horns was etched in his memory.  It was a 
fantastic hunt he will never forget!
 Interested in making your own bucket-
list trip to the Dark Continent?  South Africa 
is a beautiful country and going on safari 
is an unforgettable experience.  It is also 
very reasonably priced when compared to 
similar hunts out west or in Alaska. Van 
Vuuren African Safaris provides a variety 
of all-inclusive hunts and safaris, so check 
them out at www.vvasafaris.com.

A full-grown kudu bull is a large game 
animal and is a great trophy.  The meat 
helped feed many local villagers, too.  

Photo courtesy of Mike Berg.
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 Sassafras trees grow widely across 
much of the eastern United States. The 
trees can be found from southern Maine 
and southern Ontario west to Iowa, and 
south to central Florida and Eastern Texas. 
Their odd-shaped leaves, along with all 
parts of the tree being aromatic and spicy, 
the trees are easily recognizable.
	 The	 Choctaw	 Indians	 first	 used	 the	
dried ground leaves as a seasoning and 
thickener.  Sir Walter Raleigh brought 
sassafras back to England from the 
Virginia Colony in 1578.  Spanish botanist 
Monardes applied the name sassafras in 
the sixteenth century.
 Extracts of the root and root bark were 
used by Native Americans and the early 
European explorers of North America, 
who believed them to be a miracle cure.
 In the early 17th century, English ships 
were sent to the colonies to collect Sassafras 
roots to use in the building of forts and other 
large structures. These trips became known 
as the Great Sassafras Hunts.
 The essential oil from the root bark 
and	twigs	were	widely	used	to	flavor	root	
beer and candy and scent soap and perfume 
as well as for making tea.
 Early soap makers believed that 
sassafras played a role in their soap 
making and their luck in general.  In the 
book, Folklore of the North Carolina 
Mountaineer, Haywood Parker wrote in 
1906 a unique outlook on 
making soap.  Parker wrote, 
“If the housewife would have 
her soap white and hard, she 
must make it in the light of 
the moon, and while the moon 
is on the increase; and while 
boiling the soap must be 
stirred one way only, and if 
stirred with a sassafras paddle 
it will have a pleasant odor 
and the maker will have good 
luck.” Whether that statement 
was true or not, there was 
probably an increase in 
sassafras paddles being used 
for soap making after this 
book came out.
 May 17, 1973, was a 
notable day President Richard 

Nixon.  This was the day televised Senate 
hearings on the Watergate scandal that 
would ultimately bring down his presidency.  
But something else interesting happened 
that	day	for	him.		According	to	the	official	
White House diary, for four minutes, a 
mountain-man type of guy stood in the oval 
office.	World-famous	chair	maker,	Chester	
Cornett presented the 37th President a 
5-foot rocking chair he hand-carved from 
sassafras found near Cornett’s Ohio home.

IDENTIFYING THE TREE
 Sassafras trees are common over most 

THE HISTORY AND USES OF SASSAFRAS
By Jason Houser

of the Eastern United States. The leaves 
are unique in that they have three different 
forms on a single tree. Sassafras saplings 
are very common in old fence rows and 
field	edges.	They	tend	to	be	a	pioneer	tree	
-	 one	 of	 the	 first	 trees	 to	 begin	 growing	
back in areas that have been cleared, and 
not maintained.
 Some leaves on a tree are only oval-
shaped, which means they just have a 
single lobe. Other leaves are bi-lobes, and 
still, others are tri-lobed.
 As with any wild plant, 
if you’re not sure about 
identification,	get	the	advice	
from a knowledgeable 
person, or consult a good 
tree	identification	guide.
 Sassafras leaves are 
dried and pulverized to 
make	file	 -	 a	 spice	used	by	
folks in the south. File is 
used as a seasoning and 
thickener in soups, stews, 
and gumbos.
 Looking at the dirty 
roots of a sassafras tree, 
many would never believe 
something as delicious as 
root beer and tea would ever 
be possible.
 Making a tea from 
sassafras leaves is a lot less 
complicated than root beer, 
but neither will require you 
to be a rocket scientist to 
complete the project.

MAKING SASSAFRASS 
TEA
 A piece of root about 
1/2 to 3/4 inches in diameter 
(thumb-sized), about a foot 
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long will be enough to make between a 
quart and a half-gallon of tea. I use a small 
shovel to dig the roots.
 Cut the roots into roughly 1” to 
2” sections. You can do this with your 
trenching spade as well - if you keep it 
clean and sharp.
 Wash loose soil from the root pieces 
under running water. You might need a 
soft-bristle brush that will help dislodge 
any remaining soil.

President Nixon and folk artist Chester 
Cornett with donor’s district Representative 
Don Clancy in the Oval Office. Mr. Cornett 

made the folk-art chair and gave 
it as a gift to the President. 

May 17, 1973. PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY 
RICHARD NIXON PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY
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 You can peel the bark from the roots, 
but it’s not necessary. The bark slips off 
very	 easily,	 and	 all	 the	 flavors	 are	 in	 the	
bark. If you peel the bark, discard the 
wood. I take the easy route and use the 
entire root.
 You can peel the bark and cut it into 
roughly ¼-inch pieces and dry it for a few 
days. You can store this dried root bark in a 
sealed container for making tea at any time 
of the year. Stored this way, the bark will 
stay good for at least a year.
 Place the roots or root bark in a small 
saucepan and cover with a quart or so of water.
 Bring it to a boil and simmer for about 
15 to 20 minutes. The water will take on 
a reddish-brown color and start looking 
like tea. It will begin to smell good while 
boiling.
 Once the tea has simmered, remove 
the roots, and pour the tea through a 
strainer	with	a	coffee	filter	or	cheesecloth	to	
remove any fragments that will inevitably 
be	floating	around	in	it.
 Sassafras tea can be a bit bitter since it 
has tannic acid in it, as most tree bark does, 
so you will want to sweeten it a bit. You 
can use either honey or sugar.

MAKING ROOT BEER
 Root beer is often fermented, hence 
the word beer. But this recipe does not 
require fermentation. 

We are getting “the band back together”
BAGELFEST OR BUST July 19-23, 2022!

Time for some celebration!
Join us for food, music and fun in Mattoon, IL. 

Like us on Facebook to keep up with 2022 plans. 
We can’t wait to see you there for the 

36th Annual Bagelfest.

EXPLOREMATTOON.ORG • 800-500-6286

July 19-23, 2022

Ingredients
•  Several roots from sassafras saplings, 

about 30-40 inches’ worth of 1/4-inch-
thick	roots	(enough	to	fill	one	cup	when	
you chop them into 1/2-inch pieces)

• 4 cups of water
• 2 cloves
•  1/2 teaspoon anise seeds (can sub fennel)
• 4 allspice berries
• 1-inch of stick cinnamon
• 1/4 cup molasses
• 1 cup of sugar
• 2 quarts’ soda water

Instructions
 Scrub the roots clean of any dirt. Cut 
the roots into 1/2-inch-long pieces. Cut up 
as	much	 as	 you	 need	 to	fill	 one	 cup.	 Put	
the roots into a small pot and cover with 4 
cups of water. Add the cloves, anise seeds, 
allspice berries, and cinnamon stick. Bring 
to a boil, reduce to a simmer, and simmer 
for 25 minutes. Add the molasses and 
simmer for 5 minutes more. Remove from 
heat.	Strain	through	cheesecloth,	or	a	fine-
mesh sieve lined with a paper towel. Rinse 
out the pot. Return the liquid to the pot. 
Add the sugar, heat until just a simmer and 
the sugar has dissolved. Remove from the 
heat and let cool. To construct the root beer, 
fill	 a	 glass	with	 ice	 cubes,	 add	 the	 syrup	
and soda water in 1:2 ratios, so 1/3 cup of 
syrup to 2/3 cups of soda water. Add more 
soda water if you want it more diluted, add 

more syrup if you want it stronger.

MEDICINAL USES
 Besides using the root in beverages, 
the leaves are of value when sold for 
medicinal purposes.
 You can gather mature leaves from the 
trees during the summer and sell the dried 
leaves for about two dollars per pound, 
depending on the demand from supplement 
manufacturers
 When gathering leaves to sell, you can 
leave the twig with the leaves if it is bright 
green. Just snap it off where the green 
twig meets the brown twig. Harvesting 
sassafras leaves is one of the easiest in 
the herb picking business. If there has 
been tree clearing in the area and sassafras 
trees have come down, a person can make 
easy work of picking fresh leaves off the 
downed trees.
 The best way to dry the leaves is to dry 
them in the shade, or a shed. When selling 
the leaves, they must still have a green 
color. Drying the leaves in direct sunlight 
will turn them brown. It is best to lay the 
leaves out on a screen or a tarp. If you use a 
tarp, turn them often to make sure all sides 
are getting dry.
 The oils from sassafras roots are often 
manufactured into capsules and oils to 
fight	 urinary	 tract	 disorders,	 swelling	 in	
the nose and throat, syphilis, bronchitis, 
high blood pressure in older people, gout, 

arthritis, and skin problems. It is also used 
as	a	tonic	and	“blood	purifier.”
 Sassafras leaves can be formed into a 
poultice and applied directly to the skin to 
treat skin problems, achy joints (rheumatism), 
swollen eyes, sprains, and insect bites or 
stings. Sassafras oil is also applied to the skin 
to kill germs and head lice.

CONCLUSION
Digging sassafras roots to produce 
homemade tea and root beer and picking 
leaves to sell for medicinal purposes might 
not be for everyone. Yes, it is simpler to go 
to the local store and to purchase it. Yet, 
there is just something satisfying about 
doing it the old-fashioned way that gets in 
a person’s blood.

The leaves are unique in that they have 
three different forms on a single tree.
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 The archery club I belong to 
(Chilakoot Bowhunters, Stillwater, 
MN) has a tradition of holding classes 
and	 leagues	 specifically	 for	 kids.		
One of the boys who participated in 
those original youth leagues during 
the late 50s and early 60s now runs 
the current event for the club and has 
done so for nearly 10 years.  
 Like many clubs we had to take 
a two-year pause because of the 
pandemic.  During that hiatus, Don, 
the	 league	 organizer	 fielded	 many	
calls from parents wondering when 
it would start up again.  In 2022 we 
were back in action with revisions in 
how to keep kids and coaches safe 
and healthy.
 Normally, the indoor range was 
set up to accommodate 20 kids for 
each of the 3 one-hour sessions.  The 
fact that kids had to be turned away 
from this 8-week league indicates 
how popular the program was and 
continues to be.  One adjustment 
made for the 2022 league was to limit 
the number of participants shooting 
each session—so in place of having 
20 kids standing on the shooting line, 
the number was reduced to 8.  And 
instead of having 3 one-hour sessions 
it was decided to reduce the shooting 
time to 45 minutes, which then 
allowed for an additional 4th period.

 The decision was also made to 
allow only members of the club to 
be able to enroll their children in the 
league because of limited space.  In 
previous years the youth league was 
open to non-members as well.  
 My husband and I were 
absolutely thrilled to once again 
be part of this endeavor to promote 
archery.  There were many familiar 
smiles as we checked each shooter 
in	 that	 first	 Saturday	 and	 we	 were	
naturally pleased to notice some 
new faces and names of kids whose 
parents had recently joined the club 
as well.  What was so encouraging 
for us was seeing brothers and sisters 
now adding their younger siblings 
to the league.  Those older siblings 

serve as wonderful roll models for 
their younger brothers and sisters.  
 Cassia always watched intently 
as her older sister and two brothers 
participated in the pre-pandemic 
league.  This year she could join them 
because she was now 5 years old.  As 
I watched from the sidelines, I could 
see how she blossomed from the 
coaching she received.  BUT when I 
saw her older sister, Sierra, helping 
her perfect her younger sister’s form 
and focus I was so impressed not only 
that Cassia accepted help but that she 
accepted it from her older sister.  So 
often kids want to be independent 
and say, “I can do it myself.”
 Another young shooter I noticed 
was Carter.  He joined the youth 

archery league in spite of the fact that 
neither of his parents shot a bow.  He 
came	 to	 the	 first	 session	with	 a	 bow	
that was unsatisfactory.  The club has 
Genesis bows for kids to use who do 
not have their own equipment which 
was made available to Carter along 
with recommendations from the 
league leader on ideas of where to 
find	 a	 qualified	 archery	 shop	 in	 their	
area.  There Carter’s parents would be 
advised on what bow would be more 
appropriate for him within their budget.  
 On the last day the Youth 
League shot for a score, the club had 
scheduled a public shoot and allowed 
any member of the kid’s league to 
participate in shooting at any or all 
of the 30 3-D targets placed along 
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Sierra helps her younger sister, Cassia, 
focus on form and technique.

Photo of trophy presentations for a Youth League held 
in the late 50 or early 60s.
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marked trails of the range.  Carter 
said he wanted to shoot the 3-D’s; 
so Carter, his mother and the event 
sponsor	 headed	 out	 toward	 the	 first	
15 targets.  I don’t know how many 
of the targets Carter actually shot at 
but I do know he came back into the 
clubhouse with a huge smile and rosy 
cheeks.   (I hope someday I will meet 
him again in the woods if he decides 
to become a bowhunter.)
 Another family I noticed 
attending the public shoot that 
March day impressed me a lot.  They 
had travelled from southeastern 
Minnesota.  Obviously, this was a 
family where EVERYONE enjoyed 
archery.  The smiles I captured with 
my camera told me that the parents 
did not have to drag anyone there.  
Often kids have other plans on 
how a weekend “jaunt” should be 
experienced but it was apparent these 
kids were really into archery.  The best 
part was seeing their newest “archer 
in training” on the father’s back.  
 Kids are the future for any sport 
and the encouragement I see from 
older siblings and parents just warms 
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my heart when it comes to the sport 
of archery and bowhunting.  
 So, until next month, don’t forget 
to take your daughter, granddaughter 
or niece bowhunting or to an outdoor 
tournament.
 Side note: At the awards 
ceremony, Cassia took 1st place in 
her division.  Carter won an archery 
target at the end of session drawing.

For this group, archery is a family event.

Don Boley from Hamilton, IL with an 80# spoonbill. 
This spoonbill was snagged on Lake of the Ozarks.

Carter aiming at one of the 3-D targets 
during the club’s public shoot.
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IMAGINE . . .

“If I write this I’m gonna get a 
whippin, but I gonna do it anyway”

 There are groups of people 
in the hunting world that stick 
to what grandpa said or did, but 
truthfully grandpa didn’t know all 
that much himself. I guess it depends 
on who the grandpa is. Let’s look at 
the average deer hunter who goes 
afield	and	scores	now	and	then.	They	
don’t know much about ballistics, 
sight their gun in close enough for 
government work and will come 
back to camp with the story about 
taking 3 shots and getting blood, but 
they don’t know which way it went.
 We have the ego maniac that 
thinks a 1000 yard shot is all the 
individual is interested in with no 

regard for the dignity of a big game 
animal, while the same goes for a 
brush shooter, the only difference is 
the brush shooter doesn’t have the 
slightest idea what path the bullet 
will take after striking a small twig, 
with	any	shoulder	fired	weapon.	With	
the long-range guy one little gust of 
wind and your off target. Of course, 
you can’t convince these guys not 
to do it because they most likely got 
lucky once. 
 That brings me up to me. I have 
killed a lot of deer with just about 
every legal cartridge,159 and 160 
with a Single Shot New England 223 
that was downloaded to 2400 fps, 

ABSOLUTE 
MINIMUM
By John Simeone

The 22 Long Rifle and 22 Winchester Magnum 
are not legal for deer. The 22 Hornet and 223 

are to be considered absolute minimum.

Typical whitetail deer forest in Louisiana, 
with any firearm you have to wait for the 

opening or run the risk of bullet defection.

The 223 and 30-30 are now enhanced by 
modern powder and bullets. The 308 is a true 

all round deer cartridge, but nothing is perfect.

Limited only by trajectory, the 45-70 with 
Lehigh Controlled Fracturing bullets are the 

“Mother of all Hollow Points.”
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making it a 22 Hornet. Louisiana 
minimum	 is	 any	centerfire	 cartridge	
22 caliber. The bullet was a Speer 
TNT 52 grain varmit bullet that will 
expand on an egg at 3200 fps. Slow 
it down and it drops deer in their 
tracks, the wound channel appearing 
like a 30-30. Degrees of instant death 
are hard to measure.
 Many believe a 30-30 is 
not adequate for deer, I beg 
your pardon. I got in on the 
development of what I consider 
the	 finest	 deer	 bullet	 ever	 made.	
The Lehigh Controlled Chaos 
Bullet, that goes for any caliber it 
comes in. The larger version is the 
Controlled Fracturing bullet for the 
45-70 and such. Loading the 140 
grain 30-30 at 2400 fps the bullet 
was so accurate I could split a 
playing card at 50 yards. Two deer 
at 40 and 100 yards just crumpled, 
while the forensic examination was 
on beyond the means of medical 
science as far as survivability, 
while photos are too gruesome to 
print. Mike Cyrus made a work of 
diabolical genius, while in reality 

but it works. Yes, this is the round of 
the infamous AK-47 well right now 
the good guys are using it. It really 
makes me want to airdrop about two 
million Underwood Factory loads for 
my	hard	fighting	brothers	and	sisters	
with a special note on each ammo 
can, “Shoot Low.” If you happen 
to have an AK-47 they make great 
home defense guns.

