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Special Buys on Most Guns in Stock!
Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns . . . We’ve Got It All!

BUY • SELL • TRADE

1868 CR 1600N • Urbana, IL • 217-469-8000
Located between Urbana & St. Joseph on Rt 150 in Mayview.

Reloading equipment & supplies • Firearms
Consignmeng Firearms  . . . SAVE MONEY!

Ammunition • Clay targets • Gunsmithing • Gun safes
STOCKING FACTORY DEALER:

Beretta • Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock • Benelli
Kimber (Master Dealer)

Smith & Wesson • And many More Brands Available

TRUCK BED & ACCESSORY SPECIALISTS

www.kgmequipmentsolutionsil.com

8699 Arenzville Road
Beardstown, IL 62618

(217) 323-4548

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

INCLUDE:

• Welding Service

•  Truck Bed Sales and 

Installation

•  Truck Tool Box and 

Storage Installation

•  Truck Bumper and 

Lighting Installation

•  Trailer Sales and 

Service

•  Sandblasting Truck 

Frames, Trailers

We Offer Martin 
Aluminum 
Customizable 
Service Bodies. 
For more info 
call us at 
217-323-4548!
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10 YEARS
RECREATIONAL LAND MANAGER

9+ YEARS
AS A LAND BROKER 

83% GROWTH
IN SALES VOLUME FROM 2019-2022

A LIFETIME
OF NETWORKING IN  

FULTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Prior to real estate Matt managed 3,000 acres 
of private land. He has extensive knowledge 
in habitat management, wetland design and 

development. He still uses this knowledge  
to help clients improve their land.

With over nine years in real estate, Matt Cox knows 
that each transaction is unique and his experience 

enables him to help navigate both sellers and 
buyers through all stages of the transaction.

Matt specializes in hunting land, farms,  
waterfront and rural homes. He has become  

the LandGuys “in-house” expert for  
waterfowl properties.

Matt has built a deep local network  
in Fulton county and surrounding  
counties that is integral for both  

buyers and sellers.

OUR PASSION & EXPERIENCE 
GET SELLERS RESULTS

LandGuys.com | 

LOCAL EXPERTISE WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN

©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
WESTERN ILLINOIS LAND BROKER
309.221.1764 | matt@landguys.com

Matt Cox

309-333-2177
Custom Logging, Land Management 

& Habitat Rehabilitation
“We log for you on your terms!”

We are now scheduling free timber estimates for the 2022 tree harvest season!

HABITAT REHABILITATIONHABITAT REHABILITATION
Strategic habitat consultation & planning • Biodiversity Recovery

Wildlife Conservation • Environmental Protection • Post Fire Regeneration
Landscape Restoration • Strategic good plot planning services

CUSTOMIZED LOGGINGCUSTOMIZED LOGGING
•  Selective Tree Cutting (Market Desired Trees at 

this time include: White Oak & Walnut)
• Contractual Timber Work
• Free Timber Appraisals 
• Forestry Improvement Recommendations
•  Partnered export companies can provide options 

to have your timber bought STANDING (contract 
requirements with this option)

LAND MANAGEMENTLAND MANAGEMENT
•  Sustains productivity & longevity of timber
•  Strategic Maintenance planning can and will 

assist in the allocation of your land resources
•  Post tree harvest restoration services available
• Invasive Species Control
• Water Resource Management
•  Eco-tourism projects (for example strategic 

trail mapping & land development)

AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! 
CALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATECALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATE



PEORIA, IL • 1519 W. Pioneer Pkwy. • 309-691-7510
EAST PEORIA, IL • 101 Annie Lane • 309-387-6477

MOLINE, IL • 1572 36th Ave. • 309-764-4674

www.CentralPool.netwww.CentralPool.net

YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.YOUR LOCAL POOL CARE & SUPPLY EXPERTS.

ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED ABOVE GROUND POOLS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYFOR CENTRAL POOL SUPPLY

Check out our 
IN GROUND, 

DO IT YOURSELF 
Pool Kits!

16’ x 32’ 16’ x 32’ starting atstarting at $4,699  $4,699 for complete packagefor complete package
20’ x 40’ 20’ x 40’ starting atstarting at $5,299  $5,299 for complete packagefor complete package
18’x 36’ 18’x 36’ starting atstarting at $4,999  $4,999 for complete packagefor complete package

24’ 24’ starting atstarting at $3,695  $3,695 for complete packagefor complete package

ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!ALL HOT TUBS & POOLS ON SALE!

CENTRAL POOL SUPPLYCENTRAL POOL SUPPLY
Pools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & AccessoriesPools, Spas, Chemical Supplies & Accessories

THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com

LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!LOTS OF ABOVE GROUND POOLS!

In Stock . . . Great Prices!In Stock . . . Great Prices!

All prices good while supplies last.

CELEBRATING 63 YEARS!

DEBITDEBIT
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SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR 
PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:

ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway

Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER

missywalker1974@gmail.com

ASOMagazine.com

15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
Benjamin Yarmuth, 

son of ASO Writer Cory 
Yarmuth, with a successful 
day hunting doves with his 

dad. See Cory’s dove 
article on page 58.
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DRAKE’S BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! • ICE COLD BEER! 

Lawndale, IL

WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, September 24 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, September 24 at 5:30pm
On WTVP, PBS Channel 47On WTVP, PBS Channel 47

See previous shows on our YouTube Page!See previous shows on our YouTube Page!
YouTube.com/ASOMagazineYouTube.com/ASOMagazine

ANDY’S 
CHRONICLES
asoandyb@gmail.com

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________State __________________ Zip _____________

Phone __________________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

 The weather here in Central 
Illinois has been beautiful the last 
couple of days, and it looks like it will 
continue for a couple of weeks. When 
the temperature starts to drop, there 
is something inside of us the starts 
dreaming of the giant whitetails we 
are about to chase. 
 Normally this time of year we 
would be moving deer stands and 
setting up food plots, placing our 
cameras and getting our shooting 

lanes ready for fall. This year I am 
taking a different approach. The last 
couple of years I have felt our hunting 
group has been in and out of the 
woods too much. We have five or six 
of us that hunt 150 acres and it seems 
like we all have deer on the camera 
up until mid-September and then it all 
changes. The deer seem to know when 

the activity starts in late summer. The 
season is right around the corner, and 
it is time for them to move on. 
 Some of my friends finished most 
of the mowing in early August and a 
couple of them are heading out this 
weekend to move stands and put-up 
cameras. Me, I am going to sit this 
one out. No cameras going up for me 

this year. All it does is show me the 
bucks that are around in the area and 
somehow, I never see the same bucks 
when season arrives. I know we hold 
some big bucks in our swamp but with 
all of us in and out of there they get 
wise and move out pretty quickly. 
 I am going back to the way I use 
to hunt. No cameras. Instead of using 

A little northern my wife caught on our recent trip to Wisconsin. 
She doesn’t seem to like the toothy critters. A nice largemouth from Wisconsin waters.



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.
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LancasterArchery.com • 717-394-7229 
2195-A Old Philadelphia Pike (Rt. 340) Lancaster, PA 17602

Area’s Largest Archery Showroom,  
Advice from TechXPerts™  
and Try Before You Buy!

Indoor & Outdoor Ranges,  
Techno-Hunt, and  

Beginner to Advance Classes.

the cameras and sitting wherever I see 
the most bucks this year I will just 
go hunt different stands based on the 
wind and conditions. Maybe this will 
be the year I break through and drop 
another trophy. If not, I will settle 
for a nice doe for some meat in the 
freezer. Then I will wait on big luey. 
 I am getting more excited. I 

actually drew a dove permit this year. 
I have tried for years to get permits 
and I have never been able to obtain 
one. Of course, this year, I forgot to 
get it into the first lottery, so I figured 
I was really out of luck. To my 
surprise I was able to get a permit for 
September 4th. Hopefully there will 
be a few doves around, if not at least I 

am getting to sit in a dove field for the 
first time in several years. Of course, if 
there is anyone out there looking for a 
dove shooting partner all you have to 
do is call or email me and I will help 
you out. 
 The first week of August we were 
planning on going to Wisconsin to 
do some crappie fishing. Our freezer 

is pretty low, and we haven’t been 
to Wisconsin in a couple of years. I 
love Big Lake Chetac in Birchwood, 
WI, but I waited forever to get a cabin 
for my wife and I. I called around 
to almost every place and for the 
life of me couldn’t find an opening. 
After a couple of hours trying to find 
something on the lake; I had one place 

Bo Helmantoler with a 13” crappie caught 
in Wisconsin.Bo Helmantoler, Billy Helmantoler and Al Schackow with some nice Wisconsin crappie.

Al Schackow with his personal 
best smallmouth.



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.
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D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

SEPT 18: MEAT SHOOT (TRAP & SKEET) 10 AM
PUBLIC WELCOME. PRE-REGISTRATION OR 

REGISTER DAY OF EVENT
 

SEPT 24: ATA REGISTERED TRAP SHOOT

that I had forgot about. Fred Thomas 
Resort. They have advertised in the 
past and I have been to the property 
a time or two when we have been on 
the lake, so I made the call. To my 
excitement, they had a cancelation of 
a condo, and it was a perfect fit for 
just me and my wife. For the first time 
ever Leah and I were taking a trip on 
our own. Our youngest was going to 
stay with our oldest, which lives in 
Appleton, WI for the week so it was 
just me and the wife. 
 Once I booked this stay, I started 
scheming to mess with my buddy Al. 
See he had been harping on me for 
a couple of months about booking 
something up there so we could hang 
out with them. I decided I wasn’t 
going to tell him I was planning on 
getting up there catching a few fish, 
then finding him and getting a picture 
of him in the background and send it 
to him. If you know me, you know I 
like to mess around maybe too much 
but I get a kick out of it so its just 
who I am.
 I told my buddy Al I found a place 
on a river, and he about lost his mind. 
He was telling me how bad our fishing 
would be, and Leah was not going to 
be happy about it. I was just stringing 
him along. 
 They left at 4:00am so we waited 
until 6:00am to leave. The thinking 

was we shouldn’t run into them on 
the way up so my plan would go off 
without a hitch. Of course, my wife 
thought I was crazy, but I had a plan, 
and I was sticking to it. As we were 
driving north, we dropped of Ella at 
Payton’s, and I had Leah try to find out 
how far ahead of us they were because 
I knew we both had to stop at Walmart 
to get supplies for the week. We found 
out they were only 20 – 30 minutes 
ahead of us so once we arrived at the 
Walmart exit, we decided to get some 
gas and stop for some Chinese to fill 
our bellies for the day. 
 After finishing up lunch we 
headed down the road to Walmart. We 

proceeded to look in the parking lot 
to see if there were any boats and if 
we could see any of the other crew. Of 
course, I notice a boat in the parking 
lot, and it had Wisconsin plates, so I 
thought we were all good. Little did 
I know that one of the gentlemen on 
this trip lived just across the border 
in WI. We decided to park way on 
the other side of the parking lot from 
them so if it was them, they wouldn’t 
see us. Sure enough we finished our 
shopping and I looked out at the boat 

and I could tell it was our crew. 
 I spent a few minutes trying to 
decide whether to sit there for awhile 
or how to get by them without being 
noticed. I decided to go near the 
entrance of Walmart and sneak out that 
way. As I entered the frontage road we 
look over and there is my buddy Al 
staring right at us. A few minutes later 
we receive a text that reads “Green 
Toyota Tundra with topper and 

Billy Helmantoler with a beautiful 
smallmouth caught on Big Lake Chetac 

in Birchwood, WI.
On our last day in Wisconsin we found 

some nice crappie 12 – 13”Leah with her first smallmouth bass.

Continued on page 49



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY • Closed Sundays
Pub Hours: Mon-Wed til Midnight • Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours: Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m. • Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

CRISPY TRADITIONAL GARLIC PICKLE SPEARS
Brine:
 • 6 lbs. cucumbers
 • 1 cup pickling lime
 • 2 gallons water
Pickles:
 • 8 cups water
 • 8 tbsp. Morton pickling salt
 • 8 cups white vinegar
 • 18 Fresh Dill Sprigs
 • 6 Fresh Garlic cloves
1.  Clean and cut cucumbers length wise to fit 

into a quart jar.
2.  In a cooler add sliced cucumbers, 1 cup 

pickling lime, 2 gallons water and ice. 
3.  Mix everything in the cooler thoroughly 

and let sit for 12 – 24 hours.
4.  After 12-24 hours rinse the cucumbers 

at least four times to make sure all of the 
pickling lime is off the cucumbers.

5.  Place rinsed cucumber slices in ice water 
and place in fridge for another two hours.

6.  In canner bring water to a boil. Water 
should be 1-2 inches above jars. 

7.  In 6 sterilized quart jars add 3 spigs of dill 
to each, one clove of garlic smashed in 
each and set aside

8. Add cucumber slices to jars
9.  In saucepan add 8 cups water, 8 tablespoons 

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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Pattish Irish Stout, Peoria’s Premium Stout, 
Named after Pat Sullivan.

ANDY’S SPAGHETTI SAUCE

Morton Pickling Salt and 8 cups white 
vinegar and bring to a boil.

10.   Pour vinegar mixture in each jar until 
there is ½ inch of space. 

11.  Wipe rims of jars with vinegar, add lids 
and rings to finger tight.

12.   Place jars in canner and bring to a rolling 
boil

13.   Boil for 15 minutes for quarts. If you do 
pints 10 minutes

14.   After the time is up set on a flat surface 
for 24 hours before moving to storage. 

15.  If for some reason they do not seal, you 
can repeat the hot water bath but clean 
rims again for a better seal. If there is only 
one, then just put in fridge for a couple of 
weeks and it will be good to eat.

16.  Leave the jars to sit for one month before 
eating.

• 6 lbs. Tomatoes
• 5 green peppers
• 1 bulb garlic
• 2 tbsp. garlic salt
• 2 tbsp. salt
• 1 tbsp. onion powder
• 1 tbsp. celery seed
• 2 tbsp. dried oregano
• 2 tbsp. parsley flakes
• 1 tbsp. black pepper
• 1 tsp. red pepper flake
• 1 tbsp. sweet basil
• 1 large onion diced
 
1. Clean and run tomatoes through juicer.
2.  On medium high heat bring tomato 

juice to boil and simmer for three 
hours uncovered to concentrate juice. 
Stirring every five minutes to prevent 
any scorching.

3.  After boiling done add all other 
ingredients to tomato juice and simmer 
for 2 to 4 hours.

4.  Have 8 sterilized jars, lids and rings 
ready.

5.  Add tomato sauce to jars leaving ½ inch 
of head space

6.  Wipe top of jars with white vinegar or 
cold water, add lids and rings to finger 
tight.

7.  Place in a hot water covering top of the 
lids 1 to 2 inches. 

8. Bring to a boil and boil for 40 minutes.
9.  After 40 minutes place on level surface 

and let set for 24 hours before moving.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com
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Joseph & Jason Vandervort
Owners

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
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OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
BY RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 We are hearing the push for so-
called “assault weapons “bans in 
the Chicago suburbs.  I imagine we 
will see a push for this in the Illinois 
General Assembly in a Special 
Session, most likely after Labor Day. 
Governor Pritzker was one of those 
politicians featured in a special report 
on WGN television out of Chicago.  
The Governor addressed why the 
bans have not passed.  The Governor 
said, “There is the powerful Illinois 
State Rifle Association, a subset of 
the National Rifle Association, that’s 
had a lot of influence over the years.”  
The Governor went on to say “that 
they are in a position to overcome that 
obstacle (meaning the ISRA) and get 

an assault weapons ban in our state.  I 
am certainly pushing for it.”  We will 
have to see Governor.
 The City of Naperville passed an 
ordinance Tuesday night, or I should 
say early Wednesday morning at 
1:20am.  The ordinance bans the sales 
of semiautomatic rifles or as they call 
them so-called “assault weapons.”  This 
ordinance takes effect in six months. 
There were 442 signed opponents and 
73 proponents but that didn’t matter to 
the City Council.  The ordinance passed 
8-1.  This isn’t over yet.
 Over the past several years, we 
have seen 27 attempts of banning so-
called assault weapons.  Of course, a 
couple of weeks ago, the Associated 
Press pointed out there really is no 
such thing as an assault weapon.  It is a 
made-up term that is very misleading.  
In fact, the term was designed to be 
misleading, to influence and intimidate 
the naive and uninformed.  The only 
people that would be affected by a so-
called assault weapons ban would be 
the law-abiding citizens that use them 
for target shooting, hunting and self-
defense.  Criminals not only don’t care, 
they are also glad because it gives them 
an advantage over the law-abiding 
citizens.  The anti-gun side ignores the 
fact that there are about 47,000 firearm 
laws in the books which are ignored or 
simply not enforced.
 The liberals whine that the United 

States has a higher percentage of 
the population in prison than other 
developed countries.  First, we are not 
“other” countries and our population 
is far different than other countries.  
A person has to work pretty hard to 
get a prison sentence in the United 
States, but we have a lot of people 
who are happy to try, it seems.  The 
liberals complain that it is expensive 
to keep people in prison.  Somehow 
this argument leaves the victims out 
and, in fact, ignores them.  We are not 
able to ask the woman who has been 
raped and butchered in her own home, 
or the carjacking victim who is lying 
beside the road bleeding out, or the 
nine-year-old kid who is dying from 
gang violence on Chicago’s southwest 
side.  If I could, I would be willing to 
bet the victims would say the expense 
was worth it.  Finally, we are told that 
they, the criminals, and the crazies, are 
better off living among us.  What about 
us?  No one seems to care that we are 
not better off.
 The fact is that the law-abiding 
citizens in the United States have a 
right to defend themselves.  The best 

way to do that is with 
a semiautomatic 

firearm.  Somehow, 
these liberals think 

criminals will be nice 
and play by the rules.  

Only a fool or fools would 
believe that.  Crimes happen in 3 to 5 
seconds.  No cop is going to come and 
save you.  That is up to you.  The cry 
is that it should not be this way.  Well 
maybe not, but it has always been this 
way and it is not going to change.  The 
best way to defend yourself is with an 
AR15 or similar firearm.  Anyone who 
believes otherwise is living in lala land.
 There are those who want to crush 
the Second Amendment and yes, the 
Illinois State Rifle Association has 
and will continue to stand in their 
way.  There are 2.4 million law-
abiding gun owners in Illinois who 
haven’t done anything to anyone, yet 
it is us who are the targets of anti-gun 
laws.  To say that anti-gun laws are 
there to protect the innocent is not true.  
Anti-gun laws only make it easier for 
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1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS
FOR SALE - CALL FOR DETAILS



the criminals and for the government 
to control you and me. 
 The Illinois State Rifle Association 
Precision Pistol Championship was a 
great success.  Thanks to John Newman 
and all the great volunteers and staff 
that made it happen.  Thank you to all.
 The Illinois State Rifle Association 
will hold the 86th State Smallbore 
Championship on September 10 
and 11.  This is the longest running 
continuous shooting championship in 
the United States.  This championship 
was held during World War II and the 
Korean War.  I am proud to say we are 
continuing that tradition.
 This year, the ISRA, in conjunction 
with the Aurora Sportsman’s Club, is 
holding our first F-Class High Power 
Rifle Championship.  The line is already 
full, and a waiting list has begun.  
Thanks to all the ISRA members and 
Aurora Sportsmen’s Club members 
who are making this happen.
 Just for the record, I have a book 
on loan from Jim Miller on rifle 
marksmanship.  This isn’t just any 
book.  This book was developed by 
the National Rifle Association and the 
War Department for training soldiers 

in marksmanship before reporting for 
basic training in WWII.  Some 300,000 
civilian VOLUNTEERS trained 
thousands of soldiers in marksmanship.  
Holding these above mentioned 
championships, as well as other events, 
are all part of keeping marksmanship 
skills alive and keeping the United 
States ready.  This was the idea of 
President Theodore Roosevelt.  The 
Illinois State Rifle Association was 
one of the first to gladly sign up for 
this duty.  In a way, President Theodore 
Roosevelt was the founder of the 
Illinois State Rifle Association.  We are 
still at it Mr. Roosevelt, 119 years later.  
We keep our promises.
 The Massad Ayoob MAG 
80 Course, September 7th-11th at our 
range, is an intensive study of defensive 
firearms that teaches extreme speed for 
hits, and includes shooting at greater 
distances, and management of such 
contingencies as weak hand draws, 
one-hand only reloads and malfunction 
clearing if wounded, etc. Students 
receive several hours of hands-on 
training in handgun disarming, and in 
countering attempts by an attacker to 
disarm them. Shooting while moving, 
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SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
DUCK/GOOSE HUNTING 

A Unique Waterfowl Experience that 
Only KILLMODUCKS Can Offer.

We are the Fourth Generation Farmers offering Season Pit Leases, 
Membership Opportunities and Guided Hunts with local plowboys. 

What sets KILLMODUCKS apart of everyone else is they are lifelong 
residents of Southeast Missouri. Hunting the land they grew up on.

TO BOOK YOUR HUNT TODAY CALL OR TEXT 

573-344-6071
www.killmoducks.com

and the use of long guns for defense, 
are among the areas covered. Round 
count: 500 handgun, 100 long gun. 
Prerequisites: MAG-20/Classroom plus 
MAG-20/Live Fire; MAG-40 or LFI-I.  
Contact Andy Kemp at 208-771-3413 
or Andy1911@imaxmail.net
 On January 1, 2023, the SAFE-T 
Act will be the law in Illinois.  While 
many tout the SAFE-T Act, I 
personally feel it is a really bad piece 
of legislation.  What is the SAFE-T 
Act you ask?  It is essentially a “No 
Cash Bail Law”.  We are watching the 
results of similar laws in California 
and New York.  I believe it will be 
disastrous for most law-abiding 
citizens.  The SAFE-T Act will put 
dangerous criminals back on the street 
within hours of their arrest.  You and 
I will be left to deal with them.  The 
danger of criminals attacking you or 
your loved ones goes up dramatically, 
in my opinion.
 Some of this is already happening 
in Cook County.  The SAFE-T Act 
will make it happen all over Illinois.   
Murderers, robbers, rapists, drug 
dealers, car jackers, and drunk drivers 
will be released and coming to your 

neighborhood.  As I understand the 
law, the only ones who will be in jail 
are those who are a threat to a specific 
person.  For example: a drunk driver 
who caused a crash that killed an entire 
family will be let out because he did not 
intentionally target them; he can go out 
and do it again.  Here are some more 
examples: Joe Doaks kills his wife, Jane 
Doaks.  He will be released because he 
is no longer a threat to Janes Doaks 
because he was successful in murdering 
her.  If he had tried to murder her but 
only disabled her, he could be kept in 
jail because she is still alive, and he is a 
threat to her.
 A gangbanger randomly shoots 
a 10-year-old kid.  He would be let 
out because it was random.  He did 
not specifically target the kid.  Even 
if he had, the kid is dead anyway, so 
the gangbanger is no longer a threat 
to the kid.  The same goes for the 
random rapist, robber or whatever.  
In my opinion, there is some screwy 
thinking in this bill. The bill should 
be reconsidered.  You and I have just 
become fair game for criminals.
 Even worse, here is some 

Continued on page 80



 Lake Shelbyville is currently on 
one of the best structure bites since the 
spawn!!! Techniques are very fisher 
friendly, regardless of the experience 
level the time is NOW to find yourselves 
at Lake Shelbyville. The crappie 
population is extremely healthy and 
trending upwards giving you options 
when you come to the lake. If catching 
a bunch of crappie is your plan or 
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

STRUCTURE MADNESS 
ON LAKE SHELBYVILLE!!!!

hunting for those SLABS, start making 
plans to come fish on one of Illinois best 
fisheries, Lake Shelbyville!!! 
 Structure fishing for crappie is one 
of the best ways to catch crappie with 
several different techniques. First, let’s 
discuss one of the most overlooked and 
most productive techniques to catch 
tons of crappie regardless of your level 
of experience: THE SLIP-CORK!!! 

Crappie are gathering into massive 
schools and staging on natural and 
manmade structures in waters ranging 
from 5-22 feet of water. Regardless of 
the electronics you use, find the depth 
of the crappie and set your slip-cork 
about six inches above the school and 
get ready! The Garmin Livescope is 
tremendous technology and using it 
for slip-corking is as productive as it 
gets. When guiding my clients, I will 
keep the boat from 10-15 feet from our 
targeted structure to avoid spooking 

any fish. Single or double minnow rigs 
will produce single or double crappie. 
When you find that active school of 
crappie this makes the action very 
MEMORABLE!!! Fishing minnows 
under corks is about the most natural 
presentation in fishing and it really 
prevents anglers from overfishing your 
baits and spooking a fish away. Many 
times, a crappie will really stalk a bait 
and be very deliberate in its approach 
to the bait and by using a cork you 
allow the fish all the time it needs to 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Breakfast Served All Day

Mon: – Sat: 6:00am – 9:00pm • Sun: 6:00am – 3:00pm
1988 IL -16, Shelbyville, IL 62565

(217) 296-3138



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!
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NEW 2023 
ROUGHNECKS NOW 
INPRODUCTION!
GET YOUR 
PRE-ORDER IN!

commit to the bait. 
 Vertical jigging is another 
successful technique now and one of the 
most popular ways to fish for crappie. 
Tight line jigging and feeling that bite 
is the most EXCITING FEELING 
in FISHING and Lake Shelbyville is 
producing it daily!!! Many days fish will 
chase your bait down and on other days 
you need to keep it as still as possible. 
Sometimes this will vary from structure 
to structure and sometimes it will 
change at a certain point of the day. If 
you can catch fish when you have action 
on your bait, the day has a chance to be 
very good because active fish want to 
chase bait. Crappie are bigger predators 
than they are known for, they will really 
attack a moving bait. 
 Booth casting and pendulum 

tossing baits into schools of crappie 
is not only productive, but a lot of 
fun. Especially, when watching young 
adults fight the crappie all the way back 
to the boat. These techniques are also a 
way to avoid spooking crappie because 
you can keep your boat as far back as 
you feel comfortable to reach the fish. 
Certain days the crappie don’t want 
hardly any action on the bait but they 
will still be very active and you can still 
catch just as many. On days like this, 
as soon as the bait comes to the resting 

position is when the bite happens and 
BOOM that crappie just hammers your 
bait time and time again. One thing 
to be mindful of is to watch your line 
because if the crappie hits your bait and 
moves up the water column you might 
not feel the bite, so watch for your line 
to curl above the surface when you have 
your bait just sitting still. 
 Regardless of your technique, always 
try multiple baits each day on the water. I 
use Charlie Brewer Sliders, TopHat Jigs 

Guppy Gobblers, and Hoggie Bait Hair 
Jigs when I do not have a minnow on an 
Eyehole jig, so be sure to have options 
when you get on the water because each 
day could have a dominant bait. 
 In closing I would like to thank all 
the clients who brought those young 
adults out this summer to fish with me. 
It was a pleasure!!! TO BOOK A TRIP 
VISIT www.englandexpeditions.com 
or call 217-520-3653. CATCHING 
MEMORIES ONE FISH AT A TIME!

CRAIG’S
SPORTING GOODS & FAMILY FUN CENTER

Fishing Supplies | Live Bait | Laser Tag | Batting Cage
105 E. Main, Shelbyville

(217) 296-2130
(217) 296-2146

Fine Cigars
Craigssportinggoods2@gmail.com

BARBER SHOP

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

ANTIQUES



Coon, Skull, Wolfe or Sand. With 
the small creek you get cooler 
water and this is what the fish 
like. They want to be in that 55-60 
range all year if they could. The 
bait searches this out first and the 
predators like bass, crappie, white 
bass and muskie follow.
 I carry rods to cast jigs and 
twisters for shallow whites and I 
also carry slip bobber rods to fish 
shallow brush for crappie. Fishing 
can be very good but as we cool on 
into October and November it will 
be even better.
 I tell anglers your next best shot 
at success during turn-over is find 
a ton of wind blowing into a flat. 
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 The beginning of the month 
we are fishing just like we do 
all summer. Main lake brush, 
drifting a minnow rig over it.  
Then transitions start, evenings 
start to cool and this will break up 
the thermocline. Once that water 
temps start to hit that low sixty 
range the lake will turn over.
 Fishing can get very slow as 
the fish move from deep main lake 
structure to the backs of coves with 
fresh water coming in or they will 
go up in the river that feeds the 
lake.
 The fish like shallow water 
in the backs of coves, especially 
those with a small creek like 

The white bass will get so shallow 
that you can see their backs. I turn 
my boat to the side and drift. No 
trolling motor because it will stir 
up mud. I carry a thirty-pound 
anchor to both slow us down and 
stop when I need it to. I tie it off 
to just barely drag so as to slow 
us down then when we get on a 
school of fish I let about fifteen-
feet of line out and it will hold us. 
Once the school has been caught 
continue to drift. You need a 20-
30 mph wind and we don’t get that 
every day.
 I like to fish with small blade 
baits, fish eat them up and you can 
cast them a mile. Nothing more fun 

than listening to drag screaming 
with a hard fighting white bass.
 Kind of early to start talking 
about it but I tell clients the 
best crappie fishing we have is 
mid- October on through all of 
November. It is all about tight 

SEPTEMBER - A FALL TRANSITION

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIESCRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve WelchSteve Welch
(217) 840-1221(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.comwww.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Sunday was a great day with Ed Collins, his 
son and grandson. We got our four man lim-
it of 60 and that slight breeze really helped. 
Still fishing slip bobbers and minnows but 

I fished my hair jig most of the day and 
caught some nice ones as well.

Please send Please send 
us your us your 

hunting & hunting & 
fishing photos!fishing photos!

Email to: Email to: 
asoandyb@gmail.comasoandyb@gmail.com

or text them to: or text them to: 
309.437.2247309.437.2247
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lining a jig and get out your biggest 
profile jigs you have. The gizzard 
shad are large and the crappie are 
used to a big offering.
 We pull alongside a brush pile 
in about ten-feet and pendulum 
your jig right down in it. They 

will hit it so hard your arm will 
shake. We get to move back up 
to the north end and target those 
big white crappie that you haven’t 
been able to find all summer.
 My website has a section with 
my available openings and with a 

couple day’s notice I can get a day off 
from my other job and do a weekday 
trip. No pleasure boats soon after 
Labor Day and during the week it is 
almost all yours. Get in touch with 
me soon at LakeShelbyvilleGuide.
com or simply give me a call at 217-
840-1221.

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIRMIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.comwww.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair

LAKE SHELBYVILLE GUIDE

Crappie, Walleye & White Bass 
Guided Fishing Trips at Lake Shelbyville 

with Steve Welch
2022 Fishing Dates are Filling Fast 

Call today to Book Your Trip!
217-840-1221

fish@lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Lake Shelbyville Guide ONLINE STORE
Jigs, Lures, Brush Chubs, Tubes & More

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Greg & Ted Minger, along with their dad 
Mike (not pictured), showing off their catch 

of crappie. All caught by 12:30pm.

Oscar Holding and me 
holding his 12-15 lb. catfish 

he caught.

Bruce Brown with is brother Brad and Mar-
ilyn his wife(not pictured) with their catch 

of 56 crappie from their trip on 07/24.

CentralBoiler.com
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Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.
The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Outdoor Wood Furnace

Classic Edge HDX models are 
U.S. EPA Certified

VIDEO: How It Works
CentralBoiler.com > 

Explore > How it Works*US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(D) effective Jan. 1, 2021, for heating a residence. For more 
details visit CentralBoiler.com. Information provided here as a convenience and may not be relied 
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**EPA cord wood Hydronic Heater list 1-28-2022

• Highest Efficiency Certified by EPA**
• Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the  
 dangers associated with indoor wood heating.
• Save Money - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive  
 and often free energy source.
• Durability - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.

on qualified models &
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GADDY ELECTRIC AND EXCAVATING
26285 N 1925E Road, Lexington, IL 61753
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www.gaddyelectricandexcavating.com



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Use Custom Jigs Ice Jigs all year ’round

for bluegill, crappie, perch, white bass,

trout and more!

‘Gill Pill Glazba

Flu Flu Chekai

Use                        H2O and Draggin’ Jigs

right now on your favorite lake or river

for walleye, bass, perch and pike! 

Rig them with 

for whoppers!
AUTHENTX PLASTIC

H2O Jigs
(9 sizes, 19 colors)

Draggin’ Jigs
(3 sizes, 7 colors)

Ringworm

Moxi

Pulse-R

Ribb-Finn

BLUEGILL BASICS THAT EVERY FISHERMAN 
CAN USE!
By Walt Matan

 “One pill makes you larger and 
one pill makes you small and the 
pills you mother gives you don’t do 
nothing at all” ...Grace Slick, The 
Jefferson Airplane, 1977.
 If you want to catch big 
panfish, you’ve got to think small. 
A number 4 hook rigged with a big 
nightcrawler, sitting under a bobber 
the size of a baseball won’t get the 
job done, not if you want to be a 
panfish machine.
 Mick Thill, a man instrumental 
in bringing groundbreaking 
panfishing methods to America 
from England and who once beat 
the USA over the head with our 
own crude oversize American 
tackle developed what panfishing 
has become today. Small hooks, 
ultra-thin floats and micro line.
 Hold out your hand, palm facing 
you, that is pretty much the size of 
a good bluegill, and the tip of your 
middle finger is the size of the fishes 
mouth. This fish will only eat what 
he can fit in its mouth and most 
of the time if you ever watched a 

bluegill feed, they suck in the food 
from one to two inches away!
 If you are an ice fisherman, 
you are probably already using ice 
fishing lures all year round. If you 
have never ice fished and want to 
catch quality panfish this month, 
you need to scale down, way, way 
down. Three-pound line, ultralight 
soft tipped rods and teeny tiny jigs 
with grubs or redworms for bait are 
just what the doctor ordered.
 Getting started is pretty simple. 
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Pick up a few Gill Pills made by 
Custom Jigs & Spins. They come 
in two-pack “Snack Pack’s”, and 
are available with size 14, 12, 10 
and 8 hook sizes. (The higher the 
number, the smaller the hook size). 

I like to use the size 8 and 10 for 
open water fishing. 
 Bait is pretty simple; 
waxworms, spikes, or half a 
redworm work best for bluegills. 
Perch and crappie prefer small 

Nothing I love better 
than a nice plump bluegill!



Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
R E C E N T  T R A D E  I N S

C O M E  C H E C K  T H E M  O U T !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2020 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4, 8,000 Miles ............................... $48,920
2020 Jeep Cherokee Latitude Plus, 7,000 Miles .................................. $26,240
2019 Ford F350 Lariat, Crewcab, 4x4, Diesel, 26,000 Miles ................ $72,440
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LTZ, 4x4, Crewcab, 37,000 Miles ....... $48,460
2019 Nissan Rogue SL, AWD, 51,000 Miles ........................................ $29,820
2018 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, 21,000 Miles ......................... $50,630
2018 Ford F150 Platinum, Supercrew, 4x4, 70,000 Miles .................... $49,930
2018 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, Diesel, 108,000 Miles ........... $39,970
2018 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4, 81,000 Miles ............................. $34,670
2018 Ford F150 XL, Regular Cab, 4x2, 74,000 Miles ............................ $24,870
2018 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4. 71,000 Miles ........................................... $30,650
2018 Ford Edge SEL, AWD, 95,000 Miles ............................................. $25,520
2018 Ford Edge S, FWD, 52,000 Miles ................................................. $18,880
2017 Dodge Ram 1500 Big Horn, Crewcab, 4x4, 110,000 Miles .......... $34,620
2017 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, 104,000 Miles ....................... $36,770
2017 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, 83,000 Miles ......................... $41,330
2017 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, 71,000 Miles ......................... $40,750
2017 Lincoln Navigator Select, 4x4, 98,000 Miles ............................... $36,140
2016 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4, 118,000 Miles ........................... $29,760
2016 GMC Yukon SLT, AWD, 102,000 Miles ........................................ $36,240
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minnows. You can also add plastic 
like Custom Jigs & Spins Finesse 
Plastic or Gulp Alive.
 There are two schools of 
thought on bobbers. Mick Thill 
preferred pencil thin floats. Lindy 
makes one called the Thill Shy Bite 
which really works well. The gist of 
it is that it needs to be weighted just 
right so that only the red tip shows 
above the water. When a fish pulls 
it feels no resistance. This is key to 
catching the larger fish since it is 
the resistance that spooks them and 
then they spit out the bait.
 My other buddy, Cowboy Kevin, 
Giddy up Guide Service likes to use 
a small pear shaped plastic bobber 
the size of a quarter. This creates 
a nice splash and when you give 
your line a twitch, makes another 
splash or pop that attracts in the fish. 
Cowboy Kevin catches lots and lots 

of panfish with this method.
I like both methods, sometimes the 
splash attracts them and other times 
they want a super silent stealth 
approach. 
 Whether you fish from shore 
or a boat the method is the same. 
Make short concise casts around 
cover like fallen trees, piers and 
weeds. You want o try to establish a 
pattern of where the fish are located 
and then fish similar style areas. 
Underhand casts and short flip casts 
are the rule. 
 Lately, I’ve been using tungsten 
jigs like a 5mm Chekai and a size 8 
Glazba, especially the Glazba. I will 
use these jigs without a bobber, and 
I can pitch them and slowly retrieve 
them. A slow steady retrieve is a 
must. Soon you’ll need to add a 
repertoire of retrieve motions to 
attract fish since fish will act more 

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

Walt Matan is the chief lure designer for Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish N Tackle. 
To find out more about B-Fish-N Tackle’s line of AuthentX Plastic, H20 Jigs, 

B3 Bladebaits and Draggin’ Jigs go to www.bfishntackle.com or you can link to it via 
www.customjigs.com Also, be sure to follow/like Custom Jigs & Spins, B-fish-N Tackle, 

Walleye College and Walt Matan on Facebook for some up to the minute info.

favorably to retrieves that emulate 
injured prey. 
 A tungsten jig will also help 
you cast farther and have better 
control on a windy day. You might 
think that you need a small bobber 
to cast, but believe me, you will 
catch more fish tight lining a jig as 
and feeling the hit as opposed to 
waiting for them to take the bobber 
down. If it’s windy, you’ll soon 
learn that the bow in your line is 
a strike indicator. Once that bow 
disappears...set the hook!
 So, this month, take a few Gill 
Pills, Chekai Jigs and Glazbas and 
go fishing. Once you start catching 
quality panfish you can progress 
to larger species since their habits 
are very similar. Fish around 
piers, weed edges and fallen trees. 
Whether you fish from shore or by 
boat, be super quiet and try to think 

like a fish!
 Walt Matan have developed 
dozens of styles and colors of jigs 
and lures for Custom Jigs & Spins, 
B-Fish-N Tackle over the years. 
For more information and for a free 
tips and tricks catalog call Custom 
Jigs & Spins at 1-800-831-5535 or 
log on to www.customjigs.com.

A net full of gills makes for a great day!



