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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

TRUCK BED & ACCESSORY SPECIALISTS

www.kgmequipmentsolutionsil.com

8699 Arenzville Road
Beardstown, IL 62618

(217) 323-4548

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

INCLUDE:

• Welding Service

•  Truck Bed Sales and 

Installation

•  Truck Tool Box and 

Storage Installation

•  Truck Bumper and 

Lighting Installation

•  Trailer Sales and 

Service

•  Sandblasting Truck 

Frames, Trailers

We Offer Martin 
Aluminum 
Customizable 
Service Bodies. 
For more info 
call us at 
217-323-4548!
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309-333-2177
Custom Logging, Land Management 

& Habitat Rehabilitation
“We log for you on your terms!”

We are now scheduling free timber estimates for the 2022 tree harvest season!

HABITAT REHABILITATIONHABITAT REHABILITATION
Strategic habitat consultation & planning • Biodiversity Recovery

Wildlife Conservation • Environmental Protection • Post Fire Regeneration
Landscape Restoration • Strategic good plot planning services

CUSTOMIZED LOGGINGCUSTOMIZED LOGGING
•  Selective Tree Cutting (Market Desired Trees at 

this time include: White Oak & Walnut)
• Contractual Timber Work
• Free Timber Appraisals 
• Forestry Improvement Recommendations
•  Partnered export companies can provide options 

to have your timber bought STANDING (contract 
requirements with this option)

LAND MANAGEMENTLAND MANAGEMENT
•  Sustains productivity & longevity of timber
•  Strategic Maintenance planning can and will 

assist in the allocation of your land resources
•  Post tree harvest restoration services available
• Invasive Species Control
• Water Resource Management
•  Eco-tourism projects (for example strategic 

trail mapping & land development)

AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! 
CALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATECALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATE

SPECIALIZING IN FARMS,  
HUNTING LAND, WATERFRONT  
& RURAL HOMES

LandGuys.com | 

INNOVATIVE MARKETING & TECHNOLOGY 
LandGuys industry setting media and platform showcases 
each property to its fullest by using professional photos, 
aerial videos and immersive 3D content.

COMPELLING PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY 
We produce high-quality professional  
photography and video, which is important  
for a positive impact on potential buyers.

RESPONSIVE BROKER 
Communication is key with buyers and sellers. We pride 
ourselves on a quick response time via call, text, or email.

 MAXIMUM EXPOSURE  
Your property will be on LandGuys’ industry best website, 
YouTube, Landwatch, Lands of America, Land & Farm, 
LandBroker MLS, REALTORS® Land Institute,  
Local Multiple Listing Service (MLS), REALTOR®,  
Zillow, Realtor.com, Trulia, Homes.com.

HASSLE-FREE LISTING PROCESS 
FOR OPTIMAL RESULTS

LOCAL EXPERTISE  
WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN
©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
Western Illinois Land Broker
309.221.1764 
matt@landguys.com

Matt is an experienced Land Broker and REALTOR® 
that has been selling real estate for almost 10  
years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge  
with everything real estate is an asset to his clients. 
When you work with Matt, you will learn that he is 
genuinely honest and fair with every client he 
meets and will work diligently in helping the  
client achieve their goal.



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:

ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway

Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER

missywalker1974@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
Brad Bessler & Ansley Marsh 

with a couple of bass caught in 
Fulton County, IL. Thanks to Brad 
Bessler with Acre Pro Illinois Farm 
and Rec Land for the great photo. 
Call Brad for all of your outdoor 

property needs 309-231-1449.
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DRAKE’S BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! • ICE COLD BEER! 

Lawndale, IL

 Another great month in the 
books and now we are halfway 
through 2022. In past years our 
family has spent Memorial Day 
weekend camping at a strip mine 
in Farmington, Illinois. Last year 
we were unable to attend due to a 
softball tournament for my daughter. 
This year I was planning to go but 
the magazines for June had arrived, 

and I wanted to get them out for 
Memorial Day weekend. 
 Of course, my friends started 
sending me pics on Friday and kept 
rubbing it in that they were catching 
big crappie and I am delivering 
magazines. After completing my 
route on Saturday morning, I 
got caught up on house and yard 
work when my buddy Al called. 
Everyone was leaving on Sunday, 
and he didn’t have anyone to go 
fishing with on Monday. I looked at 
my wife and asked if she wanted to 
go fishing which I knew her reply 
would be yes.
 So, we set off early Monday 
morning to see if we could get 
a nice mess of fish to eat and 
hopefully start putting some in 
the freezer. Usually, I have plenty 
of fish, but this year we ran out in 
April. I always try to keep some 
crappie fillets back for when I get 
some mushrooms, but this year, we 
didn’t have either. As we arrived in 
Farmington, it was a beautiful day. 
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WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, July 23 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, July 23 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazineYouTube.com/ASOMagazine

ANDY’S 
CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

We hit the lake around 6am and 
headed to the back of the lake where 
they had been catching some fish. 
The group had been using minnows 
most of the weekend, so I wanted to 
try and use some of my new TopHat 

Jigs to see if I could pull some nice 
crappie over the rail. 
 It didn’t take long before I 
figured out the speed and retrieve 
they wanted, and I started catching 
some really nice crappie. The first 

The author with his personal best Crappie. 
Just under 14” and weighed in at 1lb. 8oz.

Leah with a nice slab from our 
Memorial Day adventure.



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

one to come in the boat was just 
over 12”. It was a great way to start 
off the day. As we continued to 
catch fish, it seemed every crappie 
we put in the boat was between 12” 
and 13”. It’s not every day you get 
to catch that quality of fish. 
 After the first couple of hours, 
the bite seemed to slow a bit, so 
we took a break and grabbed some 
breakfast. After an hour or so break, 
we decided to head out for a couple 
of more hours before it was time to 
pack up and head for home. 
 When we headed back out 
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OFFERING EXCITING 
AND 

MEMORABLE TRIPS 
from a few hours to an 
entire day in length, on 
the clean and beautiful 

Kankakee River - some of the 
best fishing and canoeing 

waters in Illinois!

Trips available 7 days a 
week & we can 

accommodate large groups!

REED’S CANOE TRIPS
907 N. Indiana Ave., Rt. 50

Kankakee, IL 60901
reedscanoetrips.com

the next day, we went to a new 
location and almost immediately 
started catching fish. As I threw 
my Teddy Bug from Tophat Jigs, I 
felt a thump. When I set the hook, 
I knew right away this was a nice 
fish. I figured I had hooked into 
a bass or something other than a 
crappie. I fought the fish around 
plants, trying to get it up to the 
surface without getting it tangled 
in the trees. I could see several 
branches from a tree that the line 
was rubbing against and worried 
that if I didn’t get this thing up 

and away from this limb, I would 
never know what kind of fish it 
was. I fought this fish for a while 
not knowing what was on the other 
end. As I finally got it away from 
the tree, I saw the flash. It was a 
crappie and a good size one. I 
yelled to Al and Leah to get the 
net. I wasn’t going to boat flip 
this beast in and take the chance 
of breaking the line or pulling the 
hook. Leah grabbed the net and 
boom; the fish was in the boat. The 
fish was just short of 14” but it was 
a very healthy fish and it weighed 

in at 1 lb. 8 oz. It was the second 
time in the month of May that I had 
caught my personal best crappie. 
 We ended up with 39 fish but 
the best thing about it was we had 
a gallon and half of fillets, so we 
could start refilling the freezer.
 Now that we have a few fish 
for the freezer it was time for our 
annual trip to Lake Michigan. For 
several years I have gone with 
my good friend Dale Florek with 
Noble Charter Service. Dale finally 

LancasterArchery.com • 717-394-7229 
2195-A Old Philadelphia Pike (Rt. 340) Lancaster, PA 17602

Area’s Largest Archery Showroom,  
Advice from TechXPerts™  
and Try Before You Buy!

Indoor & Outdoor Ranges,  
Techno-Hunt, and  

Beginner to Advance Classes.

Angel with her first ever freshwater fish.

Our crew with our Lake Michigan Salmon
A nice mess of Coho Salmon from our 

annual Salmon run
Andy, Leah and Al with a few of the fish 

caught on Memorial Day



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

retired, so we decided to go with 
Dale’s old first mate Blake Keulen 
on his new boat, Storm Force 
Sportfishing. Blake is a great kid 
who has been around charter boats 
most of his life. His dad owns a 
couple of boats out of North Point 
Marina and now Blake has his 
captains license and his own boat. 
He was a captain for a couple of 
years on another boat but now he 
has his own boat and first mate. 
 We arrived in Gurnee, IL to 
spend the night and as usual we 
headed to Giordano’s for some 
deep-dish pizza. After supper we 
headed back to the hotel to relax 
and get ready for the next morning. 
As we sat outside the hotel talking 
it started to rain, and unfortunately 
the last couple of years we have 
had to deal with rain, and it seems 
to slow the bite down, so I wasn’t 
sure what to expect when we hit 
the water.
 We woke up at 4:00am and 
headed for North Point Marina. We 
arrived and was greeted by Captain 
Blake and First Mate Hunter. 
Everyone was excited and we set 
sail for the fishing grounds. Once 
we arrived and got set up, we had a 
bite almost instantly. Unfortunately, 

we didn’t get that fish in. The first 
couple of hours were a little slow. 
The water had been cooled off by 
the rain and the fish were biting, but 
they just were not being aggressive. 
As time went on, we caught a couple 
of fish here and there and then all of 
the sudden we had three fish on at 
one time. Luckily, we were able to 
get all three fish in the boat. 
 We fished for six hours and 
ended up with a total of 13. We have 
had years where we have gotten our 
limit of 30, but most of the time, 
we end up with around 20 or so to 
bring home.
 What was nice about this year 
is the coho salmon were 3-4lbs a 
piece. In the past I would say the 
average coho was around 2lbs. 
They were nice and healthy fish. 
At the end of the day, we ended 
up missing nine bites. So, if we 
would have gotten all of the bites, 
we would have had one big mess 
of salmon. 
 After I trip was over, I 
continued to check out Storm Force 
Sportfishing on Facebook and after 
we left, he had an afternoon crew 
come in and they absolutely crushed 
it in the afternoon when it warmed 
up. Then for the next several days 
he was catching limits with some of 
his other clients so now would be 
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D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

50 BIRD TRAP DERBY - JULY 2 & 16

YOUTH TRAP/SKEET PROGRAM - TUESDAY EVENINGS

TRAP LEAGUE – THURSDAYS

a good time to book a trip to Lake 
Michigan. 
 I would recommend Captain 
Blake Kuelen and Storm Force 
Sportfishing to anyone. If you are 
looking for a trip on Lake Michigan 

and want to catch some coho or 
king salmon, you should give Blake 
a call at 224-730-4105 you won’t 
be disappointed. 
 Until next month. May your 
sunrises and sunsets be magical!

Leah with a nice Coho Salmon.

Stephanie Otto with a nice Coho Salmon 
from our recent fishing trip to Lake 

Michigan with Caption Blake Kuelen and 
Storm Force Sportfishing.



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY • Closed Sundays
Pub Hours: Mon-Wed til Midnight • Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours: Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m. • Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

GRILLED WHOLE BLUEGILL WITH 
JALAPENO AND LIME

•  12 pan-sized bluegill, scaled and cleaned
• 2 jalapeno peppers
• 4 large cloves garlic, minced
• ½ tsp of chili powder
• 2 limes, juiced
• Lime wedges for serving
• 2 tbs of cilantro, chopped
• 1/3 cup of olive oil
•  4 green onions, greens and white parts 

minced
• Salt and pepper, to taste
•  Vegetable oil for brushing grill grates

1.  Roast the jalapeno peppers under the 
broiler or over a gas stove top until 
charred all over, turning occasionally. 
Once blackened, place the peppers in a 
zip-top bag or in a small bowl covered 
with a towel; this step allows the peppers 
to steam, thus releasing their skin. 
When cool enough to handle, scrape 
off charred skin and cut off stems. For a 
less spicy marinade, discard the ribs and 

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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Pattish Irish Stout, Peoria’s Premium Stout, 
Named after Pat Sullivan.

seeds. Mince the peppers, and set aside 
in a medium-size bowl.

2.  Wash the bluegill under cold water and 
pat dry. Cut off the fins with kitchen 
shears. Score the fish three times on 
each side – do not cut through bone. 
Sprinkle salt and pepper all over the 
fish and inside the cavities.

3.  Mix garlic, chili powder, juice of two 
limes, cilantro, olive oil and green 
onion in the bowl of minced jalapenos. 

GRILLING WHOLE BLUEGILLS
• 4 large, whole Bluegill, scaled and gutted
• Olive oil
• Kosher salt
• Black pepper
• 1 lemon sliced thin

1. Preheat grill for high.
2.  Make 3 angled cuts on each side of the 

fish about an inch apart.
3.  Coat lightly on both sides with oil. 

Season liberally with kosher salt and 
black pepper. Place lemon slices into the 
interior cavities.

4.  Arrange fish on the clean, oiled grates 
and cover. Cook for 3 to 5 minutes, or 
until the skin starts to crisp. 

5.  When the skin no longer sticks to the 
grill, carefully turn over and cook 

for 3 to 5 minutes, or until the skin is 
crisp and flakes easily.

Pour marinade into a gallon-size zip-
top bag and add fish. Massage to 
evenly distribute the marinade, and 
then refrigerate for two hours.

4.  Prepare grill for direct, high-heat 
cooking. When grates become hot, 
scrub thoroughly if dirty; dirty grill 
grates promote sticking, especially 

with fish. Then lightly grease the grates 
with vegetable oil. Remove fish from 
marinade, allowing excess marinade 
to drip off. Grill the fish three to five 
minutes on each side or until cooked 
through. Serve immediately with lime 
wedges on the side.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
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MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
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 We have been waiting for a 
ruling from the Illinois Supreme 
Court on the People v Vivian 
Claudine Brown case.   The 
Brown case dealt with whether or 
not the FOID was unconstitutional 
in the home.  The White County 
Circuit Court has ruled the FOID 
card is unconstitutional in the 
home.  Because this case dealt 
with a constitutional question, the 
case went directly to the Illinois 
Supreme Court, skipping appellate 
courts.  Today, Thursday June 16, 
2022, the Illinois Supreme Court 

issued its ruling.  The Court once 
again side stepped the question of 
the constitutionality of the FOID 
in the home and dismissed the case 
on procedural grounds.  This is the 
judicial version of ring-around-
the-rosy.  The vote was 4-3 NOT 
to hear the case on the merits.  
The Brown case is remanded 
back to the White County Circuit 
Court.  In short, we are back to 
square one.  In closing, I will 
say while the FOID card issue is 
most important, the ruling is also 
terribly unfair to Ms. Brown.  We 
will continue to fight on.
 The U.S. House of 
Representatives has proposed H.R. 
7910, the so called Protecting Our 
Kids Act.  The titles of bills coming 
out of Congress are usually the 
opposite of what the actual goal of 
the resolution is. This resolution is 
a monster attacking law-abiding 
gun owners.  Now that the Senate 
has a proposed bill this should 
slow down or stop H.R. 7910.
 The details of the Senate 
gun control resolution are not 
out.  The devil is always in the 
details.  Right now, everything 

is just generalities which is a 
refined way of describing hot air.  
The ideas of hardening schools 
and increased mental health 
funding are appealing to me, but 
I don’t trust the rest of it.  I hate 
to be pessimistic but if funds for 
hardening schools and mental 
health are in the mix, the challenge 
will be to see that the funds aren’t 
hi-jacked.
 The committee of 10 
Republican and 10 Democrat 
Senators is interesting.  Of the 
10 Republicans, none are up for 
re-election in 2022.  Of the 10 
Democrat Senators, all are rabidly 
anti-gun except for Senator Joe 
Manchin of West Virginia.  Anti-
gun Senator Chuck Schumer of 
New York is, of course, jumping 
up and down with glee.
 The June 14 Primary Election 
results are in.  Here are some of 
the highlights: The big news is 
that Mayra Flores, a Republican, 

has won a Special 
Election against 
Democrat Dan 
Sanchez in 

a blue Texas 
Congressional District.  

Flores will serve only until 
January.  She will have to stand for 
election in the General Election in 
November.  Still, this may be a 
bellwether for things to come.
 Tom Rice of South Carolina 
was one of 10 House Republicans 
who voted to impeach President 
Trump.  Trump endorsed State 
Representative Tom Fry in the 
Primary Election.  Fry trounced 
the incumbent Rice.  Fry got 51% 
of the vote in a four-person race.  
Rice got slightly less than 25% of 
the vote.
 In Nevada, Trump endorsed 
Adam Laxalt and garnered 56 
% of the vote in a four-person 
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race for U.S. Senator.  While 
these results look promising, the 
General Elections are the main 
event.  There is a long way to go 
until November.
 Ohio made some great strides 
in gun rights recently. Ohio 
Senate Bill 215, which allows 
Constitutional Carry, has been 
signed by Governor DeWine.  The 
new law allows Constitutional 
Carry for qualified adults 21 years 
or older.  Ohio will still maintain 
its Concealed Carry licenses if 
people want them.  They are a 
must for people who travel out of 
state.  The Ohio Concealed Carry 
License can be used as a “stand in” 
for a NICS check in certain gun 
shops.  I don’t quite know what 
that means.  Open Carry is optional 
under Ohio law.  The Buckeye 
Firearms Association recommends 
those exercising Constitutional 
Carry still get training.
 Governor DeWine also signed 
House Bill 99 which allows 

teachers to be armed.  There is 
a special 24-hour training class 
for teachers.  The Buckeye 
Firearms Association developed 
a class for teachers several years 
ago.  From those I have talked 
to, I understand that it is an 
excellent class.  Hats off to the 
Buckeye Firearms Associates for 
their great work In Ohio.
 Colt has received the Golden 
Bullseye Handgun of the Year 
Award for the redesigned 
Anaconda.  The Anaconda comes 
in either a six or eight inch and 
utilizes an oversized Colt Python 
action.  The redesigned Anaconda 
comes with adjustable sights and is 
also drilled and tapped for optical 
sights.  The new Anaconda comes 
in .44 Magnum only.  I have two 
of the older models of the Colt 
Anaconda and I have to say they 
are a pleasure to shoot.  I have 
one in .44 Magnum and one in 
.45 Colt.  They are both extremely 
accurate.
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 A new Quinnipiac Universal 
poll shows public support is at 
an all-time low for a so-called 
ban on “assault weapons”.  This 
is the lowest level of support 
among registered voters for a 
nationwide ban on the sale of 
“assault weapons” since 2013.  
Maybe people are finally seeing 
that they must be able to defend 
themselves.  The poll also shows 
40% of voters think mental health 
issues are the real problem. 
 The Miami Police Department 
plans to hold a gun buyback 
this Saturday calling it GUNS 4 
UKRAINE.  The Miami public 
information officer declined to 
give her entire name but said 
the guns would be sent to the 
Ukrainian military.  Oh yeah, I can 
see that 1873 Colt Single Action 
Army being sent right over there 
along with that Parker Brothers 
Special Grade 28 gauge, which 
might be worth $100,000 or more, 
packed in the same box.  By the 

way Miami PD, before you do 
that, you might want to check 
Florida statute 790.08 which 
prohibits doing that.  While you 
are at it, you might want to check 
International Traffic in Arms 
Regulations which also prohibits 
such activities.  Did your export 
license come though yet?  I bet 
it’s on the way.  The Miami PD 
will break state, federal and 
international law if they do this.  
Come to think of it, go ahead.  I’m 
sure the anti-gun honchos at the 
Miami PD would enjoy 20 years 
in beautiful Fort Leavenworth.

ISRA.org



 Summer fun is here on Lake 
Shelbyville and CRAPPIE are producing 
the most FUN of all!!! Multiple techniques 
and water columns are holding active 
crappie making this one of the most 
exciting times to fish. Crappie are now in 
massive schools and very active in their 
pursuit of feeding on bait fish. Crappie 
will be hunting in the open waters and 
holding on timber making this pattern 

12 Adventure Sports Outdoors | July 2022

“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

OPEN WATER TO 
DEEP TIMBER

very fun to fish. 
 First, let’s talk about trolling for 
crappie and things to consider when 
fishing the open waters. Side imaging is a 
major tool to use when locating open water 
crappie and the depths they are holding. 
Trolling allows you to use different baits 
and fish multiple water columns at the 
same time. A few of the successful bait 
options for trolling I use daily are: in-line 

spinners tipped with a minnow, Charlie 
Brewer Sliders, TopHat Jig Guppy 
Gobblers, and Hoggie Bait Crankbaits. 
In-line spinners create a tremendous 
amount of flash and vibration, when I 
have up to seven poles out at the same 
time this imitates a school of baitfish. 
Tipping the spinners with minnows and/
or plastics will change from day to day, 
be sure to try all the options when trying 
to find the best bait and then switch all the 
baits to it. Trolling crankbaits is another 
option to focus on open water crappie and 
be prepared to catch a wealth of bonus 
fish!!! Walleye, sauger, largemouth bass, 
muskie, and even catfish are caught on 
crankbaits making them a very productive 
bait.  Multiple rods also allow you to fish 
different water columns at the same time 
and usually does not take long to find the 
most active depth. Crappie will chase 
baitfish from flats to the river channel or 

anywhere else they go, so be prepared 
to move from day to day. Windblown 
shorelines will have fish somewhere on 
them, so use your side-imaging to find 
them first and then start trolling through 
them. In closing about trolling, look for 
areas with humps, drop-offs, and for sure 
fish the rock piles. 
 Next, the crappie that have 
transitioned to standing timber are just 
as active as the ones in the open water. 
Slip-corking crappie off of timber can be 
as fun and productive of a technique to 
catch tons of crappie. The cork keeps your 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Breakfast Served All Day

Mon: – Sat: 6:00am – 9:00pm • Sun: 6:00am – 3:00pm
1988 IL -16, Shelbyville, IL 62565

(217) 296-3138



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!
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ORDER YOUR 
BOAT NOW 

BEFORE THEY ARE 
ALL GONE

bait of choice as natural as possible, and 
minnows or Hoggie Bait hair jigs are both 
great options to use. While corking you 
can keep a good distance from the crappie, 
because during the summer sometimes 
your boat shadow can be harmful to the 
bite. Again, the minnow and hair jig bite 
will change from time to time and from 
structure to structure, so use both until 
you find the best bait for the day. The 
pendulum toss is another very successful 
technique when trying to stay away from 
the schools of crappie. While pendulum 
tossing, I use Charlie Brewer Sliders, 

TopHat Jig Guppy Gobblers, Hoggie Bait 
Hair Jigs, and also an Eyehole jig and 
naked minnow on every school until I 
find the best option. All of this applies to 
standing or horizontal timbers laying on 
the bottom, which crappie will be holding 
on both. Regardless of how you decide to 
fish for crappie on Lake Shelbyville, right 
now is the perfect time to come to the lake 
and plan your next fish fry.
 This memory I am going to share this 
month is from a two-day trip with Jon 
Delaforet and his two sons, John Mark 
and Jacob. As day one started off with 

a bang the guys were BOAT FLIPPING 
some real SLABS and several bonus fish 
also!!! The crappie were just on the end 
of the spawn and we had found some 
very active areas that produced smiles, 
memories, laughs and SLABS! One of 
the most memorable factors of day one is 
that it rained for about three straight hours 
and the guys stayed strong and fished 
through the rain like champs!!! Day two 
was another great bite and the weather 
turned out to be as nice of a day as you 

could ask for. Day two was loaded with 
SLABS and a 20-inch walleye for a great 
bonus fish!!! Having the crappie holding 
in 18 inches to 10 foot deep we used corks 
and casted for two straight days for a very 
memorable two-day fishing trip!!! Thanks 
again guys for fishing so hard and I look 
forward to seeing you soon!!! To book 
a trip visit www.englandexpeditions.
com or call 217-520-3653. “CATCHING 
MEMORIES ONE FISH AT A TIME”

CRAIG’S
SPORTING GOODS & FAMILY FUN CENTER

Fishing Supplies | Live Bait | Laser Tag | Batting Cage
105 E. Main, Shelbyville

(217) 296-2130
(217) 296-2146

Fine Cigars
Craigssportinggoods2@gmail.com

BARBER SHOP

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

ANTIQUES



before and after Thanksgiving. 
For big fish that is still when you 
have your best chance but mid- 
July and August is right up there 
for sheer numbers and tons of 
action for kids.
 Here is how we do it. Each 
summer we get an algae bloom 
in early July. Once this grows 
and gets heavy it sinks down to 
a distinct thermocline at 15-17ft. 
From there all the baitfish in the 
lake will drop down to feed on 
the algae. The crappie follow 
then all you need is the perfect 
system to present a bait to these 
fish. The slip bobber with a lively 
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 Lake Shelbyville is not like 
most lakes. It is deep, clear and 
wide enough to get a nice summer 
breeze. You then throw in a lake 
that is just a crappie factory. 
Millions swim in this lake and 
is known all over the state as a 
premier crappie fishery.
 I know of no other lake that 
my clients and I can get three or 
four limits of 45 or 60 every trip 
for ninety days in a row. From 
July to October.
 I used to tell clients that my 
favorite time to crappie fish is 
spring and fall or more exact. First 
two weeks of May and two weeks 

minnow is all you need. We target 
laydowns and brush that have 
branches up in that 15ft. range out 
on the main lake. The primarily 
southwest breeze we get will push 
bait schools over the top of these 
brush piles and lying in wait are 
hungry crappie.
 My favorite way to fish for 
them is what I call the drift. We 
mark out a brush pile with a 
marker buoy then move the boat 
over about twenty feet and throw 
the trolling motor on spot lock. 
I then instruct my customers to 
throw just above the buoy and 
allow your bait to drift over the 
brush. It is that lateral movement 
they just can’t resist. You get 
four slip bobber rigs all drifting 

across the brush and going down 
simultaneously it is like magic. 
Everyone from 5 to 95 loves to 
bobber fish and watch it disappear.
 Now that I am running Live 
scope I can see fish in the brush 
and even watch them approach 
your bait. No fish and we just 

SUMMERTIME CRAPPIE

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIESCRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve WelchSteve Welch
(217) 840-1221(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.comwww.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Terri Dickson holding up 2 - 14inch crappie 
that were caught on Shelbyville.



MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIRMIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.comwww.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair
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move, very little time wasted. I 
never paid attention to standing 
timber until I got Live scope now 
we look at everything.
 If we get a flood like we have 
almost every year the lake won’t 
get a thermocline and the brush 
will be too deep to hold fish but 
standing timber will be loaded. So 
we improvise.
 Here is how I rig my rods for 
summer crappie. I spool the reel 
with fifteen pound braid then a 
quarter ounce weight down to 
a barrel swivel and then a foot 
long leader of fifteen pound 
Fluorocarbon line. I then use a 
number four light wire Aberdeen 
hook. Sometimes I run a small 
bead above the hook or I use a light 
wire hook wrapped in tensile. The 
waves caused by boats or wind 
will make this bait flash and I get 
bigger fish. Plus a slip bobber big 
enough to hold it all up. When 
you get hung up simply pull it and 

LAKE SHELBYVILLE GUIDE

Crappie, Walleye & White Bass 
Guided Fishing Trips at Lake Shelbyville 

with Steve Welch
2022 Fishing Dates are Filling Fast 

Call today to Book Your Trip!
217-840-1221

fish@lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Lake Shelbyville Guide ONLINE STORE
Jigs, Lures, Brush Chubs, Tubes & More

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Steam Threshing Days
Aug. 5 th - 9am-8pm

& 6th - 9am-3pm
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ATTRACTIONS BOTH DAYS

Illinois Amish 
Heritage Center

Conveniently located between Arthur 
and Arcola on Rt 133

For more information visit www.illinoisamish.org or
facebook: Illinois Amish Heritage Center

Teaching show attendees how crops were grown and harvested during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Featuring:
Oat Threshing by Steam, Gasoline and Horsepower

Corn Shelling • Blacksmithing • Buggy Rides
Children’s Activities • Delicious Food

Sawmilling and Buzz Sawing Gas & Steam Power
Antique Farm Machinery Displays

Field Demonstrations  • Parade of Power • Tours
Horse Shoeing • Broom & Rope Making

Everyone is welcome and invited to come out for a day of fun
and learning for the entire family. Admission: $10 per person,

Under 12 Free or $20 per buggy or car load

the hook will bend.
 My boat is set up for this style 
like no other. I have a big tiller 
walleye boat that is roomy and 
deep enough to feel safe in. We 
have three bait tanks on an air 
system that allows me to provide 
plenty of air and keep about 
twenty-five dozen minnows and 
we need all of them.
 I have been guiding on this 
lake for 28 years and I am kind 
of known for my summertime 
crappie success. Love taking kids 
both young and old and since 
we always have a nice breeze 
it doesn’t feel hot out. You can 
contact me through my website 
at LakeShelbyvilleGuide.com and 
there is a section for open dates 
available. You will see it fills 
quickly so don’t waste any time. 
I counted them up the other night 
and I only have 24 trips left for 
the entire year.

Lisa Lewandowski 
and her 13 3/4 inch crappie

Aleigha, a granddaughter of Curt Stirling, 
with a 13 inch crappie.



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Use Custom Jigs Ice Jigs all year ’round

for bluegill, crappie, perch, white bass,

trout and more!

‘Gill Pill Glazba

Flu Flu Chekai

Use                        H2O and Draggin’ Jigs

right now on your favorite lake or river

for walleye, bass, perch and pike! 

Rig them with 

for whoppers!
AUTHENTX PLASTIC

H2O Jigs
(9 sizes, 19 colors)

Draggin’ Jigs
(3 sizes, 7 colors)

Ringworm

Moxi

Pulse-R

Ribb-Finn

FISH THOSE DOCKS FOR 
A MIXED BAG OF FISH!
By Walt Matan

 Kids go fishing for one reason, to 
catch some fish. 
 I guess I’m still a kid.
 I always thought fishing was 
supposed to be fun, so I really don’t 
get it when fancy pants anglers in big 
shiny boats pull up, cut right in front 
of my path and turn their backs as if I 
wouldn’t notice. Sometimes, I lose my 
cool and yell a few obscenities. “We’re 
in a tournament”, they yell back.
 Oh my...a tournament...I didn’t 
know that being in a tournament was 
so important that a prerequisite was to 
be rude me. I’m only out to have some 
fun fishing!
 I grew up fishing off a dock on 
Pistakee Lake in Northern Illinois. Old 
Man Dozier let me fish off his pier and I 
would catch bluegill, crappie, catfish and 
carp. I’d set out poles with chicken liver 
on treble hooks the night before. Then at 
daybreak I’d reel in a bunch of catfish 
already hooked up and drop them in the 
“keep basket” tied to the pier. 
 After a light breakfast of eggs, 
sausage, potatoes, ham, bacon and 
pancakes made by old lady Dozier, 
I’d go back to the pier for bluegill and 
crappie right under the dock. I’d set my 

bobber and hook just above the top of 
the Christmas tree pile. For dessert it 
was tackle busting carp as big as my 
leg on the secret homemade Dozier 
dough balls. The secret was a shot of 
peppermint schnapps in the dough and 
one for the old lady. Sometimes, we’d 
hop in the old reliable Sears Gamefisher 
12-foot boat with the 9.9 Ted Williams 
motor and off we’d go...to “steal” fish 
from other people’s docks!
 Dock fishing still produces today, 
but sometimes we anglers get a little 
off track of the true fun that you derive 
from simple dock fishing. Let’s take a 
look at how to maximize fish catching 
next time you want to have some fun, 
fishing!
 Using the KISS (keep it simple, 
stupid) principle of angling, simple is 
best. Two rods and two setups are all 
you need to catch every fish under the 
dock! You don’t need a $6400 rod and 
reel combo and 74 tackle boxes full of 
lures, for gosh sakes!
 A tungsten ice jig fished on an 
ultralight rod and reel with four-pound 
test line is the way to start your day (I 
like Custom Jigs & Spins 4.5mm Chekai 
jig). This is simple fishing my friend, no 
bobber. The tungsten jig has enough 
weight when cast, dropped, tossed or 
pitched up under the pier and the right 
fall speed to attract bluegill, crappie, 
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bass, catfish... you get the picture.
 You can tip the jig with a 
redworm(messiest), a few waxworms 
or spikes(cleaner), or a Berkley Gulp 
waxworm(cleanest). Then it’s just 
a matter of pulling the boat up and Bluegill love Chekai Tungsten Jigs!



Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
R E C E N T  T R A D E  I N S

C O M E  C H E C K  T H E M  O U T !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2001 Chevrolet Tracker 4x4 ..................................................................... $1,290
2003 Ford Explorer XLT, 4-door, 4x2........................................................ $6,830
2003 Ford F350 XLT, Supercab, DRW, 4x2 .............................................. $6,630
2004 Chevrolet 1500 Regular Cab, 4x2 ................................................... $5,480
2005 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 .................................................................... $4,570
2005 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................. $14,570
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 .......................................... $11,880
2006 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4 ................................................................ $7,270
2006 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $12,990
2006 Ford F250 XL, Supercab, 4x4 ........................................................ $10,470
2007 Ford Edge SEL, AWD ...................................................................... $4,980
2008 Ford F250 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4 ...................................................... $9,600
2011 Chevrolet Colorado, Crewcab, 4x4 ................................................. $9,440
2013 Chrysler Town & Country Touring ................................................ $10,230
2015 GMC 1500 Sierra, SLT, Crewcab, 4x4 .......................................... $34,880
2016 Ford Escape SE, 4x4 ...................................................................... $16,920
2017 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $35,690
2018 Ford F150 XLT Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4 ..................................... $49,930
2019 Ford F250 XLT, Supercab, 4x2 ...................................................... $38,220
2021 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................... .$55,870
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Walt Matan is the chief lure designer for 
Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish N Tackle. 
To find out more about B-Fish-N Tackle’s 

line of AuthentX Plastic, H20 Jigs, 
B3 Bladebaits and Draggin’ Jigs go to 

www.bfishntackle.com or you can 
link to it via www.customjigs.com 

Also, be sure to follow/like Custom Jigs 
& Spins, B-fish-N Tackle, Walleye College 

and Walt Matan on Facebook for 
some up to the minute info.

holding close to the pier and pitching 
under, around and near the pier. If there 
are a lot of weeds, you’ll need to reel in 
a little quicker than if you have a sandy 
of gravel bottom.
 If you are fishing from shore, try 
casting around the pier from the shore 
and working every angle you can 
before stepping on the pier. Then tread 
lightly and just drop the jig around all 
the pier posts, nooks and crannies you 
can find.
 The next method is a simple jig and 
crawler. Because of all the obstructions 
under and around piers, I use a 
weedless jig. B Fish N Tackle’s 1/16th 
ounce Draggin’ Jig. The Draggin’ Jig is 
light, bright and weedless, because has 
a wedge head and a wire keeper that 
holds the crawler tight to the jig head. 
 I’ll use a half crawler, which 
seems to work best. A light action 
spinning rod loaded with eight-pound 
test is all you need for walleye, bass, 
catfish and whatever else is hiding in 

ambush under the pier. The technique 
is the same as with the tungsten ice 
jig. Cast, toss or pitch that jig right up 
under and around the pier to see what’s 
down there to give you a tug! 
 After you fish enough piers, a 
pattern will develop, this is the moment 
of clarity that every angler wants to 
achieve. A Zen-like moment where 
you and the pier are one! 
 At this moment, you mentally 
know where the fish are hiding! 
Sometimes it’s the shady side of the 
dock where the crappie are waiting, 
sometimes it’s the back side that holds 
the perch, sometimes it’s under the boat 
lift where Mr. Bigmouth is ready to 
strike, sometimes it’s in the open next 
to the dock (the bluegill condominium 
complex) ...you get the idea.
 And once you figure it out, you’ll 
be “fun fishing” and yelling a few 
obscenities those tournament anglers 
that may have forgot why they became 
fishermen in the first place!  To spend more time catching go 

to www.customjigs.com or www.
bfishntackle.com
 You can check out the jigs online 
or call 1-800-831-5535 for a FREE 
Tips and Tricks catalog!

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

Walt’s daughter, Alyssa 
with a sneaky walleye!

Walt having some fun fishing around piers!



JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com

have been coming here for vacations.  We 
have tried a half-dozen resorts, but Nancy 
and I keep coming back to one special 
spot regularly.  This place used to be calls 
ROBIN’S RESORT.  After changing owners 
a few years ago its new name is ROBIN’S AT 
THE WATER’S EDGE.
 This place has it all.  Their rooms 
are spacious, well maintained, and 
breathtaking.  You can reserve everything 
from a single bedroom unit all the way to 
a four-bedroom condo.  I will also mention 
that their rates, regardless of what you 
need, are very reasonable.
 Also, whether you are looking for a 
short getaway like Nancy and I just did, or 
a family vacation, wedding reception, family 
reunion or any other event, ROBIN’S can 
make it happen.
 Besides great rooms, ROBIN’S has a 
marina, boat ramp, 2 pools, hot tub, and a 
sand beach.  There is a game room with arcade 
games and a pool table.  Bill Morgan and his 
staff also welcome off-season visitors, such 
as fishermen, with special rates for that time 
of year.  Open all year, ROBIN’S AT THE 
WATER’S EDGE is the place to go every 
chance you get.
 Yet another great fact about ROBIN’S 
is that, on the same point on THE LAKE is 
a full-service boat rental.  Literally walking 
distance from our rom is Dirty Duck Boat 
Rental.  Martin Kern and his group of guys 
and gals are there to make Lake of the Ozarks 
come alive for you.  Would you liked to rent 
a pontoon boat? They have it.  Would you 
like to rent a ski boat?  They have it.  How 
about a jet ski, Sea Doo or Wave Runner? 
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 Nancy and I were married on the 19th of 
May.  That was intentional since my birthday 
is May 20th.  That way I know I will never 
forget our anniversary.  It is also a great 
excuse to plan a late May, long weekend trip 
each year.
 We just returned from this year’s 
celebratory trip.  We spent 3 great days 
at Lake of the Ozarks.  We are “Frequent 
Fliers” at this vacation destination located in 
south-central Missouri.  There is always lots 
to do at THE LAKE.
 Since our children were little, we 

They have those, as well.
 Dirty Duck Boat Rental has anything 
and everything you might need for a fun day 
on the lake.  Located just south of the Grand 
Glaize bridge, they are about 10-minutes 
from the party cove.  And cash customers can 
get 5-gallons of gasoline free just for asking 
for it.  Being right next to ROBIN’S is also a 
handy feature.
 I managed to slip away for a couple of 
hours during our trip to fish with good buddy 
Ed Franko.  Ed is a fishing guide at THE 
LAKE and has been for over 15-years.  He 
knows that water as well as anybody and he 
put us right on the bass.
 One of the cool things about Ed is his 
passion to share what he has learned.  He 
is affiliated with several local and regional 
angler groups as well as working with High 
School Bass Teams.  This man is a virtual 
encyclopedia of fishing knowledge and is 
willing to pass it on.  Ed Franko is a great 

guy and a true professional.
 Ed and his wife Deb also own and 
operate a Bed & Breakfast right there on 
THE LAKE.  BASS & BASKETS B&B is 
an absolutely great place to visit.  You can 
stay there and use Big Ed’s Guide Service 
without leaving.
 So here is everything you need to know 
to have an amazing trip Lake of the Ozarks 
like Nancy and I do;
•  ROBIN’S AT THE WATER’S EDGE,    

573-302-2339 or at 4mvacationrental.com 
or you can look up ROBIN’S RESORT 
online.

•  Martin Kern, Dirty Duck Boat Rental,   
573-302-7299 or dirtyduckboatrental.com.

•  Ed Franko, Big Ed’s Guide Service,        
573-964-5028 or bigedsguideservice.com 
or bass&baskets.com.

  For constant and regular outdoor content 
Like and Follow MIKE ROUX OUTDOOR 
ENTERPRISES on Facebook.

LAKE OZARK 
GETAWAY
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

Robin’s at the Water’s Edge is the perfectly 
gorgeous place to plan your next getaway 

to Lake of the Ozarks.
The rooms at Robin’s are spacious and 

beautiful.  (Photo by Nancy Roux)
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We are getting “the band back together”
BAGELFEST OR BUST July 19-23, 2022!

Time for some celebration!
Join us for food, music and fun in Mattoon, IL. 

Like us on Facebook to keep up with 2022 plans. 
We can’t wait to see you there for the 

36th Annual Bagelfest.

EXPLOREMATTOON.ORG • 800-500-6286

July 19-23, 2022

 It was one of those times when I just 
had to get out and explore new areas or 
re-new older acquaintances. I do that 
somewhat regularly and I had ridden my 
horses for four days in Wolf Creek State 
Park on Lake Shelbyville this week. It 
was time to see some new trails. Sam Parr 
has long been a favorite location for some 
low-key fishing trips for Rosalie and I. 
Let’s explore its other opportunities.
 Sam Parr State Fish and Wildlife 
area is just 2 miles northeast of Newton 
Illinois and easily accessible and all 
good roads. The park consists of 1172 
acres including the lake. This consists 
of 296 acres of timber, 259 acres of 
cropland, 189 acres uncultivated, 238 

acres of brushy habitat fields and 190 
acres of lake and wetland.  
 The lake is somewhat smaller than 
most (183 acres) and I normally just 
used my bigger boat and trolling motor 
to explore it. My fishing successes 
have been good in numbers but usually 
lacking in size. I have had exceptional 
enjoyment fishing plastic frogs on 
the mossy areas. This results in some 
explosive attacks up thru the moss and 
does not always result in a “hookup” 
with the fish but is always exciting. 
 The shooting/hunting opportunities 
are abundant with dove hunting being a 
favorite with many. This area is known 
for its particularly good dove hunting. 
Quail and rabbit numbers are good as 
well. Due to the brushy nature of this 

site, close working bird dogs (or rabbit 
dogs) will improve the hunters’ chance 
of taking game. Squirrel hunting is 
excellent but is not receiving much 
pressure. Deer are prevalent, and 
deer hunting is a popular recreation 
at this site. Spring and fall turkey 
hunting and night hunting for furbearers, 
are also recreational options.
 With 840 acres available for hunting, 
it is quite extensive. Deer hunting 
and most all upland game species are 
available with many getting light hunter 
pressure. Legal Game Species: Deer, 
Squirrel, Quail, Rabbit, Turkey, Dove, 
Woodcock, Raccoon, Possum and 
Waterfowl. Some restrictions apply and 
care should be taken to determine the 
regulations and hunting areas available. 

  The hiking trails and camping areas 
are excellent with maintained trails and 
tree identifications etc. The scenic trails 
border the lakeshore making it very 
enjoyable. I observed many oaks in the 
forested areas along with other species. 
The area I rode my horse on was mostly 
flat/rolling with few obstructions, but 
the horse trails are not maintained well 
due to budgetary restrictions. Maybe 
that will improve with time and more 
conservation minded folks in the DNR. 
I know the money only goes “so far” 
but this should be an attractive place 
for equine activities with a bit of 
maintenance and public awareness. 
 For further information, contact 
Site Superintendent, Sam Parr State 
Park, 13225E State Highway 33, 
Newton, IL 62448, phone: 618/783-
2661; or District Wildlife Biologist, 
1231 South West St. P.O. Box 313, 
Olney, IL 62450.     618/393-6732.   
 All-in-all the trip to Sam Parr was 
enjoyable for both me and my ole horse. 
We rode a few miles and thoroughly 
enjoyed the scenic beauty of the area. 
I hope to get back down there for some 
fall dove hunting and squirrel hunting. 
I would recommend putting this spot 
on you bucket list of places to visit.

SAM PARR - AN OVERLOOKED 
RECREATIONAL FACILITY

SHOOTING, HUNTING, RIDING, CAMPING, FISHING, HIKING AND MORE.

SHADOWS ON THE WATER 
& IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow • davidsha@consolidated.net



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection
Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 

Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 335-7126

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Harry Sokhi, Owner
Email: pb.harry3@gmail.com

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

LEWISTOWN MART

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 A few months ago, a gun was 
noticed that looked very interesting.  
It is produced by German Sport 
Guns and distributed by American 
Tactical.  The model is a GSG16, 
which comes in a 1610 (10 round 
magazine) and 1622 (22 round 
magazine), with a retail price around 
$420.
 The GSG16 is available in 4 
colors (black, tan, green and pink) 
and fires 22LR ammunition.  When 
unloaded it weighs 5.84 pounds and 
slightly over 6 pounds loaded.  It has 
a barrel length of 16.25”, collapsed 
length of 28.5”, and an overall 

length, when butt stock is fully 
extended, of 38.25”.
 A feature that I think is a good 
one is the capability of the gun 
carrying an extra magazine in the 
butt stock.  I have a 10 round in the 
butt, and a 22 round in the receiver.  
The extra magazine snaps securely 
into the butt, and can be pulled out 
and switched quickly.  The reason I 
prefer the 10 round in the butt is that 
it fits much better, and is not sticking 
down and in the way.
 The charging handle is forward 
of the bolt, and can be switched to 
either side.  It also has a notch for 

GSG16 – A FUN GUN

locking the bolt open.
 There are so many rails that I 
removed the side and bottom ones to 
make for a comfortable grip.  These 
are fastened with screws, but the 
vented front stock has the ability to 
use MLok type accessories.  This is 
where I plan on fastening the front 
sling ring for a 2-point sling.  The 
back ring will be placed on another 
rail that is on top of the extendable 
handle.
 Something that is immediately 
noticed by everyone is the look of 
the gun having a suppressor.  This 
is a faux suppressor, and only for 
looks.
 The one thing that I truly 
disliked about this gun is the sights.  
They are not removable, and very 
low to the top.  They are supposed 
to be quick acquisition, which they 
are to a point.  However, I got 
my best shooting when placing a 
Feyachi S27 red/green dot on the top 
rail.  Once tuned it this was a “tack 
driver”.
 This all leads to the shooting 
part of my test, which was very 
impressive.  ATI says to use high 
velocity ammo of 1255 or greater.  

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

Naturally I had to try everything, 
and in doing so I found that it 
fired all brands tried, and several 
velocities from 875 fps of CCI Quiet 
Auto and CCI 1070 fps Standard to 
Winchester M22 1260 fps and CCI 
AR Tactical 1200 fps.  This can be 
called a very ammo friendly gun.
 Accuracy, especially after 
adding the Feyachi sight, was 
fantastic.  At 25 yards I placed 10 
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Here is a nice grouping fired from 50 yards 
using CCI AR Tactical 22LR ammunition.



JAMES STOTLER - Manager
Formally GCR Tire Center

Office 309-343-1141
james.stotler@pompstire.com

1861 Knox County Highway 9
Galesburg, IL 61401

www.pompstire.com

rounds in a 2-inch bullseye, and at 
50 yards it was grouping 10 rounds 
just slightly above the middle area 
of a AR500 gong target.  Plinking 
AR500 knock over bottles was a 
lot of fun.   Next time I will use my 
Make It Ring rectangular dueling 
tree so that I don’t have to go back 
and forth as much to set the bottles 
back up.
 The extendable butt stock is sort 
of strange with the top lever.  You 
have to push it to one side and pull 
out or push in the stock.  Once you 
get the hang of it you can do it one-
handed, but it works better with two 
hands.
 While on the subject of the 
collapsible butt stock, you can use 
this rifle as a two-handed pistol.  
However, I still prefer using it with 
the stock extended and as a rifle.
 This is one of those guns that you 
can say is a lot of fun to shoot.  It’s 
great on paper, plinking or pinging 
away on steel.  Plus, with all of the 
accessory rails the sky is the limit on 
adding extras.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
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KESTER’S WILD GAME 
FOOD NURSERIES INC.

Improving Wildlife Habitat for over 75 Years

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLANT 
YOUR FOOD PLOTS

PHONE: 920-685-2929
Fax: 920-685-6727

P.O. Box 516, Omro, WI 54963

• Perennial Mix’s
• Annual Mixes
• Clover’s
• Small Burnett

• Brassicas
• Chicory
• Alfalfa
• And a lot more

www.kestersnursery.com

The GSG16 with Feyachi Red/Green Dot 
sight sets beside a target where 10 rounds 
of CCI AR Tactical 22LR was grouped into 

the 2-inch black dot from 25 yards.

Bill Cooper caught this dandy largemouth at Lake of the Ozarks 
on a Shakey head worm while fishing with Big Ed Franko.



FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217
Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am
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TACTICAL BOWHUNTING
www.TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

TedNugent.com 
or 

facebook.com/tednugent

by:

 Now that more and more archers 
and bowhunters are coming to grips with 
the reality that this greatest of sports 
qualifies as a genuine Martial Art, let us 
immerse ourselves into its soul cleansing 
effervescent totality, shall we.
 Though the historical term Mystical 
flight of the arrow isn’t something that I 
came up with, I have indeed relentlessly 
utilized and celebrated this ancient 
colloquialism forever as the definitive 
expression of the archery experience 
that it is.
 I for one cannot release a good 
arrow if I approach the shot casually. 
Now, as a kid flinging arrows nonstop 
along the Rouge River wildlife paradise 
in Detroit, I must admit that the purity 
of the youthful unencumbered mind 
empowered my natural hand-eye-spirit 
instincts to send most every arrow to its 
precise destination with literally zero 
thought process.
 As the Samurai masters instruct, too 
many minds, is always a liability when 
executing any Martial Art qualifying 
endeavor, and when executed perfectly 
instinctively, it is in fact not an arrow 
we are launching, but ultimately, the 

path of our spirit.
 Sure, anytime with the 

bow and arrow should be fun, 
and certainly casual arrow flinging is a 
great use of one’s time with family and 
friends at the range or afield. But equally 
true is the fact that when endeavoring 
to take an animal’s life as cleanly and 
humanely as possible, there should never 
be anything remotely casual about that 
immense responsibility.
 Watching his majesty Fred Bear 
launch arrows at the Grouse Haven 
deerlodge archery range in Rose City, 
Michigan each fall was poetry in motion.
 Though Fred won many state and 
regional archery championships shooting 
his longbow with sight pins attached to 
the riser, he eventually went bare bow 
and relied on his lifetime development 
of instinctual hand-eye coordination to 
become one of the most amazing archers 
in the world.
 Watching old films of Howard 
Hill and Ben Pearson fire off bare 
bow arrow after arrow at all sorts of 
distances is living proof that we all 
have the tools to become one with the 
arrow if we diligently pursue such out 
of body oneness.
 My fellow bowhunting addicted 
friend Tim Wells of Relentless Pursuit 
television on Sportsman Channel is a 
living and dynamic example of such 
instinctual archery as he fires his Oneida 

bow with no sights and releasing 
oldschool with his fingers. The guy is 
amazing.
 Fred Eichler of Everything Eichler 
television is another deadly barebow 
killer. Much can be learned from Fred by 
watching his TV show and his Samurai 
archery ballet.
 I myself shot purely instinctive 
for more than 50 years, but as my old 
eyeballs started to fail me, I did switch 
to peepsight and sightpins along with a 
kisserbuttom and mechanical release aid.
 Now, mind you, with my change 
from instinctive to sights, my beloved 
archery is not only just as much fun 
as ever, probably moreso, but remains 
as pure an archery experience as my 
youthful longbow fun.
 One reality that I would like to 
share is how my continuing oldschool 
longbow and recurve time at the range 
dramatically improves my overall 
accuracy with my compound bow with 
sights.
 There is something special about 

identifying and clarifying the natural 
sight picture correlation with the arrow 
under the eye and the precise spot on 
the target that becomes imprinted on our 
psyche as a muscle memory asset to the 
archery experience.
 If you love your compound bow 
with sights, get yourself an oldschool 
longbow or recurve and discover that 
natural point-ability that will dramatically 
enhance your archery capabilities and 
effectiveness.
 Killer guitar playing only happens 
with fulltilt Samurai dedication and 
relentless pursuit of guitar landscape 
oneness and expression.
 Like everything in life pursued to 
the fullest, archery can become as second 
nature as breathing and life itself.
 Go ahead! Be one with your arrow 
and one with the path of your life!

Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, 
Life and Health InsuranceLife and Health Insurance

Your One Stop Shop Your One Stop Shop 
for all of your Insurance Needsfor all of your Insurance Needs

Big Savings a Phone Call Away
Accident’s happen. We’ll get you back on the Road. Get an auto quote now.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Alan Thompson, Agent

623 E. Jackson St., Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

statefarm.com®
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 Hello again friends, I hope the 
month of July is treating you well.  
My July has been filled with a ton 
of fish, sleepless nights, a new baby 
and all sorts of other things in life.  
That is right - I said a new baby – 
she has arrived!  By the time my 
June article was due, we had not had 
baby number three yet.  Well down 
below is a picture of our newest 
baby girl – meet our Mayzie Jo.  
She came into the world five days 

late, but momma and baby were 
healthy and good to go!  Life with 
three kids is a little different but I 
really love doing the adventure of 
raising my family alongside of my 
wife.  Having a four-year-old and 
a two year old and a new baby, 
well life can be pretty hectic, but 
I love it.  I grew up in a family of 
four kids, me being the oldest and 
would not trade it for the world.  
 I was thinking a lot about life 

these days and how different one 
kid can change the course of your 
life, etc.  I then got to thinking 
about how advances in fishing 
technology have changed and for 
some individuals it has changed 
for the better or for the worse.  A 
lot of random things to think about 
when you’re up in the middle of 
the night or early in the morning 
before work with a newborn.  I 

mean let’s take Garmin livescope 
for example.  I mean most likely, 
arguably, the greatest technological 
advancement in fish finders to date.  
I have had livescope for about 1.5 
years and some days when the 
pollen is low, and the water is clear 
and I can pick which fish I want 
to catch in a swimming school 
formed 50 feet away – it just blows 
my mind.  I think is this even real? 

Tall Timbers MarinaTall Timbers Marina

532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644
Illinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose IslandIllinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose Island

Open: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pmOpen: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pm

(309) 241-7957(309) 241-7957
Stop by to spend the day or night…Stop by to spend the day or night…

Transient Slips Available!Transient Slips Available!
Gas available: 91 Octane, no ethanolGas available: 91 Octane, no ethanol

 Tall Timbers Marina is one of the  Tall Timbers Marina is one of the 
most unique marinas on the Illinois most unique marinas on the Illinois 

River boasting large decks and a screen River boasting large decks and a screen 
porch where you can relax and enjoy the porch where you can relax and enjoy the 

sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  
The Marina features 40 slips for boats up The Marina features 40 slips for boats up 

to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no 
ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have 

transient slips available for boats up to transient slips available for boats up to 
40’ for those just passing through.40’ for those just passing through.

Come Party on the Water!Come Party on the Water!
Enjoy 6 Draft Beers, Pizza, Enjoy 6 Draft Beers, Pizza, 
Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith



Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash

OPEN: 
Mon-Fri: 

5:30am – 9:00pm
Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
Sun: 7:00am – 9:00pm

 309-329-2929  
Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 
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I remember when side imaging 
came out and it was the big to do 
and it was now considered cheating 
because you can see everything 
and nobody’s structures were safe 
anymore, etc.  Then down imaging 
and side imaging working together.  
I never would of thought about the 
idea of live sonar.  I mean a vexilar 
is great when ice fishing and that 
was as close as it gets, but I can 
follow schools of fish comfortably 
from 70 feet away and cast to them.  

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

Today, I was on Lake Springfield 
chasing white bass in an area I 
never would have fished. I was 
outside of a creek channel by a good 
amount and instead of going in that 
said channel, the fish stayed 20-
30ft outside of the channel.  Years 
past I sat 20-30ft from channel and 
fished in the channel, apparently, I 
was sitting on top of the fish and 
never knew!  It’s literally precision 
fishing and it is mind blowing!
 I talk about all of this to bring up 

the fact that one tool or one thing, 
one idea has changed the way our 
fisheries across the world are now 
fished.  I hear the talks a lot about the 
new guides that are popping up and 
how they aren’t real guides because 
they are a “livescope fishermen.” I 
agree, more people have surfaced 
nationwide since livescope came 
out in the fishing industry, but isn’t 

that the idea? We want more people 
to fish! I truly feel if you have 
guided for one year or if you have 
guided for five years or 20 years, 
you are now a livescope fishermen 
and those who are not are getting 
left behind.  Before I had it, I kept 
getting phone calls from people I 
did not know about booking trips 
and they would ask, do you have 

The Guppy Gobbler is a distinctive, unique design because of its tail. It is a versatile 
bait that can give you two different modes of action without changing baits.

ORDERS YOURS ONLINE TODAY AT

WWW.TOPHATJIGS.COM



2003 Jeep Wrangler 4x4, Sport, Auto, Air, Removable Hard Top, Rust Free Texas Jeep, 133,000 Miles ..... .$14,999
2013 Buick LaCrosse, V6, Loaded, Premium 2 Package, Locally Owned, History Available, 161,000 Miles .....$9,999
2013 Ram Cargo Van, 3.6L V6, Ladder Rack, Tow Package, 141,000 Miles ........................................................$10,999
1990 Ford Mustang GT Convertible Fox Body, 5.0 V8, 5-Speed Manual, 25,189 Actual Miles .............$24,5000

S e e  A l l  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!
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Uhaul Rentals Available

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
205 East Main St. • PO Box 5 • Knoxville, IL 61448

309.388.0159

Mon-Fri 1:00pm-5:30pm • Sat. 9:00am–12:00pm
Closed Sundays

denise@knoxgreatoutdoors.com
Terry Howarter • Denise Shepherd

We Sell Below 
Retail All The Time!
If We Don’t Have It, 

We Can Get It 
Below Retail!

FFL Transfers • Les Baer Custom
Historical Armory • Rock River Arms
Many Brands of Rifles, 
Handguns & Shotguns!

New and Used Firearms, Live Bait & Trapping Supplies

Triple S Catfish Bait
(formerly Sonny’s)

Works Great on 
Rend Lake!!

Hoss’s Hawg Bait
Leeches, etc.

livescope? I would respond, no I 
do not. I then would get asked to 
recommend someone who does!  
Now, I am not like the guys you 
watch on tv, chasing down these 
15lb fish and three-pound crappie 
but I do use the technology as a 
tool to better make my business run 
and be more efficient. I see certain 
things I never knew, and I believe 
the knowledge I have learned since 
forward facing live sonar came up 
is second to none.  I would pay 
double if I had to again knowing 
what I know now!  I was really 
against it and now I cannot imagine 
fishing without it.  
 This being said I still feel you 
gotta go old school now and again 
and go back to the roots of no fish 
finders and trolling motor and/or 
oars in a Jon boat or fishing off the 
shore to truly remember the love 
you have for the sport.  Usually, 
you become addicted or drawn to 
one kind of fish and that being said, 

you want to always target that one 
or two specific fish.  I love crappie 
and I love white and yellow bass, 
but every now and again I’ll go 
throw a top water bait or a zoom 
pumpkin seed 6” lizard on a Tex’s 
rig for fun at a private pond.  I might 
go troll in a ten-foot Jon boat with a 
buddy for crappie, bass or gills just 
because it brings me back to where 
I started.  Having kids makes you 
remember your own childhood 
more and more and thinking of 
fishing and how my family never 
had electronics or boats like I now 
use, and forward-facing live sonar 

was never a thought.  I thought it 
was cool to have sonar and the fish 
icons that beeped at you nonstop.  
Having a new baby, which turned 
my life in a different direction 
while already having two kids, is 
great and hard to figure out, just like 
livescope. Haha.  I can appreciate 
my four-year-old daughter’s stage 
now and where she is and who she 
is becoming and have hope that my 
newest baby girl will one day get to 
that level, but for now I have to go 
to my old school of diapers nonstop 
and not the right sleep schedule and 
the inconvenience of a blow out at 

the grocery store but I know that it 
will always get better.  Don’t get 
frustrated with the new or give up 
on the old, they both deserve a place 
in the sport and in life! As always, 
I’m at centralilcrappieguide.com 
or 309-642-8106.



PREP NOW FOR 
WHITETAIL SEASON

Enjoy a more Successful Deer Hunt 
this Fall with Early Preparation

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms and Chris Shannon
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 Now is the time to get prep work 
underway for the fall whitetail hunt. 
Successful hunters really never stop 
preparing for deer season, as skills can 
be continually honed, and deer hunting 
locations, stands, and gear maintained. 
There are some very important things 
to do at this time of year though, 
to maximize success for deer hunts 
throughout the entire hunting season.
 
*Shooting Lanes
 Summer is the time to get out into 
the forest and do some brush clearing. 
Far too many hunters wait until late 
in the year to get this done and may 
very well spook deer in the process. 
It’s usually best to try and get all the 
necessary clearing done at least a good 
month prior to the start of the first 
hunting season. But clearing brush two 
or three of months ahead of time is even 
better. The forest is where a whitetail 
deer lives out its life. If someone came 
into your house and repainted the 
walls, or moved several large furniture 
items around, you would definitely 
take notice, and wild animals are much 
more aware of their surroundings than 
humans are for sure. 
 There’s a big difference between 
simply clearing brush and making 
major changes to the environment of 
the whitetail deer. When putting up 
a new stand for instance, it’s often 
necessary to clear shooting lanes 
through thick brush if open areas 
aren’t present. Cleaning up already 
established shooting lanes is fine all 

the way up to late summer, but you 
don’t want to take down too many 
large trees or remove all the brush, as 
this could spook the deer and cause 
them to change their daily habits and 
even avoid that area. Try to get big 
projects done in mid-summer, and 
then stick to just trimming as fall gets 
closer. Usually, most of the growth is 
already done for the year and hunters 
won’t have to worry about cleaning up 
a hunting site when they arrive to hunt. 
 
*Bows & Firearms
 Setting up a new bow, practicing 
with a new bow, sighting in a new rifle 
or shotgun, or re-sighting an old one 
is not something that you want to wait 
to do until the last minute. Hunters 
should be comfortable with their tools 
well before they are going to be using 
them. Too many hunters buy a brand 
new bow right before they head out on 
a bow hunt, or they buy a brand-new 
gun and then rush around right before 
the season trying to get it sighted in. 
 There are a lot of hunters that don’t 
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When deer are in velvet its time to get in the 
last of the preparations for the hunting season.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, 
bass and billfish tournament champ 
and multiple circuit championship 
title holder, record holding guide, 

public speaker, award winning 
international writer and network TV & 
radiopersonality, and Owner of Colby 
Simms Outdoors LLC, offering custom 

lures & tackle, professional promotions, 
media services, seminars, and guided 
trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., 

Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com 
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com 
and follow them at: www.facebook.
com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro 

& www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsOutdoors. 
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spend enough time practicing with their 
rifle, shotgun or bow, or worse yet, they 
don’t practice at all. The only way to be 
an ethical hunter is to know the weapon 
that you hunt with and be a good shot 
with it. When a hunter makes a poor 
shot, they often injure the animal. Often, 
the animal dies a slow and painful death 
and of course the deer goes to waste. 
This is something that an ethical hunter 
absolutely does not do. If you’re not a 
good shot, you have to practice until you 
become a good shot or you shouldn’t be 
hunting, plain and simple. There is no 
substitute for practice. 
 
*Equipment
 Checking over all equipment is 
another important aspect of getting 
ready for the upcoming deer hunting 
season. Take a look at portable stands 
and permanent stands for any problems 
that might need attention. Check game 
calls and make sure that they work 
properly. Sharpen any field dressing 
knives, saw blades, and gut hooks, and 
go through all of your equipment now, 
so that if there is anything that requires 
maintenance or repair, it can be handled 
well before the season arrives.
 
*Scouting
 Scouting of deer hunting locations 
can be an important part of hunting 
success. But, always remember that too 
much scouting just prior to a hunt can 
spook deer and cause them to change 
their habits, ruining a hunt. This is 

especially true for older bucks. Now is 
the time to really go over an area. When 
hunting new lands, it is very important 
to have an understanding of the terrain, 
trails the deer use, feeding and bedding 
locations and how to easily get into 
and out of hunting areas depending on 
weather and wind direction. By going 
through the chosen areas, a hunter can 
gain a thorough understanding of the 
best way to approach a hunt. Doing 
this well before the season opens gives 
deer the chance to settle back down 
into their routine and get comfortable 
before the hunt begins.

WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

 *Get Out There
 Prepare for the upcoming 
whitetail hunting season now. It’s 
likely to be here before you know it, 
and you want to be ready, whether 
shooting a few does to fill the freezer, 
or whether you are after that big old 
buck of your dreams for the wall, 
preparation is key. The most important 
thing though, is to just make the 
time to get into the woods and onto 
the waters, to participate in modern 
outdoor sports modeled upon ancient 
traditions. Hunting and fishing and 
hiking and camping restores the very 
soul. So, remember to get out there…

Outdoor sports pro & media personality 
Colby Simms with a nice whitetail buck

Colby Simms Outdoors Pro Staffer Craig 
Fisher with one of several deer harvested 
that season with good pre-season prep.



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker - 
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

FROG FISHING 
BASICS

 It’s now post spawn during early 
summer. The water is warm and big 
bass are feeding often. Some of the 
most exciting fishing you could ever 
have is happening right now. Top water 
frog fishing! With a little patience, the 
right equipment and some tips and 
tactics I’m going to provide you in this 
article, you will be ready to do battle 
with those big fish from heavy cover 

in shallow water.

The Right Tools For The Job
 When I’m frog fishing I use two 
different rod and reel combos. The 
first is a 7’6” heavy action rod that 
has almost a parabolic bend teamed 
with a high speed 9:0 to 1 bait cast 
reel and 65 lb. Braided line. The 
second rod combo is a 7’6” extra 
heavy fast action rod with a bait cast 
reel in the 6:3 to 1 range, also spooled 
with 65 lb. Braided line.
 The heavy action parabolic rod 
handles the bulk of my frog fishing. 
I use the parabolic slower action 
rod because my hook set tends to be 
very fast and aggressive. The slower 
and slightly lighter action of this rod 
allows for a much higher hook up 
ratio. The heavy action rod is used 
for open water and moderate cover 
situations. The 9:0 to 1 reel is great for 
this rod. It’s designed so you can pick 
up the slack quickly and catch up to a 
fast moving post spawn female as she 
heads straight for you. I use my 7’6” 
extra heavy rod for the “slop.” Here 
you will need all the power your rod 
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can give you. Teamed with the 6:3 
to 1 reel for a little extra power you 
will be able to set the hook and skip 
the fish across the mat or pin it to the 
canopy allowing you to go in and get 
her in your boat.
 I only use 65 lb. Braided line 
when frog fishing. I have never lost a 
fish due to line failure using the frog 
with the Braided line. The big braided 
line is 100% necessary when fishing 
a frog. It is super strong to deal with 
heavy cover, big fish, and does not 
stretch so you can drive the hooks 
home. I suggest keeping at least two 
big felt pen markers in the boat to 
color your line to make the line less 
visible to bass in the water. I use one 
black and one green depending on the 
situation. Use a razor blade to put a 
slice in the tip of the felt pen so that 
your braid will pull into it and you 
can run the marker up and down the 
line easier. I color 3 to 4 feet of above 
my frog with the marker, sometimes 
alternating between the black and 
green colors. I have found that this 
gets me a few more bites by allowing 
for better camouflage in the water.

Frog Choices
 The River to Sea Bully WA and 
Snag Proof are my two favorite 
hollow bodied frogs. I believe the 
Bully WA is the closest thing to a 
ready “out of the package” frog, but 
the colors offered by Snag Proof are 
a must have if you want to be fully 
prepared for whatever situation/cover 
you are presented with. Success can 
be had with almost any frog sold on 
the market today. I just prefer the 
ones I mentioned.

RUBY’S LANDING RIVER RESORT

RV HOOKUPS • LONG TERM RV SITES AVAILABLE
WE HAVE IT ALL KAYAKS, CANOES, CABINS,CAMPING, STORE, CHAPEL, PLAYGROUND, SHUTTLE

WHERE FAMILIES COME TO STAY, FLOAT AND CAMP

22474 RESTFUL LANE, WAYNESVILLE, MO 65583 • RUBYSLANDING.MO@GMAIL.COM 
573-855-9567• RUBYSLANDING.COM

Bully WA Frogs



WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated

Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL

Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884

WaltsGarage@centurytel.net TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

309.353.AUTO
(309.353.2886)

 There are two ways to set up 
your frogs depending on the cover 
you intend to fish. When I open the 
box I determine if I will set it up for 
open water and moderate cover, or 
for fishing the mat, Hydrilla and other 
very dense floating vegetation. Make 
sure you mark your frogs accordingly 
once you have determined where they 
will be used when fishing. After I 
determine their use, I will then modify 
them as I see fit. First, I trim the rubber 
tails at a slight angle from the end of 
the legs up towards the body creating 
a feathering effect. Next, I will add 
small 4 or 5 BB’s and a few glass beads 
inside the body so the frog will just 
barely sink into the surface, and adds 
a little noise. This helps the bait make 
some sound and leaves a better trail in 
the mat and keeps the bait down when 
a fish “blows” through the mat after it. 
If there is intense light out I will color 
the light colored belly of frog with a 
felt marker just enough to break up the 
bait’s silhouette. The majority of the 
time I will throw an all-black frog on 
top of floating mats. This frog is ready 
for the slop with no modification other 
than the BB’s and beads. 
 Trimming the tails the same way 
for open water frogs will help the frog 

“walk.” You can also add a couple 
plastics beads to the inside of the body 
for sound. I like to use small beads my 
wife gets from a craft store. In order to 
increase my hook up ratio I use a pair 
of good pliers to bend each one of the 
hooks up to clear the small humps in 
the back of the frog. I do this so the 
hooks will not foul into the body of 
the bait during a hook set. However, 
you must be careful when doing this 
that you do not make the bait fully 
non-weed less. To add color and help 
mimic Bluegill or other forage I often 
add a few strands of white or orange 
round rubber to the tails using a 
needle to thread them trough. Finally, 
I tend to get creative with felt pens 
on my open water frogs. I use several 
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BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad

Scimitar Oryx • Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics

FULL TIME OUTFITTER SINCE 1984
OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Member Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

ALL FREE RANGE HUNTS

different colors when coloring the 
bottom of a frog to look like different 
forms of forage and to break up the 
silhouette the frog puts off. Most of 
Mother Nature’s frogs have spots and 
different styles of lines on their bellies. 
They are not just green, brown, or 
yellow. The Snag Proof frog colors 
I always have with me are cicada, 
sparrow, red/black, the wild bullfrog, 
mink, and bobby’s perfect white. 
Nothing against “Tweety” but think of 
how many fishermen you see with that 
same color tied on one of their rods. 
I will generally have three different 
colors on for different conditions and 
to feel the fish out to see what color 
they are eating the best. I also use 
scent on my frogs, yes I said scent. It 
will leave a scent trail in the water and 
acts as a lubricant so that when a big 
fish eats the frog it slides easier inside 
the fish’s mouth when setting the 
hook. This also allows for better hook 
penetration.

Froggy Water
 Now we have the right rods, 
reels, and frogs. Let’s get down 
and dirty with what to look for. The 

mats are easy to see and fish, what 
separates a good mat from a bad mat 
is hard to see! A good mat has deep 
water nearby and a good food source 
within. Depth is always relative; in 
the north end of Clear Lake a two 
foot drop somewhere close to the 
mat will do the job, in the main body 
look for a mat near a primary ledge 
that often lines the levees. You will 
have to train your eyes to see baitfish 
because your electronics are useless 
in shallow water with heavy cover. 
Listen for the small sucking sounds 
Bluegill often make under a mat, 
as well as schools of bait roaming 
nearby. These are “live areas” that 
have bait and bass.

A Weed Mat Is A Living Thing
 The mat will often become 
most active in the middle of the day 
when the sun is high, the mats give 
off oxygen and provide more shade 
as it grows. This is why you will 
get a greater number of better bites 
through a mat from mid-day till early 
evening while the mat is active and 

Snag Proof Frogs

Continued on page 82
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By Jill Pritchard

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:

 BATTERIES FOR:
Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone, 

Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack 
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.  

We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!

When you think batteries…............THINKWhen you think batteries…............THINK

DEEP
CYCLE

and navigate the river. Once off the 
river, there will be presentations on 
regulations, tactics, and gear.
 During Saturday’s program, 
participants will head out on the river to 
check lines, learn about regulations, and 
hopefully harvest catfish. A fish cleaning 
demonstration will be conducted upon 
return from the river.
 MDC staff and volunteers will 
offer instruction on the basics of setline 
fishing on Missouri’s rivers and lakes. 
An MDC fisheries management biologist 
will also provide information on recent 
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catfish surveys and management of fish 
populations. The program will focus on 
safe and legal use of trotlines and bank 
poles, gear, equipment, and boat operation.
 Fishing, safety equipment, and 
water will be provided. All other needs, 
including lodging and food, will need to be 
handled by participants. Fishing permits 
are required, unless otherwise exempt.
 The clinic is geared for participants 
ages 12 and older. Advanced registration 
is required by July 20. Each participant 
must register separately. To register, 
visit https://short.mdc.mo.gov/45p.