 I think the actual Practical 
minimum for deer is the 243 
Winchester and 30-30 Winchester. 
That makes sense, but I never 
developed a passion for the 6mm 

he is a really nice guy. The Henry 
all-weather 30-30 was perfect. 
Underwood now makes the Factory 
Load just like my prototype.

	 Another	 pet	 rifle	 of	mine	 is	 the	
CZ-527 carbine in 7.62x39, this is a 
mini mauser made in Czech Republic, 
distributed by CZ-USA. For deer 
hunting I like Hornady Black, with 
123 grain SST bullets. 3 Deer fell to 
that combination with no problem. I 
will be switching to the Controlled 
Chaos bullet, once again 2400 fps. 
Is this a magic number who knows 

The first deer taken with the 30-30 140 grain 
Lehigh Controlled Chaos bullet prototype,  

as they say DRT. Henry All Weather rifle and 
Vortex Crossfire ll, 1x4x with V-Brite Dot

This bullet has made the 30-30 
Winchester Great Again, The Lehigh 140 grain 
Controlled Chaos bullet. Now an Underwood 

factory load. The bullet acts like a lead free 
Nosler Partition bullet that slings Ninja Stars.

My recommendation for the Light Deer Rifle 
is the elegant CZ-527 in 7.62x39, almost no 

recoil and packs enough punch for Deer. 
The trick is to use American made hunting 
ammo like Hornady Black or Underwood.

The State of Kentucky says I can’t hunt a 
Black Bear or an Elk with my Henry Long 

ranger in 6.5 Creedmoor. It must be at least 
a 270. Well at least it’s OK for Deer.

Continued on page 100
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Come visit with Kevin & Sam and choose 
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4952 State Rte. 13 • Pinckneyville, IL 62274
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 Fly Fishing shows and gathering 
together in groups with like-minded 
people were starting to look like 
things of the past. Over the last couple 
of years with covid 19 has gotten to 
where all they want to do is stay home 
where it is safe. But things have been 
looking up here in 2022. People are 

starting to get out and get together 
with others in a public setting talking 
about new great products and showing 
all the wonderful artisans that create 
flies	 that	 are	 just	 as	 beautiful	 as	 the	
magnificent	 fish	 that	 eat	 them.	 This	
time of tragedy and sickness has done 
amazing things for our sports as it 
has gotten thousands of people into 
the outdoors away from others that 
haven’t been before.
	 My	 first	 show	 this	 year	 was	 the	
Let’s Go Fishing Show in Collinsville, 
IL. I didn’t know what to expect, but I 
saw people that only a couple months 
before were cuddled in their homes 
worrying rather, they were going to 
get sick. People were shaking hands, 
sharing stories and having a great 
time	 doing	 what	 we	 fishermen	 call	
telling stories and lies about how 
great our last trips was. Turns out this 
was a pinnacle change in my mind 
on where the outdoor industry was 
moving. It seemed to me that we are 
moving more into the normalcy that 
we have always enjoyed in the past of 
being social and showing each other 
what great things are out there for us 

to use to enjoy the outdoors as well 
as enjoying each other’s company. We 
are seeing younger people starting to 
grow in every element of the industry. 
 My second show of the year was 
The Sow Bug Round Up in Mountain 
Home Arkansas. I had never been 
down to this show until this year. Sow 

“CO-CHI-1CO-CHI-1” CHARTER
Lake Michigan Sport Fishing At Its Finest!

North Point 
Marina

Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter 
Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH POINT MARINA at the 
Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE 
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)

WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.5 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 35+ YEARS!

 (847)872-1191

For information and reservations call or write: 
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 

Bug is one of those sacred places for 
fly	fishermen	to	visit	in	the	Ozarks.	Not	
only are there venders at this show but 
there	are	fly	tiers	of	every	shape	and	
size and all walks of life male, female 
and more people than you could 
imagine.	 I	 was	 invited	 to	 tie	 flies	 at	
my friend booth who owns Doolies 

FLY FISHING 
SHOWS
By Darrell Cureton

A Fly rack made from a 100 inch antler.
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Fly	Fishing.	He	invited	me	to	tie	flies	
in his booth for people that stop by 
and look at all the great products that 
he sells. I had a great time, and it was 
very eye opening. I didn’t realize as 
humans we need this normalcy back 
in our life. Sadly, the show had to be 
cancelled due to covid. They really 
had to work to make sure that they 
had	 enough	 tiers	 to	 fill	 all	 the	 slots	
they had and even struggled more to 
fill	their	slots	for	venders.	They	had	no	
idea if the show would be successful 
but let me tell you there were times 
that you couldn’t walk in that room 
without running into someone else. 
As for tying of course I learned some 
new tricks from the tyers there and 
hopefully someone learned something 
from me. The biggest thing was all 
of the people young and old who 
were	there	to	learn	as	much	about	fly	
fishing	as	possible.	I	had	people	stand	
in front of me watching me tie asking 
every detail about what I was tying. 
What material I was using? Why was 
I using that particular material? Then 
asking if they could buy them or how 
many I had that they could buy at that 
moment? I was almost overwhelmed 

with the turnout and how people 
reacted to what was  at one-time 
normal life for us all. 
 My third Show of the year was 
the Tri Lakes Fly Fishing show. 
As I prepared for this show I was 
trying to come up with what would 
make me as successful as possible. 
I wanted to share good information 
have something for everyone to walk 
away with and give back to the people 
that make everything we do possible. 
I prepared by ordering some key 
rings and business cards and tied up 
a	bunch	of	flies	that	I	thought	people	
would enjoy. What was great I had a 
great friend and fellow outdoor writer 
photographer and all-around great guy 
Bill Cooper come with me. Between 
the	two	of	us	I	figured	we	had	pretty	
much any information story or idea to 
fill	anyone’s	interest.	To	say	we	were	
successful is an understatement he and 
I both talked ourselves all but horse. 
We had people talking about anything 
from	 fly	 fishing	 for	 bluegill	 in	 the	
Ozarks	to	talking	about	fly	fishing	for	
tarpon in the Yucatan. What intrigued 
me the most was the wide variety of 
questions and comments that people 

had. They were not only interested in 
talking	 about	 fishing	 but	 there	 were	
a lot of conversations about the lost 
friends,	 fellow	 fishermen	 and	 tiers.	
But in the end, we were all still excited 
to see what bringing us all together 
again will do for the industry and for 
us as Americans to get back to who 
we are and what we do. 
 In the end over these three shows, 
I have seen what we all are moving 
towards is making things better for 
us all. Through the tragedy that has 
transpired over the last two years we 
all want to get back to normal. We 
want	 to	get	out	on	 the	 river	 and	fish	

hunt or do whatever it is that we love 
in the outdoors. We want to get out 
and be social. Make new friends and 
associates that we can learn from and 
enjoy time together without worrying 
about	anything	other	than	what	fly	are	
we going to use. To hopefully catch 
one	of	those	beautiful	fish	in	that	gin	
clear river we are standing next too. It 
may sound like a dream right now, but 
I believe we are on the right path to 
getting back to normal. But I believe 
our new normal is going put us onto 
a path of growth that we saw in years 
past. We all can do anything we set 
our mind to and be successful.

ASO Writer Bill Cooper at the Missouri On 
The Fly Fishing Show.

The author enjoying the Missouri On The 
Fly Fishing Show.
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BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
bryan.camper@gmail.com

www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

LESSONS FROM FORCE-FREE 
GUNDOG TRAINERS

ear pinches, choke chains, prong collars, and 
electric shock collars are still the norm. 
 However, change is in the air. Some 
trainers specialize in force-free gundog 
training, and their classes attract family dogs 
as well as prospective hunters. That’s in part 
because gundog trainers are attuned to the 
behaviors of spaniels, pointers, retrievers, 
setters,	and	other	dogs	bred	to	flush,	point	at,	
chase, or retrieve birds or small game. 
 Jo Laurens, author of the book Force-
Free Gundog Training, notes that most 
people who live with dogs from hunting 
breeds don’t work them. “Due to their 
genetics and pedigrees, these dogs still have 
the instincts and desire to hunt but, unlike 
working gundogs, they have no structured 
outlet for this,” she says. “It’s a mistake for 

people to assume that if they don’t plan to 
hunt, they don’t need gundog training. This 
belief leads to out-of-control dogs and in turn 
to a restricted and impoverished life for dogs 
who aren’t allowed off-leash at all.” 
	 Dogs	 find	 their	 own	 ways	 to	 pursue	
what	 they	find	 reinforcing.	 “This,”	 she	 says,	
“leads to dogs who are more interested in the 
environment (scent, game, critters) than in 
their handlers’ reinforcers (praise, food, toys) 
– which means that many handlers struggle 
with control issues and with dogs who ignore 
recalls, chase after animals, or pay no attention 
when	they	find	something	interesting	to	sniff.”
 Laura Hill, author of Advanced Retriever 
Training, agrees. “I advocate working with 
the dog’s natural abilities and instincts rather 
than against them,” she says. “The techniques 
and exercises I describe in my book will help 
owners understand the dogs in front of them, 
their motivations and desires, and it will also 
guide people to help their dogs manage their 
own behaviors rather than us imposing our 
will onto the dogs. Nurturing impulse control 
and self-control is important so that the 
dogs learn to manage themselves and make 
appropriate choices.”
 Because dogs are genetically programmed 

 Any of the retrieving or pointing breeds 
will	find	this	type	of	training	to	be	enriching,	
whether or not you hunt.
Ever hear of force-free gundog training? 
Neither have most of America’s 3 million 
duck, pheasant, and migrating bird hunters, 
but what’s new in the world of hunting dogs 
can improve your training methods, your 
dog’s behavior, and your relationship with 
your dog – even if you don’t have a gun or any 
interest in hunting. 
 Positive-reinforcement or force-free 
training methods were revolutionary 40 years 
ago, but now they’re familiar in obedience, 
agility, the show ring, and even the dog park. 
In contrast, force-free methods are seldom 
used by hunters in the U.S., where the use of 

to hunt, the same reward-based training 
methods are appropriate for all dogs with 
hunting behaviors, not just the breeds most 
associated with that activity. 

FORCE-FREE DOG TRAINING
 Force-free or positive-reinforcement 
trainers focus on well-timed rewards for 
incremental improvements in exercises 
designed around the dog’s interests and 
abilities. They don’t use punishments like 
scolding, hitting, ear pinching, electric shocks, 
rattle bottles, lead jerks, dragging, lifting, 
pushing, pulling, nose tapping, or other 
“corrections.” 
 Still, ear pinches and shock collars are so 
entrenched that most bird hunters are reluctant 
to	 abandon	 them.	 In	 field	 trial	 and	 hunting	
circles, positive-reinforcement training is 
perceived as unproven and too permissive to 
be reliable, resulting in soft or spoiled dogs 
who don’t perform well. 
 In his book Absolutely Positively Gundog 
Training, Robert Milner describes how he was 
asked to help Tennessee Task Force One rebuild 
its	search-dog	program	after	9/11.	Milner’s	first	
training results were disappointing, so he looked 
for the cause. “The people were motivated and 

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATSBLOOMINGTON MEATS

BERNADOTTE CAFE & BARBERNADOTTE CAFE & BAR

309-753-1910309-753-1910

FULL BAR * ALCOHOL NOW AVAILABLE
Bar and Food with outdoor seating on the Spoon River

Large Menu * NO Breakfast  * Sandwiches * Soups * Salads
Unique Dinner Items Such as Buffalo, Frog Legs and Turtle

Indoor & Outdoor Seating
Parties Welcome * Catering Available

(ask for brochure)
Open Most Holidays. Make Your Reservations!

Open Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00am – 8:30pm • Sunday: 11:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday • Bar open same days with extended hours

6500 E. Tarters Ferry Lane * Ipava, IL 61441

By  CJ Puotinen
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smart,” he explains. “The dogs were motivated 
and smart. I was an experienced and successful 
trainer of dogs and people in other areas. The 
compulsion-training model appeared to be the 
culprit.”
 To change their approach, he and 15 
search-dog handlers attended a three-day 
Karen Pryor Clicker Training Conference. 
Clicker training instructors followed up with 
individual coaching. “The resulting training 
progressed rapidly,” says Milner. “We reduced 
the initial projected 18 months for compulsion 
training to six months for positive training. 
That was a 300-percent reduction in learning 
curve for novice trainers. That told me that 
positive training is three times easier for a 
novice trainer to master.” 
 By 2015, Milner had proofed his positive-
training model on over 200 gundogs with good 
results. He applied the same training methods 
to disaster search dogs and scent detection/
explosive detection dogs with equal success, 
establishing that with reward-based training, 
dogs learn quickly, perform well, and retain 
their skills over time.

DOG TRAINING FUNDAMENTALS
 Introductory gundog training is like basic 
obedience, though gundog trainers provide 
different descriptions and explanations. For 
example, anyone carrying a loaded shotgun will 
want a hunting dog to remain calm, steady, and 
in a safe position on the handler’s left. 
 While novice handlers are often 
inconsistent in their voice commands (from 
the dog’s perspective, “come” is not the same 
as “here,” “here now,” or the dog’s name, 
which many owners use interchangeably), 
gundog trainers emphasize consistent verbal 
commands, well-timed whistle blasts, and 
hand signals that improve handler-to-dog 
communication. Fundamentals include:
•  Sit or Hup. The dog sits and stays beside 

the handler or partway to the object being 
retrieved. A prolonged single whistle and 
raised hand give the same instruction.

•  Come or Here. The dog comes to the handler. 
Multiple quick whistle “pips” are a recall 
signal.

•  Heel. The dog walks beside the handler.
•  Place. The dog returns to a board or elevated 

plank, sits, and waits.
•  Release. The dog’s name, “okay,” “done,” 

“go,” or another release word lets the dog 
return to hunting or another activity after 
completing a task.

•  Fetch. The dog retrieves a ball, bird, or other 
object and returns it to the handler.

•  Deliver to hand. The dog drops the picked-up 
item into the handler’s hand.

REWARDS FOR DOG TRAINING
 Rewards are essential in force-free 
training,	 and	 the	 definition	 of	 a	 reward	
depends on your dog. A reward should be 
something you provide instantly, not after 
several minutes, and it should be something 
that	satisfies	and	motivates	your	pup.	Common	
rewards in gundog training include food treats, 
tug toys, retrieves, games, attention, praise, 
and actual hunting. 
 “We’ve met many dogs who aren’t 

interested in training because it hasn’t been 
enjoyable,” says Elsa Blomster, co-author 
of Retrieving for All Occasions. “But when 
the	 handler	 finds	 the	 right	 reward	 (usually	
something really yummy such as minced 
meat,	soft	cheese,	or	a	soft,	fluffy	toy),	the	dog	
doesn’t want to stop working. 
 “One of my online students struggled with 
the stop whistle because her dog didn’t respond 
at	 all,	 just	 continued	 sniffing	 the	 ground.	We	
decreased the distance and had her put some 
kibble	 on	 the	 floor.	 When	 the	 dog	 finished	
sniffing,	 the	 handler	 blew	 the	 whistle	 and	
rewarded the dog for sitting, then she put some 
new	kibble	on	the	floor	and	let	her	sniff	again. 
 “After a few repetitions, she blew the stop 
whistle	just	before	the	dog	was	finished,	and	this	
time the dog lifted her head and sat straight away. 
For that she received some cheese, which was 
a higher-level reward. We gradually increased 
the distance and did the same thing with other 
distractions, such as with game scent or whatever 
the dog found distracting.”

USING PLACE BOARDS
 Trainers who use them swear by place 
boards, which can be anything from a piece of 
plywood to an elevated deck with a non-skid 
surface. A place board acts as a safe “home 
base” that is itself a reward, one that helps the 
dog develop patience and steadiness while 
learning voice, whistle, and hand signals. 
 When Jordan Horak, designer of the Cato 
Board, was introduced to place boards nine 
years ago, he was struck by how quickly his 
dogs gravitated to the boards. 
 “I began adapting the place board 
training and developed drills that the dogs not 
only enjoyed but that gave me a rapport and 
control that I’d never experienced before,” 
says Horak. 
 In 2018, Horak and two of his Cocker 
Spaniels won American Kennel Club Spaniel 
Field Trial National titles, for which he credits 
positive-reinforcement training and board 
practice. “Although I initially expected Cato 
Boards to be used primarily by gundog owners, 
most of our customers use them for family dogs 
or dogs involved in agility, basic obedience, 
tricks, police work, or the military,” he says.