Leeman Gammon, for the time they 
all took to teach me those skills.
 Since then, the vast majority 
of my fishing has been in 
impoundments across this 
continent.  Last month I had an 
invitation to get back on a river to 
catch some fish with a true river-
fishing professional.  It was a 
trip down memory lane and one I 
cannot wait to repeat.
 Earlier this year I met Ed 
Franko.  Ed is a fishing guide 
at Lake of the Ozarks in central 
Missouri. BIG ED’S GUIDE 
SERVICE has been in operation 
at The Lake for decades.  Ed and 
his wife Deb also own and operate 
BASS & BASKETS bed and 
breakfast.  How great is that?  You 
can get your accommodations at 
The Lake and be staying with your 
fishing guide.  You guys owe me 
for this tip!
 Ed and I fished the lake in May 
and really began a solid friendship.  
This guy knows his stuff when he 
has a rod and reel in his hand.  He is 
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 I grew up in SE Missouri 
fishing mostly crystal-clear Ozark 
Mountain streams and rivers.  
Courtois Creek (Codeaway), 
Current River and Big River are 
where I learned what it took to 
be a successful angler.  Thanks 
to my dad, Glen Roux and my 
two grandfathers, Guy Roux and 

OSAGE RIVER 
EDUCATION
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com

a wealth of angling knowledge and 
is extremely willing to pass those 
gems along to whomever happens 
to be sharing his boat.
 On that trip Ed began telling 
me about his experience fishing the 
Osage River.  What most people do 
not know is that the Osage River 
comes out of the dam at Truman 
Reservoir and flows into the Deer 
Creek Arm of Lake of the Ozarks.  
After coming out of Bagnell Dam 
the Osage River flows north and 
east, dumping into the Missouri 
River at Bonnots Mill, Missouri.  
I have known about this river 
my entire life, but never had an 
opportunity to test my skills there.  
Ed Franko changed that for me.
 This river is 276-miles 
long.  Portions of it are fishable 
from normal, prop-engine boats.  
However, as I learned from Mr. 
Franko, many of the best fishing 
areas are only accessible in boat 
with jet motors.  Ed has a great jet-
powered fishing boat for this river.  
That is yet another reason to contact 

Ed Franko is a true professional and you 
MUST contact him for a fishing trip on ei-
ther Lake of the Ozarks or the Osage River.
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BIG ED’S GUIDE SERVICE.
 Ed and I launched early that 
morning just below Bagnell Dam.  
It was beautiful from the very 
first minute. I will not give away 
any of Ed’s spot, but let’s just say 
he put us right on the bass.  We 
immediately started catching both 
largemouth and Kentucky bass. Ed 
told me that smallmouth bass are 
also very common on this river, 
which should not have surprised 
me, but did.
 Franko began telling me about 
all of the available species in his 
favorite stretch of water.  Besides 
the three bass species I have 
already mentioned, he told me 
about white and striped bass.  He 
told me about channel catfish, blue 
cats and flathead.  He told me about 
crappie and walleye.  And then 
he told me about spoonbill and 
Missouri Redfish (drum).  He said, 
“You may be focusing on a specific 
species, but you never know what 
you might catch.” 
 I started out with topwater 

that morning and Ed picked up a 
crankbait.  I drew first blood with a 
12-inch Kentucky bass.  It was not 
long until Ed set the hook on about a 
3-pound Kentucky himself.   A few 
more largemouth and Kentucky 
bass played our game.  Then Ed set 
the hook and immediately said he 
had a good one.  Minutes late Ed 
Franko put a 4.5-pound Kentucky 
bass in the boat.
 Franko and I fished out the 
morning.  We caught well over 
30 bass of multiple species.  The 
dynamics of river fishing came 
rushing back from my memories as 
a youth, fishing streams.  Fishing 
a river is totally different than 
fishing impoundments.  The tricks 
and strategies of river fishing are 
more varied and the importance of 
knowing how to play the current 
is crucial.  This was a wonderful 
morning for me.  
 Along with Ed Franko’s skill as 
a fishing guide and Deb’s B&B, I 
also learned that he is a master lure 
painter.  He showed me several of 

The lures that Ed Franko produces are second-to-none.  Try them out.

his lures and I can tell you he is a 
true artist.  You must do yourself 
a favor and contact Ed Franko at 
BIG ED’S GUIDE SERVICE at 
bigedsguideservice.com, or call 
him at 573-692-6710.  You can 

contact Deb at bassandbaskets.com 
for info on their Bed & Breakfast.  
 For regular and constant 
outdoor content Like and Follow 
MIKE ROUX OUTDOOR 
ENTERPRISES on Facebook.

2015 Nissan Frontier, King Cab, 4 cyl., Auto, Air, 1-owner, 32,495 Miles....................................................................$20,999
2013 Buick LaCrosse, V6, Loaded, Premium with Leather, Very Clean, Locally Owned, 
History Available, 161,132 Miles .................................................................................................................................................... $9,500
2011 Ford F150 4x4, Standard Cab, Shortbed, Rust-Free, Florida Truck, 102,000 Miles ........................................ $15,500
2008 Ford Focus SE, 4 Door, Most Power Options, 130,000 Miles ................................................................................$4,999

S e e  A l l  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723

BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN
“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”

Come play our Hot 
Gambling Machines!

All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!

Uhaul Rentals Available

DECATUR BATTERY

(217) 429-6642

EXIDE
BATTERIES

Hours:
M-F 9-5

SAT 8-11:30

Automobile
Farm

Industrial
Marine

Motorcycle
Commercial

Imports

NEW & REBUILT BATTERIES
Discount Center • 543 N. Van Dyke

Free Installation • “A Battery for Every Need”

Midwest Leading Battery & Accessories 
Supplier to the Outdoorsman!



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection
Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 

Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 335-7126

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Harry Sokhi, Owner
Email: pb.harry3@gmail.com

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

LEWISTOWN MART

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 For many years people have 
placed the Daisy Red Ryder as the 
ideal starting gun for plinking and 
target shooting.  This is still true, 
but about a year ago I found another 
that will give you a couple of more 
options, and stays in the economical 
end of the cost.  It is the Powerline 35.
 The other options with the 
Powerline are the ability to shoot 
.177 pellets as well as BBs, and the 
variable power with its multi-pump 
feature of up to 10 pumps.  With 
the pneumatic pump it can obtain a 
velocity of up to 625 fps.
 While it can fire both pellets 

and BBs, I prefer using it primarily 
for BBs.  The reason for this is that 
it has a smooth steel bore, unlike 
the Umarex NXG, which has a 
rifled bore, making the NXG more 
directed to pellets.
 The polymer stock on the 34.5 
inch long gun helps obtain a very 
light weight of slightly over 3 
pounds.  Because of its “carbine” 
size length and lighter weight it can 
be used much easier by kids and 
smaller adults.  Actually people of 
all sizes will enjoy this great shooter.
 It has a fully adjustable rear 
sight, with a white dot front blade 

ANOTHER DAISY PLINKER and ramp sight.  These are not of 
the highest quality, but get the job 
done nicely.
 Pellets have to be loaded as a 
single shot.  BBs have a reservoir 
that holds up to 50 rounds, and is 
loaded by pulling the bolt back, 
with a magnet grabbing a single BB 
on the front of the bolt.  This cocks 
the gun so that it can be pumped.
 There is also a crossbolt safety.  
When applied it blocks the trigger 
from being pulled.  This safety 
should always be placed in the safe 
position before pumping the gun 
with the forearm stock.
 The trigger pull is very light 
and crisp, which helps with the 

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

gun’s accuracy.
 While the Powerline 35 is best 
for 10 meter shooting (paper and 
plinking), it will perform well up 
to 25 yards, with some 50 yard hits.  
This is both BBs and pellets, but 
again, I prefer this gun for BBs.
 I’ve done very well at hitting 
the center area of paper targets, and 
blowing out the logo on a Pepsi 
can with all the different brands of 
BBs and pellets used (Daisy, RWS, 
Hornady Black Diamond, Crosman 
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This is some of the shooting results 
and BBs used for testing.

The forearm pump handle.



JAMES STOTLER - Manager
Formally GCR Tire Center

Office 309-343-1141
james.stotler@pompstire.com

1861 Knox County Highway 9
Galesburg, IL 61401

www.pompstire.com

and Umarex Steel) except for Dust 
Devils which had a problem in 
loading and firing.  It did take a bit 
of sight adjustment, after which I 
had to place the desired impact point 
on top of the front sight’s white dot.
 It should also be mentioned 
that the gun has a rimfire dovetail 
rail.  It’s not the best, as it is part 
of the molded stock, but it will do 
the job for a cheaper air gun/rimfire 
type scope or red dot.  Don’t go 
overboard on this, as it would 
overpower the entire gun.  Using 
something like the old Tasco scopes 
would work just fine.  They aren’t 

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
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the best, and are often difficult to 
get fully adjusted, and keep them 
that way, but they will get the job 
done while matching the gun in 
size and weight.
 As more rounds have been fired 
through the unit I’ve found that 
the bolt has been having problems 
picking up a BB.  I’ll have to turn 
the gun up and down, and sometimes 
give it a quick shake up and down 
to get a BB to pop into place on the 
end of the bolt.
 Most single shot multi-pump 
guns are normally a pain to load 
with pellets.  The pellet wants to 

All smoking charges are based on finished weight of product. 
ALL SMOKED PRODUCTS ARE VACUUM SEALED. 
All Deer must have proper tags 
before processing.
$30 Deposit Required
Cash/Check Only
24-HOUR REFRIGERATED TRUCK 
DROP OFF AVAILABLE!! **Due to 
limited freezer space, please pick up 
your deer within a week of being notified. 
THANK YOU!

1 LB. ROLLS
Salami 
Spicy Salami 
Salami with Cheddar 
Salami with Jalapeno/Cheddar
Salami Jalapeno & Pepper Jack Cheese 

SNACK STICKS - 14 PER LB.
Salami
Spicy Salami 
BBQ
Salami with Cheddar 
Salami with Jalapeno/Cheddar
Salami Jalapeno & Pepper Jack Cheese 

Fresh Italian Deer Links, Fresh Deer Brats, Mild Jerky (whole muscle), 
Bacon, Breakfast Sausage

 Specialty Items will be returned in 10 – 12 weeks

DEER PROCESSING NOW AVAILABLE

PEORIA AREA HEADQUARTERS
FOR DEER PROCESSING

309.688.8711
703 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE • PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL

www.alwanandsons.com

turn and not go in properly.  There 
isn’t much difference with this 
model, but for some reason I have 
had a little better luck at getting 
more positive loading.
 The retail price is around $42 
to $45, but I’ve seen them below 
$40.  In fact, I acquired my unit 
through Sportsman’s Guide on a 
sale for $35.
 This is not a high dollar gun 
by any means.  However, it is easy 
to pick up and shoot, is quiet, and 
best of all, it has been very reliable 

It has a fully adjustable rear sight and white 
dot blade front sight.

Pulling the magnetic tipped bolt back cocks the gun for pumping, 
grabs a BB from the reservoir and then loads it when pushed 

forward.  Pellets are loaded the same way, but inserted manually in 
front of the bolt.The loading port, with door open, that holds 50 rounds of BBs.

and accurate.  The Daisy Powerline 
35 is a very nice and economical 
product for the beginner to expert.  
It is a good and quiet gun to use 
on a backyard range, as well as for 
shorter distance indoor shooting 
where a safe place exists and only a 
couple of pumps are used.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.



FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
Groceries • Live Bait & Tackle

Adult Movies & Novelties

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217

Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Sun - Thu: 6am - 11pm • Fri & Sat: 6am - 12am
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DO IT ALL!
www.TedNugent.com 
Facebook.com/tednugent

by:

 Is life an adventure, or what! I can 
promise you the word boredom has 
never made its way into my adventurous 
life; you can be sure of that.
 I see these poor, pathetic souls 
hopelessly locked into their hand-held 
electronic zombie devices, and I can 
only feel sorry for them. Especially 
so many young people who have 
intentionally, or just mistakenly 
limited their view of the world, or 
worse, bypassed the possibilities that 
this incredible gift of life can provide.
 I’m the first to admit the 
advantages of runaway technology 
when implemented intelligently 
and efficiently. Hell, I drive an 
840 horsepower Dodge Challenger 
Hellcat SuperSport WideBody Redye 
firebreathing fighter jet (based on the 
contents of the trunk) which happens 
to trounce the very best horsepower 
beasts of the so-called Muscle Car era 
of the 1960s and early 70s.
 And of course, I pound away like 
a madman on my state-of-the-art pain-

in-the-ass cellphone to 
keep in touch with family, 

friends, business associates and 
elected employees, the trick being 
knowing when to shut it down and 
escape the mayhem.
 Which brings us to the point of 
this writing-the healing powers of 
nature and the soul cleansing great 
outdoors lifestyle.
I  have forever waxed poetic on the 
sanity safeguards of balancing one’s 
life’s pursuits between productivity 
and recreation, and in these crazy, 
treacherous, trying times in America 
and around the world, such prioritizing 
balance could not be more crucial.
 The term recreation itself says 
it all-re-creating our energies, sanity 
and recharging our spiritual batteries.
 Truly the joys of hunting, 
fishing, trapping, camping, boating 
and everything outdoors is by my 
evaluation, the ultimate re-creating 
powers available to mankind on 
planet  earth.
 Nature certainly heals, but she 
heals most effectively when we actually 
participate as hands-on players, which 
of course is ultimately defined by 
hunting, fishing and trapping.

 As we fight heroically to upright 
the goodship America, we will only 
be as effective as we are healthy, 
grounded, tuned in and recharged.
 I admit to being more gungho 
when it comes to bowhunting than 
any other outdoor activity, but I do 
indeed fish, trap, boat, birdwatch and 
dig my mitts deep into the throbbing 
heartbeat of the good earth as a farmer 
and rancher as often as possible.
 Just the earthly act of planting 
foodplots and trees each spring takes 
me far, far away from the increasing 
goofiness of the world, and as I wrap up 
each activity out there, I am genuinely 
rejuvenated and re-energized.
 I love fishing for yummy panfish, 
shooting doves, waterfowl hunting, 
smallgame hunting, big game hunting, 
turkey hunting, bowfishing, archery, 
rifles, handguns, shotguns, blowguns, 
slingshots, pretty much anything and 
everything out of doors.

We all have our favorites, but never 
underestimate the thrills of breaking 
the mold and trying something new.
 I would wager that many outdoor 
enthusiasts focus on a few favorite 
activities, and in my experience, when 
seeking new adventure and challenge, 
nine times out of ten the newcomers 
stick with it, and in many instances, 
discovers an exciting new passion that 
brightens their outdoor life.
 Think outside the box as summer 
winds down and the magic of fall 
and winter brings us a new day, a 
new season, a renewed spirit and a 
much-needed upgraded hope for life, 
liberty and the pursuit of our favorite 
happiness.
 Talk to you buddies, wander a 
sporting goods store, walk up and 
down some new aisles and go for 
something new and different.
 Do it all! You won’t be sorry.

Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, 
Life and Health InsuranceLife and Health Insurance

Your One Stop Shop Your One Stop Shop 
for all of your Insurance Needsfor all of your Insurance Needs

Big Savings a Phone Call Away
Accident’s happen. We’ll get you back on the Road. Get an auto quote now.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Alan Thompson, Agent

623 E. Jackson St., Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

statefarm.com®

TedNugent.com 
or 

facebook.com/tednugent



ISRA Annual Sighting-In Day

October 15, 2022
10:00am - 3:00pm
Ranges 2, 3, 5, and 6

Come out to the ISRA Range near Kankakee and sight-in your  
shotgun, rifle, pistol, muzzleloader or bow. Archery range is available! 

• $10.00 per firearm or bow: Includes targets for rifles,  
handguns, muzzleloaders, shotgun slugs, shotguns  
and bows. 

• Shotgun cost includes use of patterning board. You  
must use trap loads on the patterning board. 

• No ammunition is available on premises.
• Gunsmithing services are available.
• It is recommended that you bring at  

least 25 rounds of ammo for each firearm. 
• ISRA or Range membership is not required. However,  

you are welcome to join that day. So come on out!!!!!  

The ISRA Range · 1589 N. 7000 West Rd. · Bonfield, IL 60913

For more information, including directions to the range, visit:  
www.isra.org or call the ISRA office at 815.635.3198.   

On the day of the event please call the ISRA Range at 815.939.1909.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • FREE PARKING

Covered Firing Points

Rain or Shine!

GET “ZERO-ED”
Saturday
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Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash

OPEN: 
Mon-Fri: 

5:30am – 9:00pm
Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
Sun: 7:00am – 9:00pm

 309-329-2929  
Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 
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Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

The Guppy Gobbler is a distinctive, unique design because of its tail. It is a versatile 
bait that can give you two different modes of action without changing baits.

ORDERS YOURS ONLINE TODAY AT

WWW.TOPHATJIGS.COM

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith

 Hello again, friends. I hope this 
month is treating you well.  I am in 
the middle of selling one house and 
buying another house and raising 
three kids and trying to run a busi-
ness, all while leading a young adult 
life group at church and… I’m sure 
there is more.  I know nobody cares 
about what it is that I am doing really 
besides the fishing, but in all the busy-
ness I felt guilty the other day when I 
had my son Crosby out with me, who 
is almost three now and he was asked, 
“do you catch a lot of fish with your 
dad?”  My almost three-year-old son 
responded, “what?” The man repeated 

himself and my son responded, “Dad-
dy catch fish, I no catch fish.” Hearing 
those words broke my heart.  I think 
because I am gone most days when he 
wakes up and I am at work, he thinks 
I just catch, catch, catch… haha.  I 
try my best to get my kids outdoors 
whether it’s fishing, mushroom hunt-
ing, just a walk, swimming, playing 
in leaves, playing in the snow, playing 
with the dog, having a fire in the back-
yard, just anything outside.  I never 
thought that everyone thinks my kids 
must fish all the time because I am a 
fisherman. It never really crossed my 
mind. It is my career so unless I took 

my kids to work every day with me, 
they don’t fish as much as you think. 
It’s similar to that comment that I get 
about people thinking we eat fish all 
the time.  I clean fish every day, yes, 
but the customer gets to keep them!  
 I say this to not make you think I 
am a bad parent, but to think maybe 

my kids like something else more than 
fishing but at least they can appreciate 
everything outside, not just what their 
dad does.  I asked my son if he want-
ed to go fishing the other night and he 
was excited to go!  We decided to go 
fish a private lake close to home where 
it would be easy to catch a few fish.  
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We took two of my nephews and my 
younger brother.  It was fun for ev-
eryone, and it reminded me a lot of 
my childhood with my brother. I can 
remember that I would be bass fish-
ing or catfishing and all my brother 
wanted to do was go bluegill fishing 
or chase frogs, snails and tadpoles.  
Anything besides bluegill and aquatic 
plant life, he could care less about.  It 
was like in a movie when you look at 
someone and you don’t see them in 
the current state, you see them from 
15 years ago.  I looked over at my 
brother sitting on the bank with my 
son with a tub of wax worms just rip-
ping in gill, after gill, after gill, after 
gill and letting my son reel them in. 
The smile on everyone’s faces says it 
all.  No matter what age, ripping in 
some bluegill is still fun!
 Fishing has been a part of my 
life for a long time.  Fishing is one 
of the most constant things in my life, 

regardless if it was on shore after a 
bike ride with my brother as kids. We 
rolled giant logs over to get massive 
grubs out of the wood and accidental-
ly killed a kitten by rolling log over on 
it just to get to the bait (yeah, that’s a 
story that gets shared around the din-
ner table with my family and grown 
siblings these days). Or if it was shore 
fishing Powerton in high school and 
college for big kitty cats, dock shoot-
ing Springfield, bank fishing the pike 
hole at Spring Lake for gills and crap-
pie or camping at Jim Edgar panther 
creek with my grandparents or riding 
in the 12ft Jon boat with flash floods 
on the Mackinaw River. Even buying 
my first big boy boat and blowing the 
lower unit on the river and floating 
down river in November and swim-
ming to pull the boat out.  If it was 
buying a new boat and start guiding 
and then buying a better boat. Also 
fishing in different states with fam-

ily and friends. Fishing is and will 
always be a constant in my life. Will 
it be a constant for my kids - I don’t 
know, maybe? To me fishing is a way 
to relate to God through nature.  This 
is why it’s always been my constant.  
Nothing more do I love than sitting 
on the bank with my brother and my 
son in the midst of the busyness of all 
of our lives, catching bluegill. I have 
thousands of dollars in fish finders 
and trolling motors, but the fun mo-
ments are going back to the roots of 
how you started and remembering 
what got you to where you are at, and 
it was definitely hanging out with my 
brother all summer bluegill fishing to-
gether.  It taught me patience, it taught 
me that my brother is not so bad, it 
taught me that it’s okay to be different 
and like different things.  I was prob-
ably meaner than I should have been 
to my younger brother but still to this 
day I love catching fish and he prefers 

his fish tanks and aquatic plants in his 
fish tanks at home.  But the memo-
ries of gill fishing and getting bait 
together growing up are some of my 
most fond memories.  Now to be able 
to share that with my son, along with 
his uncle, l almost brings tears to my 
eyes.  To some people fishing is just 
fishing but to me - it is life.
 I hope this reminds you of where 
you started and why you started fish-
ing and can give you a little kick in 
the pants to take your kids fishing or 
just get them outside. Maybe go with 
that childhood friend you used to fish, 
bike, camp, walk, run with, whatev-
er you did outside. Keep doing it my 
friends, keep on doing it.  I can help 
you make some new memories and 
would love to get you out on a trip. As 
always, I’m at centralilcrappieguide.
com or 309-642-8106.



KINKAID MUSKIES OF FALL
Chasing Big Toothy Predators as the Waters Cool

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms and Andrew Veach
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 Autumn muskie fishing is simply 
the best. While early spring can produce 
slightly heavier fish, fall gamefish 
are less affected by negative weather 
changes like cold fronts, since they’re 
expecting the weather to change and 
waters to cool down. Additionally, with 
summer vacations ending, kids back 
in school, less recreational boat traffic, 
fewer tournaments, and hunting seasons 
pulling even more away from the water, 
fall gives anglers a shot at less pressured 
fish that can be incredibly aggressive.
 The great southern muskie fishing 
mecca, Kinkaid Lake lies in the heart of 
the Southern Illinois Ozark Mountains 
in the Shawnee National Forest. Its 
nearly 3,000 acres of prime real estate 
for many species of game fish. Its long 
been known as one of the very best 
largemouth bass and crappie fisheries 
in the Midwestern United States, and 
it also produces good fishing for white 
bass, bluegill and sunfish, channel and 
flathead catfish, big walleyes, and some 
huge rough fish species as well.
 Illinois’ Kinkaid Lake has been 
rated as one of the world’s top muskie 
fishing waters for many years now, 
producing both high numbers of these 
big hard fighting beasts and trophy 

caliber specimens as well. Fall is the 
preferred time of year for our guide 
staff and clients in search of numbers of 
big active muskies on the prowl. What’s 
more is that this is also a great time 
of year for largemouth bass fishing, 
and the best time of year to target 
both species at the same time with the 
same tackle. Many of our clients have 
landed their PBs here for size and 
single day numbers of muskies, while 
also catching the biggest bass of their 
lives as a bonus. It’s a magical time on a 
magical body of water!
 
*Autumn Fishing
 Most anglers outside of the state 
of Illinois, and particularly those in the 
northern United States and Canada, 
think primarily of fishing for southern 
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Another happy angler on a guided fall 
muskie trip to Kinkaid with the Colby 

Simms Outdoors Team.

Colby Simms hefts this Kinkaid muskie 
landed by longtime client 

Drew Toohill and his dad Mike.



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, 
bass and billfish tournament champ 
and multiple circuit championship 
title holder, record holding guide, 

public speaker, award winning 
international writer and network TV & 
radiopersonality, and Owner of Colby 
Simms Outdoors LLC, offering custom 

lures & tackle, professional promotions, 
media services, seminars, and guided 
trips & fishing vacations in the U.S., 

Canada, Mexico & Costa Rica at: 
www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com 
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com 
and follow them at: www.facebook.
com/ColbySimmsSportFishingPro 

& www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsOutdoors. 
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Illinois muskies in the springtime period, 
and this thought process is a good one. 
The pre spawn period of early spring 
is the best time of year to catch a giant 
southern ski, as stocked females are full 
of eggs that won’t develop. There’s no 
doubt that Kinkaid has numbers of state 
record class muskies swimming in its 
famous yet surprisingly unpressured 
waters. But fall is the second-best 
time to find and catch big muskies. 
As water temperatures drop, gamefish 
instinctively put the feed bag on, trying 
to pack on as much weight as they can, 
to reach optimal size and health, and for 
egg development for the coming spawn. 
And as temperatures are at or near the 
preferred range of this apex species, they 
go on a feeding rampage, snapping up 
shad, shiners, suckers, sunfish and other 
prey items, sometimes with seemingly 
reckless abandon. They may not be 
quite as big as in the pre-spawn, but fall 
muskies on Kinkaid are fat heavy fish 
that are thick and healthy looking. And 
because of the increased feeding activity, 
we now catch higher numbers of big 
trophy caliber fish in fall too.
 
*Productive Patterns
 A wide variety of presentations work 
to take these active fall fish. Crankbaits, 
minnow plugs, spinnerbaits, jerkbaits 
and topwaters top the list of lure options. 
But swimbaits and jigs have become 
hot in recent years too. So have spoons, 
especially the large wide wobbling casting 
style spoons so popular for northern pike 
in Canada. The bladebait is an option at 
this time. And while few anglers invest 
the time, we’ve caught more muskies on 
live baits in fall than at any other time of 
year. Trolling and vertical jigging with 
artificial lures can produce at times in fall, 
but casting reigns supreme. In fact, on 
most days casting is considerably more 
effective than other presentations. Always 
remember to vary the retrieve speed and 
cadence, to see just what the fish prefer 
most each day on the water. But faster 
presentations are usually best, with the 
falling water temperatures and increases 
in predation activity. 
 
*Get Out There
 During most years, Kinkaid muskie 
fishing usually peaks from around early 
September to about mid-November, 
depending on how warm the weather 
stays. Still, even during normal years 
in the mild climate of the mountainous 
region of the lower portion of the Prairie 
State, we’re often catching lots of big 

muskies into December, while still 
getting down to the tee shirts before the 
day’s end! The only real mistake that 
outdoor enthusiasts can make at this 
special time of year is not getting out 
into the woods and onto the waters, to 
experience the magnificence of nature, 
and fall fishing is simply glorious! 
As you work down a boulder strewn 
shoreline, casting big baits at targets in 
the clear water, the excitement builds 
and builds. With warm sun on the face, 
as a cool and refreshing breeze picks up, 
we feel all of our cares drift away with 
that breeze. A sense of peace washes 
over us, until that peace is shredded by 
a big beautiful muskie engulfing our lure 
and trying to rip the rod from our hands. 
We all know what comes next, and we 
live for it! Remember, get out there…

WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE WE PAY TOP MARKET VALUE 
FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

11705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 6152311705 N. Old Galena Rd • Mossville, IL 61523
309.579.3000309.579.3000

www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com

Colby Simms Tackle Pro Staffer Andrew 
Veach with another autumn muskie.

Ray Simms shows off a nice fall ski 
taken on his CSO Hatchet Shad 

spinnerbait shown.



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker - 
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

FALL WHITE 
BASS 
FISHING

 When you talk about white 
bass with most anglers here in the 
Midwest, they talk primarily about 
spring fishing, when many anglers 
search for these scrappy fighting fish 
on the rivers where they live. In fact, 
many anglers are not even aware that 

during the fall, some of the best white 
bass fishing of the year can be had… 
not only in quantity, but also quality. 
The white bass available during 
September and October will be some 
of the biggest of the year. After a 
summer of very heavy feeding, 
these fish have grown into some 
real bruisers that can and will test 
an angler’s skill. Another nice thing 
about fishing for these Fall white bass 
is that it is not only reserved for the 
boat angler. Now, granted in a boat 
you do have the mobility to cover 
many different areas, but the shore 
angler can also enjoy the good fishing 
by picking a few spots to wet a line.
 During September and later into 
the Fall, depending on the weather, 
locations you choose to fish for white 
bass are very important. You will 
have a much higher success rate by 
fishing larger rivers like the Illinois 
River during this time. Keep in mind 
during normal weather years most 
of the tributary streams that white 
bass use in other times of the year 
now have relatively low water levels. 
You will find that the white bass will 
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abandon these areas for the big river 
waters that offer not only depth and 
structure, but also forage for them to 
feed on. Because of this, these larger 
river areas will produce the most fish 
during fall. When heading out to fish 
the larger Illinois, and Mississippi 
rivers, you will want to make sure you 
check out areas that have underwater 
points that protrude out from the 
shoreline. If the bottom makeup of 
the area contains some type of rock 
or gravel bottom, all the better, as 
the white bass will use this area 
extensively in fall to school baitfish. 
When fishing these point areas, most 
of the time you will find the fish 
anywhere from the shallow shoreline 
to about the 8–10-foot depth mark. 
Now that’s not to say you cannot catch 
them deeper because at times you can, 
but as a rule they seem to cruise these 
depths the most frequently. Be aware 
of the wind when fishing these points. 
Wind-blown points, especially if the 
wind is blowing towards shore, will 
push baitfish and other forage onto 
the point for the whites to feed on. 
These wind-blown points can be real 

hot spots in fall. Also, the wave action 
on the water’s surface seems to help 
keep the white bass from spooking 
easily, which makes them even more 
within the anglers casting range.
 You will find that autumn white 
bass will take both small and big 
lures. Personally, I like to initially 
start out by casting a small jig in the 
1/8-to-3/16-ounce weight range that 
has been tipped with a plastic twister 
tail in the 2 to 3-inch size. As far as 
color, I’ll try to match the forage 
base in the waters I am fishing. If I 
know the white bass are feeding on 
shad for instance, I’ll go with a black 
jig head with a shad pattern twister 
tail bodies that have a black back 
with silver sides. Again, you want 
to initially match the forage base 
first, and then make color changes as 
necessary. Locally here on the Illinois 
River I have had good luck with baits 
colored like the Asian Carp found in 
our waters. The Copi as they are now 
being called are a particular favorite 
forage food for many of the gamefish 
species in our river. 
 In choosing your equipment for 
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this kind of fishing, I have found that 
a longer rod works best. Use a rod 
in the “medium-light” weight range, 
and at least 6 feet, 6 inches or longer. 
I prefer a 7ft 1in rod for casting these 
smaller jigs. Use a good quality 
6–8-pound test, thin diameter line 
spooled on a lightweight-spinning 
reel and you’re in business. The 
longer rod will let you cast those 
smaller lures much farther. The added 
rod length acts like a whip to launch 
the lure out on your cast, giving you 
greater casting distance. If you are 
fishing and find that you are catching 
only smaller white bass on the smaller 
jig, make the switch to a bigger jig 
and see if that eliminates the smaller 
fish from hitting. Going to a bigger 
lure will trigger those larger fish into 
hitting. Another method that works 
well for these fall white bass is using 
crankbaits. Now I’m not talking of the 
ones you use for walleyes, but instead 
the smaller, panfish sized crankbaits 
that are available. Crankbaits that are 
in the 1- to 3-inch range maximum 
can be very deadly on the whites. 
Start with the bright, flashy finish, 
such as chrome or silver. Other colors 
of cranks that are very effective are 
chartreuse, white and black. At times, 

especially on overcast days, black is 
a very effective color. Its silhouette 
against the lighter background of 
the sky gives the white bass a target 
they really like to hit hard. I have also 
had success with lures in the Ghost 
Minnow pattern as they mimic the 
Copi very well! And let’s not leave 
out smaller spinnerbaits in those same 
color patterns… I have particular 
success with ¼ oz. tandem bladed 
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits!

 

 Another area now active for 
white bass is wing dams. These 
man-made structures are located 
all up and down the Mississippi 
River, and during low and normal 
water periods, can at times offer 
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some fast and furious fishing. The 
longer wing dams that extend well 
out from the shoreline are the ones 
to concentrate your efforts on first. 
The reason is that these longer dams 
give the whites rockier area to cruise 
looking for forage and they seem 
to favor them. Early and late in the 
day seems to be the peak feeding 
times, but do not hesitate to try them 
at other times. You just never know 
when these fish will decide to go on 
a feed. To fish these wing dams, you 
can start out by casting jig/minnow 
rigs or jig/plastic rigs tight to the 
upstream side of the rocks. Now 
keep in mind when doing this, you 
have to keep your rod tip high and 
reel immediately when your lure 
hits the water. If you don’t, you’ll 
risk getting snagged and believe me, 
wing dams love to eat lures. You can 
also cast those same small crankbaits 
we discussed earlier. When you use 
them though, cast them parallel 
along the wing dam for best results. 
When you fish them this way, more 
fish get a chance to see your offering 
and strike it.

 I have really come to look 
forward to the months of September 
and October so that I can again 
enjoy the truly tremendous white 
bass fishing. As I mentioned earlier, 
many anglers are not even aware 
it’s happening. Look for this to be a 
really great fall season on the water 
with plenty of huge white bass to 
go around. Hopefully you can make 
some time to get out and enjoy those 
huge autumn white bass on the 
Illinois or Mississippi rivers near you 
where they are thriving. It’s a great 
time to make some memories. Until 
next month… Good Luck, Good 
Fishing and hope to see you on the 
water somewhere!

Shad Colored Twister Tails

Ghost Minnow Squarebill
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MDC: WATERFOWL HUNTERS MAY EXPERIENCE LOW 
WATER AT TEN MILE POND CA THIS FALL
EAST PRAIRIE, MO – Waterfowl hunters 
and visitors this fall may experience 
abnormally low water at Missouri Department 
of Conservation’s (MDC) Ten Mile Pond 
Conservation Area (CA) in Mississippi 
County.
 “Unfortunately, we are suffering from 
aging infrastructure on the area that will 
hamper our pumping capabilities for the 
upcoming waterfowl season on some of 
our best wetland habitat,” said Mississippi 
Lowlands East District Supervisor Tim 
Kavan. “Coupling this with dry conditions 
and low water in other possible sources 
will result in reduced opportunities for our 
waterfowl hunters this season.”

 When working as designed, three wells 
provide water to more than 700 acres of 
wetlands at Ten Mile Pond CA. But recently, 
two of the three wells typically used to flood 
the wetland pools have failed, leaving only 
one well operational for fall flooding, he said.
Kavan said the system is not designed for 
operations with only one well. A large portion 
of the surface acres of water on the west side 
of the area could be directly impacted, he 
said.
 “Our plan is to continue to update the 
public of the area status as waterfowl season 
nears,” Kavan said. “We will be adjusting our 
management strategies to focus on flooding 
the lower sites earlier than normal to help 
compensate for the reduced flooding capacity. 

Even then, the already drier than normal 
conditions will also require more water to 
saturate the soils than a typical year.”
 Work is already underway to replace 
both wells in time for the 2023-2024 
waterfowl season, but for this fall MDC is 
looking into using alternative methods to 
provide water to the area, such as pulling 
water from a nearby ditch. Kavan said staff 
will continue to investigate alternate ways 
to offer waterfowl hunting opportunities to 
the public and resting areas for migratory 
waterfowl this fall. 
 Heading into fall, Kavan recommends 
waterfowl hunters to scout wetland conditions 
and other area information beforehand, or by 
calling the area hotline at (573) 649-2770 for 
updated information.

 Find out more about Ten Mile Pond 
Conservation Area (CA) online here: Ten 
Mile Pond Conservation Area | Missouri 
Department of Conservation (mo.gov).
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MDC PLANS MAJOR 
INVASIVE FISH 
REMOVAL PROJECT FOR 
LOWER GRAND RIVER
By Bill Graham

Kansas City, MO – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
plan to remove invasive Asian carp 
from the lower Grand River in a 
project to serve research and fisheries 
management. From Sept. 12-16, MDC 
will close to boaters the Brunswick 
Access and the final eight miles of the 
river before it flows into the Missouri 
River. Crews will net and remove 
the carp working with a commercial 
fisherman and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The fish will be 
utilized as commercial food, feed, 
and bait products. Anglers will benefit 
because desired native fish from buffalo 
and paddlefish to flathead and channel 
catfish will have less competition for 
food and space.
 “We’re going to try to remove 
15,000 pounds of invasive carp,” said 
Kasey Whiteman, MDC resource science 
field station supervisor. “We’re going 
to evaluate removal techniques and the 
feasibility of removing a significant 
amount of carp to knock their populations 
back. This is going to give us valuable 
information for strategies to controls 
these invasive species going forward.”
 Invasive carp reproduce prolifically, 
crowding rivers and removing food 
and nutrients from the food chain that 
sport fish and other native fish need. 
The removal will target silver, bighead, 
grass, and black carp. Besides harming 
the fishery for sport, the silver carp is 
a jumping fish that leaps high from the 
water when startled and has caused 
serious injuries to boaters.
 Invasive carp tend to pack into 
streams feeding the Missouri and 
Mississippi Rivers. They like the slower 
waters in the feeder streams. Invaders 
such as silver carp feed on plankton and 
find the slower water in those streams 
nutrient rich and easy to filter food 
through their gills. This project aims 
to see if netting techniques can capture 
large numbers of adult and juvenile 
carp, and that a commercial fishing 

operation can market them profitably. 
The aim is to develop future ways 
that commercial anglers could remove 
invasive carp from feeder streams and 
provide benefits for the sport fishery.
 MDC will place nets in the Grand 
River at both ends of the fish removal 
section. That will keep carp from 
escaping the target area. MDC has fish 
population sampling data from prior years 
and populations will be sampled after 
the carp removal. Biologists will be able 
to measure how sport fish populations 
respond and how quickly invasive carp 
re-populate the stream section.
 The removal will occur Oct. 17-22 if 
a weather event prompts postponement 
in September. During the operation, 
the Grand River above the lower eight 
miles can still be accessed by boaters 
via the Bosworth Access. The Missouri 
River will still be accessible by boaters 
via MDC’s Miami, Waverly, Dalton, 
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and Glasgow fishing accesses. Bank 
fishing will still be allowed in the lower 
eight miles during the operation.
 “This is fisheries management and 
science at the same time,” Whiteman said. 
“We’ll learn what we can and can’t do with 
these fish, and the fish will be utilized.”

 For more information on managing 
invasive carp, visit https://short.mdc.
mo.gov/4Tr.

Silver carp jump high from the water when 
startled, such as by a boat motor. They have 
seriously injured boaters. The carp removal 
will boost boater safety. Photo my Missouri 

Department of Conservation
MDC plans to remove invasive carp from 

the lower eight miles of the Grand River to 
reduce their numbers and to test remov-
al methods. The fish will be utilized by a 

commercial operation. Photo my Missouri 
Department of Conservation
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BOOSTING QUAIL WAS FOCUS OF NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE HOSTED BY MDC AUG. 1-5 AT SPRINGFIELD
By Dan Zarlenga

Springfield, MO – Being flexible and 
innovative in managing habitat is the way to 
best boost bobwhite quail and the five other 
quail species found in America, experts say. 
Applying research data and field observations 
may mean modifying long-used practices 
for quail. Biologists working throughout the 
United States took those messages home after 
a national quail conference Aug. 1-5 that 
was hosted in Springfield by the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) and 
conservation partners.
 Attendees at the joint conference of the 
National Bobwhite Technical Committee 
and the National Quail Symposium heard 
reports on research and updates on the latest 
technologies useful to studying and monitoring 
quail populations. For instance, researchers 
have trapped and placed transmitters on quail to 
track exactly what habitats they prefer for best 
nesting and brood rearing success. Sometimes 
the results challenge old assumptions. An 
extensive five-year quail study by MDC and 
partners found that quail broods often hatch 
in nests well beyond June 15, which was long 
assumed to be the date for peak hatch time in 
Missouri. MDC has adjusted practices on public 
land and recommendations for private lands to 
better protect nesting and brood-rearing quail.

 Quail are a popular gamebird. Bobwhite 
quail are also a much-appreciated songbird 
for their mating “bob-white” whistles on early 
summer mornings. Good habitat practices for 
quail benefit all grassland birds and pollinators, 
and the people who enjoy them. Yet quail and 
other grassland birds have declined in recent 
decades due to a loss of quality habitat and other 
environmental factors.
 “We have to move forward in our 
management,” said Dave Hoover, MDC 
regional resource management supervisor. 
“Our quail-loving public appreciates the 
resource, and they don’t want to let it go. Let’s 
be adaptive. Let’s learn from things that we’re 
doing and things we need to change.”
 Presenters made several points about ways 
to boost quail on public and private lands.
•  Researchers continue to gain knowledge about 

quail friendly plants and how factors such as 
vegetation disturbance via prescribed fire and 
grazing can boost quail, said Aaron Jeffries, 
MDC deputy director. It can take years of good 
management to reach peak covey numbers. “I 
don’t think we will return to quail numbers of 
the 1960s, 70s, and 80s,” Jeffries said. “But 
we can still have 10-covey days.”

