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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

TRUCK BED & ACCESSORY SPECIALISTS

www.kgmequipmentsolutionsil.com

8699 Arenzville Road
Beardstown, IL 62618

(217) 323-4548

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

INCLUDE:

• Welding Service

•  Truck Bed Sales and 

Installation

•  Truck Tool Box and 

Storage Installation

•  Truck Bumper and 

Lighting Installation

•  Trailer Sales and 

Service

•  Sandblasting Truck 

Frames, Trailers

We Offer Martin 
Aluminum 
Customizable 
Service Bodies. 
For more info 
call us at 
217-323-4548!
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309-333-2177
Custom Logging, Land Management 

& Habitat Rehabilitation
“We log for you on your terms!”

We are now scheduling free timber estimates for the 2022 tree harvest season!

HABITAT REHABILITATIONHABITAT REHABILITATION
Strategic habitat consultation & planning • Biodiversity Recovery

Wildlife Conservation • Environmental Protection • Post Fire Regeneration
Landscape Restoration • Strategic good plot planning services

CUSTOMIZED LOGGINGCUSTOMIZED LOGGING
•  Selective Tree Cutting (Market Desired Trees at 

this time include: White Oak & Walnut)
• Contractual Timber Work
• Free Timber Appraisals 
• Forestry Improvement Recommendations
•  Partnered export companies can provide options 

to have your timber bought STANDING (contract 
requirements with this option)

LAND MANAGEMENTLAND MANAGEMENT
•  Sustains productivity & longevity of timber
•  Strategic Maintenance planning can and will 

assist in the allocation of your land resources
•  Post tree harvest restoration services available
• Invasive Species Control
• Water Resource Management
•  Eco-tourism projects (for example strategic 

trail mapping & land development)

AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! 
CALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATECALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATE

10 YEARS
RECREATIONAL LAND MANAGER

9+ YEARS
AS A LAND BROKER 

83% GROWTH
IN SALES VOLUME FROM 2019-2022

A LIFETIME
OF NETWORKING IN  

FULTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Prior to real estate Matt managed 3,000 acres 
of private land. He has extensive knowledge 
in habitat management, wetland design and 

development. He still uses this knowledge  
to help clients improve their land.

With over nine years in real estate, Matt Cox knows 
that each transaction is unique and his experience 

enables him to help navigate both sellers and 
buyers through all stages of the transaction.

Matt specializes in hunting land, farms,  
waterfront and rural homes. He has become  

the LandGuys “in-house” expert for  
waterfowl properties.

Matt has built a deep local network  
in Fulton county and surrounding  
counties that is integral for both  

buyers and sellers.

OUR PASSION & EXPERIENCE 
GET SELLERS RESULTS

LandGuys.com | 

LOCAL EXPERTISE WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN

©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
WESTERN ILLINOIS LAND BROKER
309.221.1764 | matt@landguys.com

Matt Cox



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:

ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway

Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER

missywalker1974@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
Ava Stafford, proudly 

displaying a successful 
squirrel hunt with her 

father, Shawn Stafford.
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and it was time to change that and 
run down to the river. We watched 
the forecast and it called for scattered 
showers and 82 degrees. I thought to 
myself perfect. Not too hot a little rain 
would cool us down and this should 
get the catfish biting.
 As we were going to leave the 
house that morning Leah bundled 
up with her rain gear and plenty of 
clothes. I of course didn’t want any 
part of rain gear if it was going to 
be 80 degrees. I would take the rain 
getting me wet then my own sweat. 
This proved to be a major mistake. 
As we arrived on the water and 
started to fish the rain started shortly 
thereafter. Now remember scattered 
showers. My A!#. It started raining 
harder and harder to the point we 
ran for a train bridge to try and get 
a little bit of cover. All this did was 
dump dirty rainwater into my boat 
and on my head. I can honestly say 
this was not one of my better fishing 
moments. After an hour and half of 
fighting the rain, I decided it was 
time to tuck my tail between my legs 
and head for the ramp. 
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 As we arrived back at the ramp 
the rain just kept coming. As we 
finally loaded the boat and got into 
my truck, I realized there wasn’t a dry 
spot anywhere. My seats had puddles 
on them, and it was not a comfortable 
ride home. It ended up raining all day 
that day.
 After arriving home and cleaning 
the few fish we did have my buddy 

Al looked and me and said what time 
tomorrow. I stated if it’s going to 
rain there is no way I am going. We 
pulled out our phones and pulled up 
our weather apps and it said a 0% 
chance of rain. The day before it was 
scattered showers on Saturday and 
rain on Sunday. That script seemed to 
flip. I figured what the heck we might 
as well go fishing. What else am I 

 Al with the first catfish of the day and it 
only took a couple of minutes.

37 Illinois River Catfish



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.

going to do, yard work? That didn’t 
seem too fun so we decided we would 
give Sunday a shot.
 Sunday morning 5am rolled 
around rather quickly. Leah decided it 
was her only day to sleep in a little, 
so she elected not to join us this day. 
Al and I headed for the river. We were 
on the water by 5:30am and ready to 
fish. As we put our first poles out and 
prepared the next poles to be set, we 
had a fish on. Man, that was quick I 
thought to myself. 
 We were using several different 
colors of rubber catfish worms to 
see which color produced the most 
fish. We used red, yellow, chartreuse, 
orange and green. The first fish in was 
on an orange, the next on a red. The 
fish seemed to be biting really well. 
We had a half dozen fish in the boat 
in the first hour. I figured it may slow 
down a little but not on this day. Pretty 
much every 10 minutes we had a fish 
on. Now we were not catching any 
giants, but we were catching plenty 
of catfish. Most of them were around 
a one pound with our biggest being 
a little over 4lbs. This was perfect to 
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me. I would much rather eat small 
whole catfish than catfish fillets, just 
my preference. 
 As the morning continued on it 
really seemed like the fish wanted 
the orange color. I know what many 
people say, and I get it. Why the heck 
would a rubber catfish worm covered 
in stink bait really matter what color 
it is. Not sure, but in my experience it 
does. Sometimes I catch most of my 
fish on red. The next time it maybe 
orange or even yellow. We try all 
different colors each time and there 
always seems to be one that is better 
than the other. 
 As far as stink bait goes, I only 
use two types. I will try both Bee’Jay 
Bait Company Channel Catfish Bait 
(ad on page 53) and Triple S Channel 
Cat Bait (formerly Sonny’s). I have 
used every type out there and when I 
came across these two, they definitely 
stand out compared to the rest. I have 
tried many others and have put them 
to the test, and every time I have 
done this, these two baits out fish the 
others. 
 We ended up 37 catfish in a 

little over 5 hours. The only problem 
with this is skinning and filleting all 
of them. After an hour and half, we 
finally finished. We both had plenty of 
fish for the freezer and plenty for my 
grandparents as well. So, everyone is 
stocked up and figured that maybe my 
last catfishing trip of the year. 
 Right after our fishing trip I 

headed to a celebration of life for 
Harry Canterbury. First, we arrived 
at Springdale Cemetery for a brief 
service and I was amazed at the 
outgoing support for Harry and his 
family. There was well over 50 people 
at the service and the celebration of 
life was to take place at Kelleher’s 
Irish Pub. As we finished the service 

LancasterArchery.com • 717-394-7229 
2195-A Old Philadelphia Pike (Rt. 340) Lancaster, PA 17602

Area’s Largest Archery Showroom,  
Advice from TechXPerts™  
and Try Before You Buy!

Indoor & Outdoor Ranges,  
Techno-Hunt, and  

Beginner to Advance Classes.

A great day on the river Al with the first fish we have ever filmed.



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

and headed to Kelleher’s I was 
thinking what would Harry like me to 
do to help carry on his legacy. I have 
the magazine under control maybe I 
should help Cathy out and keep the 
ASO TV show going and get back to 
more of the fishing and hunting side of 
things. We arrived at the celebration 
and there were hundreds of people 
already there. They had a beautiful 
display of pictures of Harry and all of 
the different trips he has taken across 
the world. I kept thinking about how 
great of life Harry led. He started this 
magazine back in 1996 and at the 
time already had a very popular radio 
show “The Red Nose Gang” and also 
started ASO TV Show. He was able to 
live his dream in the outdoor setting. 
He loved nothing more than shooting 
ducks. He would tell me the stories of 
the good ole days of duck hunting and 
talk about all of the characters he has 
met over the years. I will surely miss 
those great stories of his adventures. 
When people are taken from the 
world too young, I always think about 
the memories they have created with 
family and friends and that is his true 
legacy. Rest in peace my friend you 
are already missed.
 After thinking about the TV show 
for a few more days I decided it was 
time for me to take a crack at it. When 
I was in the event business, I was told 
many times that I am great on camera. 

Most people have a tendency to freeze 
but I have the tendency to keep talking. 
After talking with the cameraman for 
Harry’s TV Show, Kenny Hackney, I 
decided I was going to go on at least 
one more catfish adventure on the 
Illinois River to try and film a show 
for ASO TV.
 Once again, my only partner 
in crime was Al Schackow. Thank 
God he is my best buddy, because 
he is always up to go fishing or 
on an adventure. We arrived early 
one Saturday morning in July. The 
conditions once again seemed to be 
perfect. We had a little rain the day 
before and the temperature was only 
68 that morning. We headed to our 
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D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

AUG 5: PRESLEY’S ANNUAL 
“TRY IT BEFORE YOU BUY IT”
 4PM-8 PM - PUBLIC WELCOME

 
AUG 26-28: ILLINOIS STATE SKEET TOURNAMENT

favorite catfishing hole and started 
filming for the show. We didn’t have 
anywhere near as good a day fishing, 
but we still managed to catch 17 to 
make a nice show. I am anxiously 
awaiting the final edit to see how this 
first show turned out. It will air here at 
the end of August on PBS. 
 The plan is to continue to do more 
shows. The future plans will be to have 

a couple of duck hunting shows from 
North Dakota, hog hunt in Missouri 
and I am sure a couple of crappie trips 
and deer hunting as well. So if you 
haven’t watched ASO TV in awhile 
it might me time to tune back in and 
hopefully we can provide you with 
some great entertainment and tips. 
 Until next month. May your 
sunrises and sunsets be magical!

Al and the author with a couple of nice channel catfish.

The author with a couple of the bigger 
catfish of the day.



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY • Closed Sundays
Pub Hours: Mon-Wed til Midnight • Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours: Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m. • Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

MARYLAND STYLE 
CATFISH CAKES
• 2 lbs. catfish fillets
• 2 tsp. yellow mustard
• 3 tbsp. Miracle Whip
• 1 tbsp. Old Bay Seasoning
• 5 cups crushed saltine crackers
• 2 eggs
• 1 ½ cup vegetable oil
• 2 medium onions, chopped
1.  Place catfish in a saucepan with enough 

water to cover. Bring to a boil and cook 
until fish flakes easily with a fork. Drain 
off water and mash up the fish. Stir in 
the onion, mustard, salad dressing, Old 
Bay, cracker crumbs and egg. Mix until 
evenly blended.

2.  Heat oil in a large heavy skillet over 
m e d i u m - h i g h 
heat. Form the 
fish mixture into 
patties, and fry in 
the hot oil. Drain 
on paper towels 
and serve hot.

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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Pattish Irish Stout, Peoria’s Premium Stout, 
Named after Pat Sullivan.

SWEET AND SPICY 
GRILLED CATFISH

SIMPLE GRILLED CATFISH

• 4 1/2lb catfish fillets
• ½ cup ketchup
• ¼ cup red wine vinegar
• 4 tbsp. horseradish
• 2 tbsp. brown sugar
• 3 cloves garlic, minced
• 3 tsp. fresh basil
• 1 ½ tsp. salt
1.  Mix together sauce 

ingredients in a 
shallow baking 
dish.

2.  Add catfish filets 
and gently toss 
to coat both sides of the filets with the 
marinade. Cover and allow to marinate 
for 30 to 45 minutes in the refrigerator.

3.  Remove fish fillets from the dish, discard 
marinade.

4.  Preheat grill for medium-high heat. 
Place fillets on grill and cook for 12 to 
15 minutes (or until internal temperature 
reaches 145 F to 150 F), turning once.

• 2 pound catfish fillets
• 4 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
• 2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
• Kosher salt, optional

1.  Brush the catfish fillets with the 
Worcestershire sauce and sprinkle with 
the ground pepper.

2.  Place the fish on the preheated grill. If 
using a charcoal grill, place the fillets 
about 4 to 6 inches from the heat. Grill 
for 4 to 5 minutes.

3.  Brush again and turn. Grill about 5 
minutes longer, or until the fish flakes 
easily with a fork. Sprinkle with salt, if 
desired.

Grilling Tips
Even some of the most confident cooks 
become a bit skittish when grilling 
fish fillets. There is a fear of the fish 
falling apart and through the grates, and 
sticking to the grill when trying to flip 
over. But by following a few tips you 
can be assured that you will achieve 
fish grilling success.
•  It is important that the grill is clean and 

the grates are coated with a bit of oil 
(using tongs and a paper towel with 
oil works well); it also should be nice 
and hot. A clean, oiled, hot grill will 
keep the fish from sticking to the grill 
grates.

•  Catfish is a firmer fish than other fish 
fillets, so it should stay intact when on 
the grill, but if you are concerned, you 
can use a fish-grilling basket, or place 
the fish in foil packets first—just keep 
in mind the fish will essentially steam 
this way and won’t have the texture of 
grilled fish.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph & Jason Vandervort
Owners

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
BY RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 There is action in the Illinois General 
Assembly because of the Highland Park 
Shooting.  These are so-called “assault 
weapons bans”.  In The Illinois House of 
Representatives, the bill is HB5522 and 
in the Illinois Senate the bill is SB2510.  
We expect action on these bills shortly 
after Labor Day in a special session.  In 
the meantime, contact your legislators 
and oppose these bills or others like them.  
They may switch the bill numbers at any 
time.  We have seen this tactic before.  Also 
go to the ISRA website and go through the 
tutorial on how to fill out witness slips.  We 
will keep you informed.
 Gun owners of Illinois and the United 
States are facing the toughest attacks we 
have ever seen.  There is a well-organized, 
well-funded anti-gun movement taking 
hold.  On Wednesday, there was a March 

in Washington D.C.  We were seeing hotels 
giving discounts for online reservations 
even through Ute and GoFundMe pages to 
offset expenses.  There had to backing from 
other sources to put all of this together.
 There was a shooting of an off-duty 
Chicago Police Office early Tuesday 
morning.  Officer Danny Golden and two 
other officers were at a bar after attending 
a fundraiser for families dealing with 
cancer.  A fight broke out and he was 
trying to break it up.  He was reportedly 
shot at 22 times.  One bullet struck him 
in the back paralyzing him from the waist 
down.  Another bullet is still lodged near 
his heart and cannot be removed.  Three 
men are charged in the case.  All have 
criminal records and should have been 
in jail at the time of the shooting.  They 
were originally scheduled to be released, 
but protests from law enforcement groups 
caused them to be held without bail.  They 
are charged with aggravated unlawful 
use of a firearm, unlawful discharge of a 
firearm and aggravated battery.
 They got the guns in a gun swap 
from a street gang.  I am shocked they 
didn’t go through a universal background 
check.  One of these characters was in 
prison for attempted bank robbery.  He was 
sentenced to the Federal penitentiary for 
46 months plus three years of supervision.  
He was also sentenced to three years in 
state prison, but his federal time counted 
toward his state time so essentially, he got 
nothing.  This is exactly what is wrong 
with the system and why we have so much 
crime, but they want the law-abiding gun 
owner to pay for it.  The other perpetuators 
were almost as bad, but I am running out of 

space.  One of the many questions is “Why 
aren’t these guys charged with attempted 
murder?”  These people should be serving 
their full sentences.  If they are let out 
early, whoever let them out should serve 
the rest of their sentence.
 In New Jersey, a school security 
guard was fired for being honest about 
deficiencies in the school security in the 
school he was employed.  The school 
was leaving the front door unlocked and, 
of course, the school did not want to talk 
about this at all.  A parent asked the guard 
if it was open and he told them it was, 
and he got fired.  I have experienced this 
in Illinois.  One day, I got a call from 
a Chief of Police who wanted to use the 
ISRA range for special training related to 
school security.  A couple of days later, he 
called back and said he was canceling the 
training.  The school told him they did not 
want policemen in the school for active 
shooter drills because it might upset the 
children.  Sorry school Superintendent, 
but that is a dumb as dirt response.  When 
something happens, it’s always everyone 
else’s fault but the schools - not so.
 The CMP has notified the ISRA that 
they have a limited number M-1 Garands 
available.  If you are interested, I would 
act quickly.
 It is the beginning of the summer 
shooting competition season and ISRA 

teams are already at Camp 
Atterbury, Indiana, 
and Bristol, Indiana, 

competing in the 
NRA Highpower and 

American Smallbore 
Shooting Association 

(ASSA) Championship.  The 
ISRA Gold Highpower team is leading in 
the High Masters category and the ISRA 
Master team is leading in the Master Class 
division.  Many reading this may not 
understand all of what I am talking about 
but to be a High Master or Master shooter 
means that you know what you are doing. 
At Bristol, our Smallbore shooters are 
seniors shooting individual matches and 
so far, we have a couple of second place 
finishes and one first place finish.  Well 
done everyone.
 In a few days, ISRA shooters will be 
going to Camp Perry, Ohio, and then move 
to Camp Atterbury, Indiana.  As I keep 
telling you, if you want to learn to shoot, 
you should join the ISRA. That is a start.
 At the end of July, the ISRA will be 
opening its new office in Sparta, Illinois, 
at the World Shooting Recreational 
Complex.  This coincides with the opening 
of the Grand American Trapshooting 
Championship.  The National Trap Shoot 
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1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS
FOR SALE - CALL FOR DETAILS



Championship opens with the AIM youth 
trapshooting evening on Friday, July 29, 
2022, through Sunday July 31, 2022.  
The Grand American starts Wednesday, 
August 3, 2022, and goes until the 13th 
of August.  If you have never been to the 
World Shooting Complex in Sparta, you 
should try to attend. The firing line is 3.5 
miles long.
 In September, the National 
Muzzleloading Championship will be 
held in Friendship, Indiana.  We will have 
Illinois shooters there also.
 The ISRA will hold Pistol, Highpower 
rifle, F-Class Highpower rifle, Smallbore 
rifle and Muzzleloading Championships 
this Summer and Fall.  The Conventional 
Bullseye Pistol Championship will be held 
at the ISRA range in Bonfield on August 
13th and 14th. This is a little earlier than 
usual.  If you are a Bullseye shooter, you 
should go.
 Training opportunities at the ISRA 
Range are fabulous this year: 
Midwest Training Group (MTG) which 
will be holding an Advanced Handgun 
Skills Course at our range in Bonfield, 
Illinois, on August 6th and 7th.  Designed 
by Bob Houzenga and Andy Kemp as an 
addition to Massad Ayoob’s LFI curriculum 
and originally taught as LFI Advanced 
Handgun Skills, this two-day course is fast 
paced and demanding, focusing on high-
speed drills designed to build the optimum 
blend of speed and accuracy.  Ideal for 
the advanced shooter who wishes to hone 
and fine-tune his techniques.  Novice 
shooters move up to the next skill level.  
Emphasis on individual diagnostics and the 
subtle nuances used by six-time National 
Champion, Bob Houzenga.  From fast and 
furious, up-close shooting, to accuracy 
work at 25 yards, this program offers 
students of any skill level, an opportunity 
to take their skills to the next level.  Recoil 
management for super-fast follow up shots, 
rapid first shots from the holster, swift 
engagement of multiple targets, strong 
and weak hand techniques, “catching the 
link”, and shooting “out of the notch” are 
just some of the topics covered. Many 
students find their speed doubles or 
triples with better accuracy.  1200 rounds 
required.  Prior formal instruction is a pre-
requisite.  Contact Andy Kemp at 208-
771-3413 or Andy1911@imaxmail.net or 
visit www.midwesttraininggroup.net
 The Massad Ayoob MAG 80 Course 
is an intensive study of defensive firearms 
that teaches extreme speed for hits, and 
includes shooting at greater distances, 
and management of such contingencies as 
weak hand draws, one-hand only reloads 
and malfunction clearing if wounded, etc. 
Students receive several hours of hands-
on training in handgun disarming, and 
in countering attempts by an attacker to 
disarm them. Shooting while moving, 

and the use of long guns for defense, are 
among the areas covered. Round count: 
500 handgun, 100 long gun. Prerequisites: 
MAG-20/Classroom plus MAG-20/Live 
Fire; MAG-40 or LFI-I.  Contact Andy 
Kemp at 208-771-3413 or Andy1911@
imaxmail.net
 CMP will be conducting in-person 
training for Level II Range Officer training 
on Friday, September 30, 2022.  They will 
be offering a Rifle Range Officer Level II 
training from 8:00 am to Noon on Friday 
September 30, 2022.  The Pistol Range 
Officer Level II training will be from 
1:00pm to 3:00 pm on Friday September 30, 
2022.  In order to attend these classes, you 
will have to show completion of the Level 
I class before you can register for the Level 
II class.  The Level I class is $75 and is an 
online class; register here: https://thecmp.
org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021-
RO-Level-I-Application.pdf. 
 The Level II class is $40: use this link 
for the Level II application: https://thecmp.
org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-
RO-Level-II-Application.pdf.  I encourage 
all active RSO’s to do this training.
 The Marksmanship 101 Rifle Class 
is a two-day class, and it will be held on 
October 1 and October 2, 2022.  The cost 
is $95 for adults and $85 for Juniors.  
You must register through CMP here: 
ht tps: / /ct . thecmp.org/app/v1/index.
php?do=match&task=edit&match=22445.  
Firearms and ammunition will be provided 
by the CMP.  The second day of this class 
will be a an M16 Highpower rifle match 
fired on Konsberg Electronic targets.
 The Marksmanship 101 Pistol Class is 
a one-day class with classroom instruction, 
range training and practice, followed by 
firing of an M9 match.  The cost for Pistol 
101 is $95 for adults and $85 for Juniors. 
This class will be offered on October 
1 and October 2, 2022.  Firearms and 
ammunition will be provided by the CMP. 
You must register through the CMP for this 
class:  https://ct.thecmp.org/app/v1/index.
php?do=match&task=edit&match=22445. 

As of July 12, 2022:
FOID – 2,401,001
CCL – 434,886
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ISRA.org
1589 N. 7000 W. Road • Bonfield, IL 60913

815-635-3198
www.isra.org

ILLINOIS STATE RIFLE 
ASSOCIATION RANGE

MIDWEST TRAINING GROUP (MTG)
AUGUST 6-7, 2022

Advanced Handgun Skills Course at our range in 
Bonfield, Illinois. This 2-day course is fast paced and 

demanding, focusing on high-speed drills designed to 
build the optimum blend of  speed and accuracy.  

ISRA ACADEMY NRA BASIC RIFLE CLASS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2022

CLUBHOUSE & RANGE 1 - 8:00AM-4:00PM
Instruction on basic knowledge, skills and attitude necessary for 

the safe and proper use of  a rifle in target shooting. Min. of  25 
rounds of  ammunition. Limit 10 students. Public Welcome.

MAG 80 MASSAD AYOOB CLASS
SEPTEMBER 7-10, 2022

CLUBHOUSE & RANGE 11 - 8:00AM-5:00PM
An intensive study of  defensive firearms that teaches extreme 
speed for hits, and includes shooting at greater distances, and 

management of  such contingencies as weak hand draws, 
one-hand only reloads and malfunction clearing if  wounded, etc. 
Students receive several hours of  hands-on training in handgun 
disarming, and in countering attempts by an attacker to disarm 

them. Shooting while moving, and the use of  long guns for 
defense, are among the areas covered. Round count: 

500 handgun, 100 long gun. Prerequisites: MAG-20/Classroom 
plus MAG-20/Live Fire; MAG-40 or LFI-I.

CMP LEVEL II RANGE OFFICER CLASS
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2022 - RANGES 1, 2, 3, 

PAVILION, CLUBHOUSE - 8:00AM-7:00PM
Level II CMP Range officer for Rifle from 8:00AM to Noon 

and Level II CMP Range Officer for Pistol from 1:00PM-3:00PM.

 THE CMP MARKSMANSHIP 101 RIFLE/PISTOL CLASS 
2-DAYS HELD ON OCTOBER 1 AND OCTOBER 2, 2022.
Firearms and ammunition will be provided by the CMP.  

The 2nd day of  this class will be a M16 High power rifle match 
fired on Konsberg Electronic targets.

The Marksmanship 101 Rifle Class is a two day class 
being held on Oct 1- Oct 2.

The Marksmanship 101 Pistol Class is a one day class 
being offered on Oct 1 and Oct 2.



 The best way to beat the heat is to 
get in on the action on Lake Shelbyville 
and chase those SLABS around the 
lake!!! Open water fish and open water 
techniques are in full swing and so is 
swinging SLABS!!! The early morning 
bite may be different than the midday 
and even the evening bite, so be ready to 
change techniques and areas for your best 
chances for a summertime haul!!!
 Baitfish have and will continue 
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

SLIPPING, TROLLING 
AND SLABBING

to sustain the healthy populations of 
great “eaters” and of course “SLABS 
CRAPPIE”. Multiple spawns of shad have 
already happened on Lake Shelbyville 
and the crappie are responding as usual, 
in their usual areas. Starting with the 
slip-cork technique there are days when 
you cannot stop watching those corks 
vanish under the water providing nonstop 
action. From the experienced angler to the 
novice beginner the slip-cork technique 

is tried and TRUE. Submerged timbers, 
standing timbers, man made structures, 
and secondary points are the ideal areas 
to start your search for the crappie in 
their summer patterns. The thermocline 
has established itself as it normally 
does, making finding the crappie a little 
easier in the water column. Where the 
thermocline is present crappie usually 
do not hold much deeper than 15-17 foot 
deep. As the baitfish roam around the lake 
the crappie follow them and gather into 
massive schools. Challenges can arise, 
but for the most part it usually only takes 

a position change or even a technique 
tweak and for the most part the crappie 
will cooperate. For example, sometimes 
the active crappie might be on submerged 
timbers and then you may need to move 
to open water timbers, if needed or vice 
versa. Regardless how active the crappie 
are on that particular day, it is hard for 
a crappie to resist a minnow sitting just 
above them for too long!!!
 Trolling is not only effective but a 
client favorite during the summer months. 
The action is usually very good, and nothing 
beats a little breeze on your face during 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Breakfast Served All Day

Mon: – Sat: 6:00am – 9:00pm • Sun: 6:00am – 3:00pm
1988 IL -16, Shelbyville, IL 62565

(217) 296-3138



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!
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ORDER YOUR 
BOAT NOW 

BEFORE THEY ARE 
ALL GONE

these hot summer days. As previously 
mentioned, having the thermocline present 
when trolling is a terrific technique to fill 
the livewells with crappie. How I find the 
active fish is to follow the river channel 
and fish the shallow side, which is usually 
the side closer to the shore for success. 
Trolling allows you to fish multiple water 
columns at the same time and it will not 
take long to find out the active depth and 
best bait option for ultimate success. The 
number one bait for this technique is to 
pull in-line spinners tipped with minnows. 
The vibration, flash, and trailing minnow 

are three factors that drive the crappie into 
a frenzy when you troll through them. 
Anywhere from open water stretches to 
trolling over deep standing timbers are two 
areas active crappie can and will be found. 
Ledges, drop-offs, and river bends are also 
places to find active crappie for the next 
several weeks, so take advantage of the 
lake’s natural structures for a great day on 
the water.
 The vertical bite will be present from 
this time on and on certain days it will be 
the best technique of the day so always 
keep that jigging rod handy. A productive 

approach is to throw out a slip-cork with 
one rod and vertical jig with another. 
Please be mindful that two rods can 
be one too many at times and watching 
that cork disappear and catching another 
fish on your jigging pole for a double is 
something no one will soon forget. There 
will be days when you will just need to 
stick to one technique but it sure is fun 
having action on two rods. Hair jigs 
are a great artificial option along with 
other plastics like the Slider and Guppy 
Gobbler but there are days the minnow 

is the number one option. However, your 
favorite way to fish is, that is the one I 
suggest.  Although, maybe try another 
unfamiliar technique every once and 
awhile to expand your options.  There 
is not just one way to catch crappie and 
the more techniques you are comfortable 
using the more crappie you will catch all 
year long!!!!
 To book a trip please visit www.
englandexpeditons.com or call 217-520-
3653. “CATCHING MEMORIES ONE 
FISH AT A TIME”

CRAIG’S
SPORTING GOODS & FAMILY FUN CENTER

Fishing Supplies | Live Bait | Laser Tag | Batting Cage
105 E. Main, Shelbyville

(217) 296-2130
(217) 296-2146

Fine Cigars
Craigssportinggoods2@gmail.com

BARBER SHOP

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

ANTIQUES



grows it becomes dense and starts 
to sink. All the baitfish feed on this 
algae bloom. The thermocline will 
hold it due to its density and this puts 
all the baitfish at 15-17ft. for the rest 
of the summer. Of course the crappie 
figure this out.
Now we have the perfect scenario for 
what I call the slip bobber drift. Our 
summer breezes are normally from 
the southwest and you combine this 
with summer pleasure boat traffic 
and you get built in action on your 
slip bobber rig. That bouncing up and 
down while drifting gets a hungry 
crappie to bite it and boy do they. 
All you need is to set up on a main 
lake brush pile or down tree that 
has branches extending up into that 
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 This year, the first in at least 
seven, Lake Shelbyville isn’t flooded 
for the entire summer. We are at 
normal summer pool which means 
no current. This allows the lake to 
go through the normal process of 
creating a thermocline.
A thermocline is a layer of water that 
the temperature drastically changes 
from the surface temp. On Lake 
Shelbyville this can be as shallow 
as ten feet and as deep as twenty 
depending on which end of the lake 
you are on. The north end is shallower 
and more stained so the thermocline 
is shallower.
 It is also a layer of water that is 
very dense. About mid-July we get 
an algae bloom on the water. As it 

15-17ft. range. Bottom depth means 
nothing because these fish suspend in 
or slightly above the thermocline.
 Ever since the spawn wrapped 
up I have been catching crappie 
anywhere from ten feet all the way 
down to thirty feet deep. Now with 
the thermocline bite I got them 
bunched up so catch about fifteen to 
twenty then set up on another spot. 
Instead of, like it is now in early July, 
you only get three or four then move.
I get lots of compliments on my boat 
set up. I was showing a fisherman 
at Chip’s the other day some of the 
features you just won’t find anywhere 
else. His comment “after 28 years of 
guiding you just figured it out along 
the way.”
 I have a big tiller boat that 
allows much more room and seating 
for myself and three anglers. So no 

bunching up on the front deck and 
standing all day. I ran air lines inside 
the gunnels and put termination 
fittings on them and have two big air 
pumps that run on my boats battery 
system. I run three separate bait 
tanks and can place them where my 
customers don’t have to get up.
 This boat is equipped with five 
Garmin depth finders. I use a twelve-
inch unit up front to run my Live 

THERMOCLINE CRAPPIE

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIESCRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve WelchSteve Welch
(217) 840-1221(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.comwww.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com
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scope and have it on a Live sweep 
mount so I can set the boat sideways 
on spot lock and watch mine and 
all my customers baits on the brush 
piles. You can see if a crappie is 
approaching your minnow. I run two 
nine-inch units up front to watch the 
Garmin mapping and my several 
thousand waypoints and the normal 
Garmin sonar which is very good. On 
the back I am watching mapping and 

the incredible Garmin side imaging 
on two more twelve-inch units. 
Nothing gets by this boat as far as 
structure or fish goes.
 For tackle I keep it simple on this 
bite. I use an eight-foot Norm’s rod, 
have for years. I use a thirty-five sized 
spinning reel with 15lb. Suffix braid. 
I then put on a slip bobber big enough 
to hold up a quarter-ounce weight 
then a bead so your knot doesn’t get 

beat on by the weight going up and 
down on it. Then a barrel swivel with 
a foot or so of 15lb. Fluorocarbon 
line and a number four light wire true 
turn hook. Why the eight foot rod 
you say? If you have your slip bobber 
knot at the reel then your hook even 
with the end of your rod holding it up 
vertically you are set at fifteen feet. 
Cast it out and watch your slip knot 
hit the bobber then put it in gear and 

it won’t be long.
 This bite lasts all August, 
September and early October then 
we start to see cooler nights and 
the thermocline will break up. My 
website at LakeShelbyvilleGuide.
com has my available openings and 
with a couple days’ notice I can take 
a day off from my other job and go 
during the week. So give me a call at 
217-840-1221.

Brooks Birkey with a nice 
crappie he recently caught 
while fishing with his dad 

Shae Birkey. Thanks for sharing 
with ASO Magazine.

Jens Birkey with a nice 
largemouth bass caught on a 

recent fishing trip with his dad 
Shae Birkey. Thanks for sharing 

with ASO Magazine.



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Use Custom Jigs Ice Jigs all year ’round

for bluegill, crappie, perch, white bass,

trout and more!

‘Gill Pill Glazba

Flu Flu Chekai

Use                        H2O and Draggin’ Jigs

right now on your favorite lake or river

for walleye, bass, perch and pike! 

Rig them with 

for whoppers!
AUTHENTX PLASTIC

H2O Jigs
(9 sizes, 19 colors)

Draggin’ Jigs
(3 sizes, 7 colors)

Ringworm

Moxi

Pulse-R

Ribb-Finn

WALT’S DEADLY BLUEGILL
AND CRAPPIE RIG!
By Walt Matan

 If you have been around fishing 
for a while, chances are you’ve used 
a double hook rig. It’s a hand tied line 
of a pair of hooks hanging off a main 
line with a sinker on bottom. Guys 
still use them for panfish, catfish...
basically any fish that swims.
 But let’s take a look at a couple 
of modern updates on this rig that 
will put more bluegill and crappie in 
the bucket for you right now!
 Hook size for bluegill and 
crappie is smaller than you would 
use for bass. A good hook size for 
panfish should be a size 8 or 6. I tie a 
light line rig with either 4 or 6 lb. test 
and use an ultralight rod and reel set-
up like a St’ Croix 7’0”, Light, Extra 
Fast tip with a Shimano Sahara 1000 
series spinning reel. The longer rod 
is easier to cast, and the tip reacts to 
the slightest nibbles.
 Back to the rig. I’ll pre-tie a few 
rigs and wrap them on some pipe 
insulation foam. That way when I 
snap off, I’ve got another rig ready 
to fish. I’ll start with a small swivel 
and tie on a 24” to 36” length of 

line. Instead of regular hooks, I like 
to use old school ice fishing jigs 
like Custom Jigs & Spins 2-Spots, 
Rockers, Nuclear Ants or Demons.
 These jigs are vertically oriented, 
meaning that when you tie them on 
they hang vertically, just like a plain 
hook. They are more effective than a 
hook because they’ve got color, size 
and action. When tied to my double 
rig, they hang out horizontally though. 
 Take the line and run it thru the 
eye of the jig from the top down, 
about 12”-24” from the swivel. Then 
loop it around and back through 
the top of the eye. Repeat this loop 
tie again and you have your top jig 
ready to go. Repeat this below with 
another jig of a different style and 
color. Finally, tie a small snap to the 
end of the line. To this snap you can 
add a dropper weight or bell sinker in 
1/16th to ¼ ounce depending on the 
depth you are fishing. (see photo 1)
 Obviously, you can modify this 
rig as you wish. You can change 
the lengths, colors, styles, sizes and 
weights. You can use redworms, 
spikes, waxworms or small minnows 
as bait. The possibilities and endless! 
 This is a great rig to cast 
around piers, weed lines...basically 
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You’ll catch a pile of panfish with this rig!

anywhere panfish swim. It works 
equally well in clear or stained 
water. If you are having trouble 
snagging bottom, be sure to try a 
thin dropshot weight which will 
snag less often than a bell sinker. 



Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
R E C E N T  T R A D E  I N S

C O M E  C H E C K  T H E M  O U T !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2001 Chevrolet Tracker 4x4 ..................................................................... $1,290
2003 Ford Explorer XLT, 4-door, 4x2........................................................ $6,830
2003 Ford F350 XLT, Supercab, DRW, 4x2 .............................................. $6,630
2004 Chevrolet 1500 Regular Cab, 4x2 ................................................... $5,480
2005 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 .................................................................... $4,570
2005 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................. $14,570
2005 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT, Quad Cab, 4x4 .......................................... $11,880
2006 Ford Expedition XLT, 4x4 ................................................................ $7,270
2006 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $12,990
2006 Ford F250 XL, Supercab, 4x4 ........................................................ $10,470
2007 Ford Edge SEL, AWD ...................................................................... $4,980
2008 Ford F250 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4 ...................................................... $9,600
2011 Chevrolet Colorado, Crewcab, 4x4 ................................................. $9,440
2013 Chrysler Town & Country Touring ................................................ $10,230
2015 GMC 1500 Sierra, SLT, Crewcab, 4x4 .......................................... $34,880
2016 Ford Escape SE, 4x4 ...................................................................... $16,920
2017 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $35,690
2018 Ford F150 XLT Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4 ..................................... $49,930
2019 Ford F250 XLT, Supercab, 4x2 ...................................................... $38,220
2021 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 ................................................... .$55,870
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Also, you can vary the length of the 
line below the last jig to keep your 
presentations above the weeds.
 Finally, as an added bonus, 
instead of the weight on the bottom 
you can use a small 5mm or 7mm 
tungsten Chekai ice jig. This is a 
great addition and really works well 

if you are fishing in an area that is 
relatively free of snags!
 To spend more time fishing than 
catching go to www.customjigs.com 
to check out the jigs mentioned.
 You can look at all of the jigs 
online or call 1-800-831-5535 for a 
FREE Tips and Tricks catalog!

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

Walt Matan is the chief lure designer for Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish N Tackle. 
To find out more about B-Fish-N Tackle’s line of AuthentX Plastic, H20 Jigs, 

B3 Bladebaits and Draggin’ Jigs go to www.bfishntackle.com or you can link to it via 
www.customjigs.com Also, be sure to follow/like Custom Jigs & Spins, B-fish-N Tackle, 

Walleye College and Walt Matan on Facebook for some up to the minute info.

The jigs to make this rig are (from left to right) 2-Spot, Rocker, Demon and Chekai Tungsten!