ONE STEP AT A TIME WHEN FORCE 
FREE DOG TRAINING
 An essential part of force-free training 
is breaking tasks into small pieces, presenting 
those pieces one at a time, moving slowly 
and staying with each item until the dog 
understands it, rewarding the dog for each 
success, and reviewing steps in future sessions. 
Short rather than lengthy practice sessions, 
gradual progression from simple toward more 
challenging behaviors, and patience help as well. 
 Is your dog having fun? Are you? If not, 
reconsider your methods and put fun back into 
your sessions.
 We’ve compiled a long list of instruction 
books, online resources, and videos that offer 
step-by-step guidance through every phase of 
force-free gundog training, from the basics 
to blind retrieves, directional work, reliable 
whistle recalls, water retrieves, advanced 
instructions,	field	trials,	and	more.

WHEN YOU’RE READY TO INVEST IN A NEW OR PRE-OWNED MOWER, 
CARGO TRAILER, EQUIPMENT TRAILER, UTILITY TRAILER, FLAT DECK TRAILER 

OR DUMP TRAILER WE ARE PREPARED TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
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CALL OR VISIT US TODAY AND FIND OUT HOW 
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WWW.TRAILERSDIRECTSPRINGFIELD.COM
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Vending/Concessions Trailer - $8,350

Stock #111200
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New 2020 Skidpro Tiller - $5,535
Stock #94546
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 May begins the transition from 
spring to summer on Norfork Lake. 
Sometime in May but by the end of 
May the patterns will blend from 
spring to summer techniques. For 
stripers it all starts and ends with the 
water temperature which causes our 
thermocline. If we get a hot streak 
and the water warms up into the 
eighties, the patterns can change in 
a week’s time. Stripers require 5 to 
6 parts per millions of oxygen for a 
quality habitat. As the water warms 
the thermocline keeps moving down 
and settles around the 30’ mark. 
Once this occurs the stripers will 
be limited to early morning and late 
evening bites which is when they can 
feed above the thermocline since the 

oxygen level above 30’ does meet 
their requirement of 5 plus parts per 
million of oxygen. The top water bite 
will be strong in the beginning of 
May and will slowly wind down as 
May	winds	 down.	 The	 bass	 fishing	
should be outstanding with lots of 
top water action. You will see large 
schools of both smallmouth and 
largemouth chasing shad both early 
morning and late evening.
 Stripers will be shallow early in 
the morning but once the sun comes 
up, they move off into deeper water. 
This time of year, you should be 
setting out your lines for stripers 
in	 all	 the	water	 columns.	 I	will	fish	
deep channels with sharp turns this 
time	of	year.	 I	will	have	floats	with	

2 oz weights set at 30 and 
40 feet far behind the boat 
to catch the stripers who 
are roaming and feeding 
on suspended shad. I still 
use planner boards. One is 
set with a 1 oz weight and 
the other with a split shot. 
Both set about 20 to 30’ 
behind the boat and will 
be baited with 6” gizzard 
shad. My free lines will 
have just a split shot with 
both	threadfin	and	smaller	
gizzard shad. I will also 
have 2 downlines with 2 
oz weights set at 30 and 
40’.	While	 I’m	 fishing,	 I	
continue to watch my deep 
finder	looking	for	how	the	
fish	are	holding	and	adjust	
my lines according. My 
fishing	 locations	 will	 be	
in the main lake channels 
and deep points. When 
the wind blows later in 
the morning I will move 
to the windy banks and let 
the wind push me down 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

NORFORK LAKE IN MAY
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the banks, the stripers will be holding 
along these banks waiting on bait 
that’s great technique to catch late 
morning stripers.
 Crappie should have completed 
their spawning cycle and move out 
of the shallows. On Norfork you 
can still catch crappies shallow in 
May, but the best bite will be spider 
rigging	 in	 the	 10	 to	 15’	 flats	 in	 the	
creeks. The white crappie will move 
to the deeper brush piles while the 
black crappie will stay in the shallow 
water until the lake hits the high 
eighties. When I’m baiting trying to 
catch shad, I observe a select group 
of	 dedicated	 crappie	 fishermen	
spider rigging and consistently catch 
large numbers of crappies in waters 
that I thought was too warm so don’t 

be	afraid	to	fish	shallow	late	in	May.	
 The best creeks for crappie are 
Big Creek, Brushy Creek, Pigeon 
Creek, and Bennett’s Bayou on the 
main lake. The upper lake areas are 
Red Bank, Calamity, and Bryant 
Creek.
	 Bass	 fishing	 in	 May	 is	 a	 fun	
month.	The	bass	should	be	finishing	
their spawning cycle, but you will 
find	bass	that	are	still	holding	on	the	
beds. You will see top water action 
all over the lake especially early 
morning and late evening. Just about 
any bait works this time of year. Find 
a windy bank and throw a spinner 
bait or hit a deep point and try a jig 
or worm, they all work. Throwing 
jerk baits are very effective tool for 
catching suspend bass. You may also 

catch a big striper or walleye while 
doing this. May is just a fun month to 
fish	Norfork	Lake	for	bass.	There	is	
not a bad place on Norfork Lake this 
time of year.

Don’t forget to Don’t forget to 
celebratecelebrate

Mom this year!Mom this year!
SaturdaySaturday

May 8, 2022May 8, 2022
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 I have hunted deer, elk, moose, 
pronghorn, and bear with both gun 
and bow.  I plan on hunting buffalo, 
caribou and alligator before I get too 
old.  But, I have just returned from my 
biggest big game hunt ever.   While 
I will never be able to mount this 
animal on my wall, I know I am one 
of very few people in the world who 
have ever successfully hunted this 
huge creature.
  A few years ago, we started 
taking our grandson, Benjamin, to the 
Children’s Museum in Indianapolis.  
This outstanding collection of 
permanent and traveling exhibits 
ranging from King Tut to Bob the 
Builder, to trains (including a huge 

locomotive), an old-time carousel, 
an outstanding dinosaur exhibit, and 
much more, were interesting, not 
only to Benjamin, but to us also.  So, 
we bought a Premier Membership 
to the Museum.  This allowed two 
grandparents (us), one grandchild, 
and two guests to enjoy the attractions 
as often as we want.  
 One of the many perks of 
membership is the Museum magazine.  
In it we noticed they were inviting 
members (and non-members) to go 
to Faith, South Dakota on a dinosaur 
fossil dig.  Now, I have hunted some 
big critters in my life, but nothing as 
big as a dinosaur!    Cost was $125 per 
day for members.  (One of the cheaper 
hunts I’d been on.)  We were unable to 
go	last	year	but	signed	up	for	the	first	
day of the dig this year.  July 2nd was 
our day.
 We arrived in Faith on the 

afternoon of July 1 (after 1120 miles 
driving) and checked into the Prairie 
Vista Inn, operated by Roxane and 
Terry Ensz.  We weren’t sure in this 
town of less than 500 people how 
adequate the facilities would be.  We 
were pleasantly surprised.  The rooms 
were large, neat, and as clean as any 
we had ever stayed in.  
 The next morning, we met with 
the rest of our digging group, 17 total.  
(There was 5 days scheduled with 
about the same number of people 
each day.)  Nicole, Dallas, William, 
Sean, and Jayne, the representatives 
from the Children’s Museum, were 
there also and began informing us 
what we would be doing on this great 
adventure.  Unfortunately (for him), 
Victor had to stay at the Museum so 
the visitors there had someone to talk 
to about dinosaurs.  We loaded our 
gear and coolers full of ice water into 

MY BIGGEST BIG GAME 
HUNT EVER
By Rich Creason

SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

and
2512 W. Main St.

Shelbyville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

the transport vans for the 30-minute 
ride	 to	 the	 digging	 field.	 	 	About	 a	
block out of town, we left paved 
road.  We traveled a gravel road to 
the ranch road which was mostly dirt.  
This road ended and turned into tire 
tracks through gullies, barbed wire 
gates, and pastureland which led to 
the dig site. 
   In the middle of nowhere, there 
was a long, narrow awning which 
covered about 15 yards. It shaded 
a dirt ledge marked with one-meter 
squares outlined with orange paint 
and	small	flags.	 	Each	digger	picked	
a square, hoping it would be loaded 

Several dinosaur bones. Long one 
is a rib bone. Far right is a bone 

in a plaster cast to protect it.
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with dinosaur bones.  Dallas began 
explaining what we would be doing 
and how to do it.  Our tools consisted 
of clam shuckers (a small, wide, dull 
blade used to open clams), Exacto 
knives, small paint brushes, dust pans, 
and bottles of very liquid (like water) 
super glue called paleobond.  
 Before starting our excavation, 
the museum staff took us to a nearby 
bluff to search for surface fossils.  We 
spent	 about	 an	 hour	 finding	 pieces	
of bone, teeth, tendon, and assorted 
other dinosaur remains which we 
placed into Ziploc bags to take home.  
Then, we returned to the tent and 
found our section.
 Susie and I had just started 
removing less than a handful of dirt 
at a time with the clam shucker when 

I heard a distinct “crunch”.  This 
means “back off” because I had hit a 
bone.  I asked William to show me the 
next step.  He showed me how to use 
the Exacto knife to begin carefully 
clearing dirt from around the top and 
sides of the bone.  I was to continue 
this until I had the bone sitting on a 
dirt pedestal.  (If you dig under the 
bone, it will often break.)  
 Then,	 the	 scientific	 part	 began.		
I had found a caudal vertebra (the 
tail end) from a duckbill dinosaur 
(Edmontosaurus annectens) which 
had roamed this area about 65 
million years ago.  Everything had 
to be documented and William 
instructed everyone on the proper 
procedure.  We started with giving 
the fossil a number (B339).  Then 

the paperwork.  The collector (Me!), 
the grid number (E-19), date, body 
part (if known), pictures, and other 
pertinent information.  
 Then, a one-meter square grid, 
made of plastic pipe, and divided 
by string into 10 square centimeter 
sections,	was	 lined	up	with	 the	flags	
on the four corners of our plot.  
Looking straight down from the top, 
the bone was located in one or more of 
the 10-centimeter squares and drawn 
in place on a piece of graph paper, 
also labeled with the above info.  
While this seems complicated, it was 
actually easy and accurately depicted 
on paper where the fossil was found.  
 Once the documentation was 
complete, the bone was carefully 
lifted, with the dirt pedestal still 

SCHUY-RUSH PARKSCHUY-RUSH PARK

217-322-6628217-322-6628

225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 

Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers

Playground 
Pavilions

8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

underneath, and removed from its 
multi-million year old home.  It was 
then wrapped in several wrappings 
of paper towel to cushion and protect 
it, wrapped again in aluminum foil 
and taped shut.  The tape was then 
labeled with name, numbers, etc., 
to correspond with the paperwork.  
This package was then placed into a 
large plastic container for its journey 
back to the Children’s Museum in 
Indianapolis.
 While 17 of us were digging, 
we kept the Museum staff busy 
helping excavate delicate fossils, 
documenting	our	finds,	carrying	five-
gallon buckets of dirt from the site 
to the dumping grounds, and passing 
out bottles of ice water to keep us 
hydrated.  Cindy, an EMT from 

A view of the tent setup, some of the diggers, 
and buckets for hauling excavated dirt away.

A duckbill toe bone. Slightly smaller than a 
tennis ball.

Author’s wife digging for dinosaur bones. 
Wearing the t-shirt of the year.

This is how the land looks now. Not sure 
how it looked 65 million years ago.
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www.ranchosafari.com

To view more of Rancho Safari’s 
products, visit our website.
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FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE!

• jerry@ranchosafari.com •

USA MADE

EMAIL FOR CATALOG

Catquiver Mini
Smallest of the 9 Catquiver 
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Shaggie Ghilli
LCBUJ Bowhunter Long Coat. 
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boonie hood. Available in  
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B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available
1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350

Call: 815.433.0432
Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com

Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

the Faith Ambulance Service, watched for 
signs of heat exhaustion and other medical 
problems, while passing out Band-Aids 
for blisters.  Sean was kept busy answering 
questions, Jayne was the chief bucket 
dumper, and Nicole was in charge of all the 
necessary photographs.  Dallas watched us 
all and instructed us on the careful removal 
of the bones from their ancient hiding places 
and usually was able to name the appearing 
fossil part.
 Up and down the line, fossils were being 
found, documented, and packaged for shipment 
home.  Susie had now uncovered a piece of 
rib	about	three	by	five	inches	and	followed	the	
process to get B343 to its future home.  We 
both continued digging and exposed the end of 
something big.  It was about six inches square 
(what we could see of it).  Dallas thought it 
was a tibia (lower leg bone).   While digging 
this bone out, we found another piece nearby, 
identity unknown!   Unfortunately, our time 
was almost gone, and we were forced to leave 
further excavation to the next group of diggers.
 Sadly, but still excited, we headed home.  
Checking the Dino Blog on the Museum 
website, we kept track of the happenings after 
we left.  After four days, our bone, (named 
Benjamin)	 was	 finally	 totally	 exposed.	 	 It	
turned out to be a very large, four foot long 
fibula	(the	other	lower	leg	bone).		The	smaller	
bone next to it was a two foot long rib.  They 

also discovered another large bone hiding 
behind those two.  Again, identity unknown 
so	 far.	 	 The	 fibula	will	 have	 to	 be	 placed	 in	
a plaster cast before moving it to prevent 
breaking.   (The paleobond is also liberally 
applied	to	all	the	fossils	to	fill	tiny	cracks	and	
bigger ones too, to hold the bone together.)
 If this sounds like an exciting way to 
spend a day (or two), contact the Children’s 
Museum at 317-334-3322, or visit www.
childrensmuseum.org.  You can get info on 
Dino Digs, memberships, 
events, exhibits, or anything 
else you need to know.  (For 
you teachers reading this, ask 
about	 the	 five	 day	 Dino	 Dig	
for teachers only!)
   On the drive home, we were 
already talking about, not if, 
but which day(s) we were 
going to sign up for next year.  
In three years, our grandson 
will be old enough to go with 
us.  I know his mother will 
have her name on the list too.
   The author may be reached 
at eyewrite4u@aol.com.

My Biggest Big Game Hunt Ever . . . cont.

Dallas looking at two leg bones 
which have been unearthed.

Start digging at top of ledge, on knees in middle of hill, 
laying down at bottom of ledge. Author in foreground.

At least three bones in this photo. Often there are several 
piled on top of each other making digging difficult.

These two bones are in plaster casts like a broken 
arm. This is done to protect them during transport.
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GAME BLINDSGAME BLINDS

Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911
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These Blinds & our Cabin 
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Miller’s will customize your 
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more options you may need. 
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HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLCHUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

EASIER TO SLIDE By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 Shooting is the outdoor sport 
that I am the most passionate 
about.  Typically, it requires good 
hand strength and arm strength to 
shoot handguns. While teaching 
a 3-hour Illinois Concealed Carry 
renewal this weekend I has a 
student who was unable to rack 
most slides. Many have tried slide 
loops and other products that allow 
make it easier to cycle the slide.  
Even with these products it doesn’t 
lower the pull weight of the slides.  
However,	 there	 are	 three	firearms	
on the markets that my students 
and customers have had success 
with cycling the slides without 
addition of aftermarket products. 
My student this weekend shot the 
last	firearm	in	this	article.
	 The	first	 is	 the	Glock	42	 .380	
and it is a sub-compact. The Glock 
42 is great for shooters with small 
hands.  The slide is easy to cycle, 
and the recoil is very manageable 
due to the way the recoil spring is 
set up. This is a fun gun to shoot 
and is easy to carry. 
 The Second is the Sig Sauer 
P238 it too is a sub-compact .380. 
The Sig Sauer is also an easy to 
cycle the slide on. The Sig Sauer is 
also good for smaller hands to mid-
sized hands.   Sig also includes an 
extra magazine that has a extension 
for those with a little larger hands. 
The recoil on this .380 is also very 
manageable. This is a great gun to 
shoot and it is a single action.  
 The Third is the newest to the 
Market is the Smith and Wesson 
M&P .380 Shield EZ is a compact 

firearm.	This	 is	 probably	 the	 best	
on the market currently for those 
who want semi-automatic and need 
a	firearm	that	is	easy	to	manipulate.		
The EZ was purposely designed to 
have a slide that was easy to cycle.  
They also made the magazines 
easy to load as well. Smith and 
Wesson also offer the EZ from 
there performance shop offering 
smoother triggers and higher-grade 
barrels.  This is a good all-round 
firearm	whether	for	the	range	home	
defense or Canceled Carry. 
 All three of these are great guns 
that are easy to cycle and fun to 
shoot.  You won’t be disappointed 
by any of the three.  They are all 
easy to cycle and shoot.  If you 
have equipment that you use or 
have used as sports person with a 
disability and would like to share 
it please feel free to contact me at 
thane@huntsgungetaway.com or 
call 309-338-0990.