•  MDC research found bobwhite quail have 
higher nesting and brood rearing success in 

native grasslands with pockets of shrubby 
or woody cover. Though a proximity of a 
grassland field to large trees that host predators 
can greatly reduce quail survival in a habitat. 
Grasslands that have regular fire and grazing 
regimes provide open ground and a variety of 
overhead cover that quail need.

•  Reducing fragmentation of habitats and hard 
field edges, such as eliminating tree rows, 
can boost quail by reducing predation.

•  Despite quail declines in eastern states, there 
are also signs of success in boosting numbers 
on public and private land where good 
habitat management practices have been 
applied, said James A. Martin, a researcher 
and professor at the University of Georgia.

•  Quail can move further across home territories 
than previously thought, based on radio 
tracking, said Kyle Hedges, MDC district 
supervisor. In fall and winter, quail show a 
preference for selecting cover closer to shrubs 
and trees. Shrub habitat boosts quail survival, 
mature trees reduce quail survival.

•  Quail populations thrive best when private 
landowners cooperate on habitat programs 
and management on both a local and regional 
scale. How habitat is arranged matters as 
well as the amount of good habitat, Martin 
said. “What worked in the past may not work 

in the future,” he said. “We have to be more 
flexible.”

•  Landowners working together in quail 
cooperatives supported by MDC have 
proven that bobwhite covey numbers can be 
increased.

 MDC can connect landowners with 
expertise and cost-share programs for 
habitat improvement offered in partnership 
by both public and private conservation 
entities. Conference speakers were hopeful 
for strong federal funding for wildlife action 
plans that apply to grassland wildlife habitat 
improvements across regions.
 “We can make a difference for quail in the 
places where we have the right type of habitat 
and the right amount of habitat,” Jeffries said.
To learn more about ways to improve quail 
habitat on farms and acreages, visit https://
short.mdc.mo.gov/4T7.

Photo by the Missouri Department of Conservation



WHAT YOU SHOULD HAVE DONE 
TO PREPARE FOR DOVE SEASON
By Bill Cooper

 Your dove season opener didn’t 
go so well? You are not in that boat 
by yourself. The opening day of dove 
season is one of the most popular 
wing-shooting events of the year. 
The opener serves to usher in the fall 
hunting seasons, allow buddies to get 
together, and to embarrass a lot of 
shooters.
 You still have time to prepare a 
bit before your next dove outing, or 
at least make a note to get ready for 
next year’s dove opener well before 
the season starts.
 1. Shoot Your Shotgun - A 
Lot  - It should be obvious, but dove 
hunting requires a ton of shooting to 
be successful. The average shooter 
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what works best. Avoid the cheaper 
7/8-ounce loads. Loads carrying 
a 1 1/8-ounce load will net you far 
more doves. Pattern a few steel 
loads as well. They do fly differently 
but go prepared. More and more 
conservation areas are requiring that 
bird hunters utilize steel shot. You can 
kill doves and save the environment 
at the same time.
 3. Test Chokes - Assuming that 
one choke will take care of all of your 
dove hunting needs is a big mistake. 
Most hunters will face a wide range 
of shooting scenarios on opening 
day, especially if they are hunting 
public property. Open chokes, such 
as improved cylinder, or even skeet, 
are good for close range shooting to 
25 yards. After the opening moments 
tick away, doves become skittish and 
longer shot opportunities will become 
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With Purchase

can expect to fire 5 rounds per dove 
downed. Those who do not practice 
before the dove opener can expect to 
make the ammo companies wealthy, 
especially with today’s prices. 
Practicing with your shotgun at a 
sporting clays range is the ultimate 
in wing shooting. Shooting stations 
present a variety of shooting scenarios, 
just what the doctor ordered to help 
fine tune your personal shooting skills. 
Should you not be able to make it to 
the range, simply get a few buddies 
together and toss some clays. Take 
turns coaching one another, rather 
than poking fun and deriding, and 
you will see your shooting abilities 
improve rather quickly. 
 2. Select Appropriate Shot 
Loads - Count on it. Every shotgun 
will shoot a given load differently. 
Shoot a lot and shoot several loads 
through your shotgun to find out 

the order of the day. Carrying a pouch 
containing a variety of chokes allows 
you the option of changing chokes 
in the field and adapting to any dove 
hunting situation.
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Shooting a variety of shot shells before your 
hunt will reveal the best for your shotgun, 
but include steel shot in you arsenal too



M-F: 10am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

 4. Scout Ahead of Time - Doves 
can be here today and gone tomorrow. 
Scouting right to the evening before 
your planned hunt is wise. If that is 
not possible, rely on your last visit 
to known food sources. Utilizing the 
buddy system can be effective as well. 
Take turns visiting your hunting site 
and share the intel.
 5. Get the Right Clothing - 
Dressing appropriately for your dove 
hunt will largely affect how much 
you enjoy the outing. In most areas 
of the country temperatures will be 
hot. Wear light clothing that wicks 
away moisture. Camo is not a must, 
but at least wear earth tones.  Light 
browns, tans, and greens will work 
like a charm. Consider a broad-rimed 
hat and a good pair of sunglasses or 
shooting glasses. Comfort equals 
success.
 Be sure to take along your favorite 
camp chair, lots of ammo, insect 
repellant and a cool, nom-alcoholic 
beverage. Good old Southern sweet 
tea is hard to beat on a hot day of dove 
hunting. Be safe and shoot straight.
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Comfort equals success. Wear light clothing 
that wicks moisture. Take a comfortable 
chair, insect repellant and a cool drink.

Matt England with England Expeditions shared this great 
photos of clients with some Lake Shelbyville Crappie. 

Book your trip today. Call Matt at 217-520-3653 or 
email him at matt@englandexpeditions.com.
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 Farmington Missouri has 
a company manufacturing and 
designing custom precision rifles for 
some time. A couple weeks ago I 
was able to sit down with Tim Jones 
salesmen for Sterling Precision. This 
was an interesting interview as well 
as tour of a high-tech facility that 
most people have no idea is nestled in 
our small tight nit community.  Who 
would have thought weapons this 
amazing were being manufactured 
right here in Farmington, MO.
 Sterling Precision was born 
through a passion for shooting and 
hunting. The owner Adam Busse has 
been doing both shooting and hunting 
ever since he was young. As he started 
to get more involved in shooting 
sports. He found that something 
was missing. What was missing was 
the access to quality and affordable 
precisions rifles. So, he started 
working on his own rifles in his own 
shop. So, with seeing an opportunity 
he started Sterling Precision. I know 
there are a lot of details missing in 
there, but bottom line is this is a 
self-made man now building quality 
rifles with his family and friends in 
Farmington Missouri. 
 Sterling Precision is built on 
Christian core values. That being said 
they are very generous locally to non-
for-profit organizations as well as 
churches. The couple hours I spent there 
I was allowed to handle and view some 
of their beautiful rifles and supplies that 
they had they’re in the shop. Mr. Busse 
was more than glad to take time and 
chat with me for a bit stopping by to 
introduce himself. Everyone there were 
exceptionally nice.
 Recently one of their precision 
rifles broke a world record. The record 
was three hits with a rifle at two 

thousand four hundred and seventy-
two yards with a four sixteen stroker 
caliber. Built in Farmington Missouri 
a Sterling Precision podium rifle. That 
sounds like a crazy long shot. But when 
you manufacture rifles with as much 
precision and perfection as they do. 
You wouldn’t expect anything less than 
perfection. I’m pretty sure if you keep 
your eyes open, I’m guessing more 
records will fall by these exceptionally 
nice rifles. Every rifle they manufacture 
is guaranteed to shoot three-inch groups 
at six hundred and eighty yards. 
 The rifles they manufacture have 
multiple uses around the world. 
Currently they are being used by 
hunters around the world. They are 
using them for hunting big game, small 
game, and they even have using in the 
police and military platforms. Being 
able to effectively engage targets at 
ranges out past five hundred meters is 
a feat no matter what the target. They 
take the time to manufacture a quality 
product that with a quality unmatched 
in an industry of perfectionist. I can 
tell you every rifle that I held in my 
hands was smooth and balanced like a 
work of art. 
 In the Farmington location 
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they manufacture guns as well as 
do gunsmithing. They can sell you 
everything locally to assemble your 
own rifle or just allow them to do it 
for you. Another great thing is they 
will take a rifle that you have and do 
all the necessary gunsmithing to turn 
it into a nail driver at further than 
you ever thought you would shoot. 
They have carbon fiber barrels for 
those long-range hunts through the 
mountains of Colorado to heavy steel 
barrels to shoot from the bench. The 

opportunities are endless to what you 
can do if you step in the door and say 
I want this and what I want it to do. 
Tim will sit down with his team draw 
it up and make it happen. 
 They Create great rifles at a fair 
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custom rifle price with attention to 
detail that will blow your mind. If 
you are not happy, they will make you 
happy. Do yourself a favor contact 
Tim he will make your dreams come 
true with a work of art uncontested 
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in its field. Go by and say hi to Tim 
he will treat you like family and 
make your dreams come true. Their 
contact information is (573) 218-
4888 www.sterlingprecision.net @
sterlingprecision on Facebook.

Matt England with England Expeditions with a nice 
Lake Shelbyville Crappie. Book your trip today. Call Matt at 

217-520-3653 or email him at matt@englandexpeditions.com.
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His doctor checked his prostate with 
the “finger wave.” You know the 
dreaded “bend over and assume the 
position as it is time for your digital 
rectal exam of your prostate.”  Well, 
they found a mass on my patient’s 
friend and work up showed that it 
had spread all over and 9 months 
later he was dead at the young age of 
65.  My friend was concerned as he 
also had noticed some decrease in his 
stream and asked my advice on what 
testing, or screening should we do to 
make sure that his symptoms were 
not caused by a run-away cancer.  
 I thank my patients when they 
send me to the books to research 
something. Prostate Cancer 
screening has become a little bit 
of a controversy and I needed to 
do my research. I had been taught 
to check a blood test known as a 
Prostate Specific antigen (PSA) and 
examine the prostate with a finger 
placed in the rectum known as the 
Digital Rectal Exam (DRE).  As you 
might imagine, after discussing the 
test many patients say, “no thanks”.  

  A patient came into my office 
and told me he had just attended his 
friend’s funeral.  This friend was the 
same age and was born in the same 
month as my patient. They both 
had just turned 65. His friend began 
with some decreased urine stream 9 
months ago.  It bothered him with the 
many trips to the bathroom during 
the night, so he went to his doctor.  

Some opt just for the blood draw, 
some pass on both tests.
 PSA is a protein that is made by 
prostate tissue.  It is made by normal 
prostate tissue and also cancerous 
tissue. Cancer is uncontrolled 
replication, so the cancer tissue 
usually makes more PSA than 
normal tissue.  Some of this protein 
is found in the blood so that makes 
it a tumor marker as a blood test.  
The PSA was never meant to be a 
screening tool for prostate cancer, 
but it was designed to follow a 
cancer level once the cancer was 
diagnosed.  However, it has been 
used for screening anyway.  Men 
frequently have enlarged prostates 
from a process called Benign 
Prostate Hyperplasia (BPH).  This is 
not cancer but because there is more 
prostate tissue the PSA can increase 
in the blood.  3 out of 4 patients with 
an elevated PSA (greater than 4.0) 
do not have prostate cancer. This 
elevated blood test in 75% of people 
without cancer has led to many 
unnecessary tests, side effects and 
worry in patients. Prostate biopsies 
are painful and expensive.  
 To add further controversy, The 
most aggressive prostate cancers 
often do not raise the PSA.  “When 
Cancer is the answer, Tissue is 

THE FINGER 
WAVE
By Dr. Dru Hauter, MD

Area Sportsman Bar
• PIZZA • ICE • CARRY OUT • OPEN 7 DAYS •

Every Tuesday $2.00/Can
Welcome Bikers,

Poker Runs

SEE OUR BIG TROPHIES!

Trading PostTrading Post

On West Center St.
Oakford, IL 62673

Owner: Tim Wallace

217-635-5392

Contact me to see if Direct Care is right for you.
DRU D. HAUTER, MD

217-632-6236 • drdru@cidirectcare.com 
1411 N. Kickapoo St. Suite 105 • Lincoln, Illinois 62656

Learn more at cidirectcare.com

110 4-H Park Rd. 
Eureka, IL 61530

eurekalocker@gmail.com
www.bittnermeatco.com

DAY TIME NUMBER:
(309) 467-2731

the Issue.” Cancer is defined as 
uncontrolled replication of a cell 
type. The behavior and treatment 
of the cancer is based on the cell 
type. It is usually based on the 
tissue of origin.  It is designated as 
“well differentiated”, which looks 
like the original tissue or “poorly 
differentiated,” looks nothing like 
the original tissue. So, a poorly 
differentiated prostate cancer really 
does not look much like the prostate 
tissue.  This is the reason that some of 
the most aggressive prostate cancers 
do not elevate the PSA Blood test.
 Cancer cells in the prostate are 
very common but may not cause any 
significant problems in a patient’s 
life. It is estimated that 80% of 
man aged 80 years old have some 
prostate cancer cells, but only 7% 
of those men with cancer cells in the 
prostate will have any side effects. 
This would even include decreased 
urinary stream.   
 Imagine a patient comes for 
screening and PSA test is high above 
5.0. DRE finds a large prostate but 
no mass.  (Prostate should feel 
like a ripe peach. When it feels 
like a bruised peach it could be 
infected, “prostatitis”.  A cancer 
feels like a lump or a piece of 
gravel on the prostate.  It is usually 
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Dru Hauter, MD is an avid outdoorsman and a native of Central Illinois. 
He is the physician at Central Illinois Direct Care in Lincoln, Illinois 

and can be reached through his website cidirectcare.com at 
drdru@cidirectcare.com or 217.632.6236.

hard and irregular.) An ultrasound 
was ordered.  This is done with an 
ultrasound wand placed into the 
rectum and sound waves shot over 
the prostate. Biopsies were then 
done to randomly look for cancer.  If 
a random cancer cell was found, then 
surgery is often recommended. Side 
effects of the surgery can lead to 
urinary incontinence and impotence.  
Sometimes radiation is added and 
can lead to decreased bladder size 
and rectal irritation leading to stool 
problems.  Research has found that 
prostate cancer is being overtreated 
leading to more problems than the 
cancer itself.  For this reason, the 
PSA is falling out of favor. 
 Most medical organizations 
recommend men in their 50’s 
discuss the pros and cons of prostate 
cancer screening with their doctors. 
The discussion should include a 
review of your risk factors and your 
preferences about screening.  If 
you choose to have prostate cancer 

screening, most organizations 
recommend stopping around age 
70 or sooner if you develop other 
serious medical conditions that limit 
your life expectancy.
 PSA testing may reveal prostate 
cancer that is likely to spread to 
other parts of your body and early 
treatment with less aggressive 
options may catch the cancer before 
is would be life-threatening. 
 Downsides to testing are that 
the test often has false-positives 
from other causes including BPH 
or prostatitis. Some of the worse 
cancers do not raise the PSA leading 
to a false negative result.  More 
testing after an elevated PSA can be 
invasive, stressful, expensive and 
painful. In some patients living with 
a slow-growing prostate cancer that 
does not need treatment may cause 
stress and worry.
 My approach is to screen 
starting at age 50 or 5 years before 
a close relative was diagnosed.  I 

draw a PSA before I do a DRE. A 
DRE immediately before the blood 
draw can falsely elevate the PSA. I 
discuss the results with my patient 
and we do not worry unless the PSA 
is above 4.0 or jumps 2.0 points in 
a year.  If elevated, I usually repeat 
after 3 months.  If still elevated we 
discuss MRI of the prostate with a 
PIRADS score.  An MRI gives much 
more information than an ultrasound 
and can rule out the need for biopsy. I 
don’t recommend starting screening 
for patients 70 and older.
 The takeaway is discuss your 
options with your doctor and decide 
your risk level and appropriate 
testing.  My 65-year-old patient who 
came in worried after attending the 
funeral of a friend received 4 quick 
cancer screens; A digital rectal exam 

which checked his prostate and stool 
for blood, a PSA blood draw, and a 
urine to look for blood that could 
screen for bladder or kidney cancer. 
His worry was relieved, and he is 
buying green bananas and stocking 
up on shotgun shells as he is 
expecting to live to see the bananas 
ripen and hunt the Grand Migration.

CDC Quote
 “PSA screening may reduce 
prostate cancer mortality risk but 
is associated with false-positive 
results, biopsy complications, and 
overdiagnosis. Compared with 
conservative approaches, active 
treatments for screen-detected 
prostate cancer have unclear effects on 
long-term survival but are associated 
with sexual and urinary difficulties.”



DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES 
TO TRY FOR FALL FISHING

  School has started and most 
lakes have lost the jet skiers and boat 
traffic, making for some pleasant time 
on the water. Pretty much having the 
lakes to yourself is a bonus and it 
is a great time to learn the lake you 
are fishing. Most lakes are in a draw 
down stage. By simply riding around 
in your Mercury powered Nitro Z20 
and marking structures such as stump 

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

Zoom Horny Toad can net you some 
nice bass. I always keep a Zoom Fluke 
handy, as bass will swirl and miss the 
bait. Then you can throw back to the 
swirl with the Fluke and twitch it 
along in an injured minnow cadence 
and catch them. These bass can be in 
one to five feet of water and not on 
any specific cover, even flat sandy 
banks as they are roaming so again 
just cover a lot of water. I like creeks 
when doing this and start at the mouth 
and work back in as far as possible. If 
you have a flat in the back of creek, 
try to get to creek by working across 
flat and lots of times you can find 
deep water again which is a great fall 
pattern to get into. If you find these 
places, start flipping a Zoom Brush 
Hog or cranking a shallow running 
Water Wood crank bait around lay 
downs or creek bends. One thing 
I’ve learned about flats with cover is 

to keep noise down and make a little 
longer cast than usual, but fish each 
piece of cover with multiple casts and 
baits like you know there is a bass on 
it. Many times, I have made multiple 
casts to these targets and finally got 
the bass to hit and caught several in a 
row so work the cover well.
 Moving into deeper water look 
for concentrations of bait, brush piles, 
humps, and channel swings. Once 
you find bait on these places put your 
Panoptic’s to work. I like a worm this 
time of the year and my favorite two 
are the Zoom 10-inch Old Monster 
and the Zoom Magnum Trick worm, 
Texas rigged or on a Carolina rig. A 
deep diving Water Wood crank bait 
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beds, brush piles, rock formations, 
etc. on your Garmin electronics can 
give you plenty of fishing spots when 
the lake comes up in the spring. Most 
lakes tend to get a lot clearer in the 
fall and this is a great time to use and 
get to learn the Panoptix scanning 
sonar system. 
 There are lots of ways to catch 
fish this time of the year and finding 
bait in an area is generally the way 
to go. I will ride the lake looking for 
birds as that’s a pretty good indicator 
for bass in the area. Also, if you have 
stripers in the lake you can look for 
the area the striper fisherman are 
congregated in, as they keep up with 
the shad movements. There is the 
time of the year when you have a 
lot of small wolf packs roaming the 
shallow water. Just by putting your 
Motorguide trolling motor down and 
covering a lot of water with a buzz 
bait, Bass Pro Shops Slim Dog or a 
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or a drop shot or a Bass Pro Shops 
jigging spoon work well. Swim baits 
can be deadly this time of the year 
and with Panoptix you can fish the 
swim bait just over brush piles and 
really any structure cover you find, 
watching the bait and getting it as 
close to structure as possible without 
hanging up. If fishing deep and you 
catch a bass or three and no more bites 
occur change your bait, in other words 
if you caught two on a crank bait and 
now more bites, go to worm or swim 
bait and vice a versa.
 Bridge pilings and rip rap can be 
big producers as bait is usually present, 
especially if they are generating water. 
I like to use drop shots, big worms 
and swim baits. When I fish bridges, 
I always keep a top water on and if a 
boat comes through, make a few casts 
around the pilings as this will stir bait 
up and cause bass to feed for a minute 
or two. I’ve done really well in a few 
tournaments fishing this pattern.
 Docks from shallow to deep can 
be good depending on where you are 
on the lake and once you get a pattern 
you can run with it. You just have to 

fish along trying all these techniques 
till you get something going. Let’s 
say you catch a fish on a dock in the 
back of a cove in three foot of water or 
off a deep dock on a point, then start 
looking for more docks with the same 
features and skip the rest. Docks with 
rod holders usually mean brush, so pay 
attention to your Garmin electronics.
 In a nutshell fall fishing can be 
great with the falling water levels you 
can learn a lot about a body of water 
you are fishing, and you pretty much 
have the lake to yourself. Get out there 
in your Nitro and have a great time 
on the water.  Be sure to wear your 
Rock Fish sun gloves, wear plenty 
of sunscreen and by all means please 
wear your life jacket as I haven’t met 
a person yet that drowned with a life 
vest on.
 May God Bless you and your 
family and good luck fish. If you need 
a new tow vehicle, please visit www.
hendrickcars.com. Be sure to make 
a point of thanking soldier or police 
personnel for their service.

VETERAN’S PUB & PIZZA
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 10AM

2525 NE ADAMS ST., PEORIA

309-713-3029

GREAT PIZZA EVERY DAY!
ASO APPROVED BEST PIZZA IN PEORIA!

$2 TACOS- TUESDAYS
$6 SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS- THURSDAYS

Jaxton Hadley with a nice bluegill caught in a central Illinois
farm pond. Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.



By Dan Vinovich

 I looked for a dog for a long time when 
I had heard about a trainer that had a young 
male who was already been in training. 
When you hear this from several dog 
people, he is usually something special. I 
did not have any time to spend with a puppy 
and, to tell you the truth, I did not want the 
chore of house breaking, etc. I have had a 
lot of good dogs, but being in my late 50’s, 
I wanted one Great Dog. Long story short, 
I purchased a 15-month-old started male 
retriever from DJ&K Kennels specifically 
from David James. 
 The process of securing the dog 
was time consuming, but after several 
conversations with David I secured a visit 
scheduled for a Saturday. I met David who 
was more than patient answering all of my 
amateur questions and telling me about his 
training facility and the young male I was 
about to meet. I was excited and a little 
afraid of taking back on the responsibility 
of another dog, but as we say, time rolls 
on and my days of chasing crimpled ducks 
in the flooded corn of Mallard Farms was 
getting old like me. The time had come, 
and the young male was released from 
David’s kennels.  I immediately saw that 
this dog was built like a Brick Sh.. House. 
His muscle mass and shape reminded me 
of a sprinter in the Olympics. 
 He was a perfect size, around 65 
pounds, and beautiful. Now I know dogs 
are like kids and everyone thinks their dog 
is the best looking on the block and going 
to be an NFL Quarterback, but this dog 
had everything. We put the dog through 
his paces. I watched as the dog worked 
with great desire making the retrieves and 
taking commands from the trainer. We 
worked him on several drills. He was not 
perfect as most young dogs are not, but his 
drive was unstoppable. I was able to spend 
a little time with the dog and right away we 
bonded. On the ride back home my friend, 

Jim, told me if I did not buy the dog, he 
was going to. 
 Now Jim is a dog man and has worked 
and trained with some of the best trainers 
in this part of the state. So, his words rang 
truth in my ears that evening as I prepared 
for bed.  I contacted David the next day and 
agreed to his asking price. I scheduled a 
Saturday off to pic the dog up. David made 
sure I had the day free so he could work 
with me and my new companion, Scar. He 
was adamant about training me as much 
as the dog. The Saturday came and found 
me wheeling my Tundra back south. Our 
meeting place was at David’s deer hunting 
cabin. We worked the dog a little and let 
David and his wife say their goodbyes to 
Scar. He was sad to see Scar leave as he 
treats his started dogs as family. I think 
there may even been a few tears shed by 
himself and his wife as we filled out the 
rest of the paperwork. 
 Fast forward a couple of months, 
Scar was indeed a stud. He adapted to 
the flooded corn and mallard hunting fast 
and was gaining the appreciation and a 
good reputation with our members and my 
hunting buddies. He made some mistakes 
and there were several long conversations 
with David on what and how to correct 
minor mistakes Scar was making as a 
young dog. Needless to say, Scar had 68 
retrieves his first season without a lost duck 
or goose with several of those retrieves 
being one could only express as impressive 
for such a young dog.
 Again, fast forward the summer 
was long and hot. My time is limited 
working two jobs. Training time was also 
limited with Scar. Even though we went 
everywhere together, there was not a lot of 
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Get your BEST deal from S&R Marine . . . Give Darin a Call Today!

815 E. 15th St., Beardstown, IL 62618 • (217) 323-2730
Sales@sr-marine.com • www.SR-Marine.com

THE FALL 
TUNE UP TALK DEER

PROCESSING
600 N. Ferne Clyffe Rd. • Goreville, IL • (618) 995-2754
Summer Sausage • Jalapeno & Cheese Summer Sausage  

Slim Jims: Mild or Bold (with or without Cheese) 
Polish Kielbasa with cheddar cheese • Breakfast Sausage 

Jerky • Bacon • Bologna • Dakota Brats
Italian Sausage • Pizza Brats • Johnny Brats
Boneless trimmings accepted up to Jan. 13th 

(Must be thawed & ready to use) 
A $20 deposit is required on all orders. Open 7 Days a Week  

Oct. 1-Jan., 8am-8pm “Hours change after Christmas.”  
We accept deer up to one day after final season

Closed 3 Major Holidays & Day After.  
Owners: Timothy A. & Tamie L. Klein 

talkdeer1@yahoo.com • www.talkdeer.com
(Now Accepting: VISA & MasterCard & Debit Cards $2.00 Credit Card processing Fee)

David James contact info.
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time to train. He had become my best friend 
helping me through one of the hardest parts 
of my life I had ever had to go through. He 
was heaven sent and I can only say it was 
fate that brought us together. 
 David and I had kept in close 
contact even becoming close friends. Our 
conversations about whitetail hunting took 
us on several occasions late into the night. 
On one such night, David suggested I bring 
Scar back down for a visit and a little more 
training in late summer, a tune up as he 
called it to ready Scar for the upcoming 
waterfowl season. 
 Again, I pointed the Tundra back south 
with Scar in the back seat. We arrived and 
was greeted by David and his wife. He was 
in the midst of working with a few more 
young dogs he needed to finish up before 
we worked with Scar. I watched as David 
worked each dog patiently, working them 
according to their demeanor and amount of 
training they had received. He said every 
dog is different and take to the drills in their 
own way, even though the end result is the 
same. He worked several in the garage and 
several advanced dogs outside. 
 The time had come for him to reconnect 
with Scar. I let him out of the truck and 
immediately he tried to get in David’s lap. 
He just smiled as the two got reacquainted. 
We set up several retrieves on David’s one-
of-a-kind training lakes. His lakes are set up 
to work young dogs and the most seasoned 
veterans. With remote launchers loaded, 
scar was put through the drills. I smiled 
and was relieved as he had not forgotten 
his training or the new stuff he had learned 
hunting real waterfowl. His performance 
did not only make me smile but David as 
well. David said he was where he needed to 
be and, after a few days of training review, 
he should be able to move forward with 
some more advanced training. 
 The fall tune up, as he calls it, is a 
chance to re-cement the dogs basic training 
as well as correct bad habits the dog or the 
owner (handler) may have picked up from 
the last season or from home life. The 
timeline varies from dog to dog, so there 
is no set time on how long he or she needs 

to stay with David. T.W Houk, his training 
partner, handles most of the dogs that are 
going to AKC and UKC retriever hunt test 
as well as training.  David works the magic 
with his dogs. David had a few ideas I 
picked up talking and watching him during 
the course of the day on Scars drop off. 
 #1 keep the dog in good physical 
condition.
 #2 keep the dog’s shots and scheduled 
vet visits up to date (he has a vet he uses 
and trusts, so if a set of shots etc. are 
scheduled during your dogs stay, he can 
have them done to keep them on schedule.
 #3 Write down and remember the 
things you are concerned about so you can 
confer them to the trainer, thus speeding 
up the tune up process. (Bad habits the dog 
may have picked up over the last season or 
things he needs to do better).
 #4 This one is the most important. 
Keep a few days free to go down and work 
your dog. David has told me more than 
once; the handler needs as much training 
as the Dog!!
 #5 Book your date in advance. These 
guys book up fast and can only take a 
limited number of dogs, so secure your 
dogs’ place well in advance.
 #6 Don’t be afraid to share difficulties 
you and your dog are having. Every 

Our Specialties
• Bait and Tackle
•  Proprietary Line of 

Lance Custom Baits
•  Full Selection of Beer 

and Liquor
• Contract-free Drive Thru

309-620-8752
Mon. – Sat. 5.30am – 7:00pm

Sunday 6:00am – 5:00pm

www.southsidebaitandtackleliquor.com

hunting scenario is different. Hunting 
areas are different. For instance, working 
flooded corn is different than hunting big 
open water blinds, as well as field pits. 
Share with the trainer how you plan on 
using your partner in crime.
 #7 Don’t be afraid to ask questions in 
dog training. There are no stupid questions. 
You and your dog are going to school, so 
treat it as such. Remember, these guys are 
trainers. Dogs, as people, learn at different 
speeds, some need more, some need less. 
Don’t expect by leaving your dog for a 
month that he will come back at field trial 
level. They are good and can correct many 
things or teach advanced retrieves, but this 
takes time. Watch and learn so you can 
re-enforce basic commands and continue 
their training on your own back home. 
 DJ&K Kennels and David James 
do a great Job and I would refer them to 
anyone. With true compassion for the dogs 
and matched with years of experience 
and advanced college degrees in animal 
science, he is hard to beat. His dogs speak 

for themselves! I truly believe he is in it more 
than just the money. He truly loves these dogs 
and what happens to them after they leave his 
facility.  He loves to see their progress and 
videos of their work in the field.
 I have left his contact information in 
this article. If you are looking for a started 
dog to buy or need your new pup trained 
for the field or obedience or advanced 
training for a trained dog, he can get the 
job done. He has done wonders with my 
dog Scar and I look forward to maintaining 
our friendship and The FALL TUNE UP 
for many years yet to come. He pulls no 
punches, so don’t be upset if he tells you 
what he thinks or his recommendations 
for your dog. I don’t think in all my years 
I have ever met a nicer man or a more 
truthful one. He is all about the dogs! He 
can be contacted at djkkennels@one-
eleven.net or by phone at (217) 273-4915. 
If you have any questions for me about him 
or his facilities, you can shoot me an e-mail 
at vinovichoutdoors@gmail.com .
 SEE ‘YA IN THE MARSH!

David and I working the Lab Scar. Scar going to work.

David refreshing before a hunt test.
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Call Toll Free: 888-465-6523
or 731-253-6523

www.lakereelfoot.net
boyettesresort@lakereelfoot.net

Like us on 
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On Beautiful Reelfoot Lake, TN
STAY FOR ONE DAY OR A MONTH!

We guarantee your stay to be 
relaxing & enjoyable! 

Come as a guest, leave as a friend!

FREE WiFi in all the Cabins!
Cottages with Kitchen

Phone • Cable TV • Pool 
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“QUAKE LAKE”

Crappie, Bass, Catfish, 
Bluegill, Ducks, Geese, 

Eagle Watching…
WE HAVE IT ALL!

HOME OF 8-TIME NATIONAL CRAPPIE 
CHAMPION RONNIE CAPPS!  

Watch his TV show, “Crappie Time” 
on the World Fishing Network.  

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENTGREENE FARM MANAGEMENT
SERVICE, INC.SERVICE, INC.

Greene Farm Management Service, Inc. is a privately 
owned corporation established in 1942.

A FULL SERVICE AGRICULTURE COMPANY OFFERING:
 • Professional farm management
 • Real estate brokerage
 • Full line insurance services
 • Livestock operations management
 • Certified appraisal services throughout the Midwest
 • Providing professional services with a personal touch!

Farming today requires more than just planting, harvesting & selling a crop 
to make a profit. Let the Greene Team help you maximize your profit.

GREENE FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICE, INC.
Ben Clary • Priscilla Koser • Dale Clary • Jim Erlandson • Jerry Huffman

213 SECOND ST. • BOX 400 • DUNLAP, IL 61525

309-243-1070 • WWW.GREENEFARM.COM

THE KEEPER OF MEMORIES
By Jerry Hughes

The R.C. Donaldson Memorial 
Museum of Reelfoot State Park
 A Native American woman 
glanced across the cooking fire to be 
sure her infant girl was still bundled 
securely with the tanned hides 
the babe’s father had successfully 
hunted and trapped in the lands 
surrounding their summer camp 
along the Mississippi River. He 
was gone on a fishing/hunting trip 
and should be back soon. She was 
grinding corn on a stone bowl, which 
was passed down from her mother, 
she let her mind drift backwards to 
when she was little and watched 
her mother as she prepared meals. 
Later, after frying the flour cakes, 
she and the other women of the 
camp would take advantage of the 
river’s clay banks by making bowls 
and cups that would be fired by the 
heat of the fire-pits. While mixing 
the ground corn in a clay pot, she 

gazed again at her infant wondering 
who would one day be the keeper of 
her memories. 
 The young boy was rubbing 
the new duck call hanging from his 
neck with numb fingers while trying 
to warm up against the duck blinds 
charcoal heater on Reelfoot Lake. 
He didn’t want to admit he was cold 
in front of the toughened faces of 
the hunters standing in the blind, 
but they somehow seemed to find a 
way for him to be near the heater. 
This was his first duck hunt and was 
almost exciting as being allowed to 
pick out his new duck call earlier 
that year. The call was given to 
him as a birthday gift, and he had 
spent the days since then practicing 
while awaiting the opening of 
duck season. Waterfowlers were 
numerous in the family and each 
one had their own favorite Reelfoot 
Lake metal reed call. Each would 

argue theirs sounded more “ducky” 
than the others. Names of Marsh, 
Cochran, Hatch, and Shaw were 
debated, sometimes heatedly, in the 
family blind. His father watching 
from the end of the blind, eyed his 

son standing beside the heater and 
pondered who would be the keeper 
of his memories.
 The father’s mind drifted as 
he, along with his two sons riding 
in the truck, turned down the 

RLSP Museum Native American
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2 Great Locations . . . 2 Great Locations . . . 
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of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!of Beautiful Reelfoot Lake!

Lakefront Cabins & Lodge 
Units all with Fully 
Equipped Kitchens!

Jon Boat Rentals

Bait & Tackle Shop

731.253.6581 • www.ReelfootLake.com

100 SPORTSMANS RESORT LANE, TIPTONVILLE, TN. 38079
sportsmansresort@reelfootlake.com

FISHING PACKAGE 
SPECIAL

$189.00 Per Person (plus tax)
Package includes: 

2-Days Fishing with Boat, Motor, Gas, Bait & Ice
2- Nights Lake Front Lodging

Per Person- Minimum of Two People Two Nights

Add Extra Nights or Days? Give Us a Call for a Price.
We will match any fishing package prices at 

Reelfoot Lake for the time of the month they are offered.

Check out all packages & prices on our website!
See fishing reports and specials at: 

facebook.com/reelfootlakesportsmansresort

driveway leading to the family lake 
house. It was the first time they 
had gone to the lake house since 
the passing of his father. This trip 
would be the first of several as the 
lake house was to be auctioned and 
the contents had to be cleared out. 
They would start with the workshop 
and sheds lying behind the house 
beside the lake’s shoreline. The 
boys stood awkwardly as he 
pushed open the heavy door of the 
shed allowing the morning light 
to illuminate their granddad’s 18 
foot wooden lake boat. As he stood 
beside his sons, he remembered 
the day he accompanied his dad to 
the Calhoun boat shop to pick the 
boat up. The sight of the boat, along 
with the smells of the sawdust, 
paint, and varnish hanging in the 
shop, were embedded deep within 
his memories. That day laid the 
foundation for many memories 
of fishing trips on Reelfoot Lake. 
Watching his father working the 
reverse oars making the boat slide 

effortlessly over the stump-filled 
waters. He watched the boys, as 
they climbed into the boat, and 
speculated who would be the 
keepers of their lake boat memories. 
 You will find the keepers of 
memories at the newly remodeled 
R. C. Donaldson Memorial Museum 
at Reelfoot Lake State Park. Park 
Director, Ranger Alisha Odell, 
and the park staff have worked 
to design, create, and build the 
renovated displays.  At the recent 
ribbon cutting, Odell commended 
Reelfoot Lake State Park employees 
for their exemplary workmanship.  
The displays preserve memories 
and artifacts of Reelfoot Lakes’s 
heritage.  With the completion of 
this project, the Reelfoot Lake State 
Park succeeded in providing a safe 
harbor for items containing the rich 
memories of the lake’s origins, 
hunting, fishing, and trapping 
legacy, lake area residents, and the 
numerous varieties of wildlife. 
 After the ribbon cutting, the 

attendees were allowed to enter 
the museum which was filled 
with new exhibits. These exhibits 
included, but not limited to, the 
formation of the lake, the early 
lake inhabitants, and many famous 
personalities and groups of the 
lake. Exhibits composed of the 
lake’s rich waterfowl history, with 
focus on guides, boat builders, and 
duck callers, were on display. One 
such exhibit reflected an excellent 
presentation of a Reelfoot Lake 
“Stump Jumper boat.” Another 
exhibit educates the public of one 
Reelfoot Lake hunter, Slingshot 
Charlie Taylor, who used a sling 
shot to harvest his game.
 In the center of the museum, 
an early era hunting cabin is 
displayed depicting items early lake 
sportsmen would use while staying 
on the lake. Several more planned 
exhibits will soon be completed 
displaying the fishing rods, lures, 
and other items spanning the history 
of the lake. These are but a few of 

the many exhibits that await the 
state parks visitors. Finally, visitors 
are also able to view images of the 
lake’s multiple wildlife inhabitants, 
and landscapes they live in, on a 
wall monitor.
 Individuals, or groups, 
interested in visiting the museum 
can arrive anytime during regular 
scheduled hours of operation of 
Reelfoot Lake State Park. Visit 
the Reelfoot Lake State Park 
website or Facebook page for more 
information and events.  Also, visit 
Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council’s 
website and Facebook page for 
information. When you visit the 
welcome center and museum, take 
a stroll on the boardwalk behind 
the welcome center.  You will see 
wildlife along the lake shoreline.  
Come visit the lake’s “Keeper of 
Memories” museum and make new 
memories of your own. Maybe 
someday these memories will be 
stored and shared with others.

REELFOOT LAKE TENNESSEEREELFOOT LAKE TENNESSEE
BOOK YOUR FALL FISHING DATES NOW!BOOK YOUR FALL FISHING DATES NOW!

RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR FALL/WINTER DUCK HUNTING!RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR FALL/WINTER DUCK HUNTING!
ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL SEPT. 30 - OCT. 2ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL SEPT. 30 - OCT. 2

PELICAN FESTIVAL OCT 21-23PELICAN FESTIVAL OCT 21-23
REELFOOT LAKE is in the Northwest Corner of TennesseeREELFOOT LAKE is in the Northwest Corner of Tennessee

 REELFOOT LAKE is one of the world’s greatest natural fish hatcheries,  REELFOOT LAKE is one of the world’s greatest natural fish hatcheries, 
making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. making it a favorite spot of America’s  Pro and recreational fisherman. 

Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, Created by the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-1812, the shallow, 
cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.cypress filled waters are ideal for bluegill, crappie, bass and catfish.

 Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers,  Our scenic lake appeals to fishermen, hunters, photographers, bikers, 
hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to hikers, kayakers, picnickers, campers, RVers and those who want to 

enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.enjoy a meal at one of our famous restaurants.

For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services For more information about Reelfoot Lake, resorts, guide services 
and accommodations, please visit our website at and accommodations, please visit our website at 

www.reelfoottourism.comwww.reelfoottourism.com or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide. or call 731-253-2007 for a Visitors Guide.
 Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council Reelfoot Lake Tourism Council

1605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 380791605 State Route 21 E., Tiptonville, TN 38079



 The News emanating from my big 
screen (actually a medium screen TV 
in todays’ world) reminded us Elvis 
Presley died this date forty-five years 
ago.  Yes – I could remember where I 
was and what was going on in my life 
at the time!  Some memories are better 
left in the recesses of the brain, mine 
were still vivid of this period long ago 
thanks to the newscaster’s resurrection! 
   The year was nineteen seventy-
seven, I was to turn twenty-one 
years old that November.  Tired of an 
existence with little money and lack 
of future potential, the decision was 
made to quit my college career having 
completed a little more than two and 
a half years during the three-year span 
since graduation from High School.  I 
was with a girl I intended to marry, 
the routine of summer and part-time 
employment coupled with college made 
for a tough reality, especially when my 
old Ford Bronco required about the 
same time on maintenance as travel 
time provided!   White Privilege had 
not been invented yet and the fear at the 
time was the earth would become an ice 
crystal due to dropping temperatures 
with our civilization in peril!  
   The prospect of making five dollars 
and fifty-three cents per hour working 
as a Maintenance of Way Employee on 
the Louisville & Nashville Railroad 
seemed quite agreeable after all my 
young life was that of a farm-boy, 
lumber-yard hand and construction 
laborer.  Hard Work had always been in 
my past and would probably consume 
my future as well.  The L&N Railroad 
was to a working man a good job!   
   After driving to the side-track 
rail site in Anton, Kentucky to meet 
the crew I had been assigned, my first 
interaction was with the foreman of the 
crew, P. E. Emberton (Phil to the Crew) 
- his coffee cup was steaming and the 
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personal service with the advantage 
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grade equipment and the highest 
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TALL TREES AND BLOWING 
GRASS
By: David Herschelman

Marlboro in his mouth contrasted with 
the weathered skin on a face topped by 
a white (all other wore yellow) Railroad 
Hard Hat with the red emblem of the 
company L&N embossed on the front. 
Where are you from asked the gruff 
foremen?  Evansville!  “I’ve never 
seen anyone worth a Fuxx (rhymes 
with Truck) come out of Evansville” 
exclaimed Phil!  Not exactly the 
welcome I was expecting!  Phil was 
in a sobering up period, a perpetual 
condition he exhibited throughout my 
time working with this gang!
   I was determined to prove him 
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wrong with my work ethic.  Just a few 
days thereafter, after arrival, we were 
instructed to load into our Truck for 
a different job site from the bridge 
we were working on in Nebo, Ky.  
The destination was to be the Gum 
Lick Bridge, they were installing new 
Ribbon Rail and needed all hands-on 
deck to drive spikes securing the rail to 
the bridge ties.  What is the Gum Lick 
bridge? I asked?  Phil informed in his 
usual manner, “When you step onto 
this bridge and look down – tall trees 
will look like grass blowing in the 
wind.”  this was to be my initiation to 
the heights experienced in the bridge 
gang Life!
   The foreman’s description was 

entirely accurate! The locomotive 
towed one of the new Ribbon Rails 
(continuous welded rail rather than 
sections bolted together rail) across the 
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Located on the West Edge of Metamora

bridge.  All the laboring men unloaded 
and carried railroad tie plates to the 
bridge and placed them in stacks on 
top of the ties for installation.  In the 
interim a fully loaded train appeared.  
The decision was made to allow 
this train to cross the bridge prior to 
disabling the current tracks rather than 
hold it awaiting a probably extremely 
long down time for rail conversion!  
As the train crossed at less than five 
miles per hour, the vibration caused 
the plates to fall from the bridge and 
hit the steel superstructure on their 
descent creating a symphony of metal 
clanging as she passed!
   Fast forward to the present, my 
brother Scott, a newly retired High 
School Auto Mechanics Instructor, 
and I decided to visit this bridge taking 
pictures with his drone and reviving 
old memories of my younger days.  
After some difficulty in locating the 
bridge near Crofton, Kentucky, we 
trudged down the tracks to the bridge 
site!  As we launched the drone, my 
brother exclaimed “say goodbye to the 
Drone” in a joking manner.  Seconds 
later his tone stiffened.  Dead Battery!  
How can that be?  No Matter – a drone 
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will return to their launch site after 
sensing a low battery.  This battery was 
so dead; however, the machine could 
not obey its objective and after a futile 
attempt to coax it back she lost altitude 
and crashed!   
   After a hike through the canyon, 
we located the drone and retrieved the 
wounded bird.  While in the valley, I 
retrieved one of the fallen plates from the 
valley floor as a memento of my past.  

   After a short career with the 
bridge gang, I resumed my college 
career having acquired maturity and 
a higher level of motivation from the 
experience.  I proved my worth to the 
foreman and will always look fondly 
at the times spent with the gang!  
The foreman eventually overcame 
alcoholism, and the drone was repaired 
through the ingenuity of my brother, a 
mechanical genius.  The money saved 
while working on this job paid my 

tuition once back in school, a painful 
set of transactions, but seeing men 
accomplish great feats with sheer 
determination and will still inspire my 
present attitude!  
   I am reminded of the quote from 
G Michael Hopf, “Hard times create 
strong men.  Strong Men create good 
times.  Good times create weak men. 
And weak men create hard times”.  This 
quote is never more applicable than in 
the Political environment today!
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RING OR RIB – IT STILL 
CATCHES FISH

 In the early 80’s Tom Yeater, then 
owner of Tom’s Bass Shop in Moline, IL 
(later owner of J-Mac Lures) introduced 
me to a 4-inch plastic worm simply called 
a Ribworm.  It was dynamite; especially 
the way Tom used it for flipping in the 
Mississippi River, with a dose of the old 
Fish Formula.
 Since that time, I’ve used similar 
products, some of which are called 
Ringworms, as is made by B-Fish-N 
Tackle.  Walt Matan and Bob Gillispie 
have had this soft plastic lure in their 
lineup for quite a few years, and it has 
been responsible for more catches than 
people realize.
 Through the years I have come to 
use it as my backup/standby when the 
fishing really gets tough.  The reason is 
because of the design.  The rings/ribs 
do several things, including producing 
noise, bubbles and flexibility, and 
providing an excellent area to hold 
scents, such as Kick‘N Bass.  The small 
sickle tail has action with the slightest of 
movement, which can be a plus, but at 
time can be an annoyance if the bluegills 
are attacking it and ripping it off.
 I have three basic ways to rig the 
worm.  The Texas rig is used with a 1/0 
to 2/0 Xpoint Xgap hook and whatever 
weight of sinker is needed for casting 
or flipping/pitching.  A good all-around 
rig is with a B-Fish-N Precision H20 
jig head, which helps if swimming or 
jigging the lure, or wherever you want 
an open hook.  Last is with a skirted jig, 
for which I’ll normally start with the 
Blitz Finesse Jig, but sometimes will 
go a little bigger with a ¼ or 3/8-ounce 
Blitz Spyder Jig, all of which is good for 
swimming or flipping/pitching.
 Techniques of flipping/pitching, 
jigging, hopping, swimming, vertical 
lift-and-fall, or whatever else can be 
used, will work.  In other words, it is a 
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great little all around worm.  No matter 
what technique is used be sure to allow 
the body’s flexibility and super tail 
action to work to the max.
 Scent was mentioned, and it should 
always be used, especially with the 
Ringworm.  The rings are superb scent 
holders, and it doesn’t take much to 
cover a worm quickly.  I’ve noticed that 
the scent remains with the worm after 
many casts, but if fishing weeds, or after 
every missed strike or caught fish make 
sure to reapply the product.  My favorite 
is Kick’N Bass Java, but the Crawfish 
and Anise Shad are also good choices.  
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Another one that I’ve heard of anglers 
using is a saltwater scent – Shrimp, 
which has also been excellent at times 
for ice anglers.
 Ringworms are available in so many 
colors that it would take a barn of a tackle 
box to carry them all.  In my case I can 
get by with just a few, but surprisingly 
some of these are different than the colors 
I use in my Natural Forage Baits Ribbon 
Tail Worms. For the Ringworm my most 
used colors are black/white tail, black/
chartreuse tail, pumpkinseed/orange tail 
(a Tom Yeater favorite), electric blue/

white tail, black/blue tail, and electric 
grape/pearl blue tail.  The two most used 
are black/white tail and electric blue/
white tail. For comparison, my colors 
for the NFB Ribbon Tail are black/blue 
fleck, June bug and green pumpkin. 
So, you can see by the contrasting tail 
colors that this is an important factor in 
attraction with the little Ringworm.
 Whether you call it a ring or rib 
worm, it is still a great little piece of fish 
catching plastic.
 Until next time, get out on the water 
and enjoy a great day of fishing.

Five favorite colors for B-Fish-N Tackle Ring-
worms (pumpkin/orange tail; June Bug; 

black/chartreuse tail; black-red fleck/pearl 
white tail; and electric blue/pearl white 

tail), and some of the favorite rigging items 
for the 4-inch worm (Blitz Spyder Finesse 
Jig; 1/0 Xpoint Xgap Hook; and 3/16 oz 

B-Fish-N Precision H20 jig head).

On one of those tough days of fishing, 
flipping/pitching along a shore with heavy 

brush cover, using a Texas rig with a 2/0 
Xpoint Xgap hook and 4-inch, black/white 
tail, B-Fish-N Ringworm with Kick’N Bass 
attractant, helped catch this and several 

other bass.
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UPDATED RUSS BAILEY SIGNATURE SERIES
A fixture in the crappie market for 2 decades,
Russ is now host of the popular Brushpile 
Fishing TV show, the highest rated crappie
show.  This rod is made of high-modulus, 
secret recipe graphite (sensitive and strong),
and has great rod aesthetics.  Spinning guides

on both lengths allows fishermen to cast this rod.  This rod feature stainless steel
guides, line-depth markers placed in 1-ft increments and also features a 
100% Portuguese cork handle.

ITEM          LGTH      PC    GUIDES
CWRB82      8   ’          2       6+Tip
CWRB102 10.5   ’        2       8+Tip
Type Of Guides: Ceramic Insert

ALL NEW TREE THUMPER
A blend of our lightest and strongest poles

Our all-new  Tree Thumper weighs 
almost exactly the same as our 
popular BBULBS series, but designed
with enough strength to pull crappie
out of tree tops.  This is basically a

cross between our BBULBS and BRUX series.  Made of a secret recipe of hi-modulus
graphite.  This rod features ceramic inserts, a bottom reel seat, and a 
contoured handle made of 100% Portuguese cork.

ITEM            LGTH. PC.     GUIDES
THUMP102        10’ 2           7+TIP
THUMP112        11’ 2           7+TIP

SPRING IS
THE TIME FOR ALL THINGS NEW.
LET’S START WITH YOUR 
CRAPPIE GEAR.

TM
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Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.

stickers on the back pulling a boat just 
like yours. Happy, Happy, Happy”. 
We were busted and I proceeded to try 
and deny it was us, but my goose was 
cooked. Either way we ended up with 
a good laugh. Another one of Andy’s 
misadventures. 
 The fishing has always been great 
but we have missed the last couple of 
years so I wasn’t sure how it would 
be. The first day we found out. It was 
as tough of fishing as I have ever seen 
up there. We were used to catching 
fish every day and at least 30 – 50 a 
day but this year it was hard to get a 
½ dozen in the boat. It seemed like we 
would catch a fish about once an hour. 
Since the crappie fishing wasn’t great, 
we tried fishing for bass and northern. 
We caught a few largemouth, 
smallmouths and northern but nothing 
to write home about. We enjoyed our 
days on the lake, as we always do. We 
just didn’t catch as many fish as we 
would like. 
 After several days of trying my 
buddy and his crew decided to head 
20 miles or so north to this small lake 

they had heard about. They went on 
Thursday afternoon and caught 17 
really nice crappie. Most were over 
12” which is pretty dang big for 
Wisconsin. 
 Since they had such a good 
afternoon on Thursday, we decided to 
pull our boat out and head there for 
our final day of the trip. We arrived 
shortly after daybreak, and it wasn’t 
much more than 15 minutes, and 
our first fish was in the boat. After a 
couple of hours, we had our limit and 
headed back to the cleaning station. 
We didn’t keep anything smaller than 
10” that day so we had a nice amount 
of fillets to head home with. 
 One thing this trip taught me is if 
the fish aren’t biting on the lake or just 
aren’t there don’t be afraid to boat out 
of that lake and try some others in the 
area. Lord knows in Wisconsin you 
don’t have to go far to find another 
body of water. One thing you must 
do in Wisconsin is if you’re going to 
different lakes you must clean your 
boat and trailer so you don’t transport 
unwanted flora into another lake. 
 We had a great trip and our first 
without kids. I will say it was a little 

different. We did what we wanted 
when we wanted. We didn’t have to 
worry about getting kids fed or making 
sure they were enjoying the vacation 
as well. It was a great relaxing week 
and I look forward to many more with 

my beautiful wife. I love my kids 
and miss them dearly, but I also look 
forward to the next chapter of lives 
and what adventures it will bring.
 Until next month. May your 
sunrises and sunsets be magical!

Rod Jump with a couple of nice bass caught on 
Canton Lake July 20th. The fish weighed 5.4lbs. and 3.2lbs.
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MERCER YOUR 
NORTHWOODS 
DESTINATION
 Looking for a small, charming 
town that has everything you are 
looking for, well look no further 
than Mercer, Wisconsin. In North 
Central Wisconsin, you will find 
yourself driving through a town 
surrounded by luscious lakes and 
majestic wildlife. Mercer is a great 
getaway destination up in the 
Northwoods.
 Mercer has a landmark to 
show how loony we are, her name 
is Claire d’ Loon, who is a 16” 
giant Loon statue. Claire is the 
third largest loon statue in the 
world. When in Mercer you will 
have to take some photos and play 
Claire’s Voice box, which goes 
over her history and all the loon 

calls. Mercer is known for being 
the Loon Capital of the World, 
by holding the highest population 
of paired loons. There is nothing 
more relaxing that sitting around 
a campfire listening to the Loon 
Calls from across the lake.
Most important Mercer, Wisconsin 
is the Home of the Turtle Flambeau 
Flowage a large body of water 
that is over 14,000 acres. This is 
a perfect place to go boating for 
the day or find that special fishing 
spot to catch the big one that will 
make your vacation. A bonus to 
the Flowage is that many of our 
resorts, bars and restaurants are 
located along the Flowage to 
provide access or get off the water 

for a bite to eat.  The Mercer area 
has 214 lakes besides the Flowage, 
so there is plenty of water to fish 
at any capacity. This is a location 
to bring the family to play, swim, 
fish, and boat around the lakes and 
flowage for that fun day in the sun. 
 The Heart of Vilas County Bike 
Trail System has crossed over into 
Iron County and connected its way 
into Mercer. This trail system is 
over 52 miles along going through 
five communities. This is a great 
way to travel through town to see 
all the local shops and businesses 
and see the natural beauty this 
region has to offer.
There are over 100 miles of ATV/
UTV trails in the Mercer area. 
Mercer’s trails connect with other 
Iron County trails to form the 
largest All-Terrain Vehicle trail 
system in Wisconsin, with over 
250 miles of adventurous trails.
 Over 250 miles of groomed 
snowmobile trails in southern Iron 
County offer a variety of riding 

experiences. From former railroad 
grade, to heavily forested land, to 
the wide-open spaces of marked 
trails across the Turtle Flambeau 
Flowage, riders understand why 
Iron County is the Snow Capital 
of Wisconsin. Mercer’s trails are 
part of the 500+ miles of the Iron 
County Trail System. Riders may 
head north, all the way up into 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula as 
well as east and west to adjoining 
counties. There is always 
something new around the bend.
 Mercer, Wisconsin is the 
perfect getaway destination with 
plenty of recreational opportunities 
to keep you and the whole family 
entertained. The Loons are calling 
your name and hope to see you in 
Mercer soon. 
 For information about the 
Mercer Area, contact info@
mercercc.com or 715.476.2389. 
Visit mercercc.com.



This report represents some events the 
OLE handled over the weeks of 
Jan. 16 - Feb. 15, 2022; however, 

it does not include all actions taken by 
the Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northeast Zone / District 2 – ACTING Sgt. 
Keith Siedsma (CPO Davis, CPO Doescher, 
CPO Fehrenbacher, CPO Iaffaldano, 
CPO Kelley, CPO Reid, CPO Semenik, 
CPO Siedsma, CPO Tepovich, CPO Van 
Wiltenburg, CPO Winters) (Counties: Kane, 
Lake, McHenry) 
KANE COUNTY 
CPO Iaffaldano and Ohio DNR Officers are 
investigating a mutual violator for unlawfully 
selling native reptiles in both states. 
CPO Iaffaldano received a complaint involving 
non-resident hunting without proper licenses 
and permits. After interviewing the hunter, he 
was written 2 citations and 2 written warnings 
for license/permit violations, failure to tag deer 
immediately upon kill, and unlawful take of deer. 
LAKE COUNTY 

CPOs Davis, Kelley, and Winters conducted a 
snowmobile enforcement detail via department 
snowmobiles on the Chain O’ Lakes. Five 
citations and five written warnings were issued 
for violations including registration and proof of 
insurance. The officers also made an appearance 
at the Pistakee Lake snowmobile radar run to 
speak to the spectators and answer questions. 
CPO Fehrenbacher cited a Round Lake Beach, IL 
resident for the illegal possession and sale of live 
injurious species, zebra mussels. Live injurious 
species can not be possessed, propagated, bought, 
sold, or bartered without special authorization 
from the IDNR because of the extensive damage 
they cause to the environment. The Illinois 
Conservation Police - Invasive Species Unit 
specializes in investigating these types of crimes 
and was contacted after a concerned citizen 
noticed a Craigslist advertisement offering to 
sell aquarium rocks with live zebra mussels. 
CPO Fehrenbacher investigated the complaint 
and acting as a potential buyer, ultimately met 
with and purchased the items from the seller. 
Conservation Police Officer Nick Reid arrived 
after the transaction occurred, arrested the seller, 
and seized the zebra mussels as evidence. 
Northeast Zone / District 3 - Sgt. David 
Wollgast (CPO M. Anderson, CPO Bergland, 
CPO Elliot, CPO Farber, CPO Honiotes, CPO 
Prasun, CPO Thompson) (Counties: Grundy, 
Kankakee, Kendall, Will) 
WILL COUNTY 
CPO Prasun received a complaint in reference 
to a subject goose hunting without permission. 
After a brief investigation, CPO Prasun was 
able to locate the offender and issue him a 
citation for Hunting Without Permission. 
After receiving a deer hunting complaint, CPO 

Prasun conducted an investigation into the 
incident. It was determined the hunter shot a deer 
on private property which he had permission to 
hunt on. The deer ran onto an adjacent property 
where the hunter did not have permission to 
remove the deer. The hunter subsequently 
recovered the deer. He was issued a written 
warning for Hunting Without Permission and 
Failure to Check in the Deer by 10:00 P.M. on 
the Day of Harvest. 
After CPO Prasun & CPO Thompson made 
contact with two deer hunters, it was determined 
they had harvested deer without having deer 
permits. They were subsequently issued citations 
for Unlawfully Hunting Whitetail Deer Without 
a Valid Deer Permit. They were also issued 
written warnings for Failure to Tag Whitetail 
Deer Immediately Upon Harvest. 
Northwest Zone / District 1 – Sgt. Steven 
Beltran (CPO Hoftender, CPO Peecher, 
CPO Posateri, CPO Priest, CPO Meinders, 
CPO Zigler) (Counties: Carroll, Henry, 
JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, 
Stephenson, Whiteside) 
HENRY COUNTY 
CPO Posateri responded to a call for an injured 
Bald Eagle along Interstate 74. It was found 
deceased and relayed directly to the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service as federally required. 
The eagle will then be forwarded to the 
national repository for proper disposal with the 
appropriate Native American guidelines. It is 
both a state and federal violation to possess any 
parts, including feathers or talons, of any Bald 
Eagle. If you locate an eagle (dead or injured) 
please do not touch it and immediately notify 
your local Conservation Police Officer. 
CPO Posateri has received several requests 

for Salvage Deer Tags. REMINDER … Any 
individual finding a dead or crippled deer, 
other than those killed/injured in a vehicle/
deer collision or legally harvested by hunting 
methods, may not transport said deer parts until 
permission is obtained from a Conservation 
Police Officer. Permission will be granted if 
it is determined that the person requesting 
possession did not illegally kill or injure the 
deer. When retained, the head/antler and hide 
shall be properly tagged with an irremovable 
tag obtained from a Conservation Police 
Officer. The salvage tag shall remain attached 
to the deer until its parts are consumed or no 
longer possessed by any person. 
MERCER COUNTY 
Captain Petreikis and CPO Posateri patrolled 
Mercer County during firearm deer season. 
After legal shooting hours, flashlights were 
observed in the timber. A short time later, a 
truck was observed driving through the field. 
Officers approached the hunters and identified 
themselves as Game Wardens. A field-dressed 
deer was on the ground without a tag and was 
about to be loaded in the bed of the truck. One 
hunter claimed the deer but said he didn’t put 
the tag on it yet because he didn’t want to get 
it all bloody or lose it dragging it out of the 
field. The guns were unloaded and a check for 
a plug revealed an unplugged shotgun capable 
of holding 5 slugs. Citations were issued for the 
untagged deer and the unplugged shotgun. The 
deer was then tagged and released to the hunter. 
OGLE COUNTY 
CPO Engledow issued multiple WWs to an 
individual for parental responsibility involving a 
juvenile who Unlawfully Took a Whitetail Buck 
Deer (fawn) during the archery deer season w/o a 

September 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  51

WWW.LUMENOK.COM



CPO Reports . . . continued
hunting license or any archery deer permits. 
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 
CPO Priest investigated an elderly woman 
for killing a deer last shotgun season without 
a hunting license or habitat stamp. CPO Priest 
met with the women and explained he was 
surveying the biologist and asked if he could 
come inside. The woman invited CPO Priest 
inside. CPO Priest asked if she had any luck 
this year. She said she was able to shoot a doe. 
CPO Priest asked if that’s all she shot. She said 
it was. She reported a harvest of a 5-point buck 
and doe. CPO Priest asked her husband if he 
had any luck last season. He said he killed a 
5-point buck and a 4-point buck during shotgun 
season. He only reported a 4-point buck and 
only had one either sex shotgun permit. CPO 
Priest asked her if there was a reason her 
harvest records show the 5-point buck if she 
did not kill it. Her husband answered and said 
he killed both of them and used one of her 
tags. The wife received a citation for hunting 
without a hunting license and 5 warnings. The 
husband received a citation for an Unlawful 
take of whitetail deer and 2 warnings. 
CPO Priest investigated a landowner for permit 
violations. The landowner permit application 
listed the father and both sons living at home. 
A quick check through LEADS showed that 
one son was a non-resident and the other 
moved 2 years prior. Both were still obtaining 
landowner permits. The son that is a non-
resident received a citation for Falsification of 
Landowner permits. The other son received a 
citation for Falsification of Landowner Permits 
and Unlawful take of whitetail deer. He also 

received 2 warnings for Unlawful Possession of 
whitetail deer and No valid permit. A 10-point 
buck was seized from a taxidermist in Iowa for 
the violations. 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
CPO Roesch cited a Freeport man for unlawful 
take of whitetail deer. CPO Roesch issued 2 
warnings for deer hunting without a permit and 
for failure to immediately tag deer. CPO Roesch 
seized the 10-point buck antlers as evidence. 
WHITESIDE COUNTY 
Whiteside county deputies were called to Como 
Lake to report individuals being dropped off 
carrying garbage bags. The individuals were 
located on the lake ice fishing. The deputies 
contacted CPO Zigler with the information on 
who was fishing and where they were located. 
CPO Zigler issued one of the fishermen a 
citation for no valid sport-fishing license. 
Northwest Zone / District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 
(CPO Alvarez-Gerbino, CPO Engledow, 
CPO Kaufman, CPO Leannah, CPO 
Martin, CPO Murry, CPO Pankey, CPO 
Roesch, CPO Stanbary, CPO Swanson, CPO 
Wagner) (Counties: Boone, Bureau, DeKalb, 
LaSalle, Putnam, Winnebago) 
BUREAU COUNTY 
After an investigation into a stolen camera from 
a rural Bureau County, property two men will 
be charged in connection with the theft. Both 
men are being charged with Criminal trespass 
to real property and theft. The court date is 
pending in Bureau County Court. 
PUTNAM COUNTY 
CPO Stanbary cited an individual in Putnam 
County who was found in possession of shotgun 
shells and was the occupant of a goose pit with 
a revoked FOID card. The man denied that he 

was hunting but was unable to explain why he 
was in possession of shells when his FOID had 
been revoked for years. 
Northwest Zone / District 7, Sgt. Scott Avery 
(CPO Elliot, CPO Finn, CPO Gerard, CPO 
Lazzell, CPO Thompson) (Counties: Fulton, 
Henderson, Knox, Marshall, McDonough, 
Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, Warren, Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson assisted Fulton County SO with 
a timber theft complaint in rural Fulton County. 
The sheriff’s office identified the suspect and 
felony theft charges are pending. Additional 
IDNR charges are pending investigation. 
CPO Gerard cited an individual for hunting 
without a valid muzzleloader permit, hunting 
without blaze orange clothing, hunting deer over 
a baited area, and falsifying a deer harvest report. 
MARSHALL COUNTY 
CPO Gerard cited two individuals for 
unlawfully hunting on the property without 
permission of the landowner. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO Finn received a disposition from Tazewell 
County on a deer hunting case. The hunter 
was charged with four violations and his bow, 
arrows, and case were seized. The hunter ended 
up being found guilty on two of the four charges, 
was fined several hundred dollars and the bow, 
arrows, and case were all forfeited to the state. 
This was the hunter’s third offense for hunting 
without permission in 4 years. 
Central Zone / District 9, Sgt. Eric Myers 
(CPO Blakeley, CPO Blazinic, CPO Goetten, 
CPO Gushleff, CPO Jansen, CPO Olroyd 
& CPO Wheatley) (Counties: Adams, 
Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, Jersey, 
Macoupin, Pike, & Schuyler) 
CALHOUN COUNTY 
CPO Michael Goetten and an intern conducted 
surveillance on a waterfowl blind. Upon 

making contact with the four hunters, each 
was found to have unplugged and fully loaded 
shotguns. One did not have a license or the 
required waterfowl stamps. 
GREENE COUNTY 
CPO Michael Goetten observed vehicle lights 
illuminating a field. The driver was stopped 
and admitted to looking for deer. Several other 
offenses were discovered. The driver was cited 
and released. 
MACOUPIN COUNTY 
CPO Gushleff conducted 2 deer permit 
investigations in Macoupin County. Both 
individuals involved in the investigations 
were cited for using deer permits in violation 
of the Wildlife Code. One of the subjects was 
an inexperienced hunter who did not purchase 
a hunting license and habitat stamp. He also 
did not purchase a deer permit until after he 
harvested a deer. The other subject purchased 
a deer permit after he harvested a deer. The 
proper citations were issued to the subjects. 
Central Zone / District 10, Sgt. William 
Gilmer (CPO Filipiak, CPO Gerdes, 
CPO McClenning, CPO Snodgrass, CPO 
Thornley, CPO Wahlbrink, CPO Wright) 
(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon, & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
While patrolling Jim Edgar Panther Creek 
SFWA, CPO Wahlbrink observed several 
people ice fishing on Drake Lake. Fishing 
compliance checks revealed one of the 
individuals had more than the daily limit 
of bluegill/sunfish in his possession. The 
individual was cited for the offense. 
CHRISTIAN COUNTY 
CPO Gerdes and CPO Wright conducted an 
investigation into the theft of a deer stand from 
Sangchris Lake State Park. After a diligent 
investigation, and with the help of the Kincade 
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Police Department, the suspect was identified 
via trail camera pictures. The man later admitted 
to the theft and was charged accordingly. 
SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Wahlbrink investigated a complaint of 
two individuals hunting for deer sheds and 
shooting on a property without the permission 
of the landowner/lessee. The individuals were 
identified, and the case is ongoing. 
Central Zone / District 11, Sgt. Dan Greuel 
(CPO Barnes, CPO Hyatt, CPO Mieure, 
CPO Miller, & CPO Moody, CPO Viverito) 
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, Shelby) 
COLES COUNTY 
CPO Mieure issued a Pennslyvania man a 
written warning for failure to wear blaze orange 
during late winter A/O firearm season. 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CPO’s Mieure and Viverito issued some Florida 
hunters multiple written warnings while goose 
hunting Lake Mattoon for no federal waterfowl 
stamps, no state waterfowl stamps, and no 
harvest information program registration. 
CPO Hyatt assisted Cumberland County 
Sheriffs Department on a call involving 
a resident missing livestock and found 
unidentified tracks on the property. 
DOUGLAS COUNTY 
CPO Miller issued a deer hunter a written 
warning for no hunting license and a written 
warning for no habitat stamp. 
CPO Miller issued a citation with a mandatory 
court appearance for unlawful take of a 
whitetail deer. 
EDGAR COUNTY 
CPO Miller issued one person a notice to appear 

in court for cutting and stealing timber from an 
adjacent landowner. 
SHELBY COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt conducted a deer investigation from 
this past season and discovered an individual 
who killed a buck without a valid permit in 
November. The hunter was cited for harvesting 
a deer without a valid permit and his buck was 
seized. 
Central Zone / District 19, ACTING Sgt. Matt 
Graden (CPO Ausmus, CPO Graden, CPO 
Reeves, CPO Sanford, CPO Z. Williams, 
& CPO Workman) (Counties: Champaign, 
DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, 
McLean, Piatt, Vermilion,) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Ausmus conducted sport fishing 
enforcement at Clinton Lake Spillway. CPO 
Ausmus observed two anglers using weighted 
snag hooks below the spillway. The anglers 
were found in possession of several big head 
carp, crappie, a paddlefish, and other rough fish. 
The Chicago men were cited for snagging in 
waters closed to snagging and one received an 
additional citation for having short crappie. The 
fish were seized and donated to a local wildlife 
rehabilitator. 
FORD COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams met with a person suspected 
of hunting without permission near Clinton 
Lake property. After a brief interview and 
complaint from a landowner, CPO Z. Williams 
issued the person a citation for hunting without 
permission. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Workman arrested 2 subjects for multiple 
wildlife violations related to hunting whitetail 

deer. CPO Workman interviewed the two 
subjects and admitted to one of the subjects 
shooting multiple deer and having the other use 
his tags on the deer. Both subjects were issued 
multiple tickets and written warnings.
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Sanford conducted an investigation 
regarding violations that occurred during the first 
firearm deer season. The violations took place 
on public land in Hardin County. CPO Sanford 
made contact with the suspect, who had shot a 
doe on opening day. In order to preserve their 
either-sex firearm deer permit, the individual 
purchased an antlerless-only permit after the 
harvest. That permit was then utilized to tag 
and report the doe. The individual was issued 
a citation for the violation. The individual also 
received written warnings for other violations of 
the IL Wildlife Code. 
Southern Zone / District 13, ACTING Sgt. 
Matthew Lentz (CPO Binsbacher, CPO 
Charles, CPO French, CPO Gerdes, CPO 
Lentz, CPO Leibl, CPO Macias, CPO 
Ray, CPO Schachner, CPO Sievers, CPO 
Waigand, CPO Wichern) (Counties: Bond, 

Clinton, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, 
Randolph, St. Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias was patrolling and found three 
men fishing at the spillway area of Carlyle 
Lake. The men were using snag poles to foul 
hook carp. When contacted the men did not 
speak very good English and via hand signals 
and visual references were told what they were 
doing was illegal. One received a citation and 
the other two received written warnings. 
MONROE COUNTY 
CPO Schachner was working late-winter 
antlerless-only season when he observed a deer 
hanging in a garage. The homeowner was in the 
driveway and CPO Schachner congratulated 
him on his deer. The man was very dismissive 
of it and did not want to talk about it. A quick 
inspection revealed the untagged deer was 
illegally killed with a muzzleloader (the subject 
did not have any firearm permits) and the 
harvest was recorded as an archery kill. The 
poacher also illegally possessed a second deer, 
an untagged trophy quality buck which was 
killed sometime prior to that day under very 
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suspect circumstances. The poacher received 
3 citations with a mandatory court appearance 
and Civil Penalties on the illegal deer. He also 
received several verbal warnings. 
CPO Binsbacher, CPO Schachner, and CPO 
Waigand were investigating a poached deer 
when they developed evidence of another 
deer that was likely killed illegally. Diligent 
investigation/searching and foot patrol in 
a remote area proved their suspicions were 
accurate. A subject was cited for illegally 
shooting an extremely large trophy buck with 
a shotgun during the first late-winter antlerless-
only season. The poacher also placed a large 
amount of bait and he attempted to make the 
trophy buck-kill appear as an archery harvest 
and he falsely recorded it as such. In addition, 
the subject illegally killed another quality 
buck with the aid of bait approximately 3 
weeks earlier. The poacher received multiple 
warnings and five citations with a mandatory 
court appearance and Civil Penalties on the 
deer. Both deer were seized and the meat was 
donated to charity. 
CPO Schachner cited a subject for unlawfully 
killing an antlered buck with a shotgun during 
the antlerless-only season. The subject cut the 
antlers off and used a variety of methods and 
materials in a failed attempt to make the cut-off 
antlers look natural. The subject also falsified 
the harvest record in a further attempt to conceal 
the buck harvest. This particular subject has 
a history of killing/possessing deer illegally. 
He received citations with a mandatory court 

appearance and Civil Penalties on the deer. 
RANDOLPH COUNTY 
CPO Wichern cited an archery deer hunter for 
failing to tag his deer immediately after harvest. 
CPO Schachner visited a known violator while 
in the course of investigating a poached deer. 
The subject appeared to be clear of the deer 
poaching incident, however, CPO Schachner 
discovered the subject possessed ginseng 
illegally. In addition, many of the plants were 
very immature (unable to produce seed) and 
illegal to harvest. The illegal ginseng was 
seized and the subject received two citations 
and a mandatory court appearance. 
CPO Schachner has been investigating an 
ongoing trespass/dumping/damage complaint 
that originated from hunting without permission 
complaint. A subject was cited in the fall of 
2020 for numerous hunting violations as well 
as hunting without permission. The subject is a 
convicted felon and has a nearly 20-year history 
of trespassing on the neighbor’s property. He 
threatened the landowners and began claiming 
a portion of their property as his own. CPO 
Schachner assisted the elderly landowners in 
finding survey pins on the area in question. The 
pins proved the landowner was correct and CPO 
Schachner spoke with the felon at length and 
warned him regarding trespass. Several months 
later it was discovered the felon intentionally 
damaged a ‘no trespass’ sign and two recently 
placed corner fenceposts and was clearing trees 
on another portion of the property. He was cited 
for criminal trespass and criminal damage with 
a mandatory court appearance. 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY 

CPO Schachner and CPO Waigand each 
received separate complaints regarding trash 
and illegal tent/camping in Kaskaskia State 
Fish and Wildlife Area. After several searches, 
they located the unoccupied illegal camp. 
They returned two days later and it was still 
unoccupied, although someone appeared to be 
visiting it periodically. With the help of CPO 
Trainee Mills, they picked up and removed five 
bags of trash, drug contraband, multiple tents, and 
a variety of gear. A seizure tag with appropriate 
contact information was left on-scene. 
CPO Ray received a theft complaint and 
hunting without permission from a local 
hunter. The complainant received a cellular 
trail camera picture of a person in camouflage 
carrying his deer stands and climbing sticks. 
The complainant walked out to the property 
and observed the subject hunting with a 
compound bow. The complainant confirmed 
the theft of two locks on deer stands, 2 cellular 
trail cameras, rattling antlers, and a set of 
climbing sticks. CPO Ray surprised the subject 
that night as he sneaked back to his residence. 
The snow-covered field and the ambient 
moonlight assisted with identifying a shadow 
carrying a compound bow and rucksack. The 
subject was in possession of one stolen trail 
camera, which he found on the property he 
was hunting without permission. CPO Ray and 
CPO Schachner received multiple complaints 
on this subject of hunting without permission 
over the past several weeks. CPO Ray spoke 
with the subject over the next couple of days, 
receiving the second stolen trail camera and 
the location of the stolen hunting equipment. 

CPO Ray, CPO Schachner, and CPOT Mills 
located the stolen items covered with a 
camouflage tarp, limbs, and leaves. CPO Ray 
arrested the subject for theft and multiple 
citations for hunting without permission. The 
subject’s compound bow was seized. 
Southern Zone / District 14, Sgt. Marc 
Folden (CPO Jourdan, CPO Knop, CPO 
Lewis, CPO Schoenhoff, CPO Tapley, CPO 
K. Williams & CPO T. Williams) (Counties: 
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jefferson, Perry, Saline, & White) 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Williams investigated a complaint of 
a deer hunter cleaning and dumping a deer 
carcass on private property. The hunter was 
located and cited for the violation. 
CPO Jourdan investigated a complaint of 
unlawful take of Doves during the closed 
season. It was discovered 4 males killed 25 
Doves. The subjects admitted to killing the 
Doves and turned over the meat as evidence. 
The case is being referred to the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service for prosecution. 
PERRY COUNTY 
CPO Lewis investigated a dumping complaint 
in Perry County. Someone had disposed of 
snow goose carcasses in a creek. CPO Lewis 
located the hunter and issued him a citation for 
the pollution of the waterway. 
SALINE COUNTY 
CPO Williams investigated a burglary at the 
Saline County Conservation Area. A storage 
building was broken in to and the catalytic 
converters cut off a State-owned truck. Also 
stolen was a 2004 John Deere Gator. Anyone 
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with information on the subject(s) involved 
in the burglary is encouraged to contact 
Conservation Police. 
Southern Zone / District 15, Sgt. Timothy 
Buhnerkempe (CPO Hyatt, CPO Roper, 
CPO Roundcount, CPO Skelton, CPO Smith, 
CPO Swindle, CPO Taylor & CPO Willand) 
(Counties: Clay, Crawford, Edwards, 
Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Lawrence, 
Marion, Richland, Wabash, & Wayne) 
EFFINGHAM COUNTY 
CPO Hyatt conducted a deer investigation from 
this past season and discovered an individual 
who killed a buck without a valid permit in 
November. The hunter was cited for harvesting 
a deer without a valid permit and his buck was 
seized. He was also issued two warnings for no 
valid hunting license and no valid habitat stamp. 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
CPO Smith received information of possible 
whitetail deer violations at a rural residence in 
Fayette County. Upon arrival to the residence, 
CPO Smith observed a doe deer carcass laying 
near the dwelling, and another nearby. CPO 
Smith knocked on the door to the residence but 
could not raise anyone. CPO Smith found three 
more deer heads; 10 point, 9 point, and 8 point 
bucks laying near the dwelling. CPO Smith 
also found two raccoon carcasses. CPO Smith 
suspected the two doe deer to be roadkill but 
had no way of determining until he spoke to the 
person who lived at the residence. CPO Smith 
also found in plain view two dead dogs, a dead 
hog, and several dead rabbits. CPO Smith took 
photo evidence of the dead animals, and also 
EPA/Fayette County Health Dept related issues. 
After some time had expired, the person who 
lived there arrived at the residence. CPO Smith 
spoke with the person. The person claimed the 
deer was roadkill. CPO Smith explained to him 
that they have to be reported within 24 hours 
of claiming. The person did not report the deer, 
nor did he have an Illinois ID. CPO Smith 
cited the person with 2.24 and is requesting 
animal cruelty charges be filed with the Fayette 
County SA. EPA and Fayette County Health 
Dept were notified of the violations relating to 
their respected areas of responsibility. The three 
buck heads were seized at the scene. 
JASPER COUNTY 
CPO Willand performed multiple boat safety 
inspections as well as fishing compliance 
checks at Newton Lake. CPO Willand observed 
a boat pull into the dock at the lake well after 
sunset with no required navigation lights. CPO 
Willand made contact with the two fishermen. 
While performing the safety inspections, it 
was found the vessel did not have the required 
amount of personal flotation devices on board as 
well as no valid registration. The operator was 
issued one citation and two written warnings 
for the various violations. 
CPO Hyatt conducted deer investigations from 
this past season and discovered an individual 
who killed a deer without a valid permit in 
November. The hunter was cited for harvesting 
a deer without a valid permit. 
RICHLAND COUNTY 
CPO Willand received information about 
a deer harvested during the previous 2021-
2022 archery season by a hunter without valid 
permits. CPO Willand made contact with the 
individual and through an interview obtained a 
confession of the events which took place. The 
hunter was cited for the violation. 