Walt with a nice sized bluegill!



design and engineering are immaculate.  It’s strength and 
performance are off-the-chart.  And most importantly, it 
catches fish.
 The FIN-S 22 that I have is a 7-foot medium/heavy.  It is 
a perfect rod for both largemouth and smallmouth bass and 
walleye.  It works both jigs and spinnerbaits flawlessly.  I have 
even done some wacky-worming with it.  It handles all lures 
and presentations equally well.
 You have likely heard me brag about the GRANDT 
engineering department’s innovative designs.  The FIN-S 22 is 
the next generation which includes high modulus proprietary 
high strain carbon twill ¾ of the way up the rod.  That is a 
very technical way of saying that it has super-fast action and 
maximum power, coupled with amazing sensitivity.  
 The FIN-S 22 rod has carbon reel seats with machined, 
double locking nuts along with coated guides.  This ultimate 
finesse rod with power brings the new GRANDT spinning 
rod to the top of the stage in the industry.  Check them out at 
grandtrods.com.  
 Now that you have my recommendation for rods, let’s 
look at the baits you should be casting with them.  Recently I 
have been using lures from CLYDE’S CRANKS.  Bob Waldo 
is a true artist in every sense of the word.  His custom painted 
lures are the proof.
 Waldo produces lures in several classifications, each just 
a bit more amazing than the last.  His mastery of lure painting 
is THE BEST I have ever seen.  From traditional crankbaits 
to jerk baits, topwater baits and lipless crankbaits, there is no 
end to the number of CLYDE’S CRANKS you will want in 
your tackle box.
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 I have been using GRANDT 
CUSTOM RODS exclusively for 
over 3-years.  Every rod I get I 
think, “There is no way Jim can top 
this one.”  Every time he proves me 
wrong.  I thought my Payara was the 
finest spinning rod on the market.  
That is, until I got my FIN-S 22.
 The GRANDT FIN-S 22 puts 
other spinning rods to shame.  It’s 

NEW GEAR 
FOR BIG FISH
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

The author and his grandsons, Ayden and Connor Dietrich show 
the success they have found using products from GRANDT 

RODS, CLYDE’S CRANKS and CAVEEL.

JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com
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 These are custom painted, hand-
built lures.  Bob orders his blanks 
from the manufacturers and adds his 
own custom paint job.  He also uses 
high quality, U.S. made Eagle Claw 
hooks as well U.S. made stainless 
steel split rings on every bait.
 The airbrushing techniques and 
colors that Waldo applies are stunning.  
These are truly the highest quality 
custom baits out on the market today.  
And the best 2 pieces of information I 
can give you on CLYDE’S CRANKS 
by Bob Waldo are, they catch fish 
and they are affordable.  Do yourself 
a favor and check out these amazing 
lures at clydescranks.com.  Send me 
photos of your success.
 Now we will take just a minute 
to talk about bait casting reels.  A few 
months ago, I came across a tackle 
company called CAVEEL.  This 
company offers reels, lures, fishing 
tools and rods.  I thought I would give 
one of their bait casters a try.  Wow 
am I glad I did?!
 I got a CAVEEL BS 2000.  I was 
pleasantly surprised at how smooth 
this reel is.  With a revolutionary dual 
braking system and a 6.3:1 speed 
ratio, there is no shaking, wobbling or 
tangling.
 This new brake system is 
adjustable and can be set for any 
lure weight, which greatly reduces 
backlash. I have used this reel on 
several occasions so far and I can 
attest to its performance.
 To make this reel even better, it 
is lightweight and gorgeous.  Looks 
do not mean much when it comes to 
catching fish, but if it performs AND 
is very easy to look at, all the better.  
That describes my BS 2000.
 Hopefully, in the new future, I 
will be able to tell you more about 
the CAVEEL rods, lures and tools.  
I am absolutely positive I will be 
placing more orders with them soon. 
I recommend you do the same at 
cavell.com.
 So, this has been a short recap of 
the new gear I have discovered this 
season for my fishing friends.  I love 
doing the research and the legwork to 
help you guys know what is happening 
around the outdoor world.  For regular 
and constant outdoor content, Like and 
Follow MIKE ROUX OUTDOOR 
ENTERPRISES on Facebook.

2022 FAMILY
CLAY TARGET
WINGSHOOTING

Please fill out the reverse of this flyer and send to Nick Ripley. 
Questions, call or email. 309-340-0221    ILrivervalleyPF178@gmail.com 

The Illinois River Valley Chapter of Pheasants Forever will provide: 
Targets, Certified coaches, Safety equipment, Ammunition, Guns (if needed)

Hosted by the Illinois River Valley Pheasants 
Forever Chapter, in partnership with the Illinois 
DNR and the Illinois Conservation Foundation

Illinois DNR and NSCA certified coaches

SATURDAY OR SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 OR 28
SAT. MORNING OR AFTERNOON, SUN. MORNING ONLY

AT JUBILEE STATE PARK BRIMFIELD, ILLINOIS

THE ILLINOIS RIVER VALLEY OF PHEASANTS FOREVER PRESENTS



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection
Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 

Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 335-7126

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Harry Sokhi, Owner
Email: pb.harry3@gmail.com

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

LEWISTOWN MART

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 Recently a Taurus GX4 9mm 
pistol was acquired for testing and 
evaluation.  The gun is in the micro 
compact category but is a 9mm 
rather than 380 as many are in that 
micro version.
 When unloaded the pistol 
weights 18.5 ounces.  It has a 
barrel length of around 3-inches 
and overall length of 6-inches.  
The overall height is 4-inchs with 
a width of just over 1-inch.  All in 
all, a perfect size for concealment 
while having plenty of firepower.
 There are two 11-round 

magazines with the gun, making 
it an 11+1, for a total of 12 
rounds.  Also included is an extra 
backstrap to change the grip to 
a higher wrist position.  I have 
found the standard one mounted 
at the factory to work perfectly.
 The gun is a single action, 
striker fired unit that has a trigger 
safety and visual “loaded chamber 
indicator”.  It is equipped with a 
front, white dot steel post sight, 
and drift adjustable serrated rear 
sight.
 For easier use of the slide there 

MIGHTY MICRO COMPACT
are serrations on the front and 
back.  This makes charging the gun 
quick and easy.
  The trigger pull is very crisp 
and light, with a quick/short reset.  
This helps with accuracy, and 
quicker follow-up shots.
 For the shooting part I found 
it right on the money.  I was able 
to place all but one of my rounds 
within the center mass area on the 
first firing right out of the box.
 To this date it has cycled all 
rounds – full metal jacket and 
hollow points – without a hiccup.  
I’ve used Wolf Performance, Wolf 

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

Military, Winchester, Remington 
and IMI Systems.  One of the tests 
was to load one magazine with 
every round being different.  This 
test went perfectly where you 
never heard or saw a difference in 
results.
 Shorter barrel guns, especially 
a micro-compact, are not known 
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The steel silhouette was at 10 yards and 
took most hits in the center mass, which 

can be told since this was a freshly painted 
target.  The 35 yard position of the gong can 

be seen in the distance.

Howard Leight’s electronic ear protection 
and the Maglula Uplula are setting on the 

paper target shot with the GX4 on the 
bottom.  The disassembly screw, 

mentioned in the article, can be seen just 
below the slide.



JAMES STOTLER - Manager
Formally GCR Tire Center

Office 309-343-1141
james.stotler@pompstire.com

1861 Knox County Highway 9
Galesburg, IL 61401

www.pompstire.com

or developed for longer distance 
shooting.  However, I decided to 
shoot it at 35 yards.  The result was 
the majority of the rounds were 
hitting slightly outside of the 12-
inch AR500 gong, with a couple 
striking inside.
 When shooting paper at the 
qualifying distance of 10 yards, 
most of the rounds laid within the 
middle 4-inches of the target.  At 
the same distance with an AR500 
silhouette, I placed most all 
rounds within the same size area 
in the middle of the target.
 Disassembly/reassembly is 
very easy.  There is a screw on the 
right side, just under the slide.  Turn 
the screw ¼ turn counterclockwise.  
Then pull the trigger until it clicks 
and push the slide forward and off.  
The opposite is done to reassemble.
 A question that I know 
everyone always asks is cost.  
With this gun’s solid built, the 
extra magazine and back strap, 
very nice hard case, and great 
performance people would think 
this is going to hit in the price 

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
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range of a Glock.  It definitely 
looks and performs like a Glock, 
but with an MSRP of $392.42.  So 
far I have not seen one selling for 
over $349, and have seen places 
having it on sale for under $300 
and closer to $250.
 I never like giving the “star 
ratings” that everyone wants to 
see, but there are occasions when I 
do.  Even then it is rare to go over 
4 stars.  This is one of those rare 
occasions when I will hand out a 
5-star rating.
 There are several videos 
that I have filmed with this gun 
on my YouTube and Juxxi/
Full30 channels.  I still have at 
least one more to go with guest 
Brandon Rogalla, Scott County 
Conservation Ranger, who will 
give a second and law enforcement 
opinion on the GX4.  Visit and 
subscribe to the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ 
Tales/Shoot ‘N’ Plink channel at 
www.youtube.com/dansfishntales.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

GREAT DAY OF FISHING
By Dan Galusha
 I’ve always had good luck catch-
ing bass during the hottest weather, 
and this July day was no different when 
Brandon Rogalla and his sons, Walker 
and Wyatt joined me on the water.
 This was a 40 to 50 bass day that 
was a short 3-hour trip.  I used Natu-
ral Forage Baits FT Shad on a Daiichi 
Bleeding Bait Copperhead hook, while 
the Rogallas used Berkley Finesse 
Worms on Daiichi Bleeding Bait worm 

hooks and XPoint XGap hooks.
 Walker and Wyatt both caught 
some nice fish.  Wyatt’s was a bass 
hitting around 19 inches, while Walk-
er out did us all with one that mea-
sured around 22 inches.  Getting both 
of these fish through the weed growth 
was a chore in itself.
 It was definitely a great day on the 
water.

Walker Rogalla with a 22 inch bass Wyatt Rogalla

KESTER’S WILD GAME 
FOOD NURSERIES INC.

Improving Wildlife Habitat for over 75 Years

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLANT 
YOUR FOOD PLOTS

PHONE: 920-685-2929
Fax: 920-685-6727

P.O. Box 516, Omro, WI 54963

• Perennial Mix’s
• Annual Mixes
• Clover’s
• Small Burnett

• Brassicas
• Chicory
• Alfalfa
• And a lot more

www.kestersnursery.com



FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217
Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am
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THE ULTIMATE HUNTING RIG
www.TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

by:

 Always be prepared! As the old 
Boy Scout adage/truism says, to my 
way of thinking, it is more important 
today than ever in history, given 
these rather interesting times we find 
ourselves in these days!
 Raised in a hunting family in the 
glory days celebration of the ultimate 
good over evil of America’s victory 
in WWII, rugged individualism 
and sensible preparedness were 
standard operating procedures. That 
every boy had a pocket knife and 
knew which end of a hammer to 
grab, the glaring difference between 
then and now is not only stunning, 
but extremely embarrassing. Such 
spiraling ineptitude and self-inflicted 
dependency can be traced to pretty 
much every ill plaguing our ruptured 
culture in 2022.
 Just look at the goofball who 
thinks he’s the president! Ugh!
 As I improvise, adapt and 
overcome the stupidity and 
brainwashed mindlessness that infects 

so many areas of our 
society, I can proudly 

say that rugged individualism and self-
sufficiency in my America is still alive 
and well, and the man in the arena 
continues to excel in the swirling dust 
of the American Dream challenge.
 Sure, I still unleash killer R&B 
rock-n-roll electric guitar mayhem on 
my new animal breeding soundtrack 
CD Detroit Muscle, but in between 
bouts of exciting sonic bombast, the 
Great Spirit of the Wild continues to 
bring me much needed soul cleansing 
balance and unlimited, thrilling 
adventure in the great outdoors 
beyond description.
 What fills my pockets and 
straps to my belt every day has me 
reasonably prepared for pretty much 
any challenge one may encounter 
and will more than likely face just by 
simply living an active lifestyle.
 Like my daily carry 10mm 
handgun and spare magazines on my 
belt, these basic tools are for instant 
emergency use in order to control a 
dangerous situation so as to get to my 
long guns and increased firepower in 
my truck. And those long guns in my 
truck are merely the intermediate tools 
to get me safely home to yet more 

capable artillery for any potential 
escalation that may occur.
 On my person are what I consider 
the minimal essentials for Boy Scout 
preparedness on a daily basis.
In one back pocket is the mandatory 
large clean handkerchief. In the other 
pocket is my sturdy wallet with some 
cash, credit cards, a few standard sized 
band-aids, basic insurance cards, 
my hunting license and emergency 
medical transport identifications with 
emergency phone numbers.
 In my front pockets are a pair of 
collapsible reading glasses, an old 
multi-blade Victorinox pocketknife, 
chapstick, charged hearing aid case, 
hearing protector valves, a lighter, a 
Ted Nugent challenge coin or two, a 
slew of guitar picks, a large folding 
knife and a small fully charged 
flashlight.
 On my belt is a Glock 10mm 
handgun with 4 spare magazines and 

a belt tool. There may also often be a 
2nd compact 10mm pistol as well.
 In my shirt pockets are my sheriff 
credentials, driver’s license, pistol 
permit, a sharpie, a ballpoint pen and 
my fully charged cellphone.
 Yes, all that, every day, everywhere 
no matter what since 1967.
I n my daily driver, whether it be 
my firebreathing Dodge Hellcat or 
one of my Ford Broncos or pickup 
trucks, you will find the following;
 A full 1st aid kit, fire extinguisher, 
shooting sunglasses, heavy duty 
towstraps, full toolkit, an assortment 
of zipties, hoseclamps and nuts and 
bolts, wire, road flares, spotlight, 
flashlight and spare batteries, heavy 
duty blanket, rope, work gloves, rain 
poncho, small umbrella, paper towels, 
toilet paper, shovel, axe, saw, Hi-Lift 
jack, spare tire, air compressor, tire 
repair kit, spare fuses, phone charging 
cable, oil, power-steering and brake 

Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, 
Life and Health InsuranceLife and Health Insurance

Your One Stop Shop Your One Stop Shop 
for all of your Insurance Needsfor all of your Insurance Needs

Big Savings a Phone Call Away
Accident’s happen. We’ll get you back on the Road. Get an auto quote now.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Alan Thompson, Agent

623 E. Jackson St., Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

statefarm.com®
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fluid, backup fuel filters and fanbelts, 
an AR15, police vest, spare magazines, 
water, and a few protein bars.
 After a lifetime of world travel 
and wilderness hunting adventures, I 
have learned to never be without such 
basic supplies for whatever the world 
may throw at me. Call me radical, 
(please) but my precious gift from 
God life is worth every possible effort 
to protect and safeguard.
 My Broncos and pickup trucks are 
built with survival capabilities in mind. 
Heavy duty everything, increased 
ride height, larger tires and increased 
wheel travel, winches, dual batteries, 
auxiliary lighting, and a slew of spare 
parts just in case.
 Whether dealing with Michigan 
blizzards or raging Texas floods, my 
trucks have been built and engineered to 
take on and overcome the worst possible 
conditions to get me home safely.
 I cannot tell you how many 
times my better prepared trucks have 
rescued people who were caught with 
their guard down.
 I learned long ago to never be 
caught with my guard down, and 

my vehicles and daily preparedness 
reflects a lifetime of lessons learned.
 Anybody got a pen? I got a pen.
 Anybody got a match? I got a lighter.
 Anybody got a bandage? I got a 
bandage.
 Anybody got a gun? (Wounded 
deer on the road) I got a gun.
 Anybody got a flashlight? I got a 
flashlight.
 And so, the list goes on. Be a 
Boy Scout, or at least the original 
Boy Scout, (no girls or eunuchs in the 
Boy Scouts!) and always be prepared. 
The life you save may be your own, 
or possibly someone else’s. Either 
way, where there’s a will, there’s a 
way. Have the will and be ready for 
anything.
 As I always say; I’m cocked, 
locked, and ready to rock the Glock 
around the clock, doc! You should be 
too. It’s easy, it’s fun, and it’s the right 
thing to do. Real Boy Scouts forever.

Tall Timbers MarinaTall Timbers Marina

532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644532 N Schrader St, Havana, IL 62644
Illinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose IslandIllinois River mile 120.3 LDB is located behind Bellrose Island

Open: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pmOpen: Fri. & Sat. 12noon-9pm • Sun. 12noon-8pm

(309) 241-7957(309) 241-7957
Stop by to spend the day or night…Stop by to spend the day or night…

Transient Slips Available!Transient Slips Available!
Gas available: 91 Octane, no ethanolGas available: 91 Octane, no ethanol

 Tall Timbers Marina is one of the  Tall Timbers Marina is one of the 
most unique marinas on the Illinois most unique marinas on the Illinois 

River boasting large decks and a screen River boasting large decks and a screen 
porch where you can relax and enjoy the porch where you can relax and enjoy the 

sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  sights and sounds of the Illinois River.  
The Marina features 40 slips for boats up The Marina features 40 slips for boats up 

to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no to 40’ in length.  We offer 91 octane, no 
ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have ethanol, treated fuel for sale and have 

transient slips available for boats up to transient slips available for boats up to 
40’ for those just passing through.40’ for those just passing through.

Come Party on the Water!Come Party on the Water!
Enjoy 6 Draft Beers, Pizza, Enjoy 6 Draft Beers, Pizza, 
Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!Hamburgers, Hotdogs & More!

TedNugent.com 
or 

facebook.com/tednugent
Noy Ros with a nice catfish caught on Sangchris Lake.



Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash

OPEN: 
Mon-Fri: 

5:30am – 9:00pm
Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
Sun: 7:00am – 9:00pm

 309-329-2929  
Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 
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 Hello again, friends. I hope all is 
going well with you and yours this 
month and that this article finds you 
well.  I cannot believe how great this 
month is going so far.  I have been 
busy getting out chasing white bass 
and the occasional crappie.  I have 
been trying to sell my home and buy 
another one this month and raising 
a baby and two other kiddos and 
planning on our home makeover for 
the next house.  Talk about stress, but 
I secretly love it.  My thoughts are all 
over the place, but my passion is still 
the same.  Fishing is a job, a passion, a 
career choice, an art, a love, a chance, 
a dream I once had that continues 

Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

to change, a different experience 
everyday. The office is never the 
same day in and day out and I love 
that.  How to fish, when things change 
and what to do when it does? What is 
fishing to you? Fishing is one of those 
things that can be different and mean 
anything to someone else. 
 I have realized this month more 
than others while talking with clients 
on the boat that fishing is something 
truly different to everyone.  I have 
had people on the boat that never have 
fished one time in their entire lives and 
people that have fished in tournaments 
on the professional circuits.  I have had 
people that have only fished in private 

lakes and people that hold a spinning 
reel upside down and tell me that 
maybe I do it wrong because the push 
button is held this way. Regardless 
everyone has an opportunity to fish 
and learn something or stay with what 
they know.  The thing about fishing 
that I find interesting is that it’s a 
sport, a hobby, a passion, a past time, 
a competition and more.  At the end 
of the day all of the reasons you fish, 

regardless, you will have a smile, a 
story, an embarrassment of some kind, 
etc.  Fishing is just that a simple thing 
that brings memories and/or passions 
to life and when talking about it, you 
always smile.  I was up the other 
day at 3:45am and my four-year-old 
daughter got up as I was cooking my 
breakfast and getting ready to head to 
the lake and she said “Daddy, don’t 
forget to smile at everyone today.” She 

The Guppy Gobbler is a distinctive, unique design because of its tail. It is a versatile 
bait that can give you two different modes of action without changing baits.

ORDERS YOURS ONLINE TODAY AT

WWW.TOPHATJIGS.COM

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith



2011 Ford F150 4x4, Standard Cab, Shortbed, Rust-Free, Florida Truck, 102,000 Miles ........................................ $15,500
2013 Buick LaCrosse, V6, Loaded, Premium with Leather, Very Clean, Locally Owned, 
   History Available, 161,132 Miles ................................................................................................................................................ .$9,999
2012 Subaru Legacy, All Wheel Drive, Limited, Power Roof, Leather, 100,846 Miles ..........................................$12,000
2010 Toyota Corolla, 1-owner, LE, Most Power Options, 90,785 Miles .....................................................................$10,999

S e e  A l l  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!
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Uhaul Rentals Available

has one eye open squinting in the light 
after strolling out of the bathroom in 
the early morning.  I respond, “why is 
that, sis?” She said, “when you smile 
at people they smile back. That is why 
I smile at everyone, Daddy.” She then 
says, “good night.” I am stuck there 
smiling while cooking some eggs and 
I sit down and smile again and my 
interactions at the gas station and at 

the boat ramp was filled with smiles 
and it was not because I wanted to 
but because I just smiled thinking my 
four-year-old said that this morning.  
How fun is that? I thought a lot about 
her simple words of knowledge, and I 
thought how many smiles have come 
off of a boat or a camping trip or a 
hike with someone? We are humans 
and are designed to do life in some 

form with others and that brings 
smiles along the way.  
 My goal is to make everyone smile 
while on the boat and I am passionate 
about such a simple thing as a smile.  
Fishing brings smiles from storytelling, 
to catching that 100th fish on our trip, 
to catching your first fish, to doing 
something silly and almost falling in 
or dropping a rod or hooking a friend, 
etc.  While fishing, there in an endless 

opportunity of smiles to be had.  
 My reasons for fishing have 
changed over the years but my goal 
is to still make others smile.  The 
goal of any business is to have a 
happy customer that is the root of real 
success. If you do not have a happy 
customer, you do not a business that 
will sustain.  Some of you may know 

DECATUR BATTERY

(217) 429-6642

EXIDE
BATTERIES

Hours:
M-F 9-5

SAT 8-11:30

Automobile
Farm

Industrial
Marine

Motorcycle
Commercial

Imports

NEW & REBUILT BATTERIES
Discount Center • 543 N. Van Dyke

Free Installation • “A Battery for Every Need”

Midwest Leading Battery & Accessories 
Supplier to the Outdoorsman!

Continued on page 50



WHERE SALTY DREAMS 
COME TRUE

Red Hot Big Fish Action in the Lower Portion 
of the Lone Star State

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms and Mark Davis
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 The Laguna Madre Region of 
South Texas is unquestionably one of 
the best saltwater fisheries in North 
America. My good friend, legendary 
angler and Host of the long running 
multiple award-winning network 
TV show Big Water Adventures 
(bigwateradventures.com), Mark 
Davis invited me to attend the annual 
industry media events he organized 
in Port Mansfield for a number of 
years. This place truly changed my 
life. And no matter how amazing 
other places I travel for fishing and 
adventure are, it’s still high atop my 
list of favorites. 

*Blue Water Thrill Ride
 Big pelagics, the blue water 
bullies, like marlin, sailfish, wahoo 
and tuna are found swimming these 
famed waters, and Captain Chad 
Kinney of Bamm Bamm Fishing 
Charters (bammbammfishing.com) 
has been guiding guests to trophies 
for over 3 decades. Trolling with a 
variety of artificial lures, and live 
or dead natural baits, take these and 
other species. Snapper and grouper 
are also popular fish to target offshore 
here, and I landed my biggest 
grouper while fishing with Chad, not 
to mention plenty of the whopper 
red snapper the area is famous for. 
Great numbers of big fish of various 
species can be found here, many 
within a short boat ride. Big snapper 
and grouper bunch up on rock humps 
where they readily snap up squid, 

or a variety of live and dead baitfish 
offerings presented vertically. A stout 
baithook is attached to the end of a 
leader, with an egg sinker sliding 
on the main line above. A variety 
of jigs, spoons and hard body plugs 
like those from Halco and Spro can 
produce well too, in heavy models 
that get to the bottom quickly. 
 King mackerel are another top 
option. Casting and trolling plugs can 
be a great way to get these lightning-
fast swimmers. Look for large schools 
of baitfish on the surface or down 
below on sonar. Shrimp boats can also 
have a lot of mackerel hanging around 
them. But I’ve caught some of my 
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Fishing pro and author Colby Simms lands 
a nice South Texas summer redfish.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, 
bass and billfish tournament champ 
and multiple circuit championship 
title holder, record holding guide, 

public speaker, award winning 
international writer and network TV & 
radiopersonality, and Owner of Colby 
Simms Outdoors LLC, offering custom 

lures & tackle, professional promotions, 
media services, seminars, and guided 
trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., 

Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com 
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com 
and follow them at: www.facebook.
com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro 

& www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsOutdoors. 
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biggest kings, and Spanish mackerel 
too, by flat lining large whole baitfish 
on unweighted lines in the current. I 
landed a 33-pound African pompano 
fishing this way, and catches of big 
dorado, amberjack, barracuda, ling and 
various sharks are commonplace here 
too. Regardless of what type of fishing 
you partake in offshore here, heart 
pounding strikes and toe to toe slugfest 
battles are commonplace, the kind of 
experiences that we anglers see each 
night after the head hits the pillow. 

*Bay Fishing Bonanza
 Snook, tarpon, ladyfish, flounder, 
jack crevalle, black drum and a 
variety of sharks cruise the inshore 
flats and beaches of the Laguna 
Madre, providing amazing sport 
fishing opportunities for anglers. But 
two species dominate the discussion 
when it comes to shallow water 
fishing in this part of the Lone 
Star state. Redfish, also known as 
red drum, are incredibly powerful 
animals that hunt the shallow flats 
and can be taken on a variety of 
presentations. Reds are bullies, hard 
hitting and long fighting brutes that 
put a long and deep bend in a rod and 
keep it there. Yes, red drum fishing 
is a roller coaster thrill ride at a mile 
a minute! Speckled sea trout also 
provide anglers with good sport on 
lighter tackle. These beautiful fish 
feature unique looking fang like teeth 
on the front of their mouths and stalk 
a variety of flats prey. South Texas 
produces some of the very best spec 
fishing on earth.
 Anglers drift boats across the 
large flats and fan cast when the 
wind is right. Wading is a blast too, 
fighting powerful fish at their level. 
Reds, trout and other species can be 
caught on topwater lures, especially 
early and late in the day. Walking 
style plugs from three to five inches 
in length are best and produce heart 
pounding strikes. Weedless spoons 
and spinnerbaits from 1/4-3/4 ounce 
produce big fish, as do jigs from 
1/8-1/2 ounce, when matched with 
paddle tail swimbaits that resemble 
baitfish, or soft plastic shrimp and 
crab imitators.

 *Get Out There
 Be sure to visit the web sites 

listed above. To book a trip with 
Chad call 956-802-2269, and be 
sure not to miss a single episode 
with Mark, for the hottest saltwater 
fishing on television. BWA Episodes 
air weekly on World Fishing Network 
and streaming on My Outdoor TV. 
 The sea calls to the heart and 
speaks to the soul, with its very ebb 
and flow. The experiences in which 
we partake in the wild, with wild 
creatures, shape our very being and 
bring us back to a raw and unspoiled 
state. Matching wits with what lurk 
beneath is a sport, a passion, and a 
tradition of survival as old as time. 
As we fill the memory bank with 
something to cherish, it pulls us back, 
even if just a bit, from the hustle and 
bustle, the grind, the overly civilized 
world in which so many of us spend 
far too much time. To immerse 
ourselves in the wilds of the earth, is 
to become lost and found again, to be 
made new, whole, complete, and free, 

WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

to experience the very essence of true 
life. Answer the call my friends, and 
get out there…

BWA Host Mark Davis displays a big Port 
Mansfield Warsaw grouper taken on the 

Halco plug shown

A hard fighting marlin takes flight



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker - Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

DITCH YOUR BOBBER 
AND FISH DEEP FOR 
SUMMER BLUEGILL

 The easy fishing for big bluegills 
is over for this year. The fish are no 
longer on their beds, the eggs have all 
hatched, the swarms of fry dispersed, 
and the big bluegills who are charged 
with guarding both have been 
released from parenting duties. So, 
if you persist on fishing for bluegills 
in the same places where you caught 
them in early June, you are going to 
be sorely disappointed. Oh sure, you 
will still catch bluegills in three and 
four feet of water, but they will be 
little fish. These smaller fish hang 
out in the weed-infested shallows all 
summer, because it is here that they 
can best escape predation by larger 
species like bass and northern pike. 
But the truly big bluegills, the ones 

large enough to put some bend in 
your rod and fillets on the platter, are 
now spending their time in deeper 
water.
 When I fish bluegill at this time 
of the year, I am looking for the deep 
weed line. This is the depth at which 
aquatic weed species, such as cabbage 
weed, cease to grow. The depth of the 
deep weed line will vary from lake 
to lake, based mainly upon water 
clarity. In a few ultra-clear lakes, the 
deep weed line can be in the 20-foot 
range. On lakes with dirty or stained 
water, you might find the deep weed 
line at 6-8 feet. But on most lakes here 
in Illinois, 10 to 15 feet is where you 
want to be looking. However, if you 
are fishing one of the many Strip Mine 
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lakes Illinois has to offer, then look 
deeper, even as deep as 25 feet! You 
can see the weeds on any decent depth-
finder, in either color sonar or down 
imaging. Slowly weave in and out from 
shore and you will quickly discover the 
weeds at the magic depth. You might 
catch bluegills anywhere along the 
weed line, but you will up your odds 
if you fish specific locations along that 
weed line. Just cruise the weed line 
while watching your depth-finder and 
look for anything different. Maybe it 
will be a point of weeds jutting a yard 
or two further out into the lake, or it 
might be the opposite, an indentation 
or cut inwards and inside turns are 
always good. So are deep weed lines 
in close proximity to where the fish 

spawned earlier in the year. Bluegills 
don’t move any further than necessary 
to find good forage.
 Bluegills seem to be hungry most 
all of the time, so they are not difficult 
to catch. I’m a patient man, but I have 
learned not to sit in one spot and wait 
too long on bluegills to bite. If you 
haven’t caught a fish or two in the first 
10 minutes, then it’s time to move. 
Once you find some active fish, stick 
with them. Bluegills seem to have a 
way of encouraging each other to 
feed, so if you catch a fish or two at 
a spot, hang around awhile and odds 
are you will catch a few more! Again, 
when the action slows to a stop after 
10 minutes or so…Move! 

RUBY’S LANDING RIVER RESORT

RV HOOKUPS • LONG TERM RV SITES AVAILABLE
WE HAVE IT ALL KAYAKS, CANOES, CABINS,CAMPING, STORE, CHAPEL, PLAYGROUND, SHUTTLE

WHERE FAMILIES COME TO STAY, FLOAT AND CAMP

22474 RESTFUL LANE, WAYNESVILLE, MO 65583 • RUBYSLANDING.MO@GMAIL.COM 
573-855-9567• RUBYSLANDING.COM

Hand sized bluegill



WALT’S GARAGE
Family Owned & Operated

Owner: Walter Thomas
1420 South 2nd St. • Pekin, IL

Emergency: 309-613-7422
Fax: 309-353-2884

WaltsGarage@centurytel.net TOTAL AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE

“We work on all makes & models!”
Financing available from GE Money

309.353.AUTO
(309.353.2886)

 Worms and pieces of night crawler 
are probably the most common bait 
used for bluegills, and you will catch 
fish on either of those. Wax worms 
and Mealworms work too, as do some 
of the panfish sized Berkley Gulp 
products. Some big bluegill specialists 
insist that small minnows are the best 
bait if targeting the largest bluegills 
in the lake… Maybe so, but I usually 
end up getting pestered by small bass. 
Some other Bluegill hunters insist on 
tiny crankbaits or small jigs, and I 
suppose that they catch some fish as 
well. But nothing I’ve ever used will 
beat a small leech when it comes to 
catching nice-sized Bluegills. Leeches 
are tough, and if you hook them just 
behind the sucker, Bluegills have a 
tough time getting the leech off of 
the hook without getting themselves 
hooked.
 Most people associate bluegills 
with bobbers, and you’ll catch plenty 
of fish while using a slip bobber, but 
this time of year you will catch more 
bluegills without one. I’m not sure 
why, but I’ve done enough of it to 
know that it is true. However, you 
can’t just drop a hunk of bait to the 
bottom and wait for a bite, because 
the bottom is going to have a carpet of 

coon-tail or sand grass that can be up 
to a foot deep. If your bait gets nestled 
down in the weeds, the bluegills will 
have to work mighty hard to find it. 
My favorite rig to remedy the problem 
is to tie a small barrel swivel or three-
way swivel to the end of my line. 
Then tie an 18-inch length of mono 
to the other end of the swivel and tie 
a half ounce bell sinker to the end of 
the mono. To the remaining loop, if 
you use a three-way, tie a 10-inch-
long piece of 20-pound test mono. If 
you use a barrel swivel, just tie the 
20-pound Flourocarbon to the same 
loop as you used for the drop line to 
the sinker. That thick Flouro is stiff, 
and it will hold your bait off to the 
side where it won’t become tangled 
up with the main line, plus the Flouro 
will be invisible at that depth! Just tie 
your hook to the end of the 20-pound 
piece of Flourocarbon, bait it with a 
small leech, drop the sinker down to 
the bottom and hold it there. Every 
half minute or so, I pick the sinker 
up off bottom and thump it up and 
down a few times. This disturbs the 
bottom, sending up little clouds of 
mud or sand, and that disturbance 
will often encourage the very curious 
and always hungry Bluegills to come 
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BACKCOUNTRY HUNTS

575.361.1053 • BackCountryHunts.com
stevejones@backcountryhunts.com

OUTFITTING IN: NEW MEXICO & TEXAS
Mule Deer • Whitetail • Elk • Antelope • Turkey • Aoudad

Scimitar Oryx • Spring Turkey • Javelina • Feral Hogs • Exotics

FULL TIME OUTFITTER SINCE 1984
OUTFITTING FOR RIFLE, MUZZLELOADER & ARCHERY

Member of the New Mexico Council of Outfitters & Guides
Member Safari Club International • Lifetime Member of the NRA

ALL FREE RANGE HUNTS

check things out.
 When I fish alone or with 
another experienced fisherman, I will 
sometimes troll very slowly along the 
outside edge of the weed line, using 
this method. But when fishing with 
inexperienced anglers, it is easier just 
to anchor on the weed line and fish 
straight down below the boat. I don’t 
want to give anyone the idea that 

catching a mess of bluegills is as easy 
now as it was in early to mid-June 
— it’s not. But it is not as difficult 
as many anglers mistakenly assume. 
Try this technique on your favorite 
lake this year and watch your sizes of 
Bluegills go up and have a fun time 
doing it! Until next month… Good 
Luck, Good Fishing, and hope to see 
you on the water somewhere!
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www.partnerscapitalgrp.com

NEW INVENTORY 
HAS JUST 
ARRIVED!
TUATARA

GASOLINE UTV
4WD, EFI

ALL STEEL BODY
$26,000

Tuatara Standard Warranties. Vehicle Drive Train- 24 Months or 30,000 Miles***ZeroNox Lithium Iron Phosphate Battery System- 36 Months or 50,000 Miles***
*MSRP includes domestic freight and set up within Benning’s territory.



By Bill Graham

Open: M-F 8am-5pm • Sat. 9am-1pm • Sun. Gone Fishin’
4041 W. Outer Rd. • Arnold, MO 63010

1-800-455-0206 • 636-464-8688
We Accept:

 BATTERIES FOR:
Car, Truck, ATV, Marine, RV, Camera, Camcorder, Cellphone, Cordless Phone, 

Watch, Keyless Entry, Scooters, Medical, Alarm, Drill Pack 
& Many More. We Also Carry Blem & Reconditioned Batteries.  

We Offer Fast Installs & WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR JUNK BATERIES!

When you think batteries…............THINKWhen you think batteries…............THINK

DEEP
CYCLE
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SHIPPING CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604

MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-247-1639

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x4020 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

MDC AND PARTNERS OFFER FREE INVASIVE SPECIES 
CONTROL WORKSHOP AUG. 9 AT EL DORADO SPRINGS
El Dorado Springs, MO – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation and several 
conservation partners will offer an Invasive 
Species Workshop from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 9, at the First Baptist 
Church in El Dorado Springs. This workshop 
is designed to help property managers reduce 
or eliminate unwanted weed, shrub, and tree 
growth. Applying management techniques 
and materials can improve land for both 
farming uses and wildlife habitat.
 MDC experts will speak at the workshop 
as will partners from MFA, Mid-West 
Fertilizer, MU Extension, Corteva Agriscience 
and Professional Weed Management Services. 
A free lunch will be provided.

 “We have been battling invasives 
and must continue the battle to stop these 
pests,” said Aimee Coy, MDC private land 
conservationist. “There are ways to suppress 
the vigor of invasives through the use of fire, 
grazing, mowing, or other targeted strategies 
that allows the remaining plant community to 
better compete with the invasive species.”
 Invasive plant species are prolific 
seed producers with highly successful seed 
dispersal rates, Coy said. They colonize 
quickly and rapidly grow to maturity. 
Invasives are aggressive, competitive, 
and adaptable. Those qualities give them 
the ability to out-compete native species 
and prevent landowners from achieving 
production goals for their property.

Workshop topics will include:
•  Removal and control of red cedars in 

grasslands.
•  Methods and materials for control of 

invasive species.
•  Increasing available forage for livestock.
•  Maintaining resiliency on the farm.

• Staying away from monocultures.
• Maintaining quality wildlife habitat.
 Participants are asked to register by 
Aug. 5. COVID-19 safety precautions will 
be observed. To register, call MDC’s Clinton 
Office at 660-885-6981, or signup online by 
visiting https://short.mdc.mo.gov/45L.