Train Hard and Stay Safe 
Thane

Sig Sauer P238

Smith & Wesson M&P .380 Shield EZ

Glock 42 .380
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THE FALLEN OUTDOORS
 Living Our Dreams: 
Because They Gave 

Up Theirs. Has a meaning that 
resonates in the lives of every service 
member. So many of our friends and 
comrades	made	that	ultimate	sacrifice	
in hopes that it made a better life for 
Americans. As a community, the 
veteran community, we struggle 
with those losses daily. Yes, we learn 
to adapt and push forward but at what 
cost- backs, joints, brain injuries and 
scars that never heal and memories 
that haunt us; that we can’t outlive. The 
all-volunteer staff here in The Fallen 
Outdoors know all to well the struggles 
that veterans face and that is where 
we step up and provide that support 
system, that comradery that veteran’s 
long for once they exit the military. 
 The Fallen Outdoors mission is 
to organize outdoor adventures for 
veterans past and present, from every 
generation and from all branches of 
the military. Our aim is to connect 

Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, and 
Marines with like-minded individuals 
along with teaching them a skill 
and passion they can continue for a 
lifetime. Today, TFO serves thousands 
of veterans a year across this great 
nation. What started off as a simple 
idea to help veterans get outdoors 
has transformed into a lifestyle that 
The Fallen Outdoors nation lives and 
breathes every day.
 Team Illinois has some of the 
most diverse team members within 
the Midwest and that allows us to 
facilitate	 an	 adventure	 that	 fits	 the	
needs of every veteran and their 
families. In 2021 team Illinois took 
205 veterans and our 2022 goal is to 
double that to 400 plus. The veteran 
population is no stranger to the grind 
of working for everything they’ve 
earned. We spend long days in the 
duck blinds, goose pits, deer stands, 
and	many	 of	 hours	 fishing	 for	more	
than	just	fish.	

By Clayton Yantis  
State Lead- Team Illinois

 The days start with a friendly 
handshake and an occasional inner 
branch rivalry joke that sets the tone 
for the rest of the day. It never fails- 
someone brings a few crayons, or 
we hear a “Aren’t Real Men Yet” jab 
and then it’s all laughs from there. 
To outsiders these jokes are cruel 
and undeserving, and at times they 
might be, but to us it’s right back at 
home and life’s troubles fade away. 
As a staff member that facilitates 
these hunts, I get to see the changes 
in fellow veterans, just in those few 
hours together. 
 A great example of a life changing 
experiences is: In 2021 Team 
Illinois partnered with Freedom 
Paws Service Dog Foundation. The 
goal was to provide a companion 
that was trained in the service work 
and then could transition into the 
waterfowl environment to help their 
veteran regain the lifestyle they 
lost. Andrew Shanahorn from Team 
Illinois and Coley Ragain from 
Freedom Paws spear headed this 
partnership and found the perfect 
veteran (Josh Kerber) that loved the 
outdoors but was at a disadvantage 

and didn’t have the companion. Josh 
Kerber is a US Army Veteran (31B 
Military Police) that was injured in 
an ambush during a routine clearance 
mission. While his vehicle took 
several	RPGs	and	small	arms	fire	–	
a direct hit to the turret caused Josh 
to lose his left arm. A life changing 
experience to say the least- having 
that type of limitation doesn’t serve 
well in the duck blind with heavy 
equipment and fast paced swings. 
	 Josh	 had	 been	 on	 a	 few	 fishing	
trips with the team and provided his 
own jokes on his situation. His great 
spirit and willingness to keep making 
strides towards goals is what helped 
us decide to completely help him 
transform his situation. Shannon 
Locklear started fundraising for phase 
1 which was a superlight Benelli 
shotgun that Josh could shoot and 
swing with his prosthetic. Phase 2 
took	awhile	longer	trying	to	find	that	
perfect companion that would dual 
train and also adopt Josh. At this 
point it was all about the dog and his 
willingness to take Josh and teach 
him new skills as well. Coley and the 
Freedom Paws Foundation really do 
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Bobcat Zero-Turn Mowers. We’ve 
built our reputation on performance, 

versatility and toughness. 
Now, we’re bringing it to the turf!

Bobcat Compact Tractors. 
Feel right at home doing the 
toughest work on your land.

an amazing job when it comes to these 
animals and their abilities. 
 After the initial training sessions 
with Josh- It was time for the hunt 
and hunt we did. Matt Porter from 
Porters Hunt Club allowed us to 
make this day possible and donated 
a group blind for the morning. Nick 
Rose, our guide was phenomenal and 
put in some serious work to make 
it possible. Birds were working all 
weekend and it couldn’t have been a 
better opportunity to get Josh out and 
kill some geese. Every veteran in the 
blind that day agreed that Josh would 
take	the	first	bird	that	committed.	As	
we all sat quite you could hear the lone 
bird coming in, working, honking, 
looking and then bank off; only to 
come back again. When Nick gave 
that “GO” loud and clear Josh sprang 
into action with a 1-2 bang bang and 
the bird dropped into the spread. For 
a second he froze admiring his work 
and then the shouting began. OMG 
YES. did you guys see that. By that 
time, we had all jumped up through 
the holes in the pit and were cheering. 
The smile lasted the rest of the hunt. 

 Not every experience we provide 
for veterans has this profound of an 
impact, but they all have some impact. 
If we can provide just an ounce of 
hope for the veteran that thinks they 
have none. then that is a win for us. 
When spouses reach back out and 
tell us that whatever happened on the 
trip made their spouse such a better 
person and improved their outlook 
then it’s worth it. 
 Spouses and families are another 
aspect of the veteran’s life that we are 

looking to connect with. Team Illinois 
puts on an annual camping trip that 
we call ORP which is Operation Rally 
Point on Shelbyville Lake every June. 
Veteran’s and their families come from 
all over the state and neighboring states 
for this experience. Our staff cooks 
food all weekend for the families, we 
provide games and prizes and then on 
Saturday night we have a very large 
BBQ	 with	 free	 raffles.	 Kids	 have	
bonfires	and	make	smores,	play	in	the	
lake and build friendships that we hope 

can help them process what military 
children	 go	 through.	 Local	 fishing	
guides and staff members donate their 
time and resources to take families 
out	on	the	lake	and	teach	them	fishing	
techniques they can use when taking 
their own families out. Depending on 
availability we bring in Freedom Paws 
to discuss options and local Veterans 
Service	 Officers	 to	 discuss	 benefits	
and help families understand what is 
available to them.  Everything is 100% 
free to the veterans.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION 
WITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIESWITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIES..
•  Come see our new store and Fritz’s Delicatessen, Sam’s Steak 

& Chop Shop and Carroll’s Smokehouse!
•  New banquet facilities ready for you next party or meeting. 
•  Custom Livestock Processing - Available By Appointment Only
•  The Peoria Area’s Premier Deer Sausage & Salami Maker Since 

1954 is Back
•  Raber Packing Company does full processing of  your deer and 

all products are fully processed in our new state of  the art plant.

WWW.RABERPACKING.COMWWW.RABERPACKING.COM

RABER PACKING COMPANYRABER PACKING COMPANY
3000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 616043000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 61604

309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM

Popular Choices:Popular Choices:
Barbeque Sticks, Salami & 

Cheese Sticks, Jalapeno and 
Cheese Salami, Bratwurst, 
Polish or Summer Sausage

We also smoke 
Turkey’s and Geese!

CALL US FOR ALL OF CALL US FOR ALL OF 
YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

	 As	you	can	see	with	the	X2	Power	flat	
plate batteries you get more power in the 
same size battery as the others.  Another 
huge advantage is that in a “standard 
flooded	 batteries	 ‘usable	 power’	 is	
generally at 50% of capacity, when 
voltage drops below usable levels.  X2-
Power AGM is 80% of usable capacity, 
lithium options generally near 100%”
 Another thing to consider if you are 
a tournament angler is that these batteries 
can also have a faster recharge rate than 
a	flooded	cell	battery.	Thus,	if	you	need	a	
quick turn-around of your charging cycle 
then the X2 Power AGM battery is the 
way to go. 
 The last piece that is often overlooked 
is the actual charging system for your 
boat.  Most anglers have on-board 
chargers for charging and maintaining 
the batteries.  These are designed for 
the battery technology and will adjust to 
the battery current and capacity.  I had 
a question for Shawn on this aspect and 
this was a very useful and helpful answer.
 My question: Are there 
considerations that need to be made 
when it comes to on-board chargers?  
For example, my charger is 10amps per 
bank.  Is this too much for the X2/AGM 

batteries as far as longevity?  I know the 
chargers are built to adjust the current 
as the battery reaches 90% and then it 
adjusts throughout the other ranges.
 Shawn: The X2 Power AGM can 
charge must more rapidly than other 
technologies on the market!  But they only 
charge fast if you have them on the right 
charger.  Most chargers on the market 
are smart and will step down the amp 
charge rate automatically based on what 
battery is connected but standard flooded 
batteries are usually paired with a 5amp 
to 10amp charger.  X2-Power can take 
much stronger current and thus charge 
faster. Companies now make 25 amp plus 
chargers and the flat plate technology can 
accept that high rate where standard or 
even entry level AGM may not be able to.
 This was very helpful as I learned 
the hard way that if you do not keep 
your	flooded	cell	batteries	at	an	optimum	
charge their lifespan is greatly decreased.   
According to Shawn “The Standard 
flooded	 ‘self-discharge’	 rate	 of	 10%	 to	
12% per month, X2-Power less than 
3% per month.  By the way, the number 
one cause of battery issues in the marine 
space	with	flooded	 is	 storage	abuse,	not	
keeping your batteries on a smart charger 
over extended periods of no use”
 This sure is a lot of information to take 

in and all of it cannot be covered in just one 
article.  There will be follow up articles to 
dive deeper into the performance of the 
batteries once they are installed in the boat 
and put through their tests. 
 It is important to remember that 
batteries are the heart of your electronic 

The Battery Game . . . continued

Jumping up from this size 24 to the new 27 will make a big difference.

systems on your boat.  You need to take 
your time when looking at your battery 
system and do your research, such as 
I did, before purchasing a new set of 
batteries.  Asking a few questions will go 
a long way and allow you to have the best 
cost-per-year breakdown in a battery.

Haidyn Branson with a nice perch caught while ice fishing. 
Thanks to Eastside Marine for sharing this great photo
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
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Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation
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Hunting
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Lawn & Garden
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Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
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6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE
 IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

7 New Motors in Stock from 15hp – 75hp
Large Selection of Used and Consignment Boats In Stock

LARGE ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT

HOURS: M-F 8am – 5pm
Sat. 9am – Noon or by Appointment

Lowe Jon Boats 16’ – 18’- 8 Available Jon Boat Trailers Available starting at $1,509

 LIMITED BOATS 
 LIMITED BOATS 

AVAILABLE, SO 
AVAILABLE, SO 

SHOP EARLYSHOP EARLY

KNOW YOUR BOWFISHING REGS
 It’s a new season and a great time 
to	 brush	 up	 on	 our	 state	 bowfishing	
regulations. No new regulations were 
put in place for the 2022 season. The 
IDNR Fishing Digest has an extensive 
section	 pertaining	 to	 bowfishing	
listing	 legal	 species,	 species	 specific	
regulations	such	as	catfish	and	waters	
they may be harvested in, waters open 
to	bowfishing,	what	gear	you	may	use	
to	bow	or	spear	fish,	seasons	for	turtles	
and frogs and much more. Read it at 
the	fisheries	web	site,	ifishillinois.org.

WANTON WASTE AND NATIVE 
FISH
 Unfortunately, over the years 
many	 who	 bowfish	 or	 rod	 and	 reel	
fish	 were	 given	 information	 that	 was	
wrong	regarding	our	native	bowfishing	
species and how to dispose of your 
bowfishing	catch.	
 IDNR addresses Wanton Waste 
in	the	fishing	digest	and	states	that	no	
dead	fish	or	part	of	fish	may	be	returned	
to the water or dumped on public or 
private land where permission is not 
given	to	do	so.	Bowfishers	have	been	
told	 for	decades	 to	 just	 toss	fish	back	
into the water or on the bank so turtles 
or animals can eat and dispose of them. 
Rod and reel anglers would regularly 
toss	fish	up	on	the	bank	as	well	if	the	
fish	was	 thought	 to	 be	 detrimental	 to	
the	 fisheries.	While	 some	 fish	 would	
be eaten, the truth is most become a 
stinking	pike	of	 rotting	fish	 that	 ruins	
the outdoor experience for anyone 
unfortunate to come across them. 
Dumping	pikes	of	fish	has	been	a	very	
big	problem	for	the	sport	of	bowfishing.	
The	 truth	 is	 dumping	 fish	 harms	 our	

sport, is unethical and is illegal. And an 
illegal	activity	is	not	bowfishing,	its	law	
breaking. Do not ruin the perception of 
our sport thru laziness. Take only what 
you can utilize or dispose of properly if 
it	is	an	invasive	carp	or	native	fish	from	
an overpopulated water.
	 Speaking	 of	 native	 fish,	 another	
false	 statement	 told	 bowfishers	 and	
anglers for decades is that removing all 
gar	or	bowfin	 from	 the	water	 is	good	
for	game	fish	populations.	While	these	
species do eat more desirable species, 
unless there is an over population, they 
will	 never	 impact	 other	 fish	 species.	
Gar	and	Bowfin	belong	in	our	fisheries	
as	much	as	any	other	native	fish,	plant	
or animal and deserve the same respect 
as	all	we	hunt	or	fish	for.	They	are	also	
excellent	 food	 fish!	 Gar	 taste	 exactly	
like	gator	meat	and	bowfin	have	been	
enjoyed by Louisiana sportsmen for 
hundreds	of	years.	An	added	benefit	of	
eating	bowfin	is	their	eggs	can	be	easily	
turned into quality caviar which would 

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

ECA Inc. • 1614 Community Beach Road, Odin, IL 62870
Jeff (618) 367-3118 or email him at 5570elj@gmail.com or call 

Bob Leckrone (618) 495-2572 • Visit us on Facebook! • ISRA.org

JUNE 25TH & 26TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

JULY 23RD & 24TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

AUGUST 27TH & 28TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries

sell for $50 an ounce if purchased. So, 
take only what you can use and leave 
the rest so future generations can enjoy 
healthy	 native	 fish	 bowfishing	 and	
angling.

ROUGH FISH RECIPE-GAR BALLS!

 Speaking of eating gar, here is a 
great recipe for turning your gar into one 
of the best meals you will ever have. 
 If you’re just tossing the gar, you 
shoot out you’re missing out on some 
great eats!  The recipe is simple, and 
you can add other spices or veggies to 
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change it up. But get some crab boil 
spices going in a pot and toss chunks of 
gar in. Let it boil until the gar is white all 
the	way	thru.	Then	turn	off	the	fire	and	
let it sit to soak up the great spices, short 
time for mild spice and long for strong 
spice. You can then eat the gar if you 
want. It tastes a lot like crab or lobster, 
no kidding, it’s delicious. Chop it up 
or use a food processor to chop it into 
coarse chunks. Mash up some boiled 
russets and mix an equal weight as the 
gar weighs together with the gar, some 
onion, and garlic to taste and roll it in 
some	corn	meal	or	flour	spiced	with	salt	
pepper and whatever else you want or 
a	commercial	fish	breading	like	Andy’s	
red. Then fry in 350-degree oil until 
gold and eat. Serve with some cajun or 
yellow rice. This is seriously very good 
restaurant quality food. Try it!

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP BIDS 
NOW ACCEPTED!
 Have a water you think we should 
hold the state shoot? We’ll let us know 
and put in a bid for the Illinois State 
Championship! We need areas that 
are public owned but NOT IDNR 
controlled. State parks and ramps are 
out. Private marinas, sporting goods 

stores etc. are what we are looking for. 
This is due to the IDNR demanding a 
10% tax of all tournament entry fees, 
prizes given out and anything else they 
can get money from whenever we use 
a ramp they control. 
 Example, if we hold it on the 
Illinois as we once did it would be at 
starved rock marina or the town of 
Ottawa facility at Allen Park, but not at 
Starved Rock SP where IDNR controls 
the ramp. All of our events will be done 
in this manner from now on.
	 We	 will	 also	 need	 a	 club	 officer	

close by the location who would run 
it for the club. It can be an open type 
of shoot that allows all area lakes or 
rivers near the location or a single 
water shoot.
 If you want numbers you will have 
to	figure	out	proper	disposal	for	all.	All	
BAI	shoots	are	invasive	fish	only	unless	
a	site	biologist	states	any	native	fish	are	
overpopulated and in need of thinning.
 So here’s your chance to get 
the state championship in your area. 
Contact us thru our Facebook page or 
email	at	baibowfishing@yahoo.com.	

PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT-THE 
GRAPPLER!
 We receive many questions 
regarding what is the best tip for 
bowfishing.	 	 If	 you’re	 wanting	 a	 tip	
that holds like no other the Innerloc 
Grappler can’t be beat. Made in 
the United States by family-owned 
Sullivan Industries, their quality and 
fish	holding	ability	is	second	to	none.	
Get	them	at	Bowfishing	Extreme	www.
bowfishingextreme.com.

Innerloc 3 barb grappleRough Fish Gar Balls
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FISHING FOR AN ELY MINNESOTA RESORT?
Come to White Iron Beach Resort in Northern Minnesota 

Located on Beautiful White Iron Lake • Resort Specials
New Rates and Online Booking are Now Available.