Southern Zone / District 16, Sgt. Kristin 
Taylor 17 (CPO G. Anderson, CPO Johnson, 
CPO Somers, CPO Spinka, CPO Teas, 
CPO Vasicek, CPO Wilkinson, CPO Wolf) 
(Counties: Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Union, & Williamson) 
ALEXANDER COUNTY 
CPO Spinka patrolled state and Federal lands 
In regards to commercial fishing and waterfowl 
violations. Issued multiple waterfowl hunting 
violations to include issuing multiple citations 
for waterfowl hunting from a conveyance (a 
boat under power) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO Tapley issued a subject a citation for 
possession of a state threatened species (ornate 
box turtle). 
CPO G. Anderson followed up on a complaint 
during the last week of deer season of dogs 
harassing deer near Ava. CPO Anderson 
located the complainant and received pieces of 
evidence showing the violation. CPO Anderson 
contacted the dog’s rightful owner and issued 
him a written warning for the violation of 
allowing dogs to harass deer. 
JOHNSON COUNTY 
CPO Teas closed a case of a subject from 
Georgia who came to Illinois and harvested 
a buck without any licenses or permits in 
Johnson County. The subject received fines 
totaling $1300.00, his hunting privileges were 
suspended for 13 months, and his deer antlers 
were forfeited to the Department. 
POPE COUNTY 
CPO Wilkinson is working on a timber theft 
investigation. 
A Pope County man was issued two citations in 
Illinois for the illegal taking of a bobcat without 
a permit. 
CPO Wilkinson worked on deer hunting 
investigations. One hunter was determined to 
have unlawfully harvested a deer without a valid 
permit and no hunting license. Enforcement 
action was taken. In addition, CPO Wilkinson 
conducted three traffic stops, one driver was 
determined to be driving while their license 
was suspended and no valid insurance. Three 
other written warnings were issued as well. 
CPO Wilkinson filed charges with the Pope 
County State’s Attorney against a timber buyer 
for theft of trees over $10,000 in value (Class 2 
felony) and criminal damage to property over 
$10,000 (Class 3 felony). This concluded a long 
investigation conducted by CPO Wilkinson. 
PULASKI COUNTY 
CPO Wolf arrested an individual for shooting 
Specklebelly geese with a scoped .22 rifle. The 
individual was driving his truck as close as 
possible to the geese and shooting them from 
his truck with his rifle that he had attached a 
homemade suppressor too. Multiple citations 
were issued and the firearm was seized. 
The individual stated he had never killed a 
Specklebelly goose so decided to do it that way. 
UNION COUNTY 
CPO Vasicek, Illinois State Police, and 
Union County Sheriffs Department personnel 
investigated the theft of catalytic converters 
that were stolen from government vehicles. 
These thefts occurred at Union County SFWA 
on IDNR property. A suspect was identified, 
located, and taken into custody that night. CPO 
Vasicek interviewed the suspect and was able to 
obtain a confession and statement regarding the 
theft. Multiple felony charges pending
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MINOR FITMENT PROBLEM, 
MAJOR MALFUNCTION

 Parts that are made to fit together 
as assemblies are normally designed 
with “tolerances” to ensure a screw 
hole is correctly sized, for instance, 
and that hole is not too tight for 
the correctly threaded screw. Each 
piece being correct and not entering 
the “overlap zone” out of the size 
tolerance makes the parts assembly 
at least possible, if not operable. Too 
loose on the tolerances and you might 
get wobble or lack of precision in the 
operation of those parts. Tolerances 
that are held tightly for precision 
will add expense avoided by some 
manufacturers like the plague, and 
others may decide to pick and choose 

that pin as an axle to pivot or rotate.
 Speaking of rotating parts, we 
can see the hammer rear edge (in 
the left end view at the red arrow) 
has scraped enough to wear past the 
blue surface finish down to flat shiny 
metal, and the scraping of the frame 
in the next image shows the same 
happening inside by that hammer 
side scraping contact (see picture 
1). A different view of those marks 
is seen in the lower right image, 
and the bent pin acting as an axle is 
in the top right image. Note the pin 
has light showing in the gaps at the 
middle along the top, and at the ends 
along the bottom, denoting a curve 

where to invest a nice fit on their 
parts, such as in a precision trigger or 
accurate barrel crown.
 The problem with the tolerances 
of parts is that they are not normally 
done to a set parameter across different 
brands, so one firing pin might have a 
closer fit in the bolt or frame than in 
another similar design, even possibly 
from the same company. The parts 
inspection methodology can vary from 
one place to another, such as checking 
to see if a pin will enter a test hole of 
minimum size and not enter one made 
deliberately tight to assure that not 
one pin is too small for their expected 
design, especially if some part uses 

or bend is present. Using the parallel 
flats of a precision caliper measuring 
instrument verified the pin was the 
bad part. The other choice would 
have been the holes were drilled at 
a slant in the frame (or hammer) to 
cause the hammer to skew enough to 
cause the referenced drag marks.
 The apparent hammer drag 
was noted and could have been 
partially (at least) responsible for 
the gun failing to reliably fire (see 
picture 2). During a test assembly 
procedure, the hammer did more 
than drag (when manually pushed 
to cock) - it remained stuck in the 
frame so tightly the hammer failed 

Picture 1



to return upwards to the position as 
when normally cocked and ready to 
fire. A different rotationally clocked 
position of that slightly bent pin had 
the curve act with excess influence 
on the alignment that would change 
as the angle of the hammer altered in 
the cocking rotational arc. The pin in 
one position, say 4 O’clock, would 
change the hammer drag vs. the pin 
at 8 O’clock. There would be a “best” 
position for clocking the pin to keep 
the slanting influence low enough or 
altering the location to minimize or 
eliminate the hammer drag that had 
existed in the cocked position.
 Checking the operation of 
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a mechanism that is faulty often 
requires inspecting the parts fit 
as well as the function during 
operation. Seldom is a problem any 
more obvious than this wedged bolt 
pictured failing to proceed in the 
closing pump stroke (see picture 3). 
The top arrow indicates the extractor 
tip that has escaped it’s groove just 
below (green bracket) that it should 
have had no chance of leaving. Too 
much clearance had the opposite 
bolt side touching by the far left 
arrow, while the extractor exiting the 
groove helped illustrate the amount 
of clearance gap near the lower right 
arrow. This much space allowed 
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too much side play and created this 
unlikely situation. The cure would 
be to add metal to the closer side 
that could force that extractor more 
to the left side and trap it inside the 
extractor groove as was intended by 
the factory design, thus preventing 
this wedged condition. 
 This remedy would not be so 
useful if it also excessively moved or 
altered other functionally necessary 
areas, such as the firing pin impact 
made too far off center during 
this readjustment of location and 
clearance, so imagine the gun would 
be able to cycle the bolt back and forth, 
but not fire a shell, or fire a shell but 
need a different fix to make the bolt 
travel as expected. Other aspects of 

function would need to be verified as 
whether another part of the assembly 
or engaged section of the mechanism 
lost function or travel or had some 
design clearance altered into binding 
or drag. Lots of points to ponder 
besides reducing slop and wiggle in a 
specific part area, if the inter-related 
sections have not all been accounted 
for as restoring or retaining expected 
functional capability.
 Now you have more insight 
into the back story of odd problems 
in gunsmithing. You are invited to 
see the online archives (from 2011 
to present) at asomagazine.com to 
peruse back issues, the gunsmithing 
articles are always on pages 56 and 
57 and thank you for reading.
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What it means to be a father and 
Sportsman

 It has been several years that have 
passed but this is a story that needed to 
be shared given the time of year that is 
upon us. This is an event that I can only 
explain as “magical”.  I often get to share 
experiences with Ben about his fishing 
time with me, However, this time I get to 

pen an adventure about what it was like 
to experience Ben’s first time in the field 
for a hunt.
 Thanks to a generous offer from 
Mr. Todd Berg and his incredible wife 
Veronica, “V” to all her friends, we were 
able to head down to Rooster Heaven 
hunt club for a chance at some dove 
hunting.  To say I was nervous was and 
understatement. At this point Ben hadn’t 
been around guns that were being shot and 
had not had any experience with seeing an 
animal lose its life.  
 Making memories like this day was, 
and is, very important to me and without 
a doubt this was going to be a special 
one.  There were many thoughts running 
through my head as to how he may react to 
the gunfire and to the death of an animal.  
There was also the nervous anxiety about 
inconveniencing Todd and V with having 
a young child along on a hunt.  In the end 
all my anxieties would need to be put 
aside and let things happen as they will.
 Growing up I have fond memories 
with my father on our hunting and fishing 
trips.  Remembering the small things 
always brings a smile to my face.  This 
was important to me that the day be full 
of memories, and it certainly was.  We got 
up way before dawn to start our 2-hour 
drive to the dove fields and a quick stop at 
McDonald’s for a breakfast treat and we 

By Cory Yarmuth
Legend-outdoors.com

BEN’S FIRST 
HUNT

were on our way.  As a side note, Ben still 
remembers stopping for breakfast that 
day.  It always brings a smile to my face 
when I think about that.
 I don’t know who was more excited 
about the hunt, me or Ben.  On the drive 
down, we went over all the rules of safety 
and discussed what happens when we 
shoot an animal.  This was a difficult 
conversation as it is not easy to explain 
to a young child that we are about to take 
the life of an animal.  Blunt and honest 
was the only approach that I could think 
of.  Explaining to Ben that the sausage in 
his breakfast sandwich was once a pig that 
was raised for food opened the door to a 
further explanation of how anything we 
were to shoot we would eat, and it would 
not go to waste.
 During our safety talk Ben was 

completely engaged in every word I was 
saying.  For being early in the morning 
it was obvious that he was eager to learn 
and was excited about this adventure.  
There is one thing that sticks in my head 
about our ride down and that was his 
comment when our talk was finished.  
He looked at me from the back seat and 
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said, “Daddy, the important thing is that 
we have fun!”.  This blew me away and a 
tear formed in my eyes.  
 He was right! All my anxieties 
melted away and my chest stuck out 
with pride as to the young man that he 
was becoming.  He got it; he understood 
the message that this trip was all about.  
This was going to be a magical day and 
he would not be the only one to learn 
something on this hunt.
 When we arrived at our destination, 
we met up with our hosts headed for 
the fields.  Ben was excited to meet our 
hosts, however his favorite would be 
Deuce the wonder dog.  This flat coated 
retriever would make a friend for life in 
Ben as the day went on.  Deuce warmed 
up to Ben almost immediately and he 
stuck by Ben’s side for the duration 
of our hunt. Unfortunately since then 
Duece has crossed the rainbow bridge 
but not before passing on his knowledge 
to his younger protégé Fen.
 As dawn broke, I spent time 
explaining to Ben about the decoys in the 
sunflower field and let him clip on some 
of the decoys that I had brought with me.  
It is the small things like this that will 
remain in his memory bank for life. He 
had his chair, a snack, his earmuffs, and 
best of all a smile on his face.

 As fate would have it the first bird 
that came into our field was on my side.  I 
let Ben know that there was a bird coming 
in and that there would be shooting soon.  
The bird came in and my shot was right on 
target.  We marked where the bird fell and 
soon Todd was over with Deuce and Ben 
tagged along to retrieve the first bird.  
 What happened next can never be 
repeated in life and words do not capture 
the moment that was about to occur.  
Todd described what took place and I 
hope to relay the emotions of the moment 
that took place. Ben helped direct Deuce 
to the bird and when the dog found the 
bird he brought it to Ben’s hand.  Ben 
relinquished the bird from Deuce’s 
mouth and stared at the bird with a look 
of amazement and awe.  He carried that 
bird to Todd with pride and from where 
I stood, I could see the smile on Todd’s 
face that was from ear to ear.
 They both approached me, and Todd 
had a tear running down his cheek.  He 
embraced me and we both had a good 
nan cry right there in the Dove field.  My 
little boy was becoming a man and he was 
taking the world of hunting on with grace 
and style.  This single bird meant more to 
me than any of the hundreds of other birds 
I have shot in the past.  This is a memory 
that will be in my head as well as Ben’s 

head for the rest of our lives here on this 
green earth.
 The rest of the morning was slow 
as far as hunting went, however Ben 
was able to learn how to work with the 
dog and even slogged through some 
cornfields to help retrieve a downed bird.  
Our gracious hosts even took the time to 
sit Ben down and cut apart a shotgun shell 
to explain all the inner workings of the 
shell and how it does its job.
 We ended our hunt before lunch with 
only a handful of birds, but a million 
memories that will last forever.  Ben 
watched with amazement in his eyes and 
V dressed out the birds and he was full of 
questions and V had all the right answers.  
 With a belly full of food and a head 
full of memories we both hoped into the 

truck and made our way home.  My face 
had a permanent smile and when we were 
less than a mile from the fields I looked 
into the rearview mirror and saw that Ben 
was completely asleep and dreaming of 
what I could only hope was future hunts.
 This story is just a small example of 
what memories have and will be made 
with Ben.  There are many obstacles in 
life and hurdles that we all must overcome 
so I hope that this little adventure may 
inspire others to get their young children 
out into the field and away from the TV 
and video games.  As sportsman we all 
need to think of the future of our sports.  
The future is our youth and without them 
our sports are in danger.  Teach them 
young and be patient.

Author with his son after the huntVeronica showing Ben the finer points 
of cleaning a dove.
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TACTICS FOR DOVE HUNTING SUCCESS
By Tom Berg

 In Illinois and Indiana (and 
most other Midwestern states), the 
opening day of dove hunting season 
is September 1st.  For migratory 
gamebird hunters, it is one of the most 
anticipated dates of the year.  In the 
warm days leading up to the dove 
opener, hunters pay special attention 
to the increasing numbers of mourning 
doves lining up on trees and power 
lines along rural roads.  The doves are 
already starting their fall migration, 
and resident birds are bring joined by 
increasing numbers of migrating birds 
every day.
 On the first dove hunt of the year, 
it is an exhilarating feeling to see a 
sky filled with fast-moving birds – 
even when they are slightly out of 
range.  Seasoned dove hunters know 
that waiting for the right shot will 
often mean the difference between 
bagging a full limit of birds or 
possibly only getting a few, though, 
and failure to wait for a good shot will 
definitely translate into wasted ammo. 
Nobody wants that with today’s high 
ammunition prices.

 Obviously, picking your shots 
when doves fly over the field you are 
hunting is very important, even on 
opening day.  Doves are surprisingly 
smart, and it doesn’t take long for 
them to avoid areas where there is 
lots of gunfire.  So don’t start blasting 
away at every dove you see.  Wait 
for those birds to fly in close enough 
for a good shot, and let birds on the 
edge of your gun’s range keep flying.  
Holding your fire for a good shot is a 
time-honored tactic.
 There are plenty of other ways 
to increase your odds of success in 
the dove fields, too.  One of the best 
and easiest tactics is to conceal your 
presence.  As mentioned above, doves 
are smart.  If they see people standing 
in the field where they were planning 
to feed, they will simply veer off 
and stop somewhere else.  So wear 
camouflage clothing to hide yourself 
from the prying eyes of the birds.  A 
camo shirt with matching camo pants 
are preferred, although khaki-colored 
pants will also work.  Your favorite 
camo hat can finish your hunting outfit.
 While camouflage clothing is a 
definite plus, it is also a good idea to 
disappear into the local surroundings 
if possible.  Try positioning yourself 
on the edge of the bushes or weeds 
bordering the dove field to hide your 
body from the eyes of birds flying 
overhead.  If the bushes or weeds are 

only waist-high, it is a good idea to 
move your seat right into the vegetation 
and sit while you wait for the next 
group of doves to fly over.  Keeping 
a low profile and keeping yourself 
hidden from view is very important.
 Speaking of sitting, be sure to 
bring a chair or 5-gallon bucket to 
sit on when the action slows.  Many 
hunters use a simple 5-gallon bucket 
or a folding camp chair, but there are 
mobile hunting chairs (with wheels) 
available that make getting your gear 
to and from the field a lot easier.  
These chairs also feature storage bins 
for holding ammo, drinks, additional 
gear and harvested doves.  Just make 
sure your bucket or chair is green 
or camo colored.  A bright orange 
bucket defeats the purpose of your 
camo clothing!
 Another easy way to increase 
your odds in the dove fields is to use 
plastic bird decoys to help attract 
doves.  These can be very effective, 
especially if the decoys are painted 
to look exactly like real mourning 
doves.  Both plain stationary decoys 
and those with moveable wings will 
work.  Since doves often feed in small 
groups, set up your decoys in pairs or 
as three or four decoys together.  Try 
to position them on the bare branches 
of trees or bushes, or on fences so they 
can be easily seen from above.  Doves 
flying overhead will often come in for 

Wearing camo clothing and shooting from 
the cover of vegetation helps hunters like 

this father/son team bag more doves.  
Photo by Tom Berg.

It is so much easier to retrieve doves from 
fields that are relatively weed-free.  

Photo by Tom Berg.
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a closer look if they think other birds 
have found a food source.
 It may sound crazy but hitting a 
dove after a good shot is only half of 
the battle.  Depending on how weed-
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free the field is that you are hunting, 
it can be difficult to find the bird once 
it falls from the sky.  Although it is 
usually easy to find doves that fall into 
a well-maintained field of sunflowers 
with bare dirt and no weeds between 
the rows, it is an altogether different 
matter if the dove falls into tall grass 
or weeds.
 As soon as you hit a bird, keep 
your eye on it all the way to the 
ground.  Then keep your eye on 
it until your hunting partners stop 
shooting and you can walk out and get 
it.  Make a beeline straight for the spot 
where it landed and don’t look away.  
If you do have to look away, be sure to 
identify a landmark where it fell, like 
an extra-tall weed or a funny-looking 
bush.  It’s amazing how easy a small 
dove can disappear when it hits the 
ground if you are not paying attention.  
It is your responsibility as an ethical 
hunter to make every effort to retrieve 

each bird you shoot, so be sure to keep 
your eye on it and find it.
 Of course, a well-maintained 
shotgun is your most essential piece 
of equipment.  Some hunters prefer 
a 20-gauge gun while others choose 
their trusty 12-gauge shotgun.  It is 
helpful to get in a little practice with 
clay pigeons before the season starts 
so you can hone your shooting skills, 
too.  Many hunters also install an 
improved cylinder or modified choke 
in the barrel of their guns to maximize 

their effectiveness.  Early in the season 
many shots are within 35 yards.
 Although there is nothing hunters 
can do about the weather, it can be 
helpful to know what type of weather 
is conducive to a good dove hunt.  Hot 
and dry conditions with calm winds 
are usually very good, because doves 
will usually stay put during stable 
weather.  Late-August storms and cold 
fronts are bad news for dove hunters, 
because they encourage the birds to 
migrate and leave the area.  Hopefully 

this year the weather will cooperate, 
and the skies will be filled with birds!
 Opening day is usually the best 
time for hunters to be out in the dove 
fields.  Nice weather and lots of birds 
should help create memories to last a 
lifetime.  Just remember that the daily 
bag limit for mourning doves is 15 
birds with a possession limit of 45.  
The best hunting is often in the early 
morning and the late afternoon, so be 
sure to plan your hunts accordingly!

Fields of mature sunflowers will attract lots 
of mourning dove on opening day.  

Photo by Tom Berg.

Fields of mature sunflowers will attract 
lots of mourning dove on opening day.  

Photo by Tom Berg.



62 Adventure Sports Outdoors | September 2022

 Much has been written lately 
about the federally endangered rusty 
patched bumble bee, but all native 
bumble bees need some help.
 One in particular is the southern 
plains bumble bee (Bombus fraternus), 
and while Angella Moorehouse was 
conducting a grasshopper workshop in 
a scrub oak area in Illinois several years 
ago, a fellow researcher found one.
 “We verified and documented 
it,” said Moorehouse, a natural areas 
preservation specialist with the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission. She 
discovered the bumble bee is on the 
International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) species red list as 
endangered worldwide.
 It is not listed in Illinois, and 

Moorehouse thinks it should be. 
 “We’re talking about a species 
that is critically endangered,” said 
Moorehouse who plans to begin the 
process of getting the species listed as 
endangered in Illinois. Currently it’s 
considered rare and confined to the 
southern half of Illinois in appropriate 
sandy habitat.
 “The southern plains bumble 
bee is a Regional Species of 
Greatest  Conservation Need in 
the Midwest and the Great Plains,” 
Moorehouse said.
 According to the IUCN, the 
southern plains bumble bee has 
declined rapidly in the past few 
decades throughout its range due to 
habitat loss and degradation, pesticide 
use, climate change and other factors. 
“This species could potentially go 
extinct in 80 to 90 years,” according 
to the IUCN’s website.  
 The southern plains bumble bee is 

a sand specialist. It finds the Illinois 
River and Mississippi River Sand 
Areas Natural Division in Illinois a 
perfect place to live. 
 Moorehouse describes the female 
southern plains bumble bee as huge 
with lots of yellow and a black stripe 
on its thorax.
 “To me, the legs are big and when 
they grab a flower they seem to sprawl 
out and hug the flower with their big 
hairy legs,” she said.
 The male southern plains are 
smaller and less conspicuous. Their job 
is to impregnate the females, she said.
 The southern plains bumble bee is a 
prairie bee. It doesn’t go into the woods. 
“They particularly like sand prairies, 
though we don’t know enough now 
about why,” Moorehouse said.
 Bumble bee species share similar 
life histories.
 The female, or queen, overwinters 
beneath the ground, and in the case of 
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the southern plains, in the sand.
 She’s already pregnant with 
eggs after mating with males in fall. 
When she emerges in spring, she 
finds a suitable nest hole, then begins 
gathering pollen and nectar to create 
pollen balls. She brings the pollen 
balls to the hole and lays her eggs atop 
them. When the eggs hatch, larvae 
feast on the pollen balls. 
 Moorehouse has seen the southern 
plains bumble bee in June gathering 
pollen and nectar from green 
milkweed, common milkweed and 
prickly pear cactus, species that thrive 
in the Illinois and Mississippi River 
Sand Areas Natural Division in the 
state. She’s also seen them feasting on 
the native goat’s rue, a plant that often 
grows near sand blowouts.
Moorehouse said she is asking 
researchers in the area where these 
bumble bees have been found not 
to collect them. Not much is known 
about this bumble bee and she’d like 
to learn more, she said.
 For example, the specific 
requirements of overwintering sites 
of this species are not yet known, but 
overwintering sites are distinct from 
nesting sites and may or may not be 
near foraging areas, according to The 
Bumble Bees of North America: An 
Identification Guide, published in 2014 
by the Princeton University Press.
 The bee also has recently been 
found both at an urban farm and 
restored prairie in St. Louis, according 
to A Checklist of the Bees of St. Louis, 
Missouri, published in 2017.

 Bumble bees serve an important 
role in pollinating flowers—they visit 
native plants to collect both nectar 
and pollen. 
 “Bumble bees are a keystone 
species,” Moorehouse said. “If you lose 
those bees, you also lose rare plants.”
 A recent study conducted by the 
Illinois Natural History Survey showed 
that “half of the bumble bee species 
found historically in Illinois have been 
locally extirpated or have suffered 
declines, supporting observations of 
broader declines in North America. 
In that paper, published in the January 
2009 issue of Biological Conservation, 
authors Jennifer C. Grixti, Lisa T. 
Wong, Sydney A. Cameron and Colin 
Favret concluded that “attempts to 
conserve bumble bees in Illinois 
should involve wildlife-friendly 
approaches to agriculture, such as 
increasing agricultural land set-
asides and hedgerows, and employing 
integrated pest management.”
 Sheryl DeVore writes environment 
and nature pieces for regional and 
national publications and has had 
several books published, including 
“Birds of Illinois” co-authored with 
her husband, Steven D. Bailey.
 This story originally appeared in 
OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project W- 
147-T).
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MN ARCHERY HALL OF FAME

“If you are not working to protect 
hunting, then you are working to 

destroy it.”  Fred Bear

 In the early nineties several 
forward thinking Midwest archers 
and bowhunters felt there was a need 
to preserve the heritage of this sport 
knowing that if nothing was done 
its history could easily be forgotten.  
In 1997 the Minnesota Archery Hall 
of Fame was created to recognize 
Minnesotans from the archery 

community who had contributed 
positively to the promotion and 
expansion of the sport.  That year 
three of the state’s top tournament 
archers were inducted (Victoria 
Cook, Allen Muller, Robert Rhode).  
 Since its creation, 41 tournament 
shooters and bowhunters have been 
inducted.  Not all members are only 
tournament shooters or bowhunters.  
Some of the members when not in the 
woods or on the shooting line were 
designers and innovators of archery 
tackle so, thank Cliff Zwickey 
(2013 inductee) for designing and 
manufacturing the judo point which 
every bowhunter I know carries in 
his/her quiver and then there is Bob 
Fratzke (xxx inductee) who realized 
the need for quiet, warm and flexible 
camo clothing which he arranged 
to have made at Winona Knits in 
Winona, MN.  I know bowhunters 
who still don his knitted acrylic 
floppy hat during hunting season.   

By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz • marleneasomag@gmail.com

For years I shot the Rocky Mountain 
broadheads and recently took a 
410-pound black bear using one.  
Bob Barrie (2001 inductee) another 
Minnesota innovator is to be thanked 
for my successes in the field as I 
know many other bowhunters are.
 World and Olympic champions 
like Jim Ploen, Robert Kadlec and 
Julene Hakl, just to name a few, 
did so much to promote the sport 
through their amazing skill at archery 
competitions. 
 Then there were those who 
lobbied for bowhunting seasons 
and the use of archery tackle.  Ron 
Carlson (2003 inductee) helped 
change laws relating to the sport.  
Until 1991 bowhunters had to case 
their bows by sundown in MN.  That 
law was changed thanks to Carlson’s 
testimony before the Legislature.  He 
was also instrumental in creating 
a law that allowed bowhunters to 
hunt until one-half hour after sunset Arlene Ruhl Rhode 2003 MN Archery 

Hall of Fame inductee.
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and lengthening the bow season to 
December 31 statewide.  
 Sam Fudenberg (2003 inductee) 
as HOF historian continues to 
research, collect and amend the 
stories, accomplishments and events 
around Minnesota’s rich archery past 
before it is lost.  His accomplishments 
in tournament shooting are legendary.
 Probably the best-known 
representation of archery/bowhunting 
influencers is at the National Archery 
Hall of Fame in Missouri.  It was 
founded in 1971 and as of 2019 had 
91 inductees.  This past May they 
celebrated their 50th anniversary 
inducting several more trailblazers 
and drawing around 300 to the event.   
Since 2012 it has become a permanent 
attraction at Bass Pro’s complex in 
Springfield, MO. 
 The Pope and Young Museum 
recently relocated from Chatsfield, 
MN to Bass Pro’s Outdoor World in 
Springfield, MO as well.  The facility 
is definitely worth visiting and taking 
the time to walk through the history 
of archery and bowhunting.  
 Other states like Minnesota have set 

up systems of evaluating and honoring 
archers and bowhunters who have 
made exceptional accomplishments in 
the promotion of the sport.  
 The Arkansas Hall of Fame 
was established in 1999 and currently 
has 10 inductees all of whom are 
Arkansans.  The criteria they consider 
for nominees is that their endeavors 
have gone above and beyond what is 
consider above average contributions 
to the sport.  It is truly an honor to 
be selected for recognition into their 
Arkansas Hall of Fame.
 The Wisconsin Bowhunting 
Heritage Foundation was established 
in 2004 with the intent of preserving 
the rich history of Wisconsin 
bowhunting along with collecting 
stories, antiquities and equipment 
related to the sport.  Their museum is 
located in Clintonville, WI about 45 
minutes west of Green Bay.  To date 
they have inducted 12 bowhunters into 
its Hall of Fame ranks started in 2012. 
 Thankfully, our history as 
bowhunters (and archers) is being 
preserved in some states and 
displayed for people interested in 

the past.  We’ve come a long way 
from using the bow and arrow for 
subsistence to now for recreation.  
 Establishing an archery/
bowhunting hall of fame is not easy.  
I know that each state has individuals 
who have gone above and beyond 
just shooting a bow or promoting the 
sport they enjoy.  I have always felt 
to be “loud and proud” of what you 
do.  I personally have never shied 
away to telling people that I bowhunt 
and what I have been able to serve up 
on the menu at my house.  
 All the organizations I’ve 
mentioned above started with a few 
people getting together and seeing the 
need for not only recording bowhunting 
history but sharing it and making it 
accessible to be seen by everyone.  
There is definitely an interest in “the 
past.” Talk to those “old-timers” 
before they too become part of the 
past.  Their stories and memories are 
fascinating.  Work to promote and 
protect bowhunting history.
 Until next month don’t forget to 
take your daughter, granddaughter or 
niece bowhunting.

TROPHY MANITOBA BLACK BEAR HUNTSTROPHY MANITOBA BLACK BEAR HUNTS
NOW BOOKING FOR 2023NOW BOOKING FOR 2023

2,000 square miles of prime bear area 
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Boreal Forest, swamp, farmland, rivers and 
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Manitoba, Canada

Darryl Kantimer
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Matt England with 
England Expeditions 

shared these great photos 
of clients with some 

Lake Shelbyville Crappie. 
Call Matt at 217-520-3653 

or email him at 
matt@englandexpeditions.com.
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IMAGINE . . .

brainwash on some XBox that has no 
reality, no respect for anything, while 
responsibility takes no notice, with 
only instant but fleeting excitement. 
A winner of an electronic game in 
a dark room with a remote control, 
who cares? No one cares, as caring 

A RIGHT OF 
PASSAGE
By John Simeone

no longer exists.
 Nevertheless, Lily was a rare 
breed, a young huntress of 13, proud 
and determined to succeed and 
make her good father Nat proud. 
She looked around the tall stand and 
found the woods to be a target rich 
environment. There were several 
Does walking about, all ready to 
snort an alarm to stampede the small 
8 point and small 10 point buck 
standing and looking good but too 
young to be shooters. Her excitement 
intensified; her heart pounded to the 
rhythm of the ancient wild things 
of a primordial forest thousands of 
years before her. This is a part of all 
of us, but some never feel the rush 
in their gray mundane existence, 
oblivious to the thrill of the chase 
and the responsibility of a real 
moment of truth.
 She held truth and reality in her 
hands, a Savage model 110 in 243 
Winchester, it was her rifle as they 
say, there are many like it but this 
one was hers. Dad had trained her 
the right way with great patience. 

KICKAPOO CREEK SUPPLY

WANT TO BUY: USED 
STEEL TRAPS - ANY SIZE

“FUR BUYER”
COMPLETE HIDE TANNING SERVICE

CALL: 309.446.3137
6815 N. McIntyre Road • Brimfield, IL 61517

“The Three R’s of the Outdoorsmen 
and pretty much everything 
else, Reality, Respect and 

Responsibility.” Now see if you can 
remember that...... . Uncle John.

 It was one of those special days, 
perhaps occurring often with some, 
others but once in a lifetime. Sweet 
forever memories of a father and 
daughter on a Deer hunt. Boys 
and Girls alike need adventure in 
their lives to make it worth living. 
You won’t find it sitting at a desk 
punching out signals to a fantasy 

At first, she was shy of the report of 
the rifle but there wasn’t much kick. 
More practice made her an effective 
rifleman. She got three deer, the first 
when she was only 8, now she was 
ready for an improvement. It was 
this day she would make it happen.

 Then the big 8 point materialized 
out of the gloom, that’s the way they 
always do. One moment there is 
nothing then they just appear. That’s 
the one, they both agreed. She began 

A successful Huntress, many lessons 
learned, now she wants a bigger one.

Lily and Nat take a tailgate break after a long 
day and show off that buck one more time.
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tracking the buck in the scope as it 
turned slowly away. She decided to 
take the shot at a quartering angle 
which would be instantly lethal, 
however at the very moment the 
shot broke the buck moved and it 
was hit in the rear end. If you hunt 
long enough, no matter the skill or 
experience, you will encounter such 
a scenario.
 Reality tells us that hunting is 
not catch and release, the idea is 
to make a clean one shot kill. The 
politically correct word is Harvest 
which lessens the degree of what 
is real and in reality, it is now the 
absolute responsibility to follow 
up wounded game in respect for a 
majestic animal. This they did, with 
a little luck the buck only ran about 
60 yards and was caught in a fence. 
A quick well placed second shot, 
and all was still. 
 “All’s well that ends well.” 
Hunting teaches great lessons. There 
is absolute attention to those three 
R’s we talked about. Something tells 
me you will never forget it. 

 The sport is in the thrill of the 
chase, the satisfaction is in bringing 
in the game being a sport where you 
get to eat the football. No matter how 
you look at it, hunting is difficult, 
so much as you can do everything 
right and still fail. You’re not really 
competing with anyone but yourself. 
Lily knows this and won this time. 
Of course, she can’t wait to go for a 
bigger buck.
 Vince Lombardi said, “Winning 
is an all-time thing.” , Unfortunately 
so is losing. Nat and Lily are not 

losers, it’s a family thing starting 
with good values. Oh, did I tell 
you Nat is a Police Officer, and 
the founder of WGO Outdoors. 
Something tells me that we are going 
to see a lot of Lily and Nat as the good 
father mentors the young huntress. 
The age-old story of teaching the 
next generation something of value, 
a right of passage. Nat and Lily 
know now why I end all my articles 
with.....Pass it on.

Going back a little, first deer at age 8, 
the saga begins.

After the hunt and just for the record, they 
clean up pretty good.

Matt England with England Expeditions shared these great photos of clients 
with some Lake Shelbyville Crappie. Call Matt at 217-520-3653 

or email him at matt@englandexpeditions.com.
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• Custom Built Bowstrings
• Pro Shop
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•  NOW SELLING                

FIREARMS!

HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 10am - 7pm

Sat 9am - 3pm

520 S. Elm • Flora, IL 62839
Rt 50 to Flora, Main St. South over tracks, right at 3-story Self Storage

 Hunting turkeys in the spring 
compared to hunting turkeys in the 
fall is like night and day. If you are 
looking for a challenge, look no 
further than turkey hunting in the 
fall. To add to the challenge, take the 
birds on using archery gear.
 Having dealt with the hot days 

of summer for the last few months, 
the cool, crisp mornings of autumn 
is welcomed with open arms. I like 
to call this time of year, “flannel 
shirt weather” the best time of all to 
be outdoors.
 Fishing has been on our minds 
for the past few months. Some of us 
got the hunting bug in August when 
squirrel season opened others got it 
in September on the opening day of 
dove season. But, for most of us we 
are coming sown with the first case 
of hunting fever the first of October, 

FALL TURKEY-A BREED ALL 
THEIR OWN
By Jason Houser

the opening day of archery season 
for turkey and deer.
 Lots of fall turkey hunters are 
archery deer hunters who purchase 
an archery turkey tag just in case 
they have an opportunity to arrow a 
bird. Still though, there are hunters 
who have nothing else on their mind 
but to hunt the toughest bird there is-
the fall turkey.
 A small percentage of Jakes 
(young birds) are harvested during 
the spring, but during the fall a large 
number of these birds are killed. 
Much like young whitetails, young 
turkeys are immature and often throw 
caution to the wind. This makes 
them an easier quest. Take note 
that I said easier, not easy. Another 

reason there are more jakes killed in 
the fall is that the past spring had a 
good hatch which allowed for more 
Jakes to be on the move through the 
woodlots and timber.
 Spring turkey hunters have a 
big bag of tricks at their disposal, 
including many types of calls and 
decoys. These do not word all that 
well in the fall, as the turkeys are 
rarely vocal like they are in the 
spring. This makes them harder 
to find and often leaves the best 
turkey hunters scratching their head, 
wondering if there are even any 
turkeys to hunt.
 Because calling is not too 
effective, it is up to the hunters to 
scout. This will allow the hunter to 
build confidence of the area, learn the 
lay of the land as well as the habits of 
the birds that call the area home.
 It is common to find birds in the 

River’s Bend Reproduction’sRiver’s Bend Reproduction’s
Fish Replica ArtistFish Replica Artist

You catch them, take a picture and release 
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Rivers-Bend-Reproductions-111345391633668/

Or email us at riversbendreproductions@gmail.com
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same area as you did in the spring. 
But, instead of focusing on mating 
as they did in the spring, their full 
attention falls on eating and not 
being eaten by predators.
 Nothing compares to the sight 
of turkeys in a grassy field feeding 
on insects on a warm, sunny day. 
As the season progresses and the 
temperatures drops, turkeys will 
abandon their search for insects and 
move in search of grain, hard mast, 
soft mast and the like.
 The biggest problem hunter’s 
face is finding large numbers of 
turkeys. In order to do this, the 
hunter will have to put in the 
legwork to find where the birds are 
and to listen for the slightest turkey 
sound, whether it is a quiet cluck or 
the scratching of leaves. 
 It is possible to call in fall 
turkeys, but more birds are killed 
by hunters who know their routine 
and are capable of getting ahead of 
the birds and waiting for the birds 
to arrive. To accomplish this, plenty 
of pre-season scouting needs to take 

place. Glassing from afar will help 
determine their routines. This is 
probably the best way to fill your 
turkey tag.
 More times than not, turkey 
hunters in the fall will spend countless 
hours in the woods, only to return 
home without the slightest glimpse 
of a wild turkey. This is when hunters 
have to have confidence in their pre-
season scouting.
 Unlike in the spring, fall turkey 
hunters are in short numbers. The 
competition for prime hunting 
locations does not exist in the fall, 
or at least not to the extent that they 
do in the spring.
 There is nothing like watching 
a mature gobbler strut and gobble 
across an open field to your setup in 
the spring. Something about seeing 
and hearing that make the hair on the 
back of my neck stand straight up. 
On the other hand, autumn is one of 
the most enjoyable times of the year. 
The temperatures are comfortable, 
leaves are changing colors and the 
sights and sounds of the season are 

all around us.
 Fall turkey success is not 
generally high. Many are killed by 
archery deer hunters that happen to 
have a turkey permit when a flock 

of turkeys wander by. Fall turkey 
hunting is not easy and can be 
challenging. Have confidence in your 
scouting and be willing to spend the 
time a-field. It will pay off.

Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

6771 State Hwy 42/57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
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DUCK & GOOSE CALLS
Premium Waterfowl Calls & More!

