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TRUCK BED & ACCESSORY SPECIALISTS

www.kgmequipmentsolutionsil.com

8699 Arenzville Road
Beardstown, IL 62618

(217) 323-4548

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

INCLUDE:

• Welding Service

•  Truck Bed Sales and 

Installation

•  Truck Tool Box and 

Storage Installation

•  Truck Bumper and 

Lighting Installation

•  Trailer Sales and 

Service

•  Sandblasting Truck 

Frames, Trailers

We Offer Martin 
Aluminum 
Customizable 
Service Bodies. 
For more info 
call us at 
217-323-4548!
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10 YEARS
RECREATIONAL LAND MANAGER

9+ YEARS
AS A LAND BROKER 

83% GROWTH
IN SALES VOLUME FROM 2019-2022

A LIFETIME
OF NETWORKING IN  

FULTON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Prior to real estate Matt managed 3,000 acres 
of private land. He has extensive knowledge 
in habitat management, wetland design and 

development. He still uses this knowledge  
to help clients improve their land.

With over nine years in real estate, Matt Cox knows 
that each transaction is unique and his experience 

enables him to help navigate both sellers and 
buyers through all stages of the transaction.

Matt specializes in hunting land, farms,  
waterfront and rural homes. He has become  

the LandGuys “in-house” expert for  
waterfowl properties.

Matt has built a deep local network  
in Fulton county and surrounding  
counties that is integral for both  

buyers and sellers.

OUR PASSION & EXPERIENCE 
GET SELLERS RESULTS

LandGuys.com | 

LOCAL EXPERTISE WITHIN REACH

LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC is licensed in IL, IA, WI & TN

©2022 LandGuys, LLC | 4331 Conestoga Dr., Springfield, IL 62711 | 217.899.1240 LG123

MATT COX
WESTERN ILLINOIS LAND BROKER
309.221.1764 | matt@landguys.com

Matt Cox

309-333-2177
Custom Logging, Land Management 

& Habitat Rehabilitation
“We log for you on your terms!”

We are now scheduling free timber estimates for the 2022 tree harvest season!

HABITAT REHABILITATIONHABITAT REHABILITATION
Strategic habitat consultation & planning • Biodiversity Recovery

Wildlife Conservation • Environmental Protection • Post Fire Regeneration
Landscape Restoration • Strategic good plot planning services

CUSTOMIZED LOGGINGCUSTOMIZED LOGGING
•  Selective Tree Cutting (Market Desired Trees at 

this time include: White Oak & Walnut)
• Contractual Timber Work
• Free Timber Appraisals 
• Forestry Improvement Recommendations
•  Partnered export companies can provide options 

to have your timber bought STANDING (contract 
requirements with this option)

LAND MANAGEMENTLAND MANAGEMENT
•  Sustains productivity & longevity of timber
•  Strategic Maintenance planning can and will 

assist in the allocation of your land resources
•  Post tree harvest restoration services available
• Invasive Species Control
• Water Resource Management
•  Eco-tourism projects (for example strategic 

trail mapping & land development)

AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! AT THIS TIME WALNUT TREE VALUES ARE AT AN ALL TIME HIGH! 
CALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATECALL US TODAY TO SET UP A TIMBER WALK & ESTIMATE



THE ULTIMATE PLATE, ALL-WELDED, ALUMINUM BOAT

ALL-WELD, CUSTOM-DESIGNED PLATE BOATS
WORK & FISHING BOATS

Jon Boat • Flat Bottom • V-Hulls • Model Bow
Tunnel Hull • Aluminum & Steel Trailers • Landing Craft

OQUAWKA DEALERS:
Ferris Boat & Motor

 Savanna, IL • 815-273-1150

Ted’s Boatarama
Rock Island, IL • 800-540-3254

J&J Marine
Quincy, IL • 217-223-1716

Quillers Outboard
Hamburg, IL • 618-232-1218

OQUAWKA BOATS & FABRICATION, INC.
1312 East State Hwy 164, Oquawka, IL 61469

SUZUKI • EVINRUDE • HONDA
EXPERT BOAT MAKERS

(309) 867-2213 • www.OquawkaBoats.com
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IRSA Annual Sighting-In Day

GET “ZERO-ED”
Saturday 

OCTOBER 15, 2022
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Ranges 2, 3, 5, and 6

The ISRA Range
1589 N. 7000 West Rd.

Bonfield, IL 60913

Come out to the ISRA Range near 
Kankakee and sign-in your shotgun, 
rifle, pistol, muzzleloader or bow. 

Archery range is available!

•  $10.00 per firearm or bow: Includes 
targets for rifles, handguns, 
muzzleloaders, shotgun, slugs, 
shotguns and bows.

•  Shotgun cost includes use of 
patterning board. You must use trap 
loads on the patterning board.

•  No ammunition is available on 
premises.

• Gunsmithing services are available.
•  It is recommended that you bring at 

least 25 rounds of ammo for each 
firearm.

•  ISRA or Range membership is not 
required. However, you are welcome 
to join that day.  So come on out!!!

For more information, including directions 
to the range, visit: www.isra.org or call 

the ISRA office at 815.635.3198. 
On the day of the event please call the 

ISRA range at 815.939.1909.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
FREE PARKING
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PHOTOS WITH ASO!

Email: asoandyb@gmail.com    
READ ASO ONLINE!

ASOMagazine.com 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY ON PG. 6!

Deadline for ASO editions is the
10th of each previous month. 

Please send only digital media files. 

Published by ABEAM, LLC. ABEAM, LLC is not responsible 
for any injury received as a result of information or advice given. 

Contents do not reflect the opinions of ABEAM, LLC.

©Copyright 1994
Published monthly by: ABEAM, LLC

Editorial, Subscription 
and Advertisement Office:

ANDY BUGOS
309-437-2247

asoandyb@gmail.com
201 Gloria Parkway

Washington, IL 61571
(309) 925-HUNT (4868)

Call Toll Free: (877) 778-HUNT(4868)

Ad Creation & Layout
MISSY WALKER

missywalker1974@gmail.com
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15% OFF 
ALL RED WINGS!

Also Safety Toe Styles From Rockport, 
Florsheim,Thorogood, Ironage, Reebok

Style #912  
6” Leather Upper 
Electrical Hazard

Style #435 
Waterproof 
Oil/Slip Resistant

MOSER’S
Quality Shoes Since 1918

2027 S.W. Adams St., Peoria, IL • (309) 674-4400   
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm • Sat. 9am-4pm

www.MosersShoe.com

Gebby’s
Family Restaurant
736 E. War Memorial Dr.

Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 685-7811

DAILY HOMEMADE
LUNCH SPECIALS

Serving

Breakfast
and

Lunch
6 A.M. to 2 P.M.

ON THE COVER:
Josh, Carson and Avery 

Koporwitz with a nice buck 
from the 2021 Season. 

Thanks to Eastside Marine 
for sharing the great photo.
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DRAKE’S BAR
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! • ICE COLD BEER! 

Lawndale, IL

WATCH ASO TV • Saturday, October 29 at 5:30pmWATCH ASO TV • Saturday, October 29 at 5:30pm
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$

$239512 BIG Issues! only
DON’T MISS AN ISSUE!

Call Toll-Free 1-877-778-HUNT(4868)
or mail payment & form to: ASO, 201 Gloria Parkway, Washington, IL 61571

 September was whirlwind. First 
my buddy and I started off with a 
dove hunt at Jim Edgar Panther Creek 
State Fish and Wildlife area. For the 
first	 time	 in	 several	 years,	 we	were	
able to draw a permit for September 
4th. It would have been great to draw 
on	 the	 first	 two	 days,	 but	 this	 was	
going to be the second time this set 
of	fields	had	been	hunted	this	season.	
We were excited after seeing the kill 

sheets and had a great plan in place 
to get one of the locations that had 
limited out on September 2nd. Field 
six had everything you could want 
for	dove	hunting.	They	had	a	filed	of	
wheat which had been harvested and 
then	burned.	A	sunflower	field,	corn	
field	and	even	a	field	of	alfalfa.	
 Now I am not always very lucky, 
so we had a choice of one ball or two 
since we were both on the permit. We 
chose two to help with our odds and 
we were hoping this would give us 
a good chance to be out of the hat in 
the	first	ten	draws.
 The drawing began at ten and 
the	first	couple	of	numbers	were	read	
off.	 Of	 course,	 the	 first	 group	 took	
the	first	two	flags	we	wanted	and	as	
they	continued	to	draw	the	first	four	
out of hat all took a spot that I was 
wanted to go. I looked at my buddy 
Al and said, “we better draw soon, or 
we will be sitting in no man’s land”. 
Sure enough, the next number called 
was 37 and that happened to be Al’s 
number. We were excited to say the 
least. We were able to grab a couple 
of good stakes, so we left the drawing 

and	headed	for	the	field.	We	couldn’t	
shoot for a couple of more hours, but 
I wanted to get some footage for the 
TV	Show	 and	 be	 ready	 for	 the	 first	
flight	of	doves	when	they	arrived.	
	 We	picked	a	couple	of	flags	that	
were almost the farthest walk from 
the parking lot. As we made our 
way	across	the	burnt	wheat	field,	we	
continually were kicking doves out of 
the	field.	Our	excitement	grew	even	
more. We set up our dove decoys and 
Al had a spinning wing dove he set 
out and then it was time to wait. 
 One thing that surprised me was 
we	 were	 in	 the	 field	 over	 an	 hour	
before we even saw one person in the 
parking lot. We continued to watch 
the	 doves	 fly	 all	 over	 the	 field	 just	
waiting for noon so we could start 
flinging	steel.	As	noon	arrived	 there	
was probably only half the people in 
the	field,	 and	 I	asked	 the	gentlemen	
behind me if this was normal. He 
stated that a lot of the locals who 
hunt here will draw in and go home 
for a couple of hours and then hit the 
field	and	3pm	–	5pm.	One	thing	that	
was nice is if someone wasn’t at their 

stake by 3pm you could take that spot 
if you like. When someone would kill 
out	and	leave	you	could	just	move	to	
that location. In other state areas that 
I have hunted that was not the case. 
 As noon hit the dial, the shots 
started ringing out, and of course all 
of the shooting was coming from a 
couple	 of	 the	 stakes	 that	 went	 first	

Cocoa waiting patiently for 
the first teal of the year.



 FIND SUPER LOW PRICES ON ALL TIRES!  
TIRE PURCHASE PRICES INCLUDE INSTALLATION, ROAD HAZARD 

& LIFETIME TIRE ROTATION. FULL SERVICE GAS! 

“Your Small Town Full Service Station”

Route 9, next to CITGO in Tremont, IL  
309-925-2251  •  gibby@dpc.net

TREMONT OIL COMPANYTREMONT OIL COMPANY
TREMONT OIL FEATURES:

PROFESSIONAL, DEPENDABLE, 
FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE WITH 

VERY REASONABLE PRICES.
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LancasterArchery.com • 717-394-7229 
2195-A Old Philadelphia Pike (Rt. 340) Lancaster, PA 17602

Area’s Largest Archery Showroom,  
Advice from TechXPerts™  
and Try Before You Buy!

Indoor & Outdoor Ranges,  
Techno-Hunt, and  

Beginner to Advance Classes.

on the draw. There was a man and 
woman hunting those two stakes and 
it	was	her	first	ever	dove	hunt.	They	
shot	 pretty	 consistently	 for	 the	 first	
couple of hours and then I noticed 
them	 walk	 out.	 I	 figured	 they	 had	
their limit, but when I checked the 
kill sheets it said he had harvested 
one and she harvest none. I was quite 
surprised. I asked someone if they 
knew why they left and they said yes. 
They came with three boxes of shells 
and ran out. 
 As the day progressed, I was 
getting a little discouraged. It was 
now	 2pm	 and	 I	 hadn’t	 fired	 a	 shot.	
I watched the gentlemen across 
from me shoot several doves and 
all I could do was wish it was me. 
Finally,	 around	 three	 I	 had	my	 first	
shot and of course I would miss. 
Unfortunately, that would be my only 
real chance on the day. We literally 
saw doves most of the day, but one 
thing	was	for	sure	is	they	figured	out	
where was safe and where it was not 
safe. They would come over the corn 
fields	and	run	right	down	the	middle	

of	 the	 fields.	 Most	 shots	 that	 were	
taken from others were 45 – 55 yards 
out and not an easy harvest. We 
watched as many would empty their 
guns, and right on down the line the 
dove went with shot after shot going 
by him. Then he would escape out of 
the	field	and	no	less	for	the	ware.	
 On the bright side I did get to 
watch a couple of guys who could 
really shoot. The gentlemen across 
the	 field	 from	 me	 was	 sitting	 on	
the	 corner	 of	 a	 corn	 and	 sunflower	
field	and	 those	 seem	 to	be	 the	only	
locations that were consistently 
producing decent shots. The guy 
across from me ended with ten birds 
and he only shot 18 times. That’s a 
pretty good average! 
 One thing I have to say is the 
people who work at Jim Edgar 
Panther Creek State Fish and 
Wildlife Area really know how to 
put	together	some	great	dove	fields.	
They are consistently in the top 
three of the state, and when you 
are	 there,	you	 see	why.	Their	fields	
are pristine. They really take their 

setup to a different level than any 
other state site I have hunted. I did 
ask them why their setup seem to be 
so much better than other state sites 
and he said they follow the Missouri 
Department of Conservation Dove 
Program. I’m thinking every site 
should follow in their footsteps as 
much as they can. It does help the 
park	is	16,500	acres.	I	just	wish	there	
was more opportunities like this for 
Illinois hunters.
 Well, my dove hunting didn’t go 
as planned. I wasn’t able to shoot a tv 
show with no footage of harvest, so 
I thought to myself, next weekend is 
opening of teal season maybe I will 
get lucky, and our club will have a 
few teal. 
 As the weekend neared, I took a 
drive down to our duck club to see 
what the conditions were and if we 
had any teal. I didn’t see any teal at the 
club, but as grown up as everything 
was, I am not sure you could see them. 
I set up a plan for opening day of teal 
and called my friends to see who was 
in for anther adventure. Of course, 

Tim and Al are always up for a duck 
hunt so we decided we would duck 
hunt	in	the	morning	and	finish	putting	
in the food plots in the afternoon. 
 Opening morning arrives and we 
set out for the duck grounds. When 
we arrive to the spot that I wanted 
to hunt there was no water. I was 
confused. There has been water there 
for two years, now all of the sudden 
it was gone. One of our valve tubes 
was closed so it really didn’t have a 
way to escape. We walked about 50 
yards until we found the water. Tim, 
Al, Cocoa, and I set up the decoys 
and were ready for the teal to arrive. 
 About 15 minutes before 
shooting time the wood ducks started 
to leave the grounds. Last year we 
had hundreds of woodies around at 
this time, but this year we only saw 
40-50 wood ducks. We still have a 
long time before the opener at the end 
of October, but we usually hold a fair 
amount of wood ducks all summer. 
 As shooting time arrived, we 
continue to watch a few woodies, 
mallards, gadwall, and some divers 



926-6901
Stop in For a Cold One This Upcoming Season!

MARIETTA TAP
Hours: M-F @ Noon • Sat @ 10am • Open Sundays

“Where good friends & good times get together”

 Your Friendly Neighborhood Tavern… 
 Where It’s Easy To Enter…But Hard To Leave. 
 We Feature The Best Drinks In Town & The Coldest Beer Around!

112 W. Coal St. • Marietta, IL 61459
Eddie & Lorrie

Black Top Inn
10956 N. Manito Rd., Manito, IL  •  309-545-9980

Home of the 1/2 pound Burger, Ice Cold Beer & Good Spirits!

Andy’s Chronicles . . . cont.
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D & D ENTERPRISESD & D ENTERPRISES
METAL RECYCLERSMETAL RECYCLERS

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES ON ALUMINUM, 
COPPER, IRON & TIN

LOCATED ON ROUTE 100, JUST NORTH OF BEARDSTOWN, IL

Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008Owner Don Large: 217.323.3008
OPEN MON-FRI: 8AM - 4:30 PM • SAT: 8AM - 12 NOON

1470 Spring Bay Rd. • East Peoria, IL  61611
(309) 822-8146 • www.peoriaskeetandtrap.com

flying	 over	 the	 duck	 ground	 but	 no	
teal early on. It was probably about 5 
minutes into shooting time when the 
first	 shot	 rang	 out	 across	 the	 river.	
Usually, the river will shoot them for 
an hour or so and then they tend to 
make it our way once they get sick of 
dodging steel over there. 
 We were sitting there and all of 
the sudden three teal buzz our heads 
and are long gone before we could 
even put our hands on our guns. As 
the day progressed, we saw a couple 
of	groups	of	three	flying	around	but	
they were all going to the same place, 
and unfortunately, I can no longer 
hunt	 there	 so	we	 just	 had	 to	watch.	
All together we saw about 2 dozen 
teal but nothing that was close except 
for the three that buzzed our heads. 
I wasn’t discouraged, actually I was 
encouraged that there were at least a 
few teal around. After a few hours of 
teal hunting, we decided it was time 
to	finish	up	our	food	plots.	
 Over the last couple of years, we 
have struggled to get our food plots 
in. Where we hunt is a very low-lying 
area, and when the beavers take over, 
we end up with a swamp that covers 
75	 acres.	 This	 makes	 it	 difficult	 to	
get in with our equipment to get the 
ground worked or even get the weeds 
killed off. This last winter we had a 

nice young trapper come in and he did 
an	excellent	job	of	getting	rid	of	the	
beavers. He didn’t believe me when I 
told him there were 33 beavers taken 
out of there over a two-year period. 
He looked at me like I was nuts but in 
the end, he realized we have a beaver 
heaven. If I remember correctly, he 
took another 13 out of there in a short 
amount of time last winter. After he 
finished,	we	were	able	to	get	a	small	
backhoe in there to remove the dams. 
This allowed our grounds to dry this 
spring and summer better than it has 
in ten years. 
 Two weeks before, our friend 
had sprayed all of the food plots, so 
it was time for us to cast our seed 
and mow the dead grass. We have 
about three acres total of food plots, 
so this was going to take awhile to 
broadcast the seed and for us to get 
it all mowed with our little tractor. 
Luckily, we had a beautiful fall like 
day to get this all accomplished. 
After about six hours of work, we 
had all our food plots planted and 
mowed and all we needed now was 
some rain and sunshine.
	 When	 we	 finished	 the	 food	
plots, we decided we should come 
teal hunting on Sunday and go to 
one of our blinds to hunt a couple of 
hours and do some maintenance on 
the blind to get ready for the opener 
at the end of October. One of the 

reasons we fought so hard to get 
the food plots down was they were 
calling for a good amount of rain 
on Sunday. We thought going to our 
blind would help us stay out of the 
rain and if there were no birds, we 
could	just	get	the	blind	ready.	
 As Sunday rolled around it was 
just	 going	 to	 be	 me	 and	 my	 friend	
Al. Everyone else had other plans so 
it	was	 just	going	 to	be	 the	dynamic	
duo at it again. We arrived Sunday 
morning to a very dark ominous sky. 
I looked at Al and said, “Is this going 
to be another one of these crazy 
adventures that we regret in a couple 
of hours?” We chuckled and loaded 
the four-wheeler, then headed to the 
duck grounds. When we stopped to 
unload, we could hear the rain on 
the	 other	 side	 of	 the	 grounds,	 just	
pouring. We looked at each other 
and were like we made it this far, we 
are not turning around now. As we 
walked to the blind, I noticed there 
was not much water again. We were 
on the other side of the duck grounds 
from where we were before. This 
was usually the deepest area we have 
and if there is water at one end then 
there should be six inches to a foot 
at the other. As we continued to get 

closer to the blind, my big butt was 
getting tired and soaked. Between the 
rain, waders, and being out of shape, 
I was not having a good morning. I 
told Al to go ahead and see if there 
is water by our blind. A few minutes 
later I hear, “Don’t come over here 
this mud is not good”. I don’t think 
I have ever heard Al say that but 
one other time, and we were waist 
deep in the smelliest mud in North 
Dakota a few years ago. I yelled out, 
“I am out heading back to the truck”. 
For once he actually agreed. So we 
headed back to the truck defeated, 
wet, muddy and down right cranky. 
My dads favorite saying was, “You 
are the master of disaster”. I hear it 
every time I screw something up. 
 If you are local to the Central 
Illinois area, check out Adventure 
Sports Outdoors TV Show as I 
have been hosting the last couple of 
months and I am looking forward to 
bringing you a duck hunting show 
from North Dakota at the end of 
the month. The date and time of the 
show is on the bottom of the front 
cover for reminder. 
 Until next month. May your 
sunrises and sunsets be magical!