Kerry and Sandy Davis- Owners
13471 White Iron Beach, Ely, MN 55731

Email: wibr1917@gmail.com

Phone: (218) 365-4885
www.whiteironbeach.com

Book Online at: Book Online at: https://reserve2.resnexus.com/resnexus/reservations/lodging/BE748512-94E7-4423-815C-53419E23608Ehttps://reserve2.resnexus.com/resnexus/reservations/lodging/BE748512-94E7-4423-815C-53419E23608E

THE HISTORY OF WHITE IRON 
BEACH RESORT
103 YEARS OF SERVING OUR GUESTS
ELY MINNESOTA’S OLDEST 
WILDERNESS RESORT
 White Iron Beach Resort was 
founded in 1917, making it one of the 
region’s earliest wilderness resorts. 
Even then, the small community of 
Ely was becoming a tourist destination. 
With a history rich in Ojibwe Indian 
culture, fur trading and iron ore 
mining, not to mention the natural 
beauty of the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, makes Ely a fun and 
fascinating community. One hundred 
and three years later, White Iron Beach 
Resort is still in business, creating 
vacation memories for folks around 
the world. White Iron Lake, which is 
part of a five-lake chain that extends 
into the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness, is known for its remarkable 
scenery, including dense forests, islands 

and rocky shorelines. We invite you to 
go back in time and discover the White 
Iron Lake of yesterday, little changed in 
nearly a century.

And Now…
 White Iron Beach has been owned 
us, Kerry and Sandy Davis, for the 
last 25 years. We both are originally 
from Galesburg Illinois. Our jobs took 
us to Richton Park Illinois, Agoura 
Hills California, Frankfort Illinois and 
then to our home of Ely. Our interest 
in the resort business was spawned 
by several vacations to resorts with 
8 other families.  Kerry got the bug 
first and then Sandy got on board and 
loves the business and people we get 
to meet. Our boys Chad, John and 

Taylor have helped us all along 
the way to make WIBR a real 
family place. 
 White Iron Beach Resort is 
a one-of-a-kind family vacation 
where our cabins overlook 
beautiful White Iron Lake 
near Ely, Minnesota, making 
ours one of the finest 
northern Minnesota fishing 
resorts! Surrounded by the 
Superior National Forest and 
offering easy access to the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness and outstanding 
fishing, White Iron Beach 
Resort is the ideal setting for 
an unforgettable Minnesota 
getaway!
 Enjoy our 
comfortable Minnesota Lake 
cabins, a shallow swimming 
area for kids, sandy beaches 
and so much more at an outstanding 
northern Minnesota fishing resort! 
White Iron Beach Resort has 
everything you could want in a resort 
vacation, from a scenic lake and classic 
cabins to great Minnesota fishing and 
all kinds of family fun! If you’re not 
on the lake trolling for trophy walleye, 

planted near a crappie bed, casting 
for bass or hooking into a lunker of a 
northern pike, you may want to check 
out our sauna or game room. Volleyball, 
basketball and a playground round out 
on-site activities, but everyone gathers 
round the campfire for our weekly 
marshmallow roast!
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YOUNG HUNTERS HARVEST 1,258 TURKEYS 
DURING 2022 YOUTH TURKEY SEASON

SPRINGFIELD – Youth turkey hunters harvested a preliminary total of 1,258 birds 
during the 2022 Illinois youth turkey season March 26-27 and April 2-3.
In 2021, a total of 1,304 turkeys were taken. The record total was set in 2020 when 1,733 
turkeys were harvested.
 This year, a total of 5,032 youth turkey permits were issued, compared to 5,589 in 2020. 
The	top	five	counties	for	harvest	during	the	2022	youth	season	were	Jefferson	(54),	Randolph	
(45), Marion (44), Adams (36) and Pope (30). The following table shows Illinois youth turkey 
season	preliminary	harvest	figures	by	county,	with	numbers	from	2022	and	2021.

County 2022 2021
ADAMS 36 25

ALEXANDER 8 15

BOND 13 15

BOONE 6 7

BROWN 10 10

BUREAU 16 14

CALHOUN 19 17

CARROLL 7 4

CASS 20 17

CHAMPAIGN 0 2

CHRISTIAN 3 5

CLARK 21 18

CLAY 27 22

CLINTON 19 8

COLES 4 2

CRAWFORD 16 13

CUMBERLAND 3 8

DEKALB 0 1

DEWITT 0 2

EDGAR 3 6

EDWARDS 12 9

EFFINGHAM 13 25

FAYETTE 19 44

FRANKLIN 25 21

FULTON 19 18

GALLATIN 15 13

GREENE 13 12

GRUNDY 2 3

HAMILTON 28 41

HANCOCK 29 29

HARDIN 11 9

HENDERSON 15 12

HENRY 12 11

IROQUOIS 8 6

JACKSON 27 24

JASPER 19 13

JEFFERSON 54 53

JERSEY 8 11

JO DAVIESS 24 17

JOHNSON 18 17

KANKAKEE 4 3

KNOX 8 17

LASALLE 3 3

LAWRENCE 7 10

LEE 5 15

LIVINGSTON 6 1

LOGAN 3 1

MACON 4 7

MACOUPIN 28 32

MADISON 26 30

MARION 44 41

MARSHALL 5 7

MASON 6 10

MASSAC 10 3

MCDONOUGH 4 9

MCHENRY 5 11

MCLEAN 6 8

MENARD 6 9

MERCER 15 18

MONROE 19 16

MONTGOMERY 19 14

MORGAN 5 9

MOULTRIE 1 1
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Please send us your Please send us your 
hunting & hunting & 

fishing photos!fishing photos!
Email to: Email to: 

asoandyb@gmail.comasoandyb@gmail.com
or text them to: 309.437.2247or text them to: 309.437.2247

drive away as soon as possible.  The 
longer you sit there, the more of 
a target you are.  It is sad but true 
that while anything can happen to 
anyone, women, and young women, 
in particular, are a target and in many 
cases, easy targets. 
 I recently watched a story 
about two college students who 
were fond of each other and met by 
chance outside a convenient store.  
They stopped to talk in the parking 
lot.  Innocent enough but extremely 
vulnerable.  They were approached 
by a nut case that neither of them 
knew.  He ordered them in the car, 
took their money and got into their 
ATM account.  Eventually, he forced 
them to drive out to a rural area where 
he shot them both.  The young lady 
died, and the young man survived 
despite several gunshot wounds.  Had 
they left the parking lot immediately, 
none of it would have happened.  
They didn’t do anything wrong, but 
they made themselves an easy target. 
 As you probably know, hordes of 
illegal immigrants are moving toward 
our southern border.  To make matters 
worse, Title 42 will expire on May 
23rd.  Title 42 was implemented to 
help prevent illegals from bringing 
COVID-19 into the United States and 
prevent the spread of the pandemic.  
Title 42 was used to remove those 
illegals from the country.  Of course, 
champions of the left were against 
Title 42, the last impediment we had 
to control illegal immigration.  The 
groups who supported open borders 
have no accountability to what 
happens to the United States and its 
citizens, nor do they care.
 There is no way the United 
States Border Patrol can handle the 
incoming hordes but of course, that is 
the idea.  Worse yet, it was revealed 
that about 2000 illegals a day escaped 
undetected.  Why would they do that 
if they are going to be let in anyway?  
My educated guess is that they are 
criminals and/or pack mules to haul in 
illegal drugs or both.  And guess what, 
they are coming to a neighborhood 
near you.
 So here we go again.  Warm 
weather brings a rise in crime and 
the Biden Administration is bringing 
enforcements for the criminals.  You 

and I are on our own.  What are you 
going to do to protect your family 
and yourself?  First, I would accept 
the reality that crime doesn’t always 
happen to someone else. You need to 
prepare.  You need more training, and 
more training after that. I have some 
suggestions:	A	defensive	rifle	class	or	
two would be a good start.  
 If you are interested in going 
beyond the beginner level and can 
spend two challenging days, I suggest 
Midwest Training Group (MTG) two-
day	 Defensive	 Rifle	 Course.	 	 This	
class also teaches transitioning from 
rifle	to	sidearm.		It	requires	600	rounds	
of	 rifle	 ammunition	 and	 100	 rounds	
of pistol ammunition.  This class goes 
from close quarters to 100 yards.  
The class will be held on May 28 
and 29 (Saturday and Sunday).  You 
will need to contact Andy Kemp at 
208.771.3413.
 June 22, 23, 24 and 25, Massad 
Ayoob will present his famous Mag40 
class.  This is a must for any gun 
owner because it deals with not only 
combat marksmanship but also the 
laws which pertain to self-defense.  
I have already had both classes.  If 
you are a Concealed Carry Licensee 
or instructor, this is a wonderful class 
for you.  MTG also handles this class.  
You will need to call Andy Kemp to 
register.  His number is 208.771.3413.

OGLE 13 6

PEORIA 5 10

PERRY 27 21

PIATT 1 0

PIKE 25 38

POPE 30 20

PULASKI 10 8

PUTNAM 2 3

RANDOLPH 45 30

RICHLAND 14 11

ROCK ISLAND 12 7

SALINE 8 15

SANGAMON 8 11

SCHUYLER 16 15

SCOTT 4 10

SHELBY 21 16

ST. CLAIR 15 16

STARK 1 1

STEPHENSON 15 11

TAZEWELL 12 7

UNION 22 23

VERMILION 8 6

WABASH 3 2

WARREN 1 3

WASHINGTON 18 19

WAYNE 25 34

WHITE 14 23

WHITESIDE 4 13

WILL 0 4

WILLIAMSON 23 31

WINNEBAGO 9 9

WOODFORD 6 5

UNKNOWN 0 2

Grand Total 1258 1304

Chicago Tribune claims that number 
is four time as high.
 A retired Chicago detective told 
me that when crimes were reported, the 
categories were manipulated to make 
the city look good. Armed robbery 
might just be listed as robbery, burglary 
might be listed as criminal trespass. You 
get the idea. It reminds me of the adage 
“Figures	 don’t	 lie	 but	 liars	 figure.”	 I	
can’t imagine how frustrating it must 
be for the Chicago police.
 Believe it or not, warm weather 
will soon be here.  Part of the 
treatment for cabin fever is to drive 
around with your windows down 
enjoying the fresh air.  We all do it.  
Along with the warm weather and 
fresh air comes a rising crime rate.  
With the already record numbers of 
carjackings, assaults, and robberies, 
we all must raise our awareness level 
to avoid being a victim.  We must 
always keep our wits about us in 
traffic	and	particularly	when	we	stop	
for gas, snacks or when we come out 
of a restaurant or store.  Before we 
stop, we should roll up our windows 
and make sure our doors are locked.  
When we get out of the vehicle, we 
need to make sure we have our keys 
or fob with us.  When we are done 
gassing up and coming out of the 
convenient store or shop, we must 
get in our vehicle, lock the doors, and 

Rich Pearson . . . continued

ISRA.org
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Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

NATURALIST 
SPEAK

 If you’ve ever spent much time 
around naturalists, you’ve likely 
noticed that they tend to live in a world 
all their own. It’s a place where time 
stops	when	a	rare	bird	flies	overhead,	
or an unusual insect lands on a sleeve. 
Conversations proceed in hushed tones 
and, I swear, in a different language. 
 Well, maybe not totally different. 
With	the	exception	of	scientific	names,	
which often include Latin terms and, 
if I’m being honest, usually are Greek 
to me, the words naturalists choose 
are common, everyday English. It’s 
just that they just tend to use them in 
different ways. 
 Take the compound word seagull, 
for instance. It’s one you’ll rarely, 
if ever, hear a naturalist utter. They 
instead prefer the word gull, which 
considers the fact that many species 
in the family Laridae (a name derived 
from laros, the Greek word for, yes, 
gull) occur far away from any sea. 

 It’s the same with the word buffalo. 
Sure, naturalists use it in reference 
to	 Buffalo	 Bill,	 Buffalo	 Springfield,	
buffalo grass (Buchloë dactyloides) 

and	 the	 freshwater	 fish	 known	 as	
buffalo (Ictiobus sp., with smallmouth, 
bigmouth and black buffalo occurring 
in Illinois) but if they’re talking about 
the shaggy mammal that’s an icon 
of the American West, they’ll say 
bison. True buffalo species live in 
Asia and Africa; they lack the heavy 
fur and prominent hump of our North 
American	 beasts.	 Plus,	 the	 scientific	
name for the American bison is Bison 
bison. What more proof do you need?

 Now let’s talk geese. When a 
naturalist speaks of the species we 
have in abundance in our area, he or 
she will use the phrase Canada geese, 
instead of Canadian geese. Any goose 
that	flies	down	from	our	neighbor	 to	
the north is technically a Canadian 
goose, but the name Canada goose 
specifically	 refers	 to	 the	 brown,	
black and white waterfowl also 
called Branta canadensis. 
 Now,	if	a	specific	Canada	goose	
were	 to	 fly	 down	 here	 from,	 say,	
Winnipeg, you could accurately 
describe it as a Canadian Canada 
goose…but only after checking its 
passport.
 The list goes on. How many times 
have you heard someone in this area 
say they got into poison oak? Unlike 
American buffalo and Canadian geese, 
poison oak is an actual species—
Toxicodendron (Rhus) diversilobum. 
But, it doesn’t grow in northern 
Illinois. Instead, we have poison 
ivy, T. radicans.(Are you ready for 
this? Taxonomically speaking, poison 
ivy isn’t even an ivy; it belongs to the 
Anacardiaceae, or cashew, family.)
 Both types of plants produce 
urushiol, the oil that causes an allergic 
in reaction in two-thirds of the human 
population,	and	both	have	leaflets	that	
grow in groups of three. But poison 
oak leaves have rounded lobes and 
look, well, oak like, while the lobes 
of poison ivy leaves are pointy and 
when young look remarkably like 
boxelder, Acer negundo. (Need to tell 

the difference in a hurry? Boxelder 
leaves grow directly across from, or 
opposite, each other on a stem, while 
poison ivy leaves grow alternately. 
Keep this in mind the next time you 
see leaves of three and are wondering 
if you should let them be.)
 From “be” let’s move to “bee”—a 
critter most naturalists will jump to 
defend. Very often when someone gets 
punctured by a stinger, they’ll say “I 
got stung by a bee!” But, very often, 
the actual perpetrator was a wasp. In 
our area, the most common culprit is 
the yellowjacket—either the eastern 
yellowjacket Vespula maculifrons or 
the German yellowjacket Paravespula 
germanica. These two species appear 
to need only the slightest provocation 
to start stinging and together account 
for more than half of all human insect 
stings. Bees, by contrast, usually only 
sting when stepped on or severely 
harassed, and otherwise are content to 
spend the day happy as a clam.

 Okay, I know that was a stretch, 
but, speaking of clams, that’s the 
word most people will use to refer 
to the bivalve mollusks that live at 
the bottom of our local streams. Yet 
naturalists typically refer to most of 
those creatures as freshwater mussels. 
Surely this is a case of po-tay-toe, po-
tah-toe, isn’t it?
 Well…not really. Although there 
are a few exceptions, clams and mussels 
generally have completely different 
reproductive strategies. Baby clams 
can live independently right from the 
get-go, while young mussels, known 
as glochidia, must live parasitically 
on	the	gills	of	certain	fish	species	until	
they are more fully developed. It’s a 
fascinating twist on reproduction and 
one that may inspire you to dig deeper 
and learn more about the enthralling 
life cycle of this bottom dweller.
 We could go on and talk about how 
we have garter snakes but not garden 
snakes (although garter snakes might 
certainly be found in a garden) and 
how	a	butterfly	pupates	 in	a	chrysalis	
rather than a cocoon (which the name 
for the structure created by caterpillars 

Photo by Michael R Jeffords

Photo by Joanna Gilkeson, USFWS

Photo by Michael R. Jeffords

Photo by Gary Alpert, Harvard University, 
Bugwood.org

Photo by Ryan Hagerty, USFWS
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destined to be moths). But I’ve just 
realized there’s a plate of seven-layer 
cookies on the table across the room, 
and they seem to be calling to me.
 Sweet coconut, rich butterscotch 
and chocolatey goodness…now that’s 
a language everyone understands.
 Pam Otto is the outreach 
ambassador for the St. Charles Park 
District. She can be reached at 630-
513-4346 or potto@stcparks.org.
 This article is adapted from Good 
Natured, a column that runs in the 
Kane County Chronicle. For more 

nature-related articles, visit the Good 
Natured page.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
magazine developed in collaboration 
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration 
Program Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Project W- 147-T).