Many More Acrylic Options on Our Website

info@djcalls.com • (309) 348-2112

SHOP ONLINE:
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Quincy Cut 
Duck Call in 
Max 5 Camo

Joker Co-Cast 
Single Reed 

Duck Call

Shad Co-Cast 
Single Reed 

Duck Call

Solid Orange 
Single Reed 

Duck Call

BAB Hybrid Single 
Reed Duck Call

Heart of the Ocean 
Blue Single Reed 

Duck Call

Cholla Cactus Duck and Goose Call 
Set in Smoke
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302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
bryan.camper@gmail.com

www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

CAUSE AND EFFECT: TROUBLE SHOOTING 
TRAINING PROBLEMS

these events. His casting only changes 
his course about half as well as it does 
in training. And the little stinker breaks 
on honors! He has begun to bolt for the 
line as soon as you take his leash off in 
the holding blind. Or you let him out of 
the vehicle when you’re out hunting and 
off he goes into the darkness!
 If none of this sounds familiar, you 
are clearly not hunting enough, nor are 
you running tests or trials! Or, you are 
running a dog that takes sedatives. Or, 
just maybe -- you are running them smart!
 You may just be running a test/trial, 
and then staying home to train for a week 

or two before competing or testing again. 
You may be in the tiny percentage of 
trainers who are wise and self-controlled 
enough not to overdo it. Your dog spends 
far more time in a controlled environment 
(training) compared to the amount of time 
he spends in an uncontrolled environment 
(testing/trialing or hunting), so he doesn’t 
tend to fall apart when he is there. He tests 
and hunts pretty much as he trains. He’s a 
rare dog. You are a rare human.
 Or not, in which case you stand 
in need of this message on how to 
keep a balance sufficient to maintain a 
fundamentally sound dog. That is the 
goal; to maintain a fundamentally sound 
dog -- a balanced dog.

Stuff happens
 You love to hunt, and you may very 
well love to run hunt tests, and/or field 
trials. It’s all great fun, and a wonderful 
challenge to train your dog for all of the 
pursuits you enjoy. While actually doing 
the work, especially under judgment, 
it is natural for certain aspects of your 
dog’s training to erode. He gets excited 
and, well, stuff happens!
 The dog that remains by your side 
in training now creeps 10 yards on each 
bird while hunting, or at a test or trial. 
His typically very good hearing seems 
to fail him when you take him to one of 

Make It Count!
 This article is as much devoted 
to understanding how humans work, 
as it is to knowing how dogs work. 
When you observe a dog with training 
problems, you are seeing symptoms 
that were almost certainly created 
directly, or indirectly, by a human. Any 
experienced pro can tell you this. We 
mean well, but we get caught up in how 
much fun the dogs are and how much 
fun we have hunting and testing them. 
We also have limitations, like available 
time or facilities.
 When you’re sick, your body sends 
you messages. You have pain. You feel 
lousy. You get weak. If you are wise, you 
learn to listen to your body. You take 
care of the problems your body says you 
need help with.
 It’s like that with your dog’s training 
sometimes. His casting just doesn’t alter 
his course like it used to. He creeps, or 
tries to switch, or he pops on marks. His 
skills are “sick.” They are sending you 

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL
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FULL BAR * ALCOHOL NOW AVAILABLE
Bar and Food with outdoor seating on the Spoon River
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(ask for brochure)
Open Most Holidays. Make Your Reservations!

Open Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00am – 8:30pm • Sunday: 11:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday • Bar open same days with extended hours

6500 E. Tarters Ferry Lane * Ipava, IL 61441

By Evan Graham
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messages. His once well-tuned abilities 
are weak. They look lousy, and are 
almost painful to watch! Stuff happened.
If you have a headache, and only take 
a pain reliever, you may very well 
get over it and continue in generally 
good health. But, if you have chronic 
headaches, pain relievers alone will only 
help temporarily, and may mask some 
developing health problem that you need 
a real cure for.
 If your dog’s skills have become 
“sick,” and the problems you see are 
becoming chronic, you need to take 
measures that will cure the problem, not 
just mask it. But you must understand 
that the problems you are addressing 
may not be cured with some magic 
bullet; an easy cure-all. We are talking 
about behavior, and the need to modify 
it. How you go about it will make all the 
difference in its lasting effects.
 Knowing how dogs acquire a 
habitual behavior will also help you to 
understand how to go about mending 
behavior that has become a problem. 
Habits, whether good or bad, don’t 
just disappear. They are replaced with 
different ones. The dog that once 
stopped sharply to the whistle may now 
require fifteen or twenty steps to come to 
a stop. Further, he may now only crouch 
instead of sitting. Or, he may just stand 
there and look back at you. Worst of all, 
he may now do this chronically. That 
has become his habit, and it’s probably 
driving you nuts!
 You can take superficial steps in 
a training session that seems to have 
corrected a problem, and then notice that 
he’s right back at it in no time. That is 
because you haven’t changed his habit. 
You only did something one day that 
made it look better -- for a while. The 
habit remains.

Finding a Cure!
 Sometimes you can work on more 
than one problem at a time, because 
a certain drill or exercise managed 
to provide a co-benefit or two as you 
addressed some specific problem. 
Generally, though, it’s best to focus on 
one problem at a time. First things first.
 You may have identified a problem 
to work on already. Take stock of the 
whole dog. Give him a check-up. Isn’t all 
this medical talk invigorating? It’s a very 
similar approach. Your doctor or nurse 
isn’t treating your bad heart. They’re 
treating you; the patient with a bad heart. 
Heart patients often have other problems 
that need addressing besides just their 
heart. Or they often have other health 

issues that have contributed to what has 
become a heart problem.
 You aren’t fixing a pop. You are 
training a dog that pops. Popping is a 
problem your dog has, so you want to fix 
it. But, have you really identified what’s 
wrong with your dog? Is popping his 
only problem? If you have learned about 
other problems your dog has, is popping 
his most important one? If you don’t 
assess all potential problems in your 
dog’s training, how can you correctly 
prioritize? How do you know that what 
you have decided to work on first is what 
was most important for your dog?
 If you periodically give your dog 
a training check-up, you may save 
both of you some trouble by treating 
the little problems before they become 
big ones. Some of you have heard this 
speech from you doctor, haven’t you? It 
is a principle that works. It works for 
your health, and it works for the health 
of your dog’s training. After all his 
behavior, much like ours, is driven by 
his emotional health status.
 As a pro trainer, I had a truckload 
of dogs in my care, most of which 
were hunting dogs, as well as field trial 
competitors. I never had a field trial dog 
that didn’t hunt. My job was to keep 
each one running at a level near his or 
her individual peak as much of the time 
as possible. Sure I had the usual health 
and hygiene issues that any dog owner/
trainer deals with, but the lion’s share of 
my time was spent in the 
field honing, or repairing 
their skills.
 I came up with a 
troubleshooting check-
up, which I gave my dogs 
monthly; the same way 
I was paid. That’s how I 
knew where I was with each 
dog. That’s how we stayed 
competitive running as 
many as twenty-six trials in 
a year. It involves keeping 
a journal of each dog’s 
training. It tracks progress, 
as well as problems.
 When I reported to 
the owners of the dogs I 
was training, it wasn’t just 
a progress report. It was 
a health status record. I 
reported the state of the 
dog’s progress, but also the 
state of his maintenance. 
That reflected more 
accurately what we were 
doing in training to advance 
him, and to evaluate his 
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Mowers 
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 FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER | 309-266-5928
1900 S. Main St. | Morton, IL | www.fligingersoutdoorpower.com

strengths and weaknesses. Some clients 
appreciated it more than others, but I 
required it of myself.
 If your dog has been cheating exits 

on water blinds lately, is this a recurrent 
theme in his training? Has it always been 
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26471 E. State Hwy 9 • Canton, Illinois 61520
Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve is located 
4.5 miles east of Canton, Illinois on Route 9

BOOK HUNTS TODAY!
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WE TRAIN & SELL QUALITY BIRD DOGS

DON DEUEL, PRESERVE OWNER/MANAGER
Please call or email your hunting needs to 
Don at Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve!

gobblersknob50@yahoo.com
(309) 647-3641 • Cell (309) 219-2343

Continued on page 100
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 This year on Norfork Lake we 
will have normal lake levels this 
will the first time since 2018. The 
stripers have stayed between 30 
and 40’ all summer with plenty of 
oxygen.
 We will continue to fish the 
headwaters of Norfork river which 
cools down fast and a striper 
migration occurs as they move to 
the upper end of the lake looking 
for colder water. September is also 
the start of our hunting season 
which begins in the second half of 
September with the early season 
for Blue Wing Teal and Canadian 

Goose. Bow season for deer begins 
the last week of September so you 
can find lots of things to do before 
the fall fishing begins. 
 The last half of August you 
will fishing the points the river 
channels in waters that range from 
70 to 100’. We use 4 and 5 oz barrel 
weights with leaders and put the 
bait on the bottom then raise it a 
foot so the stripers need very little 
movement to feed on the baits. 
Gizzard shad are the best baits 
because they will live longer than 
the threadfin shad. Some of the best 
points will be along the dam buoys, 

Long Point, the river channel along 
the dam, and Dam Cove.   One or 
more of these points will hold fish 
in September once you find the fish 
they will usually be there for a long 
period of time. 
 Once the weather cools the 
lake turn over process begins at the 
head waters of Lake Norfork some 
47 miles across the Missouri state 
line and moves down slowly to the 
dam. The dam area is the last place 
the lake will turn over since it’s the 
deepest part of the lake. One way to 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

SEPTEMBER ON 
NORFORK LAKE

beat this is start moving your fishing 
up the lake towards shallower 
waters. Since Norfork Lake is 
actually a wide river, the oxygen 
level will increase as you move up 
the lake. We fish the waters around 
the state line all of September, 
October, and November. By far this 
is the best area to consistently catch 
limits of stripers during the latter 
part of the year. We will be fishing 
in waters no deeper than 35’. You 
will see lots of bait and stripers 
feeding heavy on this year’s hatch.
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Tom & Sean Reynolds have fished 
Lake Norfork for over 51 years 

and they guide out of Tracy Ferry 
Marina; you can reach them at 

www.stroutfitters.com,
 870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

 The bass will still be in their 
summer pattern. Early morning top 
water, then jigs, worms and spinner 
baits are your best baits. There is 
also great night fishing throwing 
jigs, worms, and black or red 3/8 oz 
spinner baits. You can catch fish all 
over the main lake and creeks. 
 As the water begins to cool, the 
crappie will start moving up and 
start their fall feed. Spider rigging 
is the most effective technique to 
catch them. Bennett’s Bayou, Red 
Bank, Calamity Beach, Pigeon 
Creek, Brushy Creek and Big Creek 
will be your best choices. 

The Knox County Scenic Drive is held annually in west 
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 It’s said that diamonds are a girl’s 
best friend. That may or may not be true, 
but most girls do like them. Not all know 
however, there is one place in the United 
States where the public can actually search 
for diamonds which can literally be picked 
up off the top of the ground. Crater of 
Diamonds State Park near Murfreesboro, 
Arkansas is that place. 
 This area is the location of an ancient 
volcano which brought diamonds and many 

other gems to the surface. Diamonds have 
been found on this property for over a 
century. In 1972 the state turned this into a 
911 acre park and opened it to the public. For 
a small fee, visitors from all over the world 
come here and search for real diamonds in 
their original volcanic source.  
 My wife, grandson, and I were attending 
a metal detector hunt at Murfreesboro last 
March. Benjamin saw a brochure on the 
Crater of Diamonds and he wanted to see if 
he could find one. We left the treasure hunt 

about 2 PM and drove the three miles to the 
park. Inside the building was a gift shop 
where we paid an entry fee to enter the 37 
acre diamond hunting area. We checked out 
the displays and videos explaining how to 
search for the diamonds and other gems.  
 We weren’t going to stay long because 
the site closes at 4 PM so we didn’t rent any 
of the search tools which were available. 
They had small box screens, folding army 
shovels, buckets, kneeling pads, wagons, 
and other items. Visitors can bring their own 

DIAMONDS 
FOR THE 
PICKING
By Rich Creason

SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
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Taylorville, IL
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BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

tools if they wish. While we saw several 
groups of people with awnings or canopies 
to keep the sun off, those items are not 
rented at the park. 
 We looked at some uncut diamonds in 
the visitor center so we would know what 
they looked like before heading to the field. 
We learned diamonds come in three colors 
in the park, white, brown, and yellow. Many 
different gems can also be found in the 
park. These include, but are not limited to, 
Amethyst, garnet, jasper, agate, quartz, and 

Our grandson Benjamin surface searching 
for diamonds or gems.

This is one of the stations for washing the 
dirt through screens to search for valuables.

Large diamond found at 
Crater of Diamonds State Park.



September 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  75

others. Park staff provide free identification 
for any of your finds. Whatever you find, 
you get to keep.
 There are three different ways to search 
for diamonds in the park. Instructional 
posters are located in various spots around 
the grounds. Surface searching is the most 
common, and that is what we did. Just like it 
sounds, visitors just walk around looking at 
the surface of the ground. Many diamonds 
and gems have been found in this manner. 
Dry sifting is another method of prospecting. 
Dirt is added to a screen sifter and the dirt 
is shaken out through the screen, leaving 
larger items behind. Hopefully, one of those 
items is a diamond. Wet sifting is the third 
method. That is done at the washing station. 
Dirt is placed in a screen and is washed out, 
leaving the goodies behind.
 Over 30,000 diamonds have been found 
since the park opened in 1972. Over 600 are 

found each year, averaging around two per 
day. The largest found was in 1924 and was 
over 40 carats. In 1990, a diamond named 
Strawn-Wagner was found in the park. It 
was graded “perfect”, the first diamond ever 
to be awarded that grade by the American 
Gem Society.    
 On an unscheduled basis, the park has a 
bulldozer plow the 37 acre hunt field to bring 
new material to the surface for searchers to 
find. This procedure happens about every 
month or so through spring, summer, and 
fall. This bulldozer is shared with other 
parks so the plowing only happens when it 
is available. If possible, the area is plowed 
when dry, but a day or two before a rain 
is due. The rain then washes off the new 
material which was brought to the surface, 
making it easier to see.
 Benjamin ended up finding a handful of 
assorted colorful stones from his search. We 

didn’t take the time to have then identified, 
but I was sure none were diamonds. Back at 
the gift shop, I purchased two large bags of 
unsearched dirt which is obtained from the 
field and then sold in the shop to take home 
by visitors. I had a screen at home and we 
washed the material through the screen to 
check for possible diamonds. We didn’t find 
any, but there was some small gems of some 
sort which I will have to go through my rock 
and gem guide to determine what they are. 
We will be visiting the area again sometime 
this fall. Maybe we will try our luck again. 
I want to thank Glenn Worthington, a friend 
who lives near the State Park, for a lot of 
the information in this story. He has written 

SCHUY-RUSH PARKSCHUY-RUSH PARK
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225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 
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Clean Showers
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8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

a book about Arkansas diamonds titled 
“Genuine Diamonds Found in Arkansas” 
and a DVD by the same name. If you plan 
on visiting this area to search for diamonds, 
this book would make an excellent read 
before your trip. 
 The author of this story may be reached 
at eyewrite4u@aol.com.

Benjamin walking the field looking for likely 
prospecting area.

Photo of the bulldozer plowing 
the diamond field.

This is what the dirt in the diamond field 
looks like.

The diamonds in the park come in three 
colors, as shown in this picture.

Arkansas State Quarter. The diamond obviously 
is important to the state of Arkansas.
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B&B LIVE BAIT
Wholesale & Retail

Since 1983
Find a Full Line of Bait & Tackle

Pond Feeding Available
1025 LaSalle Street • Ottawa, IL 61350

Call: 815.433.0432
Email: knowbetter40@yahoo.com

Ron Baudino . . . over 30 years in Business
Wholesale Supplier of Live Bait to Retailers

On Beautiful Lake Sara

Fishing • Water Sports •  Golf 
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Anthony Acres on Lake Sara has Great Fishing for 
Largemouth Bass, Channel Cat, Crappie, Bluegill, 
White Bass & Walleye!

For More Information Call:

Or Write To:
P.O. Box 1371 • Effingham, IL 62401

www.anthonyacres.com

(217) 868-2950

THE OLD MEN AND THE BOYS
A SERIES OF SHORT STORIES
By Dick James

 Protagonists: Dick James, author, 
Urbana High School cross country 
runner, left hand pitcher with a wicked 
curve and slower than molasses in 
January fastball.  Teenage buddies 
and lifelong friends, Steve Shaw, 
long/high jumper and Casanova of 
the crew.  and Ron Reinhart, catcher, 
baritone player, procurer of strong 
drink because of thinning hair and 
excellent fake ID. 
 Fathers of the boys:  Cliff James, 
a pioneer in the steamfitting and 
refrigeration field. Foreman at U of I 
physical plant In HVAC shop. At age 
18 superintendent for construction 
of steamfitting and refrigeration on 
Green Bay Packing plant and WW 
I poison gas artillery shell  plant in 
Maryland. As a teenager, market 
ducker hunter along the Vermillion 
River with his 10-gauge double barrel 
LeFever.  
 Albert Shaw, concrete finisher 

and co-owner of Shaw construction 
company Urbana. Also, with seven 
kids and two grandparents at the 
dinner table a subsistence hunter.
 Don Reinhart, farm boy from 
Pesotum, who became head machinist 
at Clifford Jacobs forging. Along with 
his wife Louise nonpareil fishing team 
and candidate for dad of the year. 
 My Uncle William Smith, 
custodian and salesman U of I 
bookstore. Whang leather born and 
raised out of the Flint hills of Kansas.  
Chewer of Queen Muriel cigars to 
the stub and hunter of everything that 
walked, ran, crawled, flew, scuttled, 
chattered, chirped, squeaked, howled, 
squawked or cackled. 
 Our chief mentor and grand old 
duck hunter, Mr. Clarence E. Gwynn, 
U of I civil engineer graduate, retired 
construction superintendent for the 
Canadian National Railroad in his 
younger year who went north to attempt 

a cure for the bone tuberculosis in his 
right leg.  He was   chief engineer 
of Stoolman Construction who were 
builders of the University of Illinois 
Memorial stadium.  His primary job in 
retirement was akin to Robert Ruark’s 
grandfather’s unenviable task, and 
that was trying to pour a fifty-five-
gallon drum of 150 high flash naptha 
hunting and outdoor knowledge into 
cleaning out our sludge carrying pint 
sized brains (who of course thought 
we knew everything there was to 
know on the subject). 
 devouring Outdoor Life and Field 
and Stream.   
 Setting: Urbana and rural East 
Central Illinois with occasional side 
adventures to southern Illinois and 
Minnesota.  Specific settings include 
Middle Fork of the Vermillion River, 
Fairmount stone quarries, farmland 
and riverbanks along the Salt Fork, 
Camp Drake Boy Scout camp, 
Kickapoo State Park the Little and 

Big Wabash rivers in White County, 
and Lake of the Woods, Deer lake. 
and lake Vermillion in Minnesota.
 Time frame.  The 1950s and 
early 1960s.  Late childhood and 
adolescent years of the boys growing 
up in Champaign County. A time 
of no coyotes or deer or covid and 
ventilators, but pheasants, rabbits, 
quail, fox, and grey squirrels, and 
polio, iron lungs, and quarantines 
including penned in your own yard 
and mothers yelling about no running 
under the sprinkler and NOT getting 
chilledand no discussion whether to 
get vaccinated for mumps, measles, or 
chicken pox because there wasn’t any 
to get. 
 A time of Osage Orange 
hedgerows and no fall plowing of 
corn fields that harbored hundreds of 
pheasants, dozens of rabbits in grass 
burrows in cow pastures, and the acre 
briar patches they hid in. Flight after 
flight of mourning doves coming 
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for water and grit in the Fairmount 
quarries, and the Grand Passage of 
ducks.
 It was a time of atomic bomb 
drills and get under your school desk 
and hiding from terrifying Russian 
bombers. But that all disappeared at 
noon on November 11th (Armistice 
Day). Because that’s when pheasant, 
rabbit, and quail season opened and 
that’s all that mattered to a twelve 
year old with a Mossberg .410 bolt 
action about to march across a corn 
field with his dad and go hunting!    
 No A-bomb drills anymore but 
there’s still the Russians, and covid, 
and sadly no mor e Osage orange 
hedgerows, and few pheasants 
in section line to section line fall 
plowing.
 So, bear with me as I trapse down 
memory lane.  Hopefully these stories 
will touch your funny bone and 
maybe your heart for the adventures 
and misadventures we experienced.  
Maybe more importantly it will jog the 
memories of the rest of you old timers 
to the good memories of yesteryear. 
MY fondest wish is that these   stories 
rings a bell with you young readers 
as much as Robert Ruark’s Old man 
and the Boy series struck me when I 
eagerly awaited the next installment 
in Field and Stream.     
 Theme: The mentoring and 
lessons learned of three boys in 
learning the ways of the woods and 
waters under the tutelage of the old 
men.   These stories are modeled on 
the framework of Robert Ruark’s, 
“The Old Man and the Boy” stories 
which were serialized in Field and 
Stream. I ranked those   monthly 
adventures of Robert Ruark above G.I. 
Joe, Scrooge McDuck and the Sunday 
Chicago Tribune comics on my mind 
and moral improvement reading list.  
When that magazine hit the mailbox, 
nothing got done until Robert and I 
had our monthly adventure. 
 I projected myself into every 
adventure that Robert participated in 
and took to heart as gospel delivered 
from someone who had a phone line 
to God in how  you did  all matter of 
important “stuff”  in the  woods and 
waters of South Carolina. 

Short bio of Dick
 Who I am.  I was born and raised 

in Urbana, Illinois.  Graduated from 
Urbana High School class of 60 and 
went on to Eastern Illinois University.  
I earned a B.S. in English (1964) 
and an M.S. in counseling (1966).  I 
became a school counselor at Jefferson 
JHS in Mattoon, Illinois 1966, and 
stayed their 8 years while I earned 
my Ph.D. in counseling psychology 
at Indiana State (1974) and then was 
a professor in counselor education 
at the University of Memphis for 40 
years until I retired in 2017. 
 I have also done time.  First as 
an intern in the federal penitentiary 
at Terre Haute while working on my 
doctorate in counseling psychology.  
Then later on moonlighting in the 
Delta unit of the Federal Correctional 
Center in Memphis, and finally as an 
intern supervisor and researcher in 
the mental health unit of the Shelby 
County Tennessee Penal Farm. 
 I have also had a continuing 
romance with law enforcement over 
the years.  I, along with one of my 
students, then Lt. Walter Crews, who 
later became Director of the Memphis 
Police Department, started the Crisis 
Intervention Team (CIT) program in 
Memphis in 1987.  That program has 

since gone viral and has evolved into 
an international organization that has 
over 2500 CITs in U.S. jurisdictions 
and numerous foreign countries. 
As part of that movement, I have 
trained over 3000 police officers and 
mental health professionals in crisis 
intervention techniques from all fifty 
states and other countries. 
 I have also trained over 400 
agents of the U. S. Border patrol ‘s 
peer support program in advanced 
crisis intervention techniques.  
 My publications include 
professional journal articles, book 
chapters, books, grants, professional 
conference papers, and a bestselling 
Crisis Intervention Strategies 
textbook now with its ninth edition 
under construction edition which has 
sold over 200,000 copies.   Sounds 
pretty ego centric, but my writing has 
been published in French, Korean, 
and Chinese. 
 Probably the best comment I 
ever had on my writing was from a 
flinty eyed copy editor who told me 
she hated editing my book because 
she’d get lost in the client dialogues 
and forget her editing.  So that’s my 
background.
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 For me school was an annoying 
inconvenience during hunting season.  
Although I only skipped once, it was a 
profitable adventure wherein a family of 
five snow geese got turned into roasting 
pan candidates.  This all happened 
with my classmate Joe Sanderson, later 
known as The Great Road Bum, but that 
is another story.
 My mind, I am sorry to say, was not 
fully attentive to academic rigor during 
hunting season, which was reflected 
in the gentleman C’s I accumulated at 
Urbana High School.  This lackadaisical 
educational deportment was not helped 
by a particular event that occurred in 
Mrs. Dobyns’s sophomore English class.
I t all started with a snowy Sunday in 
late January.  About the only thing left to 
hunt besides crows (which I was never 
big on shooting or eating, having dined 
enough on that metaphorical bird to last 
me a lifetime) were rabbits.  I really 
like hunting rabbits in the snow.  As we 
were without dogs, the snow allowed 
me to become my own beagle and track 
them to the grass burrows where they 
holed up out of the weather.  There was 
a particular weed field at the Fairmount 
quarries that became a cottontail motel 
when conditions were right, and this was 
one of those very right days.
 Now, I was in possession of a 
particular firearm that turned running 
rabbits into simmering fricassee.  On my 
fourteenth birthday I had been upgraded 
from my Mossberg model 183 bolt-action 
.410 to a 20-gauge Remington model 48 
semi-automatic.  Two years later that 
model 48 and I were still having trouble 
forming an endearing relationship.  A 
good analogy would be relating that 
20-gauge to my girlfriend problems at 
the time.  That Remington was sleek, 
fast, sensitive, and also hard to handle 
and caused a lot more misses than hits.  
So, you can see how the comparison fit 
hand and glove into my love life. 
 To the contrary, I had become pretty 
good – if I do say so – with the bolt-
action 183 Mossberg with its modified 
screw-on choke.  I had become a very 
dangerous individual as far as the local 
cottontail population was concerned with 
now what I fondly called my Mossback.  
That particularly became so when a nice 
blizzard blew through and there was 

good snow cover for tracking
 So, at the end of a late Sunday 
afternoon, dead tired with a half dozen 
rabbits to clean, I was looking forward 
to supper, a shower, an hour with Hoss 
and Little Joe Cartwright, and off to 
bed … except for that little nagging 
klaxon in the back of my skull that was 
now screeching an educational disaster 
warning.
 Conscience (in a morally superior 
loud tone):  “YOU NINNY!  YOU 
HAVE A DEMONSTRATION SPEECH 
TO GIVE IN ENGLISH CLASS 
TOMORROW.  ANY IDEA WHAT IT’S 
GONNA BE?”
“Ah, well, um, er, well …. “
 Conscience (sarcastically): 
“Thought so!  I hope you like sitting 
through sophomore English again, 
dummy, but I sure don’t!  Now get with 
it!”
 I figured model airplanes would 
work, except I didn’t have a kit readily 
available.  My G.I Joe and Scrooge 
McDuck comic book collections were 
cool, but a read-along of Uncle Scrooge 
and the Beagle Boys trying to steal his 
cash was not going to impress Mrs. 
Dobyns.
 It was at this point that my father 
butted in.
 The Old Man (quietly but forcefully 
impugning my lack of maintenance of 
my hunting equipment): “Your mother’s 
on me about that pile of bloody stuff in 
the bathroom.  Get it down the laundry 
chute.  Also, I pulled your gun out of the 
case soaking wet.  Are you expecting the 
good fairy to come and clean it?”
 “Ah, well no.  I’ve been trying 
to figure out what I’m gonna do for 
a demonstration speech in English 
tomorrow. And I can’t think of anything 
that’ll really grab attention and get me a 
good grade.
 The Old Man (all-knowing with a 
shrug and diabolical chuckle):  “Why 
not show them  how to clean a shotgun.  
That ought to get everybody’s attention.  
HA! “
 “Eureka.”
 I dumped my bloody clothes down 
the laundry chute, grabbed my .410, 
wiped it dry, and opened the gun case 
up above the hot air register.  I collected 
cleaning rods, 20-gauge patches, 
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Hoppe’s # 9-gun solvent, a cannister of 
REM oil, and a couple of cleaning rags, 
all of which I stuffed in my Boy Scout 
backpack.  I then watched Hoss and Lil’ 
Joe put a bunch of bad guys through 
saloon windows and then, happy as a pig 
in slop, went to dreamland.
 Next morning, Mossback encased 
and strapped to the handlebars and 
cleaning equipment in my Schwinn ‘s 
wire mesh rear saddle baskets, off to 
school I pedaled.  Going to my locker, 
one of my buddies spied me and asked 
me what I had in the case.
 Dick: “I got my .410.  I’m gonna 
give a “how to” speech in Mrs Dobyns’s 
class.”
 Jay Dan (eyes lighting up): “Can I see it?”
 “Sure!”  So, I pulled the Mossback 
out in a hall full of UHS students and 
got a few sides looks as I talked to Jay 
Dan about my natural born rabbit killer 
instincts.
 Come third period, I hustled down 
to my locker, pulled out my gun case and 
my BSA backpack and went to English 
class.  As an important aside, there was 
a particular female in the class I had my 
romantic eye on that I really wanted to 
impress, and I needed a volunteer with 
NO experience cleaning a gun.  Lo and 
behold, sweet Kay immediately became 

my very able-bodied assistant.
 First of all, we check that the gun 
is NOT loaded by cocking the bolt back 
and disengaging it from the barrel.  We 
then pass Mossback around with a 
barrel light.  My, is that ever grungy.  An 
explanation follows of what Hoppe’s #9 
is getting rid of, as I show Kay how to 
swab the barrel by slowly rodding the 
barrel back and forth and twisting the 
rod handle.  That of course is done with 
my tutelage while holding her arms to 
demonstrate proper rodding procedure. 
The fragrant odor of Hoppe’s #9 float out 
over the room.  (I have always wondered 
if that stuff couldn’t be a nice aftershave 
lotion. I LOVE that fragrance.)
 With my able assistance, Kay 
proceeds to oil the barrel and dry patch 
it inside and out and clean the bolt and 
trigger assembly. The reassembled .410 
is again passed around the room to 
“Ooohhs!” and “Ahhhhs” as to its bright, 
shiny interior and glistening exterior 
metalwork.  A round of applause, an 
“A+” and a date with Kay follow.  It 
doesn’t get any better than that?  Right?
 Well, yes it does.  As I walk back 
downstairs to put my gun in my locker, 
Mr. Ralph Davis, Assistant Principal, 
stops me.
 Conscience:  Oh no! NOTHING 

GOOD EVERY COMES FROM A 
MEETING WITH MR. DAVIS.
 Mr. Davis (curious): “Whatcha got 
in the gun case, Dick?”
 “Well, it’s my .410 Mossberg.  I just 
gave a demonstration speech in English 
on cleaning it and got an A +too!”
 Mr. Davis: “Hmmmm, step into my 
office for a minute, would you?”
 Dick: (Yipes!  Disciplinary action is 
about to come my way.)  “But I’ll be late 
to geometry.”
 Mr. Davis (waving me off with his 
hand): “Not a problem.  I’ll write you a 
pass.  I’d like to talk to you about that 
gun.”
 As we enter his office, a very large 
four-motor butterfly starts to warm up in 
my stomach.
 Mr. Davis (firmly): “Let me see your 
gun!”
 Conscience:  Rats!  This can’t be 
going anywhere good.
 Mr. Davis (turning the gun over, 
working the action, and shining my 
barrel light down the barrel): “Well, you 
look like you have taken really good care 
of this gun.  Would you be interested in 
selling it? I’ve been looking for a good 
used .410 for my boy.  Would you take, 
oh say, $40?”
 “I’d have to ask my dad.  But, say 

$50 and I’ll thrown in the case and three 
boxes of ammo, 4s, 6s, and 7 1/2s.  That 
way he could shoot ducks, pheasants, 
rabbits, squirrels – almost anything.” 
 Mr. Davis (shaking my hand and 
smiling): “Well, I think we have a deal.  
Would you mind if I kept the gun here?  
Your dads on the schoolboard and I’ll 
see him at the meeting tonight.  Maybe 
you could have your dad bring the ammo 
then, and I’ll write him a check.”
 “Yessir.”  And off to geometry I 
went.
 I could now start going steady with 
the Remington 48, but I had bigger game 
in mind.  There was a double barrel Fox 
12-gauge B-SE I had seen at Curly’s 
Pawn Shop for $80, and, with that $50 
and lawn mowing money, that Fox had 
my name on it (and still does today).

2022 Learning Lesson for Young 
Nimrods:  It is probably more judicious 
to bring a fishing rod and reel to school 
for a demonstration speech.  A fly rod 
and some handtied flies would be a 
nice touch.  But since you’ll still need 
a partner to demonstrate how to use it, 
romance is always a possibility.

of Bloomington
13955 Carole Dr. (off Rt 9)

Bloomington, IL

309-820-7543

of Peoria
100 S. Starr Lane

Bellevue, IL

309-697-0076

Bobcat Zero-Turn Mowers. We’ve 
built our reputation on performance, 

versatility and toughness. 
Now, we’re bringing it to the turf!

Bobcat Compact Tractors. 
Feel right at home doing the 
toughest work on your land.
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COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION 
WITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIESWITH MANY NEW GREAT AMENITIES..
•  Come see our new store and Fritz’s Delicatessen, Sam’s Steak 

& Chop Shop and Carroll’s Smokehouse!
•  New banquet facilities ready for you next party or meeting. 
•  Custom Livestock Processing - Available By Appointment Only
•  The Peoria Area’s Premier Deer Sausage & Salami Maker Since 

1954 is Back
•  Raber Packing Company does full processing of  your deer and 

all products are fully processed in our new state of  the art plant.

WWW.RABERPACKING.COMWWW.RABERPACKING.COM

RABER PACKING COMPANYRABER PACKING COMPANY
3000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 616043000 WEST FARMINGTON ROAD, WEST PEORIA, IL 61604

309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM309-673-0721 • HELLO@RABERPACKING.COM

Popular Choices:Popular Choices:
Barbeque Sticks, Salami & 

Cheese Sticks, Jalapeno and 
Cheese Salami, Bratwurst, 
Polish or Summer Sausage

We also smoke 
Turkey’s and Geese!

CALL US FOR ALL OF CALL US FOR ALL OF 
YOUR CATERING NEEDSYOUR CATERING NEEDS

SERVING MACKINAW AND SURROUNDING AREAS
Call, text or complete a form for a quote!

309-620-4409
www.6hslabjacking.com

KANKAKEE GUN & SPORTSMAN’S SHOW
OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH

Hours: Sat 8:00am – 3:00pm • Sun 8:00am – 2:00pm
General Admission: $6.00 • Children 12 & under are Free w/paid adult • Free Parking
Show location: Kankakee County Fairgrounds, 213 W. 4000S Rd., Kankakee, IL 60901

For vendor info or questions please contact: Mike at 630-254-0221 
or email him at info@mjsportsmansgroupllc.com

All federal,

state and local 

laws apply
FREEPARKING!

KANKAKEE GUN & SPORTSMAN’S SHOW
SEPTEMBER 17TH & 18TH

Hours: Sat 8:00am – 3:00pm • Sun 8:00am – 2:00pm
General Admission: $6.00 • Children 12 & under are Free w/paid adult • Free Parking
Show location: Kankakee County Fairgrounds, 213 W. 4000S Rd., Kankakee, IL 60901

Rich Pearson . . . continued

information you might find unsettling, 
to say the least.  An organization known 
as Wirepoints, has gone through public 
records and found some startling 
information on the Chicago Police 
Department.  In 2021, there we 788,000 
High-Priority Level 1 calls to 911.  A 
High-Priority Level 1 call means there is 
an imminent threat to life, bodily injury, 
or major property damage.  In 2021, 
406,829 of High-Priority Level 1 calls 
were not responded to because there 
were no police available to answer the 
call.  If you break that down, that means 
every minute and 21 seconds a Level 1 
call came in that was not answered.  In 
2021, there were 2000 calls involving 
someone who was actually shot that 
there were no police available to 
respond.  Before I go any further, I am 
not blaming the Chicago Police officers 
for this lack of staffing.   Adding to this 
chaos is the SAFE-T Act which begins 
January 1, 2023.  Did I mention that 
Cook County has released over 100 
murderers out of jail that are using 
electronic ankle bracelets?  I know that 
it will be a comfort to you knowing they 

ISRA.org

are wearing an ankle monitoring device.  
Go find a Concealed Carry Instructor 
and get your ICCL.  If you have your 
ICCL, take an advanced class.  Bring 
the members of your household and 
your friends up to speed on what is 
going on.    
 There are many gun owners who 
think the anti-gun crowd is just a 
bunch of misguided folks who really 
just don’t understand.  That is not 
true.  They are out to destroy private 
gun ownership and anyone who stands 
in their way.  Here are a few recent 
Tweets that will emphasize how deep 
this fight for our freedom is going to 
get.  This is a quote from Newtown 
Action Alliance’s Po Murray.  “A gun 
rights activist from Newtown told me 
he needs an AR15 to defend himself 
against a tyrannical government.  I told 
him the CIA has drones with missiles, 
Hellfire RX9 ‘knife bomb’/ flying 
Ginsue was used to kill al Qaida leader 
Ayman al-Zawahi”.  Really now, Ms. 
Murray.  You are advocating the use 
of military force against law-abiding 
American gun owners. Okay Ms. 
Murray, we now know where we stand.
 Just to add to the fire, California 

Congressmen Eric Swalwell tweeted 
that those gun owners who would dare 
to oppose a tyrannical government’s 
attempt to seize lawfully owned 
firearms would face a short war 
because “the government has nukes 
too.” Nice.
 Swalwell is the California 
Congressmen who has some sort of 
relationship with alleged Chinese spy 
Fang Fang, who also uses the name 
Christine Fang.  Now you know what 
the radical left anti-gunners think of us 
and what they want to do to us. 
 A chill swept across the nation 
Monday evening when the FBI raided 
former President Donald Trump’s 
home in Florida.  Of course, the 
Biden Administration knows nothing 
(shocker). Even worse, Trump’s 
attorneys were ordered to leave so 
there were no witnesses.  Who knows 
what they found or what evidence 
they planted.  Good people, we are in 
trouble.
 Results from the National Rifle 
Matches are still coming in.  I am 
pleased to announce the Illinois 
State Rifle Association Gold Team 
has won the National Six Man Team 

Championship.  They also won the 
Soldier of Marathon Trophy which 
is the oldest trophy in the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program.  Last week, 
I discussed the meaning of Xs or tie 
breakers.  ISRA Gold beat Texas with 
a score or 2931-98x to their 2931-86x.  
That is about as close as it gets.  Great 
shooting on everyone’s part. 
 ISRA shooter Patrick Boyle 
placed 7th in the M1 Garand Match.  
Smallbore shooter Jim Miller made 
the Dewar team which is always a real 
honor.  By next week the matches will 
be finished.  Thanks to all of those 
ISRA shooters who participated.
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

MERCURY MOTORS IN STOCK- 20 ELHPT, 25 EH, 25 ELPT
NEW MOTORS ARRIVING DAILY • MORE JON BOATS ARRIVING IN SEPTEMBER

YAMAHA MOTORS IN STOCK- 15 ENGINES JUST ARRIVED FROM 9.9 HP TO 90 HP
ALL NEW 25HP SHORT SHAFT WITH POWER TRIM IN STOCK

LARGE SELECTION OF CONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCKLARGE SELECTION OF CONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCK

HOURS: M-F 8am – 5pm
Sat. 9am – Noon or by Appointment

Lowe Jon Boats & Roughnecks 
16’-18’- 4 Available

Jon Boat Trailers Available 
starting at $1,509

NOW TAKING 
NOW TAKING 

LOWE BOATLOWE BOAT
 ORDERS  ORDERS 
FOR 2023FOR 2023

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

ECA Inc. • 1614 Community Beach Road, Odin, IL 62870
Call Jeff (618) 367-3118 or email him at 5570elj@gmail.com 

Visit us on Facebook! • ISRA.org

OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

DECEMBER 17TH & 18TH 
SPRINGFIELD GUN SHOW
THE ILLINOIS BUILDING

801 E. SANGAMON AVE., SPRINGFIELD, IL 62702

LARGE ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT

SQUIRRELS; 
HERITAGE, 
HABITATS, 

HABITS AND 
RECIPES

SHADOWS ON THE WATER 
& IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

 With squirrel season convening 
on August 1st it seems appropriate to 
explore these little tree-rats and their 
lifestyles. As I ride my ole horse around 
lake Shelbyville and thru the wooded 
areas of central and southern Illinois, 
it’s apparent that squirrel populations 
seem more abundant that ever before. 
This seems to be a trend with other 
wildlife as groundhogs, possums, and 
coon populations seem to be excessive 
also. I’m sure this is true in the areas 
that I hunt and fish but that may just 
be a local phenomenon. Could the 
excess rainfall all spring led to this? 
The squirrels have invaded many local 
subdivisions heavily. This is to the 
dismay of many residents who have 
experienced their destructive habits.  
 Actually, squirrel population has 
been a bit out of control for several 
years, it’s just now forcing them to 
invade the human habitat more. The 
increased population causes them to 
occupy different areas, looking for 
additional food and suitable habitat. 
They are certainly cute and entertaining 
to watch in some circumstances but 
very destructive in others. In another 
situation, they are very attractive when 
fried up with some gravy and biscuits. 