COME OUT AND HAVE SOME SHOOTING FUN AT PEORIA 
SKEET & TRAP’SNEW 5 STAND WITH LAPORTE TRAPS.

NOW OPEN TO PUBLIC

CLUB HOURS: 
THURSDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 11:00 – 4:00

REGISTERED ATA TRAP SHOOT OCTOBER 2ND



OPEN 11:00 a.m. DAILY • Closed Sundays
Pub Hours: Mon-Wed til Midnight • Thurs-Sat til 2:00 a.m.

Kitchen Hours: Mon-Thurs til 10:00 p.m. • Fri-Sat till 12:00 a.m.

State and Water in the Old Quarters on Peoria’s Riverfront
309-673-6000 • www.kellehersirishpub.com Covering your investments with custom canvas • Service since 1972

Boat Covers • Awnings • Enclosures
Roll-Up Garage Door Screens

Room Dividers • Custom Projects
1/2 mile west of Arthur on Route 133

Mon-Fri 7:00 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 7:00 am - Noon
(Closed Sundays)217.543.3007

KELLY SEED & HARDWARE CO.
Wildlife Plot Mixes • Wildlife Plantings • Deer Clovers 
Buckwheat  • Japanese Millet  • Proso & Pearl Millet

Sorghum • Sunflower Seed
~ NICE SELECTION OF PRAIRIE GRASSES FOR FILTER STRIPS ~

202 Hamilton • Peoria, IL • (309) 674-0368

BIRD SEED, FEEDERS, HOUSES & BATHS

Grandma’sGrandma’s
RECIPESRECIPES

ELLEN COURTNEY

CHICKEN FRIED DOVE BREAST
•  20 dove breast, meat removed from 

breast
•	3	cups	flour
• 1 egg
• 1 cup milk
• 2 teaspoons kosher salt
• 8 cups peanut oil

1.  Pat the dove breasts dry with a 
paper towel.

2.		Coat	 the	 dove	 in	 the	 plain	 flour,	
shaking off excess.

3.  Combine egg and milk in one 
shallow	 bowl,	 combine	 flour	 and	
Amplify seasoning in the other.

4.  Working one at a time, take the 
dove breast and place it into the 
egg mix, then into the seasoned 
flour	make	 sure	 its	 thickly	 coated.	
Dripping	 egg	mix	 is	 fine	 –	 it	will	

GREAT FISHING:
• Muskie  • Crappie 
• Bass  • Saugeye 
• Catfish  • Bluegill

AND MUCH MORE. . .
• Bait & Tackle Shop 
• Camping 
• Boat Rentals 
• Concessions 
• Swimming 
• Multi-Use Trails

BAIT SHOP
Mon-Thurs: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                            

BOAT RENTAL 
Mon-Thurs: CLOSED • Fri-Sun: 6:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

STARTING MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WE WILL BE OPEN 
6:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. SEVEN DAYS/WEEK.
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Pattish Irish Stout, Peoria’s Premium Stout, 
Named after Pat Sullivan.

BUTTERMILK FRIED 
SQUIRREL WITH 
SOUTHERN GRAVY

pick	up	more	flour.	Repeat	until	all	
breasts are coated.

5. Heat the oil to 375f.
6.  Fry breasts in batches until golden 

brown, about 3-5 minutes. Drain on 
a rack or paper towel.

• 3-4 skinned and quartered squirrels
• Buttermilk for marinating 
•	2	cups	flour
• 2 tablespoons salt
• 2 tablespoons black pepper
•	1	tablespoon	Cajun	seasoning
• 2 cups milk for gravy
• Bacon grease
1.		Start	 by	 placing	 flour,	 salt,	 pepper	 and	
Cajun	 seasoning	 into	 a	 large	 zip	 style	 or	
paper bag and giving it a good shake to 
mix thoroughly. Remove the squirrel pieces 
from the buttermilk, shaking off any excess, 
and	 drop	 them	 into	 the	 flour	 bag.	 Shake	
thoroughly and then place the coated pieces 
onto a cooling rack for 5 to 10 minutes 
to allow the crust to set. Reserve three 
tablespoons	of	the	seasoned	flour	for	gravy	
making later.

2.  Next, head on over to the fridge and take 
out	 your	 jar	 of	 saved	 bacon	 grease.	 You	
can always fry a bit of bacon and use the 
remaining grease to fry your squirrel, or 
even use one of the lesser frying mediums, 
like vegetable oil or shortening, and get 
almost	as	fine	a	result.

3.  Heat about half an inch of the oil of choice 

in a heavy frying pan, preferably cast iron, 
over medium heat. Squirrels being squirrels, 
even the young ones do enough running and 
jumping	 to	be	a	bit	on	 the	 tough	side,	and	
so a long, slow fry with the lid on helps to 
soften them up.

4.  Fry the squirrel in batches, lid tightly on, for 
10 to 12 minutes per side. When the pieces 
are browned and cooked through, remove 
them to a warm plate and cover with foil 
while you make your gravy.

5.  Start by pouring off all but three tablespoons 
of oil from the pan. Make sure all of the 
brown stuck-on bits left from the frying 
remain. Add in the three tablespoons of 
reserved	seasoned	flour	and	stir	well	until	the	
flour	is	lightly	browned.	Slowly	add	the	milk	
and continue to stir. Those bits of goodness 
that were stuck to the pan should loosen and 
incorporate into the gravy. Stir until the gravy 
has thickened to the point that it will coat the 
back of a spoon and tracks remain when you 
push the spoon across the skillet.



Fast Service Since 1988.
Firestone & all tire brands 

available as well as farm tires.
Service truck will come to you!

Emergency Service 24/7: 309-759-4272

Gale “Duck” Duckwiler
309-759-4447

8950 E. Sand Branch Rd. • Summum, near Astoria, IL

DUCK’S TIRE REPAIR

JIM FOSTER • 673-4113
3523 W. Farmington Rd • Peoria IL

MIKE GRAY • 697-2621
608 McKinley Ave • Bartonville, IL

Complete Auto Repair
of Domestic &

Foreign Cars & Trucks
FostersAutoService.com

TWO GREAT ILLINOIS LOCATIONS: PEORIA & BARTONVILLE!

Joseph & Jason Vandervort
Owners

WE SELL THE WE SELL THE 
BAIT FISH BAIT FISH 

CRAVE!CRAVE!

OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!A WEEK!

5AM-12PM5AM-12PM

From the Desk of:
RICH PEARSON
BY RICH PEARSON
ISRA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

www.ISRA.org

 Last weekend, September 10th 
and 11th, was one of the ISRA’s 
busiest weekends at the ISRA Range 
in	Bonfield.		The	86th	State	Smallbore	
Championship had 36 competitors; 
Massod Ayoob’s MAG 80 class 
had 20 participants and the ISRA 
Women’s Precision Pistol Team had 
7 in attendance.  The ISRA State 
F-Class Championship was held at 
the Aurora Sportsmen’s Club and had 
40 competitors.  With all the coaches, 
scorers,	and	Range	Officers,	over	200	
people were involved.  This does not 
count the shooters who were at the 
range to practice.  
 I want to thank the Aurora 
Sportsmen’s Club for being such great 

hosts for the F-Class Championship.  
I think all the events went very well.  
The reason for this is the volunteers 
who helped put on each event. Thank 
you everyone!
 Also, last weekend, Mother 
Nature gave us a wakeup call with 
cooler temperatures and very wet 
conditions.  She was reminding us that 
Fall	is	just	around	the	corner.		Harvest	
is about to begin which means the 
deer are going to be kicked out of 
their summer home while scampering 
out in front of your vehicle at the most 
inopportune moments, so be careful. 
 The clock is relentlessly ticking 
away counting down the time to the 
midterm elections.  Candidates are 
getting more concerned about their 
election, so it looks like the threatened 
Special Sessions on Firearms are 
not going to happen.  We will have 
a couple of Veto Sessions.  I don’t 
think much will happen in the Veto 
Sessions, but you never really know 
so we will be there.  The real danger 
will come after the midterm elections 
in the “Lame Duck Session“.  The 
Lame Duck Session happens anytime 
between the midterm elections and the 
seating of the new General Assembly.  
The new General Assembly will be 
seated at noon on January 11th, 2023.  
In the past, we have seen attempts 
to ram through anti-gun legislation 

at the last second.  I expect the same 
shenanigans this year.
 This election, like all elections, is 
critically important.  Be sure you are 
registered to vote.  Early voting starts 
Wednesday, October 19th.  Be sure 
to make plans when you can vote.  If 
you travel, are planning for a surgery, 
going on vacation, or for any other 
reason why you can’t vote on Election 
Day, be sure to make plans on how 
and when to vote.  Every vote counts.  
If	you	don’t	vote,	you	have	just	given	
an anti-gun candidate an advantage.  
 On the litigation front, lawsuits 
against anti-gun ordinances are 
popping up everywhere.  The National 
Organization	for	Gun	Rights	has	filed	
lawsuits against the Naperville and 
Highland Park ordinances.  Across 
the nation, the Second Amendment 
Foundation, Firearms Policy 
Coalition, and state groups are busy 
preparing	 lawsuits	 and	 filing	 them	
when the opportunity arises.  The 
ISRA is busy working on two or three 
right now.
 While all these lawsuits do a lot of 
good, they are expensive.  None of the 

pro-gun groups have the 
backing of billionaires 

like the anti-gun 
groups have.  We 

have to make it on 
donations.  Speaking 

of donations, the ISRA 
119th Anniversary Commemorative 
Coin	and	Raffle	is	coming	up.		By	the	
time you read this, some of you may 
have it in your mailbox.  This is our 
primary fundraiser of the year.
Please purchase your commemorative 
coin	 and	 raffle	 ticket.	 	 Be	 generous,	
this is going to be an expensive battle. 
 The International Organization for 
Standardization, located In Geneva, 
Switzerland, is an international not 
for	 profit	 that	 sets	 standards	 for	
businesses.  Commonly, we see signs 
indicating some company or other has 
complied with ISO 9001 standards, 
for example.  They also set standard 
procedures for credit cards.  They 
have developed a merchant code 
to	 track	 the	 sales	 of	 firearms	 and	
ammunition.  This is supposed to help 
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1/2 mi. West of Astoria, IL on Route 24
309-329-2826

Owners: Zane & Joanie Morrell

MORRELL’S PACKAGE LIQUORS
FOR SALE - CALL FOR DETAILS



track	 illegal	 firearm	 and	 ammunition	
sales which of course is hogwash.  
Last time I looked, international arms 
dealers, drug cartels, street gangs and 
other such operations didn’t take credit 
cards; they use cash, bales of it.  The 
real target is people like you and me.  I 
have	zero	use	for	these	financial	jerks.		
If	 the	financial	 jerks	are	 foreigners,	 I	
have even less use for them.
 Here In the United States, the high 
mucky muck of the Amalgamated 
Bank One, Pricilla Sims Brown, 
claims	this	will	reduce	gun	trafficking	
and mass shootings.  Of course, she 
was quoted all over the place.  The 
Amalgamated Bank is operated by a 
bunch of left-wing lulus who support 
all kinds of left-wing causes.  They 
are located at 275 7th Avenue, in New 
York City.  I suggest we all start using 
cash whenever we can. 
 One of my favorite sources of 
information is Dr. John Lott’s Crime 
Prevention Research Center (CPRC).  
The CPRC states the FBI under-reports 
the number of times an armed citizen 
stops mass shootings.  According to 
the FBI, that number is 4.4%.  The 
CPRC reports that number is really 

14.6%.  The CPRC also reports that 
90% of the mass shootings occur in 
gun free zones.  In gun friendly zones, 
the number of times an armed citizen 
stops the mass shootings soars to 
40%.  This also clearly points out that 
criminals prefer gun free zones.  The 
unwitting do-gooder politicians and 
hoplophobic citizens enable the 
criminal element and inadvertently 
become partners with them and their 
evil deeds.

Illinois State Rifle Association 2022 
Marksmanship 101 Rifle and Pistol 
M16 & M9 Match:
 The CMP will be holding a 
travel	Rifle	and	Pistol	Marksmanship	
101	 Class	 at	 the	 Illinois	 State	 Rifle	
Association on Saturday, October 1 
and Sunday, October 2, 2022.  The 
location is 1589 North 7000 West Rd. 
Bonfield,	 Illinois	60913.	 	Classes	are	
held at the same time; you will need to 
choose	Rifle	or	Pistol.
	 Rifle	101	will	be	a	two-day	class,	
with day one consisting of classroom 
instruction, range training, and 
practice.	 	Day	 two	will	 be	 the	 firing	
of	an	M16	match,	fired	on	Kongsberg	
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SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
DUCK/GOOSE HUNTING 

A Unique Waterfowl Experience that 
Only KILLMODUCKS Can Offer.

We are the Fourth Generation Farmers offering Season Pit Leases, 
Membership Opportunities and Guided Hunts with local plowboys. 

What sets KILLMODUCKS apart of everyone else is they are lifelong 
residents of Southeast Missouri. Hunting the land they grew up on.

TO BOOK YOUR HUNT TODAY CALL OR TEXT 

573-344-6071
www.killmoducks.com

Electronic	targets.		The	cost	for	Rifle	
101 is $95.00 for adults and $85.00 
for	juniors.
 Pistol 101 will be one day with 
classroom instruction, range training 
and	practice,	followed	by	firing	of	an	
M9 match.  The cost for Pistol 101 
is $95.00 for adults and $85.00 for 
juniors.
	 CMP	 will	 be	 providing	 Rifles,	
Pistols and ammunition.  Competitors 
should bring the following if they 
have	 them:	 Mats,	 scopes,	 jackets,	
safety glasses etc.  Check in will 
begin	 at	 7:00AM	 for	 Rifle	 &	 Pistol	
Saturday, October 1, 2022, and Class 
will begin at 8:00AM.
 Lunch will be provided; if you 
have dietary restrictions, we ask that 
you bring your own lunch.
 CMP is conducting seated 
(classroom) Range Officer Level II – 
Highpower	Rifle	and	Bulls-Eye	Pistol	
classes on Friday, September 30, 
2022.	 	 Rifle	 8:00AM-Noon	 –	 Pistol	
1:00PM-3:00PM.
	 You	must	complete	Range	Officer	
Level I Online Course before taking 
Level II.  Currently, registration 
is only open for the Range Officer 

Level I Course.  For information, 
contact Amy at acantu@thecmp.
org	or	Kim	at	kfilipiak@thecmp.org.
 The ISRA Annual Sighting-
In-Day at the Range will be held on 
October 15th from 10:00-3:00, rain 
or shine.  Come out to the Range and 
sight-in	 your	 shotgun,	 rifle,	 pistol,	
muzzleloader or bow.  Archery is 
available	 also.	 	 $10.00	 per	 firearm	
or	 bow	 includes	 targets	 for	 rifles,	
handguns, muzzleloaders, shotgun 
slugs, shotguns and bows.  No 
ammunition is available on premises.  
Open to public and free parking.

ISRA.org



 Lake Shelbyville is starting the 
fall patterns and is producing great 
numbers of crappie each day and the 
SLABS are waiting for you!!! Perfect 
summer water levels and amazingly 
low water temperatures help the fall 
bite be as good as it can be. Timbers 
and manmade structures are loaded 
with	 schools	 of	 fish.	 Single	 pole	
jigging,	 slip	 corking,	 and	 chasing	
crappie with the LIVESCOPE are all 
producing crappie!!! 
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“Helping Clients Catch Memories One Fish at at Time”

MATT ENGLAND
Professional Fishing Guide • matt@englandexpeditions.com

217.520.3653 • 217.520.3653 • www.englandexpeditions.comwww.englandexpeditions.com

Lake Shelbyville, IL

BOAT FLIPPIN’ FUN
 The fall bite is upon us making 
this, in my opinion, the most exciting 
time	 to	fish	Lake	Shelbyville.	 If	you	
are looking to catch great numbers 
or catch your personal best crappie, 
now	 is	 the	 time	 to	 find	 yourself	 at	
the lake. Using a single pole and the 
pendulum toss is not only my favorite 
technique, it is the most effective right 
now. Using the pendulum toss allows 
you	to	fish	multiple	water	columns	on	
a single toss and allows you to keep 

distance	from	the	fish.	The	timber	bite	
has	been	amazing,	and	the	active	fish	
are holding anywhere from 8-14 feet 
deep in massive schools. Schools of 
100-300 are very common and all you 
need to do is keep your bait moving 
over the top of the school to catch 
them. Crappie ambush their prey and 
will sometimes chase bait over 20 feet 
before they commit. The manmade 
structures are in the ideal water 
column right, holding not only large 
schools, but some large crappie also. 
Slip-corking is a perfect technique 
to use on manmade structures. Set 
your cork a foot above the top of the 
structure and cast past it and either 

slowly retrieve it back or let the wind 
blow your cork naturally in the strike 
zone.	Minnows	 or	 hair	 jigs	 are	 both	
great options to use underneath a 
cork, so having both options available 
will	be	beneficial	to	your	catch	totals.	
Casting	 jigs	 over	 the	 manmade	
structures is another way to stay away 
from the structures and catch those 
active crappie holding on top. On days 
when the crappie are holding inside 
the “cubes”, deadsticking/vertical 
jigging	 the	 interior	 of	 the	 structure	
for success is key. Slowly drop your 
bait down the water column until you 
reach the bottom and then slowly 
raise your bait out of the cube. Many 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Breakfast Served All Day

Mon: – Sat: 6:00am – 9:00pm • Sun: 6:00am – 3:00pm
1988 IL -16, Shelbyville, IL 62565

(217) 296-3138



2525 N. Grand Ave. East • Springfield, IL 62702
Toll Free 888-235-1059 • 217-522-2408 

EastSideMarine.com • esmboats@aol.com
New • Used • Financing Available • Certified Technicians 

YOUR LOWE & MERCURY 
DEALER IS STILL 

CLOSE BY, SERVING 
ST. LOUIS WEST – 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS!

“Lowe supports the Military:” 
Military discount on 
all boat packages.

GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!GREAT PRICES ON LOWE BOATS!

October 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  13

NEW 2023 
ROUGHNECKS NOW 
INPRODUCTION!
GET YOUR 
PRE-ORDER IN!

times, the crappie will methodically 
follow your bait almost to the surface 
and then hit!!! They will usually hit 
the	 bait	 just	 below	 the	 line	 where	
the water clarity ends. Be mindful 
of your bait when it is in the water 
at all times, because we have all had 
that SURPRISE hit at some time or 
another. Open water hunting SLABS 
is quickly becoming a client favorite.  
Watching	the	fish	on	the	LIVESCOPE	
is fun, especially to watch them come 
in and hit your baits. While looking 
for	 these	 fish	 you	 can	 be	 in	 water	
ranging from 3-40 feet deep. Many 

times,	 the	active	fish	will	be	holding	
from 1-5 feet below the surface 
regardless of the depth of water you 
are in. Depending on the position and 
mood of these open water crappie you 
can catch them on any range of baits. 
These	 open	 water	 fish	 are	 usually	
hunting themselves making them the 
perfect	fish	 to	go	 after.	During	 these	
open water chases, many times, you 
come across a massive school of 
suspended	fish	and	when	that	happens	
just	stay	on	them	and	be	ready!	In	the	
last month we have found those exact 
schools roaming in the 30 feet water 

column holding at 10 feet deep. These 
schools are so large and aggressive 
that when you get on one you will not 
soon forget it!!!
 This memory I am going to share 
this month is actually a trip with my 
daughter, Teddie. We went out to Lake 
Decatur after a donut and YOOHOO 
stop	 for	a	morning	of	fishing.	She	 is	
six years old and loves to BOAT FLIP 
SLABS!!	ON	that	day	we	were	fishing	
some submerged timber and she was 
using a slip-cork presentation. On 

that	special	morning	she	was	just	two	
fish	shy	of	a	limit	that	she	would	have	
caught all on her own. It was a true 
MOMENT for me as her DAD to see 
the	passion	for	fishing	in	her	spirit!!!	
I have selected two pictures from that 
trip up top.
 To book a trip please visit www.
englandexpeditions.com or call 217-
520-3653.
 CATCHING MEMORIES ONE 
FISH AT A TIME!!!!!!

