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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

TRUCK BED & ACCESSORY SPECIALISTS

www.kgmequipmentsolutionsil.com

8699 Arenzville Road
Beardstown, IL 62618

(217) 323-4548

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

INCLUDE:

• Welding Service

•  Truck Bed Sales and 

Installation

•  Truck Tool Box and 

Storage Installation

•  Truck Bumper and 

Lighting Installation

•  Trailer Sales and 

Service

•  Sandblasting Truck 

Frames, Trailers

We Offer Martin 
Aluminum 
Customizable 
Service Bodies. 
For more info 
call us at 
217-323-4548!
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309-333-2177
Custom Logging, Land Management 

& Habitat Rehabilitation
“We log for you on your terms!”

We are now scheduling free timber estimates for the 2022 tree harvest season!

HABITAT REHABILITATIONHABITAT REHABILITATION
Strategic habitat consultation & planning • Biodiversity Recovery

Wildlife Conservation • Environmental Protection • Post Fire Regeneration
Landscape Restoration • Strategic good plot planning services

CUSTOMIZED LOGGINGCUSTOMIZED LOGGING
•  Selective Tree Cutting (Market Desired Trees at 

this time include: White Oak & Walnut)
• Contractual Timber Work
• Free Timber Appraisals 
• Forestry Improvement Recommendations
•  Partnered export companies can provide options 

to have your timber bought STANDING (contract 
requirements with this option)

LAND MANAGEMENTLAND MANAGEMENT
•  Sustains productivity & longevity of timber
•  Strategic Maintenance planning can and will 

assist in the allocation of your land resources
•  Post tree harvest restoration services available
• Invasive Species Control
• Water Resource Management
•  Eco-tourism projects (for example strategic 

trail mapping & land development)

AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! 
CALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATECALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATE

10 YEARS
RECREATIONAL LAND MANAGER

9+ YEARS
AS A LAND BROKER 

83% GROWTH
IN SALES VOLUME FROM 2019-2022

A LIFETIME
OF NETWORKING IN  

FULTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Prior to real estate Matt managed 3,000 acres 
of private land. He has extensive knowledge 
in habitat management, wetland design and 

development. He still uses this knowledge  
to help clients improve their land.

With over nine years in real estate, Matt Cox knows 
that each transaction is unique and his experience 

enables him to help navigate both sellers and 
buyers through all stages of the transaction.

Matt specializes in hunting land, farms,  
waterfront and rural homes. He has become  

the LandGuys “in-house” expert for  
waterfowl properties.

Matt has built a deep local network  
in Fulton county and surrounding  
counties that is integral for both  

buyers and sellers.

OUR PASSION & EXPERIENCE 
GET SELLERS RESULTS

LandGuys.com | 

LOCAL EXPERTISE WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN

©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
WESTERN ILLINOIS LAND BROKER
309.221.1764 | matt@landguys.com

Matt Cox



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:

ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway

Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER

missywalker1974@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
Dan England with a couple of nice 
Lake Shelbyville crappie. Thanks 

to Matt England with England 
Expeditions for sharing this great 

photo. Call Matt for your next Lake 
Shelbyville fishing trip 217-520-3653.
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DRAKE’S BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! • ICE COLD BEER! 

Lawndale, IL

 There goes one of my favorite 
months of the year and it really 
wasn’t that exciting. I wait for the end 
of April and early May every year to 
find	those	elusive	morel	mushrooms.	
This year has been challenging. 
Since losing the area I have hunted 
since I was a kid, I had to try and 
find	 some	 new	 locations.	 I	 spent	
two whole weekends in Missouri 
walking	over	700	acres	trying	to	fill	

my bag full of shrooms to no avail.  
This year it just wasn’t meant to be. 
I never really got skunked but I was 
only	finding	five	to	ten	during	a	six-
to-eight-hour walk. I found plenty 
of good area for mushrooms, but it 
wasn’t in the cards for me this year. 
I probably only found a pound the 
entire season. 
 The last weekend in April I 
spent in Missouri, and it seemed like 
it was just starting at that time. We 
waited two weeks to go back, and 
the grass and weeds had grown so 
much it was insane. We were looking 
at our deer cameras and between the 
days of May 7th and May 10th the 
woods undergrowth quadrupled in 
size. We tried to hunt some north 
slopes hoping that they wouldn’t 
be so grown up but pretty much 
everywhere in the woods was knee 
high. So, on the Saturday May 14th 
I	ended	up	finding	eight	mushrooms	
and 89 ticks. Yes, you heard it. I 
counted them after the last weekend 
I was there I could swear I picked 
off 100 ticks. This year maybe the 
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WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, June 25 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, June 25 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
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ANDY’S 
CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

worst year I have ever seen for ticks. 
If you are heading to the woods or 
the lake, please make sure to wear 
your spray and keep your dogs 
protected from them as well.
	 During	the	first	weekend	in	May	
is our annual Lake Shelbyville trip. 
Lake Shelbyville is my favorite 
crappie lake in Illinois, and I am 
always excited to share the boat 
with my wife for the weekend. We 
arrived on Thursday early afternoon 
and loaded everything into our cabin 
and set for the Lithia Springs Marina 
to get our boat slip for the weekend. 
It is so much easier to just rent a boat 
slip	and	not	have	to	fight	the	crowds	

at the ramp to boat in and out. 
 We stayed at Lithia Resort this year 
and as always, the accommodations 
are top notch and very affordable. 
The group at Lithia Resort really do 
whatever it takes to make your stay 
memorable and enjoyable. 
	 The	first	thing	I	did	was	call	my	
friend and guide Matt England with 
England Expeditions. He is always 

First batch of Morel Mushrooms 
and some bonus Pheasant Backs.

Leah with a couple of 
Lake Shelbyville Crappie.



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

willing to share information on what 
they are biting on and where can 
you	 find	 the	 crappies.	 He	 also	 told	
me to use Tophat Jigs, Teddy Bug, 
and	 Lemonade	 colors.	 So,	 my	 first	
adventure was to stock up on Tophat 
Jigs and they didn’t disappoint. We 
tried many lures but the ones that 
caught	us	fish	were	from	Tophat	Jigs.	
Our	 first	 day	 there	 the	 temperature	
was near 50 degrees, and it was 
raining. Nothing new as every year 
we have taken this trip we have had 
rain. It was just a little bit colder than 
normal.	We	fished	shallow	and	deep,	
and	it	seemed	our	better	size	fish	we	
in 20 plus feet of water and suspended 
16	 feet	 down.	 Others	 were	 fishing	
shallow and were catching a few 
but	mainly	 the	 smaller	fish	 seemed	
to be coming from the shallows. We 
did	find	a	 few	nice	crappies	on	 the	
rocks that were over ten inches. We 
ended	the	first	day	with	21	fish.	We	
had some nice 11” to 12” crappie so 
we were excited for Friday to come.
 As Friday morning arrived it 
was raining, and it looked like it 
was going to rain off and on most 
of	the	day,	so	we	waited	for	the	first	
round of storms to get through the 
area and then we headed. It was a 
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OFFERING EXCITING 
AND 

MEMORABLE TRIPS 
from a few hours to an 
entire day in length, on 
the clean and beautiful 

Kankakee River - some of the 
best fishing and canoeing 

waters in Illinois!

Trips available 7 days a 
week & we can 

accommodate large groups!

REED’S CANOE TRIPS
907 N. Indiana Ave., Rt. 50

Kankakee, IL 60901
reedscanoetrips.com

very	cold	rain	the	fish	didn’t	want	to	
accommodate us, but we did end of 
with	fifteen	fish	before	we	decided	
to head back to the cabin to warm 
and up and dry off. 
 On Saturday there was a 
complete change the weather warmed 
up and the sun was shining. We had a 
hard	time	getting	the	fish	to	bite.	We	
caught a few here and there and spent 
all day on the water and ended with 
21	fish.	In	the	first	two	hours	we	had	
15	fish	and	over	the	next	6	hours	we	
only caught six more. 
 As Sunday rolled around one of 
our	groups	decided	not	to	fish	but	to	
get ready and head home. Leah and 
I	decided	to	go	fish	for	a	couple	of	
hours in the morning before heading 
home.	We	hit	 the	fish	 right	off	 the	
bat and as it did the day before after 
the	 first	 couple	 of	 hours	 the	 bite	
slowed down, so we decided to head 
for home. We had a great Mother’s 
Day weekend and I love to see my 
wife	catching	fish.
 I did have a master of disaster 
moment at Lake Shelbyville during 
our trip. When we boated in on 
Thursday, I realized I forgot to put 
my plug in so I reached down into 
the water and put it in. As my wife 

and I headed up the lake to try one 
of our spots we stopped and started 
fishing.	After	about	15	minutes	I	look	
back and I see water in the boat. Leah 
looked at me and said, “You sure you 
put the plug in?” and of course I give 
her this look like “yea I am not that 
stupid”. After she said this, I got to 
thinking. Maybe I didn’t put the plug 
into the right hole. There is another 

spot back there for water to come 
out and as I thought about this I walk 
to the back of the boat and open my 
battery box. As I opened the box, I 
realized I was in trouble. The water 
was almost over the battery. I went 
into pure panic mode. In all of my 
years of owning a boat this had never 
happened.  The only thing I could 
think about is I have to get some 

My personal best crappie 13 ½”
Tim Conover with a nice crappie caught in a 

Fulton County strip pit.



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

speed to suck this water out of the 
boat. As we started out the back of my 
boat was literally an inch from going 
under the water. It took us a while to 
get the boat up and out of the water. 
There were a few minutes there when 
I looked at Leah thinking there was 
no way we get this boat up before the 
backend is completely submerged. 
Luckily, we caught it just in time and 
finally	was	able	to	get	the	boat	planed	
and the water sucked right out. 
 We headed back to the ramp and 
Leah went up to get the trailer. After 
we	finally	 got	 the	 boat	 out,	we	 had	
to sit there for twenty minutes letting 
water run out of the boat. We were 
lucky that it didn’t end much worse 
than it did. I used to laugh at friends 
who forgot their plug. I won’t be 
doing that anymore. I was a little 
scary to think that my boat was going 
down. Thanks to God that we made it 
out and now it just a good lesson. 
 As many of you know the 
original owner of Adventure 
Sports Outdoors Magazine Harry 
Canterbury passed away on Friday 
March 18th. Out of respect for the 
family I have waited a couple of 
months to talk about it. I wanted 
to give them time to grieve and get 
things lined up for his celebration 
of life. I met Harry back in late 90’s 

when I was producing sport shows 
and he was pushing the magazine. 
Harry was a very old soul. He 
reminded me of my grandpa. If you 
showed up to Harry’s house, you 
could bet he had a little work for 
you to do. One thing I always like 
about Harry is you always knew 
where you stood. If he had a beef 
with you, you would know. He 
didn’t beat around the bush he just 
said what he thought. Some thought 
this to be abrasive but I would 
rather know what people think than 
for them to talk behind my back. 
My father passed away at a young 
age, but I had time to prepare for 
it.	This	was	really	the	first	person	I	
actually hung out with that passed 
away, so it has been something new 
for me. I know one thing for sure 
is a person told me that the one 
thing that sucks about getting older 
is you start having to bury your 
friends. This has always stuck with 
me,	but	this	is	the	first	time	I	have	
had to deal with it directly. Here is 
Harry’s Obituary and if you would 
like to join us for his celebration 
of life on June 26th, please see the 
information listed below.

Harry Lee Canterbury, Port 
Charlotte FL – Harry L Canterbury 
68, died Friday March 18, 2022, at 
Select Specialty Care Hospital in 
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D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

Ft Myers, FL. He was born June 
26, 1953, in Peoria to Jack Wilbur 
and Betty Lou Canterbury. Harry 
married Catherine (Patterson) on 
August 3, 1985, in Sherman, IL. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents. His wife Catherine survives 
and three sons, Jeff J (Dawn) 
Canterbury of Petersburg, IL. Scott 
L Canterbury of Manito, IL and 
William L Canterbury of Peoria, 
IL. Grandchildren Jeff: Alexandra 
Canterbury, Great grandson 
William, Grace Canterbury and 
Hannah Canterbury. Scott: Marisa 

Canterbury, Great grandson Teegyn, 
and Blaytn Koonce. Maternal Aunt 
Lois Sunderlund, AZ, paternal Aunts 
Ruth Moulton, IL and Barbara 
Griffith, AL. Harry started ASO TV 
show in 1994 on PBS station WTVP 
then created a monthly magazine 
in 1996 named Adventure Sports 
Outdoors. ASO TV can be seen today 
on YouTube.com at ASOMagazine 
and his Canterbury Tales can be 
found at ASOMagazine.com. Over 
the years, he hosted several Sunday 
morning radio shows. He spent 17 
years in the auto industry and 13 
years working for CAT. Harry was a 
26-year Mason, currently a member 
of Grand View Lodge #1112, Peoria 
Heights, IL and Moose Lodge of 
North Port FL. He was very musical 
singing, playing the bagpipes & 
trombone. A celebration of Life 
will be held on his birthday with 
graveside services on Sunday June 
26 starting at 2:30 pm in North 
Division of Springdale Cemetery; 
followed by private gathering at 
Kelleher’s in Peoria. Arrangements 
by Wright and Salmon Mortuary.

Continued on page 90

JUNE 24-26 KOLAR US OPEN SKEET CHAMPIONSHIP



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY • Closed Sundays
Pub Hours: Mon-Wed til Midnight • Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours: Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m. • Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

HONEY WALLEYE
•	2lbs	walleye	fillets
• 2 large egg
• ½ teaspoon salt
• ½ teaspoon black pepper
• 3 cups crushed crackers
• ½ cup canola oil
• Minced fresh parsley
• One lemon wedged

1.  In a shallow bowl, beat egg; 
add honey. In a shallow dish, 
combine crackers and salt. 
Dip	 fish	 in	 egg	 mixture,	 then	
in cracker mixture; turn until 
coated.

2.  In a cast-iron or other heavy 
skillet,	 cook	 fillets	 in	 oil	 over	
medium heat until golden and 
fish	flakes	easily	with	a	fork,	3-5	

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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Pattish Irish Stout, Peoria’s Premium Stout, 
Named after Pat Sullivan.

minutes on each side. If desired, 
top with parsley and serve with 
lemon wedges.

GRILLED WALLEYE WITH CITRUS BUTTER
•  2 tablespoons unsalted butter, room 

temperature
•  1/4 cup coarsely 

chopped, toasted pecans,  divided
•  2 teaspoons orange juice
• 1 teaspoon fresh chives
•	12	ounces	walleye	fillets
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
•  1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black 

pepper

1.  Combine the butter, half of the 
pecans, orange juice, and fresh 
chives in a small bowl and mix well.

2.  Preheat the grill. Once hot, take a 
12-inch square piece of aluminum 
foil and cut 2-inch slits into it every 
2 inches. Spray it with a nonstick 
spray or brush it with oil and then 
place it on the grill.

3.		Put	the	walleye	fillets	on	the	foil	and	
sprinkle them with salt and pepper.

4.  Grill for 6 to 9 minutes. Top the 
fillets	 with	 the	 pecan	 butter.	 Grill	

for an additional 2 to 3 minutes; the 
fillets	are	done	when	the	fish	flakes	
easily with a fork and has reached 
an internal temperature of 140 F.

5.		Remove	 the	fish	from	the	heat	and	
sprinkle	the	fillets	with	the	remaining	
pecan pieces before serving.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph & Jason Vandervort
Owners

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
BY RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 The NRA Annual Meetings will 
be in Dallas, Texas, on May 27,28 
and	29.		There	is	a	fight	shaping	up	
for the Executive Vice President 
for the NRA.  That position is 
presently held by Wayne LaPierre.  
The challenger is LTC Allen West.  
How all this will shake out, I can’t 
say.  Whoever gets the job is in for 
a rotten thankless experience.  The 
requirements for the job are you 
must have a hide as thick as an 
elephant, are used to working under 
extreme pressure, be very smart, 
be able to command, and willing 
to argue with the mainstream press 

which is like explaining quantum 
physics to a bowling ball.  We 
will know more the week after the 
Annual Meeting which is when the 
NRA Board meets.
 Congratulations to Rock River 
Arms for winning the Golds Bullseye 
Award for their RBG-IS long range 
rifle.		The	rifle	could	be	classified	as	
a	custom	production	rifle	if	there	is	
such a thing.  I have never shot one 
of	these	rifles,	but	I	did	get	to	handle	
one at the SHOT Show last January.  
I love the trigger and smoothness of 
the	short	action	bolt.	The	rifle	costs	
about $4500 and come in .308 and 
6.5	Creedmoor.			This	rifle	produces	
half minute accuracy with factory 
loaded match ammunition. 
 Reading some of the reports 
using factory ammunition, one 10 
shot group was .3 minute of angle 
which is phenomenal.  Other tests 
verified	 these	 results	 using	 factory	
ammunition.  I can only imagine the 
groups a good hand-load could get by 
customizing the load for a particular 
rifle.	 	All	 the	 tests	were	done	using	
6.5 Creedmoor caliber.  When I was 
reading the accuracy reports, a vision 
of baseball announcer Harry Cary 
yelling “Holy Cow” popped into 
my head.  I have shot lots of Rock 

River	 firearms	 over	 the	 years	 and	
I have found them to all to be very 
accurate.  I think if Rock River made 
a slingshot, it would shoot 1 MOA.
	 Inflation	 has	 gone	 up	 8.2%	
this year already and is bound to 
climb	 higher.	 	 Inflation	 is	 eating	
into everyone’s budget.  I don’t 
think	 firearms,	 ammunition	 and	
accessories for hunting and target 
shooting are exempt.  If you are 
interested in purchasing anything in 
any of these categories, I would do 
it now.   The cost of fuel to deliver 
anything goes up daily.  Later this 
summer, there are predictions of 
rationing diesel fuel.  The way to 
relieve	 this	 inflationary	 pressure	 is	
to produce more but the political 
agenda of the left is preventing 
that from happening.  I know it is 
only May, but hunting season is not 
that far away.  I would stock up on 
shotgun shells as soon as you can.  
If you have some on hand, you don’t 
need to worry about it.
 We have all been suffering 
from acute cabin fever, but we have 

finally	made	it	outside.		
Of course, nothing 

is perfect.  Waiting 
for us this year 

is the greatest 
infestation of ticks 

Illinois and the rest of 
the country has ever experienced.  
The cause is the wetter than usual 
spring.  In recent years, more ticks 
are surviving because of a warmer 
winter.  Last winter was cold here 
but not everywhere.  Ticks’ main 
mode of transportation seems to be 
on migratory birds.  Ticks are blood 
suckers	 and	 birds	 fill	 the	 bill	 quite	
nicely.  While we are all happy to 
see	that	first	robin	in	the	spring,	they	
also are bringing some unwanted 
guests to your yard.
 The types of ticks in Illinois 
and other Midwestern states have 
increased.  We used to have the 
deer tick and the dog tick, not that 
those weren’t nasty enough.  They 
carry Lyme Disease which can 
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FOR SALE - CALL FOR DETAILS



be deadly.  I knew a woman in 
Wisconsin who contracted Lyme 
Disease and it eventually killed her.  
Now we have new or newer species 
of ticks such as the lone star tick, 
black legged tick, the gulf coast 
tick, and now, the Asian longhorned 
tick is headed our way from the east 
coast.  The Asian longhorned tick 
can reproduce without a mate.  The 
black legged tick is associated with 
Powassan virus which can cause 
encephalitis and meningitis.  Half of 
those who survived Lyme Disease, 
encephalitis	 (inflammation	 of	 the	
brain)	and	meningitis	(inflammation	
of the spine) suffer from lifelong 
disabilities.  A couple of tick species 
are hunters.   Any of the ticks we 
have had in the past would wait on 
grass, brush, or drop out of low tree 
branches to get to you.  Gulf Coast 
ticks and lone star ticks will actually 
hunt you.  The lone star tick will 
give you a lifelong allergy to red 
meat, known as alpha-gal syndrome.  
Dog ticks belong to the Rocky 
Mountain Spotted Fever group of 
ticks and carry all kinds of nasty 

diseases.  While ticks are a problem, 
they can be avoided by always using 
insect repellent with lots of DEET.  
Remember, your pets can get ticks 
also and bring them home to you.  
Make sure they are protected.  Ticks 
are becoming more common in 
people’s yards, so remember that.  
Ticks will be at your next cook out.  
If	you	find	a	tick,	get	it	off	you	right	
away.		Keep	the	tick	for	identification	
purposes so the doctors have an idea 
of what they are dealing with.  Go 
to a prompt care if your own doctor 
can’t see you right away.  A few 
years ago, I got back from the range 
and found a tick just in my hairline 
on the back of my neck.  I called my 
doctor and she got me in right away.  
I was on antibiotics before I left her 
office.	Always	keep	insect	repellent	
with you in your vehicle and in your 
shooting bag.
 Coyotes are an invasive species 
that have adapted very well to form 
urban and suburban environments.  
They are well known for eating 
small dogs and cats for some time.  
They have also been known to 
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attack small children.  Recently, 
in Dallas, Texas, a two-year-old 
was attacked while sitting on his 
family’s front porch.  In Vancouver, 
British Columbia, 45 people were 
attacked by coyotes in 2021.  There 
are those who like coyotes, but I 
am not on that list.  I suggest a dose 
of buckshot or hollow point to thin 
them out. 
 A three-judge panel of the 
Ninth Circuit has struck down a 
California law that bans the sale of 
semi-automatic	firearms	to	qualified	
citizens between 18 and 20 years 
old.  The courts have ruled that 
a U.S. citizens civil right is fully 
vested at the age of 18.
 The Biden Administration is 
using the Department of Justice 
(DOJ) and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(BAFTE) to attack Federal Firearms 
Licensees (FFL).  According to the 
Second Amendment Foundation, 
license	 revocations	 are	 up	 500%.		
The cause of these revocations are 
minor mistakes people have made 
filling	out	the	4473-firearm	purchase	

form.  The Biden Administration 
would have us believe these are 
rogue	firearm	dealers	but	that	is	not	
true.  I expect a press conference 
one of these days claiming how 
tough they are on rogue dealers.  No 
one is saying they want dealers who 
violate the law.  The real purpose of 
all this is harassment and to make 
it	 harder	 to	 buy	 a	 firearm.	 	 If	 you	
are a dealer, be sure to check your 
paperwork.  Many of the larger 
stores are using computer-based 
forms that won’t let you move on 
to the next question if you skip a 
box.  I suspect this is what all this 
is coming to.

ISRA.org



 Lake Shelbyville has some of the 
best	fishing	of	the	season	right	ahead	
of us for crappie and walleye!!! The 
crappie spawn this year was amazing 
and is in the tail end of it right now. 
The crappie that have spawned 
are now out in the open water and 
holding on timbers. The walleye 
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

FLATS, DROP-OFFS AND 
THE RIVER CHANNEL

have started just recently and they 
are very active and catchable. Multi-
species days of walleye and crappie 
are very common at this time.
 Lake Shelbyville has miles 
of	 flats;	 both	 crappie	 and	 walleye	
transition in and out of them chasing 
bait	fish.	Focusing	on	walleye	first,	

they can be found in the 4–10-foot 
water	 columns	 and	 when	 you	 find	
them, they are going to be active. 
Dragging a leadhead jig tipped with 
a piece of a nightcrawler is one of 
the best bait options. Another great 
option is using a minnow and I use 
a	floating	head	to	keep	my	minnow	
off the bottom. Speed of the baits 
can and will vary so be sure to use 
different speeds on your retrieval or 
trolling speed. Areas near a drop-off 
or the river channel are places where 
walleye transition from the shallow 
to deeper waters. Walleye can and 
will stay in areas for a while but 
always be mindful that they could 

have moved on to another area. 
Locating	baitfish	is	always	beneficial	
because	the	first	and	only	shad	hatch	
is now roaming around the lake 
trying to avoid predators. Two of the 
major predators in Lake Shelbyville 
are the walleye and sauger. With 
250,000	 annually	 released	fish,	 this	
really has the population trending 
upwards making Lake Shelbyville a 
true walleye and sauger destination. 
Regardless of what technique or 
bait option you decide to use when 
fishing	 for	walleye,	 always	 be	 sure	
to keep that net READY!!!!!
 The crappie spawn is coming 
to a close and the time to begin 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Breakfast Served All Day

Mon: – Sat: 6:00am – 9:00pm • Sun: 6:00am – 3:00pm
1988 IL -16, Shelbyville, IL 62565

(217) 296-3138



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!
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ORDER YOUR 
BOAT NOW 

BEFORE THEY ARE 
ALL GONE

fishing	the	open	water	and	standing	
timbers is here! Post spawn crappie 
will be feeding very aggressively 
and	 searching	 for	 the	 first	 hatch	
of	 baitfish	 either	 in	 the	 open	 or	
around standing timber. Crappie can 
and will be caught with multiple 
techniques and baits. Trolling for 
crappie is a great way to cover water 
and	 find	 some	 of	 the	 LARGEST	
schools of the year. In-line spinners 
tipped with a minnow is the perfect 
bait option while trolling because 
you can keep your bait just above 
the	water	column	the	fish	are	holding	

in. Be ready because when you troll 
through those large schools many 
times multiple rods can and will 
have	 a	 fish	 on	 them	 at	 the	 same	
time making this very exciting for 
everyone!!! Once you have located 
the	 fish	 you	 can	 also	 cast	 jigs	 into	
the schools for success. Typically, in 
waters deeper than 25-45 feet deep 
you can double rig your casting jigs 
and have a decent chance to catch 
two at a time. Charlie Brewer Sliders 
and TopHat Jigs Guppy Gobblers are 
two great plastic options for casting 
into those open water schools. The 

crappie holding on standing timbers 
will also be found in massive 
numbers.	 Baits	 for	 fishing	 timber	
crappie are going to be hair jigs 
and the Beetlejuice, Baby Slab and 
Spooky Hoggie Baits are three of 
my favorites. Live bait, such as 
minnows, are another great bait 
option	when	fishing	 timber	because	
that is what the crappie are actually 
hunting for. Vertical jigging and slip-
corking are two techniques to use to 
help catch some nice crappie. 
 Due to the fact the crappie and 

walleye are feeding on the same 
food source it is very possible to 
catch both species on the same trip. 
Regardless of the species you are 
fishing	 for	 primarily	 it	 would	 be	
worth trying for the other species 
for a while and see what you can 
produce. 
 To book a trip please call 
217-520-3653 or visit www.
englandexpeditions.com

CATCHING MEMORIES 
ONE FISH AT A TIME

CRAIG’S
SPORTING GOODS & FAMILY FUN CENTER

Fishing Supplies | Live Bait | Laser Tag | Batting Cage
105 E. Main, Shelbyville

(217) 296-2130
(217) 296-2146

Fine Cigars
Craigssportinggoods2@gmail.com

BARBER SHOP

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

ANTIQUES



this	 style	of	fishing.	We	run	bottom	
bouncers and spinner rigs on drops 
on line counter reels so my clients are 
more successful. I have thousands of 
offshore stumps marked on my GPS 
and we simply run right by them at 
different angles and speeds. Time has 
exposed the roots under the stumps 
and the walleye use them to hide and 
ambush from.
 We also park the boat on a drop 
off and cast Rippin Raps, Blade 
Baits, Jig and twisters or shad bodies. 
My favorite way to catch them.
 For the white bass we used 
to chase birds but it just doesn’t 
happen like it used to and the 
schools are much smaller. So 

14 Adventure Sports Outdoors | June 2022

	 I	 have	 guided	 on	 a	 Corp	 flood	
control reservoir for 28 years now--
Lake Shelbyville. You just get used 
to the lake elevations changing. 
June has me following the migration 
of walleye/sauger and white bass. 
Crappie are in post spawn and 
relocating to deep water. Still 
catchable but June is your best month 
for walleye.
 Walleye and white bass run up the 
Kaskaskia every year and attempt to 
spawn in the current. Once it just gets 
to warm up there in the shallow water 
they move back towards the lake and 
stop on every point from the 32 bridge 
all the way down to Skull Creek.
 I have my big tiller set up for just 

locating them by pulling spinners 
works well then if clients want we 
will cast for them especially if it is 
windy. They will get in inches of 
water	on	windblown	flats.	Another	
favorite way to catch them.
 These trips are the hardest to get 
as my clients contact me in January 
and take them. As of this writing 
I only have one left. They all are 
told this is not Canada and hundred 
walleye days are not possible. It is a 
big reservoir and we work our tails 
off all day to get about a dozen. But 
we throw in crappie and whites as 
well so still plenty of action.  My best 
day has been 51 legal sized walleyes 
and my very best day has been 18 
over	five	pounds	with	a	nine	pound	
kicker. Will never forget that day.
 The whites can be a different 

story and we routinely catch whites, 
crappie, walleye and sauger on the 
same guide trip. I have had plenty 
of days with over a hundred white 
bass and there is no limit so folks are 
packing the freezer.
 I love catching them so much that 
all summer I have very dependable 
points that they just live on and after 
our three limits of crappie we end the 
day with hitting a few of those points 

JUNE IS A CHANGE OF PACE

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIESCRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve WelchSteve Welch
(217) 840-1221(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.comwww.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com



MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIRMIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.comwww.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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and usually you get another 30-50 
fish	 to	 take	 home	 and	 boy	 are	 they	
good	fighters.
 What starts all this in June is 
two things. Water levels and water 
temps. You need enough water on 
the	 edges	 of	 flats	 that	 the	 stumps	
are	 sufficiently	 covered	 and	 about	
seventy degrees water temps we have 
our	first	of	many	shad	hatches,	then	
it is on which usually starts about 
Memorial Day or a little sooner. The 
Corp stops dropping the lake May 
15th and allows it to come to summer 
pool giving us enough water for this 
to happen.
 Before signing off I want to talk 
a little about how good the summer 
crappie	 fishing	 is.	 Slip	 bobbers	 and	
minnows gets everyone excited and 
boy do we catch them. I will have 
ninety days stretches of getting three 
limits of 45 crappie on every trip 
and on those trips I can get a third 
customer in since we have the big 
tiller and plenty of room. I carry 
about 25 dozen minnows, and we 
need every one of them.

LAKE SHELBYVILLE GUIDE

Crappie, Walleye & White Bass 
Guided Fishing Trips at Lake Shelbyville 

with Steve Welch
2022 Fishing Dates are Filling Fast 

Call today to Book Your Trip!
217-840-1221

fish@lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Lake Shelbyville Guide ONLINE STORE
Jigs, Lures, Brush Chubs, Tubes & More

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Spirit’s, Food, Live 
Entertainment

Full Bar with Food, 
Outside Dining on Patio, 
Weekend Food Trucks, 

New Entertainment Stage

Whether you are fishing for the 
big catch, cruising with friends 
through the coves, or tanning 

on your upper deck, Lithia 
Springs Marina is homeport for 

rest, relaxation and fun.

Boat Rentals, Sales and Service, 
Slips, Gas Dock, 

Ship’s Store, Bait and Tackle

“THE BEST MARINA 
BY A DAM SIGHT” 

(217) 774-4121 
www.lithiamarina.com



In the heart of historic Menard County, IL, 
RiverBank Lodge offers a unique and

 memorable lodging experience. Located 
on the southern edge of Petersburg, 

Illinois, on the banks of the Sangamon 
River. We are very close to Abraham 

Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic Site, 
as well as the Jim Edgar Panther Creek 

State Fish & Wildlife Preserve.
24 Guest Rooms, Lounge and Great Pizza!

RiverBank Lodge
522 S. 6th St. • Petersburg, IL

866.459.3040 • 217.632.0202
www.riverbanklodge.com

FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Use Custom Jigs Ice Jigs all year ’round

for bluegill, crappie, perch, white bass,

trout and more!

‘Gill Pill Glazba

Flu Flu Chekai

Use                        H2O and Draggin’ Jigs

right now on your favorite lake or river

for walleye, bass, perch and pike! 

Rig them with 

for whoppers!
AUTHENTX PLASTIC

H2O Jigs
(9 sizes, 19 colors)

Draggin’ Jigs
(3 sizes, 7 colors)

Ringworm

Moxi

Pulse-R

Ribb-Finn

WEEDS AND WALLEYE!
By Walt Matan

 Weedy lakes are synonymous with 
largemouth bass, pike, muskie and 
panfish...but	 what	 about	 walleye?	 You	
betcha. On a recent trip 18 years ago or 
maybe 17, I learned all about the weed 
and walleye connection from some guy 
in	Wisconsin	that	I	met	in	a	fish	cleaning	
house.
	 You	can	learn	a	lot	in	a	fish	cleaning	
house.
 Sometimes it’s a humbling 
experience as you plop your catch of two 
skinny walleye up on the counter while 
some	 local	 is	 filleting	 five	 fat,	 plump	
walleye right next to you. You sneak a 
few peeks, checking out his walleye and 
filleting	technique.
 I pried him for info: “Those are some 
nice ones, did you get them on the reefs?” 
“Nope, in the weeds”, he replied. “What 
you use, jig-n-minnow?” “Nope, jig-n-
crawler.” “That’s a pretty nice rig you got 
there”, he said, staring at my Lund on the 
trailer.	“Yeah,	but	boats	don’t	catch	fish,	
fishermen	do…	If	you	want	to	meet	me	
here in the morning, I’ll take you out on 
it.” So, the plan was hatched, I was going 
to learn something new from some guy I 
just	met	in	the	fish	cleaning	house.
 The next morning ‘Ol Joe met me at 
the ramp with his rod, a paper bag with 
a few jigs inside and a coffee can full of 
crawlers. They weren’t just any crawlers, 
they were supercrawlers that looked 
more like garter snakes than worms! 
 ‘Ol Joe explained that he buys 

crawlers in bulk, packs them in bedding 
and keeps them in his beer and bait fridge 
in the garage. Then, the night before 
going	fishing,	 he	 pulls	 out	 the	 crawlers	
he needs and puts them in a can full of 
iced well water in the fridge overnight. 
These crawlers will pump up into 
supercrawlers, twice their normal size. 
However, they are only good for the next 
day’s	fishing,	then	they	shrink	up.
 So off in the boat we went. We 
headed out to a windswept shore, and I 
slowed down the boat. Joe explained that 
there was a nice bed of coontail weeds 
that extended out to 10 feet of water. I 
checked it out on the locator and marked 
a GPS point. I kept the boat nose into the 
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wind and held it with the trolling motor. 
“Ol Joe was mesmerized by my fancy 
boatsmanship!
 We were parallel to the shore so 
that we could each get a good cast to the 
weed edge. ‘Ol Joe pulled out his secret 
weapon; a 5/32nd ounce homemade jig 
painted hot pink with his wife Betsy’s 
nail polish. He slid the supercrawler on 
the	hook	nose	first	and	fired	a	cast	to	the	

weed edge. I watched him as I rigged up 
and then the magic happened...
 Joe got a bite (I could see his rod 
tip jump) and opened the bail on his 
spinning reel and began to count. Then 
he closed the bail, reeled in the slack 
and set the hook. Soon a four-pound 
walleye was in the net. I looked over at 
him, dumbfounded. “The secret”, Joe 
quipped, “was to know when to set the 
hook!”
	 After	 a	 half	 dozen	 misfires	 on	 my	
part and two more walleye in the net for 
Joe. I broke down. “Joe I gotta see what 

B Fish N’s Bob Gillispie 
with a nice weed walleye!



Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
R E C E N T  T R A D E  I N S

C O M E  C H E C K  T H E M  O U T !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2001 Chevrolet Tracker 4x4 ..................................................................... $1,290
2003 Ford Explorer XLT, 4-door, 4x2........................................................ $6,830
2003 Ford F350 XLT, Supercab, DRW, 4x2 .............................................. $6,630
2004 Chevrolet 1500 Regular Cab, 4x2 ................................................... $5,480
2005 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 .................................................................... $4,570
2005 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................. $14,570
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 .......................................... $11,880
2006 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4 ................................................................ $7,270
2006 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $12,990
2006 Ford F250 XL, Supercab, 4x4 ........................................................ $10,470
2007 Ford Edge SEL, AWD ...................................................................... $4,980
2008 Ford F250 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4 ...................................................... $9,600
2011 Chevrolet Colorado, Crewcab, 4x4 ................................................. $9,440
2013 Chrysler Town & Country Touring ................................................ $10,230
2015 GMC 1500 Sierra, SLT, Crewcab, 4x4 .......................................... $34,880
2016 Ford Escape SE, 4x4 ...................................................................... $16,920
2017 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $35,690
2018 Ford F150 XLT Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4 ..................................... $49,930
2019 Ford F250 XLT, Supercab, 4x2 ...................................................... $38,220
2021 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................... .$55,870

June 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  17

Walt Matan is the chief lure designer for 
Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish N Tackle. 
To find out more about B-Fish-N Tackle’s 

line of AuthentX Plastic, H20 Jigs, 
B3 Bladebaits and Draggin’ Jigs go to 

www.bfishntackle.com or you can 
link to it via www.customjigs.com 

Also, be sure to follow/like Custom Jigs 
& Spins, B-fish-N Tackle, Walleye College 

and Walt Matan on Facebook for 
some up to the minute info.

you are doing.”
 So, I handed him my St. Croix rod 
and he cast it to the weed edge. “You 
want to cast about two-foot into the weed 
edge and get the jig stuck in the weeds. 
You reel up until the line gets tight and 
then jiggle it until the jig pops free. 
That’s when they strike.” 
 After a few more casts, Joe got a 
bite. The rod tip bounced, and he opened 
the bail. “So now you need to let the 
walleye eat the worm. I like to count to 
ten: one Mississippi, two Mississippi...
ten Mississippi. Now hold my hand and 
let’s see if the walleye is on.” “Joe, I 
don’t know you that well.” “Just hold my 
hand	if	you	want	to	catch	a	fish,	ya	bum.”	
So, I held Joe’s hand and sure enough, 
felt some nibbling and Joe opened the 
bail. “He’s not ready yet, so now I’m 
gonna	 count	 to	 five;	 one	 Mississippi,	
two	 Mississippi...five	 Mississippi.”	 Joe	
reeled up, I held his hand again and now 
could feel a steady pull and Joe slammed 
the hook home! Then he handed me my 
rod	so	I	could	reel	a	fish	 in,	which	was	
nice of him.

 Six hours and two dozen walleye 
later, I had a technique that would work 
in every weedy lake that holds walleye.
 Fast forward to 2011. Custom Jigs & 
Spins president Bob Gillispie purchases 
the B Fish N tackle company. Since 
I’m now the chief lure designer for 
Custom Jigs & Spins ice products, it’s 
only natural that I help develop some of 
B-Fish-N products also. I checked out 
the B-Fish-N H20 jigs. These babies are 
as good as it gets, they come in a variety 
of weights including the magical 5/32 
ounce weed walleye magnet. 
 Not only that, but there is also a hot 
pink color, that is the same as Ol Joe’s 
jigs	 and	 his	 wife	 Betsy’s	 fingernails!	
If that’s not enough, they have a wire 
keeper molded into the jig that will hold 
that supercrawler tight to the jig head, 
without the walleye pulling it loose. 
Finally, each H20 jig is stamped with its 
weight right on the underside, so it’s easy 
to	find	the	right	size	every	time!
 I tested these babies out on several 
weedy Northern Wisconsin lakes with 
some supercrawlers and they really 

produced.	You	definitely	need	to	try	this	
technique out for yourself next time you 
are in walleye country on a weedy lake 
and	 don’t	 be	 shy	 in	 the	 fish	 cleaning	
house, you just might learn something 
new yourself!
	 To	 find	 out	 more	 about	 B-Fish-N	
Tackle’s line of products call 1-800-831-
5535 for a FREE 2022 tips and tricks 
catalog or view it all online at www.
bfishntackle.com or you can link to it 
via www.customjigs.com Also, be sure 
to	 like	 Custom	 Jigs	 &	 Spins,	 B-fish-N	
Tackle and Walt Matan on Facebook for 
some	fishy	info.