MDC and conservation partners will offer a free invasive species workshop August 9 at the 
First Baptist Church in El Dorado Springs. Experts will discuss methods and materials for control 

of invasive such as sericea lespedeza. Missouri Department of Conservation Photo.
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MDC CHALLENGES ALL 
PHOTOGRAPHERS WITH 
THE COLUMBIA BOTTOM 
SUNFLOWER PHOTO 
CONTEST
By Dan Zarlenga
SPANISH LAKE, MO - It’s the middle 
of another sunny St. Louis summer.  
But the sunshine isn’t just coming from 
the sky at the Missouri Department of 
Conservation’s (MDC) Columbia Bottom 
Conservation Area in Spanish Lake.  The 
fields themselves are awash with sunshine 
as the sunflowers are now in full bloom.  
The magnificent sight draws sunflower 
watchers and photographers from all over. 
MDC is issuing a challenge to 
photographers of all levels with the 
2022 Columbia Bottom Sunflower Photo 
Contest.  Photographers are invited to 
enter their best photos by posting them to 
their favorite social media sites using the 
hashtag #ColumbiaBottomSunflowers.  
Users can submit as many photos as they 
like but must use the specified hashtag.  
MDC invites photographers using any 
gear, including smartphones, point-and-
shoots, or interchangeable lens cameras.  
The contest will run until Aug. 15.
 Each week, MDC staff will evaluate 
the tagged photos and pick up to 10 
weekly winners, depending on number of 
submissions, each of whom will receive 
a prize.  There will also be an additional 
three larger prizes awarded from among 
the very best of all the weekly winners.  
Contest winners will be contacted through 
their social media sites. 
 MDC photographers offer the 
following tips to help create the best 
photos.  Try going during the early 
morning, or later into the evening.  The 
light is usually much better during these 
times than the harsher, midday sun.  Soft, 
cloudy days can also make for some 
pleasing light.  Don’t forget to fill the 
frame with your subject—close-up photos 
tend to be much more engaging than 
subjects seen from a distance.  Consider 
pulling out a macro or closeup lens.  There 
are amazing details to be discovered in 
the sunflowers, and a host of tiny and cool 
insects and pollinators.   Capture fun or 
off-beat poses with yourself, family, and 
friends.  And finally, be creative and don’t 
be afraid to experiment.

 So, fill up Facebook and inundate 
Instagram with Columbia Bottom 
sunflower photos. 
 MDC reminds visitors not to pick 
the sunflowers.  Vehicles should park 
in designated parking lots or on the 
shoulders and avoid blocking roadways 
or gates.  MDC also reminds visitors to 
pack out any items they bring with them 
for the consideration of others.
 Columbia Bottom Conservation Area 
is located at 801 Strodtman Road.  The area 
can be reached by taking the Riverview 
Drive Exit from I-270 and travelling north 
approximately three miles.  Signs posted 
will help direct visitors to the multiple 
sunflower fields on the area. 
 Columbia Bottom is open every day 
from a half hour before sunrise until a half 
hour past sunset.

GAMBER COVEGAMBER COVE
With over 10 excellent fishing lakes, miles of hiking trails, berry picking, With over 10 excellent fishing lakes, miles of hiking trails, berry picking, 

mushroom hunting, swimming pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.mushroom hunting, swimming pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.
Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, IllinoisCamping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

www.GamberCove.net

Enjoy 300 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

MDC is issuing a challenge to photographers of all levels to enter the 
2022 Columbia Bottom Sunflower Photo Contest using the hashtag 

#ColumbiaBottomSunflowers. The Contest will run until August 15th.
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS • HEALTH

Growing relationships with our customers gives 
us strength, wisdom and helps shape 

Envision Insurance Group into who we are.

www.envisionins.com

MDC OUTDOOR RECREATION SPOTLIGHT - FLOAT 
TRIPS IN CENTRAL AND NORTHEAST MISSOURI
By Dan Zarlenga
COLUMBIA, MO - The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
encourages people to cool off and discover 
nature on Missouri’s rivers and streams this 
summer. Here are five great opportunities 
to paddle and float in central and northeast 
Missouri.
 Learn more about these, and other 
public paddling opportunities at https://
mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/places, 
download the MO Outdoors App for mobile 
devices, or get a copy of A Paddler’s Guide 
to Missouri from the MDC Nature Shop 
online at mdcnatureshop.com.

Always paddle safely on Missouri waters:
•  Wear a Personal Floatation Device (PFD)
•  Make a float plan and tell someone where 

you’re going and when you plan to return
• Use caution and yield to larger boats
•  Pack food, water, flashlight, dry clothes, 

and anything else you may need if your 
trip takes longer than planned.

DuPont Reservation Conservation Area
 If you want to try your hand at paddling 
on the Mississippi River, put in at US Lock 
and Dam No. 22 south of Saverton and float 

for around seven miles to the take-out at 
Dupont Reservation Conservation Area.
 For a longer float, put in at the DuPont 
Reservation Conservation Area and then float 
around 12 miles to the take-out at Louisiana 
Riverfront in the town of Louisiana. Watch 
for bald eagles and osprey as you go.
 To learn more about paddling 
opportunities on the Mississippi River, 
visit the National Recreation Trail Database 
at Americantrails.org.
 Learn more about DuPont Reservation 
Conservation Area at https://mdc.mo.gov/
discover-nature/places/dupont-reservation-
conservation-area.

Gasconade River
 For a tame, daylong float on the 
Gasconade River, put-in at Rollins Ferry 
Access and take-out at Pointers Creek 
Access. This 7-mile float offers stunning 
views of steep bluffs and forested hills. Both 
accesses offer primitive camping sites and 
disabled-accessible privies.
 Learn more about the Gasconade 
River at https://mdc.mo.gov/fishing/
fishing-prospects/areas/gasconade-river-
phelpspulaski-county.

Rebel’s Cove Conservation Area
 Nearly five miles of the Chariton River 
run through Rebel’s Cove Conservation 
Area, near Livonia. This portion of the river 
is known locally as “The Narrows,” because 
the river makes a 2.5-mile loop around 
Parson’s Bend in the center of the area. At 
this point the river doubles back to within 
a few hundred feet of itself. Two float trip 
options start on this conservation area:
•  4-mile float — put-in at access on 

Blackberry Trail; take-out at access on 
North 135th Street.

•  8-mile float — put-in at access on North 
135th Street; take-out at Archangel Access 
on US Highway 136, east of Livonia.

 Learn more about Rebel’s Cove 
Conservation Area at https://mdc.mo.gov/
discover-nature/places/rebels-cove-
conservation-area.

Taylors Landing Access
 MDC recently reopened Taylors 
Landing Access on the Missouri River in 
a new location. Put in here and float down 
to the river parking lot at Eagle Bluffs 
Conservation Area (around 8 miles).
 Learn more about Taylors Landing 

online at https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-
nature/places/taylors-landing-access.

Paddle up and float down in northeast 
Missouri streams
 The rivers in northeast Missouri have 
a gentle current, which allows paddlers to 
paddle up stream and float down. This is 
a great option for people who don’t want 
to shuttle vehicles. Find river accesses 
by visiting https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-
nature/places.

Summer is a great time to cool off on a 
Missouri Float Trip. MDC encourages people 

to check out great places in central and 
northeast Missouri for their next float trip. 

Missouri Department of Conservation Photo



HOW TO DO A TROUT TOWN: 
ST. JAMES, MISSOURI
By Bill Cooper

 Sometimes you go fly fishing just to 
get away from everything and everybody. 
Grand escapes exist from Alaska to 
Argentina, if you’ve got the greenbacks. Of 
course, there are lots of backcountry trout 
fishing spots in the Ozarks, if you’ve got 
the tent. Other times, however, you want 
to kick back in a trout town full of good 
food, local drink, a little entertainment 
and a fishing kind of attitude. If it’s the 
latter you seek, and you are within striking 
distance of the Missouri Ozarks, St. James, 
Missouri is your place. A quaint little 
town of exceptional beauty, largely due to 
the generosity of the James Foundation, 
created by the ancestors of ironmongers 
and the Maramec Iron Works, St. James 
is near Maramec Spring Park, one of four 
trout parks in the state. Fifteen minutes out 
of town you can access the Meramec River, 
where you will find nine miles of spring 
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1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL

info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE 
SHELBYVILLE...

217-728-4314

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

 Thirty minutes in the opposite direction, 
southeast of Steelville, lies the most exquisite 
private trout fishing operation in the Midwest, 
Westover Farms. Westover offers superb 
trout fishing in an idyllic setting among 
reconstructed log homes. About three miles 
of private spring-fed stream is intensively 
managed for trout fishing.

Where to Stay
 St. James offers a wide variety of 
accommodations ranging from typical 
chain motels to rustic cabins in the woods. 
Among my favorites are Pheasant Acres 
RV Park and Lost Creek Ranch, both very 
near Maramec Spring Park. Regardless 
of your budget, you’ll find satisfactory 
accommodations in St. James. 
 Lost Creek Ranch lies directly across 
the Highway from the entrance to Maramec 
Spring Park. Rustic, cozy cabins stand 
among hardy oaks a mile from the highway. 
Kick back in the beauty of the surroundings 
while you rig your fly-fishing gear on the 
front porch and prepare to chase rainbow 
trout in area streams. Call 573-265-7407 or 
go to  www.lostcreekmo.com.  
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With Purchase

fed, cold water trout stream managed by 
the Missouri Department of Conservation.

Where to Fish
 Utilizing St. James as a base of 
operations, you are within reach of some 
of the finest trout fishing in the Ozarks. Six 
miles south of St. James is Maramec Spring 
Park, a daily put and take operation, which 
offers trout fishing from March 1 through 
the end of October. A daily trout tag and 
a fishing license are required. Anglers are 
allowed to keep 5 trout per day.
 Another mile southeast is the Meramec 
River Red Ribbon Trout Area. This area is 
managed to produce larger trout with the 
opportunity for responsible harvest. The 
limit is two trout per day, which must be at 
least 15 inches. Regulations limit anglers to 
lures and flies only.
 Within 30 minutes of St. James are 
Little Piney Creek and Mill Creek, both 
Blue Ribbon Trout Areas. These areas are 
managed to produce trophy trout and to 
protect production of wild trout. The daily 
limit is one fish of at least 18-inches. Only 
flies and lures are allowed.

Where to Eat, Drink and Hang Out
 St. James offers an abundance of 
eateries from the exquisite to the well-known 
fast-food joints.  For trout fishermen looking 
for a place to enjoy a good meal, have a 
brew and occasionally catch live music in 
the evenings, Public House Brewing is your 
place. Enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of a 
spacious dining area with brewery views. 
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Maramec Spring Park, six miles 
southeast of St. James, is a popular 

put and take trout park.



M-F: 10am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

They are conveniently located just off I-44 
next to their partner business, award winning 
St. James Winery. The menu includes 
brick oven pizzas and appetizers, specialty 
burgers produced from local ingredients, 
and more. The Taproom is a family-friendly 
environment complete with a gorgeous, pet-
friendly beer garden. The well-equipped bar 
is a grand place to strike up a conversation 
with a fellow fly fisherman. Locals often hang 
out there. You may just pick up the latest and 
greatest trout fishing secrets. 
 For those discerning fly fisherman with 
tastes for the exquisite, Sybil’s is known 
across the country for its elegance and fine 
dining. The menu includes dinner, lunch, 
brunch, and signature cocktails. The white 
linen tablecloths and the elegant decor is 
especially appealing to lady fly fishers. 

Gentlemen, if you are plying for an extra 
day of fly fishing, a beautiful gift for your 
lady from the Sybil’s Gift Shop will seal 
your deal. Sybil’s is conveniently located on 
Highway 68, a mile north of I-44.
 Rich’s Famous Burgers, located in 
downtown St. James, along the railroad tracks, 
is impressive, offering dine-in or takeout. 
Their burgers and onion rings are to die for. 
However, they offer a fine menu for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Fly fishermen, if you are in 
the area for the weekend, don’t miss the all 
you can eat catfish on Friday evenings.  

Hire a Guide
 Your best opportunity to maximize 
a day of trout fishing near St. James is to 
hire a fishing guide. Guiding, however, is 
not allowed at Maramec Spring Park, one of 
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four trout parks in the state.
 Imagine floating down the beautiful 
Meramec River with a guide at the helm 
of a drift boat. Utilized heavily by Western 
guides, drift boats are not common in the 
Ozarks. Damon Spurgeon, owner and 
operator of Cardiac Mountain Outfitters 
LLC, is a heavily experienced, very well-
known local guide, who charms his clients 
both with his abilities as an oarsman and 
keen aptitude for understanding the nature 
of trout. He is in high demand so book 
early. 573-263-9776.
 Sam Potter, of Tightline Fly Fishing, 
has taught men, women and children of all 
ages how to fly fish in the Ozarks for over 
15 years. He caters to the individual needs 
of his clients.  His clients come from all 
over the world and enjoy his mild manner 
and devotion to catch and release fishing. 
573-465-3556.

 For further assistance for food, fishing, 
or lodging while visiting, contact the St. 
James Chamber of Commerce at: www.
stjameschamber.net.

Stay in a rustic cabin at Lost Creek Ranch, 
across the highway from 

Maramec Spring Park, while fly fishing
 the local trout streams.

Relax as you drift effortlessly down the 
Meramec River while fly fishing for both 

rainbow and Brown trout in the 
comforts of a drift boat.

Sybil’s is known for its exquisite dining 
experience, and a must do for the 

discerning fly fisherman.

Westover Farms, a mere 30-minutes 
from St. James, is the premiere 
private trout fishing destination 

in tiger Midwest.

The Meramec Red Ribbon Trout Area 
extends for 8-miles, from the Highway 
8 Missouri Department of Conservation 

Access downstream to Scott’s Ford.
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 Until recently you had to drive 
to western Missouri and beyond to 
be really involved in long range and 
even two gun shooting matches. 
Being from southeast Missouri 
I have always been intrigued by 
shooting matches, especially long-
range ones. I spent my formative 
years in my life in the military 
going to combat zones and with 
the career I chose I never had fired 
any weapon except a crew served 
weapon out beyond three hundred 
yards. Which to me seems like a 
heck of a shot in its own. 
 This past week I got to go 
spend the day with Craig Phillips 
at his range, Cedar Fork Precision. 
Traveling there was no big deal 
down a couple two lane blacktops 
not too far from fifty-five highway 
just a chip shot from Perryville. I 
was not totally sure what to expect 
when I got there the only ranges, 
I had ever been on had been your 
standard qualifying ranges in the 
military. Which are huge fields 
with targets spread from twenty-
five meters out to three hundred 

meters. A little about Craig is he 
is a student of his sport, he is an 
encyclopedia of knowledge as far 
as weapons shooting, and ranges. 
He is a Veteran of the Us Army 
and Commanded an Engineer 
Company in Iraq. 
 The range itself sets right where 
a couple draws meet giving the 
perfect setting and back drop to 
have targets at multiple distances 
and yet a perfect backstop. When 
you pull down the first ridge to 
the parking lot You can get a good 
lay of the land from the rock firing 
point to the wooden firing points. 
Everything is laid out to where you 
can effectively and safely transition 
from dry weapons to a hot range 
without any transition issues. 
 He has set up the range to be 
able to handle long-range shooting 
high caliber rifles out to eight 
hundred and forty meters. But you 
can also shoot your long-range 
rifle at two hundred meters and 
six hundred meters as well. This is 
set up this way to be able to shoot 
the long-range matches. In a long-
range match you typically get a 
certain amount of time and number 
of rounds to get on target in that 
amount of time. Seems simple, yet 
you are trying to make shots out 
to six to eight hundred meters in a 
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mere few seconds. 
 He also has a twenty-two-
caliber range. Which to me I thought 
was amazing. He sat up a beautiful 
bolt action twenty-two and we 
started shooting. We fired out to two 
hundred meters with it. We started 
at a target that was about three 
inches across and finished with one 
that I would say was about an inch 
across which to me was amazing. In 
a twenty-two match you shoot from 
twenty meters out to one hundred 
and thirty-five meters again with 
a certain number of rounds in a 
certain amount of time. I was mind 
blown by how much fun it was to 
shoot such a small caliber rifle so 
accurately at such small targets at 
those distances.
 There are few more types 
of shooting matches that he is 
going to be set up for. Some of 
them are Precision Ar out to Six 
Hundred meters averaging around 
four hundred meters. Another is a 
two-gun match where you have a 
rifle and pistol shooting a certain 
number of rounds through each and 
different ranges in a certain amount 
of time. All these matches seem 

like they would be a lot of fun to 
take part in. Everything done on his 
range is done very professionally 
and safely. He always ensures 
peoples safety and professionalism 
at all times.
 This is a family owned and 
ran business in southeast Missouri 
that provides a service that we 
have never had. He prides himself 
at being able to bring people to 
the range that want to learn and 
polish their skills and take them to 
their fullest potential. He is going 
to offer training on the range at a 
cost but is worth every penny. He 
will cover everything you need to 

be a successful shooter. This would 
not be training someone who never 
shot should take but something 
some should take that just wants to 
polish their craft. If you were going 
hunting somewhere you would be 
shooting past three hundred yards 
you should investigate this. 
 Long range shooting is not 
new to anyone. But Long-range 
shooting effectively is something 
that has been most used by military 
and police officers. It is something 
anyone can do. There is some cost 

involved with getting setup, but it 
can be very rewarding. There is 
something about shooting a target 
that is far enough away you can’t 
see it with your naked eye or 
shooting something so small at a 
close distance you can barely see 
it.  I think it is amazing if you’re 
interested check out Cedar Fork 
Precision on Facebook or email 
jphill2696@hotmail.com.
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woodchucks, but I do not plan on 
consuming any purified protein 
from the latter two.  In the US the 
Fox Squirrel and the Western Grey 
Squirrel are the most common.  
Unlike the White-tailed Deer 
squirrels cannot digest cellulose, 
the fibrous part of plants.  Squirrels 
rely on seeds, nuts, pinecones, 
fruit, fungi and tree buds.  Some 
squirrels eat meat by the way of 
insects, eggs, small birds, snakes 
and even other rodents.  Studies of 
harvested squirrel stomachs reveal 
vertebrate remains in about 10% of 
the squirrels.  
 Squirrels are blamed for damage 
to homeowners, nut growers and 
foresters, and power companies.  
Squirrel’s teeth continuously grow, 
and they need to constantly sharpen 
their teeth to prevent overgrowth.  
They will chew on inedible and 

 Global Warming, Global 
Pandemic, High Gas Prices, Mass 
Shootings, High Inflation, Supply 
Chain Failure, Endless Political 
Ads……Hey Squirrel Season 
opens August first!   Finally, some 
good news is on the horizon.  Yes, 
we have almost made it to another 
hunting season.  This year I have 
more freezer room and am looking 
to stock up for winter.  Are limb rats 
safe to eat in large quantities?  Are 
there any diseases I should worry 
about?  
    The squirrel is a rodent and is 
related to the prairie dog and the 

edible objects including power 
lines.  Squirrels have been blamed 
for power outages and have even 
brought down the NASDAQ stock 
market.  Lincoln High School still 
celebrates “Squirrel Day”, where 
school was cancelled after a suicidal 
squirrel caused a transformer failure.    
I had a significant lead in my roof 
where squirrels chewed a hole in 
the rubber boot on my vent tube this 
Spring.
 Squirrel meat is considered 
a favorite game meat in the US 
and especially in the South.  The 
meat should be cooked to at least 
160 degrees and not eaten rare.  
There are few bacteria carried by 
squirrels that pose a risk to human 
health.  Most of the pathogens found 
on studied squirrels were fungal.  
These are more difficult to transmit 
to humans, but care should be taken 
when dressing squirrels to cover 
small scratches or cuts on a person’s 
hands and arms.  Latex gloves 
should be worn while dressing.  A 
Southern US delicacy is squirrel 
brains and eggs, or brains and gravy.  
Two doctors from Kentucky have 
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reported a correlation with eating 
squirrel brains and “Mad Squirrel 
disease”,  Cruetzfedlt-Jakob disease.  
This is the human variety of “Mad 
Cow Disease”. They state that out 
of the 11 cases treated over a four-
year period, all 11 had eaten squirrel 
brains at one time in their life.  The 
doctors note that it may take years or 
decades for symptoms of this virus 
to appear.  
 Most wild game meat is lower 
in fat than domestic beef.  Most are 
safe to eat if handled properly in 
the dressing and meal preparation.  
In the current economic times wild 
game may give us outdoorsmen a 
healthy alternative to purchased 
meat.  

-Ted Nugent Recipe from “Kill It 
and Grill It”

Kill tree-dwelling vermin.  
Remove PJ’s.
Take to flame.  
Chow down.
Drive safely.  
It is really that simple to get a 
good meal of Squirrel.

The following table will help you 
compare wild game to beef.
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Dru Hauter, MD is an avid outdoorsman and a native of Central Illinois. 
He is the physician at Central Illinois Direct Care in Lincoln, Illinois 
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Species Protein   
(percent)

Fat
(percent)

Cholesterol
(mg/100g*)

Calories
(Kcal/100g*)

Beef (USDA choice) 22 6.5 72 180

Beef (USDA standard) 22.7 2.0 69 152

Wild boar** 28.3 4.38 109 160

Buffalo 21.7 1.9 62 138

White-tailed deer 23.6 1.4 116 149

Mule deer 23.7 1.3 107 145

Elk 22.8 0.9 67 137

Moose 22.1 0.5 71 130

Antelope 22.5 0.9 112 144

Squirrel 21.4 3.2 83 149

Cottontail 21.8 2.4 77 144

Jackrabbit 21.9 2.4 131 153

Wild turkey 25.7 1.1 55 163

Wild pheasant 25.7 0.6 52 148

Sharp-tailed grouse 23.8 0.7 105 142

Sage grouse 23.7 1.1 101 140

Dove 22.9 1.8 94 145

Snow goose 22.7 3.6 142 121

Mallard 23.1 2.0 140 152

WILD GAME NUTRITION

Source: North Dakota State University
*100g equals about 3.5 ounces
** Not trimmed of fat before analysis; all other meat was.

Domestic animals have 25 to 30 percent fat while the average fat content 
of wild game is only 4.3. Also, fat from wild game contains a much higher 
proportion of polyunsaturated fatty acids—good fat—and is lower in saturated 
(bad) fat.



A TOUGH FISHING MONTH

 August is already here, man it 
came way too fast this year. It can 
be a tough month to fish on inland 
reservoirs but there are always fish 
to be caught. This is the time of 
year when I’m on the lake in my 
Mercury powered Nitro Z20 using 
my Garmin Panoptix System. I’m 
telling you it really shines allowing www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

Slim Dog or Spook in the early 
morning. I’m usually fishing long 
tapering points then moving out to 
structures with a Zoom swim bait, 
Zoom Old Monster worm, Zoom 
Magnum trick worm or a Zoom Big 
Brush Hog. I like to fish them on a 
Texas rig or Carolina rig. I believe 
the big bass are not real aggressive 
and looking for a big easy meal. In 
the early morning green pumpkin is 
hard to beat and once the sun gets 
up good, I go with plum, red bug or 
watermelon/red. Again, hopefully 
you found fish with your Panoptix 
system, so settle down and figure out 
what will catch them. If you hit the 
right school, it’s game on. You need 
to check with the Dam personnel 
to find generating schedules for the 
day, as this will trigger fish quicker 
than anything else.   
 Docks can also be great this time 
of the year as they offer shade for 
bait fish and bass. You can pattern 

bass on docks so pay attention to 
where the dock is located when you 
catch a fish. Was it a shallow dock 
in the back of a cove, was it a main 
lake point dock, was it a dock over a 
channel, was it a stationary dock or 
a floating dock, ETC. You can fish a 
swim bait around and under docks, 
but I probably use the drop shot with 
a Zoom trick worm 90 percent of 
the time or a shaky head. Again, pay 
attention to where on the dock you 
caught the fish with the shady side 
generally the best. I have caught a lot 
of bass real shallow in the summer 
near the bank under board walks, 
especially on pressured lakes.
 Another deal is going way up 

Call Justin at 314-952-4346
justin@stonecreekhunting.com

w w w . s t o n e c r e e k h u n t i n g . c o m
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Located in the beautiful Piney Region of Central Missouri.  
It’s really Hog Heaven! Beautiful lodging accommodations!
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you to see bait and fish on drop offs, 
points, bridge piling, etc., in other 
words you are eliminating dead 
water. You can also watch your bait 
as it comes through the water. Let’s 
say you spot fish on a structure; 
you can make sure your lure is in 
the strike zone by speeding up or 
slowing down your retrieve. This is 
one of the most important tools in 
fishing to ever come along. Let’s 
say you are winding a Zoom Fluke 
with an 1/8 oz. head slowly over a 
drop off with fish on it and there is 
no response to it. What you might 
want to do is go to a 3/4 oz. head and 
swim it by them faster and create a 
reaction bite or vice versa. Same 
with any lure you are fishing with, 
as you know the fish are there and 
now you have to figure out how to 
make them bite.
 Now when I’m fishing lakes 
this month, I’m more than likely 
fishing top water lures like the XPS 

WOO’S 
CORNER

BY WOO DAVES 
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rivers which can be good fishing, 
especially if there is current. Fish 
breaks and mouths of ditches are 
good, as they gang up here. I like 
a jig, shaky head trick worm and a 
Water Wood deep diving crank bait 
in these conditions. A lot of lakes 
are loaded with creeks, and you can 
go way to the back of these and find 
cooler water and bass. Several lakes 
I’ve been to, you go back and there 
is a flat with isolated cover and this 
is a good place to look for bass. I 
have found if you work over the flat 
you can find the creek channel again 
and fish a long ways. You rarely see 
another boat and here I like to fish a 
shallow running Water Wood crank 
bait or a shaky head trick worm. 
There is usually a lot of lay downs 
in these areas. Lay downs equal 
catching bass enough said.
 Recapping get you a Garmin 
Panoptic’s unit and put it to 
use finding fish, structure and 
eliminating dead water. A lot of 
times when structure fishing like 
brush piles, ledges, bridge piling, 

etc., pan around because the fish 
will be off of them slightly and they 
can still be caught. Spend time when 
you find bait and fish and solve 
the bite problem. If you watch the 
BASS Elites you will see almost 
all of them fishing a small area and 
making sure they cover it well. They 
are not running all over the lake in 
this hot weather.
 Now be sure to drink plenty 
of fluids, use suntan lotion, and 
wear your Rockfish sun gloves and 
hood. The sun is a bad boy, and he 
will make you pay the piper as you 
get older if you don’t take care of 
your skin. Please be sure to wear a 
life vest. We had two young ladies 
kayaking on the river here a month 
ago, no life vest and now they are 
gone forever.
 Please visit Hendrickcars.com 
or a Hendrick Chevrolet dealer near 
you for a tow vehicle or a personal 
vehicle.
 May God bless you, your family 
and our wonderful Police and 
Military Personnel. I certainly hope 
you Catch a big one!

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

14lb. striper caught in Fulton County by Roger Man on his private lake.



By Dan Vinovich

 All of North American sport fish 
have one thing in common.  They 
are all predators.  The prey can 
differ depending on the size of the 
predator. In fact, a large predator 
will must definitely feed on other 
predators or even smaller versions 
of its own species. When most 
people think of bait fish in this area, 
one always comes to mind, and that 
is shad.  Shad is indeed the main 
forage base here in Illinois, but itis 
not the only one.  Predators will 
prey on any easy meal that presents 
itself. Case in point how many 
of you have had a nice Bluegill 
or Crappie on the line and had a 
Muskie or Pike lash out and grab 
it??  All you have to do to prove this 
is look at the all the different sizes, 
colors, and shapes Bass Pro Shops 
and Cabela’s sell.
 There is bream, crappie, bass, 
and even walleye, muskie and pike 
color combinations, as well as 
some stuff that looks like it is from 
another planet. Finding the forage 
means finding the source of food 
for the particular predator you are 
fishing is eating at that specific time 
of the year.  There are several ways 
to accomplish this.  
 The first is to research the lake 
or river you are going to fish.  Doing 
your homework before you get on 
the water will greatly increase your 
chances of having a productive 

day. There is no excuse not to be 
informed with the internet available 
to us all. Find what type of bait is 
available in the particular body of 
water that you intend to fish. Then 
research that prey, find out when 
it spawns where it spawns, does it 
relate to open water or is it more 
structure orientated, how big is it at 
the time of year you are fishing, is 
it a fingerling or mature adult when 
you are going to fish that body of 
water.  The second is to pay careful 
attention to the surroundings.  Turn 
off the motor and sit, looking for any 
signs of active feeding fish.  These 
signs may be as subtle as a flock 
of seagulls or diving ducks feeding 
on bait fish being chased to the 
surface by predators or as extreme 
as actually seeing bait leaping from 
the water fleeing predators. Third 
check your weather several days 
prior to your trip, remember wind 
moves bait, you can’t always rely on 
fishing the windy side, for example, 
if the wind was blowing out of the 
south for 3 days then switched out 
of the north the day you fish the 
bait may not have been pushed up 
against the windy shore yet it may 
be somewhere in-between where the 
wind was and where it is at the time 
you on the body of water. If I still 
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Dad with a good largemouth that was feeding deep on a school of bait.
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do not have any clues to where the 
bait is holding, I will switch to my 
Hummingbird electronics to locate 
them. I use 2 units running at the 
same time on the dash of my Targa, 
the first unit I run in 2-D looking 
for bait as I pass over it, the second 
is my side finder that looks out to 
each side of my boat. This unit is 
very important when hunting bait 
in shallow or extremely clear water 
where spooking bait is a concern.
 There is no greater thrill 
than spotting a cloud of bait 
fish with some large arcs just 
below them.  The reason for my 
excitement is simple.  Aggressive 
fish are easier to catch.  Once you 
find the food, matching your bait 
size and presentation to imitate 
the forage is the next step in the 
equation.  Tournament fishermen 
carry so many types and colors of 
baits for this reason.  Each body of 
water has its own flavor, if I may call 
it that.  In other words, color and 
size variations change with different 
bodies of water.  For example, in 
our Illinois mud and clay bottom 
lakes and rivers, our crayfish have 
a green to brown color.  The farther 
south you go, they can turn a bright 
red.  That is why there are so many 
color variations of that bait. Color 
is also important depending on 
water clarity, if they can’t see it, 
they can’t eat it but that’s a whole 
other article. So, by connecting the 
dots you too can spend more time 
catching and less time Bi……
 SEE YA ON THE WATER…

Our Specialties
• Bait and Tackle
•  Proprietary Line of 

Lance Custom Baits
•  Full Selection of Beer 

and Liquor
• Contract-free Drive Thru

309-620-8752
Mon. – Sat. 5.30am – 7:00pm

Sunday 6:00am – 5:00pm

www.southsidebaitandtackleliquor.com

Fatties feeding deep on suspended bait.
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NONAGENARIAN DEER 
HUNTER
By Kathy Andrews Wright

 Come autumn in south-central 
Illinois, the deer are shaking in their 
hooves. It’s shotgun deer season, and 
Doris McKay is in her blind.
 The nonagenarian has been 
hunting whitetails since 1958 and 
has never missed a season. I had the 
privilege of chatting with McKay 
recently and listened to her story 
unfold. Insisting that her experience 
isn’t anything special, she proceeded 
to tell me a very special story indeed.
 A life-long Illinoisian, McKay 
grew up in Cumberland County. Her 

Photo by Ryan Hagerty, USFWS

dad was an avid fisherman and hunted 
rabbit, quail and squirrel for meat on the 
table. She married a hunter, continuing 
the hunting tradition in her family.

 1957 was the first year that Illinois 
opened a deer season. Deer hunting 
was largely a male endeavor, but 
that didn’t stop McKay from getting 
a deer tag. On opening day that year, 
her husband went out to the blind, but 
she was preoccupied. The next day 
she gave birth to their first son.

 In 1958, with a four-year-old 
and a one-year-old at home, she was 
determined to be in that deer blind. 
 “There were few deer harvested 
that year,” she told me, “And there 
were only 500 permits for all of Pope 
County.”  Deer were hard to come by, 
and McKay was a novice. “It took 
three or four years before I got one,” 
she said. She kept at it. She loved the 
chance to be out in the woods, quiet 
and still, regardless of her success in 
harvesting a deer.
 “My first [deer] was a small one, a 
button buck,” she recalled. She got that 
one in the Eddyville area of the Shawnee 
National Forest. She used to like to 
visit with the guys at the check station, 
listening to hunting stories and getting 
tips. In those days, McKay was one of 
the very few females in the crowd.
 There have been good years 
and bad years in deer hunting, she 

reminisced. 1964 was a particularly 
successful year for hunters, but it had 
its downside. Pope County had been 
highlighted in a sporting magazine, 
and hunters came in droves. The 
sudden popularity of the county for 
deer hunting made the regulars a bit 
uneasy. She said the deer population 
took a big hit that year, and it took a 
while to bounce back.

 By 1979, McKay was hunting 
on her own land. Her goal was to 

Photo courtesy of Doris McKay

Photo courtesy of Doris McKay
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harvest a deer close to home near 
Lake Mattoon. Her first success on her 
property was an 8-pointer. He proved 
a challenge, she chuckled. 
 “I trailed him to the edge of the 
lake and then I had two options. I 
could wait till he ran into the lake, or 
I could shoot him, and then he would 
run into the lake.” She fired, and as 
expected, he took off into the water. 
“Had to get a boat and my husband, 
too, and lasso [the buck] and drag 
him in,” she laughed. “Got his head 
mounted,” she said, to remind her of 
her adventure.
 Another memorable hunt was the 
year she got lost in the woods in the 
Shawnee National Forest in southern 
Illinois. Doris being Doris, though, 
she never let challenges like this keep 
her from heading out to hunt each fall.
When asked how she prepares venison 
to eat, she exclaimed, “There are so 
many ways!” and rattled off some 
venison dishes. Steaks smothered in 
mushroom soup or tomato sauce are 
a big hit in her family. She makes lots 
of summer sausage from the venison.
 Over the years, Doris and her 
husband hunted together. Now, she 

hunts alone. There are advantages to 
hunting solo. 
 “I don’t have to worry about 
anyone sneezing,” she explained. 
Without the distractions of another 
person in the blind, she can be still and 
quiet, attuned to the woods around her. 
 “I go out at daybreak. Early 
morning and dusk are the best times,” 
McKay said. “I used to sit by a tree in 
the woods near a good crossing.” With 
the woods to herself, she treasured the 
solitude, the peace, and the chance to 
appreciate the world around her.
 Although McKay has hunted 
from tree stands, she now uses a blind. 
She’s enthused about a new blind that 
she’s broken in. 
 “It’s a 12-sided composite 
material blind with windows on most 
sides—with a swivel chair and a 
propane heater!”
 Although she’s going on 91, she 
laughs at the question of age.
 “You’re never too old!” she 
exclaimed. She still drives her truck 
out to the woods, parks, and walks 
back to her blind. Last year, after 
dropping a 9-point buck with a 
Remington 20-gauge shotgun, her 

son and daughter-in-law helped her 
load her quarry into her truck. Until 
recently, she field dressed her deer by 
herself. Now, she gets some help from 
her son or grandson.

 Doris is proud of her longevity—
particularly her record of never missing 
a season. She wondered if there’s a 
way to search the records to see how 
many others have hunted dozens of 
consecutive seasons—particularly 
women. She’s seen the popularity of 
hunting go up and down over the years, 
and she has always stuck with it.
 Already looking forward to next 
fall’s hunting season, she has no 
intention of giving up deer hunting.
 “This is my time,” she said. “I get 
to see the creations of God’s world. I 

listen to the birds. I look at the trees. I 
may even see a groundhog.” 
 Her annual deer hunt keeps her 
connected with the beauty and wonder 
of the forest. Nature is an inspiration 
for Doris McKay, and she is, in turn, 
an inspiration for young hunters who 
follow in her footsteps.
 
Valerie Blaine has worked as a 
naturalist for more than 40 years, from 
the prairies and woodlands of Illinois 
to the shores of the San Francisco 
Bay. She earned a master’s degree in 
forestry and a bachelor’s degree in 
botany from the University of Illinois. 
Blaine retired as the Nature Programs 
Manager for the Forest Preserve 
District of Kane County.

 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).

Photo by Vince Ivino



 The diagnosis is Melanoma 
was the first sentence contained in 
the recently completed pathology 
report!  Just days earlier, the surgeon, 
Dr. Singh, informed me the tumor 
removed from my chest was not a 
routine growth or cyst as originally 
thought, but a form of carcinoma or 
melanoma currently under analysis by 
the foremost lab in the United States 
specializing in this analysis!  We are 
hoping for a carcinoma diagnosis 
explained the Surgeon.   Hoping for a 
Carcinoma!  This punch in the gut was 
not desired.  I was aware the lab work 
or pathology was very slow in return 
as the surgery was now two weeks old 
and apprehension over the pending 
result was mounting.  Unfortunately, 
the worse of the two possibilities was 
now confirmed!
 Eighteen years earlier, I was 
informed through biopsy results, at 
the age of forty-seven, was indeed 
Prostate Cancer. This battle was won 
through surgery, radiation treatments 
and persistence. I now carry lifelong 
scars both real and emotional in nature 
over this previous episode with cancer, 
and the lifelong negative effects on 
my physical being and life!  
 This new battle for survival is 
against a much meaner and powerful 
foe – Melanoma is measured in severity 
by the thickness of the Melanoma 
growth usually in mere millimeters.  
My recently removed tumor is 
measured in centimeters, even inches!   
Most of us have experienced the 
horrors of the big “C” either through 
personal or experienced by relatives 
or those close or known to us.  I have 
carried individuals to their gravesite 
whose bodies were decimated, even 
mutilated in an attempt to beat this 
perverse and evil antagonist!  