CRAIG’S
SPORTING GOODS & FAMILY FUN CENTER

Fishing Supplies | Live Bait | Laser Tag | Batting Cage
105 E. Main, Shelbyville

(217) 296-2130
(217) 296-2146

Fine Cigars
Craigssportinggoods2@gmail.com

BARBER SHOP

1068 CR 1025 N, Sullivan • 217.728.2610
South of Sullivan on Rt 32 @ Bo Wood Entrance
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK DURING THE SEASON

www.chipsmarine1.com
SERVICE & SALES • MARINE PARTS

BOATING ACCESSORIES
BAIT & TACKLE

BOAT & CAMPER STORAGE

STOCKING DEALER AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

ANTIQUES



off that branch and head towards your 
bait if they want it.
 That was September with water 
temps at the beginning of the month 
still in the low eighties. This is October 
and we will see sixty and below from 
here on out. Prime crappie time!!!!
 We switch it up between dead 
sticking	 and	 pendulum	 fishing	 a	 jig	
or still use live bait on a slip bobber. 
Both work but once those water temps 
drop	 into	 the	 fifties	 you	 don’t	 need	
bait any longer.
 I tell folks in the fall get out the 
big stuff. The Gizzard shad in the lake 
are big so the crappie are used to a big 
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 Gone are my short spinning rods 
used	to	cast	to	shallow	flats	for	whites	
and walleye. Nothing but crappie here 
on out. I typically stay out guiding 
on Shelbyville until a week after 
Thanksgiving then it is me time on 
Kentucky	Lake.	Love	the	winter	fishing	
down there and usually go several 
times in December and January.
 On Shelbyville I am able to get 
those pesky, been staring at north 
end white crappie to bite. I run up 
there every chance I get and look into 
brush with my Livescope. I know I 
am	right	on	a	big	fish	only	to	watch,	
no reaction. You will see them move 

offering. I use bigger baits here than 
anywhere I go because they don’t have 
Threadfin	shad	which	stay	small.
 I like to use my Deep Ledge Jigs 
and a Brushpile plastic bait. Color isn’t 
as	important	as	profile	and	drop	speed	
of	the	jig.	You	don’t	want	it	falling	to	
fast. I do like chartreuse mixed with 
about any other color. Clear with some 
speckles always works too. Three-inch 
not	 too	 big.	 Hair	 jigs	 are	 also	 in	my	
arsenal, soak them with attractant since 
they will hold it longer than plastic.
 My big Yar-Craft tiller boat can 
accommodate three plus myself. 
We pull alongside structure and pull 
them out one after another then move 
on to the next and repeat. I have my 
Livescope on a Livescanner pole so I 
don’t have it on the trolling motor. I 
can	watch	everyone’s	jig	and	tell	them	
when they are about to get a bite. I have 

the entire boat running Garmin and 
networked so you can set in the back 
and watch it on that screen as well.
 I know it is also deer season but 
take	 a	 break	 from	 it	 and	 fill	 your	
freezer with me. My website is 
LakeShelbyvilleGuide.com or you can 
call me at 217-840-1221. I currently 
work	a	weekday	 job	but	with	a	 little	

FALL HAS BEGUN, NOTHING 
BUT CRAPPIE HERE ON OUT

CRAPPIE SPECIALTIESCRAPPIE SPECIALTIES
Steve WelchSteve Welch
(217) 840-1221(217) 840-1221

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.comwww.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 9am – 6pm
Sat. 9am - 2pm • Sun. 10am – 2pm

Deer Season Hours: 7am - 8pm
208 E. Washington Street, Astoria, IL

hammsmeatmarket@gmail.com

Fresh Meats at Affordable Prices
Choose from a Variety of Meat and Cheese

Come check out our great selection of
Deli Meats, Cheeses, Beef, Pork and Chicken

Fresh Produce and Fruit
DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE

Salami and Snack Sticks
Regular, BBQ, 

Cheddar and Jalapeno/Cheddar
Fresh Deer Brats

Roger Batten and his friend Chris Cullen 
holding up 4 of the larger crappie that were 

caught on the Ville 10/22.
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notice I can get a day off. Planning on 
retiring	 from	 that	 job	 in	 March	 and	
returning to guiding fulltime.
 I will have a booth and giving 
seminars at the Chicagoland Fishing & 
Travel Outdoor Expo in Schaumburg 

January 26-29. Booth 113. Plus I will 
be at the Collinsville Let’s Go Fishing 
Expo January 6-8.

MIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIRMIDSTATE COLLISION REPAIR
703 Smith Street • Mackinaw, IL 61755

SHOP: 309.359.4661 • CELL: 309.208.4661
www.midstatecollisionrepair.comwww.midstatecollisionrepair.com

Insurance Work • Auto • Refinishing
Truck • Welding • Fiberglass

Towing/Recovery Service
4x4 & Rollback Wreckers

SPECIALIZING IN:
Marine, Fiberglass & Gelcoat Repair

Paint Work on Harley Davidson
Frame & Unibody Structural Repair

LAKE SHELBYVILLE GUIDE

Crappie, Walleye & White Bass 
Guided Fishing Trips at Lake Shelbyville 

with Steve Welch
2022 Fishing Dates are Filling Fast 

Call today to Book Your Trip!
217-840-1221

fish@lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

Lake Shelbyville Guide ONLINE STORE
Jigs, Lures, Brush Chubs, Tubes & More

www.lakeshelbyvilleguide.com

CentralBoiler.com
21-0101

©2022 Central Boiler – Ad Number 21-0101

This ad size is 5” x  5.2”

Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.
The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Outdoor Wood Furnace

Classic Edge HDX models are 
U.S. EPA Certified

VIDEO: How It Works
CentralBoiler.com > 

Explore > How it Works*US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(D) effective Jan. 1, 2021, for heating a residence. For more 
details visit CentralBoiler.com. Information provided here as a convenience and may not be relied 
upon as substitute for professional tax advice. Consult a tax professional with any questions.

**EPA cord wood Hydronic Heater list 1-28-2022

• Highest Efficiency Certified by EPA**
• Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the  
 dangers associated with indoor wood heating.
• Save Money - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive  
 and often free energy source.
• Durability - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.

on qualified models &
installation

Dealership Name
Enter up to 3 lines of custom information here: your
address, phone #, website or any sales message
you'd like.

GADDY ELECTRIC AND EXCAVATING
26285 N 1925E Road, Lexington, IL 61753

309-825-9914
www.gaddyelectricandexcavating.com

Caleb, Ben Johnson and Jake with a 4-man 
60 fish limit of crappie caught with Lake 

Shelbyville Guide.

Heather Hurley and Tony Rendina holding up 
4 of their bigger crappie from their trip on 

Lake Shelbyville.

Steve Welch holding up 3 fall crappie caught 
on Brushpile Hammers and Deep Ledge jigs.  

The largest was 14 1/2 inches.

Gabe Frisbie, 3 years old, on his first frog hunt with his dad 
Pat Frisbie. Gabe was an excellent net man and they 

harvested their limit in 15 minutes in Palmyra, IL. 
Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.



FREE CATALOG!
1-800-831-5535
customjigs.com

Use Custom Jigs Ice Jigs all year ’round

for bluegill, crappie, perch, white bass,

trout and more!

‘Gill Pill Glazba

Flu Flu Chekai

Use                        H2O and Draggin’ Jigs

right now on your favorite lake or river

for walleye, bass, perch and pike! 

Rig them with 

for whoppers!
AUTHENTX PLASTIC

H2O Jigs
(9 sizes, 19 colors)

Draggin’ Jigs
(3 sizes, 7 colors)

Ringworm

Moxi

Pulse-R

Ribb-Finn

FALL WALLEYE 
ACTION
By Walt Matan
 I’ve always had some great 
walleye	 fishing	 in	 September,	
October and November. The 
weather might not always be my 
best friend, but it has been more 
times than not, that in the worst, 
most miserable days, I’ve had the 
best	walleye	fishing	of	the	year!
	 I’ve	 fished	 a	 lot	 of	 excellent	
bodies of walleye water over the 
years and each one has its own hot 
lure and technique. But one thing 
I’ve learned for sure is that the 
deep-water edge is where the big 
girls	hang	out!	Whether	you	fish	a	
river or lake, I always look for an 
edge to get an edge over the rest of 
the anglers out there.
 Until you actually experience 
it yourself on the water, you will 
never truly know how good Fall 
fishing	can	be!	It	all	starts	with	a	

little planning. Check out current 
and	past	fishing	reports	on	social	
media of the lake you intend to 
fish	 and	 then	 follow	 up	 with	 a	
topographic map to determine 
sharp deep-water drops. Those are 
the edges that will hold walleye 
as well as other predators like 
muskie, pike smallmouth and 
largemouth bass.
 If there is a weed edge on his 
drop, so much the better. Deep 
water weed edges predominate in 
clear water. I like to start off with 
an aggressive maneuver, a ½ ounce 
blade bait ripped quickly. You can 
troll back and forth along this edge 
raising, lowering and ripping this 
blade bait. Because of its design, it 
will fall fast and attract predators 
with the vibration on the lift.
 One thing for sure...when a 
walleye hits a blade, HE HITS IT! 
I’ve had more than one rod ripped 
out of my hand as I scrambled to 
grab it before it went over the side, 
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let me tell you!
 My blade of choice is a ½ ounce 
B Fish N Tackle B3 Blade bait. It 
comes in some hot colors like green 
glow tiger, glow pink and glow 
mud minnow. 3D prism eyes, chip 
proof paint, perfect balance and 
ultra-sharp Mustad treble hooks 
attached via split rings. It has an 
intense amount of vibration on the 
lift and is balanced to fall without 
hanging up upon itself.

In order to get the proper action, 
I prefer a baitcasting rod like 
a St. Croix Eyecon 7 ft. with a 
moderate action. It’s perfect for 
rippin’ blades and you can get a 
good hookset with this longer rod. 
While many anglers like to use 
braided line, I like mono since it 
has some stretch and so I don’t 
pull the lure out of the walleye’s 
mouth. With the ½ ounce blade, 
sensitivity is not a problem.

A bucktail jig is just what this 
walleye ordered!



Roland Rich Ford, Inc.
Route 122 East • Delavan, IL  61734

309-244-8249
R E C E N T  T R A D E  I N S

C O M E  C H E C K  T H E M  O U T !

LARGEST INVENTORY OF OLDER PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
SERVING THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS AREA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2019 Nissan Rogue SL, AWD, 51,000 Miles ........................................ $29,820
2019 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, w/topper ................................ $50,630
2018 Ford Explorer XLT, 4x4 .................................................................. $30,650
2017 Lincoln Navigator Select, 4x4, ...................................................... $36,140
2017 Ford Expedition Max, 4x4, Platinum ............................................. $35,550
2017 Ford F150 Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4, ................................................ $36,770
2017 Ford Fusion Sport, All Wheel Drive .............................................. $21,740
2016 GMC Yukon SLT, 4x4 .................................................................... $36,240
2014 GMC Sierra 1500, Regular Cab, 4x4 ............................................ $22,330
2013 Ford Fiesta SE, 4-door, only 12,000 Miles ................................... $10,580
2010 Ford F150 XLT Lariat, Supercrew, 4x4 ............................................ $9,760
2008 Ford Expedition King Ranch, 4x4 .................................................... $8,480
2007 Ford Focus SE, 4-Door ..................................................................... $5,770
2007 Ford F250 Lariat, Supercab, 4x4, Diesel ....................................... $17,540
2006 Ford F150 XLT, Supercrew, 4x4 .................................................... $12,990
2005 Chevrolet Impala LT, 4-Door ........................................................... $5,230
2003 Ford Crown Victoria, 4-Door, 66,000 Miles .................................... $7,950
1999 Ford Ranger, Supercab, 4x2 ............................................................ $1,150
1998 Mercury Grand Marquis, 67,000 Miles .......................................... $5,990
Western 9 Foot Snow Plow ........................................................................ $950
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 Another technique I like to put on 
the	walleye	in	the	Fall	is	snap	jigging	
bucktail	jigs	and	jig-n-plastic	combos.	
Fall walleye are pretty darned 
aggressive	and	finesse	fishing	is	not	
necessary. I’ll use a ¼ to 5/8-ounce 
B	Fish	N	Bucktail	Wayne	jig	with	a	
large	 chub	 or	 flathead	minnow	 and	
add a stinger hook. 
 This combo can be 
aggressively snapped and then 
let fall on a tight line as I slowly 
move along the breakline. This is 
a	killer	 presentation	once	 the	fish	
are located. A lot of times I will 
have one or two deadsticks set out 
around a foot off bottom while I 
cast with another rod. With the 
larger minnow and stinger hook...
it’s	a	deadly	punch	on	the	big	fish!
Finally, those Fall walleye will key 
in on larger bait, so I make sure 

to use a larger, longer plastic like 
and AuthentX Moxi. The Moxi is 
an oversized twister tail that big 
walleye can’t resist. I can cast the 
Moxi shallower as I hover over the 
deep	edge,	vertically	jig	it	or	snap	
it. It works a variety of ways.
	 For	 snap	 jigging,	 I	 like	 St.	
Croix 6’8” Medium Snap Jig rod 
for	snap	jigging	as	well	as	casting	
and	 jigging	 Moxis.	 I’ll	 put	 the	
Moxi	 on	 an	 B	 Fish	 N	 H20	 jig	
usually in a 3/8-ounce weight. I’ll 
use 10 lb. hi vis braided line with 
a	 10	 lb.	 fluorocarbon	 leader.	 In	
this case, I like braid because it is 
ultra-thin	and	allows	the	jig	to	fall	
quickly. With the Snap Jig rod, I 
can get the action I prefer and still 
have the sensitivity.
	 Finally,	 fall	 fishing	 can	 bring	
on some pretty rough weather. 

WAYNE’S 
121 CLUB

Located in Tremont, IL 
on Old Rt. 121 • 250 S. Baer Rd.

Video Gaming, Darts, Pizza, 
Snacks, Cold Beer & More!

FREE SODA & 
COFFEE WHILE 

GAMING
$.50 OFF ALL 
DRINKS ON 

WEDNESDAY’S
FREE POOL 

ON FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY

Walt Matan is the chief lure designer for Custom Jigs & Spins and B Fish N Tackle. 
To find out more about B-Fish-N Tackle’s line of AuthentX Plastic, H20 Jigs, 

B3 Bladebaits and Draggin’ Jigs go to www.bfishntackle.com or you can link to it via 
www.customjigs.com Also, be sure to follow/like Custom Jigs & Spins, B-fish-N Tackle, 

Walleye College and Walt Matan on Facebook for some up to the minute info.

Oftentimes	 the	 best	 fishing	 in	 the	
Fall is on the worst days. Rain, 
wind, snow, sleet shouldn’t deter 
your efforts if you wear the right 
apparel. I’ve recently been using 
Graff rain wear and winter gear 
for a while now and let me tell you 
that there is no weather that is too 
rough...I’m always warm and dry. 
Their	floatguard	Pro	Ice	Suit	is	the	
warmest	waterproof	jacket	and	bibs	
set	 that	you	can	get,	plus	 it	floats!	
No	 need	 for	 a	 life	 jacket!	 It	 is	
without a doubt the most premium 
rough weather suit you can get. 
Check it out at www.graff-usa.com
 Walt Matan is the chief lure 
designer for Custom Jigs & Spins 
and B Fish N Tackle. For a FREE 
Tips and Tricks lure catalog call 
1-800-831-5535 or log on to www.
customjigs.com The Graff floatguard jacket is a lifesaver for 

Fall and Winter fishin!



THE most revolutionary deer hunting 
product produced in recent history.  I am 
both excited and honored to get to tell 
you about it and help you dramatically 
improve your odds of taking deer.
 Epperson’s product line, called 
SCENT THIEF, is not a cover scent nor 
an attracting scent.  It is a product that 
prevents all scent from being detected by 
the deer.
 SCENT THIEF works by 
temporarily relaxing the animal’s nasal 
epithelium.  It is an all-natural, all-
organic formula and can be applied on 
your clothing, skin, equipment and the 
surrounding area.  You may want to re-
apply it every 2-3 hours.  Maybe more in 
extreme heat or wind.
 Epperson created this incredible 
product after years of research and tons 
of notes.  His initial purpose for SCENT 
THIEF was to fool the noses of the 
coyotes he was trying to trap.  He told 
me that once he perfected his formula, 
the success rate on his trap line more 
than quadrupled.  He was very proud 
to tell me about the testing his product 
has gone through at both the University 
of Arizona and Sydney University in 
Australia.
 So, SCENT THIEF is a great 
product for trappers, as well as for deer 
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 It is always my pleasure to bring 
the readers of ADVENTURE SPORTS 
OUTDOORS	the	benefits	of	my	product	
research each year.   Hopefully the things 
I bring you help to both make your time 
in the outdoors more fun and more 
productive.  
 That having been said, I recently 
had the privilege to meet and visit 
with Mr. Russell Epperson, of Butler, 
Missouri.  Epperson is the developer of 

GEAR-UP FOR 
DEER SEASON
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

JEREMY L. KUBITZ
Buyer & Cutter of Standing Timber

4th Generation Buyer
Walnut and White Oak Markets are at an All Time High

15399 Stephanie Court, Dubuque, IA 52002

PHONE: 563-590-9772
Fax: 563-585-0778 • jkubitz@hotmail.com

hunters.  The success rate of trophy 
bucks harvested with customers of 
Epperson’s products is very impressive.  
He also wanted me to remind potential 
users that the effect of his product is 
only temporary.  Once the product has 
evaporated, the effects of it end.  It only 
stops the signal from the epithelium to 
the brain while it is accessible to the 
animal’s nose.
 I also spoke with Jay Carpenter, part 
owner of SCENT THIEF.  His comments 
were profound.  Jay told me, “When I 
saw this product and how well it works, 
I had to become involved.  That being 
said, I bought my way into the company.” 
That is pretty powerful if you ask me.  Do 
yourself a favor and go to scentthief.com 
and do your own research on this great 
new product.  You can thank me later.
 The other new deer hunting product I 
found and used this past season is a very 
versatile piece of gear.  This is actually 
a combination of 2 items that can be 
purchased separately or as a complete 
set-up.  The VERSATILE GROUND 
BLIND is a cool new, one-person blind 
that	is	designed	to	be	used	on	flat	ground,	
and more importantly, on steep hillsides.  
No other blind on the market today can 
effectively conceal you on the side of a hill.
 I hunt lots of river bottoms where 

SCENT THIEF and THE VERSATILE GROUND 
BLIND are great new tools you really need 

to add to your deer hunting program.  (Pho-
tos by Nancy Roux)

elevated	tree	stands	are	just	not	practical.		
The small size of the timber and the 
thickness of the canopy are prohibitive 
for going up to hunt.  Therefore, to be 
successful, ground hunting is required.  
This little blind is the perfect solution to 
that problem.  I will tell you that I also 
used this blind last spring for turkey 
hunting.  It was perfect!
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 This blind is extremely portable 
and	can	be	deployed	in	just	a	couple	of	
minutes.  It is great for both the hunter 
and	 the	hunt	videographer.	 	 If	 you	find	
you are 50-yards from where you need 
to be, in 2 or 3-minutes you can relocate 
your entire set-up.
 The tree-seat portion of this blind 
is, without doubt, the most comfortable 
seat I have ever had in the timber.  Both 
the seat and the back are padded, and it 
can be used at virtually any angle on the 
hillside.
 To make this blind even more 
versatile, you can have pockets sewn 
inside the front of the blind for calls, 
binoculars, water bottles, snacks, etc.  
This past deer season I hunted and 
filmed	from	the	VERSATILE	GROUND	
BLIND.  I love it and I think you will, 
too.	 	 It	 just	 adds	 another	 great	 tool	 to	
your deer hunting toolbox.
 Check-out the VERSATILE GROUND 
BLIND at versatilegroundblinds.com or 
call them at 678-708-9670 or see their 
videos on You Tube.
 For regular and constant outdoor 
content Like and Follow MIKE ROUX 
OUTDOOR ENTERPRISES on Facebook.

2015 Nissan Frontier, King Cab, 4 cyl., Auto, Air, 1-owner, 32,495 Miles....................................................................$20,999
2013 Buick LaCrosse, V6, Loaded, Premium with Leather, Very Clean, Locally Owned, 
History Available, 161,132 Miles .................................................................................................................................................... $9,500
2011 Ford F150 4x4, Standard Cab, Shortbed, Rust-Free, Florida Truck, 102,000 Miles ........................................ $15,500
2008 Ford Focus SE, 4 Door, Most Power Options, 130,000 Miles ................................................................................$4,999

S e e  A l l  I n v e n t o r y  a t 
w w w . m c c o r m i c k a u t o p l a c e . c o m

5700 W. Plank Rd. 
(Rt. 116) in Bellevue, IL

(309) 697-4723
BULLDOG INNBULLDOG INN

“Where old friends meet & new friends begin!”
Come play our Hot 

Gambling Machines!
All winners ... All the Time!

217.376.3344
SW Lincoln • Emden, IL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 10AM
Owner: Terry Roberts • Over 18 Years!