 For additional information, contact 
MDC Naturalist Alyssa Garver at MDC’s 
Northeast Regional Office at 660-785-2420 
or by email at Alyssa.Garver@mdc.mo.gov.

SHIPPING CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604

MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-247-1639

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x4020 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

MDC will offer the public a chance to learn 
about catfishing using alternative methods 

during a two-day program July 29 and 
30 on the Mississippi River in Alexandria. 

Photo by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation



309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172
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M&M MARINE Full Service boat dealer tor lishing boats, 
hunting boats, pontoon boats, and Jons. 

over 65 boats in stock 
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MDC SAYS COYOTES ARE REARING PUPS NOW; 
REMINDS PET OWNERS TO BE WATCHFUL
By Jill Pritchard
ST. LOUIS, MO - Pet owners in 
the City of Wildwood have reported 
encounters with coyotes recently.  The 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) reminds residents that while 
coyote encounters are rare, it’s still a 
good idea to be vigilant of pets during 
this time in all areas where coyotes are 
known to live.
 “Coyotes are teaching their pups 
how to hunt and travel right now, and 
that can lead to conflicts with pets 
and people . . . especially in an urban 
setting,” said MDC Wildlife Damage 
Biologist, Patrice Pyatt.
 Pyatt added that pets, especially 
dogs, can provoke a territorial response 
from coyotes.  They may attack family 
pets not as a food source, but instead 
because they see them as competition 
for their territory.   Pet owners should 
take extra care when walking dogs or 
letting them out in the yard, especially 
around dusk. Residents should always 
keep a close eye on pets while they 
are in the yard, and on a leash when 
walking them outside the yard. 
 Coyotes adapt particularly well 
around human development and coexist 
with people in many places.  These 
areas can include municipal parks and 
other urban green space, golf courses, 
cemeteries, suburban wooded common 
areas, and even within subdivisions 
themselves. 
 Three things are key to minimize 
potential conflicts with coyotes:  food, 
scare tactics, and vigilance.
 Firstly, ensure that your yard 
or property has no food sources 
readily available to coyotes. If food is 

deliberately or inadvertently provided 
by people, adult coyotes and their pups 
quickly learn not to fear humans and 
will develop a dependency on these 
easy food sources.  MDC urges dog 
and cat owners not to leave pet food 
outside, to securely cover all trash 
containers, and consider waiting to put 
trash containers out as close to pick up 
time as possible.
 Consider bringing in bird feeders 
too. While coyotes are usually not 
interested in bird food, bird feeders 
attract rodents, especially squirrels, 
which in turn attract coyotes.  There 
are plenty of food sources for birds this 
time of year.
 MDC recommends the use of scare 
tactics to instill fear of humans into 
coyotes.  If a coyote should approach or 
be seen in the yard, homeowners should 
do everything possible to make it feel 
unwelcome.  This could include yelling 
or making other loud, threatening 
noises, throwing rocks, spraying garden 
hoses, or blowing air horns.  It’s a 
matter of conditioning.  If its encounter 
with humans is unpleasant, a coyote 

will be less likely to come back.
 Finally, vigilance regarding pets is 
extremely important.  MDC cautions 
that pet owners should not leave their 
pets outside unattended, especially 
during the hours of dusk, nighttime, and 
dawn.  These are the periods coyotes 
are most active.  Owners should be with 
their pets and have them in constant 
view during these times.
 Installing a fence around yards 
may also help.  Fences should be at 

least six feet high and dug into the 
ground six inches deep, so the agile 
and resourceful canines cannot jump or 
dig under them.
 More information on dealing 
with nuisance coyotes can be found 
at https://short.mdc.mo.gov/Zaa, 
or in a free brochure obtainable by 
writing:  Controlling Conflicts with 
Urban Coyotes in Missouri, PO Box 
180, Jefferson City, MO 65102. Or 
e-mail pubstaff@mdc.mo.gov.

Coyotes are teaching their young to hunt 
and travel this time of year. MDC says it’s 
important to be vigilant of pets right now 
in areas where coyotes are known to live. 
Photo courtesy of Missouri Department of 

Conservation
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could attract bears.
•  Keep grills and smokers clean and 

store them inside.
•  Don’t leave pet food outside. Feed pets 

a portion at each meal and remove the 
empty containers.

•  Refrain from using birdfeeders in 
bear country from April through 
November. If in use, hang them at 
least 10 feet high and 4 feet away 
from any structure. Keep in mind 
that even if a bear cannot get to the 
birdseed, the scent could still attract 
it to the area.

•  Use electric fencing to keep bears 
away from beehives, chicken coops, 
vegetable gardens, orchards, and 
other potential food sources.

 For more on black bears in Missouri, 
go to mdc.mo.gov/bearaware. Report 
bear sightings and submit photos online 
at mdc.mo.gov/reportbears.
 In addition to directly educating 
Missourians on how to Be Bear Aware 

ongoing bear research indicates the 
Show-Me-State is currently home 
to around 800 black bears, and that 
population is growing by 8% each year.
 “These creatures are part of our 
state’s natural history, and many people 
enjoy the thought of seeing one of these 
impressive animals,” said Bowyer. “But 
with an expanding population of bears, 
however, comes an increased potential 
of human-bear interactions.”
 And, he noted, while generally 
not aggressive, black bears are driven 
to find food, and they can become 
accustomed to obtaining food from 
humans.
 MDC suggests the following tips to 
avoid issues if a bear has been sighted 
in the area:
•  Store garbage, recyclables, and 

compost inside a secure building or in 
a bear-proof container or location.

•  Regularly clean and disinfect trash 
containers to minimize smells that 

about black bears in the state, MDC 
is also affiliated with the BearWise® 

program. BearWise is a multi-state 
education effort developed by black 
bear biologists and supported by 
state wildlife agencies, such as MDC, 
that provides sound information and 
smart solutions that help people, 
neighborhoods, and communities 
prevent problems with black bears and 
keep bears wild. BearWise shares ways 
to prevent conflicts, provides resources 
to resolve problems, and encourages 
community initiatives to keep bears 
wild. Learn more at BearWise.org.
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The Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) is reminding southeast Missouri 
residents to “Be Bear Aware,” with now 
being prime time for seeing young male 

black bears on the move.
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of their lives.I had fished the lake 
numerous times and knew that it 
was full of largemouth bass,  which 
usually eager to hit a lure. We rigged 
three rods each, with a different lure 
on each. We could readily fish the 
top, middle and bottom of the water 
columns. Keegan and I teamed up 
in a canoe. Julian sailed alone in a 
kayak. I was still rigging rods when 
Julian took off paddling parallel to 
the dam of the lake. He intended to 
catch the first fish.
 I rigged one of Keegan’s rods 
with a Fluke, which he had not fished 
previously. I made one cast along the 
shoreline, before we shoved off, to 
demonstrate to him how to fish the 
Fluke. A Fluke is a minnow shaped 
piece of plastic, which sinks slowly 
and when twitched slightly, darts to 
and from like dying minnow. They are 
deadly. Keegan gasped with disbelief 
as respectable bass rolled up on my 
first cast. I missed the strike. We 
shoved the canoe off of the bank. Rain 
continued to pepper down.
 I paddled to put Keegan into 
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year-old Julian Brown and 15-year-
old Keegan Finch joined me for a day 
of bass fishing on a nearby lake. The 
boys live down the road from me.
 The pair of anxious fishermen 
walked up to my house about 7:30 
a.m. It had begun raining softly. We 
elected to cook a big breakfast of 
sausage, fried potatoes, eggs and toast 
and hoped that in the meantime the 
rain would stop.
 The big breakfast filled the bill for 
the energy we would need for the day 
that lay ahead of us. However, to make 
sure we survived, the boys made up a 
batch of sandwiches to take long.
 Rain pelted down steadily as we 
pulled out of my driveway. However, 
everyone’s spirits were high. We 
were determined to go fishing. As 
we broke into view of the remote 
lake, the chattered excitedly about 
the prospects of catching lots of fish 
from the beautiful 10acre lake that lay 
before them.
 Julian and Keegan are both 
originally from Texas and had not 
had the opportunity to do a lot of 
fishing.  They were in for the thrill 

perfect casting position. I explained 
that he needed to cast the weedless 
Fluke as close to the shoreline as 
possible, right into the tangles of 
weeds and brush. He kept casting his 

Julian Brown poses with one of several 
dozen bass he caught on a rainy day.
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lure about two feet short of the target.  
I instructed him to watch my cast. The 
Fluke landed six inches from the shore 
amidst a clump of sedge grasses. I 
twitched the Fluke one time and let 
it sink.  My rod arched and I set the 
hook. The scrappy bass managed to 
throw the hook. Keegan and I laughed 
and moved on.
 When we caught up with Julian, 
he had not had strike. He asked what 
we were throwing, but Keegan was 
reluctant to tell. I told Keegan we 
were going to paddle on across the 
face of the dam to quickly get to the 
east bank. I had caught a lot of bass 
there the week previous. I pointed out 
a break in the shoreline vegetation 
and told him to cast his bait into that 
spot. Keegan made a perfect cast. The 
water erupted and he had his first bass 
of the day hooked. He yelled at Julian 
to watch. The fish came off. “There’s 
plenty more” I instructed.
 A few casts later, Keegan was 
hooked up again. He lost that fish, too.
On my next cast, I hooked one and 
managed to land it. The action was 
heating up, so Julian paddle over to 
join in on the fun.
 What occurred over the next 
three hours proved nothing less than 
phenomenal. The rain continued and 
apparently put the fish into a feeding 
frenzy. We continued down the east 
bank, catching fish at a steady pace.
 As we approached the north 
end of the lake, hook-ups increased 
dramatically. One of us had a fish on 
almost constantly.
 A small creek enters the lake at 
the north end. Previous rains had 
brought the lake up a bit and grassy 
flats were covered in water. New food 

constantly poured into the lake from 
the runoff. Bass had stacked on the 
grass flats to intercept the new food 
sources entering the lake.
 The boys laughed and goaded 
one another as bass, after bass after 
bass fell to their flukes. “This is so 
much fun,” they both kept repeating. 
Fun indeed. Even as many thousands 
of bass I had caught in my lifetime, 
few times had I ever seen bass that 
active. Then with the thrills the 
boys were enjoying, the day quickly 
became one of the most memorable 
trips of my life.
 I tied on a topwater Sammy lure. 
I hooked a good bass on my very 
first cast. The boys switched, too. 
Topwater fishing is as fun as it gets, 
and Keegan and Julian received a 
baptism extraordinaire.
 As a dark cloud approached from 
the south, I indicated that we needed 
to get off the lake. Their moans 
sounded like thunder rumbling.I 
explained that we had boated well 
over 150 bass and had hooked and 
lost many ore than that. We had, in 
fact, enjoyed a day of bass fishing 
like few people have ever enjoyed.
 Halfway across the lake, the rain 
came down in sheets. We looked like 
a trio of drowned rats by the time we 
reached the truck.
 We kept just enough fish for a 
fish fry. The boys helped clean the 
catch and I soon had filets bubbling 
in hot oil.
 My only regret. I wish I’d had a 
recorder on to capture the tails those 
two told during dinner. I’m sure they 
will tell their grandchildren about the 
day they caught a 150 bass in the rain.
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Sophia Gilkeson catching crappie on a private lake in Peoria county.
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trout, the confirmed brown trout 
locations are a much smaller list. 
The Rainbow and brown trout are 
the only breeds that excelled in our 
Ozark streams rivers and lakes. I 
am confident that there are a whole 
lot more small springs throughout 
the Ozarks that have trout in them 
that no one will ever find or if they 
do it will be on accident. Sounds 
crazy but 11 cents to have your 
own trout in your spring sounds 
like a small price to pay even in the 
1800s to have your own breeding 
stock of fish. 
 Fast forward to now. The Trout 
slam is a list of the nine Blue 
Ribbon trout streams they are the 
Barren Fork, Blue Springs Creek, 
Crane Creek, Current River, Eleven 
Point River, Little Piney Creek, 
Mill Creek, North Fork of the 
White, and Spring Creek they are 
spread throughout Missouri that 
are confirmed to have a sustained 
number of trout dating back over 
100 years. They continue to spawn 
there. The nine streams are some of 
the most pristine waters in Missouri. 
God knows trout live in beautiful 
places. Some of these streams run 
through private property and some 
of them are on public ground. 
Which led MDC to Communicate 
with landowners that this is what 
they were going to do. Which 

caused some feathers to get ruffled. 
Because as we all know some people 
don’t stay on public ground and 
decide they need to travel through 
private property without permission 
to things that they want to do. Sadly, 
this has taken place. There have 
also been instances of guides from 
in and out of state guiding on these 
streams for money. Which is illegal 
on MDC property. Of course, there 
is one other thing the fish handling 
and caring for the streams always 
needs improvements. These are all 
negative sides of this story and of 
course there is always two sides to 
every story.
 There has been a huge growth in 
people starting to fish and get in the 
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outdoors in Missouri. This could 
be in part because of this program. 
I can see that this has caused lots 
of people to be more concerned 
towards conservation efforts, 
including the younger generation 
that has not be overly interested in 
the past. This has also brought more 
people to Missouri to try their hand 
at the slam, which bring revenue for 
the state as well as local fly shops 
restaurants and hotels. With the 
proper education on fish handling 
and catch and release methods this 
could be a wonderful program. In 
my opinion this program has been 
good for the state and marginal 
for the environment. With more 
efforts in education and fellow 
outdoorsmen policing each other I 
believe it can and will continue to 
be a successful program. 
  Now that Missouri Department 
of Conservation has announced the 
Smallmouth Program it has been 
taken a whole lot less gracefully. 
I have read hundreds of posts and 
comments about people complaining 
about how now all their spots have 
been shared and how unsuccessful 
the trout program has been and what 
it has done to the trout areas. The 

research shows that both programs 
are setup to where the outdoorsman 
has the ability to report issues that 
are found to MDC. They may not 
see their answers today or tomorrow, 
but everything is carefully reviewed. 
Biologist with the state go to all 
the streams rather it be the trout or 
smallmouth program and do testing 
to ensure the numbers of fish and the 
environment the fish live in is safe 
and not being deteriorated but the 
influx of fishermen. Truth be told 
most of the streams have not seen a 
massive influx of visitors. 
 The smallmouth program also 
gives awards at a bronze silver and 
gold level as well as a medallion 
when you complete it. There are 
twelve rivers and streams listed 
that are spread all across the Ozarks 
including the Big Piney, Big River, 
Courtois Creek, Eleven Point River, 
Elk, Gasconade, Hussah Creek, 
Jacks Fork, James, Joachim Creek, 
Meramec, and the Mineral Fork. 
All of these rivers are great rivers 
with good access and huge numbers 
of natural smallmouth bass. It is 
my hope that this program has the 
same or similar effect on the people 
as well as a better effect on the 

environment. It has the potential to 
bring more and more revenue for the 
state and local economies. 
 The Bottom line is, that these 
are both great programs that have 
the potential to be successful for 
many years to come. Hopefully our 
environment and fish do not pay the 
price for them to be successful. As 
Sportsmen we need to join together 
and support state programs and help 
them be successful. They bring 

funding to conservation which helps 
our efforts. This much attention 
allows us to have a louder voice 
when it comes to funding projects 
that protect these fish and fisheries. 
In closing don’t be part of the 
problem be part of the solution don’t 
be afraid to speak your mind and 
correct people when they are wrong.
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25% Deet concentration will give about 5 
hours of mosquito repellent.
 Nearly everyone has home remedy for 
treating the itch and swelling of a Mosquito bite.  
The usual treatment consists of a cool compress, 
antihistamines such as Benadryl (over-the-
counter), anti-inflammatory compounds like 
ibuprofen, and anti-itch compounds.  The most 
simple anti-itch compound is a paste made 
from baking soda and water.  Calamine (the 
pink stuff) works in a similar manner but may 
be longer lasting.  Topical preparations with 
a local anesthetic like Pramoxine (PrameGel 
or Caladryl) can take away pain and itching.  
Topical steroids such as hydrocortisone can 
also help with swelling and itch.  
 Mosquitoes are most active at dawn 
and sunset and around those hours.  Avoid 
being out in those hours or at use repellant. 

TAKE THE MYTH-FACT QUIZ.
1.  Mosquito’s are responsible for more 

human death than any other non-
human living creature.  (Fact)  

2.  Eating Garlic or taking Vit B1 can 
act as a mosquito repellant. (Myth)   
There is scent emitted from skin pores, 
but no evidence supporting what you eat 
attracts or repels insects.  Mosquitoes are 
attracted by the carbon dioxide, heat and 
moisture from our breath.

3.  Avon  Skin-so-soft lotion is effective in 
repelling mosquitoes. (Fact) Studies have 
shown that there it is effective for about 2 
hours.  It is less effective than Deet.

4.  Purple Martins eat their weight 
in mosquitoes each day. (Myth) 

blood from clotting.  The mosquito can then 
suck the blood with ease until her abdomen 
is full.  It is the saliva proteins that cause the 
body’s immune system to react with swelling 
and itching at the skin site.  The swelling 
goes away in about two days, but the itch 
remains until the body has broken down 
the mosquito’s proteins.  Sometimes with 
repeated bites the body will no longer react to 
the saliva, similar to the decrease in response 
to allergens after allergy shots.
 The female mosquito lays eggs in rafts 
of approximately 400 eggs.  These may be on 
the surface of the water or on material at or 
above the water line.  These eggs can survive 
years then hatch upon flooding.  Mosquito 
eggs survive over winter, but the other three 
stages must have water to survive.
 Prevention of mosquito bites should be 
the goal.  This will help decrease transmission 
of West Nile Virus, Dengue Fever, Malaria, 
Yellow Fever and Encephalitis.  These 
diseases enter the body with the mosquito 
saliva.  Deet is very effective as a repellent 
but should not be used on children younger 
than 2 months of age.  Formulations of 
50% Deet or higher should not be used on 
children.  5 to 10% Deet is just as effective 
as 90% Deet but must be applied more 
frequently. A rough rule of thumb is that a 

Mosquitoes make up a small portion of 
a martin’s diet.  When given the choice 
they prefer larger insects. 

5.  Mosquitoes rarely travel farther than 
300 feet from their birthplace. (Fact) 
The main reason control of breeding area 
works in controlling the spread of disease.

6.  Putting Deet under your clothes gives 
longer protection from bites. (Myth) 
Deet should only be put on exposed skin, 
and not covered by clothes.  This can 
cause side-effects.  Pyrethrin should not 
be sprayed on skin, but only on clothes.

7.  Papaverine, found in meat tenderizer 
and in papaya fruit, can relieve the pain 
and itching of mosquito bites.  (Fact)

8.  Citrosa and marigolds can be effective 
plants to repel mosquitoes. (Myth) 
Citronella oil has been shown to be an 
effective repellent, but no evidence that 
plants are effective.  The concentration of 
citronella oil is not high enough in a plant 
unless damaged to release the oil.

9.  Mosquitoes bite people with blood type 
O+ more often. (Myth) Mosquitoes are 
not more attracted to a certain blood type 
but may be less likely to bite due to a certain 
bacteria makeup on some people’s skin.

10.  Mosquitoes bite larger sized people more 
often than smaller people like children.                                                                                                  
(Fact) Mosquitoes are not attracted to 
the size of the person but are attracted 
to carbon dioxide and larger people 
produce more carbon dioxide.
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BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries

REND LAKE CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS
Bowfishers enjoyed great weather and some good shooting for the annual Rend 
Lake Championship last month. Rend has long been a bowfishing favorite for 
boat and shore shooters at the spillway. Here are the results for this year’s shoot. 
And thanks to BAI officer Jason Suchomski for running a great event and making 
some great trophies for the winners. And we also thank Rend Lake Sporting 
Goods for their help and support with the shoot!

•  1st Place-Saline Creek Sinners 97.1lbs.
• 2nd Place-Shad Blasters 91.7lbs
• 3rd Place-Dark to Light 70.1lbs
•  Big Fish-Saline Creek Sinners 19.2lbs

ROUGH FISH RECIPE 
Asian Carp Paella!
 Asian carp can be used in any recipe and cooked any style with excellent 
results. No, they are not the same as strong flavored oily common carp. Asian 
carp are more like cod. White flaky meat and mild flavor makes them excellent 
for all dishes. So, we tried them in Paella, a Spanish dish that reminds one of 
jambalaya. The fish are prepared boneless and added at the end of the cook where 
it is steamed in all the juice and spices of the nearly complete dish.
And it is easy to make! A large skillet is all that is needed.
 To start heat up a couple tablespoons of olive oil and add three cloves of 
minced garlic and some red pepper flakes. Heat it up until the garlic is cooked. 
Next add two pounds of cubed chicken breast that has been marinated in salt, 
olive oil, paprika and granulated garlic for a couple hours and cook until browned. 
Now add a pound of chorizo sausage, cook and chop it up as it browns. Now add 
a chopped onion and red bell pepper and cook until the onion clears. Now add 
the spice! Traditional paella calls for a pinch saffron which can be hard to find 
and expensive. A good substitute is ground turmeric. Add about a tablespoon and 
a couple bay leaves. Stir and cook a bit before adding two cups of short grain 
paella rice. Mix the rice in so it is well coated with the oils and juice in the pan. 
Finally add a quart of chicken stock. Mix a bit and bring to a boil. Reduce to a 
simmer and cover. 
 When the rice has absorbed about 80 percent of the stock press one and a 
half pounds of cubed and boneless Asian carp meat into the mix but don’t stir. 
You want the meat in the dish but not covered. Cover the pan and cook for 
another ten minutes or until most of the broth is absorbed. And eat! This is a truly 
excellent and surprisingly easy meal to make. And an excellent way to utilize 
your bowfishing harvest.

KIDS EVENTS COMING UP!
 The BAI plans to have several kids’ events next month across the state where 
we will teach bowfishing, rough fish fillet techniques and cooking. And of course, 
go bowfishing! We will have detailed info in the next issue of ASO Magazine!



DEEP WATER 
FISHING
 Gosh I can’t believe it is 
already July and before you know it 
Christmas will be here. This month I 
like fishing in tidal waters and lakes 
that have generation schedules. 

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

you need to go down on weight size 
as I have always been a firm believer 
that bass want the worm to fall 
slowly, but it has to go straight down 
so match your weight to the current 
for better results.
 When fishing tidal water learn 
to read tidal charts so you can 
increase your fishing time and stay 
in productive waters the better part 
of the day. If you have a pattern on 
high water, you can move with the 
tide to stay in high water a lot longer 
and the same for low or any tide for 
that matter. Another key point to 
tidal water fishing is if you caught 
fish on a certain tide and go back at 
a different time they probably won’t 
bite. So, plan your fishing trip to put 
you in the hot spot on the right tide 
at the right time.mailto:woodaves@
earthlink.net
 Now when I’m reservoir fishing 
you always find me in my Mercury 
powered Nitro Z20 heading upriver 
first to see if there is a shallow bite 
going on. If you have flats or creeks 
upriver I try to get a buzz bait bite 

going on a Zoom Horny Toad frog. 
I will flip a worm or jigs to any 
visible cover when I go by the creek 
mouths. I will fish with a Bass Pro 
Shops’ XPS deep diving crank bait, 
or a Carolina rigged 10 inch Zoom 
Old Monster worm. I also like to 
use a 7’ or longer Johnny Morris 
Signature Series rod with 10 to 14 
lbs. Bass Pro Shops fluorocarbon 
line. As I’ve stated in the past the 
bigger worms work better in the 
hotter months. 
 When I go down the lake I’m 
going to depend heavily on my GPS 
or depth finder to look for drops, 
ledges, humps and brush. But I 
won’t overlook docks because they 
can hold lots of bass at times. 

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
justin@stonecreekhunting.com
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In tidal water fishing the water is 
moving 22 hours a day and this puts 
lots of oxygen in the water keeping 
the bass shallow. Reservoirs offer 
several options with lots of structure 
on the lower end and mid lake and 
usually cooler water on the upper 
ends if another lake is feeding them. 
The cooler water coming from 
bottom of upper lakes can really 
lower the water temperature and 
keep bass feeding shallow.
 When I fish tidal water, I’m 
always fishing structure or mouths of 
creek run offs as tidal water bass are 
looking for current breaks to ambush 
prey. Bass Pro Shops XPS crank 
baits can be good along with spinner 
baits but usually I’m casting a Zoom 
Trick worm or flipping a Zoom 
Speed Craw at lay downs, logs, dock 
pilings, lily pads, and rock jetties. 
Just anything that will give the fish 
an ambush spot. A tip to remember is 
you have to change weight sizes with 
the current you are fishing. In other 
words, if it’s a hard current you need 
a heavier weight to get the lure to the 
bottom quickly. As the current slows 

WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 
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 Remember July is a deep-water 
month most of the time, if the above 
fails then that’s why I’m going to 
idle a lot looking for structure and 
structure with bait on it. Mark any 
potential looking good spots even 
if you don’t catch fish, coming back 
to them could be the ticket. Check 
generation schedules for the lake 
because a lot of time, as soon as 
generation starts the bait will move to 
these places and the bass will follow. 
Bridges and rip rap corners can also 
be good spots to check as they give 
current breaks.  Bait fish is one of the 
main keys to structure fishing so look 
for bait or birds working the water. If 
you have striper fisherman on the lake 
look for them congregated and there 
is probably bait in that area, so look 
for structures in that area. The nice 
thing about structure fishing is you 
can sometimes find the honey hole 
that no one else has found. Even with 
the awesome Navionics chip there 
are still some off the wall places you 
can find.  But I want to remind you to 
mark any potential spots even if you 
don’t catch fish today. You might ride 

over them next week and they could 
be loaded up with bass, as it depends 
on the bait and where it goes. Another 
thing, spend time on these under water 
spots and fish from every direction as 
the way the bait coming by the fish can 
make all the difference in the world to 
get them to bite.
 Big worms, deep crank baits, 
and football jigs can all be very good 
lures to cover structure with. I have 
found that if you catch a fish or two 
and they quit biting go to another 
technique and they will fire back up a 
lot of the times. One other thing you 
can do over these places is to throw 
a Spook or XPS Slim Dog and work 
it as it will draw suspended fish up 
at times.  Swim baits, big spoons 
and hair jigs have become popular 
the past few years so give them a try 
until you get something going.
 Good luck fishing, schools out 
so take a kid fishing. Now if you 
need a new tow vehicle go to www.
hendrickcars.com. May God Bless 
you and your family and be sure to 
thank a soldier or policemen for a 
job well done.

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

Don Boley of Hamilton, IL with a beautiful Alberta Black Bear 
that was 400lbs. Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.



By Dan Vinovich

 The sky was empty as I looked 
for the ducks to start coming back 
to the corn after a big kick this 
morning. We had some wind, but the 
third straight day of clouds had them 
sitting a mile or so outside the club.  
By the sound of it, no one else was 
doing much either, no shooting and 
the text messages were blowing up 
my phone asking if we were seeing 
them. “No, no, no,” I answered. 
This was starting to get old already. 
I thought back over the season as I 
stared at the decoys bobbing gently 
in the dark hole they were set in.  
“Not a bad year,” I thought. I had 
a fantastic Muskie season putting 
over 101 fish in the boat this spring. 
The deer were slow at first, lots 
of small bucks and does, but the 
second part of the rut was amazing 
with me putting down a 150+ 8 
pointer and a 160-inch 10 pointer. 
Both bucks were old and mature. I 
looked up once again from the pics 
on my phone and smiled just little. 
Beep, Beep. Another text message 
came in, not about the waterfowl 
but a reminder from my buddy, Jim, 
telling me I only had a few days left 
to get my permit sent into the first 
turkey lottery. A chill came over me 
as a small gust of wind blew up my 
backside. Brrrrr. I thought back over 
the last turkey season. I shook like a 
dog after a water retrieve not sure if 
it was from the cold or the thought 
of reliving another spring season in 
Cass County. Plop. A big fat Mallard 
hen dropped right into the hole. She 
stared at the motionless decoys and 
swam into the corn quacking all 
the way. “Yeah, that kind of sums 

up my turkey season,” I thought to 
myself. The next couple of hours of 
seeing no ducks had me looking at 
the Illinois DNR web page reading 
up on the 2019 season requirements 
for the lottery. 
 I headed home that afternoon 
with only one Mallard drake and a 
ring neck in the back of my truck. 
I cleaned the birds and headed to 
the house, grabbed a cup of tea and 
sat down at my laptop. While I was 
waiting for it to boot up, I struggled 
with the thought of another day in 
that hell hole. I had seen a few birds 
on my Peoria County farm this fall. 
The computer booted up and the 
DNR web page popped up. Without 
hesitation, I punched in my info and 
quickly set in for a second season 
Peoria permit. That was that quick 
and painless. 
 Fast forward to the third 
IDNR Turkey lottery, I had once 
again struggled with the thought 
of sending for another southern 
county permit. I knew the farm 
had a large population of turkeys, 
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IS IT HEAVEN OR HELL 
CHAPTER #3…SLAM DUNK

but the thought of dealing with all 
the stickers and prickers and an 
angry ghost had me still bouncing 
back and forth between a Peoria 
County 3rd season and that 
southern county 3rd season permit. 
I moved the mouse up and down 
the county column looking for a 
sign. Suddenly, my finger clicked 
on the Hell hole. Well, there isn’t 
no second guessing it now. I was 
headed back down south. 
 Fast forward again. The second 
season Peoria County tag was a 

bust. With the late spring, it had the 
couple of toms on the farm henned 
up with almost no gobbles. Hell, 
the only chance I had was broken 
up by a wanna’ be TV star, LOL. 
He walked right into the roost and 
busted the only gobbler on the 
farm. What a depressing season it 
was. Between the lack of birds and 
a bullseye tick bite that had to be 
treated, it was a complete mess. I 
looked down at the Peoria county 
tag and decided to eat it after only 3 
days of hunting. 
 I sat at the table looking over 
the small map my buddy had drawn 
for me and tried to come up with 
a new and improved game plan to 
attack the southern county birds 
for my 3rd season tag. Red marks 
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covered the map. It looked like 
one of my test scores from high 
school. I was looking for a new 
approach when the phone rang. 
It was my buddy calling in with 
some intel from the second season. 
I told him Peoria was a bust. He 
just laughed and said it was about 
the same there, everything henned 
up. He said he had a fair number of 
big toms on the farm, but they did 
not want to play.  He reassured me 
the upcoming 3rd season would 
be a slam dunk as the birds were 
roosting right by the cabin along 
the road we drove in on. I fired 
back with discontent about all of 
the things that went wrong the 
last year I tried his farm.  He just 
laughed once again and told me to 
suck it up Sally and go kill a bird. 
 3 am found me traveling back 
down the lonesome highway 
headed south. I pulled into the farm 
and shut off the lights. Creeping 
slowly past the spot he had told me 
held a fair number of roosted birds. 
I struggled to see the path in the so-
called road in the darkness trying 
to remember where the right turn 
was. There it was. I crept another 
200 yards to the parking area. I 
was in early. I opened the door 
and half expected to be overrun by 
the swarm of gnats like last year. 
Surprise, there were no bugs. My 
second step was to look up at the 
old house to see if my specter was 
watching my approach. No light. 
“Hmm, maybe this was not going 
to be so bad,” I thought to myself. 
I loaded my vest and checked 
everything, gun, decoys, oh, yes, 
head net and Thermacell. A quick 
swallow of coffee and I was off. I 
worked the edge of the timber in 
the darkness looking for the highest 
spot with a good bit of brush to sit 
in. I picked a little food plot we had 
planted last year. It had a nice little 
hump and a good view of the area. 
He had said the birds were roosting. 
I set the Bass Pro Redhead jake and 
hen out and sulked my way back 
to the timber line. I had set up my 
new BPS Turkey Lounger Seat set 

in a tangle of honeysuckle as it 
was the only thing that had already 
leafed out with the late spring. The 
forecast had called for rain around 
8 am, so I was hoping I had gotten 
in close enough to the roost. I 
cut a few higher branches off the 
honeysuckle and wove them into 
my little Redhead leafy quick blind 
and settled back into the lounger. 
The morning was slow to wake. 
Not a sound could be heard. It 
was so quiet that I could hear each 
step a little doe was making as she 
crossed the little crp ground 100 
yards away. 
 I laid out my assortment of 
calls on the decoy bag arranging 
them for a quick switch. I poured 
some antiseptic on the mouth call 
and closed my eyes anticipating 
the first gobble. A half hour passed 
with not a sound coming from the 
treetops. There was no morning 
glow coming from the horizon, 
only a dark grey sky. Had I busted 
the roost when I drove in? Was this 
going to be another bust of a day? 
Another 10 minutes passed as I 
resisted the urge to send a yelp into 
the dark timber. Still not a sound. 
 Now, I was starting to worry. 
Just as I picked up the gobbler call, a 
thunderous gobble echoed through 

the treetops. Wow was that close. 
The first gobble set off a symphony 
of gobbles raging through the still 
morning. I had never heard anything 
like it. I had at least 8 mature toms in 
the treetops around me. There were 
so many I picked up my phone to 
record it. One by one, they fired off 
sending chills down my spine. I put 
in my mouth call and yelped ever 
so quietly back at them inviting 
them to the dance. This went on for 
a good 15 minutes. 3 times I moved 
my shooting sticks in anticipation 
of where they would enter the field. 
My veins surged with adrenalin as 
they kept bringing the thunder. This 
was nuts and well worth the price 
of admission. I closed my eyes with 

each gobble trying to locate in my 
mind where each bird was roosting 
and how far. 
 Suddenly, I could hear them 
coming off the roost. It sounded 
like a giant throwing wheelbarrows 
through the thick brush with their 
giant wingspans struggling to find 
the lift as they navigated through 
the treetops. Woof, woof, woof, 
woof, woof.  It sounded amazing as 
two huge toms set their wings and 
glided into the little food plot, I was 
set up in. Both birds immediately 
went into full strut drumming their 
wings hard into the moist sand. The 
decoys were out 25 yards and the 
birds lit 25 out past them. I yelped.  
They gobbled. I moved my gun into 
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position as I continued to try and 
persuade them to close the distance. 
 First, a yard or two then another 
yard. They swayed back and forth 
like a Christmas tree floating in 
the waves just before it sinks into 
new crappie cover. “I’ve got you 
now,” I thought to myself. My 
hands clutched the Benelli tightly. 
I was thinking I needed another 10 
yards before I would shoot. About 
that time, I heard a squeaking hen 
yelp come from the timber 80 
yards away and then another. The 
hens were in there thick raising all 
kinds of hell. They would yelp and 
I would answer blowing air over 
the diaphragm so hard it burned 
the roof of my mouth. The perfect 
hunt had turned into a street cat 
fight between me and the hens with 
two big toms caught in the middle. 
They would turn towards me and 
then back towards the timber. By 
now, I could hear the hens dropping 
out of the treetops. I judged the 

biggest tom at about 40 yards. He 
was in full strut and offered me not 
much of a target as his head was 
tucked up tightly against his chest. 
The second tom was another 10 
yards out and had his back towards 
me. The closest bird made a slight 
turn towards the timber. “I have 
lost them,” I thought. The next 
couple of seconds went into slow 
motion as if I was in the matrix or 
something. I yelped and, just as 
he extended his head to gobble, 
I released a magnum load of #5 
shot out of the Indian Creek choke. 
The hot load buried me back into 
my chair with the recoil sending a 
shock wave through my body. The 
shot pattern was true as the bird did 
a summersault and laid on his back 
trying to spur the clouds above him. 
Hens scattered back into the brush.
 I unloaded the Benelli and 
started to get up when another tom 
lit into the field and then another 
followed by a few hens. Every 
piece of the field was moving with 
turkeys. Never in my life had I 