We offer our customers small town 
personal service with the advantage 
of competitive pricing, professional 
grade equipment and the highest 
quality products available in the 
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals

OLD SHEET 
IRON*

FARM
SCRAP

COPPER
& BRASS

SCRAP
IRON

ALUMINUM
CANS

CALL FOR
PRICING

* NO AUTOMOBILES

PAYING TOP PRICES FOR:
REDUCE • RECYCLE • REUSE

THE ULTIMATE CHALLENGE!
By: David Herschelman

  For those who know me, I am not 
a “Bidenesque” ideologue driven by 
fantasy, but a “Reaganite” realist driven 
by fact and result orientated focus! 
I wanted like-minded individuals to 
fight this battle with me!
 The upcoming fall seasons now 
have a subdued focus, as the hope 
for a giant Whitetail, or a successful 
Waterfowl season, now have less 
importance. Interchanging with 
my two-year-old Granddaughter, 
Mycaiah Jaymes Herschelman 
with her constant growth in both 
communication and manipulative 
ability, including defiance are now 
very focusing.     Time, Experiences, 
Relationships are now the realities of 
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your existence coming into extreme 
focus as your mortality and role in life 
are questioned.   
 This tumor is present about one-
hundred times in a year, affecting 
one in about three and a half million 
people in the United States explained 
my surgeon, Dr. Liu!  The body of 
research is limited as treatment, 
analysis, and morphology is scattered 
both physically and analytically.  My 
case will be challenging!  The foremost 
Oncology Specialist, Dr. Wade, one 
of the founders of the “Cancer Care” 
facility in Decatur, Illinois considered 
“World Class” in the treatment of 
Cancers was now focused on my case 
as well.  Dr. Singh who performed 

the initial tumor removal explained 
the positive – through your spouse, 
Kelleye, a nurse in the Endoscopy Unit 

David after initial surgery
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at the hospital, who is well respected 
and known to all of these doctors, you 
are getting quick, thorough, and caring 
attention from these exceptional men 
of intellect and medicine!  You have 
friends in high places!
 The PET Scan revealed no “Hot 
Spots” within my body!  A fact almost 
incredulous to the doctors, in my 
opinion, since this tumor had grown 
and inhabited my chest for over a year 
since notice!  The next action was to 
go back into the original tumor site, 
through surgery, and remove tissue 
until clean margins are obtained.  
In addition, through following 
radioactive dye injected into the 
tumor site to identify the Lymph Node 
where drainage from the tumor site 
would migrate would be removed for 
analysis.
 Remarkably, the surgery was 
highly successful with only a small 
amount of my Pectoral Muscle 
Removed.  Dr. Liu assured me - I 
would be able to accomplish my 
weightlifting goals (somewhat 
subdued for a sixty-five-year-old man) 
in time although delayed temporarily!  
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The Lymph Node analysis came back 
as negative – another miracle, in my 
opinion, quickly relayed back to me 
from Dr. Liu!  
 Dr. Wade, in his treatment 
recommendation, told me, Kelleye 
and my daughter, Lauren, the chance 
this cancer would return within the 
next three-year period was about one 
in three.  Through his recommended 
Immunotherapy, through a series of 
infusions over the next year period, 
my chances for the return dropped to 
about one in ten!  
 The challenge has been accepted!  
I recalled my radiation treatment 
earlier in life at age fifty-three when 
I would do one hundred push-ups 
at a time while in the waiting room 
before treatment!  Both Doctor Liu 
and Wade motivated me with their 
notice of the fitness of their patient, I 
doubt one hundred push-ups are in my 
future, but I will undergo treatment 
with humility and respect but a little 
defiance against this foe similar to 
that exhibited by my two-year old 
granddaughter as Well!  
 My thanks to the tremendous 

Doctors in my corner!  Men of Superior 
Intellect, Training, Motivation and 
most importantly Faith!
 Always hoping for good luck in 
the woods each season – but I will not 
be dismayed if it does not come, for I 
have used it all in the Doctors’ Office 
and Hospital!  

P.S. 
Long vigils on the tree stand, duck 

blind, goose pit and fishing boat 
along with basking in the sun to 
accommodate your tan, sitting on 
the tractor for farming or yard 
work for long hours and tanning 
booths all contribute to the rise in 
the instances of Melanoma within 
the last thirty-years in the United 
States – Think about It!  You are up 
against an enemy that will not die 
nor retreat!  React accordingly!

Leslie Leitner 
of Pekin caught 
this nice crappie 

out of a 
Fulton County 
strip mine lake.
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PREFERRED FINESSE 
WORM FISHING 

 A lot of people when talking about 
different types of fishing techniques, 
tackle, etc. will say it is the “best” 
of whatever.  This time we are going 
to be talking about fishing finesse 
worms, but instead of saying what 
is the “best” technique and tackle to 
use, it is going to be “preferred”.  The 
reason being is that anyway that a 
finesse worm, or anything at all as far 
as that is concerned, is fished can be 
termed the “best.”
 First off, I have three 4-inch 
finesse worms that I have used through 
the years, all with about equal success.  
They are Berkley’s Power Finesse, 
Mann’s Jelly Worm and Natural 
Forage Baits R4.  Out of this group my 
preferred is the R4 in June Bug, black/
blue fleck, and green pumpkin.
 There are several ways to rig these 
with the most common being wacky, 
Texas and jig head.  My preferred 
is the jig head, since it is the most 
versatile and provides a great straight 
flip tail action when used with certain 
techniques.  While I use these on 
various types of jig heads, including 
a Road Runner, my preferred is the 
B-Fish-N H20 Precision in sizes of 
3/32 to 3/16 ounce.
 I’ll use these on casting and 
spinning outfits, but my preferred is 
some sort of ultra-light or light action 
spinning outfit with the rod having 
good tip action and a bit of backbone 
for setting the hook.  I’ve been using 
the 7’ B’n’M Sam Heaton Super 
Sensitive in this action so that I can 
also use my finger jigging technique.  
However, fellow outdoor writer and 
master shoreline angler, Don Banning, 
introduced me to a new B’n’M TCB, 
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which is lightweight, and has about all 
the factors previously mentioned.  Don 
has been having great success using 
this rod for finesse worms and other 
types of light fishing.  However, after 
using it for my techniques I still prefer 
the Sam Heaton, as well as the new 75 
Series from the same company.
 As for the retrieve I use three – 
lift and fall (slow pump), twitch-hop 
on bottom, and finger jigging.  My 
preferred retrieve actually combines 
the two later mentioned.  I let the worm 

S&S LICENSE SERVICES&S LICENSE SERVICE

OWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIMOWNERS- MIKE, TROY AND TIM
519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603519 NE PERRY ST., PEORIA, IL 61603

CALL: 309-674-9532CALL: 309-674-9532
EMAIL: EMAIL: titlemike@gmail.comtitlemike@gmail.com

www.sandslicenseterminal.comwww.sandslicenseterminal.com

All Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and BoatsAll Motor Vehicles, ATV’s and Boats
Specializing in Boat Trailer Specializing in Boat Trailer 

and ATV’s with no Titleand ATV’s with no Title

Autumn Olive and  
Honeysuckle removal.

Herbaceous invasive plants  
mechanically removed and  

follow-up chemical maintenance.

Mike McKim
Invasiveprm@gmail.com

invasiveplantremoval.com

309.981.9716

A Natural Forage Baits R4 Finesse Worm rigged on a Blitz Finesse jig worked perfectly for 
swimming over some heavier weed cover.



go to the bottom and twitch it upward 
with three short jerks and let if fall back.  
When it is reeled in to make another 
cast, I will finger jig it, just in case 
there is a fish wanting to hit something 
moving along like a minnow.  This has 
happened many times.
 The jig head technique is mainly 
for rock, weed, gravel, sand, and mud 
bottom areas where there is not a lot of 
brush or heavy wood cover.  If that sort 
of structure were being faced, then the 
preference would be leaning towards a 
Texas rig, which at that time would be 
looking at an Xpoint XGap in no larger 
than a 1/0 hook for rigging.
 However, the jig head is still my 
top “preferred” because of the earlier 
mentioned versatility and actions that 
can be applied.  Also, it catches several 
species of fish, negative feeders, a 
variety of sizes, and in many cases 
more numbers of fish, all of which 
helps keep with the enjoyment of 
fishing.
 So, try a finesse worm, and find 
out your “preferred finesse worm 
fishing.”
 Until next time, get out on the 
water and enjoy a great day of fishing.
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UPDATED RUSS BAILEY SIGNATURE SERIES
A fixture in the crappie market for 2 decades,
Russ is now host of the popular Brushpile 
Fishing TV show, the highest rated crappie
show.  This rod is made of high-modulus, 
secret recipe graphite (sensitive and strong),
and has great rod aesthetics.  Spinning guides

on both lengths allows fishermen to cast this rod.  This rod feature stainless steel
guides, line-depth markers placed in 1-ft increments and also features a 
100% Portuguese cork handle.

ITEM          LGTH      PC    GUIDES
CWRB82      8   ’          2       6+Tip
CWRB102 10.5   ’        2       8+Tip
Type Of Guides: Ceramic Insert

ALL NEW TREE THUMPER
A blend of our lightest and strongest poles

Our all-new  Tree Thumper weighs 
almost exactly the same as our 
popular BBULBS series, but designed
with enough strength to pull crappie
out of tree tops.  This is basically a

cross between our BBULBS and BRUX series.  Made of a secret recipe of hi-modulus
graphite.  This rod features ceramic inserts, a bottom reel seat, and a 
contoured handle made of 100% Portuguese cork.

ITEM            LGTH. PC.     GUIDES
THUMP102        10’ 2           7+TIP
THUMP112        11’ 2           7+TIP

SPRING IS
THE TIME FOR ALL THINGS NEW.
LET’S START WITH YOUR 
CRAPPIE GEAR.

TM

BNM_ASO_4.2019.qxp_Layout 1  4/17/19  12:58 PM  Page 1 Don Banning hooked another nice bass on a Natural Forage Baits 
R4 worm while using his B’n’M TCB rod.

Using a 4-inch worm with a B-Fish-N H20 Precision jig head, while 
hopping it along some shoreline rock areas took this nice bass.
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that I do not bass fish often and that I 
mainly chase crappie and white bass, 
but I was recently invited to Giant 
Goose Ranch to fish with a friend and 
it was just a fun outing and as a guide 
you need those fun outings to just sit 
back and relax and enjoy the sport of 
fishing and just smile.  We got rained 
out in the morning and then decided 
after breakfast that we would run into 
town and go to the store in between 
rainstorms.  I took this opportunity 
to buy something I have never used.  
A top water spider.  My friend and 
I laughed in disbelief that I would 
not catch anything but regardless 
in buying this $10 frog, we already 
started laughing.  That frog ended 
up stealing the show that day!  I will 
always remember my first outing with 
my new friend at his place and that 

this top water spider not only caught 
bass, but it also had multiple turtle 
hits, gills were trying to eat it and we 
might have scared a few flies reeling 
it in, thinking that it looked real. My 
point being is that the one thing broke 
the ice, it made us relatable and gave 
us something to laugh about especially 
when it worked.  The goal was to 
relax and smile and I don’t know who 
smiled more that day, but I had a great 
time and might have actually enjoyed 
bass fishing.  
 Smile, next time you fish. Think 
of a time you went fishing and created 
a memory, whether it be in a pond or 
on a trip in Canada, I bet you can think 
of a reason to smile from a simple 
memory whether it was a fish or 
lack of fish or something that simply 
happened that comes mind.  Smile, 
because its contagious! As always, 
I’m at centralilcrappieguide.com or 
309-642-8106.

Fishing Central Illinois with 
Reag’s Guide Service . . . cont.



This report represents some events the 
OLE handled over the weeks of 

Dec. 16, 2021 - Jan. 15, 2022; however, 
it does not include all actions taken by 

the Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northeast Zone / District 3 - Sgt. David 
Wollgast (CPO M. Anderson, CPO Bergland, 
CPO Elliot, CPO Farber, CPO Honiotes, 
CPO Prasun, CPO Thompson) (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall, Will) 
KENDALL COUNTY 
CPO Pankey spoke to an individual who 
harvested a doe with no habitat stamp. During 
the interview, it was discovered the individual 
shot a doe the day before he bought a permit. 1 
citation and 2 warnings were issued. 
Northeast Zone / District 4, Sgt. Josh Mooi 
(CPO Farrell, CPO Gates, CPO Gilliam, 
CPO Hopper, CPO Kater, CPO Kusta, CPO 
Longley, CPO Vik) (Counties: Cook, DuPage) 
COOK COUNTY 

CPO Kusta conducted wildlife enforcement by 
following up on a complaint regarding a hunter 
harvesting a white-tailed deer without the proper 
deer permits, hunting license, and habitat stamp. 
CPO Kusta made contact with the hunter who 
admitted at the time the deer was harvested 
he did not have a valid deer permit, hunting 
license, or habitat stamp. CPO Kusta issued the 
hunter 3 citations: unlawfully hunting without a 
valid deer permit, unlawfully hunting without 
a valid hunting license, and Unlawful take of 
white-tailed deer. CPO Kusta issued 3 written 
warnings: Hunting with no habitat stamp, failing 
to immediately tag the dee upon kill, and failing 
to report the deer by 10:00 PM. 
CPO Vik was checking perch fishermen at the 
87th St slip when he came across a fisherman 
without his fishing license on his person. CPO 
Vik looked up the fishermen’s information and 
discovered the fishermen had made a duplicate 
account to circumvent his child support 
suspension and buy a fishing license. After 
confirming with health and family services that 
the child support revocation was current, CPO 
Vik issued the fisherman a citation for falsifying 
information to obtain a fishing license. 
CPO Farrell assisted CPO Elliot in an 
unlawful dove hunting incident that occurred 
in Will County. CPO Farrell met one 
individual at their residence and issued a 
citation for unlawful hunting without first 
obtaining permission from the landowner. 
CPO Farrell met the second individual at their 
residence and issued a citation for unlawful 
hunting without first obtaining permission 
for the landowner and a written warning for 

unlawful hunting without obtaining Harvest 
Information Program Registration. 
DUPAGE COUNTY 
CPO Gates received a call from a DuPage 
woman regarding a Great horned owl nest in a 
tree that was marked for removal. CPO Gates 
reached out to local police for their assistance 
with a drone to verify the presence of an 
active nest. The investigation is ongoing. 
Northwest Zone / District 1 – Sgt. Steven 
Beltran (CPO Hoftender, CPO McKune, 
CPO Peecher, CPO Posateri, CPO Priest, 
CPO Meinders, CPO Zigler) (Counties: 
Carroll, Henry, JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, 
Ogle, Rock Island, Stephenson, Whiteside) 
LEE COUNTY 
CPO Roesch received a complaint about 
possible poachers hunting rabbits in Green 
River SWA. CPO Roesch checked the hunters 
and issued 1 citation for falsification of records. 
2 WW for habitat stamp, 1 WW for using lead 
shot, 1 WW for no blaze orange hat, and 1 WW 
for unlawful take of rabbit. CPO Roesch seized 
illegal hunting licenses and 1 rabbit. Rabbit 
meat was donated to a wildlife rehabber 
Northwest Zone / District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 
(CPO Alvarez-Gerbino, CPO Engledow, 
CPO Kaufman, CPO Leannah, CPO 
Martin, CPO Murry, CPO Pankey, CPO 
Roesch, CPO Stanbary, CPO Swanson, 
CPO Wagner) (Counties: Boone, Bureau, 
DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam, Winnebago) 
BOONE COUNTY 
CPO Stanbary cited a Bureau County deer 
hunter for hunting without any valid resident 
archery tags. During a compliance check of 

the hunter, he was found to be in possession 
of landowner permits and hunting on property 
that he did not own or have an interest in. 
BUREAU COUNTY 
CPO Wagner while checking hunters found 
the individual to have taken two deer with 
only one valid permit. An individual was cited 
for unlawful take and given a mandatory court 
date in Bureau County. 8-point buck was 
seized and donated to the local food pantry. 
While following up on the permit violation 
complaint CPO Wagner found the individual 
had harvested two deer with only one valid 
permit. Based on circumstances individual 
was cited for hunting w/out a valid permit and 
no further action was taken. 
After a month-long investigation into a road 
hunter who was caught 12/11/21 shooting doe 
with a crossbow out the window of a vehicle 
CPO’s Wagner and Engledow issued the 
following citations to the violator. Hunting 
by aid or use of conveyance, hunt between 
½ hour after sunset and ½ before sunrise, 
unlawful take of whitetail deer, transporting 
uncased crossbow in the motor vehicle, and 
shooting along, across, or upon a highway. 
The individual was issued an additional 9 
warnings in relation to the event. A Killer 
Instinct Crossbow w/scope, adult doe deer, 
6-point buck rack, and Either sex archery 
permit were seized as part of the investigation. 
DEKALB COUNTY 
CPO Engledow received a complaint from 
Sycamore PD of a subject hunting geese in city 
limits at a city park on the edge of Sycamore. 
CPO Engledow responded with Sycamore PD 

August 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  51

WWW.LUMENOK.COM



CPO Reports . . . continued
and issued the Individual multiple WWs for 
Unlawfully Hunting Waterfowl w/ Shotgun 
capable of holding more than 3 shotgun 
shells, No Federal Stamp, Failure to change 
the address on DL (Over a year moving to 
Illinois), and No Valid Foid. CPO Engledow 
assisted the subject in locating proper public 
land areas to hunt in Northern Illinois. 
CPO Engledow and CPO Murry issued two 
goose hunters each a citation for Unlawful 
Take of Migratory Bird (Over the Limit) and 
4 WWs were also issued to the hunters. 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Pankey spoke to an individual who 
harvested a 9-point buck during firearm season 
who did not take it to a CWD check station. 
During the interview, it was discovered the 
individual did not have a hunting license or 
habitat stamp. The individual also admitted 
to shooting the buck many hours before he 
bought his permit. 2 citations and 3 warnings 
were issued, and the 9 point was seized. 
CPO Murry spoke to two young hunters 
regarding hunting violations during the 
firearm deer seasons. One hunter had 
harvested a deer and while attempting to 
check the deer in, discovered he did not have 
the correct tags when the check-in would not 
allow him to report the harvest. Upon looking 
at his tags, and his brothers, they discovered 
they both had the incorrect tags. The hunters 
purchased new tags and reported the harvest. 
While speaking with the boys and their father, 
it was discussed about always checking 

your tags before you leave the counter and 
verifying you have in your possession the 
correct tags for the season you are hunting. 
The second young hunter, a 15-year-old, CPO 
Murry spoke to had harvested a deer during 
the first shotgun season with his bow and 
arrow. While attempting to check in the deer, 
the Step Father observed he only had Archery 
tags and did not have firearm season tags 
as required during the firearm season. The 
young hunter thought that since he was using 
his bow, he did not need a firearm tag. CPO 
Murry educated the young hunter and his 
father on the requirements for hunting during 
the firearm season, even if using a bow and 
arrow device. Written warnings were issued to 
both young hunters on their violations. 
Northwest Zone / District 7, Sgt. Scott 
Avery (CPO Elliot, CPO Finn, CPO 
Gerard, CPO Lazzell, CPO Thompson) 
(Counties: Fulton, Henderson, Knox, 
Marshall, McDonough, Peoria, Stark, 
Tazewell, Warren, Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Finn Region 1 District 7 received a 
complaint of hunters hunting in a restricted area 
of Rice Lake. CPO responded and observed a 
vehicle parked next to a gate on Duck Island 
where deer hunting is prohibited. CPO Finn 
waited for the hunters to return from their hunt 
before speaking to them. The four deer hunters 
admitted to seeing the sign stating no deer 
hunting. All four received citations for hunting 
without permission as well as hunting without 
valid permits. Several other warnings were also 
issued for various license and stamp issues. 

WARREN COUNTY 
CPO Thompson received a complaint from 
a landowner alleging a young male had 
trespassed during the unlawful take of a 
whitetail buck. CPO Thompson and CPO 
Elliott interviewed the suspect and received a 
confession to trespass, 8 unlawful takes, and 
hunting without permission. The man was 
issued a citation for hunting without permission 
and written warnings for additional violations. 
Central Zone / District 9, Sgt. Eric Myers 
(CPO Blakeley, CPO Blazinic, CPO 
Goetten, CPO Gushleff, CPO Jansen, 
CPO Olroyd & CPO Wheatley) (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike, & Schuyler) 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
After an extensive investigation that stemmed 
from a complaint in October 2020 CPO 
Wheatley was successful in filing charges 
against a man from Louisiana responsible 
for the unlawful taking of 2 trophy bucks. 
The deer have an estimated worth of over 25 
thousand dollars and the man is being charged 
with 13 counts ranging from Hunting without 
a Hunting License to Unlawful Taking of 
2 or More Deer in a single act, which is a 
Class 3 Felony in Illinois. These charges 
were successfully filed against the man on 
December 28th and the man is presumed 
innocent until proven guilty. The deer heads 
have been returned to Illinois and were logged 
into evidence earlier this year. Once the man 
has his day in court and charges have been 
assessed, CPO Wheatley will provide an 
update as to the outcome of what the man was 
handed by the judge. 
MACOUPIN COUNTY 
CPO Gushleff conducted a deer permit 
investigation on a subject in Carlinville. The 

subject was interviewed about discrepancies 
in the point-of-sale system and admitted to 
giving his deer permit to his brother-in-law. 
The brother-in-law shot a deer and left it 
untagged in his truck. He then tagged the deer 
with a permit just purchased. A citation was 
issued to the subject. 
Central Zone / District 10, Sgt. William 
Gilmer (CPO Filipiak, CPO Gerdes, 
CPO McClenning, CPO Snodgrass, CPO 
Thornley, CPO Wahlbrink, CPO Wright) 
(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon, & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
CPO Wahlbrink completed an investigation 
involving an individual who had failed to 
immediately tag a deer upon harvest. It was 
determined that the individual had shot a 
buck, left it in the field, went and purchased 
a permit, before coming back to tag the buck. 
The individual was cited for the offense. 
MORGAN COUNTY 
While conducting a coyote hunting 
enforcement detail near Meredosia, CPO 
Gerdes came upon a large group of trucks 
along the roadway actively engaged in coyote 
hunting. CPO Gerdes approached one of 
the vehicles and heard the distinct sound of 
rounds being ejected from a pump-action 
shotgun coming from inside the vehicle. It 
was then found the driver had been driving 
around with a loaded and uncased shotgun. 
The hunter was cited for the violation. The 
other hunters in the group were in compliance 
with the rules and regulations associated with 
coyote hunting. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Filipiak was patrolling the Springfield 
Lake area where he observed a vehicle parked 
at the water’s edge. An individual exited 
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the vehicle and began throwing up, after 
completing the individual returned to the 
driver’s seat of the vehicle. Upon walking up 
to the vehicle and ensuring the individual did 
not need medical attention, I observed him 
taking multiple hits off a liquid THC vape 
pen. The individual looked over and observed 
me standing at his window in disbelief. The 
individual was given a quick lesson on the 
laws of Illinois in regard to the use of cannabis 
within the state, specifically within a motor 
vehicle. The individual was issued a civil 
penalty. 
CPO Filipiak responded to a landowner 
who stated they observed an individual field 
dressing a deer on the City of Springfield 
property near Riverton. The individual 
identified the license plate. With the assistance 
of the Riverton police department, the driver 
of the vehicle was identified. A confirmation 
with the complainant was made that the 
individual in the picture provided was the 
individual field dressing the deer. After a short 
investigation, the vehicle and the suspected 
individual were located and interviewed. The 
individual did not have a hunting license and 
eventually admitted to shooting the deer at 10 
pm the night before. The individual trespassed 
on multiple properties, including the city of 
Springfield property, to locate the deer the 
following day. Multiple violations were 
identified and addressed as followed: Unlawful 
take of whitetail deer outside of legal hunting 
hours, Unlawfully hunting with no valid 
hunting license, Unlawful take of whitetail 
deer, Unlawfully hunting without permission, 

Failure to immediately tag whitetail deer upon 
kill, Unlawful transportation of an uncased 
bow and arrow, Unlawful use of field tip 
arrows while hunting whitetail deer, Failure 
to report harvested whitetail deer by 10 PM, 
Trespass to real property, Unlawful operation 
of a motor vehicle while license suspended. 
Central Zone / District 11, Sgt. Dan Greuel 
(CPO Barnes, CPO Hyatt, CPO Mieure, 
CPO Miller, & CPO Moody, CPO Viverito) 
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, Shelby) 
CLARK COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt received information from a Clark 
County resident who found a pile of mallard 
ducks that have been breasted out and dumped. 
The landowner did not have a time frame of 
when the ducks could have been dumped but 
offered to place a trail cam on the field lane to 
get possible pictures if subjects return. 
COLES COUNTY 
CPO Mieure issued three written warnings 
for deer permit violations following an 
administrative investigation. CPO Mieure 
assisted Coles County deputies with an illegal 
harvest of timber on state-owned property. 
The subject was arrested for unlawful 
harvesting of timber without consent of the 
owner, unlawful transportation of timber, 
criminal damage to state-supported property, 
and criminal trespass. 
Central Zone / District 19, ACTING Sgt. 
Matt Graden (CPO Ausmus, CPO Graden, 
CPO Reeves, CPO Sanford, CPO Z. 
Williams, & CPO Workman) (Counties: 
Champaign, DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, 

Livingston, Macon, McLean, Piatt, 
Vermilion,) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Workman observed 2 fishermen fishing 
in a restricted area at Clinton Marina. CPO 
Workman explained to the fishermen they 
were in a restricted area and issued each a 
written warning. 
FORD COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams met with violators of a 
rifled deer case. Three of the four violators 
were issued numerous citations and given a 
mandatory court date. 
IROQUOIS COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams interviewed a Sheldon hunter 
regarding deer permits. The hunter admitted to 
knowingly letting their young son deer hunt 
without first purchasing required deer permits. 
Proper enforcement action was taken. 
MACON COUNTY 
CPO Reeves investigated circumstances 
surrounding a buck that was harvested in 
Macon County during November of 2021. 
The investigation revealed the deer was 

harvested by a hunter that had no hunting 
license or deer permit at the time the buck 
was shot. Enforcement action was taken at the 
conclusion of the investigation. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Noah Workman #580 investigated a 
suspicious harvest from a hunter in Leroy. 
The hunter admitted to shooting an antlerless 
deer and not immediately tagging the deer 
with his only valid permit. Instead, the hunter 
went into town and purchased a different tag 
to place on the deer. Due to his inexperience 
in hunting and lack of knowledge of the law, 
CPO Workman issued a written warning and 
explained to the hunter the proper procedures 
for his future hunts. 
PIATT COUNTY 
CPO Noah Workman responded to abandoned 
property at Allerton Park near Monticello. 
CPO Workman seized 1 crossbow and other 
assorted hunting equipment. 
Southern Zone / District 13, ACTING Sgt. 
Matthew Lentz (CPO Binsbacher, CPO 
Charles, CPO French, CPO Gerdes, CPO 
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Lentz, CPO Leibl, CPO Macias, CPO 
Ray, CPO Schachner, CPO Sievers, CPO 
Waigand, CPO Wichern) (Counties: Bond, 
Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias received a TIP report concerning 
a resident deer hunter who allegedly harvested 
three bucks during the season. CPO Macias 
met the individual and spoke to him about the 
allegations. The subject wanted to know who 
was telling those “lies” and reported he has 
always been “by the book”. When asked to see 
any harvested deer, the subject to the CPO they 
were all gone and nowhere to be found. The 
CPO sensed the subject was not being truthful, 
so he gave the subject a chance to come clear, 
the subject did not change his story. Further 
investigation from the CPO made clear that the 
subject was indeed lying. The subject called 
the CPO days later and admitted his mistake 
and wanted the entire ordeal to be over. The 
subject received an immediate citation and 
other citations are pending. 
CPO Macias was contacted about a possible 
deer baiting incident from a landowner who 
was hunting a parcel of land next to the alleged 
subject. Pictures were taken after the baited 
harvest and were shared with the CPO. The 
CPO went out to the area of the crime and a 
pile of corn was seen next to the stand that was 
allegedly used. An investigation is pending. 
MADISON COUNTY 

CPO Liebl assisted Dennis and Tammy 
Watters of Team Watters Sonar Search and 
Recovery at a commercial building site in 
Edwardsville. The building had been hit by a 
tornado. CPO Liebl and Team Watters Sonar 
used remote control sonar boats to search the 
small bodies of water surrounding the building 
during the search and recovery operation. 
RANDOLPH COUNTY 
CPO Ralph Sievers checked a group of teenage 
waterfowl hunters. Two citations and two 
written warnings were issued for waterfowl 
violations. An investigation is pending because 
none of them had FOID cards. 
CPO Ralph Sievers received a complaint 
that of trail cameras being placed on private 
property without permission. The landowner 
had placed their trail camera in the area and 
captured the neighbor on their property. The 
neighbor was in camouflage and carrying a 
gun during firearm deer season. CPO Sievers 
met with the neighbor and returned the camera 
that the landowner had removed from the tree. 
The neighbor admitted to placing two cameras 
out and being on the property during firearm 
deer season with a shotgun. The neighbor 
was issued a citation for not wearing blaze 
orange and was informed that he did not have 
permission to trespass or hunt on the property. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 
CPO Schachner received a phone call for 
hunting without permission in which the 
trespasser could be heard in the background 
cursing and yelling in a threatening manner. 
The complainant was in a vehicle and 

departed immediately as he was aware the 
trespasser recently made multiple serious 
threats/actions against neighbors. One of 
these alleged actions included aiming and 
tracking a compound bow, at full draw, with 
a broadhead-tipped arrow nocked, directly at 
an unknowing neighbor as he mowed his yard. 
CPO Schachner contacted CPO Ray (who had 
just gone off-duty) and both officers arrived 
on-scene and performed a cursory search 
before meeting local police and checking the 
subject’s house. The subject did not appear 
to be home, so CPO Schachner searched the 
timber on foot where the subject was last seen 
while CPO Ray kept a view of a large open 
area on either side of the levee. The trespasser 
was not located, and the search ended in the 
dark when both CPOs were called away to a 
building alarm sounding at the Frank Holten 
State Park office. Just prior to leaving, the 
officers received word that the subject was 
picked up by an unknown vehicle and had 
vacated the immediate area. 
CPO Wichern cited a landowner in Fairview 
Heights for placing a 50lbs salt block and 
old pumpkin on his neighbor’s CREP plot 
adjacent to Pleasant Ridge city park. 
Southern Zone / District 14, Sgt. Marc 
Folden (CPO Jourdan, CPO Knop, CPO 
Lewis, CPO Schoenhoff, CPO Tapley, 
CPO K. Williams & CPO T. Williams) 
(Counties: Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jefferson, Perry, Saline, & White) 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 

CPO Tapley issued citations to two hunters 
hunting at Wayne Fitzgerrell State Park after 
they were found to have shot quail, which are 
not allowed to be taken. 
CPO Tapley issued a hunter several citations 
after he was found to be deer hunting in 
Wayne Fitzgerrell State Park while it is closed 
to archery hunting. The hunter killed three 
deer and only had permits for two. All three 
deer were seized, and citations were issued. 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
CPO Skelton responded to a report of 2 
individuals poaching deer from an ATV. 
CPO Skelton issued the subjects citations for 
unlawfully hunting after ½ hour after sunset, 
unlawful take of whitetail deer, and multiple 
other citations. CPO Skelton seized the subject’s 
ATV as well as their .308 rifle for evidence. 
HARDIN COUNTY 
CPO Tapley arrested a subject charged in 2021 
for the unlawful cutting of timber plead guilty 
and was assessed a total of $6219.42 of which 
$3249.42 was restitution to the landowner 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Jourdan investigated a fatal boat 
accident at Ten Mile Creek State Fish and 
Wildlife Area. The accident occurred on 
12/19/21 at approximately 12:15 PM. Two 
males launched a canoe into a strip pit lake to 
fish. They were accompanied by a dog. The 
canoe overturned causing all to fall into the 
frigid water. One male and dog swam to the 
bank. The other male drowned. The victim 
was located using sonar. Divers were able to 
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recover the victim. There were no life jackets 
aboard the canoe. 
Southern Zone / District 15, Sgt. Timothy 
Buhnerkempe (CPO Hyatt, CPO Roper, 
CPO Roundcount, CPO Skelton, CPO Smith, 
CPO Swindle, CPO Taylor & CPO Willand) 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 
Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 
Marion, Richland, Wabash, & Wayne) 
CLAY COUNTY 
CPO Smith issued two written warnings to a 
deer hunter for hunting w/o a permit and failing 
to tag der immediately upon kill. The hunter was 
handicapped and due to exigent circumstances, 
CPO Smith did not issue a citation. CPO Smith 
issued a citation to a deer hunter for allowing 
another to use her E/S archery permit. The 
other party was a Florida resident who received 
a citation CPO Smith sent through the mail via 
Florida Fish and Wildlife. 
EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
CPO Smith confiscated a leg hold and conibear 
220 trap. The traps were untagged and, in 
an area, where the person did not receive 
permission to trap them. Investigation pending 
MARION COUNTY 
CPO Smith issued a written warning to a 
deer hunter for parental responsibility. The 
person’s child mistakenly killed a basket rack 
buck deer during the late-winter antlerless 
season. The deer was taken by CPO Smith to 
a meat processor where it was donated. 
Southern Zone / District 16, Sgt. Kristin 
Taylor (CPO G. Anderson, CPO Johnson, 
CPO Somers, CPO Spinka, CPO Teas, 
CPO Vasicek, CPO Wilkinson, CPO 
Wolf) (Counties: Alexander, Jackson, 
Johnson, Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Union, & 
Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Johnson was patrolling the Burning 
Star Fish and Wildlife area. He observed a 
truck and enclosed trailer parked in an area 
closed to waterfowl hunting. CPO Johnson 
discovered 6 hunters with 8 geese. The hunters 
admitted they were suspicious if the area was 
open to waterfowl hunting. They were cited 5 
citations and 7 written warnings. 
CPO G. Anderson and CPO Johnson responded 
to a waterfowl complaint near the Jackson/
Perry County line. CPO Anderson heard a 
gunshot approximately 15 minutes after the 
legal shooting light very close to his location. 
A group of 4 waterfowl hunters were contacted 
very soon after the gunshot. After thoroughly 
interviewing the hunters, it was determined the 
late gunshot was one of the hunters attempting 
to shoot a beaver from a boat. A total of 4 
citations and 9 written warnings were issued 
for wildlife offenses. CPO Johnson and CPO 
Anderson were patrolling the Campbell Pond 
area. They heard late shots and waited for 
the subject to return to the cabin. The subject 
returned by boat and was in possession of 
15 ducks. The ducks were in a large pile and 
not separated. A further check revealed the 
following violation. No hunting license, no hip, 
no federal stamp, no state stamp, unplugged 
shotgun and loaded with 4 shells more than ½ 
hour after sunset, multiple boating violations, 
hunting from a conveyance, and unlawful take 
of beaver. The subjects were issued 4 citations 
and 9 written warnings. 

JOHNSON COUNTY 
CPO Prasun has been working on an extensive 
investigation where numerous deer were 
killed illegally over a four-year period. This 
investigation involved at least four offenders 
and occurred in Johnson County along with 
another county in northern Illinois. CPO 
Prasun recently obtained charges in Johnson 
County for the main offender in this case. The 
charges consisted of nine counts of Unlawful 
Take of Whitetail Deer along with one 
count of a violation of the Firearm Owner’s 
Identification Act. Charges are pending for the 
remaining offenders in this case. MASSAC 
COUNTY 
CPO Wolf working in conjunction with 
a Missouri Conservation Agent arrested 
a Missouri man who had been illegally 
purchasing a resident hunting license, 
resident landowner firearm deer tags, resident 
landowner archery deer tags, and resident 
landowner turkey tags. The man had been 
obtaining the tags and permits for 16 years 
and does not own property in the state of 
Illinois. The Missouri man was in possession 
of 6 illegally harvested deer from Illinois and 
all were seized including a 10-point antlered 
deer taken in the first firearm season of 2021. 
While checking waterfowl hunters at Mermet 
Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area CPO Wolf 
encountered two subjects hunting waterfowl. 
Both subjects were checked for a hunting 
license, proper stamps, and FOID cards. Both 
subjects produced what appeared to be valid 
FOID cards and one subject did not have 
a Federal Waterfowl Stamp. After further 
investigation, CPO Wolf discovered that 
both subjects’ FOID cards were revoked and 
had not been returned. Both subjects were 
arrested for possession of revoked FOID 
cards and unlawful possession of firearms 
and the subject without the Federal Waterfowl 
Stamp was issued an additional citation. 
Both subjects’ firearms and ammunition were 
seized as evidence. 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Wolf and Wilkinson are investigating a 
timber theft of over 140 trees taken from the 
property without the landowner’s permission. 
PULASKI COUNTY
CPO Vasicek arrested 2 subjects from Alabama 
spotlighting from their vehicle between 2 and 
3 AM in Pulaski County during November 
2021. These subjects recently appeared in 
court and plead guilty to the charges and paid 
fines totaling $1,644.00. 
CPO Vasicek arrested 2 subjects from 
Georgia spotlighting in Pulaski County during 
November 2021. Lights were being shined 
from a vehicle onto both private and Cypress 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge property. 
Subjects were transporting uncased weapons 
as well. This case was adjudicated in January 
of 2022. Subjects plead to the charges and 
fines totaled $1.047.00 
UNION COUNTY 
CPO G. Anderson followed up on hunting 
without permission complaint that occurred 
in Jackson County. CPO Anderson met with 
the Cobden resident and issued him a written 
warning for the violation because the property 
had just been turned over to new ownership.
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DIRTY AND DANGEROUS
 Many users of mechanical items 
are of the opinion that if something 
was working the last time in use, it 
will continue to perform as expected, 
until it doesn’t. Maintenance and/
or mechanical inspection being 
put off is common, unless one is 
conscientious towards the idea of 
assuring things are in good working 
order, and not just trusting to luck. 
Large and critical infrastructure has 
planned regular maintenance and 
inspection schedules, but smaller 
devices are usually without more than 
rudimentary or basic instructions, 
such as sharpen mower blade twice 
yearly, change oil, clean filters after 
season or 50 hours, etc. 
 Even with comprehensive and 

accelerating mechanical losses. 
After all, even a simple water heater 
tank uses an anode to delay the 
inevitable rusting.
 This piece is called the firing 
pin retractor, used in a couple types 
of shotguns, and fits into the slot 

regular checks, there have been 
situations where inspections turn 
up some disastrous condition, such 
as a bridge that has (surprise) major 
structural deficiency and requires 
immediate load reduction or closure 
prior to repair. You would think 
that inspections discover such 
deterioration in the earliest stages, 
but perhaps the failure to sufficiently 
examine or verify, or stretch out the 
schedule, and here is your critical 
need for overhaul. Unforeseen 
conditions such as moisture and 
windblown detritus can influence 
the rate of deterioration or failure but 
let us hope the other less common 
situations are accounted for, such as 
galvanic action of dissimilar metals 

seen in the bolt top at the blue line 
(see picture 1). When in place there 
is minimal side gap, and it pivots 
on a screw that enters through the 
hole. The notch by the screw hole is 
where a small spring shoves up to 
pivot the hump out of the slot when 

Picture 1



the breech bolt is unlocked and is 
compressed when the bolt is closed 
and locked. At that time the firing 
pin is not blocked for hammer fall/
impact travel and firing, but if the 
bolt is open slightly, it is meant to 
block the pin in case of accidental 
hammer fall to stop from firing 
out of battery (unlocked position). 
Discharge when slightly unlocked is 
also detrimental to the mechanical 
locking faces, like a rounded off 
nut and loose wrench fit failure. 
The large side face area with close 
clearance makes an accumulation 
of crud and old lube gone sticky 
act to prevent the safety actuation 
under what is now insufficient 
spring pressure when the bolt is 
unlocked, so it can’t perform the 
function as designed. Sticky failure 
in this situation prevents safe 
operation, and we would prefer 
a failure prevents firing, instead. 
Plenty of striker fired pistols with 
firing pin blocks have the same 
crud-induced possibility of sticking 
in the unblocked position. That’s 
correct; some super-safe designs 
are dependent on a certain level 
of cleanliness to provide that safe 
function.
 A shooter brought in his rifle for 
repair, though it had been OK the last 
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Under New Ownership
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(217) 774-9591

couple of years before, now it had 
fired when he just closed the bolt. The 
trigger housing had plenty of old lube 
and crud mixture that could have had 
some residue from the manufacturer 
about 4 decades ago, note at the red 
arrows the shiny build-up capable 
of inhibiting parts movement. (See 
picture 2) The intermediary arm 
between the striker and sear is to the 
right showing both sides as removed, 
covered with crud and old sticky 
lubricant. Another one is shown 
installed in the middle housing at the 
left facing out and note there is just a 
thin gap left between that part and the 
housing sides, adjacent to the yellow 
lines. The space could not accept an 
.008” blade without causing bind, 
so the room for any contamination 
is rather slim. The blue arrow at the 
left end points to the bolt release 
lever that (along with the bolt stop 
especially) was also similarly sticky 
and prevented bolt removal of the 
rifle in question. The bottom housing 
shows the top end of a trigger, and it 
must function in those same narrow 
confines, so if stickiness is present, 
pulling the trigger may cause it to 
remain in that pulled orientation 
(or have creeping or slow return) if 
the return spring cannot overcome 
the adhesion. Pulled trigger stuck 
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back, push off the safety, BANG. 
That intermediate arm, if sticky, 
when pulling the trigger otherwise 
working normally, could hold fast for 
a moment or two and make a delay in 
firing, so pulling the trigger and no 
bang, but a second or longer later, 
BANG. Nice surprise at the sight-in 
bench, to be sure. Someone adjusting 
the trigger to lighten the pull is even 
more vulnerable to such an event, 
since the spring has less tension for 
trigger return.
 When comparing these two types 
of trigger assembly designs, note 
that the ones to the left have most 
of the parts inside of or attached to 
a housing, while the type to the right 
has pin holes that hold those parts 
to slots in the frame (see picture 3). 
Those areas by the green brackets, 
when within a slot, do not have 
nearly so much surface that can be 
affected by crud lube stickiness, so 
potentially less vulnerable to those 

specific conditions described here. 
There have been times that the tip 
of that trigger style could get stuck 
inside a bent or poorly fitted trigger 
guard and prevent trigger return, so 
when a striker restraining safety on 
a bolt gets flipped off safe with the 
trigger stuck at the pulled location, 
it fires at that moment, just like the 
other failures here. Those trigger 
styles, by not being inside a housing, 
may be more vulnerable to incidental 
impact that could bend the trigger, 
and then binding might be created 
from another condition. Plenty of 
rifle replacement triggers come in 
a housing design, so those makers 
must think that the improved fit 
potential with parts held inside beats 
the downside of easier sticking if 
crudded too much. Every design will 
have some sort of trade-offs, just 
pick what is more important: crud 
resistance, precision, cost, or ...