Uhaul Rentals Available
6771 State Hwy 42/57, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Call for pricing & instructions Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Central
Email: yostfur@gmail.com

920-743-7162  • www.yostfurdressing.com

Hair-on Deer Hides $125
Natural Buckskin $115

HIPPO | RHINO | ELEPHANT | CAPE BUFFALO
ALLIGATOR | CROCODILE AND MANY OTHERS

CUSTOM LEATHER & HAIR-ON TANNING
MOOSE | DEER | ELK | COW | BUFFALO 
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Ralph with a 2lb walleye caught on 
Roger Mann’s Lake in Fulton County.

Roger Mann with a 2.9lb walleye caught 
in his Fulton County Lake.



MOTORCYCLE
TIRE SALE!

Expanded Craft Beer, Wine and Liquor Selection
Beer • Liquor • Wine • Soda 

Ice • Snacks • Live Bait • Tackle • Roll Your Own Tobacco

820 S. Main St., Lewistown, IL 
(309) 335-7126

By Casey’s on Rt. 24 • Harry Sokhi, Owner
Email: pb.harry3@gmail.com

Expanded Bait Shop, 
Several Sizes of Minnows
Now Available & 
Much More!

LEWISTOWN MART

Complete engine rebuilding, parts & accessories

Charlie’s Cycle Supply

Over 35 Years Same Location! 
RR1, Rt. 78, Toulon, IL 61483

“Specializing in 4-stroke Service”
MOTORCYCLE & ATV REPAIR ON ALL MAKES & MODELS!

309-995-3319

 People these days are looking at 
suppressors to make their shooting a 
little quieter.  This is especially nice 
for target shooting and plinking, or for 
people with ear problems where it is 
critical for the proper ear protection.  
Since this is Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ we are 
mostly looking at 22 caliber.  For this 
purpose, we can suggest four different 
ammunitions that are as quiet or a 
little louder than an air gun.
 The ammunitions that we are 
about to talk about are made by CCI 
and Aguila.  CCI has Quiet 22 at 710 
fps, with a 40gr bullet, and Quiet 22 
Semi-Auto at 870 fps, with a 45gr 
bullet.  Aguila’s offerings are Colibri 

at 420 fps, with a 20gr bullet, and 
Super Colibri at 590 fps, also with a 
20gr bullet.
	 Let’s	 first	 talk	 about	 the	 quietest	
of the group.  The Colibri is naturally 
the quietest with its lower velocity that 
falls in the air gun category and in many 
cases is quieter than some air guns.
 As an experiment, and video 
for the Shoot ‘N’ Plink channel, I 
compared the Colibri with a pellet 
by	firing	 it	 from	a	Remington	model	
514	 single	 shot	 rifle.	 	 For	 the	 pellet	
I used 4 pumps on an Umarex NXG 
rifle.	 	 This	 proved	 to	 be	 about	 dead	
even on the sound, and also on how 
they damaged a Pepsi can.  However, 

MAKE IT QUIET the Colibri had a very slight edge on 
accuracy, and a little more damage.  It 
must be mentioned that Aguila does 
not recommend this ammunition 
for	 rifles	 for	 the	 simple	 reason	 that	
the bullet could become stuck in the 
barrel.		It	is	designed	primarily	to	fire	
in 22 revolvers.  So, I tried it in my 
Ruger Wrangler where it is slightly 
louder (similar to a cap pistol), which 
it would be since there is a shorter 
barrel.  As for distance, this is best at 
an air gun distance of 10 meters but 
will hit the target as well as a pellet 
at	25	yards.		When	fired	at	50	yards	it	
falls short.
 Stepping up to the next quietest 
is Aquila’s Super Colibri.  Again, 
it	 isn’t	 recommended	 for	 rifles,	 but	

“A SALES & SERVICE MARINE DEALER”
1640 N. 12th St. • Quincy, IL
jnjmarine@jnjmarine.com

www.jnjmarine.com

CHICAGO STREET RENTALSCHICAGO STREET RENTALS
1909 N. KICKAPOO STREET • LINCOLN, IL 62656 • OPEN: MON-SAT 7:00AM - 5:00 PPM

Rental Equipment for Homeowners & Contractors!
Earthmoving, Forklifts, Concrete & Masonry, Cleaning & Maintenance, Air tools & Compressors, 

General Construction, Lifts, Scaffolding, Industrial Tools, Trenchers, Lawn & Garden, Do-It-Yourself

DEALER FOR: (217) 735-2422
www.ChicagoStreetRentalsllc.com

I have used it in several, including 
the Henry Long Barrel Frontier, 
but mainly in Henry carbines and 
Mare’s Leg, plus the aforementioned 
Remington single shot as well as an 
old Steven’s model 55 single shot.  
The accuracy is slightly better than 
the straight Colibri at 25 yards, but 
pretty much the same at an air gun 
distance of 10 yards.  The Super will 
also reach a gong target at 50 yards.
 The CCI products are the best at 
longer distances of 25 to 50 yards, 
but then they have larger bullets 
and more velocity.  Naturally with 
more velocity and gun powder rather 
than	 just	primer,	 the	CCI	ammos	are	
louder, but still well below the level 
of any normal round of 22.
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Four different quiet 22 caliber ammunitions – Aguila Colibri and Super Colibri, 
and CCI Quiet 22 and Quiet 22 Semi-Auto.



JAMES STOTLER - Manager
Formally GCR Tire Center

Office 309-343-1141
james.stotler@pompstire.com

1861 Knox County Highway 9
Galesburg, IL 61401

www.pompstire.com

 CCI’s Quiet 22, at 710 fps does 
well in any non-semi-auto gun, but 
don’t place it or any of the Colibri in 
a semi-auto of any sort, as they will 
not cycle.  I like the Quiet 22 for a 
lot of my shooting, especially at 25 
yards	 and	 less	with	 any	 of	my	 rifles	
as the 40gr bullet will cycle easily 
in	 lever	 action	 rifles.	 	 The	 Colibri	
ammos with their 20gr bullet have a 
problem hitting the ramp correctly in 
my Henrys.
 For those people who want quiet 
ammunition in their semi-auto pistols 
and	rifle	the	CCI	Quiet	22	Semi-Auto	
can do the trick, although one wonders 
how.  Perhaps the combination of the 
870fps and 45gr bullet is the secret.  
This is a question I have asked, but 
not received an answer.  While it will 
cycle through most guns, I have found 
one pistol that did not cycle.  This is 
most likely because of the gun having 
a heavier spring.  By the way, for 
those of you using the famous Ruger 
10/22	 rifle	 this	 ammo	 does	 a	 great	
job,	as	it	does	on	the	pistol	side	with	
a Browning Buck Mark and 1911-22, 
and Ruger SR22.
 While the Quiet 22 Semi-Auto is 
quieter, there is still a very noticeable 
difference between the other three.  For 
that reason, I would not use this where 

 Same Location Since 1951 
202 W. Comanche • Shabbona, IL 60550

cartersgunshop@aol.com
Open: 8am-12noon & 1pm-5pm • Closed Sunday & Tuesday

Your Northern Illinois Gunsmith • Antique To Modern
Firearms Repair A Specialty • New Rifle Barrels Installed

Carter’s Gun Shop, Inc.

815-824-2354
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you want it as quiet as plain Colibri.
 Some people say they will not 
use any of these ammunitions for one 
main reason – they are very dirty.  
This	is	true,	and	you	can	definitely	see	
the difference between them as the 
Colibri is much dirtier than the Quiet 
22 Semi-Auto.  So, this is up to the 
individual as to if they want to clean 
their gun after every outing, which I 
do anyway.
 Another negative is the cost.  
You would think this would be 
cheaper than standard/high velocity 
ammunition, but it is not.  It isn’t that 
much difference, but at times has been 
just	as	expensive	as	or	a	 little	higher	
than high-end target loads.  This is 
why I watch for the sales and then 
stock up, so that I have enough to use 
for my experimenting.
 The CCI models will knock over 
AR500 steel targets, but the Colibri 
will not.  Colibri will clink on an 
AR500 gong, but the CCI will be a 
bit	louder	and	can	move	the	flap	on	a	
double-gong bullseye target.
 None of the quiet can knock over 
a spring activated Do-All Outdoors 
reset target, but then neither can many 
other ammunitions of higher velocity.
 I have found that making it quiet 
can be a fun, challenging and more 

All smoking charges are based on finished weight of product. 
ALL SMOKED PRODUCTS ARE VACUUM SEALED. 
All Deer must have proper tags 
before processing.
$30 Deposit Required
Cash/Check Only
24-HOUR REFRIGERATED TRUCK 
DROP OFF AVAILABLE!! **Due to 
limited freezer space, please pick up 
your deer within a week of being notified. 
THANK YOU!

1 LB. ROLLS
Salami 
Spicy Salami 
Salami with Cheddar 
Salami with Jalapeno/Cheddar
Salami Jalapeno & Pepper Jack Cheese 

SNACK STICKS - 14 PER LB.
Salami
Spicy Salami 
BBQ
Salami with Cheddar 
Salami with Jalapeno/Cheddar
Salami Jalapeno & Pepper Jack Cheese 

Fresh Italian Deer Links, Fresh Deer Brats, Mild Jerky (whole muscle), 
Bacon, Breakfast Sausage

 Specialty Items will be returned in 10 – 12 weeks

DEER PROCESSING NOW AVAILABLE

PEORIA AREA HEADQUARTERS
FOR DEER PROCESSING

309.688.8711
703 E. WAR MEMORIAL DRIVE • PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL

www.alwanandsons.com

peaceful way to shoot.  It is also 
helpful to use when teaching a new 
shooter	 who	 may	 never	 have	 fired	
a gun, or even been around one.  
Recruiting more people to shooting 
sports is important, and if making it a 
bit quieter can help, then that is great.
 There are a couple of videos 

recently on the Dan’s Fish ‘N’ Tales®/
Shoot ‘N’ Plink™ YouTube channel 
that has the quiet models in this article 
shown, as well as one comparing the 
pellet and Colibri.  So, stop by at 
www.youtube.com/dansfishntales.
 Until next time, shoot safe and 
have a great day of plinking.

Remington 514 single shot, bolt action rifle (top) used to fire Colibri, which had 
slightly more damage on entrance and exit hole than the Sig Sauer pellet fired 

by the Umarex NXG multi-pump air rifle (bottom).



FRANK’S REAL BAIT SHOP & TRADING POST
Cold Beer & Wine • Soda • Ice
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Adult Movies & Novelties

OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM - 9PM
CORNER OF RT. 3 & RT. 149 • GORHAM, IL 62940

618-763-4217
Archery 
Check 

Station!

See You at the Corner…THE CARDINAL CORNER!  

 CARDINAL CORNER
409 Grand Tower Road • Grand Tower, IL 62942

On the Mississippi River • Hwy. 3 (Halfway between IL 146 & IL 149)

618-565-1064 • Your Hometown Store!
Every morning serving biscuits and gravy and fresh doughnuts!
Buffet Pizza made fresh the way you like it! Order yours today! 

Sub sandwiches made to order or meats/cheese by the lb.
Hours: 6am-8pm 7 Days a Week

Open until 9pm during the Summer

SESSER SUN MARTSESSER SUN MART

203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858203 W. Franklin • Sesser, IL • 618-625-5858

CONVENIENT DRIVE THRU
COLD BEER & LIQUOR • ICE • SNACKS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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RAINSTORM DOUBLE
www.TedNugent.com • Facebook.com/tednugent

by:

 Hard raindrops splattered down pretty 
loudly on our Double Bull groundblind 
creating a rather comforting pitter-patter on this 
cold, dark South Texas bowhunting morning. 
 The heavy rainclouds kept daylight at 
bay	for	a	long	time,	but	a	sip	of	hot	Black	Rifle	
coffee from the thermos kept me comfortable 
and much appreciative to be an American 
bowhunter, no matter what the weather.
 The corn feeder was a good 35 yards 
yonder surrounded by thick brush and briars, 
barely visible through the rain and dankness.
 As usual, we waited patiently for a 
hopeful moment of truth to unfold and 
silently celebrated the unique and wonderful 
sensations of being out here in God’s country 
with a bow and arrow and all the amazing 
wildlife we knew to be here with us.
 If one can put up with inclement 
and oftentimes uncomfortable weather, 
I truly believe some of the best hunting 
conditions	can	be	experienced	just	before	a	
front and right in that transition from rain 
showers to clearing skies. Wildlife having 
this wonderful innate sense that getting up 
and moving to feed under these changing 
conditions can provide a boon to the hunter.
 And it wasn’t all that long as the 
raindrops began to taper off before a grey 
shadow appeared from the thicket to the right, 
the buck’s tall antlers visible in the minimal 

light, slowly swiveling and 
searching for danger.

 With the go ahead for vidcam light, 
I carefully lifted my Mathews bow into 
position as the buck lowered his head to 
nip some corn, and as my 30-yard sightpin 
hovered high on his ribcage, I launched the 
backstrapping	 Gold	 Tip	 projectile	 on	 its	
mission of mercy and watched the glowing 
Lumenok disappear right there where the 
pumpstation lives!
 Well that’s how you do that! My never-
ending archery form shot sequence practice 
pays off in untold happiness! 
 We kept the celebration silent since it 
was so early in the morning, and I nocked 
another arrow with high hopes of keeping 
the	spirit	on	fire	and	venison	flowing.
 As the rain subsided, we were 
increasingly	 joined	 by	 squadrons	 of	
twitting, chirping songbirds, a pair of uppity 
cottontail rabbits and eventually a small 
covey of bobwhite quail bobbed in front of 
us to keep us entertained and happy.
 With shooting light increasing by the 
minute, the visibility brought us the telltale 
shape of another handsome whitetail buck, 
this time coming in straight at us from the 
heavy cover. Facing us for the longest time, 
my lifetime bowhunting patience paid off as 
the	stag	finally	meandered	to	the	left,	giving	
me an opening to his left side, standing in 
the same spot as his predecessor, and once 
again a gazillion hours and arrows on the 3D 
range paid off as my muscle/spirit memory 
shot sequence unfolded instinctively with a 
life of its own, and another beautiful arrow 
entered the bucks side right where the good 

backstrap doctor ordered.
 With two dandy, handsome whitetail 
bucks skewered really good, we left the 
blind and began a pretty easy double 
bloodtrail on the rain-soaked Texas ground, 
recovering both bucks in short order for 

another Ted Nugent Spirit of the Wild TV 
show, celebrating and promoting perfect 
hands-on conservation for the whole world 
to share with another magical bowhunting 
morning on magical bowhunting grounds. 
The spirit was very good and very wild!

Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, Boat, Four Wheeler, Home, Auto, Business, 
Life and Health InsuranceLife and Health Insurance

Your One Stop Shop Your One Stop Shop 
for all of your Insurance Needsfor all of your Insurance Needs

Big Savings a Phone Call Away
Accident’s happen. We’ll get you back on the Road. Get an auto quote now.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Alan Thompson, Agent

623 E. Jackson St., Macomb, IL 61455
Bus: 309.833.2400 • Cell: 309.333.0100

www.Alansf.com

statefarm.com®

TedNugent.com or facebook.com/tednugent



ISRA Annual Sighting-In Day

October 15, 2022
10:00am - 3:00pm
Ranges 2, 3, 5, and 6

Come out to the ISRA Range near Kankakee and sight-in your  
shotgun, rifle, pistol, muzzleloader or bow. Archery range is available! 

• $10.00 per firearm or bow: Includes targets for rifles,  
handguns, muzzleloaders, shotgun slugs, shotguns  
and bows. 

• Shotgun cost includes use of patterning board. You  
must use trap loads on the patterning board. 

• No ammunition is available on premises.
• Gunsmithing services are available.
• It is recommended that you bring at  

least 25 rounds of ammo for each firearm. 
• ISRA or Range membership is not required. However,  

you are welcome to join that day. So come on out!!!!!  

The ISRA Range · 1589 N. 7000 West Rd. · Bonfield, IL 60913

For more information, including directions to the range, visit:  
www.isra.org or call the ISRA office at 815.635.3198.   

On the day of the event please call the ISRA Range at 815.939.1909.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • FREE PARKING

Covered Firing Points

Rain or Shine!

GET “ZERO-ED”
Saturday
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Gas • Pizza • Subs 
Burgers • Car Wash

OPEN: 
Mon-Fri: 

5:30am – 9:00pm
Sat: 6:00am - 9:00pm
Sun: 7:00am – 9:00pm

 309-329-2929  
Located on Hwy. 24 in 
Downtown Astoria, IL 
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Call Reagan and Book Your Trip Today!
309.642.8106

 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

The Guppy Gobbler is a distinctive, unique design because of its tail. It is a versatile 
bait that can give you two different modes of action without changing baits.

ORDERS YOURS ONLINE TODAY AT

WWW.TOPHATJIGS.COM

FISHING CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
WITH REAG’S GUIDE SERVICE

Call Reagan and 
Book Your Trip Today!

309.642.8106
 Reagsguideservice@gmail.com
www.centralilcrappieguide.com

By Reagan Smith

 The leaves are beginning to 
change and the cold, crisp air cuts 
through to the back of your neck and 
down your spine.  You snag a cup of 
coffee in the morning or for me, a 
thermos of it. You may even begin to 
bring hand warmers or a Mr. Buddy 
heater in your boat.  It is the time of 
year	to	have	bonfires	with	friends	and	
family.  It is the time of year to go 
hunting in the woods and to go hunt-
ing down some giant crappie!  
 Fall is a beautiful season that ev-
ery outdoorsman, regardless of tree 
stands, duck blinds or boats, seem 
to love.  I can remember as a kid al-

ways being told “Reag, be careful in 
the woods, it’s hunting season.” This 
is when I decided to concentrate my 
time	 on	 fishing.	 	 I	 have	 loved	 fish-
ing since a young age and the older 
I	 have	 gotten,	 the	 more	 I	 enjoy	 the	
cold	weather.		I	enjoy	waking	up	and	
throwing	 on	 some	 jeans	 and	 boots	
and a long sleeve shirt and a hood-
ie and a stocking cap and hitting the 
road with the Crestliner boat behind 
the old Ram!  
 What a fun month it has been!  I 
hope all is well and that you are tru-
ly	enjoying	this	beautiful	fall	weath-
er.  October is a fantastic month for 

so many reasons.  Most of the big ski 
boats are off of the water. People are 
concentrating on the duck blinds and 
goose pits and getting the tree stands 
ready for archery season and soon to 
be shotgun season.  The crappie are 
gorging and I am loving every minute 
of it!  October through December is 
my absolute favorite time to crappie 
fish	 on	Lake	 Springfield.	 	 I	 love	 the	
cold water, fall feeding frenzy.  The 
fish	are	munching	on	as	much	shad	as	
they possibly can to stay fat and hap-
py for the winter.  
 This time of year, I usually start 
to take a break from white bass and 
concentrate	solely	on	crappie	fishing.		
Dock shooting is my favorite thing 
- in the entire world.  If I was told I 

could	only	fish	one	way	the	rest	of	my	
life and I had to pick only one way - it 
would be to dock shoot! I practice all 
of the time in the garage with my spec 
dock that I made with two corners and 
a top of a pallet and a three-inch pipe. 
I use it to practice my accuracy from 
different angles and different amounts 
of	feet.	Dock	shooting	is	my	jam	and	
I aspire to be the best dock shooter in 
the country!  Would I ever know if I 
am the best dock shooter in the coun-
try? NO! But I love it and it’s my fa-
vorite	way	 to	 fish.	 	All	 of	 this	 to	 be	
said, this time of year we are shooting 
docks for crappie and using 1/16th and 
1/32nd	ounce	jigs	with	Charlie	Brew-
er Slider grubs and TOPHAT Jigs, and 
the occasional Bonehead tackle stump 
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bugs.  My favorite color combos are 
natural colors or purple-colored baits.  
It all depends on the water clarity.  
 I always am asked why I love Oc-
tober. Why do I love it when every-
one is leaving the lake and I’m there 
spending some days never seeing an-
other boat? A lot of outdoorsmen are 
done	fishing	and	are	concentrating	on	
the woods or the birds in the air.  Oc-
tober is one of the months that you get 
to start catching monster slab daddy 
crappie that are putting the feed bag 
on. I get to book everyday knowing 
that my work will begin to slow down 
in	the	next	month	or	so.		I	love	to	fish	
in November, but it is hard convinc-
ing	people	to	come	fish	when	it’s	30	
degrees outside and you’re freez-
ing…. But…. You do catch some of 

the	biggest	fish	of	the	year.		The	fall	
and early spring are your opportuni-
ties to catch those mondo crappie that 
you look for all year.  Sometimes peo-
ple are looking for a 10.5” crappie or 
they want a 15” crappie.  Regardless, 
this is the time of the year to go for 
it!  As one of my good friends says 
often, “You can’t catch ‘em, sitting on 
the couch.” Isn’t that the truth?  The 
weather may be changing, you might 
be going deer hunting or duck hunting 
or putting your speed boat away, but 
in October and November, even into 
December, come rip across the lake in 
search of your personal best crappie.  
Maybe	you	can	find	one	you	want	a	
replica mount of? Every year for the 
last four years or more, the colder it 
has been, the better and I have been 

able to catch my two-pound crappie 
October through December!
 In October we still have some 
nights and days to get the kids out a 
few	more	times	to	enjoy	God’s	beau-
tiful creation before it gets too cold.  
Sometimes	 for	me,	 I	 love	 just	going	
on a walk with my wife Bethany, 
daughter Haddie, son Crosby and 
baby Mayzie.  Sometimes, it’s a sim-
ple	walk	to	the	backyard	to	have	a	fire	
or maybe we walk around the lake in 
town	 and	 go	 fishing	 and	 as	 Haddie	
would say, “get our exercise, Dad!” 
She must know I need to exercise 
more?! Haha… regardless, I love to 
share the outdoors with my little fam-
ily!  Whether it be watching a sunset, 

or if one of those little stinkers wakes 
up	 early	 and	 I’m	 enjoying	 a	 cup	 of	
coffee outside and watching the sun-
rise	or	having	a	fire	in	the	backyard.		
The	 point	 is:	 we	 are	 outside	 enjoy-
ing this beautiful gift we have been 
given!  We love walking around the 
lake and seeing the leaves changing 
colors and the milkweed get blown 
open by the wind and the bugs still 
buzzing around before winter sets in.  
October is one of my favorite months 
for	the	simple	fact	that	I	get	to	enjoy	
it so peacefully with my family and 
of course, that we get to chase down 
some fat, fall-feeding crappie along 
the way!  Get your families outdoors 
and	enjoy	this	season.		As	always,	I’m	
at centralilcrappieguide.com or 309-
642-8106.