 How you feel about squirrels 
depends on your particular location 
and circumstances, but their lifestyles 
and habits are interesting to us all. Four 
species of squirrels live among us here 
in Illinois and they have both similarities 
and differences. The fox squirrel was by 
far the most dominant in my neck of 
the woods as I grew up and I enjoyed 
matching wits with him in order to 
have some of that squirrel and gravy 
that my mother fried up. I’m sure this 
activity also made me a better shot and 
increased my appreciation of nature as a 
whole. Over the years, I have delved into 
several sources for squirrel information, 
including the IDNR and the University 
of IL and some of this info can be 
contributed to those sources. Some is 
simply my own ideas and experiences.
 We didn’t have gray squirrels here in 
Paradise township back in the sixties, but 
I ventured south of Charleston IL for my 
first encounter with them. I found gray’s 
to be a bigger challenge compared to the 
fox squirrels as they didn’t seem to ever 
stop moving and they were about half 
as big. Smaller targets also make you a 
better shot but take more ammunition 
sometimes. As time passed, we began 
to see gray’s here in my neighborhood 
and in the past several years they seem 
to be growing more and more abundant. 
I think we now have almost as many 
grays as fox squirrels, and we have an 
unbelievable amount of each.
 Red squirrels are the third type found 
here in Illinois and their range seems to 
be limited to the northeastern counties. 

The reds are considerably smaller than 
either the fox or the gray species. A 
grown red may only weigh two-fifths 
of a pound compared to as much as two 
pounds for a big fox squirrel or a pound 
and a quarter for a large gray. 
 The fourth species in Illinois is 

the southern flying squirrel. He is the 
smallest of the four species weighing 
in at only a few ounces. He looks 
somewhat different than the others, 
with big eyes and flat tail features. He 
looks bigger because of the flaps of 
skin that attach to his ankles and wrists 
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MEL PRICEMEL PRICE
STORAGE CONTAINERSSTORAGE CONTAINERS

RENTALS & SALESRENTALS & SALES
DANVILLE

SIZES” 10’, 20’, 40’, 45’ & 48’
Cell: 217-304-1722

Office: 217-442-9092
prcml@yahoo.com

WE DELIVER!

for gliding purposes. They seem less 
prolific and more reclusive than the 
other types. I have only seen a few in all 
my years in the woods.   
 Fox squirrels are “edge animals” 
seeming to prefer the perimeter of 
woods and fields where grays seem to 
prefer the denser areas. Red squirrels 
prefer pine woods but also will live 
within oaks and other wooded areas. 
Flying squirrels seem to locate adjacent 
to water sources where they pass thru 
mature trees with more open features. 
Perhaps for their “flying” purposes. 
 Most of the squirrel types raise at 
least two litters per year of approx four 
each. It’s easy to see why we have an 
explosion of the population. Maybe not as 
prolific as rabbits or wild hogs, but close. 
All of them forage for the same type of 
food sources, including berries, nuts of 
all types, hedge apples, and bean pods 
from the honey locust trees. They also 
like some varieties of ornamental flowers, 
much to the dismay of neighboring flower 
garden owners. Unfortunately they also 
have a taste for the insulation on electrical 
wiring, making in very important to 
keep them out of your attic and out of 
automobiles and farm implements.
 In summary, squirrels are interesting 

and advantageous critters in their proper 
places and in proper quantities. Based 
on my observations and the opinions 
of several others, I think a year-around 
squirrel season would be beneficial to all 
involved. It would reduce squirrel damage 
to properties and gardens while providing 
hunting opportunities during the portions 
of the year when few other species are in 
season. Based on the population, the bag 
limits could also be increased at least until 
a reduction in the population is realized. 
These changes would also leave more 
acorns for the whitetail deer herd, possibly 
enabling the recovery of a population 
recently reduced by lost habitat, EHD and 
over-harvesting. 
 Lastly, consider the benefit to 
“world hunger” if we would harvest 
thousands of squirrels and provide 
fried squirrel, biscuits and gravy to all 
those “in need” on a worldwide basis. 
My suggestion on preparation of the 
squirrels involves about fifteen minutes 
in a pressure cooker then removal and 
flour or other batter, follow this with 
pan frying or slow baking in the oven 
for some fine red-neck vittles. Good 
Hunting and every day when you wake 
up; Choose to be Happy!
 It’s Woods, Water, and Wildlife

DON BANNING TAKES GREAT 
GRANDDAUGHTER FISHING

By Dan Galusha

Outdoor writer, Don Banning, took his granddaughter, Leslie Green, and 
great granddaughter, Journey Green, fishing on a small lake in western Illi-
nois.  They did very well with catching bass and bluegill.  Bass ranged in size 
from 9 to 15 inches, while the bluegill were all within the 8 to 8 ½ inch range.
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
MORTGAGE RATES DIP BELOW 5% FOR 
THE FIRST TIME SINCE APRIL
 The average interest rate on a 30-
year mortgage dropped below 5% this 
week for the first time in four months.
 Mortgage rates plunged by a half-
point over the past two weeks, with the 
fixed 30-year rate dropping below 5% 
for the first time since April, according 
to Freddie Mac. Meanwhile, interest 
rates for the fixed 15-year term and the 
5/1 adjustable-rate mortgage converged 
at 4.26% and 4.25%, respectively. Here 
are the current rates as of Aug. 4:
•  30-year fixed: 4.99% with 0.8 

point (down from 5.3% a week ago, 
up from 2.77% a year ago).

•  15-year fixed: 4.26% with 0.6 

point (down from 4.58% a week ago, 
up from 2.1% a year ago).

•  5/1-year adjustable: 4.25% with 0.3 
point (down from 4.29% a week ago, 
up from 2.4% a year ago).

 “Mortgage rates remained 
volatile due to the tug of war between 
inflationary pressures and a clear 
slowdown in economic growth. The 
high uncertainty surrounding inflation 
and other factors will likely cause rates 
to remain variable, especially as the 
Federal Reserve attempts to navigate 
the current economic environment.” 
– Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief 
economist, in an Aug. 4 statement
 This year so far, the Federal 

Reserve has been struggling to contain 
inflation, which is running well above 
the central bank’s 2% annual target. In 
late July, Fed officials voted to raise 
the federal funds rate by another 75 
basis points, continuing an aggressive 
monetary policy despite signs of 
slowing gross domestic product growth 
and the possibility of a recession.
 While conventional wisdom dictates 
that mortgage rates generally follow the 
Fed’s benchmark rate, that’s not always 
the case. As pointed out in last week’s 
column, mortgage activity is being 
stifled by affordability challenges and 
uncertain economic conditions. So, in 
an effort to spur demand, some lenders 
actually lowered their rates.

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Find & Like us on Facebook!

Land, Real Estate, Household,
Machinery, Tools & MORE!

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

Each office independently 
owned and operated.

3622 N. Knoxville 
Peoria, IL 61603

commercialpeoria.com

Commercial

O’BRYAN & BALL
309-323-0399

Mike O’Bryan 
Jessica Ball 
Justin Ball

Get Away From It All Just By Going Home!
1823 Township Road 800 E 
Wyoming, IL • $1,450,000 

Paradise on 25 acres! Large 10 bedroom, 7 
bath home. 7400 sq. ft. of living space with 
large gathering and dining spaces, stunning 
kitchen and more! Garage space for 4 cars, 

equestrian facilties & riding arena, a stocked 
lake plus garden and tillable acres. 

96 Eichhorn Road 
East Peoria, IL • $299,900 

Barndonimium with lake rights! Pole barn with 
living quarters adjacent to Sankoty Lakes in 

Spring Bay. 1500 sq. ft. living area has 3  
bedrooms, 1 large bath, living/dining, laundry 

& kitchen. 2300+ sq. ft. of garage/building  
attached with office space. 

O-Bryan_August 22_ASO.qxp_Layout 1  7/14/22  8:53 AM  Page 1

 The slowdown in real estate 
activity may prove to be advantageous 
for homebuyers who, not long ago, 
felt priced out of the market. Mortgage 
borrowers are getting a much-needed 
reprieve from rapidly rising interest 
rates. Home price appreciation, while 
still at historically high levels, has 
started to show signs of slowing.
 Additionally, buyers are starting 
to gain more leverage in negotiations, 
particularly when it comes to 
contingencies, says Kevin Parker, vice 
president of field mortgage originations 
at Navy Federal Credit Union.
 “We are seeing signs that it’s 
swaying from the far end of being a 
seller’s market to being more in the 
middle,” says Parker. “We’ve started 
seeing contingencies back in contracts 

CONCRETE WORK OF 
ALL TYPES & SIZES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Ag Work/Pole Buildings
• Stamped Concrete
• Decorative Concrete
• Driveways & Repairs
• Footings/Walls
• Beautiful Backyards

Phone: 309-208-6709 or 309-208-6707 • Email: waterfowl6@aol.com
Call or Text for Free Estimates!

www.midillinoiscontractors.com

By Erika Giovanetti
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TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE AUCTION 
SERVICE 618-559-5082 OR EMAIL JOLEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM

LARGE OR SMALL YOUR AUCTION DESERVES A GOOD CALL!!

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM 
OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 

ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

– appraisal, finance, home inspection. 
We know it’s going to swing back to 
the middle. Sellers are losing a little bit 
of leverage.”

Indicator of the Week: Weathering 
the Storm
 In today’s tumultuous real estate 
market, the sun is beginning to peek out 
through the rain clouds. As competition 
continues to ease, some homebuyers 
might wonder if they should weather 
the storm, waiting for conditions to 
become even more favorable by putting 
off their search for a few months.
 However, Parker recommends that 
buyers don’t try to time the market. He 
says that buying a home is still a good 
investment for consumers who are 
looking to build long-term wealth, and 
there’s really no telling how long it will 
take for the market to stabilize further.
 “I think we are going to see some 
more stability in the housing market,” 

Parker says. “It’s just a matter of, are 
we talking about six weeks from now, 
six months from now or a year?”
 In the meantime, renters who 
wait out the market will continue to 
be impacted by rising housing costs. 
Whereas homeowners are able to lock in 
their mortgage payment for an extended 
period, annual rent hikes have become the 
unfortunate reality for many Americans. 
Rents have risen 24.6% – or about $400 
per month – since June 2019, according 
to the Zillow Observed Rent Index.
 Naturally, it depends on a person’s 
unique situation, but “for individuals 
who know they’re going to stay in a 
particular area, they have some stability 
with their job or income, going from 
renting to buying is huge,” Parker says.
 If you’re considering making the 
switch from renting to homeownership, 
Parker recommends using Navy 
Federal’s rent vs. buy calculator to 
determine whether it’s worthwhile.

ROBERT MOHR PERSONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION

JOHN DEERE EQUIPMENT COLLECTION, 
ANTIQUES, FARM PRIMATIVES, CATTLE 

EQUIPMENT, & MORE

SEPTEMBER 24, 2022, 9:00AM
2853 Wolverine Rd, Cutler, IL 62238

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Mr. Mohr has been collecting John Deere equipment & raising 
cattle for many years and has decided to sell his collection & cattle equipment. 

This is only a partial listing of items that will be up for auction on the 24th of September. 
Auction begins at 9AM. Hope to see you there!!
  John Deere 5075E w/553 loader, bucket & bale spear

John Deere 3020 Diesel wide front • 1950’s John Deere model A
John Deere hay wagons • John Deere hay rake • John Deere round baler

New Idea corn picker • John Deere 2 btm plow • John Deere 2 row planter
John Deere goat wagon • John Deere hay bine • John Deere manure spreader

New Holland small square baler • John Deere Grinder Mixer • Hay elevators • Pull type disk
Kohlswa Sweden anvil on stump • Galvanized double tubs • Various crocks Cattle Equipment

Cattle chute • Gravity wagon • Gravity wagon boxes • Chicken coops • Chicken feeders
 THIS IS ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING OF ITEMS.

THIS AUCTION WILL BE ONE YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS!!

Photo by Erika Giovanetti

By Kim Porter

HOW TO GET APPROVED 
FOR A MORTGAGE
 Knowing the four parts of the 
mortgage approval process can make it 
go more smoothly.
 Qualifying for a mortgage can seem 
intimidating if you’ve never gone through 
the process or you hear about lenders 
tightening loan approval standards. But 
by knowing what the bank is looking for, 
you will take some stress out of getting a 
home loan.
 The approval process “breaks down 
into four basic categories,” says Nicole 
Rueth, producing branch manager of 
Fairway Independent Mortgage Corp. in 

Englewood, Colorado. “If you nail these, 
your approval is straightforward. Of 
course, each of these has 100 variations, 
which is where the nuance comes in.”
 Here’s what goes into the mortgage 
approval process, how to improve your 
chances of approval and what to do if 
your application is denied.

What Do Lenders Check When You 
Apply for a Mortgage?
 Lenders look at four categories – 
capacity, capital, collateral and credit 
– to determine your eligibility for 
a mortgage. These are typically the 
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that flaws in paint, stairs or utilities, for 
example, need to be fixed before the bank 
can fund the loan. “Lenders are in the 
business of loaning out money, not owning 
property,” Rueth says. “If a loan defaults, 
we need to make sure the property can be 
quickly resold.”
 Credit, or your likelihood of 
repaying the loan. Your credit history 
and credit score play a big role in whether 
you will be approved for a mortgage and 
at what interest rate.
 “Underwriters are looking for proof 
that you can manage large, long-term 
debt,” Rueth says. “If you did have a 
credit hardship, such as a short sale or 
bankruptcy, underwriters want to see that 
you have maintained a positive history 
since that time.”
 Borrowers generally need a credit score 
of at least 620 to qualify for a conventional 
loan, and the minimum credit score for 
a Federal Housing Administration loan is 
500 or 580, depending on the borrower’s 
down payment.

How to Improve Your Chances of 
Approval
 When applying for a mortgage, you 
have to either meet or exceed the lender’s 
basic requirements. Here’s what can help 
you get a home loan:
 Check your credit. A few months 

before applying for a mortgage, pull 
your credit report from each of the three 
bureaus at AnnualCreditReport.com. 
Check your reports for evidence of fraud, 
such as accounts you don’t recognize.
 Errors are also common, so check 
that reports are accurate, complete and 
contain only items about you. Any 
mistake about identity, account status 
or balance, for instance, can be disputed 
with the credit bureaus.
 You can also pull your credit 
scores from free third-party services. 
Because many lenders have tightened their 
underwriting standards in response to the 
pandemic, you might need to improve your 
credit before moving forward.
 The average FICO credit score 
among mortgage borrowers in March 
2021 was 751, according to the mortgage 
software company Ellie Mae. This falls 
in FICO’s very good range.
 Take a few months, and focus on 
paying down your debt and staying 
current on all of your bills. Try not to 
get other types of new credit, which 
could increase your debt and create hard 
inquiries that temporarily lower your 
credit score.
 Calculate your debt-to-income 
ratio. DTI is the percentage of your 
monthly income you spend on debt 
payments. This figure tells the lender 

how much house you can afford.
 Your lender will look at two ratios: 
Front-end DTI checks how much of your 
income goes toward housing costs, and 
back-end DTI accounts for other debts, 
such as credit cards and car loans.
 Let’s say your future mortgage 
payment will be $975 and you have a 
$200 student loan payment, a $250 car 
payment and a minimum credit card 
payment of $150. Your monthly income is 
$4,000. Here’s how you would calculate 
those ratios:
•  Front-end DTI. $975 / $4,000 = 0.24 

or 24%
•  Back-end DTI. ($975 + $200 + $250 + 

$150) / $4,000 = 0.39 or 39%
 Lenders generally look for a back-
end ratio of 43% or less and a front-
end ratio of 28% or less. If yours needs 
work, focus on paying down your debt 
or increasing your income.
 Save your money. You’ll need to 
have cash reserves, plus enough to cover 
the down payment and closing costs.
 Let’s say you’re looking to buy a 
$200,000 home with a $975 monthly 
payment and your bills each month 
amount to $2,000. Here’s how much you 
might want to save:
•  Closing costs. These averaged $6,087 

in 2020 for a single-family home. Your 
lender can provide a more precise 

Marion County IL 40 Acres 
Location: River Rd, Iuka IL

Bidding Closes Thur, Sept 8, 8PM CST
Wooded Tract / Great Hunting & Rec

Call Auctioneer Don Bailey, 618-919-1031

Lewis County MO 70 Acres
Location: Olive Ave, Maywood MO

Bidding Closes Thur, Sept 8, 8PM CST
Productive Cropland / Some Wooded for Hunting

Call Auctioneer Wayne Keller, 618-407-1679

Wayne County IL 40 Acres
Location: Co Rd 1750N & Co Rd 1000E, 

Johnsonville IL
Cropland & Wooded / Income & Hunting
Call Auctioneer Don Bailey, 618-919-1031

Buy A Farm Brokers and Auctioneers Are Licensed in IL, MO and IN.
Offices in Flora, Greenup, Murphysboro, Sparta and Steeleville, IL

TERMS: 10% DOWN. NO BUYER’S PREMIUM. AUCTIONEERS WAYNE KELLER, IL LIC #441.002475 AND DON BAILEY, IL LIC #441.002325. 
COMPLETE TERMS, BIDDING, AERIALS, INFO, ETC. ON BUYAFARM.COM.

BUYAFARM.COMBUYAFARM.COM
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998

TO BID GO TO BUYAFARM.COM

minimum requirements:
 Capacity, or your ability to repay 
the loan. The lender will check your 
income and employment stability from 
the last two years to make sure you 
can comfortably take on the monthly 
mortgage payments. Most homebuyers 
show their income with:
• W-2 forms.
• Recent pay stubs.
• Tax returns.
• Contact information for employers.
 The requirements vary if your 
income is from sources such as 
dividends, alimony, rental income or self-
employment, Rueth says.
 Capital, or your assets and cash 
reserves. You’ll need to show you have 
the funds to cover the down payment 
and closing costs, plus cash on hand 
to pay the mortgage in a financial 
emergency. The cash reserve is usually 
two months’ worth of mortgage 
payments for conventional loans. For 
documentation, lenders generally accept 
statements that show your bank account 
balances, liquid investments, properties 
and other assets.
 Collateral, or the value of the 
property you’re buying. The bank will 
order an appraisal to check the home’s 
value and make sure the mortgage doesn’t 
exceed it. The appraisal report might show 



September 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  87estimate once you’ve chosen a home.•  Down payment. Some mortgage programs allow as little as 3% down, which is $6,000 on a $200,000 mortgage. But you’ll avoid private mortgage insurance with a 20% down payment.•  Cash reserves: Your lender might require you to have two months’ worth of mortgage payments on hand, which is $1,950. But many financial experts recommend saving three to six months’ worth of expenses, which is between $6,000 and $12,000 in this example. Consider what’s required, how much you can afford and what would make you a strong applicant. Borrowers who make larger down payments are less likely to walk away from their homes in the event of financial difficulty, says Mike Tassone, co-founder and chief operating officer at Own Up, a technology company that helps homebuyers find mortgages. Similarly, having more cash reserves shows the lender that the homebuyer can continue making payments even with “short-term shocks to their monthly income,” he says. Get preapproved for a mortgage. A preapproval is a letter from a mortgage lender that shows how much you can borrow. Going through this process before shopping for homes is a good idea because it shows sellers you’re serious and guides your budget. “Once you start looking at $600,000 homes, it’s hard to find the perfect $480,000 home if that’s all that fits your budget or income,” Rueth says. The typical person can afford to finance a home that costs two to three times his or her gross annual household income, according to some financial experts. If you earn $75,000 a year, then you might be able to afford a mortgage of $150,000 to $225,000. Make the right offer. The red-hot seller’s market means you will have to make a strong offer to beat the competition, but it still needs to align with the home’s value. If comparable sales do not support your bid, the bank won’t lend you this amount and instead offer the home’s appraised value. You can pay the difference between your offer and the appraised value out of pocket, try to appeal the appraisal, or pull out of the deal. Talk with a few lenders. Every mortgage lender has its own borrowing requirements, and one might be a better fit for you over another. For example, one bank might specialize in lending to people with lower credit scores or borrowers who need a jumbo loan. Ashley Luethje, a loan officer with Paramount Residential Mortgage Group, suggests setting up a phone call with a few lenders. “This provides the client with an idea of what program is the best fit for them, the amount of their monthly payment, how much they need to save for down payment and closing costs, as well as if there are any other additional credit or program requirements,” she says. Don’t make big changes before closing day. Any changes to your financial situation “could affect the customer’s ability to qualify,” Luethje says. “If someone purchases a new car or takes out a new credit card, ultimately that is an additional monthly payment that would increase debt ratios and potentially disqualify the customer.” If possible, don’t apply for new credit or put a lot of charges on your credit card while you apply for a mortgage. And if you’re thinking of changing your job, wait until you close. “A job change, especially for FHA loans, can cause a 30-day delay,” Rueth says.What to Do if Your Mortgage Application Is Denied The lender must tell you within 30 days whether your mortgage is approved, and if your application is rejected, the lender must inform you in writing. “If your mortgage application is denied, don’t give up,” Rueth says. “Find out why it was denied and what it will take to get you there.” That might involve going to another lender, she adds. The lender has 60 days to give you the reason your mortgage application was rejected. The reason must be specific. For example, the bank might say your income is too low or you don’t have a long enough employment history. You also have the right to ask the lender for:•  Reasons you received less-favorable terms than you wanted. If the lender offers you a smaller mortgage or higher interest rate than you applied for, the lender must tell you why.•  A copy of the property appraisal. The bank may reject your mortgage if the appraised home value is too low or too high. Make sure the appraisal report includes accurate information about the home, and consider disputing the appraisal if you are not satisfied.•  A copy of the credit reports your lender used. If your application was rejected because of negative information in your credit reports, the lender must tell you. The lender must also provide the name, address and phone number of the credit-reporting company that provided the information.704 Main St. • Macon, MO660-385-2516www.LolliBros.comALTERNATIVE LIVESTOCK & TAXIDERMY AUCTIONSEPTEMBER 21-22-23SEPTEMBER 21-22-23LARGEST SALE OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD!2 HUGE SALE RINGS!LARGEST SALE OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD!2 HUGE SALE RINGS!Wed. 21st  9am: Pink Tag Taxidermy Auction 9am: Nursery Auction Nursery Animals & Pet Shop Birds,  Special Bottle Baby Sale, Llama & Alpaca, followed by RatitesThurs. 22nd 9am: Blue Tag Taxidermy Auction 9am: Bison, Buffalo, Exotic Cattle  (Longhorns, Watusi, Zebu, Yak,   Dexter, Highlanders, Brahma and   other Bovine) Fri. 23rd    9am: Elk & other Deer, followed by  Camels, Zebras, Donkeys, Mini  Horses, African Hoofstock,  Sheep & Goats 



88 Adventure Sports Outdoors | September 2022

BOWFISHING ON A BUDGET
 Welcome to the sport of 
bowfishing! And now it is time to gear 
up! Bowfishing is inexpensive to get 
started, but recently many product 
prices have skyrocketed. Knowing 
what is good and reasonably priced 
will get you on the water without 
breaking the bank. Let’s look at some 
bowfishing gear!

BOWS
 Any bow will work for 
bowfishing. With a few alterations any 
hunting bow you already shoot can be 
used. Simply buy an arrow rest strong 
enough for heavy bowfishing arrows, 
add a reel and get a bowfishing arrow 
or two.
 If you want to buy a bow 
specifically for bowfishing you can 
spend from $200 to over $1000. The 
truth is, they all shoot fish equally 
well. We will stick to the lower priced 
bows that have proven quality. 
 For a compound look to the Muzzy 
Vice for around $225 on Amazon. 
Also be wary of where you purchase 
your bow. The same Vice will cost 
you $100 more at big box outdoor 
sporting goods stores. Another great 
compound bow in the RPM Impact. 
You can find this bow for around $200, 
and currently Bowfishing Extreme 
has it marked down to $189. (www.
bowfishingextreme.com)
An excellent bow that will take as 
many fish as expensive lever bows. 
 If you love recurves your probably 
better off looking for a hunting bow 
of at least 55lbs. Just make sure it 
is tapped for adapters for a front 
stabilizer or side quiver so you can 

mount your reel. Also look for a bow 
with a radius shelf. A radius shelf can 
be covered with velcro and eliminates 
the need for a rest. This is perfect for 
instinctive shooting as it keeps the 
arrow closer to your hand. If you’re 
mainly going for surface feeding 
fish or soft fish like Asian carp you 
can shoot a bow of lower poundage, 
but if you take deep shots or long-
distance shots in the daytime you will 
need a minimum of 50lbs draw. No 
bows currently offered by bowfishing 
manufacturers are strong enough to 
be considered dependable. So, look at 
the Bear Archery line of recurves.

REELS
 There are bowfishing specific 
reels on the market costing close to 
$400. Truth is a $50 reel will work 
just as well or better. Try the Zebco 
808 Bowfisher or Zebco 808 Saltwater 
reel. You can find both of these reels 
on Amazon for around $45. There is 
no reason to listen to the hype and 
spend more on a reel that may not 
even work as well. Pair this up with 

BAI NEWS
by Ed DeVries

GREAT TWO-DAY LABOR DAY 
ESTATE AUCTION

The Following LIVE IN-PERSON AND ON-LINE Auction to be held at the Tumbleson 
Auction Center, 1635 North Main Street, Princeton, IL, located 100 miles West of  

Chicago, Il just off  INT 80, Exit 56, South on Rt. 26. on:
 SUNDAY, SEPT. 4TH & MONDAY, SEPT. 5TH, 2022

TIME: 9:00 A.M. OUTSIDE EACH DAY 
w/ Hayracks & 10:00 A.M. Inside 

**Preview: 8:00 A.M. Day of  Auction**
Preview of  Both Days: Saturday, Sept. 3rd   Time: 4:00-6:00 P.M

Absentee or Live On-Line Bidding on website: www.tumblesonauction.com or Bid Live thru Proxibid

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022
COLLECTION OF DECOYS, LG. GROUP of  CALLS & BOOKS: Approx. 40 Decoys Including 
Dodge, Wilcoxson, Shaw, Destri, Spielman, Charlie Moore, Lester Carringan & Others; LG. Collection 
of  Calls Including RARE Ditto Hard Rubber Crow Call, F.A. Allen, Olt, Faulk’s, Greenhead, Ken 
Martin, Jim Blakemore, Various Turkey Calls, Oscar Guam & Many More! Collection of  Books on 
Hunting, Fishing, Waterfowl- Many by Nash Buckingham; Duck Calling Records
NICE COLLECTION OF TERRY REDLIN FRAMED PRINTS & OTHER PRINTS: Including 6 
Lg. Terry Redlin Prints, 2-Sm. Prints, Plates & Un-Framed Prints; Duck Prints w/ Stamps by David 
Maass, James Killen & Ron Kleiber
2-WILD BOAR MOUNTS
COLLECTON OF OVER 65  FIREARMS: Approx. 48 Long Guns Including 2-Browning Citori’s, 
Ruger Mini 14, Winchester 1873 & Other Winchesters, Remington, Savage, H&R, Stevens, Ithaca, 
Marlin; Approx. 19 Hand Guns: Colt Diamondback 22L, German Luger, S&W, Browning Belgium, 
Berretta, High Standard, Jennings & More!!
VERY LG. LIFETIME COLLECTION OF OVER 250 BB & PELLET GUNS & PISTOLS FROM 
Bob & Deb Fossett, Dixon, IL: Including Daisy, Crosman, Benjamin, Quackenbush & More!  (Some 
Newer in Boxes & Vintage) Daisy Air Rifle Gun Racks & Various Accessories
COLLECTION OF TOY CARS, TRUCKS, PEDAL CARS, TRAINS & OTHERS: Several Smith-
Miller, Buddy L, Century of  Progress Grey Hound Buses, Barber Greene & Heiliner-Model Toys, Fire 
Trucks, Caterpillar, Wyandotte, Marx Honeymoon Special Wind Up, MG Cars, Pedal Cars Including 
Murray Tractor, 2-Cars & Champ Wagon; Wonderbread Truck & Train Ride on Toys & Zephyr Train 
& More! (Please Note: Many Toys have been Re-Painted-Few Original) Various Toy Parts & Decals; 
Collection of  HO Scale Toy Trains, Transformers, Buildings, Accessories & More!

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2022
MODEL T, MERCURY COMET, WILLY’S JEEP, CHEVY TRUCK & CORVETTE, HAULMARK 
TRAILER & 2 BOATS: 1927 Model T-Fully Restored; 1964 Mercury Comet Model 11 2 Door Light Blue 
Coupe; 1948 Willy’s Jeep;  1964  White Chevrolet Stepside Pick Up  Truck; 1978 Chevy Corvette; 2007 
Haulmark Enclosed Trailer w/ Drop Door; 1990 Javelin 396FS Boat w/ Trailer;  1981 Lowe Bass Catcher 
Boat w/Mercury Outboard 40HP Motor & Trailer (Please Note: Vehicles are Not Currently in Running Order) 
LIFETIME  COLLECTION OF WINCHESTER COLLECTIBLES, POCKET AND HUNTING 
KNIVES & OVER 300 STRAIGHT RAZORS From Richard Otto Eldena, IL
ANTIQUE & PRIMITIVE FURNITURE & MANY CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE PIECES From 
Delbert Battles 
GREAT COLLECTION OF STONEWARE & POTTERY PIECES: Including Advertising, 30 Gal 
Redwing, Western, Buckeye, Lowell, Salt Glaze, Macomb & More!  Many Nice Piece Rookwood Pieces
Approx. 20 LLADRO FIGURINES-MOST NIB
STERLING SILVER FLATWARE & MANY PIECES OF STERLING SILVER
KEROSENE LAMPS, FENTON GLASS, MILK BOTTLES, FRUIT JARS, MARBLES, 2-Contemp. 
Slot Machines, Hudson Bay Blankets & More!!!

***ATTEND IN PERSON*** LUNCH STAND***
ABSENTEE BIDDING, PHONE BIDDING & LIVE PROXIBID AVAILABLE!!

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY
PRINCETON, IL

E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852
Auctioneers: TOM & MARY TUMBLESON & TIFFANY FOES & Rob Young, Rock Falls, IL

Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium for This Auction/Cash or Check/ CC Accepted with 5% Fee
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

www.tumblesonauction.com
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Walk in to a very well taken care of home with Front and Back composite Decks - maintenance 
free. Home sits on 2 Lots with 2 driveways - One lot has 2nd garage 24x34 with new siding & 
windows in 2020. Roof on home approx. 10 years old. Area rug in the living room can stay. All 

window treatments can stay. Main floor bathroom has walk in Shower. Carpet in the Bedrooms 
is 4 years old. Open dining area with the Kitchen. All updated Cabinets and marble countertop 
and backsplash. Lighting in the Dining room, Kitchen and downstairs bathroom are Restoration 
Hardware. Stove, Refrigerator, washer & Dryer stay. Mostly finished basement with nice Family 

room that has an electric Fireplace (All the furniture in the basement can stay except 
the artwork). Nice size 1/2 bath downstairs- in the closet under the stairs is the sump pump 
and back up battery. Home also has basement dewatering system. Dehumidifier stays and 

shelves in the furnace laundry room. Seller is offering Home Warranty at closing.

Are you looking for a beautiful 3BR/2BA ranch? Look no further because here it is. This is an 
all-brick ranch which sits in a very desirable N. End location across from the S. Side of Canton 
High School. The laundry is conveniently located in the fully appliance kitchen. All appliances 
in the house will stay but aren’t warranted by the seller. However, the seller is offering a Home 

Warranty to the buyer at closing. Updates within the last 6 years include: Windows, Roof, Gutter 
Guard, C/A, & Furnace. There is a newer walk-in shower in the Master Bedroom. There is a 
beautiful stone gas fireplace in the large living room. Ample storage in the 2 car garage. Per 

the Ful. County Tres. Office an estimated tax amount of $3,765.10 with only an owner-occupied 
exemption. This home is within walking distance to the school, shopping, & Big Creek Park.

Unique cedar home in Wee-Ma-Tuk Hills Subdivision with 3 large lots overlooking lakes. 
3 bedroom, 3 baths. All open with cathedral ceiling and lots of windows and patio door to a 

wraparound deck. Kitchen updated in 2021 with quartz counter-tops and green/gray cabinets. 
Newer stainless appliances that will stay. Walk into the great room with cathedral ceilings and 

room for informal dining. Bedrooms have cathedral ceilings and cedar wood also. 
Full finished walk-out basement with family room and rec room. 

Area 15.10 x 9.1 can be used for 4th bedroom or bonus area. 2 patio doors to patio area. 
The metal roof & garage roof in 2019. Seller is retaining bar.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

300 N 8TH AVE., CANTON, IL 61520 - $155,000

35 LINDEN ST., CANTON, IL 61520 - $169,900

23749 N PAWNEE, CUBA, IL 61427 - $325,000

a Bowfishing Extreme reel seat and 
some bowfishing line and your all set.

LINE
 Bowfishing line is highly 
recommended when using a spinning 
reel. Unfortunately, bowfishing 
companies charge a premium for line 
when it can be found at much lower 
prices on Amazon.
 You can pay $15 for 100ft of 200lb 
line sold by bowfishing manufacturers 
or $30 for 1000 feet of Rimimarku 
line sold on amazon. Same line but 
10X more for twice the price. And if 
you shoot bottle reels you can really 
save. 

ARROWS
 Simple works and simple 
usually costs a lot less. For $12 you 
can choose an Innerloc Propoint or 
Shureshot Penetrator at Bowfishing 
Extreme.  Both quality arrows with all 
the holding power needed.
 Bowfishing is fun! And it doesn’t 
have to cost a lot for quality products!

COPI AT THE STATE FAIR!
 Last month over 3000 people were 
able to sample delicious Copi tacos at 
the Illinois state fair in conservation 
world. All were pleasantly surprised 
how good Copi tastes. Ground Asian 
carp is easy to make and removes all the 
bones. Simply grind it up, heat a skillet 
and add some olive oil then the ground 
fish. Season with your favorite taco or 
fajita seasoning and serve on tortillas 
with shredded carrots, salsa and sour 
cream or onion and cilantro. Tastes great 
and no contaminants! Want to save on 
your food bill? Take up bowfishing and 
fill the freezer with Copi!!

CONGRATULATIONS!
 Congratulations go out to Joey 
High for taking his personal best 58lb 
grass carp last month! Huge Copi!!!!!! 
Also, congrats to Josh Tatman on his 
first ever bowfin!
 Big congrats to Trevor Timmons 
for taking his first ever fish while 
bowfishing! Welcome to bowfishing 
Trevor!



FARM, RANCH, & RECREATIONAL

6,500+ ACRES
SOLD EVERY WEEK

• PROPERTY SYNDICATION PROMOTES TO 1,400 WEBSITES

• NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS REACH OVER 500,000 READERS

• OVER 20 MILLION BRAND IMPRESSIONS PER MONTH

• WE DISTRIBUTE OVER 80,000 LANDLEADER CATALOGS TO HIGH END CLIENTS, 
BUYERS, AND SELLERS EACH YEAR

• OUR PROPERTIES RECIEVE MORE INTERNET MARKETING THAN THE 
COMPETITORS

855BUYDIRT
CONTACT US TODAY

OUR NATIONAL NETWORK SELLS OVER 6,500
ACRES EACH WEEK ACROSS THE NATION
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888-311-LAND
NEW LISTINGS NEEDED!

 Great Time to Sell Your Farm, Hunting Land, Lake Property or Recreational Land! Properties are Selling Fast!
Check our Website to Look at 100’s of Listings

www.legacylandco.com

CALL CABOT BENTON AT 
217-371-2598 TO DISCUSS DETAILS

LEVEL UP YOUR REAL ESTATE SKILLS 
AND SET OUT ON A NEW ADVENTURE 

BY JOINING OUR GREAT TEAM!

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

ROGER ROAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
rroan@legacylandco.com

618-554-7237

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Land Specialist/Agent/ AL, GA

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

BRYAN CLARK
Land Specialist/Broker/CO
bclark@legacylandco.com

970-987-2220

DUSTIN HORTON
Land Specialist/Agent TN

dhorton@legacylandco.com
931-273-5809

GLENN AULT
Principal Broker CO

gault@legacylandco.com
970-379-1462

KYLEIGH SHEEHAN
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

ksheehan@legacylandco.com
217-473-4530

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

URIAH PADDOCK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

upaddock@legacylandco.com
765-585-8420

LEE ANN CLARK
Land Specialist/Agent CO
lclark@legacylandco.com

970-210-6115

DAVE NEU
LLand Specialist/Broker/IL

dneu@legacylandco.com
920-427-2335

JAMES DANIELS
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jdaniels@legacylandco.com
229-886-2929

SETH EDWARDS
Land Specialist/Agent/IN

sedwards@legacylandco.com
765-366-4537

KELLI PINKERTON
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

kpinkerton@legacylandco.com
765-585-1710

CORINA MASTERMAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

cmasterman@legacylandco.com
217-274-1554

JUSTIN GRIMSLEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgrimsley@legacylandco.com
217-508-8615

TARISA TAYLOR
Land Specialist/Agent/IN
ttaylor@legacylandco.com

765-585-5857

AMY LAKAMP
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

alakamp@legacylandco.com
888-311-LAND (5263)

DILLON KNOPP
Land Specialist/Agent/KS

dknopp@legacylandco.com
620-215-1101

CHARLOTTE SQUIRES
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

csquires@legacylandco.com

GREG OTTO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

gotto@legacylandco.com

JOHN LINNEY
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

jlinney@legacylandco.com

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 11 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences
ListHub • Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com

Looking for Experienced Agents in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and Colorado
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ONLINE GUN AUCTION
BIDDING ENDS SEPT. 6 - 12 NOON

Alexander
AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES
MARVIN E. ALEXANDER, CAI, Auctioneer ~ TL9 

239 University Street, Martin, Tennessee  38237
Office:  (731) 587-4244 * Email:  alexanderauctions@frontiernet.net

10% BUYER’S PREMIUM ADDED

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.ALEXANDERAUCTIONS.COM

HANDGUNS:  BFR MAG 45-70 • SMITH & WESSON MD.s 
10, 25-5, 32, 357, 4006, 469, 59,  • REMINGTON 1911, A1 • 
COBRA CB9BB • RUGER BLACKHAWK, SUPER REDHAWK 
454 CASULL • COLT FRONITER SCOUT REVOLVER, POLICE 
POSTIVE SPECIAL, KING COBRA, CA-380 • GLOCK MD.s 42, 
19, 30, 27 • M.A.C. • BERETTA 3032, POCKET, PXR STORM • 
HARTFORD • SIG P238 • NORTH AMERICAN 22 CAL• ROSSI 
• TAURUS MD.s PT111, PT709, PT738, PT745 • DIAMOND 
BACK DB9 • HERTIAGE REVOLVER

COINS:  St. Gaudens • 
Peach Silver Dollars • Silver 
Clad Coins • Paper Money • 
Foreign Coins • Confederate 
Paper Money (REPO)

122 RIFLES, SHOTGUNS, & PISTOLS

RIFLES:
Remington Game Master 760 • 
Winchester • Palmetto Tactical 
• Ruger • Henry Lever • Henry 

AR-7 • Remington 700 .308 
Bolt • Marlin Lever 

SHOTGUNS:
Winchester MD. 97 Pump • 12 GA. 