Is it Heaven or Hell . . . cont. seen anything like it. The toms 
were in full strut and the jakes and 
hens were running around sending 
aggravated purrs back and forth 
between each other. It was a good 
half hour before they sulked back 
into the timber. I quickly ran out 
and grabbed the bird and decoys 
and darted back into the tree line 
trying not to be seen as my buddy 
was hunting tomorrow. I packed 
up my equipment, tagged the bird 
and headed towards the truck. I 
struggled with the decoys and the 
weight of the big tom. With one 
big heave, I tossed all of them on 
the tail gate. 
 Well, I’ll be damned. The 
giant tom was double bearded. 
I looked up just as another two 
toms spooked and ran across the 
front of the truck. I was parked 
out in the open, so I jumped in and 
pulled the Tundra into the timber 
lane 50 yards away. The storm was 
approaching and with every clap 
of thunder the colossal bunch of 
birds would answer. I watched as 

birds crossed the fields in front of 
me gobbling and running around 
like chickens with their heads cut 
off. What a morning. I had defeated 
the hell hole. 
 I hopped off the tailgate and 
looked for a good place to get a 
few pics and, low and behold, 
the fence line was full of yellow 
gold. Morels were busting through 
the fallen leaves all around me. I 
quickly filled my bags, took a few 
pics and made it back to the truck 
before the rain started to pelt my 
windshield. I called my buddy.  
He was eager to find out how I 
did. SLAM DUNK MY FRIEND.  
SLAM DUNK!!!
 This is the third article on 
this amazing area, my buddy just 
informed me he is selling it and 
moving out of the state……Will the 
last person in Illinois please turn off 
the lights!
 See Ya on The Water
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ILLINOIS OFFICIALS REMIND RESIDENTS TO USE 
CAUTION WHEN RECREATING IN ILLINOIS WATERS 
AND BE AWARE OF HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS

SPRINGFIELD – As temperatures 
begin to rise, the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) and 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
(Illinois DPH) are reminding recreators 
to use caution in Illinois waterways 
this summer when harmful algal 
(cyanobacteria) blooms are possible. 
Cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green 
algae, are microscopic organisms that 
naturally occur in lakes, streams, and 
ponds. Rapid and expansive growth of 
cyanobacteria is referred to as a “bloom.” 
While most blooms are harmless, some 
produce toxic chemicals that can cause 
sickness or other health effects in exposed 
people and pets.
 When a bloom producing toxins 
has been confirmed, local officials are 
advised to post appropriate signage to 
warn residents to avoid contact with 
affected waters. However, not all blooms 
are reported to state officials. Therefore, 
residents are advised to avoid contact 

with water that:
• l ooks like spilled, green or blue-green 

paint;
• has surface scums, mats, or films;
• has a blue or green crust at the shoreline;
•  is discolored or has green-colored 

streaks; or
•  has greenish globs suspended in the 

water below the surface.
 Residents or local officials who 
suspect a cyanobacteria bloom may 
report the bloom to the Illinois EPA, 
which recently released a new Bloom 
Report Form Application accessible 
on computer or phone. The App and 
other reporting methods are available 
on the Illinois EPA website at https://
www2.illinois.gov/epa/topics/water-
quality/monitoring/algal-bloom/Pages/
reporting.aspx. 
 Young children, the elderly, and 
people with compromised immune 
systems are most at risk to adverse 
health effects attributable to algal 

toxins. Individuals are most often 
exposed to algal toxins while swimming 
or participating in other recreational 
activities in and on the water. The 
most common routes of exposure 
are direct skin contact, ingestion of 
contaminated water, or inhalation of 
water droplets in the air (e.g., while 
water skiing or tubing). Symptoms of 
exposure to algal toxins include rashes, 
hives, diarrhea, vomiting, coughing, or 
wheezing. More severe symptoms may 
result from longer or greater amounts 
of exposure. If you are concerned you 
have symptoms that are a result of 
exposure to algal toxins, contact your 
health care provider or call the Illinois 
Poison Center at 1-800-222-1222. 
 Residents are also advised to keep 
pets out of water that may contain 
cyanobacteria. Do not allow pets to 
drink from the water or lick their fur 
after swimming in water containing a 
cyanobacteria bloom. Residents and pets 

that have contact with cyanobacteria 
should rinse with clean water as soon as 
possible. If pets experience symptoms 
that may be the result of exposure, 
contact a veterinarian immediately.
 Activities near, but not in or on, a 
lake or river such as camping, picnicking, 
biking, and hiking are not affected. With 
all activities, wash your hands with soap 
and water before eating if you have had 
contact with lake water or shore debris.
 For additional information about 
harmful algal blooms, please visit the 
Illinois EPA Harmful Algal Bloom 
website: https://www2.illinois.gov/epa/
topics/water-quality/monitoring/algal-
bloom/Pages/default.aspx 
 To report a human or animal illness 
from harmful algal bloom exposure, 
please visit the Illinois DPH Harmful  
Algal Bloom website: https://dph.illinois.
gov/topics-services/environmental-
health-protection/toxicology/harmful-
algal-blooms.html



 Driving down South Red Bank 
Road in my hometown of Evansville 
Indiana, on the way to my brothers’ 
boat slip on the Ohio River to 
ascertain whether he could move 
his boat, a thirty-foot behemoth to 
the boat’s summertime home, an old 
Gray colored tractor was parked on 
the side of the road with a for sale 
sign taped to the hood.  Against better 
judgement, we stopped to inquire.  
After all, this old TO – 30 Ferguson 
Tractor was about the same lineage 
as the one parked in my barn with a 
blown engine!  
   My brother, Scott, a mechanical 
genius, with his ownership of 
numerous old tractors both now and 
in the past, his analysis of the tractors’ 
condition would be very beneficial.  
The asking price was a little too 
steep for my tastes and no offer was 
tendered.  The matter was left alone.  
Scott’s opinion was that this was a 
decent old tractor. Several weeks 
went by when the tractor’s owner, 
now more willing to sell, called me 
and we negotiated a price to facilitate 
my purchase. Although my spouse 
was upset over my actions without 
prior discussion or approval from her 
– the deed had been done.  
   Having always been told, the 
Ferguson Tractor was superior to 
the versions sold by Ford Motor 
Company during the same era, I began 
to investigate the background of the 
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GREAT UNCLE 
FERGUSON?
By: David Herschelman

creator of the Ferguson tractor, Harry 
Ferguson.  My mother’s maiden 
name was also Ferguson.  Was she 
and therefore I of the same lineage?  
Famous ancestors were unknown to 
me as no past benefactors, particularly 
wealthy ones had surfaced to date!  
  The photograph of Harry 
Ferguson had a very close 
resemblance to my grandfather, 
Orville Ferguson.  Harry had been 
born in Ireland and my grandfathers’ 
past was of Irish descent.  
   My brother fetched the tractor 
and fronted the money for the 
purchase, a gutsy move considering 
my stingy, miserly reputation for 
repayment!   My guess, he was as 
interested in the tractor as I based 
on his inherent love of mechanical 
investigation. He adjusted the brakes, 
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installed reducer from 12 Volt to 6 
Volt to the coil so a 12 Volt battery 
could be used temporarily until full 
conversion to the 12 Volt system 
could be accomplished.  
   Within a couple of weeks, I 
retrieved the tractor and brought it 
to my barn in Decatur IL.  Now the 
overriding question was whether it 
should be painted and upgraded to 
my tastes?  Never mind the fact the 
machine had survived quite admirably 
to date since its’ creation in 1953 and 
would do so long after my demise!  
Besides, wasn’t the patina look the 
current trend in older vehicles and 
tractors?  After much consideration, 
the decision was made to give her 
a paint job at home for a minimum 
of cost.  After securing advice from 
my neighbor, a previous body shop 

Great Uncle Ferguson

manager and claims adjuster for State 
Farm Insurance who advised to give 
her a simple spray job using “Rattle 
Cans,” his term for spray cans!  
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   After determining the cost of 
that many spray cans, I again sought 
advice from my brother, Scott, 
who had experience in painting 
cars and old tractors.  His advice 
was to simply spray the unit after 
some preparation with Rustoleum 
Paint.  After determining this was as 
cheap as I could accomplish the task 
intended – a sixteen-dollar paint gun 
was purchased from the local Harbor 
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Freight store.  The gun probably 
made of “chineasium” would melt 
into oblivion after a year on the shelf 
after use!  No matter, as the gun was 
priced for throw away use. 
   For those not aware, the factory 
color for this machine was Ferguson 
Gray, a “battleship grey” description 
would be overly kind for this shade 
of color!  Even after new paint, 
the tractors’ appearance would not 

“wow” many onlookers!
   Although my research could not 
confirm a tie to my family history with 
Harry Ferguson – his background 
was quite remarkable as he is known 
as the creator of the modern tractor 
for his invention of the draft system 
and three-point hydraulic system still 
used on modern tractors of every size 
today.  Also determined, he partnered 
with Sherman Bros. Inc. in 1925, a 

company from my hometown of 
Evansville Indiana to manufacture 
and sell plows. 
  Proud of my purchase with the 
rookie paint job applied, I could not 
disprove the creator of this tractor 
was not of my genealogy either!  The 
sixty-nine-year-old machine will 
forever be a reminder of my past 
carrying the name of “Ferguson.”

New home in the barn for the 69 year old tractor.Final product with happy ownerOriginal condition
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WEED TOPPING
 There are times when heavier weeds 
can be a frustration for anglers.  They 
cast into a clump, and then get hung up, 
only to pull back a ton of the vegetation.  
That same vegetation can produce fish 
if properly fished with the right lure and 
technique, mainly “topping” the weeds.
 Many different lures can be used 
for weed topping, which range from 
crankbaits and spinnerbaits to jigs and 
soft plastics.  The trick is, knowing how 
deep the vegetation sets so that you can 
avoid dropping in too deep.  Of course, 
a topwater lure like a Blitz Phrog can 
always be used, but we are talking about 
fishing other types of lures with weed 
topping techniques.
 The two basic fish catching 
techniques for weed topping, is ticking 
the tops of the weeds, and jerking the 
lure loose from a slight hang up in no 
more than about a 2-to-4-inch drop into 
the weeds.  Both of these need lighter to 
no weight, and/or a faster retrieve speed.
 Here is how I would fish the four 
types of lures previously mentioned.

CRANKBAIT
 When using a billed crankbait one 
for shallower running is best, such as 
the Bill Lewis SB 57.  This is used at a 
speed just fast enough to bring it to the 
top of the weeds, and not get hung up.  If 
it does catch the weeds, pop it loose and 
let it drift to the surface.  Many times, 
the strike comes as it is drifting upward 
with a natural wobble.
 A lipless crankbait, such as a Rat-L-
Trap is used with a fast retrieve.  It is also 
best to use the smaller 1/8 to ¼-ounce sizes.  
The ½-ounce size will fall too quickly 
unless it is used for deeper weed beds.  With 
this sort of crankbait, keep it above the 
weeds, and if it does happen to catch one, 
jerk it loose quickly and keep cranking.

SPINNERBAIT
 A spinnerbait is fairly much fished 
like the lipless crankbait, and the sizes 
are also the same.  It can be slow rolled 
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with the smaller 1/8-ounce size, but 
still keep it up to the top.  Also, a trailer 
of some sort can be a great benefit for 
adding buoyancy and density.  It also 
helps for holding scent or adding it in the 
case of Power Baits and Natural Forage 
Baits with Kick’N Bass Attractants.

JIGS
 Jigs are sort of a cross between 
fishing a plastic worm/tube/craw and 
a spinnerbait.  A jig like the 1/8-ounce 
Blitz Finesse Jig is perfect, but the 
¼-ounce Spyder Jig can be used when a 
little extra weight is needed.
 Swimming and pumping the jig is 
the best way to fish it over the weeds.  If 
it catches on to some weeds do like the 
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others and jerk it loose.  Then let if fall 
slightly before continuing the retrieve 
being used.
 A trailer is almost a “must have” 
on the jig.  With the lighter weight I’ll 
use something like a Lil’ Killer or Drop 
Shad to make it look more like a bait fish 
and use a white jig.  I’ll also use a black/
blue jig with an old Mann’s Auger Frog 
or smaller double curl tail grub.  On the 
heavier jig I’ll go almost exclusively 
with a NFB Mad Craw.

SOFT PLASTICS
 This is a category that has a ton of 

possibilities from worms and tubes to 
jerk baits and swim baits.
 With worms and tubes, I’ll Texas rig 
them for the most part with a Daiichi or 
Xpoint worm hook for worms and XGap 
or Fat Gap for tubes, so that they are very 
sharp to help with an easier hook set.  The 
lightest weight possible is used, even to 
the point of having no weight.  Using this 
rig the worm/tube can be worked slowly 
with a swim, hop, or, sometimes, crawl, 
especially without a weight.  Any hang 
up encountered can be popped loose, and 
then allowed to fall back, at which time a 

High winds making waves that were 
crashing over grass weeds, made it 

necessary to use something with enough 
weight to keep the lure down to the tops of 
the weeds with a fast retrieve and flash.  So, 
the Casey’s Runner Head was rigged with a 

NFB FT Shad to do the job.

Submerged weeds can be found in pockets 
and at the edge of surface weeds and moss.  

This is a good place to use a 
NFB FT Shad rigged on a Daiichi 

Copperhead hook and dropped from the 
edge of the surface weeds to tick the tops 

of the submerged weeds.



lot of strikes take place.
 Worms/tubes can also be used with 
a jig head for swimming and pumping, 
making sure not to allow it to go too 
deeply, if at all, into the weeds.  For this 
I like using a NFB 4-inch R4 Finesse 
Worm or 7-inch RT7 Ribbon Tail Worm, 
rigged with a B-Fish-N H20 head in the 
lightest possible weight.
 Jerk Baits, like the NFB RT Shad, 
are my favorites for weed topping.  
These are rigged on a Daiichi Bleeding 
Bait Copperhead hook, or for weighted 
use, a Butt Dragger hook.  They are then 
used with a finger jigging technique, 
when using spinning tackle, slow steady 
swim, or twitch-and-pause.  This will 
hang up the least in the weeds and can 
provide some great explosive action.  
I’ll also use the RT Shad on a Casey’s 
Runner Head or Blitz Pro Under Spin, 
and fish it much like the spinnerbait, as it 
has a willow blade on the bottom to add 
some flash.
 My second favorite is the NFB 
Swim Bait rigged on a Blitz Swim Head, 
Casey’s Runner Head, or B-Fish-N H20 
Precision head, if I need a lighter weight.  
In most cases I’ll use a steady swimming 
retrieve to put the swimming tail action 
to full use, but at times will allow it to 
have a short pump, with it being jerked 
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UPDATED RUSS BAILEY SIGNATURE SERIES
A fixture in the crappie market for 2 decades,
Russ is now host of the popular Brushpile 
Fishing TV show, the highest rated crappie
show.  This rod is made of high-modulus, 
secret recipe graphite (sensitive and strong),
and has great rod aesthetics.  Spinning guides

on both lengths allows fishermen to cast this rod.  This rod feature stainless steel
guides, line-depth markers placed in 1-ft increments and also features a 
100% Portuguese cork handle.
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graphite.  This rod features ceramic inserts, a bottom reel seat, and a 
contoured handle made of 100% Portuguese cork.
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loose from any hang ups, as is done with 
most all of the lures mentioned.
 I’ve found submerged grass and 
coontail weeds to be the best, as others, 
like water cabbage, are normally directly 
on the surface.  Of course, there are times 
when the grass and coontail are also on 
the surface.  Another time to use “weed 
topping” is when the water level goes up 

after a storm, and the weeds that were on 
the surface are suddenly underwater.
 As the weeds start growing, or are 
found to be subsurface, think about 
giving them a bit of “topping”.
 Check out my YouTube video on 
the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales/Shoot ‘N’ Plink 
channel about this subject where I’m 
using the NFB FT Shad with the Daiichi 

Bleeding Bait Copperhead hook.  You 
can also see this same video on the 
Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales channel on Juxxi, 
which is a new Internet video network 
where you can find all sorts of videos 
including a lot of your favorite shooting 
and fishing hosts.
 Until next time, get out on the water 
and enjoy a great day of fishing.

An NFB green shad Swim Bait, rigged on a 
Blitz Swim Head, and worked over the tops 
of heavy submerged grass weeds, helped 

land this nice bass.

A ¼-ounce Blitz Spyder Jig rigged with a 
NFB Mad Craw and swam over the tops 

of submerged grass and coontail was 
responsible for this 4-pound bass.

This shows why one of Dan Galusha’s 
favorite lures for “topping weeds” 

is a NFB green shad Swim Bait on a 
Blitz Swim Head.
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DEVILS LAKE GOOD FISHING NOW; EVEN 
BETTER IN COMING WEEKS
 The Devils Lake open-water fishing 
season kicked off to rave reviews.  Rising 
water levels (projected 4-foot rise) created 
thousands of new “hot spots” for walleyes.
 Devils Lake, North Dakota is known 
for its abundance of walleyes, walleye guide 
services, dozens of resorts, lodges and motels, 
and a community that lives and breathes 
walleyes.  It may be the official language.  At 
least that’s what regulars and first-timers talk 
when on the lake or only dreaming about this 
walleye mecca.
  Visitors are startled to learn that the 
lake now covers approximately 165,000 
acres.  That’s equal to 150,000 football 
fields.  The lake consists of many sections 
separated by bridges with bays reaching back 
into the prairies.  Walleyes love the rising water 
and call many of these new locales “home.”
  So do fishermen.  They cast lures or slip-
bobber these new-found waters and are now 
finding walleyes tucked up into the shallow 
and WARM water.  Northern pike, another 
willing Devils Lake participant, inhabit the 

same areas.  White bass may also be ready to 
attack here or in about any depth.
  Guide, educator and walleye champion 
Johnnie Candle advised newbies on the lake 
to exercise caution.  The mid-lake or mid-
bays are traditionally safe for boating.  But, 
when aiming for the back bays or shorelines, 
use common sense and slow down.  Be 
mindful of your electronics; keep eyes wide 
open.  Oh, Candle said, “Slow down!”  One of 
the tricks to his guiding success is watching 
his screen and when he finds fish deeper, he 
stops and fishes them.  
 In his 40 years of on-water experience, 
Candle summed up Devils Lake saying, 
“It’s the same as any natural lake, only 
different.”  Refining his thinking, he said 
Devils Lake holds weeds, rocks, sand, 
transitions and man-made structures like 
roadbeds.  “Submerged roads are like any 
reef, only longer and straighter.  An old 
(now underwater) stock pond is a deep hole 
with rocks on the sides.  Shorelines are 
shorelines,” he said.
  June means shallow-water fishing.  Back 
bays warm quickest.  As the month moves 
along the main-lake warms.  “A person could 

fish in less than 10-feet all month,” Candle 
said with decades of time on the lake.  “Jigs 
with plastic trailers or crankbaits dominate 
in June.  Slip-bobbers with leeches also take 
their share of fish.”
  In July, walleyes move to deeper edges of 
flats or isolated rock humps.  He can be seen 
trolling bottom-bouncers and spinners with 
crawlers or GULP!  Or, he fishes vertically.  
  Candle also directs the Chamber Walleye 
Tournament, an event with 40-plus years of 
memories built into it.  This year, the event 
will again be a homecoming for friendly 
competitors.  “Contestants relied on the eastern 
portions of the lake in recent years.  With 
higher water, the old haunts to the west could 
come back into play,” he mused.
  The tournament that many call their 
favorite time on the water occurs June 24 – 
26.  Based at Graham’s Island State Park, a 
$6,500 first prize is guaranteed.  Better yet 
-- if it fills with 125 boats by June 16, the 
payout increases by $1,500.  The biggest 
walleyes each day are worth $500 for first; 
$250 for second and $250 for third.  The 
largest walleye will be mounted by Pooh’s 
Taxidermy.  A host of additional prizes are 

waiting to be netted.  
  Local sponsors make this tournament 
bigger and bigger each season. A banquet 
meal occurs at the Rules and Registration 
meeting June 24.  Lunches are provided for 
all boats daily.  Following Saturday’s weigh-
in, Deutz Fishing promotions will conduct 
a free youth fishing seminar.  The first 50 
youngsters will receive a rod and reel.  Entry 
forms, tournament details, photos and past 
winners are featured on the Chamber website.
 DEVILSLAKEND.COM is the best 
source for the Chamber Walleye Tournament, 
guide service listings, up-to-date fishing and 
access/launch reports, water levels, lodging at 
motels, cabins, resorts, casino, plus community 
and lake activities and much more.
 Website Link: https://devilslakend.com/
blog/2022/05/31/devils-lake-good-fishing-
now-even-better-in-coming-week



This report represents some events the 
OLE handled over the weeks of 

Dec. 1-15, 2021; however, it does not 
include all actions taken by the Office of 

Law Enforcement. 

Northwest Zone / District 1 – Sgt. Steven 
Beltran (CPO Hoftender, CPO McKune, 
CPO Peecher, CPO Posateri, CPO Priest, 
CPO Meinders, CPO Zigler) (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, 
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson, Whiteside) 
JODAVIESS COUNTY 
CPO Swanson concluded an investigation 
into a buck taken illegally in Ward’s 
Grove Nature Preserve in Stockton. It was 
determined a 23-year-old Freeport man took 
the buck in Ward’s Grove which only allows 
the harvest of does. The 8 point buck was 
seized and the man was cited for taking an 
antlered deer in an antlerless-only area and 
given written warnings for reporting the buck 
for the incorrect county harvested and failure 

to report harvest by 10 PM. CPO Swanson 
also issued the following warnings for two 
deer previously harvested: 2 falsifications of 
deer harvest record, 2 failure to report harvest 
by 10 PM, failure to obtain habitat stamp, and 
2 illegal possession of deer. 
CPO Swanson was conducting firearm deer 
enforcement when she encountered two Iowa 
residents hunting private land. One man stated 
he harvested a buck earlier that morning. The 
two men failed to obtain hunting licenses and 
habitat stamps as required and were using 
resident deer firearm permits. The harvested 
10-point buck was seized and the man was 
issued a citation for no valid non-resident 
permit. The hunter also took a deer the 
previous month without a resident hunting 
license or habitat stamp. Total warnings 
issued: 1 warning no valid permit non-
resident hunter, 3 warnings failure to obtain 
a non-resident hunting license, 3 warnings 
failure to obtain non-resident habitat stamp, 2 
warnings permit falsification. The two men’s 
resident deer permits were also seized. 
Northwest Zone / District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 
(CPO Alvarez-Gerbino, CPO Engledow, 
CPO Kaufman, CPO Leannah, CPO 
Martin, CPO Murry, CPO Pankey, CPO 
Roesch, CPO Stanbary, CPO Swanson, 
CPO Wagner) (Counties: Boone, Bureau, 
DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam, Winnebago) 
BUREAU COUNTY 
CPO Engledow and CPO Wagner were 
patrolling Bureau county for Muzzleloader 
deer hunters when they heard a gunshot on 
the backside of timber property. After a short 

time of configuring the location and driving 
around the property, they located a truck 
parked on the property. CPO Engledow and 
CPO Wagner conducted a compliance check 
on the individuals, and it was discovered it 
was a father and a son (father did not have 
fully required 400 sq in Blaze Orange). The 
deer were not tagged, and the individual 
admitted to shooting a doe then shortly 
thereafter, shooting an 8 pt. buck. The 
subject only had one E/S Muzzleloader 
permit for the season. The subject was issued 
two WWs for Failure to tag deer and Failure 
to wear Required Blaze Orange. The subject 
was also issued a citation for Unlawful Take 
of 8pt Whitetail Deer. 8pt buck was seized. 
PUTNAM COUNTY 
While conducting waterfowl enforcement 
in Putnam County, CPO Stanbary checked 
a group of hunters hunting from a duck 
blind on Swan Lake. During the check, it 
was discovered that a Michigan hunter was 
hunting without a valid non-resident hunting 
license. Additionally, another hunter in the 
group did not have his hunting license in 
possession or his Federal Migratory Bird 
Stamp properly affixed to his license. A third 
hunter was found to have not affixed his 
Federal Stamp to his hunting license either. 
One Ticket and three written warnings were 
issued to the group. 
Northwest Zone / District 7, Sgt. Scott Avery 
(CPO Elliot, CPO Finn, CPO Gerard, CPO 
Lazzell, CPO Thompson) (Counties: Fulton, 
Henderson, Knox, Marshall, McDonough, 
Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, Warren, Woodford) 

FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson responded to a complaint 
of unlawful shining of deer in rural Fulton 
County. Two young suspects were identified 
and interviewed and confessed to the 
allegations. CPO Thompson explained 
the reason for the law against this activity. 
Written warnings were issued. 
CPO Thompson conducted an investigation 
into suspicion of falsification of a harvest 
report. CPO Thompson received information 
suggesting a Canton man falsified a 2021 
harvest report. CPO Thompson conducted an 
interview and received a confession to falsify 
a harvest report. CPO Thompson counseled 
the young hunter on the importance of 
providing accurate harvest reports. Written 
warnings were issued. 
WARREN COUNTY 
CPO Jarrod Elliott, CPO Brad Thompson, 
and Sgt Scott Avery conducted a covert 
detail in rural Warren County. The detail 
was conducted at the culmination of an 
investigation into allegations of unlawful 
poaching activity. In recent weeks, CPOs 
received numerous complaints referencing 
trespassing and hunting by use or aid of a 
motor vehicle. CPOs conducted an in-depth 
look into the method of operation and the 
area being utilized by the poacher. On the day 
of the detail, CPOs set up surveillance and 
placed a department-issued robotic decoy. In 
the early afternoon hours, Sgt Avery advised 
a vehicle was on the roadway traveling 
slowly towards the decoy. CPO Thompson 
was in position nearby to document the 
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CPO Reports . . . continued
actions of the driver of the vehicle. CPO 
Thompson observed the suspect approach 
the decoy on the adjacent township road and 
slow to a stop. At this time, the suspect fired 
twice from the roadway and a third time from 
the field, hitting the decoy all three times. 
The suspect put two shotgun slug holes in 
the body and one in the head of the decoy. 
With the assistance of SGT Avery, CPOs 
apprehended the suspect in the field near the 
decoy. The suspect was transported to the 
Warren County Jail. The suspect provided 
a full confession, including additional 
violations including the unlawful take of two 
bucks over the limit during the 2021 deer 
season. CPO Jamie Posateri assisted in the 
investigation and seized 4 racks of whitetail 
bucks unlawfully taken by the suspect. 
Several citations and written warnings were 
issued and two firearms were seized. 
While on patrol, CPO Thompson and CPO 
Elliott observed a UTV parked on the 
roadway involved in a deer drive. CPOs 
conducted a compliance check on a group 
of hunters in rural Warren County. During 
the check, it was determined one of the 
hunters was using an unplugged shotgun. 
Additionally, the second young hunter was 
hunting without valid permits and admitted 
to taking a buck and using a friend’s permit 
to tag the deer. 
WOODFORD COUNTY 
While conducting a night hunting detail in 
conjunction with Illinois’ 2nd firearm deer 

season, CPO Sanford located an individual 
utilizing a handheld spotlight from a motor 
vehicle in rural Woodford County. At the time 
of the stop, the suspect vehicle was stopped 
in the roadway and the occupant was still 
utilizing a handheld spotlight to illuminate a 
field of the driver’s side of the vehicle. 
During the course of the stop, CPO Sanford 
and assisting officers located a handheld 
spotlight on the front, passenger seat of 
the vehicle. Officers also discovered an 
unloaded, 5.56 caliber semi-automatic rifle 
laying on top of an open gun case directly 
behind the center console/driver’s seat of the 
vehicle. A 10-round magazine containing 7 
(5.56 cal.) rifle rounds was also discovered 
on the driver’s side dashboard of the vehicle. 
Both the rifle and loaded magazine were 
easily accessible to the driver of the vehicle. 
CPO Sanford interviewed the driver and sole 
occupant of the vehicle. The individual made 
several admissions to utilizing the spotlight 
and hunting from the vehicle/roadway. The 
individual was issued 6 citations for the 
following violations: Unlawfully hunt by 
use/aid of motor vehicle Unlawful use of a 
handheld light from a motor vehicle (to hunt 
game animals) Unlawfully hunt (whitetail 
deer) after legal shooting hours Unlawfully 
hunt from a roadway Unlawful transportation 
of an uncased firearm Unlawful stopping/
parking in the roadway As a result of the stop, 
(1) 5.56 cal. rifle with the case, magazine, and 
5.56 cal. rounds and (1) handheld spotlight 
were seized as evidence. 
Central Zone / District 9, Sgt. Eric Myers 

(CPO Blakeley, CPO Blazinic, CPO 
Goetten, CPO Gushleff, CPO Jansen, 
CPO Olroyd & CPO Wheatley) (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike, & Schuyler) 
JERSEY COUNTY 
CPO Aaron Jansen and CPO Michael Goetten 
stopped a truck for speeding the day after 
the second firearm deer season. The driver 
was an Alabama resident claiming to be in 
town visiting friends at a hunting camp. The 
subject did not possess any permits or license 
to hunt. He was in possession of deer parts, 
duck parts, three shotguns, and camouflage 
clothing, but continuously denied hunting 
in Illinois. Additional interviews were 
conducted. The driver and an acquaintance 
were ultimately cited for the unlawful take of 
the deer. 
MACOUPIN COUNTY 
CPO Aaron Jansen and CPO Michael Goetten 
stopped a subject driving out of a field at 
night. The driver possessed two loins from a 
deer. He admitted to not tagging his harvest 
and only taking the loins. He was cited. 
CPO Gushleff is conducting several 
investigations on deer hunting complaints 
in Macoupin County. One investigation is 
almost completed on an out-of-state subject 
who has been falsifying his residency to 
obtain resident licenses and permits. This 
investigation has been open for several years, 
and finally is coming to an end. The subject is 
going to be cited with multiple citations, and 
could have his hunting privileges suspended. 
Central Zone / District 10, Sgt. William 
Gilmer (CPO Filipiak, CPO Gerdes, 
CPO McClenning, CPO Snodgrass, CPO 
Thornley, CPO Wahlbrink, CPO Wright) 

(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon, & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
CPO Thornley conducted Firearm deer 
enforcement of JEPC. CPO Thornley 
checked a deer hunter who was returning to 
his truck. CPO Thornley observed the man 
did not have on blaze orange. The hunter also 
did not have his deer permit in his possession. 
CPO Thornley issued a citation to the hunter 
for not possessing his deer permit, written 
warnings were issued for the other violations. 
CPO Thornley checked two hunters at 
JEPC, upon reviewing their permits, it was 
determined the hunters did not have the site-
specific deer permits as required. The two 
hunters were issued a citation for unlawfully 
deer hunting with no valid permit. 
MORGAN COUNTY 
CPO Snodgrass received a complaint of 
hunting without permission. When he arrived 
at the property, he was unable to locate the 
subjects. He relocated to a nearby house 
where he heard a gunshot. Upon arriving 
at the residence, he found 3 subjects target 
shooting in the backyard. Upon interviewing 
the subjects, it was determined all 3 subjects 
had been deer hunting. Two of the subjects 
did not possess deer tags, hunting licenses, 
or habitat stamps. The third subject did not 
possess a hunting license or habitat stamp. 
The subjects were educated on hunting rules 
and regs and issued citations and warnings 
for the violations. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPOs Wahlbrink and Thornley completed an 
investigation involving teenagers possibly 
hunting from a roadway during the firearm 
deer season. During an interview, the 
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teenagers admitted to coyote hunting during 
the closed season, using a spotlight from a 
vehicle, and shooting an opossum near the 
roadway with a rifle. Two of the individuals 
were issued citations for unlawfully 
attempting to take coyotes during closed 
season and a third was cited for unlawfully 
using a light from a vehicle. Numerous 
warnings were also issued. 
CPO Snodgrass received a complaint from 
a landowner whose dog had got caught in a 
leghold trap. After investigation, 14 leghold 
traps were found on the property. 10 of the 
traps were illegally placed around exposed 
bait, none of the traps had trap tags with 
owner information. A subject was located 
and cited for Trapping on land without 
permission, no trap tags, and placing traps 
within 30ft of exposed bait. The subject also 
received several written warnings for other 
trapping violations. 
Central Zone / District 11, Sgt. Dan Greuel 
(CPO Barnes, CPO Hyatt, CPO Mieure, 
CPO Miller, & CPO Moody, CPO Viverito) 
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, Shelby) 
CLARK COUNTY 
CPO Willand located a nonresident hunter from 
Wyoming who was actively hunting during the 
second firearm season. The Wyoming hunter 
was found to only possess archery permits. 
CPO Willand made contact with the hunter and 
his son. CPO Willand issued one citation and 3 
written warnings to the individual. 
Central Zone / District 19, ACTING Sgt. Matt 
Graden (CPO Ausmus, CPO Graden, CPO 

Reeves, CPO Sanford, CPO Z. Williams, 
& CPO Workman) (Counties: Champaign, 
DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, 
McLean, Piatt, Vermilion,) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Noah Workman received a phone call 
to self-report the illegal take of a whitetail 
deer. CPO Workman met with the subject 
and interviewed him. The subject admitted 
to taking the third buck and using his son’s 
deer tag to check the deer in. CPO Workman 
issued 3 citations and 2 WW to the subject 
and seized the antlers from the deer. 
CPO Ausmus cited an archery deer hunter 
for being a Child Sexual Predator in a state 
park. The hunter was contacted and identified 
while walking back to his vehicle. The hunter 
claimed that he believed he could hunt in the 
park but admitted to being found guilty of the 
same offense in McLean County in January 
2021. The hunter is facing a class 4 felony as 
this is his second offense, the case is ongoing 
in Dewitt County Court. 
IROQUOIS COUNTY 
CPO Elliot interviewed a subject believed to be 
involved in deer hunting violations in Iroquois 
county. At the conclusion of the interview, it 
was discovered that the subject used another’s 
permit to tag a harvested buck during archery 
season and harvested but failed to tag/report 
(2) additional deer during the second gun 
season. Citations were issued for unlawful 
use of another’s permits, unlawful possession 
of illegally taken wildlife, and failure to tag 
harvested deer. Antlers and illegally harvested 
deer were seized. 

MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Workman responded to a complaint of 
hunting without permission. CPO Workman 
found the hunter and found him to be legal. 
While in the area, CPO Workman found 
2 vehicles parked in an area favorable for 
deer hunting. CPO Workman discovered 
both vehicles had indicators they were 
hunting and found neither vehicle’s owner 
possessed valid firearm deer permits for 
McLean County. CPO Workman waited and 
interviewed both subjects as they exited the 
field from their hunt. One subject claimed to 
not be engaged in hunting, but after a brief 
interview, confessed to ditching his firearm 
while exiting the field. Both subjects were 
issued 1 citation. 
CPO Reeves participated in an air-ops detail 
with the Illinois State Police and several 
Conservation Police officers. CPO Reeves 
flew in the plane during the detail and operated 
the FLIR camera to assist ground units in 
contacting hunters or vehicles. During the 
detail, the plane observed a vehicle utilizing 

a spotlight to illuminate fields. The officers in 
the plane guided ground units to the vehicle 
to conduct a stop. The stop resulted in officers 
locating a man spotlighting with an uncased 
rifle in the vehicle. Several citations were 
issued and the rifle and spotlight were seized. 
PIATT COUNTY 
CPO Ausmus followed up on a complaint of 
deer carcasses dumped in an agricultural field 
without landowner permission. There were 
8 carcasses in total, one headless buck and 
one doe, both were field dressed but neither 
had any usable meat removed. CPO Ausmus 
canvassed the area and spoke to several 
homeowners and developed a possible 
suspect. The hunter initially admitted to 
dumping 4 deer carcasses but later admitted 
to dumping 7. The hunter claimed the buck 
had been gut shot and not recovered until the 
next morning and had a stench. The hunter 
believed the meat was spoiled but made no 
attempts to harvest any of it. The hunter 
admitted that the doe was taken in Shelby 
County but never tagged or reported. The 

BLUE RIDGEBLUE RIDGE
CUSTOM BOATSCUSTOM BOATS

618-535-5600618-535-5600
BlueRidgeMetal@frontier.comBlueRidgeMetal@frontier.com

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 4:00pm • Saturday 7:00am – 12:00pm
Sunday Closed

Blue Ridge Road, Hardin, IL

July 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  53



MON-SAT: 8AM-10PM • SUN: 12PM - 7PM

SPORTLAND LIQUORS
IN CHRISTOPHER, IL AT HWY 14W

(618) 724-4332

PICK UP A PARTY GIFT BASKET!