BUCKET LIST FISHING 
ADVENTURES

Top Destinations across North America 
for Adrenaline Seeking Anglers

By: Colby Simms with Ray Simms and Amber Ronketto
Photos by: the Colby Simms Outdoors Team

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com

 What could be better than chasing 
hard	 fighting	 predator	 sport	 fish	 in	 a	
gorgeous wilderness paradise? The 
answer is not much. The CSO Team has 
been	 traveling	 to	 world	 class	 fishing	
destinations for TV and magazine work 
for decades now, but our favorite locations 
combine wild places with hot action from 
a number of species. 
 
*Costa Rica & Mexico
 Costa Rica is known worldwide 
as	 one	 the	 very	 best	 saltwater	 fishing	
destinations	on	the	planet,	but	two	specific	
areas	along	the	Pacific	Coast	offer	the	best	
the country has to offer, and many say the 
entire	world	as	well!	Inshore	anglers	find	

giant	hard-hitting	 roosterfish	 in	 the	clear	
emerald green waters, along with massive 
cubera snapper that readily hammer big 
top water lures, with strikes so savage 
they’ll haunt your dreams. Other snapper 
species, as well as monster snook, 
mackerel,	tarpon,	jacks,	groupers,	sharks	
and many other species are abound.
	 Offshore	 angling	 is	 just	 as	 hot,	 for	
the	 undisputed	 sport	 fishing	 kings	 of	
the	 world,	 billfish!	 Monstrous	 tackle	
busting trophy class blue marlin, black 
marlin and striped marlin are in found 
abundance here, along with lots and lots 
of	 big	 acrobatic	 sailfish.	 Anglers	 also	
hit huge wahoo, tunas, sharks, dorado 
and many other exciting species in the 
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Tournament championship title holder, 
media personality & guide Ray Simms with 
a monster bass caught on the Colby Simms 

Tackle School N Shad shown.

Internationally renowned fishing pro, TV 
star & outfitter Colby Simms releases his 
second big Pacific sailfish of the morning 

that hit 10 minutes after he landed a 400lb 
blue marlin!



COLBY SIMMS is a multiple muskie, 
bass and billfish tournament champ 

and multiple circuit championship title 
holder, record holding guide, public 

speaker, award winning international 
writer and network TV & radio personality, 

and Owner of Colby Simms Outdoors 
LLC, offering custom lures & tackle, 

professional promotions, media services, 
seminars, and guided trips & fishing 

vacations in the U.S., Canada, 
Mexico & Costa Rica at: 

www.ColbySimmsOutdoors.com 
or 618-521-0526 / 573-358-5948 or 

colbysimmsoutdoors@hotmail.com 
and follow them at: www.facebook.com/

ColbySimmsSportFishingPro 
& www.facebook.com/
ColbySimmsOutdoors. 
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rich cobalt blue waters. Off some of the 
world’s most gorgeous beaches, visitors 
experience incredible snorkeling, scuba 
diving,	 kayaking	 and	 surfing.	 In	 a	 place	
that National Geographic referred to 
as “the most ecologically intense place 
on earth”, an almost unimaginable 
diversity	of	wildlife	in	the	jungles,	rivers,	
mountains and oceans mean wildlife 
viewing and photography like nowhere 
else! Sloths and tapirs, spider and howler 
monkeys,	 jaguars	 and	pumas,	 crocodiles	
and caimen, toucans and scarlet macaws, 
owl	 and	 blue	 morpho	 butterflies,	 sea	
turtles and dolphins, whale sharks and 
hammerheads, humpback whales and 
killer whales, and countless other species 
are abundant.
 Mexican bassin’ is as good as it 
gets. Waters south of the border typically 
produce far better than across the States, 
and this is especially true at Sinaloa’s Lake 
Mateos in the Sierra Madre Mountains. 
Incredibly, the lake record is over 18lbs 
and 200 plus bass per boat days are 
possible! Because the 55,000 acre Mateos 
receives	 a	 small	 fraction	 of	 the	 fishing	
pressure as other more famous Mexican 
waters,	fishing	can	be	literally	red	hot,	one	
of the world’s very best bets for the trip of 
a lifetime. Bird watching and photography 
is also a popular pastime at this pristine 
and undeveloped mountain lake.
 
*Midwestern United States 
 Southern Missouri’s clear and rocky 
Saint Francis River is a gem among 
streams, producing the best whitewater 
paddling in the state, in the 15 mile upper 
section. For over 50 miles downstream 
to Wappapello Lake, the waters offer 
excellent	 fishing	 for	 smallmouth	 bass,	
largemouth bass, spotted bass, white bass, 
bluegills	 and	 other	 sunfish,	 as	 well	 as	
catfish	and	walleyes.	Camping	is	popular	
in this area as well. Western Kentucky’s 
reservoirs, Barkley and Kentucky Lakes, 
joined	 by	 a	 canal	 near	 their	 dams,	 are	
rated	as	two	of	the	very	best	bass	fisheries	
in the country. These huge waters draw 
top professional bass tournament circuits 

with regularity, and with good reason, 
big bass and lots of them. Trophy class 
largemouth, smallmouth and spotted bass 
are all found in large numbers here, where 
tournament anglers routinely weigh giant 
sacks. Waterskiing, boating and camping 
are also popular.
 Southern Illinois’ Kinkaid Lake 
may very well be the best multi species 
fishing	 water	 in	 the	 Midwest.	 Situated	
in the gorgeous Southern Illinois Ozark 
Mountains of the Shawnee National Forest, 
this lake and area offers hunting, hiking, 
camping, boating, skiing, horseback 
riding, wildlife photography, and much 
more, in miles upon miles of undeveloped 
wilderness, that’s only a short drive from 
the college city of Carbondale, which 
offers great dining, shopping, sporting 
events and more. Kinkaid has been rated 
one	of	 the	world’s	 top	10	muskie	fishing	
waters, and produces incredible numbers 
of these giant toothy predators. Kinkaid is 
also one of the very best largemouth bass 
and	crappie	fisheries	too,	and	offers	great	
angling for walleyes, smallmouth bass, 
bluegills	 and	 other	 sunfish,	 monstrous	
drum,	 various	 catfish	 species,	white	 bass	
and more.
 
*Alaska & Canada
 Pipestone Lake of Ontario, Canada 
is wilderness water accessible only 
by	 floatplane	 or	 boat,	 producing	 good	
fishing	 for	 smallmouth	 bass,	 walleyes,	
lake trout, yellow perch, muskies, and 
northern pike. Connecting lakes are 
reachable by a short hike from Pipestone, 
where visitors sometimes spot bears, 
deer, moose, and eagles.
 Parts of the southern Gulf of Alaska 
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FOR YOUR STANDING TIMBERFOR YOUR STANDING TIMBER

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!
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www.goodforesttimber.comwww.goodforesttimber.com
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Taxidermy

711 W. Ave F, Lewistown  
309-547-7282
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WIldlIfe studIo

Cooper Johnson, Owner

produce probably the very best cold 
saltwater	 fishing	 on	 Earth.	 Giant	 king	
salmon, halibut, yelloweye, lingcod, black 
sea bass, silver salmon, sharks and other 
species abound in high numbers in trophy 
caliber. Fishing can be literally mind 
blowing, and guests often take advantage 
of the option to bring home 100 pounds 
of	 succulent,	 virgin	Alaskan	 fish	 fillets	 to	
fill	 the	 freezer.	 Photography	 of	 humpback	
whales, seals, sea otters, killer whales and 
other	 wildlife	 is	 common	 while	 fishing.	
Back on land, hiking and driving excursions 
put visitors in front of deer, bears, eagles and 
other species. Seaside dining is incredible in 
the	small	fishing	towns,	surrounded	by	the	
beauty	of	the	North	Pacific	and	the	Tongass	
National Forest in the massive Coast 
Mountain Range.
 
*Get Out There
 Nothing in the world tops making 
trips to places of wonder and amazement 
like these, with family and friends. It’s an 
experience to warm the heart, sooth the 

soul, and revive the mind, an experience 
that stays with us, down in the depths of our 
being, every minute of every day of this life. 
Adventurers looking to book a trip to any of 
these incredible places can contact us 618-
521-0526 or email colbysimmsoutdoors@
hotmail.com. The beauty, excitement and 
magnificence	of	God’s	great	outdoors	await	
us all, so get out there…

Colby Simms shot this photo of 
TV personality Kelly Gotch after she 

caught this beautiful king salmon while 
they were fishing with Big Water 
Adventures TV Host Mark Davis



By Bob Park, Owner/Maker
Raptor Premium Spinnerbaits
(309) 694-1774

LURE CHOICES FOR SUCCESSFUL FALL 
BASS FISHING

 Fall is probably the best 
opportunity to catch trophy sized 
Largemouth Bass and deciding 
on what lures to throw at them is 
probably easier to do than you might 
think! Lure choices for fall bass 
fishing	includes	almost	anything	you	
may have in your tackle box. In the 
fall of the year, Bass are geared for 
feeding heavily in order to fatten up 
for the long winter of inactivity and 
limited food available to them. This 
allows	 the	 bass	 fisherman	 to	 catch	
them using a wide variety of lures 
and patterns on any given trip to 
your local lake, stream or river. Fall 
is	my	 favorite	 time	 to	fish	 since	 the	

cooler water temperatures are more 
appealing to bass and the biggest 
specimens migrate into the shallows 
to feed and linger there for much 
longer periods than any other time 
of	year.	Plus,	you	just	might	find	you	
will have the entire lake to yourself 
since	 a	 great	 many	 fishermen	 also	
dove hunt or deer hunt, and many 
have long since winterized and stored 
their boats for the year! A guy can 
start	the	day	off	fishing	topwater	with	
a buzzbait, or chugger and catch a 
few nice ones, then switch up to a 
spinnerbait and keep catching bass 
with good results. Even plastics and 
jig/pork	combinations	will	work	this	
time of year at almost anytime of day. 
In addition, crankbaits, which mimic 
baitfish,	are	always	a	good	choice	as	
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well. Just about ANY lure in your box 
can and will catch bass in the Fall… 
some of these lures and patterns work 
better than others and some you can 
count on to produce time and time 
again! So, this month I am going 
to touch upon some of my personal 
favorite lures and patterns that have 
worked well for me in past season 
during the feeding frenzy that is fall 
bass	fishing!
 Ever thought of throwing a 
buzzbait or frog around shoreline 
cover during “High Noon” in the fall? 
You should, because bass are cruising 
the shallows at all hours of the day this 
time of year and top water lures are not 
resigned to the low light conditions 
usually associated with these types 
of lures during any other season of 
the year. Bass will routinely attack a 
top water bait from greater distances 
and through heavier vegetation in the 

fall than any other time of the year. 
Reason being is the predatory nature 
of the bass is in “high gear” and it 
associates the ruckus caused by a top 
water lure as an “easy meal!”  Lures 
in this group are Pop-R’s, any brand 
of Frog bait, Torpedoes and any 
other “prop” type bait, as well as the 
traditional buzzbait. A medium fast 
retrieve is good this time of year as 
the bass are aggressively feeding and 
don’t have a problem chasing down a 
bait before inhaling it. But aside from 
the buzzbait, be sure to incorporate 
plenty of “pauses” in retrieving 
these lures to give them that erratic, 
wounded prey effect. When using 
the buzzbait, “twitch” it occasionally 
during the retrieve to give it the same 
effect, but don’t stop or pause it like 
with the other lures.
 Fall still has an abundance of 
vegetation available for the bass to use 
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and hide in so I also like to throw my 
favorite lure, the spinnerbait in and 
around vegetation and weed lines, etc. 
This time of year, scattered grass and 
weed lines along windblown banks 
are a prime target for a spinnerbait! 
Baitfish	 get	 blown	 up	 against	 these	
banks and weed edges and the bass 
will cruise in and around them, hiding 
until a ball of shad comes too close 
and then ambush them for an easy 
meal. One of my Raptor Premium 
double	 willow	 blade	 models	 in	 just	
about	 any	 baitfish	 pattern	 does	 the	
trick at mimicking the prey species in 
anything from clear to stained/muddy 
water. Just remember, the clearer the 
water the more natural the spinnerbait 
pattern, and conversely, the muddier 
or stained the water the more brightly 
colored or “loud” the spinnerbait 
pattern. In addition, in very muddy 
water going to a Willow/Indiana blade 
combination or a Colorado/Indiana 
blade combination will add some 
extra “thump” or vibration to help 
attract the bass to the lure. Or opt for 
a single Colorado bladed short arm 
spinnerbait… I really like running the 
lure	just	under	the	surface	this	time	of	
year to create a bulge or wake during 

the retrieve, occasionally twitching or 
pausing the retrieve to cause the blade 
to	flutter	 or	 blades	 to	 clack	 together	
momentarily before resuming the 
retrieve. This can drive bass crazy 
and cause some explosive strikes! 
Also try “ticking” the edges or tops 
of the vegetation with the spinnerbait 
to	give	 the	same	flutter	and	clack	as	
mentioned before, this too can result 
in	a	rod	jarring	hit	from	a	bass!
	 Do	 not	 just	 limit	 your	 attack	 of	
the grass to spinnerbaits! I also have 
a liking for Floating or Suspending 
Rat-L-Traps in grassy areas too! 
These semi-bouyant models of 
the old faithful crankbait are great 
choices for both active feeding 
bass, and the inactive bass too. Cast 
your rattle bait to a likely area of 
submerged vegetation and reel it in 
just	fast	enough	to	“tickle”	the	tops	of	
the grass/weeds in the areas holding 
the bass. If and when the lure is 
“grabbed” by a snag of grass… and 
it	will	happen,	jerk	the	bait,	ripping	it	
free from the snag allowing it to rattle 
loudly and quickly before returning 
to your steady retrieve until it snags 
again. This ripping free action has 
resulted in more than a few strikes 
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for me from some pretty large bass 
when no other tricks will work. And it 
works on both the active and inactive 
fish	in	the	area,	because	NO	bass	can	
resist	 a	wounded	 baitfish,	 hungry	 or	
not! This is a great search method for 
fish	and	once	you	find	them	you	can	
sack up numerous bass in short order!
Another lure presentation I like around 
the grass is a wacky rigged Senko or 6 
Inch straight Creme style worm with 
NO	weight,	just	a	hook	and	the	plastic	
bait. Find some likely looking holes 
or edges in the weed bed and cast the 
lure to the spot and let it fall without 
adding any extra motion to the lure. 
The nice thing about these lures is 
the way they “shimmy’ and shake 
as the fall all by themselves! Watch 
your line and as soon as it moves, set 
the hook. Fishing can’t get any easier 
than this method and it can and will 
tempt even the biggest bass in the 
lake! Why? Because NO bass can 
resist an easy meal of a defenseless 
or wounded prey! Don’t hesitate to 
try “dead-sticking” your worm/Senko 
either… simply cast it out and let it 

fall	slowly	to	the	bottom	and	just	lay	
there motionless. You will be amazed 
at the quality of bass that will sit there 
and watch it until it can’t stand it any 
longer and sucks it into their mouth. 
All you’ll feel is a slight “tick’ and 
maybe a brief twitch to the line at the 
water’s surface. Then it’s time to load 
up and set the hook! The bass does all 
the	work,	and	you	reap	the	benefits!
 The last bit of advice I can give 
you is if your bait is moving, make 
sure it moves in an erratic manner! 
No matter what the lure is, be sure 
to make it seem like it is “wounded” 
or	 “fleeing”	 with	 an	 erratic	 retrieve.	
There are many different types of 
baitfish	and	prey	the	bass	are	targeting	
in the fall and an erratic retrieve will 
likely trigger a strike where a straight 
retrieve	 looks	 just	 like	 any	 other	
motion with no enticement to a bass’ 
predatory instinct. Erratic motion kicks 
that instinct into high gear and the bass 
cannot help but strike the presentation. 
So again, until next month, good luck, 
good	fishing,	and	hope	to	see	you	on	
the water somewhere.
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HUNTERS ENCOURAGED TO CONTRIBUTE TO MDC’S 
BOWHUNTER OBSERVATION SURVEY THIS FALL
JEFFERSON CITY, MO – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
encourages hunters to help monitor the 
state’s terrestrial wildlife populations by 
reporting sightings through the Bowhunter 
Observation Survey.
 MDC has conducted an annual 
Bowhunter Observation Survey 
since 1983 to track trends in wildlife 
populations, such as coyotes, fox, deer, 
wild turkeys, and raccoons. During the 
early part of the archery deer and turkey 
season, from Sept. 15 until the start of 
the	 November	 portion	 of	 firearms	 deer	
season, hunters record sightings of 

wildlife observed while hunting. These 
data are recorded and summarized at the 
statewide and county level.
 Survey participants previously signed 
up for a mailing list to receive paper diaries 
to record their sightings during the archery 
season. MDC has recently developed an 
electronic version to make the survey more 
accessible and to improve how quickly 
results are summarized.
 “Using the information submitted for the 
survey, we can calculate ‘Archer’s Indices’ 
for different observed wildlife species 
to track trends in animal populations,” 
explained MDC Furbearer Biologist Nate 
Bowersock. “Bowhunter Observation 

Surveys are also used in other states across 
the	country	and	can	be	an	efficient	way	 to	
track wildlife numbers that are otherwise 
costly to do through other methods.”
 While any bowhunter can contribute 
to the Bowhunter Observation Survey, 
registering	to	become	an	official	cooperator	
has	 additional	 benefits.	 Cooperators	 will	
receive a reminder email that the survey 
is about to begin and a summary report 
at the end of each survey. Cooperators 
can also receive a copy of their submitted 
observations upon request.
 To learn more and to sign up for 
the Bowhunter Observation Survey, 
visit https://short.mdc.mo.gov/4co.

DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE!DEER PROCESSING AVAILABLE!

810 Deal St. • Highland, IL

618-654-3813
korte-meats.com

PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 
Variety of Bratwurst, Variety of Burger, Breakfast Sausage, Polish Sausage, 

Variety of Salami, Variety of Salami Sticks, Bacon, Bologna, Hot Dogs, 
Jerky, Summer Sausage and Snack Sticks

OPEN: Tues - Fri 8am - 6pm & Sat 8am - 3:30pm
 24 hour drop off trailer for your convenience call 618-654-3813 or check Facebook for 

details/instruction on drop off. Check Facebook for Weekend Hours During the Seasons!