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

A Supercrawler rigged on a Pink H20 jig 
slipped thru the weeds produced for Walt

A pink 5/32 oz H20 jig is hot for walleye 
(note the wire keeper behind the head 

which holds bait tight on the hook)



JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com

afternoon.  Between the two of us we 
manage to put several meals in the freezer 
in the months of April and May.
 We were hunting close to home in 
Illinois one morning and decided we would 
fish	 that	afternoon	close	 to	home,	 too.	 	We	
launched our little 2-man boat at about 4pm.  
We were both targeting largemouth bass 
with “Wacky Worm” rigs.
 CJ had gotten a new spinning reel for 
Christmas from Grandma Nancy and was 
anxious to try it out.  Since he does not yet 
have a spinning rod I put his new reel on 
one of my ACC CRAPPIE STIX.  These 
are	 designed	 as	 panfish	 rods,	 but	 CJ	 was	
wanting to try-out his new reel.
 We found a couple of spots where shade 
was already on the water and focused our 
efforts	there.		CJ	struck	first	with	a	14-inch	
bass.  I followed with a couple of “dinks,” 
then CJ hooked-up again.
 But this was no bass.  It was a solid 
14-inch black crappie.  I told him to keep 
that one.  Three casts later he caught a bull 
bluegill.  Right then and there I “stopped 
the presses.” Within minutes I had re-rigged 
both	of	us	for	panfish.
	 CJ	was	 already	panfish	 rigged	 except	
for his bait.  This would be the perfect time 
for me to try some new jigs I discovered 
last winter. BRUSHPILE JIGGS are what 
we decided to try.
 So with BRUSHPILE JIGS and ACC 
rods we went to work.  CJ’s work was 
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 Anyone who follows my material with 
any regularity at all recognizes the name of 
Connor Dietrich, my youngest Grandson.  CJ 
is	 becoming	 a	 truly	 proficient	 outdoorsman.	
Now with 4 gobblers and a deer to his credit, 
he has recently been named a Youth Pro Staff 
Member for WGO OUTDOORS. Please 
subscribe to WGO OUTDOORS on You Tube.
 Over the past 3-years our springtime 
routine has become consistent.  We hunt 
gobblers	 in	 the	 morning	 and	 fish	 in	 the	

catching…mine was keeping him in the 
water	by	dealing	with	his	fish,	which	were	
coming quickly.
 My young angler’s favorite color of 
BRUSHPILE JIGS turned out to be “Ragin 
Cajun.”
 He was hammering with them.  I was 
using	 the	 “snowflake”	 pattern	 and	 doing	
pretty well myself.
 When I met Lee Sharp, owner of 
BRUSHPILE JIGS he was providing jigs in 
14 colors.  He was, at that time, getting ready 
to launch 10 new colors in 2 different sizes.
 I then caught a small bass.  Minutes later 
CJ caught a 2-pound largemouth.  “I really 
like	these	baits,”	my	young	fisherman	said.
 We caught and released a ton of smaller 
fish	 in	 the	 next	 2-hours.	 	 We	 also	 kept	

enough big bluegill and very nice crappie 
for a great meal.  Thank you Grandma 
Nancy for that, as well.
 So now in the springtime when morning 
gives way to afternoon, Connor Dietrich 
trades his shotgun and 4-Play Box Call for an 
ACC CRAPPIE STICK and BRUSHPILE 
JIGS.  That gives him all day success.
 To learn more about BRUSHPILE JIGS 
go to brushpilejigs.com, e-mail Lee Sharp 
at bpjs@gmail.com or call 217-712-FISH.  
To	 find	 out	 all	 the	 good	 details	 on	 ACC	
CRAPPIE STIX contact my good buddy 
Andy Lehman at acccrappiestix.com and on 
Facebook or call him at 618-316-4010.
 For regular and constant outdoor 
content Like and Follow MIKE ROUX 
OUTDOOR ENTERPRISES on Facebook.

ALL DAY 
SUCCESS
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

Connor Dietrich does not even take time to 
change out of his turkey hunting camo to 

start fishing in the spring.  
(Photos by Grandpa Mike)

The combination of ACC CRAPPIE STIX 
and BRUSHPILE JIGS is hard to beat in 

the springtime, or any time of year for that 
matter.  (Photo by Mike Roux)
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MERCER OPEN ALL- SPECIES 
FISHING TOURNAMENT JUNE 24-26
 It is summertime, a time to get 
together with family, friends and 
when the kids need something to do, 
what better way than coming to a 
destination where there is something 
for	 everyone;	 fishing,	 atving,	
shopping, hiking, sightseeing, and so 
much more. Everyone loves to take 
out the boat, enjoy the sun, and put 
a few lines in the crystal-clear water. 
Mercer, Wisconsin is the perfect place 
to enjoy the 214 lakes in our area and 
the Turtle Flambeau Flowage; the 
possibilities are endless on places to 
go	 fishing.	 Whether	 spending	 time	
with family or friends, everyone can 
participate in the Mercer Open All-
Species Fishing Tournament, which 
can be done in the canoe or kayak 
division or the open divisions, which 
includes any other type of boat! It is 
a catch and release tournament that 
is fun and easy for everyone to enjoy 
while spending time on the water! 

 The Mercer Area Chamber of 
Commerce has reinvented our Can-
Yak Fishing Tournament by creating 
the Mercer Open All-Species Fishing 
Tournament on Saturday, June 25 
and Sunday, June 26, 2022. The 
tournament has one division which 
allows	anglers	to	fish	only	in	canoes	
and kayaks; the other division is open 
for all other types of watercrafts. The 
Mercer Open All-Species Fishing 
Tournament is a family-friendly 
tournament that allows Anglers to 
enjoy	two	days	of	fishing	on	the	lakes	
and rivers of southern Iron County, 
Wisconsin in canoes/ kayaks or any 
other type of water vessel while 
competing in a catch-photo-release 
style tournament. 
 The event kicks off on Friday, 
June 24 with registration and Meet 
& Greet from 5- 7pm. On Saturday, 
registration continues at 6am 
followed by a rule meeting at 6:30am. 

The tournament begins 
at 6am. Fishing for 
the day ends at 3pm 
and participants must 
report their catches 
by 4:30pm. A cook-
out follows catch 
validation on Saturday evening and 
is open to the public. On Sunday, 
more	tournament	fishing	takes	place	
from	6amNoon,	with	fish	validation	
by 1pm, followed by appetizers, 
awards,	and	raffle	drawings.	
 Registration is now open for both 
individuals and teams. The cost is $55 
per	person,	but	kids	under	18	fish	for	
$20, if they participate with an adult. 
All participants will be registered as 
individuals to compete for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place prizes.2 
 There will be a reporting “bag 
limit” of a baker’s dozen per day 
of	 which	 up	 to	 9	 can	 be	 panfish	
of any species and up to 4 can be 

game	 fish	 of	 any	 species	 (musky,	
walleye, bass, northern). Four points 
will be awarded per inch of length, 
regardless of species (one point per 
quarter-inch). 
 The Mercer Open All-Species 
Fishing Tournament is organized 
by the Mercer Area Chamber of 
Commerce with the help of local 
sponsors and volunteers. For 
information on registration, cost, 
activities, and times, please visit 
MercerOpen.com, call the Mercer 
Area	Chamber	 of	Commerce	 office	
at 715.476.2389, or email info@
mercercc.com



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection
Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 

Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 335-7126

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Harry Sokhi, Owner
Email: pb.harry3@gmail.com

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

LEWISTOWN MART

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 People have been absolutely 
crazy about a negative aspect of AR 
guns.  This is especially the anti-gun 
people; yet almost everyone is unable 
to tell you what “AR” really stands 
for.	 	Most	will	 say	 “assault	 rifle”	 or	
“automatic	rifle”,	neither	of	which	 is	
true.  This article will give a little bit 
about what the AR is really all about, 
and talk about a few that I own, and 
how they are used.
 First let’s get the “AR” part out 
of the way.  The letters “AR” means 
ArmaLite	 Rifles.	 	 The	 AR-15	 and	
AR-7 were designed by Eugene 
Stoner.  The AR-7, which actually 
was A-7 was made by American 

Rifles	 and	 used	 as	 a	 self-contained	
survival	 rifle	 by	 pilots.	 	 The	AR-15	
design came about in the 1950’s and 
was later adapted to the famous M16 
of the Vietnam War Era.
 AR-7 has changed hands a few 
times.  In the 1970’s it was owned by 
CharterArms, which had it until 1990 
when a company called Survival Arms 
took it until 1997.  At that time Henry 
Repeating Arms took the design to 
make	the	Henry	AR-7	Survival	Rifle,	
of which I have one of these “fun 
type” shooters.
 The AR-7 is that perfect type 
of	 rifle	 that	 fully	 breaks	 down	 and	
is stored in the butt stock – 2 to 3 

WHAT IS AN AR?
magazines, receiver, barrel and all.  It 
even	floats	and	is	waterproof.		This	is	a	
semi-automatic,	like	all	non-modified	
ARs, that uses 8 round magazines.  
Henry even has a survival bag in 
which it can be carried, but I’ve also 
found	 it	 to	 fit	 perfectly	 into	 a	 M48	
Bug Out Bag.
 A true AR-15 can only be called 
by that name by one company – 
Colt.  While the patents have expired 
Colt still maintains ownership of the 
trademark AR-15.
  Take a look at other names used 
by companies.  While people call them 
ARs they are only that by similarity 
in design.  To illustrate this fact let’s 

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

take the ones that I own.  First is the 
Henry of which I just spoke, then the 
Smith & Wesson, which is M&P15 
and M&P15-22, and lastly the ATI 
Alpha15 and GSG1610 or 1622.
 Most think of the AR as being a 
caliber of 5.56/223.  Actually, there 
are many that are 22 caliber, such as 
four of the six that I’ve mentioned so 
far.  The AR design is very neat to have 
as a 22-target shooter and plinker.
 One of the big advantages, 
especially for target shooters, is the 
ability of adding sighting accessories.  
True, lights can be added to the rails, 
but I’m talking about various sights.  
You can place sights like a red dot, 
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ATI’s GSG1610 – 22 caliber (left) and Alpha-15 – 556/223 (right)



JAMES STOTLER - Manager
Formally GCR Tire Center

Office 309-343-1141
james.stotler@pompstire.com

1861 Knox County Highway 9
Galesburg, IL 61401

www.pompstire.com

of which I have Feyachi red/green 
dot, scopes and pop up Magpul 
peep sights.  These are all precisely 
adjustable, which makes it great for 
target shooting.
 From my experience, starting with 
an M16 in the 70’s, they can be made 
more accurate for standup shooters 
with a 2-point sling.  You place your 
elbow and backside of the bicep into 
the sling and push it out with the arm to 
steady	the	rifle	much	more	than	if	free	
standing without a brace of any sort.
 AR-15 styles can be used for 

hunting with whatever caliber you 
use, but with the 22 it is fantastic for 
having a lot of fun at the range, as well 
as in competition.  It can also be a good 
teaching tool for a regular 556/223 
version.  The design is lightweight, 
and for states where legal, can have 
larger capacity magazines.
 Magazines bring up another point.  
It has been said, “Why does a person 
need a large capacity magazine over 
10 rounds?  Are they that bad of a 
shot?”  Quick answer for a target and 
competition shooter is – “You don’t 

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
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need to reload as often”, which can be 
critical in a timed competition.  It also 
helps	for	people	like	me	when	filming	
a Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ video, and perhaps 
trying to see how a gun performs with 
mixed types of ammo, or not wanting 
to	stop	filming	just	to	reload.
 When it comes right down to it, an 

AR	style	rifle	is	no	more	than	a	fancy	
designed Ruger 10/22, or Henry lever 
action	rifle	that	is	available	in	a	lot	of	
different calibers.  It just happens to 
have	 the	AmraLite	 Rifles	 name	 and	
Eugene Stoner design from years ago.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

KESTER’S WILD GAME 
FOOD NURSERIES INC.

Improving Wildlife Habitat for over 75 Years

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLANT 
YOUR FOOD PLOTS

PHONE: 920-685-2929
Fax: 920-685-6727

P.O. Box 516, Omro, WI 54963

• Perennial Mix’s
• Annual Mixes
• Clover’s
• Small Burnett

• Brassicas
• Chicory
• Alfalfa
• And a lot more

www.kestersnursery.com

Henry AR-7 Survival Rifle – 22 caliber, broken down in three pieces with magazine in receiver.

S&W M&P15-22 (left) and M&P15 (right)



FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217

Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am
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 It’s not bad enough that we’ve 
inherited all the other invasive species 
that someone, sometime thought 
were good ideas or would improve 
our wild outdoors, now we’ve got a 
newcomer. Well, a relative newcomer 
at least. We’ve endured the bush 
honeysuckle,	Asian	 carp,	 multiflora	
rose, kudzu, sparrows, autumn olive, 
henbit, Russian olive, and myriad 
other infestations but this newcomer 
has been coming our way for some 
time now. 
 Many of the southern and western 
states have had populations of 
armadillos for many years including 
Missouri to our west. It was thought 
that maybe the Mississippi River 
was keeping the population in check 
since crossing the river was a bit of 
a problem for a possum with armor. 
Maybe that was controlling their 

invasion into our neighborhoods 
or maybe it was something other. 
Whatever the controlling factor was it 
no longer seems to be effective. One 
was found here in my neighborhood 
some time back, but we theorized 
that it may have climbed up into 
a semi trailer or something of that 
nature and hopped a ride here from 
our western neighbors. 
 Looks like we’re going to have 
to cope with the newcomers just 
as we have with the other invasive 
species. It is speculated that the 
warmer climate conditions of the 
last few years also encourage the 
armadillos to expand their habitat 
ranges. As is the case with all of the 
invasive plants and animals, they all 
seem to be a “negative” in respect 
to our native species. They invade 
the spaces occupied by the native 
plants and are usually detrimental 
to the animals by competing for 

food sources or by actually being 
predators upon the animals or their 
eggs and/or offspring. 
 Not all the invasive species are as 
ugly as are armadillos. Some of the 
plants are rather attractive. Not the 
case of this critter. He falls into the 
same category as the turkey buzzards. 
They may both seem acceptable at a 
distance but upon closer inspection 
they are pretty repulsive. However, 
they may both have some redeeming 
qualities as they consume some of 
the trash found in nature that some 
other	species	find	incompatible.	
 The nine banded armadillo is the 
only one of many variations of the 
species that is found in the states. 
This name refers to the number of 
segments in the armor that protects 
the major portion of its upper body. 

When threatened they will draw up 
into their shell or armor thereby 
protecting most of their vulnerable 
parts. They have sharp claws and 
rather dull teeth that have no enamel. 
Mostly they feed on insects and 
such but sometimes raid the eggs 
of the ground nesting birds. Lots of 
people refer to them as a “possum 
on the half-shell” since the body 
resemblance is apparent. 
 If located in our immediate 
area, they should be avoided since 
they may carry leprosy. They are 
not a danger to us physically since 
they tend to feed at night and are 
pretty reclusive but physical contact 
with them should be avoided. Some 
sightings have been evident right here 
in east central Illinois and they seem 
to be getting more and more frequent. 
Our pets should be discouraged in 
contacting them for obvious reasons 
also. In some parts of the world the 
armadillo meat is eaten regularly but 
I	think	I’ll	stick	to	beef	and	fish.	
 Venture out into our natural 
environment and observe the 
changes	in	both	the	fauna	and	flora.	
Its very interesting and also good 
physical exercise.

ARMADILLOS INVADE 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS

SHADOWS ON THE WATER 
& IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow • davidsha@consolidated.net

JUNE 11TH & 12TH, 2022
Sat. 8:30am – 4:00pm  •  Sun. 8:30am – 3:00pm

Admission $2
FOLLOWING ALL COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Show is held at & hosted by 
Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club

21228 Yankee Lane, Chillicothe, IL 61523
All federal, state & local firearm ordinances & laws must be obeyed. 

Contact: Steve Risinger 309-208-1010

CHILLICOTHE SPORTSMEN CLUB
GUN & KNIFE SHOW

Like on Facebook & see web at: ChilliSportsmen.org
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 As society continues to progress and the 
reliance of self-procurement of food dwindles, 
why do people still hunt? The biological, 
economic and social contributions of hunting 
are well-documented but intrapersonal 
motivations are often not explored. For me, 
hunting is about slowing down and spending 
time in nature while exploring the natural 
world and all that it has to offer. As the 
burdens of modern society require more of our 
attention and require many of us to be stuck in 
urban settings for large portions of our lives, 
it has never been more important to spend 
time outdoors. Hunting provides the perfect 
gateway to the outdoors for my lifestyle.
 We at the Illinois Learn to Hunt program 
have	 seen	 this	 firsthand	 as	 more	 and	 more	
urbanites	 are	 looking	 to	 take	 their	 first	 step	

to becoming a hunter. Last year, the Illinois 
Learn to Hunt program conducted a survey 
of program participants to assess what they 
identify as a motivation to begin hunting. For 
many participants it was simple: spending 
time in nature. Many of these individuals live 
in suburban or urban settings and are simply 
longing for a new activity that allows them to 
spend times outdoors. 
 The desire to harvest your own food was 
the next most common motivation described 
by new hunters. While there are many nuances 
to this motivation (e.g., healthier meat, 
sustainably sourced), there was a common 
theme that became evident throughout 
various focus groups. That theme was nicely 
summarized by one participant: “For me, it’s 
less about the environmental impacts and 
sustainable harvest but it’s establishing that 
connection to my food and becoming a part of 

the process.” This thought process has become 
increasingly more common in recent years as 
humans have become completely dependent 
on food systems void of their control. Isolation 
from local food systems is a relatively new 
phenomena with much of human’s life-
history and early social gatherings revolving 
around building a community through food 
procurement and dining. 

 One motivation we expected to be more 
common was spending times with friends and 
family. In a similar survey, existing Illinois 
hunters cite spending times with friends and 
family as their most common motivation for 
hunting. We believe this dichotomy arises 
from the fact that many new hunters do not 
have anyone in their inner circle who hunts and 

that many new hunters often are completing 
this journey alone. Existing hunters have 
established and fostered a local community 
through the comradery of hunting. Some of 
my fondest memories of hunting are not about 
the harvest, but the time spent with people I 
cherish in my life. 
 While motivations are often personal 
and more nuanced than I’m giving credit for, 
I think it is important as a conservation and 
hunting community to focus on the additional 
intrapersonal	 benefits	 that	 hunting	 provides.	
Much of the hunting industry and culture 
focuses so heavily on the harvest of trophy-
quality animals as the reason to hunt, but that is 
such a relatively small aspect of many hunter’s 
viewpoints. Highlighting these personal and 
intrinsic values can help foster community, 
increase public support of hunting, and 
potentially bring new people to a lifestyle that 
will surely change their worldview. 
 Dan Stephens is a Hunter Recruitment 
Specialist with the Illinois Natural History 
Survey. The Illinois Learn to Hunt program is 
a statewide program designed to teach adults 
(18+) why, where and how to hunt a variety 
of species in Illinois. Visit Illinois Learn to 
Hunt for more information or to sign-up for an 
event near you.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration Program Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Project W- 147-T).

Tall Timbers MarinaTall Timbers Marina

532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644
Illinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose IslandIllinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose Island

Open: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pmOpen: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pm

(309) 241-7957(309) 241-7957
Stop by to spend the day or night…Stop by to spend the day or night…

Transient Slips Available!Transient Slips Available!
Gas available: 91 Octane, no ethanolGas available: 91 Octane, no ethanol

 Tall Timbers Marina is one of the  Tall Timbers Marina is one of the 
most unique marinas on the Illinois most unique marinas on the Illinois 

River boasting large decks and a screen River boasting large decks and a screen 
porch where you can relax and enjoy the porch where you can relax and enjoy the 

sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  
The Marina features 40 slips for boats up The Marina features 40 slips for boats up 

to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no 
ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have 

transient slips available for boats up to transient slips available for boats up to 
40’ for those just passing through.40’ for those just passing through.

Come Party on the Water!Come Party on the Water!
Enjoy 6 Draft Beers, Pizza, Enjoy 6 Draft Beers, Pizza, 
Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!
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WHY HUNT?
By Dan Stephens
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Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash

OPEN: 
Mon-Fri: 

5:30am – 9:00pm
Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
Sun: 7:00am – 9:00pm

 309-329-2929  
Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 
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 Hello again, friends. I hope 
this June is treating you well.  I 
was hoping to be informing all of 
you that my wife and I had baby #3 
as of when I’m writing this article, 
but we cannot say it yet.  We are 
hoping that baby girl arrives here 
soon and that her and Momma 
are doing well!  This has been the 
craziest season yet for me in the 
last six years of guiding.  I have had 
wind rain, snow, sleet, sunshine and 
everything in between from hot to 
cold to HOT.  Water temperature 
going from 65 degrees to 80 

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith

degrees in 48 hours… yes just two 
days!  That is some crazy weather, 
even for springtime.  I am looking 
forward to getting out this summer 
and chasing some white and yellow 
bass	 on	 Lake	 Springfield	 here	 in	
the next few weeks after the baby 
comes.  I agreed to stay home a 
couple of weeks after the birth to 
help Momma out and entertain 
the other two kiddos.  Speaking 
of other kiddos, I took a few days 
before the baby was born to get 
out with my other two kiddos and 
enjoy some time on the water with 

them trying to have a good time and 
make some memories!  Both of my 
kids	love	fishing.		My	son,	Crosby	
Fin, will stay around as long as 
he can help do something.  He is 
always quick to respond when you 
ask for help – “Me Help!”  He will 
be three years old in a few months. 
My daughter, Haddie Mae, will 
be	 turning	five	years	old	 in	a	 few	
months	and	is	a	fishing	machine!

 Today I got to spend the time 
with just my daughter, and it was 
fantastic.  Her love language is 
quality time and physical touch.  
Haddie loves hugs… haha.  If she 
knows you in the least bit, you 
have probably been bombarded by 
one of her big hugs when she sees 
you! I have been super slammed 
this spring and coming out of it, 
I am trying to enjoy some one-

The Guppy Gobbler is a distinctive, unique design because of its tail. It is a versatile 
bait that can give you two different modes of action without changing baits.

ORDERS YOURS ONLINE TODAY AT

WWW.TOPHATJIGS.COM



2003 Jeep Wrangler 4x4, Sport, Auto, Air, Removable Hard Top, Rust Free Texas Jeep, 133,000 Miles ..... .$14,999
2013 Buick LaCrosse, V6, Loaded, Premium 2 Package, Locally Owned, History Available, 161,000 Miles .....$9,999
2013 Ram Cargo Van, 3.6L V6, Ladder Rack, Tow Package, 141,000 Miles ........................................................ .$11,500
1990 Ford Mustang GT Convertible Fox Body, 5.0 V8, 5-Speed Manual, 25,189 Actual Miles .............$24,5000

S e e  A l l  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!
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Uhaul Rentals Available

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
205 East Main St. • PO Box 5 • Knoxville, IL 61448

309.388.0159

Mon-Fri 1:00pm-5:30pm • Sat. 9:00am–12:00pm
Closed Sundays

denise@knoxgreatoutdoors.com
Terry Howarter • Denise Shepherd

We Sell Below 
Retail All The Time!
If We Don’t Have It, 

We Can Get It 
Below Retail!

FFL Transfers • Les Baer Custom
Historical Armory • Rock River Arms
Many Brands of Rifles, 
Handguns & Shotguns!

New and Used Firearms, Live Bait & Trapping Supplies

Triple S Catfish Bait
(formerly Sonny’s)

Works Great on 
Rend Lake!!

Hoss’s Hawg Bait
Leeches, etc.

on-one time with my kids and my 
wife before this third kiddo.  My 
favorite Illinois state park is Jim 
Edgar Panther Creek.  I think it 
is the most well-maintained state 
property around Central Illinois 
and it is absolutely beautiful.  I 
took my daughter out to Prairie 
Lake today located in Jim Edgar 
Panther	Creek	 to	catch	a	 few	fish	
but really to just enjoy each others 
company and have a little one on 
one time.  We caught some nice 
bluegill, a few crappies, a small 
bass	 and	 one	 channel	 catfish.		
Haddie was all concerned that we 

were	catching	all	these	fish	and	I’m	
thinking to myself - that’s not even 
five	 percent	 of	 why	 we	 are	 here,	
sis.		I	take	my	kids	fishing	because	
I feel it’s important to get them 
outside in God’s beautiful creation 
and off the screens.  It’s important 
to learn a skill that you won’t soon 
forget. It is more fun than anything 
else she could do with me. We both 
love watching bobbers go down!
 As a child and young adult, 
I was taken to this state park by 
my grandparents and my parents.  
Maybe that’s part of why I love it 
so much? I remember Grandma 

trying to make us eat too much 
food while outside of cabin number 
five.	I	remember	my	brother	and	I	
riding bikes around looking for 
shore access. I remember getting 
annoyed that Grandma said we 
could	 go	 fish	 -	 but	 you	 have	 to	
watch your brother.  My brother 
and I are four years apart so when I 
wanted	to	fish,	he	wanted	to	catch	
bugs and frogs and tadpoles.  I 
soon realized that this could be to 
my advantage… let him have his 
fun and I could have mine and I 
would get free bait as long as he 
did not think he needed it as a 

pet! Ha!  It is almost still like that 
today with us.  He is now almost 
27 and I am 31. Some things never 
change, and I am okay with that!  
This place has a special spot in my 
heart, and I don’t mind switching 
it	 up	 and	 fishing	 old	 strip	 mine	
lakes	now	and	again.		It	fishes	way	
different than a power plant lake 
and I like that.  I hope that one day 
my children can come to this park 
and say you know my Daddy used 
to take me here.  
 I had a serious thought the other 

Continued on page 50



MARBLE EYES 
OFF THE EDGE

Dredging Up Structure Holding Walleyes 
Along the Deep Edge

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms and Amber Ronketto
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 The edges of deep structures and 
sharp sloping drops from the shallows 
into deeper water will hold walleyes 
for much of the year on all kinds of 
different waters. Some structures hold 
more	 of	 these	 fish	 than	 others,	 and	
there	 are	 specific	 presentations	 that	
are more effective as well. We’ll break 
down the best places to look and the 
hottest	methods	to	catch	a	mess	of	fish.
 
*Location
  Sharper sloping drops seem to 
hold more and bigger walleyes than 
others when they move to these kinds 
of spots. Look for complex structural 
elements. Break lines (drop offs) are 
prime places for walleyes to hold 
and feed, but irregular break lines are 
usually much better than strait ones. 
Breaks that twist and turn along their 
route usually hold more and bigger 
fish.	 Points	 harbor	 plenty	 of	 quality	
marble eyes too, but those with a 
very sharp drop off on one side and a 
more gradual slope along the other are 
typically the best bets. 
	 Shoreline	 banks	 hold	 good	 fish	
when they fall quickly, but irregular 
banks are much better than others. 
River and creek channels are great 
places	to	find	big	fish	when	they	drop	
quickly into the old creek or riverbed. 
The best spots have not only a sharp 
drop but an intersection with another 
channel too. Vertical or nearly vertical 
rock bluff walls that fall straight down 
into deeper water offer excellent 
places for marble eyes to hide. This is 

especially true when they have ledges 
that predators can hold in, to ambush 
passing prey. Bluff walls with turns 
or rockslides are also more attractive 
to	walleyes	 and	 other	 gamefish	 than	
featureless bluffs are.
 All of these marble eye holding 
structures are much better when 
they have various forms of cover 
present. Mid depth and even fairly 
shallow grass and weed lines along 
the shallower structures and up to the 
edge of the break can hold walleyes 
on the upper edge of the drop. Timber, 
logs, stumps and brush are utilized 
heavily at times. Boulders, broken 
rock, rip rap and other rock cover 
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Colby Simms caught this Midwestern 
marble eye off the deep edge.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, 
bass and billfish tournament champ 
and multiple circuit championship 
title holder, record holding guide, 

public speaker, award winning 
international writer and network TV & 
radiopersonality, and Owner of Colby 
Simms Outdoors LLC, offering custom 

lures & tackle, professional promotions, 
media services, seminars, and guided 
trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., 

Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com 
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com 
and follow them at: www.facebook.
com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro 

& www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsOutdoors. 
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attract more than their fair share of 
active	fish.	Boat	ramps,	bridge	pilings,	
docks	and	PVC	fish	attractors	that	are	
close to drop offs are also excellent 
for	attracting	and	holding	baitfish	and	
gamefish	alike.	
 
*Presentation
 Crankbaits, minnow baits and 
lipless crankbaits are a great choice 
for walleyes at any time of the year. 
Casting and trolling cranks and 
diving minnow plugs along the edge 
of structures near the depths is a great 
way	to	target	these	fish.	Choose	lures	
designed	to	be	fished	down	to	the	level	
of	 the	fish	or	slightly	higher.	Spoons	
and blade baits are great choices for 
structure loving marble eyes. These 
lures	can	be	cast	out	and	fluttered	down	
the slope of steep structures to tempt 
fish	 in	 a	 variety	 of	 activity	 levels.	
They also work great when jigged 
vertically	around	schools	of	fish	 that	
are holding on or next to structure. 
While more of a bass or pike lure than 
one for walleyes, spinnerbaits take 
plenty of eyes and some big ones too. 
Single blade spinnerbaits work best 
for vertical jigging, while multi blade 
versions are great for slow rolling 
along the edges of steep structures 
from the shallows into the depths.
 Jigs are a top option for walleyes 
holding on and near steep sloping 
structures. Wide gap jigheads from 
about one quarter to a full ounce in 
weight are excellent for targeting 
these	 toothy	 fish	 with	 both	 artificial	
and live offerings. Paddle tail shad 
style swimbaits, curly tail grubs, small 
reapers are excellent for walleye in 
combination with a jighead. When 
live bait is out producing plastics, 
lively shiners, chubs, and leeches are 

all pretty tough to beat. Nightcrawlers 
can produce very well at times too. 
We’ve had great success with glow 
in the dark jigs and glow in the dark 
soft plastics for walleyes in recent 
years, throughout the Midwest and 
Canada. You can even add a dead or 
live minnow, leach or crawler to a jig 
with	a	plastic	body,	when	the	fish	are	
taking larger offerings. 
 
*Get Out There
 Marble eyes hold on and off 
structures along the deep edge 
throughout much of the year, so be sure 
to give them a try this season. The only 
real mistake that a lover of the great 
outdoors can make is not getting out 
on the water or into the woods. Grab a 
rod, or a gun, or a camera and head out 
into the adventure that is time in the 
wild life passes us by far too quickly 

WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

Releasing a big walleye back to the depths.
Ray Simms and Amber Ronketto landed this hungry eye that 

snapped up both of their jig and crawler combos at once.

these days it seems, so make the most 
of it. Remember, get out there…



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker - Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

BASS FISHING HIGH AND 
MUDDY WATER

 After all of the heavy rains we’ve 
had	so	far	this	fishing	season,	I	guess	
some	 tips	 as	 to	 how	 to	 fish	 for	 bass	
when the water conditions are less 
than desirable are in order. If the 
weather patterns we’ve been having 
most of the Spring are any indicator 
of what we have in store for Summer 
here in Central Illinois, then we are in 
for a year of repeated high and muddy 
water. You can either sit home and 
watch	 the	 guys	 on	 TV	 fish	 for	 bass	
or you can get out there and try and 
capitalize despite the conditions.
 This month I am going to focus 
on several ways in which these high 
and muddy water conditions can 
work to your advantage. There has 
long been an old rule of thumb that 

Bass tend to move into the shallows 
during high water and that is very 
true.	Anyone	who	has	fished	on	either	
Clinton or Shelbyville Lakes knows 
how	 productive	 fishing	 the	 flooded	
willows can be! Initially you must 
distinguish which type of water you 
are in…if you can count the blades 
on the prop on your outboard’s lower 
unit, then you are in “clear” water. 
If you can barely see the lower unit 
itself, then the water is considered 
“stained,” and if you can’t see the 
lower unit for love or money, then you 
are in “muddy” water, and that is what 
we are focusing on this month.
	 The	first	step	in	targeting	any	Bass	
is to look for the “edges,” meaning 
weed lines, drop-offs, dead falls, sea 
walls …anything with an “edge” for 
bass to attack from beside, behind or 
along. This is also true in high and 
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muddy water! Look for the mud lines, 
meaning those areas where the stained 
water and the muddy water meet! This 
is often a very high potential spot to 
find	 bass	 hiding	 to	 ambush	 baitfish!	
Most lakes in our area tend to “muddy 
up” very quickly, especially after 
the kind of rains we’ve been having 
through most of Spring. Target areas 
on	your	lakes	that	have	banks,	flooded	
bushes, and fallen wood and look for 
the closest mud lines along those types 
of structure. Many times the mud 
lines are just a short distance from 
shore or just close to a stump or brush 
line. And you can just bet your last 
nickel that the bass is sitting relatively 
close to that line in the clearer water 
just waiting to pick off an easy meal 
darting out of or along the mud line.  
The reason for these lines is that there 
is generally a small drop off in the 

lake bottom just near the mud line/
clear water break, or the cover itself is 
causing the edge.

 
	 Target	 these	 fish	 with	 tight	
wobbling crankbaits like Shad Raps 
or even Floating or Suspending Rat-
L-Traps and Rattle Spots. If using 
spinnerbaits opt for a ½ to ¾ Oz 
Willow/Colorado blade combination 
or a single Colorado blade in very 
loud color choices like Chartreuses 
and bright Whites or even Florescent 
Reds. The Old-Timers at Shelbyville 
used to use a spinnerbait in a pattern 
called the “Shelbyville Special” and it 
featured a white lure head, pearl white 
skirt with a Florescent Red Colorado 
front blade followed by a Silver 
Willow blade. And many a big bass 

RUBY’S LANDING RIVER RESORT

RV HOOKUPS • LONG TERM RV SITES AVAILABLE
WE HAVE IT ALL KAYAKS, CANOES, CABINS,CAMPING, STORE, CHAPEL, PLAYGROUND, SHUTTLE

WHERE FAMILIES COME TO STAY, FLOAT AND CAMP

22474 RESTFUL LANE, WAYNESVILLE, MO 65583 • RUBYSLANDING.MO@GMAIL.COM 
573-855-9567• RUBYSLANDING.COM

Glass White Shad Rap



WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated

Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL

Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884

WaltsGarage@centurytel.net TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

309.353.AUTO
(309.353.2886)

fell for that presentation! Under these 
conditions, I prefer to use a 1/2 Oz 
short arm spinnerbait with a big single 
white Colorado blade with a solid 
white head followed by a solid white 
skirt. I will slow roll the lure along the 
mud lines and try to actually touch the 
weed edges or tips of the deadfalls, 
or bounce off the rocks stopping the 
retrieve and letting the lure ”Die” and 
fall momentarily after contact, only 
to start the slow retrieve again after a 
moment or two. This mimics a stunned 
baitfish	 that	 has	 struck	 an	 object	
and momentarily struggles before 
swimming again. An added feature 
is the way the big Colorado blade 
“helicopters” as the lure falls! This is 
a great trigger method and strikes can 
come during or just after the fall.   

 
	 Those	 of	 you	 fishing	 the	 small	
rivers	 and	 creeks,	will	 find	 not	 all	 of	
them have good high-water structure 
adjacent to the normal water level 

areas, but those that do have deadfalls, 
rocks and humps in the high water 
level, will still produce well! You guys 
should use the same lure selections as 
well as brightly colored swim jigs and 
swim	baits.	If	active	feeding	fish	are	not	
readily caught then opt for a sizeable 
jig and chunk or other plastic trailer 
in	 Crawfish	 colors	 of	 reds,	 browns,	
orange and/or chartreuse to pick apart 
the structure adjacent to the mud line 
for those tight to cover holding bass. 
They won’t turn down an easy meal 
dropped right in their faces! 

	 And	 whichever	 you	 are	 fishing,	
be it a lake or a small river or stream, 
don’t rule out a good top water lure at 
any time of the day along those mud 
lines. Great choices would be a Rebel 
Pop-R, Jitterbug or even a good old 
Hula Popper! And above all don’t 
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BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad

Scimitar Oryx • Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics

FULL TIME OUTFITTER SINCE 1984
OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Member Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

ALL FREE RANGE HUNTS

rule out a Buzzbait… the louder and 
noisier the better

   
 Give these tips a try while 
Mother Nature is trying her hardest 
not	 to	 cooperate	 with	 good	 fishing	
conditions and see if you don’t up 
your catch rates in high and muddy 
water. Should you need any new 
spinnerbaits like my short arm single 
blade favorite or buzzbaits, give 
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits a try! 
Contact me via my Facebook page 
or stop into Rt 24 Gun and Pawn in 
Bartonville and pick some up from 
the in-stock models Brandon has on 
hand!  Until next month, Good Luck, 
Good Fishing and hope see you on the 
water somewhere!

White on White spinnerbait

White on White Buzz Bait

Rattle Spot and Rat-L-Trap

Bryan Bridges a nice 
sheephead he caught on a 

recent fishing trip. Thanks for 
sharing with ASO Magazine.
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COLUMBIA, MO – The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) encourages the public 
to	learn	about	fishing	and	improve	their	shooting	
skills during upcoming programs offered in the 
Central Region.
 All programs require advanced registration 
and space is limited.
Upcoming programs include:
• Shotgun: Women’s Shotgun
Monday, June 6 from 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Prairie Grove Shotgun Sports in Columbia
This program is designed for women and 
will teach them the fundamentals of shotgun 
shooting. This class includes equipment, safety, 
stance, and shooting techniques. The event 
will begin in the classroom, then move to the 
shotgun range. Shotguns and ammunition will 

CONNECT WITH NATURE DURING FREE 
PROGRAMS OFFERED IN MDC’S CENTRAL REGION
By Jill Pritchard

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:

 BATTERIES FOR:
Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone, 

Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack 
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.  

We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!

When you think batteries…............THINKWhen you think batteries…............THINK

DEEP
CYCLE

be available, but participants may bring their 
own	firearm	and	ammunition.
Register at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/4i5
• Fishing Event: Pond to Plate
Thursday, June 9 from 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Cosmo-Bethel Lake in Columbia
Come	 join	 us	 for	 an	 evening	 all	 about	 fish!	
Participants	will	do	some	hands-on	fishing,	and	
later head to the pavilion to learn how to clean, 
fillet,	 and	 fry	 up	 some	fish.	All	 attendees	will	
then	enjoy	a	fried	fish	dinner.
Register at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/4iS
• Rifle: Family .22 Caliber Rifle/Pistol Shoot
Tuesday, June 14 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Rocky Fork Lakes Conservation Area in 
Hallsville
This program is designed as a basic course to 
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provide families an opportunity to become 
familiar with shooting. It is required to register 
each member of your family. We will provide 
.22	 caliber	 handguns,	 rifles,	 and	 ammunition.	
Participants may also bring their own. There 
will be a brief class covering safety, parts of a 
firearm,	and	fundamentals	of	marksmanship.
Register at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/4iT
 Families now have the option to link their 
children’s accounts to their own accounts, 
which will streamline the program registration 
process. Once a group account is set up, parents 
can register their children to an event without 
having to log-off and log-in for each individual. 
This option allows parents to register their 
entire family or select family members to an 
event at the same time. First, users will log into 
their	 account	 and	 click	 “My	 Group	 Profile,”	

then add family members to their account. 
Setting up a group account today can make 
program registration quicker and easier for all 
MDC events.
 For more information about events offered 
in MDC’s Central Region, visit https://short.
mdc.mo.gov/4iq.