* FREE ICE *
WITH BEVERAGE PURCHASE

(Must Have Cooler)

START YOUR REND LAKE VACATION AT: 

PRIVATE GAME ROOM WITH 6 VIDEO GAMING MACHINES
LIVE BAIT • WORMS • CRICKETS

COLDEST BEER AROUND!
FULL SERVICE LIQUOR STORE

CPO Reports . . . continued

Oldest and Most Reliable Lumber, Rental Center and Hardware Company 
in the Midwest Since 1873

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES
BLUEPRINT SERVICES AVAILABLE

Mon- Fri. 7:30am – 5:00pm • Sat. 8:00am – 12:00pm
1009 SR 97 • Havana, IL

309-543-2251
PLEASE LIKE US ON FACEBOOK, SEARCH LA CROSSE LUMBER- HAVANA

(309) 342-0044
gunfyr1@gallatinriver.net • Thomas W. Rosenberg - Proprietor

TOM’S GUN SHOPPE INC.
894 S. SEMINARY ST. • GALESBURG, IL

New & Used Guns • Black Powder 
Supplies • Catalog Orders

Serving West Central Illinois for over 20 Years

hunter stated he just got lazy and didn’t 
attempt to butcher the doe and just dumped 
it and the buck in the field. The hunter was 
issued six citations and multiple warnings in 
three counties. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Sanford completed a month-long 
investigation regarding trespass violations, 
as well as hunting deer by use/aid of bait and 
the unlawful harvest of multiple deer over 
said bait in Vermilion County. CPO Sanford 
was able to locate a suspect who was issued 
multiple citations for the unlawful harvest 
of two whitetail deer and other violations 
to the IL Wildlife Code. As a result of the 
investigation, (1) 8-pt whitetail buck, (1) 
ladder stand, and (3) cellular trail cameras 
were seized from the suspect. 
CPO Sanford received a court disposition 
regarding a case involving the unlawful 
harvest of a bobcat in Vermilion County. 
The primary defendant was found guilty and 
ordered to pay $1200 in fines. The secondary 
defendant was also found guilty and ordered 
to pay $500 in fines. The bobcat, which was 
seized as evidence, was awarded to the IL 
Department of Natural Resources. 
Southern Zone / District 13, ACTING Sgt. 
Matthew Lentz (CPO Binsbacher, CPO 
Charles, CPO French, CPO Gerdes, CPO 
Lentz, CPO Leibl, CPO Macias, CPO 
Ray, CPO Schachner, CPO Sievers, CPO 

Waigand, CPO Wichern) (Counties: Bond, 
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias and a USFWS agent are 
investigating a complaint involving a 
business illegally selling waterfowl mounts. 
The two are currently working together 
along with an Illinois-based business that is 
suspected of selling mounted waterfowl to 
individuals at an auction site. 
MADISON COUNTY 
CPO Wichern cited (4) different archery 
deer hunters on Gabaret Island for several 
violations including hunting without a 
license or an IL Habitat stamp, transporting 
uncased archery equipment, hunting without 
permits in possession & failure to display 
a window permit on the Chouteau Island 
hunting complex. CPO Wichern cited a 
muzzleloader deer hunter for failing to wear 
a 400” blaze orange hat & vest while in his 
deer stand, and for not directly supervising 
his 15yr old son who did not possess a FOID 
card and was also hunting without wearing 
his blaze orange in the stand. 
CPO Ray received a complaint of a subject 
walking on state ground open only to archer 
deer hunting, Subject hunting squirrels during 
muzzleloader season without blaze orange, no 
hunting license, and wanted on a warrant for 
Failure to Appear. The subject was given a ride 
to Madison County Jail and received supper. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 

CPO Binsbacher encountered 2 individuals in 
the field during 2nd firearm season that had 
no valid deer tags, resident privileges as non-
residents, no blaze orange, hunting over bait 
(corn), loaded firearm in a vehicle, and no 
trapping license or labeled traps while trapping; 
appropriate enforcement action was taken. 
Southern Zone / District 14, Sgt. Marc 
Folden (CPO Jourdan, CPO Knop, CPO 
Lewis, CPO Schoenhoff, CPO Tapley, 
CPO K. Williams & CPO T. Williams) 
(Counties: Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jefferson, Perry, Saline, & White) 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO K. Williams and CPO Lewis heard 
gunshots in the vicinity of the waterfowl rest 
area at Pyramid State Park. Upon further 
investigation, a vehicle was located near the 
waterfowl rest area. Two hunters were found 
in the field which is a restricted area. One 
of the hunters had shot an 8-point whitetail 
buck. The whitetail buck was seized, and the 
meat was taken to a local meat processor. The 
meat was then donated to local food pantries 
courtesy of Beacoup Bottoms Whitetails 
Unlimited Chapter. The cape and antlers were 
seized as evidence. Citations were issued to 
both hunters that illegally entered and hunted 
a designated waterfowl rest area. 
WHITE COUNTY 
CPO Schoenhoff received a complaint of 2 
subjects hunting without permission in White 
County. The subjects were contacted and 
admitted to hunting on the property without 

permission. During the investigation, other 
violations were found and the subject was 
issued citations for Unlawful hunting without 
permission and Unlawful use of a firearm deer 
permit in the wrong county. Written warnings 
were also issued for Unlawful hunting 
without permission (parental responsibility) 
and Unlawful hunting without a valid permit 
(parental responsibility). 
Southern Zone / District 15, Sgt. Timothy 
Buhnerkempe (CPO Hyatt, CPO Roper, 
CPO Roundcount, CPO Skelton, CPO Smith, 
CPO Swindle, CPO Taylor & CPO Willand) 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 
Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 
Marion, Richland, Wabash, & Wayne) 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
CPO Willand along with CPO Roper 
performed a compliance check on two coyote 
hunters. Both coyote hunters were found to 
have either uncased or loaded firearms in a 
vehicle. Both individuals were cited. 
CPO Roper and CPO Viverito were on patrol 
in Fayette Co. just south of the Shelby Co. 
Line when they observed a vehicle driving up 
and down the road appearing to shine deer. 
CPOs discovered the driver was attempting 
to locate her husband to pick him up from 
hunting. Hunter was located and found to 
not have permits in possession. While on the 
stop CPOs observed an ATV approaching 
their location unlawfully operating on the 
roadway. CPOs made contact with the driver 
of the ATV and learned the individual was 
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traveling to the coyote hunt. Coyote night 
hunting is closed during firearm deer season. 
CPOs found the rifle on the ATV (a .308 
rifle) to be loaded in the ATV. Original hunter 
was issued a citation for no deer permit in 
possession. The driver of the ATV was issued 
a citation for Loaded firearm in a motor 
vehicle, and unlawfully coyote hunting 
during the closed season. 
CPO Roper was on patrol in Fayette County 
when he observed a vehicle driving slowly 
through a rural area after dark in a known 
road hunting area. While following the 
vehicle CPO Roper observed the vehicle 
maneuvering its headlights off the roadway 
to attempt to shine deer. CPO Roper also 
observed the driver of the vehicle using 
a headlamp as a spotlight out the driver’s 
window to actively shine deer in the field, 
while stopped on the roadway. CPO Roper 
conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle to 
address the violations. The firearms were 
found to be cased and unloaded. The driver 
of the vehicle admitted to having just left 
hunting, and had no permits for himself or 
the juvenile passenger on his person. The 
driver of the vehicle was cited for no valid 
deer permit in possession and issued written 
warnings for unlawfully shining deer, permit 
not in possession (parental responsibility), 
and possess another’s permit in the field. 
CPO Roper and CPO Willand were on night-
time wildlife patrol in Fayette County when 
they observed two individuals coyote hunting. 
CPOs Conducted a hunter compliance check 
on the hunters as they exited their vehicle to 
set up to call for coyotes. CPOs learned the 
passenger of the vehicle had a loaded firearm 
in the vehicle, and the driver had an uncased 
firearm in the vehicle. CPOs issued both 
subjects citations for the violations. 
MARION COUNTY 
On December 14, CPO Swindle received a 
notification of a possible poaching incident in 
Altamont. CPO Swindle arrived on the scene 
and interviewed the two subjects who were 
seen shooting from their vehicle by Altamont 
PD. One subject was cited for hunting by 
use of a motor vehicle, transportation of 
an uncased firearm, and shooting from a 
roadway. The second subject was cited for 
hunting from a vehicle and uncased firearm 
as an accessory. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Skelton investigated a case where 2 
deer were dumped in rural Wayne County, 
and not properly processed. CPO Skelton 
located the subject at fault and issued him a 
citation for Wanton waste. The subject was 
further educated on the appropriate portions 
of the carcass that needed to be taken. 
Southern Zone / District 16, Sgt. Kristin 
Taylor (CPO G. Anderson, CPO Johnson, 
CPO Somers, CPO Spinka, CPO Teas, 
CPO Vasicek, CPO Wilkinson, CPO Wolf) 
(Counties: Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Union, & Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPOs Lewis and Somers cited a Jackson 
County resident for unlawful take of a bobcat. 
The hunter informed the CPOs he was coyote 

hunting at night and using a thermal scope 
when he shot the bobcat. The bobcat came 
into his rabbit caller, and when the hunter 
shot it from a distance of approximately 20 
yards. The hunter said he thought it was a 
coyote. After killing the cat, he disposed 
of it in a nearby creek. He did not possess 
a valid bobcat permit. The CPOs issued 
him citations for unlawful take of a bobcat 
without a permit, unlawful possession of a 
bobcat, and failure to report a bobcat harvest. 
CPO G. Anderson responded with the Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office to a complaint of 
a bullet going through a residence near 
Murphysboro during firearm deer season. 
CPO Anderson arrived at the residence and 
saw bullet holes in 2 of the walls of the 
living room. CPO Anderson then located the 
hunter who was responsible for the damage. 
The hunter shot over a public roadway while 
striking the residence. A citation was issued 
and Jackson County provided a follow-up 
report on the incident. 
JOHNSON COUNTY 
CPO Prasun has been working on an 
extensive investigation where numerous deer 
were killed illegally over four years. This 
investigation involved at least four offenders 
and occurred in Johnson County along with 
another county in northern Illinois. CPO 
Prasun recently obtained charges in Johnson 
County for the main offender in this case. The 
charges consisted of nine counts of Unlawful 
Take of Whitetail Deer along with one 
count of a violation of the Firearm Owner’s 
Identification Act. Charges are pending for 
the remaining offenders in this case. 
CPO Teas cited two deer hunters in Johnson 
County. One of the hunters killed a buck and 
a doe during firearm deer season and used the 
other hunter’s permit to tag the doe. 
MASSAC COUNTY 
CPO Wolf is working in conjunction with a 
Missouri Conservation Agent on a falsified 
residency case where a Missouri resident has 
been receiving Illinois resident landowner 
tags and license on property he does not own 
for over 15 years. In addition to the residency 
fraud, the individual has harvested deer most 
years on the illegally obtained tags including 
6 large antlered deer. Charges on the case are 
currently pending. 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
CPO Johnson observed a subject driving 
down a dead-end road in Williamson 
County. He was observed pulling into field 
entrances and slowly going down the road. 
CPO Johnson staged his squad and waited 
for the subject to approach his location. 
CPO Johnson stepped out and spoke with 
the subject. An uncased shotgun was located 
in the front seat. A further investigation led 
to the discovery of 2 eight points and 1 nine-
point deer taken illegally. CPO Johnson 
followed the subject to his home and seized 
the deer heads. He was cited for unlawful 
take of 2 8 point deer, Unlawful take with 
no valid permit, Unlawful take of more than 
2 antlered deer in a season, and failure to 
report harvest.
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NOW THAT IT’S BROKE, 
CAN IT BE FIXED?

 Shooter problem session: 
operation comes to an abrupt halt or 
alternatively has defective operation 
that does not render a gun useless, 
but incorrect cycling or function 
occurs when still firing or feeding/
ejecting. The level of failure angst is 
in direct proportion to how important 
this outing is expected to be. At 
an extended hunting or shooting 
competition trip, malfunctions will 
seem catastrophic compared to 
the same happening during casual 
practice at the local range. Many 
will understand the utility of taking a 
spare gun to the hunt or competition, 
and those choosing to be a level above 

that allows the first shell out to be fed 
but keeps the following shell inside 
the magazine, so no double feeding 
occurs (see picture 1). When you spot 
the vacancy in the lower part of the 
image set you know what is gone, but 
the locating stud being absent, that’s 
a unique situation. Sure, looks like a 
substantial mark where the spot weld 
should have held, but this being a 
camouflaged version, did they try to 
camo the gun before the spot weld 
procedure, and have the camo act as 
a barrier? A frustrated shooter would 

average will carry spare parts and/
or sub-assemblies and know how to 
install them to get back into the game.
 Imagine using a shotgun for 
occasional turkey hunting, just a 
couple shots per year after a while, 
and with less than 2 score shells there 
suddenly is a total jam. Bolt handle 
stuck almost all the way back, and 
definitely something wedged since it 
can’t be tapped forward with prudent 
effort in the field. Can’t find much more 
frustration than an almost new looking 
shotgun get out of commission,, right?
 When looking inside this 
mechanism, there should be a shell 
cut-off (seen at top image) in place 

like to know.
 Once the teardown commenced, 
the loose cutoff lever happened to 
show the spectacle it created by 
getting jammed into the spring tube 
components as seen at the yellow 
arrow adjacent to the yellow line (see 
picture 2). Entering that recess during 
the mechanical recoiling stroke had 
plenty of energy to force the lack of 
fit. The only piece of luck was the 
loose stud being inside the mechanism 
and that it fell out onto the bench, and 
not into the field grass, since at least 

Picture 1



here it might be possible to measure 
in case duplication was necessary. 
The back side of the stud is up and 
does not appear to have had a weld 
attachment fracture or peeling mark 
from popping off, just a smooth 
dome that is too much reminiscent 
of leftover camo film. The stud is 
only ¼” total diameter (by 1/8” 
high), so the spot for fusion could 
be not much over 1/8” for the weld 
to permanently affix. All examples 
had been obviously solidly attached 
in specimens previously seen here, so 
this is the first loose stud to arrive.
 The factory has a precision 
locating fixture and “reliable” 
attaching methodology, at least when 
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there is nothing blocking a good 
bond. Those of us on the outside 
don’t have the luxury of a specialized 
fixture, so how to get the location 
correct and have the parts work as 
expected, and also perhaps stay 
put, this time? Brazing or welding 
options would have plenty of heat to 
burn off some of the camouflage, so 
those choices (and toxic burnt plastic 
fumes generated) were going to be 
disfavored, so mechanical attachment 
would seem the best alternative. No 
adhesive should expect to hold a 1/8” 
spot securely, so let’s try a screw to 
get the item to remain in place, but 
work carefully to have the threaded 
hole close enough to factory location 
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for correct function.
 Surface preparation to remove 
threading burrs and any traces of 
camo film was important to ensure 
the screw and high strength thread-
bond would work to prevent any 
inadvertent loosening after the fact. 
Careful tightening is prudent to 
keep from breaking off the screw or 
stripping the thread, since it is still 
just about 1/8”, but that also means 
the tiny bit sticking out the side is also 
that small (as can be seen at the right 
end image)(see picture 3), and with a 
bit of blending to make level and flat 
to the surface, a bit of green or yellow 

paint would make it even less likely 
to be noticed. Once the screw head is 
removed the crisis will be over.
 The problem with some situations 
that require precision is that there is 
not a verifiable edge or dimension 
locating spot useful to index, and 
additionally can also lack a surface 
or section to be securely clamped 
and hold fast while some machining 
is performed. These are the special 
conditions where a steady hand, 
magnifier, and measuring several 
times to get the layout as close as can 
be hoped for, or nearly so, will make 
the difference in satisfactory outcome.
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 As fisherman we tend to spend hour 
after hour on the water without even 
blinking an eye.  It is a passion of ours to 
be outdoors no matter what Mother Nature 
may throw at us.  Some of us will even 
travel over multiple state lines just to keep 
up with the actively feeding fish. 
 Being able to chase fish across several 
bodies of water is something that large 
boat owners do not have the ability to do.  
Those of us with smaller trailer able boats 
come out on top as having the advantage of 
those that are unable to tow their boats to 
new waters.
 Owning a boat that sits upon a trailer 
allows an angler the ability to move 
from one body of water to another when 
the fishing conditions change.  With a 

good tow vehicle, proper trailer and boat 
maintenance, and a good map you are 
unlimited to the places you can travel.
 Being mobile is a great advantage 
that we often take for granted.  The Great 
Lakes Region has such a variety of different 
bodies of water that in order to cover all of 
them would take several lifetimes.
 As with life, you always need to learn 
to take the good with the bad.  In the case 
of any boat owner there is always some 
type of bad that will rear its ugly head 
when you least expect it. However, those 
of us that trailer our boats there is an added 
possibility of more going wrong.
 As a responsible boat owner, it is your 
duty to make sure that all of your equipment 
is in good working order in order to head off 
any possible mishaps before they can take 
place. It is never a matter of “if” something 
is going to go wrong, but “when” it will 
happen.  The overall goal of a small boat 
owner is to head things off at the pass with a 
good preventative maintenance program for 
all of your equipment.  
 The term equipment should not be 
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PROTECT YOURSELF ON 
AND OFF THE WATER

only associated with rods, reels and tackle.  
It should be an umbrella that covers your 
tow vehicle, the trailer used for transport, 
and all items on the boat from the largest 
piece down to the smallest little item that 
could ruin your day on the water.
 Keeping up with this maintenance can 
certainly be daunting, but a necessary evil 
of being a boat owner.  Proper engine care, 
battery care, and overall general up-keep 
should always be first on your priority list 
before every outing.  
 You wouldn’t go fishing with a reel 
that had line on it that hasn’t been changed 
for 4 years, would you? Then why would 
you jump into the truck and start towing 
a boat that hasn’t had the trailer bearings 
looked at for three seasons?  
 We all get busy, but spending the extra 
time up-front will certainly keep you off 
the side of the road or even worse, in the 
middle of the lake needing help.  Having 
a simple checklist of items to do before 
every outing or even scheduled once or 
twice a month can help by heading any 
disasters off at the pass.  

Here are a few things to keep in mind:
•  Check the batteries for proper amount of 

water in them.  If they are low replenish 
them with Distilled Water, not tap water.  
This may be a non-issue if you own 
some of the newer “gel cell” or Lithium 
batteries.

•  Keep the batteries fully charged.  This 
will allow them to remain at peak 
performance.  

•  Add fresh fuel to the tank and with it 
add the proper mixture of additives to 
the gas.  I like to add Sea Foam and Star 
Tron to each tank to keep the fuel fresh 
and help keep the engine from building 
up any deposits in the lines.  Just follow 
the instructions on the cans for the proper 
fuel/additive ratio.  It is easy to keep a 
pre-mixed container with the necessary 
gallon markings on the side so that way 
when you add gas you can easily pour the 
right amount into the tank.



July 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  59

COME SEE OUR GREAT 
SELECTION OF CHAINSAWS

Peoria, IL 
309-676-5855

Normal, IL 
309-454-6800

Metamora, IL 
309-367-2392

Tremont, IL 
309-925-5855

FOUR GREAT LOCATIONS

www.midwestequip.com

MS 193T

MS 201 T C-M

MSA 220 C-B

MS 462 C-M

CHECK OUT OUR GREAT 
LINE OF PRODUCTS FROM:

900 North Main Street, Dupo, IL 62239
618-286-5252 • Dupomarinecenter@gmail.com

www.dupomarinecenter.com

Keeping you on the water
since 1964!

Rt. 48 N • Box 466 • Raymond, IL 62560
217-229-3012 • www.HanksBoats.com

Great Prices on 2022’s!
Lund 1875 Impact

Ranger RT 188

•  Check the spark plugs for fouling and 
replace if necessary.

•  Lubricate any fittings that may need 
it. The shaft of the motor, the steering 
assembly, etc.  This will keep them all in 
good working order and it will push any 
water out that may have collected in these 
areas.

•  If possible, hook up the hose and the 
muffs on the engine and start it in the 
driveway.  You want to make sure 
everything is running properly and that 
the water pump is pumping water with a 
good stream.  It is no fun to get to the 
ramp only to find out that you cannot get 
the motor running or the water pump is 
not working properly.

•  Inspect all of your safety equipment.  
This would include; lifejackets, fire 
extinguishers, flares, VHF radio, horns, 
and whistles. Replace any PFDs that are 
worn and are questionable.  Check the 
dates on your flares and fire extinguishers 
and replace if necessary. If you have 
one of the inflatable PFD devices make 
sure that the cartridge and the operating 
mechanism are up to date and not going 
to malfunction when needed.

•  Check your trailer lights and make sure 
that they are in good working order.  The 
plugs and ground areas will often corrode 
during storage if they were exposed to 
the elements.  If you are not using LED 

lights on your trailer then make sure to 
carry a spare bulb or two with you in case 
of emergency.  

•  Check the tires for proper inflation per 
mfg specs and don’t forget about the 
spare tire as well.

•  Remove and repack your bearings every 
year.  Prior to every outing make sure you 
have grease in your hubs and that they are 
in good working order.

 Preventative maintenance is certainly 
one way to keep your equipment in top 
shape, but as we all know it is not a way to 
solve everything.  This is where you need 
to employ an outside source to protect you 
when the inevitable does happen. 

 Boater safety is another topic that 
should also be considered.  Just because you 
have taken all the necessary precautions to 
protect your boat and trailer doesn’t mean 
that others have.  Education is an important 
part of being a boat owner.
 It would be a safe assumption that at least 
8 out of 10 boaters have never taken a boating 
safety course.  If you sit and think about it this 
is a scary number.  Imagine you are at one of 
the large boat ramps and you look over and 
see 9 other boats launching.  How many of 
those guys have completed a course in boating 
safety?  How many have ever had their boats 
inspected for proper safety gear?
 Well, there is no time like the present 
to get your safety gear together, get 

enrolled in a class, and start learning.  
Certified instructors hold the “Boating 
Safety Education” classes and they are 
paid for through your tax dollars. The 
courses are available through many civic 
organizations, park districts, schools, 
the U.S. Coast Guard auxiliary and U.S. 
Power Squadrons.  
 It is one thing to be a boat owner 
it is another to be a responsible boat 
owner.  Take the time to learn more 
about the operation of your boat, the 
maintenance required to keep it running 
well, and the other ways you can protect 
yourself and your equipment against the 
unpredictable.  Stay safe and have fun, 
but always be prepared.
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INVASIVE PLANTS KILL 
BATS AND BIRDS
By Tom Berg

 Recently, my wife and I were sitting 
in the garden in our back yard, enjoying 
the evening breeze and watching different 
birds flit among the branches of our pine 
trees.  The sun had just disappeared 
behind the western horizon, but the sky 
was still fairly bright.  Darkness would 
be falling very soon.
 A quick movement in the sky 
overhead caught our attention, and 
we looked up to see the first bat of 
the evening appear as it wheeled and 
flitted across the yard.  Soon another 
bat joined it, and then another.  Within 
a few minutes, there were seven bats 
flying around over our yard and our 
neighbor’s yard, catching mosquitoes 
and other insects with ease.
 We had discovered that there was 
a colony of Eastern red bats living 

somewhere in or near our yard a couple of 
weeks earlier when we were watering the 
gardens just before dark.  A bat swooped 
in at eye level just as I finished watering 
our tomato plants, and since it wasn’t 
dark yet I could easily see his black wings 
and the reddish fur on his body.  It was 
definitely an Eastern red bat.
 That’s when my wife and I decided to 
spend a few minutes each evening sitting 
on the bench in our garden to watch the 
bats before darkness fell.  We enjoyed 
watching the small creatures patrolling the 
skies over our yard, and I was particularly 
happy to see them catching mosquitoes.  
They were fun to watch, too!
 As we sat watching, we saw one bat 
fly low through the yard and suddenly 
land on a tall plant about four feet off 
the ground.  I was surprised, because I 
had never seen a bat land while it was 
hunting insects.  I wondered if he had 
caught a particularly large bug and 
needed to land to eat it!
 I expected the bat to take flight 

again within seconds, but he never 
did.  I walked over to see what he was 
doing, and it looked like he was eating 
or chewing on the flowers of the weed.  
I quickly ran inside the house to get 
my camera to see if I could get a photo 
before he took off.
 When I came back with the camera, 
my wife said he was still there.  I got 
fairly close and took some photos, but 
I still expected him to fly away at any 
moment.  He never did.  The weed 
that he had landed on was the noxious 
burr-producing weed called common 
burdock (Arctium Minus), and it looked 
like he was hugging the flowering burrs 
and chewing on them.
 I did not know it, but he was actually 
stuck to the burrs like Velcro!  When 
darkness fell, we went inside, and I 
was sure he would be gone by morning.  
After all, he had the entire night in front 
of him.  The next morning when I left for 
work, I checked to see if he was gone.  
Unfortunately, he was still there, and he 

was not moving.  In fact, he was dead!  I 
was shocked and surprised!
 I did some research online that 
evening and I found that the burdock 
plant, along with the related cocklebur 
plant, has been known to trap bats and 
small birds if the creatures accidentally 
get caught in the sticky burrs.  Bats and 
birds that become entangled usually die 
from exposure or starvation since they 
find it very difficult to free themselves 
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Bats like this small Eastern Red Bat can get 
caught in the burrs of common burdock plants 

and eventually die.  Photo by Tom Berg.
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to find food and shelter.
 I felt bad for the poor bat, especially 
since I had not realized he was stuck.  
I always try to remove the invasive 
burdock plants from my gardens when 
I see them, simply because they tend 
to take over open areas if allowed to 
spread.  The burrs also stick to almost 
everything (including clothes), and 
they can be difficult to remove.  This 
particular plant had eluded my sight 
until the bat landed on it.
 Burdock burrs have curved hooks 
or barbs that hook into the fibers of our 
clothing, but they also hook and hold 
animal fur and feathers, too.  As a matter 
of fact, these burrs were the inspiration 
for the invention of the Velcro fasteners 
that we use in our everyday lives today.  
The spines of burdock burrs are even 
sharp enough to penetrate the thin layer 
of dead skin on your fingers, so they can 

stick to your bare skin, too.
 I was surprised to learn that small 
birds like hummingbirds, finches, wrens, 
warblers and others can be trapped and 
die if they become entangled in burdock 
plants.  Bats of all species are vulnerable, 
too, because the burrs stick to their fur 
even better than it sticks to feathers.
 Burdock is only spread by seed, 
so the best way to control the plant is 
to destroy the seeds before they can 
be dispersed.  Flowers appear in mid-
summer and slowly dry out to become 
burrs.  The seeds are inside the round 

burrs.  Those burrs should be cut off 
and bagged in your garbage.  Do not try 
to compost them because the seeds may 
not be killed by composting.
 Luckily, burdock plants are 
biennial, so it takes them a full two 
years to mature and produce flowers and 
burrs.  During the first year, the plant 
develops a deep tap root and displays 
leaves only.  It is during the second year 
that the tall stalk grows and produces 
flowers.  Attempting to pull up or dig 
up a burdock plant is not easy, because 
the root is very deep and it breaks off 

easily when pulled.  Like a dandelion, 
it simply re-grows another plant if the 
entire root is not removed.
 Please do the bats and birds in 
your neighborhood a favor and remove 
every burdock and cocklebur plant that 
you find.  If you control the plants on 
your property, you will help reduce the 
spread of this invasive weed.  I removed 
this plant the next day.  We should 
all be concerned with threats to the 
environment and the creatures that call 
it home, and controlling burdock is an 
easy way to help.

Burdock flowers are attractive when 
blooming, but they are still dangerous to 

birds and bats.  Photo by Tom Berg.

Once the burdock flowers become dry 
they form burrs that stick to almost 

everything.  Photo by Tom Berg.
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STATUS OF THE GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN IN ILLINOIS
By Bob Gillespie

 There is a certain period in the 
spring when the last frost advisories 
are announced, Tax Day has passed us 
by, planting season begins in earnest, 
and the greater prairie-chicken males 
begin to reluctantly diminish in their 
spring courtship displays. 
 In Illinois, data has shown that 
female greater prairie-chickens visit 
the booming grounds in the highest 
numbers close to the tenth of April, 
the peak of breeding in our state. This 
year was no different. I was sitting in 
the blind with a group from Indiana 
Audubon on April 10 and it was a 
morning of glory for our greater 
prairie-chicken males—a still frosty 
spring morning of record if there ever 
was. The males were joined by the 
hens on the booming ground. That 
morning on the McCormick Corral 
lek we had 14 males and 9 hens that 
had a particular goal in mind. There 
was much booming, “Whooping,” 
flutter jumping, nuptial bowing, and 
successful breeding events. 

 The tell-a-tale feather ruffling by 
a hen often suggests that a successful 
copulation has occurred and that 
the breeding season is done for that 
individual hen. Laying eggs will be the 
next project on her job list. A mated 
hen typically does not return to the 
booming ground unless she loses a first 
nest attempt. 
 As hens mate and leave to initiate 
nesting, little by little the booming 
ground gets less active, the males’ 
morning display shortens in duration 
and the “boys” just don’t put as much 
into it. If the hens aren’t going to 
attend the lek why waste good feeding 

and loafing time for displaying and 
battling? Male prairie-chickens attend 
the booming ground all spring with 
some of the first activity happening in 
the dead of winter—males may visit 
the lek in February to start to stake 
their territorial claims on the booming 
ground. It is all energetically taxing.
 As the hens develop their nests and 
the males give up the spring struggle, 
observant birders and biologists try 
to determine the number of males per 
booming ground. “How many birds 
do we have? How many males did 
you observe here and there? Do you 
think those males are trading back and 
forth in that geography? Where is that 
juvenile male being chased off to; does 
he occupy the Ochs Hill lek after he’s 
bumped off the McCormick?” It can be 
a moving target sometimes to elucidate 
an accurate census and generally 
requires early mornings, on repeat, 
on various leks, all spring—by some 
dedicated ecologists.
 I always think back to what it must 
have been like to census prairie-chicken 
booming grounds back when the birds 
were more plentiful. Imagine riding 
with famed ecologist Aldo Leopold 
in 1929 when he surveyed chickens 
in Illinois and Indiana. Or maybe sit 
in a blind with Frederick and Frances 
Hamerstrom. The things one could 
have learned about prairie-chickens 
and grassland owls! Just think of the 
ecologists who have come before to 
peer through field glasses and spotting 
scopes, in some cases to view the very 
booming grounds we still maintain and 
survey today. To visit with John Toepfer 
and Ron Westemeier and Ralph E. 
Yeatter. “Fellas, would you reseed this 
meadow? Is there too much tallgrass in 
this unit? What do you think of these 
wetter springs; are they just cyclic?” I 
marvel as you can tell, sometimes.
 Then practicality enters the office. 
On the Jasper County unit of Prairie 
Ridge State Natural Area this spring it 
appears that we currently support on the 
order of 52 male greater prairie-chickens. 
Marion County supports approximately 
18 males. We consider a 50:50 sex ratio 
and therefore estimate hen numbers to 
closely match the number of males on 
the landscape at any given time. The 
Marion County population is tenuous. 
This spring we anticipated it would 

be so and aggressively surveyed the 
Marion County unit to develop the 
most accurate picture of the population 
there. Recent habitat loss has dealt a 
heavy hammer blow to this landscape as 
have the contemporary ill-timed wetter 
weather conditions. Jasper County has 
fared better, following the translocations 
of birds in 2014, 2016 and 2017, with 
an uptick in bird numbers from a 
precipitous low of 12 males in 2014.
 As I write this, the hens are 
building their clutches. It is my hope 

(and the hope of many that “Whoop!” 
with optimism for prairie chickens) 
that the weather cooperates, and the 
grasslands provide.  
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).

Photo by Uros Marjanovic
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GIVE HER A HIGH (twenty) FIVE

 Anyone who knows me soon realizes 
that my favorite North American animal to 
bowhunt is the black bear.  I’ve pursued them 
in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ontario and now I 
was going to try Manitoba.  In the early years 
my husband and I did our own baiting but 
now we prefer to use an outfitter because as 
anyone who had done it alone, knows it takes 
time, effort and lots of muscle to establish 
and then maintain a site until season opens.  
 THE MEETING. I met Darryl and 
Dylan Kantimer, owners of DOA Outfitters 
at the MN Deer Classic in 2019 just before 
the Covid pandemic hit.  I told them I was 
after my 25th bear with a bow and would be 
over the moon if it could be larger than any 
I’d arrowed previously.  Darryl answered me 

thoughtfully and I felt honestly, “Marlene, I 
can get you that bear.”  
 Kantimer has access/owns 2,000 
square miles of hunting property and has 
been an outfitter for over 27 years.  Their 
lodge is located less than 50 miles into 
Manitoba from the Minnesota border which 
for me was an easy and direct route.  I was 
energized just chatting with them and eager 
to start my adventure.
 THE ARRIVAL. Now let’s fast 
forward to May 2022 as my husband and 
I are motoring northwest to Manitoba, 
Canada.  I’d followed Kantimers’ website 
doaoutfitters.ca and thought I had a good 
idea of what to expect when I drove into the 
camp.  Was I wrong! The accommodations 
were nicer than many places that catered to 
tourists let alone hunters used to “roughing” 
it.  Meals were provided and prepared from 
scratch by the most talented chef I’ve met.  
Bread was homemade, vegetables served 
were home grown and the Guinea hens were 
free-range.  The celebratory wine we toasted 
the end of hunt successes with was made 
using his personal recipe.  I would have loved 
shadowing Devon for just one day or frankly 
just adopting him.   The minute we drove in 
Darryl and his staff made me feel that I was 
as special as my quest for bear #25 was.  

WWW.DEERANDBEERFEST.COMWWW.DEERANDBEERFEST.COM
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By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz • marleneasomag@gmail.com
 I’d be sharing the week with Marshall 
and his grandchildren Hallie and Landon 
all from Kentucky.  This would be Hallie’s 
first bear hunt and she was excited.  Even 
though Darryl puts two-man ladder stands at 
each bait site, all of us would be sitting by 
ourselves.  That suits me just fine because 
when people sit together that means twice the 
movement, twice the human scent and twice 
the noise when someone needs to stretch.  
 THE OPERATIONS. There were 
cameras placed at each site most of which 
transmitted images back to Darryl’s phone 
giving us all an idea of what to expect regarding 
size, number of bears and time of each bear’s 
visit.  Seeing these pictures heightened our 
anticipation for an exciting “sit.”
 Kantimer knew how to bring multiple 
bears into his bait stations.  His approach 
is simple: give the bear what they want and 
where they want it.  
•  He makes sure the resident bears have food 

available every time they visit the station.  
That means putting out lots of bait ranging 
from sweets to savory items.  He uses 
several 50-gallon drums filled with treats 
set at various yardages within the opening.  

•  He also makes certain that there is some 
source of water nearby.  This year brought 
an incredible amount of moisture to the area 

so there was water everywhere. Adequate 
amounts of food and water will help hold 
the bears in the area and may discouraging 
them from looking elsewhere of it.  

•  And finally, he selects a site where there 
is suitable cover around the bait station so 
that the bears can remain concealed until 
they feel comfortable enough to enter the 
opening and feed. 

  THE HUNT. Since this was a special 
experience for both Hallie and me, we both 
made sure to take advantage of the practice 
range set up near the lodge.  We knew there 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

Marlene & Darryl, owner of DOA Outfitters.
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was zero margin for error on this hunt and 
each of us was confident that when a trigger 
was pulled, or an arrow loosed—a bear 
would be harvested.  
 Darryl and his guides drive each hunter 
to their assigned stand.  When each person has 
their safety harness attached the hunt officially 
begins.  Hallie mentioned that when she saw 
the ATV leave, she was a bit anxious but soon 
the woods produced a calming effect as she 
became aware of the orioles and squirrels that 
began entertaining her.  
 Neither Hallie nor I like surprises while 
hunting so I found out that we both slowly 
scan the area trying to identify trails bear 
might be using.  Then I look for shooting 
lanes I can use should a bear come from a 
direction I might not anticipate.  For this 
reason, I do my best to launder all my 
hunting clothes with Scent KillerÆ and 
pack enough of their shampoo, conditioner 
and deodorant to last the week. I always 
have a range finder with me so that when 
I’ve pinpointed a possible minor trail I 
know whether I can reach it with an arrow.  
 THE RECOVERY. One by one that 
afternoon each hunter texted Darryl and the 
main guide, Kenny that a bear was down.  
Hallie’s bear was easy to find since she saw 
it collapse 15 yards from the spot where she 
pulled the trigger.  It had a beautiful white 
“V” on the chest.  Landon harvested a 250+ 
lb. bear with the most unusually colored 
coat.  It almost looked bi-colored (black 
with significant brown tones).  Marshall ‘s 

bolt flew true and brought down another 
250+ lb. bear.  
 I was the last hunter to text in that my 
#25 was down.  He came cautiously in from 
the trail behind my stand, but I had been 
carefully watching that direction preparing 
for the unexpected.  When I suddenly 
became aware of his silent approach, he 
took my breath away.  It took every bit of 
my patience and focus not to move knowing 
that sooner or later I would catch sight 
of him out of the corner of my eye as he 
walked out from behind me and toward the 
bait.  When he stood at the bait and then turn 
to give me a slight quartering away shot my 
pin was on him.  He weighted in at 410 lbs.  
My largest.  I was over the moon.  
 It was a late night for all of us that 

involved bringing each bear back to camp, 
taking more pictures and then skinning, 
quartering and boning them out.  Everyone 
would be sleeping in the next morning.  
Darryl had given each of us the opportunity 
to see bears and by the end of the first day 
of hunting our harvest rate was 100%.  
That says so much to the ability of DOA to 
deliver a quality experience.  
 Since the hunt ended quickly for all of 
us, Darryl said we were welcome to stay 
until the end of the week.  Winnipeg was 
only 90 minutes away with many attractions 
to see and definitely worth the drive.  The 
morel mushrooms were out but so were 
the ticks (no problem—we’d packed our 
ElimiTickÆ clothing).  And there were lots 
of trails to walk along around camp.  