 Bowhunters can help MDC monitor 
Missouri’s terrestrial wildlife populations 

by submitting sightings during the 
early portion of the state’s deer archery 
and turkey season, which runs Sept. 15 

through Nov. 11. Missouri Department of 
Conservation photo
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MDC OFFERS CWD DROP-OFF 
SITES FOR DEER HUNTERS
By Maddie Est & Dan Zarlenga

KIRKSVILLE, MO – To make it 
easier for deer hunters to help monitor 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), the 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) has deployed deer head drop-
off sites Each site has a freezer that 
will preserve the samples, which will 
be picked up later by MDC staff for 
CWD testing.  To submit a deer head 
for testing, hunters will be required to 
cut off the head in advance, so it can be 
left in the freezer.
 The goal is to provide hunters 
an additional way of submitting their 
harvested deer for voluntary CWD 
testing.  These self-serve drop sites 
will enable hunters to submit deer 
heads for sampling at their convenience 
throughout the 2022-2023 fall deer 
hunting season.
Freezer Drop-Off Locations for 
Northeast Region
•  Macon County: New Cambria Fire 

Department (107 Jones St. in New 
Cambria) and MFA-Macon (1805 N. 
Missouri St. in Macon)

•  Sullivan County: Shop and Talk 
Convenience Store (9 W. Highway 6 
in Green City)

•  Adair County: MDC Northeast 
Regional	 Office	 (3500	 S.	 Baltimore	
St. in Kirksville)

•  Knox County: Edina Fire Department 
(104 S. 2nd in Edina)

•  Clark County: Duer’s Oil Co. Inc. 
(115 N. Johnson St. in Kahoka)

•  Putnam County: Mc Cormack’s 
MFA (28637 US Highway 136 in 
Unionville)

Freezer Drop-Off Locations for 
Central Region:
•  Gasconade County: Old Dutch 

Mill Gas Station (1988 US-50 in 
Owensville)

•  Camden County: MDC Camdenton 
Office	 (783	Thunder	Mountain	Road	
in Camdenton)

The sample drop-off sites in the St. 
Louis region include:
•  Crawford Co. - Mary’s Valley Meat 

Processing, 20 Brown Cemetery Road 
in Steelville

•  Franklin - MDC’s Meramec 
Workstation, 3220 S. Hwy 185 at 
Meramec Conservation Area

•  St. Charles Co.—August A. Busch 
Memorial Conservation Area, 2360 
Highway D in St. Charles

•		Warren	 -	 MDC’s	 Warrenton	 Office,	
26620 State Highway U in Warrenton

•  Washington	-	U.S.	Forest	Service	Office,	
10019 West Highway 8 in Potosi

•  Jefferson Co. - Festus/Crystal City 
Conservation Club, 2567 U.S. 
Highway 61 in Crystal City

 Hunters should cut off the deer 
head (and antlers for any bucks) 
while leaving about six inches of neck 
attached before coming to the drop-off 
location.  Materials will be available at 
the freezer sites, such as trash bags, zip 
ties, and data sheets, that hunters can 
use in labeling the heads. 
 Hunters will need to record their 
name and contact information, as well 
as their Telecheck ID numbers and the 
location the deer was harvested.  They can 
then simply leave the head in the freezer.  
Staff will collect the head and pull the 
samples to be submitted for testing. 
 The drop-off sites will not be 
available for use during the opening 
weekend	of	the	firearms	deer	season	(Nov.	

GAMBER COVEGAMBER COVE
With over 10 excellent fishing lakes, miles of hiking trails, berry picking, With over 10 excellent fishing lakes, miles of hiking trails, berry picking, 

mushroom hunting, swimming pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.mushroom hunting, swimming pool, shower house, shooting range & club house.
Camping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, IllinoisCamping: Full Hookups or Primitive • Near Victoria, Illinois

www.GamberCove.net

Enjoy 300 Acres! Call Ray Gamber to get your membership today!

309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172309.879.2490 • 309.696.0172

12-13) in counties where mandatory 
CWD sampling is required.  Hunters that 
harvest a deer in a CWD Management 
Zone must get their deer tested at one 
of MDC’s mandatory sampling stations 
during opening weekend.
 Hunters will be able to check their 
harvested deer’s CWD sampling results 
online using their Telecheck ID within 
three weeks.  MDC will notify a hunter 
directly if their sample comes back 
positive for CWD.  The Centers for 
Disease Control does not recommend 
consuming meat from a deer that has 
tested positive for CWD.
 The drop-off sites will be available 
to accept samples until the conclusion 
of the 2022-2023 archery deer season, 
Jan. 15, 2023.

32-Dan pic 1.jpg
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MDC ENCOURAGES TURKEY 
HUNTERS TO SUBMIT FALL 
FEATHERS
By Jill Pritchard

Mandatory Sampling
 MDC reminds hunters who harvest 
deer from any of the 34 counties in its 
CWD Management Zone during Nov. 
12-13 that they must take their deer — 
or	just	the	head	—	on	the	day	of	harvest	
to one of MDC’s many CWD mandatory 
sampling stations throughout the 
counties. Mandatory sampling stations 
will be open from 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 The counties for mandatory 
sampling are as follows: Adair, Barry, 
Barton, Camden, Cedar, Chariton, 
Christian, Clark, Crawford, Franklin, 
Greene, Hickory, Howell, Jefferson, 
Laclede, Linn, Macon, McDonald, 
Mercer, Oregon, Ozark, Perry, 
Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Ripley, St. 
Clair, St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve, 
Stone, Sullivan, Taney, Vernon, and 
Washington.
 Hunters who harvest deer from 

any of the 34 CWD Management 
Zone counties are reminded that they 
must follow carcass transportation 
restrictions when traveling to CWD 
testing sites. Visit  mdc.mo.gov/
cwd, or see the 2022 Fall Deer & 
Turkey Hunting Information and 
Regulation booklet for details.

CWD Facts:
 CWD is a neurological disease that 
is fatal to deer.  A deer may be infected 
with no visible symptoms.  The only 
way to positively identify the presence 
of CWD is to extract lymph nodes from 
the animal’s neck.  The disease has 
been	confirmed	in	many	counties	across	
Missouri, and hunters can play an 
important role in helping MDC monitor 
and track the disease in Missouri by 
providing this valuable data.
 Get more information on CWD, 
voluntary sampling (including 
an interactive map of voluntary 
sampling sites), freezer drop-off 
locations, mandatory sampling, 
and more online at mdc.mo.gov/
cwd and from MDC’s 2022 Fall Deer 
& Turkey Hunting Regulations and 
Information booklet, available where 
hunting permits are sold.

JEFFERSON CITY, MO 
– The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) is asking 
Missouri turkey hunters to save 
and submit feathers from birds 
they harvest this fall for a research 
project	that	will	improve	our	ability	
to estimate turkey abundance 
across Missouri.
 Hunters who successfully 
harvest a turkey during either the 
Archery Deer and Turkey Season 
or Fall Firearms Turkey Season 
can voluntarily submit feathers 
from their turkey at no cost.
 Interested hunters are asked to 
retain a wing and 3-5 feathers from 
the breast after Telechecking their 
turkey. They will then be mailed 

a feather submission packet, 
including a postage-paid return 
envelope to submit feathers at no 
cost.
 To receive a feather submission 
packet, hunters must register 
to participate at mdc.mo.gov/
turkeyfeathers.
 For more information on 
turkey hunting in Missouri, visit 
MDC online at https://huntfish.
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/
species/turkey.



OCTOBER SITS 
ON A BOW 
STAND
By Bill Cooper

 The Missouri bow season began 
September 15. Thousands of anxious 
bowhunters headed out to tree stands and 
blinds to sit and wait for the most prized 
game animal in North America, the white-
tailed deer.
 Interest in hunting white-tails has 
skyrocketed in the last 30 years, elevating 
the animals to near celebrity status. 

Gateway
INN

of Sullivan, IL

www.gatewayinnsullivan.net

Recently Remodeled • New Carpeting
Color Cable TV  • Refrigerator  • Microwave

Free Internet/WiFi • Adjacent Restaurant
Free Electric Hookups for Boat

YOUR HOSTS: Sam & Nij Patel
1320 S. Hamilton St. • Rt. 32, Sullivan, IL

info@gatewayinnsullivan.net

GATEWAY TO LAKE 
SHELBYVILLE...

217-728-4314

Present this ad at check in time and get an additional 10% discount on the regular room rate!

by bright red berries, which serve as 
fall fruits for a host of woodland birds, 
including wild turkeys. 
 The grand oaks, upon which deer 
depend for an acorn crop, begin a show 
of color as well as leaves and acorn shells 
become a mottling of browns and greens. 
Woodland	 asters	 show	 purple	 flowers	
with golden centers, while patches of 
golden rod begin to resemble nature’s 
golden arches. 
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Bowhunters plan and prepare throughout 
the year for the arrival of September and 
opening day. A culmination of months 
of activities surrounding the celebration 
of bowhunting come to a head on a 
September day. 
 Sleepless nights are the norm for 
those anticipating the approach of bow 
season. Anticipation roils to a fever pitch 
as last-minute preparations are made in 
hopes of arrowing a bruiser buck. 
 October is perhaps the favorite month 
of bowhunters, but those October sits are 
not all about the deer.
	 The	grip	of	fall	weather	has	solidified	
by the early days of October Mornings 
are cooling and fall scents waft on the 
breezes. Summer’s growing season is 
complete, and the sweet scent of decaying 
plant matter permeates the rising air 
currents. Perceptive bowhunters catch the 
fragrance high in their tree stands.
 Savvy bowhunters notice and 
appreciate the palette of fall colors, for 
they know the advancing days bring 
better hunting opportunities.
 Scarlets of Virginia creeper and 
crimson colors of sweet gum leaves are 
among the brightest of woodland colors. 
Hickories sport bright yellow leaves as 
do black walnuts. The mottled reds and 
browns of dogwood leaves are accented 

 Sassafras, known for its spicy roots, 
and reputation as the only known tree 
with three distinctively shaped leaves, 
begins a showy display of oranges and 
reds, as do persimmons. These pulpy 
fruits mature and become edible with the 
first	frosts	of	October.	The	first	frost	will	
raise their sugar content. Deer, opossums, 
foxes, coyotes and a host of other forest 
creatures relish these sweet fruits. They 
don’t last long.
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M-F: 10am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

 Bowhunting near a grove of 
persimmon trees often pays handsome 
rewards. I arrowed one of the best bucks 
of my life by shaking persimmons to the 
ground before climbing into my stand. 
Every persimmon on the ground had 
been consumed and the ground had been 
trampled to dust by feeding deer.
 A nearby doe heard the familiar sound 
of persimmons hitting the ground and 
showed	 herself	within	 five	minutes.	 She	
constantly raised her head to look over her 
shoulder as she fed on the persimmons, a 
sure sign that a buck was nearby.
 Ten minutes later, a fat 8-point buck 
trotted to the small persimmon grove and 
began feeding excitedly. Persimmons 
are like deer candy and the greedy buck 
intended to get his share. 
 I’ll never forget the 35-yard shot at 
the regal buck under the persimmon trees 
in a magical place called Paradise Valley. 
My	arrow	met	its	mark.	The	tracking	job	
proved very easy, and soon I ran my hands 
over the polished antlers and sleek hide of 
a true Ozarks Mountains buck. 
 I remember the meat from the buck 
being	 especially	 flavorful.	 I	 imagined	
that the taste had been derived from the 
buck eating so many sweet persimmons. 
Regardless, it made many tasty meals for 
me and my family over the winter.
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 The brilliant reds of showy sumac 
begin to paint one of the most brilliant 
displays of color found in nature. The 
dramatic changes that come with fall 
occur with each advancing day, adding 
to the pleasures of the bowhunter. A 
well leaved sassafras tree providing a bit 
of cover for your bow stand today, may 
begin dropping leaves tomorrow, thus 
revealing the hide to passersby. Adding 
further	 camouflage	 to	 your	 stand	 may	
become necessary.
 The small lake, or pond, near your 
bow stand may magically turn into a 
refuge for migrating blue-winged teal, the 
earliest migrators of the waterfowl world. 
You’ll be lucky to see them today, for 
they will be gone tomorrow, headed as far 
away as Argentina. 
 If you are lucky, you will hear 
the “weep, weep, weep,” of brilliantly 
colored wood ducks, another early 
migrator species. And the guttural honks 
of Canada geese add a sense of urgency 
as this fall season progresses.
 As always, squirrels will be abundant 
in the deer woods. The noisy creatures 
drive bowhunters to distraction, with 
their incessant running through the 
woods, chasing one another and running 
up and down trees. The grating of teeth 
on acorn shells, walnut hulls and hickory 

nuts is enough to make a hunter cringe. 
The noise is not only distracting, but 
often covers the silent crunch of deer 
hooves punching through the leaves of 
the	 forest	 floor	 as	 they	 approach	 your	
stand. Squirrels have been the culprit of 
ruined deer hunts many times.
 October sits on a bow stand are extra 
special. They renew the spirit of mankind 
as the bowhunter revels in the magical 
production of nature each and every 
day.	 Even	 the	 magnificent	 white	 tail	 is	
undergoing changes. A lucky hunter may 

have the opportunity to harvest a buck in 
velvet early in the season, but the window 
is narrow and closes rapidly. 
 Older, wiser bucks begin to separate 
from the summer bachelor groups 
and establish territories of their own. 
However, you may rest assured that the 
shorter day lengths and throws of nature 
are working their magic on this incredible 
animal, which we all dream about taking 
during one of our October sits on a 
favorite deer stand.

Bowhunters relish the cool air and colors of while sitting on an October bow stand. T
alking a good buck is a real bonus.
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 Recently a good friend of mine Mr. 
Mark Van Patten invited me down to 
the Akers Ranger station down on the 
Current river to attend and assist with a 
fly	fishing	class.	Mr.	Van	Patton	 is	not	
your normal park ranger he has over 50 
years’	experience	fly	fishing	for	trout	in	
the Ozark region of Missouri. He was 
born in California and raised in the 
Ozarks by his grandparents. His life has 
been an amazing story that you could 
almost make a movie about. Come to 
find	out	he	wrote	a	book	about	his	life	
called Moonshine and Watermelons and 
Other Ozark Tales. To be honest I’ve 
had the book a week and have read it 
four times. 
 Now back to the class. Mark puts 
on	 an	 all-encompassing	 fly-fishing	
class	for	free	five	to	six	months	out	of	
the year. There are few requirements 
mostly	normal	stuff	like	fishing	permit	
and	 trout	 stamp,	 fishing	 vest,	 waders,	
Hat, Sunglasses (polarized Preferred), 
Sunscreen, Bug Spray, Lunch, and 
Water. He provides everything else, 
from	 rods	 to	 reels,	 flies	 and	 line	 he	
has everything on hand to help anyone 
and everyone who attends this class to 
become	 a	 competent	 fly	 fisherman	 or	
Fly	fisherwoman,	in	the	short	period	of	
time you are in his class.
 During his class you will initially 
have a classroom sit down in the 
ranger station. It’s a classroom that is 
made for about 11 people and that’s 
about	 all	 that	 will	 fit	 in	 it	 along	 with	
Mr. Van Patton and his assistant. He 
starts	 out	 speaking	 about	 fly	 rods.	Me	
being	 as	 experienced	 as	 I	 am	 at	 fly	
fishing	 thought	 that	 this	wouldn’t	give	
me a lot of information. But I found it 
to be very informative. He went over 
lengths, weights, brands, and types of 
fly	 rods	 and	 what	 they	 should	 use	 or	
what	type	of	fish	you	were	chasing.	He	
also	went	to	into	the	idea	that	fly	fishing	
doesn’t have to be expensive that you 

could get some relatively inexpensive 
equipment	and	still	be	just	as	successful	
as someone with thousands of dollars of 
equipment.  This sounds like an awful 
lot	 of	 information	 to	 soak	up	 in	 just	 a	
short period of time, but he provides a 
book with the entire class with all this 
pertinent information in it. 
 You move through the topics quick 
from rod components to reels, they all 
seem to be very important pieces of 
the puzzle that when all used together, 
they make a work of art. When you 
understand that it takes the correct rod 
with	the	correct	reel	with	most	fine	line	
down	 to	 the	 most	 beautiful	 fly	 casted	
across the gin clear creek to naturally 
land on the glass smooth water for the 
beautiful brown trout to rise and eat 
it. This all sounds very overwhelming 
right, Trust me it is not overwhelming at 
all it is as if you are painting your own 
picture or carving your own statue. 
 During this class Mr. Van Patten 
speaks a lot about safety. When you 
fall	 in	 the	 flowing	 river	 you	 should	
always position yourself rear end down 
and	Feet	first	 that	 is	 the	 safest	way	 to	
free	float	in	moving	water.	You	should	
always drink water and wear protective 
eye wear. It is very easy to end up with a 
hook in your eye no matter what type of 
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fishing	you	do.	You	should	always	wear	
some sort of protective eyewear. A very 
handy tool to have on the river with 
you is a wading staff. They are very 
affordable and worth their weight in 
gold having a third point of contact in 
moving water can make the difference 
in life and death a swift water situation. 
But hopefully you don’t have any 
situations like that on the river. 
 Of course, one of the sections is all 
about knots. Most people are scared of 
tying knots. There is typically a lot of 
concern about remembering every knot 
for every situation. Mark makes it pretty 
simple. He teaches a couple knots, that 
you	can	do	just	about	everything	in	any	
situation	in	fly	fishing.	With	just	a	little	
practice most of these knots become 
second nature especially when you 
practice. 
 One of the last sections of the 
classroom	part	of	the	class	is	flies.	You	
go	 over	 types	 of	 flies	 Dry	 Flies,	Wet	
Flies, Nymphs, Midges, and Streamers. 
These names are pretty self-explanatory 
for	what	they	are.	Fly	fishermen	like	to	
keep things simple when it comes to 
the names of things but when it comes 
to tying some of those things it can be a 
bear.	Along	with	the	types	of	flies	we	did	
a deep dive into Entomology. To keep it 

very simple Entomology of bugs. That 
plays	a	huge	part	in	fly	fishing	because	
pretty much everything that swims eat 
bugs in the water to survive and thrive. 
So, if you are deathly afraid of bugs, 
I’m	not	 sure	fly	fishing	 is	going	 to	be	
your thing, but you could always try.
 This last part of the class is the 
practical exercise. You go outside and 
you assemble rods, and you line up to 
start trying to cast. So, I’m going to tell 
you I had my doubts about some of the 
people	 when	 we	 first	 stepped	 outside	
and then bang, a little messaging from 
Mr. Van Patton and the most of them 
were well on their way to casting far 
enough	to	catch	any	fish	they	set	their	
mind to. 
 In conclusion I am a huge 
proponent	of	fly	fishing	anything	to	do	
with the outdoors and conservation. 
Small classes like these and events that 
take place across the state of Missouri 
is what keeps people interested in 
conservation and the outdoors. These 
also help conserve a way of life that 
seems to be fading slowly. If you are 
interested in one of Mr. Van Pattens 
Classes give him a call at the Akers 
Ranger Station (573)858-3397 or you 
can give me a call at (573)366-9527 and 
I can point you in the right direction.



38 Adventure Sports Outdoors | October 2022

maximum those same hunters 
obtained on treadmill testing.   
Despite all the potential physical 
injury,	 what	 really	 scares	 hunters	 is	
the danger that may be present from 
the things they cannot see.   Diseases 
a deer may have or carry are things 
that most hunters may not have dealt 
with before.  It is something they may 
hear about after the meat is in the 
freezer.  CWD, Bluetongue, Lyme are 
becoming more prevalent.  Are these 
dangerous to Humans?
 Hemorrhagic Disease is 
a general term for epizootic 
hemorrhagic disease and bluetongue 
virus.	 	The	 biting	midge	fly	 spreads	
this virus.  The peak incidence is 
in August to September.  Typical 
symptoms include fever, excessive 
salivation, swollen neck and tongue, 
swollen eyelids, interrupted growth 
of hooves, lethargy and weight loss.  
Dead deer are often found by water 
after being drawn to water to treat 
the fever.  Not all deer die from this 
disease but in bad outbreaks 20 % of 
a local herd may be lost.  The greatest 

 Anyone who has put up his stand 
must be familiar with safety.  Heart 
attacks are common every year.  A 
study with hunters wearing heart 
monitoring telemetry demonstrated 
that the act of deer hunting raised 
a hunter’s heart rate to above the 

evidence that a deer may have had 
this disease is the abnormal re-growth 
of their hooves.  This looks much like 
a	human	finger	appears	after	a	nail	is	
lost and re-grows.  Humans do not get 
hemorrhagic disease so handling and 
consumption of the meat from those 
deer that have recovered poses no 
threat. Any animal in poor health or 
a	diseased	condition	may	be	unfit	for	
consumption.
 Lyme Disease is spread by the 
deer tick.  The intestines of the tick 
carry a bacterium that is the cause 
of Lyme disease.  Deer can become 
infected with Lyme but they do not 
carry much of the bacteria.  The 
disease is rarely passed from one deer 
to another or from deer to humans.   
Deer may have large numbers of ticks 
and some caution should be taken in 
the handling of deer to avoid exposure 
from the tick that are abandoning the 
deer carcass:   
1.  Hang the deer for a day of two 

to let many of ticks drop off. 
(Refrigeration discourages the 
ticks from dropping)

2.  Treat Clothing with permethrin or 
a similar tick spray to prevent ticks 
from biting.  Take a shower and 
tick check often.