SHIPPING CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604

MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-247-1639

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x4020 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

Families can take to the pond and have 
the opportunity to clean their catch during 
one upcoming program in MDC’s Central 
Region. Photo by Missouri Department of 

Conservation Photo.
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With over 10 excellent fishing lakes, miles of hiking trails, berry picking, With over 10 excellent fishing lakes, miles of hiking trails, berry picking, 

mushroom hunting, swimming pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.mushroom hunting, swimming pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.
Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, IllinoisCamping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

www.GamberCove.net

Enjoy 300 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

32 Adventure Sports Outdoors | June 2022

M&M MARINE Full Service boat dealer tor lishing boats, 
hunting boats, pontoon boats, and Jons. 

over 65 boats in stock 
WB arc adlal81·10t 

� �lS� ALUM�r
HONDA 
mARiinE 

' ,=-:- 8� Y: .. \l!: 

�1�2-7r�_I • mmma1,1ne1nc�GU_r_:_ 

GET HOOKED WITH MDC FREE FISHING 
DAYS JUNE 11 AND 12
By Jill Pritchard

JEFFERSON CITY, MO - 
The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) invites the 
public	 to	 get	 hooked	 on	 fishing	
through its Free Fishing Days June 
11 and 12. During Free Fishing 
Days,	anyone	may	fish	in	the	Show-
Me State without having to buy a 
fishing	permit,	trout	permit,	or	trout	
park daily tag.
 Free Fishing Days is an annual 
MDC event that takes place 
statewide during the Saturday and 
Sunday	following	the	first	Monday	
in June.
 Aside from not needing permits, 
other	fishing	regulations	remain	 in	
effect during Free Fishing Days, 
such as limits on size and number 
of	fish	an	angler	may	keep.	Special	
permits may still be required at 
some	county,	city,	or	private	fishing	
areas. Trespass laws remain in 
effect on private property.
 MDC reminds anglers in 
Missouri	 that	 fishing	 permits	 are	
required before and after June 11 
and 12, unless an angler is exempt 
by age or other factors. All other 

fishing	regulations	are	also	in	effect.
 Conservation makes Missouri 
a	great	place	to	fish.	Missouri	has	
more than a million acres of surface 
water, and most of it provides great 
fishing.	 More	 than	 200	 different	
fish	species	are	found	in	Missouri,	
with more than 20 of them being 
game	fish	for	the	state’s	more	than	
1.1 million anglers. Learn more 
about	fishing	 in	Missouri	 at	mdc.
mo.gov/fishing.
	 Want	 to	 learn	 to	 fish?	MDC’s	
Discover Nature – Fishing Program 
provides a series of free lessons 
throughout	 the	 state.	 All	 fishing	
gear is provided. Learn more 
at mdc.mo.gov/fishing/discover-
nature-fishing.
 Need	fishing	gear?	MDC	works	
with numerous libraries and other 
locations around the state to loan 
fishing	 gear	 for	 free.	Loaner	 gear	
includes	 fishing	 poles	 and	 simple	

MDC Invites the public to get hooked 
on fishing through its Free Fishing Days 

June 11 and 12. Get more information on 
Missouri fishing at 

mdc.mo.gov/fishing/regulations.

tackle box with hooks, sinkers, 
and bobbers. Worms, minnows, 
or other bait are not provided. 
Find MDC Rod and Reel Loaner 
Program locations at mdc.mo.gov/
fishing/get-started-fishing/rod-
reel-loaner-locations.
 For information on Missouri 
fishing	 regulations,	 fish	
identification,	and	more,	get	a	copy	of	
MDC’s 2022 Summary of Missouri 

Fishing Regulations where permits 
are sold, or online at mdc.mo.gov/
fishing/regulations.
 MDC’s free MO Fishing app 
can	 help	 anglers	 find	 the	 best	
places	 to	 fish	 in	 Missouri,	 access	
regulation information, identify 
fish	by	species,	and	more.	Anglers	
can also buy, store, and show 
fishing	permits	right	on	their	mobile	
devices. MO Fishing is available for 
download through Google Play for 
Android devices or the App Store 
for Apple devices. Learn more 
at mdc.mo.gov/contact-engage/
mobile-apps/mo-fishing.
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MDC REPORTS SPRING TURKEY SEASON 
ENDED WITH 36,251 BIRDS HARVESTED
By Jill Pritchard

JEFFERSON CITY, MO – 
Preliminary data from the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
shows that turkey hunters checked 
33,355 birds during Missouri’s 2022 
regular spring turkey season, April 18 
through May 8. Top regular season 
harvest counties were Franklin with 
798 birds harvested, Callaway with 
614, and Gasconade with 606.
 Young turkey hunters also 
harvested 2,896 birds over the youth 
weekend, April 9 and 10, bringing 
the overall 2022 spring turkey 
harvest to 36,251.  
 Last year, young turkey hunters 
harvested 2,795 birds during the 
spring youth season and hunters 
harvested 31,800 birds during the 
regular spring season for a 2021 
spring season total harvest of 34,595 
turkeys.
 The 2022 spring turkey harvest 

year’s spring turkey harvest numbers 
by county at extra.mdc.mo.gov/
widgets/harvest_table/.
 Get more information on turkey 
harvest numbers for past seasons 
at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/hunting-
trapping/species/turkey/turkey-
reports/turkey-harvest-summaries-
past-seasons.
 For more information about 
turkey hunting in Missouri, visit 
MDC online at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/
hunting-trapping/species/turkey.

Wild Turkey Brood Survey
 Help MDC assess the quality 
of the hatch and gauge turkey 
abundance around the state by 
reporting sightings of turkeys (hens, 
poults, and males) during June, July, 
and August.
 Previously administered using 
postcards, an electronic version 

was	 up	 about	 5%	 from	 the	 2021	
spring turkey harvest but is still about 
7%	 lower	 than	 the	 average	 spring	
turkey harvest during the last 5 years 
(2017-2021).
 “Our annual wild turkey brood 
survey indicates that, at the statewide 
level, hens have been producing one 
or fewer poults, on average, for the 
past 6 years,” said MDC Turkey 
Biologist, Reina Tyl. “The cumulative 
effect of relatively poor production 
the last several years has been fewer 
turkeys and more challenging spring 
turkey hunting conditions.”
	 There	 were	 two	 self-inflicted	
firearm-related	 hunting	 incidents,	
one fatal and one non-fatal, reported 
to MDC during the 2022 spring 
turkey hunting seasons. There were 
no shooter-victim hunting incidents 
reported.
 Get more information on this 

now makes the survey accessible 
to more people and streamlines 
summarization of the results. 
Learn how you can submit turkey 
observations online at mdc.mo.gov/
wildlife/wildlife-surveys/wild-
turkey-brood-survey.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

A Missouri turkey hunter Telechecks her 
adult gobblers using MDC’s MO 

hunting mobile app following a successful 
public land hunt. Photo by Missouri 

Department of Conservation.



HOW TO 
BE A GOOD 
OUTDOOR 
GUEST
By Bill Cooper

	 Being	 invited	 to	 a	 hunting	 or	 fishing	
camp, or any outdoor trip, for that matter, 
is a grand occurrence for any lover of the 
outdoors. If you are fortunate enough to 
be invited on such a trip, a few common 
courtesies on your part will help get you 
invited back.

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV  • Refrigerator  • Microwave

Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

YOUR HOSTS: Sam & Nij Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL

info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE 
SHELBYVILLE...

217-728-4314

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

NEW LOCATION: 3250 Fields Dr. • Bettendorf, IA 52722
563-243-4696 • RandRSportsInc.com

…is the Premier Outfitter in the Area! 
CALL our knowledgeable staff for help with all your hunting and fishing needs…

Large supply of hunting, fishing & marine equip. 
Special orders available at no additional cost!

Lots of Firearms & Discounted Bows!

Ridge Christian College in South Texas in 
the early 1990s. Reverend Horace Germany 
served as chairman of the board and 
managed several thousand acres of prime 
quail hunting property near Cotulla, Texas, 
close to the Mexico border. 
   Rev. Germany extended an invitation 
to join him and a couple of others for a 
three-day hunt on his property. He had 
managed the ranch for quail for over 20 
years. Too, at the time he owned Jake, his 
pointer ever. He seemed with pride as he 
introduced us to Jake.
 I had an immediate epiphany. I quickly 
slid my shotgun back into its case and 
grabbed	my	35mm	camera.	I	spent	the	first	
day of the hunt recording the events of the 
day with Rev. Germany and Jake. I could 
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With Purchase

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL
309-697-0076

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL
309-820-7543

Rentals Available for Contractors & Homeowners
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates

Minimal Delivery Fee

 Kindness is a virtue. Your kindness 
shown to others, who have been gracious to 
you, will solidify relationships, which may 
very well last a lifetime.
 Bill Bryan, the former director of 
Missouri State Parks, has attended many 
hunting	 and	 fishing	 camps.	 “You	 have	 to	
go into any camp situation with the right 
expectations, “he said. “It’s only being fair 
to both yourself and the host.” 
 I have attended dozens of hunting and 
fishing	 camps	 from	Alaska	 to	 the	Yucatan	
spanning several decades. I learned early in 
my career that demonstrating appreciation 
through both word and deed is the key to 
building lasting relationships and enjoying 
the pleasure of being invited to return.
	 I	served	five	years	on	the	board	of	Bay	

never have predicted what would occur.
 The bird hunting proved phenomenal 
as dogs pointed covey after covey and great 
shots were executed. I, however, managed 
one of the greatest camera shots of my entire 
career. Jake went on point. Rev. Germany 
moved	in	to	flush	the	quail.	I	captured	it	all,	
Jake on Point, Rev. German shouldering his 
shotgun, and the covey rise.
 I mailed several photos to Rev. 
Germany upon my return home. He called 
me as soon as he received the photos. As he 
spoke, he was obviously choked up. “Bill, 
he said, in 30 years of having friends come 
to quail camp, no one ever took the time to 
do what you did for me. Thank you. You are 
welcome in my hunting camp any time you 
want to come.”

Arriving in camp as a guest with a positive 
attitude and few expectations will never leave 
you disappointed. And always remember to 

express your appreciation to your host.
Exhibiting a few common courtesies at 
camp will get you invited back again.

As a camp guest, don’t assume its 
OK to do things your way
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 Kindness, thoughtfulness, and a little 
effort go a long way.

It’s Never About You
 Receiving an invitation to a camp is 
not about you, period. It is about the host 
graciously sharing a personal resource 
which they may have spent long years and 
huge investments to build. They will most 
likely want to share the story.
 Remain low key, especially if you are 
the newbie in camp. Demonstrate basic 
respect and appreciation by not talking in 
every conversation. Follow the lead of the 
host, and by all means, respect his requests 
to the nth degree. 
 Hosts fret over their guests having 
a good camp experience. Arrive with a 
positive attitude and few expectations and 
you will never be personally disappointed. 
Your host will recognize your attitude 
immediately and enjoy your company.
 Rather than attempt to impress you host 
with tales about yourself, ask him about the 
history of his camp and how he went about 
developing it. Your sincerity is a great way 
to break the ice and build bonds. 

Offer to Help
 Never show up to a camp empty 
handed. The smallest gesture of kindness 
to	 the	 host	 makes	 a	 memorable	 first	
impression. A gift of food, drink, a t-shirt, 
cap, or useful tool for camp is appreciated. 
If meals are prepared in camp, offer to help. 

Help with clean-up and other camp chores. 
Remember, however, many camp hosts 
have established routines and don’t want 
help. Don’t force yourself on them. 
 One of the biggest sins of camp guests 
I’ve witnessed over the years is those 
who act like slobs. They are untidy with 
clothes and equipment. They leave food, 
drink and trash in their rooms, and scatter 
their personal effects all over. Being 
untidy in house sends a clear message to 
the host that you might not be trustworthy 
in the field as well. 

Hunting and Fishing Etiquette 
 Unless you are a regular at a camp, don’t 
assume it’s ok to do things your way. If it’s a 
camp involving dogs, such as a duck camp, 
or pheasant camp, do not bring your dog. 
And don’t make the host uncomfortable by 
asking. If he wants your dog there, he will 
ask. And never attempt to handle someone’s 
else’s dog. That is a mortal sin. 
 Don’t be a game hog. Nobody, 
nobody will like you. Follow all rules 
and safety precautions to a T. If in doubt, 
pass the shot or the cast. Allow others the 
chance to go first.
 Be certain to offer thanks with 
a handshake when camp is over.  It 
speaks volumes. Send a text or e-mail of 
appreciation when you get back home.  
Attach	a	photo	of	yourself	with	game	or	fish	
you harvested. A courteous follow up often 
solidifies	relationships.	
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FULL SERVICE RESORT!  OPEN YEAR ROUND!
CALL FOR BROCHURE!  1-800-222-2537

www.ZippelBay.com
6080 39th  St .  NW •  Wil l iams,  MN 56586

3 Night Cabin / 2 Day CHARTER
Starting at $390/person • Deluxe Cabin $460/person

Week cabin 
Starting at $840 • Deluxe Cabin $1740

	 Take	 any	 fish	 or	 game	 you	 harvest	
home with you, unless regulations prevent 
it. Leave it at camp, and you automatically 
leave a negative impression. You host has 
far too many chores to attend to without 
having to deal with your harvests.
 Simple gestures of kindness, both 
while in camp, and once you return home, 
often lead to future invitations.
 Bill Bryan, who is now an associate 
with U.S. e-Direct, works with park 
agencies around the world, and whom I 
consider an expert in relations, summed it 
up. “Manners are important, “he stressed. 
“Saying yes sir, or no mam, is basic human 
respect. And never forget that while you 
are on holiday and having fun in camp, 
your host is working. Always express your 
appreciation through word and deed.”

WALLEYES • NORTHERNS • WILDLIFE • CABINS • JACUZZIS • FIREPLACES • CHARTERS • CAMPING
BOATS • CANOES • KAYAKS • PADDLE BOATS • LODGE • DINING • LOUNGE • HOT TUB • FLOATING GAZEBO

HEATED SWIMMING POOL!!

CHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS ATCHARTER FISH MINNESOTA’S LAKE OF THE WOODS AT

 ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!ZIPPEL BAY RESORT!

Darrel Cureton, host of Missouri on the 
Fly Podcast, caught this nice rainbow at 
Westover Farms in Steelville, Missouri.

John Hewkin, a pro staffer Cowtown 
USA, shows off a 7.4lb Lake of the Ozarks 

largemouth bass.

Bill Lovelace, of Dittmer, Missouri, shows 
off his first fly rod tarpon he caught with 

San Felipe Fly Fishing and guide Fito.

Darrell Hindman, of Cuba, Missouri, took his 
first brocket deer in the jungles of the Yucatan 

in March 2022 with TanKab Outfitters.

Scenic Rivers Guide Service and Tours 
owner Billy Smith proudly displays a trophy 
class smallmouth bass from Current River
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www.stonecreekhunting.comwww.stonecreekhunting.com
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 Getting our youth involved in 
fishing	and	the	outdoors	is	imperative	
for our future generations to enjoy the 
same or better environment that we 
do. A few weeks ago, I received an 
email from Kyle Case Montauk State 
Parks Assistant Hatchery Manager 
asking if I would like to volunteer 
for	kids	 free	fishing	day.	Of	course,	
I jumped at the opportunity to be 
able to help kids and assist Missouri 
Department of Conservation with 
any effort that I could. After an email 
and phone call or two Kyle and I 
came up with the best way I could 
assist.	I	told	him	I	could	tie	flies	and	
give casting lessons the day of the 
event. I was super excited because 
any	time	I	can	share	the	sport	of	fly	
fishing	with	 someone	 I	 jump	on	 it	 .		
Especially sharing it with every kid 
that	would	listen	at	a	free	fishing	day	
could be huge, at least in my mind. I 
began to research what could I do to 
keep these kids’ attention, be fun, and 
be educational.  
 I met up with Kyle and Cameron 
around 6:00am the morning of the 
event and they were already pouring 
into the park. They already had 
the main tent set up, so it made it 
quick and easy for me to set up my 
tying station up and get ready for 
everything to kick off at 9:00am. 
 I decided I was going to take my 
girls	fishing	before	I	had	to	be	ready	
to tie for everyone. We walked the 
beautiful river listening to all the other 
kids giggling with excitement. From 
what I could see most of the children 
on the river this morning had never 
been	 or	 rarely	 been	 fishing,	 much	
less	 trout	 fishing.	 You	 see	 mickey	
mouse poles to poles that could have 

caught	 catfish	with,	but	 they	flocked	
in to have their chance to catch one of 
them	 purdy	 fish	 one	 youngster	 said.	
My	little	girls	fished	for	a	while	and	
after	getting	their	fill	of	catching	fish	
they were ready for Papa to get some 
Montauks Famous Hand Dipped Ice 
Cream. Of Course, Papa took them to 
do pretty much anything they wanted. 
They got to shoot bows that MDC 
had set up and then they got to play 
a	fishing	simulator.	If	you	have	never	
played	on	a	big	fishing	simulator	you	
don’t know what you are missing. 
This thing had a full-sized pole with 
line that pulled when you caught a 
fish.	It	felt	real.
 I was very impressed with the job 
Kyle and his guys did with this event. 
There were somewhere around three 
hundred kids that showed up for the 
event and I am willing to bet they 
didn’t leave without a smile. Every 
kid that registered walked away with 
an arm full of information about 
fish	and	wildlife	 in	Missouri.	Every	
kid was given the best opportunity 

possible to catch some trout. MDC 
provided rods, bait, Indicators, and 
stringers. There was so much stuff 
they needed a bag to carry it all. 
 Now not only did they have an 
opportunity to catch trout, but they 
had a pretty good opportunity to 
catch a big trout. Kyle and his team 
released	twelve	fish	that	were	lunker	
trout. If you don’t know what a lunker 
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Unload-Repeat
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FREE KIDS FISHING WITH 
A LITTLE EDUCATION ON 
THE SIDE
By Darrell Cureton

trout is let me tell you. Most people 
fish	 almost	 their	 whole	 careers	 for	
to trout to catch one and there were 
twelve in that section of river. They 
are a trout that weigh over three 
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pounds. Some of these trout could 
go for anywhere from three to ten or 
even twelve pounds. So, there was 
an amazingly good chance a young 
person had to opportunity to catch a 
fish	of	a	lifetime	with	a	little	patience	
and the right bait. 
 So, I had a schedule laid out I was 
tying	 flies	 starting	 at	 9:00am	 until	
3:00pm	and	I	was	giving	fly	casting	
lessons pretty much every other hour 
during that time as well. As soon as I 
sat down, I had a great idea that Kyle 
and I would go live on my podcast 
page and try to get the word out to as 
many folks as possible about getting 
their kids down for this fun day. I 
believe we had a great turnout. There 
was	 a	 steady	 flow	 of	 children	 and	
adults alike coming by asking about 
what they should use to catch trout 
and the biggest part of the people that 
were there had a good understanding 
of what to use to catch trout. Then 
there were some people that it was 
their	first	time	being	even	near	a	trout	
stream much less catch some trout. 
So, Kyles team took the time to walk 
them through what they needed to do 
and additional volunteers were there 
to help make it a successful trip. 
 At the end of the event, they 
weighted	each	stringer	of	fish.	Some	

had their limits, but all were happy 
they	 caught	 fish.	 There	 was	 one	
super	excited	kid	come	up	with	a	fish	
that could have been a lunker. His 
eyes glowed like the sun rising on a 
mountain stream and it was almost 
there just shy of three pounds. He was 
happy and a little sad he came up just 
a bit short. Then there were so many 
others that came that had stringers 
full	of	beautiful	fish	 little	guys	with	
three- and four-pound stringers they 
were all dancing around happy they 
had	caught	so	many	fish.	Then	out	of	
nowhere here come this young man 
with	a	fish	that	could	have	swallowed	

ORDER YOUR 
BOAT NOW 

BEFORE THEY 
ARE ALL GONE

most	 of	 the	 other	 fish	 caught.	 This	
young	man	had	fished	for	two	hours	
trying to get this hog to bite and he 
finally	 did.	 He	 caught	 this	 almost	
eight-pound rainbow. I believe this 
young man will remember this day 
for the rest of his life. When he tells 
the	 story	 when	 he’s	 older	 that	 fish	
might gain a pound or two. 
	 Overall,	I	believe	kids	free	fishing	
day at Montauk State Park was a very 
successful event. Kyle, Cameron and 
the rest of the crew did a wonderful 

job. If you ever get the opportunity 
to take a trip down to the park even 
If	it	is	not	kids	free	fishing	day.	You	
will not be disappointed. I have been 
fishing	 there	for	 the	 last	 twenty-five	
years and have always had a great 
opportunity	of	catching	fish	in	a	clean	
and beautiful park. There are trails to 
hike great food to eat and you never 
know you could catch a world class 
trout in the process. I want to thank 
MDC and all the great volunteers that 
make these great events possible.
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 The Global Pandemic and our state 
and federal government orders have 
caused many hardships for all of us.  
We experienced: the lockdowns, the 
business closures, the mask mandates or 
requiring Covid shots and boosters.  One 
of the most dangerous consequences has 
been the “supply chain disruptions.”  
This “disruption” has made it more 
difficult	and	costly	to	acquire	things	that	
we no longer manufacture in the United 
States.  In 2004 the last manufacturer 
of the needed ingredients to make 
antibiotics in the United States closed.  
Now in 2022 it is estimated that around 
80%	 of	 the	 materials	 needed	 to	 make	
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AMOXICILLIN 875 mg 
CLAVULANIC ACID 125 mg (Augmentin)
 This antibiotic is used to treat 
animal bites including human bites.  
Dog bites are very common but only 
5%	get	infected.		Cat	bites	get	infected	
80%	of	 the	 time	and	human	bites	 can	
be worse. The mouth on a human is the 
dirtiest place on the body. (I would have 
voted another place).  Amoxicillin/
clavulanic acid should be given for all 
cat bites and all human bites due to the 
high risk of infection.  
 Amoxicillin/Clavulanic acid also 
can treat pneumonia, sinusitis and 
tooth infection.  Some staph and strep 
infections are well treated with this 
antibiotic as well.

AZITHROMYCIN 250 mg (Z-Pack)
 This antibiotic is used for 
pneumonia and is an alternative 
treatment if Penicillin allergic.  
Azithromycin is also used to treat 
traveler’s diarrhea which is most often 
a bacterial infection after travel to an 
area that may not be as clean as home.  
There are many other causes of diarrhea 
including parasites.

CIPROFLXACIN 500 mg (Cipro)
 Cipro is also used to treat travelers’ 

Contact me to see if Direct Care is right for you.
DRU D. HAUTER, MD

217-632-6236 • drdru@cidirectcare.com 
1411 N. Kickapoo St. Suite 105 • Lincoln, Illinois 62656

Learn more at cidirectcare.com

EMERGENCY BUG OUT KIT
By Dr. Dru Hauter, MD

antibiotics are made outside of the United 
States.  China is the largest producer of 
these key ingredients. It is doubtful that 
people saw that this move to outsource 
back in 2004 would potentially lead to a 
shortage of life saving antibiotics now.  
 I order medications weekly for 
my	office.		I	note	that	more	and	more	
medications are unavailable and 
difficult	to	obtain.		I	thought	maybe	we	
should stock up on the meds I use most 
frequently.  A patient of mine came in 
this week with an emergency antibiotic 
kit that he obtained off the internet.  
This kit included 5 antibiotics that 
would cover many of the infections 
or exposures that can be treated.  This 
kit is distributed by JASE Medical 
at http://jasemedical .com. The kit 
incudes 5 common antibiotics that 
can be used in emergency situations 
when access to a medical clinic may 
not be available.  The kit comes with a 
handbook on the treatment and correct 
use of these 5 antibiotics. 

diarrhea. Travelers’ diarrhea is 
common when coming in contact 
with a strain of bacteria that one may 
not have been exposed to previously. 
This frequently occurs with Travel to 
Mexico and “Montezuma’s Revenge.” 
A single dose is often successful in 
stopping the diarrhea.
 Cipro is often used for prophylaxis 
(prevention of infection after exposure) 
and treatment of many biological 
agents.  Anthrax inhalation infection 
can be treated with Cipro.  The “Plague” 
(Yersinia Pestis Bacterium) has been 
developed as a biological warfare 
agent.  Cipro will also prevent infection 
after exposure to the Plague.  Another 
biological weapon is Tularemia (Rabbit 
fever).  Cipro also works to treat this 
infection when it may be used as an 
airborne release.  
 Cipro is also great to treat Urinary 
Tract Infection (UTI).  Failure to treat 
a UTI could result in progression to 
pyelonephritis (Kidney Infection), which 
can progress to life threatening Sepsis.  

DOXYCYCLINE 100 mg
 Doxycycline is very versatile and 
can treat many different infections, both 
bacterial and parasitic.  Doxycycline 
can treat pneumonia and biological 
agents including Anthrax, Tetanus, 
Tularemia and the Plague. Doxycycline 
is effective in skin infections and is 
used after initial signs and symptoms 
for treatment of Lyme disease.  

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530

eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731



Dru Hauter, MD is an avid outdoorsman 
and a native of Central Illinois. He is the 
physician at Central Illinois Direct Care 
in Lincoln, Illinois and can be reached 

through his website cidirectcare.com at 
drdru@cidirectcare.com or 217.632.6236.

On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
Family Fun  • Reunions

Business Meetings • New Rooms

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950

THE GOOSE PIT

309-647-7758
BANNER, ILLINOIS

Home-made Tenderloins!
Open 7 Days a Week

A Haven for Hungry Hunters!
All-You-Can-Eat 

Chicken/Fish Fridays 5pm – 8pm

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com

217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!
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Doxycycline can be used to prevent 
Malaria in areas where Malaria risk is 
high.  Doxycycline can also treat skin 
infections including those from bites.

METRONIDAZOLE 500 mg (Flagyl)
 Metronidazole is used for 
abdominal infections including the 
parasitic infections succahs, Giardia 
and Clostridium Difficile (C Diff).  
Metronidazole is no longer first line 
for “C. Diff” but can be used when 
first line drugs like Vancomycin 
are not available.  Metronidazole 
can treat Bacterial Vaginosis and 
Trichomonas.  Metronidazole can be 
used in treatment of diverticulosis 
especially when in combo with 
Amoxicillin/Clavulanic Acid.
 I was excited to see this kit containing 
these 5 antibiotics. Should availability 
become	 more	 difficult	 this	 is	 a	 good	
option to keep on hand.   After seeing 
the Corona Virus release that was being 
investigated for biologic weaponry, I am 

more concerned with a biologic weapon 
release.  With relations between United 
States, Russia and China potentially 
becoming unfriendly, it is more likely 
that imported items will be more 
difficult	 to	 obtain	 to	 make	 the	 things	
we need in the United States.  What if 
you need an antibiotic for your infection 
and it is called into the pharmacy, and 
they cannot dispense because it is not 
available?  This antibiotic emergency kit 
could be lifesaving!
 We all should have an emergency 
kit at home.  Some of the things that 
should be included are listed below.
• Aloe Vera Gel 
•  Calamine lotion (Rash treatment like 

poison ivy)
•  Imodium (antidiarrheal medication)
• Laxative
•		Antacids	(Heartburn	or	reflux	

treatment)
• Antihistamine (like Benadryl)
•  Hydrocortisone cream (Used for rash 

like poison ivy)

• Cough and cold medication
•  Aspirin (emergency treatment of 

chest pain)
•  Pain relievers or anti fever 

medication (Acetaminophen or 
Ibuprofen)

BASIC ITEMS TO INCLUDE IN 
EMERGENCY KIT
• Adhesive tape and duct tape
• Elastic wrap (Ace Bandage)
•  Bandages (Band-Aids, several sizes 

and gauze)
• Super glue
•	Aluminum	finger	splint.
• Tourniquet 
• Scissors and tweezers
•  Hand sanitizer and antiseptic wipes. 

Alcohol wipes.
• Disposable gloves and N95 masks
• Instant Cold packs
• Thermometer
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• Sterile Saline
• Hydrogen Peroxide for disinfectant

•	Turkey	baster	for	wound	flushing.
• CPR mouthpiece

   Bacterial infections were some of 
the top causes of death 100 years ago 
before the development of antibiotics.  
Infections will return to the top causes 
of death if antibiotics are not available.  
I like the JASE Emergency Antibiotic 
Kit and the way it is presented.  The 
waterproof handbook is concise yet 
with great information and directions.  
As always, talk to your healthcare 
provider as this is the best and safest 
way to answer your questions.



WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 

A GREAT MONTH TO FISH

 June is a great month to get out on 
the water in your Nitro Z20 and spend 
a	day	fishing	with	a	kid.	This	time	of	
the year in the southern USA the bass 
have spawned and in the northern 
part they will be on the beds. Either 
way you can’t go wrong as the post 
spawners are hungry and the spawners 
are guarding nests. There are more 
bass caught this time of the year than 
any other time. Remember you were 

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

the middle or the head of the plastic 
as some times they want it one way 
or the other. Simply cast out and let 
sink then start twitching slowly. You 
can also rig with an XPS Tungsten jig 
head in 1/16 oz. Both ways work great, 
and	 I	 find	 the	 lighter	 weights	 work	
the best. A Zoom Fluke can also be 
deadly, again just cast out and retrieve 
with a slow twitching movement.  
This works well around any cover like 
docks, lay downs, rocks bridges and 
riprap. Long tapering points, shady 
banks, stumps are good places to start 
out on in the morning.
 Top water frogs are now also 
deadly, and the Zoom Horny toad 
rigged with a 5/0 XPS Super lock 
hook	 is	 my	 favorite.	 I	 fish	 this	 on	
Excel clear 14 lbs test line and a 7’ 
medium action Carbonlite rod and 
simply treat it like a buzz bait altering 
speeds	 till	 I	 find	 what	 they	 want.	
White is my favorite color by far. If I 
am in a lot of cover like grass or pads, 
I use the Zoom	floating	frog	as	I	can	
move it over the cover and stop it on 

the edge. Other top water baits like 
the XPS Double down popper, the 
XPS Slim Dog are hard to beat, or the 
Z pop are also great lures to use.
 Since it is June, I promise you I 
will always have a Carolina rigged 
Zoom lizard or trick worm rigged 
at all times. I use at the very least a 
7’ Carbonlite rod with a 3-to-4-foot 
leader and an 1/0 XPS hook. This is a 
great way not only to locate bass, but 
also the depth they are feeding in.
 One key to look for this month 
is bream beds, and they are usually 
found in the back of pockets or 
under shade trees. Stay back as far as 
possible and throw the bream-colored 
Water Woods E1 crank bait over the 
beds as this can be deadly. The wacky 

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
justin@stonecreekhunting.com

w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m

Hunt Hogs • Rams • Sika
Spanish Goats • Elk

Fallow Deer

Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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marine biochemists 
Your Partner for Better Water 

· Aquatic Plant and Algae Control 
· Algae, Submersed and Floating 

Weeds 
· Cattails and Phragmites 

· Aeration Systems 
· Total pond/lake systems 
· Systems for winter-kill prevention 

· Fountains Sales and Service 
· Aqua Master, Kasco, Otterbine and 

Aqua Control 
· Nutrient Deactivation 

· Reduce Phosphorus Levels to 
reduce excess algae and weed 
growth 

· Biological Treatment Programs 
· Muck Reduction 

· Water Quality Testing 
· Dissolved Oxygen 
· Nutrient Levels 

For over 50 years, we’ve been helping folks 
realize their aquatic goals.  Whether you live 
on a large lake or just have a small swimming 
hole in the backyard, Marine Biochemists can 
help you manage your aquatic needs.  Call us 
today to find out what we can do for you… 

2024 Eagle Street, Suite A, Normal, IL 61761 
(309) 452-0461 

www.marinebiochemists.com 

Hunting RanchHunting Ranch

a kid once and those memories will 
never be forgotten!
 There are lots of methods that 
work in June, and you can catch 
bass on all of them. I call this the 
roamer month as bass are either on 
the beds and not roaming or scattered 
everywhere and feeding up after 
coming off the spawn. It’s usually late 
June before they start to school up, so 
I tend to keep my Nitro moving down 
the bank throwing worms, top water 
lures and crank baits which are easy 
lures	for	kids	to	fish	with.
 My two favorite plastics are the 
Zoom	Zlinky	and	Trick	worm	fished	
wacky style as this is easy for a kid 
to	fish	and	easy	to	rig	and	gets	great	
results. Two ways to rig the wacky 
style are with an XPS Octopus number 
1	or	 1/0	 hook	fished	 on	 10	 lbs	XPS 
fluorocarbon	line	and	a	6’8”	medium	
light Johnny Morris Carbonlite 2 
spinning rod and reel. Simply hook 
the Zlinky or trick worm in the middle 
and go to work. If it is windy add a 
nail weight to lure, try putting it in 



Maroa: 217-794-2292

Peoria: 309-699-6231

www.FourWindsRV.com
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140 S. Seminary St. • Galesburg, IL 61401

Phone 309-342-5800
www.simpsonltd.com • Hours: Tues. - Sat. 1-6

10,000
Gun

Inventory!

WANTED:
Any 

Collector 
Firearm

1 or 1,000!

rigs and Horny toad also work great 
so just be patient and try all three.  If 
you	find	 several	 beds	you	 can	 rotate	
around all day, and they will replenish 
during the day. The key is to stay back 
and make longer cast. 
 These are three easy methods to 
fish	 in	 June	and	seeing	a	child	catch	
their	first	bass	will	be	etched	in	your	
memory bank and theirs forever. You 
will	have	a	fishing	partner	for	life.		I	
still remember many trips my dad 
took me on when I was little, and it 
instilled a passion that is still strong 
today.	 My	 dad	 didn’t	 fish	 for	 bass,	
but took me bream, crappie, and 
catfishing	to	keep	me	busy.	Then	the	
bass	 fishing	 came	when	 I	was	 about	
12, as I guided soldiers from Fort 

Lee, and they introduced me to bass 
fishing.
 Be sure to carry plenty of snacks, 
drinks and suntan lotion and if they 
get tired take them in, do not force 
them to stay all day. I can’t express 
how important it is to have good sun 
protection for all as dermatology 
visits suck big time. We didn’t have 
sun gloves and face masks back in the 
day and it shows now. For the best 
gloves and face protection use Rock 
Fish Fish Baiter gloves the best by test 
and very affordable.
 May God Bless you, your 
family, and our Police and Military 
Personnel. Be sure to check out www.
hendrickcars.com for a new tow 
vehicle, as they are the best.

In their first year, Olympia Anglers win the Sectional.  Josh Boots and 
Brantson Komnick led the team to a sectional victory with a weight of 
13.68 lbs. and the tournament big bass of 6.82 lbs. Big bass was caught 
by Josh Boots. Their teammates Aiden Fosdick and Blaine Halley re-
spectfully made the decision to keep Josh and Brantson in the boat all 
day, knowing that they were doing well and had a chance to take our 
whole team to state. We are very proud of Aiden and Blaine’s decision. 
Aiden and Blaine will be traveling to state with Josh and Brantson. We 
are equally as proud of our number two boat of Nick Siebert, Jackson 
Long, Jason Boots and Brandon Wood. They battled the rain also and 
weighed 4 fish for 4 lbs. and never gave up. A special thanks to Carter 
Lynch for showing up to support his team.  We are all one big family, and 
we will compete at the state championship at Carlyle Lake as one big 
family. Thanks to all who made this possible. Ken Petersen, Scott Boots, 
Ryan Komnick, BJ Long, Andrew Green, Bill Hopkins, Brett Goodman, 
Amy Siebert, Stacey Boots and Coach John Wise.

OLYMPIA ANGLERS 
WIN SECTIONAL

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS



By Dan Vinovich

 I stared at the stars as I walked to 
my truck with the last of my turkey 
gear. I thought to myself, “that farm 
may have gotten the best of me 3rd 
season, but 5th season is going to 
be different!” I had upgraded my 
equipment to deal with the adverse 
conditions. I had spent a day at 
Bass Pro Shops last weekend and 
purchased a new turkey seat to 
protect my tush from the stickers 
and a new set of Cabela’s micro 
fleece	 burr	 proof	 camo	 pants	 and	
coat. Hopefully, this would take 
care of the nasties that covered the 
ground and underbrush.
 At 3 am, I had my Tundra 
headed south again for the 1 
½ hr. road trip. The coffee was 
hot, and the roads were clear, so 
I made good time. I locked her 
into 4-wheel drive as I entered 
the sandy lane. The recent spring 
rains had packed down the sand so 
the trip in was without sinking. I 
pulled into the parking area by the 
old homestead and checked my 
watch, plenty of time for another 
cup of coffee. I poured a cup and 
stepped outside to welcome in 
the fresh spring air. I opened the 
back door and began to gather my 
equipment for the day’s hunt.  
 As I turned to grab my boots, 
I noticed a light on in the old 
house. What the he..  I thought, “I 
talked to my buddy last week and 
he had said he had the electricity 

cut.”  I looked up and sure as sh.. 
the wires going to the old house 
were cut. “No big deal,” I thought 
to myself as I continued to gather 
up my gear. I looked up again and 
the light was off….hmmm. “That’s 
strange,” I thought to myself. Not 
thinking too much of it, I slipped 
my arms into my vest, snapped it 
shut and grabbed the Benelli and 
the 3 turkey loads I had on my dash 
and locked her up. I started down 
the	 old	 fire	 trail	 when	 I	 heard	 a	
sound like something had fallen in 
the old house. I looked up and the 
frickin’ light was back on.  Again, 
I looked up and the electric wires 
coming from the pole had been cut. 
I then stared at the window where 
the light was on, and it looked like 
someone was staring at me through 
the window. Goose bumps ran over 
my skin as I grasped the shotgun 
tightly in my hands. Every hair on 
my body was standing at attention. 
I stopped and just stared back at 
the	figure	in	the	window.	Holy	sh..,	
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Our Specialties
• Bait and Tackle
•  Proprietary Line of 

Lance Custom Baits
•  Full Selection of Beer 

and Liquor
• Contract-free Drive Thru

309-620-8752
Mon. – Sat. 5.30am – 7:00pm

Sunday 6:00am – 5:00pm

www.southsidebaitandtackleliquor.com

Get your BEST deal from S&R Marine . . . Give Darin a Call Today!