Picture 3Picture 2
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 Get ready for some fun action.
 The dog days of summer are 
nearing their end but the boat traffic on 
the inland lakes is still at its peak.  This 
is the perfect time to start watching 

the weather and planning your days to 
chase some big king salmon. 
 Just around the corner we can 
expect the West winds will begin to 
blow. This blow will move the warm 
surface water of Lake Michigan away 
from the shoreline and bring the 
cooler water in.  With this cool water 
comes the baitfish and not far behind 
them are the predators.
 The late summer, early fall months 
are the time of year that the 4-year 
old Kings come back to their release 
points (local harbors and streams) to 
go thru the spawning motions.  This 
will offer you the opportunity to catch 
these freight trains of the water.  No 
need for expensive trolling equipment 
or specialized gear.  A rod, some baits, 
good electronics and a good net man 
is all you need.   
 Lake Michigan’s fishery started 
off with the Lake Trout then an 
invasive species entered the equation, 
the Alewife. This baitfish soon became 
very populated and the King/Chinook 
Salmon were introduced not just to 
help control the alewife population, 
but as a sport fish.  
 On the Illinois/Wisconsin side 

By Cory Yarmuth
Legend-outdoors.com

COLD WATER 
AND KING 
SALMON

we do not have a very 
high, if any, percentage 
of natural reproduction 
of the Chinook, so each 
year there are millions 
stocked in the harbors 
up and down the 
shoreline.  Harbors such 
as: Milwaukee, Racine, 
Kenosha, Waukegan, 
Belmont, Montrose, and 
Portage.  All of these 
harbors offer access to 
fisherman. 
 These 4-year old 
fish begin coming into 
the harbors as early as 
August and don’t finish until as late 
as the end of October.  Their natural 
instincts, as well as the cool water that 
wells up with the winds, draw them in.  
 There is a time late in the summer 
months when the conditions are right 
and the cooler water and baitfish are 
close to shore. Strong west winds 
early in the season bring these fish in 
closer chasing baitfish and this can 
offer up a great opportunity to tangle 
with one of these brutes. 
 The cool water will cause these 

fish to make a push into the shallow 
waters near the harbors earlier than 
you would expect.  With baitfish 
present these Kings have plenty of 
forage to feed on in their preparation 
for the annual migration.   The key 
to catching these fish is to locate the 
baitfish and you will find the Kings.
 Cool water will start to well 
up near shore with the West winds.  
These winds will push the warmer 
surface water away from shore and 
thus causing the cooler water that is 
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Author with a nice late summer King.
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underneath to well up and mix in the 
entire water column.  During these 
time periods the water can remain 
cool for several days and even weeks, 
however during the earlier months 
the duration is much shorter with the 
warmer days.
 The baitfish will create tight 
schools or Bait Balls in the cooler 
water.  These baitfish will move and 
follow the plankton as they feed.  
Following closely under them will be 
the Salmon and trout.  This is when 
good electronics come into play.  Your 
electronics will allow you to find the 
cooler water and then the bait balls.  
No bait = no fish.  
 Gearing up can be very simple.  
A spinning rod in the 7’ to 9’ range 
is typically best. Something like an 
8’ 6” rod in a medium weight with 
a fast tip.  The longer rod offers you 
the ability to use lighter line as well 
as have better leverage on these large 
fish so that you are able to land a larger 
percentage of them.  Top this rod off 
with a spinning reel as it is much 
easier to cast long distances and they 
typically have larger spool capacities. 

 Typically, reels are spooled up with 
12lb mono, however braided line is 
often necessary to target these fish.  The 
no stretch of the line and its abrasion 
resistance make this ideal for situations 
near rocks and piers.  The braided line 
can be tricky to get used to as it can 
often result in pulled hooks from the 
fish, but it allows you constant contact 
with your presentation.  The braid also 
gives you a much better hookset when 
fishing deeper running baits.
 As far as lures go an assortment of 
spoons in the ½ to ¾ oz in Little Cleo 
style, krocodile style, and wobbler 
style. These spoons come in an 
assortment of colors, but three colors 
that are popular would be: all silver, 
all gold, and a glow style.  These 
early fish are relating to the schools of 
baitfish so anything that may imitate a 
wounded minnow works quite well. 
 A very effective method to use is 
tying on a ¼ to 3/8 oz jig head and 
tipping that with a 5” Berkley gulp 
Jerk Shad in white.  This can be 
worked in the entire water column and 
is a very versatile presentation.  Make 
sure to use a darter style head that also 

has a heavy wire hook.  These fish 
will straighten most hooks out within 
the first run or two of the fight.
 The jigging method has proved, 
over the years, to be one of the more 
productive methods to target these 
feeding kings.   Rigging is easy and 
the technique is not hard to pick up.  
Once the baitfish have been located 
you should be able to pick up the 
marks of fish on your graph.  This 
will offer you an opportunity to judge 
what depth you should be running 
your baits.   
 A snap jig and slow fall will really 
get these fish to strike aggressively, 
however there are times when a 
swimming presentation can dominate.   
Don’t be afraid to change up the action 
that you give your jig.  The change in 
retrieves will allow you to key in on 
what these fish are looking for.
 The strike of a fish is not very 
difficult to distinguish.  Once you have 
a King hit your presentation you will 
certainly know that you are in for a 
battle.  With drag screaming runs and 
aerobatic leaps these fish will certainly 
test your equipment and skill.  

 Keep your eye on the weather 
and winds, watch the forecasts for the 
future and have your gear ready to go.  
A few days of west wind can create 
some great memories out on the lake, 
memories that will last a lifetime.
 Most of all have fun and don’t 
forget when you walk out that door for 
your fishing trip take the most important 
part of your gear, Your Kid!  Keep the 
fishing tradition alive in our youth!

Author with another nice late summer King.
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SHOSHONE RIVER TROUT 
BECKON ANGLERS
By Tom Berg

 Not too long ago, my family and 
I were in the middle of an incredible 
trip out west.  We visited and explored 
a lot of places, but one of my favorites 
was the area in and around Cody, 
Wyoming.  We had never been to 
Cody before but had heard that it 
was beautiful country.  We were not 
disappointed!
 I was intent on doing some 
serious trout fishing in the Cody area, 
so I went online to help with my trip 
planning.  A quick search suggested 
that I contact Tim Wade at North Fork 
Anglers fly shop right in downtown 
Cody.  Tim is the owner, and he and 
his staff run the best outfitting and 
fishing guide service in the area.  After 
a few conversations, I was scheduled 

to fish with Tim on the North Fork of 
the Shoshone River.
 I met Tim at his fly shop on the 
appointed morning, and we headed 
out of town towards Yellowstone.  
The Shoshone River flows through 
some gorgeous country between 
Yellowstone National Park and 
Cody, and as we drove along the 
river, I couldn’t help but gaze in 
wonder at the natural beauty.  Snow-
capped mountain peaks rose up 
majestically in the distance.  Nearer 
at hand there were orange and brown 
rocky bluffs, pine-covered hillsides 
and strange rock formations jutting 
up everywhere.  Through all of it, the 
meandering Shoshone River flowed 
noisily over rounded boulders, river 
rock and huge beds of pea-sized 
pebbles.
 We stopped at one bend in the 
river and got out the flyrods.  Tim 
gave me a quick lesson on the best 

way to drift a nymph in the swift 
current of the Shoshone, and then we 
got to work.  Well, that’s what I call 
it when my wife asks.  Tim had tied a 
small red strike indicator a couple of 
feet above the fly, and on the first cast 
a good-sized rainbow trout rose to the 
surface and took a look at it!  Wow!
 I was sure I would catch the 
rainbow on the next cast, but several 
drifts later I was still waiting for a hit.  
When I did get a strike, I was surprised 
by a mountain whitefish rather than 
a rainbow trout.  It was sleek, silver 
and full of energy, and after a photo 
we released it.  A few casts later I did 
catch the rainbow.  He was 14 or 15 
inches long and absolutely gorgeous.  
Another photo or two and he was 
released, too.
 I missed a few other strikes, and 
when the action slowed, we moved on 
to another one of Tim’s favorite spots.  
The current was really strong due 

to all of the snowmelt that was still 
coming down out of the mountains, 
and Tim said that in a few days the 
water would be perfect.  It thought it 
was pretty good already!
 In the next spot I caught my 
first cut-bow trout.  Cut-bows are a 
cross between a rainbow trout and a 
cutthroat trout.  They resemble both 
parents, but they are super-charged 
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Expert fly fisherman Tim Wade admires a 
beautiful Yellowstone cutthroat trout before 

releasing it.  Photo by Tom Berg.
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by something biologists call hybrid 
vigor.  For all of us non-biologists, 
it simply means that they fight like 
crazy!  I had swapped the original 
nymph that I was using for a huge fly 
that Tim called a Yuk-Bug.  It was big 
and gaudy and had long white rubber 
legs sticking out on both sides.  That 
cut-bow sure thought it looked good!  
He was 16 or 17 inches long, but he 
fought like he was twice that size.  I 
admired him for a few seconds and 
then released him to fight another day.
 We continued fishing spots along 
the river where the current slowed 
a bit, and we caught fish at most of 
them.  Tim was a great instructor.  
After a quick lunch break, we went 
back to work, and shortly afterwards I 
caught my first Yellowstone cutthroat 
trout.  It was beautiful. It had a slight 
yellowish cast to it and plenty of dark 
spots, along with a pink gill plate and 
the characteristic bright red slash-
mark on its throat.  We took a few 
more photos, and then another quick 
release.
 The fishing was excellent, the 
company was first-class and the 
surrounding scenery was stunning.  
We caught and released several more 
cutthroats and rainbows, all while 
admiring the fantastic landscape all 
around us.  Tim Wade is extremely 
lucky to have such a beautiful office 
to work in, and I can’t wait for the 
chance to make a return trip.
 If catching wild trout on a fly on 
one of the premier trout waters in the 
country piques your interest, be sure 
to give Tim Wade a call at 307-527-
7274 or visit his website at www.
northforkanglers.com.  He has been 
a successful trout fishing guide here 
for more than 30 years, and he is 
definitely one of the best!
 There are plenty of other things 
(besides fishing) for the family to do 
in the Cody area, too.  You can visit 
Yellowstone National Park, do some 
hiking or horseback riding, go to the 
famous Cody Rodeo, visit the Buffalo 
Bill Historical Center (5 museums all 
in one), and much more.  Check out 
the website for the Cody/Yellowstone 
area: www.visityellowstonecountry.
com.  There are plenty of adventures 
to be discovered here, and this site will 
help point you in the right direction.

Fishing the Shoshone River in Wyoming is something every avid fly 
angler should put on their bucket list.  Photo by Tom Berg.

Yellowstone cutthroat trout are stunning fish with plenty of color.  
Photo by Tom Berg
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Meet this Story’s Characters
 When I tell stories about growing up 
in western Pennsylvania, Midwesterners 
assume I hailed from inner-city wherever. 
Johnstown was a steel and coal mining 
town. Going to school was like asking 
for a kick in the pants. The front of your 
pants. Teachers were tough; they paddled 
often and often for nothing. Coaches were 
tougher. Classmates weren’t much nicer, 
and nearly every question a teen could 
ask was met with a smart alec rhetorical 
response by your father or your buddy’s 
father. Most boys lived with a “fight or 
flight” response button sewed on their 
sleeves. Don’t get me wrong, we had our 

fun, but there was a new hierarchy to figure 
out around every bend. And in western PA, 
there’s a bend every hundred yards. 
 Thirty-five years after high school, 
I returned to collect trout, memories, and 
write this article. It was as if time stood still. 
 Introducing fly guide Robert Bizak. 
The Huntingdon harasser tells me with 
pride he’s been called a lot of names, but 
that I can call him “Bob” today. “King Bob” 
might be a southern nickname intended 
to honor the bobwhite quail specie, but 
spending just minutes with this Keystoner 
you’d swear you’d met fly fishing royalty. 
Bob knows everyone, everywhere, and 
he’s out-fished, out-lasted, and in my 

summation, out-bullshitted every other 
man in the region. I had heard so many 
Catholic jokes in one day that this Baptist 
was begging for a confessional by noon. 
Hmm, feels like a family reunion. 
 Bizak is likable. His grandpa-grey 
hair softens his honest, but straightforward 
and gruff approach. “When I retell a day’s 
stories, my wife asks if I really talked that 
way to my clients. I tell her, ‘to the gents, 
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yes. We only have so much time and they’re 
here to learn something or I wouldn’t be 
guiding.’” This is a trustworthy statement 
if you want to get old-schooled in fishing. 
Bob will tell you everything you want, 
don’t want or need to know, and carefully 
break it down into steps and illustrations. 
Coming from a teacher I can assure you 
… he’s a professor. 
 I brought along another educator 
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from Virginia. His name is Dave. Cut from 
similar cloth we decided soon enough 
that if we didn’t get a few shots in on the 
“Beezer” and keep him humble, this cat 
was gonna’ own us. I guess I deserved 
a couple of those paddlings in middle 
school after all. 
  
Understanding Trout Habitat
 From the moment I called Bob till the 
time we left his presence a week later, it 
was clear that we would not be artfully 
casting a fairy-like fly and gracefully 
presenting it to rising trout on a hot June 
day. And with the spring hatches behind 
us, most guys pack it in till fall cools the 
streams. Midge mania was on. Spring 
Creek up in Centre County was a bust 
the day before. Statistically, it is fished 
34 percent more than any other creek in 
the state and most trout have their Ph.D.’s 
from nearby Penn State. 
 Yellow Creek, on the other hand, is 
less pressured and locals have their hot 
spots to share if a once-over deems you 
worthy of the tip. Then you’re called 
“buddy.” Everybody’s, “Hey buddy.” The 
next day, with morning shade, I accurately 
guessed the water temp at 63 degrees 
on the dot. Not to be outdone, Robert 
challenged a “best out of three” before 
testing the water and conceding the bet. 
 With such a rainy spring every body 

of water was brimming. Trout prefer 
currents traveling 1 foot per second and 
slower waters allow fish to expend the 
least amount of energy in finding food like 
invertebrates and aquatic insects. Many 
rainbow and brook streams will find you 
fishing just inches deep while 2-6 feet in 
depth is the average feeding water. When 
water is a little higher, fish the banks for 
shallow pockets and slower runs.
 Remember, trout gravitate to those 
locations providing security, comfortable 
water temperatures, oxygen, and food. 
Look for riffles at the shallow heads 
of structures like rocks and debris and 
the smooth waters on the backsides of 
slightly deeper pools. Seams are where 
two currents come together and differ in 
speeds breaking around structures. You’re 
likely to find a hangout just inside the 
slower runs. 

Short-line Nymphing
 That brings me to this simple theory 
called “short-line nymphing.” Also known 
as “euro-nymphing,” this technique was 
first introduced to America on a public 
scale after the advent of the U.S. Fly 
Fishing Team in the early ’90s. Our team 
was introduced to it by a Polish gentleman 
named Vladi Trebinski. 
 Not exactly pretty, but effective. The 
advantages are better line control, quicker 

hook-sets, and more casts and time in the 
water. “So many fellas are shooting long 
casts and losing that line sensitivity at 30 
yards out,” says Bizak. 
 So the gist goes like this: Cast straight 
upstream 5-10 yards at the most. Or better 
yet, quarter upstream to avoid drag/excess 
line. Same as traditional flying, you never 
want drag on the flies or nymphs and your 
presentation needs to match the natural 
movement of insects drifting along in 
the water. Easily spooked, trout know 
what they want, and a nibble is his way 

of hitting the breaks, alerting himself 
something isn’t natural. 
 With an outstretched arm, keep your 
rod tip up and your line tight, following 
the natural drift without pulling the line. 
Concentrate on that in-line cloth sighter 
(aka above water indicator) and be ready 
for a strike. While some folks retain a more 
upright stance after casting, like Dave, I 
tend to bend and reach towards my target. 
It’s whatever feels good for you. 

Continued on page 76

Bob Bizak instructing educator Dave Morris 
at Yellow Creek in central Pennsylvania.

The San Juan Worm might be the 
best option in your fly bullpen.

Matt England with England Expeditions shared these great photos of clients with some Lake Shelbyville Crappie. 
Call Matt at 217-520-3653 or email him at matt@englandexpeditions.com.
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THE OTHER 
SIDE
The general rule is most of us have 
a dominant side.  I know that I am 
right-handed, and my dominant eye 
is also, the right one.  I even have a 
dominant foot and ear (who knew).  
Between 70-90% of the population 

is right-handed.  Of the remaining 
10%, 1% is ambidextrous.
 At the end of the day, it really 
doesn’t matter what side is dominant 
EXCEPT if for some reason that side 
has become weakened.  Reason for 
weakness can be caused by an injury, 
stroke, nerve damage and even age.  
Many times, this requires setting up 
a schedule with a physical therapist 
to rebuild strength on the damaged 
side.  Sometimes bowhunters when 
purchasing a new bow or when they 
first pick up the sport learn that their 
dominant eye is not the same as their 
dominant hand/arm.  In this case 
archers need to retrain themselves 
to use the non-dominant side of the 
body.  Whether shooting for score or 
for putting meat in the freezer success 
means using the correct eye.  
 Why wait until you are under a 
doctor’s care because of an injury or 
accident or till the pro helping you 
get set up that new bow decides to 
check your eye dominance.  There are 
actually health and mental benefits 
when we mix things up and move out 
of our comfort zone.    It keeps your 
brain and body from getting lazy.  My 
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personal example of keeping your 
brain sharp is how my husband and 
I sleep.  At home he uses the right 
size of the bed, I have the left.  But, 
when we are at the cabin, we switch 
sides.  No longer do either of us 
automatically roll out of bed in the 
morning.  We need to activate our 
brains and correctly choose what side 
of the bed we are on.   It’s like an early 
morning brain teaser.
 The dominant side gets more 
training and therefore becomes 
stronger.  It effects how you throw 
a ball, how you step up and down 
a curb, even how you carry a bag 
of groceries.  It even can influence 
decision making as pointed out in the 
following research.
 David Casasanto at Stanford 
University did an experiment by 
asking a control group to hire 
personnel based on a brief description 
from a list of applicants arranged in 
two columns.  Apparently most chose 
résumés from the column on their 
dominant side.  Since I am right-side 
dominant, I am starting to wonder 
how often I have chosen a less healthy 
meal because it was on the right side 

of the menu at my favorite restaurant.  
 Here are some simple and easy 
tasks you can do to build up strength 
on that weaker side.

Non-Dominant Hand. Writing is 
something most of us do every day 
from making out a grocery list or 
signing a document.  Now try first 
picking up a pen or pencil with your 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

Using a bow trainer or your bow will aid in 
transition to your non-dominate side.
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non-dominant hand and putting them 
to paper.  Movements are clumsier 
and harder to control.  Initial attempts 
are usually illegible.  Try making 
circles or just drawing a straight line. 
The more often you do this, the better 
you will become.  Most likely the 
quality of the script will never equal 
that produced by your dominant hand, 
but it will be legible.  Other simple 
tasks using your non-dominant hand 
would be:
• Brushing your teeth.
• Combing your hair.
• Buttering toast.
• Turning on the faucet.
• Using your computer mouse.
• Opening a door or even a jar.
•  Wearing your watch on opposite wrist.

Non-Dominant Foot.  If you aren’t 
sure which foot is dominant, close 
your eyes and place your feet together.  
Have a friend/partner push you gently 
forward.  The foot you step out first 
with to catch you from falling is 
typically the dominant foot.  So, what 
can be done to strengthen it.  
•  Ascend or descend stairs/curb starting 

with the less dominant foot.

•  When standing at a 
kitchen counter (or 
any counter) shift 
your weight to 
the non-dominant 
foot/leg.

•  Put your non-
dominant leg into 
the trouser first so 
that you have to 
stand on that leg 
longer to get the 
dominant leg in.  
This will help in 
giving you better 
balance as well.  

 
Weight training. When training 
use free weights such as dumbbells 
or barbells.  Start out with the non-
dominant arm and quit when it 
becomes fatigued so that the last rep 
will be done using that side.  Using 
resistant bands or tubes are good for 
those of us who don’t have a gym 
membership or would rather workout 
at home.  Before you realize it, that 
side will catch up in strength to the 
dominant side.  Years ago, I purchased 
a Bowtrainer and use it for those times 

when I am not actively hunting to 
keep my muscles toned.  
 Spring resistant hand grips and 
rubber balls will also aid in adding 
strength to the hand for gripping and 
holding.  
 Lift things by pinching the 
between your thumb and extended 
fingers.  This simple task increases 
pinch strength which results in 
stronger fingers for pinching and 
gripping.    
 You don’t need to be a rock 
climber or weightlifter to benefit from 

having a stronger grip.  It will make 
opening that jar of pickles or even 
climbing into your deer stand easier in 
the long run.  Don’t get frustrated and 
quit because practice and persistence 
will pay off, just as it did when you 
finally hit the bullseye.  
 So, until next month take your 
daughter, granddaughter or niece 
bowhunting.

Free weights help build strength 
in your non-dominate side

Grips help build strength in your hand.
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IMAGINE . . .

sense for the minimum legal power for deer 
size game. For the record the TKO rate is 10. 
Enter the Egg Heads with new math ways to 
evaluate terminal ballistics that somehow 
always go back to the original thought, one 
way or the other.
 Many states now just say any centerfire 
cartridge is legal for deer. Legal but not 
recommended. As for me I have great 
disrespect for the .243 and 6mm calibers. 
One bad experience after another led my 

THE POWER 
STRUGGLE
By John Simeone

experience to deduce this, even after the 
mystical magical perfect shot placement. 
It’s not all about shot placement.
 You can study shot placement 
forever and make a perfect shot with an 
adequate caliber, only to watch your quarry 
dash into the nearest briar patch and a 
miserable tracking job is on. Why did this 
happen you ask? Because you used the 
wrong bullet.
 It would seem ammunition 
companies finally got the message that 
heavily constructed soft point bullets were 
shooting right through deer imparting very 
little shock effect to the life support system 
of a Deer. On the other hand the customer 
didn’t want a meat grenade that spoils too 
much venison. That is not an easy task.
 So, what rifle and cartridge combination 

KICKAPOO CREEK SUPPLY
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“Do you really need all 
that power on a Deer?”    

 That’s a good question. Standards 
are in general much higher in the power 
department than actually necessary. 
Funny how opinions differ in the minds of 
experts. Out West individuals are allegedly 
dropping Elk at unbelievable range with 
the 6.5 Creedmoor. This while the State 
of Kentucky disallows the use of a 6.5 for 
Elk and Black Bear. It’s Ok for Deer and 
Predators, as are any centerfire cartridge. 
The same goes for Louisiana.
 I don’t trust theory or standard bullet 
energy charts, only field experience. Each 
season I get a little better and a little 
more experienced. That’s why I lean on 
my own experience as well as Pondoro 
Talor, the famous Elephant Hunter. Taylor’s 
knock out rate centered on large African 
safari rifles, but it works for deer rifles too if 
you do a little study.
 The old standard I remember from 
Arkansas was the 243 Winchester. It made 

305 grain Lehigh Controlled Fracturing Bullet.
at over 2000 feet per second. No Buck has ever 
made an extra step after a hit with the 45-70.

This little buck and another like it fell DRT to a 
downloaded .223 rifle. Go figure. That 52 grain 
bullet at 2400 fps only has a TKO of 3 points.

The perfect lung shot, Hornady 90 grain SST in a 
6mm Remington, one thousand yards later after the 
infamous “Plastic Pass Through,” we found the Buck.
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is recommended for the new deer hunter? 
Well, it depends on a lot of things. It’s mostly 
the shooter. That question remains what the 
shooter can handle. A stout 10-year-old boy 
or girl can handle a .223 or a .243 and I 
know from experience these will kill a deer. 
The point is you run a risk of losing the deer, 
as neither leave a decent blood trail.
 So, it’s not a matter of power, its bullet 
diameter. For example, a 357-magnum 
carbine punches a decent hole but is not 
all that powerful. However, if you keep 
your shots under 100 yards, you will find 
it’s enough gun. Up that carbine to a 44 
magnum and that buck isn’t going anywhere. 
 The trend is 30 caliber, and it makes 
good sense. A 30 carbine isn’t enough, and 
a 300 Winchester magnum is too much or so 

the story goes. They both will work but are on 
two ends of the spectrum. I have 4 favorite 30 
calibers and they are all more than adequate. 
The 7.62x39 in a modern bolt action like 
the CZ-527 is one sweet little lightweight 
rifle. The trick is to ignore Russian made 
ammunition just using American made 
hunting ammo. What you have then is the 
Russian version of the 30-30.
 Then we have 30-30 Winchester. It 
was my first deer rifle and it worked very 
well. In the last few years, I started hunting 
again with the 30-30 in a Henry All Weather 
carbine. The top ammo is Underwood 
with Lehigh controlled chaos bullets, 
Winchester “Deer Season” and Hornady 
Leverevolution. Of course there is that 
Green box stuff, oh well, smoke them if you 
got them. One thing the hunter that uses a 
7.62x39 or a 30-30 should keep shots inside 
200 yards.
 The last pair of the 4 horsemen is the 
.308 Winchester and the 30-06 Springfield.  
In reality there is very little difference in 
performance. You now have a projectile 
going out the barrel from 2500 to 3000 feet 
per second. Practicality and ethics make the 
range 300 yards but of course they will go a 
might further.  It is here bullet construction is 
critical. On Deer you want a fast-expanding 
bullet to put the knock down power in the 
target and not the opposite hillside. There is 
no such thing as an all-round bullet for all 
big game.
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 On high intensity cartridges I draw 
the line at the 7mm Remington Magnum 
as a practical deer cartridge. Other 7mm 
cartridges such as the 280 Remington, and 
7mm/08 give you those choices of the in 
between calibers of the status quo. It is the 
choice for the long-range hunter, depending 
on the talent of the rifleman.
 As for the Deer hunter there are 
many more projectiles as well as many 
platforms to use to fire them. The one deer 
cartridge that stands out for me is the oldest 
and highly effective. Within the 200-yard 
mark it is proper for any North American 
game, not to mention any African game as 
well. It’s all how you load the good old 45-
70. Strange as it may seem it’s not hard on 
edible meat, however in its lowest power 
loading it will flatten the biggest buck in the 
country.
 If you scout the area, you will be 
hunting you may encounter two different 
scenarios. During a morning hunt if your 
deer runs after the shot, you have all day to 
find it. A 30-30 class rifle is just fine if the 
range is proper, When the Sun goes down 
the need for extra power goes up. I for one, 
don’t want to leave a deer in the woods 
overnight, the Coyotes or the Hogs will find 
it first. Subsequently I will uncase the 30-06 
or the 45-70 for extra insurance....Pass it on.

The 308 Winchester is pretty close to perfect for 
the deer Hunter.

A DRT with a Hornady 325 grain flex tip 
45-70 not a lot of expansion but the Buck still 

dropped to the shot.

The Bobcat wouldnt turn away even after a warning 
shot. The 325 grain flex tip did not expand at all at 

7yards, another Plastic Pass through.
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CAPTAIN Mike Smith. “CO-CHI-1” Charters, 

P.O. Box 43, Winthrop Harbor, IL  60096 

MEL’S SPORTING GOODSMEL’S SPORTING GOODS

618.662.8663618.662.8663

• Custom Built Bowstrings
• Pro Shop
• Indoor Range
•  NOW SELLING                

FIREARMS!

HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 10am - 7pm

Sat 9am - 3pm

520 S. Elm • Flora, IL 62839
Rt 50 to Flora, Main St. South over tracks, right at 3-story Self Storage

 Squirrel season opens in late summer 
throughout most of the United States and 
stays open well into winter. With a liberal 
bag limit, months of hunting to be enjoyed 
by both young and old alike and with more 
than enough squirrels to go around there is 
sure to be non-stop hunting action. 
 The opening day of squirrel season can 
prove to be tougher than you might think. 
With the trees still full of leaves it can be 
hard to spot the squirrels. Not to mention 
having to contend with the sweltering 
heat of September that is possible, the 

mosquitoes looking for a quick meal and 
the sticky cobwebs that seem to jump 
out of nowhere and paste to your face as 
you navigate your way through the dense 
woods. All of these things are almost 
enough to make some hunters wait another 
month or so before venturing out on a 
squirrel hunt.  But the hunter who waits is 
missing on out some great hunting action.
 Some hunters enjoy the challenge 
of using a scoped .22 caliber rifle. With 
a rifle a headshot is the most sought 
after shot. The squirrel quickly dies, and 
no meat is damaged. When it comes to 
shotguns the 410 and 20 gauges are the 
most widely used. The 12 gauge will 
work fine, but all that firepower is not 
required.  My weapon of choice is a 
20-guage pump with either No. 8 or No. 
6 shot size. Again try to aim for the head 
for the animal when using a scattergun, 
but some shot will unavoidably still reach 

SQUIRREL SEASON IS FAST APPROACHING
By Jason Houser

the body.  I prefer the shotgun because not 
all shots will be at a stationary target, and 
I like knowing that I can harvest a squirrel 
as it leaps from one tree to the next.
 When it comes to the action of the 
shotgun decision is up to the individual 
hunter’s preference. A semi-automatic 
is fine, but not necessary. I use a pump 
action just because that is what I am 
used to carrying while deer and upland 
bird hunting. Very seldom will a hunter 
need more than one shot. After the first 
shot most squirrels in the area will take 
to cover for the next few minutes waiting 
for the danger to pass by. For that reason, 
a lot of hunters are comfortable to carry 
nothing more than a lightweight single 
shot with them.
 Wearing camouflage clothing is up to 
the individual hunter. When I am squirrel 
hunting, I normally wear camouflage 
pants, shirt, and hat. I do not see the need 
to wear camo gloves or a facemask like 
I do when bow hunting deer. More times 
than I can remember while gun hunting 
for whitetails, I have had squirrels come 
within a couple of feet of me. Close 

enough that I was a little anxious that a 
mad squirrel might attack me. This all 
happened while wearing a blaze orange 
vest and hat. I believe a hunter that 
remains still stands the best chance to 
harvest his limit of squirrels, but I do not 
chance it. I still wear my camouflage.

River’s Bend Reproduction’sRiver’s Bend Reproduction’s
Fish Replica ArtistFish Replica Artist

You catch them, take a picture and release 
and we do the rest.

Contact us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
Rivers-Bend-Reproductions-111345391633668/

Or email us at riversbendreproductions@gmail.com

Squirrel season is right around the corner. 
Get out and enjoy it.



August 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  69

EARLY TACTICS
 Like I wrote earlier the beginning of 
the season will find the trees still full of 
leaves. This will make it difficult to spot 
the squirrels. Hunting the midday hours is 
not my preference. The heat is not worth 
it to me, and the squirrels feel the same 
way. They tend to stay in their nest during 
the heat of the day. 
 The best time to be in the woods is 
from dawn till a couple of hours later and 
again at a couple of hours from dusk until 
legal shooting hours are over.
 I like to get up early, fill my thermos 
full of coffee, and set up in a location 
that has several hickory trees close by. 
I do not move from one location to the 
next. Squirrels cannot resist hickory-
nuts and will eventually come for their 
favorite meal. At times you will be 
frustrated because all you can hear is 
barking from the squirrels hidden from 
view. Try coaxing the squirrels within 
view by using a barking squirrel call. 
This might be all you need to get them 
to show themselves. Also, use the call 
after you have shot. Squirrels will retreat 
out of harm’s way upon hearing the gun 
blast. Hearing the squirrel call will cause 
other squirrels to believe the coast is 
clear and they will come out, ready to 
socialize with the other squirrels.
 Because the temperatures can be hot, 

even shortly after sunrise, there is the 
question with what care should be taken 
with your kill to ensure it does not spoil.
 There are three options:  Simply do 
nothing until you return home; field-dress 
the animal; completely field-dress and 
skin the animal. It is fine to do nothing 
until you get home within the next thirty 
minutes or so. Any longer than that and 
you should at the very least field-dress 
the animal. There is a good chance that 
a squirrel being shot with a shotgun has 
been gut shot and vile fluids are tainting 
the meat causing it to go rancid, much 
like that of a gut shot whitetail. For that 
reason, I like to field-dress the critter. I 
also carry a couple 1-liter pop bottles, 
filled with water. That way I can wash 
out the body cavities. Since you will not 
be moving around early in the season 
the added bulk is not that big of a deal. 
The only reason to skin the squirrel after 
the shot is that a freshly killed squirrel 
is much easier to skin compared to one 
that has been dead for any period of time. 
How you tend to the animal after it has 
been shot is something each hunter must 
decide for himself or herself.

LATE SEASON TACTICS
 The early season tactics are still 
productive during the morning and 
evening hours as the season progresses. 

But this is also the time that can be good 
at any hour of the day.
 Slowly walking through the woods, 
stopping frequently to listen and watch 
will often give the location of squirrels 
away. The sound of a squirrel breaking a 
hickory-nut is hard to miss.
 Even when snow covers the ground 
squirrels will still have to get out of their 
nest. There will always be the need for 
food and water. Do not put your gun 
up just because the temperatures have 
dipped, and snow blankets the ground. 
This type of hunting might be just what 
you need to break the cabin fever.
 Of course, the first reason I hunt the 
squirrel is for the wonderful food they 
provide and for the enjoyment. Besides 
being a hunter, I am also a trapper. Canines 
love an easy meal. I use the carcass and 
intestines as bait at my canine sets. I do 
not use the tails as bait though. Instead, I 
sell the tails to Mepps fishing lures where 
they use the hair from the squirrel’s tails 
for their buck tail fishing lures. If I have 
enough squirrels stockpiled for trapping, I 
then begin skinning out the squirrels like I 

would a raccoon. After skinning, fleshing, 
stretching, and drying a good squirrel 
hide will fetch a couple of dollars.
 Do not get the cabin blues this fall. 
Squirrel season is right around the corner.

Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

6771 State Hwy 42/57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Call for pricing & instructions Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Central

Email: yostfur@gmail.com

920-743-7162  • www.yostfurdressing.com

Hair-on Deer Hides $125
Natural Buckskin $115

HIPPO | RHINO | ELEPHANT | CAPE BUFFALO
ALLIGATOR | CROCODILE AND MANY OTHERS

CUSTOM LEATHER & HAIR-ON TANNING
MOOSE | DEER | ELK | COW | BUFFALO 

O
T

T
E

R
 | 

B
E

A
V

E
R

 | 
B

A
D

G
E

R
B

O
B

C
A

T
 | 

S
K

U
N

K

B
E

A
R

 | M
T

N
. LIO

N
 | C

O
Y

O
T

E
 

R
A

C
C

O
O

N
 | FO

X

Mepps purchases squirrel tails to be used in 
the manufacture of their fishing lures.
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ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
bryan.camper@gmail.com

www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

BRINGING HOME YOUR FIRST PUPPY SHOULD INVOLVE 
PROPER PREPARATION AND EXPECTATIONS TO MAKE A 
POSITIVE EXPERIENCE FOR BOTH YOU AND YOUR DOG.

preparation work will go a long way 
toward ensuring a successful transition into 
your home and building a solid foundation 
for your new bird dog.