3.  Cook meat thoroughly- Although 
there is no evidence of parasites or 
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disease being transmitted through 
the venison, thoroughly cooking 
will ensure no transfer.

 Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) is a brain disease caused by 
an abnormal protein that supports 
its own replication.  This abnormal 
protein is like a tiny virus and is called 
a prion.  CWD belongs to a family 
of diseases called transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathies (TSE).  
This	 was	 first	 recognized	 about	
1960 in domestic elk.  Symptoms 
include weight loss over weeks or 
months, strange behavior, excessive 
salivation, excessive thirst and 
excessive urination.  Later stages 
show trouble with a wobbly walk and 
head tremors.  Most affected animals 
die within a few months of symptom 
onset, usually from choking leading to 
pneumonia.  There is a similar prion 
disease in humans called Creutz-
Jakob disease (CJD).  This affects the 
brains of humans causing a sponge 
like appearance of the brain tissue 
with multiple tiny holes developing.  
This disease has been linked to a 
similar prion disease in cows, Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy (Mad-
Cow Disease).  These 3 diseases 
can	be	identified	from	the	individual	
unique prions in the brain tissue.  
There	has	never	been	identification	of	
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the	CWD	specific	prion	 in	Humans.		
This means that the cases of media 
reported CWD affecting some hunters 
was	in	error.		The	Prion	identified	was	
specific	to	CJD	and	not	CWD.		So	far	
CWD has only been found in Deer and 
Elk.  The Center for Disease Control 
states that the risk of transmission 
of CWD to Humans is extremely 
small if the risk exists at all.  To 
play it safe when butchering, do not 
open the spinal column or head and 
deal with the nervous system of the 
deer.  If the nervous system has been 
opened in the harvest then remove 
any meat contaminated with brain 
or spinal cord matter.  Wear gloves 
when handling these contaminated 
materials. (For more information 
see: ”Chronic Wasting Disease and 
Potential Transmission to Humans”,  
w w w. c d c . g o v / N C I D O D / E I D /
v110no6/03-1082.htm)
 Tape Worms or Abdominal 
Worms are usually found when 
dressing a deer.  In some areas of the 

Midwest up to 75% of deer herd is 
infected with worms.  The infection 
starts when deer consume plants that 
are contaminated with the worm 
eggs.  The eggs hatch and burrow 
through the gut wall and enter the 
blood vessels to the liver.  They 
move to the surface of the liver and 
can enter the body cavity.  Humans 
cannot become infected from eating 
properly handled deer meat.  Eating 
contaminated meat can infect dogs 
and coyotes.  The presence of these 
worms does not affect the quality of 
the venison.  Freezing and or cooking 
the meat to 160 degrees kills the eggs 
and stops the risk of transmission.

 Traumatic injuries are 
frequently encountered in deer from 
poor placed broadheads or even 
from	traffic	accidents.		Most	of	these	
injuries	 heal	 without	 complication	
but some cause infection and loss of 
tissue.  Remove infected tissue and 
blood until there is at least ½ inch of 
normal appearing meat surrounding.  
If the infection looks to have spread 
through the deer, then the deer could 
be	unfit	for	consumption.
 Keep it clean and cold: Take 
care of your harvest as soon as 
possible during warm weather.  
Harmful bacteria capable of causing 
food borne illness grow quickly when 
the air temperature is over 40 F. 
 To make sure your venison stays 
safe to eat;
•  Field dress the carcass immediately 

after harvest.  Wear plastic or latex 
gloves when contacting the animal 
and animal’s blood.

•  Wash the body cavity with cold, 
clean water if possible. Carry a 
clean towel to wipe your hands and 
prevent cross contamination.

•  Place the heart and liver in a food-
grade plastic bag or bucket to store 
meat if you wish to keep them. 
Do not use black or dark colored 
garbage bags as these contain a 
toxin that can contaminate the meat.

•  Spread the rib cage to cool the 
carcass more quickly. If the air 
temperature is over 40 degrees F, 
consider packing the carcass with 
clean ice.

• Refrigerate the carcass, if possible.

Get in shape before the hunt!

Tape worms can appear as white oval on 
the surface of the liver



DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES 
FOR FALL FISHING

 I always look forward to October 
for several reasons that will produce 
good	 bass	 fishing.	 This	 is	 usually	 a	
month you will see very little boat 
traffic	 on	 the	 water.	 That	 is	 good	
because you can take your time and 
explore many places during the day. 
Second the water is starting to cool 
down and this brings the bait and the 
bass to shallow water. Third most 

www.woodaves.com

WOO SHOES

lures you can use this time of the year 
and I will get into a few of them now. 
I like to start out with a buzz bait, a 
walking bait XPS Slim Dog, XPS Z 
Pop, and a Zoom Horny Toad in white. 
Just cruise the banks alternating lures 
to	find	what	they	want.	Keep	a	Zoom 
Zlinky wacky style on your Johnny 
Morris CarbonLite rod to cast to 
missed strikes. A lot of times they will 
hit	the	Toad	fished	a	slow	buzzing	and	
you can even use it on a buzz bait. 
Take the skirt off and insert Horny 
Toad. Try different sizes as they want 
little noise one day and loud noise the 
next, so experiment. 
 Use the XPS square bill crank 
baits and lipless crank baits. The XPS 
Rattle Shad also really works well. 
One	 mistake	 I	 see	 fisherman	 do,	 is	
they make one cast to a target and 
move	on.	You	want	to	fish	it	like	you	
know	there’s	a	fish	there.	Try	different	

angles and a variety of lures making 
sure	 you	don’t	 leave	 a	fish.	You	 can	
run a spinner bait or crank bait by 
target, if no bites and pick up a Zoom 
Trick worm and they might bite. I’ve 
seen this happen many times and you 
never know which one they want until 
you try.
 Boat docks are good as the water 
falls. Lots of cover on the banks 
exposed and the docks still have water 
around them making cover and shade 
for	the	fish	to	hang	around.	It’s	time	to	
explore deep docks, mid-range docks 
and	 shallow	 docks	 till	 you	 find	 a	
pattern.	Then	just	fish	the	range	docks	
you are successful in. I use Zoom 
Trick	worms	on	shaky	head,	jigs	and	
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lakes are on a draw down. This is a 
good time to explore the exposed 
cover in the lake. Be sure to use your 
Garmin electronics and GPS to mark 
rock piles, stump beds and any other 
cover that might hold bass when 
the water comes up in the spring. I 
spend a lot of time on the water in 
my Mercury powered Nitro Z20, 
looking and marking stuff on local 
lakes for the tournament season next 
year. 
 This is a good time to visit the 
backs	 of	 creeks	 and	 flats	 looking	
for shad activity or seagull’s diving, 
remembering bait equals bass. You 
need to look for what I call rat packs 
which	 is	 three	 to	 five	 bass	 traveling	
together.  Use your Pan Optics on 
long	flat	points	to	find	bait	and	bass!	
Rip rap and bridge piling can hold lots 
of bass also. With the Pan Optics you 
can spot a lot of suspended bass!
 There are so many techniques and 
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swim baits. Learn to skip cast around 
docks, getting your lure in to the shady 
areas.	This	is	where	you	will	find	fish.
	 If	you	are	not	finding	fish,	move	
out into the 10-12 ft range watching 
your	 Pan	 Optics	 for	 bait	 and	 fish.	
Here I go to an XPS deep diver that 
runs about 8-10 ft or a Strike King 5 
or 6 XD. Again, if you catch a couple 
on one spot and no more bites, try 
a different technique. A Zoom Old 
Monster worm or a shaky head are 
good choices. A lot of times when you 
get	on	a	school	of	fish	especially	small	
mouth you can actually follow them 
with your Pan Optics. This can be a 
good time to use a swim bait also but 
again you have to experiment with 
different sizes and head weights to 
see	what	the	fish	want.	The	swim	bait	
is	 probably	 the	 best	 suspended	 fish	
lure this time of the year. As you can 
watch it on Pan Optics and keep it in 
the zone or right over the tops of trees 
and brush piles.
 Carolina rigging is also great, I 
know it’s an old technique, but it still 
catches plenty of bass anywhere you 
go. I like a 4 ft sometimes 5 ft leader 
and	will	use	a	3/4	oz	weight,	fished	on	

a Johnny Morris CarbonLite  7’4” 
rod	and	reel	with	17	lbs.	fluorocarbon	
line	with	a	12	lbs	fluorocarbon	leader.	
Baits	 could	 be	 just	 about	 any	Zoom 
plastic, but my favorites are brush hog, 
trick worm, french fry, speed craw, 
and the old monster worm. I make 
long casts and work back shallow to 
deep and at a somewhat fast pace till 
I feel the weight come into contact 
with something different. It could be 
grass, rock, wood, etc. then I slow 
way down with little twitches to try 
enticing a strike. A tip uses a swing 
hook	set	not	a	regular	jerk.	Remember	
you have to take up 8 ft of line if the 
fish	 is	 swimming	 towards	you	or	off	
to	the	side	and	if	you	jerk,	you’re	not	
going to get a hook in him.
	 May	 God	 Bless	 you	 and	 enjoy	
your next trip on the water. Be sure 
to	wear	your	Rockfish	sun	gloves	and	
face mask, as the sun is a bad boy, 
and I don’t want to see you in the 
dermatologist	office.	
 If you need a new tow vehicle, 
please visit www.hendrickcars.com. 
Be sure to make a point of thanking 
a soldier or police personnel for their 
service.
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By Dan Vinovich

	 I	sat	motionless.		I	had	just	had	one	
of the most intense 30 seconds of my 
life. The morning was cold and still as 
I climbed into my stand, not a breath 
of wind rolled across the picked corn 
field.	There	was	no	sound.	It	was	kind	
of like looking at a photo. You stare at 
it but none of your senses seem to be 
working, not smell, sound, only sight. I 
hung my bow on the hanger and pulled 
up my pack and rattling horns. With 
grunt call, horns, and doe bleat hanging 
from the hooks in front of me, I settled 
in for the morning’s set. 
 I had seen a whole herd of 
whitetails	in	this	field	the	night	before.	
Four shooters were running does all 
over	the	field.	Twice	I	had	raised	my	
range	finder	setting	the	cross	hairs	on	
a good buck only to press the button 
and	 see	 he	 was	 just	 out	 of	 range.	 It	
was an unforgettable evening to say 
the least. The chasing went on well 
after shooting time. 
	 I	finally	had	to	blow	the	deer	out	
of	the	field	so	I	could	get	back	to	my	
truck without them pinpointing my 
stand location. I climbed down and 
unhooked my lifeline, turned on my 
small light and headed toward the 
muddy	corn	field.	I	scanned	the	ground	
looking for a small nothing in the vast 
field.	I	had	2	big	bucks	appear	out	of	
nowhere. They were coming from 
the same area. Both were standing at 
the same spot when I hit them with 
the	 laser	 range	 finder	 and	 both	 just	
out of my comfortable range. I had 
tried grunting them into expectable 
shooting distance, but their minds 
were focused on love from the pod of 
does	feeding	in	the	field.	Their	horns	
stood long and tall as they shined in 
the setting sun. Checking each doe 
that would give them a good sniff, 
they	 lip	 curled	 looking	 for	 that	 first	
Hot doe of the season. I searched for 

some kind of trail the bucks had been 
using	 to	 enter	 the	 field	 and	 scan	 the	
feeding does without being detected 
with my small pen light. 
 After several passes back and 
forth across the area, I came across the 
slightingly beaten pathway.  I could 
tell it was the path the bucks had been 
using because of the big spread hove 
indentations with dew claws hitting 
a	 good	 five	 inches	 behind	 track.	 I	
followed	 the	 trail	 across	 the	 field	 to	
the	adjacent	timber	line.	It	disappeared	
into the tall stand of foxtail on the edge. 
The darkness had me out of whack on 
my bearings, so I raised my head and 
skylighted the timber lines to get a 
good position. I know I had a gun stand 
in this area already set up, cleared, and 
fitted	with	lifeline.	The	small	light	did	
not offer much help as I scanned the 
treetops looking for the stand. To my 
right	30	yards,	I	could	see	the	reflective	
thread woven into the lifeline. I paced 
33 steps to the base of my stand. It was 
on	an	inside	bend	in	the	field,	slightly	
sticking out a little from the point the 
bucks had come from. It was not the 
perfect set up, but it would at least get 
me into the area the bucks had entered 
the	field	and	give	me	a	day	or	so	before	
the estrus cycle began, and they were 
locked down.
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	 The	field	edge	came	to	life	slowly	
this morning. I closed my eyes and 
mentally tried to rough score the 2 
bucks that had given me a glance at 
their	 magnificent	 racks.	 Both	 perfect	
10 points. Their G 2’s standing tall 
and straight. My mind wandered into a 
blissful splendor as I dosed in and out 
waiting for shooting time. It was my 
3rd sit of the season. I had not gotten 
much scouting or camera time in since I 
had spent the last month on Covid lock 
down. I had contracted a bad version of A 30 seconds I will never forget
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the virus. In fact, with my underlying 
lung problems, it had damn near killed 
my wife and myself. I was fortunate to 
get in quick for the antibody stomach 
injections	that,	 in	my	mind,	saved	my	
life. I was weak but had started my long 
recovery from the 2 weeks of Hell I had 
gone	thru	just	a	couple	weeks	from	this	
morning.	 I	 scanned	 the	 field	 as	 dawn	
approached looking for a single buck 
cruising or the does that had no doubt 
left a ton of scent in the area the night 
before. I too had left scent, my mix 
of different gland lures well placed in 
my shooting lanes to possibly stop a 
wandering buck or to stop a chasing 
one before climbing into the stand. 
Several hours later and not so much 
as a glimpse of a whitetail, my only 
sighting was a mangy black farm cat 
that had somehow escaped the pack of 
coyotes I had heard bellowing from the 
darkness two ridges over.  I watched 
as it hunted mice in the thick foxtail 
below. I thought to myself, this is not 
a good omen having a black cat walk 
in front of you during a hunt. The sun 
was gaining distance from the treetops. 
The bewitching hour had come and 
gone. All I could think about was a 
nap and the thermos of warm sausage 
gravy	 sitting	 in	my	 truck	 just	waiting	
to be dumped over the biscuits in a 
Tupperware container on my front seat. 
 Finally, I made the decision to 
climb down and head for the Tundra. I 
grabbed the pack and started to load it 
when I realized I had not hit the horns 
all morning. I unloaded the pack again 
and hung the grunt call around my 
neck and reached for the horns. With 
them laid across my lap and grunt 
call in my mouth, I began to make a 
racket that sent the black cat straight 
up a nearby tree. He turned and looked 

straight at me wondering what the H… 
I was and why I had interrupted his 
hunt. I continued to bang horns and 
tree limbs followed by intimidating 
grunts and bellows. The sound of the 
mock battle would surely have carried 
at least a half mile across the brightly 
colored timber. This went on for at 
least 2 minutes. I laid the horns down 
and tried to catch my breath from my 
covid scarred lungs. Thinking this 
was a waste of time, I made a cardinal 
mistake. I had not laid the Ravin across 
my lap and readied for a shot. 
 The buck came in behind several 
oak branches still full of leaves. His 
approach was not detected by me 
until he was coming hard. As time 
slowed, I could see him clearly at only 
10 yards from the stand. He came in 
with every hair standing tall and erect 
on his back. His sidestep walk was 
meant to intimidate the bucks he had 
heard	 fighting	 and	 send	 them	 a	 foot	
so he could take the Hot doe they 
were	undoubtingly	fighting	over.	His	
demeanor is one I will never forget. 
He	 looked	 like	 a	 father	 that	had	 just	
caught his daughter’s boyfriend trying 
to sneak a kiss on the front porch after 
an hour past her curfew. He stopped 
and buried his nose into the estrus and 
dominate buck glad lure I had placed 
under the stand. As he dropped his 
head, my arms grabbed for the bow. 
I shouldered it and looked for his 
vitals in the cross hairs of the slightly 
fogged up scope. Twice I had to pull 
off	 him	 for	 his	 enormous	 body	 filed	
the scope with nothing but brown. 
The third time, I started at his front 
leg and moved to his shoulder and 
released the bolt and Rage broadhead 
his way. The knock lit upon exiting 
the Ravin. I watched the bright knock 
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www.southsidebaitandtackleliquor.com

as it passed thru the buck’s chest. The 
buck kicked his hind legs high after 
the pass thru, whirled and headed on 
a full run back into the center of the 
field.	After	 70	 yards,	 he	 turned	 on	 a	
dime and headed back my way and 
crashed thru the dense underbrush 
edge only 60 yards from my position. 
 I hung the Ravin back on its 
hanger and bowed my head thanking 
God I had gotten off the shot and 
hoping my aim was true. I looked 
down and could see the bright orange 
knock still glowing with the bolt 
firmly	bedded	into	the	ground.	I	was	
relieved it had not hit a shoulder, but 
anxiety soon set in as I looked at the 
angle the bolt was stuck in the earth. 
I	prayed	the	trajectory	of	the	arrow’s	
flight	had	hit	vitals.	Was	the	shot	too	
high? Was it too far forward? I could 
not visibly see any blood splatters on 
the dried foxtail.  This sent me into a 
panic attack, the same one I get every 
time	I	release	any	projectile	at	a	buck,	
be it slug, bolt, or arrow. Questions 
started	 flooding	 my	 mind	 how	 big	
was he? How many points? He was 
a beast. His body was long and wide. 
I could see the roman nose as he 
crashed into the underbrush a mere 
60 yards away. I struggled loading my 
Cabella’s pack, dropping a bolt, grunt 
call, and candy bar from the canopy 
towards the ground. I got my lifeline 
hung up twice as I climbed down the 
stairway from heaven. To say that was 
an intense 30 seconds would not have 
given	the	moment	justice.	Every	sense	
had been highlighted 30 times fold. 
My hands shook as I searched the 
ground for the things I had dropped. 
I reloaded the Ravin and set out to 
locate the bolt. After a good looking 
over, my anxiety had not lessened. 