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
Sales@sr-marine.com • www.SR-Marine.com

IS IT HEAVEN OR HELL 
CHAPTER #2….5TH SEASON

the damn place is haunted. I took 
a few steps toward the house and 
the light went out again. That was 
all I needed to get the heck out of 
the area. I high stepped it down the 
road so fast the gear on my back 
almost fell from my shoulders. I 
had covered 100 yards so quick 
it may have been a new track and 
field	 over	 55	 years	 old	 record.	 I	
was gasping for air as I turned and 
looked back.  The light had not 
come back on. Now, I know no one 

had lived in that old house for years, 
but I was not about to go poking 
around it in the dark. I gathered my 
wits and proceeded down the road 
to	 my,	 well	 thought	 out,	 first	 sit.	
I dropped the decoys and looked 
over	the	big	field	where	I	had	seen	
a few gobblers cross during my 3rd 
season	 fiasco.	 The	 field	 was	 big	
but not so big that a gobbler could 
not see my decoys from the timber 
on the other side. This was the spot 
for my redemption. I set the hen 
decoy	as	 the	first	 glow	of	 sunrise	
started.	I	swatted	at	a	flying	gnat	as	
I reached for the Jake decoy. 
 Suddenly, I was under attack 
by a swarm of gnats. I quickly put 
on my face mask. It had no effect 



PREDATOR GUIDE SERVICE
309-267-8309 • vinovichoutdoors@gmail.com

Book your trip with Dan Vinovich!
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on the dive bombers. It took about 
2 seconds for my whole body to 
be covered with the relentless 
flying	 insects.	 I	 grabbed	 for	 my	
insecticide and sprayed my entire 
body with it, including my face, 
and the air space around me.  It had 
no effect on the devil creatures. I 
flailed	my	arms	like	a	person	who	
was in the water and did not know 
how to swim. The rising sun was 
blocked out by the swarms as I 
flipped	my	face	mask	around	as	to	
place the eye holes on the back of 
my head. I could feel them coming 
thru the holes in my mask and 
crawling into my scalp. I grabbed 
the decoy and threw it back onto 
my back and started running back 
to the truck. Within 10 steps, my 
whole body was covered. They 
were in my ears, eyes and mouth. 
Was	this	the	wrath	from	the	figure	
in the house or was God bringing 
down another plague on mankind? 
Suddenly, my lack of vision from 
my face being covered sent me 
flying.	 A	 well-placed	 log	 had	
found its mark catching me right 
on the top and hooking my right 
leg. Down I went. Immediately, I 
felt the pain as I had landed smack 
dab	 in	 a	 pile	 of	multi	 floral	 rose.	
I clamored to my feet. Staggering 
like	a	punch-drunk	fighter,	I	pushed	
on to the truck. As the light gained 
on the horizon, the swarm grew 
looking for any hole on my armor. 
I opened the truck door, threw in 
my stuff and started to strip off 
the coat, etc. I quickly hopped in 
the seat and slammed the door. 
A hundred or so made it onto my 
truck. With ball cap in hand, I 
quickly dispatched the ones who 
gathered on the inside of my truck 
windshield. I sat in amazement as 
the swarm covered my truck and 
windows. It was hot, but I dared 
not	to	open	a	window,	so	I	fired	up	
the truck and headed back down 
the road with the air conditioner on 
full blast. My brain was numb as I 
turned onto the hard road. 
 I headed into town where I 

found a mom and pop store with 
an open sign in the window. I 
grabbed my wallet and walked in 
still brushing a few survivors from 
my torso. “Buffalo’s,” said a voice 
behind the old counter? What 
the?  “Buffalo gnats have been 
bad for a few days,” she said. “I 
have heard of this,” I said.  What 
‘ya got to repel them?  I think they 
were feeding on my bug spray. She 
just laughed and said dryer sheets. 
Excuse me? Tuck a couple of these 
under your cap. Vanilla also seems 
to keep them at bay. Do you have 
a thermal cell? She replied, “yes, I 
have one left.” How about a head 
net? Again, she laughed and said, 
“they were on the wall by the 
hats.” Okay.  I threw my counter 
measures onto the counter, one 
head net, one box of fabric softener 
sheets, and a pack of vanilla truck 
air fresheners. That will be $45.99. 
I looked down at my wallet and, 
to my luck, there was a 50-dollar 
bill left in my hiding place. Wow, 
and I thought waterfowling was 
expensive. Back in the truck I 
headed	 back	 to	 the	 battlefield.	
Back at the farm, I redressed in 
the truck. I tucked 2 dryer sheets 
under my hat, hung 2 vanilla air 

fresheners from my vest and rigged 
the thermal cell in a shoulder strap. 
I pulled the head net over my face 
and opened the door. The gnats 
were miraculously avoiding my 
body.  Not sure what was working 
but	something	is	definitely	holding	
them at bay. I never saw or heard 
a turkey the rest of the morning.  
Hell, I never seen anything alive 
moving that morning. 
 The next morning found 
me parked in the same spot, but 
this time I was ready for them. I 
started up the road looking hard 
at	 the	 window.	 	 No	 figure	 stared	
back. That was good. I set up and 
listened for a gobble. After about 

10 minutes, I heard a tom not far 
from my position. He was on the 
ground and headed the other way. 
I hot stepped it around the pine 
thicket to try and get ahead of him. 
I had not run like this since cross 
country practice in high school. 
I made it to the corner of the 
property just as the bird headed for 
the neighbor’s fence. I grabbed the 
mouth call but there was no air left 
in my lungs.  I ripped open a zipper 
on	 my	 vest	 and	 produced	 a	 fine	
cherry wood box call. I pulled the 
paper from in between the paddle 
and box and let out a halfhearted 
yelp. Down to my knees I went as 
the tom spun and started to strut. 
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Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
Facebook!

On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 

COME VISIT THE
“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENTGREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.SERVICE, INC.

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately 
owned corporation established in 1942.

A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
 • Professional farm management
 • Real estate brokerage
 • Full line insurance services
 • Livestock operations management
 • Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
 • Providing professional services with a personal touch!

Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop 
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman

213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM

I could feel the gnats crawling on 
an open spot on the back of my 
neck, but I had a bird coming. By 
now,	 the	 air	 had	 filled	 my	 lungs	
and I placed the mouth call back 
in and began to work the bird. He 
was coming right at me, so I put 
the gun on one knee and waited. It 
looked good but with one problem. 
He had to cross a patch of little 
blue stem prairie grass that was all 
around me. With the grasses 3-4 
feet tall I had lost sight of the tom. 
I slowly yelped but there was no 
reply. I waited. Still no bird and 
no reply. I was just about to stand 
when a blue head came bobbing 
out of the prairie grass just 5 feet 
away. I clicked off the safety and 
fired.	The	tom	took	off	like	a	shot.	
I stood and shouldered the gun 
but he was at full speed, dogging 
in and out of the little blue stem 
clumps. Five seconds later, he was 
gone. I just stared at the spot where 

he stood and shook my head. How 
could I have missed him? Well, 
that new Indian Creek choke is so 
tight it was like trying to hit him 
with	a	 rifle.	 I	 shook	my	head	and	
was about to move when the gnats 
had homed in on my position. I 
grabbed my gun and shouted at 
the sky, “Why me?” “Why me.” I 
was beaten, bruised, and defeated. 
I swung by the old house before I 
headed for the truck. 
 There was no footprints in 
the sand by any of the doors or 
windows, so, it was a Spector and 
for damn sure he did not want 
me shooting any of his turkeys. I 
decided this would be my last hunt 
on this property. But my friends, 
it’s not over. I drew another tag for 
3rd	 season	 in	2021.	 	So,	 the	final	
chapter of Is it Heaven or Hell will 
continue next month…..

SEE ‘YA ON THE WATER

Is it Heaven or Hell . . . cont.

Nathan and Callan King (1.5 years old). with a massive Stark county 
26 lb. Tom! Thanks to Mike O’Bryan with RE/MAX Traders Unlimited 

Commercial. Call Mike for all of your commercial needs at 309-635-8901.
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2 Great Locations . . . 2 Great Locations . . . 
on the North & South end on the North & South end 

of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon Boat Rentals

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com

100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

FISHERMAN’S SPECIAL
2022 FISHING PACKAGES

2 Days Fishing & 
2 Nights Lodging

 $189.00
Per person, plus tax min. 2 people

 Includes: Lakefront Lodging, Boat, Motor, 
Gas, Bait & Ice

WANT TO ADD EXTRA NIGHTS OR DAYS?
GIVE US A CALL FOR A PRICE.

See fishing reports and specials at: 
facebook.com/reelfootlakesportsmansresort

REELFOOT LAKE TENNESSEEREELFOOT LAKE TENNESSEE
BOOK YOUR FISHING DATES NOW!BOOK YOUR FISHING DATES NOW!

REELFOOT LAKE is in the Northwest Corner of TennesseeREELFOOT LAKE is in the Northwest Corner of Tennessee
 REELFOOT LAKE is one of the world’s greatest natural fish hatcheries,  REELFOOT LAKE is one of the world’s greatest natural fish hatcheries, 
making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. 
Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, 
cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.

 Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers,  Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers, 
hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to 

enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.

For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services 
and accommodations, please visit our website at and accommodations, please visit our website at 

www.reelfoottourism.comwww.reelfoottourism.com or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide. or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide.
 Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council

1605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 380791605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 38079

‘CAN’T WAIT TO GET BACK 
TO DEVILS LAKE’
	 Whether	 having	 fished	 Devils	 Lake	
once or for 18 years, guide clients tell the 
same story, “We can’t wait to get back.”  This 
northcentral North Dakota lake has morphed 
over the past 30 years from 40,000 acres to 
nearly 200,000 acres and back to 160,000 
acres.  It will rise about two feet this spring 
due to a heavy snowpack.
  No matter what the lake is doing, the 
fishing	 remains	 constant	 –	 good	 too	 great	
too better than great – according to guides, 
tournament	fishermen,	locals,	and	especially	
those folks who contact the guide services to 
show them the best side of Devils Lake.
  A few years ago, before online licensing 
became popular, the Devils Lake region 
sold	 25	 percent	 of	 the	 out-of-state	 fishing	
licenses.  Two reasons stand out: catering to 
visiting	fishermen	 has	 been	 a	 tradition;	 and	
the	fishing	for	perch,	walleyes,	northern	pike	
and white bass has been rated as excellent.
 Guide clients Bernie and Tracy 
Landerman,	 Ripon,	 Wisconsin,	 have	 fished	
Canada, Alaska, Florida, the Mississippi 
River, Green Bay, Lake Superior, and their 
home lake, Winnebago, plus many other 
waters.	 	“We	fished	Devils	Lake	with	guide	
and	fishing	educator	Johnnie	Candle	last	year	
and can’t wait to get back,” Bernie said.  

 That trip has been imprinted in their 
memory banks.  Bernie said he was hoping 
for	good	conditions,	so	they	were	not	fighting	
high waves.  “We had three good-weather 
days and caught at least 100 walleyes each 
day,” he said.  He recalled a 3-foot pike 
grabbing a small walleye, “Just like Canada.”
 Tracy is a high school teacher.  Her 
popular	outdoor	class	about	fishing	and	other	
subjects led to hours of discussions with 
Candle	 who	 also	 teaches	 fishing	 at	 college	
and at seminars throughout the country.
 Bernie was impressed with the ease at 
setting up the guided trip.  Since his wife 
loves	hot	weather,	they	booked	the	first	week	
of	 August.	 	 “We	 fished	 mid-week,	 and	 it	
seemed there were only a handful of other 
boats on the lake,” he said.  Switching up, 
the	 couple	 fished	 and	 learned	 about	 slip-
bobbering, bottom-bouncing, casting cranks 
and jigs and said, “With all the things you 
do, it’s so enjoyable. Candle shared his 
techniques, tactics and secrets.”
 The Landermans had heard about Devils 
Lake for years.  Now they are ambassadors 
talking with friends, spreading the word, and 
will be bringing others out. 
 Another set of guide clients, Janet and 
Arlin Prins from Iowa heard about Devils 

Lake and decided to book a trip there.  They 
did a little research and Mark Bry’s name 
came	up.		“This	was	his	first	year	of	guiding	
and 18 years later, we are still booking with 
him,” Janet said.  
	 They	have	fished	Minnesota	and	South	
Dakota	 extensively,	 and	 from	 their	 first	
trip to North Dakota, they have done it 
ever since.  “Mark bends over backwards 
to make our stay in Devils Lake enjoyable 
and productive.  He demonstrates what’s 
working.  He teaches tactics, gear, and 
locations.  He makes ‘catching’ a big part of 
what we do for the days we spend with him,” 
Janet said.
 The toughest part of deciding to tackle 
Devils Lake for Janet and Arlin was where 
to start.  With such a big lake, they didn’t 
know anything about it, and wanted a guide 
to show them the ropes.  “Boy, did Mark ever 
exceed our expectations; that’s why we’ll be 
back,” they echoed.
 Janet said the North Dakota winds caught 
up to them a couple times, so they remained 
ashore.  “That’s a good thing, really,” Janet 
said, “Because the town is nice and there’s 
plenty to do on those windy days.”
 This year will be like every other 
trip, they’ll book for the next year in 
advance.  “We’ll keep going as long as we 
can.  This is a special place,” they said.  

 Guides like Johnnie Candle and Mark 
Bry’s guide service caters to out-of-town 
fishermen.		Mark	does	it	12	months	each	year	
(open	water	and	ice).		Johnnie	fishes	the	open	
water months, then heads on the road in winter. 
  DEVILSLAKEND.COM is the best 
source for guide service listings, up-to-date 
fishing	 reports,	 lodging	 accommodations	 at	
motels, cabins, resorts, casino, plus community 
and lake activities and much more.



	 The	 sun	 was	 beginning	 to	 filter	
through the mosaic of eastern sky cloud 
formations.  It seemed as if time was 
at a standstill awaiting the darkened 
outline of trees to come into focus.  
Finally, a dark object materialized in 
the tree top canopy silhouetted against 
the morning sky – the hanging beard 
and	 outline	 confirmed	 the	 object	 as	
a turkey!  Even better, this bird was 
not one of the three vocal birds spread 
before me!  
 Prior to my climbing the bluffs 
along the Illinois River Basin this 
morning, the thought had entered my 
cranial matter to give up on this season 
and	 find	 another	 activity	 other	 than	
Turkey Hunting.  It had been a good 
run	 since	 my	 first	 successful	 turkey	
hunting experience twenty-six years 
earlier but all good things eventually 
come to an end!  Possibly an endeavor 
bearing monetary compensation 
rather than heartache and frustration 
or at least something less demanding 
such as Trap Shooting or Fishing 
would be satisfying!  The competitive 
spirit within would have none of this!  
Besides, each choice would still be 
driven by internal competition!  
  The morning started in sheer 
darkness, meaning my entrance into 
the woods was in total anonymity.  
Normally, the elevated wind would 
be a hindrance for a calling set-
up but welcome this morning as I 
was gambling on the location of the 
roosting birds based on the strong 
wind and terrain knowledge acquired 

We offer our customers small town 
personal service with the advantage 
of competitive pricing, professional 
grade equipment and the highest 
quality products available in the 
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals
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over my years the birds would use accordingly.  The 
damp,	rain-soaked	forest	floor	further	aided	my	advance.		
I through caution to the wind and entered, ever so slowly, 
into the most likely roosting area gambling for good 
luck!
 My gamble was rewarded by a booming, deep 
throated gobble coming from my intended destination!  
A course was charted to put my location close to where 
the bird may glide to earth to begin his day.  During my 
advance, two additional birds sounded to the North and 
South only yards distance, this explained the very early 
vocalizations heard in the still dark woods – these Toms 
were in competition!  All three birds were close, possibly 
even within shotgun range!
 I took refuge behind a curved tree trunk to break 
up my outline and sat, leaned against a straight sapling 
removing my back and fanny pack.  No need for a call.  
The need to stay motionless awaiting daylight was 
paramount – I was in their realm and my rudimentary 
senses were no match for an alert Boss Tom intent on 
hitting the ground and beginning his search for love!
 The three birds continued to project their campaign 
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David the happy hunter



Crestliner BoatsCrestliner Boats Crest Pontoon BoatsCrest Pontoon Boats

25565 Zier Rd. • Lanark, IL 61046
Email us at millersport@hotmail.com

815-493-6401815-493-6401
www.millerssport.comwww.millerssport.com

SALES, SERVICE & STORAGESALES, SERVICE & STORAGE

HOFSTATTER MATERIAL
SERVICES

Black Dirt-White Rock-Sand-Mulch-Decorative Rock-
Grass Seed-Fertilizer-Landscape Supplies- Trucking-

Excavating, Landscaping, Mowing, 
Brush Clearing on Trails, Dams & Levies

WWW.HOFSTATTERMATERIALS.COM

Email: hms@mtco.com

Office: 309-367-6000
Kraig Hofstatter- Owner

205 Center St. Metamora, IL
Located on the West Edge of Metamora

promises, each responding to an 
alternative candidate.  Experience 
this season, to date, found little 
gobble activity on the roost but after 
becoming earthbound – shutting up; 
especially with hens!    A searching 
gobbler would only vocalize weakly 
and intermittently making location 
identification	almost	impossible!
 After what seemed as if an 
eternity, daylight pervaded the woods. 
Two of the three vocal birds could 
be seen from my location with the 
deepest and most aggressive bird right 
in front of me!  Don’t goof this up!  
React to their actions!
 Finally, the closest bird shifted 
his location in the tree and was 
more vocal in his tree calling light 
sound machinations.  He was simply 
preparing for landing, suddenly off 
he	went,	gliding	down	within	fifteen	
yards of my location!  Too Close!  My 
gun barrel was on the wrong side of 
the curved tree trunk hiding my outline 
– at this range he could ascertain my 
eyelids blinking!  I took the chance 
and moved the gun around the tree 
trunk ever so slowly fearing detection, 

June 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  47

STEVEN PLANK
359 N. CR 475E • Arthur, IL 61911

Phone: 217-268-4569
Fax: 217-268-4568
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YOUR ONE-STOP ALTERNATIVE HEATING SHOP

He reversed direction and 
headed north requiring 
another repositioning of the 
gun!  His movement was 
away from me and losing 
elevation.  I would lose 
sight of him rapidly in mere 
moments – my gut churned 
at the possibility of losing 
this opportunity!
 Finally, his head 
became visible through 
the Greening Bush 
Honeysuckle.  The gun 
barrel was quickly put 
on target and the trigger 
pulled!  To my dismay the 
bird quickly ran directly 
down the hill obviously 
unaffected by my shooting 
prowess!  Panic set in and I 
jumped to my feet with the 
emotion of lost love and of 
being a total failure!
	 The	bird	then	took	flight	
climbing for the safety of the 
tall trees when my instinct took over 
and I followed the bird with my Gun 
and	shot!		The	bird	folded	and	filtered	

down through the limbs much like a 
successful shot on a jumped Mallard!  
He	was	finished.		Ecstatic	over	success	
and frustration over my handling 

fluctuated	in	my	mind.		One	thing	for	
certain; my successful string of Spring 
Turkey Hunting was still intact! It 
would not be broken this year!

Success a field Spring 2022Fantail Spring 2022
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PADDLE + STRAIGHT = 
TEAMWORK

 Swim baits are normally thought 
of as a soft plastic minnow type lure 
with a swimming paddle tail.  This 
is true, but straight tail minnow baits 
can be used in a similar way.
 I like using both, and if I know 
fish	 are	hitting	on	 this	 type	of	 lure	
there will be two rigged up, and 
maybe three, with two different 
sizes.  A casting rod will use a 
3.5” Natural Forage Swimbait or 
B-Fish-N Pulse-R, a light to medium 
spinning rod will have a 4” straight-
tail Lil Killer or B-Fish-N Ribb 
Finn, and a 7’ ultralight spinning rod 
will be rigged with a straight-tail 2” 
T-Shad or Power Minnow.
 The swimming paddle and 
straight	 tails	 will	 be	 fished	 with	
different techniques, and normally 
one will out produce the other.  
They also make follow-up lures to 
one another on certain days, and if 
strikes are missed.
 Paddle tails are used on the 
casting	outfits	since	they	are	fished	
with a constant swimming of 
different speeds, or in a pumping 
retrieve where the lure is allowed to 
fall with the tail swimming.  Straight 
tails are used on the spinning rigs 
since they will be used with a 
straight pull, quick-darting jig and 
finger	jigging	retrieves.
 Both types of swimbaits can be 
used on the same sort of jig heads, 
or even as spinnerbait trailers.  The 
main jig heads are B-Fish-N H20 
Precision for all sizes and styles of 
lures, Blitz Swim Jig and Swimbait 
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Head for the larger paddle tail lures, 
and for something with the extra 
attraction of a blade, Blakemore 
1/16-to-1/8-ounce Road Runner for 
the smaller 2-inch lures and Casey’s 
Runners for the 3-to-4-inch lures.
	 Unless	I	have	a	definite	idea	of	
what	 type	 of	 lure	 fish	 are	 feeding	
on, or if there is a certain species 
I’m looking to catch, I’ll start 
with a system that goes through 
techniques and styles until there are 

S&S LICENSE SERVICES&S LICENSE SERVICE

OWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIMOWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIM
519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603

CALL: 309-674-9532CALL: 309-674-9532
EMAIL: EMAIL: titlemike@gmail.comtitlemike@gmail.com

www.sandslicenseterminal.comwww.sandslicenseterminal.com

All Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and BoatsAll Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and Boats
Specializing in Boat Trailer Specializing in Boat Trailer 

and ATV’s with no Titleand ATV’s with no Title

Autumn Olive and  
Honeysuckle removal.

Herbaceous invasive plants  
mechanically removed and  

follow-up chemical maintenance.

Mike McKim
Invasiveprm@gmail.com

invasiveplantremoval.com

309.981.9716

A Blitz Swim Jig rigged with a NFB green 
shad Swimbait.

On a mid-March day, slow rolling a Natural 
Forage Baits Swimbait with a 3/16 oz 

B-Fish-N H20 Precision jig head over the tops 
of submerged deep water weeds caught this 

and several other nice size crappie.a few strikes.
 For bass I’ll start with the paddle 
tail swimbait, and use a constant 
retrieve at different depths, and 
touching whatever structure may 
be found.  From there they will be 
used with a pump retrieve, and then 
a lift and fall back to the bottom.  If 
none of this works then I’ll go to the 
straight tail and start the same sort of 
retrieves, followed by quick-darting 
and	 then	 finger	 jigging.	 	 If	 this	
does not produce, I’ll start with the 
ultra	 finesse	 of	 the	 smaller	 2-inch	
lures,	and	use	finger	jigging	at	first,	

followed by darting and then very 
slow do-nothing retrieve.
 In the case of crappie, I’ll start 
with the smaller lures, but if there 
are large crappies, I will not avoid 
using the larger lures.  In most cases 
it	will	start	with	finger	jigging,	but	
many times the larger crappie will 
hit	 on	 the	 paddle	 tail	 being	fished	
with the casting rig, especially with 
the lift-and-fall retrieve where the 
strike normally comes on the fall.
 As follow-up lures, it is 



pretty much the same as what has 
been discussed, but with a slight 
difference.  If there are some weak 
or missed strikes on the faster 
moving paddle tails, especially if 
being used with a Casey’s Runner 
Head or Blitz Swim Jig, then I’ll 
quickly cast a Lil Killer straight-
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UPDATED RUSS BAILEY SIGNATURE SERIES
A fixture in the crappie market for 2 decades,
Russ is now host of the popular Brushpile 
Fishing TV show, the highest rated crappie
show.  This rod is made of high-modulus, 
secret recipe graphite (sensitive and strong),
and has great rod aesthetics.  Spinning guides

on both lengths allows fishermen to cast this rod.  This rod feature stainless steel
guides, line-depth markers placed in 1-ft increments and also features a 
100% Portuguese cork handle.

ITEM          LGTH      PC    GUIDES
CWRB82      8   ’          2       6+Tip
CWRB102 10.5   ’        2       8+Tip
Type Of Guides: Ceramic Insert

ALL NEW TREE THUMPER
A blend of our lightest and strongest poles

Our all-new  Tree Thumper weighs 
almost exactly the same as our 
popular BBULBS series, but designed
with enough strength to pull crappie
out of tree tops.  This is basically a

cross between our BBULBS and BRUX series.  Made of a secret recipe of hi-modulus
graphite.  This rod features ceramic inserts, a bottom reel seat, and a 
contoured handle made of 100% Portuguese cork.

ITEM            LGTH. PC.     GUIDES
THUMP102        10’ 2           7+TIP
THUMP112        11’ 2           7+TIP

SPRING IS
THE TIME FOR ALL THINGS NEW.
LET’S START WITH YOUR 
CRAPPIE GEAR.

TM
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tail with a regular H20 head, and 
probably	finger	 jig,	which,	 if	 there	
was not positive strike, would be 
followed by another cast with the 
T-Shad and the same retrieve.
 In the opposite direction, if I was 
swimming a straight tail, and there 
was a missed strike I would cast 

a paddle tail with a slow constant 
or pump retrieve, which would be 
followed by the 2-inch lure.  There 
would also be times when you 
know	 they	are	finicky	enough	 that	
the follow-up should automatically 
be the 2-inch.
 So, as you can see the two types of 

“swimbaits” are not really opposing 
each other but can be a “teamwork” 
sort of thing.  This means to make 
sure to have some of both, with no 
need to have different jig heads.
 Give swimbaits, paddle and 
straight tails, a try, and you will 
find	a	great	all	seasons’	type	of	lure.

Finger jigging a 2-inch T-Shad on a small B-Fish-N H20 jig head 
is a favorite starting point when fishing for crappie.

Using a lift-and-fall retrieve with a NFB 
Swimbait on a Blitz SB1 jig head in heavy 
bottom grass lured this bass into striking.

This nice bass was a pleasant surprise 
when using a small T-Shad as a follow-up 

lure after two missed strikes.
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day of why I am working 100 hours 
plus a week. This is not a business 
that you can really sell at the end 
of your investment and the end of 
the years when you want to hang it 
all up.  This is not a career that you 
can necessarily teach to a stranger 
and/or an employee and say here 
take it over one day.  A lot of things 
come into play when running this 
business.  I don’t have a brick and 
mortar	 building	 but	 my	 office	 is	
my boat - which cost enough – 
ha! The thought of what’s next for 
Reag’s Guide Service is always 
running through my brain.  I have 
multiple ideas and dreams running 
through my head constantly.  The 
other day I took both of my kids 
fishing	 after	 dinner	 at	 a	 private	
pond close to home.  They were 
all excited that Dad was taking 
them	 fishing.	 	 My	 son	 especially	

was excited.  I took a picture of 
him with his rod and reel in one 
hand, holding his tackle box with 
the concentration of a lion ready to 
pounce! He was staring that pond 
down trying to decide the best 
place to go.  My truck decals with 
my business name were behind 
him in the background and it was 
not intentional, but it reminded me 
a bit of why I work so hard and that 
maybe one day, he would want to 
take this business over! I am here 
to	 teach	 fishing	 to	 everyone	 and	
anyone that cares to listen and 

learn.  I am here to learn how to 
fish.		I	will	always	be	a	student	of	
this sport!  Getting kids excited 
about	fishing	is	a	goal	and	I	think	
it’s working.  Get your kids out 
fishing	and	if	you	need	help	doing	
so - call me and I will get them on 
the boat chasing some white and 

yellow bass this summer when 
they	are	not	in	school.		10%	off	if	
you book in June and mention this 
article! Happy Father’s Day – soak 
up those memories with the kids 
– I know it goes fast! As always, 
I’m at centralilcrappieguide.com 
or 309-642-8106.

Reag’s Guide Service . . . cont.



This report represents some events the 
OLE handled over the weeks of 

Nov. 16-30, 2021; however, it does not 
include all actions taken by the Office of 

Law Enforcement. 

Northeast Zone / District 2 – ACTING 
Sgt. Keith Siedsma (CPO Davis, CPO 
Doescher, CPO Fehrenbacher, CPO 
Iaffaldano, CPO Kelley, CPO Reid, CPO 
Semenik, CPO Siedsma, CPO Tepovich, 
CPO Van Wiltenburg, CPO Winters) 
(Counties: Kane, Lake, McHenry) 
KANE COUNTY 
CPO Iaffaldano performed multiple hunter 
safety checks during Archery and Firearm 
Deer seasons resulting in 3 Citations for 
hunting without a license (resident and 
non-resident) and hunting with a shotgun 
capable of holding more than 3 rounds. 
Written warnings were issued for hunting 
without a habitat stamp and hunting without 
permission. 
MCHENRY COUNTY 
CPOs Semenik and Reid arrested a subject 

from Harvard while trespassing on private 
property driving his pick-up truck in a bean 
field	spotlighting	deer	with	his	headlights	and	
chasing them. 
Northeast Zone / District 3 - Sgt. David 
Wollgast (CPO M. Anderson, CPO Bergland, 
CPO Elliot, CPO Farber, CPO Honiotes, 
CPO Prasun, CPO Thompson) (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall, Will) 
WILL COUNTY 
While checking hunting areas at a state 
park in southern Will County, CPO Prasun 
encountered three hunters who had been 
archery deer hunting in the park during 
a	 time	 when	 it	 was	 closed	 during	 firearm	
deer season. Two of the hunters did not use 
a windshield card as required at the state 
park and did not have their hunting license 
or habitat stamp in their possession. Also, 
none of them were wearing blaze orange 
as	 required	 during	 firearm	 deer	 season.	
The hunters were each issued a citation for 
Unlawful Archery Deer Hunting During 
a Period Closed for Firearm Deer Season. 
Two of the hunters were also issued written 
warnings for No Blaze Orange, No Hunting 
License, or Habitat Stamp in Possession and 
Hunting Without Use of a Windshield Card. 
The third hunter was also issued a written 
warning for No Blaze Orange. 
CPO Prasun received information from 
a CPO in a southern region in reference 
to two Will County residents who had 
possession of a deer that died in a retention 
pond in Will County. After an investigation, 
it	was	 learned	 one	 of	 the	 residents	 falsified	
records pertaining to the deer and was 
therefore illegally in possession of the deer. 

CPO Prasun seized the deer’s antlers and 
cited him for Unlawful Possession of Deer 
Parts. He was also issued a written warning 
for Unlawfully Falsifying or Providing 
Deceptive or False Information Required 
and Unlawful Possession of Deer. The 
other resident was issued a written warning 
for Unlawful Possession of a Salvage Deer 
Without a Salvage Tag or DNR Permission. 
Northwest Zone / District 1 – Sgt. Steven 
Beltran (CPO Hoftender, CPO McKune, 
CPO Peecher, CPO Posateri, CPO Priest, 
CPO Meinders, CPO Zigler) (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, 
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson, Whiteside) 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
CPO Alvarez got a tip about a truck trespassing 
on private property and a male walking near 
the	woods	with	a	rifle.	CPO	Alvarez	 located	
and stopped the vehicle and located a .243 
Mossberg	rifle	unloaded	and	 in	a	case.	CPO	
Roesch arrived to assist. The complainant 
arrived	 on	 the	 scene	 and	 identified	 the	man	
as the violator. CPO Roesch returned to the 
scene and located a freshly killed buck in 
the	field	where	the	suspect	was	seen	with	the	
rifle.	 The	 suspect	 also	 admitted	 to	 shooting	
another deer near the area. CPO Alvarez, 
CPO Roesch, and the suspect returned to the 
scene and located a second dead buck that 
was recently killed. Both deer were shot with 
a	rifle.	The	individual	was	issued	10	citations,	
and	4	warnings,	and	their	.243	rifle,	2	whitetail	
bucks, knife, trail camera SD card, and .243 
rifle	ammo	were	seized	as	evidence.	

CPO Alvarez- Gerbino and CPO Swanson 
received a complaint of two hunters hunting 
on the Jane Addams Trail near Freeport. 
They received information the hunters were 
at an address near the trail. Upon arrival 
to house one 7-point buck was found on a 
truck bed. The hunter admitted to shooting 
the buck on the Jane Addams trail where 
hunting is restricted. The hunter also said his 
brother was out with him and shot another 
buck on his property. The other hunter 
admitted to shooting more than two Bucks 
for the season. Two bucks were seized, and 
4 citations were written. 
CPO Alvarez- Gerbino received a complaint 
of	 a	 man	 walking	 a	 cornfield	 with	 a	 rifle.	
CPO Alvarez- Gerbino was on his way to 
the property when he recognized the truck 
leaving the area. CPO Alvarez- Gerbino 
stopped	 the	 vehicle	 for	 a	 traffic	 violation.	
CPO Roesch arrived on the scene to assist 
in the investigation. After questioning the 
subject about walking around the property 
he admitted to shooting one buck on the 
property	 with	 the	 rifle.	 CPO	 Roesch	 went	
back to the location and discovered another 
buck	 that	was	 shot	with	 a	 rifle.	Two	 bucks	
seized	and	one	rifle	seized.	The	subject	was	
issued 10 citations and 4 written warnings. 
Northwest Zone / District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 
(CPO Alvarez-Gerbino, CPO Engledow, 
CPO Kaufman, CPO Leannah, CPO 
Martin, CPO Murry, CPO Pankey, CPO 
Roesch, CPO Stanbary, CPO Swanson, 
CPO Wagner) (Counties: Boone, Bureau, 
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CPO Reports . . . continued
DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam, Winnebago) 
BOONE COUNTY 
CPO Engledow was patrolling Boone County 
and a Firearm Deer hunter called to report 
there were two trucks stuck on his private 
hunting property. CPO Engledow arrived 
and discovered two individuals who were 
“mudding” on the complainant’s private 
property the night before near his pond/ deer 
stands and had got their vehicles stuck. The 
individuals were interviewed about being 
on the Owner’s property and claimed to be 
mudding and got stuck, leaving their vehicles 
in	 the	 field	 overnight.	 The	 investigation	
discovered numerous other individuals 
who were also involved and are currently 
being interviewed on the incident. The 
investigation is still pending with possible 
Criminal Damage to Property and Criminal 
Trespass to Private Property charges. 
BUREAU COUNTY 
CPO Wagner while patrolling rural Bureau 
County passed a truck with what appeared 
to be a deer head in the back. CPO turned 
around and determined there was a deer 
head in the truck. A stop of the vehicle was 
conducted, and the driver was found to have 
a loaded shotgun in the cab of the truck. A 
citation was issued for the infraction. 
CPO	Wagner	 while	 checking	 firearm	 deer	
hunters	 found	 blood	 near	 a	 field	 where	 3	
individuals were hunting. After asking if 
anyone had killed a deer all 3 said no, but 
their friend did earlier in the week with 

a bow. After obtaining the name of the 
individual a records search was conducted. 
The individual was found to not have a valid 
deer permit. The individual was cited for 
hunting w/out a valid permit and unlawful 
take of whitetail deer. The meat and 10-point 
buck head were seized. The meat will be 
donated to the local pantry. 
DEKALB COUNTY 
CPO Engledow conducted a compliance 
check on an individual during the opening 
day	of	firearm	deer	 season.	CPO	Engledow	
observed the individual had not purchased 
a hunting license or habitat stamp. During 
the compliance check, it was discovered 
the subject’s archery antlerless-only permits 
were still attached to the original archery 
permits. CPO Engledow questioned the 
individual about the archery harvest and 
discovered the subject’s permits were not 
signed and never attached to the deer. There 
was	also	no	Confirmation	number	on	the	A/O	
permit from his previous archery harvest. 
The Individual also had no valid hunting 
license or habitat stamp admitted to failure 
to tag deer immediately upon harvest and 
unlawfully taken a whitetail deer. CPO 
Engledow issued a citation for Hunting 
Whitetail Deer During Firearm Deer season 
w/o a Valid Hunting License. 
CPO Engledow observed individuals goose 
hunting	 in	 a	 field	 north	 of	 Dekalb.	 After	
the	 individuals	were	 leaving	 the	field,	CPO	
Engledow conducted a compliance check on 
the individuals. CPO Engledow questioned 
an elder man about not having a FOID when 

he	 admitted	 to	 owning	 a	 firearm	 that	 one	
of his sons purchased for him and he had 
previously transported in his vehicle to hunt. 
The individual believed he was grandfathered 
in and did not need to have a FOID to possess 
a	firearm.	CPO	Engledow	also	discovered	one	
of the other individuals had an Unplugged 
Shotgun. CPO Engledow issued a Citation 
to an individual for Waterfowl Hunting w/ 
an Unplugged Shotgun Capable of holding 
more than 3 shotshells and issued a WW to 
the other individual for No Valid FOID. CPO 
Engledow advised the subject to apply for a 
FOID card on the ISP website so that he could 
lawfully	transport	and	possess	a	firearm.	
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO	Pankey	made	a	 traffic	 stop	on	an	out-
of-state truck pulling a four-wheeler and 4 
deer on the trailer. One buck was headless, 
one buck did not have tags and 1 buck/1 doe 
had tags. 
CPO Engledow investigated a TIP complaint 
of 4 individuals on ATVs harassing wildlife 
and chasing coyotes. During the investigation, 
it was discovered the same individuals were 
seen the previous weekend chasing deer 
across	 landowner’s	 fields	 with	 the	 ATVs.	
CPO Engledow was unable to locate any 
ATVs chasing wildlife when he arrived in 
the area before dark but located two juveniles 
near ATVs in the driveway at an address in 
the remote area from the complaint. CPO 
Engledow interviewed the juveniles and 
issued WWs for Unlawful Operation of ATVs 
on Roadway after juveniles admitted to using 
roadway to get from farm to farm to ride ATVs 

Northwest Zone / District 7, Sgt. Scott 
Avery (CPO Elliot, CPO Finn, CPO 
Gerard, CPO Lazzell, CPO Thompson) 
(Counties: Fulton, Henderson, Knox, 
Marshall, McDonough, Peoria, Stark, 
Tazewell, Warren, Woodford) 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO Finn was checking deer hunters at 
Mackinaw River State Fish and Wildlife 
area when he observed three fourwheelers 
being operated in the park. The drivers were 
not only driving inside the park which is 
not allowed, they were doing donuts in the 
parking lot, tearing up the gravel. All three 
operators were issued a citation and informed 
to stay out of the park. 
Central Zone / District 9, Sgt. Eric Myers 
(CPO Blakeley, CPO Blazinic, CPO 
Goetten, CPO Gushleff, CPO Jansen, 
CPO Olroyd & CPO Wheatley) (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, 
Hancock, Jersey, Macoupin, Pike, & 
Schuyler) 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
CPO Michael Goetten encountered two 
individuals processing a buck and a doe. One 
deer was not tagged. The other was tagged 
with a permit issued to an individual not 
present. The subjects admitted to taking the 
deer unlawfully. Each was cited. 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
CPO Wheatley made contact with a man in 
the Denver area concerning the man shooting 
3 bucks in one season. There was no tag on 
the deer, the man said he was going to give it 
to his friend and planned to put his friend’s 
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tag on the deer. CPO Wheatley commended 
the man for getting a deer for a friend and 
being truthful; however, his application 
was	 wrong.	 CPO	Wheatley	 confiscated	 the	
9-point rack and issued the man a citation for 
over limit, and warnings for not tagging the 
deer and possessing an untagged deer. 
Central Zone / District 10, Sgt. William 
Gilmer (CPO Filipiak, CPO Gerdes, 
CPO McClenning, CPO Snodgrass, CPO 
Thornley, CPO Wahlbrink, CPO Wright) 
(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon, & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
CPO Thornley was traveling through JEPC 
and spotted a silver truck with two bucks in 
the bed of the truck. CPO Thornley conducted 
a stop of the vehicle. Upon making contact 
with the driver, CPO Thornley determined the 
deer were taken lawfully and the passengers 
were transporting the deer to the processor. 
CPO Thornley spotted a compound bow in 
the back seat. Upon further inspection, the 
bow was not cased or made inoperable. CPO 
Thornley advised the driver he would be 
issued a citation for the violation. The driver 
was also determined to have a suspended 
Florida driver’s license. The driver was also 
issued a citation for driving when suspended 
and given a mandatory must appear court date. 
CPO Wahlbrink investigated the unlawful 
take of a 10-pt whitetail deer outside of 
Beardstown. After a thorough investigation 
and multiple interviews, CPO Wahlbrink 
seized the buck and issued seven citations 
to the individual. The citations issued were 

for unlawfully taking a 10-pt whitetail deer, 
hunting after hours, hunting with use/aid of 
vehicle lights, hunting without permission 
of the landowner, hunting without a valid 
permit (landowner permit; land not owned by 
permit); unlawful transportation of a whitetail 
deer, and operating an ATV on the property 
without the consent of the landowner. 
MASON COUNTY 
Sgt. Gilmer and CPO Wahlbrink investigated 
a complaint involving an individual leaving 
his commercial trammel nets unattended 
during daylight hours in Quiver Lake near 
Havana. Sgt. Gilmer and CPO Wahlbrink 
found and seized the nets, which totaled over 
600 meters in length. Two of the commercial 
nets were not tagged as required and another 
obstructed over ½ of the water course. Nine 
citations were issued for the violations. 
Central Zone / District 11, Sgt. Dan Greuel 
(CPO Barnes, CPO Hyatt, CPO Mieure, 
CPO Miller, & CPO Moody, CPO Viverito) 
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, Shelby) 
SHELBY COUNTY 
While	 checking	 firearms	 deer	 hunters	 in	
Moultrie County, CPO Moody encountered 
a man with whom he had knowledge of 
archery	 hunting	 violations.	 After	 a	 field	
interview, the man admitted that he had 
shot a 7-point buck and an 8-point buck on 
separate occasions this season in Shelby 
County, and had never tagged or reported 
them. The man received multiple citations 
and multiple written warnings. 
Central Zone / District 19, ACTING 

Sgt. Matt Graden (CPO Ausmus, CPO 
Graden, CPO Reeves, CPO Sanford, 
CPO Z. Williams, & CPO Workman) 
(Counties: Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, 
Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, McLean, 
Piatt, Vermilion,) 
FORD COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams received a call from a 
Paxton	 Police	 Officer	 early	 in	 the	morning	
saying he had stopped a truck in Paxton 
suspected of shooting deer from the truck. 
CPO Z. Williams responded and conducted 
interviews on the parties suspected to be 
involved. It was learned that a group of 
young adults were out driving around coyote 
hunting in northeastern Champaign County 
and southeastern Ford County. CPO Z. 
Williams found out a deer had been illegally 
shot	with	 a	 .22	caliber	 rifle	 from	a	 truck	 in	
a Champaign County Forest Preserve. The 
group then removed the deer and took it to 
Ford County to hang. Before hanging, one 
of the individuals involved stabbed the deer 

with a crossbow bolt to make it look like an 
archery kill. Two trucks were involved in the 
incident. One truck was stopped by Paxton 
Police. The truck had fresh blood, deer hair 
and the driver had dried blood on their hands 
and clothing. The others involved were in 
another truck and decided to remove the deer 
from where it was hanging in Paxton. They 
then took the deer to a nearby bridge outside 
of town and dumped it into a waterway off 
the	bridge.	A	.22	caliber	rifle,	a	crossbow,	and	
a compound bow were seized as evidence. 
The investigation is ongoing. 
MACON COUNTY 
During	 the	 first	 firearm	 deer	 season,	 CPO	
Reeves	 received	 a	 complaint	 of	 2	 firearm	
deer hunters hunting too close to an inhabited 
dwelling	without	first	obtaining	permission.	
Both hunters were located and cited for being 
too close to the residence. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams and A/Sgt. Graden were 
patrolling McLean County during First 
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Firearm Deer Season when they came across 
two vehicles parked off the road near a big 
parcel of timber. CPO Z. Williams noticed 
a deer laying on a cargo rack behind one 
of the vehicles. CPO Z. Williams inspected 
the harvested deer for a proper tag. The deer 
was tagged, but with the wrong part of the 
permit [the part that is signed]. Upon a brief 
investigation, it was found the hunter who 
harvested the deer did not call the deer in 
as required. A short time later, the hunters 
exited the timber, and a hunter compliance 
check was conducted. The hunter with the 
harvest was on the phone as CPO Z. Williams 
approached. CPO Z. Williams interviewed 
the hunter and he admitted to shooting the 
deer the previous evening and did not call the 
deer in. The hunter admitted to attempting to 
call the deer in before CPO Z. Williams got 
to him. Proper enforcement action was taken. 
Southern Zone / District 13, ACTING Sgt. 
Matthew Lentz (CPO Binsbacher, CPO 
Charles, CPO French, CPO Gerdes, CPO 
Lentz, CPO Leibl, CPO Macias, CPO 
Ray, CPO Schachner, CPO Sievers, CPO 
Waigand, CPO Wichern) (Counties: Bond, 
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Schachner received a second-hand 
complaint (the day afterward) regarding a 
potential assault on Saturday of gun season. 