 My husband and I opted for heading 
back to MN so we could process the meat.  
Next year when I return, hunting for morels 
and visiting Winnipeg will be the #2 & #3 
items on my to-do list.  Arrowing bear #26 
is the first thing on my list.
 NOTE:  For more information on DOA 
Outfitters go to https://doaoutfitters.ca or 
follow them on Facebook. You can also 
contact them 204-746-5652 or by email at 
darrylkantimer@gmail.com.  
 Until next month, don’t forget to take 
your daughter, granddaughter or niece 
bowhunting (for bear).
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IMAGINE . . .

“The 22 rifle is the most 
essential firearm you can own, 

its practical use leads to all 
others”.....Uncle John

felt sorry for them. After that 
a running deer or boar really was no 
longer a problem. 

 Fast forward to 1999 at Fort 
Polk, Louisiana, marksmanship 
was dwindling so I came up with 
a proposal for Officers and NCOs 
to learn how to shoot a 22 rifle and 

THE 22 
SPORTER
By John Simeone

then switch to an M-16 to qualify 
and then teach the troops. It was cost 
effective, so it was denied of course. 
Nevertheless, we made it a Civilian 
Target shoot, dubbing it the Top 
Gun Challenge World Squirrel Rifle 
Championship. It consisted of both 
Metallic Silhouette Shooting off hand 
and Bench Rest Shooting with the 
same rifle. The silhouette part was in 
yards, not meters, while the bench rest 
appeared to be easy at only 25 yards, 
but the targets were extremely small 
and included the Black Death 
Challenge target that could only be 
maxed by world class shooters. The 
catch if you attempted to max out 
the BDC target and cut Black, the 
target was disqualified. Those who 
didn’t crack up and leave never to 
return became true world class with 
a light Sporter “Small Game” Rifle. 
The Match ran for 13 years only to 
dwindle out with the Obama Ammo 
Shortage.
 The one 22 Rifle that stood out 
was the CZ-452, with an economical 
Bushnell Banner 6x18x50 scope Yes, 
it defeated the Anschutz,54 and 64 

KICKAPOO CREEK SUPPLY

WANT TO BUY: USED 
STEEL TRAPS - ANY SIZE

“FUR BUYER”
COMPLETE HIDE TANNING SERVICE

CALL: 309.446.3137
6815 N. McIntyre Road • Brimfield, IL 61517

400 Jackrabbits in one day, 
Remington 552 Speedmaster

 Just about every weekend while 
stationed at White Sands Missile 
Range I found an excuse to go 
Jackrabbit Shooting. One day I decided 
to go for the record. I had a Remington 
Speedmaster and a 500-round brick 
of Remington Yellow Jackets. That 
was just about right for an all-day trip 
up range not far from the infamous 
Trinity Site. There really wasn’t much 
of a hunt to it, you parked, got out of 
the vehicle and opened fire. If you 
pursued this pastime eventually you 
got very good at it. So, at the end of 
this particular long day in the desert, I 
took out at least 400.
 The post Veterinarian told us 
not to touch these critters as the 
fleas had the bubonic plague. But 
they encouraged shooting them as 
it was good marksmanship practice 
and made it a little safer for troops 
camping in the field.
 There were millions of them, 
returning on Sunday and continuing 
the hunt, I saw live Jackrabbits 
eating the dead ones from yesterday. 
Thereafter, or to say better, I never 

The Black Death Challenge Target, Very 
Difficult. Put 5 shots in the 10 and win but if 

one slightly cuts the Black you are DQed.
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light rifles. Custom light Ruger 10/22 
won as well in some divisions but at 
great expense. Those who had CZs 
ruled the roost in the Bolt action and 
magazine semi-auto division. I later 
opened a Cowboy Action division 
for Lever, Pump and Semi-autos with 
tubular magazines. To keep the target 
rifles out, the final rule was a rifle that 
you would use to Squirrel hunt with 
without looking ridiculous.
 After years, years and more years 
of constantly testing the light 22 
Sporter rifle, not much has changed, 
while I think ammo has gotten worse 
in some areas and better in others, 
rifles are a little better. Henrys were 
just getting started so my demo rifle 
was a Marlin new model 1897. I 
liked it but didn’t love it, as it would 

easy but it’s not. Edible tree Squirrels 
are generally taken at 25 to 30 yards 
while for me the actual 50-yard 
shot, although not all that difficult, 
is actually rare. Rabbits are close in 
critters too. 

 I have said before, only accurate 

jam after about 250 rounds and 
required a full cleaning. My Henry 
Frontier has yet to jam after about 
2000 rounds, maybe I should clean it.
 A good 22 rifle will keep good 
ammo on a Dime at 25 yards. Sounds 

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Dave’s Trading Post, 
Coin & Pawn

309-353-7522

Diamond Rings
Jewelry

Gold & Silver
Coins 

Antiques • Indian Relics

Reloading Supplies Galore • Ammo

www.davestradingpostpekin.com

333 Derby Street, Pekin, IL 61554
Hours: Mon – Fri. 10am – 5pm • Sat. 10am – 3am • Closed Sundays

Layaway Available

shooters are interesting, you can 
get that way with a lot of perfect 
practice and experimentation with a 
22 rifle. You don’t want to break the 
bank equipping yourself, but you 
don’t want junk either. CZ-USA, 
Henry, and Ruger are my personal 
recommendations, within this 
spectrum of 22 rifles you will surely 
find exactly what you are looking for.

 Ammo and Accessories are 
endless. Plinking ammo also called 
bulk ammo is good for training the 
kids and shooting up the dirt pit, cheap 
fun to get some trigger time. For small 

Real honest 22 Small Game Classics, (T) CZ-
452, (B) Ruger 77/22, too sweet.

High Speed Ammo Test from the Henry

A Henry Pump is a rare little 
Squirrel Rifle that works well.

Lever or Pump Henry, iron sights 
or scope they are hard to beat.

Testing terminal energy of hollow point 
ammo for small game hunting, #3 won, 

not too much nor too little, CCI Subsonic 
hollow point.

You have to love the Ruger 10/22 its 
accurate and can be modified a thousand 

ways.

Continued on page 80
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“CO-CHI-1CO-CHI-1” CHARTER
Lake Michigan Sport Fishing At Its Finest!

North Point 
Marina

Fish in Comfort aboard the fully equipped Charter 
Boat “CO-CHI-1” out of NORTH POINT MARINA at the 
Wisconsin-Illinois border.
• Fish on a large clean boat with a friendly, knowledgeable captain
• Fish with a PROFESSIONAL CHARTER SERVICE 
(We do a better job because Salmon fishing is our FULL-TIME business)

WE HAVE AVERAGED 11.5 FISH PER TRIP FOR THE LAST 35+ YEARS!

 (847)872-1191

For information and reservations call or write: 
CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 MEL’S SPORTING GOODSMEL’S SPORTING GOODS

618.662.8663618.662.8663

• Custom Built Bowstrings
• Pro Shop
• Indoor Range
•  NOW SELLING                

FIREARMS!

HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 10am - 7pm

Sat 9am - 3pm

520 S. Elm • Flora, IL 62839
Rt 50 to Flora, Main St. South over tracks, right at 3-story Self Storage

 Deer season is fast approaching.  Will 
you be ready when the time comes?  Early 
season deer hunting will often find deer in 
their summer patterns and bucks holding 
in their bachelor groups.  This is a great 
opportunity to wrap your tag around a 
trophy, but how are you going to find that 
number 1 “hit list” buck? Observation 
through summer deer scouting is key. 
Follow the tips below to make the most of 
the time you have during summer.  
 Chances are if you are like many 
hunters you might not have enough 
“good” hunting spots, and unless you 
own a lot of land you either hunt public 
ground or must seek permission to hunt 
private ground.  If you have not yet 
secured ground to hunt on now is the 
time to knock on a few doors asking for 
permission to hunt new ground.  Things 
have changed over the last few years, and 
it is more difficult to be granted hunting 
permission, but it can still be done with 
a little legwork.  Remember all a person 
can tell you is no. If that happens politely 
accept the rejection and move on to the 
next landowner.
 For those with ground or for those 
with newly secured hunting land, you 
need to start planning for the upcoming 
season. It might be hard to wrap your 
thoughts around deer season in this 
heat, but bow season is just a few short 
weeks away. It is far easier to think about 
summer vacation than sitting in a tree 

stand in the fall.  Many hunters need to 
get out of that mindset and start thinking 
like a deer hunter.
 Get out and put some miles on your 
vehicle.  Bucks will obviously be grouped 
together in their bachelor groups and will 
come out to eat well before dark. Travel 
the back roads and use your binoculars to 
glass for feeding deer. Be careful to stay 
far enough back to not alert them of your 
presence and take down notes as to where 
the deer are entering and exiting the fields.  
It is not uncommon to take a drive and see 
deer feeding in just about every bean field.  
Also, pay close attention to your food plots 
from afar if you have any out.
 It will take good optics to observe 
deer.  You want to be close enough to see 
where they are moving, but still far enough 
away that they will not see you. Deer have 
patterns, and they seldom detour from 
them during the summer.  If a buck is 
doing something one day, he will probably 
do it again the next day if the weather 
cooperates, or he is not feeling pressured. 
 After all your scouting from afar is 
done and you have a good idea of what 
deer are living where you will need to 
get your feet on the ground and do some 
up close and personal scouting to narrow 
down exactly what the deer are doing. 
You might not see the deer enter a field or 
see them leave after dark, you might not 
know exactly what trail they are taking.  
However, you should have a good general 
idea where to start looking and hanging 
trail cameras. 
 When scouting always take the 
same precautions that you would when 
hunting.  Wear rubber boots, your scent 
free hunting clothing, try not to touch 
limbs, etc. with your bare hands and use 
scent elimination spray.  Try to do your 
scouting mid-day to lessen the odds of 

FINDING YOUR “HIT LIST” BUCK NOW
By Jason Houser

Trail cameras are a good scouting tool that 
many of us rely on.

bumping the deer.  These little things are 
often overlooked during scouting.
 In order to take scent control to the 
next level I began using Dead Scent 
Scent Elimination this past season. Not 
only does this product eliminate scent, 
but it leaves behind the essence of salt 
on your gear. The number of deer I had 
just a few yards upwind of me when I was 
hunting is a testament to this product and 
why I highly recommend it. As I said, 
scent control is just as important during 
scouting as it is when hunting.
 Trail cameras are a good scouting 
tool that many of us rely on. If you are 
still building your hit list and have not yet 
graduated to patterning a hit list worthy buck 
start with minerals or feed. A supplemental 
attraction is a good way to start developing 
a hit list during the summer. 
 If you’re at the stage of patterning 
a buck worth hunting start hanging your 
cameras and checking and moving them 
every other week to learn more about the 
deer, you will be hunting. On grain fields 
and food plots, figure to out what trails 
the deer use to enter and exit the field.  It 

is important to note which trails the bucks 
use, and which one he does use.  You do 
not want to be set up on a doe trail hoping 
to shoot a buck that might never walk past. 
You should also consider setting the camera 
up on a time-lapse mode to survey the entire 
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field or plot for activity. This setting is a 
good insurance program opposed to setting 
the camera on just one trail. 
 To prevent causing too much 
disturbance to the area, I recommend a 
trail camera that will transmit the photos 
straight to your phone.  These types of 
cameras were once unaffordable to many 
hunters, but they have gone down in price 
in recent years.  I have been using the 
Micro Link from SPYPOINT this spring 

and have had good results with this 
affordable camera.
 There are few things you should do 
when using trail cameras to help improve 
your odds of not spooking deer. They 
include:
1.  Spray your camera with scent-

elimination spray and use rubber 
gloves when handling and installing the 
device. Your scent may spook game, 
and the salt from hand perspiration is 

a magnet to bears. Otherwise, you may 
get one great image of bruin tonsils, but 
that’s all.

2.  Test the camera once in place. Even 
better, practice at home on a bird 
feeder or bird bath to make sure you 
know where the camera shoots and 
how it operates. You may want stills 
or video and you must know how to 
adjust for each. Such projects are great 
for keeping youngsters entertained in 
summer months.

3.  Finally, invest in quality batteries. In 
most cases cheap is good, but you want 
batteries that will last a long time to 
invest a few extra bucks to purchase 
batteries that will last. 

 By now, you probably have a good 
idea as to what the deer patterns are.  If you 
have not got all your stands and ground 
blinds in position for the upcoming hunt, 
now is the time to do so. While you are out 
there go ahead and cut shooting lanes.  If 
you can get this all done well in advance 
of the season, you are less likely to disturb 
their routines.

DECATUR BATTERY

(217) 429-6642

EXIDE
BATTERIES

Hours:
M-F 9-5

SAT 8-11:30

Automobile
Farm

Industrial
Marine

Motorcycle
Commercial

Imports

NEW & REBUILT BATTERIES
Discount Center • 543 N. Van Dyke

Free Installation • “A Battery for Every Need”

Midwest Leading Battery & Accessories 
Supplier to the Outdoorsman!

 You do not want to get carried away 
with your shooting lanes.  Too much 
disturbance and the deer will take notice.  
But, by making cuts now, the bucks should 
have plenty of time to get accustomed to 
the changes.  Invest in quality pruners 
and saws.  There is no need to buy a new 
saw every year when you can spend a few 
more dollars and have one that will last 
for several seasons.
 You might even consider creating 
some man-made funnels.  Some examples 
would be to create an opening in a fence if 
you are the landowner or have permission 
to do so, mowing a path through tall grass, 
obstructing one trail to force deer to want 
to take another.  Anything you can do to 
help persuade the deer to go where you 
want will help.  But there is no guarantee 
that they will cooperate.  
 Bow season is fast approaching so 
now is the time to act on these summer 
deer scouting tops and get busy locating 
deer.  You might just find an unbelievable 
buck to add to your hit list that you can set 
your sights on when season rolls around.

Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

Scent control is just as important during 
scouting as it is when hunting Now is the time to find your hit list buck.
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ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
bryan.camper@gmail.com

www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

6 TIPS FOR CONTAINMENT SYSTEM TRAINING
TRAIN WITHIN AN IN-GROUND CONTAINMENT SYSTEM

 The SportDOG Brand 
containment systems all work in 
a similar fashion. When a dog is 
wearing the collar, if it approaches 
the perimeter (created by a buried 
wire) it receives a warning tone 
and vibration. If the dog continues 
toward the perimeter, it receives a 
static correction as a reminder to 
stay in the yard.
 Installing a system yourself or 
having it installed by a professional 
is the easy part. What does take some 
time and thought is training your dog 
to respect the boundary as opposed 

to being fearful of it. So, Step One is 
to READ THE MANUAL. And then 
read it again. Then, remember these 
points to reach the goal of a well-
trained dog that understands that its 
own yard is a safe place.
•  Do NOT take shortcuts. I cannot 

emphasize this enough. You 
shouldn’t install the system, put 
the collar on your dog and turn it 
loose in the yard to learn the hard 
way. That’s why all systems come 
with boundary flags. You start by 
outlining the perimeter with the 
flags so your dog has a visual. Now 
it has a point of reference when it 
receives a correction, which could 
be in the form of a tug on the leash 

 Judging by the number of homes 
whose yards are decorated with 
white pet containment training flags 
these days, it seems that in-ground 
fencing has gone mainstream. It’s 
great that dog owners are taking 
responsibility for keeping their 
pets from wandering. While the 
basics of setting up and training a 
dog to respect the boundaries of 
a containment system are pretty 
simple, there are several points to 
keep in mind if you want your new 
fence to work as intended.

when you’re training, or from the 
collar stimulus. Move away from 
the flags, safe. Move toward the 
flags, correction. It’s simple, but it 
takes repetitive encounters with the 
flags to help your dog understand.

•  Help your dog like its e-collar. The 
early stages of boundary flag 
training are done with a leash. 
Even though you haven’t 
introduced e-collar correction yet, 
it’s important to get your dog to 
associate the e-collar with going 
outside. Every time you let your 
dog out, have your dog wear the 

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATSBLOOMINGTON MEATS

BERNADOTTE CAFE & BARBERNADOTTE CAFE & BAR

309-753-1910309-753-1910

FULL BAR * ALCOHOL NOW AVAILABLE
Bar and Food with outdoor seating on the Spoon River

Large Menu * NO Breakfast  * Sandwiches * Soups * Salads
Unique Dinner Items Such as Buffalo, Frog Legs and Turtle

Indoor & Outdoor Seating
Parties Welcome * Catering Available

(ask for brochure)
Open Most Holidays. Make Your Reservations!

Open Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00am – 8:30pm • Sunday: 11:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday • Bar open same days with extended hours

6500 E. Tarters Ferry Lane * Ipava, IL 61441

By Charlie Jurney
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collar, even if it’s not powered up. 
For a dog, going outside is fun, and 
if wearing a collar means it’s time 
to go outside, then your dog will 
associate the collar with fun.

•  Leash training in the early stages 
is super important. An e-collar 
doesn’t automatically control your 
dog, so as you continue introducing 
your dog to the boundary flags, 
you must have control via a 
leash. One example of why this is 
important: Let’s says you have the 
e-collar turned on, and your dog 
approaches the boundary and gets 
the first e-collar correction it has 
ever experienced. Its first response 
might be to bolt out of the yard, not 
back toward you. If that happens, 
now you’ll have a new problem 
to fix. You don’t want your dog to 
learn that it can bolt through the 
perimeter to turn off the correction. 
You want it to learn that the only 
safe place is in its own yard, so 
until your dog understands the 
program, keep that leash in hand.

•  Go light on the e-collar corrections 
during training. As you walk 
your dog around the perimeter to 
teach it why the flags are there, 
it’s necessary for it to receive an 
e-collar correction now and then. 
That’s how it learns to respect 
the boundary. But don’t overdo 
it. Again, use the leash. Don’t let 
your dog walk up to every flag and 
receive a bunch of corrections one 
after the other. If you do, you might 
end up with a dog that doesn’t want 
to leave your side. Or worse, it 
might be afraid to leave the house. 
I use what I call a “min/max” rule 
during this stage of training. In any 
given session, I use a minimum of 
three e-collar corrections so the 
dog understand the message. My 
maximum number of corrections 
is five. More than five can result 
in creating hot spots (areas where 
your dog will never want to go) 
or panic and stress that causes 
resistance to the training message 
you’re trying to teach.

•  Don’t be in hurry to remove 
the flags. Some dogs are quicker 
to associate the flags with the 

boundary than others. There’s 
no harm in keeping that visual 
reference out there for them. 
When your dog is demonstrating 
its understanding that the yard 
is the safe place to be, you can 
start removing the flags. I suggest 
removing about one-third of them. 
If you continue to work with your 
dog once or twice every day, a week 
later you can remove another one-
third of them if things are going 
well. And if you keep working with 
your dog consistently, it won’t be 
too much longer before you can 
remove the remaining flags.

•  Do NOT use the containment 
system as a babysitter. Every dog 
on the planet, if motivated, will at 
some point try to run through the 
fence. A good rule is that you need 
to have eyes on your dog at all 
times. You might be in the house 
and your dog is out in back, but you 
still need to watch it. Don’t think 
you can put your dog in the yard 
and then head out to the grocery 
store and your dog will always 
be at home when you get back. 
Related to that thought, remember 
that even though a containment 
system keeps your dog in, it does 
nothing at all to keep other dogs 
out. So, pay attention.

 For as 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y 
advanced as 
today’s containment 
systems are, the training 
concepts that make 
them effective are very 
simple. Investing some 
time upfront to properly 
introduce your dog to its 
new fence will pay off 
with peace of mind later 
on when you know your 
dog is content to stay 
safe at home.
 This article is 
provided by SportDOG 
Brand as part of a 
Sponsored Content 
program. Ducks 
Unlimited editorial staff 
played no role in creating 
this content.
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 We have high water again 
which makes for some excellent 
July fishing for stripers.  The 
striper are in their deep water 
summer pattern and schooling. 
They are now suspended under the 
thermocline which hovers around 
32 feet. This is because the oxygen 
level is too low in the upper water 
column for the stripers to survive. 
Stripers require 5 to 6 parts per 
million of oxygen to be active 
and healthy.  The stripers will be 
on shallow flats, in 30 to 50 feet 
feeding on crawdads. 

 We start the morning very early 
to get in on the early bite we give 
each person one fishing pole baited 
with a six-inch gizzard shad. The 
setup is a 4 oz weight with a 2-foot 
leader and circle hook. We set the 
lines right above the bottom of 
the lake and wait for the strike. 
The stripers will swipe at the bait 
which feels like a bite but it’s not. 
With the next hit the rod will start 
to bend and the rod tip should hit 
the water before you can set the 
hook. This is the hardest part of 
early morning fishing because my 

clients want to set the line before 
the strike or will not let the rod go 
into the water before setting the 
line. This year Norfork Lake is 
17’ above normal pool. The high 
water is great fishing, but it makes 
finding the stripers harder to find. 
 Right now, the stripers are both 
shallow and deep depending on 
the time of day. We fish long lines 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

JULY IS A GREAT MONTH 
TO CATCH STRIPERS

with small split shot and either a 
threadfin or gizzard shad. As the 
morning continues, we go deep 
with our downlines set at 40 and 
50 feet deep.  I have been running 
12 lb. leaders on all my summer 
poles. We will be using gizzard 
shad from 4 to 8” depending on 
what the stripers are feeding on.
 As the water warms up the 



July 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  73

Tom & Sean Reynolds guide 
out of Tracy Ferry Marina; 

you can reach them at 
www.stroutfitters.com,

 870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

stripers continue to migrate to 
the dam area. This is where the 
deepest, coolest water is with 
the most amount of dissolved 
oxygen. We will be fishing within 
1 to 2 miles of the dam from July 
through September. There is three 
ways to catch stripers during this 
period, live baiting, trolling, and 
spooning. Live bait is by far the 
most effective for catching lots 
of fish, but trolling can be very 
effective as the stripers begin to 
go deep and are in river channels. 
There are many years the stripers 
are so close to the bottom that 
the trollers cannot get their baits 
close enough for the fish to strike 
the lure. This is when spooning 
becomes most effective. The best 
days spooners have is when they 
can find the stripers feeding deep 
on the bottom. You drop the spoon 
to the bottom and jerk hard up and 
let it slowly go down. The stripers 
will usually hit the spoon on the 
drop. We find that the bendable 

Fle-Fly spoon very 
productive. Bend a very 
shallow arc in the middle 
of the spoon for the best 
action. You can also 
catch them when their 
feeding in open water. 
You count down the line 
to the fish and again jerk 
up and let drop slowly. 
 Points with long 
flats and river channels 
are the most effective 
places to find and catch stripers. 
The stripers feed early shallow 
then move out to deeper water 
when the sun comes up. Some of 
the best points are Thumb, Point 1, 
Hudson, Koso, Dam Cove, Barron 
Creek, Hand Cove, and the Dam 
Bays. One or more of these points 
will hold fish all summer once you 
find the fish they will usually be 
there for a long period of time. 
 The bass will be in their 
summer pattern, early morning top 
water then jigs, worms and spinner 

baits are your best baits. There is 
also great night fishing throwing 
jigs, worms, and black or red 3/8 
oz spinner baits. You can catch fish 
all over the main lake and in the 
creeks. 
 The crappie will be in feeding 
on the deep brush piles and flats 
that are deeper than 15 feet. Spider 
rigging is the most effective 
technique to catch them. Bennett’s 
Bayou is your best choice to catch 
summer crappies forwarded by 
Brushy Creek and then Big Creek.

The Knox County Scenic Drive is held annually in west 
central Illinois in celebration of the rural heritage of 
the area. Towns, villages and points of historic interest 
participate as official stops.

For more information,
contact Thomas Collopy at

309-639-2302309-639-2302
Check out our website:

www.knoxcountyscenicdrive.comwww.knoxcountyscenicdrive.com
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• Locally Grown Produce

Things To Do:
•  Photo Contest 
• Face Painting
• Petting Zoo 
• Wagon Rides
• Build a Scarecrow
• And Much More

OCTOBER 1ST & 2ND
OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH

WE ARE
WE ARE

BACK!
BACK!

THE GOOSE PIT

309-647-7758
BANNER, ILLINOIS

Home-made Tenderloins!
Open 7 Days a Week

A Haven for Hungry Hunters!
All-You-Can-Eat 

Chicken/Fish Fridays 5pm – 8pm

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com
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 For almost 70 years, I have been 
enjoying activities in the outdoors. 
Dad started taking me fishing when 
I was five at a friend’s pond. Since 
then, I have fished fresh waters from 
southern Florida to northern Ontario 
and Quebec. My wife, Susie, and I 
have caught fish in the salt water of 
both sides of Florida. We have wet 
our lines in four of the five Great 
Lakes, missing only Lake Huron, 
which is on our schedule this year.

 When I was in my early teens, 
my brother and I started buying and 
raising horses. I began riding rodeo 
and breaking horses. I became a 
blacksmith when I was 14 and made 
my own horseshoes and put them 
on our horses. I learned to drive and 
race harness horses. Many times I 
learned how hard the ground was 
and the horses seemed to get taller 
as I got older. 
 My mom was born and raised in 
South Dakota and she helped start 
me hunting adventures when I was 
ten. She taught me to shoot a .410 
single shot and soon I was downing 

pheasants with that shotgun. Many 
rabbits and squirrels also fell to 
that gun. I took several limits of 
ruffed grouse in Ontario over the 
years with the .410. I graduated 
to different weapons and started 
hunting other critters.
 I acquired a 12 gauge and 
began hunting ducks, Indiana deer, 
and Kentucky turkey. I bought a 
.35 Remington and hunted Canada 
moose and bear. I began chasing big 
game with archery equipment and 
bagged bear, wild boar, Sika deer, 
and a Wyoming pronghorn which 
went in the Pope and Young record 

AGAINST ALL 
ODDS
By Rich Creason

SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

and
2512 W. Main St.

Shelbyville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

book. I tried for an elk with my 
bow in Colorado without success. I 
had caribou and alligator on my list 
to hunt with a bow, but they will 
probably just remain on that list.
 Susie and I have traveled much 
of this country and panned gold, 
searched for geodes, dug dinosaur 
bones, canoed, kayaked, hiked, and 
tried most other outdoor activities. 
We have searched for treasure with 
our metal detectors for the last 40 
years in probably 20 different states. 
 In 1980, I started my 
professional writing career. Since 
then, I have written for numerous 

South Dakota digging dinosaur bones with 
Indianapolis Children’s Museum.

Shore lunch on a northwest 
Ontario lake.

Author using his “L” shaped 
dowsing rods.
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different newspapers, state, 
regional, national, and international 
magazines, and many different 
online publications. Almost all 
of this writing has been about my 
outdoor activities. Against all odds, 
in just a couple months, I will 
(hopefully) enjoy my 75th birthday.  
 Many times, I will sit and 
ponder, “Why am I still here?” 
Most of the men in my family 
never made it this far. I have many 
health problems over the years and 
continue to fight many different 
issues. I believe God must have a 
reason for keeping me around. 
 When I was in college, I was 

taking an allergy shot every week 
for over seven years. I went to the 
doctor one week, got the shot, went 
into shock and died. I received two 
shots of epinephrine to counteract 
the shock and two shots of adrenalin 
to help get my heart started again. 
Against all odds, I am still here.
 About ten years later, I had 
severe pain in my stomach and went 
to the hospital. Nothing could be 
found. Of course, this was 40 years 
ago and testing wasn’t as advanced 
as it is now. After six days in the 
hospital, the doctors decided to do 
an exploratory surgery to see if they 
could find the problem. When they 

opened me up, I was full of gangrene. 
My gall bladder had ruptured almost 
a week earlier. They said another 
couple days and I would have died. 
Against all odds, I am still here.
 Twenty-five years ago, I had 
shoulder surgery. Not a major 
problem. A common operation. 
They told Susie I would be out of 
recovery and back in my room in 30 
minutes. Nearly three hours later, I 
still couldn’t breathe on my own. Too 
much anesthesia? They wouldn’t say. 
Against all odds, I am still here.
 On another occasion, the doctor 
sent me for a stress test. When the 
results came back, the doctor asked 

SCHUY-RUSH PARKSCHUY-RUSH PARK

217-322-6628217-322-6628

225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 

Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers

Playground 
Pavilions

8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

when I had had a heart attack. I never 
knew I had one. Against all odds, I 
am still here.
 After shoulder surgery, various 
doctors noticed a strange sound in my 
neck. Numerous tests couldn’t find the 
reason. They sent me to Indianapolis 
for further tests. They discovered a 
hole in my subclavian artery. Blood 
was coming out of this hole every 
time my heart beat. They called it a 
pseudo aneurism. They needed to put 
a stent inside the artery to plug the 
hole. As I was wheeled into surgery, 
I was told they had never done this 
surgery before, but “in theory, it 
should work.” Apparently, when the 

Assorted fossils inside concretions from southern Indiana. Fish fossil from a quarry in Wyoming. Author gold panning in southern Indiana creek.
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B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available
1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350

Call: 815.433.0432
Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com

Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

anesthesia needle was removed from 
this artery after my shoulder surgery, 
the hole didn’t close. Against all 
odds, I am still here.
 While fixing this problem, they 
asked me when I had broken my neck. 
They showed me on the screen where 
my neck was broken. We figured it 
had happened once when I had fallen 
off of a horse and landed on my head. 
Against all odds, I am still here.
 A few years ago, my cardiologist 
informed me I had a heart murmur 
and would have to get a new heart 
valve in the near future. Until then, 
I should not engage in any extreme 
sports. Last fall, I went to Indy for 
an echocardiogram to prepare for 
my new valve. While getting ready 
for surgery, the nurse asked when 
I had had a stroke. I didn’t know I 
had had one. They found I had a 60% 
blockage in one artery and 80% in 
another. They had to put three stents 
in to repair those before I could get 
the new valve. Surgery took only 
about an hour, but where the catheter 
was taken out of my wrist, it took 11 

hours to get the bleeding stopped. 
Against all odds, I am still here.
 A couple years before my heart 
surgery, tests found a large cancerous 
tumor on my kidney. When they 
removed that, they took about 20% 
of my right kidney with it. Tests 
every six months have shown the 
cancer is completely gone. Against 
all odds, I am still here. 
 Besides fighting diabetes, taking 
insulin shots, and having severe 
lower back pain for the last 20 years, 

I don’t know of any other major 
problems at this time. I always heard 
God had a plan. I just don’t know 
what mine is. The only reason I can 
think of is to keep me writing stories 
to entertain and educate my readers. 
Perhaps that’s why I’m still here.
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

Creason with new metal detector won in a Kentucky seeded hunt.

Author with Savage .410 and 
South Dakota pheasants.

Against All Odds . . . continued

On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
Family Fun  • Reunions

Business Meetings • New Rooms

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950
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TOTALTOTAL
CONCEALMENTCONCEALMENT

GAME BLINDSGAME BLINDS

Manufactured by Miller’s Storage Buildings
1616 State Hwy 133, Arthur, IL 61911

217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
have been developed with 
input from hunters like you. 
Miller’s will customize your 

Blind or Cabin with many 
more options you may need. 

Call for more info.

HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLCHUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

JUST GO By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 We love to go hiking as a family.  
This is an activity that we have done 
for as long as I can remember.  After 
my injury it has become harder as I use 
a mobility scooter for longer distances.   
Many of the trails are to ruff or muddy 
for a scooter make it down or back up.  
However, we have found some trials 
that are fun and accessible.  Some of 
them are more accessible than others, 
and some I must stop before the end of 
the trail, but all are fun.   
St Louis Canyon is a trail that we enjoy 
and do often, it does have steps and 
involves walking.  St. Louis Canyon 
at Starved Rock is at the bottom of a 
large hill however it is paved, and I 
can use my scooter to get to the trail 
head.  Aside from the steps once on the 
trail it is relatively flat even though it 
is dirt and sand.  It leads to a beautiful 
waterfall.  This is a trail that is harder 
but well worth it.  
 This Hike we decide to go on this 
day was an new to us trail at Starved 
Rock, Illinois Canyon.  On the way 
to the trail head, we drove a snaking 
road that took us to the river valley 
with great views.  Once at the trailhead 
the trail was mostly flat as we Started 
our hike in.  My mobility scooter has 
no issue starting the trail.  There was 
some mud, but it wasn’t so thick that 
I couldn’t get through it. The trail was 
very well shaded so even though it was 
a hot sunny day the hiking was nice.  As 
we continued a creek came into view it 
snaked along the trail.   About halfway 
to the end of the trail there is an area 
where the land flattened out by the 
creek.  There were old fallen trees that 
we used as benches for the picnic we 
brought with us. Being as it was a valley 
there was nice breeze for the lunch and 
hike. After lunch we continued along 
the trail.  Close to the end of the trail 
there is a creek crossing that my scooter 
couldn’t cross.  My wife and kids went 
ahead to see how far the waterfall and 

swimming hole were.  I was relaxing 
siting by the creek and looking at the 
valley walls and listening to the creek.  
After a few minutes my wife came back 
to tell me that once across the rocky 
bottom creek that it wasn’t too far to the 
swimming hole.  There were two more 
easy creek crossings along the way.  
 Once to the swimming hole there 
were several other families that were 
swimming too.  The waterfall was 
small as it was coming from an upper 
pool.  However, the swimming hole 

was full and deep enough for the kids to 
jump off the rocks to swim.   The hike 
back was quite enjoyable as well as it 
was evening and the canyon looked 
different as the light had changed.  
Illinois Canyon is well worth the visit.  
Hiking is something as a family that 
we truly enjoy.  While we have had 
to make some changes in how we 
experience that outdoors we make 
sure to ensure we still do.  If there 
are anyways that you have found to 
experience the outdoors and would 
like to share them feel free to contact 
me.    Thane Hunt at 309-338-0990 or 
huntsgungetaway@gmail.com.

Swimming hole and waterfall

Along the trail

Picnic location
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THE FALLEN OUTDOORS 
SPRING FISHING

 The Fallen Outdoors is a national 
501c3 (Non-Profit) specifically geared 
towards taking veterans on outdoor 
adventures. We (Team Illinois) had a huge 
opportunity with local guides to do just 
that, with a full schedule consisting of 12 
fishing trips with area guides in addition 
to our own staffed trips. We always like to 
add in a few turkey hunts, and even some 
SXS trips but fishing is our goal for the 
spring. For a 3 month total our team was 
able to take over 40 veterans on outdoor 
adventures. Friendships are made- that 
give these veterans a hand to reach out 
to when they find themselves needing 
that comradery. The Men and Women 
that attend these events find similarities 
in life struggles and yet confidence in 
their personal gains. We share laughs and 
stories that bring back life to the day and 
a lot of relief in that we are not as alone 
as we think. So, let’s talk about some of 
the amazing guides and people that help 
the team – Make this possible for Illinois 
Veterans. 