Supplies for a New Puppy
 As with any other hobby, there is no 
end to the gear that you can purchase for 
your new dog. Whether you want to dive 
in feet-first or pace yourself a bit, there are 
some essential items to have on day one.
 An appropriately-sized dog crate is 
important to keep your pup out of trouble 
when unsupervised as well as accelerate 

your house-training efforts. Dogs are 
usually unwilling to soil their living area 
whenever possible, so confining them to 
a crate helps them to develop the muscle 
control required to “hold it” in between 
yard outings. This also means that the crate 
must be small enough to not allow the 
puppy to designate separate sleeping and 
toilet areas. Many brands offer a divider 
option, which will allow you to adjust the 
internal volume to grow with your puppy, 
rather than having to purchase multiple 
sizes.
 Food and food bowls are a given, but 
check with your breeder to ask what kind of 
puppy food the litter has been eating. You 
don’t need to continue feeding that food 
forever, but you’ll want to make a slow 

 You’ve done your research, picked 
the ideal dog breed, selected a reputable 
breeder, and now have a much-anticipated 
date circled on your calendar. Your new 
puppy will soon arrive in your home, full of 
unbridled potential and the uncanny ability 
to create chaos wherever it goes.
 The weeks before the new pup arrives 
are the best time to gather supplies, puppy-
proof your home, make an early puppy 
training and socialization plan, and—
perhaps most importantly—get the whole 
family on board with the plan. This early 

transition from one food to another. Ideally 
the breeder will send you home with a 
small amount to help with that transition, 
but it’s wise to have some on hand anyway.
 A flat-buckle collar and a leash will 
help you to have controlled outings with 
your new puppy. It’s too early for long 
walks, but never too early to start learning 
how to walk nicely on a leash. Help your 
puppy become comfortable with the idea of 
being restrained but also that leashed walks 
can lead to fun destinations.
 As evidenced by the scratches and 
punctures on your hands, your puppy is 
teething and needs somewhere safe to direct 
all that chewing energy. A small selection 
of chew toys will help focus all those bites 
into the correct outlet. Please be aware that 

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATSBLOOMINGTON MEATS

BERNADOTTE CAFE & BARBERNADOTTE CAFE & BAR

309-753-1910309-753-1910

FULL BAR * ALCOHOL NOW AVAILABLE
Bar and Food with outdoor seating on the Spoon River

Large Menu * NO Breakfast  * Sandwiches * Soups * Salads
Unique Dinner Items Such as Buffalo, Frog Legs and Turtle

Indoor & Outdoor Seating
Parties Welcome * Catering Available

(ask for brochure)
Open Most Holidays. Make Your Reservations!

Open Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00am – 8:30pm • Sunday: 11:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday • Bar open same days with extended hours

6500 E. Tarters Ferry Lane * Ipava, IL 61441

By Jennifer Wapenski
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all toys should only be played with under 
supervision. It sounds overdramatic, but a 
chunk can break off of any toy and cause an 
obstruction or choking hazard in a matter of 
seconds. Be safe rather than sorry and keep 
all play with toys supervised.
 Finally, a good enzymatic cleaner can 
work wonders for cleaning up after the 
puppy. Even the most vigilant owner can 
be surprised by a sudden mess, whether 
it’s urine, feces, vomit, or blood. Enzyme-
based cleaners are the best way to clean up 
any of these organic stains, plus eliminate 
odors so that the puppy will be less inclined 
to continue using the same spot as a toilet.

Puppy-Proof Your Home
 The law of puppies says that if it can 
fit in their mouth, it will go in their mouths. 
Therefore, it’s essential that you carefully 
assess your living area to make sure it’s 
safe for a puppy to live and play in.
 It’s a good idea to make a smaller area 
for the pup to access, rather than having 
unfettered access to your entire house. Use 
baby gates, an ex-pen, or furniture to block 
off a smaller area. This will prevent the 
puppy from identifying its own toilet space 
within his or her play area.
 Do you have houseplants? Do some 
research to make sure they aren’t toxic to 
dogs. Better yet, temporarily relocate them 
out of the puppy’s area so that he or she 
cannot get to them. They will find a way to 
chew on the leaves and that’s not when you 
want to be Googling to determine if it is a 
safe species or not.
 Once you think you’ve puppy-
proofed the area, get down on your hands 
and knees and assess the space from a 
puppy’s point of view. Where can they go 
and what can they chew on? Sofa legs and 
electrical cords are good candidates. Make 
sure the puppy area is free from these 
types of tempting chew toys.

Make an Early Training and 
Socialization Plan
 It’s never too early to start teaching 
your puppy. Dogs thrive on routine and the 
routine you build in their first days at home 
can set them up for a lifetime of success.
 What will your command list 
be? Decide on key commands for basic 
skills such as recall. You don’t have to 
decide if you’ll someday use an e-collar or 
if you only want to employ positive 
reinforcement training methods, but you 
should be reading up on different techniques 
to prepare yourself for that decision. It’ll be 
here before you know it.
 There’s a critical socialization window 
that typically closes around 12-16 weeks 
of age. That means you have one or two 
months to get your puppy exposed to as 
many different scenarios as possible. Have 
them meet a variety of people to help them 

become comfortable: men, women, kids, 
people with glasses, people in wheelchairs, 
people who smoke… get creative and think 
of as many variables as possible. Make the 
encounters short, sweet, and positive.
 Socialization with other dogs is 
important too, but be aware of their 
vaccination status and assess the risk of 
exposure versus socialization. Puppy 
kindergartens can be a great opportunity 
for controlled socialization; reputable dog 
schools will require proof of age-appropriate 
vaccination from all participants.
 Once you’ve decided on a list of 
commands and the type of training you’ll 
do, do your best to stick with it. There 
will be lots of well-meaning folks on 
your path who have used a variety of 
training methods with great success. By 
all means listen to their input, but avoid 
the urge to abandon your methods in 
favor of something else. That’s not to say 
you can’t make adjustments along the 
way—there is always room for learning 
and improvement—but it won’t benefit 
your puppy if you are constantly changing 
training methods or techniques. If you’re at 
all in doubt, don’t be shy about contacting a 
professional to get started on the path that’s 
right for you.

Agree on House Rules and Get Your 
Family On Board
Consistency is everything for dogs, and  
consistency starts in the home with all 
family members. Before your puppy 
arrives, decide on what your house rules 
will be. Are dogs allowed on the furniture? 
Are there any areas that are 
off-limits? Do dogs need to 
stop at open doorways and 
await permission before 
proceeding? Whatever 
your rules, make sure that 
your entire family—kids 
included—are on board and 
agree to enforce all rules at 
all times. Otherwise, the 
dog will become confused 
and will generally adopt the 
least-restrictive set of rules 
that are routinely enforced.
 It’s worth mentioning 
that house rules aren’t a 
bad thing for dogs. On 
the contrary! Dogs can 
get stressed when the 
expectations are unclear, 
but they absolutely thrive 
when life is predictable and 
consistent. Help your new 
pup out by establishing the 
rules early and sticking to 
them throughout his or her 
lifetime.

Relax and Enjoy Your 

•  All Inclusive Includes: •  All Inclusive Includes: 
  Food, Beverages & Lodging  Food, Beverages & Lodging
•  3 Days - 4 Nights Fully •  3 Days - 4 Nights Fully 

GuidedGuided
•  All Inclusive Includes: Food, •  All Inclusive Includes: Food, 

Beverages & LodgingBeverages & Lodging
•  Cleaning & Packaging of •  Cleaning & Packaging of 

Game BirdsGame Birds
•  WiFi, Ping-Pong & Pool Table•  WiFi, Ping-Pong & Pool Table
• All Transportation Furnished • All Transportation Furnished 
• Corporate Hunts Available• Corporate Hunts Available

Robotic 
Mowers 
by 
STIHL
ƒ

Find YOURS AT Your Certified STIHL iMOW® DEALER

 FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER | 309-266-5928
1900 S. Main St. | Morton, IL | www.fligingersoutdoorpower.com

Puppy’s Arrival
 When arrival day finally comes, do 
your best to relax and enjoy the moment. 
If you’ve done all of your homework ahead 
of time, there should be nothing left to do 

except to follow your plan. Your young 
puppy needs your time and attention—
there are wonderful things in store ahead of 
you, but for now he or she needs to simply 
adapt to your home and your lifestyle.
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 For the first time in 4 years we 
will have normal water levels on 
Lake Norfork which means August 
fishing on Norfork Lake will produce 
lots of stripers and fast action. The 
stripers are feeding heavy on shad 
and crawdads on the flats usually 
right on the bottom. When you find 
a school, you can expect multiple 
poles to get hit. The best baits are 
shad both threadfin and gizzard shad 
for live bait, spoons for jigging and 
for trolling, swim baits. Trolling is 
effective if the stripers are suspended 
in open water which is usually the 
case. Try trolling very early or late 

in the day to produce fish. Troll the 
channels closest to the dam varying 
your baits from 35 to 80’. Jigging 
spoons can be effective if you can 
find the fish on the bottom feeding. 
Jigging in open water is hard since the 
fish are always on the move. If you 
find bottom fish, let your spoon hit 
the bottom then yank it up a couple of 
feet and let it free fall they will usually 
hit the spoon on the fall. Sometimes 
the stripers are very sluggish, so a 
small movement of the spoon yields 
better results. Live bait fishing with 
shad is the most productive method 
of fishing. Both shad and crawdads 

are the striper’s main food source and 
provide the most protein. Our typical 
setup is a downline: 3 or 4 oz sinkers 
with a 15 lb. leader with an Owner 
hook, the hook size varies based on 
the size of the bait. If we are fishing 
the bottom, we slowly put the bait on 
the bottom then bring it up about 1’ 
and move very slowly following the 
fish. We sometimes will keep one bait 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

FINALLY NORMAL WATER 
LEVELS ON LAKE NORFORK

higher up in the water column for the 
roaming striper or school passing bye. 
 Striper fishing in the late 
afternoon on a full moon can be very 
effective. We usually go out at 5pm 
and fish until dark or if we get our 
limit before that. The full moon gets 
the stripers very active and will spark 
an awesome bite. We fish flats and 
long points near the dam. The water 

25lb. Striper
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Tom & Sean Reynolds guide 
out of Tracy Ferry Marina; 

you can reach them at 
www.stroutfitters.com,

 870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

depths we fish usually range from 50 
to 75’ and have our baits set right off 
the bottom. Just like deer hunting the 
last 45 minutes of light can produce 
fantastic activity. Live bait is the most 
effective bait to catch your limit.
 Points with long flats and river 
channels are the most effective places 
to find and catch stripers. The stripers 
feed early shallow then move out to 
deeper water when the sun comes up. 
Some of the best points are Thumb, 
Point 1, Hudson, Koso, Shoal Creek, 
and Dam Cove.   One or more of 
these points will hold fish in August 

once you find 
the fish they 
will usually 
be there for a 
long period of 
time. 
 The bass 
will be in their 
summer pattern, early morning top 
water then jigs, worms and spinner 
baits are your best baits. There is 
also great night fishing throwing 
jigs, worms, and black or red 3/8 oz 
spinner baits. You can catch fish all 
over the main lake and creeks. 

 The walleye can be caught on 
nightcrawlers using bottom bouncers. 
We have high water again this year 
so you will be fishing the original 
shoreline that’s underwater. The 
shoreline will be 18 to 22’.

The Knox County Scenic Drive is held annually in west 
central Illinois in celebration of the rural heritage of 
the area. Towns, villages and points of historic interest 
participate as official stops.

For more information,
contact Thomas Collopy at

309-639-2302309-639-2302
Check out our website:

www.knoxcountyscenicdrive.comwww.knoxcountyscenicdrive.com

Featured Attractions:
•  Historic Sites, Displays     

& Demonstrations
• Food Galore 
• Crafts • Music
• Flea Markets 
• Locally Grown Produce

Things To Do:
•  Photo Contest 
• Face Painting
• Petting Zoo 
• Wagon Rides
• Build a Scarecrow
• And Much More

OCTOBER 1ST & 2ND
OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH

WE ARE
WE ARE

BACK!
BACK!

THE GOOSE PIT

309-647-7758
BANNER, ILLINOIS

Home-made Tenderloins!
Open 7 Days a Week

A Haven for Hungry Hunters!
All-You-Can-Eat 

Chicken/Fish Fridays 5pm – 8pm

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
Rt. 99 S. • Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 • irish@casscomm.com
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 If you own a metal detector, or if you 
have ever considered buying one, finding 
a gold coin, or a silver dollar, possibly a 
rare Civil War relic, or maybe a valuable 
piece of jewelry would probably be on the 
top of your list of things to find. Chances 
are you would have to spend hundreds of 
hours swinging a detector and walk many 
acres of ground before finding one of 
the above treasures. My wife and I have 
detected for over 40 years and have yet to 
discover a gold coin or silver dollar in a 
yard or field or water.
 If you would like to improve your 
chances of finding any (or all) of the above 
items, consider attending the KadoHa 
Treasure Fest #5 in Murfreesboro, Arkansas 
this coming October. Brandon Sutton and 
his crew appear to be outdoing themselves 
for hunt #5. Susie and I attended #3 and #4 
and are signed up for the October event. 

I think #3 had over 2,000 prize tokens in 
the ground and #4 had 4,000. There is a 
spring and fall hunt each year. Last fall, 
20 tokens worth $100 each and 10 worth 
$1,000 each were included in the prize list. 
This spring had the same cash tokens plus 
a grand prize token of $5,000 cash. For 
the fall, 2022 event he is using the $5,000 
prize to purchase multiple gold coins to 
use as prizes. Again, he will have dozens 
of valuable rings, necklaces, bracelets, and 
other jewelry. 
 The 4,000 prizes for the last event 
were displayed on around 20 long tables. 
These included Civil War tokens good for 
bullets, buttons, buckles, powder flasks, 
hat pins, spurs, muskets, artillery shells, 
clay pipes, and many other prizes from 
the War period. Also on the tables were 
display cases of silver dollars, century old 
coins, Roman coins, gold nuggets, and 
multiple display cases of Native American 
artifacts, which included arrowheads, 
beaded necklaces, and more.
 Brandon always seems to come up with 
some very unusual items for prizes. This 

spring, he offered several relics from the 
Titanic, including small pieces of carpeting 
and coal. Not large items, but certainly 
things which few collectors possess. 
 Susie and I have been attending these 
“seeded” hunts for over 40 years. I figured 
we had gone to these events in over 20 states 
and Canada. Most of them offer three or four 
hunts a day, each running about 30 minutes. 
They are held in a field usually about one 
or two acres in size, sometimes smaller. 
When there are 50 to 100 entrants in a field 
this size, almost all the coins and tokens 
are found in about 10 minutes. This isn’t a 
major problem if you are an experienced 
hunter. If you are a newcomer to the hobby, 
or slowing down because of age or other 
reasons, you might not find a lot of targets. 
 When you attend a hunt like 
KaDoHa, your chances are much better to 
find multiple targets. There will probably 
be 200 other people searching for the 
buried targets, but the hunt lasts about 
eight hours (and you can quit anytime 
you want), but the field on Saturday is 
probably sixty plus acres. Speed is not a 

KADOHA TREASURE FEST 
#5 WILL BE BEST YET
By Rich Creason

SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

and
2512 W. Main St.

Shelbyville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

factor in this hunt. The field on Sunday is 
even larger than the first day. Beginners 
have an excellent chance of going over 
multiple targets with their detector.

Prizes our grandson, Benjamin, 
won at KaDoHa #4.

Kids detecting in well seeded sand pile 
for treasures.
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 Susie and I took our 16 year old 
grandson, Benjamin, to the Treasure Fest 
#4 this spring. He doesn’t get to detect 
often, but on Saturday, he found 16 tokens. 
He located three more tokens on day two. 
I uncovered 21 for the two days and Susie 
bested us both with a total of 33. Her last 
target on Sunday was a token good for 
$100 cash. We turned our tokens in for 
Civil War relics, lots of arrowheads and 
other Native American artifacts, multiple 
silver dollars and other old coins, 4 gold 
nuggets, a clay pipe, three Indian trade 
bead necklaces, several nice fossils and 
unusual minerals and crystals. Benjamin 
was hoping to win a Civil War artillery 
shell for his 4-H collection, but none of us 
found one of those in hunt #4. Maybe the 
October hunt will be lucky for us. 
 Between hunts or during meal breaks, 
we strolled through the KaDoHa Indian 
Village Museum. This is at the treasure 
hunt site and includes the museum 
showing artifacts from the prehistoric 

Indian culture which was in this area. A 
self-guided tour includes the excavated 
mounds showing bones, pottery, and 
other relics of past life. There is also a 
field where you can hunt for arrowheads 
and crystals and a metal detector rental 
for hunting an area seeded with great 
treasures for kids. 
 While we were in Murfreesboro for 
the treasure hunt, Benjamin wanted to go 
about three miles down the road to the 
Crater of Diamonds State Park to hunt 
for diamonds. This is one of the only 
places in the world where the public can 
search for diamonds and keep what they 
find. For a small entry fee, you can search 
the 37 acres of an eroded surface of a 
volcanic crater. You can bring your own 

equipment or rent shovels, buckets, and 
other mining tools to aid in your search 
for real diamonds. 
 If you are interested in attending 
KaDoHa Treasure Fest #5 in October 2022, 
go to the Arkansas History Unearthed 
Facebook page or Google KaDoHa Treasure 
Fest #5 for more information. Cost per 
person is $300. Hit the right token and you 
can recoup that in one dig. Call 870-285-
3736 to pay by phone. If mailing checks, 
mail to and make payable to Caddo Trading 
Company, Inc., PO Box 669, Murfreesboro, 
AR 71958. You can also contact me at the 
below email for more information. 
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

SCHUY-RUSH PARKSCHUY-RUSH PARK

217-322-6628217-322-6628

225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 

Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers

Playground 
Pavilions

8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

Huntmaster Brandon Sutton had several 
relics from the Titanic for prizes.

Sign describing the many trade bead 
necklaces offered as prize tokens

Participants looking at just a few tables of 
prizes at the KaHoHa #4 hunt.

One table of great Civil War prizes 
from this spring hunt.

Left: One of Susie’s prizes in Treasure Fest 
#4 was a Civil War era clay pipe.

Right: Old coins and a gold nugget were a 
few of my Treasure Fest #4 prizes.
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B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available
1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350

Call: 815.433.0432
Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com

Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

 After a half dozen short casts, creep 
your way into the stream to get closer 
to that area you’re casting, not further. 
Think about how a heron methodically 
stalks its prey. There’s no splashing and 
making noise. Cast and repeat till you’ve 
covered that area then move on to a new 
location. 
 “All that pomp and artful motion 
is a lot of work in my opinion,” quips 
Bizak. “The question is, ‘Do you want 
to catch a fish or catch lots of fish? Do 
you want to be bored or enjoy the day?’ 
Nymphs and flies are underwater bugs. 
Fish feed 98 percent more underwater 
than on top of it. There are no fish in the 
air so, keep your rod towards the water 
to catch more trout. It’s 98 percent or 2 
percent? Your call.” 
 In a foot of water, I stood there 
staring at the aged Viking, wondering if 
I had just failed a test or had been given a 
gift. Simplistic truth is hard to refute. 

Hammer Time
After an hour of getting the hang and 
finesse of the technique, Dave and I began 
snagging fish. We did hit some dead spots 
and switched from #20 midges to #16 

Pheasant-tailed nymphs. That worked for 
a while. 
 Finally, we went to the bullpen to tie 
on the San Juan Red Worm. If that little 
rubber stunt didn’t land me a hat trick 
then I’m dreaming this up. We procured 
seven trout in the next two hours - 5 
rainbows, and 2 browns - with another 
four that jumped the line. Three of my 
rainbows were 15, 18, and 23 inches in 
length. Not bad. 
 Another tip when the action slows 
is to go back to the pools. Often there 
is an eroded channel behind rock 
formations and oft-side banks.  Fairly 
common knowledge, but it helps when 
someone you’re with knows the stream’s 
intricacies and in one spot, Robert’s tip 
paid off. 
 And so the old Beezer had to remind 
us today – over and over – that fancy gear 
and flies aren’t necessary. That graceful 
casting is for Orvis magazines. If only he 
could be with us on every trip, passing out 
tiny red worms, we would never starve 
and the world would be a better place. 
Bob doesn’t possess a narcissistic bone 
in his body. In fact, he’ll spend an hour 
defending that premise … with x-rays.   

Reeling it In
 Bizak has performed a wide variety 

of jobs over the years, and while I cannot 
repeat the prison guard stories, I can say 
he’s best known for his 25-year career of 
taxidermy, based out of his Huntingdon 
County home since 1970. The Ebensburg 
native claims he’s fished every brook 
trout stream in Cambria County since the 
age of 12. Probably. Probably not. 
 Now at a ripe age, Bizak’s ferocious 
appetite for angling has him on the water 
every day allowed him. And preaching the 
gospel of euro-nymphing, this salesman 
has plenty of converts. “I’ve guided 
folks from ages 8 to 88 and they’ve all 
experienced success. And some of the 
best anglers out there have come to me for 
help when they’re ready to throw in the 
towel,” boasts the Ebensburg native. “I’ve 
been compared to fly fisherman George 
Daniel a few times,” says Bizak. “A short 
second place. That’s humbling.” 
 Short-line nymphing is making 
a comeback as seen in several online 
videos. It’s no mystery now, just whether 
you want to switch it up and work on 
your short game or focus on finessing 
power casts. I prefer to do it all and to 

On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
Family Fun  • Reunions

Business Meetings • New Rooms

Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950

Scott Cummings is an avid sportsman, 
educator, and nationally published 

freelance outdoors writer and 
photographer. National Wild Turkey 

Federation and Wildlife Forever 
named him their 2013, 

2014 Conservation Educator of the Year 
for his work in and out of the classroom. 

become proficient at it all; enough to 
land me some dinner and have a ton of 
fun doing it. 
 “I take nothing away from fly 
guys who love the rush of watching for 
ripples, wielding that rod for long casts, 
and watching trout hit that dry fly,” adds 
Bizak. “I just choose a different approach. 
My rush comes from not knowing where 
those fish are at and working on my drift 
presentation.” 
 To be clear, if you spend a day with 
Sir Robert, he will take something away 
from you, but the trade-off will also prove 
that simple short-line nymphing isn’t a 
bad approach toward catching more fish. 
Especially on warm summer days.

98 Percent or 2 Percent? 
Leave it to Beezer . . . continued
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217.543.3206

These Blinds & our Cabin 
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HUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLCHUNT’S GUN GETAWAY, LLC
IL CONCEALED CARRY INSTRUCTOR
“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers.”

We have real world experience with over 50 years of Law Enforcement 
Experience & are IL Certified Instructors for Concealed Carry, as well as 

NRA Certified Instructors, teaching an IL Certified Curriculum.

Thane Hunt, Owner/CEO
309-338-0990

thane@huntsgungetaway.com
www.huntsgungetaway.com

We are now offering NRA Instructor Development Workshops.

Hunt’s Gun 
Getaway

LET’S GO TO THE RANGE By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

 What is in your range bag is important 
for all shooters.  As a sports person with 
a disability or a friend of someone with 
a disability you may need extra items for 
your range bag that others may not need.  
This article will focus on range bag basics 
and what you may want to include for 
various disabilities.  
 In a range bag there are many items 
that could be included, such as gun oil, 
borelight, small tool kit, or a brimmed 
hat.  But there are a few items that I feel 
are essential in a range bag.  The first and 
probably the most important, is a First 
Aid Kit.  You need to be able to locate the 
kit without dumping the entire bag out on 
the shooting bench.  By making the kit 
a different color than the inside of you 
range bag and marking it clearly, it will be 
easier to locate.  The best type of First Aid 
Kit for your bag is an individual first aid 
kit.  It should consist of, at the minimum, 
1 Olaes pressure bandage, 1 tourniquet, 
1 pair of Nitro gloves (thicker is better 
and the Nitro prevents latex allergies), 1 
Sharpie (to mark the time the tourniquet 
was applied), current medication list and 
a space blanket.    
 The second item that you should 
have in your range bag would be good 
eye protection.  The wrap- around style or 
side shields are the best style to protect 
your eyes.   Good eye wear will protect 
your vision from spent casings, or in a 
worst-case scenario, a malfunction that 
causes the firearm to rapidly disassemble 
in all directions.   If you wear prescription 
eye wear, there are several companies that 
make wrap- around glasses that allow you 
to insert your prescription into the frame.   
WileyX Vapors have this feature; I use 
them for my shooting glasses.  They have 
three different lenses; a clear, a rust, and a 
smoke (Sun lens) that are interchangeable 
with the frame.  Make sure the lenses 
you use are rated for ANSI or Military 
Ballistic standards to ensure your eyes are 
protected.  If you prefer a traditional pair 
of safety glasses many optometrists can 
make them for you.  
 The third item that you should have 
in your range bag is hearing protection.  

My preference is electronic earmuffs.  
I like them because I can hear the 
commands that are given, as well as 
questions when I am running the range.  
If you are hard of hearing the right 
hearing protection is important.  Many 
of the electronic earmuffs also amplify 
the sounds that are not as loud such as, 
conversations or commands, but block 
out the more dangerous sounds (gun fire).  
The right muffs will make it easier for a 
hard of hearing shooter to hear the range 
commands and not damage the hearing 
that they still have.   
 Here are some specialized items 
for a shooter with disabilities.  Diabetic 
shooters should carry a sharps container, 
a glucose meter for checking blood 
sugar, candy or glucose tablets to raise 
blood sugar (remember the weather 
when picking what to pack, especially in 
the heat).  
 Many shooters who have paralysis 
risk getting cold easier and even frostbite 
faster than those without disabilities. 
Weather appropriate clothes and even a 
blanket may be needed by some to prevent 
cold or cool weather issues.  Remember 
that what is used to provide the warmth 
should not emit heat, as it could cause 
burns to those who lack feeling in body 
parts, and they would not know until after 
the injury has occurred. 
 Shooters who use assistive devices 
such as canes, walkers and orthotics may 
want to take a light camping chair or 

hunting chair to sit on.  This can be used 
when not shooting, or if needed, when 
shooting as well.  
 The range bag will have many of the 
same things for all of us.  Remember that 
if you have a disability or shoot with a 
friend that has a disability, what is needed 
in the range bag will be disability specific.  
Take the time to think about what you 
may need if you have the disability.  If you 
shoot with someone who has a disability 
ask them what they for the range, they 
will be happy to tell you.    If you are a 
sports person with a disability and would 
like to share it please feel free to contact 
me at thane@huntsgungetaway.com or 
call 309-338-0990.
 Train Hard and Stay Safe
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Over the years, through countless numbers 
of articles, lectures, seminars and how-to 
books published, I have stressed a method 
of boat control when river fishing. I cannot, 
in good conscience, write a book on River 
Walleye and not stress this point. RIVER 
SLIPPING has to be the one lesson in boat 
operation a walleye angler must learn. In 
many instances, it can be the difference 
between success and failure. I cannot 
stress this point enough.
              Dan Gapen, Sr.

 River Slipping is a term generally 
used when describing of traversing one’s 
self backwards downstream while still in 
complete control of one’s craft. That’s the 
easy way to say it. However, describing 
slipping in detail is not that easy. Not 
only do you remain in complete control of 
your craft, but if properly executed, river 
slipping will allow not only passengers, 
but captain of the craft to fish at ease. It 
also is a method which will help present 
lures in a proper manner to awaiting fish.
Slipping can be performed via two 
adaptations….one - when anglers want to 
work shoreline casting artificials. Two – 

when anglers find it necessary to get down 
to bottom-hugging walleye in areas such 
as slicks and center stream channels. These 
methods are shown in Diagrams # 1 and # 
2.  Shoreline adaption is likewise detailed 
in Diagram # 1, a method by which casting 
is easily accomplished.
 General adaptation to slipping can be 
accomplished by anyone who runs a river. 
Let me explain. 
 To ‘slip’ running water, all one needs 
to do is point the bow of his or her craft 
upstream, accelerate your motor in forward 
thrust and begin a series of maneuvers. 
With bow placed into current and proper 
distance obtained from shore, motor 
operator now throttles down to a point 
where craft has begun to fall backwards 
downstream. Thrust of motor is no longer 
great enough to keep you going forward, 
and you find your boat sliding backwards. 
That’s easy!
 Next, boat control must be maintained. 
To test yourself, accelerate forward a bit 
and drop off a couple times. You’ll find 
that, though you are moving forward and 
backward along the stream bank, boat 
control seems to remain easy. Reason 
for this is the fact that a point of pivot is 
established on your craft which allows 
complete control. Were you to attempt to 
steer or maneuver your craft from a center 
or upstream spot in the boat, pressure 
exerted on other portions would overpower 
the point of pivot. When this happens, 
boats are swung sideways or at least are set 
into sideslips which are difficult to work 
out of. Thus, the man running the motor 
would spend most of his time fighting the 
current.
 Having experienced going forward 
and backward with bow pointed upstream, 
you now turn the motor slightly. You will 
find that the boat slips sideways. It does 
not turn bow to side as one might suspect. 
Because your point of pivot (fulcrum) 
has no downstream pressure on it and is 
at the farthest spot downstream, it slides 
to the side with the entire craft following 

WHEN YOU’RE READY TO INVEST IN A NEW OR PRE-OWNED MOWER, 
CARGO TRAILER, EQUIPMENT TRAILER, UTILITY TRAILER, FLAT DECK TRAILER 
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OF QUALITY BRANDS LIKE:
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WWW.TRAILERSDIRECTSPRINGFIELD.COM

2022 Doolittle Trailer MFG BBG SA 
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2022 Doolittle Trailer MFG Extreme 82x24 
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 BEST BOAT METHOD…
”RIVER SLIPPING”

Written by the Late Dan Gapen, Sr.,
chapter from his River Walleye Paperback Book

Butch Gapen holds up an average 
river walleye taken on a 

¼ oz chartreuse Ugly Bug Jig
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suit. Handle control is just what one might 
suspect. Turn motor so propeller thrust 
pushes towards the direction you want to 
go. Once your craft begins to slip sideways, 
you immediately turn propeller thrust 
away from your going direction. This will 
correct boat side drift. One thing that the 
beginner will note is that this sideways slip 
is similar in feel to power steering on a car. 
It doesn’t take much turn of the handle to 
set a new course. (see Diagram #3.)
 You now have the two most important 
functions accomplished….backwards 
movement with motor in forward thrust 
and sideways movement without having to 
realign your bow. Everything else in river 
slipping is adjustments and practice.
For those of you who are going to make an 
attempt to “slip” your favorite river for the 
first time, there are a couple other points 
which are worth remembering. Rivers 
which flow with current speed less than 
two miles an hour are really not suitable 
for this method. When beginning a river 
trip in which a great deal of slipping is 
intended, remember to begin far enough 
upstream to allow use of time allotted. Any 
time river slipping is programmed, begin 
upstream from the area you intend to work. 
That may seem a simple point, but many an 
angler begins downstream just on the basis 
of instinct.
 Specific use of river slipping is best 
accomplished two ways….one to work 

shoreline, another to work center stream. 
The first, shoreline adaptation, is probably 
the easiest and most commonly used. 
 Let’s take a typical river that just may 
be the one near home. (See Diagram 1).  
Its shore contour juts out into the currents, 
then recedes inward to allow waters the 
opportunity to form eddies and boils. 
Keeping proper distance from shoreline 
can best be accomplished by slipping.
 At a point marked ‘S’ on Diagram 
# 1, you begin. Here, close to rocks and 
rapids formed by a small descent in land 
structure, you begin to cast upstream 
towards shore. The upstream casting 
method allows fishermen to present lures 
in a manner similar to movement of natural 
bait.  Current pressure forces dislodged 
natural bait downstream in rivers.
 Slowly the boat is allowed to work its 
way backward to Point  A.  Here anglers 
have a choice – they can continue on 
downstream to work the eddy around the 
next point or go forward to Point B.  At 
Point B, a repeat of the slipping method is 
executed on the far shore. You’ll note that 
the boat bow is always faced into current 
flow. This position is easily held as long as 
boaters do not allow themselves to become 
entrapped in the current flow of eddies and 
back waters.
 The second most popular adaptation 
of slipping is used when hard-to-get-at 
areas such as slicks (areas below pools 

where water smoothes out) are worked or 
when following channel areas. It also is 
an excellent method to cover deep areas 
between rapids or fast water areas (See 
Diagram # 2).
 Slipping these areas can be started 
at a similar point as described in method 
one. See Point S on Diagram # 2. Instead 
of casting, anglers now use a trolling type 
technique to produce results.  By casting 
line out behind boat, allowing it to work 
backwards as slipping is accomplished, all 
downstream waters are covered. To keep 
lures or live bait from fouling on bottom, 

I find that lifting rod tip, allowing water 
to elevate line, then lowering to allow 
lure to sweep on downstream, gives you 
a natural downstream movement. This 
action represents live bait such as crawfish 
being swept away with the currents. Hair 
jigs with spinners attached or lures such 
as Ugly Bugs work extremely well under 
these circumstances. 

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL

309-697-0076

Bobcat Zero-Turn Mowers. We’ve 
built our reputation on performance, 

versatility and toughness. 
Now, we’re bringing it to the turf!

Bobcat Compact Tractors. 
Feel right at home doing the 
toughest work on your land.

Diagram 1

Diagram 2
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 To work the entire center stream area 
from your starting point, you have but to 
utilize the sideways movement and control 
previously described to slip your jonboat. 
By moving back and forth as youy descend 
with current, anglers can cover an entire 
water system. It is a more effective way to 
cover water than casting.
 As described in Diagram # 2, once 
you leave Point S, backward movement 
continues in a zigzag manner ‘til you reach 
Point A.   Here, if the river is wide enough, 
you propel your craft up to Point B where 
the downstream slipping procedure begins 
once again ‘til you reach Point C.  This 
second style of river slipping is one of 
the best ways to reach big walleye during 
midsummer days when heat and low 
water conditions drive them from shallow 
areas near shoreline. It provides a method 
to produce these bigger walleye which 
inhabit river hole-up areas.
 Two such hole-up hot spots are 
indicated on Diagram # 4.   Point A is a 
sunken rock which often is found near 
center stream in deep water. Walleye love 
this type of structure. Most anglers working 
rivers go right on by, never thinking a 
thing about the boil at river surface which 
indicates a structure exists below. River 
slipping is most effective at producing 

walleye from this spot.
 The second area indicated by Point B 
is an excellent holding area for all game 
fish but is especially ideal for walleye. 
Here, just above rapid waters, walleye find 
a staging area where river current is not 
nearly as strong as that near surface. Food 
is swept down to them as in Area A, and 
they are somewhat protected from heat and 
brilliance of sunlight. This area probably 
produces more big fish for the experienced 
river angler than any other. If a school of 
two-to-four-pound walleye are located at 
this point, it is not unusual to find as many 
as two dozen within a space similar to your 
jonboat bottom.
 River slipping may not have all the 
answers to producing limit catches from 
running water, but rest assured….it is a 
key which will open a great many doors to 

KANKAKEE GUN & SPORTSMAN’S SHOW
OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH

Hours: Sat 8:00am – 3:00pm • Sun 8:00am – 2:00pm
General Admission: $6.00 • Children 12 & under are Free w/paid adult • Free Parking
Show location: Kankakee County Fairgrounds, 213 W. 4000S Rd., Kankakee, IL 60901

For vendor info or questions please contact: Mike at 630-254-0221 
or email him at info@mjsportsmansgroupllc.com

All federal,

state and local 

laws apply
FREEPARKING!

KANKAKEE GUN & SPORTSMAN’S SHOW
SEPTEMBER 17TH & 18TH

Hours: Sat 8:00am – 3:00pm • Sun 8:00am – 2:00pm
General Admission: $6.00 • Children 12 & under are Free w/paid adult • Free Parking
Show location: Kankakee County Fairgrounds, 213 W. 4000S Rd., Kankakee, IL 60901

better success for the average angler.
 Artificial jigs have to be the most 
effective bait, excluding live bait, that 
river walleye anglers can use. They work 
close to bottom and by their appearance 
represent the walleye’s favorite foods…
minnows and crawdads. Jigs manufactured 
especially to walk bottom, such as the Ugly 
Bug® Jig, are even more productive due 
to their ability to dig deep and walk along 
the river’s rocky bottom without becoming 
snagged up.
 Jig sizes used on river walleye range 
from 1/8 to 5/8 oz.  Smaller and shallower 
rivers require 1/8 and ¼ oz. use. Bigger 
and deeper rivers see 3/8 and 5/8 oz. 
used.  Fast rivers cause the addition of a 
weight size….example—1/8 oz. is used in 
medium fast rivers when depth averages 4 
feet. Increase the speed to very fast and a 

¼ oz. jig is required.
 Fish jigs with the current when 
possible. There is no need to jig them. A 
slow rolling action is preferred in rivers. 
Current irregularity creates all the jig 
action needed. When casting across current 
with jigs, allow them to float along while 
raising and lowering your rod tip, keeping 
the jig just off bottom.
 When selecting an Ugly Bug® jig 
color, or color for your favorite hair jig, 
keep in mind that walleye prefer minnows 
in spring and fall, and crawdads during 
mid-summer. In spring use white, yellow, 
chartreuse and silver. In fall the same, with 
addition of blue. In mid-summer select 
brown, black, green, or a combination of 
orange and brown.
 Always fish jigs in a very slow fashion 
when working river walleye.