Apparently, a landowner confronted a hunter 
and his young son as they attempted to 
retrieve a deer the young boy shot at which 
was very close to the property line. The 
alleged complaint was that the landowner 
would not allow them to retrieve the deer 
and was angry and ‘waving a gun around’. 
CPO Schachner learned the “victims” were 
hunting at a Sportsman’s Club against club 
rules/without permission and the adult 
was previously told they could not hunt 
the Sportsman’s club property after he 
placed deer bait. CPO Schachner located 
the subjects while they were hunting on 
the club property and learned there was no 
assault nor confrontation; the landowner 
(while not overly friendly) had spoken very 
briefly	with	them	and	only	checked	that	they	
were not hunting on his property. The adult 
failed to search for blood or even determine 
if his son had hit the deer. Additionally, he 
and his minor son both possessed semi-
auto pistols (allegedly for protection from 
the adjoining landowner) and had multiple 
other violations. They were relatively new 
to hunting and the adult was cited under the 
parental responsibility act for allowing the 
youth to possess/carry a weapon not legal for 
gun deer hunting. He was also issued four 
additional written warnings. 
Southern Zone / District 14, Sgt. Marc 
Folden (CPO Jourdan, CPO Knop, CPO 
Lewis, CPO Schoenhoff, CPO Tapley, 
CPO K. Williams & CPO T. Williams) 

(Counties: Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jefferson, Perry, Saline, & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CPO Tapley issued citations to two hunters 
who had shot at squirrels from the vehicle at 
Wayne Fitzgerrell State Park. 
GALLATIN COUNTY 
CPO Johnson and Knop received a complaint 
of a subject hunting from the road, in Gallatin 
County. The CPOs drove to the area and 
apprehended 2 non-resident hunters. The 
hunters were in rental vehicle road hunting 
with	 a	 loaded	 338	 rifle,	 12	 gauge	 shotgun,	
and a custom 308 with night vision scope and 
sound suppressor (silencer). They were cited 
for unlawful use of silencer while hunting, 
unlawful hunting from the truck, hunting 
more than ½ hour after sunset, and unlawful 
transport	 of	 loaded	 uncased	 rifles.	 CPO	
Knop	and	CPO	Johnson	seized	 two	rifles,	a	
shotgun, night vision, and thermal imager in 
connection to two nonresidents hunting from 
a	 roadway.	 One	 of	 the	 rifles	 was	 equipped	
with a suppressor and thermal scope. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Williams cited a hunter who drove his 
truck into a walk-in state at the Cottonwood 
Access Area of the Rend Lake WMA. 
CPO Jourdan issued several citations over the 
first	firearm	deer	weekend.	Citations	included	
falsification	by	Tennessee	residents	to	obtain	
resident deer permits, give and use of a 
landowner	 firearm	 deer	 permit	 unlawfully,	

unlawful	take	of	2	deer	without	firearm	deer	
permits, hunting from a pickup truck, and 2 
unlawful hunting over bait by use of corn, 
salt block, and mineral block. 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO K. Williams checked a group of 
hunters	 during	 the	 deer	 firearm	 season.	 It	
was determined 2 non-resident hunters were 
using	Jefferson	County	firearm	tags	in	Perry	
County. A citation and warning were issued 
to the hunters. 
SALINE COUNTY 
CPO Schoenhoff received a complaint of a 
hunter who entered the property of another 
to retrieve a deer. I made contact with 
the hunter, who admitted to entering the 
complainant’s property to retrieve his deer 
and	 did	 not	 possess	 a	 firearm	 either-sex	
permit. The hunter was informed about the 
permit requirements and hunting without 
permission laws. The hunter was issued 
citations for Unlawful take of Whitetail Deer 
Without a Valid Permit, Unlawful Hunting 
without permission, Unlawful Take of 
Whitetail Deer, and the 10 point buck was 
seized as evidence. The meat was donated to 
a processer for feeding the hungry. 
WHITE COUNTY 
CPO Skelton issued a citation to an individual 
for	 hunting	with	 a	 rifle	 during	 firearm	 deer	
season. 
Southern Zone / District 15, Sgt. Timothy 
Buhnerkempe (CPO Hyatt, CPO Roper, 
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CPO Roundcount, CPO Skelton, CPO 
Smith, CPO Swindle, CPO Taylor & CPO 
Willand) (Counties: Clay, Crawford, 
Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, 
Lawrence, Marion, Richland, Wabash, & 
Wayne) 
CRAWFORD COUNTY 
CPO Willand along with CPO Taylor checked 
two	hunters	on	opening	firearm	season,	who	had	
falsified	documents	in	order	to	draw	landowner	
permits. Three citations and a written warning 
were issued and the unlawfully possessed deer 
permits	were	confiscated.	
FAYETTE COUNTY 
While on patrol CPO Roper observed an ATV 
traveling	down	a	field	lane	with	an	uncased	
firearm.	 CPO	 Roper	 stopped	 the	 individual	
driving the ATV to address the issue. CPO 
Roper conducted a hunter compliance check 
and learned the shotgun was also unplugged. 
While addressing the issue a family member 
arrived at our location. CPO Roper learned 
the second individual was transporting a 
loaded	 muzzle	 loading	 rifle	 in	 the	 vehicle.	
CPO	Roper	issued	the	first	subject	a	written	
warning	for	 the	uncased	firearm	on	an	ATV	
and issued a citation for the unplugged 
shotgun. CPO Roper issued the second 
individual	a	citation	for	the	loaded	firearm	in	
a motor vehicle. 
CPO Roper received a complaint of an 
individual who had unlawfully harvested 
a buck whitetail deer and used his father’s 
permit to tag the deer. CPO Roper and 
Sgt. Buhnerkempe arrived where the two 
individuals involved in the complaint were 
located. CPO Roper spoke with the subject 
who had unlawfully harvested the deer, while 
Sgt. Buhnerkempe spoke with the father. CPO 
Roper learned to form the individual he had 
tagged the deer with his father’s permit. The 
deer was seized at this time. The individual 
was issued three citations, and the father was 
issued a citation. Both individuals received 
mandatory court dates. The deer was donated 
to a charitable organization. 
JASPER COUNTY 
CPO Taylor received a call from a hunter stating 
that he had shot a buck deer and the homeowner 
across the street from where he was hunting had 
called the police because he had shot too close 
to the residence. The hunter asked how far you 
must be from a residence, and I asked him how 
far he was away, and he stated 104 yards. I 
informed the hunter he needs to be 300 Yards 
from a residence. The hunter stated well you 
got me I will wait here so you can write me my 
tickets. The hunter was cited for the violations 
and the buck deer was seized. 
RICHLAND COUNTY 
CPO Willand along with CPO Hyatt were 
on marked patrol when a side by side was 
observed driving on the roadway with a 
freshly killed buck deer in the back. CPO 
Willand stopped side by side and observed 
no permit to be attached to the deer’s leg or 
antler. CPO Willand issued one citation and 
three written warnings to the individual and 
had him place his permit on the buck. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Skelton issued 3 citations to an 

individual for failure to tag a whitetail deer, 
failure to report harvest, and unlawful take of 
whitetail deer. The deer meat was seized and 
donated to a facility where it will be given to 
those in need. 
CPO Skelton issued a citation to an individual 
for having an uncased 300 blackout. 
Southern Zone / District 16, Sgt. Kristin 
Taylor (CPO G. Anderson, CPO Johnson, 
CPO Somers, CPO Spinka, CPO Teas, 
CPO Vasicek, CPO Wilkinson, CPO 
Wolf) (Counties: Alexander, Jackson, 
Johnson, Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Union, & 
Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Williams cited a Florida hunter for using 
the Landowner Tag of a Franklin County 
Resident. The harvest report indicated a 10 
point buck was killed. The hunters were 
located and admission was obtained to using 
the Landowner Tag because the hunter only 
had an Antlerless Only permit. The Hunter 
was cited for Use of Another’s Permit 
and Unlawful Take of Deer. The deer was 
recovered from a local processing facility 
and entered into evidence. 
JOHNSON COUNTY 
While	checking	a	deer	hunter	during	firearm	
deer season in Johnson County, CPO Teas 
discovered he had killed a buck during archery 
season and had never tagged it or checked it 
in. A citation and warnings were issued. 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO	Wolf	cited	a	man	firearm	deer	hunting	
with no valid permits in the Shawnee 
National Forest and for operating his ATV on 
government property without a valid permit. 
CPO Wilkinson issued 3 citations for 
unlawfully deer hunting by the use/aid of bait 
(Corn Feeders), 1 citation for unlawfully deer 
hunting without a valid permit, and 1 citation 
for failure to tag deer immediately upon 
harvest. 8 written warnings were issued for 
various other violations. 
UNION COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek located a subject with an 
untagged white-tailed deer. Another deer 
was located that had a POH landowners tag 
on it. This deer tag was issued to an elderly 
subject whose property was not near where 
the harvested deer was located. It was 
determined that the non-resident subject was 
killing and tagging deer with other people’s 
tags. Multiple citations were issued. 
CPO	Vasicek	contacted	a	firearm	deer	hunter	
who had an uncased loaded shotgun in his 
vehicle. This subject had been deer hunting 
during	 the	 first	 season.	 He	 did	 not	 have	
a	 firearm	 deer	 permit,	 hunting	 license,	 or	
habitat stamp. He stated that he was trying 
to	 fill	 his	 friend’s	 permits.	 Upon	 further	
investigation, it was determined that the 
subject’s FOID card was revoked. Multiple 
citations and seizures were completed. 
CPO Vasicek reports the disposition of 2 
Mississippi residents who were arrested for 
spotlighting on an IDNR refuge with loaded 
uncased Raven crossbows in the vehicle. 
Both subjects were convicted of spotlighting 
and	 were	 fined	 $1197.50	 each	 and	 the	 2	
Raven crossbows were forfeited to the IDNR.

www.aspenfuels.us
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Gunsmithing with Kirby Schupp
The Shotgun Shop • PO Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

theshotgunshop@hotmail.com
http://theshotgunshop.net is the archive article website

NEW WEBSITE phone/tablet friendly: http://theshotgunshop.com
15 years of writing for Adventure Sports Outdoors!

REPAIR PROBLEMS FROM 
PREVIOUS HANDS

 When a mechanism with alterations 
or previous repair attempts is sent in 
because the earlier work has either 
prevented or failed to restore function, 
there must be determination of exactly 
what has been done or changed and may 
now need to be un-done. If the model 
in question has not been seen before, 
then some study of the workings will 
help to make decisions concerning what 
is correct, and what needs correcting. 
Comprehensive study of differing 
mechanisms may broaden the ability to 
understand details that vary from what 
has been used in other models.
 Sometimes the plastic or wood 
finish	 present	 is	 vulnerable	 to	 solvents,	
so what is chosen to remove fouling or 
crud should be tested. Let’s make this 

burrs upset the outer corners and were 
removed to create the free non-sticking 
travel necessary to lock in the magazine 
for reliable retention. Too bad someone 
was not familiar with Colt using a 
tabbed, rather than threaded, screw for 
the magazine catch. That screw cannot 
rotate when the parts are at rest as in 
the right image, and the best that can be 
hoped is that the driver tip breaks or the 
tab shears off, rather than damage the 
button to possibly require replacement, 
and still was a closer call than what 
would be preferred.
 Another unfortunate situation, 
luckily of little cost, was the loss of a 

picture set of a grip panel warped and 
cracking become a reminder to check in 
a tiny area before going wild with a spray 
can or submersion soaking. (See picture 
1) In this case, just the one panel was 
affected, but it is hard to procure just one 
when these are normally sold in sets, so it 
looks like there will be a left side to spare. 
The warped panel holds the screw thread 
insert, and this angularity may produce a 
cross-thread condition and be the reason 
the grip screw now has the tip broken off.
 A part that fails to move freely or 
sticks in position (even when spring 
loaded), as seen in the left image, should 
be recognized as an obvious connection 
with the burred screw slot possibly 
dragging in the provided hole, as was 
the case. (See picture 2) The slot end 

spring segment (red arrow) that was 
inadvertently left beneath the screw 
boss and sheared by the edge at the blue 
arrow when the screw was snugged. (See 
picture 3) The replacement spring is seen 
below the damaged specimen placed at 
initial installation position. The screw 
goes in the slot from the opposite side 
and leaves a tiny window open that can 
be	used	to	fish	for	the	tensioning	tail	so	
it can be held out of line with the screw 
boss it must ultimately push against 
to operate the slide lock. With no tail, 
the clipped spring could not do the job 
as intended. If the installer had felt the 
binding against the spring with a little 



more	finesse,	perhaps	the	tip	would	not	
have been seen in this condition. Since 
the slide lock pivots on that pin seen to 
the right built onto the part, little force 
is necessary to cause motion and a tiny 
wire spring can do the job. This might 
have been a situation where an altered 
design would have made unintentional 
oversight unlikely to cause this stoppage.
 The last detail covered now is one of 
minor difference making a major change 
in functionality. The hammer strut pivots 
during the cocking motion similar to the 
white arc arrow while the axle hole is 
fixed	on	the	pivot	pin,	and	the	strut	pivots	
on its own pin seen at the yellow line 
towards that approximate orientation at 
the end of the line when cocked back. 

After a full day of fishing, come to the Spillway Motel 
and relax in one of our clean, comfortable rooms. 

Micros, frig, cable TV, Wi-Fi, coffee pot, hairdryer.  
All rooms have 2 beds. Ask about our Hot Tubs!

Ask about our Pet policy. 
Park near your room to unload fast & easy. 

Ice & Soda Available!  Restaurants & entertainment nearby. 

BAIT SHOP ON SITE & MOTEL OPEN YEAR ROUND!
1/2 mile to Beach and 9th Street boat launch.  

Within walking distance to river and spillway! 
Under New Ownership

Shelbyville, IL
For Reservations:

(800) 845-0414
(217) 774-9591

(See picture 4) That distance change 
from the axle pivot utilizes an offset 
to the strut with a slight curve inbuilt 
to allow clearance into the spring hole 
and past the capture pin that retains the 
spring follower. If the strut is turned 
around by accident, the offset is mirrored 
the wrong way and causes a bind at the 
red arrow section, whereas the other side 
clears when oriented correctly, like the 
green arrow would indicate. As with the 
previous part problem, if the strut and 
mating slot could have been slightly 
altered to make the pin end not able to 
obviously reverse and still assemble, 
this mistake would be prevented. There 
are stories of mechanisms having parts 
that were able to sit incorrectly but still 

THE SHOTGUN SHOPTHE SHOTGUN SHOP
GUNSMITHINGGUNSMITHING

•  Choke & Mechanical 
Specialist

•  School Trained,         
20+ Years

• Best Recoil Pads

•  Improvement of Turkey, 
Match, Steel Shot 
Performance

• Stop Bruises

P.O. Box 212 • Arnold, MO 63010

636-282-4379636-282-4379
Interesting Articles & Detailed Work Listing at:

TheShotgunShop.net
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allow assembly to continue or (as has 
been discovered here) there are enough 
similarities of springs or pins to allow 
the wrong version or length to be used 
in place i.e. swapped inadvertently and 
not immediately be noticed. Failure in 
use	may	occur	if	 insufficiently	tested	at	
the bench or range, or some damage may 
occur or the problem is discovered near 
the completion of assembly concerning a 
part installed early in the process: one is 
bad and the other, worse.
	 The	 final	 thought	 will	 be	 on	 the	
use of substitute parts not made by the 
original manufacturer. The mechanism 
may have parts swapped in that are not 
noticed as being non-original make 

but	 have	 slightly	 incorrect	 profile	 or	
clearance that makes return to function in 
doubt, if not at least a major investment 
in time to reach the point to make a 
conclusion. Whenever possible, have 
the original parts that were swapped 
to use for comparison, even if broken 
or altered by inexperienced hands. The 
efforts that may be saved will reduce the 
bill that must be paid by someone, if not 
the owner it will be the repair technician 
losing time on the job unnecessarily. 
Thank you for considering all of us out 
here in the trenches.

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage

Firewood • Lumber
Snow Removal

Zach Nayden
Owner/Operator

(309) 224-9113

• AMISH BUILT •

700 Mill St. • Arthur IL • 1-800-447-0561
www.CoachHouseGarages.com

Competitive Prices & Free Garage Design Consultation!
See Website for more photos, info & a dealer near you!
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 As a multispecies angler and avid 
outdoorsman, I have gear in my boat, garage, 
and basement to match just about any condition 
you come across.  My walls are lined with 
rod and reel combos that are matched to any 
species or presentation that you can imagine.  
 The one item that I have always had 
a	 difficult	 time	 figuring	 out	 was	 the	 proper	
polarized sunglasses to wear under different 
conditions.  You would think that this would 
not be a hard choice, but I was sadly mistaken 
the more I looked into the different options out 
there	when	it	came	to	lens	tints	and	overall	fit.
 I recently had a conversation with 
Dr. Gary Nesty the owner of Solar Bat 
sunglasses about the importance of proper 
eye	wear	while	 fishing.	 	 Dr.	 Nesty	 is	 also	 a	
practicing Optometrist as well as a tournament 
fisherman.	 	 I	 knew	 that	 I	 needed	 some	first-
hand knowledge to help me determine what to 

look for in proper eyewear for the water.
 You have to think of sunglasses like you 
would any other part of your equipment.  If 
you	 take	 a	 peek	 in	my	 boat,	 you	will	 find	 a	
huge	variety	of	rods.		Each	one	has	a	specific	
purpose.  There will be rods for crankbaits, 
swim jigs, spinnerbaits, and heavy cover.  This 
doesn’t mean that I can’t cast a crankbait with 
a spinnerbait rod, but it does mean that if I am 
throwing a crankbait with the right rod, I will 
get more hookups and have better control of 
my bait as it was designed to give me the best 
feel for that style of bait.
 This same holds true for sunglasses.  The 
variety of tints on the market all have their 
specific	 use	 and	 it	 is	 very	 beneficial	 to	 have	
glasses that you can use in any situation you 
may face.  Each tint has a particular use, and 
you	can	find	good	fishing	glasses	in	the	market	
that will match your situation.
 I have always found that if there is 
something that I am unsure of the best way to 
learn about it is to go to the experts.  This was 
no exception when it came to determining what 
tint of lens that should be used for different 
fishing	 situations.	 	 During	 my	 conversation	
and research, I had a chance to learn about the 
uses	and	benefits	of	all	the	different	tints	of	the	

LAKE MILLE LACS
WORLD-CLASS SMALLMOUTH

18” - 21” ARE COMMON!
Huge Northern, Big Walleye & Record Muskies!

Located on Lake Mille Lacs this world famous lake features some of the best Walleye, Jumbo Perch, Bass, Northern and Muskie fishing 
available today. Whether it’s open water fishing on our Spacious 4-hour Fishing Launches in the Summer or a Private Launch fishing event, 
a good time will be had by all. Lake Mille Lacs is Minnesota’s second largest lake covering 132,000 acres with over 80 miles of shoreline.
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Sunday - Thursday
2-Launch Fishing Trips, 

Lodging at Resort,
Breakfast & Dinner!

320.692.4413 • 800.450.4682
Check out the webcam & photos on the website!

www.TwinPinesMilleLacs.com

Twin Pines is just south of 
Garrison on Hwy 169 
overlooking St. Alban’s Bay 
on Mille Lacs’ 
magnificent Westside!

Great for Bachelor and Bachelorette Parties!

By Cory Yarmuth • Legend-outdoors.com

THE INSIDER VIEW ON SUNGLASS TINTS
YOUR ADVANTAGE ON THE WATER

polarized glasses from Dr. Nesty. 
 Here is a little rundown of each tint and 
how	 it	 relates	 to	fishing	 situations	as	well	 as	
techniques:
	 Grey:	This	is	a	neutral	tint	that	filters	all	
wavelengths of light equally.  It has a light 
transmission	of	14%	and	keeps	all	 the	colors	
looking like they should. The greens look 
green, and reds look red. The grey tint does 
not highlight any color as they just tone the 
colors	down	and	filter	 the	 light	 equally.	This	
is a good “all purpose” tint to use for most 
fishing	situations.
 Grey Ice Blue with mirror.  This is a great 
tint for open water as they block the most 
amount of light.  Their light transmission is 
8%	and	if	you	were	to	go	any	lower	than	8%	
you would not be able to use them for driving.  
This	tint	is	perfect	for	ice	fishing	or	for	open	
water trolling on bigger water.  It will not 
inhibit	your	ability	to	see	your	colors	but	filter	
the most amount of light to protect your eyes 
while on big bodies of water where the sun can 
reflect	a	great	amount	off	the	water.
 Amber: This tint highlights the browns 
in the water.  The brown works great for 
clearwater	 shallows	 when	 fishing	 for	
smallmouth	 bass.	 	 The	 brown	 of	 the	 fish	 is	

really highlighted and can make it easier to 
pick	out	fish	in	the	shallow	clear	water.		This	
tint is not good for muddy water as it will 
make the water look dirtier. This tint is also 
great for those anglers that may be color blind. 
 Amber with green mirror:  This has 
the same properties as the standard amber; 

Author with a couple nice eater walleye. 
It is important to protect your 

eyes on big open water.
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Lund 1875 Impact
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however,	it	has	5%	less	light	transmission	with	
the green mirror. 
 High Contrast Yellow:  This tint is 
superior for cloudy days as it will really 
brighten everything up.  This is not a tint you 
would use on a sunny day, however if you 
are	 fishing	 a	 Tannic	 water,	 it	 can	 make	 the	
difference	 in	 finding	 fish	 and	 being	 able	 to	
present a bait properly. The tint works well for 
finding	bedding	bass	in	Tannic	stained	water.		
It	 also	 will	 really	 help	 when	 fishing	 in	 the	
shallows in shady areas.
 Mossback Green:  The green tint is 
excellent for highlighting the color green.  
It tends to bleach out the color brown and 
can help greatly in stained or muddy water.  
This tint will make the browns muted and 
allow green items to be highlighted.   This is 
excellent when looking for weed lines as the 
green weeds really show up brightly.  It is also 
great	for	fishing	bedded	Largemouth	bass	as	it	
will lighten the brown bed color up and darken 
the	 green	 of	 the	 fish	 so	 you	 can	 properly	
present	your	bait	to	the	fish.
 Mossback Gradient: This color combines 
the best of two tints in one lens.  This allows 
the angler to look forward and have the 
Mossback tint and then look down and have 
a High Contrast yellow tint.  This is a very 
versatile tint that is very effective to the 
anglers that are moving in and out of sunny 
and shaded areas.  Many bass angler that are 
fishing	shorelines	would	benefit	from	this	tint	
as allows the angler to use one pair of glasses 
for	fishing	shaded	shorelines.		

 Mossback Gradient Inverted: This is 
the same as Mossback Gradient, however 
the high contrast yellow is on the top and 
mossback is on the bottom.  This was created 
for	 the	 angler	 that	 likes	 to	 pitch	 and	 flip	 in	
heavy overhanging cover like boat docks or 
deep	 brush.	 	 When	 fishing	 these	 areas,	 the	
angler is typically looking through the top 
of the glasses when pitching a bait to these 
areas.  The tint will allow for better visibility 
up under the cover so you can properly place 
your bait where it needs to be.  
 These tints were all developed by Mr. Gary 
Nesty	 after	 several	 years	 of	 fishing	 as	 a	 Co-
Angler in the FLW tournament trail.  Mr. Nesty 
used	his	time	in	the	back	of	the	boat	to	fine	tune	
the different offerings to best suit the needs of the 
angler	for	any	type	of	fishing	situation.		The	Pro-
edition	line	of	glasses	were	made	by	fishermen	
for	fishermen.	Countless	hours	of	on-the-water	
testing was done to make sure that the proper 
tints	were	developed	to	help	the	fishermen	out	in	
any conditions that they may face.

 It was certainly and eye-opening 
experience to learn about all the different 
tints and what advantages they have over 
other tints in differing situations.  I learned 
that there really should be multiple pairs of 
sunglasses in the boat with me to match each 
fishing	condition.
 As an angler it is important that we use 
every	advantage	we	can	to	put	more	fish	in	the	
boat.  We must also remember that there are 
other pieces of equipment that should be a part 
of our arsenal.  Sunglasses not only allow us to 

see better into the water, but they also protect 
our eyes from damaging UV rays or even stray 
hooks	that	may	come	flying	our	way.
 The next time you are looking to purchase 
a	 pair	 of	 glasses	 for	 fishing	 make	 sure	 you	
do your research and think about the type of 
fishing	you	do.		Use	this	little	list	to	determine	
the best tint for your needs and I am sure you 
will have a better day on the water.
 If you would like more information on 
Dr.	Gary	Nesty	and	Solar	Bat	you	can	find	him	
on the web at www.solarbat.com.

Author using an amber tint to locate 
shallow smallmouth bass

It is essential to have a good set of 
polarized glasses when fishing clear water 

and bright sun conditions.
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CANOEING 
SAFETY ON 
BIG WATERS
by Tom Berg

 A leisurely canoe trip across a 
large, glass-calm lake is an experience 
to remember.  In the quiet solitude of 
a secluded bay, you may encounter a 
whitetail deer as it browses along the 
water’s edge in the early morning light.  
You might spot a group of mallard 
ducks paddling across the lake or see 
a beaver swimming near shore with 
branches in its mouth.  Canoes are quiet 

enough to get you close to nature, and if 
you use some common sense and make 
safety a priority, you will create many 
fond memories that will last a lifetime.
 Safe boating practices are 
especially important on large lakes and 
rivers where help is not always close 
at hand.  Unfortunately, the weather is 
not always nice.  Storms can often blow 
in very quickly, so if you are traveling 
by canoe it pays to be cautious and get 
off the water before disaster strikes.  
Have you ever been out on Patoka Lake 

when a thunderstorm rolled-in out of 
the west?  What about the Ohio River?  
These big waters can be dangerous.
 Storm-driven waves and strong 
winds	 can	 make	 things	 very	 difficult,	
even for experienced paddlers.  A 
broadside wind can push your canoe 
sideways, and it can even tip the boat if 
caution is not used.  If possible, paddle 
directly into the wind or turn around and 
go with the waves.  Heavy wave action 
can also produce swells that come all 
the way up to the top of the gunwales, 

threatening to swamp the canoe if they 
wash over the sides.  These are just a few 
of the things you should think about.
 Even though it is necessary to 
watch the weather while canoeing, I 
love canoes.  They may be less stable 
than	 rowboats	 or	 jonboats	 with	 flatter	
bottoms, but canoes are sleek and fast.  
They are also light and maneuverable 
and can get into shallower water than 
most other boats.  They glide through 
thick weedbeds with ease, too.  Fishing 
from a canoe is fun and exciting.

Call or Text 217-304-1680 • www.cornfieldcrappiegear.com

WE BUILD QUALITY PRODUCTS RIGHT ON KENTUCKY LAKE IN THE GREAT USA!
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Electric Livescope Operation
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Double Mount in 
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Vertical Rod Rack- 
8 Rod Holders
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Mount
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One of the benefits of traveling by canoe is the fact that you can be 
silent and get close to nature.  Photo by Tom Berg.

Whether canoeing on a large reservoir or on a big river like the 
Wabash or the Ohio River, safety should always be at the 

top of the list.  Photo by Tom Berg.



WHEN THE ROAD ENDS, 
HIGH PERFORMANCE BEGINS.

GO GATOR.
PETERSBURG

18517 Kelly Street
217.632.7767

HAVANA 
1105 State Route 97

309.543.6303

SLOANS.COM
Follow Us On Social

June 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  61

2000 E. War Memorial Dr. (1 mile West of McCluggage Bridge) • Peoria, IL

Installation

Available!

“Peoria Area’s Elite Truck & 
Auto Accessory Center”

AUTO • TRUCK • JEEP • VAN
RESTYLING SPECIALIST

Custom Colors
Lifetime Warranty

GARDIT SPRAY ON 
TRUCK BEDLINER

• Window Tinting
• Running Boards
• Spray On Bedliners
• Tube Steps 
•  Fiberglass Hard    

Lids & Caps

• Remote Starts 
• Tonneau Covers
• Keyless Entry 
• 4x4 Accessories
• Trailer Hitches 
• Tool Boxes
• & MUCH MORE!

309-688-8752

Chart Your Course
 Choosing a safe route is important 
when planning a canoe trip on a large 
reservoir or big river.  Rather than 
making a beeline across the middle of 
a large reservoir, for example, plot a 
course where you can paddle along the 
shoreline and explore the many small 
coves and creek arms that can be found 
there.  You can also just cruise along the 
shoreline for extended stretches.  That 
will enable you to take shelter on shore 
if a storm moves in, and you will have a 
chance to enjoy more scenery, too.
 Obtain a good lake map or map 
of the surrounding area where you 
will	be	 traveling,	and	study	 it	 to	find	
the best route.  Besides planning the 
paddling route, you can make tentative 
plans	 for	 fishing	 certain	 areas	 where	
you might want to stop along the way 
and try your luck.  If bald eagles or 
ospreys are known to be nesting along 
a particular shoreline, you can glide 
up on them silently with your camera 
or binoculars for a close look or some 
spectacular photos.
 I can remember a canoe trip across 
a large remote lake several years ago 
when my brother and I were caught 
by a storm that came in suddenly from 
the west.  I had chosen a course that 
led almost due west towards one of the 
largest islands in the lake, and when the 
high winds hit we headed into the wind 
and made for the island.
 We made it to safety and had just 
enough time to secure our canoes and 
begin setting up the tents before the 
heavy rains came.  The vicious winds 
snapped some of our tent poles and 
flattened	 the	 tents	 (with	 us	 huddled	
inside), and we were forced to wait for a 
lull in the storm to make the tent repairs.  
The wind and rain raged for most of the 
rest of the day, and we were all glad that 
we weren’t out on the water.  When the 
following day dawned clear and bright, 
we packed our gear and continued on 
our way.

Put Safety First
	 One	of	the	first	rules	of	canoeing	is	
that you wear a good life preserver or 
life vest while you are out on the water.  
This is even more important when the 
weather turns foul, because mishaps 
and the danger of capsizing in high 
wind and waves increases.  It has never 
happened to me, but there’s always a 
first	time.
 Do not overload your canoe with 
gear.  A little common sense goes a long 

way on a canoe trip.  If you are traveling 
with a party that is large enough to have 
two or three canoes in the group, be sure 
to distribute the load so that no single 
canoe is overloaded.  A canoe that rides 
too low in the water is more apt to 
take a wave over the side and become 
swamped.
 Too much gear is not a good thing, 
but a spare paddle is a great idea.  
Wooden paddles can break, and you 
don’t want to be without a paddle if 
yours snaps at the wrong time.  Stow an 

extra paddle in the bottom of the canoe; 
it’s good insurance.
 Never stand in the canoe while 
paddling.  Canoes are not made like 
bass	 boats,	 and	 they	 can	 flip	 if	 you	
don’t exercise a reasonable amount 
of caution.  It is far too easy to lose 
your balance if the other person in the 
canoe suddenly moves or shifts their 
weight.  You can rarely see any farther 
from a canoe whether you are sitting 
or standing anyway, so be smart and 
remain seated.

 One of the most important things 
to remember when you are paddling 
through rough seas is to remain calm.  
Do not panic and keep your wits about 
you.  That one simple act of staying 
calm can help you get out of all sorts 
of jams.
 People have been canoeing through 
all sorts of weather successfully for 
hundreds of years, so the odds are good 
that you will, too.  Be careful and keep 
your eyes open and your canoe may just 
take you on the trip of a lifetime.
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OUTDOOR TRADITIONS CREATE SOLID 
RELATIONSHIPS FOR DARRELL HINDMAN
 “Some things in life go together like peanut 
butter and jelly,” said Darrell Hindman of Living 
the Dream Outdoor Properties. “Such has been 
the case with a unique combination of my family 
heritage, realty career, close friends, and deep 
interests in conservation and land stewardship.”
  Hindman’s father, Clifford, began the Hindman 
family realtor tradition, which now spans three 
generations. The elder Hindman loved the outdoors 
with a passion, too; so much so that passing it on to 
his son, Darrell, was a natural occurrence.
  “I’ve enjoyed a rich family heritage with 
the real estate business and the outdoors,” 
Darrell Hindman said. “Now, I’m proud of my 
son, Hunter, as he excels both as a realtor and 
an outdoorsman that exhibits his love of the 
outdoors and land stewardship every day.”
  Hindman’s heady love of the outdoors and 
stewardship ethics coupled beautifully with the 
creation of Living the Dream Outdoor Properties, 
of which he is one of eight national owners.
 Choosing to specialize in unique outdoor 
recreation properties, farms, and ranches, 
solidified	Hindman’s	place	 among	clients,	 both	
buyers and sellers, as they quickly recognized 
his unusual passion for land stewardship 
and conservation. “Solid conservation and 
stewardship principles formed the cornerstone 
of our business,” he stated. “‘Each of our staff 
members are serious when they make the 
statement: “It’s not just land, it’s a lifestyle.”’ 
 Hindman sincerely believes that people, 
both clients and staff, are the greatest of natural 
resources. “Incredible outdoor recreation 
properties, farms and ranches are the ultimate 
properties in my book,” Hindman said. “However, 
talented people turn those properties into greater 
properties through their keen knowledge of the 
land, their dedicated efforts and commitment 
to land stewardship. I’m fortunate enough to 
be in the unique position of being able to bring 
great properties and great people together. In the 
process, I have forged many great relationships.”
 Hindman sees his position with Living 
the Dream Outdoor Properties as the ultimate 
opportunity	 to	 influence	 positive	 relationships	
with everyone with whom he makes contact. “I’ve 
made hundreds of friends, many of them life-
long friendships, over the decades while meeting 
with landowners wishing to sell, and interested 
buyers,”Hindman said. “Landowners with a sense 
of stewardship truly are the salt of the earth.”
 Bill Lovelace is Hindman’s best friend. He 
sold Lovelace an adjoining property of his personal 
farm in Cherryville, Missouri. The likeminded pair 
hit it off immediately, each loving the countryside 
and the solitude and quiet atmosphere it offers.
 Hindman met both Jim Zara and Tim 
Branneky years ago, while helping them with 
recreational land purchases. The trio now owns a 
duck hunting club together. Likewise, Hindman’s 
contagious	 enthusiasm	 solidified	 numerous	
relationships with conservation agencies, 
including Ducks Unlimited, the National Wild 
Turkey Federation, the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation, Quail Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, 
and the Missouri Department of Conservation. 
 “I’m extremely fortunate to have worked 

with and promoted the missions of these 
incredibly successful conservation agencies and 
their personnel,” Hindman said.
 Despite his recognized dedication to the 
cause of conservation and his heavy involvements 
in each, Hindman recognizes that the best way 
to get to know an individual and form a lasting 
relationship is to share a hunting camp. 
 In March of 2022, Hindman scheduled a 
jungle hunting camp in the Yucatan of Mexico 
with	 TanKab	 Outfitters.	 Along	 with	 his	 son,	
Hunter, and his best friend Bill Lovelace, he 
invited long time outdoor communicator Bill 
Cooper to join the group. Hindman had supported 
Cooper’s outdoor radio show and eventually 
hired him to host Living the Dream Outdoors 
on ESPN radio. Currently, Cooper hosts Living 
the Dream Outdoors Podcast. “My relationship 
with Cooper, allows us to spread the word to 
other outdoorsmen about outdoor opportunities, 
ethics, land stewardship and conservation,” 
Hindman said. 
 The Hindman hunting party arrived in 
TanKab’s camp, a part of 160,000 acres of leased 
properties deep in the Yucatan jungles. Their 
plans included hunting ocellated turkey, brocket 
deer, great curassow, coatimundi, and agouti. 
 A charming camp of wall tents on permanent 
foundations, with comfortable cots and air 
conditioning	set	the	mood	for	the	five-day	camp.	
“TanKab’s fairy tale camp deep in the Yucatan 
jungles proved to be an experience of a lifetime,” 
said Hindman. “The experienced hunting guides 
were superb. Camp cooks served up attractive, 
well-plated, tasty meals. A highlight of the 
week were meals created form our harvests of 
ocellated turkey and brocket deer.” 
 Mornings started well before daylight 
with each hunter wishing one another good 
luck as they faded into the darkness with their 
respective guides. Anticipation ran high as each 
returned to camp in late morning. Shared tales 
and	 laughter	filled	 the	heavy	 jungle	air	as	one	
by one everyone returned to share their morning 
experiences in the jungle. 
 Delicious hot meals, hot showers and a 
siesta refreshed every hunter. After recuperating 
everyone left camp again at 3 P.M. for an 
afternoon hunt.
 “The jungle atmosphere of the Tan-Kab 
camp became intoxicating,” Hindman said. “We 
quickly established a common bond with Gaston 
Banuelos, the camp manager, and his incredible 
staff of guides, skinners and cooks.” 
 Every evening we lingered into the night 
under	 the	dinner	fly	 to	share	a	 refreshing	drink	
and stories of our grand day of adventure hunting 
in the jungle. Strong bonds formed between 
hunters and Gaston as he vividly displayed the 
TanKab attitude of positive conservation and 
land stewardship ethics. “It’s a special bond to 
solidify friendships with kindred spirits in the 
jungle,” Hindman stated.
 Darrell Hindman is an icon in the new world 
of outdoor lifestyle-oriented land realty. His rich 
family history, unquestionable land stewardship 
ethic, and understanding of the importance of 
building lasting relationships keeps him keenly 

focused on nothing but the sweet smell of 
success lying ahead. 
 Living the Dream Outdoor Properties is 
growing. If you possess a strong passion for 
the outdoors and live the land stewardship 
ethic, consider joining the team. Contact Darrel 
Hindman at 1-800-BUY-DIRT

The TanKab Outfitters hunting camp creates 
an atmosphere of relaxation and intrigue 

with the surrounding jungle.