 As waters opened in Illinois – so 
did the opportunities to take veterans 
in the outdoors. Team Illinois partners 
with guides in Central Illinois such as 
Nick Rose from Rambling Rose Guide 
Service. Nick serves the State of Illinois 
as a 1st Sergeant in the Army National 
Guard recruiting world. His network 
and knowledge reaches far beyond the 
borders of recruiting and doesn’t stop at 
just fishing. Nick guides several Goose 
hunting trips in Northern Illinois for 
the team and volunteers his time for a 
great event that takes place on the lake 
each November called Anglers Tribute 
to Veterans. 
 David Keefer of Keefer’s Guide 
Service is an active National Guard 
recruiting team member and at one point 
was a member of Team Illinois. David also 
serves as the Charleston High Schools 
Bass Teams coach, so his plate is always 
full. David has taken several of our vets 
on trips and helps each year at our annual 
Operation Rally Point. David’s specialty 

By Clayton Yantis

WHEN YOU’RE READY TO INVEST IN A NEW OR PRE-OWNED MOWER, 
CARGO TRAILER, EQUIPMENT TRAILER, UTILITY TRAILER, FLAT DECK TRAILER 

OR DUMP TRAILER WE ARE PREPARED TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

WE ARE PROUD TO BE AN AUTHORIZED DEALER 
OF QUALITY BRANDS LIKE:

CALL OR VISIT US TODAY AND FIND OUT HOW 
OUR TEAM CAN HELP YOU FIND THE DOLITTLE TRAILER 

AND SPARTAN MOWER YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR.

1925 E. CLEAR LAKE, SPRINGFIELD, IL
217-280-4170 

WWW.TRAILERSDIRECTSPRINGFIELD.COM

2022 Doolittle Trailer MFG BBG SA 
Vending/Concessions Trailer - $8,350

Stock #111200

2021 KG Pro Law Mowers- $7,829
Stock #S61055

18 NEW 
2022 MOWERS 

ARRIVING 
IN MID-JULY! 

CALL FOR PRICING

2022 Cherokee Trailers Low Pro 14 Utility 
Trailer $3,100 - Stock #01017

2021 Spartan Mowers KG XD Lawn 
Mowers- $9,059 - Stock #S61057

2022 Dolittle Trailer MFG Utility 77x14 Pipe 
Top Utility Trailer $3,525 - Stock #105689

2022 Doolittle Trailer MFG Dump 82x16 
Deluxe Gooseneck Dump Trailer

$18,450 - Stock #106903

2022 Dolittle Trailer MFG Utility 84x16 Pipe 
Top Utility Trailer $5,650 - Stock #109566
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lies in the Crappie and Walleye on Lake 
Shelbyville too. 
 Brian Griffon runs a phenomenal 
charter on Lake Michigan for Salmon, 
Trout and COHO. Our Veterans all receive 
a 6-hour trip on the lake and there is never 
a dull moment. Brian also guides a few of 
our Northern Illinois Goose trips also in 
mid to late January alongside Nick Rose. 
 Our Bass fishing comes in all shapes 
and sizes and we fish across the state. 
Smallies and Largemouth are hot on every 
lake in the spring. Moon Pie Outdoors a 

dedicated sponsor to Team Illinois, takes 
the time to coach and mentor our anglers 
on the Fox River to help land the small 
mouth bass. The fight is a little better and 
the veterans get a full day of 30+ fish but 
I have a few private lakes I take veterans 
on here in the Springfield area and the 
big, largemouth never disappoint. With 
everything from 2.5-6.9 lbs of fun we put 
some action-packed trips together. 
 All our trips are 100% free to the 
Veterans we take and all that we ask is 
that the Veteran provide a small tip to 

the guides. Our Staff does not accept tips 
but gas money or a meal is never turned 
down. We post our trips on our Facebook 
Network- The Fallen Outdoors Midwest 
and we have around 18k followers all 
connected to the Veteran Community. 
What our organization offers that a lot of 
smaller organizations don’t is the ability 
to network to different regions. If you join 
the different regional pages and watch for 
trips- Veterans can travel and partake in 
hunts of a lifetime. If you as a veteran 
are traveling to Florida and want to do an 

Alligator hunt – We have staff members 
skilled in that style of hunting and are 
willing to do so with enough notice. Hog 
hunts in the Southern region are a great 
time. Elk hunts out west are shared from 
time to time with the ability to purchase 
an out of state tag. Alaska Caribou hunt 
is my bucket list hunt and at some point, 
I will make that trip. But if you can hunt 
it or fish it- We will do our best to put a 
veteran on that species.

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL

309-697-0076

Bobcat Zero-Turn Mowers. We’ve 
built our reputation on performance, 

versatility and toughness. 
Now, we’re bringing it to the turf!

Bobcat Compact Tractors. 
Feel right at home doing the 
toughest work on your land.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION 
WITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIESWITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIES..
•  Come see our new store and Fritz’s Delicatessen, Sam’s Steak 

& Chop Shop and Carroll’s Smokehouse!
•  New banquet facilities ready for you next party or meeting. 
•  Custom Livestock Processing - Available By Appointment Only
•  The Peoria Area’s Premier Deer Sausage & Salami Maker Since 

1954 is Back
•  Raber Packing Company does full processing of  your deer and 

all products are fully processed in our new state of  the art plant.

WWW.RABERPACKING.COMWWW.RABERPACKING.COM

RABER PACKING COMPANYRABER PACKING COMPANY
3000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 616043000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 61604

309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM

Popular Choices:Popular Choices:
Barbeque Sticks, Salami & 

Cheese Sticks, Jalapeno and 
Cheese Salami, Bratwurst, 
Polish or Summer Sausage

We also smoke 
Turkey’s and Geese!

CALL US FOR ALL OF CALL US FOR ALL OF 
YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

SERVING MACKINAW AND SURROUNDING AREAS
Call, text or complete a form for a quote!

309-620-4409
www.6hslabjacking.com

game hunting for precision squirrel 
hunting CCI high speed hollow points 
for semi-autos and subsonic hollow 
point for fixed breach guns. The most 
surprising 22 ammo is Aguila, it’s 
economical and accurate. To tell the 
truth my Henrys shoot everything 

The 22 Sporter . . . continued

Aguila won this group test 
with the Henry Frontier

good. The Dime test of 5 shots inside 
a .50 circle dictates ammo accuracy in 
your gun, at 25 yards. If you test from 
50 to 100 yards, it’s the wind and not 
the ammo.
      If you plan on formal target shooting 
Eleytenx, Wolf Match Extra and the 
almost extinct Federal Ultra Match 
will get you in the winner circle.
      I use Bushnell scopes a lot. You 
can go more expensive but a Bushnell 
Banner 3x9 on a 22 becomes a Squirrel 
Sniper. Vortex Crossfire scopes are 
used on my short-range deer rifles and 
AR-15, while I also have one on my 
pet Marlin 25, in 22 WMR. When you 
put a good scope on a good 22 rifle, 
you enter a world far beyond iron sites. 
Two things happen, you discover what 
your rifle will really do and you find 
out what you can really do. Mastering 
a 22 rifle is the sum of its parts, and 
you the shooter is one of the parts. Set 
goals and then surpass them, find a kid 
and ....Pass it on.

Camping with friends is cool, especially at Paddy Creek Wilderness.

Brooks Birkey with a nice shed he found while mushrooming. 
Thanks for sharing this with ASO Magazine.
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE
 IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

LARGE SELECTION OF LARGE SELECTION OF 
CONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCKCONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCK

HOURS: M-F 8am – 5pm
Sat. 9am – Noon or by Appointment

Lowe Jon Boats & Roughnecks 
16’-18’- 6 Available

Jon Boat Trailers Available 
starting at $1,509

NOW TAKING 
NOW TAKING 

LOWE BOATLOWE BOAT
 ORDERS  ORDERS 
FOR 2023FOR 2023

full of life. Always look for duck 
weed (small thin mats of little red 
leaves), hippie grass and hydrilla. 
Bass use these weeds as much, if not 
more, than normal “mats.”
 Open water is the most over 
looked aspect of frog fishing. These 
baits catch giant bass in small tulle 
pockets, between weed lines and 
the bank or also known as the buffer 
zone, trees, brush and the underside 
of docks. Some of my very best 
froggin’ days have been in these open 
pockets near heavy cover. Again, I 
look for a small depth change to give 
the fish comfort and look for areas 
that are alive with bait fish and other 
wildlife. These are fertile areas bass 
like to live in and ambush prey from. 
Fish the points and small pockets near 
these places, the biggest fish get the 
best cover in these areas. One of the 
best locations within these pockets is 
one where there is a single log in the 
back of the pocket near a point that 
has a little depth or current. BINGO! 
Big fish.
 During the post spawn period 
vertical cover is very important. 
This is one place where big females, 
recovering from the spawn, can 
simply move up to feed and then 
back down for shelter. Bass tend to 
recover from the spawn suspended, 
near areas that are shallow and filled 
with Bluegill and other baitfish. This 
makes it easier to catch them on a 
frog. Any body of water that has 
heavy cover will produce frog fish. 
Many times in reservoirs you can 
find floating debris mats, flooded 
willows, and other brush, small weed 
patches or algae blooms. All these 
different types of cover will hold fish. 
Even bridge pilings and bluff walls 
will give up frog fish. In many lakes 
during a low water year and during 
the fall draw down old timber lines 
will come out of the water creating 
great frog opportunities.

The Mechanics Of Frog Fishing
 You will always hear anglers talk 
about how they lost a big fish using 
the frog, or about how many fish they 
missed. Practicing good mechanics 
will put a lot of those missed fish in 

the boat. The first thing is the rod and 
reel you pick. As I said earlier, I use 
a slightly lighter action rod because 
of my hook set. If you have a fast 
aggressive hook set you should use 
a similar rod. Now is the time to be 
honest with yourself, if you have a 
slower less aggressive hook set, then 
use the heavier action fast rod to 
compensate for your hook set while 
fishing open water. When using a 
frog, it is necessary to set the hook 
hard in order to bury the hooks and 
get the bass moving away from the 
cover. Using these rod tips will help 
with a lot of the missed fish.
 The timing of the hook set is 
critical. You will hear a lot of guys 
talking about waiting until you feel the 
weight of the fish to swing. I disagree 
with this; you will end up missing 
several fish. The only time I will pause 
to feel a fish is when fishing very thick 
mats. Evaluate the strike and set the 
hook accordingly. What I mean by this 
is if a fish blows up on the bait in an 
open pocket and is very aggressive, 
set the hook immediately. There is a 
ninety percent chance that the fish has 
the bait deep in its mouth based upon 
how aggressively it hit the bait. Fish in 
the four to ten-pound range will rarely 
miss the bait. If they decide to exert 
the extra energy, they make sure that 
they get something for it. If you were 
to wait to feel the fish, there’s a good 
chance it will have already spit out the 

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

ECA Inc. • 1614 Community Beach Road, Odin, IL 62870
Call Jeff (618) 367-3118 or email him at 5570elj@gmail.com 

Visit us on Facebook! • ISRA.org

JULY 23RD & 24TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

AUGUST 27TH & 28TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

bait, or will be in the process of spitting 
out the bait, and you will barely skin 
hook the fish. A big fish can inhale and 
exhale the bait in less than one second. 
When a fish just rolls on the frog I try 
to visually see the frog and determine 
if it has the bait or not. When a fish 

misses the bait I throw in a follow 
up bait. I use a Senko if the fish was 
sluggish and just rolled on the frog. If 
the fish was aggressive and missed, I 
throw my frog right back to her. These 
shallow fish are hot and ready to fight, 
don’t give them a chance to spit the 

LARGE ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT

Frog Fishing Basics . . . cont.
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bait and be gone. Evaluate the strike 
and swing accordingly, and don’t stop 
reeling till the fish is in the net.
 Casting is key! Short accurate 
casts catch more fish than firing a long 
cast and making a huge splash. Be 
sure to present your frog quietly into 
the water and always be prepared. A 
lot of these fish will eat your frog as 
soon as it touches the water. Be ready 
for this and make sure to engage your 
reel immediately so you can set the 
hook as soon as that fish eats the frog. 
Try practicing roll casts and pitching 
in your back yard. These two casts 
I’ve found to be the most effective for 
shallow water targets.
 I use a double Palomar knot for 
all my frog fishing. I believe this is 
the strongest knot out there! The only 
difference between a double Palomar 
and a regular Palomar is doubling the 
line up while tying it. Normally you 
would go through the eye of the hook 
the back through making the loop for 
the over hand knot, with the double 
Palomar you would go through the 
eye once, back through and repeat 
this step one more time so your line 

has been quadrupled before actually 
tying the knot. This is a painstaking 
process and does use more line than 
normal; however, this knot will not 
break no matter how hard you set 
the hook. Leave about a quarter inch 
of tag line off the knot after tying it. 
Braid will continue to cinch itself 
down even after a couple hook sets, if 
you trim the excess braid right at the 
knot it will cinch up when setting the 
hook and slip out of its self-resulting 
in a lost fish.
 Rod positioning is very critical. 
I always keep my rod tip pointed 
at the water directly in front of me, 
about 4 to 8 inches off the water. 
The rod positioning is important for 
the action you are giving the frog 
as well as allowing a good position 
for a powerful hook set. I don’t have 
to waste time reeling up slack line 
to have my rod tip down to make a 
hookset, the rod is already positioned 
to set the hook! Never get caught 
with your rod out of position to the 
side of your body or pointed up when 
a fish hits, you will not be able to 
penetrate the hooks and miss almost 

every fish. Practice engaging your 
reel quickly and immediately getting 
the rod into the right position as soon 
as the frog hits water. Practice until 
it becomes second nature so you are 
never caught off guard.
 Throwing frogs can be very 
rewarding for numbers and big fish. 
The next time you’re throwing the frog 
remember these tips and I promise 
they will help you put a few more 
fish in the boat! Always remember 
that confidence is everything and 
bass fishing is seventy-five percent 

MEL PRICEMEL PRICE
STORAGE CONTAINERSSTORAGE CONTAINERS

RENTALS & SALESRENTALS & SALES
DANVILLE

SIZES” 10’, 20’, 40’, 45’ & 48’
Cell: 217-304-1722

Office: 217-442-9092
prcml@yahoo.com

WE DELIVER!

mental. Think outside of the box and 
do what works for you. My way of 
fishing or any other way may not be 
right for you, these are simply tips 
and guide lines that work for me… 
fundamentals that you can tweak or 
twist in a way that will work best for 
you! Stop at the local bait shop and 
pick up some Snag Proof frogs and 
some River to Sea Bully WA frogs 
along with heavy braided line and 
go have some fun! Until next month, 
Good Luck, Good Fishing and hope 
to see you on the water somewhere!

Kyle Gilkeson with a 10lb bass caught on a private lake in Peoria county
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
RECENT BUYERS BOOST SPENDING ON 
REMODELING, FURNISHINGS

 A recent study from the National 
Association of REALTORS® 
estimated that, in 2021, the housing 
market generated a median of about 
$113,000 in economic impact per 
home sale. Read more: How Home 
Sales Help Local Economies
 The National Association of 
Home Builders recently released a 
study documenting the economic 
benefit of a home sale. During the first 
year after closing on a house, a typical 

buyer of a newly built single-family 
detached home spends, on average, 
$9,250 more than a similar non-
moving homeowner. A buyer of an 
existing single-family detached home 
tends to spend over $5,240 more than 
a similar non-moving owner, the 
NAHB analysis found.
 The study finds that buyers of 
newly built homes spend the most 
on property alterations and repairs 
following a move, despite the home 
being brand-new. “A typical new-
home buyer ... is estimated to spend 
almost twice as much on these 
projects ($9,288) compared to an 

identical household that stays put in a 
house they already own,” the NAHB 
notes on its Eye on Housing blog. 
Researchers say the extra spending 
is most common for building outdoor 
features, like patios, pools, walkways, 
fences, landscaping and various 
additions to the new home.
 Buyers of new homes also spent 
considerably more on furnishings 
following their move. They spent 
an average of $4,729 on furnishings 
and $4,138 on appliances following a 
move.
 Buyers of an existing home also 
tended to spend the most on property 
alterations and repairs following a 

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Find & Like us on Facebook!

Land, Real Estate, Household,
Machinery, Tools & MORE!

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

3622 N. Knoxville 
Peoria, IL 61603

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

O’BRYAN & BALL
309-323-0399

Mike O’Bryan 
Jessica Ball 
Justin Ball

Build Your Dream Home or 
Buy the Land Just to Enjoy 

the Amenities at  
Lake Camelot! 

This private community  
offers 2 stocked lakes, 

beach, pool, clubhouse, 
tennis courts, baseball  

diamond, playground and 
activities throughout  

the year.

Check Out These Great Building Sites!

Enjoy the Lake Life Now! 

5105 W. Farmington Road, Peoria, IL

W. Darlington Drive 
Mapleton, IL • $6,500 

.27 acre lot

W. Littleeld Drive 
Mapleton, IL • $6,500 

.28 acre corner lot

Front Parcel • $260,000 
2.75± acres located on  

Farmington Road next to Dollar 
General.

Rear Parcel • $487,500 
Over 60 acres - ideal  

for recreational property or  
private residential estate.

O-Bryan_June 22_ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/17/22  3:15 PM  Page 1

move—$7,391. (That is still below 
the $9,288 that new-home buyers 
spent.)
 “In the case of buying an older 
home, most of this extra spending 
goes to property repairs, alterations, 
and various remodeling projects,” the 
NAHB notes.
 Buyers of existing homes spent 
$2,988, on average, on furnishings and 
$2,799 on appliances, also less than 
purchasers of new-home construction, 
the study finds.

CONCRETE WORK OF 
ALL TYPES & SIZES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Ag Work/Pole Buildings
• Stamped Concrete
• Decorative Concrete
• Driveways & Repairs
• Footings/Walls
• Beautiful Backyards

Phone: 309-208-6709 or 309-208-6707 • Email: waterfowl6@aol.com
Call or Text for Free Estimates!

www.midillinoiscontractors.com

©Oscar Wong-Moment/Getty Images



Annual Summer Online Consignment Auction
Saturday July 30, 2022 ~ Items Begin Ending at 5PM

Lehde Auction Facility
289 South Illinois St Addieville IL 62214 

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS
All items must be consigned by Wednesday July 27th 

Accepting all types of Farm Equipment, Construction Equipment, 
Trucks, Livestock Equipment, Antique Farm Equipment, & Tools.  

(NO HOUSEHOLD PLEASE)
To consign items please call Lehde Auction Service 618-559-5082 

Email - jolehde@hotmail.com 
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TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE AUCTION 
SERVICE 618-559-5082 OR EMAIL JOLEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM

LARGE OR SMALL YOUR AUCTION DESERVES A GOOD CALL!!

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM 
OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 

ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

REAL ESTATE & 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 
AUCTION OF MARILYN 

WREATH ESTATE

ANNUAL SUMMER
ONLINE CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION

SUNDAY JULY 3RD AT 11:00AM

SATURDAY JULY 30, 2022
ITEMS BEGIN ENDING AT 5PM 

Lehde Auction Facility 289 South Illinois St
Addieville IL 62214

Accepting all types of Farm Equipment, 
Construction Equipment, Trucks, Livestock Equipment, 

Antique Farm Equipment, & Tools. 
(NO HOUSEHOLD PLEASE)

To consign items please call Lehde Auction Service 
618-559-5082 Email - jolehde@hotmail.com

ALL ITEMS MUST BE CONSIGNED BY 
WEDNESDAY JULY 27TH

BUYERS MAY BE GAINING 
LEVERAGE

PARENTS STEPPING IN TO 
HELP ADULT CHILDREN 
BUY HOMES

 A turning point may be occurring 
in the housing market. Fewer people 
were searching for “homes for sale” on 
Google during the week ending May 21, 
down 10% from a year earlier. Home 
tour activity is falling slightly, mortgage 
purchase applications are down 14% 
compared to a year earlier, and, while it’s 
still uncommon, more home sellers are 
dropping their asking prices.
 Meanwhile, housing inventories are 
showing a slight improvement. Active 
inventory rose 8% annually, the first 
time that benchmark has been reached 
in nearly three years, realtor.com®’s 
monthly housing trends report shows. A 
rising number of homeowners may be 
growing more confident in selling, and 
they may want to cash out before any 
slowdowns in the housing market.
 Competition is still tight. Fifty-four 
percent of homes that went under contract 
had an accepted offer within the first two 
weeks of being listed, Redfin reports. Thirty-
nine percent of homes went under contract 
within one week of hitting the market.
 Home prices are still high. The 

 With rising home prices, the “bank 
of mom and dad” has been helping many 
adult children purchase their first home. 
More parents reportedly are helping their 
young adult children buy, whether by 
co-signing on a mortgage, gifting them 
money for a down payment, or even 
buying the property outright for them, 
Bloomberg reports.
 “It has a lot to do with rental prices 
being so higher,” Becki Danchik, with 
Coldwell Banker Warburg in New York, 
told Bloomberg. “They feel like it’s a 
waste to be throwing away money on 
rent when they can capitalize on the sales 
market right now.”
 Climbing home prices and mortgage 
rates above 5% are making entering 
homeownership more difficult for first-
time buyers. Further, housing economists 
have increasingly been pointing to real 
estate as a way to soften the blow of 40-
year high inflation and the advantages of 
owning rather than paying high rents.

median national home price climbed to an 
all-time high in May, reaching $447,000, 
realtor.com® reports.
 Aspiring buyers are expressing 
greater concerns over prices. Fannie Mae’s 
home purchase sentiment index showed 
that 79% of respondents reported that it’s 
a bad time to buy a home, a new survey 
high. Affordability is the main reason for 
their concern, the survey found.
 Mortgage rates and home prices have 
climbed, pushing on buyers’ budgets. “The 
sudden surge in mortgage rates led to a 
sudden and significant cool down in the 
housing market in May,” says Chen Zao, 
the lead of Redfin’s economics research 
team. “However, mortgage rates are now 
stabilizing and homes remain in short 
supply, so while we do expect home price 
growth rates to decline, we don’t expect 
prices to fall much at a national level. For 
home buyers trying to determine the best 
timing this year, the main benefit of waiting 
is that there may be less competition as 
supply starts to build up.”

In big cities, parents are showing greater 
interest in real estate investments to avoid 
paying expensive student housing fees, 
real estate pros say. College students in 
large metro areas are making up a sizable 
portion of clients, they say.
 “You see interest from people 
saying, ‘That could be a down payment. 
I may just as well have an apartment 
that appreciates,” Ian Slater, a broker at 
Compass in New York, told Bloomberg 
about the high prices in student housing.
 Financial advisers report an increasing 
number of ultra-wealthy parents who 
are seeking advice on purchasing homes 
for their adult children because of the 
increased cap in the gift and estate tax 
exemptions, Bloomberg reports. The 2017 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act has doubled through 
2025 the amount that Americans can pass 
on to their heirs tax-free, to just over $12 
million for individuals in 2022, while the 
gift tax annual exclusion amount increases 
in 2022 to $16,000.

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS
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Washington County IL 10+ Acres
Bidding Closes 

Wed, July 13, 8PM CST
Property Located at 

1751 Garfield Rd, Oakdale IL
Wooded with 3-Room Cabin

Call Auctioneer Wayne Keller
618-407-1679

Williamson & Johnson Co IL 1971 Acres
Bidding Closes 

Thur, July 14, 8PM CST
Property Located SE Creal Springs IL 

Wooded Creek Bottom 
with Sugar Creek

Call Auctioneer Wayne Keller
618-407-1679

Crawford County IL 20+ Acres
Bidding Closes 

Fri, July 22, 8PM CST
Property Located at 

N 900th St, Flat Rock IL
Quality Hunting Spot! All Wooded!

Call Auctioneer Don Bailey
618-919-103

Washington County IL 20 Acres
Bidding Closes 

Thur, July 28, 8PM CST
Property Located on Harding Road, 

Oakdale IL
Mostly Upland Woods, 2.2 Ac CRP, Creek

Call Auctioneer Wayne Keller
618-407-1679

Buy A Farm Brokers and Auctioneers Are Licensed in IL, MO and IN.
Offices in Flora, Greenup, Kinmundy, Murphysboro, 

Sparta and Steeleville, IL

TERMS: 10% DOWN. NO BUYER’S PREMIUM. AUCTIONEERS WAYNE KELLER, IL LIC #441.002475 AND DON BAILEY, IL LIC #441.002325. 
COMPLETE TERMS, BIDDING, AERIALS, INFO, ETC. ON BUYAFARM.COM.

BUYAFARM.COMBUYAFARM.COM
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998

TO BID GO TO BUYAFARM.COM

A LESSON IN TOLERANCE - SHARING THE 
TRAIL WITH A PROTECTIVE MOTHER BOBCAT
By Doug Brown

National Park Service from USA, Public 
domain, via Wikimedia Commons

 A District Wildlife Biologist 
never knows what the next phone call 
from the public might bring. A call 
I received in the month of May was 
one that turned out to be particularly 
interesting and a teachable moment. 
The call came from a nature center in 
my district where I was informed that 
hikers had reported two incidents of 
an adult bobcat showing “aggressive 
behavior” towards them on a trail. In 
both instances, the hikers were walking 
dogs on leashes. Staff with the nature 
center walked the trail and reported 

seeing the bobcat looking at them 
from several yards away, growling 
softly and standing its ground. The 
nature center staff posted the trail as 
“closed” and requested information 
from Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources on further actions.

 I arrived at the visitor’s center 
early the following day and was led to 
the trail by staff. Viewing the location 
of the sightings from a distance, three 

or four small (roughly 8 inches long) 
but very mobile kittens “scurried” 
from the opposite side of a log and into 
the hollow end. The adult didn’t make 
an appearance, but a 3-foot diameter 
worn oval area in the vegetation next 
to the log indicated where it likely 
had spent a significant amount of 
time. The bedding area was similar in 
appearance to a deer bed but devoid 
of any visible shed hair.

 Scanning the trees in the vicinity 
of the log for the adult, it never 
revealed itself to me. My anecdotal 
assessment was that the bobcat was 
a female and she had recently moved 
the kittens to the log after a storm 
had dumped nearly 4 inches of rain 
on the area, flooding a nearby small 
creek. Other hikers had traveled the 
trail during the same time period, but 
only the two accompanied by dogs 
had observed the mother bobcat’s 
“aggressive” behavior. With young 
kittens in the area, the dogs might 
have raised her level of anxiety, 
causing her to take “fight” over 
“flight” reaction. Running from a dog 
trailed by several small kittens would 
likely not work out well for an already 
stressed kindle of kittens. 
 I praise the decisions made by 
the nature center staff and the hikers 
for not only following the rules and 

Photo courtesy of Stan McTaggart.

Photo by National Park Service from USA, 
Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.
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8202 S. HIDDEN POINT ROAD 
GLASFORD, IL • $770,000 A True Hidden Gem! 

Luxury, privacy and wide 
open spaces await in 

this 8500+ sq. ft. home 
on 5.85 acres with a  
private 5 acre pond. 

Fireplaced great room, 
large chef’s kitchen, 2 
laundry rooms, main 

floor master suite plus a 
finished basement with 

2nd full kitchen, bar, 
gym room and family 
room. There’s also a 5 

car heated garage!
5.85  

Acres

Pallardy June 2022 ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/10/22  6:22 PM  Page 1

having their dogs leashed, but also 
recognizing the need to immediately 
exit the area and inform the staff of 
the incident.
 As bobcats continue to re-
populate the more residential parts of 
the state, it is important to recognize 
the potential for encountering them. 
This is especially important in the 
spring, when the instincts of a mother 
with young may result in a normally 
shy and reclusive bobcat alerting 
human visitors of its presence. 
 One might think the best solution 
is always to remove an animal from 
an area where there appears to be a 
human/wildlife conflict. However, 
there may be good reason why the 
animal is putting on a defensive show 

(several little ones in this case) and 
we should give them space and exit 
the area. This mother bobcat reminds 
us that if we can tolerate some minor 
inconveniences, such as simply 
closing a section of trail temporarily, 
we can better coexist with nature.
 Learn more about the 
bobcat at Wildlife Illinois.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).

Learn more about how the bobcat harvest is regulated here. 
Photo by Terry Spivey, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org.

KAREN AMMONS’ TROUT HANDLING
By Dan Galusha

 You may remember that a couple of months ago we had 
a photo of Karen Ammons of Davenport, IA with her first northern pike.  

As of August, she will have been fishing for one year.  In that time, thanks 
to Doug Peiffer, she has been introduced to the opportunity to catch several 

species of fish in various locations in Iowa and Minnesota.
 Recently Doug took Karen for a day of trout fishing.  He snapped 

a photo just in time to capture some of Karen’s expert trout handling 
techniques.  The expression on her face says it all.
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FARM & CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

SATURDAY JULY 23, 2022 AT 9 A.M.
Auction Location: 7526 Old State Rt 121 Rd, Hopedale, IL 61747 

(Take exit 19 off I-155)
Taking consignments at the lot July 5 - 22

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon – Fri
Saturday 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Call or Email to get your items advertised skauctionsllc@yahoo.com
Advertising Deadline June 25

THE CURRENT LAND MARKET IS HOT!
WE HAVE ACTIVE BUYERS WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY

NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL

THE LAND SPECIALISTS AT ACRE PRO ILLINOIS FARM AND REC LAND ARE HERE 
TO HELP LEAD THE WAY FOR YOUR IN ALL YOUR BUYING /SELLING NEEDS

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

35 ACRES PEORIA COUNTY- $289,000
UNDER CONTRACT

31 ACRES PEORIA COUNTY- $239,900
UNDER CONTRACT

99 ACRE KNOX COUNTY- $990,000
UNDER CONTRACT

142 ACRES FULTON COUNTY- $710,000
UNDER CONTRACT

BRAD BESSLER
(309) 231-1449

Brad.belser@acrepro.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777

Jim.ferguson@acrepro.com

 Growing up in rural Central Illinois 
there was not a lot to do but fish, hunt, 
and spend time outdoors. We did not 
have all the electronic gadgets that kids 
entertain themselves with today, and I am 
thankful for that. My version of a spinner 
that the kids are playing with today was a 
weed eater.
 Spending all the time I did pursuing 
squirrels, deer, and other game animals, 
along with plenty of fishing for bluegills 
and bass as a child only fueled my fire for 
the outdoors. With the fire fully engulfed 
when I entered my adult years, I decided 
to take my passion for the outdoors and 
turn it in to a way to make a living. That 
is not an easy task to accomplish, but 
I chose to try my hand at writing about 
my experiences. Mainly because I do not 

have a T.V face, or a radio voice.
 Over the years, I have had the 
opportunity to do some pretty cool things.  
I have been able to hunt and fish some 
amazing places across the globe. But a 
place I had never visited was the state of 
Michigan. Michigan is just a hop, skip 
and a jump from my home in Illinois but 
Michigan has always eluded me.
 When I think of Michigan, Detroit 
always comes to mind. I have never 
considered the great opportunities that 
can be had in the state of Michigan. 
Particularly, the little town of Gaylord in 
Otsego County. Gaylord recently received 
tornado damage, but I can assure you that 
Gaylord is ready for you to visit.
 It did not take long for me to realize 
that we were far from the hustle and 
bustle of the big city as we drove through 
the rolling hillsides and winding roads. 
Cottages and vacation homes replaced 
the big skyscrapers I had imagined 
seeing. Cows replaced taxi cabs, and the 
only smell was fresh, not smog. OK, so 
I should have been more open-minded 

about visiting the state of Michigan.
 Upon checking in at Treetops Resort, 
I was quick to realize this was not your 
normal resort. Downhill skiing was 
out the back doors of the lodge, great 
restaurants within, spas, a golf course and 
so much more.
 Now, growing up in central Illinois, 
our biggest bodies of water are lakes 
comprising of a few hundred acres. On 
a good day, an angler might catch a few 
catfish or bluegill for supper that night, 
or possibly hook a nice largemouth. The 
area of Gaylord is littered with lakes full 
of trout, pike, bass, walleye, panfish and 
more. Otsego Lake is for serious sturgeon 
anglers. Sturgeon reaching 7-feet are 
caught annually. The lake is also filled 
with all other fish species you can expect 
to find in the area. 
 Just a stone’s throw from Gaylord 
is Lake Huron. Lake Huron offers great 
salmon, trout, walleye fishing and more. 
Gaylord is a great staging area to fish 
Lake Huron. Take advantage of the great 
dining, shopping and accommodations in 

Gaylord and then make the short drive to 
Lake Huron for a day of fishing.
 As good as the open water fishing is, 
the ice fishing is just as good. Normally 
by late December, early January the ice 
is safe for anglers. The same lakes that 
provided great fishing in July will do the 
same in January.
 When not fishing I highly recommend 
taking a trip downtown. This Alpine 
inspired town is sure to take you back to 

GAYLORD MICHIGAN IS 
OPEN FOR VISITORS
By Jason Houser

There are plenty of hunting 
opportunities in the Gaylord area
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Beautiful 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with a 24x24 garage with loft, sits on a corner. 
This home was completely remodeled all the way to studs in 2012. Beautiful 

hardwood floors, crown molding, plumbing &electrical, leaded glass in windows 
upstairs and down, 10 stain glass windows on main floor., newer eat-in kitchen. 

With built- ins. Antique bird light & many solid woods with carvings, antique 
hardware and tile. Pantry has wine cooler & stain glass. Swinging butlers door 

between kitchen & dining room. Butlers pass through. The dining room has 
2 built-in China cabinets with stereo system and surround in living room 

that will stay & 3 tv’s. Newer windows in this home. French antique curtains will 
stay. Enclosed screen front porch is 21.03 x 8.02. With antique lighting, 

ceiling fans and deck & steps built by Amish. Tall, usable basement with storage. 
Furnace in 2012. 3 heating and ac wall units in home in 2012. 

Garage has a floored attic for storage. Fruit trees.

Unique cedar home in Wee-Ma-Tuk hills subdivision with 3 large lots 
overlooking lakes. 3 bedroom, 3 baths. All open with cathedral ceiling and lots 
of windows and patio door to a wraparound deck. Kitchen updated in 2021 with 

quartz counter-tops and green/gray cabinets. Newer stainless appliances that will 
stay. Walk into the great room with cathedral ceilings and room for informal dining. 

Bedrooms have cathedral ceilings and cedar wood also. 
Full finished walk-out basement with family room and rec room. 

Area 15.10 x 9.1 can be used for 4th bedroom or bonus area. 2 patio doors to 
patio area. The metal roof & garage roof in 2019. Seller is retaining bar.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

303 S. 2ND ST., CUBA, IL 61427 - $229,995

23749 N. PAWNEE, CUBA, IL 61427 - $325,000

a time when life was simpler. Forget the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life as you 
shop one of the many stores or dine in one 
of the many restaurants in Gaylord.
 Speaking of dining, I would be 
amiss if I did not recommend trying 
out the huge selection of doughnuts at 
Cops & Doughnuts, Jay’s Precinct. After 
that, head next door and check out Jay’s 
Sporting Goods. This store has everything 
an outdoors person could possibly need to 
make their outing a success.
 For you wildlife viewers The Pigeon 
River Country State Forest’s expansive 
114,000 acres offers a unique wilderness 
experience that is just a short drive from 
downtown Gaylord.  Home to one of the 
largest free-ranging elk herds east of the 
Mississippi.
 Also, the City of Gaylord maintains 
an elk herd and provides viewing areas 
for the public to stop and watch these 

impressive animals. Under the City’s 
care, roughly 40 elk, along with Sitka and 
fallow deer, can be viewed from near the 
Elk’s Lodge off Grandview Blvd.
 Do not forget the amazing hunting 
opportunities in the area as well. Deer, 
grouse, waterfowl, and small game are 
abundant near Gaylord. Otsego County 
has the well-deserved reputation as a 
hunting hotspot. Its central location, 
abundance of state land, active DNR 
office and well-informed local merchants 
will only enhance your experience.
 Just about anything you could 
imagine doing sits in just one county in 
Michigan.  If you are looking for a trip 
for your family, whether it is fishing in 
the summer, a round of golf, skiing in 
the winter, or just relaxing without the 
pressures of work, home and the everyday 
hustle and bustle of reality on your mind, 
be sure to visit Gaylord, Michigan.

Jay’s Sporting Goods has been in business 
more than 50 years serving Northern Michigan.

Don’t overlook the ice fishing possibilities.

Expect to put on some pounds while 
visiting Gaylord. A great dining experience 
seems to be everywhere within the town.

Gaylord is known for its Alpine theme.

There is nothing like a good doughnut to 
start the day off right.

Otsego County has plenty 
of fishing hotspots.