Diagram 4Diagram 3Boat Slipping

Best Boat Method . . . continued
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Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE
 IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

LARGE SELECTION OF LARGE SELECTION OF 
CONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCKCONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCK

HOURS: M-F 8am – 5pm
Sat. 9am – Noon or by Appointment

Lowe Jon Boats & Roughnecks 
16’-18’- 6 Available

Jon Boat Trailers Available 
starting at $1,509

NOW TAKING 
NOW TAKING 

LOWE BOATLOWE BOAT
 ORDERS  ORDERS 
FOR 2023FOR 2023

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

ECA Inc. • 1614 Community Beach Road, Odin, IL 62870
Call Jeff (618) 367-3118 or email him at 5570elj@gmail.com 

Visit us on Facebook! • ISRA.org

AUGUST 27TH & 28TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

LARGE ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT

SUMMER 
SCOUTING 

FOR WINTER 
HUNTS

SHADOWS ON THE WATER 
& IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

 Although I’m blessed to have some 
super neighbors that allow me to hunt 
and also have some personally owned 
property to hunt, I’m always looking 
for some new locations. I get tired of 
seeing the same old trails and trees 
and simply want to see what some new 
locations hold. I will also admit that this 
quest also gives me an excuse to saddle 
up my ole horse and explore many new 
areas during the spring and summer 
looking for those “hot spots” that either 
have great numbers of animals to hunt 
or maybe a monster buck. I can cover 
much more ground on my horse than on 
foot and besides, it’s more fun! Such has 
been the focus of my spare time the past 
few weeks. 
 When scouting in the early summer 
you can still see the trails that have had 
the most use during the winter when the 
fields were bare and ground lay fallow. 
This provides good insights for where 
the travels may be best come next fall. 
It’s easy to locate the fields of sunflowers 
that will provide good dove hunting next 
fall and the hickories and oaks that will 
provide the sources of forage for several 
species including the squirrels. Not only 
does this provide good information for the 
future but it’s very enjoyable and when 
you locate these new spots you have lots 
of time to talk to the property owners or 
site supervisors to get permissions and 

learn about restrictions etc., 
 I’m located near Shelbyville Lake 
where many public acres are available 
for hunting and recreation. Lots of 
recreational hunting, fishing and myriad 
other activities exist at this large Corp 
project. The approx 35000 acres has 
many facilities and large areas of 
which the lake occupies about 11,000 
acres. Located along the Kaskaskia and 
West Okaw rivers near Sullivan, the 
Shelbyville State Fish and Wildlife Area 
offers some of the best hunting, fishing, 
and nature study opportunities possible. 
It consists of more than 6,000 acres of 
varied habitat The horse trails at the Wolf 
Creek Park are exceptional and well 
maintained but not all the public areas 
allow hunting and/or horseback riding. 
It’s necessary to do some research with 

the local site authorities to be sure the 
areas you’re interested in are in areas 
where the activity proposed is allowed. 
I spend a lot of hours riding the trails at 
Wolf Creek and recommend it highly for 
horse camping and riding facilities.  
 I ventured to Sam Parr State Park last 

week (near Newton IL) and spent some 
hours riding and looking over the various 
facilities. I have fished this lake regularly 
for years and even though it’s small it 
is always on my “must visit” lake each 
year. Being a smaller park it’s hunting, 
equine riding, and hiking opportunities 

Lake Shelbyville
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MEL PRICEMEL PRICE
STORAGE CONTAINERSSTORAGE CONTAINERS

RENTALS & SALESRENTALS & SALES
DANVILLE

SIZES” 10’, 20’, 40’, 45’ & 48’
Cell: 217-304-1722

Office: 217-442-9092
prcml@yahoo.com

WE DELIVER!

are less. I found the horse trails to be 
overgrown but with a bit of extra help 
from the budgeting sources they could 
be pretty nice. It’s always about money 
you know. Maybe next year the budget 
will allow for some improvement. 
 This week I visited Stephen Forbes 
State Park. This is another site where 
I’ve spent countless hours fishing but 
had not camped, hunted, or ridden the 
equestrian trails. I was impressed as 
I saddled up my ole mare at the Horse 
Camp and Trailhead. The camp facility 
was clean and tidy even though they 

had experienced a small storm and had 
some trees and limbs down from that. 
This park is located about 15 miles 
northeast of Salem IL in Marion County. 
It’s a bit over 3,000 acres in size, of 
which over 1100 acres are forests of 
Oak and Hickory. I’ve found the lake to 
be a productive bass fishery and other 
reports indicate good results on other 
species also. There are good hunting 
opportunities there of varied species and 
I’ve seen large sunflower fields on my 
past visits. The equine trails were dotted 
with whitetail deer tracks of all sizes. 

Wild turkeys seem to flourish there also. 
The equestrian trail circles the lake thru 
forests and along fields and other varied 
habitat. It is approx 17 miles in length 
and is quite scenic. My ole mare and I 
encountered a tree down across the trail 
and didn’t finish the entire 17 miles but 
we picked a different trail and finished 
the biggest part. The main campground 
is quite nice and very scenic. Sunbathing 
and swimming on the sandy beach 
appeared to be favored activities as is 
boating and water skiing. I would highly 
recommend this site be put on your 

Lucy ready to goRosie at the campsiteStephen Forbes ParkRosie

bucket list regardless of your types of 
outdoor activities. 
 Get out and experience the great 
opportunities that our state parks offer 
right here within decent driving distances. 
With the price of fuel these days it’s nice 
to stay closer to home and control the 
costs. As indicated above it’s important 
to converse with the site management 
on these State Parks as regulations vary 
from site to site. Just follow the rules for 
some fine hunting, fishing, camping and 
horseback riding experiences.
 It’s Health, Happiness, and Hunting
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
CREATE A DREAM YARD FOR 
YOUR DOG THIS SUMMER
 According to the ASPCA, 23 million 
households in America – and 3.7 million 
in Canada – welcomed a new pet into their 
pack during the pandemic. People have been 
using their backyards more in recent years for 
everything from working and entertaining to 
vacationing and working out. But for dogs, 
this backyard business is old hat. 
 “No one loves the family yard as much 
as the family dog,” notes Kris Kiser, President 
of the TurfMutt Foundation, an organization 
that advocates for the care for and use of 
green spaces, as well as pet rescue. “It’s my 
rescue dog, Mulligan’s, favorite place to be, 
so I do everything I can to make it safe and 
enjoyable for her, which ultimately makes it 
better for me, too.” 
 Kiser and Mulligan have advice for 
creating a dream yard for your pets and the 
whole family this summer: 

 Plant Real Grass: Plastic grass is 
uncomfortable on paws (and bare feet), gets 
very hot during the summer, is difficult to 
clean, and is worse for the environment since it 
requires water for cleaning and usually can’t be 
recycled. The bottom line: real grass is the best 
option for pets, people and the environment. 
 Select the Right Plants & Grasses: 
Choose a type of turf grass that will 
withstand the “ruff” housing of your pet. 
Buffalo and Bermuda grasses can be a good 
choice, depending on your climate zone. For 
other plants and shrubs, check the ASPCA’s 
list of toxic and non-toxic garden plants for 
advice before planting. You’ll want soft, 
sturdy foliage near walkways. Save delicate, 
decorative flowers for elevated flowerbeds 
and patio pots. Pro tip: place plants close 
together in areas you want to designate as 
off-limits to your dog to create boundaries.  

 Consider Pollinators & Other Wildlife: 
Nature starts in your backyard, which provides 
habitat and food for birds, butterflies, bees and 
more. Each of these species help pollinate 
food crops and flowering plants, so take them 
into consideration, too, when you’re selecting 
plants for your backyard.
 Plan for Fun: Add a splash pool, build 
a sandbox for digging or even create a canine 
obstacle course to provide hours of fun. After a 
day of play, your dog will need a place to relax 
so think of where you can plant trees or bushes 
that provide shade for snoozing. 
 Sign up for Mutt Mail, a monthly 
e-newsletter with backyarding tips and all the 
news from the TurfMutt Foundation. To learn 
more about creating the yard of your dreams, 
visit TurfMutt.com. 
 About TurfMutt: TurfMutt was created 
by the Outdoor Power Equipment Institute’s 
(OPEI) TurfMutt Foundation and has reached 
more than 70 million children, educators 
and families since 2009. Through classroom 
materials developed with Scholastic, TurfMutt 
teaches students and teachers how to “save 
the planet, one yard at a time.” TurfMutt 
is an official USGBC® Education Partner 

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Find & Like us on Facebook!

Land, Real Estate, Household,
Machinery, Tools & MORE!

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

3622 N. Knoxville 
Peoria, IL 61603

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

O’BRYAN & BALL
309-323-0399

Mike O’Bryan 
Jessica Ball 
Justin Ball

Get Away From It All Just By Going Home!
1823 Township Road 800 E 
Wyoming, IL • $1,450,000 

Paradise on 25 acres! Large 10 bedroom, 7 
bath home. 7400 sq. ft. of living space with 
large gathering and dining spaces, stunning 
kitchen and more! Garage space for 4 cars, 

equestrian facilties & riding arena, a stocked 
lake plus garden and tillable acres. 

96 Eichhorn Road 
East Peoria, IL • $299,900 

Barndonimium with lake rights! Pole barn with 
living quarters adjacent to Sankoty Lakes in 

Spring Bay. 1500 sq. ft. living area has 3  
bedrooms, 1 large bath, living/dining, laundry 

& kitchen. 2300+ sq. ft. of garage/building  
attached with office space. 

O-Bryan_August 22_ASO.qxp_Layout 1  7/14/22  8:53 AM  Page 1

and part of their global LEARNING LAB. 
TurfMutt is an education resource at the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Green Ribbon 
Schools, the U.S. Department of Energy, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Green Apple, the Center for Green Schools, 
the Outdoors Alliance for Kids, the National 
Energy Education Development (NEED) 
project, Climate Change Live, Petfinder and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In 2017, 
the TurfMutt animated video series won the 
coveted Cynopsis Kids Imagination Award for 
Best Interstitial Series. TurfMutt’s personal, 
home habitat is featured in the 2017-2020 
Wildlife Habitat Council calendars. More 
information at www.TurfMutt.com.

CONCRETE WORK OF 
ALL TYPES & SIZES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Ag Work/Pole Buildings
• Stamped Concrete
• Decorative Concrete
• Driveways & Repairs
• Footings/Walls
• Beautiful Backyards

Phone: 309-208-6709 or 309-208-6707 • Email: waterfowl6@aol.com
Call or Text for Free Estimates!

www.midillinoiscontractors.com
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TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE AUCTION 
SERVICE 618-559-5082 OR EMAIL JOLEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM

LARGE OR SMALL YOUR AUCTION DESERVES A GOOD CALL!!

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM 
OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 

ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

MULTIPLE ESTATE 
AUCTION

SATURDAY AUGUST 27TH
SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION

PREPARING FOR A MOVE: 
HOW TO DECLUTTER & 
MINIMIZE
 It pays to know the difference 
between your treasure and your trash, 
particularly when preparing for a move. 
No sense in hauling what’s effectively 
dead weight, right? But the process 
of determining—and purging—what 
doesn’t hold personal worth can carry a 
fair degree of murk and uncertainty. Does 
this have lasting sentimental value? How 
much of something is too much? Won’t I 
need this someday? After all, you’re not 
just organizing random objects; you’re 
organizing your life.
 But rest easy. Many have emerged 
from the decluttering process to report 
a sense of relief, even happiness. The 
reason is quite simple: less baggage, 
literal and figurative, sets you on the path 
to a more stress-free and satisfying move. 
To help you get started, we’ve listed a 
few decluttering tips, leaning toward 
the minimalist side of the spectrum, that 
may transform your life well after you’ve 
settled into your new home.

1. Take advantage of expert advice.
 Tidying up with Marie Kondo became 
an instant success when it premiered 
on Netflix, offering a deep dive into the 
expert’s unique decluttering methods. 
Marie, “the tidying legend herself,” walks 
viewers through the simple but powerful 
KonMari process, revealing one-of-a-kind 
methods for transforming overflowing 
dressers and piles of trinkets into fresh, 
clean space. Explore Marie’s blog here.
 The popular website and eponymous 
Netflix show The Home Edit also tackles 
clutter, offering tips to take any room from 
“Mess to Yes.” Founders Clea Shearer and 
Joanna Teplin take on celebrities’ couture-
packed closets, chaotic garages and more, 
all with a striking sense of color and style. A 
vibrant palette and valuable storage solutions 
take center stage in each of their projects, and 
every episode provides an easy-to-replicate 
recipe for paring down possessions and 
beautifully showcasing the treasures you 
choose to take to your new home.
 You’ll find more expert 
guidance here, in our blog about the best 
home organization resources.

2. Knock it out in a day, if possible.
 Stringing out the decluttering process 
over a prolonged period of time can lead 
to mental fatigue. (I just want this to be 
done already.) If possible, set aside one 

day to cover the house from top to bottom. 
Cue up your favorite tunes, brew a pot of 
tea or coffee and get in the zone. By the 
end of the day, you’ll be amazed by your 
home’s transformation, and remaining 
objects will be properly organized for a 
streamlined packing experience later on.

3. Proceed by type of item instead of room.
 Form a game plan based on what 
categories of objects you have to sort (e.g., 
shoes, papers, books, memorabilia). A 
particular type of object may be scattered 
throughout the home anyway, so this 
approach enables you to gather everything 
into one central place, where you can then 
parse out what to keep and discard before 
moving on to the next item.

4. Ask, Is this item really necessary?
 Preparing for a move and tossing 
out unnecessary possessions can stir up 
more feelings than you expect, but if 
you can’t look at something and express 
unequivocally that it’s necessary to your 
happiness and well-being, get rid of it. 
Simple as that. Once you’re finished, 
it’s likely you’ll be less stressed and 
find yourself relishing a life filled with 
items that “spark joy,” as Marie Kondo 
would phrase it. This includes gifts from 
friends and family. Just because you 
don’t keep something doesn’t mean you 
didn’t appreciate the gesture. (Or as Mom 
always says, it’s the thought that counts.)

5. Sort remaining possessions with care.
 If you’ve been honest with yourself, 
the items that remain (i.e., what you’ll 
pack up for the new home) are made up 
only of what truly enriches your life. 
Thus, you’ll want to take the time to 
store these with care—both so that they 
don’t get treated like random clutter, 
and because it’ll make the packing and 
labeling process a cinch when it comes 
time to break out the boxes.

6. Screen incoming items.
 Now that you’ve got the hang of 
this honest sorting process, apply it to all 
incoming items—anything from the mail 
to birthday gifts. When you’re preparing 
for a move, anything you keep is one more 
item to pack, so filter and sort accordingly.
 By dedicating a little time and sorting 
thoroughly, you’ll be well on your way to 
a smooth move.

ANNUAL SUMMER
ONLINE CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION
SATURDAY JULY 30, 2022

ITEMS BEGIN ENDING AT 5PM 
Lehde Auction Facility 289 South Illinois St

Addieville IL 62214



BUY A FARM IS A FULLY LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY SPECIALIZING IN 
RURAL REAL ESTATE SALES AND AUCTIONS.

FARMS AND FARMLAND, HUNT AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES, COUNTRY HOMES, 
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES AND MORE!

Buy A Farm Brokers and Auctioneers Are Licensed in IL, MO and IN.
Offices in Flora, Greenup, Kinmundy, Murphysboro, 

Sparta and Steeleville, IL
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CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998

THE DEER AND THE CHEVY 
COLBALT
By Darrell Sterling
 My son in law promised my 3-year-
old granddaughter that one day he would 
give is old chevy cobalt to her to drive. 
She was very excited but les than a week 
later the car was totaled as a deer ran out in 
front of the car. My son in law Josh Francis 
was fine but my granddaughter, Lydia, was 
mad telling me when I went out to hunt one 
night, “Grandpa you need to get that deer 
that killed the Cobalt.”
 I took a doe that night and Lydia asked 
if that was deer that wrecked the Cobalt? 
I told her no that the deer that ruined her 
car was a big buck that grandpa would get 
for her. I was not successful taking a buck 
that year, so the car ruining buck was still 
running loose!
 I heard from my daughter later in the 
year that Lydia was still upset and talked 
about how the deer killed her car. She really 
thought that she would be driving that car 
one day. The next year I went out with my 
daughter to discuss where to set some of 
the trail cameras. A year had gone by since 
the accident Lydia was getting ready to 
turn four years old but darn if she didn’t 

want to know if the trail cameras caught a 
picture of that dang deer that ruined her car. 
It was just stuck in her head. I thought this 
was just too funny. I told her that this year 
I would get her revenge for the car. I would 
get the buck responsible. 
 Hunting season finally came around 
and I headed to my stand that was behind 
my daughter’s house. The grandkids were 
happy to have grandpa visiting but wanted 
to why I had to hunt so much they wanted 
me to hang out with them but not Lydia 
grandpa needed to get that deer. I think her 
mind the buck might strike again at another 
car and she really was holding a grudge, 
either way I had a cheering section every 
time that I headed to the tree stand. It is 
fantastic to come in from your morning 
hunt to be greeted by a 4-year-old running 
up to you to give you a big hug and ask if 
you got the deer. 
 I hunted hard 6-7 hours per day, day 
after day. The corn feeder hadn’t been 
running so the deer were not visiting my 
tree stand. I started dropping corn and 
magically the deer started showing up. 

One day I was getting ready to go hunt 
when Lydia asked me, “where are you 
going grandpa?” I told her it was time 
for me to go hunt. She said OK just wait 
and ran off. She came back putting her 
coat on. My daughter asked her where 
do you think your going? She said as a 
matter of fact that she was going hunting 
with Grandpa. We both laughed and told 
her she wasn’t old enough yet. She was 
pretty upset. I walked to the stand smiling 
thinking in 8-9 years I would have to get 

her to take the hunters safety course and 
she will be hunting with me. The thought 
definitely warmed my heart as I headed to 
a cold tree stand.
  I had a little 4-point buck that started 
keeping me company. He seemed to come 
out every afternoon and make his way to 
the corn pile. 
 One afternoon he came in but seemed 
a little jumpy and kept looking around and 
sure enough a big body 9 pointer came out 

Father and daughter with our 
1st buck off the property.

Grandkids and my deer
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of the timber and slowly very cautiously 
made his way over to bully the smaller the 
buck and take over the corn pile. 
 My daughter lives in Southern Ohio 
which is the land of giant bucks. The 9 
pointer was a nice buck with a huge body, 
but he was still young. He was 20 yards 
away and broadside. I waited fighting 
with the decision on whether or not to take 
him. I wanted to pass knowing bigger deer 
roamed these hills. I was still deciding when 
the wind must have changed because both 
bucks leaped up and ran off. I remember 
thinking well that was easy the decision was 
taken out of my hands. 
 I was wondering if I made a mistake 
passing on the buck but about 15 minutes 
later my little friend came out sauntering 
around out of the timber slowly coming to 
the corn. I wondered if the 9 pointer was 
going to follow. I didn’t have to wonder 
very long as he came right out. He turned 
away so I could get my binoculars up to 
take a closer look. I had passed on him the 
first time as I had plenty of time take the 
shot, but I couldn’t do it twice. I decided I 
would take him if he came in again. It was 
different this time was the buck was acting 
spooky unlike my little 4-point friend how 
came right up, the big buck just skirted the 
perimeter disappearing behind the trees. 
I wasn’t sure if he was going to come in. 
I was trying to range him. I was shooting 
my Ravin R29 Cross bow which is deadly 

accurate out to 100 yards. I cannot shoot it 
that far, but I felt very comfortable taking 
a 60–70-yard shot. My rangefinder which 
had worked on the range and in the field 
failed to work for me which really got me 
flustered. I know the buck was 35-40 yards 
away. I was thinking of taking the shot, but 
the buck kept circling around so I thought 
let’s see if he will come all the way in. It 
took awhile but slowly and surely; he made 
his way into the corn pile. 
 The small buck moved away. It was 
getting dark. I let the buck start to feed 
before angling my crossbow into place 
lowering my eye to the scope. The buck 
moved slightly but I let the bolt loose. It 
smacked the buck traveling 430 feet per 
second. The sound was a vicious supersonic 
SMACK! The buck leaped and ran off right 
under my tree stand and disappeared behind 
me. I waited 30 minutes because I didn’t 
hear the buck go down, I walked back to 
the house to get my daughter and Josh. 
We all grabbed some flashlights jumped 
into their Polaris Razor and drove back to 
my stand. Josh quickly found blood and 
my arrow. The arrow didn’t have the sign 
that I hoped for, but Josh picked up more 
blood and he took off tracking. The blood 
trail was massive he was really pumping 
blood as he ran. Josh led the way. I was 
disappointed we hadn’t found the buck 30-
40 yards away as I took a 20-yard shot. My 
broadhead made a 2 1/4-inch cut. We only 

had to go another 30 yards or so to find the 
buck. I was instantly relieved.
 The body was huge I was happy that 
I was going to fill my freezer. We loaded 
up the buck and took it back to the house. 
The grandkids filed out all excited to see 
Grandpa’s deer. Lydia was very interested. 
I proudly told her that this was the buck 
that killed the Cobalt. Her eyes got big. I 
told her the buck had the Cobalt blue paint 
on his butt, but I cleaned it off, but it was 
for sure the deer that ruined her would be 
car. She gave me the sweetest hug. I love 
that little girl. 
 It was interesting how all four grand 
kids had a different reaction to the buck. 
My 2-year grandson was scared at first 

but loosen right up grabbing the antlers 
and giving them a tug. The 1o year was 
terrified, while the 7-year-old was proud 
of me. Lydia remained curious and wanted 
to examine the deer. She wanted to check 
out the damage the broadhead had made. 
She wanted to know when we would eat 
the deer meat. She was fascinated by 
the whole process. When they came for 
Thanksgiving the first thing Lydia wanted 
to know when she saw me was where was 
the deer? She looked over my trophy room 
and wanted to know where was the deer. 
I have taken bigger deer for sure, but this 
will always be one of my favorite hunts. 
Grandkids are the best!

Father and daughter with our 
1st buck off the property. A happy hunter
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THE CURRENT LAND MARKET IS HOT!
WE HAVE ACTIVE BUYERS WAITING FOR YOUR 

PROPERTY NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL.

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

THE LAND SPECIALISTS AT ACRE PRO ILLINOIS 
FARM AND REC LAND ARE HERE 

TO HELP LEAD THE WAY 
FOR YOUR IN ALL YOUR BUYING /SELLING NEEDS

BRAD BELSER
(309) 231-1449

Brad.belser@acrepro.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777

Jim.ferguson@acrepro.com

COPI IS WHATS FOR DINNER!
 Last month the IDNR announced 
a new project to rebrand the Asian 
carp that infest our waterways with a 
new name and advertising campaign 
designed to gain their acceptance as a 
food fish. And Copi, short for copious, 
is the name. 
 Regardless of the name we in the 
bowfishing community have known 
the about excellent quality seafood 
these fish offer. White mild tasting 

flakey meat that is excellent anyway 
you cook it. Free of contaminants 
such as PCBs and mercury, these fish 
are the best our rivers offer to those 
who fish to stock the freezer.
 While Copi is the name, three 
different fish species are included 
under its umbrella. Grass carp, Silver 
Carp and Bighead Carp.  You can also 
add the rare Black carp.
 Look to see where Copi shows 
up next. Recently Gordon Foods 
has announced it will be carrying 
processed Copi and many restaurants 
are now including it on their menus. 
 Why does a bowfishing 

organization care about a fish name? 
Well, the most efficient way for 
recreational anglers to harvest them 
is by BOWFISHING! Yes, snagging 
is legal, but you are limited to dams. 
When bowfishing the river is yours to 
stalk.
 You can count on the BAI to bring 
you new Copi recipes and have all the 
information you need to get out there 
and fill your freezer with tasty Copi!

VIRTUAL TOURNAMENTS 
 During the pandemic the BAI 
turned to virtual tournaments as a way 
bowfishers could get out on the water 
and have some fun competing with 
other bowfishers across the state. Now 
with the pandemic just about over 
bowfishers are faced with the highest 
gas prices ever seen making travel thru 
our large state more expensive than 
most tournament pay outs even if they 

AUGUST 2022 
FIREARM & AMMO ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

OPEN FOR CONSIGNMENTS!!
CLOSES SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2022 AT 6PM

250 + Firearms and Related Items
A great Variety of Firearms Featured in This Auction

Military Firearms Rich in History Spanning 
from World War I Thru Vietnam

TO CONSIGN CALL NATE AT 618-292-9412

BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries
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Large flat lot on Lake Marie with dock, gazebo, and car port, which sits on the 
back of the approx. 1.59 acres overlooking the lake. This one level 
4-bedroom home with 2 1/2 baths. Large open kitchen, family room, 
formal dining and living room. Kitchen has granite countertops and 

breakfast bar. 15x7 pantry between home and garage. Gas fireplace in family 
room with French patio door to patio. Master bedroom has own bath and 

walk-in closet. Also has 2-sided gas fireplace and double doors to sunroom 
with a hot tub. Double doors to patio. 5 car garage has attic storage. 

Major remodel in 2003. Broken patio door will be replaced. Home inspection, 
home warranty. Septic up to code with Fulton County.

Beautiful 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with a 24x24 garage with loft, sits on 
a corner. This home was completely remodeled all the way to studs in 2012. 

Beautiful hardwood floors, crown molding, plumbing &electrical, 
leaded glass in windows upstairs and down, 10 stain glass windows on main 

floor., newer eat-in kitchen. With built- ins. Antique bird light & many solid 
woods with carvings, antique hardware and tile. Pantry has wine cooler & 

stain glass. Swinging butler door between kitchen & dining room. Butlers pass 
through. The dining room has 2 built-in china cabinets with stereo system and 
surround in living room that will stay & 3 tv’s. Newer windows in this home. 
French antique curtains will stay. Enclosed screen front porch is 21.03 x 8.02. 

With antique lighting, ceiling fans and deck & steps built by Amish. Tall, usable 
basement with storage. Furnace in 2012. 3 heating and ac wall units in 

home in 2012. Garage has a floored attic for storage. Fruit trees.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

16169 E. WEE-MA-TUK, CUBA, IL 61427- $324,900

303 S 2ND, CUBA, IL 61427 - $229,995

win. So, the BAI 
has once again 
started biweekly 
virtual shoots. 
Participants must 
check in weigh in 
on Facebook live 
to take part. Entry 
fees are taken 
via PayPal and 
winnings sent out 
day of shoot. 
 A n o t h e r 
benefit of virtual 
shoots will be 
less congestion at 
public ramps or 
pressure on any 
one lake or river. Check them out at 
the BAI Facebook page!

CONGRATULATIONS TIME!
 First the BAI wants to welcome 
the many new members we have 
gained in the club over the past several 
months. We are here for you! If there 
is any questions answered or help we 
can offer please let us know. 
 And now BIG congrats go out to 
Jillian Stasiak for harvesting her first 
fish with a bow!! Congratulations to 
17yr old Kelsie High for taking her 
first ever Bighead Carp with a bow! 
AND congratulations to Clara 
Timmons for shooti g her personal 
best grass carp at the mid July virtual 
shoot and also for taking second 
place! Check out their pictures and 
a few others from last moths virtual 
shoots....see ya next month!
BOWFISHINGS FUN!!
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888-311-LAND
NEW LISTINGS NEEDED!

 Great Time to Sell Your Farm, Hunting Land, Lake Property or Recreational Land! Properties are Selling Fast!
Check our Website to Look at 100’s of Listings

www.legacylandco.com

CALL CABOT BENTON AT 
217-371-2598 TO DISCUSS DETAILS

LEVEL UP YOUR REAL ESTATE SKILLS 
AND SET OUT ON A NEW ADVENTURE 

BY JOINING OUR GREAT TEAM!

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

ROGER ROAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
rroan@legacylandco.com

618-554-7237

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Land Specialist/Agent/ AL, GA

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

BRYAN CLARK
Land Specialist/Broker/CO
bclark@legacylandco.com

970-987-2220

DUSTIN HORTON
Land Specialist/Agent TN

dhorton@legacylandco.com
931-273-5809

GLENN AULT
Principal Broker CO

gault@legacylandco.com
970-379-1462

KYLEIGH SHEEHAN
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

ksheehan@legacylandco.com
217-473-4530

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

URIAH PADDOCK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

upaddock@legacylandco.com
765-585-8420

LEE ANN CLARK
Land Specialist/Agent CO
lclark@legacylandco.com

970-210-6115

DAVE NEU
LLand Specialist/Broker/IL

dneu@legacylandco.com
920-427-2335

JAMES DANIELS
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jdaniels@legacylandco.com
229-886-2929

SETH EDWARDS
Land Specialist/Agent/IN

sedwards@legacylandco.com
765-366-4537

KELLI PINKERTON
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

kpinkerton@legacylandco.com
765-585-1710

CORINA MASTERMAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

cmasterman@legacylandco.com
217-274-1554

JUSTIN GRIMSLEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgrimsley@legacylandco.com
217-508-8615

TARISA TAYLOR
Land Specialist/Agent/IN
ttaylor@legacylandco.com

765-585-5857

AMY LAKAMP
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

alakamp@legacylandco.com
888-311-LAND (5263)

DILLON KNOPP
Land Specialist/Agent/KS

dknopp@legacylandco.com
620-215-1101

CHARLOTTE SQUIRES
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

csquires@legacylandco.com

GREG OTTO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

gotto@legacylandco.com

JOHN LINNEY
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

jlinney@legacylandco.com

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 11 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences
ListHub • Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com

Looking for Experienced Agents in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and Colorado
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Call for a FREE Market 
Analysis of Your Property

VISIT FARMANDLAKEHOUSES.COM
Central IllInoIs’ #1 speCIalIst for mInI farms, log CabIns & lake homes.

*ExcEllEncE in cliEnt SErvicE AwArd winnEr from GooGlE/HomESnAp 2019
*HomEliGHt top AGEntS 2019 * BESt AGEnt winnEr 2020, 2021

*rEcord BrEAkinG SAlES YEArS 2019, 2020, 2021

Jerry Grodesky – Designated Managing Broker

(217) 386-4220 

30
YearsExperience

ILLINOIS PROPERTIES NEEDED: HORSE OR HOBBY FARMS, LAND, 
COUNTRY ESTATES, LOG HOMES, RESORTS & LAKE HOUSES. 

Area’s #1 Specialist- Winner of Client Service & Sales Awards! 
Unprecedented Rural Marketing Program reaches more buyers. 

#1 country website- FarmAndLakeHouses.com. Reach 36,000+ agents in 
huge MLS includes Chicagoland to Champaign to Bloomington. 

Exposure on more websites & ads in equine, 
rec & outdoor magazines.My Exclusive Real Estate Booth will showcase your property 

to 40,000+ attendees at sport, horse & outdoor shows across Illinois! 
SINCE 1991, HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS SOLD

2165 HENDERSON TRAIL, WATAGA, IL 61488 - $624,900 

8 Acre luxurious, magical & upscale Equestrian Property in a picturesque setting with a 
twist- it also has a Equestrian B&B business! Nightly visitors can stay in the handsome 
19x15 suite or the 25x14 in-law apartment. Horses have access to: 60x88 Indoor Arena 

(insulated & htd), Outdoor Arena, 40x90 Barn with four 12x16 stalls with water & 
wash area, & 7 Paddocks. There is also a 30x56 section with an 18x30 htd office. 

Car enthusiasts will love the 3-car attached garage on home & another 3-car garage 
& 3/4 bath adjacent to the suite. The house is gorgeous & features a Gourmet kitchen 
for the chef, formal DR, Master suite, 3 bedrooms & an office, 2 lofts, LR with fireplace 
& a basement family room & den/workshop. But don’t miss the 25x15 Home Theatre 

room- fun for the whole family! 2nd basement stairs to garage. Out back, the deck 
leads to a paver patio & fenced yard for your dogs or kids. Follow the path thru your 

forest to the creek & an interesting clearing awaiting your ideas. 2 Septics. City water. 
Whole house generator. Trex decking. Pleasant country setting with plenty of 

shopping & dining just 14 minutes away in Galesburg, IL.

708 HOPEWELL HILLS ROAD, LACON, IL 61540 - $799,900 

Absolute pristine Ranch home with pond & 3 car attached garage is nestled on 
35 Acres that backs up to Timber Ridge Country Club. There is also a htd. 6 yr. old 60x80 
Outbuilding- complete with 15’ lean too on two sides, separate well, auto waterers & 
200amp service. Pastures have tensile fencing. Fenced yard for the dogs or kids. Inside 

the Brazilian hardwood flooring certainly is eye catching & appealing! This upscale home 
features a custom Master Suite with dual french doors to decks, a fireplace, WIC & an 
eclectic master jacuzzi bath with htd floor- the WI shower is a must see! The second 

master suite has a private bath & WIC too. Your Gourmet Kitchen will please the family 
chef with stainless appliances, butler pantry, wine fridge & center island opens to a 

Great Room like Living Room with fireplace- excellent for entertaining! 4 full baths & a 
half bath in total. Main floor laundry. Finished basement has another bedroom, huge 

“L” shaped storage & a Game Room that will entice the entire family. Zoned htg & cooling. 
Whole house generator. ADT alarm system. Natural Gas. Composite decks. County airport 

nearby. Lacon Marina & all the fun of the Illinois River is 2 miles away. Ideal location for 
horses or livestock, nature lovers, retirees, hunting enthusiasts or executives.

STUDENTS STUDY WILDLIFE 
RESPONSES TO INVASIVE 
HONEYSUCKLE & MANAGEMENT
By Nicole Morris, Sage Chiles, Emma DeVeydt, Justin J. Shew

Honeysuckle Project Overview: Virtual lab 
takes hold during pandemic
 Understanding wildlife responses to 
management and invasive species while 
engaging undergraduate students in the 
process is one of main facets of Dr. Justin 
Shew’s lab at National Great Rivers Research 
and Education Center (NGRREC), a division 
of Lewis and Clark Community College based 
in Godfrey, IL. 
 “We are specifically trying to better 
understand habitat management effects on 
wildlife from treefrogs to wild turkey…” said 
Shew “…and our partners and the NGRREC 
Strike Team are targeting management of invasive 
bush honeysuckle.” Honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.) 
was brought over from Asia and has taken over 
many unmanaged eastern and midwestern forest 
and woodlands by outcompeting numerous 
species of native plants for resources through its 
early and extended growing period. 

 “Our Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) partners are taking advantage 
of this trait by spraying growing honeysuckle in 
the late fall with aerial herbicide sprays from 
crop dusters and helicopters after native plants 
have gone dormant,” Shew explained.
 Unexpectedly, the pandemic has helped 
Shew maintain an active virtual lab, that would 
otherwise not be possible, where he meets 
weekly with students in a group and individually, 
virtually. Students “meet” from University of 
Illinois Springfield (UIS), Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville, Webster University 
(St. Louis, MO), Southeast Missouri State 
University (Cape Girardeau, MO), and Lewis 
and Clark Community College. 
 “Mentoring these enthusiastic students is 

easily the greatest aspect of my job,” said Shew. 
“Although we have a common honeysuckle 
project we have several student-driven side projects 
emerging from our lab meetings and discussions.” 
 Many of Shew’s summer interns 
from NGRREC’s 2021 Intern Program and 
before remain engaged in their summer research 
to present their findings at organizational annual 
meetings, such as the Illinois Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society, and to be submitted to peer-
reviewed publications.

Management and Mapping
 One UIS graduate student, Nicole Morris, 
an intern with the IDNR Division of Private 
Lands, is working on the honeysuckle project. 
Her internship has granted her the opportunity 
to assist with habitat management activities 
to control honeysuckle and then research its 
effects on wildlife.
 “Removing bush honeysuckle promotes 
growth and diversity of native plant species 
which in turn can help wildlife,” explained 
Morris. The techniques often employed to 
improve habitat and control honeysuckle are 
herbicide spraying, prescribed burning and cut-
stump herbicide treatment. Morris’s graduate 
capstone research project focuses on gaining 
a better understanding of how controlling 
honeysuckle via aerial spraying and prescribed 
burning has impacted the native wildlife, 
specifically the gray treefrog complex. Her 
objectives are focused on seeing how managed 
and unmanaged sites compare in regard to 
treefrog abundance and presence.

 “It’s fascinating to see how contrasting 
the environment is between managed and 
unmanaged areas.” said Morris. “Dense 
honeysuckle stands present in unmanaged areas 
make it nearly impossible to walk through.”
 Besides collecting data in the field, 
Morris was also tasked with reaching out to 
IDNR District Natural Heritage Biologists, 

One of many virtual lab meetings, with this one 
being held on April 6, 2022. Meeting topics can 
include research paper discussion, collaborative 

manuscript preparation, poster/oral presentation 
feedback, research logistics, research ideas and 
student opportunities. We also don’t like to take 

ourselves too seriously.

 Left: A gray treefrog rests at the lip of a PVC pipe 
refuge which has an installed escape rope for small 
mammals. Right: An artificial pipe refuge attached 
to an oak tree with bungee cords is used to survey 

gray treefrogs. Rainwater collects in the bottom cap 
simulating a damp tree cavity used by treefrogs.
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Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated Managing Broker • Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573 • Office: 309-343-1186

115 Lakeview Dr., East Galesburg, IL - $99,900
MLS# CA1013733

Lakefront lot with mature trees that is perfect for building. 
Access to city water, sewer, and electricity available. 

NEW PRICE!

Illinois Recreational Access Program 
(IRAP) coordinators and landowners to 
find and piece together the management 
histories on these properties over the last 5 
to 10 years. Her ultimate goal is to make a 
map of management across these properties 
using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
for use in her capstone project and assist the 
lab in determining effects of management on 
wildlife in these areas.

Preliminary Results: Mammals, birds and 
methods improvement

 Interns have performed research on 
a variety of subjects relating to habitat 
management. Jacob Decker, a former NGRREC 
intern and Habitat Strike Team member, 
used trail cameras to discover that there are 
generally more different mid-sized mammal 
species in areas sprayed with herbicide to 
reduce honeysuckle coverage. An earlier study 
done by Phil Rathz, of Lewis and Clark and a 
member of the Habitat Strike Team, also tended 

to find fewer Illinois forest bird Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need in areas with more 
honeysuckle. 
 The lab collectively just finished writing 
a paper for submission about a method for 
improving studies done with treefrogs, which 
commonly deploy PVC pipes as artificial 
shelters. In the earlier days of the study, the 
lab sometimes found small mammals getting 
caught in pipes. To prevent this, the team added 
escape ropes to the pipes, after which non-target 
mammal captures no longer occurred. 
 Intern Sage Chiles commented “it’s great 
that such a quick and cheap modification can 
fix this issue, so now we have reduced our 
impact on other species while trying to better 
understand how to help treefrogs.”