Hunter Hindman is a third-generation 
realtor. He’s equally at ease while closing 

on an incredible outdoor recreation 
property, or hunting ocellated turkeys 

in the Yucatan jungles.

Author Bill Cooper proudly displays the 
largest ocellated turkey he has taken in 14 

seasons in the Yucatan.

Hunter Hindman shows off his great 
curassow, a large bird of the Yucatan jungle.

Darrell Hindman, and his son, Hunter, share a 
moment of success together while displaying 

a great specimen of a brocket deer.

Hunting camp provided a common bond 
among participants, which nurtured 

friendships and established long 
lasting relationships.Friendships between hunters and hosts 

became solidified under the dining fly, 
while enjoying hearty camp meals, which 

included ocellated turkey and brocket deer.

By Bill Cooper for Hook and Barrel Magazine
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PUBLIC AND NOT SO PUBLIC SHOOTS

 If you are an archer or 
bowhunter like me, you enjoy 
participating in public shoots 
sponsored by area archery clubs.  
Many of us know how exciting it 
is to walk through a clubs’ range 
and shoot at 3-D targets.  Before 
organized sports became popular 
these public shoots drew hundreds 
of archers.  I can remember our 
club’s parking lot being to full that 
cars	and	trucks	had	to	find	parking	
on both sides of the street outside 
of the clubhouse.  Those were 
the good old days.  The revenue 
from those events helped the club 
survive.  
 3-D SHOOTS.  This is the type 
of shoot current archers are most 
familiar participating in.  A variety 
of 3-D targets are placed at various 
stations within the boundaries of 
the clubs’ property.   I have set up 
many of these events and we always 
wanted to put each 3-D target in a 
natural setting.  In other words, if we 
had a 3-D buck target we would try 
to have it look like he was making 
a scrape or tending a reclining doe 
target.  If we put out raccoons, we 
would have several of them walking 
along a log.  A 3-D bear might have 
his head in a bucket.  Imagination 
and creativity of the event hosts 
regarding placement of the targets 
always makes for an interesting 
afternoon of target practice.

 STRING SHOOTS. If you 
enjoyed spending a lot of time 
waiting in line for your turn to 
shoot and had nearly the entire 
day to do it than this type of public 
shoot was made for you.  At the 
starting point of each station a 
rope had been stung along the trail.  
As you walked the path, shooters 
looked for the target placed 
somewhere along that stretch of 
the trail.  There was only one spot 
that offered a perfect shot and 
maybe several that presented less 
ideal shots.  If a shooter decided, 
he passed the best spot to shoot at 
the target he COULD NOT retrace 
his steps.  The best opportunity 
had lost and there was not going 
back.  Most participants moved 
along the marked trail at a stalkers 
pace, while others would take a 
view steps, look around and then 
advance a few more steps.  Being 
behind this type of shooter made 
for long waits between stations.  
 TRADITIONAL SHOOTS.  

EXHIBITORS WANTEDEXHIBITORS WANTED

WWW.DEERANDBEERFEST.COMWWW.DEERANDBEERFEST.COM

AUGUST 27TH & 28TH, 2022AUGUST 27TH & 28TH, 2022
SATURDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM 

SUNDAY 9:00AM – 4:00PM
INTERSTATE CENTER, BLOOMINGTON, IL

Admission: $10 for Adult, Military with ID $5, Kids 12 & Under Free

200+ Booths on Display

$100,000 worth of door prizes 

Working Class Bowhunter Podcast After Party 
on Saturday Night

Sportsman’s Auction, Big Buck Contest- Cost $20 includes 
2-day pass, Great Seminar Speakers, Trophies of Grace’s 

World Class Whitetail Collection and so much more!!

By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz
marleneasomag@gmail.com

Realistic scenarios keep archers coming back.

Traditional shoots have not lost 
their appeal.  Every year in June 
for the last 31 years Rapids Archery 
Club in Andover MN has held the 
state’s largest traditional shoot.  
They continue to draw hundreds 

of shooters over the 2-day event.  
Sixty targets 3-D are placed in 
realistic hunting scenarios along 3 
themed loops (Minnesota-Western-
African).  By offering camp sites, 
archery supply vendors and food this 
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event entices out-state traditionalist 
to sign up for both days.  
 COON SHOOT. My husband 
often talks about a long-gone shoot 
called the “Coon Shoot” which 
actually was open to the public at 
one time.  Cardboard cutouts of 
raccoon were painted and placed 
at the straw bale target butts at 
each archery range station.  After 
sunset, every registered shooting 
group was sent out with a scorecard 

Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, 
Life and Health InsuranceLife and Health Insurance

Your One Stop Shop Your One Stop Shop 
for all of your Insurance Needsfor all of your Insurance Needs
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Alan Thompson, Agent

623 E. Jackson St., Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

statefarm.com®

and	a	flashlight.		At	each	target	butt	
one person in the group used the 
flashlight	 to	 illuminate	 the	 target.		
Reflective	tape	placed	by	the	eyes	
of the cardboard raccoon gave the 
archer a sense of where the scoring 
section was.   For safety reasons, 
this shoot has been discontinued.
 CANOE RIVER SHOOT.   In 
the late 50s or early 60s the Red 
Wing (MN) Archery Club hosted 
a	 shoot	where	 archers	would	float	

Target used in this nighttime shoot. For safety concerns it was eliminated.

down the river and shoot from a 
canoe (or stand on the riverbank) at 
various targets on shore.  In addition, 
flags	marked	each	shooting	position	
on one side of the shore and the 
targets were placed on the opposite 
shore.  Twenty-eight animal face 
targets were dug into the banks with 
one of the longest shots measuring 
about 60 yards.  Additional 
information on this event has been 
difficult	to	find.		Archers	who	might	
have participated in a canoe shoot 
have since passed and research 
at the local historical society has 
not turned up any documents 
supporting the event.  
 ARCHERY GOLF.  In June 
of 1963 Chilakoot Bowhunters 
Club (Stillwater, MN) offered an 
archery golf shoot that combined 
skill, luck and fun.  The object was 
about the same as with traditional 
golf.  Shooters didn’t, however, 
shoot at a hole in the ground.  

There were 4–6-inch rubber balls 
mounted on top of a wire pedestal.  
This pedestal held the balls off the 
ground at about 6 inches.  There 
was a tee off position and each 
“shooter” counted his/her shots.  
If it took the shooter 5 shots to 
hit the ball, the score was 5.  If a 
shooter missed the ball, the next 
shot was taken from where the 
arrow stopped.   Of course, the 
person who got the lowest score 
won.  
 Archery/bowhunting history 
has always interested me I am sure 
that through the years there have 
been many other types of archery 
tournaments held to draw shooters 
to clubs.  I’m also certain there are 
a lot more shoots that are no longer 
held or offered to the public--only 
club members.  
 So, until next month, don’t 
forget to take your daughter, 
granddaughter or niece bowhunting.
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IMAGINE . . .

“I said I didn’t have much use for hand 
shooters, didn’t say I don’t know how to 

use one,”........Quigley
 Speaking in general terms there 
are	 three	 types	 of	 self-defense	 firearms,	
Handguns,	Rifles	and	Shotguns.	All	of	these	
areas as well as ammunition and situational 
awareness dictate your own personal needs.
 Rural American homes in gun friendly 
states	if	owned	by	firearms-oriented	owners	
are in essence Forts instead of just housed. 
Some will talk about it, while some just keep 
it to themselves. Nevertheless, you don’t see 
many home invasions in these areas. 
 Of course, in non-friendly gun states 
such as California, we have individuals that 
would not defend themselves if they had to. 
So, they become crime victims by bad guys 
that do have weapons and pray on the weak 
and helpless. I for one am getting older, but 
I have no intention of going gently into the 
good night. I have studied martial arts since 
I was 9 years old. Now at 68 I’m a grand 
master, that means I have one foot in the 

grave. So, if you beat up an old guy, well 
you just beat up an old guy. If you get beat 
up by an old guy well, you just got beat 
up by an old guy. That being said he will 
probably shoot you. 
 There is a deep personal dread that 
goes along with the idea of using a gun to 
defend myself or loved ones, but I will in a 
heartbeat if I must. So not something I look 
forward to. This leads to proper training and 
knowing what to do if it happens, the one 
rule is simple, you better be right. 
 Moving from Louisiana to Kentucky, 
for me, the change was to the better. Since 
1858 Louisiana has had an open carry law, 
but you need a permit to carry concealed. 
Kentucky allows any non-felon over 21 
to carry concealed without a permit. I 
therefore needed a lighter handgun than 
my FNX-40. In a holster it has a tendency 
to be uncomfortable, at least for me, while 
it’s too big for a pocket.

 I went to my local gun shop where 
they	 speak	 the	 firearm	 language	 perfectly.	
I was looking for the best pocket pistol 
money could buy. I wear 5.11 Tactical pants 
all the time as they look good and give me 
that	special	military	flare.	They	have	great	
pockets for just about anything a man could 
think of, and they have them for women too. 
 I	 was	 first	 handed	 a	 Sig	 365,	 it	 was	
small for a 9mm, with an 11-shot capacity. I 
put	it	in	my	pocket,	and	it	was	a	perfect	fit.	

DEFENDING THE HOME, 
AND ELSEWHERE
By John Simeone

Firepower, Concealability, Reliability, 
and it won’t Snag in your pocket. 

Not to mention it is an 11 round 9mm.
Meet my little friend a Sig Sauer 365 SAS.

Trouble was it snagged on the sights when 
I tried to get it out. Then they told me that 
was the one for holster carry, handing me 
the Sig 365 SAS. It was the same rig but 
appeared to have no sights. Well, that’s the 
catch, it has internal Tritium sights called 
Bullseye and they work well. The little gun 
easily went in and out of my pocket with 
no snags, exactly what it’s supposed to do. 
Shall I say everyone had one, and I joined 
the club.

	 Rifles	 for	 home	 defense,	 or	 rural	
property. The alpha and omega in this 
case is the AR-15. Being a retired Army 
MP I know this weapon inside and out, 
and highly recommend the Smith and 
Wesson MP 2, in 5.56 mm of course it 
handles 223 Remington ammo too. It has 
a	flip	up	aperture	rear	sight,	picatinny	rail	
and forward assist just like big brother the 
M-4 but is in semi-automatic form. My 
only	 addition	 was	 a	 Vortex	 Crossfire	 II,	
1x4x scope with V-Brite dot. That works in 
any self-defense or hunting situation. The 
one mistake made with the AR-15, many 
make, are too many accessories, you have 
to decide.

 Henry Repeating Arms have Tactical 
style	Lever	Action	rifles	that	may	appeal	to	
those who just don’t like AR-15s, although 
very few do. I have a collection of Hunting 
style Henrys, but the All Weather 30-30 is 
great from any abuse standpoint. Stepping 
up to the Henry X Models its Tactical and 

My FNX-40 with an array of Lehigh Defense 
LLC handgun ammo. A good choice for the 
rancher or outdoorsmen There is so many 

choices out there, this was mine.

Yes, I do have a 30-round magazine for 
Zombies, otherwise for hunting its 5 or 10 

and just as well.

I have got to get me one of these, an X 
Model Henry Big Boy in 44 magnum, The X 
model comes in anything you may want, 

and it comes in Black.
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Practical. Everything from a 410 shotgun 
to a 45-70 is available. My choice would be 
a 44 magnum that is a Truck Gun superior, 
Home Defense and great on Hogs, Deer and 
Black Bear. I already have two Henry 45-
70s, 6.5 Creedmoor, 30-30 and three 22s, 
but no 44 magnum, shucks better make a 
phone call. Check out the Henry website or 
I will be here all day.

you never forget. I once had a human 
narcotic incinerator trying to pry open my 
back door in Seaside California. I could 
see this idiot out the window and eased in 
close. Then pressed the charge button on my 
Remington Model 1100 chambering a nice 
Winchester 00 buck. My gest disappeared 
never to return. These days don’t bet on 
it, be totally ready.

 My 870 is rigged for Turkey so I have 
a slug barrel for my 1100. A double barrel 
shotgun	 like	a	Coach	Gun	is	a	fine	short	
range home defense gun. Henry makes an 
X	Model	 in	410	 that	will	fire	both	 slugs	
and buckshot.
 A shotgun, even with bird loads, 
is devastating at close range. Put a 
watermelon on a fence post and shoot it 
with a Skeet load about three steps away 

 One thing about survival, it is better to 
have	a	 rifle	when	you	don’t	need	one	 than	
to not have one when you do. That brings up 
the Henry AR-7 you need.one of these no 
matter what and the possibilities are endless. 
It	all	fits	in	the	stock	and	it	floats.	Just	for	the	
record, it’s a movie star too. James Bond 007 
shot down a helicopter in the movie From 
Russia with Love go see it.
 Last but not least is the Ruger 10/22, 
mine is used for small game hunting and 
marauding predators, if the varmint is 
two legged you switch from the 10-round 
magazine to the 25 and rock and roll. Never 
sell	a	22	High	Speed	Long	Rifle	short.

 Shotguns, I could say Remington 870 
pump 12 gauge and end the article. That 
being said not everyone can handle a 12 
gauge. The racking of the action as well as 
a rattlesnake are two recognizable sounds 
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and tell me what happens. Any shotgun 
will do that, the short, barreled ones are 
easy to maneuver yet another personal 
choice that requires study.

	 Ammunition,	 for	handguns	and	rifles	
it depends on your situation. If you are 
a Rancher on the Southern Border, you 
already know what you need. In the home 
you may want a bullet that won’t penetrate 
walls after hitting the bad guy. Underwood 
has just what you need in any case with 
Controlled Chaos Bullets or Extreme 
Penetrators by Lehigh Defense LLC you 
must study and make your own defense 
plan.	Take	a	firearm	self-defense	course.
 There are a lot of things to consider 
and if the worst happens you must know 
the law and not act on impulse. Just be 
ready, not paranoid, and think through 
what you would do and discuss this with 
experts. Pass it on

A 44 magnum carbine round hits a gallon 
jug of water at 50 yards.

The AR-7 is just plain handy, and it floats.

The famous Ruger 10/22 This is the economy 
model, reliable and deadly accurate. The 

fancy one does the same thing.

My Remington 1100 has interchangeable 
barrels for any situation. So does a 

Remington 870

Underwood ammo with Lehigh bullets 
now you’re ready.
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WHAT HAPPENS TO LESSER SCAUP AFTER 
EXOTIC TREMATODE INFECTIONS?
By Cheyenne Beach

Photo by Gary Kramer, USFWS.

	 Lesser	 scaup	 (Aythya	 affinis)	 are	 the	
most abundant diving duck in North America, 
but their population numbers have been in 
decline for almost 50 years without a clear 
explanation despite rigorous research efforts. 
This has led researchers to explore the role that 
epizootic diseases play in scaup population 
dynamics. Since the early 2000s, thousands 
of scaup have died annually on the Upper 
Mississippi River near La Crosse, WI during 
migration from intestinal trematode infections. 
Waterfowl and waterbirds become infected 
with these exotic trematodes (Cyathocotyle 
bushiensis and Sphaeridiotrema spp.) after 
consuming invasive faucets snails (Bithynia 
tentaculata).
 Faucet snails, and the trematodes, were 
unintentionally introduced to North America 
in the late 1800s from shipping material and 
ballast water of European trade ships. Though 
most trematode infections do not result in death, 
it is unclear why scaup in the Mississippi River 
are disproportionately affected by the trematode 
infections. As the faucet snail continues to 
expand its range and threaten major scaup 
migration stopover areas of the Mississippi 
River, waterfowl managers are becoming 
increasingly concerned for scaup populations. 
 To help inform scaup management 
decisions, we conducted trematode infection 
experiments with captive scaup at Western 
Illinois University and Forbes Biological Station 
in Havana. Generally, we found that birds that 
had greater trematode infections had more 
intense physiological responses and used more 
of their bodily resources, such as fat and trace 
nutrient reserves. Female scaup were more 

susceptible to trematode infections compared to 
male scaup and they had less fat reserves overall 
compared to male scaup. 
 Scaup encounter these trematodes more 
often during spring migration, as opposed to 
fall migration, as they are nearing their breeding 
range. They stop in areas of the Mississippi 
River, where faucet snails and trematodes 
are present, to refuel during migration. In 
their efforts to replenish bodily reserves, they 
acquire trematode infections and are forced 
to	utilize	 their	 reserves	 to	fight	 the	 infections.	
If the infections are too severe and the birds’ 
reserves are depleted, they will succumb to 
mortality, but more likely, the infection will not 
be severe and they will survive, though with 
depleted reserves and in a compromised state. 
When considering the impacts these trematode 
infections may have on scaup breeding and 
reproductive potential, the condition that 
female scaup are in after trematode infections 
is important. Because female scaup are more 
susceptible to infections and depleting their 
bodily reserves there is a possibility that 
their breeding and reproductive potential is 
compromised after trematode infections. 
 It would be nearly impossible to control 
faucet snail populations but managing the 
interactions between scaup and faucet snails 
could help mitigate the effects of trematode 
infections. Increasing the quantity and quality 
of migratory stopover locations in areas where 
faucet snails do not occur is a key component 
of managing scaup and faucet snail interactions. 
Further research into the impacts trematode 
infections have on scaup population dynamics 
could provide better insight into the management 
of scaup in North America. 
 Cheyenne Beach is a PhD student at 
Northern Illinois University studying the impacts 
epizootic diseases have on lesser scaup breeding 
and reproductive efforts. In 2021, she graduated 
from Western Illinois University with a MSc 
in Biology where she researched lesser scaup 
physiological responses to epizootic diseases. 
She grew up on a hobby farm in Waterville, NY, a 
small town in upstate New York, and has always 
been interested in working in the outdoors. 

Beach thoroughly enjoy researching the ecology 
and management of waterfowl, waterbirds, and 
the habitats they require throughout their lives.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration Program Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Project W- 147-T).

Graduate Student Cheyenne Beach orally 
infecting a female lesser scaup (Aythya affinis) 

with a dose of trematodes for her captive 
scaup infection experiments. Photo taken by a 

Forbes Biological Station employee.

Graduate Student Cheyenne Beach holding 
a male (left) and female (right) lesser 

scaup. Photo taken by Jeff Moore.
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 The weather we were wanting 
back	in	December	has	finally	arrived	
in now we are complaining that it 
is too hot. With temperatures and 
humidity reaching highs that make 
you want to just sit in front of the air 
conditioner with a glass of lemonade 
are	good	days	to	be	fishing	for	crappie.
	 Many	 fishermen	 believe	 that	
crappie	fishing	is	a	springtime	activity	
that includes shallow water and brush 
piles or other debris that crappie like 
to hide in or near.  But, once crappies 
are done spawning, they move back 
out to deeper water, and seem to drop 
off the minds of most anglers. Do not 
fall into that category. 
 For those anglers that still pursue 
pie plate size slabs in the heat they 
know	two	things	that	many	fishermen	
do not.  Fish, crappie included, 
still must eat no matter what the 
thermometer says. Secondly, a lot 
like whitetail deer, crappies have a 
summer pattern that they rarely make 
any changes to. Knowing their habits 
and hangouts and knowing the right 
methods	to	fish	for	them	you	will	be	
able to catch your limit.

 Finding deeper, cooler holes in 
the lake will hold many crappies after 
spawn. The depths of these holes 
vary from lake to lake. These holes 
could be as deep as 20 to 30 feet deep 
surrounded	by	flats	that	are	only	two	
or three feet deep. It is not always 
necessary	to	fish	the	deepest	parts	of	
these holes. Crappies are likely to be 
found on the sides of these holes in 
the	 ten-to-fifteen-foot	 range.	 It	 will	
take	 some	 time	 to	 find	 the	 depth	 of	
these	schooling	fish,	but	once	you	do,	
drop the anchor, and lines and bait 
and	start	catching	fish.
 Crappies are going to be holding 
tight to certain attractions on the 
holes, like points or several stumps in 
a group. Finding these features often 
means	finding	fish	as	well.	
	 Finding	 these	 fish	 will	 require	
studying a good topo map of the lake 
that are available online or most local 
bait shops will have them. When 
studying the map look for bars and 
creeks along a main river channel. 
After discovering what are good 
spots on the map you need to get in 
the boat and use your electronics. 
When you locate a drop-off mark 
it	 with	 floating	 markers	 for	 about	 a	
75-yard distance. With the markers 
in place come back and slowly take 
your boat over the area looking for 
crappie holding features with your 
LCD	 depth	 finder.	 Like	 most	 fish	
species	of	fish,	crappies	are	likely	to	
be	found	where	baitfish	are,	so	keep	

HOT CRAPPIE ACTION IN HOT WEATHER
By Jason Houser

an	eye	open	for	baitfish	on	your	depth	
finder	too.
 Other good locations to search out 
summer crappie are boat docks. Many 
private boat docks have had brush 
piles sunk near them by their owners.
 As with all summer crappie 
fishing	this	tactic	will	also	require	a	
good	depth	finder.	Search	out	brush	
piles near the end of docks that are 
also near the old river channels in 
about twenty feet of water.  A good 
topo map will show you where these 
channels are. I have found the best 
way	to	find	these	are	to	simply	drive	
slowly with one eye on the screen of 
your LCD.
 It is also easy to spot which docks 
might have brush piles. Look for 
docks that have rod holders, lights, 
and	 other	 fishing	 related	 equipment	
on it. This is a sign that the owner 
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of	 the	dock	 is	fishing	 the	water	 and	
might be worth you exploring.
	 When	 I	 find	 a	 brush	 pile,	 I	 put	
my boat right on top of it. I do not 
use heavy equipment. I stick with 
4-pound test line, a number 8 hook, 
and a BB split shot about six inches 
above the hook, on the hook is a live 
minnow hooked through the lips 
fished	 vertically	 above	 the	 brush.	
Sometimes I also use a ¼ ounce 
leadhead and a tube jig body and 
even at times a 2-hook crappie rig 
baited with live minnows. Feeling for 
cover with the jig or sinker lets me 
know	I	am	fishing	in	the	right	area.
	 Summer	 crappie	 fishing	 is	 not	
like	 spring	 crappie	 fishing.	 Change	
tactics by moving to deeper water 
and	using	your	LCD	like	your	fishing	
success depends on it. Actually, it 
does depend on it.

Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!
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HOW TO WEATHER-PROOF 
YOUR BIRD DOG’S 
OFF-SEASON TRAINING

outside is frightful doesn’t mean your 
sporting dog should become a couch 
potato until the next season. A dog 
that is bored becomes anxious and 
stressed. Regular conditioning and 
training, whether indoors or outdoors, 
will help to relieve stress and keep 
him	or	her	healthy	and	fit.	
 Professional gun dog trainers Paul 
McGagh of Glencoe Farm & Kennels 
in Bismarck, North Dakota, Clyde 
Vetter of Sharp Shooter’s Kennel in 
New Richmond, Wisconsin, and Ray 

Voigt of Purina, recommend short 
training sessions consisting of simple 
obedience drills to keep a dog tuned 
up year-round, even when outdoor 
training isn’t an option. 
 “It is so important to train your 
dog every day, even if only for a few 
minutes,” McGagh advises. “When you 
can’t go outside, indoor training in a 
garage or workshop is a great substitute. 
A physically and mentally engaged dog 
is a happy, well-behaved dog.” 
 Follow these simple, fun 
obedience drills straight from the 
pros that can be done indoors even 

 This content has been provided 
by Purina as part of a sponsored 
content program. Ducks Unlimited 
staff played no role in the creation of 
this content.
 Weather	extremes	make	it	difficult	
to train and keep your bird dog sharp 
during the off-season. As much as 
your dog might want to work, weather 
conditions like deep snow, heavy rain 
or brutally hot, humid days, make it not 
only impractical but potentially unsafe. 
 However, just because the weather 

with limited space to help keep your 
dog in tiptop mental and physical 
shape, regardless of the weather. 

• Out of the Box
 McGagh trains his bird dogs on 
box drills using boxes or platforms he 
builds. “I call for the dog to sit or stand 
on the box. Then, I’ll add a second box 
and whistle for him or her to place from 
box to box. Finally, I’ll add retrieves 
with a tennis ball and have the dog 
retrieve from box to box,” he describes. 
This box drill can be made as simple 
or complex as needed for an individual 
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dog and as indoor space allows. 

• Slow & Steady
 Practicing the “place” command 
reinforces steadiness and control and can 
be done anytime, anywhere, whether it’s 
in the garage while changing the oil in the 
car or in the living room while watching 
the game. You can practice this skill by 
having your dog sit or stand (place) on 
a dog bed or platform and remain there 
until you give them the appropriate 
command to release. It doesn’t require 
your undivided attention – just be sure 
your dog stays in your peripheral vision 
so you can make a correction if needed. 

• The Waiting Game
 Be a leader around the house year-
round. “You can start by teaching the 
“wait” command at an early age,” says 
Voigt. “You can use this for teaching 
your dog to wait for their food until 
released, which can help them learn 
patience and keep them from knocking 
the food bowl out of your hand.”
 The “wait” command is also 
helpful to teach dogs to wait to go 
in and out of doors, their crate, and 
kennel. One way to practice this is by 

having your dog sit, tell them wait, 
open	the	door	and	walk	out	first.	Then,	
release the dog to come thru with an 
“ok” or their name.
 It’s also a good idea to have a place 
inside that belongs to the dog alone, 
like a dog bed. They can be placed 
on their bed and asked to stay or wait 
there. If they get up, take them back 
and start over. This is especially useful 
if you are trying to cook or eat dinner, 
as it will keep them from begging and 
being underfoot. 

• Follow the Leader
 To ensure a quiet, controlled bird 
dog, Vetter recommends advanced 
heeling drills, which can be done 
simply as you walk around the house. 
“I	train	a	dog	to	heel	in	a	tight	figure-
eight motion, shift into reverse and 
back up with me, and make small left 
and right clicks as if I were positioning 
him or her on a lining drill,” Vetter 
says. “I also teach that when I lead 
with my left foot, the dog is to heel. 
When I sidestep with my right foot, 
he or she is to ‘whoa.’ I overlay a 
command to an action, then wean 
the dog off the command as he or 
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she becomes accustomed to my body 
language and actions.” 

• Hold, Carry & Release
 If your dog developed a bad 
retrieving habit this past season, now 
is	a	good	time	to	fix	it	so	you	can	hit	
the ground running again once the 
weather is nice. “No matter how old 
or young your dog, it never hurts to 
get back to the basics,” Vetter advises. 
“Work on trained retrieves by running 
your dog up and down the training 
table. Use several different objects to 
reinforce what’s already been taught 
or to get a correction in as needed.” 

• At Your Command
 Before you assume obedience 
101 drills — such as “here,” “sit,” 
“kennel,” “down” and “no” — sound 
boring, think again. More than likely, 
any of those skills will begin with 
rock-solid obedience. “Lay or sharpen 
the foundation when the weather isn’t 
cooperating so that when you can get 
outside, the groundwork’s already 
covered,” says Vetter. The saying says 
“I do best what I do most.” Perfect your 
basic obedience during the offseason 

to have a better-trained dog and a more 
enjoyable hunt. 
 If you do take your dog outdoors 
for a training session in less-than-ideal 
weather, it’s important to be vigilant 
about keeping your dog safe in these 
conditions. Check your dog’s footpads 
regularly after outdoor exercise. 
Constant exposure to moisture caused 
by rain, snow, ice or mud can irritate a 
dog’s footpads, causing skin damage, 
cuts and infection from bacteria or 
fungi. If a dog has cracked or bleeding 
paws, consult your veterinarian. 
 You should also pay attention to 
your dog’s tolerance of plummeting or 
soaring temperatures. Keep a close eye 
on puppies and senior dogs, as they 
cannot withstand weather extremes 
as well as a dog in his or her prime. 
A good rule of thumb for limiting 
outdoor exercise during high or low 
temperatures is that if it’s too hot or 
cold for you, it’s too hot or cold for 
your dog. 
 The bottom line is to use common 
sense in caring for your dog in weather 
extremes. Although you can’t change 
the weather, you can be sure your dog 
is healthy and comfortable.

Ronnie Cooper Austin took his first deer during the 
2021 Missouri deer season on his Grandpa Cooper’s place



72 Adventure Sports Outdoors | June 2022

 June should begin the summer 
pattern for stripers but this year we 
may well be still in our late spring 
pattern. Our spring is behind 
schedule and the water temperature 
has not reach the levels to drive the 
stripers below the thermocline until 
much later than previous years. 
The shad will be spawning late and 
the	fishing	activity	going	into	June	
will be what late May should look 
like. We are experiencing a high-
water year again and it’s great for 
fishing	 the	 fish	 will	 hold	 on	 the	
old shore line and move to the 

underwater brush to chase shad. 
It’s a fun time of year to catch your 
favorite species.
 Norfork Lake will warm up 
and our thermocline will be around 
34’.  The thermocline will set in but 
you should be able to catch stripers 
early in the morning feeding in the 
brush. Once the thermocline does 
set in the stripers will stay below 
it during the day because the 
water above the thermocline does 
not contain enough oxygen for a 
striper to survive. 
 Our	 live	 bait	 fishing	 consists	

of a 4oz sinker with a 6’ leader 
counter	down	to	a	specific	depth.	
Our bait is usually gizzard shad, 
but	 we	 will	 use	 threadfin	 shad	
when the water is high. Beginning 
in the summer pattern, the stripers 
will be around the thermocline, 
so I usually set my lines around 
38’.	 I	 also	 use	 two	 floats	with	 2	
oz weights set at 37 and 40’ set 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

SUMMER PATTERNS 
BEGIN ON NORFORK LAKE

way back from the boat. There 
are days when the best bite comes 
from	 the	floats.	 Stripers	 begin	 to	
feed	on	flats	and	edges	of	channel	
swings early then move out to 
deeper water. Do not be afraid 
to look for schools of stripers in 
80 to 100’ of water later in the 
morning. Until the water gets too 
warm the stripers will be scattered 
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Tom & Sean Reynolds guide 
out of Tracy Ferry Marina; 

you can reach them at 
www.stroutfitters.com,

 870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

all over the lake. In early June the 
Crystal Cove area, Float Creek, 
Diamond Bay are good mid-lake 
areas	 to	 fish.	 The	 lower	 area	 of	
the lake beginning in Big Creek 
and Brushy Creek just east of 
Hand Cove are my go-to places 
to	fish.	I	then	continually	to	move	
out	 towards	 the	 dam	 fishing	 the	
points	and	flats	until	 I	 can	find	a	
consistent pattern. 
 The Crappie spawn will be 
delayed this year with the colder 
water	so	you	will	still	find	crappie	
shallow	 in	 the	 first	 part	 of	 June.	
With the higher water our crappie 
spawn should be very good. Every 
year we have high water the crappie 
spawn class had been great. Once 
they move out of the shallows, 
they	will	start	roaming	the	flats	and	
deeper brush piles. Spider rigging 
in	the	10	to	15’	flats	in	the	creeks	
will be the most productive until 
the water warms up and drives the 
crappie deep. The white crappie 
will move to the deeper brush piles 
first	 while	 the	 black	 crappie	 will	
stay in the shallow water until the 
lake hits the high eighties. The best 
creeks for crappie are Big Creek, 
Brushy Creek, Pigeon Creek, and 
Bennett’s Bayou off of the main 
lake. The upper lake areas are Red 
Bank, Calamity, and Bryant Creek.

 Bass	 fishing	 in	 June	 should	
be great this year with the higher 
water. The bass will stay in or near 
the submerged buck brush and 
will be hitting top water, swim 
baits, and spinner baits. Pitching 
jigs and worms in the brush will 
be very effective both on the main 
lake and up the creeks. Throwing 
a spinner bait on a windy bank 
later in the morning will produce 
lots of good bass.
	 The	 catfish	 will	 be	 spawning	
and on Norfork Lake the most 
productive methods of catching 
them are limb lines, trot lines and 
jugs. In the high-water years limb 
lines are the most effective. I use 
small blue gill hooked to a heavy 
line. Set the bait where it is just in 
the water about 1”. You will need 
to keep checking these lines since 
the action can be very fast. Please 
when	 you’re	 done	 fishing	 make	
sure you remove your trot and 
limb lines since they cause lots of 
damage to people and animals if 
left hanging.
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 After the beginning of the Civil 
War	 in	April	 of	 1861,	 fighting	 quickly	
spread across the southern states. The 
mountains and valleys of southern West 
Virginia	 saw	 many	 months	 of	 conflict	
with	 the	 sounds	 of	 gunfire,	 the	 rattle	
of sabers, and the screams of wounded 
soldiers. When the battles were over, 
remnants of the skirmishes were left 
behind. Fired and dropped bullets were 
quickly stomped into the soil by the 
boots of running soldiers. Fallen leaves 
covered lost buttons, buckles, and other 
items of uniforms. Muskets, canteens, 
spurs, and more were lost on this site. 
The soldiers moved on, but the remains 
of their time spent in this area was buried 
over many decades.
 A century and a half later, Gary 
Persinger walked slowly through these 

hills and valleys, swinging his Minelab 
Equinox 800 metal detector. When 
his machine sounded, he dug a deep 
musketball which had been hidden from 
daylight for nearly 15 decades. A few more 
swings of the detector and he recovered 
another round ball. Then, a third. And 
a fourth. His next signal was much 
louder and covered a larger area. After 
much digging with his shovel, Persinger 
unearthed a complete 12-inch wood-fused 
cannonball. He then knew he had found a 
previously undiscovered battle site. 
 Persinger wasn’t always that 
fortunate. In his younger years, he said he 
walked mountains, valleys, and beaches 
just looking for treasure. He dug roots 
for food. He said he often wanted to buy 
a metal detector, but even into his late 
twenties was unable to afford one. When 
asked in what area he conducted his 
searches, he replied, “I live in the rugged 
country of southern West Virginia. The 
Civil War was fought and skirmished 
along the cliffs and steep mountains 

of this county in which I live.” Finally, 
he purchased a high-end, brand name 
machine. He continued walking miles 
through the West Virginia countryside. A 
few items came to his pouch, but not what 
he was expecting. Persinger used this 
detector	for	14	years,	but	finally	decided	
to try a different brand. After spending 
some time with this one, he changed 
again. This time he selected the Minelab 
Equinox 800. This was only one year ago. 
 He said, “I could go back to bad sites, 
and I was recovering the items I knew 
were there, but couldn’t pinpoint with the 
other detectors where they laid beneath 
the soil.”  At the site where he found the 
large cannonball, he made numerous 
trips. He would become exhausted from 
digging deep targets and carrying all of 
his	finds	back	home.	Persinger	unearthed	
a	nice	bayonet,	a	Enfield	ramrod,	many	
cartridge	 box	 finials,	 buckles,	 buttons,	
locks and keys, spoons, and hundreds of 
pulled and dropped bullets. He has even 
found many of the tiny percussion caps 
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with his Equinox. 
 At this same site, he found several 
shoulder scales, artillerist tools, and a 
Burnside block, an invention which 
chambered a .54 caliber bullet which 
had an effective range of 200 yards. 
Further searching uncovered a cache 
of 621 bullets hidden on top of a rock 
and covered with debris. Finally, 
a complete multi loaded Austrian 
Lorenz .54 caliber musket (minus 

Sword and assorted Civil War relics.
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the wooden stock) made his Minelab 
machine sing out. 
 Persinger does little or no research 
when deciding where to hunt. He 
said, “Just miles of walking”. He 
finds	 most	 of	 his	 best	 hunt	 sites	 just	
by observing the terrain, and deciding 
where groups of soldiers would camp, 
travel, and set up ambushes for the 
opposing troops. He almost always 
detects alone, but mentioned his son 
is starting to get interested after seeing 
all	of	his	great	finds.	When	asked	if	he	
plans on continuing with his Minelab 

Equinox 800, he exclaimed, “I have no 
expectations	of	leaving	this	magnificent	
machine.” 
 Besides	 finding	 numerous	 items	
in the wide valley, Persinger found 
Confederate items on the hillside 
on one side of the valley and Union 
artifacts on the other. It doesn’t take 
much imagination when standing 
alone in an area like this, surrounded 
by these long-buried relics, to picture 
the	fierce	fighting	going	on	in	this	now	
peaceful valley.
 Persinger has found Civil War relics 

in many other areas of his West Virginia 
mountain home. He has glass topped 
display boxes which he constructs 
himself	 to	 showcase	 his	 many	 finds.	
Among	 these	 finds	 is	 a	 sword	 and	 a	
bayonet in very good condition, and 
several artillery shells including a read 
shell which he just recently found.
 Not all of his time is spent searching 
for Civil War artifacts. He sometimes 
detects yards at older house sites. At 
one	house,	he	discovered	over	200	flat	
buttons, a Spanish reale, a wax seal fob, 
several thimbles, and a handful of old 
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Musketballs found in one cache.Minelab Equinox 800 detector 
with artillery shell.

Civil War cannonball 
with fuse hole.

Case with Civil War artifacts 
found in camps.

coins. His oldest military button from 
1830 was found in this yard. Everything 
else found on this trip was determined to 
be even older than that button.   
 Persinger detected with other 
machines for over 15 years before 
discovering the Minelab Equinox 800. 
After what he calls “pounding the 
ground” for only a year with his new 
Minelab, he has found a quantity and 
quality of items of which other searchers 
only dream.
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.
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B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available
1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350

Call: 815.433.0432
Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com

Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

DEVILS LAKE RISING 
WATER A GOOD THING…
MUCH NEEDED

	 Devils	 Lake,	 one	 of	 the	 best	 fishing	
holes in North America, will become even 
better with water that is projected to rise 
four feet this spring.  “We had a pile of 
April moisture.  This will result in record in-
flows,”	said	Jeff	Frith,	manager	of	the	Devils	
Lake Basin Joint Water Resource board.
 The guides love it.  Cody Roswick said, 
“We needed a shot of moisture, and Mother 
Nature complied.”  Zippy Dahl of the Perch 
Patrol	agreed,	“The	flooded	vegetation	will	
provide excellent spawning conditions; 
great for the future.”  They talked about 
what they will do to catch their main quarry 
starting mid-May – WALLEYES.
 First, to put the lake levels into 
perspective, Frith said the lake was at 

1447.2 feet above sea level before spring 
run-off.  The predictions call for the lake 
to rise to 1451.7 feet due to the snowpack 
plus the April moisture-laden heavy 
snowstorms.  
 Another way to grasp the tremendous 
in-coming volume is how this translates 
to total acreage.  The lake in the early 
1990’s was about 40,000 acres.  It is now at 
140,000 acres, and by mid-June will cover 
168,000 acres.  Frith said the previous 
record	in-flow	was	600,000	acre/feet.		This	
year, the new record will hit about 713,000 
acre/feet.  The term acre/feet means each 
acre of land will be covered with a foot 
of	water.	 	 In	 the	 first	 week	 of	May,	 nine	
county	 roads	were	washed	out	 or	flooded	
with innumerable town roads also “under 
water.”		On	May	3,	a	flood	emergency	was	
declared for the region.
 The good news is that most ramps will 
be operational.  Docks will be installed 
within days of “ice-free” conditions. 
 To Perch Patrol Owner Zippy Dahl, 
his dozen guides are anxious to hit the 

water.  Despite the name, his guides 
zero in on walleyes during open water 
time.  Perch is their winter game.  “For us, 
the back bays off the main lake will be on 
our radar.  We love these bays.  They warm 
sooner and the warmest water equals the 
best	fishing,”	he	said.
 Some bays may warm 10 degrees over 
the main lake, but even 2 to 4 degrees draws 
fish.		Knowing	that	the	warmest	part	of	the	
day	produces	the	best	fishing,	his	guides	call	
booked clients the night before the guide 
day and arrange a meeting time.  “We may 
start	the	full	guide	day	at	10:30	am	and	fish	
into	the	evening.		We’re	flexible,”	he	said.
	 The	 basic	 fishing	 tactics	 in	 his	
boat include slip-bobbers holding jigs 
with leeches just off bottom.  Usually 
anchored, they will often cast size 5 Shad 
Raps or Flicker Shads and small Salmo 
Hornets.  Jigs with paddle tails are also 
part of the arsenal.  As weeds grow, he 
moves to weed edges, slowly easing 
along with spinners and crawlers behind 
bottom-bouncers.
 Cody Roswick likes rising water for 
the	 spawn	and	 the	fishing.	 	The	 future	 for	
waterfowl with full sloughs improves duck 
and geese prospects, also.  “We survived the 
drought,	and	now	the	fishing	 looks	good,”	

he said.  His expertise has taught him to 
depend on a number of early season tactics.
 He shared, “I like my clients to cast 
small crankbaits or jigs and plastic to locate 
fish.		If	they	catch	one	or	two	or	get	a	bump,	
but action slows, I slow down with the 
fish.”		In	his	boat,	that	means	a	slip-bobber	
above a 1/32nd ounce jig with a leech.  When 
casting a quarter-ounce jig with a Northland 
Impulse paddle minnow (3 ½ inches long in 
chartreuse white), he advises clients to reel 
just fast enough to keep it off bottom.  “This 
is a really good combo,” he emphasized.
 When the northern pike harass his 
group, he knows that if pike are lurking 
about, so are walleyes.  “Keep casting,” 
he recommends.  Roswick has been 
receiving more and more calls for pike 
fishing.		“Pike	are	readily	available,	fight	
tough, and eat great,” he said.  Clients 
appreciate the fact that he cleans the pike 
for them.  “Most people like them as well 
as walleyes,” he said.
 DEVILSLAKEND.COM is the best 
source for guide service listings, up-to-date 
fishing	 and	 access/launch	 reports,	 water	
levels, lodging at motels, cabins, resorts, 
casino, plus community and lake activities 
and much more.