Photo by Frank Miles, USFWS

Benton Boley with his 2022 Spring Gobbler. He was hunting with his 
dad Don Boley of Hamilton, IL.  Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
REMODELING: NEW HARDWOOD FLOORS 
AND HOME OFFICES BRING MOST JOY
WASHINGTON – U.S. households 
saw homeowners and families embark 
on a wide variety of renovations and 
remodeling projects over the past year. 
That	 is	 according	 to	 new	 findings	 in	
the 2022 Remodeling Impact Report, a 
joint study from the National Association 
of Realtors® and the National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry.
 This year’s report analyzes a 
number of home improvement aspects, 
including why people decide to 
remodel,	 the	 general	 costs	 of	 specific	
remodeling	 tasks,	 and	 the	 fulfillment	
experienced after a successful project 
has been completed.
 “Our study revealed that 
homeowners tend to undertake a 

remodeling project for any number 
of reasons,” said Jessica Lautz, 
vice president of demographics and 
behavioral insights at NAR. “In some 
instances, homeowners were content 
with sprucing up a room with a 
simple paint job, while in other cases, 
families decided to take on the task of 
renovating an entire attic or basement 
to add additional living space to their 
home.”
 The report notes that Americans 
spent $420 billion in 2020 on home 
remodeling ventures. Ninety percent of 
NARI members cited a greater demand 
for contracting remodeling work during 
the course of the pandemic. Three out 
of	 five	 NARI	members	 –	 60%	 –	 said	

the scale of the projects grew either in a 
larger project or remodeling more than 
one room due to the pandemic.
	 “This	 report	 is	 the	 first	 one	 to	
measure the impact of the pandemic on 
the price and relative value of various 
remodeling projects,” said Chris 
Egner, MCR, CKBR, CRPM, UDCP, 
and president of NARI. “We are glad 
that NARI members, who are among 
the most experienced remodelers, 
could provide realistic estimates of 
remodeling costs in line with the criteria 
specified	in	the	survey.”
 Although 83% of consumers 
stated that they would have remodeled 
regardless of the pandemic, 86% 
reported that remodeling one area 

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Find & Like us on Facebook!

Land, Real Estate, Household,
Machinery, Tools & MORE!

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

3622 N. Knoxville 
Peoria, IL 61603

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

O’BRYAN & BALL
309-323-0399

Mike O’Bryan 
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of their home then inspired them to 
remodel other areas of the house.
 The exact reasons why 
homeowners decided to modify their 
living	 spaces	 varied.	 Thirty-five	
percent of owners said the single most 
important result from their remodel 
was better functionality and livability. 
Upon completion of their project, 22% 
said they had durable and long-lasting 
results, materials and appliances. 
Fourteen percent reported beauty and 
aesthetics as a result of their remodel.
 “The pandemic has changed the 
way we use our homes, and many of 
those changes are here to stay,” said 
Lautz. “As a result, homeowners needed 
to	reconfigure	or	remodel	how	they	use	

For vendor info or questions please contact: Mike at 630-254-0221 
or email him at info@mjsportsmansgroupllc.com
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laws apply
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their home and maximize space.”
 More than a third of owners 
(35%) hired a professional for their 
entire project, while 28% reported 
that they hired someone for the labor 
but purchased the necessary materials. 
Twenty-two percent of homeowners 
did the full project themselves, from 
start	to	finish.
 The NAR/NARI report aimed 
to calculate consumers’ viewpoints 
toward their projects upon completion. 
Projects that made the renovators want 
to remain home, or remodel jobs that 
sparked an increase of enjoyment 
among occupants, received a high 
Joy Score, with 10 being considered a 
perfect Joy Score. Some tasks that were 
awarded scores of 10 were as follows: 
painting a home’s entire interior, 
painting one room, adding a home 
office,	 hardwood	 floor	 refinishing,	
closet renovation, and insulation 
upgrades, among other labors.
	 Hardwood	floor	refinishing	received	
a 10 Joy Score because the homeowners 
felt happiness and satisfaction in their 
home after undertaking the upgrade. 
Sixty-four percent of those polled 
answered that they have an increased 
sense of enjoyment when they are 
at home now that their hardwood 
flooring	 is	 installed.	 Another	 64%	
said just thinking about the completed 
project gives them a “major sense of 
accomplishment.”
	 Adding	a	new	home	office	is	another	
task that earned a perfect Joy Score 
based on homeowners’ sentiments. 
Ninety-one percent of consumers 
said they have a greater desire to be 
home	now	 that	 their	office	 is	 in	place.	
Seventy-three percent said they have an 
increased sense of enjoyment when they 
are home.
 The NAR/NARI report also 
examines numerous remodeling tasks 
and provides a cost recovery estimate 
for the projects. The genuine cost 
of each remodeling project and cost 
recovery	are	influenced	by	many	factors,	
including project design, quality of 
materials, location, age and condition of 
the home, and homeowner preferences.
	 “Quite	 often,	 an	 added	 benefit	 to	
home renovations is the possibility of an 
increase in the home’s value, which is a 
reason why some people remodel,” said 
Lautz. “This is especially advantageous 
to a homeowner who may be considering 
selling their house or converting the 
home to a rental property.”

 Realtors® provided an estimate 
of the likely dollar value each project 
would add to a house during resale. 
In comparing that dollar value to the 
estimated cost of each job provided by 
NARI members, a Recovered Project 
Cost percentage was tabulated. In 
regard to interior projects, the highest 
percentage cost recovered was from 
refinishing	 hardwood	 floors	 at	 147%.	
New	wood	flooring	was	 at	 118%,	 and	
an insulation upgrade was at 100%. 
Among	 exterior	 projects,	 new	 roofing	
and a new garage door both recovered 
100% of the project costs.
 Kitchen upgrades were also 
popular among homeowners, with the 
task receiving a 9.8 Joy Score. The 
top reason (32%) to take on a kitchen 
overhaul was the desire to upgrade 
worn	out	surfaces,	finishes	or	materials.	
The second top reason (20%) was to 
add features and improve livability.
 According to NARI remodelers’ 
cost estimate, the average kitchen 
remodel would be about $45,000. 
Realtors® estimated that $30,000 of that 
sum could be recovered as a result of 
the renovation. That would be a 67% 
recovery rate.

About NAR’s and NARI’s Survey
 In autumn of 2021, homeownership 
site HouseLogic.com surveyed 
consumers regarding the last remodeling 
project they undertook. A total of 1,182 
respondents took the online survey. The 
Joy Score was calculated by combining 
the share who were happy and those 
who	 were	 satisfied	 when	 seeing	 their	
completed project and dividing the 
share by 10 to create a ranking between 
1 and 10. Higher Joy Scores indicate 
greater joy from the project.
 Also, in autumn of 2021, NARI 
emailed a cost survey to its 5,778 
members. A total of 210 responses were 
received. The survey had an adjusted 
response rate of 3.6%. Respondents 
were asked to consider certain 
parameters when assessing the cost.
 In February 2022, NAR emailed 
remodeling project surveys to a random 
sample of 95,921 members. A total of 
4,792 responses were received (see 
report for full methodology).
 The National Association of 
Realtors® is America’s largest trade 
association, representing more than 1.5 
million members involved in all aspects 
of the residential and commercial real 
estate industries.
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REMODELING: NEW HARDWOOD FLOORS 
AND HOME OFFICES BRING MOST JOY
WASHINGTON – Homeownership is 
widely recognized as the leading source 
of net worth among families. Housing 
wealth itself is primarily achieved by 
price appreciation gains, and the nation 
has seen home prices accelerate at a 
record pace during the course of the last 
decade.
 A new study from the National 
Association of Realtors® – Housing 
Wealth Gains for the Rising Middle-
Class Markets – examines the distribution 
of housing wealth between 2010 and 
2020 across income groups and in 917 
metropolitan or micropolitan areas.
 NAR found that during those 10 
years, nearly 980,000 middle-income 
households became homeowners. 
Within that timeframe, total housing 
wealth for this income group surged by 
$2.1 trillion.
 “Owning a home continues to be a 
proven method for building long-term 
wealth,” said Lawrence Yun, NAR chief 
economist. “Home values generally 
grow over time, so homeowners begin 
the wealth-building process as soon as 
they make a down payment and move 
to pay down their mortgage.” 
 From 2010 through 2020, 529 
of 917, or 58%, of metropolitan and 
micropolitan areas gained middle-
income	 homeowners.	 NAR	 identifies	
these locations as rising middle-income 
class housing markets, i.e., markets that 
saw the largest increase in middle-class 
owner-occupied housing units in 2020 
compared to 2010.
 The top 10 rising middle-income 
housing markets, with at least 50,000 
more middle-income homeowner 
households, were Phoenix-Mesa-
Scottsdale (103,690), Austin-Round 
Rock (61,323), Nashville-Davidson-
Murfreesboro-Franklin (55,252), Dallas-
Fort Worth-Arlington (53,421), Houston-
The Woodlands-Sugarland (52,716), 
Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell 
(48,819), Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford 
(35,063), Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro 
(34,373), Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue 
(31,284) and Tampa-St. Petersburg-
Clearwater	 (28,979).	 NAR	 defines	 a	
middle-class homeowner as one earning 
an income of over 80% to 200% of the 
area median income.
 “Middle-income households in these 
growing markets have seen phenomenal 

gains in price appreciation,” said Yun. 
“Given the rapid migration and robust 
job growth in these areas, I expect these 
markets to continue to see impressive 
price gains.”
 As of the fourth quarter of 2021, 
the largest price gains (as a percent of 
the purchase price) over the preceding 
decade were in Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale 
(275.3%), Atlanta-Sandy Springs 
(274.7%), Las Vegas-Henderson-
Paradise (251.7%), Cape Coral-Fort 
Myers (233.9%) and Riverside-San 
Bernardino-Ontario (207.6%).
 Nationally, a homeowner who 
purchased a typical single-family 
existing home 10 years ago at the median 
sales price of $162,600 is likely to 
have accumulated $229,400 in housing 
wealth. Of this wealth gain, 86% can 
be attributed to price appreciation, with 
the median single-family existing-home 
sales price rising at an annual pace of 
8.3% from the fourth quarter of 2011 
through the fourth quarter of 2021.
 A small percentage of U.S. markets 
did record a decrease in middle-income 
homeowner households over the past 
decade, including New York-Newark-
Jersey City (-100,214), Los Angeles-
Long Beach-Anaheim (-73,839), 
Chicago-Naperville-Elgin (-34,420), 
Boston-Cambridge-Newton (-28,953), 
Detroit-Warren-Dearborn (-25,405) 
and Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington 
(-22,129). Nevertheless, some markets 
saw housing wealth rise as home prices 
climbed, such as the Los Angeles metro 
area ($164.5 billion) and the New York 
metro area ($59.4 billion).
 “These escalating home values were 
no	doubt	beneficial	to	homeowners	and	
home sellers,” said Yun. “However, as 
these	 markets	 flourish,	 middle-income	
wage	earners	face	increasingly	difficult	
affordability issues and are regrettably 
being priced out of the home-buying 
process.”
 While housing wealth grew among 
all income groups, low- and middle-
income households ultimately received 
a smaller share of the gains. NAR found 
that of the $8.2 trillion amassed in 
housing wealth from 2010 through 2020, 
high-income homeowners claimed 
roughly 71% of all wealth accumulation. 
Among middle-income homeowners, 
total housing wealth jumped by $2.1 

trillion, or 26% of the housing wealth 
gains, with nearly 980,000 additional 
middle-income homeowner households. 
Among low-income homeowners, 
housing wealth rose by $296 billion, or 
4% of the housing wealth gain.
 Low-income homeowners 
comprised a smaller fraction of all 
homeowners in 2020, at just 27.2%. 
This is down from 38.1% in 2010, with 
nearly 5.8 million fewer lower-income 
households that were homeowners from 
2010 through 2020. There were 979,143 
more middle-income homeowners over 
this decade, but they consisted of a 
smaller fraction of homeowners in 2020, 
at 43%, from 45.5% in 2010. High-
income homeowners made up a larger 
portion of owners, at 29.8%. This is an 
increase from 16.4% in 2010 and is 11.1 
million more high-income households 
in 2020 compared to 2010.
 Since the Great Recession, the 
homeownership rate has declined 
across all income groups, with the 
largest drop among the middle-income 

homeownership rate, which fell 
from 78.1% to 69.7%. Low-income 
households observed homeownership 
rates fall, but to a smaller degree – 
two percentage points – while high-
income households saw declines at four 
percentage points.
 “Homeownership is rewarding 
in so many ways and can serve as a 
vital	 component	 in	 achieving	 financial	
stability,” said NAR President Leslie 
Rouda Smith, a Realtor® from Plano, 
Texas, and a broker associate at Dave 
Perry-Miller Real Estate in Dallas. 
“Now, we must focus on increasing 
access to safe, affordable housing and 
ensuring that more people can begin 
to amass and pass on the gains from 
homeownership.”
 The National Association of 
Realtors® is America’s largest trade 
association, representing more than 1.5 
million members involved in all aspects 
of the residential and commercial real 
estate industries.
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By Kaylan Kemink and Tanner Gue

 Conserving these small, shallow 
wetlands is essential to the health of 
continental duck populations.
 The Prairie Pothole Region (PPR) 
is a bucket-list destination for many 
waterfowlers. Cool, crisp prairie skies 
filled	 with	 ducks	 and	 geese	 draw	
hunters from across the continent 
each October. Less well-known, 
however, are the unique geologic and 
hydrologic features that make this area 
of the northern plains so important to 
waterfowl and other wetland wildlife.
Spanning more than 300,000 square 
miles across the north-central United 
States and southern Canada, the PPR 
was shaped 10,000 years ago by a 
massive receding glacier that left 
behind sediment deposits, creating 
numerous depressions in the ground 
called potholes. Millions of these 
small, shallow wetland basins, most of 
which hold water for only part of the 

spring and summer each year, provide 
vital food and cover for many species 
of ducks during the breeding season.
 Breeding duck populations on the 
prairies are driven by the density of 
flooded	 potholes	 on	 the	 landscape	 in	
spring. Each year, female ducks bring 
their mates back north with them to 
the prairies. Breeding pairs settle on 
shallow ponds rich with invertebrates, 
where they establish territories. 
Females feed as much as possible 
during this period to acquire the 
resources they need for egg laying and 
incubation, while males spend most of 
their time posturing and defending their 
mates and territories from competitors. 
When other pairs of the same species 
get too close to a drake’s territory, 
aggressive	encounters	and	even	fights	
often ensue. As a result, landscapes 
with high densities of small wetlands, 
where numerous breeding pairs can 

UNDERSTANDING WATERFOWL: PRAIRIE 
POTHOLES AND BREEDING DUCKS
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establish territories away from other 
pairs, support more breeding ducks on 
average than areas with a few large, 
consolidated wetlands.
 The relationship between breeding 
ducks and small ponds often gets 
overlooked in favor of the relationship 
between grassland and nesting 
success. While there is ample evidence 
for the latter, research has revealed that 
the density and productivity of small 
wetlands is of equal if not greater 
importance to breeding waterfowl 
than the quantity of upland cover on 
the landscape. In fact, more than 70 
percent of breeding ducks in the US 
portion of the PPR settle in cropland-
dominated areas that contain high 
densities of small, shallow wetlands. 
Research has underscored the 
importance of protecting wetlands on 
these landscapes despite the lack of 
surrounding grassland because they 

still provide crucial resources for 
breeding ducks. The highly variable, 
seasonal nature of these wetlands 
promotes the growth of submerged 
vegetation and supports abundant 
invertebrate populations, which 
provide nesting hens with the protein 
and calcium required to produce eggs 
and sustain them during incubation.
 Duck broods also depend on 
small, seasonal wetlands. For example, 
recent research conducted by Ducks 
Unlimited and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service demonstrated that the loss of 
small wetlands can have an even larger 
impact on brood abundance than the 
loss of grassland habitat. Grasslands 
are undoubtedly important for duck 
production, but without high densities of 
small wetlands, the quality and quantity 
of surrounding upland cover becomes 
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less relevant. The results of this research 
further emphasized the importance 
of conserving small prairie wetlands, 
including those embedded in cropland.
 In addition to the vital importance 
of prairie potholes to breeding pairs and 
broods,	these	small	wetlands	also	benefit	
people directly by improving the quality 
of the water supply. Using cutting-edge 
research techniques, scientists recently 
compared the isotopic signatures of 
water in different wetland types to the 
isotopic signature of groundwater on 
the	prairies.	Their	findings	indicated	that	
the	 water	 in	 small,	 seasonally	 flooded	
wetlands, which are so productive for 
breeding ducks, had an isotopic signature 
very similar to that of groundwater. As 
a result, the researchers concluded that 
prairie potholes could be a major source 
of groundwater recharge in the region. 
Recharge is the process by which surface 
water replenishes the underlying aquifer, 
which is the main source of drinking 
water for people in many areas.
 It is concerning that small prairie 
wetlands, which clearly have such 
great value to wildlife and people, 
are at high risk of conversion 
because they are easier to drain than 

other wetland types. Prairie pothole 
wetlands are viewed as an additional 
cost to some agriculture operations 
because they provide lower yields 
when dry, are sometimes unfarmable, 
and farmers often must work around 
them with large, sometimes unwieldy 
machinery. Consequently, draining 
small wetlands, particularly those 
embedded in cropland, is a common 
practice on the prairies. While some 
areas of the PPR have lost 90 percent 
of their wetland habitats, in other 
areas farmers have left the majority 
of wetlands intact. DU and others are 
focused on supporting those farmers 
and ensuring the remaining habitats 

retain their value for wildlife.
 Protecting small prairie wetlands 
is among DU’s highest priorities. The 
vast majority of the PPR is privately 
owned by hardworking farmers and 
ranchers. Recognizing the goals of 
producers, DU works closely with 
private landowners, state and federal 
agencies, and other partners to deliver 
a variety of voluntary, incentive-based 
conservation programs on working 
lands. Programs like the Minnesota 
Outdoor Heritage Fund, North 
Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund, North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act, and Wetlands Reserve Program 
all provide farmers and ranchers with 

voluntary incentives to keep small 
wetlands,	 and	 all	 the	 benefits	 they	
provide, on the landscape.
 Fortunately, an array of diverse 
agricultural practices go hand in 
hand with wetlands and waterfowl 
conservation. Through these efforts, 
DU is working with farmers and 
ranchers	 to	 improve	 the	 profitability	
of their operations while keeping 
small wetlands, waterfowl, and other 
wildlife on the prairie landscape for 
current and future generations. 
 Kaylan Kemink is manager of 
conservation planning and Tanner 
Gue is a regional biologist in DU’s 
Great Plains Region.