FARM, RANCH, & RECREATIONAL

6,500+ ACRES
SOLD EVERY WEEK

• PROPERTY SYNDICATION PROMOTES TO 1,400 WEBSITES

• NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS REACH OVER 500,000 READERS

• OVER 20 MILLION BRAND IMPRESSIONS PER MONTH

• WE DISTRIBUTE OVER 80,000 LANDLEADER CATALOGS TO HIGH END CLIENTS, 
BUYERS, AND SELLERS EACH YEAR

• OUR PROPERTIES RECIEVE MORE INTERNET MARKETING THAN THE 
COMPETITORS

855BUYDIRT
CONTACT US TODAY

OUR NATIONAL NETWORK SELLS OVER 6,500
ACRES EACH WEEK ACROSS THE NATION
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888-311-LAND
NEW LISTINGS NEEDED!

 Great Time to Sell Your Farm, Hunting Land, Lake Property or Recreational Land! Properties are Selling Fast!
Check our Website to Look at 100’s of Listings

www.legacylandco.com

CALL CABOT BENTON AT 
217-371-2598 TO DISCUSS DETAILS

LEVEL UP YOUR REAL ESTATE SKILLS 
AND SET OUT ON A NEW ADVENTURE 

BY JOINING OUR GREAT TEAM!

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

ROGER ROAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
rroan@legacylandco.com

618-554-7237

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Land Specialist/Agent/ AL, GA

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

BRYAN CLARK
Land Specialist/Broker/CO
bclark@legacylandco.com

970-987-2220

DUSTIN HORTON
Land Specialist/Agent TN

dhorton@legacylandco.com
931-273-5809

GLENN AULT
Principal Broker CO

gault@legacylandco.com
970-379-1462

KYLEIGH SHEEHAN
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

ksheehan@legacylandco.com
217-473-4530

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

URIAH PADDOCK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

upaddock@legacylandco.com
765-585-8420

LEE ANN CLARK
Land Specialist/Agent CO
lclark@legacylandco.com

970-210-6115

DAVE NEU
LLand Specialist/Broker/IL

dneu@legacylandco.com
920-427-2335

JAMES DANIELS
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jdaniels@legacylandco.com
229-886-2929

SETH EDWARDS
Land Specialist/Agent/IN

sedwards@legacylandco.com
765-366-4537

KELLI PINKERTON
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

kpinkerton@legacylandco.com
765-585-1710

CORINA MASTERMAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

cmasterman@legacylandco.com
217-274-1554

JUSTIN GRIMSLEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgrimsley@legacylandco.com
217-508-8615

TARISA TAYLOR
Land Specialist/Agent/IN
ttaylor@legacylandco.com

765-585-5857

AMY LAKAMP
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

alakamp@legacylandco.com
888-311-LAND (5263)

DILLON KNOPP
Land Specialist/Agent/KS

dknopp@legacylandco.com
620-215-1101

CHARLOTTE SQUIRES
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

csquires@legacylandco.com

GREG OTTO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

gotto@legacylandco.com

JOHN LINNEY
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

jlinney@legacylandco.com

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 11 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences
ListHub • Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com

Looking for Experienced Agents in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and Colorado
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Kingdom 
Timber and Lumber

RESOURCES TO BUILD GOD’S KINGDOM

• Mats
• Sawdust
• Mulch
• Firewood

STEVEN NASH
OWNER/APICULTURIST 

309-678-3093
STEVEN_NASH7@YAHOO.COM

BRENDA - 309-357-9607
6576 ILLINOIS ROUTE 29, GREEN VALLEY, IL 61534

Buyers Of:
 Timber and 
Timber Land

LOCAL HONEY



July 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  93

Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated Managing Broker • Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573 • Office: 309-343-1186

1479 IL Route 167, Oneida, IL
$169,900

MLS# CA1012936
3BR 1.5BA home on 3.6 acres with main floor 

laundry, formal dining room, family room, 
sizeable kitchen, natural woodwork, exposed 

beams, gas fireplace, new water heater, 
new siding, lake view, 3+ car garage, and more!

115 Lakeview Dr., 
East Galesburg, IL - $109,900

MLS# CA1013733
Lakefront lot with mature trees 

that is perfect for building. 
Access to city water, sewer, 

and electricity available. 

 As the COVID-19 pandemic 
spread around the world, wildlife 
biologists began to wonder: Do 
deer get COVID-19? The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
had previously reported COVID-19 
in domestic and captive animals 
including dogs, cats, tigers, lions, 
snow leopards, otters, gorillas and 
farmed mink. But what about a wild 
species such as white-tailed deer that 
can move long distances, and which 
are hunted, putting them in close 
contact people? If deer are susceptible 
to SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes 

COVID-19, what does that mean for 
human and deer health?

 One of the first studies looking 
for evidence of the virus in deer was 
conducted by the USDA Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) Wildlife Services program 
in which they analyzed serum samples 
from wild white-tailed deer for 
antibodies to SARS-CoV-2. The tests 
used to analyze the deer samples in this 

study could only detect antibodies, 
not the virus itself, though other 
studies have since found the virus in 
wild deer. More on that in a bit.
 In the Wildlife Services study, 
between January 2020 and March 
2021 researchers collected a total of 
481 samples from white-tailed deer 
in Illinois, Michigan, New York 
and Pennsylvania. Results of this 
study showed that some of the deer 
populations in those four states had 
been exposed to SARS-CoV-2. Illinois 
deer had the lowest exposure with 7 
percent of 101 samples containing 
antibodies to SARS-CoV-2. In 
Michigan, 67 percent of 113 samples 
contained antibodies; in New York 
19 percent of 68 samples contained 
antibodies; and in Pennsylvania 31 
percent of 199 samples contained 
antibodies. Here was evidence that 
free-ranging white-tailed deer could 

become infected with the virus. But 
what does that mean? Is there cause 
for concern? Knowing that people 
would have such questions, APHIS 
wrote a short Question & Answer 
guide about the results of this study 
to highlight what is currently known 
and not known about transmission of 
COVID-19 and deer.
 The APHIS researchers pointed 
out that their findings should not 
be used to draw conclusions about 
the prevalence of the virus in deer 
populations throughout these states. 
More sampling would need to occur to 
establish whether or not deer in other 
parts of these states have been exposed 
to the virus. They did, however, note 
that the high seroprevalence observed 
in deer in multiple counties and 
states suggested the possibility of 

HOYLAND AUCTIONSHOYLAND AUCTIONS

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

HOYLAND AUCTION, INC. - DELAVAN, ILHOYLAND AUCTION, INC. - DELAVAN, IL
309-244-7140 or309-244-7140 or  309-696-0614309-696-0614

RANDY HOYLAND #440000419RANDY HOYLAND #440000419

Specializing in Farm, Estate and Antique AuctionsSpecializing in Farm, Estate and Antique Auctions
Family Owned and Operated Since 1985.Family Owned and Operated Since 1985.

See Any Auctions in Your Future? Give Us a Call!See Any Auctions in Your Future? Give Us a Call!

Lovely 3-bedroom home with 2 stall garage on a very nice lot. Many nice well-kept 
furnishings, kitchen items, tools. GMC Terrain SUV and much more. 

Watch for additional information closer to the sale date.

40 ACRES of prime farm ground located on Bell School Rd. between 
Elmwood and Brimfield, IL.  Watch for more information to come.

DAWSON FAMILY TRUST PUBLIC AUCTIONDAWSON FAMILY TRUST PUBLIC AUCTION
REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTYREAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY

308 E. ASH, ELMWOOD, IL308 E. ASH, ELMWOOD, IL
SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2022 10:00 AMSATURDAY, JULY 30, 2022 10:00 AM

FARM GROUND PUBLIC AUCTIONFARM GROUND PUBLIC AUCTION
40 ACRES +/-40 ACRES +/-

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022 AT 10:00 AMTHURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022 AT 10:00 AM
DAWSON IRREVOCABLE TRUSTDAWSON IRREVOCABLE TRUST

WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT WHITE-TAILED 
DEER AND COVID-19
By Laura Kammin

Photo by Mark Gibboney

Continued on page 100

Photo by Mary Helly
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
JIM MALOOF/REALTOR

2507 N. Main St.East Peoria, IL 61611
Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

312 Wolf Crossing Dr. - Morton - $699,900
Custom built 4 bedroom, 5 bath home home on 2.38 acres! It is located in Wolf Crossing 

subdivision & combines the peacefulness of country living w/ a touch of neighborhood! Stunning 
masonry on exterior & interior w/ incredible stonework fireplace! The attention to detail will 

capture you as soon as you walk through the door! Call for your private showing!

301 Whistling Strait - Washington - $600,000
Stunning 2 story, 4 BR, 4.5 BA home located on a 2.1-acre wooded lot in Washington. Deep set-

back from road & wooded back property offer niceprivacy w/ perks of neighborhood/subdivision. 
Terrific floor plan w/ loads of daylight, living room boasts gorgeous hardwood floors, tray ceiling, 
& stunning FP. Spacious open kitchen w/ granite & GE Monogram appliances, Butler’s pantry, 
dovetail drawers, walk-in pantry w/ upgraded shelving, & adjacent sun porch - recently painted.

189 E Sunset Way - East Peoria - $299,900
Stunning 2 story colonial, located on over 1 acre, at the end of a private cul-de-sac! You will fall 

in love with this 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath home that has TONS to offer! Bright and inviting living room 
includes a gas log fireplace and leads you into the formal dining room. Kitchen boasts granite 
countertops, appliances that stay, and lots of cabinet space! Kick back and enjoy the beautiful 
views in your gorgeous sunroom, the perfect place to enjoy your morning coffee. Many recent 

updates! Spectacular home!

273 Santa Fe Trail - Metamora - $375,000
Immaculate 4 BR, 3 BA, 2-story home that is a hidden gem that is close to all the city amenities 

yet is a secluded wooded retreat! You will fall in love with the amazing pond & wooded views! This 
expansive beauty features striking hardwood floors throughout the main & upper level, living rm, 
& family rm. Open kitchen w/appliances that stay, plus island & tile backsplash. Enjoy the serene 

setting on your back patio, w/ access to the pond that is equipped w/ a handy dock!

THE ELUSIVE 
ELAND
By Darrell Sterling

 I had been on a couple of safaris 
but had never been on one with my 
daughter. A safari is always exciting 
but when your adult daughter comes 
along it only ratchets up the intensity. 
I sent Monkane Safaris the list 
of animals that I really wanted to 
hunt on this safari. I was told right 
off the bat that the Eland was the 
animal that would be the hardest to 
get into the salt. I was surprised by 
that given the fact that my list had 
animals that are best hunted at night 
and are pretty elusive. I thought 
maybe they were just a little scarce 
on the properties that Monkane 
Safaris owned and leased. I learned 
that was not the case. We found 
plenty of tracks but finding such an 
extremely large animal turned into 
an incredible challenge. 
 The first day my guide Gerhard 
Smit suggested that we should 
start the day looking at a couple of 
hot spots for Eland then if nothing 
worked out, we would hunt for 
Sable or Nyala in the afternoon. We 
went to feeding station that provided 
supplemental food for all the 
animals which was needed given the 
abnormally dry weather. We found 
fresh tracks and immediately the 
hunt was on. I turned to my daughter 
and smiled. We got out of the land 
cruiser and started following our 
guide and tracker. We went slowly 
and followed the tracks for a few 

miles, but it become obvious that the 
small herd had picked up speed and 
we were not going to be able to walk 
them down.
 Eland are very large animals 
and can cover a lot of ground 
extremely quick. We made our way 
back to cruiser to drive through the 
concession to see if we could find 
another group. My daughter Misty 
was all smiles, she enjoyed her first 
stalk, and really liked to watch the 
tracker work. It is amazing what 
they are able to do, and it was great 
sharing that with her. You can explain 
something all day long but until you 
see it you truly can’t appreciate it. 
I would imagine it would be like 
explaining a magic trick to someone.
 We drove around for a couple of 
hours as the heat of the day started 
to creep in. The idea was to walk in 
check a watering hole to see what 
might be getting a drink on a hot day. 
We again left the land cruiser to stalk 
up to within range. We bumped some 
impala and saw a young Sable bull 
but no Eland. 
 We did find a fresh set of tracks. 
We were close enough to the lodge 
that we decided to go back have lunch, 
rest up and get back on those tracks, 
if after a while it wasn’t panning out, 
we would try a new area for another 
one of my target animals. The idea 
was to spend every day dedicated to 
hunting the Eland. Gerhard my guide 
felt if we did that, we connect with 
one before my safari was over. 
 We headed back out after a 
fantastic lunch ready to get after 
them, we quickly acquired the 
tracks, and we were on the march. 
We walked a good 3-4 miles tracking 

My hunting team We took to the air to find the Eland.
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this group down. We finally caught 
up with them and looked over the 
small herd. The largest track was 
made by a nice bull, but it was 
determined that he was a bit on the 
young side. 
 We made it back to the truck 
and went to another supplemental 
feeding station. It was starting to get 
late in the day, so we were just going 
to finish the day going after Eland. 
We found a large group of Eland by 
the feed including a giant old bull. 
The old Eland bulls almost takes on 
a blueish hue. The bull was a giant. 
My guide was excited. We worked 
our way toward them right as they 
were done feeding and moving away. 
We swiftly and quietly maneuvered 
into place sliding along a huge bush. 
The eland can cover a lot of ground 
even traveling in a slow march. We 
set up quick and the eland were no 
more than 75 yards off, but the old 
bull slipped in and out of cover so 
fast that I never had a shot. We were 
all dejected going back to the lodge. 
We had hunted hard from sunup 
to sundown and only got a quick 
glimpse of a shooter. 
 The evening was fantastic 
because after a gourmet meal I went 
on a night hunt bagging a bush buck, 
genet cat, and large porcupine. We 
had discussed on the way back to 
camp that in the morning we would 
check the last place we saw the 
massive eland bull and if we didn’t 
see him, we would move on and 

switch farms to hunt in a different 
area for a Nyala.
 Breakfast was spectacular the 
chef they have on staff is magnificent, 
half the pictures my daughter and I 
took was of the food as everything 
was prepared and presented in grand 
fashion. I had a couple of extra cups 
of coffee to make up for the late 
night, then we were off.
 We drove extremely slow moving 
toward the feeding station. The truck 
stopped and a couple hundred yards 
away the old blue colored eland bull 
was out grazing along with a couple of 
cows. I didn’t even see them at first. 
 I saw a huge impala and at first, I 
thought Gerhard wanted me to shoot 
the impala he said no past that to the 
right, so I move the gun barrel and 

A culinary delightThe massive bull was finally found.

A beautiful lodge

FABULOUS TWO DAY 
FIRECRACKER ESTATE AUCTION

The LIVE IN PERSON & On-Line Auction to be held at the 
Tumbleson Auction Center, 1635 North Main Street, Princeton, IL 

(Located 100 miles West of  Chicago, Il just off  INT 80, Exit 56, South on Rt. 26) on: 

SUNDAY, JULY 3rd & MONDAY, JULY 4TH, 2022
TIME: 9:00 A.M. OUTSIDE EACH DAY 

w/ Hayracks & 10:00 A.M. Inside 
**Preview: 8:00 A.M. Day of  Auction**

Absentee or Live On-Line Bidding on website: www.tumblesonauction.com or Bid Live thru Proxibid 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 3RD
Please Note: Hayrack outside at 9 A.M. with Various Decoys Including Hunting 

(IN PERSON ONLY) 
NICE COLLECTION OF Over 400 DUCK DECOYS From the Fred Saupe Estate-Wisconsin: 
Including Elliston, Bert Graves, Skippy Barto, Charlie Moore, Many Wisconsin Decoys, Ellberg, Fox, 

Evans, Tuevson, Fred Allen, Pratt, Wildfowler, Mason, Perdew Crow,  Victor, Carrylite & More!!!  
COLLECTION OF DUCK CALLS, BOOKS, EDNA PERDEW FRAMED LANDSCAPE 

PAINTING & FRAMED PRINTS:  Approx. 80 Duck Calls Including Rare All Metal Combination 
Duck/Goose Call, Ditto, Olt, Ken Martin, Buford, Oscar Guam, McLemore, Fred Allen & More; 

Group of  Decoy Books & Duck Call Books (Older & Modern); Old TN Fishing & Hunting Licenses; 
Lg. Vintage 1916 Edna Perdew Landscape Painting; Terry Redlin, Bart Kassbaum & Others

NICE COLLECTION OF APPROX. 135 FIREARMS:  Hand Guns: Colt, S&W, Ruger, Beretta, 
Taurus & Several Black Powder; Long Guns: Parker, Winchester, Remington, Savage, Ithaca,

 Charles Daly, Rock Island Armory, Mossberg, H&R, Several Over/Under & Dbl Brl Shotguns, Stevens, 
Many Military Rifles & Many Black Powder (Vintage & Modern); Gun Barrels; BB Guns & Pistols

AMMO, AMMO BOXES,  GUN RELATED ITEMS, KNIVES & FISHING 
MONDAY, JULY 4TH

Please Note: Hayracks Outside at 9 A.M. w/ Primitives, Adv., Oil Cans & More 
(IN PERSON ONLY)

2010 Silver Nissan Rogue SL 4-Door-4 CYL-2WD w/ Approx. 28,000 Miles-One Owner 
(In Great Condition) 

LAWN TRACTORS & IH TRACTOR: John Deere X540 Lawn Tractor w/ Many 
Accessories (Weights/JD 47 Snow Blower Attachment/Chains & More; John Deere 

LA165 Lawn Tractor; IH 300 Gas Utility Wide Front Tractor
GREAT COLLECTION OF COINS: Ten-10 Dollar Indian Graded Gold Coins, 2016 W50C 24K 

Liberty Gold ½ Oz Coin, 5-Cook Island 25 Dollar .9999 Pure Gold Coins,  Lot of  5-2018 Gold 
Eagle Bullion Coins-5 Dollar 1/10th OZ Gold,  Over 80 Morgan Silver Dollars Including High 
Graded & Others, Peace Dollars, Silver Ingots,  Kennedy Halves, V-Nickels, Silver Certificates, 

Sets of  Coins-2019 Native American Coin Sets & More! 
ANTIQUE, PRIMITIVE & MODERN FURNITURE

STERLING SILVER FLATWARE IN CASE & MISC STERLING PIECES
QUALITY GLASSWARE, COLLECTIBLES & PRIMITIVES: Cut Glass Pcs, Webb, Baccarat, 

Signed Rookwood Vase, Nice Set of  Spode China, Fiestaware Dishes, Royal Doulton,
 Goebel Hummels, Many Primitive Items & Many More Items Yet to Be Unpacked!!

TOYS, MARBLES, CHILDREN’S ITEMS
NAVAJO BLANKET, QUILTS, LADIES ITEMS & JEWELRY

***ATTEND IN PERSON*** LUNCH STAND***
ABSENTEE BIDDING, PHONE BIDDING & LIVE PROXIBID AVAILABLE!!

SELLERS: HANK TOBLER/KAY BROWNING ESTATE-PRINCETON & OTHERS

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY
PRINCETON, IL

E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852
Auctioneers: TOM & MARY TUMBLESON & TIFFANY FOES

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium for This Auction/Cash or Check/ CC Accepted with 5% Fee

www.tumblesonauction.com
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the big bull was in my site. He was 
180 yards off. Gerhard encouraged 
me to take the shot before the wind 
shifted or they caught site of us. I 
broke the trigger on my Ruger 30-06 
sending my Federal 165 grain bullet 
down field. The bullet smacked the 
bull the sound is unmistakable. It 
was chaos as everything in the field 
vanished. We walked up and found 
large puddles of blood. I had my 
daughter film it because I couldn’t 
believe the amount of blood we 
found it was like a horror show or 
something. I was sure we would not 
have to go far to find my trophy. Boy 
was I wrong! We trailed major blood 
splatters for about 75 yards then it 
just turned in a steady line of blood 
that a blind man could follow. We 
followed that blood trail for about 
10 minutes and found the bull laying 
down in the thickness stuff you ever 
saw. He smelled or saw us and got 
up and jogged off. I didn’t even see 
the bull until the last second and he 
was gone. My guide and daughter 

saw him sooner than I did but I don’t 
think even if I saw him right away, I 
could have shot through the mess he 
bedded down in. The bed was full of 
blood. The animals are huge and a 
massive old bull like mine probably 
tilts the scale at about 2,500 lbs. so 
they can lose quite a bit of blood and 
keep going. 
 We followed the blood trail that 
slowly went from steady to drops 
every few feet. We walked for a 
good mile or two. My guide asked 
me if he could use my .223 which I 
had brought for smaller game if we 
found the eland again. He explained 
most folks don’t want anyone to 
shoot but themselves. I knew the 
bull was mortally wounded and I 
didn’t want him to suffer so I told 
him of course. I even offered him my 
30-06 and I would take the .223 but 
he refused. I had made a good shot 
the bull would go down. We found 
the bull again bedded but this time 
I saw him plenty early. I leveled my 
gun at him, found the kill spot in 
my scope and squeezed the trigger. 
CLICK! The bull heard the click and 

staggered to his feet and ran off. My 
guide fired the .223 as he ran off but 
wasn’t sure if he hit him. 
 I could tell by the look on 
Gerhard’s face that he thought I 
didn’t have a round in the chamber, 
but I did. 
 I ejected the bullet and sure 
enough it was pitted by the firing pin 
but never went off. A dead round! I 

was upset as I have never had that 
happen to me in the field. I shoot a 
lot and I have had a bad round on the 
shooting range but never in the field. 
We buried the round and took back 
off after the bull. We had found the 
bull bedded twice but bad luck kept 
the bull moving. 
 The eland decided to move and 
covered a lot of ground. The blood 
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Jackson County Fairgrounds
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The Elusive Eland . . . continued

Trying to sort out the tracks.One massive hoove
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trailed went to just a dot of blood in 
his hoof track. He was favoring a leg, 
so the track left a distinct impression 
that was easy to follow plus there 
was still drops of blood, but they 
were infrequent now. We walked for 
hours covering miles upon miles. 
 I had shot the bull at first light, 
and we had been walking all day 
after him. The longer we walked the 
more upset I was about my dummy 
round. We finally came to a road 
and saw 4 bull elands all standing 
together. One of the bulls was very 
big but we studied the 4 and only 
one was big enough to be the one we 
were after. All the bull knew we were 
there but keep looking to the side of 
the road. It was strange. I slide out 
into the road on my belly to see what 
the bulls were looking at. 
 The 4 were staring at a huge 
bull laying down. Elands never 
lie down. I whispered to my guide 
that’s him laying there. I had my 
scope on him for a finishing shot. 
My guide asked if I saw blood on 
him. I did not but the bull keep 

lowering his head and looked ill. 
I told my guide I really thought it 
was him. He warned me if I shot, 
and it wasn’t my bull then I would 
have just bought a second Eland 
bull. I was stuck not sure what to 
do. Gerhard said to wait when he 
got up, I could take him because 
then I would probably see blood. 
We waited and 15-20 minutes later 
the 4 bulls went over and stood 
around the fallen bull. He slowly 
got up and drifted away in the 
middle of the 4 bulls. 
 I never got to see if he had blood 
on him as the other bull obstructed 
my view. I went over to the where 
he was laying down and sure enough 
there was plenty of blood where he 
laid. He got away yet again! We 
were all exhausted. The tracker 
walked back to last place we left 
the truck, so we rested for a while 
until he returned with the truck. We 
snacked then followed the trail. The 
problem was after another couple of 
miles the bulls got mixed up with a 
herd of eland and we lost the track.

 I was crushed. I was also amazed 
that the animal was still going after 
being hit so hard. 
 He had bedded down on multiple 
occasions; in Africa you don’t just 
pull out and go get the animal in the 
morning because the hot African sun 
will ruin the meat in less than an hour 
and predators will find the carcass. 
It was suggested that I could rent a 
helicopter to help find the Eland. The 
thought was we would find the bull 
and shoot him from the chopper. It 
would not take much to finish him 
off. The chopper pilot warned me if 
the animal is badly hit, he may lay 
down and we will never see him 
from the chopper. If only wounded, 
they will see him trying to keep up 
with the herd or running then we 
could end it. The chopper ride was 
both depressing and exciting as 
we flew just above the trees flying 
around seeing herds of various 
plains game and gorgeous scenery. 
The ride ended as night was closing 
in. We had walked 12-15 miles was 
the estimate. 
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808 S. Connie Circle
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100 Baer Road
Tremont, IL 61568 - $275,000

110 Patriot Dr.
East Peoria, IL 61611- $$189,900
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22454 Illinois Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568 - $150,000

6 Scarborough Drive
Mackinaw, IL 61755- $19,900

926 Birchwood Dr.
Washington, IL 61571 -  $189,900
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317 S. Locust St.
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502 NE Jefferson
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COMMERCIAL LOT

NE Adams St.
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 The next day we picked up 
where we left off and don’t you 
know it no more than 75 yards 
where we quit trying to track the 
Eland and called for the helicopter, 
we found my bull. We figured the 
bull went just a tad further and 
died probably while we were riding 
around in the helicopter looking for 
it. The predators found the bull, but 
the warm evening coupled with the 
morning sun ruined hundreds of 
pounds of terrific eating meat. 
 I was relieved that we found 
the bull but disappointed about the 
meat. I bought a cape and will still 
mount that magnificent bull. I was 
told it was largest bull they had taken 
in the last 6-8 years. It was a true 
giant. Upon close examination we 
determined my bullet hit just inches 
away from being a perfect shot. The 
bull was quartering ever so slightly, 
so bullet took out one lung and 
nicked the stomach. The bull should 
have never been able to travel that 
far but brother it did!
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“BUTTERFLY LADY” INSPIRES LEARNING 
ABOUT POLLINATORS

GALESBURG, IL, June 1, 2022:  
A big white school bus decorated 
with colorful flowers and butterflies 
pulls into the parking lot. Ms. 
Mariposa has arrived! The doors of 
the mobile classroom opens and out 
comes the “Butterfly Lady.” Smiling 
and energetic, Rhonda Brady alights 
from the driver’s seat and nimbly 
comes down the stairs, drawing 
children and adults alike. Brady, 
like the butterflies she champions, 
flies from schools to nursing homes 
to community groups spreading 
the news about the importance of 
pollinators.
 It began with a chance meeting. 
While attending a gardening program, 
she met a woman and her daughter. 
They were not attendees of the 

program but were tagging butterflies 
nearby. The rest as they say is history. 
Brady was “hooked” and learned 
everything she could about Monarch 
butterflies, other pollinators and their 
habitats. “I guess I wasn’t paying 
that much attention to the program, 
but I was intrigued by the process of 
tagging Monarchs and the science 
behind it” said Ms. Brady.
 A Master Gardener since 1996, 
she added to her knowledge by 
completing the Master Naturalist 
training in 2018. “The Master 
Naturalist title gave me another level 
of expertise I needed to engage others 
in protecting pollinators” Ms. Brady 
said. “What I do is more Master 
Naturalist than Master Gardener.”
 Over the past 5 years, Brady has 
given more than 1,200 hours of her 
time, countless miles on Ms. Mariposa 
and presented programming to more 
than 7,000 kids and their families to 

further her goal to make west central 
Illinois, the IL Monarch Waystation 
Capital. Asked why she gives so 
many hours, she replied, “Because of 
the satisfaction I receive when I see 
someone “get it”. When they realize 
they can make a difference no matter 
what their circumstances are.”
 One of the local event Brady 
began and continues to lead is the 
annual Monarch Migration Festival 
held in Galesburg, Illinois every 
September. Rain or shine, the festival 
is a free and fun learning experience 
for all ages.
 This year, the 8th annual 
festival will take place on Saturday, 
September 10 at the Lakeside Nature 
Center from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
It is a community collaboration 
sponsored by University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gardeners and 
Master Naturalists, City of Galesburg 
Parks and Recreation, and the Knox 

County Farm Bureau.
 Visitors will have the opportunity 
to rotate through educational 
stations that will include learning 
about the life cycle stages of the 
Monarch, migration information, 
tagging live adult Monarch butterflies, 
butterfly, pollinator, and milkweed 
inspired crafts, and a butterfly release 
will be held each hour. 
 The educational stations will be 
“inside the fence” and will require pre-
registration due to space and supplies 
being limited. Walk-ins are welcome 
to attend activities and booths that 

Rhonda Brady with tagged 
Monarch butterflies

Susie 
McMillen
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Randy 
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will be “outside of the fence.”  If 
space is available “inside the fence,” 
walk-ins may be accommodated on a 
first come-first serve basis.
 “Inside the fence” registration 
can be found at go.illinois.edu/
MMF. Please register the number 
of family and friends attending in 
your group. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to participate, please 
contact Wendy Ferguson, horticulture 
program coordinator. Early requests 
are strongly encouraged to allow 
sufficient time for meeting your 

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

110 HICKORY HILLS, HAVANA, IL 200-204 W. MAIN, HAVANA, IL

643 CR 500E, WILCOX LAKE990 IL HWY 100, ASTORIA, IL

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

access needs.
 Ms. Brady continues to work 
to educate communities about 
pollinators. “Reaching the goal of 
planting a 150 million stems of 
milkweed by 2038 (Illinois Monarch 
Project) is going to take more than 
just kids. We are going to need to 
work with all groups of all ages to 
increase habitat.” So how can you 
help? Plant milkweed or nectar 
plants. Allow places in your yard for 
ground covers and leaves to remain 
for overwintering pollinators. And 

check out MonarchWatch.org for 
more ideas.

WRITERS: Wendy Ferguson, 
Horticulture Program Coordinator, 
Illinois Extension; Jackie Spence, 
Publicity and Promotions Associate, 
Illinois Extension

ABOUT EXTENSION: Illinois 
Extension leads public outreach for 
University of Illinois by translating 
research into action plans that allow 
Illinois families, businesses, and 

community leaders to solve problems, 
make informed decisions, and adapt 
to changes and opportunities.

Contact: Jackie Spence
University of Illinois Extension
Phone (309) 342-5108
Fax (309) 342-1768
jspence@illinois.edu
180 S Soangetaha Rd, Suite 108
Galesburg, IL 61401

35 Rosewood Lane, Pekin, IL 6155435 Rosewood Lane, Pekin, IL 61554
Price Reduced! $459,999Price Reduced! $459,999

 RE/MAX Traders Unlimited - 2209 Broadway Rd - Pekin, IL 61554

Each Office Independently 
Owned & Operated

MARY ANN LADENDORF
Cell: 309-241-5610

 mladendorf@gmail.com

BAYLEE GAMBETTI
Cell: 241-7700

 BayleeGambetti@gmail.com

BILL HILAND
Cell: 309-339-9554

bhilandremax@gmail.com

 LADENDORF & GAMBETTI

PANORAMIC LAKE FRONTAGE! Gorgeous lake Arlann site offers new steel 
seawall and extended lot! This AMAZING sprawling 3800 S.F. brick ranch 

offers updates galore: new in the last 5 years: gutters, gutter guards, 
2 water heaters (1 tankless), deck, sliding glass door, 1 central air, 1 furnace, 

new wood floors in all the bedrooms, 2 new gas logs and pergola! 
Plus, 3 fireplaces, skylights, wood cathedral ceiling, irrigation!  
LAKE LIVING & SERENITY AT ITS FINEST! RARE OPPORTUNITY!

Rhonda Brady
Monarch Migration Festival volunteer fluttering to a new 

location with attendeesChristopher Enroth
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spread within local deer populations. 
Clearly, more studies were needed, 
and other researchers were already 
on the case. Free-ranging wild 
white-tailed deer have also tested 
positive for exposure to SARS-
CoV-2 in Iowa, Ohio, Oklahoma, and 
in Quebec, Canada.

 It is not currently known how wild 
deer were originally exposed to the 
virus. Tracking the spread of viruses 
and disease through wild populations 
is difficult, but researchers think 
that the infected deer were likely 
exposed through multiple sources: 
the environment, by other animal 
species and by people. Once infected, 
and given their gregarious nature, 
deer likely began to spread the virus 
among other local individual deer. 
 It was noted that the deer in the 
Wildlife Services study did not show any 
clinical signs of illness. The researchers 
explained that the presence of antibodies 
was the result of the immune system 
response of the deer to being previously 
infected and did not necessarily suggest 
a current infection. Other research has 
shown that white-tailed deer are 
susceptible to SARS-CoV-2 infection, 
but in studies where captive deer have 
been exposed to the virus, they either 
did not show signs or had mild signs of 
illness, including coughing and raspy 
breathing. 
 Which brings us back to the 
question of human health. There is 
currently no evidence that people 
can get COVID-19 by preparing 
or eating meat from a deer that is 
infected with SARS-CoV-2. Heat kills 
the virus. However, hunters should 
always practice good hygiene when 
processing animals by following these 
food safety recommendations from 

USDA Wildlife Services:
•  Do not allow contact between 

wildlife and domestic animals, 
including pets and hunting dogs.

•   Do not harvest animals that appear 
sick or are found dead.

•  Keep game meat clean and cool the 
meat down as soon as possible after 
harvesting the animal. 

•  Avoid cutting through the backbone 
and spinal tissues and do not eat the 
brains of wildlife.

•  When handling and cleaning game: 
Wear rubber or disposable gloves 
and do not eat, drink, or smoke while 
handling the animal. 

•  When finished handling and cleaning 
game: Wash your hands thoroughly 
with soap and water. Clean knives, 
equipment, and surfaces that were in 
contact with game meat with soap 
and water and then disinfect them. 

•  Cook all game meat thoroughly (to 
an internal temperature of 165 °F or 
higher). 

•  Check with your state wildlife 
agency regarding any testing 
requirements for other diseases 
and for any specific instructions 
regarding preparing, transporting, 
and consuming game meat.

 The results of the initial studies 
indicate that white-tailed deer can 
serve as potential reservoir hosts 
for SARS-CoV-2. What that will 
mean for the long-term persistence 
of the virus, or its future evolution 
and variants, is not yet known. 
Researchers believe that there has 
been spillover from humans to deer 
and there is known deer-to-deer 
transmission. Spillback from deer to 
humans may be possible but there 
is not yet definitive evidence. Both 
observational and experimental 
studies in free-ranging, captive, 
domestic, and farmed animals have 
shown that as of January 2022, SARS-
CoV-2 has been shown to infect at 
least 29 non-human mammalian 
species. As part of continued research 
and monitoring of deer populations, 
future research should investigate 
whether predators and scavengers 
that interact with deer may become 
infected with the virus as part of a 

strategy for early detection of variants 
or other coronaviruses.
 In Illinois, more research is 
already under way to better understand 
how SARS-CoV-2 is impacting deer. 
Beginning in November 2021, the 
USDA Wildlife Services collected 
opportunistic samples at Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
hunter-harvest check stations and 
from other sites in Illinois. This work 
is ongoing, and the results of that 
study will be shared in a future article 
in OutdoorIllinois Journal. 
  Laura Kammin is a Wildlife and 
Natural Resources Specialist with 
the National Great Rivers Research 
and Education Center. She formerly 
held positions at Illinois-Indiana 
Sea Grant, University of Illinois 
Extension, Prairie Rivers Network and 
the Illinois Natural History Survey. 
She received her master’s degree in 
wildlife ecology from the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).

Photo by Bill Peterson, USFWS

A great day on Otter Lake all fish were caught on crappie 
minnows. Thanks to Eastside Marine for sharing this great 

photo. Call Eastside for all of your boating needs 217-522-2408.

Corbin Juliusson, 5 years old, from 
Morton, IL catching 13 inch Crappie with 

his dad while fishing his first Spring 
spawning season at a Fulton County 

private farm pond.
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801.352.1458www.excelboats.com

Improved Floor design | eliminates Water Retention | Decreases Total Weight  

a tapered chine 
provides unparalleled 
turning capabilities. 

The F4 step-deck 
allows you to 

effortlessly climb 
in-and-out of the boat 

and serves as a 
vantage point for your 

retriever.
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LandGuys industry setting media and platform showcases 
each property to its fullest by using professional photos, 
aerial videos and immersive 3D content.

COMPELLING PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY 
We produce high-quality professional  
photography and video, which is important  
for a positive impact on potential buyers.

RESPONSIVE BROKER 
Communication is key with buyers and sellers. We pride 
ourselves on a quick response time via call, text, or email.

 MAXIMUM EXPOSURE  
Your property will be on LandGuys’ industry best website, 
YouTube, Landwatch, Lands of America, Land & Farm, 
LandBroker MLS, REALTORS® Land Institute,  
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MATT COX
Western Illinois Land Broker
309.221.1764 
matt@landguys.com

Matt is an experienced Land Broker and REALTOR® 
that has been selling real estate for almost 10  
years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge  
with everything real estate is an asset to his clients. 
When you work with Matt, you will learn that he is 
genuinely honest and fair with every client he 
meets and will work diligently in helping the  
client achieve their goal.
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