Zippy Dahl, owner of Perch Patrol Guide Service.

Damon Spurgeon, of Cardiac Mountain Outfitters, caught his dandy 
brown trout from Current River below Montauk State Park.
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TOTALTOTAL
CONCEALMENTCONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDSGAME BLINDS

Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLCHUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

PLAYTIME IS ALMOST HERE By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 Going outside to play is something 
our kids have dreamed about with the 
end of school near. Truth be told most 
of us parents are looking forward to the 
kids playing outside too.  However, if 
you are a child with a disability, not all 
playgrounds are accessible for them to 
play, not all outdoor recreation areas are 
accessible either.  Think back to when 
you were a child how hard it would 
have been to watch others play and you 
not be able to join in.  Now think if the 
only reason you could not get to the 
playground was due to inaccessibility.    
Playing Together is something parents 
and children look forward to, it also 
helps with family ties and socialization.  
  Accessibility laws are changing to 
have programs throughout park districts 
and schools to make playgrounds more 
accessible for persons with disabilities.  
The changes, removing physical 
barriers have changed the way that 
playgrounds are built.  When I was a 
child, they would have grass or pea 
gravel or wood chips underneath them 
with railroad ties or lumber that had 
to be walked over.  Getting assistive 
devices like K-walkers and wheelchairs 
into the playgrounds was almost 
impossible then once inside mobility 
was pretty much impossible.  
 “Together We Play” is a student 
group from St. Thomas the Apostle 
School in Peoria Heights devoted to 
constructing an accessible park for the 
Peoria area. The team has done research 
and have found that although there are 
over 10,000 people with disabilities 
in the Peoria area, there are very few 
accessible parks, and none within the 
village of Peoria Heights.
 “Together We Play” has been 
raising funds to build an accessible 
playground in Tower Park in Peoria 
Heights.   The group was started in 
2019 by St. Thomas RoboComets who 
realized that all youth deserved and 
had the right to accessible play areas. 

They hope the playground will further 
advance their mission by providing a 
space where those of all abilities may 
be empowered to play, explore, and 
interact independently.  The St. Thomas 
RoboComets continue to work towards 
their fundraising goal of 120,000 dollars 
to build the playground.  Covid-19 
slowed the initial fund raising however, 
“Together We Play” is now very close 
to reaching their goal since I last 
reported almost a year ago.  They are 
with in 20,000 dollars are of reaching 
the goal.   This is great news for all but 
especially person with disabilities.  
 Newly built parks are some 
that have been adapted to make 
accessibility possible.   They are zero 
entry meaning there are no curbs or 
barriers to the play areas.  Once to the 
equipment is on the new playground 
there are ramps that allow all children 
to play on the equipment.  This makes 

the ability to play open to all children.  
The playgrounds also have swings 
that can be used by those who use 
accessible devices like wheelchairs 
and power chairs.   The swing allows 
the user to be pushed in the swing 
without needing to transfer from their 
wheelchair or power chair.  Accessible 
playgrounds allow all children to 
have fun and participate in outdoor 
activities.  Remember inclusion for 
all is key in making sure we all have 
fun in the outdoors whether hunting, 
fishing,	or	playing	on	the	playground.		
 Donations are being accepted at 
this time. Please make out any checks 
to ‘Together We Play’ and mail them 
(or drop them off) to:
Together We Play
4450 N. Prospect Road Suite C8
Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Or you can donate directly using 
PayPal.

 If you would like to share your 
story or hunting adventures, please 
contact me at 309-338-0990 or at 
huntsgungetaway@gmail.com.

Playground Concept
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RIVER OTTERS MAKE 
THEIR RETURN TO URBAN 
CHICAGOLAND AREA

 After nearly a century’s absence, 
the charismatic river otter (Lontra 
canadensis) has begun to return 
to the Chicagoland area. Human 
development, unregulated trapping, 
pollution,	and	waterway	modifications	
drove this semi-aquatic member of the 
mustelid family out of Cook County 
and its unexpected return was quite 
a surprise for local biologists. The 
first	 river	 otter	 documented	 in	 Cook	
County was seen in the Sand Ridge 
Forest Preserve in 2015 and inspired 
the development of the Urban River 
Otter Research Project. 

 After being trapped, implanted 
with a transmitter, and released, the 
male otter (henceforth known as 
RO1501) continued to live in Sand 
Ridge until early spring in 2016 when 
he decided to make a move. The Little 
Calumet River offered him an open 
channel to travel north to the Whistler 
Woods Forest Preserve, where he then 
shocked researchers by traveling more 
than 15 miles west along the Calumet 
Sag Channel to the Des Plaines River. 
Researchers then found him at the 

Black Partridge Forest Preserve until 
late 2016 when his transmitter battery 
died. Four more Cook County otters 
were monitored in the following 
years: one in the southwest and three 
in the northwest.

 Five river otters may not seem 
like much, but their presence in Cook 
County is a marker of one of the most 
successful wildlife reintroduction 
efforts in American history. Before 
the 1800s, river otters lived in all 48 
contiguous states, Canada and Alaska. 
However, increased human presence 
and activities reduced river otter range 
and populations exponentially. These 
challenges eventually landed otters 
on Appendix II of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 

By Chris Anchor, Zach Hahn

WHEN YOU’RE READY TO INVEST IN A NEW OR PRE-OWNED MOWER, 
CARGO TRAILER, EQUIPMENT TRAILER, UTILITY TRAILER, FLAT DECK TRAILER 

OR DUMP TRAILER WE ARE PREPARED TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

WE ARE PROUD TO BE AN AUTHORIZED DEALER 
OF QUALITY BRANDS LIKE:

CALL OR VISIT US TODAY AND FIND OUT HOW 
OUR TEAM CAN HELP YOU FIND THE DOLITTLE TRAILER 

AND SPARTAN MOWER YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR.

1925 E. CLEAR LAKE, SPRINGFIELD, IL
217-280-4170 

WWW.TRAILERSDIRECTSPRINGFIELD.COM

2022 Doolittle Trailer MFG BBG SA 
Vending/Concessions Trailer - $8,350

Stock #111200

2021 KG Pro Law Mowers- $7,829
Stock #S61055

2021 Spartan Mowers Spartan KG Pro 
Kawasaki FT730 Lawn Mower- $9,896

Stock #S61056

2022 Dolittle Trailer MFG Utility 77x16 
TA Side Gate - $5,250 • Stock #109499

2021 Spartan Mowers KG XD Lawn 
Mowers- $9,059 - Stock #S61057

2022 Doolittle Trailer MFG Utility MSS 
60x8 Utility Trailer- $1,450 • Stock #108263

2022 Doolittle Trailer MFG Deck Over 
102x25 Bumper Pull Equipment Trailer

$13,250 - Stock #110232

2022 Dolittle Trailer MFG Dump 82x12 Dual 
Cyl Dump Trailer- $11,850 - Stock #101876

Photo by Jeff Nelson Photo by Jeff Nelson

Photo by Jeff Nelson



of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL

309-697-0076
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Bobcat Zero-Turn Mowers. We’ve 
built our reputation on performance, 

versatility and toughness. 
Now, we’re bringing it to the turf!

Bobcat Compact Tractors. 
Feel right at home doing the 
toughest work on your land.

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) and the U.S. Endangered 
Species List in 1977. 
 In the late 20th-century, 23 states 
developed plans to reintroduce river 
otters back to their historic range. Over 
a decade, more than 4,000 river otters 
were relocated across the country, with 
most obtained from Louisiana and 
Kentucky. The effort was considered 
successful as otters reclaimed 90 
percent of their historic range by 1998.
The river otter was listed as an 
Illinois endangered species in 1989. 
A team of members from the Illinois 
Endangered Species Protection Board 
(IESPB) and the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) devised 
a plan that entailed the release of 346 
river otters across 15 sites between 
1994 and 1997. After completing the 
releases, river otters were upgraded to 
threatened in 1999. In 2004 otters were 
documented in 93 of the state’s 102 
counties and by 2005, were projected 
to have a statewide population of more 
than 4,000. By 2014, more than 15,000 
river otters were estimated to exist 
within Illinois. 
 Today, river otters have been 

observed in all Illinois counties, 
including the heavily populated Cook 
County.	 The	 first	 documented	 river	
otter residing within the Chicago area 
occurred in 2015. While it may seem 
odd that it took otters nearly 20 years to 
make it to Cook County, consider that 
the closest otter release site was more 
than 150 miles to the south. As the 
population expanded and individuals 
dispersed, they expanded northward 
toward Cook County. The otters within 
the Chicagoland area thus far seem 
concentrated on the borders of Cook 
County, but residents have sighted 
otters within the city itself, including 
in the Chicago River near Goose Island 
in 2016, Bubbly Creek in 2019 and the 
Jackson Park lagoons in 2020.

New Frontier for Otters
 River otters have just begun 
to integrate into urban landscapes, 
meaning	there’s	a	significant	gap	in	the	
wildlife community’s knowledge of 
how they are managing the transition. 
The Urban River Otter Research Project 
(URORP) is a novel study examining 
river otters in the Chicagoland area. 
Founded by Dr. Stan Gehrt, The Ohio 

State University, and Chris Anchor, 
Senior Wildlife Biologist for the Forest 
Preserve District of Cook County, the 
project was conceptualized in 2015 
when RO1501 was observed. The 
project	 officially	 began	 in	 January	
2022, following delays resulting from 
COVID-19 restrictions.
 The URORP seeks to understand 
how river otters are adjusting to urban 
living and the unique challenges 
they face. The information needed to 
accomplish these goals is obtained 
through locating river otters, 

observing their movements, and 
discovering the resources they need 
to establish a healthy population. 
Traditional	 methods	 for	 finding	 and	
censusing river otters—waterway 
transects, latrine site surveys, bridge 
counts and camera-monitoring—
will be employed, along with a few 
modern practices, including reports 
submitted by citizens. Comparing this 
data to well-established river otter 
behaviors and resource usage in 
rural environments will make for an 
interesting example of the effects of 
human density on wildlife.
 Even though the project is in its 
early stages, the URORP wants to 
share the journey with as many people 
as possible. They believe getting the 
people of Chicago involved in the 
project is of vital importance for 
many reasons. Primarily, citizens 
can engage in real wildlife science 
by reporting river otter sightings to 
the Otter Sighting Report. The team 
also wants people to get excited 
about otters returning to Chicago. 
As a sentinel species, river otters are 
a great indicator of water quality, 
and their presence says Chicago has 
excellent waterways.

River Otter Sighting Report, Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter. 

Photo by Keenan Adams, USFWS



populations were reduced were 
urbanization and pollution. The fact that 
otters are selecting to live in urbanized 
landscapes indicates they may be 
overcoming an issue that caused them 
trouble historically. By understanding 
the	 behavioral	 modifications	 otters	
adopted to make urbanized living 
easier, resource managers can create 
better conservation techniques to 
support their continued success.

 While the Urban River Otter 
Research Project just started, progress 
is being made. River otters have been 
documented	for	the	first	time	in	almost	
two	years.	Trail	cameras	have	verified	
river otters in three distinct areas 
of Cook County. Fantastic support 
has been garnered from the local 
community, with more than 900 people 
following the social media accounts 
(see box for links). Those followers 
have submitted 37 River Otter Sighting 
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION 
WITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIESWITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIES..
•  Come see our new store and Fritz’s Delicatessen, Sam’s Steak 

& Chop Shop and Carroll’s Smokehouse!
•  New banquet facilities ready for you next party or meeting. 
•  Custom Livestock Processing - Available By Appointment Only
•  The Peoria Area’s Premier Deer Sausage & Salami Maker Since 

1954 is Back
•  Raber Packing Company does full processing of  your deer and 

all products are fully processed in our new state of  the art plant.

WWW.RABERPACKING.COMWWW.RABERPACKING.COM

RABER PACKING COMPANYRABER PACKING COMPANY
3000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 616043000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 61604

309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM

Popular Choices:Popular Choices:
Barbeque Sticks, Salami & 

Cheese Sticks, Jalapeno and 
Cheese Salami, Bratwurst, 
Polish or Summer Sausage

We also smoke 
Turkey’s and Geese!

CALL US FOR ALL OF CALL US FOR ALL OF 
YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

SERVING MACKINAW AND SURROUNDING AREAS
Call, text or complete a form for a quote!

309-620-4409
www.6hslabjacking.com

Why Study River Otters?

 The presence of river otters is 
an excellent indicator of the health 
and biodiversity of an ecosystem. As 
nonmigratory, aquatic apex predators, 
river	 otters	 are	 classified	 as	 sentinel	
species. They bioaccumulate toxins 
present in the bodies of their prey, are 
incredibly sensitive to water pollutants 
and human activity, and require an 
abundant variety of prey species to 
meet their high energy requirements. 
Wildlife managers can assess the 
pollutants within otter habitats based on 
the levels of toxins present in the livers 
of deceased animals. The presence or 
absence of river otters in waterways can 
serve as an indicator of water quality 
or the availability of prey species. It is 
reasonable to think that river otters in 
Cook County are a potential indication 
of positive waterway health. A stable 
otter	population	presents	officials	with	
a way of monitoring ecosystem health.
Having river otters return to Cook 
County is also a prevailing underdog 
story. Two main reasons river otter 

River Otters Make their Return to 
Urban Chicagoland Area . . . cont.

Photo by Tom Koerner, USFWS

Reports to date. 
 Through the URORP and support 
from the community, the underdog 
story of the urban river otter will be 
recorded, studied and appreciated as 
these playful, semi-aquatic animals 
overcome their former challenges and 
venture forth into a new frontier—the 
urban jungle.
  Chris Anchor, Senior Wildlife 
Biologist, Forest Preserve District 
of Cook County (FPDCC), has 
been a long-term partner, supporter 
and teacher with the Urban Coyote 
Research Project. He is the “go-to” 
person to identify any number of rare 
wildlife species or provide extensive 
insight into a challenging research 
initiative. He has tutored both the 
new and the experienced, helping 
to educate scientists-in-the-making. 
Anchor has been with the FPDCC 
since 1981 and in his current position 
since 1986. He spearheaded the idea 
of researching river otters in Chicago 
after documenting otters in the Sand 
Ridge Forest Preserve in 2015.
 Zach Hahn graduated from Park 
University with a B.S. in Biology and a 

concentration in natural sciences. After 
graduation, he worked as a technician 
for several wildlife projects focused 
on the ecology and conservation of 
large mammals, from cheetahs to 
jaguars to wolves to elk. His research 
interests include human/predator 
conflict	mitigation,	urban	ecology	and	
interspecific	 interactions.	 His	 current	
work as an M.S. Research Associate 
with The Ohio State University is 
focused on evaluating how river otters 
are adapting to urban living and the 
challenges they face. 

Read More on the Otter
 The River Otter—An Illinois 
Conservation Success Story
 River Otters Are Back in Chicago. 
A New Research Project Aims to Find 
Out How They’re Adapting
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Project W- 147-T).

Citizen scientists have used the Otter 
Sighting Report to notify researchers of more 
than 30 potential river otter sightings in Cook 

County. Once received, a sighting report is 
vetted based on the information or pictures 

provided to determine the likelihood of there 
being an otter at that location
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE
 IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

4 New Motors in Stock from 9.9hp – 75hp
Large Selection of Used and Consignment Boats In Stock

LARGE ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT

HOURS: M-F 8am – 5pm
Sat. 9am – Noon or by Appointment

Lowe Jon Boats 16’ to 18’- 6-Available
Jon Boat Trailers Available 
starting at $1,509

 LIMITED BOATS 
 LIMITED BOATS 

AVAILABLE, SO 
AVAILABLE, SO 

SHOP EARLYSHOP EARLY

BOWFISHING IS FOR 
EVERYONE!
 One thing we know about 
bowfishing	 is	 its	 family	 friendly	
and exciting for all regardless of 
age. And it is a perfect way to enjoy 
the outdoor sports as a family. 
Whether it is walking a creek or 
cruising	 in	 a	 pontoon	 bowfishing	
is truly a family sport! In this 
month’s article we showcase some 
of our members with family and 
their	May	bowfishing	successes.	
 It doesn’t take much to get 
into	 the	 sport	 of	 bowfishing.	 If	
you have a bow, you just need 
a reel and arrow. Give it a try, 
better	 yet	 outfit	 the	 family,	 and	
hit the water together! Join our 
Facebook page or group for info 
on how to get started or email us 
at	baibowfishing@yahoo.com.	

 If you need gear give Scott at 
Bowfishing	Extreme	a	call	and	he	
will set you up with exactly what 
you’re looking for. 

BOWFISHING REPORTS 
 After a cold, wet and slow 
April,	 bowfishing	 in	 May	 has	
really gotten hot. In southern 
Illinois backwaters and Rend Lake 
are giving up trophy buffalo and 
gar. Waters have been high, but the 
fish	are	there.	
 In central Illinois guys have 
been doing a number on common 
carp taking hundreds of these 
invasive	fish	from	the	waters	each	
trip. The Illinois River near Peoria 
has been up, and the grass carp 
have been invading the shallow 
backwaters	 and	 flooded	 fields.	 In	
Northern Illinois Lake Shabbona 

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

ECA Inc. • 1614 Community Beach Road, Odin, IL 62870
Jeff (618) 367-3118 or email him at 5570elj@gmail.com or call 

Bob Leckrone (618) 495-2572 • Visit us on Facebook! • ISRA.org

JUNE 25TH & 26TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

JULY 23RD & 24TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

AUGUST 27TH & 28TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries

has been giving up dozens of big 
common carp. The Illinois river has 
been getting better with nice grass 
carp being harvested regularly. If 
you’re	after	a	trophy	goldfish	or	koi	
look to the Desplaines River near 

Wilmington. Last month several 
trophies were taken there including 
one	pictured	here.	And	finally,	Grass	
Lake is just starting to get going but 
we still need some warmer weather 
to really get the carp moving. 



June 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  83

	 Bowfishing	is	great	so	get	out	
there!

NEW STUFF FOR THE 2022 
INNERLOC!
 The Innerloc Shoot will once 
again be held on the Illinois River 
out of the Starved Rock pool.
 This year we will offer a pro 
and fun division for those who 
want to come out and have some 

fun. The pro division will be a 
big 15 and entry will be $200 per 
boat. The fun division will cost the 
participants $10 per shooter. This 
year we will return to the days of 
the mega prize table where all who 
attend	will	 get	 a	 raffle	 ticket	 and	
have a choice of from prize table.
 We want to make this fun for 
all and in addition a professionally 
made smoked meat party will take 

place during and after weigh in. 
Will also set up some targets on land 
so	bowfishers	can	have	a	fun	after	
shoot archery competition. 
	 All	 bowfishers	 from	 the	
professional to the brand-new 
arrow slinger will have fun. Guys 
and gals with any kind of boat will 
have fun!

DOOR PRIZES

MEL PRICEMEL PRICE
STORAGE CONTAINERSSTORAGE CONTAINERS

RENTALS & SALESRENTALS & SALES
DANVILLE

SIZES” 10’, 20’, 40’, 45’ & 48’
Cell: 217-304-1722

Office: 217-442-9092
prcml@yahoo.com

WE DELIVER!

	 We	will	 have	 $50	 Bowfishing	
Extreme gift cards, dozens of 
Innerloc grappler arrows, dozens 
of Shureshot arrows, Florida 
Bowfishing	 trips,	 and	much	more	
to be announced!
 Shoot will be in August and 
we will have an exact date this 
weekend and location for this 
single ramp event. Should be fun 
for all so come on out!
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IT’S A BUNCH OF MANURE
 When I was invited to a turkey 
hunt in Iowa last fall, I had no idea 
that I was in for the hunt of a lifetime. 
Chris Leppert is one of our staff 
members at Columbus Road Church 
in Quincy, Illinois. He was fully aware 
of my love of hunting and passion for 
mature toms. After applying for a 
first-season	tag	and	a	quick	trip	to	his	
parent’s farm, I was excited about the 
possibilities.
 Passion week is not the best time 
to take an out-of-state turkey hunt, 
but having the opportunity to hunt 
in Allamakee County, Iowa, in the 
middle of April was too hard to pass 
up. I could not make it in on opening 
day due to work responsibilities, so I 
drove up to the farm in Illinois, getting 
in around midnight. 
 Chris gave me a quick review of 
the Grand View Farm layout from a 
satellite image as well as where he had 
seen the 30 turkeys the day before. 
The farm has deep ravines and arching 

By Dr. Bob Cowman
pastures surrounded by mature trees. 
Chris also told me that his dad Duane 
had just spread manure on the top of 
the ridges of the pastures. My dream 
of hunting in my home state was about 
to come true.
 We got up plenty early after 
a short night of sleep. Chris and I 
decided to hunt across from each 
other, having only a crowned pasture 
and three hundred yards between us. 
As we got close to the place we were 
to split off, he gave me a general idea 
of where to set up. We said our well 
wishes and broke off, leaving me to 
find	my	tree	to	set	up	in	the	pitch	dark.	
Not	 to	mention,	 it	was	my	first	 time	
on the farm. I walked in and found a 
tree with two bushes on both sides of 
the tree creating a perfect window to 
set up my decoys at twelve steps
 My setup was a submissive 
hen and a jake approaching her and 
two other hens one feeding and one 
upright. I got my set up the way I 

wanted it and got settled against the 
tree facing the pasture. It is April 
12th,	2022,	the	second	day	of	the	first	
season in Allamakee County, Iowa 
and my dream is coming true. 
 As it began to get a bit lighter, 
I	 heard	my	 first	 gobble.	 It	 was	 over	
my left ear about 200 yards. Quickly, 
another one directly behind me, then 
another over my right ear. At this point, 
I cannot believe what I am hearing. 
My heart begins to accelerate. Another 
gobble to my right, and another and 
another and another and another and 
another and another.... you get the 
picture? I was sitting in the honey 
whole of honey wholes. Turkeys were 
in every direction, a three-hundred-
and-sixty-degree enclosure. I was 
excited, and the smile on my face had 
to have shone through my face mask.
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yards out. It then dawned on me what 
was happening. All of those turkeys 
that I had heard earlier had made 
their way to the manure. They were 
feeding on the top, in the manure. 
All I needed was for another tom to 
come to my side of the pasture to see 
and hear my set-up. 
 What needed to happen, 
happened! At ten o’clock he popped 
over the hill. He looked big from a 
long way away. The beard was super 
thick, and it was evident that it was 
a shooter. I hit the box call followed 
by my jake cluck from my Mountain 
Screamer box call. He slammed with 
a hard gobble that I could see. He then 
made his descent down the pasture 
and directly to my setup. I got the gun 
up and my eyes on the prize. Moving 
from my right to left, he walked right 
into my window at twelve steps and 
stopped. It was over. I nailed a twenty-
three-pound, nine-inch beard, mature 
Iowa gobbler at 10 a.m. coming off 
the manure at Grand View Farms in 
Allamakee County, Iowa. My dream 
had come true.

 The gobbling continued for a 
good bit but as the toms found their 
dates, the gobbles faded. I did hear a 
lone gobble at 7 am that was worth 
noting. He seemed to have made some 
steps closer to my position. This made 
me turn to my left a bit more and kept 
my attention. I waited for the next 
hour with an occasional jake cluck 
and hen purr. 
 After what seemed to be an 
eternity, I see a mature tom to my left 
pop over the crest of the pasture. He 
saw the setup and heard my date with 
his own eyes. He began making his 
way down the hill toward me. 
 This is it, I thought. Get your gun 
up and be ready to seal the deal. 
 He came right into the decoys but 
a little left, right in front of the bush I 
described earlier. He stopped, looked, 
and	did	an	about-face	at	fifteen	yards	
and walked back up the hill. 
 I wondered if that was going to 
be my only chance, but something in 
the back of my mind told me that I 
would see more action. A half-hour 
later, I saw four jakes walking at 
the top of the pasture, about eighty 

Zachary Sharrock & Aryana at a private lake in Jacksonville. 
Thanks to Eastside Marine for sharing these great photos. 

Call Eastside Marine for all of your boating needs.

We are getting “the band back together”
BAGELFEST OR BUST July 19-23, 2022!

Time for some celebration!
Join us for food, music and fun in Mattoon, IL. 

Like us on Facebook to keep up with 2022 plans. 
We can’t wait to see you there for the 

36th Annual Bagelfest.

EXPLOREMATTOON.ORG • 800-500-6286

July 19-23, 2022
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
REALTORS® DISCUSS TOP EMERGING TECH TRENDS 
IMPACTING REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY
NATIONAL HARBOR, MD – 
The metaverse and blockchain 
technology	could	have	a	significant	
impact on the future of real 
estate, according to experts at the 
2022 REALTORS® Legislative 
Meetings. Several hundred 
Realtors® attended Wednesday’s 
Emerging Business Issues and 
Technology Forum, which provided 
insight into the top emerging tech 
trends that are expected to have the 
biggest impact on the real estate 
industry in the coming years.
 Jane Dzielski, Google’s 
principal analytical lead, kicked off 
the session with a presentation on 
data trends in the real estate sector. 
She said that prior to the pandemic, 
only one in 10 households moved 
each year.
 “We are now seeing a ton of 
moving activity,” Dzielski said. 
“Twenty-five	 percent	 of	 consumers	
have moved in the past two years and 
24%	plan	to	move	in	the	next	year.”
 Dzielski also said that while 
internet searches for buying a 
second home dropped in the 

first	 half	 of	 2020	 (-9%),	 they	
have	 surged	 since	 then	 (+23%).	
According to Google’s data, the 
top reasons that homeowners cited 
for purchasing a second home 
were to diversify their investments, 
earn money renting, and use as a 
vacation home.
 Ashley Stinton, Second Century 
Ventures’ head of marketing, 
discussed the recent rise in 
investment in real estate technology 
companies, explaining that over 
$31 billion was invested in 2021.
 “These are unprecedented 
numbers,” Stinton said. “We’ve 
seen 12 new prop tech unicorns 
as well as over 150 merger and 
acquisition transactions.”
 Stinton noted that SCV’s 
REACH scale-up program plays an 
active role in shaping the future of 
real estate technology investment.
“We	find,	 support,	 accelerate,	 and	
scale the innovative companies 
that are going to have the highest 
impact on Realtors®’ businesses,” 
she said. “We then bring these 
technologies to NAR members 

so that these companies can work 
hand-in-hand with the Realtor® 
community as they build out their 
products and services.”
 “Blockchains are a new way 
of thinking about information 
management,” he said. “They 
provide	a	verifiable	and	trustworthy	
record of events or transactions. 
This is a critical component of any 
transaction.”
 Conroy concluded the session 
underscoring the importance of 
decentralized	finance	and	the	role	
it could play in real estate in the 
future.

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Find & Like us on Facebook!

Land, Real Estate, Household,
Machinery, Tools & MORE!

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

3622 N. Knoxville 
Peoria, IL 61603

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

O’BRYAN & BALL
309-323-0399

Mike O’Bryan 
Jessica Ball 
Justin Ball

Build Your Dream Home or 
Buy the Land Just to Enjoy 

the Amenities at  
Lake Camelot! 

This private community  
offers 2 stocked lakes, 

beach, pool, clubhouse, 
tennis courts, baseball  

diamond, playground and 
activities throughout  

the year.

Check Out These Great Building Sites!

Enjoy the Lake Life Now! 

5105 W. Farmington Road, Peoria, IL

W. Darlington Drive 
Mapleton, IL • $6,500 

.27 acre lot

W. Littleeld Drive 
Mapleton, IL • $6,500 

.28 acre corner lot

Front Parcel • $260,000 
2.75± acres located on  

Farmington Road next to Dollar 
General.

Rear Parcel • $487,500 
Over 60 acres - ideal  

for recreational property or  
private residential estate.

O-Bryan_June 22_ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/17/22  3:15 PM  Page 1

 “Decentralized Finance, or 
DeFi	 for	 short,	 refers	 to	 financial	
services that exist on blockchains,” 
he	 said.	 “With	 financing	 being	 a	
key component of the transaction, 
Realtors® should become familiar 
with the new tools that are 
becoming available in the DeFi 
landscape.”
 The National Association of 
Realtors® is America’s largest trade 
association, representing more 
than 1.5 million members involved 
in all aspects of the residential and 
commercial real estate industries.
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TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE AUCTION 
SERVICE 618-559-5082 OR EMAIL JOLEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM

LARGE OR SMALL YOUR AUCTION DESERVES A GOOD CALL!!

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM 
OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 

ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

Auctioneers Note: This auction will contain quality items from flow 
blue dishes, Stihl gas powered yard tools, quality furniture, collectibles, 
& much more.  Doris was a collector of very nice antiques & primitives 

some items are in storage and are still being unpacked as we get ready. 
Please be sure to watch the websites for more pictures as we get 

closer to the auction date. Hope to see you there!!
SIMPLICITY RIDING MOWER 42IN CUT • STIHL HEDGE TRIMMER HS46C

STIHL CHAINSAW 018C • STIHL CHAINSAW MS290
 DISHES & COLLECTABLES • FURNITURE • TOOLS & OUTDOOR

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

DORIS ARNDT 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 

MOVING AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 11, 2022 AT 9:00AM

5465 Waterway Drive Pinckneyville IL 62274
Directions to sale site: From highway 127 turn east onto Todds Mill Rd, 
travel approx. 4 miles until White Walnut Rd, turn south (right), travel 

approx. 2 miles until sale site WATCH FOR SIGNS.

REALTORS® SEE SHARP 
INCREASE IN HOMES 
WITH GREEN FEATURES
WASHINGTON – The number of 
Realtors® involved with buying or 
selling a property with green features 
has	 significantly	 increased	 in	 the	
past year, according to a recent study 
from the National Association of 
Realtors®. The 2022 REALTORS® 

and Sustainability Report surveyed 
NAR members nationwide regarding 
sustainability issues currently facing 
the real estate industry.
 Half of agents and brokers 
surveyed said they helped a client 
buy or sell a property with green 
features during the past 12 months, 
a	notable	 jump	compared	 to	 32%	
in 2021.
 Nearly two out of three 
respondents	–	63%	–	said	that	energy	
efficiency	 promotion	 in	 listings	
was very or somewhat valuable. 
Over half of agents and brokers – 
51%	–	found	that	their	clients	were	
somewhat or very interested in 
sustainability.	 And	 35%	 reported	
that their multiple listing service 
features	 green	 data	 fields.	Among	
those	with	green	data	fields	in	their	
MLS, the top ways they were used 
were to promote green features 
(35%),	 energy	 information	 (24%)	
and	green	certifications	(13%).
 “Sustainability continues to 
play a growing role in consumers’ 
purchasing decisions, and this is 
becoming even more prevalent in 
the real estate market,” said NAR 
President Leslie Rouda Smith, a 
Realtor® from Plano, Texas, and 
a broker associate at Dave Perry-
Miller Real Estate in Dallas. “With 
the residential property market, 
in particular, home buyers have 
expressed increased interest in eco-
friendly factors like solar panels 
and	energy	efficiency.”
 Roughly three out of four 
Realtors®	 –	 77%	 –	 said	 that	

properties with rooftop solar panels 
were available in their market. 
These numbers were highest in the 
West	 (89%)	 and	Northeast	 (86%).	
Thirty-six percent said that homes 
with solar panels increased the 
perceived property value, compared 
to	30%	that	said	they	had	no	effect.
 The report also noted rising 
anxiety among Realtors® about 
the effect of climate change and 
extreme weather events on their 
businesses. More than one out of 
three	respondents	–	34%	–	said	they	
were very or somewhat concerned 
about the impact of extreme weather 
events on the housing market.
 Jessica Lautz, NAR vice 
president of demographics and 
behavioral insights, said that the 
increased focus on sustainability 
in recent years is a win-win for all 
homeowners.
 “More sustainable homes bring 
benefits	 to	 homeowners	 like	 cost	
savings	 from	 energy	 efficiency,	
health	 benefits	 from	 improved	
indoor air quality, and increased 
comfort and durability from 
material use and construction, and 
may also increase resale value,” 
Lautz said.

Methodology
 In March 2022, NAR invited 
a random sample of 46,452 active 
Realtors®	to	fill	out	an	online	survey.	
A total of 2,652 useable responses 
were received for an overall 
response	 rate	of	5.7%.	At	 the	95%	
confidence	level,	the	margin	of	error	
is	plus-or-minus	1.9%.
 The National Association of 
Realtors® is America’s largest trade 
association, representing more than 
1.5 million members involved in 
all aspects of the residential and 
commercial real estate industries.
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FARM & CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

SATURDAY JULY 23, 2022 AT 9 A.M.
Auction Location: 7526 Old State Rt 121 Rd, Hopedale, IL 61747 

(Take exit 19 off I-155)
Taking consignments at the lot July 5 - 22

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon – Fri
Saturday 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Call or Email to get your items advertised skauctionsllc@yahoo.com
Advertising Deadline June 25

THE CURRENT LAND MARKET IS HOT!
WE HAVE ACTIVE BUYERS WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL

THE LAND SPECIALISTS AT ACRE PRO ILLINOIS FARM AND REC LAND ARE HERE 
TO HELP LEAD THE WAY FOR YOUR IN ALL YOUR BUYING /SELLING NEEDS

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

35 ACRES PEORIA COUNTY- $289,000
UNDER CONTRACT

31 ACRES PEORIA COUNTY- $239,900
UNDER CONTRACT

99 ACRE KNOX COUNTY- $990,000
UNDER CONTRACT

142 ACRES FULTON COUNTY- $710,000
UNDER CONTRACT

BRAD BESSLER
(309) 231-1449

Brad.belser@acrepro.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777

Jim.ferguson@acrepro.com

HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA 
REPORTED IN ILLINOIS BIRDS
By IDNR, IDOA

 The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) and Illinois 
Department of Agriculture (IDOA) are 
working together on advising the public 
on reports of the H5N1 strain of highly 
pathogenic	 avian	 influenza	 (HPAI),	 or	
Avian Flu, as it may impact both wild 
and domestic bird species.
IDNR and IDOA received notice 
from USDA Wildlife Services of the 
first	 confirmed	 case	 of	 Avian	 Flu	 in	
a wild bird in Illinois for 2022 when 
three Canada geese, located in Will 
County were submitted for sampling 
on	March	 2,	 2022.	 The	 findings	 were	

confirmed	 by	 the	 USDA	 Animal	 and	
Plant Health Inspection Services 
at the National Veterinary Services 
Laboratory on March 10. Since that 
time, wild bird mortality from HPAI 
has	 been	 confirmed	 in	 Champaign,	
Fulton, Sangamon, and Will counties 
with a more recent mortality event of 
more than 200 birds in Cook County 
confirmed	 to	 be	 caused	 from	 HPAI.	
Wild birds impacted include waterfowl 
and waterbird species, as well as some 
raptors, including bald eagles.
	 Avian	 influenza	 (AI)	 is	 caused	
by	 an	 influenza	 type	 A	 virus	 which	
can infect poultry (such as chickens, 
turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic 
ducks, geese, and guinea fowl) and wild 
birds (especially waterfowl). AI viruses 
are	classified	by	a	combination	of	 two	
groups of proteins: hemagglutinin or 
“H” proteins, of which there are 16 
(H1–H16), and neuraminidase or “N” 
proteins, of which there are 9 (N1–

N9).	 AI	 viruses	 are	 further	 classified	
by their pathogenicity—the ability 
of a particular virus strain to produce 
disease in domestic chickens.
	 Highly	 pathogenic	 avian	 influenza	
(HPAI) virus strains are extremely 
infectious, often fatal to chickens, and 
can	spread	rapidly	from	flock-to-flock.	

	 Low	pathogenicity	avian	 influenza	
(LPAI) virus strains occur naturally in 
wild migratory waterfowl and shorebirds 
without causing illness. LPAI can infect 

domestic poultry, creating little or no 
signs of illness. 
 Wild bird detections have been 
occurring throughout early 2022 and 
many states have also experienced 
detections in domestic poultry recently. 
While Illinois has not seen any Avian 
Flu in commercial poultry within the 
state this year, two backyard non-
poultry producers have been impacted. 
This coupled with reported wild bird 
mortalities demonstrates that the virus is 
present and circulating within the wild 
bird population in Illinois. Commercial 
poultry producers in Iowa and other 
surrounding states have been harder hit.
	 Anyone	 observing	 five	 or	 more	
deceased wild waterfowl, waterbirds, or 
raptors in one location, or any number 
of sick or dead bald eagles, should 
contact their local IDNR district wildlife 
biologist or USDA Wildlife Services at 
1-866-487-3297.

Photo by Steve Hillebrand, USFWS

Photo by Thomas Iversen, Unsplash
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Ranch home with 3 bedrooms and 3 baths. Full finished basement in a north end subdivision. 
Main floor laundry with soaking sink. Kitchen has granite countertops and newer appliances & 
washer, dryer that will stay. 2 pantries. Breakfast bar and informal dining. Formal dining room 
also. Master suite with full bath and separate shower. Nice size living room with french doors 
to a 4-season room this room has its own heater and air. Deck off this room and steps to a nice 
size back yard, shed. Basement has family room with rec/bar area. 2 storage rooms. Full bath. 

Workshop also. Roof in 2017. Bar stools upstairs & basement will stay.

This is a great lot on Lake Wee-Ma-Tuk. 2.135 Acres. 
Close to Wee-Ma-Tuk Club House and across the street from Golf Course. 

Enjoy Boating, Swimming, Fishing. 10 minutes from Canton and 50 minutes from Peoria. 
City water and natural gas is in this subdivision. High speed internet. $100.00 a year 

for Drainage District. NO HOA FEES in WEE-MA-TUK

3-bedroom ranch home. Roof 3 years old. Vinyl siding and replacement windows. 
High efficiency furnace and ac are 3 years old. Small eat in kitchen and breakfast bar 

open up to large living room that one end could be used for dining area. Under carpet is 
hardwood floors. Basement that has had walls painted. Just need to finish floor. 

Breaker box and gas water heater. Deep basement. A flooring 
allowance $2,000.00 at closing to buyer. Fenced yard. Washer & dryer 

stay with the home. (not warranted.) Garage needs a roof.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

4 MARLEE CANTON, IL 61520 - $249,900

15634 E. KENABECK, CUBA, IL 61427 - $55,000

963 E. LOCUST, CANTON, IL 61520 - $84,900

Poultry Production
•  Anyone who owns birds or is involved 

with poultry production, whether on 
a small or commercial level, should 
be	 aware	 of	 this	 finding	 and	 take	
precautions	to	protect	their	flock.

•  Producers and owners should review 
their biosecurity plans and prevent 
contact with wild birds and their 
droppings. IDOA also strongly 
encourages all producers to keep birds 
indoors when possible.