• Mossberg M930 Tactical • 
H & R • Hatfield SB

AMMUNITION 

90 LOTS OF
RIFLE & PISTOL 

 150 + KNIVES
BROWNING PRO SAFE

 

EVALUATING HABITAT 
DYNAMICS FOR LESSER 
SCAUP ON POOLS 13 AND 19 
OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER
By Lauren Larson

 The lesser scaup (Aythya affinis) 
is a diving duck that migrates through 
Illinois following the Mississippi 
Flyway. The scaup population began 
to decline in the mid-1980s, and 
numbers have not returned to what 
they were before this drop. One 
theory to explain this decline and 
the lack of recovery suggests that a 
decrease in food quantity and quality 
at migration stopover sites may be the 
cause. If female scaup are unable to 

forage nutritionally dense foods, they 
may arrive in the breeding grounds 
with fewer fat reserves and lay fewer 
eggs. 
 Under a Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration (W-200-R-1: Waterfowl 
and Large River Ecology) grant, 
personnel from Western Illinois 
University and Illinois Natural 
History Survey Forbes Biological 
Station collaborated with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. 
Geological Survey biologists to 
evaluate current food availability 
at key stopover areas along the 
Mississippi River (Pool 13 and 
Pool 19). The 2019 and 2020 scaup 
food sampling effort revealed that 

A bed of American lotus (Nelumbo lutea) on 
Pool 19 of the Mississippi River north of Ham-

ilton, IL. Photo courtesy of Lauren Larson. fingernail clams and snails are some 
of the most abundant foods in these 
areas. Also collected were historical 
aerial waterfowl inventory, hydrology 
and aquatic vegetation data which 
were used to better understand how 
the environmental conditions in 
these areas have changed over the 
past four decades. Our methods for 
quantifying vegetation coverage 
utilized Landsat imagery, making 
it possible for biologists to analyze 
coverage quickly and remotely in 
future years.
 A secondary part of this research 
involved conducting controlled 
feeding trials with wild-caught scaup 
to see how they metabolize some 
common foods. Understanding the 

amount of energy derived from these 
foods may help prioritize conservation 
actions as well as explain the effect 
of landscape-level change on 
population dynamics. We measured 
True Metabolizable Energy (TME) 
of amphipods (Gammarus spp.), 
planorbid snails (Planorbidae), 
fingernail clams (Sphaeriidae), wild 

A lesser scaup wearing a harness for catch-
ing excreta. Photo courtesy 

of Lauren Larson.

Sullivan
LAND SALES LLC

Mike

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS SINCE 1979

414 Main ●Carthage, IL 62321
217.357.5252

For complete information go to www.MikeSullivanLandSales.com

26 acres located 2 mi NE
of Nauvoo, Illinois. Timber,
Cropland, Few Buildings
& Beautiful Pond. Great
West Central Illinois Deer
and Turkey Hunting.

78 acres located 2 mi NW
of Tennessee, Illinois or 8
mi W of Macomb, Illinois.
Timber & Cropland with
Excellent Deer and Turkey
Hunting.

AUCTION
August 2 • 10 AM
Hancock County, IL

FR - Nauvoo LLC

AUCTION
August 11 • 10 AM

McDonough County, IL

Rachel Louderman

487 acres located 5 mi NE
of Golden, Illinois. Sells in 6
tracts and includes some
“Class A” tillable farm land
with 134 Productivity Index.
Tracts will all be surveyed.

AUCTION
August 16 • 10 AM
Adams County, IL

Clara White Estate

HANCOCK COUNTY, IL - 123 ACRES
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 - 10 AM

Auction held at the Eagles Club, Carthage, IL
 

Selling 123 acres of level, tillable, Class A farmland. Tract 1 - 40 acres (subject to 
survey) located 3 miles west of Ferris, IL (7 miles northwest of Carthage, IL) on County 

Road 1800N. It is situated in the E1/2 of the E1/2 of the SW1/4 of Section 32, Rock 
Creek Township, Hancock County. Soil types are mostly Virden & Ipava with a 135 PI. 
Tract 2 - 83.21 surveyed acres located 1 mile southwest of Tract 1 in the W1/2 of the 

SE1/4 of Section 6, Prairie Township, Hancock County. Soils are mostly Virden, Ipava & 
Shiloh with a 135 PI. This tract is pattern tiled on 30’ centers.

 
Complete information including Terms, Aerials, Plats, Soil Maps, etc. 

at mikesullivanlandsales.com.
 SCOTT SCHEETZ ESTATE & MICHELLE RENOLDS, SELLERS
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Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated Managing Broker • Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573 • Office: 309-343-1186

115 Lakeview Dr., East Galesburg, IL - $99,900
MLS# CA1013733

Lakefront lot with mature trees that is perfect for building. 
Access to city water, sewer, and electricity available. 

NEW PRICE!

millet (Echinochloa crus-galli) and 
chironomid larvae (Chironomus spp.). 
Any excreta (waste matter) the 
scaup produced after being fed was 
collected with a bag strapped to each 
bird with a body harness (Figure 
2). Average TME (kcal/g[dry]) was 
greatest for wild millet (2.2), followed 
by chironomids (1.81), amphipods 
(1.33), planorbid snails (0.17), and 
fingernail clams (-0.59). These are the 
first TME estimates that have been 
calculated for scaup. They were used 
to estimate current energetic carrying 
capacity in our study areas and will 
also be used to improve the accuracy 
of future food resource evaluations.
 Our carrying capacity estimates 
suggested that both study areas 
contained enough food to support the 
numbers of scaup that stopped there 
in 2019 and 2020. River conditions 

can, however, change rapidly. The 
average yearly discharge of water 
from both dams has gradually 
increased over the last four decades, 
along with the number of days each 
Pool has spent at or above minor 
flood stage in the spring. As larger 
amounts of water move though 
these Pools there is an increase in 
suspended sediment. This sediment 
limits the amount of sunlight that 
reaches submersed aquatic plants 
and affects macroinvertebrates that 
may not be as abundant as fingernail 
clams or planorbid snails but are 
more nutritionally dense.
 Lauren Larson is originally 
from Owatonna, Minnesota. She 
graduated with a bachelor’s in 
Biology from Wartburg College in 
2016 and earned her master’s from 
Western Illinois University in 2021. 

She currently works for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, focusing on 
wetland conservation projects and 
endangered species recovery.
 This story originally appeared 
in OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal 
(OIWJ; Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.
org), an Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources ezine developed 
in collaboration with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project 
W- 147-T).

SHIPPING CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604

MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-247-1639

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x4020 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED A research technician takes a sweep net 

sample of aquatic invertebrates on Pool 13 
of the Mississippi River. Photo courtesy of 

Lauren Larson.

Echinochloa crus-galli, barnyardgrass. Pho-
to by Howard F. Schwartz, Colorado State 

University, Bugwood.org.

More guns show info at www.pcshows.net

* DAVENPORT GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
OCTOBER 1ST & 2ND, 2022

Mississippi Valley Fair Grounds: 2815 
Locust St., Davenport, IA 52804

* DUBUQUE GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH, 2022

Grand River Center
500 Bell St., Dubuque, IA 52001

* PEORIA GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
OCTOBER 22ND & 23RD, 2022

Peoria Expo Gardens: 1601 W. 
Northmoor Rd., Peoria, IL 61614

* ALEDO GUN AND KNIFE SHOW *
NOVEMBER 5TH & 6TH, 2022

Mercer County Fairgrounds
848 17oth St., Aledo, IL 61231

* PEORIA GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
DECEMBER 10TH & 11TH, 2022

Peoria Expo Gardens: 1601 W. Northmoor Rd., Peoria, IL 61614
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
JIM MALOOF/REALTOR

2507 N. Main St.East Peoria, IL 61611
Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

312 Wolf Crossing Dr. - Morton - $651,000
Custom built 4 bedroom, 5 bath home home on 2.38 acres! It is located in Wolf Crossing 

subdivision & combines the peacefulness of country living w/ a touch of neighborhood! Stunning 
masonry on exterior & interior w/ incredible stonework fireplace! The attention to detail will 

capture you as soon as you walk through the door! Call for your private showing!

2122 N. Prichard Rd - Peoria - $139,000
Welcome home to your own country home that sits on a little over 1 acre. Enjoy all of the newly 
remodeled living space that includes: vinyl replacementwindows ‘21 & ‘22, new water lines and 
electrical ran ‘22, HVAC ‘22, Roof’ 12, septic ‘12, recently pumped in the last yr, kitchen flooring 

‘22, carpet ‘19, newly painted andremodeled bathroom. Plus the oversized 2 car garage. 
You will fall in love with this place. Call for your private showing today!

30250 N IL Route 41 - Avon - $185,000
Would you like a home in the country? Would you like to earn income with storage options? 

Do you need room for show animals? This property trulyhas it all and won’t last long in this market. 
Also you will love the convenience of being close to town but will have plenty of room and privacy 
on two acres! The 4 bed 2bath home has tons of potential! All of this, plus a 40x63 storage barn 

with concrete flooring, plus shed! Truly a unique, beautiful country property. 
Schedule your private showing today to see for yourself! SOLD AS IS.

273 Santa Fe Trail - Metamora - $364,900
Immaculate 4 BR, 3 BA, 2-story home that is a hidden gem that is close to all the city amenities 

yet is a secluded wooded retreat! You will fall in love with the amazing pond & wooded views! This 
expansive beauty features striking hardwood floors throughout the main & upper level, living rm, 
& family rm. Open kitchen w/appliances that stay, plus island & tile backsplash. Enjoy the serene 

setting on your back patio, w/ access to the pond that is equipped w/ a handy dock!

LATE RALLY LIFTS KEENEY, 
MODER TO BASSMASTER 
HIGH SCHOOL NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP WIN ON 
LAKE HARTWELL

ANDERSON, S.C. — When Bryce Moder 
researched Lake Hartwell ahead of the Abu 
Garcia Bassmaster High School National 
Championship presented by Academy 
Sports + Outdoors on Lake Hartwell, he 
thought he and partner Reece Keeney 
would be fishing strictly for spotted bass 
in deep water.
 Little did he know it would be the 
duo’s Wisconsin roots that would carry 
them to victory. 
 With a three-day total of 43 pounds, 
1 ounce, the Northeast Wisconsin Bass 
Club anglers claimed the prestigious 
title, with each angler earning a $2,500 
scholarship in the process. After placing 
14th on the first day with 13-5, the now 
high school graduates took over the lead 
on Day 2 with a 16-12 sack before landing 
13-0 the final day. 
 “All the hours in the boat have paid 
off,” said Keeney, a member of the 2022 
Bassmaster High School All-State Team 
presented by Academy Sports + Outdoors. 
“I can’t thank my dad enough for teaching 
me everything I know. To this day he sits 
in the bottom of the boat no matter the 
weather.”
 “This is so special,” Moder added. “I 
just can’t be more thankful and I appreciate 
the good Lord. This is definitely a blessing. 
I never expected to come here and fish 
Wisconsin-style and catch largemouth. It 
was so rewarding. It is my favorite type of 
fishing.”
 With the exception of one spotted 
bass on the first day, the Wolf River system 
natives brought all largemouth to the scales 
this week. Keeney and Moder picked apart 
about a mile of vertical clay bank that had 
brush, current and, most importantly, bait. 
 One particular section of that 
bank with an overhanging tree as the 
predominant cover produced their biggest 
bites each day, including a 5-pounder 
Friday afternoon and another 5-pounder 
with 20 minutes to go on Championship 
Saturday.
 A white Brovarney Baits swim jig 
with a Zoom Speed Craw trailer carried 
them through the first two days while a 

Zoom Horny Toad lifted them to victory 
on Day 3. 
 “The key to the week was there was 
bait in the area,” Keeney said. “The boat 
was sitting in 15 feet of water, and we were 
throwing up to about 8 feet. Early in the 
week, the water was low so you could skip 
a swim jig up under the trees but the water 
came up, so we switched to the Horny 
Toad. But I feel like there was so much 
bait and the fish kept reloading on those 
banks.”
 The first two days of the tournament, 
Keeney and Moder got off to quick starts. 
But on Championship Saturday, the early-
morning bite was nonexistent. 
 “It was superslow,” Keeney said. “We 
struggled all day. We probably didn’t get 
a limit until 12 o’clock. Then we just kept 
culling.”
 Despite the slow start, Moder said 
they knew the bass were still there, they 
just had to keep their baits in the water.
 “They would eat eventually,” Moder 
said. “We didn’t know if the current or 
sunlight was going to affect them, but it 
just panned out and we put our baits in the 
right spots.” 
 As he watched the topwater bite go 
down, the team’s boat captain Josh Keeney 
was amazed by what he was seeing.
 “Watching those fish eat that Horny 
Toad, when the 5 and 6-pounders eat it, it 
is like throwing a bowling ball from a pine 
tree,” Josh said. “They get so aggressive 
and angry. It was fun to watch.” 
 Keeney began his first semester at 

Reece Keeney and Bryce Moder of the 
Northeast Wisconsin Bass Club have won 

the Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Na-
tional Championship presented by Academy 
Sports + Outdoors at Lake Hartwell with a 

three-day total of 43 pounds, 1 ounce. Photo 
by Dalton Tumblin/B.A.S.S.
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Kentucky Christian University this week, 
missing the majority of practice to attend 
his first classes. As a member of the KCU 
fishing team, Keeney said he thinks this 
will give him a lot of momentum heading 
into the college ranks.
 “It gives me a lot of confidence just 
knowing I can compete at the top level and 
win,” he said. “To go into college with an 
open mind and knowing I can compete is 
key.”
 Moder has started his career as an 
operating engineer, but he is thankful for 
his time fishing the High School Series.
 “This is my last tournament and 
I’m going out with a bang,” he said. “I 
never once dreamed of it. Going out with 
a National Championship is something 
else.”
 Using a couple of their Lewis Smith 
Lake techniques, Brady Vest and Brody 
Hopper from Alabama’s Cullman High 
School finished second with 38-11. With 
bags of 13-13, 12-15 and 11-15, the duo 
claimed $2,000 in scholarships each.
  “It was an amazing week,” Hopper 
said. “The second day hurt us, but it was a 
good week.”
 On Day 1, Vest and Hopper found fish 
under the walkways and had a productive 
day throwing a shaky head. But as Day 
2 progressed they discovered they would 
need another pattern to make the final day. 
 “The second day they weren’t under 

the walkways,” Vest said. “We had to find 
something else. We found a school of 
baitfish and started dropping on them and 
caught 12 pounds doing it.”
 Fellow Alabama anglers Chris Fallon 
and Briar Dodson finished in third with 
38-2 with bags of 13-0, 14-11 and 10-7. 
 “It means a whole lot to me to even 
make it here,” Dodson said. “I think 
Alabama is truly the hardest state to qualify 
in. Chris and I fished a state championship 
in 100-degree weather and we made it.”
 The Gardendale High School anglers 
fished a railroad bridge all three days 
of the tournament that they discovered 
had quality bass holding in 4 to 8 feet of 
water during the last hour of practice. The 
presence of bluegill and bait fueled the bite 
and they were able to catch most of their 
bass using a Roboworm.
 “We talked to a bunch of people at 
weigh-in and they mentioned the full moon 
had some of the bream spawning,” Dodson 
said. “There were several bream around 
the bridge.” 
 On the final day, they were forced to 
scramble and fish new water, catching a 
big one in the last hour to improve their 
bag.
 Chase McCarter and Ty Trentham of 
Sevier County High School finished fourth 
and took home the $2,000 Hunter Owens 
Memorial Scholarship for Big Bag of the 
Tournament with their 17-15 Day 1 limit.

Andrew Huber
Broker/Realtor®
(309) 403-1183

ahuber@maloofrealty.com
www.buythedirt.com

Looking for an undeveloped piece of recreational ground that offers serene 
views and possible future building sites? This is the place for you! Take a look 

at this 27 m/l acre piece that offers a private rock drive up to the landing 
zone where trails split off and take you through the property. This tract offers 

wonderful deer hunting throughout and possible building sites. Walk or ride 
through and view “The Park”, which is centered with a beautiful mature oak or 
stroll through the open pasture - home to wildlife or possible future food plots. 

This parcel has never been logged. Don’t miss out on this one!

00 Route 26, Lacon, IL 61540- $269,000

 Along with a ninth-place finish, 
Destin Morales and Samuel Cobb Jr. from 
Livingston Parish High School claimed 
$200 in scholarships for the Big Bass of 
the Tournament, a 7-8 largemouth they 
caught on Day 1. 
 The tournament was hosted by Visit 
Anderson. 
 •  2022 Bassmaster High School Series 

Title Sponsor: Abu Garcia
•  2022 Bassmaster High School Series 

Presenting Sponsor: Academy Sports + 
Outdoors

•  2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Platinum Sponsor: Toyota

•  2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Premier Sponsors: Bass Pro 
Shops, Berkley, Humminbird, Mercury, 
Minn Kota, Nitro Boats, Power-Pole, 
Progressive Insurance, Ranger Boats, 
Rapala, Skeeter Boats, Yamaha

•  2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Supporting Sponsors: AFTCO, 
Daiwa, Garmin, Huk Performance 
Fishing, Marathon, Strike King, Triton 
Boats, VMC

•  2022 Bassmaster High School Series 
Youth Sponsors: Shimano, SPRO

 
About B.A.S.S.
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, events 
and media platforms, is the worldwide 
authority on bass fishing and keeper of 

the culture of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing whenever, 
wherever and however bass fishing 
fans want to use it. Headquartered in 
Birmingham, Ala., the 515,000-member 
organization’s fully integrated media 
platforms include the industry’s leading 
magazines (Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website (Bassmaster.com), TV 
show, radio show, social media programs 
and events. For more than 50 years, 
B.A.S.S. has been dedicated to access, 
conservation and youth fishing.
 The Bassmaster Tournament Trail 
includes the most prestigious events 
at each level of competition, including 
the Bassmaster Elite Series, St. Croix 
Bassmaster Opens Series presented by 
Mossy Oak Fishing, TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Series, Strike King 
Bassmaster College Series presented by 
Bass Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bassmaster 
High School Series presented by Academy 
Sports + Outdoors, Bass Pro Shops 
Bassmaster Team Championship, Yamaha 
Rightwaters Bassmaster Kayak Series 
powered by TourneyX, Yamaha Bassmaster 
Redfish Cup Championship presented by 
Skeeter and the ultimate celebration of 
competitive fishing, the Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic.
 Media Contact: Emily Harley, 
B.A.S.S. Communications Manager, 205-
313-0945, eharley@bassmaster.com
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October 6, 7, 8 & 9, 2022 NEW START TIME 
FOR THURSDAY 

BUY IT NOW STARTS 
WHEN YOU GET HERE! 
BLOW OUT FIRE SALES 

STARTS AT 2PM!

Friday, October 7th
BIG ANTLER AUCTION

BUY IT NOW starts THURSDAY
at 5pm on ALL non cataloged items!

All unmounted antler sales on Friday 
including trophy sheds & racks as well 
as poundage and craft grade antler 

whitetail, moose, elk and fallow. Great 
Selection of big mounted deer heads

Trophy & Poundage!! Our Sales 
Average 6-8 Tons Collectively.

TAXIDERMY & DECOR
AUCTION

Taxidermy Mounts from 
North America & around the world. 

Oddities, curiosities and more. 
Tanned furs, fish mounts, rustic décor, 

log furniture & log home décor, 
antler lighting and more.

SPORTING GOODS &
STONEWARE AUCTION
Starting with collectible sporting goods, 
boats, canoes, 4-wheelers & outdoors 
fun items, antique americana, old west 
cowboy collectibles, Native American 
artifacts, stoneware, crocks, primitives, 

antiques and more!

Saturday, October 8th Sunday, October 9th

ONLINE 
BIDDING 

AVAILABLE! A Public Consignment Auction
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Jackson County Fairgrounds
1212 East Quarry Street • Maquoketa, Iowa

THE RIVERS AND PRAIRIES 
OF NORTHWEST ILLINOIS
By Jerry Hughes

 Ducks Unlimited was recently 
awarded a $1 million North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act grant 
to protect, restore, and enhance 
1,668 acres of wetlands and uplands 
on public and private lands across 
northwestern Illinois. Our efforts 
will target areas within the wetlands, 
floodplains, and upland corridors 
of the Mississippi, Pecatonica, 
Rock, Green, Fox and Illinois rivers 
to provide water quality benefits, 
wildlife habitat and public recreation 
opportunities. Ducks Unlimited 
and its conservation partners (listed 
below) aim to permanently protect 
more than 300 acres of wetlands and 
grasslands, restore more than 400 acres 
of agricultural fields to floodplain 
wetlands, prairies, and oak savanna 
habitats, and enhance more than 800 
acres of existing wetland and upland 
habitats that have degraded due to 
various causes, such as hydrological 
manipulation, insufficient 
management infrastructure and 
vegetation encroachment. 
 The project area is located 
where the landscape transitions 

from the Prairie Hardwoods of the 
Upper Great Lakes with its morainal 
topography of potholes and lakelands, 
southwestward across the glacial 
plain and outwash of the Eastern 
Prairie. With its small rivers and 
riparian corridors coursing through 
a region where row-crop agriculture 
has replaced once vast grasslands 
and oak savannas, these gradually 
growing rivers finally empty into the 
bluff-lined floodplains of the upper 
Mississippi and upper Illinois rivers. 
This landscape provides a wide 
mixture of both wetland and upland 
habitats, though often abutted by 
highly productive agricultural lands. 
Despite this, the diversity of habitats 
found in the 15-county project area 
supports an abundance of wildlife 
throughout their annual life cycles, 
including migrating and breeding 
waterfowl and other wetland-
dependent migratory birds and rare 
species. 
 The project area is located 
near the “top of the funnel” of the 
Mississippi Flyway, where waterfowl 
from across the prairie potholes, 
boreal forest, Arctic tundra, and other 
northern breeding grounds begin to 
slowly gather in increasingly larger 
numbers as they move southward 
through the “neck of the funnel,” the 
confluence region of the Missouri, 
Mississippi, Illinois and Ohio rivers. 
From there, waterfowl disperse out 

across the wintering grounds of the 
Gulf Coast, Mississippi Alluvial 
Valley and other southern wintering 
areas. “The Rivers & Prairies of 
Northwest Illinois” project area 
provides the critical habitat needed 
for these waterfowl, and other 
migratory birds, to replenish nutrients 
and stop-over to rest as they begin to 
gather in increasingly larger flocks 
and numbers for their long southward 
journey. In the spring, these same 
habitats provide not only northward 
migration habitat as the birds begin to 
fan out across the northern breeding 
grounds, but also breeding and 
nesting habitat for those species that 
are summer residents in northwestern 
Illinois. Protection, restoration, and 
enhancement of wetland and upland 
habitats will benefit numerous 
waterfowl species, including 
mallards, blue-winged teal and wood 

ducks, as well as multiple species 
of migratory birds, such as sandhill 
cranes and red-headed woodpeckers, 
and other wetland-dependent species, 
such as the federally endangered 
rusty patched bumble bee and state 
endangered king rail.
 The upper Midwest has suffered 
some of the highest percentages of 
wetland loss in the country, with 
an estimated 85 percent loss in 
Illinois. Equally concerning is that 
recent landscape assessments have 
indicated that important land cover 
types, such as upland forest and even 
agricultural lands, are giving way 
to irreversible urban development. 
Closely correlated, Illinois has 

For vendor info or questions please contact: Mike at 630-254-0221 
or email him at info@mjsportsmansgroupllc.com

KANKAKEE GUN & SPORTSMAN’S SHOW
SEPTEMBER 17TH & 18TH, 2022

OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH, 2022
Hours: Sat 8:00am – 3:00pm • Sun 8:00am – 2:00pm

General Admission: $6.00
Children 12 & under are Free w/paid adult

Show location: Kankakee County Fairgrounds
213 W. 4000S Rd., Kankakee, IL 60901

All federal,

state and local 

laws apply
FREEPARKING

Photo courtesy of Ducks Unlimited
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SELLERS’ MARKET, BEST TIME TO SELL! INVENTORY IS EXTREMELY LOW! CALL US TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY TODAY!

Gaye Lynn Green
Designated Managing Broker/Realtor®

Morton Office: 105 W. Adams St., Morton, IL 61550
Tremont Office: 22200 State Rt. 9, Tremont, IL 61568

WEB: www.gayelynngreen.sunflowerhomes.info.com
EMAIL: gayelynngreen@gmail.com • CELL: 309.657.1774

Allan Green: Realtor (309) 657-7551

6 Scarborough Drive
Mackinaw, IL 61755- $19,900

GREAT LOT TO BUILD YOUR HOME

22454 Illinois Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568 - $150,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

502 NE Jefferson
Peoria, IL - $160,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

NE Adams St.
Peoria, IL 61602 - $269,900

COMMERCIAL LOT

100 Baer Road
Tremont, IL 61568 - $275,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

216 Hidden Brook Dr.
Groveland, IL 61535 - $719,990

STUNNING 5 BD, 4 BATH

1125 W. Virginia Ave., 
Peoria, IL 61604 - $72,500

SOLD

some of the lowest percentages of 
public land ownership in the country. 
Much of the publicly owned land 
in Illinois exists at the southern 
end of the state along the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, which can lie five 
to eight-hours south of the project 
area. The majority of the projects 
proposed under this NAWCA grant 
will provide much needed public 
recreational opportunities, such as 
hunting and fishing, wildlife viewing 
and hiking, across northwestern 
Illinois. Though publicly owned 
lands are relied on heavily by 
wildlife, conservation programs 
focusing only on public lands would 
limit effectiveness across a broad 
landscape. This gives credence to 
robust partnerships with the many 
non-profits in the project area that 
own and/or are expanding their 
wildlife and nature preserve systems. 
By bringing together both the public-
lands and non-profit conservation 
partners with conservation-minded 
private landowners, a larger more 
meaningful partnership can be 
formed to conserve the many small 

wetlands and once vast native prairie 
habitats of “The Rivers & Prairies of 
Northwest Illinois” project area.
  Madelyn McFarland is the 
new Ducks Unlimited biologist 
for northern Illinois and Indiana. 
McFarland will deliver DU’s 
conservation programs across 
the northern tiers of Illinois and 
Indiana, an agriculturally dominant 
landscape that lies in the transitional 
zone between waterfowl breeding 
and migratory habitats. Her time will 
also be spent promoting conservation 
within the Chicago Wilderness Area. 
 This story originally appeared 
in OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal 
(OIWJ; Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.
org), an Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources ezine developed 
in collaboration with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project 
W- 147-T).

 Map courtesy of Ducks Unlimited

16023 Rassi Road, 
Mackinaw, IL 61755 - $575,500

PENDING
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 July 15-17, 2022 saw the return 
of the annual Knap-In at Evergreen 
Lake/Comlara Park, near Bloomington, 
Illinois. It was closed for 2 years because 
of COVID restrictions.  Founded in 1995, 
the initial event saw 120 participants 
from 12 states.  Event coordinator Mark 
McDaniel, one of the founders, explained 
that this Knap-In is held in Central 
Illinois, the third weekend of July at 
Evergreen Lake/Comlara Park, because 
the facility has great camping areas and 
excellent fishing.
 Knappers bring their works 
to display and sell. Highly skilled 
individuals provide instruction to the 
novice knappers. Tools and materials 
used in knapping can be purchased from 
the vendors. Attendees bringing materials 
for identification are schooled by experts 
in the field of Native American Artifacts.
 Despite an initial rainy day, the 
July 2022 event saw 60 participants 
from several states, plus a large public 

participation.  Lunch was provided for 
the knappers and their families. Photos 
from the 2022 event can be found on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2468976629808124/
 Readers wanting more information 
about the 2023 event and other upcoming 
events can contact Event Coordinators 
Mark McDaniel (309-265-8053) and/or 
Ted Snider (309) 338-6933. 

KNAP-IN RETURNS TO
EVERGREEN LAKE
By Richard Lively

Group 1

Cohokia type points.

Wickliffe- September 24, 2022

Readers wanting to learn more about flintknapping and/or Native American 
life skills should consider attending the Wickliffe Mounds Archaeology Day. 
This event is scheduled for September 24, 2022 at the Wickliffe, Kentucky 
site, across the Ohio River Bridge from Cairo, Illinois.  For more information, 
contact Carla Hildebrand, site coordinator by phone at 270-335-3681 or 
by email at carla.hildebrand@ky.gov.  Website for the Wickliffe Mounds 
Historical Site is: https://parks.ky.gov/wickliffe/parks/historic/wickliffe-
mounds-state-historic-site.

Richard Lively watching pints being knapped

More points
Memorabilia of Knap-in

Misc. points.

Joseph Finchen- Cobden Chert for sale.
Joseph Finchen knapped this dovetail point 

from Cobden Chert.

Flint Knapper Perri Smith from Danville, IN provided instruction to 
Clara Jaych from Wisconsin.
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Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

19160 BALDWIN BEACH, HAVANA, IL 21190 CR 1925E, HAVANA, IL

643 CR 500E, WILCOX LAKE990 IL HWY 100, ASTORIA, IL

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

8202 S. HIDDEN POINT ROAD 
GLASFORD, IL • $770,000 A True Hidden Gem! 

Luxury, privacy and wide 
open spaces await in 

this 8500+ sq. ft. home 
on 5.85 acres with a  
private 5 acre pond. 

Fireplaced great room, 
large chef’s kitchen, 2 
laundry rooms, main 

floor master suite plus a 
finished basement with 

2nd full kitchen, bar, 
gym room and family 
room. There’s also a 5 

car heated garage!
5.85  

Acres

Pallardy June 2022 ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/10/22  6:22 PM  Page 1

NEW PRICE!

IDNR TO ACCEPT BIDS FOR AGRICULTURE LEASES 
FOR 2023-2026

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) will accept sealed bids 
this fall for approximately 40 
agricultural lease contracts for 
crop years 2023-2026.
 The IDNR utilizes agricultural 
leases as a tool to support wildlife 
populations and recreational 
opportunities at sites owned or 
managed by the agency. The leases 
developed under this program 
will promote ecologically sound 
agricultural practices to improve 
soil health, minimize soil erosion, 
improve water quality and reduce 
chemical impacts to benefit wildlife 
populations and their habitats. 
 IDNR sites with leases open 
for bid will be publicly announced 
on BidBuy, the State of Illinois’ 
eProcurement system. A non-

mandatory vendor conference will 
be conducted for each open lease 
with details included in the public 
notice.
 Currently, all bidders must 
register with BidBuy to be eligible 
to enter into a contract with the 
state. To register, please go to 
the following link: https://www.
bidbuy.illinois.gov/bso/. When 
asked for a NIGP code, enter 944-
00 (Farming and Ranching) and 
944-48 (Hay Farming). Other 
codes are 944-34 (Corn Farming), 
944-76 (Soybean Farming), 944-
38 (Crop Farming NEC and Grain 
Farming NEC).
 Once registered in BidBuy, 
prospective bidders will be notified 
by email when any agricultural 
lease bid openings are posted. 
Prospective bidders will need to 

download and print the necessary 
forms from the BidBuy website, 
https://www.bidbuy.illinois.gov, 
prior to the vendor conference.
 In accordance with state and 
federal law, the State of Illinois does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, 

age, physical or mental disability, 
sexual orientation or any other 
protected category in employment, 
contracts or any other activity.
 For more information, visit 
https://bit.ly/IDNRaglease or use 
the contact information listed for 
each lease in BidBuy.

Please send Please send 
us your hunting & us your hunting & 

fishing photos!fishing photos!
Email to: Email to: 

asoandyb@gmail.comasoandyb@gmail.com
or text them to: or text them to: 

309.437.2247309.437.2247
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THE CURRENT LAND MARKET IS HOT!
WE HAVE ACTIVE BUYERS WAITING FOR YOUR 

PROPERTY NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL.

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

THE LAND SPECIALISTS AT ACRE PRO ILLINOIS 
FARM AND REC LAND ARE HERE 

TO HELP LEAD THE WAY 
FOR YOUR IN ALL YOUR BUYING /SELLING NEEDS

BRAD BELSER
(309) 231-1449

Brad.belser@acrepro.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777

Jim.ferguson@acrepro.com

PAUL MCADORY JOHN DEERE 
TRACTOR COLLECTION AUCTION

LLC
AUCTIONS

Brent Schmidgall
MS Lic. #1695 • (309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
MS Lic. #1696 • (309) 696-9019

SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 AT 10:00 AM
Auction Location: 2030 Mount Pisgah Rd. Noxapater MS 39346

After Years of collecting 
Paul has decided to sell his 

John Deere collection. 
Very nice collection of over 

90 older restoration tractors.
Online bidding with Proxibid

For more information on the tractors and sale visit 
https://www.auctionzip.com/Listings/3711375.html

AUCTION TERMS: Cash, good check, or credit card day of auction 4% credit card fee. 
Not responsible for accidents or articles after sold. Announcements made day of 
auction take precedence over all printed material. All items sold as is where is.

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

www.BrentSchmidgallAuctionService.com
www.CalKaufmanAuction.com

so? Does it seem to you that it’s new for 
him? Know your dog, so you can address 
things in the priority they deserve. Don’t 
put a patch on a problem that has shown 
you that it will keep coming up through 
inadequate maintenance.

Hypothetical problem
 “My dog is always looking for a 
way out of the water on water blinds, 
especially at a distance.” There are a 
number of ways to look at this problem, 
especially when it is occurring during 
the running of a water blind. Of course 
you will want to work toward a solution 
at that time, as well you should. But, 
this problem keeps coming up, even 
though you feel you are dealing with it 
consistently. Let’s see if your approach 
is actually dealing with a cure for the 
problem, or if your treatment of it is only 
addressing it superficially.
 As your dog progresses toward 
the end of a water blind, the line to it 
takes him closer to a distant shoreline, 
and, as expected, he begins to gravitate 
toward the shore. You can really feel the 
influence growing because the closer 
he gets to the shoreline the less course 
correction he yields with each cast. He 

may even begin to be more sluggish 
about stopping to the whistle, even 
though you’re certain he still hears it.
 Your response to what is happening 
might typically be to give bigger casts 
away from shore; casts that are more 
straight “over” instead of casting the dog 
literally toward the fall. You may also 
wait a little longer to cast the dog after 
stopping him in order to heighten his 
focus. You may even stop the dog and call 
him toward you before re-stopping and 
casting him onward again. All of those 
things are good handling techniques that 
can improve the dog’s relationship to the 
fall. They are all things a good handler 
does to help his or her dog to succeed at 
a blind.
 Succeeding at blinds does not 
constitute a solution to shoreline 
suction, although upholding standards 
has beneficial effects. The problem you 
continue to see in your dog has a source. 
It is that source you need to address or 
the problem will keep continue to be a 
large and nagging one.
 If chronic headaches are caused 
by a problem with a blood vessel, only 
repairing the blood vessel in some 
definitive way will solve the problem. 
Pain relievers will merely help you 
to live with the problem for a while, 

masking symptoms. All too soon the pain 
relievers won’t be able to help anymore. 
You need a real cure.
 This dog that wants out of the water 
at a distance will continue to want out 
sooner and sooner until the real problem 
is addressed. This dog has preconceived 
notions that tell him it’s faster and easier 
to run on land, and that he still lacks 
any responsibility to follow a standard 
of performance that requires him to 
take direction as given, whether on land 
or in the water. A solution for this will 
be a program that replaces his current 
mindset with one that dictates a different 
standard, and promotes a changed inner 
desire in the dog toward compliance.

Simplify
 Break the work down into a simple 
focused form, and repeatedly expose 
the dog to the standard of behavior 
responsible for a more consistent 
desirable result. If you have ever 
wondered why the term “drill” comes 
up so much in dog training these days, 
you have just discovered an answer. 
Drills offer repeated exposure to focused 
concepts in training. As dogs repeat 
any specific concept in their work they 
develop and deepen habits of behavior. 
That also makes drill work a great way 

to cure bad habits by literally replacing 
them with good habits.
 Start your drills with a simple, easy 
standard. Short distances help to keep 
control of the dog low key, and allow 
the dog to succeed easily at the focus of 
the drill. Gradually extend distance to 
deepen the new habit by extending and 
deepening skill levels, like holding a 
straight line in water in the presence of 
a tempting shoreline. This can be done 
by running many cheating single marks 
with diagonal shoreline exits, and/or 
Tune up drills that have numerous water 
blinds with varying degrees of diagonal 
exit, at slightly increasing distances. 
These exercises promote a solid standard 
of not falling for shoreline suction. By 
strengthening the core skills involved, 
your dog can soon return to full-scale 
fieldwork with his new sound habits 
intact, requiring far fewer corrections. 
Further, he will have experienced so 
much success that his attitudes toward 
the standards he once resisted will have 
softened considerably.
 This same philosophical approach 
can be applied to myriad other training 
problems. Drill work is the very essence 
of attrition, and tends to produce 
outstanding results. Good training!

Cause and Effect . . . cont.
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801.352.1458www.excelboats.com

Improved Floor design | eliminates Water Retention | Decreases Total Weight  

a tapered chine 
provides unparalleled 
turning capabilities. 

The F4 step-deck 
allows you to 

effortlessly climb 
in-and-out of the boat 

and serves as a 
vantage point for your 

retriever.

SPECIALIZING IN FARMS,  
HUNTING LAND, WATERFRONT  
& RURAL HOMES

LandGuys.com | 

INNOVATIVE MARKETING & TECHNOLOGY 
LandGuys industry setting media and platform showcases 
each property to its fullest by using professional photos, 
aerial videos and immersive 3D content.

COMPELLING PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY 
We produce high-quality professional  
photography and video, which is important  
for a positive impact on potential buyers.

RESPONSIVE BROKER 
Communication is key with buyers and sellers. We pride 
ourselves on a quick response time via call, text, or email.

 MAXIMUM EXPOSURE  
Your property will be on LandGuys’ industry best website, 
YouTube, Landwatch, Lands of America, Land & Farm, 
LandBroker MLS, REALTORS® Land Institute,  
Local Multiple Listing Service (MLS), REALTOR®,  
Zillow, Realtor.com, Trulia, Homes.com.

HASSLE-FREE LISTING PROCESS 
FOR OPTIMAL RESULTS

LOCAL EXPERTISE  
WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN
©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
Western Illinois Land Broker
309.221.1764 
matt@landguys.com

Matt is an experienced Land Broker and REALTOR® 
that has been selling real estate for almost 10  
years. His integrity, work ethic, and knowledge  
with everything real estate is an asset to his clients. 
When you work with Matt, you will learn that he is 
genuinely honest and fair with every client he 
meets and will work diligently in helping the  
client achieve their goal.
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & Custom 
Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
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•	We pay direct 
sawmill prices for 
standing timber with 
no middle man!

•	Our diverse export 
markets enable us to 
pay excellent prices 
for high grade  
veneer trees.

•	Get your timber 
appraised now  
for harvest this 
summer/fall.

Walnut Timber Buyers
We’ve opened a state of the art

Sawmill to better serve our clients.

We pay top market prices for all grades of trees in your timber!

 No middle man, minimum footprint, maximum profit! 

309-369-9524
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com

Find out what your timber is worth. Get a free 
appraisal from one of our licensed timber buyers!

N26G