Frog Photo Identification

 This past year, Emma DeVeydt 
worked closely with Dr. Shew and his lab 
to complete her senior thesis project for her 
bachelor’s degree in biology through Webster 

University, while also completing a National 
Science Foundation Research Experience 
for Undergraduate internship at NGRREC. 
Throughout the year, she focused on individually 
identifying gray treefrogs by using photography 
and a computer software called I3S (Interactive 
Individual Identification System). She knew 
non-invasive photographic identification had 
been done with large marine mammals, such 
as whales, which relied on unique marks and 
scars on animals being matched by multiple 
photographs. She quickly became curious to 
see if this less-invasive method would work 
for the treefrogs. DeVeydt joined other interns 
working with Dr. Shew and took pictures of 
any gray treefrogs found in the PVC refuges. At 
her computer she then spent time going through 
each photo and inserting them into the program 
to build a photo database. After each round of 
photo collection, she would use the program to 
quickly find possible matches that were ranked 
and scored (i.e. frogs that were recaptured would 
have closer matches suggested by the program). 
 “The best part of the process was finding a 
match,” explained DeVeydt. “It was rewarding 
since it takes a lot of work to collect the photos, 
organize them, and prepare them for the 
software.” The data that she has collected has 
allowed her to compare gray treefrog recaptures 
to the amount of honeysuckle that was present 
at the site and if honeysuckle previously 
sprayed with herbicide would have an impact 
on the frogs’ recapture rate.
 Nicole Morris is a graduate student 
at The University of Illinois – Springfield 
(UIS) working on her M.S. in Environmental 
Science and Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) certification. She received her B.S. in 
Biology and Environmental Studies from UIS 
in 2020. She is certified as a prescribed burn 

manager and works as a Conservation Habitat 
Technician in the Private Lands Division at the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources.
 Sage Chiles is a 2022 graduate from 
Southeast Missouri State University (SEMO) 
with a B.S. in Conservation and Wildlife Biology, 
and minors in Environmental Science and in 
Sustainability. Chiles is now working towards GIS 
and Master Naturalist certifications. They are the 
vice president of SEMO’s Diversify STEM club 
and a member of SEMO’s Stream Team club.
 Emma DeVeydt graduated from Webster 
University in the fall of 2021 with her 
bachelors degree in biology with an emphasis 
in biodiversity. She has a passion for wildlife, 
conservation and sustainability, and is working 
to incorporate her passions into her career. Even 
though her focus has been centered on Missouri 
and Illinois native wildlife, she is aiming to 
redirect her focus to marine wildlife in Florida.
 Justin J. Shew manages the National 
Great Rivers Research and Education Center’s 
Conservation Programs including the Land 
Conservation Specialist Program and Habitat 
Strike Team and is currently president-elect 
of the Illinois Chapter of the Wildlife Society. 
His research focuses on wildlife associations 
to multi-scale habitat. An example of his work 
can be found here. If you are an undergraduate 
student and have interest in joining Shew’s 
virtual lab you can contact him directly at 
jshew@lc.edu for more information.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration Program Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Project W- 147-T).

HOYLAND AUCTIONSHOYLAND AUCTIONS

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY:

HOYLAND AUCTION, INC. - DELAVAN, IL
309-244-7140 or 309-696-0614

RANDY HOYLAND #440000419

Specializing in Farm, Estate and Antique Auctions
Family Owned and Operated Since 1985.

See Any Auctions in Your Future? Give Us a Call!

40 ACRES40 ACRES of prime farm ground located on Bell School Rd. between 
Elmwood and Brimfield in Peoria County, IL.  PIN: 06-22-300-001

Real Estate Terms:Real Estate Terms:  Down payment of $25,000 on sale day with balance due in 30 days, at closing.  
Not subject to financing.  Property sold “as is” with possession upon closing and taxes prorated.

Legal Description:Legal Description:  NW 1/4 SW 1/4 SEC 22-10N-5E 40 AC 
Contact the auctioneer for further information or go to 

www.hoylandauction.comwww.hoylandauction.com for ad and pictures

FARM GROUND PUBLIC AUCTION
40 ACRES +/-

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022 AT 10:00 AM
DAWSON IRREVOCABLE TRUST

AUCTION CONDUCTED AT: ELMWOOD BANQUET HALL • 112 S. MAGNOLIA, ELMWOOD, IL

Jacob Decker, a 2021 NGRREC summer research 
intern, deployed multiple trail cameras during the 

summer of 2021. Among his observations were 
a raccoon family (top left), bobcat (top right), 
an albino white-tailed deer fawn with mother 
(bottom left) and wild turkey (bottom right).

A match example of a treefrog was found using 
the I3S software and pictures of the treefrog’s 

right leg. Pictures of the frog’s back and left leg 
were used to verify each match. The top row of 

pictures are of treefrog #13 from June 2, 2021 and 
the bottom row of pictures are of treefrog #13 

from June 29, 2021.
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
JIM MALOOF/REALTOR

2507 N. Main St.East Peoria, IL 61611
Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

312 Wolf Crossing Dr. - Morton - $689,900
Custom built 4 bedroom, 5 bath home home on 2.38 acres! It is located in Wolf Crossing 

subdivision & combines the peacefulness of country living w/ a touch of neighborhood! Stunning 
masonry on exterior & interior w/ incredible stonework fireplace! The attention to detail will 

capture you as soon as you walk through the door! Call for your private showing!

301 Whistling Strait - Washington - $600,000
Stunning 2 story, 4 BR, 4.5 BA home located on a 2.1-acre wooded lot in Washington. Deep set-

back from road & wooded back property offer niceprivacy w/ perks of neighborhood/subdivision. 
Terrific floor plan w/ loads of daylight, living room boasts gorgeous hardwood floors, tray ceiling, 
& stunning FP. Spacious open kitchen w/ granite & GE Monogram appliances, Butler’s pantry, 
dovetail drawers, walk-in pantry w/ upgraded shelving, & adjacent sun porch - recently painted.

30250 N IL Route 41 - Avon - $185,000
Would you like a home in the country? Would you like to earn income with storage options? 

Do you need room for show animals? This property trulyhas it all and won’t last long in this market. 
Also you will love the convenience of being close to town but will have plenty of room and privacy 
on two acres! The 4 bed 2bath home has tons of potential! All of this, plus a 40x63 storage barn 

with concrete flooring, plus shed! Truly a unique, beautiful country property. 
Schedule your private showing today to see for yourself! SOLD AS IS.

273 Santa Fe Trail - Metamora - $375,000
Immaculate 4 BR, 3 BA, 2-story home that is a hidden gem that is close to all the city amenities 

yet is a secluded wooded retreat! You will fall in love with the amazing pond & wooded views! This 
expansive beauty features striking hardwood floors throughout the main & upper level, living rm, 
& family rm. Open kitchen w/appliances that stay, plus island & tile backsplash. Enjoy the serene 

setting on your back patio, w/ access to the pond that is equipped w/ a handy dock!

WHO’S GOT THE TIME?
A PARENT’S GUIDE TO RAISING OUTDOORS 
KIDS-FAILURES FROM THE FIELD
By Shae Birkey

 Given that you’re reading 
Adventure Sports Outdoors I will 
assume you enjoy the outdoors.  I’ll also 
assume that if you are a parent, you’d 
like to spend MORE time outdoors 
with your kids.  There are lots of 
reasons WHY you might want to spend 
time with your kids outdoors.  Perhaps 
it’s a bit selfish (it’s ok to admit), in 
that YOU want to spend more time 
outdoors.  I wasn’t a parent until my mid 
30’s which means that my wife and I 
spent many years together traveling and 
generally living by and for ourselves.  
When our first-born came around, we 
both recognized that our lives would 
come second to theirs (especially early 
on).  Notice I didn’t say we would have 
NO lives.  It’s as important to take care 
of yourself and your relationship as it 
is to take care of your kids—after all, if 
we aren’t doing those things, our kids 
WILL ultimately suffer. Combining 
things you are passionate about is a 
great way to live a fuller, and more 
efficient life.  One way you can do this 
is through INCLUDING them in your 
outdoor activities.  
 The benefits of exposing kids to 
the great outdoors is profound and has 
been studied and proven for many, 
many years.  Studies show that being 
outdoors provides us humans stress 
relief.  Think about this—as a human 
species we only relatively recently 
began keeping ourselves indoors more 
than out.  That innate sense (the same 
one that drives us to be obsessive 
about hunting) is still inside us and we 
still need sunshine on our faces and a 
connection to nature.  In today’s time, 
disconnecting our kids and ourselves 
from technology and reconnecting with 
nature is essential to our mental and 
physical well-being.  As a collective 
species, we are more stressed, more 
depressed, and more unhappy than ever 
before.  Many Scientists attribute this 
to our disconnect from Mother Earth 
herself.  Millions of years of evolution 
cannot be suddenly uprooted overnight 
without repercussion.  
 If you struggle to disconnect then 
bring your smart phone along and 

use any number of geo-caching, bird 
watching, tree/plant id, and activity 
trackers to make the adventure more 
fun for you and the kiddos.  Technology 
isn’t all bad and it can be used to teach 
them and us about the outdoors. There 
are now apps that allow you to take a 
picture of a tree leaf and identify it as 
well as identify bird species through a 
series of color, location, and other keys.      
 I will tell you that based on my 
own experience there is no “minimum” 
age to take your kids outdoors and get 
them involved in activities like hiking, 
canoeing, camping, hunting, fishing, 
and even some more extreme forms 
of outdoor recreation.  Of course, 
there are some obviously illegal and 
general good parenting practices that 
need to be exercised so as not to put 
them at great risk BUT I hear far too 
often (and disagree) when people say 
their little ones are “not ready yet” 
for many of these activities.  The 
sooner you start getting them out in 
a safe and fun way, the sooner they 
will want to come with you and begin 
incorporating these life lessons and 
activities into their lives and make 
them lifelong passions of their own.  
What more could a parent want?  Start 
by buying a rigid frame backpacking 
kids carrier and take them on walks on 
trails and along creeks at local parks.  
Expose them to the prairies, woods, 
lakes, rivers, and oceans of this great 
land.  Take them overnight camping in 
a portable crib and put it in your tent—
you’d probably be surprised how well 
they sleep and how much fun they 
(and you) have if properly prepared.  
Be choosy about these adventures 
though—pick nice weather days and 
have everything you need to keep them 
comfortable.  What you DON’T want 
to do is make it a miserable experience 
for the both of you. I know it takes a 
lot of effort to take kids outside but 
step up to the plate, be intentional, and 
put in the work it takes to show them 
just how fun outdoor recreation can be.  
It will make them (and you) happier, 
healthier, and more active and provide 
a lifetime of memories.



August 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  95

Susie 
McMillen

3622 N. Knoxville, Peoria. IL
309-338-2900  

Randy 
McMillen
309-338-2216

Each office independently owned and operated.

susiemcmillen@yahoo.com • www.susiemcmillen.com • Facebook.com/SusieMcMillenRealtor

26015 N. Upper Lake Road 
Canton, IL • $230,000 

3BR/2BA Ranch

2 ACRE COUNTRY SETTING

23420 N. Putt Creek Road 
Cuba, IL • $235,000 

2BR Ranch on 8.65 Acres

PRIVATE SETTING!

1751 E. Walnut Street 
Canton, IL • $324,900 
3BR on 2.4 Acres MOL

ONE OF A KIND

1930 N. Main Street 
Canton, IL • $850,000 

Great Investment Opportunity

8 UNITS
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IDNR ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR YOUTH HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES ON PRIVATE LAND THROUGH IRAP

Youth shotgun, youth and adult 
archery deer hunters urged to apply

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) is accepting applications 
from youth shotgun and youth and 
adult archery hunters for fall 2022 
deer hunting on private land through 
the Illinois Recreational Access 
Program, commonly known as IRAP.
 IDNR has leased more than 
16,400 acres of private land for the 
fall 2022 deer season through IRAP, 
creating 380 public access deer 
hunting sites in 42 counties. Sites are 
available during the youth shotgun 
period in October and for archery 
deer hunting during the entire 
month of October and the latter half 
of December. There is no cost to 
participants. 
 IRAP deer hunting applications 

are accepted online only and must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. Aug. 10. Hunters 
may submit up to three IRAP deer 
hunting applications per year, one 
for each IRAP deer hunting period 
(youth shotgun, second and third 
IRAP periods).
 Applications for IRAP youth 
shotgun deer hunting sites can be found 
at https://bit.ly/IRAPyouthshotgun. 
Applications for IRAP youth and 
adult deer hunting sites can be found 
at https://bit.ly/IRAParchery.
 Deer hunting on IRAP-leased 
property is offered during the 
following 2022 hunting periods:

• Youth shotgun: Oct. 8-10
• Youth and adult archery: 
 • Period 1: Oct. 1-15
 • Period 2: Oct. 16-31
 • Period 3: Dec. 16-31

 A lottery will take place when 
more applications are received than 
there are sites available.
 To participate, youth hunters must 
not have reached their 18th birthday 
by the first day of the hunting period, 
and they must be accompanied by an 
adult who is at least 21 years old.
 Adult archery deer hunters must 
be at least 18 by the start of the 
archery deer period for which they’re 
applying. All adult hunters born in 
1980 or later must have completed 
an IDNR-approved hunter education 
course and must have an Illinois 
hunting license and a valid IDNR 
archery deer hunting permit for the 
county in which they’re applying to 
hunt (if awarded a site).
 Successful applicants will be 
notified by mail about three weeks 
prior to their assigned hunting period, 
upon which they will receive a map 

with coordinates, driving directions 
and an IRAP site permit allowing 
them to hunt on their assigned, 
privately owned deer hunting site.
 IRAP is funded through a 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. To date, IRAP 
has leased more than 27,000 acres 
in more than 50 counties to offer 
various public access opportunities, 
such as turkey, archery deer, youth 
shotgun deer, small game, waterfowl 
and upland bird hunting, and pond 
and riverbank fishing.
 IRAP provides hunters and 
families opportunities to participate 
in time-honored outdoor traditions 
while restoring the quality of Illinois’ 
private lands.
 For more information, visit 
https://bit.ly/IDNR_irap or email 
dnr.irap@illinois.gov.
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Sullivan
LAND SALES LLC

Mike

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS SINCE 1979

414 Main ●Carthage, IL 62321
217.357.5252

For complete information go to www.MikeSullivanLandSales.com

26 acres located 2 mi NE
of Nauvoo, Illinois. Timber,
Cropland, Few Buildings
& Beautiful Pond. Great
West Central Illinois Deer
and Turkey Hunting.

78 acres located 2 mi NW
of Tennessee, Illinois or 8
mi W of Macomb, Illinois.
Timber & Cropland with
Excellent Deer and Turkey
Hunting.

AUCTION
August 2 • 10 AM
Hancock County, IL

FR - Nauvoo LLC

AUCTION
August 11 • 10 AM

McDonough County, IL

Rachel Louderman

487 acres located 5 mi NE
of Golden, Illinois. Sells in 6
tracts and includes some
“Class A” tillable farm land
with 134 Productivity Index.
Tracts will all be surveyed.

AUCTION
August 16 • 10 AM
Adams County, IL

Clara White Estate

October 6, 7, 8 & 9, 2022 NEW START TIME 
FOR THURSDAY 

BUY IT NOW STARTS 
WHEN YOU GET HERE! 
BLOW OUT FIRE SALES 

STARTS AT 2PM!

Friday, October 7th
BIG ANTLER AUCTION

BUY IT NOW starts THURSDAY
at 5pm on ALL non cataloged items!

All unmounted antler sales on Friday 
including trophy sheds & racks as well 
as poundage and craft grade antler 

whitetail, moose, elk and fallow. Great 
Selection of big mounted deer heads

Trophy & Poundage!! Our Sales 
Average 6-8 Tons Collectively.

TAXIDERMY & DECOR
AUCTION

Taxidermy Mounts from 
North America & around the world. 

Oddities, curiosities and more. 
Tanned furs, fish mounts, rustic décor, 

log furniture & log home décor, 
antler lighting and more.

SPORTING GOODS &
STONEWARE AUCTION
Starting with collectible sporting goods, 
boats, canoes, 4-wheelers & outdoors 
fun items, antique americana, old west 
cowboy collectibles, Native American 
artifacts, stoneware, crocks, primitives, 

antiques and more!

Saturday, October 8th Sunday, October 9th

ONLINE 
BIDDING 

AVAILABLE! A Public Consignment Auction
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Jackson County Fairgrounds
1212 East Quarry Street • Maquoketa, Iowa

STUDENTS LEADING A MOVEMENT TO 
CONSERVE LANDS
By Kathy Andrews Wright

 Across the world, natural 
areas are rapidly disappearing. In 
Illinois and elsewhere, rapid land 
development has led to the loss 
of vast acres of lands and waters. 
The resultant decline has impacted 
our economy, quality of life and 
environment. 
 In 2021, the America the 
Beautiful Executive Order declared 
“conserving at least 30 percent of 
our lands and waters by 2030” a 
national goal. 
 At Pontiac Township High 
School (PTHS), students in Paul 
Ritter’s environmental earth 

science class were intrigued by the 
international movement 30 by 30 
and its goals to ensure that they, 
and future generations, can benefit 
from natural areas through outdoor 
recreation, employment in natural 

resource-related industries and 
experiencing a flourishing natural 
environment. 
 In authoring a Student Call 
to Action, PTHS students Olivia 
Schickel, Ava Nollen, Emma 
O’Lone and Emilie Collins wrote: 
“At this very moment, we are knee-
deep in the sixth mass extinction, 
and the only one in Earth’s history 
to be caused by humans. About 
150 species go extinct every day, 
nearly 1,000 times the rate it would 
be had humans not invaded every 
stretch of our planet. With only 4 
percent of our state’s land and water 
conserved, 483 Illinois species are 
now threatened or endangered, and 
we have a long way to go to fix 
where we are today. However, with 
humans creating this issue, humans 

have the power to reverse it.”
 Following conversations with 
the Campaign for Nature, several 
law- and policy-makers, the 
Illinois Environmental Council 
and Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, PTHS students 
submitted a proposal to the Illinois 
General Assembly. In 2021, the 
Illinois General Assembly passed 
the Illinois Thirty-by-Thirty 
Conservation Task Force Act, 
which Governor Pritzker signed 
into law on August 27, 2021. 
 The Task Force Act called for 
the establishment of a bold goal 
for protecting a portion of the 
state’s lands and waters by 2030. 
Also contained within the Act was 
a call for the creation of a Task 
Force to support the development 
of this goal. Over the past few 
months, this Task Force conducted 
four remote listening sessions. The 
first listening session provided an 
overview of the 30 by 30 initiative, 
with subsequent sessions focused 

Pontiac Township High School students (left 
to right) Olivia Schickel, Emma O’Lone and 

Ava Nollen. Photo by Kathy Andrews Wright.

AUCTION
August 2 • 10 AM

Hancock County, IL
26 acres located 2 mi NE

of Nauvoo, Illinois. Timber,
Cropland, Few Buildings
& Beautiful Pond. Great

West Central Illinois Deer
and Turkey Hunting.

FR - Nauvoo LLC

AUCTION
August 4 • 10 AM

Hancock County, IL
30 acres located 9 miles SE
of Carthage, Illinois. Timber,

Tillable & Pond. Very nice
acreage for a home or just

recreation.

Mr & Mrs Garry 
Richardson

AUCTION
August 11 • 10 AM

McDonough County, IL
78 acres located 2 mi NW
of Tennessee, Illinois or 8
mi W of Macomb, Illinois.
Timber & Cropland with

Excellent Deer and 
Turkey Hunting.

Rachel Louderman

AUCTION
August 16 • 10 AM
Adams County, IL

487 acres located 5 mi NE
of Golden, Illinois. Sells in 6

tracts and includes some
“Class A” tillable farm land
with 134 Productivity Index.
Tracts will all be surveyed.

Clara White Estate

AUCTION
August 23 • 6 PM
Adams County, IL

30 acres located at the east
edge of Loraine, Illinois or 

18miles north of Quincy, IL. 
Thistract of land is tillable 

with mostly Keomah 
& Rozetta soils. PI 104.

DTS FARMS LLC

AUCTION
August 30 • 9 AM

Hancock County, IL
212 acres located 11 miles 

NE of Carthage, IL. Cropland 
and Pasturewith Home, Bldgs 
& Grain Storage. Also selling 
Machinery and Toolsat 9am. 
Real Estate sells at 12 noon

 Mr & Mrs Robert Tillman
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SELLERS’ MARKET, BEST TIME TO SELL! INVENTORY IS EXTREMELY LOW! CALL US TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY TODAY!

Gaye Lynn Green
Designated Managing Broker/Realtor®

Morton Office: 105 W. Adams St., Morton, IL 61550
Tremont Office: 22200 State Rt. 9, Tremont, IL 61568

WEB: www.gayelynngreen.sunflowerhomes.info.com
EMAIL: gayelynngreen@gmail.com • CELL: 309.657.1774

Allan Green: Realtor (309) 657-7551

216 Hidden Brook Dr.
Groveland, IL 61535 - $719,990

STUNNING 5 BD, 4 BATH

808 S. Connie Circle
Manito, IL 61546- $55,000

SOLD

100 Baer Road
Tremont, IL 61568 - $275,000

110 Patriot Dr.
East Peoria, IL 61611- $$189,900

COMMERCIAL LOT

PENDING

22454 Illinois Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568 - $150,000

6 Scarborough Drive
Mackinaw, IL 61755- $19,900

1125 W. Virginia Ave., 
Peoria, IL 61604 - $72,500

GREAT LOT TO BUILD YOUR HOME

PENDING

COMMERCIAL LOT

317 S. Locust St.
Tremont, IL 61568 - $189,900

PRICE REDUCED

502 NE Jefferson
Peoria, IL - $160,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

NE Adams St.
Peoria, IL 61602 - $269,900

COMMERCIAL LOT

on agriculture, cities and towns, 
and natural lands and waters. 
In each session, participants 
discussed and heard testimony on 
strategies to conserve and protect 
30 percent of Illinois’ lands and 
waters; resources available to 
the State and how they are being 
utilized to protect land and water 
resources; tools and resources for 
landowners and private industry 
to manage resources responsibly 
and restore natural areas; private, 
public, and philanthropic funding 
for expanding protection and 
helping to manage protected 
lands; and, the ability of the State 
to manage more public lands for 
future generations
 The Task Force is composed of 
24 members, including four high 
school students sitting at the table 
with representatives of five state 
agencies, four state legislators 
and 15 experts in the fields of 
the environment, economics, 
and recreational aspects of 
conservation. Members of the team 

were appointed by the Director of 
the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources.
 Serving as one student 
representative on the Task Force, 
Ava Nollen noted “I enjoyed the 
experience of developing the 30 
by 30 process during the school 
year and participating in the Task 
Force has made my senior year a 
richer experience.” Nollen will be 
attending the University of Iowa in 
the fall, double majoring in Ancient 
Civilizations and Asian Languages 
and Literature with plans for a 
career as a Museum Curator.
 “This project was an unexpected 
experience for we high school 
students,” said Emma O’Lone, 
a second student representative 
on the Task Force. “I enjoyed 
listening to the variety of voices 
emerging through the Task Force—
students, the general public, leaders 
of agricultural and conservation 
organizations and members of 
the Illinois General Assembly.” 
Following graduation, O’Lone 

plans to major in Art Education at 
Illinois State University.
 Along with follow senior 
Olivia Shickel, O’Lone and Nollen 
will remain involved with the 30 
by 30 process beyond their May 
high school graduation as the 
Task Force is required to present a 
report to the Governor and General 
Assembly in July.
 “We are finalizing the review of 
data collected throughout the year and 
are debriefing the listening sessions,” 
explained Shickel, a senior who 
will attend Illinois State University 
to major in English Education and 
minor in Art History. “The report will 
include recommendations we heard 
on how the goals of 30 by 30 could be 
achieved, such as identifying lands no 
longer profitable for the current use, 
as well as conservation easements.
 Just as Shickel, O’Lone 
and Nollen took over the reins 
from their predecessors Emilie 
Collins, Kegan Hall and Emilee 
Bencivenga, this trio of graduating 
seniors will pass the torch before 

fall when they head off to college.
 “I was approached by a junior 
who had listened to the interviews 
we conducted,” explained Nollen. 
“He wanted to know how he could 
get involved, and we are confident 
that other students are preparing to 
follow in our footsteps.”
 Despite graduation, their 
future physical distances from 
Pontiac Township High School 
and the commitments they will 
face in the coming years, this 
author is confident that these three 
young women will carry a passion 
and dedication for protecting the 
natural lands and waters of Illinois 
throughout their lives.
 This story originally appeared 
in OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal 
(OIWJ; Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.
org), an Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources ezine developed 
in collaboration with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project 
W- 147-T).
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 Approximately 97 percent 
of the land in Illinois is privately 
owned. Many Illinois landowners 
are now struggling to manage the 
ecological quality of their timber and 
grasslands, due in large part to the 
increase in infestations of non-native/
invasive species that has occurred 
in recent years. Consequently, 
landowners who may have inherited 
their lands from other family 
members are now finding it harder 
to be good land stewards for future 
generations. 

 While Illinois landowners are 
struggling to find effective, cost-
efficient ways to manage their 
lands, many of Illinois’ hunters 
and anglers are simultaneously 

finding it harder to find places to 
hunt and fish. The widening gap 
between Illinois recreationists and 
good places to recreate, coupled 
with the increased need for habitat 
management on private lands, is 
what makes the existence of public 
access programs such as the Illinois 
Recreational Access Program 
(IRAP) that much more important. 
This is something that the Helms 
family understands well. 
 The Helms family has been an 
enthusiastic advocate of conservation 
and introducing recreational activities 
to youth for years. Their Lee County 
property was enrolled in IRAP in 
2012 by William Helms, husband 
to IRAP’s 2021 landowner of the 
Year, Lois Helms. Unfortunately, 
William died in 2016, followed by 

Lois in 2022. The desire to improve 
the ecological quality of their lands 
while continuing their father’s vision 
of maintaining a place not only for 
his family, but also for other youth to 
learn to how to hunt, fish, and conduct 
land stewardship, is why the Helms 
family has remained enrolled in IRAP 
for the past 10 years.

IRAP’s Origins
 Lack of access is one of the 
biggest issues facing recreationists 
today, and it is the number one reason 
lapsed hunters give when asked why 
they no longer hunt. According to data 
provided by the Illinois Conservation 
Congress in 2009, two-thirds of all 
hunters rely on private land to pursue 
game, and access to that private 
land was getting more difficult. The 

803 W. Pioneer Parkway, Peoria, IL 61615
Cell 309-657-8182

bmonge@maloofrealty.com
www.brianmonge.com

4925 N. GALENA RD.
PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL 61616 - $215,000

TURN KEY RESTAURANT/BAR READY TO GO, 
ACROSS FROM THE IVY CLUB

5010 N. SHERIDAN RD.
PEORIA, IL 61614 - $375,000

511 W. NORTHGATE RD.
PEORIA, IL 61614 - $359,900

QUALITY BUILT 5 BEDROOM, 
2 FULL BATH, 2 ½ BATH IN 

EXCLUSIVE EDGEWILD SUBDIVISION!

ATTENTION INVESTORS! 6 UNIT 
BUILDING IN A GREAT LOCATION

10803 N. SAWMILL LANE
DUNLAP, IL 61525 - $285,900

NEWER 4 BEDROOM, 2 ½ BATH HOME 
IN FIELDS CROSSING SUBDIVISION.

625 E. PARIS AVE.
PEORIA, IL 61603 - $49,900

AFFORDABLE 2-3 BEDROOM 
IN CONVENIENT LOCATION NEAR 

WAR MEMORIAL & PEORIA HEIGHTS.

125 SW JEFFERSON ST.
PEORIA, IL 61602 - $109,900

TWO BEDROOM CONDO ON 10TH FLOOR
IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN PEORIA!

THE ILLINOIS RECREATIONAL ACCESS 
PROGRAM AND THE HELMS FAMILY:
HOW ONE MAN’S VISION BECAME A FAMILY LEGACY OF CONSERVATION
By Alex Davis

2021 IRAP Landowner of the Year, Lois 
Helms, with her husband, William Helms.
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Congress therefore recommended 
that the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) develop 
a public access program on private 
land. This led to the creation of 
the Illinois Recreational Access 
Program in 2011. 
 While there was initially some 
skepticism over whether landowners 
would be willing to allow strangers 
access to their property, many 
landowners were receptive to the 
idea of semi-controlled public access 
(where participants have to apply for 
access and be awarded a specific site) 
and being provided liability insurance 
during IRAP activities. Additionally, 
many landowners were drawn to the 
idea of receiving habitat management 
assistance from IRAP. Within just the 
first few years, IRAP had more than 
10,000 acres leased. 
 IRAP started out with youth 
turkey hunting, fishing and hiking. 
Once it became established and 
successful, IRAP began adding 
additional hunting activities, such 
as first-time adult spring turkey and 
small game hunting. As the demand 
for IRAP has grown and landowners 

Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

316-318- W. MAIN ST., HAVANA, IL 200-204 W. MAIN, HAVANA, IL

643 CR 500E, WILCOX LAKE990 IL HWY 100, ASTORIA, IL

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

have become more comfortable 
with IRAP’s success, more hunting 
activities have been introduced. As 
of 2022, IRAP has grown to include 
more than 27,000 acres in 50 counties 
leased for youth turkey hunting, adult 
spring turkey hunting, youth shotgun 
deer hunting, archery deer hunting, 
waterfowl hunting, upland game 
hunting, rabbit and squirrel hunting, 
and pond and riverbank fishing. 
 IRAP’s Benefits to Landowners 
Anyone tasked with managing a vast 
amount of land can attest that it has 
become an increasingly difficult thing 
to do these days without help. The 

prevalence of non-native/invasive 
species in recent years has left many 
landowners unsure of where to start. 
IRAP assists Illinois landowners by 
having a management plan written 
or updated for lands they enroll. 
The lands also become eligible for 
60 percent cost-share assistance to 
implement habitat restoration projects. 
IRAP-enrolled lands are often the 
recipient of aerial foliar and manual 
invasive/non-native species removal, 
prescribed burns, native plantings, 
timber stand improvement and more.

 Aerial foliar spraying is a 
particularly unique way that IRAP 
treats invasive species on enrolled 
properties. Although the window to 
apply aerial spraying can be small 
and additional “spot-treatments” 
are sometimes necessary to hit what 
might get left beneath the top-layer, 
it provides greater coverage for less 
money in far less time than hand or 
machine removal. Aerial spraying is 
therefore viewed by many landowners 
as a much more effective, affordable, 
and time-saving way to treat large, 
infested areas. 
 In 2014, IRAP partnered with 
Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever 
(PFQF) and the National Great 
Rivers Research and Education 
Center (NGRREC), which has allowed 
the program to utilize the assistance of 
two habitat strike teams to implement 
IRAP management plans. The efforts 
of IRAP’s partnerships have not 
gone unnoticed, as many landowners 
mention seeing more game animals and 
birds on acres previously untouched. 
Within the last six years alone, habitat 
projects have been implemented on 
more than 17,000 acres of private land 
leased to IRAP.
 William and Lois Helms’ 
daughter, Mindy Berge, explained 
that William was initially inspired to 
begin conducting land management 
on the property after noticing there 
were fewer pheasants than in years 
past. Indeed, dwindling numbers 
of wild game on the property, and 
the desire to restore or create better 

8202 S. HIDDEN POINT ROAD 
GLASFORD, IL • $770,000 A True Hidden Gem! 

Luxury, privacy and wide 
open spaces await in 

this 8500+ sq. ft. home 
on 5.85 acres with a  
private 5 acre pond. 

Fireplaced great room, 
large chef’s kitchen, 2 
laundry rooms, main 

floor master suite plus a 
finished basement with 

2nd full kitchen, bar, 
gym room and family 
room. There’s also a 5 

car heated garage!
5.85  

Acres

Pallardy June 2022 ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/10/22  6:22 PM  Page 1

NEW PRICE!

IRAP youth shotgun deer hunter Matthew Hany, Jr. with his father, 
Matthew Hany, Sr., proudly displaying his first deer harvest

IRAP and PF/QF strike team staff conduct a 
fall prescribed burn on IRAP property.
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habitat, have been major factors 
among landowners who decide to 
enroll in IRAP. Many of the habitat 
management practices that IRAP 
helps to conduct can contribute 
to increased variety of songbirds, 
greater diversity in plant and other 
animal species, and reduced crop 
depredation by deer. 
 William Helms initially sought 
out Pheasants/Quail Forever, and then 
became enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). He also 
had a forestry plan drawn up through 
the Illinois Forestry Development 
Act (IFDA) cost-share program. In 
fact, one of the unique benefits about 
enrolling in IRAP is that acres can 
be simultaneously enrolled in other 
private lands programs, including the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP), CRP and the 
Wetland Reserve Easement Program 
(WREP). 
 William Helms was passionate 
about trees, and his family thinks 

he likely planted around 1 million 
of them on the property. He also 
helped neighbors add trees to their 
property. He started out by planting 
pines, and then gradually started 
shifting efforts to conducting prairie 
restoration. Although the desire to 
manage the land for hunting has 
tapered off in recent years, the 
Helms family remains passionate 
about land conservation. Everyone, 
including the grandchildren, helps 
with management practices such 
as mowing and invasive species 
removal. The family has focused 
on eradicating garlic mustard, 
honeysuckle and multi-flora rose 
on the property, and they have also 
planted flowering native shrubs to 
help with pollinator conservation. 
The Helms are particularly concerned 
about declining biodiversity, and 
they noted having observed more 
insect species on the property since 
maintaining active management. 
They have also noticed an influx of 
morel mushrooms since IRAP staff 
began conducting prescribed burns 
on the property. 

IRAP’s Benefits to Illinois Hunters 
The benefits that IRAP and 
landowners like the Helms provide 
to Illinois hunters are numerous. 
Thanks to IRAP and its landowners, 
hunters both new and experienced 
have much better access to what 
has become a dwindling resource. 
Hunters who participate in IRAP are 
placed on specific sites via lottery, 
with youth placed first, then first-
time hunters and veterans, and finally, 
seasoned hunters. IRAP therefore 
helps reconnect families to the 
outdoors and provides opportunities 
to carry-on hunting traditions and 
make memories. Offering the chance 

for youth to experience the outdoors 
and learn about how to care for the 
land is something that William Helms 
was particularly passionate about 
providing, according to his daughter, 
Mindy Berge.
 “My father mainly wanted to 
ensure that the family would be able 
to enjoy the property for years to 
come, and that his children and other 
youth would have the opportunity to 
learn how to hunt and take care of the 
land,” Berge explained.
 In fact, the whole family agrees 
that having the opportunity to 
expose youth to hunting and land 
stewardship is one of their favorite 
aspects of having property enrolled in 
IRAP. Being an “outdoorsy” family 
themselves, they want to make sure 
that others, particularly youth, have 
the opportunity to enjoy similar 
experiences. 
 The experiences enjoyed by 
IRAP participants on IRAP-enrolled 
properties are often two-fold. IRAP 
participants frequently comment 
on the habitat quality and beauty of 
IRAP-enrolled properties, noting 
the abundance of both game and 
non-game wildlife species. IRAP 
participants therefore not only gain 
access to hunting land, they also get 
to observe greater biological diversity 
and enjoy some truly unique and 
memorable experiences. 

Conclusion 
 The Illinois Recreational Access 
Program helps landowners continue 
to be good stewards of their land 
for future generations, since it 
provides enrolled landowners with 
the opportunity to receive technical 
and financial assistance with habitat 
restoration projects. IRAP and 
landowners like the Helms also provide 

The Illinois Recreational 
Access Program and the 
Helms Family . . . continued

opportunities for new or displaced 
hunters to reconnect with our outdoor 
traditions while also putting on their 
best behavior and casting hunting in 
a positive light. Providing controlled 
access to one’s property comes with 
its share of benefits, as landowners 
can take comfort in the fact that a 
responsible hunter is keeping an eye 
on their property for them. As Mindy 
Berge noted, the IRAP signs that 
have been posted along the driveway 
and edge of the property have done 
a lot to deter trespassers. Therein lies 
one of the biggest advantages of all 
for both hunter and landowner: IRAP 
helps build strong communities and 
allows neighbors to be neighborly. It 
also helps to restore and maintain the 
quality of lands that have been passed 
from one generation to the next, all 
while helping youth and first-time 
hunters to take part in the time-
honored traditions of our hunting 
heritage.
 For more information, 
contact the Illinois Recreational 
Access Program visit the website 
or email DNR.Irap@Illinois.gov.
 
 Alex Davis is the IRAP Marketing 
and Outreach Specialist. She has a 
degree in Anthropology (B.A.) from 
SIU Carbondale, and a degree in 
Environmental Studies (M.A.) from 
UIS Springfield. She was a graduate 
student intern with IDNR’s Natural 
Heritage Database in 2017, and 
then spent two years working as an 
ecological restoration technician 
for Nelson Land Management 
where she conducted invasive 
species management, timber stand 
improvement and prescribed burns. 
In her free time, she enjoys hiking, 
botany, mycology and nature 
photography.

 This story originally appeared 
in OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal 
(OIWJ; Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.
org), an Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources ezine developed 
in collaboration with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project 
W- 147-T).

Restored prairie on the Helms property in 
Lee County.

Brad and Jaclyn Mortimer and their sons Carter, Colton and Clayton Mortimer 
with their turkey harvests.
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801.352.1458www.excelboats.com

Improved Floor design | eliminates Water Retention | Decreases Total Weight  

a tapered chine 
provides unparalleled 
turning capabilities. 

The F4 step-deck 
allows you to 

effortlessly climb 
in-and-out of the boat 

and serves as a 
vantage point for your 

retriever.

SPECIALIZING IN FARMS,  
HUNTING LAND, WATERFRONT  
& RURAL HOMES

LandGuys.com | 

INNOVATIVE MARKETING & TECHNOLOGY 
LandGuys industry setting media and platform showcases 
each property to its fullest by using professional photos, 
aerial videos and immersive 3D content.

COMPELLING PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY 
We produce high-quality professional  
photography and video, which is important  
for a positive impact on potential buyers.

RESPONSIVE BROKER 
Communication is key with buyers and sellers. We pride 
ourselves on a quick response time via call, text, or email.

 MAXIMUM EXPOSURE  
Your property will be on LandGuys’ industry best website, 
YouTube, Landwatch, Lands of America, Land & Farm, 
LandBroker MLS, REALTORS® Land Institute,  
Local Multiple Listing Service (MLS), REALTOR®,  
Zillow, Realtor.com, Trulia, Homes.com.

HASSLE-FREE LISTING PROCESS 
FOR OPTIMAL RESULTS

LOCAL EXPERTISE  
WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN
©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
Western Illinois Land Broker
309.221.1764 
matt@landguys.com

Matt is an experienced Land Broker and REALTOR® 
that has been selling real estate for almost 10  
years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge  
with everything real estate is an asset to his clients. 
When you work with Matt, you will learn that he is 
genuinely honest and fair with every client he 
meets and will work diligently in helping the  
client achieve their goal.



102 Adventure Sports Outdoors | August 2022



August 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  103

• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & Custom 
Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
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•	We pay direct 
sawmill prices for 
standing timber with 
no middle man!

•	Our diverse export 
markets enable us to 
pay excellent prices 
for high grade  
veneer trees.

•	Get your timber 
appraised now  
for harvest this 
summer/fall.

Walnut Timber Buyers
We’ve opened a state of the art

Sawmill to better serve our clients.

We pay top market prices for all grades of trees in your timber!

 No middle man, minimum footprint, maximum profit! 

309-369-9524
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com

Find out what your timber is worth. Get a free 
appraisal from one of our licensed timber buyers!

N26G