•  Flock owners, managers or 
veterinarians should report any 
unusual	findings	in	domestic	poultry	
such as increase in mortality, 
decrease in water consumption, 
decrease in egg production, or 
respiratory signs including coughing 
and sneezing immediately to the 
IDOA at (217) 782-4944 or the 
USDA at 866-536-7593.

•  The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) works 
closely with States and the poultry 
industry to prevent AI from becoming 
established in the U.S. poultry 
population. Keeping our nation’s 
poultry	free	from	avian	influenza	helps	
protect our farmers’ livelihoods. Learn 
more at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
animal_health/downloads/animal_
diseases/ai/faqs.pdf.

People who may encounter sick or 
deceased wild birds
•  Avoid handling wild birds that are 

obviously sick or found dead if you 
can.

•  If you must dispose of deceased birds, 
rubber gloves and a mask should 
be worn, and the carcass should be 
double-bagged in sealed plastic bags. 
The bags can be buried away from 
scavengers or placed in the garbage 
if approved by the local waste service 
provider. Anyone handling deceased 
birds should thoroughly wash their 
hands and any other clothes or tools 
with soap and water following 
disposal.

Persons Owning Bird Feeders and 
Bird Baths
 While information is limited on 
the role songbirds (passerines) play 
in the spread of HPAI, the IDNR 
recommends the use of seed/grain bird 
feeders be halted through May 31 in 
an effort to help slow the spread. It is 
unlikely that hummingbird or oriole 
feeders will contribute to the spread 

of HPAI given they are more species 
specific.	Further	points	 regarding	bird	
feeding stations include:
•  The greatest risk of HPAI transmission 

is seed/grain feeders and bird baths 
where waterfowl and songbirds may 
interact, or those in the vicinity of 
poultry	operations	or	backyard	flocks.

•  Persons choosing to leave their bird 
feeders/baths up should clean such 
structures weekly with a solution 
of 9 parts of water to 1 part bleach, 
followed by a thorough rise. Wear 
disposable gloves while cleaning 
and wash hands with soap and water 
immediately afterward. If soap and 
water are not available, use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer.

•  Although suet can contain grains/
seeds, IDNR feels the fallen waste 
associated with a suet feeder would be 
minimal as compared to a traditional 
grain/seed feeder, resulting in limited 
issues with waterfowl and domestic 
poultry/fowl being attracted to it. As 
some suet mixes will spoil in warmer 
temperatures, many folks already 
make a habit of taking down their suet 
feeders when warmer weather arrives.

•  Homeowners should consider 
improving bird habitat by planting 
native	shrubs	and	wildflowers	during	
the month of May as an alternative food 
source for birds in subsequent years. 
Recommendations for landscaping 
with native plants can be found at 
the IDNR Conservation Inclusive 
Construction and Development 
Archive, or CICADA.

This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
ezine developed in collaboration with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife 
and Sport Fish Restoration Program 
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration 
Project W- 147-T).

Photo by Joshua J. Cotten, Unsplash
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8202 S. HIDDEN POINT ROAD 
GLASFORD, IL • $770,000 A True Hidden Gem! 

Luxury, privacy and wide 
open spaces await in 

this 8500+ sq. ft. home 
on 5.85 acres with a  
private 5 acre pond. 

Fireplaced great room, 
large chef’s kitchen, 2 
laundry rooms, main 

floor master suite plus a 
finished basement with 

2nd full kitchen, bar, 
gym room and family 
room. There’s also a 5 

car heated garage!
5.85  

Acres

Pallardy June 2022 ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/10/22  6:22 PM  Page 1

 During the third weekend of 
April my stepdaughter Payton Jewell 
got married in Appleton Wisconsin. 
It was a very nice wedding that 
took place in the back yard of my 
son in law’s parents. The weather 
was beautiful 70 degrees and it was 
nice to have all of my kids back in 
one place. If there is one thing I 
have learned is when the kids grow 
up, you sure miss their presence. I 
always thought it was going to be 
great to have the house to ourselves 
and now it is just too quiet. Now I 
enjoy when they are all home making 
a mess and driving me crazy. One 
thing is for sure is you have to enjoy 
the kids while you can because they 
grow up and spread their wings, and 
you just don’t get the time with them 
you once had. I treasure everyone of 
those moments now and try not to 
take their presence for granted. 
 After my daughter’s wedding 
I received a call that no one ever 
wants to get. My best friend Al 
Schackow and his brother Bob 
Schackow had gone to our hunting 
grounds on Saturday to look for 
some mushrooms and look as some 
deer stands. They arrived at the back 
of the property were going to the 
top of the hill to see if they could 
find	 some	 morels.	 As	 they	 were	
trying to go up the hill Al said that 
they should just walk up the hill. It 

is rather steep and really shouldn’t 
be taking a four-wheeler up it. Bob 
thought he could make it up the hill, 
so Al jumped off the back. As Bob 
went up the hill, he hit a small tree 
and as the four-wheeler came up 
he scrambled to get out of the way. 
Unfortunately, he slipped, and the 
four-wheeler landed on him. After 
Al was able to get the four-wheeler 
off of him, he stood up, and didn’t 
think he had any broken bones. He 
did have some pain in his abdomen, 
so he sat down as Al went to the top 
of the hill to call for help. By the time 
he got back to his brother he wasn’t 
doing well. They drove a vehicle 
as close as they could, and a group 
of people helped get him out of the 
woods. Unfortunately, Bob suffered 

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

internal bleeding and passed away 
from his injuries. I have struggled 
with this for a few weeks now. I 
couldn’t imagine how my buddy Al 
is dealing with this. It is one thing 
to have a family member pass its 
another to be there for his last breath. 
The reason I have writing about this 
is we all need to understand that a 
four-wheeler is a vehicle and can 
cause as much damage as a car 

accident. Even if you think you 
escaped unharmed there is still the 
possibility of internal bleeding and 
that is no joke. Please be careful 
out there this summer while riding. 
Wear your helmet and never push 
the limits of the machine. One thing 
for sure is a joy ride is not worth 
your life.
 Until next month. May your 
sunrises and sunsets be magical!

Stephanie and Misty Otto with some largemouth bass 
caught in Fulton County

Al Schackow with his granddaughter Misty Otto 
with some nice Fulton County crappie and bass.
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888-311-LAND
NEW LISTINGS NEEDED!

 Great Time to Sell Your Farm, Hunting Land, Lake Property or Recreational Land! Properties are Selling Fast!
Check our Website to Look at 100’s of Listings

www.legacylandco.com

CALL CABOT BENTON AT 
217-371-2598 TO DISCUSS DETAILS

LEVEL UP YOUR REAL ESTATE SKILLS 
AND SET OUT ON A NEW ADVENTURE 

BY JOINING OUR GREAT TEAM!

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

JIM FORDONSKI
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jfordonski@legacylandco.com
630-441-5242

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Agent AL, GA

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

SKYLER PENCE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
spence@legacylandco.com

309-333-7404

DUSTIN HORTON
Land Specialist/Agent TN

dhorton@legacylandco.com
931-273-5809

GLENN AULT
Principal Broker CO

gault@legacylandco.com
970-379-1462

CORINA MASTERMAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

cmasterman@legacylandco.com
217-274-1554

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

URIAH PADDOCK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

upaddock@legacylandco.com
765-585-8420

LEE ANN CLARK
Land Specialist/Agent CO
lclark@legacylandco.com

970-210-6115

ROSS EDWARDS
Land Specialist/Agent IL

redwards@legacylandco.com
309-453-8843

JAMES DANIELS
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jdaniels@legacylandco.com
229-886-2929

KELLI PINKERTON
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

kpinkerton@legacylandco.com
765-585-1710

JUSTIN GRIMSLEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgrimsley@legacylandco.com
217-508-8615

ESTABAN ESPINO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

eespino@legacylandco.com

VERONICA ESPINO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

veespino@legacylandco.com

VIVIANA ESPINO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

viespino@legacylandco.com

TAMMY ROBERTSON
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

trobertson@legacylandco.com

CHARLOTTE SQUIRES
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

csquires@legacylandco.com

GREG OTTO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

gotto@legacylandco.com

JOHN LINNEY
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

jlinney@legacylandco.com

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 11 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences
ListHub • Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com

Looking for Experienced Agents in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and Colorado
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PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICEPUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE
SUNDAY JUNE 5TH, 2022 AT 11:00AMSUNDAY JUNE 5TH, 2022 AT 11:00AM

100% NO RESERVE PUBLIC LIVE AUCTION

 ATTENTION SPORTSMAN - HUNTERS  
This is the one you been waiting for!!! We have a massive 

warehouse liquidation of Top Name Brands waiting for you!!! 
Best part is you name the price!!! BOOTS - HUNTING GEAR - FISHING GEAR 

and much much more!!! BIGGEST OF THE YEAR!!! 

 FARM & HOME STORE PRODUCTS  
Very Large offering of 100% No Reserve Public Auction of Farm & Home 

store items with this being some of the best we ever had!!!

**** MULTIPLE FIREARMS SAFES OFFERED ****

 AMZ CUSTOMER RETURN ITEMS
Always a customer favorite we will have a wide range of items 

from the world’s largest online retailer ready to be offered 
100% No Reserve!!! See photos as we post them for 

many many amazing items that are going to be in this Auction!!! 

PLAN TO ATTEND THIS AUCTION
100% NO RESERVE PUBLIC AUCTION - Decatur, IL 

Terms: Cash - Good Check - Credit/Debt 
All items are sold as-is You Bid, You Buy, You Keep

$450,000 LIVE PUBLIC AUCTION- 2 RINGS GOING
340 North Martin Luther King Jr Drive - Decatur, IL (Deal Time Building)

Doors open @ 9:30am for Viewing/Inspection
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Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated Managing Broker • Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573 • Office: 309-343-1186

2069 Knox Road 150 E., Galesburg, IL
$499,900

MLS# CA1013890
4BR 3.5BA home on 5 acres with solarium, elevator, 

indoor grill, wood vaulted ceiling, 3 fireplaces, 
intercom,  built-in bar, multi-level deck, pond view, 
and total of 5 garages (4 heated, 1 with a lift and 

paint booth) for 20+ vehicles.

109 N. Olin St., Altona, IL
$164,900

MLS# CA1011947
Stately 5BR 3BA home offering tons of space, 

natural woodwork, leaded glass, eat-in 
kitchen with pantry, formal dining room, 

laundry chute, partially finished basement, 
enclosed front porch, detached garage, 

and deck with ramp.

NEW PRICE!

ONLINE ONLY LAND ABSOLUTE AUCTION

GARY NIEMEIER, AUCTIONEER
Call or email Gary at: 

(618) 781-3814 • auctiongary@gmail.com

LegacySells4u.HiBid.com

MARSHALL CREEK RD., ALMA, IL LAND AUCTION
Auction will begin to close on Sunday, June 12th at 1:00pm

This offering consists of 34.33 +/- Acres located in Section 6 of Tonti Township 
Marion Co. IL. This wooded property would offer great hunting & recreational 
possibilities. The east fork of the Kaskaskia River runs through this property. Some of the property is 
located in a floodplain. Land will be sold on a per acre basis. No survey will be offered. Parcel 06-06-
300-002 2021 Real Estate Taxes $18.16
Checkout Date/Time: $20,000 down day of auction to be placed in escrow with the balance due on or 
before 30 days from auction date. A 5% buyer’s premium will be added to the bid price to establish a 
total contract price. Cash, check, or approved payment for the amount to be placed in escrow is due 
upon signing of the written contract to purchase land or real estate.

2022 PMTT/LIEF SPRING SHOOTOUT: CAVE RUN LAKE, KY

24th Season Opener- Hosted by More-
head Kentucky Tourism- Sat. April 30th 
& Sunday May 1st, 2022
 The Professional Musky Tournament 
Trail Opened an historic 24th Season with 
a visit to that venerable “Southern Capi-
tol of Musky Fishing” … Cave Run Lake 
and	host	city,	Morehead	KY.	Wild	fluctua-
tions in weather, water levels, water temps 
and spawn cycle made for some tough 
pre-fishing	for	 the	more	than	200	anglers	
completing this event. But if there is any 
one thing we have also learned while fol-
lowing this group of ‘Hard Core’ Musky 
Hunters around the country some 20-plus 
years is that regardless of the adverse con-
ditions,	somebody	always	seems	to	figure	
it	out,	connects	the	dots	and	puts	a	fish	or	
two on the board.
 Shan Horsley of Tollsboro, KY. and 
Nick Adams of Camp Dix, KY, adept 
“Vertical Jiggers” with a proven record of 
worked in deeper water vertical jigging 
timber	when	Nick’s	walleye	flavored	Bon-
dy convinced a hard hitting, very clean 
41.00-incher to join them in the boat Sat-
urday and found themselves sitting at 4th 
going into Day Two. These veteran anglers 
weighed their options and unlike most 
around them found themselves unwilling 
to ’Ride or Die’, opting to change game 
plan… totally switching it up. 
 On Sunday they had decided to ‘Roll 
the Dice’ on throwing smaller, locally pro-
duced Burn’s Spinnerbaits up in Scott’s 
Creek. The gamble proved wise when 
at the end of a long cast Shan’s demure 
black/chartreus Burn’s spinnerbait became 
‘Lunch’	 for	 that	 much	 hoped	 for	 fish.	A	
35.75-inches impressive, tournament win-
ning, KY Mountain Musky was slid into 
the net. This landed them in 1st Place, 
which also included the Recon Boats 
$1,000 Bonus Bucks and the Musky Hunt-
er Big Fish Award for a total of $16,500.
 2nd Place: Ron Haynes from Carol 
Stream, Illinois & Ladd Wildeson of Eagle 
River,	Wisconsin,	finished	out	off	the	lead	
Saturday, netting a meager 31-incher while 
splitting time between the lake’s two statis-

tically highest producing areas: Zilpo Flats 
and Scott’s Creek. They chose to stick with 
it Sunday but soon found themselves sec-
ond guessing as the time wound down with 
zero action in Scott’s, they moved back to 
the Flats. They hooked up on their second 
fish,	 a	 38.5”	 on	 a	Bulldawg	 to	 secure	 the	
second-place	finish.	
 3rd Place: Fell to Day one leaders, 
Tim Smith of Ohio & Rick Simpson who 
also decided to “Ride or Die” with the 
plan that had earned them the lead to this 
point as did 2nd, 3rd, and most on the early 
Leaderboard… Yearning to duplicate even 
a smidgen of the previous day’s success, 
they worked hard to grind out just one 
more solid hook up and a shot at securing 
the Q-1 Win… and were certainly not the 
only anglers shut down and frustrated by 
the quick change in conditions brought on 

by the severe weather earlier that morning 
having	reset	the	playing	field....		they	also	
blanked on Sunday.
 4th Place: Brooks Hendrix & Justin 
Jackson had been right on the leader’s 

heels Saturday, just 2-pts out, casting 
white glide baits “super shallow” to cobble 
together the only other Day One Double 
on the Board, registering Musky of 31.75” 
& 35.25” … on what Brooks called his, 
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
JIM MALOOF/REALTOR

2507 N. Main St.East Peoria, IL 61611
Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

6201 W. Route 150 Hwy Edwards, IL 61528 - $1,500,000
7.863 undeveloped acres of prime commercial real estate located on the corner of U.S. Route 150 

and Trigger Road.  Zoned I-1 Industrial/Business Park.  The property was recently subdivided.

0 County Road 800 N - Eureka, IL 61530 - 3 Lots Available!
RARE FIND IN AN AMAZING COMMUNITY! Are you looking for the perfect spot to build your dream 
home? Look no further! Beautiful acreage in a wonderful location! Great school district, and much 

more! (Lot 1- $129,900 / Lot 2 - $139,900 / Lot 3 - $139,900)

Lot 2 Remmert Farms - $95,900
5.01 AC lot with lake access, and wooded Centrally located between Peoria and 

Bloomington, The Lakes of Remmert Farms offers beautiful, rolling lots that surround 
approx. a 6.5-acre stocked lake and a 1.5 acre stocked pond. Many of the lots are 

conducive to walkout foundations, and large outbuildings are allowed. All infrastructure 
has been completed and paid for by the developer, including a common well, power, and a 

paved road to the front of each lot. 11 lot development - only 3 lots remain!

“Secret Bait”. But try as they might, the 
“Secret Bait” was of no help Sunday, and 
they could not advance.
 5th Place: Joey Rozanski & Mark Gil-
lich, were working white/shad jerkbaits, 
“Super shallow”, near bait they found stag-
ing between timber and shoreline to put 
the biggest Musky of the weekend on the 
Board, a healthy 41.25-inch Beauty that 
they	wound	up	being	their	only	fish	of	the	
event. While over in Caney Creek, Antho-
ny Rumple & Andrew Deverich, casting a 
variety of Big Rubber baits in white/shad 
patterns tight to shore, put a sassy 39-inch 
fish	 on	 the	 board	 that	 earned	 them	 the	
TRUE GRIP BONUS.
 PMTT Tournament Director, Tim Wid-
lacki, acknowledged the Trail’s deep appre-
ciation to our many outstanding Sponsors 
for both their continuing support and the 
important part they have played and are 
playing now in our growth over the past 24 
years as America’s 1st and only; truly Na-
tional Professional Musky Circuit. Leading 
the way with new, challenging, and innova-
tive Formats, featuring many of America’s 
Top Musky Fishing Destinations; High-
lighting Freshwater’s most elusive and 
challenging	fish	and	the	fast-growing	Com-
munity of Extreme Adventure Anglers 
who give er chase. Special thanks to our 
Q-1 Event Sponsor, LIEF LABS and our 
good friends at MOREHEAD TOUR-
ISM.	 Please	 Welcome	 our	 NEW	 Official	
Boat & World Musky Championship Title 
Sponsor, RECON BOATS of IOLA, WI, 
MERCURY MARINE; CHAOS TACKLE; 
MUSKY HUNTER MAGAZINE, MO-
TORGUIDE and to all of our wonderful 
Hosts and Site Partners for their support ; 
EAGLE RIVER CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE; THREE LAKES AREA CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE; LEECH LAKE 
AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE; 

NORTHERNAIRE RESORT-THREE 
LAKES; LEECH LAKE TOURISM; and 
our entire  family of Contributing & Asso-
ciate Sponsors. Please let them know how 
much you appreciate what they do whenev-
er you get the chance… show them some 
Musky Love, returning their support when 
you can… they are a vital part our growing 
PMTT Family.
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SOURCE FORHUNTINGYO
U

R

PROPERTIESRealtree United Country Hunting Properties offers the largest selection of hunting properties 
nationwide and the largest network of recreational and hunting real estate experts in America. 
Our team and marketing program has been uniquely focused on getting broader exposure for 
hunting properties for sale and helping buyers find their ideal property to purchase since 1925. 

1.4 Million Acres of
Hunting Land Sold 

$5 Billion in Hunting 
Property Sales 

*Companywide sales 2021

Contact  Us Today To Learn More  877.232.9687 | RealtreeUC.com

Hunting Acreage & Hobby Farming 
Knoxville, IA | $445,000 | #14010-61890 

Southern Missouri Farm
Wasola, MO | $896,000 | #24034-61622 

Timberland Hunting Paradise
Eminence, MO | $544,000 | #24212-78910
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Walleye’ a chapter from Dan’s book 
‘How to Fish…River
 There is a grave misconception 
about river walleye. It has to do with 
when they spawn, where, and in what 
temperature. Many anglers think 
walleye begin their spawning run in 
spring, lay eggs in 58 degrees, and do 
so during daylight hours.
 Not so! None of the above are true.
 Walleye begin their spawning 
runs late in the fall in most of our 
river systems. Some start as early 
as November in the North while 
southern	fish	carry	a	much	shorter	run	

time beginning in late December and 
spawning	in	March.	The	northern	fish	
spawn, for the most part, in April and 
early May.
 Ideal water temperature for 
reproduction is between 42 and 52 
degrees, with 46 degrees being ideal. 
Any	fluctuation	of	these	temperatures,	
especially if being brought on by a 
sudden ice melt upstream, will cause 
female walleyes to pull off spawning 
beds….many right in the middle of 
laying eggs. If water doesn’t come 
back to a proper temperature within 
10 days, the female may not lay the 

 RIVER WALLEYE 
METHODS PART I

Written by the Late Dan Gapen, Sr.

balance of her spawn, leaving it 
to dissolve within her body. Large 
females, those within the eight to 
13-pound range, are capable of laying 
500,000 eggs. Eggs hatch within 
12 to 18 days, depending on water 
temperature.
 What really may surprise many 
readers	is	that	90%	of	female	walleye	
lay their eggs during darkness. Egg 
laying, in most cases, is accomplished 
in one night. No nest is built, and eggs 
are laid promiscuously over gravel 
or creviced bottom structure. Depth 
at which spawn is laid depends on 
water temperatures. However, most 
spawning occurs in less than eight 
feet of water.

 Males move up on spawning 
grounds	first.	Big	females	hold	off	and	
move in 10 days to two weeks ahead 
of egg-laying. 
 During early summer food search, 
walleye are best found in water 
temperatures that range between 56 
and 65 degrees. As summer heats up, 
they will feed in slightly higher temps 
with 70 degrees being tops. Any 
higher temperatures will see their food 
gathering diminish dramatically. 
 During summer staging, a walleye 
will stick within three to four miles of 
home base. However, during spawning 
runs they have been known to exceed 
200 miles to reach their place of birth. 
Like the salmon, walleye are a return-

803 W. Pioneer Parkway, Peoria, IL 61615
Cell 309-657-8182

bmonge@maloofrealty.com
www.brianmonge.com

4925 N. GALENA RD.
PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL 61616 - $225,000

TURN KEY RESTAURANT/BAR READY TO GO, 
ACROSS FROM THE IVY CLUB

401 W. FORREST HILL AVE.
PEORIA, IL 61604 - $139,900

1021 E. FAIROAKS AVE.
PEORIA, IL 61603 - $114,900

AFFORDABLE 3 BED, 2 BATH HOME LOCATED IN 
THE POPULAR MCDOWELL PLACE SUBDIVISION

UPDATED ALL BRICK RANCH 
IN GREAT LOCATION!

125 SW JEFFERSON ST., #W10D
PEORIA, IL 61602 - $109,900

BEAUTIFUL RIVER VIEWS!
2 BEDROOMS, 10TH FLOOR

124 HOMEWOOD AVE.
CREVE COEUR, IL 61610 - $64,900

ATTENTION INVESTORS! 
TWO HOMES FOR THE PRICE ON ONE!

3119 W. WILLOW KNOLLS ROAD
PEORIA, IL 61614 - $225,000

ATTENTION INVESTORS! 5 CONDOS AVAILABLE 
AT KELLOGG PARK CONDOS



June 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  97

migration	 fish.	 Generally,	 walleye	
return to the place of their birth.
Most anglers who chase walleye 
know them to be a bottom-feeder. 
Their	favorite	food	is	bait	fish	 in	 the	
form of minnows and young game 
fish.	That	was	true	of	those	who	fished	
Ol’ Glass Eyes years in the past. It is 
not true today.
 True….walleye are a bottom 
feeder for the most part, but within 
recent years it has been discovered 
that they are able to position (stage) 
themselves at nearly any depth. 
Suspension of walleye at depths of 20 
to 85 feet is now considered normal. 
The coming of electronic sonars and 
charts has cemented this theory. Thus, 
the walleye is no longer considered 
a less than desirable species and 
has now stepped into the highlight 
preserved	for	upper	gamefish	species.
 In river systems, walleyes have 
little need to suspend. This is not to 
say they do not. In some cases where 
frothy rapids exist, or beneath heavy 
descending	 waterfalls,	 this	 fish	 will	
swim suspended. It does so by taking 
advantage of backing water currents 
and counter-circling, subsurface 

eddies. No matter where a walleye is 
found, one thing stands constant. He 
is there because the area houses food.
River Methods: Throughout this book, 
the words “downstream presentation” 
will continually crop up. It is a method 
of	 presenting	 artificial	 lures	 and	 live	
bait in a natural fashion.
 “Downstream presentation” may 
be the No. 1 way to present a bait in 
running water. If one considers that 
most	 food	 (as	much	 as	 75%)	 comes	
with current, it is logical that an angler 
who duplicates such movement will 
catch	more	fish.	Minnows	swept	away	
from	a	slow-moving	holding	area	find,	
though they face into the oncoming 
current, they slip downstream. 
Crawdads, though they are mean and 
ugly, cannot swim up into currents 
and	are	therefore	forced	to	float	with	
them.	The	crawfish’s	only	defense	 is	
to crawl grudgingly upstream along 
the rocky bottom.  Hellgrammites 
and grubs don’t have a chance against 
oncoming currents. For food such as 
leeches the same is true. They remain 
at the mercy of currents. Evan a 
friendly frog, whether beneath water 
or above, is forced to give in to river 

current force. All these foods are 
seen	to	flow	with	current	direction	in	
the majority of river systems. When 
current speeds reach one-mile-an-
hour or more, the above described 
natural baits come downstream and 
are most effectively represented in 
that fashion.
 Exception to the rule are those 
schools	 of	 bait	 fish	 or	 minnow-size	
gamefish	 that	 have	 the	 strength	 to	
swim against currents. Minnows 
such as river shiners or large redtail 
chubs are able to swim into fairly 
heavy current force. Three- to four-
inch sucker minnows, by hugging 
bottom, will likewise gain ground 
against faster river currents. Bait such 
as fathead minnows and many dace 
species cannot gain ground.
 To properly represent this 
downstream movement of food, the 
angler is advised to use one of the 
following two types of bait: Jigs 
tipped with live bait, or live bait by 
itself on a single hook. 
 Jigs without “tipping” will 
work. However, by tipping, an 
angler increases his advantage when 
attempting to ‘hook’ his prey. Walleye, 
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as	well	as	other	gamefish,	tend	to	hang	
on	 to	 an	 artificial	 jig	when	 he	 tastes	
the natural bait attached. This is a 
distinct advantage when downstream 
presentation is being instrumented. As 
the angler begins downstream retrieve 
after casting upstream above the 
suspected	 fish	 position,	 his	 rod	must	

Continued on page 100
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B.A.S.S. FOUNDER RAY SCOTT, THE FATHER 
OF MODERN BASS FISHING, HAS DIED
BIRMINGHAM, AL -  Ray Scott passed 
away on Sunday, May 8 at around 11:30 
p.m. He died peacefully in his sleep of 
natural causes. Scott was 88 years old. 
	 Scott	 founded	 the	 first	 national	
professional	 bass	 fishing	 circuit,	 the	
Bassmaster Tournament Trail, in 1967 
and the following year founded the Bass 
Anglers Sportsman Society — B.A.S.S. 
— which would grow to become the 
world’s	largest	fishing	organization.	
 “Our entire organization was 
saddened to hear about the passing of our 
founder, Ray Scott,” said Chase Anderson, 
B.A.S.S. CEO. “Ray’s passion and vision 
for	bass	fishing	birthed	our	entire	industry	
more than 50 years ago when he founded 
B.A.S.S.	and	started	the	first	professional	
fishing	 tournament	 series.	 His	 legacy	 is	
felt	to	this	day	and	continues	to	influence	
B.A.S.S.,	 the	 world’s	 largest	 fishing	
membership organization, which he 
started in 1968. Ray’s contributions and 
impact on conservation and his advocacy 
and passion for anglers and our sport set 
the	 standard	 for	 tournament	 fishing	 and	
are something we will always strive to 
uphold. 
  “Our hearts and prayers are with the 
Scott family.”
 The bass tournament competition 

Scott created rewarded anglers who caught 
the heaviest limits of bass in the three- 
or four-day events, which served as the 
proving grounds for rapid advancements 
in	 bass	 boats,	 outboard	 engines,	 fishing	
tackle, lures and electronics. Everyday 
anglers began purchasing whatever 
the bass pros were using, spawning a 
massive	bass	fishing	 industry	 that	 today	
has an economic impact in excess of $125 
billion per year and employs more than 
800,000 people nationwide.
 Before Scott began pursuing his dream 
of organizing America’s bass anglers, the 
sport was a laid-back, mainly Southern 
pastime that was largely overlooked 
by the trout-focused national outdoor 
media. To serve B.A.S.S. members and 
to publicize the tournament trail, Scott 
launched Bassmaster Magazine, which 
the New York Times described as “the 
Bible of Bass Fishing,” and which 
ultimately would be delivered to 650,000 
B.A.S.S. members monthly.
 In 1984, he and then-
Bassmaster Editor Bob Cobb created The 
Bassmasters TV show, which attracted 
more than 1 million viewers weekly on 
The Nashville Network. Aired today 
on Fox Sports, the program is one of 
the longest-running and most-watched 
fishing	shows	in	history.
 Not only did Scott help grow the 
sport	of	bass	fishing,	but	he	also	did	more	

B.A.S.S. Founder Ray Scott

than any other individual to preserve it.
 In 1972, he debuted the “Don’t Kill 
Your Catch” campaign and mandated that 
all tournament competitors’ boats feature 
an aerated livewell to keep their bass alive. 
 “I didn’t invent catch and release,” 
Scott acknowledged, “but we did make it 
popular	in	bass	fishing,	and	that	changed	
the sport in so many ways. We preached 
that a bass is too valuable to be caught 
only	 once.	 We	 helped	 fishermen	 learn	
how great it felt to catch a 5- or 6-pound 
bass and then lean over and let it go and 
watch it swim away, hopefully to be 
caught again.”
 As a result, the catch-and-release 
ethic caught on so well that more than 
90%	of	all	bass	anglers	today	release	all	
or most of the bass they catch.
 Scott and his rapidly growing 
B.A.S.S. organization also crusaded 
against the industrial pollution of 
America’s waterways. In 1970 and 
’71,	 Scott	 filed	 some	 200	 anti-pollution	
lawsuits, drawing national attention to 
declining water quality and contributing 
significantly	 to	 passage	 of	 the	 Clean	
Water Act of 1972.
 He was an early advocate of bass 
fisheries	 research,	 and	 he	 campaigned	
zealously for passage of the federal 
Wallop-Breaux Sport Fish Restoration 
Amendment of 1984. When the bill stalled 
in Congress, Scott’s friendship with then-

Vice President George H.W. Bush helped 
ensure enactment of the amendment. 
As a result, approximately $375 million 
in	 sportfish	 restoration	 allocations	 are	
provided	annually	to	state	fisheries	agencies	
for management, aquatic education and 
public access projects.
 Few individuals have had a more 
positive impact on boating safety than 
Scott. Early on, he began requiring 
tournament competitors to wear personal 
flotation	 devices	 whenever	 boating,	
and he convinced manufacturers to 
make emergency shut-off devices — 
“kill switches” — standard features on 
motorboats. In 1994, he was instrumental 
in passing the comprehensive Boating 
Safety Reform Act in Alabama, which 
became	the	first	state	to	require	that	boat	
drivers pass a written exam and obtain a 

Kaleb Welch with a successful day crappie fishing. Thanks to Eastside Marine for sharing this photo. 
Call Eastside Marine for all of your boating needs 217-522-2408.
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boat operator’s license. 
 In recognition of his efforts, President 
Jimmy Carter appointed Scott to the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s National Boating Safety 
Advisory Council, and in 2002, he was 
inducted into the National Boating Safety 
Hall of Fame. Scott earned numerous other 
accolades and honors for his contributions 
to outdoor recreation over the years.
  Field & Stream Magazine listed 
Scott — along with President Theodore 
Roosevelt, environmentalist Rachel 
Carson and naturalist/conservationist 
Aldo Leopold — among 20 individuals 
who	 most	 influenced	 outdoor	 sports	
during the 20th century.
  He was inducted into the inaugural 
class of the Bass Fishing Hall of Fame 
in 2001, the International Game Fish 
Association Hall of Fame in 2004 and 
the National Freshwater Fishing Hall of 
Fame in 1987. He was named the 1988 
Sport Fisherman of the Year by the Sport 
Fishing Institute. 
 The elder President Bush picked Scott 
as his Alabama state chairman during his 
1979-80 presidential campaign, and the 
two	 remained	 good	 friends	 and	 fishing	
companions throughout Bush’s terms 
as Vice President and President of the 
United States.
 Scott’s was a true rags-to-riches story. 
He was born in Montgomery, Ala., on 
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Aug. 24, 1933, and grew up there during 
the depths of the Great Depression. His 
father operated an ice cream cart and his 
mother worked as a hairdresser to support 
the family, which grew to include Ray, his 
brother and three uncles — all living in a 
one-bedroom home. Scott contributed to 
the family treasury by delivering groceries 
on his bicycle, mowing lawns and selling 
peanuts at baseball games.
 Scott suffered from dyslexia, which 
contributed to his having to repeat eighth 
grade, but he eventually managed to earn 
a degree in Business Administration from 
Auburn University and soon afterward 
became one of Mutual of New York 
insurance company’s top salesmen in the 
Southeast.
 In recognition of his successes, 
Scott received the 2003 Horatio Alger 
Award, which honors the achievements 
of outstanding Americans who have 
succeeded in spite of adversity.
 After a decade in the life insurance 
business, Scott had a vision that he might 
be	 the	one	 to	elevate	 the	national	profile	
of	 bass	 fishing	 to	 be,	 as	 he	 said,	 “on	
par with golf” and worthy of television 
exposure. That year, 1967, he quit his 
job	 and	began	organizing	 the	first	major	
national	bass	fishing	 tournament,	 the	All	
American at Beaver Lake, Ark. The event 
was successful enough for Scott to begin 

holding tournaments at other reservoirs 
in the South and to launch B.A.S.S. 
and Bassmaster early in 1968.
 His brainchild, the annual Bassmaster 
Classic world championship, grew from 
two dozen competitors and about that many 
spectators at Lake Mead, Nev., in 1971, to 
become	 the	 biggest	 event	 in	 sportfishing	
over the next half-century. Today, the 
Classic and related events such as the 
Bassmaster Classic Outdoors Expo record 
more	than	100,000	fishing	fans	each	year.
 He sold B.A.S.S. to an investment 
group including his executive vice 
president, Helen Sevier, and other 
employees in 1986, but he continued to 
serve as emcee of the Classic for several 
more years. He later became a consultant 
and a popular spokesman for numerous 
companies	in	the	fishing	industry,	and	he	
launched a successful hunting industry 
enterprise to market deer feed and related 
products through his Whitetail Institute.
 After a half-century of helping to 
grow	and	shape	the	sportfishing	industry	
worldwide, Scott retired to his farm near 
Pintlala, Ala., where he remained mostly 
out of the public eye in the years prior 
to his death. He is survived by his wife 
Susan and his four children. 
About B.A.S.S.
 B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, events 
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and media platforms, is the worldwide 
authority	on	bass	fishing	and	keeper	of	the	
culture of the sport, providing cutting edge 
content	on	bass	fishing	whenever,	wherever	
and	 however	 bass	 fishing	 fans	 want	 to	
use it. Headquartered in Birmingham, 
Ala., the 515,000-member organization’s 
fully integrated media platforms include 
the industry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, radio show, 
social media programs and events. For more 
than 50 years, B.A.S.S. has been dedicated 
to	access,	conservation	and	youth	fishing.
 The Bassmaster Tournament Trail 
includes the most prestigious events 
at each level of competition, including 
the Bassmaster Elite Series, St. Croix 
Bassmaster Opens Series presented by 
Mossy Oak Fishing, TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Series, Strike King 
Bassmaster College Series presented by 
Bass Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bassmaster 
High School Series presented by 
Academy Sports + Outdoors, Bass Pro 
Shops Bassmaster Team Championship, 
Yamaha Rightwaters Bassmaster Kayak 
Series powered by TourneyX, Yamaha 
Bassmaster	 Redfish	 Cup	 Championship	
presented by Skeeter and the ultimate 
celebration	 of	 competitive	 fishing,	 the	
Academy Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster 
Classic presented by Huk.

SOLD
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be kept fairly high. In this position, 
it is easier to work the retrieve. 
Fish strike, when it occurs, may be 
difficult	to	feel.	It	is	not	difficult	once	
the	fish	turns	back	upstream,	and	the	
line tightens on rod tip. But during 
that moment between strike and 
turn-into-current, the angler needs a 
little something extra for insurance. 
Tipping provides this.
 Having picked up the jig and 
its live bait tip, a walleye is less apt 
to	spit	it	if	the	flavor	of	natural	bait	
persists. He is more apt to hold the 
artificial-feeling	 lure	 in	 his	 mouth	
if part of it feels like the real thing. 
Mr. walleye then will hold in his 
mouth your offering long enough 
during that moment between strike 
and turn-into-current to enable an 
angler to set hook.
 To better explain ‘tipping’, let the 
reader refer to Diagrams A and B.   In 
Diagram A, an Ugly Bug® jig has been 
tipped with a minnow. Note minnow 
position on the hook. The barb has 
been driven down between the eyes at 
a point in the bait’s head center. Here, 
heavy forehead bone securely holds 
hook shank in place. The barb exits 
the minnow’s soft throat.
 Yes, the minnow rides upside 
down. It is not the minnow’s look that 
an angler is concerned with at this 
point. Tipping is done to provide scent 
and natural feel….nothing more.
 If you’ve had trouble with 
minnows coming off your jigs, it 
maybe you are running the hook 
through	 the	 minnow’s	 throat	 first,	
then out its forehead. Such an action 
places force of the hook shank on the 
soft throat tissues of your minnow and 
sees a tearing begin immediately on 
first	cast.	Within	moments	of	putting	
your minnow on this way, it comes off 
or you are left with only the minnow’s 
head on your jig. A minnow may look 
good when tipped right side up, but it 
sure doesn’t last long.
 In Diagram B, the proper method 
of tipping a section of crawler is 
illustrated. Most important is that a 
small section of worm is used, not 
the entire critter. To use an entire 
crawler is wasteful and hinders your 
ability to set hook into a walleye’s 
mouth, so bulky does it become. Note 

the embedding point of hook barb. 
It is driven through one end of an 
inch- to two-inch section of worm. 
Such placement helps hold the tipped 
section	 of	 crawler	 firmly	 on	 your	
jig. If you double up the piece of tip 
crawler, it is more likely to tear off in 
the middle of a cast or when hit.
 Leeches should be hooked 
through their cupped mouth. 
Crawdads are best tipped through 
their tail’s end (shells on). Frogs and 
salamanders are best tipped to a jig 
through their noses. 
 To properly work downstream 
presentation with a jig, the angler 
must keep his rod tip high, reeling 
the slack line up as fast as the current 
force creates it. Very little motion 
is added to your rod tip to give a 
downstream-descending jig action. 
For the most part, all that’s needed is 
a slow rolling of rod tip. Currents will 
add enough action to the presentation 
to	entice	fish.
 Live bait, when used in 
downstream presentation, is worked 
in much the same manner as are jigs. 
One thing that should be noted is 
sinker placement. If a sinker is split 
shot, place it within six inches of the 
hook.	In	many	cases	I	find	three	to	four	

River Walley Methods . . . cont. inches is preferred. If the sinker you 
use is a rig, shorten up dramatically 
on the dropback line. I use 12 inches, 
no more than 15. Minnows should 
be hooked through their lips. Frogs 
and salamanders through their noses, 
leeches through their cupped mouths, 
crawdads through the tail with the 
claws cut off. Cutting off the claws 
prevents a crawdad from securing 
himself to bottom, preventing a 
smooth downstream presentation.
 Jig and sinker weights are 

determined by river depth and current 
force. Downstream presentation will 
require half the weight normally used 
in other forms of river presentation. 
Live bait sinker weight can be as 
little as two number 00 split shot or 
as much as 3/8-ounce egg sinker. Jig 
weight in shallow, faster rivers will 
range from 1/16 oz.  to ¼ ounce. In 
deeper, bigger rivers, jig weight will 
vary from ¼ to ½ ounce.
 Tune in next month for Part 2 of  
Dan’s  ‘River Walleye Methods’

Remington and Grady Lemkemann along with their dad and 
grandpafound 6lbs of mushrooms in Woodford County on 

May 5th. Thanks for sharingwith ASO Magazine.
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