ILLINOIS 
WATERWAY

VISITOR CENTER

US Army Corps of Engineers- Starved Rock Lock & Dam
950 N. 27th Rd. (Dee Bennett Rd.), Ottawa, IL • 815-667-4054

• Illinois Waterway Information
•  Boat Safety Classes                      

May 7th, June 18th, August 20th 
• Group Programs
• Gift Store/Navigation Charts

LIFE JACKETS WORN… NOBODY MOURNS
91% of sportsmen who died in boating accidents were not 

wearing life jackets. Wear it for your loved ones.

Mention this ad 
during your next 

visit and 
receive a prize!

Wetland-rich prairie landscapes provide crucial habitat 
]for breeding ducks and a variety of other wildlife. Photo © Michael Peters
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
JIM MALOOF/REALTOR

2507 N. Main St.East Peoria, IL 61611
Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

6201 W. Route 150 Hwy Edwards, IL 61528 - $1,500,000
7.863 undeveloped acres of prime commercial real estate located on the corner of U.S. Route 150 

and Trigger Road.  Zoned I-1 Industrial/Business Park.  The property was recently subdivided.

0 County Road 800 N - Eureka, IL 61530 - 3 Lots Available!
RARE FIND IN AN AMAZING COMMUNITY! Are you looking for the perfect spot to build your dream 
home? Look no further! Beautiful acreage in a wonderful location! Great school district, and much 

more! (Lot 1- $129,900 / Lot 2 - $139,900 / Lot 3 - $139,900)

Lot 2 Remmert Farms - $95,900
5.01 AC lot with lake access, and wooded Centrally located between Peoria and 

Bloomington, The Lakes of Remmert Farms offers beautiful, rolling lots that surround 
approx. a 6.5-acre stocked lake and a 1.5 acre stocked pond. Many of the lots are 

conducive to walkout foundations, and large outbuildings are allowed. All infrastructure 
has been completed and paid for by the developer, including a common well, power, and a 

paved road to the front of each lot. 11 lot development - only 3 lots remain!

it back each time but with the new 
Ten Point with a crank it made it 
so much more enjoyable. After 
shooting it for some time I really 
had it pretty close, but I didn’t 
feel like it was as accurate as I 
would have liked. Marc looked at 
me and said I should try this other 
higher end scope to see if it made 
a difference. By this time, it was 
too	 dark	 so	 we	 figured	 after	 we	
get done shed hunting on Sunday, 
we would put a few more bolts 
through it before we headed for 
home.
 Sunday morning rolled 
around, and we set out to explore 
the rest of the property. We 
headed to where we left off and 
started walking the timber.  Not 
long after we started walking, 
we ran into what I believe was 
an old root cellar. The only thing 
is this property was purchased 
back in the 1970’s and the road 
was nearly a mile away in both 
directions. We looked around for 
any sign there was an old house 
or anything that would make 
sense why this was in the middle 
of the woods. We never found any 
indication of an old farmstead or 
anything. With the trees growing 
around it I would assume this had 
to be nearly 100 years old. I took 
a photo to show you all so take 
a look and maybe I am wrong. 
Maybe it served another purpose 
just not sure what it would have 
been and why is was so far from 
any road or homestead. One thing 
is for sure your you never know 
what	 you	 will	 find	 on	 a	 hike	 in	
the woods. 
 As we continued our walk up 
and down the hills, through the 
creeks up and down to get to the 
river	 I	 wasn’t	 finding	 anything	
but squirrels. At one point I 
saw eight squirrels playing so I 
walked over to where they were 
to check out the area. To my 
surprise the squirrels just kept 

playing so I sat down to take a 
break and enjoy god’s work. As 
I was sitting there, they just kept 
getting closer and closer. At one 
point I had several of them within 
a few feet of me with not a care in 
the world. Then what I assumed 
was momma come out of a tree 
I was leaning against and started 
raising all kinds of ruckus. As 
soon as she started barking, the 
little ones took off like a bat out 
of hell. They must of played in 
front of me for ten minutes or 
more but once momma said 
danger they were gone. See, even 
baby squirrels are scared of their 
mom when mommas mad. 
 After the momma squirrel told 
me to leave, I headed towards an 
area that I thought my deer from 
last fall went. I wanted to search 
the area yet one more time to see if 
there was a chance he was laying in 
a creek or ditch, and we just didn’t 
see him. After walking this stretch 
of timber all way back to the river 
I knew my deer from last fall must 
have lived or made it a long way 
before passing. You would think 
after six months I would give up 
on that buck but every chance I 
have had to look I have. 
	 As	I	cut	back	across	the	field,	
I would see Marc looked to have 
his hands full. As I got closer, I 
could see he had a couple of sheds 
and a couple of dead heads. He 
found all of them within 100 yards 
of each other and the dead heads 
looked to be at least three or more 
years old. The one he found had 
absolute giant bases and would 
have been a great deer to harvest. 
I would assume they both died 
from disease as it looks liked they 
died in velvet. Unfortunately, that 
probably means they passed in 
late summer from EHD. We had 
covered almost all of the woods 
on this farm and driven some of 
the	fields	 but	 there	was	 one	 spot	
left. It was all the way to the back 
of the property, and this was where 
Marc and I had been hunting last 

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.
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fall. We walked the timber, and I 
did	find	a	couple	of	old	chewed	up	
antlers but nothing to write home 
about.	 After	 finishing	 with	 the	
last set of woods I have one more 
location I had to check. I watched 
the deer I shot last fall could out 
of	finger	in	a	bean	field.	I	wanted	
to walk over to this to see if I 
could	find	a	shed	or	anything	that	
would tell me that the buck, I shot 
was still alive. As I arrived and 
walked	this	little	finger	you	could	
see that a deer had been living in 
there. The whole area was matted 
down and as I walked through the 
middle, I saw a set of tines sticking 
up out of a grass patch. Low and 
behold another dead head that was 
several years old. I was relived is 
wasn’t the deer I shot because it 
would have meant I walked right 
by it multiple times. It wasn’t so 
we decided it was time to call of 
our shed hunting weekend and 
go back to the house to shoot the 
crossbows.

 Once back to the house I 
grabbed my crossbow with the 
new scope attached and set out 
to get this bow sighted in. Marc 
was still in the house, so I set up 
the	 table	 and	 took	my	first	 shot.	
It was only a few inches off, so 
I made some corrections and put 
in the next arrow. As I pulled 
the trigger the bow exploded. 
The limb on the left side came 
flying	 out	 and	 the	 string	 broke.	
My heart sank into my stomach. 
What the heck just happened? I 
really had no idea. It was Sunday 
so	I	figured	I	would	have	to	wait	
until Monday to call Ten Point 
and see what they said. 
 After a long trip back home 
all I could think about is I am 
going to out all of this money if 
they don’t honor the warranty. 
First thing when their customer 
service opened, I called to tell 
them what happened. As soon as I 
told	them,	they	said	“you	dry	fired	
it.” I immediately said “no it has 

a	dry	fire	mechanism	so	that	can’t	
happen,	and	my	arrow	flew	about	
15 feet so there was no way of a 
dry	fire.”	They	stated	 to	me	 that	
you must not have had the arrow 
seated correctly. I have shot a 
crossbow for six or seven years 
now and never had that problem. 
They proceeded to tell me that it 
would not be warrantied and the 
only thing I could do is go to an 
authorized dealer and have them 
examine and it and pay for the 
fixes.	To	 say	 I	was	disappointed	
was an understatement. I loaded 
up the bow and took it to the 
dealer and they basically told me 
the limbs and cam look ok but 
they wouldn’t know until they 
put it under pressure. I waited for 
a couple of weeks and the call 
came in. They stated I got lucky, 
and the only thing damaged on 
the bow was the string. So, $160 
later I had my bow back. All I 
can say is make sure you seat 
that arrow because if you don’t, 

Real Estate & Farm Equipment Auction
Sunday May 15, 2022 at 10:00AM

CULVER AUCTION SERVICE • 309-370-5305
Lic#440-000447  • 443 Idlewhile Drive, Farmington, IL 61531

Greg Culver - Tim Placher - Bill Homan Jr - Louie Grimes
 Like us on Facebook: Culver Auction Service

www.culverauction/auctionzip or www.culverauctions.com

Located at: 2129 S. Hanna City/Glasford Road,

Hanna City, IL 61536
Visit  www.auctionzip.com  (Use my #2550) 

or www.culverauctions.com
Real Estate Description;  Offering a beautiful potential building home site consisting of 7.24 acres more or 
less, with 40’x60’ Steel building that has 80% concrete floor, 400 amp service and city water (T-L Rural Water 
Dist.).  Property is fenced & cross fenced with creek and land is mainly permanent pasture & farmland. 

Open House; April 24th 2022 from 1:00-3:00 PM or by appointment-call 309-370-5305
2020 Taxes; $230.48 -PIN# 16-22-201-011.                                                                                 

Terms of Real Estate: see website for details
**Farm Equipment to sell immediately following the sale of above Real Estate**
 Tractors-Skid Steer-Baler-Hydraulic Drill-Equipment-Mowers; John Deere 4052R Tractor w/H180 Loader/150 
hrs/w/Power Reverser Trans/sn; SN1LV4052R0FP211060,Case SR200 Skid Loader 776 Hrs sn;SR200LCM453872, 
John Deere 1025R Diesel/150 hrs/3pt/-Drive Over Quick Attach 60” Deck/Front Assist/sn;CH3U13D02185 Plus 
54” 4 Way Hydraulic Blade w/Joy Stick Control, John Deere 569 Megawide Plus Round Baler/ Twine or Net 
Wrap/Low Use, Great Plains No Till Semi Mount Drill 3P806NT/Low Use, John Deere MX10 Ridgid 10’Mower/
Pull Type, John Deere MX6 Brush Mower/Low Hours, Frontier 10’Disc w/Rolling Basket/Little Use/Pull Type, 
New Idea Manure Spreader/Good Floor/PTO Drive, Quick Attach Root Grapple, John Deere 660 5 Bar Hay Rake, 
3-Section Chain Type Harrow, 2 Section Harrow, Brush Hog 3 pt Post Hole Digger w/10” & 12” Augers, Loader 
Bucket Bale Mover, 5’ Work Saver Rear Blade/3pt, 3 Pt Rear Broom, Hay Saver Round Bale Feeder, Coral 
Panels-Never Used, Farm Gates, Fence Supplies, Barb Wire, John Deere X300 Mower/458 hrs, Cub Cadet Yard 
Bug Rider, Troy Built 5500 Watt Generator, 8.5 hp Gas Power Washer,12 Volt Yard Sprayer, Air Pig, Misc 
Lumber, Live Trap, Fire Pit, Golf Clubs, Misc Hayrack Farm Items.
Auctioneers Note:   Outstanding property-must see. All equipment have low use and kept under roof, most in 
excellent condition.  Statements day of auction supersede all others.

TERMS: Cash-Check-Debit • NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS • Lunch Stand • Restrooms
Owner; Renmark Holdings LLC (Mark Spenny)

273 Dogwood Lane, Pekin, IL 61554273 Dogwood Lane, Pekin, IL 61554
$575,000$575,000

 RE/MAX Traders Unlimited - 2209 Broadway Rd - Pekin, IL 61554

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated

MARY ANN LADENDORF
Cell: 309-241-5610

 mladendorf@gmail.com

BAYLEE GAMBETTI
Cell: 241-7700

 BayleeGambetti@gmail.com

BILL HILAND
Cell: 309-339-9554

bhilandremax@gmail.com

 LADENDORF & GAMBETTI

Truly Spectacular comfortable elegance abounds in this richly appointed brick 
home build by Greg Ries. Stunning finish include Asian Teak Wood Floors, 

9’ ceilings, cherry cabinetry, quartz, plaster walls, geothermal. Plus: Beautiful 
vaulted ceilings, architectural fireplace, charming window seat, pantry, 

phenomenal trim & gorgeous windows! Panoramic 1.3-acre wood lot, 38’ deck, 
brick patio, irrigation, roof in 2017 and water heater 1.5 years old. This home 

is a masterpiece of fine taste and finest quality! Luxury living at its finest.

you will be replacing the bow or 
paying a huge chunk of change to 
get	 it	 fixed.	 I	figure	 if	 the	 limbs	
and cams were broke you might 
as well buy a new bow. The cost 
to	 fix	 it	 probably	 wouldn’t	 be	
worth it. As a matter of fact, I 
was talking to the dealer, and he 
said he had over 30 bows last fall 
that all came in with this same 
problem. One was a $2,500 bow 
and on his second shot it blew 
up and the guy was out all of his 
money. I can’t imagine spending 
that kind of money on a bow 
and only shooting it twice. So 
be careful out there so you don’t 
have the same issue.
 The last thing for this month 
is to send out a happy belated 
birthday to my grandpa Lyle 
Courtney. He turned 98 on April 
12th and we celebrated with him 
and our family with his favorite 
KFC and some delicious desserts. 
 Until next month. May your 
sunrises and sunsets be magical!
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A Couple of Spring Recipes for your 
first	 catches!	 From	 the	 Fish-Fowl-
Game Recipe Book by ‘Bobber’ 
Anne, many contributions by the 
Late Dan Gapen, Sr.   

CRAPPIE
STUFFED BAKED CRAPPIE
Here is a Crappie recipe that I kept 
easy so maybe the children will take 
interest	 in	 cooking	 the	fish	 they’ve	
caught.

•	10	large	crappie	fillets
• 3 c. day-old bread cubes
• 1 egg
• ½ to ¾ cup milk
• 1 tsp. seasoning salt
• ½ tsp. pepper
• ¼ cup melted butter

Mix bread cubes, egg, milk, salt, 
pepper and butter. Spoon some 
filling	onto	each	fillet,	fold	over	and	
secure with toothpick. Brush tops of 
fish	with	a	little	more	melted	butter	
and bake at 350 for one hour or until 
fish	is	done	and	dressing	is	browned	
on edges. Serve this with other 
foods that kids like to prepare and 
eat for a fun introduction to cooking 
for them.
Found on page 28

PANFISH
CHEESE BROILED PANFISH
This is a simple recipe and one that 
will	 put	 a	 gleam	 in	 your	 Panfish	
angler’s eyes. It’s so fast, it will 
beat TV dinners hands down. You 
only	have	to	have	the	fillets	cleaned	
and ready prior to starting. From 
that time on, it will take you less 
than 15 minutes to prepare dinner.  
Serve with baked beans. (The 

canned variety with diced onion and 
mushrooms mixed in) and dinner 
will seem like a Canadian shore 
lunch.
•	1	½	pounds	Panfish	fillets
• ½ C. butter
• Salt, pepper
• Mustard powder to taste
• 1 lemon
• 2 oz. crumbled blue cheese

Melt butter and add the juice of one 
lemon. Pour a little of this mixture 
into a shallow ovenproof casserole. 
Season	 the	 fish	 with	 salt,	 pepper,	
and mustard powder and place it 
in the casserole. Spoon some of the 
butter-lemon	 baste	 over	 the	 fillets.	
Broil approx.. eight inches from the 
heat for six minutes, basting often. 
Turn	 the	 fillets	 over	 and	 broil	 for	
approximately	another	five	minutes.	
Remove	fish	 from	broiler,	 top	with	
crumbled blue cheese, and return to 
broiler for one more minute or until 
cheese bubbles and melts. Serves 
four.
Found on page 66

LIVE & ONLINE AUCTION 
FIREARMS & DECOY AUCTION 

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022, AT 10:00 A.M.
AUCTION VENUE: AVANTI’S BANQUET CENTER 
(DOME) 3401 GRIFFIN AVENUE, PEKIN, IL 61554

For more information go to 
www.petriauction.com

OVER 100 GUNS 
GUNS FROM REMINGTON, WINCHESTER, BROWNING, 

NEW HAVEN, ITHACA, PEDERSOLI, SAVAGE, RUGER, ROSSI, 
WJ FOWLER, FRANCHI, UGARTESCHEA, SPRINGFIED AND MORE

OVER 100 DECOYS
DECOYS FROM PERRY WILCOXEN, BILLY SHAW, ROBERT ELLISON, 

CHARLES PERDEW, OTTO GAREN, MASON, CHARLES WALKER, 
LOU KELLY, HAROLD SPILLER, BILL LORHRMAN, CHARLIE MOORE, 

MIKE SHEARER, JIM SLACK, MASON DECOYS AND MORE
GAME CALLS

CALLS FROM P.S. OLT, LOHMAN, SURESHOT AND OTHERS
FIREARM INFO: All State and Federal laws will be strictly enforced, no 

exceptions! There is a $30.00 per FOID fee to transfer. Buyer is responsible 
for any transfer fees charged by the receiving FFL. Local Pick-up will be 

offered by Pekin Guns after waiting period of 72 hours and FOID 
conformance. Online bidders will need to correspond with Pekin Guns 

for FFL info. Local buyers will be required to fill out ATF Form 4473 
and provide a valid ID. YOU MAY NOT SEND SOMEONE IN YOUR 

PLACE TO PICK-UP A FIREARM, NO EXCEPTIONS.

The Auction Company reserves the right to withdraw or re-catalog items 
in this auction. There is a 15% Buyers premium added to your online total purchase. 

All sales are final, and no chargebacks allowed. All accounts must be settled at the conclusion 
of the auction. We accept Cash, Checks, Certified Funds, Wire Transfer, Visa & Mastercard 

& Discover (ONLY). If paying by credit card, you will be charged for your purchases, buyer’s 
premium, convenience fee of 3.5% for credit cards, and any applicable taxes. ONLINE bidder’s sales 
will be charged to your credit card immediately after the sale. Please contact the auction company 

for payment instructions/questions. 309-992-1929. All announcements sale day shall take 
precedence over any prior advertising either written or oral. All information is believed 

to be accurate, however; no liability for its accuracy, errors, or omissions is assumed.

SPRING RECIPES
Written by Bobber Anne

ONLINE
BIDDING AT
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Some helpful tips about preparing 
and	 handling	 your	 fish,	 fowl,	 or	
game.

FISH:		Always	clean	fish	as	soon	as	
possible after catching!
	 When	 filleting	 or	 gutting	 your	
fish,	put	several	layers	of	newspaper	
under	it	first,	especially	if	you	have	
quite a few to clean. As the top layers 
become slimy, peel off and discard. 
If left too long lying-in slime, the 
fish	will	take	on	a	stronger	taste.
	 Don’t	 wash	 the	 fillets	 after	
cleaning unless really bloody. If 
you plan to freeze them right away, 
simply wipe with paper toweling, 
put into plastic bag or storage 
container, add cold water and close 
securely. Just pop into the freezer 
for use at a later time. Freezing this 
way	preserves	 the	natural	flavor	of	
the	 fish.	And	 because	 fish	 can	 dry	
out or become freezer-burnt easily, 
the addition of water will increase 
the lifespan while frozen. 

WATERFOWL:  If you plan to pick 

them, it works best if the bird is still 
warm. If you want to age them, get 
the guts out and cool them down as 
soon as possible. Then you can hang 
them for a couple of days for aging. 
 If you want to hang them to let 
the blood drain down, do so shortly 
after retrieving. Hang by head and 
make a two-inch cut just below the 
breast bone and one around vent. Pull 
entrails out slowly, being careful not 
to split or break anything. If crop is 
stubborn at coming out, make cut in 
neck and draw out the opening.
 Another option for easy cleaning 
is to just skin the bird. 
 In the case of very small birds 
like some ducks, there isn’t much 
meat on them at all, so a good 
method is to just breast it out. Roll in 
flour	or	 your	 favorite	 breading	 and	
fry	 lightly---it	 tastes	more	 like	fine	
steak and never gamey.

UPLAND BIRDS:  As always, the 
secret	 to	good	flavor	is	 to	attend	to	
them as soon as you can. You can 
even tear the skin off of grouse and 

pheasant	by	hand	out	in	the	field,	to	
speed the cooling process.

BIG GAME:  Again, getting the 
animal to cool down quickly is of 
utmost importance. Gutting it out, 
then getting it somewhere cool to 
hang	 is	 imperative.	Or	 one	 can	 fill	
the gut cavity with ice to chill the 
meat, keeping it safe from spoilage 
and	preserving	the	flavor.

SELLERS’ MARKET, BEST TIME TO SELL! INVENTORY IS EXTREMELY LOW! CALL US TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY TODAY!

Gaye Lynn Green
Designated Managing Broker/Realtor®

Morton Office: 105 W. Adams St., Morton, IL 61550
Tremont Office: 22200 State Rt. 9, Tremont, IL 61568

WEB: www.gayelynngreen.sunflowerhomes.info.com
EMAIL: gayelynngreen@gmail.com • CELL: 309.657.1774

Allan Green: Realtor (309) 657-7551

216 Hidden Brook Dr., 
Groveland, IL 61535 - $714,900

126 E. Sassafras Drive
Morton, IL 61550- $28,000

100 Baer Road
Tremont, IL 61568 - $275,000

116 W. Main St.,
Danvers, IL 61732 - $170,000

2236 Mayflower Dr.
Pekin, IL 61554 - $189,900

22454 Illinois Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568 - $150,000

6 Scarborough Drive
Mackinaw, IL 61755- $19,900

204 Regal Lane
East Peoria, IL 61611- $229,900

502 NE Jefferson
Peoria, IL - $160,000

317 S. Locust St.
Tremont, IL 61568 - $214,900

232 Karagen Circle
Germantown Hills, IL 61548 - $312,000

NE Adams St.
Peoria, IL 61602 - $269,900

STUNNING 5 BD, 4 BATH

NEW LISTING

COMMERCIAL LOT

SOLD

SOLD

COMMERCIAL LOT

GREAT LOT TO BUILD YOUR HOME

PENDING

COMMERCIAL LOT

PRICE REDUCED

PENDING

COMMERCIAL LOT
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New construction by Howard McAdams. Close to being finished. 
$8,000. Allowance for countertop and kitchen faucet. $7,000. For flooring 
allowance. Open concept with kitchen, informal dining, & Living room. 

Lots of kitchen cabinets with pantry. Large breakfast island. 3 bedrooms 
& bathroom. Master bedroom has walk-in closet and bathroom. Lots 

of closets and closet organizers. Main floor laundry with 1/2 bath. Full 
basement, ready to finish. All insulated. Bathroom is studded in. 

Garage is 22x22 and has a 16x8 garage door.

3-bedroom ranch home. Roof 3 years old. Vinyl siding and replacement 
windows. High efficiency furnace and ac are 3 years old. Small eat in 

kitchen and breakfast bar open up to large living room that one end 
could be used for dining area. Under carpet is hardwood floors. 
Basement that has had walls painted. Just need to finish floor. 
Breaker box and gas water heater. Deep basement. A flooring 

allowance $2,000.00 at closing to buyer. Fenced yard. Washer & dryer 
stay with the home. (not warranted.) Garage needs a roof.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

356 E. CYPRESS
CANTON, IL 61520 - $349,500

963 E. LOCUST
CANTON, IL 61520 - $89,900

LAKE REGION STATE 
COLLEGE: REEL’M IN 
FISHING TOURNAMENT
 Win scholarships, prizes and an 
education!	 	 The	 REEL’M	 IN	 fishing	
tournament is for high school students.  Each 
two-person	 team	 fishes	 with	 a	 boat	
captain.  They do it on one of the best multi-
species lakes in the upper Midwest – Devils 
Lake, North Dakota.
 To qualify, students must be involved with 
a	fishing	 club,	 organization	 or	 their	 school’s	
fishing	 team,	 have	 fished	 in	 a	 tournament	
such as the Angler Young Angler series, the 
Minnesota Fishing Challenge or other charity 
fund-raising tournaments, etc.  Fishing 
educator, guide and World Walleye Champion 
Johnnie Candle will direct and host the event 
July 29-30.  
 He said, “This is the very best time to 
fish	Devils	 Lake.	 	 Students	 will	 earn	 points	
in these categories: walleyes, white bass, 
northern pike and perch/crappies.  Lengths 
will	 be	 recorded.	 	 The	 five	 longest	 fish	 of	
each category will be totaled for the top 
prizes including two $500 scholarships for 
the	 first-place	 team	 to	 Lake	 Region	 State	
College located in Devils Lake.  Second and 
third place scholarships are $300 and $200 
respectively for each team member.
	 Fourth	and	fifth	place	earn	Devils	Lake	
Chamber bucks; $300 for fourth and $200 for 
fifth.	 	Sleep	 Inn	and	Suites	will	offer	a	 two-
night stay for sixth place.  A block of rooms at 
Sleep Inn has been reserved for $79 per night 
(701-544-1111).  
 “Contestants should be able to catch them 
any way they want.  Numbers are the rule this 
time of year.  It’s customary to go through a 
pound of leeches a day at the end of July and 
early August,” Candle said.  “What’s great is 
that	as	teams’	net	fish	and	continue	catching,	
recording	and	releasing,	only	the	five	longest	
in each category will be counted.”
 Students will learn about Lake Region 
State College.  Not only is it located in the 
heart	 of	 great	 hunting	 and	fishing,	 but	 some	
of the industry leaders, guide operators, TV 
personalities and others call Devils Lake 
home.  “What a plan,” Candle said, “Go to 
college and enjoy outdoor activities when 
not studying.  Learn what you need to be 
successful.”
 The college is known for business, 
marketing and entrepreneurship.  A two-
year program sets up many people for their 
careers.  Candle noted that 10 graduates are 
now working right in Devils Lake, following 
their passions.  They are full-time guides, 
earning a living, and making a life on the 
water and on the ice.    
 Candle also teaches a college-level 
course that helps students understand and 
appreciate	fishing.	 	Subjects	 in	his	class,	 Ice	
Fishing and Open Water Fishing 101, include 
species, forage, habitat, knots, gear, tactics, 

how to be successful on ice or water, and 
more.  The class consists of four evening 
sessions of two hours each plus a full day on 
the water.  Students earn one credit for this 
real-life experience.
 “It will be eye-opening for future college 
students to see what is available and how far 
an associate degree can take them in life,” he 
said.  “Besides they will spend time on one of 
the	best	fish-factories	in	North	America.”
  Student teams may enter at https://bit.ly/
royalreelmin.  Or, call Candle to talk about it, 
or have him chat with prospective teams, 701-
371-9431, or johnnie@gondtc.com.
  DEVILSLAKEND.COM is the best 
source	 for	 up-to-date	 fishing	 reports,	 guide	
service listings, lake conditions, lodging, 
casino, community activities and much more
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again.		The	reason	people	fish	with	
me is to not simply catch limits. It 
is to experience relationships they 
already have and to build new 
relationships.  Some days my boat is 
the vessel for people to reconnect, to 
find	some	peace	in	nature,	to	catch	
limits, to reminisce with siblings 
about the past when they used to 
fish	 with	 Dad	 who	 is	 no	 longer	
with us.  Maybe it’s a sales rep 
bringing some customers to keep 
their relationship going and make 
them feel appreciated.  Fishing to 
me is so much more than catching a 
limit every day, it’s feeling out what 
people want out of the experience 
and what they want out of the day.  
Everyday is different and most days 
are beautiful in their own way.  As 
a	fishing	guide,	I	have	realized	that	
my job is not to catch limits every 
day but provide the atmosphere 
and the option in which we can 

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

4542 WIMPEYVILLE, BATH, IL 200-204 W. MAIN, HAVANA, IL

643 CR 500E, WILCOX LAKE990 IL HWY 100, ASTORIA, IL

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

Fishing Central Illinois with 
Reag’s Guide Service . . . cont.

catch limits and have a fun time 
experiencing and reminiscing on 
life.  My boat and myself are simply 
a hub for whatever people need 
that day.  I like to think that over 
my last six years of guiding I have 
learned something everyday on the 
water.  This year especially I have 
learned that most people just want 
to experience a good time together 

and that looks different in 100 ways 
but always it is fun.  Thanks to all 
you	who	have	filled	up	my	spring	
season and for letting me be a part of 
your memories on the water! If you 
have not yet gotten on the schedule, 
I would love to get you out on the 
water.  As always, I’m at 309-642-
8106 or centralilcrappieguide.com. 
Tight lines!
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cartridges. A 308, 30-06 and 7mm 
Remington Magnum or any of their 
clones may be ideaI. In Kentucky 
you have to have at least a .270 to 
hunt Elk and Black Bear, making 
the popular 6.5 Creedmoor illegal. 
Should I ever draw an Elk tag I will 
take the 7mm magnum and the 45-70 
Depending on the range and terrain. 
The 45-70 with the correct ammo is 
adequate for anything.
      The Extreme Penetrator bullet 
by Lehigh, is full metal construction 
but acts like a Soft Point or Hollow 
Point bullet. The unique nose design 
that looks like the front end of a 
Phillips head screwdriver, causes 
a liquid transfer inside the quarry 
resulting in a devastating wound 
channel. The law here says no Full 
Metal Jacket bullets, it should read 
no non-expanding bullets as the EP 
leaves most hollow points and soft 
points in the dust as far as terminal 
performance. Never ask a Game 
Warden, a What If question. Before 
I use one, I will sit down with the 

Director and insure it’s legal. 

 Have I changed my mind about 
the minimum cartridge for deer 
hunting? Not really, it depends on the 
shooter and the hunting environment. 
As far as deer hunting, I personally 
feel comfortable with any of my 
rifles	 from	 the	AR-15	 to	 the	 Henry	
45-70s. The Controlled Chaos 
bullets will put a Buck down just as 
fast with a 223 as a 7mm Magnum.  
Of course, you have to know your 
limitations, as this reminds me of 
what the Cherokee that taught me 
advanced shooting said, “It ain’t the 
arrow it’s the Indian.”  Pass it on.

For me I’m happy with this S&W AR-15 and 
a 5 shot magazine With the Underwood 

62 grain Lehigh Controlled Chaos bullets I 
most likely will only fire one.

Absolute Minimum . . . cont.

Left: Kent Ketter from Bath, IL is enjoying the Florida sun 
this winter and catching some nice bass along the way.

Right: Kent Ketter from Bath, IL with a nice bass 
caught while enjoying the Florida winter.

ROBERT & LINDY HIMMEL
CONSTRUCTION & PERSONAL 

PROPERTY AUCTION
TOOLS • FIREARMS & AMMO • BOATS
COLLECTIBLES • HUNTING & FISHING
SATURDAY MAY 7, 2022 AT 10:00 AM

AUCTION LOCATION: PALMER FLYING SERVICE
7757 AIRPORT RD., MANITO, IL 6154

309-253-2128
FOR A COMPLETE AUCTION LISTING AND PHOTOS VISIT

WWW.PALMERAUCTIONSERVICE.COM

Boats:  Handmade wood boat; Johnson 3 hp outboard motor; 18’ Lan-
dau Jon boat 18 hp Go-Devil Mud Motor w/Highlander trailer; 16’ Lan-
dau Jon boat 25 hp Johnson motor, Hummingbird fish finder, foot-con-
trolled trolling motor, power anchor winch; 16’ Landau 25 hp 4 stroke 
Suzuki motor (approx. 4 hrs.), Minnkota foot-controlled trolling motor; 
New Minnkota power drive V2 trolling motor PD45 digital maximizer

Guns & Ammo: Browning 20 ga. auto w/ gold trigger, Browning 16 ga. 
auto 2 ¾ Sweet 16 w/ gold trigger made in Belgium, Harrington 1887 
revolver, H&R Sportsman 22LR model 999 (new in box), Ruger model 
10/22 Carbine (new in box), Winchester single shot 410 model 37 w/28” 
barrel, Winchester single shot 410 model 37, Winchester model 12 nickel 
steel 16 ga., Browning Special Steel 2 ¾ 3” 12 ga. - Buck Special model 
24” w/ extra 32” barrel, Remington 870 pump 3” magnum 12 ga., Rem-
ington 1100 auto 20 ga. 3” magnum, Remington 22LR only
Winchester model 42 4.10 pump 3” full choke, Winchester 22L or LR 
model 290 with scope, Winchester Ranger model 120 youth 20 ga. Pump, 
Ithaca Gun Co. 12 ga. 2 ¾ chamber, full choke, auto, model XL 900, 
Browning 22LR, Browning Auto 5 (new in box), Ruger 22LR, Remington 
870 Express left-hand pump 12 ga. (new in box)

Firearms will be selling at 12:00
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Kingdom 
Timber and Lumber

RESOURCES TO BUILD GOD’S KINGDOM

• Mats
• Sawdust
• Mulch
• Firewood

STEVEN NASH
OWNER/APICULTURIST 

309-678-3093
STEVEN_NASH7@YAHOO.COM

BRENDA - 309-357-9607
6576 ILLINOIS ROUTE 29, GREEN VALLEY, IL 61534

Buyers Of:
 Timber and 
Timber Land

LOCAL HONEY
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & Custom 
Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS



WALNUT TIMBER BUYERS
ILLINOIS’ PREMIER LOGGING CONTRACTOR

www.walnuttimberbuyers.com
309.369.9524