The bolt had a little blood on it and 
some hair but was not exactly what 
I was looking for. I set it back into 
the quiver and started looking for a 
blood trail even though I knew exactly 
where the buck had crashed into the 
edge. I aways trail blood so I can get 
a sense of how bad the buck is hit 
before I move to locate him. Quietly, 
I scanned the ground looking for sign 
he was hit good. After a hundred yards 
I was losing hope, not much blood to 
track and the tracks of the running 
whitetails the night before gave me no 
clear trail to follow. I decided to head 
back to the truck and give him another 
hour. Back at the truck, I fumbled thru 
my pack re-organizing and adding my 
field	dress	pouch	 to	my	pack.	 I	fired	
a practice bolt at my Bass Pro Shops 
block target and felt a little relief that 
the scope was still dead on. 
 I left the truck and headed back 
across	the	field	to	the	spot	I	had	seen	
the buck exit. I shouldered the Ravin 

Got to love it when they 
bottom out the Artic Cat.
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as I slowly stepped thru the hole in the 
underbrush	 the	 flight	 of	 the	 hit	 buck	
had made. I scanned every inch for any 
sign of blood or him. Slowly, I stalked 
until out of a little depression 40 yards 
in I saw antlers sticking up. He was 
done.	 I	 tore	 thru	 the	 multiflora	 rose	
bushes to get to him. He was a tank. 
He was an old buck with his horns still 
laden with strips of bark he had peeled 
from	 rubs	 just	days	before.	His	neck	
was swollen, and his rack held mass, 
a fully mature Illinois Giant. I sat and 
pulled the victory cigar from my pack, 
lit it up and inhaled deeply, exhaling 
the smoke with a sigh of relief.  It had 
not been perfect and may have been 
a bit lucky to take this brute without 
much scouting, but the homework I 
had done during the summer had paid 
off again. I sat near the fallen buck 
and closed my eyes trying to burn 
those intense 30 seconds of the hunt 
firmly	 into	 my	 memory.	 Remember	
my friends, preparation, setup, good 
equipment	and	confidence	will	always	
prevail when you are 30 seconds 
above Antlers!!
 SEE ‘YA IN THE CANOPY…

30 Seconds Above Antlers . . . cont. ILLINOIS FALL TROUT 
FISHING SEASON 
OPENS OCT. 15

SPRINGFIELD – The 2022 Illinois 
fall	 trout	 fishing	 season	 will	 open	
Saturday, Oct. 15, at 59 ponds, lakes 
and streams throughout the state.
 An early opportunity at select trout 
sites,	 the	 fall	 catch-and-release	fishing	
season, will open Oct. 1. No trout may 
be kept during the catch-and-release 
period, but anglers can keep trout 
after the opening of the regular season 
beginning Oct. 15.
 The Illinois Catchable Trout 
Program is funded by those who use 
the program through the sale of Inland 
Trout Stamps. The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) stocks 
more than 80,000 rainbow trout each 
year in bodies of water where trout 
fishing	 is	 permitted	 during	 the	 fall	
season. An additional 80,000 trout are 
stocked for the spring season which 
begins each April.
 For the 2022 fall trout season, no 

a credit card online at https://www.
exploremoreil.com/.
 For information about site 
regulations, anglers should contact 
individual sites that will be stocked 
with catchable-size trout. Not all sites 
open at 5 a.m. on opening day. Anglers 
should	confirm	the	opening	time	of	their	
favorite sites prior to the open date.
 2022 Illinois fall trout season 
locations (**Denotes sites open for 
catch-and-release early fall season 
fishing)

NORTH REGION
Bureau County
• Hennepin Canal Parkway
Cook County
•  Axehead Lake, Cook County Forest 

Preserve District
•  Belleau Lake, Cook County Forest 

Preserve District
•  Busse Woods North Lake, Cook 

County Forest Preserve District
•  Green Lake in Calumet City, Cook 

County Forest Preserve District
•  Horsetail Lake, Cook County Forest 

Preserve District
•  Sag Quarry East, Cook County Forest 

Preserve District
•  Wolf Lake at William W. Powers State 

Recreation Area, Chicago

trout may be taken from any of the 
stocked sites until the season opens at 
5 a.m. Oct. 15. During the season, the 
daily	catch	limit	is	five	trout.	For	more	
information,	visit	www.ifishillinois.org.
 The fall trout season offers 
opportunities for families to get 
outdoors	 and	 enjoy	 fishing.	Resources	
are	 available	 for	 taking	 kids	 fishing	
at	 https://www.ifishillinois.org/Kids_
Fishing/kidsfishing.html.	
 All anglers, including those who 
intend	to	release	fish	caught	before	Oct.	
15,	must	have	an	Illinois	fishing	license	
and Inland Trout Stamp, which are 
available at IDNR license and permit 
locations, including many bait shops, 
sporting goods stores and other retail 
outlets. Check the IDNR website for 
locations at https://www.exploremoreil.
com/agentlocator.
 Fishing licenses and trout 
stamps also can be purchased with 
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DuPage County
•  Grove Lake, DuPage County Forest 

Preserve District
•  Pickerel Lake, DuPage County Forest 

Preserve District
•  Silver Lake, DuPage County Forest 

Preserve District
Jo Daviess County
•  Apple River, Apple River Canyon State 

Park **
Kankakee County
• Bird Park Quarry, Kankakee
•  Rock Creek, Kankakee River State   

Park **
Kendall County
•  Big Lake, Silver Springs State Fish 

and Wildlife Area (SFWA)
Lake County
• Sand Lake, Illinois Beach State Park
LaSalle County
•  Illinois and Michigan Canal Lock 14, 

LaSalle
McHenry County
•  Spring Grove Hatchery Pond, Spring 

Grove
Ogle County
•  Pine Creek, White Pines Forest State 

Park **
Rock Island County
• Prospect Park Lake, Moline
Warren County

• Citizen’s Lake, Monmouth
Whiteside County
•  Centennial Park Pond, Rock Falls, 

Coloma Park District
Will County
• Lake Strini, Romeoville
•	Van	Horn	Woods,	Plainfield
Winnebago County
• Baumann Lake, Cherry Valley
CENTRAL REGION
Adams County
• Siloam Springs State Park Lake **
Cass County
•  Gridley Lake, Jim Edgar Panther Creek 

SFWA **
Champaign County
•  Kaufman Lake, Champaign Park 

District
Christian County
•  Manners Park Pond, Taylorville Park 

District
Clark County
• Casey Park Pond, Casey
Coles County
•  Eastern Illinois University Campus 

Pond, Charleston
De Witt County
•  Weldon Springs, Weldon Springs 

State Park
Douglas County
• Villa Grove West Lake

Hancock County
• Horton Lake, Nauvoo State Park **
Macon County
•  Rock Springs Pond, Macon County 

Conservation District
Macoupin County
•  Beaver Dam Lake, Beaver Dam Lake 

State Park
McDonough County
• Argyle Lake, Argyle Lake State Park
Morgan County
•  Morgan Lake at Nichols Park, 

Jacksonville **
Sangamon County
•	IDOT	Lake,	Springfield	**
•	Southwind	Park,	Springfield
•	Washington	Park	Pond,	Springfield
Shelby County
• Forest Park Lagoon, Shelbyville
Tazewell County
• Mineral Springs Park Lagoon, Pekin
Vermilion County
•  Clear Lake, Kickapoo State Recreation 

Area

SOUTH REGION
Bond County
•  Patriot’s Park Lake (Greenville Old 

City Lake)
Jefferson County
• Mount Vernon Game Farm Pond

Johnson County
• Ferne Clyffe State Park Lake
Madison County
• Belk Park Pond, Wood River
• Highland Old City Lake
Marion County
•  Boston Pond, Stephen A. Forbes State 

Recreation Area
Massac County
•  Fairgrounds Pond, Fort Massac State 

Park
Randolph County
•  Derby Lake, Sparta (World Shooting 

and Recreational Complex)
•  Randolph County State Fish and 

Wildlife Area Lake
Saline County
•  Jones Lake Trout Pond, Saline County 

State Fish and Wildlife Area
St. Clair County
• Frank Holten State Park Main Lake
• Jones Park Lake, East St. Louis
•  Willow Lake at Peabody River King 

SFWA**
Wabash County
•  Beall Woods Lake, Beall Woods State 

Park
Wayne County
•  Sam Dale Conservation Area Trout 

Pond



  Always seen as a gateway to the 
coming seasons, squirrel hunting has 
provided	 the	 first	 activity	 kicking	
off the anticipation of the fall and 
winter to come.  As a young boy and 
later teen-ager. providing the rewards 
of a successful hunt to my dear old 
Grandmother, Esther Herschelman, 
and her brother Jesse Schmitz for 
table fare provided a sense of family, 
food	 and	 income	 although	 the	 fifty-
cents per squirrel was not much, it did 
buy a pack of one-hundred twenty-
two caliber bullets for inventory.  
Those early memories will forever be 
cherished!  
 Later in life, this same activity was 
accomplished in giving the results of 
my hunting acuity to Mabel and Chuck 
Knuth whose small acreage and home 
bordered my farm in Schuyler County 
IL.  Both well into their eighties, were 
kindhearted and religious individuals 
who	enjoyed	the	visit	and	wild	game	
provided.  Both are now gone to their 
well-deserved eternal reward.    
 The love of the pursuit of the 
bushy-tail is still pervasive but the 
loss of those individuals visited after 
the hunt reminds one of your limited 
existences on this earth.   The crisp 
morning air, the sound of Hickory 
Nuts being cut with resultant pieces of 
nut hitting the ground after the being 
ground by the Squirrels incisors is part 
of the ritual of the fall in my opinion!  
 Finally, the weather gave a less 
than sultry day optimum for entry into 
the woods.  The walk along the banks 
of Lake Shelbyville was made more 
difficult	 as	 the	 low	water	 levels	 had	
provided ample areas for vegetation to 

We offer our customers small town 
personal service with the advantage 
of competitive pricing, professional 
grade equipment and the highest 
quality products available in the 
metal marketplace.

• Friendly, personal service
• Competitive prices
• Serving industrial and individuals

OLD SHEET 
IRON*

FARM
SCRAP

COPPER
& BRASS

SCRAP
IRON

ALUMINUM
CANS

CALL FOR
PRICING

* NO AUTOMOBILES

PAYING TOP PRICES FOR:
REDUCE • RECYCLE • REUSE

By: David Herschelman

grow and the morning dew had made 
the plants waterlogged.  From mid-
thigh on down my pants were soaked.  
Although I should have walked 
the high ground to my intended 
destination, the wet pants reminded of 
my youthful years trudging through 
the growing beans and vegetation to 
the wood lots of my youth to hunt.  
 Immediately upon arriving to my 
secret grove of Hickory Trees, the 
sounds of the little critters cutting on 
nuts was noticed!  Time after time 
the intended targets would move 
from securing ripened nuts back to a 
suitable perch to gorge on their cache, 
but yours truly was not quick enough 
to	 find	 their	 spot	 despite	 the	 raining	
bits of hickory nuts giving away their 
location.  Frustration creeped in as 
moving squirrels usually after a full 
belly moved on to other areas!  Stay 
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Squirrel success in August.

put. Opportunities will come 
I told myself.
 Sure enough, the shot 
chances	 began	 to	 flourish!		
Despite aging eyesight and 
hearing and the other tell 
- tale signs of old age, my 
selected	 shots	 with	 the	 rifle	
resting against the trunk 
of a tree suitable for such 
purposes began to connect!  
Despite success – no 
movement was made with 
the intention of allowing the 
bushytails to resume their 
feeding despite the crack of 
the	 rifle	 shots	 within	 their	
feasting perimeter.  This 
formula began to work as the 
feeding continued until my 
limit was acquired, although 
one clear miss was recorded, 
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my other shots were true, and 
my passing grade would allow 
the pursuit of further hunts 
before retiring from this sport!  
 After a few pictures, the 
bag was cleaned and made 
ready for transport.  Gone 
are the days of ninety second 
skinning and gut removal as 
the fear of the sharp knife used 
by old hands required a slower 
pace.   The sun began to heat up 
the wooded section as the trek 
out of the area progressed.  The 
cooler at the truck was utilized 
to transport my success and the 
air-conditioned environment 
within the cab of my old truck 
was welcomed during the trip 
back to my home.  
 New adventures will surely 
come this fall and winter.  This 
short trip to the squirrel woods 
with some success is the starting 
point of the seasons to come and the 
first	 test	 had	 been	 passed	 allowing	
continuance on to the deer stand, 
duck blind, dove stand etc.  Despite 
the medical issues slowing my body 
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and mind over the last few months – 
the	 confidence	 acquired	 during	 this	
short	 hunt	 confirmed	 the	 rocking	
chair on the front porch will remain 
empty for now!

Lake Shelbyville Squirrel Hunt.

While on a trip to Lake Wabado in Longville, Minnesota, and using a 
spinnerbait, Doug Peiffer caught this nice largemouth bass weighing 

4 pounds, 10 ounces during one of his final days at the lake.
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FLOAT AND RUNNER
	 Fishing	 an	 ice	 jig	 or	 small	
crappie	jig	under	a	float	is	nothing	
new, but what about a Road 
Runner? The next question is why 
would	you	fish	a	Runner,	which	has	
a	blade,	under	a	float?
 Rigging such a combination is 
as	easy	as	using	normal	jigs	under	
a	float.		Tie	it	on,	and	set	the	float	
to the depth that you wish the lure 
to be retrieved.  The difference 
is that the Road Runner will be 
moved with different retrieves, 
rather than drifted with the waves, 
pulled and dropped, and given 
quick	jerks.
 There are three basic retrieves 
that work best – constant, lift-n-
drop and reel-n-pause.
 The constant retrieve applies 
various speeds to rotate the blade, 
but proves to be great for slower 
speeds.  In fact, the ability of being 
able to retrieve slower, and keep 
the lure at the same depth is a main 
answer	 to	 “why	you	would	fish	a	
Runner	 under	 a	 float”.	 	 Once	 the	
fish	 holding	 depth	 is	 found	 the	
lure can be returned quickly to the 
correct depth, and keep the speed 
at	what	the	fish	are	taking.
 A lift-n-drop retrieve is very 
handy,	 and	 again,	 the	 float	 will	
keep the lure at the correct depth.  
This sort of retrieve works very 
well on crappie that are hitting 
lures on the fall, and with the blade 
rotating on the fall it adds even 
more attraction.  To do this you 
pull the line anywhere from a foot 
to three feet with the rod tip, and 
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then stop to let it fall back down.  
The blade will rotate on the fall, 
and if something like a swim or 
curl tail is used as a body, there is 
more action on the fall.  In fact, 
I recommend some sort of body 
with an active tail when using this 
technique.
 The reel-n-pause is quite 
similar to the lift-n-drop, but with 
a further distance between pauses. 
Retrieve the lure with whatever 
speed is working best, and then 
pause. When paused the lure will 
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fall, as with the lift-n-drop, but 
vary it not to fully stop long enough 
for the lure to reach the maximum 
depth for which it is set.  Many 
times this will start generating 
more interest, and, again, a body 
with some sort of action tail will 
help with the attraction, along with 
an application of one of the Kick’N 
Bass attractants.
 In all cases, the reason why 
you are using the Runner under 
a	 float	 is	 as	 stated	 previously,	
to	 keep	 the	 lure	 at	 the	 main	 fish	
catching depth.  It also works well 
for maintaining the lure at a depth 
that	would	be	just	above	different	
types	 of	 fish	 holding	 areas	 such	
as weeds, stumps, brush and 
rocks.	 	There	are	 times	when	fish	
are	holding	along	flats	and	hitting	
lures that are only inches above 
the bottom, which makes using the 
float	a	perfect	solution.
 Any size Road Runner will 
work, but I prefer using 1/16 to 
no more than ¼-ounce heads.  If 

using the smallest heads I like 
teaming them with either a Natural 
Forage Baits’ T-Shad, Phat Shad 
or T-Cricket, but moving up to 
1/8 and 1/4-ounce I’ll look at 
using several more options, such 
as	 a	 4-inch	 finesse	 worm	 like	 a	
NFB R4 or shad style body like 

This crappie was caught with a pull-n-
pause retrieve, using a Panfish Road Runner 

with an application of Kick’N Crappie.

Autumn Olive and  
Honeysuckle removal.

Herbaceous invasive plants  
mechanically removed and  

follow-up chemical maintenance.

Mike McKim
Invasiveprm@gmail.com

invasiveplantremoval.com

309.981.9716
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a 3-inch Drop Shad or 4-inch Lil’ 
Killer, and B-Fish-N Moxi, which 
incorporates a curl type tail for the 
retrieves that allow a drop.
 We’ve been mentioning the 
Runner heads being used with 
other soft plastics, but the Road 
Runners also have lures, such as 
the Team Crappie series, with 
something like a Slab Dragger 
with the slim swim bait body.  A 
Go Go Runner or other standard 
curl tail Runners, are all good 
candidates for when needing 
active	 tails.	 	 So,	 no	 one	 specific	

body is the absolute choice.  Find 
what works for whatever situation 
is	being	faced;	figure	out	the	depth	
and speed of the retrieve, and all 
should	add	up	to	fishing	success.
 If you like trying something 
different that will catch several 
different	 species	 of	 fish	 with	
a lure, and still give the old 
satisfaction	 of	 seeing	 a	 float	 go	
under the surface, then try a Road 
Runner	under	a	float.
 Until next time get out on the 
water	 and	 enjoy	 a	 great	 day	 of	
fishing.

On this cloudy day with a slight wind, a constant retrieve over submerged brush, using a 
1/16-ounce Runner Head with a NFB T-Shad took several nice crappies.

Most of the time a 8.5’ B’n’M Russ Bailey spinning rod is used for the “Float and Runner”, 
but there are times when a casting outfit is used, such as this day when a larger float was 

needed to fish a Casey’s Runner head with a NFB Swim Bait for bass.

309-543-9163
Matanza Beach • Halfway Between Havana & Bath, IL on Rt. 78

discountsale@casscomm.com

DISCOUNT SALES COMPANYDISCOUNT SALES COMPANY

HUNTING SEASON HAS 
ARRIVED COME CHECK 

OUT OUR GREAT 
SELECTION OF 

WINCHESTER FIREARMS

Winchester SXP Waterfowl Hunter Realtree Max-5

Winchester SXP Black Shadow Shotgun

Winchester SX4 Waterfowl Hunter Mossy Oak Bottomland

Winchester SX4 Hybrid Hunter Bottomland

Winchester Wildcat 22 LR TruTimber Strata

Winchester Wildcat 22LR Matte Black
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I have written articles with this same title 
about a dozen times.  Between my 5 kids 
and 6 grandchildren and some of their 
friends, I have been blessed to teach and 
encourage	bass	fishing	many	times.		And	
so, it continues.
 I met Len Jackson a little over 
10-years ago.  Jackson is an Air Force 
Veteran, and we were co-workers.  He 
has lived all over the world while in the 
military.  The stories of his service are 

exciting to hear.  I am honored to know 
this	fine	Christian	man.
 To say that Jackson is not much of an 
outdoorsman, is an understatement. It is 
not	that	he	is	against	it	in	any	way,	he	just	
never	knew	anyone	who	enjoyed	hunting	
and	fishing	to	teach	him	and	mentor	him	
in those sports.  I will say, NO ONE, 
EVER, has asked me more questions 
about it than Lenny.
 He would ask a question and I would 
answer it.  “I have no idea what you are 
talking about,” was his common reply.  
That would provoke more questions 
and more answers that made no sense to 
him.  But I was very happy that he was 
interested enough to ask.
 Once a week for 10-years I invited 
him	 to	 come	fishing	with	me.	 	He	would	
say,	“No.		I’m	no	good	at	it.		I	would	just	
embarrass myself.”  I truly think he was 
afraid to try and fail.  That is understandable. 
 About 2-years ago Nancy and I 
moved to Columbia, MO., leaving Lenny 
and his family back in Illinois.  We have 
stayed in close contact since then.  Lenny 
is even going to our former Church in 
Springfield.	 	 He	 still	 asks	me	 questions	
about my outdoor passions.
 A couple of week ago we were 
scheduled to go back to Illinois for 
Nancy’s family reunion.  Not only that, 
but we also planned to visit our old 

Church and meet-up with some great 
friends, Lenny being one of them.
 As Mr. Jackson and I discussed my 
return	to	Springfield	I	once	again	invited	
him	 to	 go	 fishing.	 	 To	 my	 amazement	
and excitement, he said he would go.  I 
made all the plans, and we were set for a 
Saturday	evening	fishing	trip.
 Nancy was helping her cousins set up 
for the family reunion the next day, so I 
met Lenny and his wife Peggy for dinner 
and then he and I set out for one of my 
favorite	old	fishing	spots.		We	would	put	
out	a	couple	of	rods	for	catfish	and	then	I	
planned to teach my apprentice the very 
basics	of	bass	fishing.		I	had	no	idea	how	
much fun we were about to have.
	 After	 the	 catfish	 rods	 were	 set,	 I	
showed Lenny the ins-and-outs of using 
the “wacky-worm” rig.  Cast, sink, 
twitch…sink, twitch…sink, twitch.  It is 
a very easy presentation.  And it works!
 I let him watch me make a couple 
of casts and he said he had it.  On Lenny 
Jackson’s	 first	 cast	 with	 a	 wacky-worm	
he	caught	his	first	bass	ever.		He	squealed	
like a little girl.  Then he caught another 
and another.  I have not seen an adult that 
excited	to	catch	fish	in	a	long	time.		That	
evening he caught several bass, a couple 
of	huge	bull	bluegill	and	a	channel	catfish.
 So, I am very proud to tell this story 
of	Lanny	 Jackson’s	first	 bass.	 	Lenny	 is	

75-years old. God is Good.
 For regular and constant outdoor 
content Like and Follow MIKE ROUX 
OUTDOOR ENTERPRISES on Facebook.

HIS FIRST 
BASS
By Mike Roux
www.MikeRoux.com

The rainbow that the Good Lord 
provided for the photo of Lenny Jackson’s 
first bass was very timely and appreciated.  

(Photo by Mike Roux)



This report represents some events the 
OLE handled over the weeks of 

Feb. 16 - March 15, 2022; however, 
it does not include all actions taken by 

the Office of Law Enforcement. 

Northeast Zone / District 2 – ACTING Sgt. 
Keith Siedsma (CPO Davis, CPO Doescher, 
CPO Fehrenbacher, CPO Iaffaldano, 
CPO Kelley, CPO Reid, CPO Semenik, 
CPO Siedsma, CPO Tepovich, CPO Van 
Wiltenburg, CPO Winters) (Counties: 
Kane, Lake, McHenry) 
KANE COUNTY 
CPO Iaffaldano received a complaint of a 
Juvenile Cooper’s Hawk unlawfully shot in the 
Aurora	area.	The	hawk	sustained	a	wing	injury	
and was transported to a licensed rehabilitation 
facility for recovery. This incident remains 
under investigation. 
CPO Iaffaldano received multiple complaints 
regarding the unlawful sale and possession 
of Illinois-native herptile species within the 

county. This continues to be investigated. 
LAKE COUNTY 
CPO Reid responded to a call of an ice 
fisherman	 and	 an	ATV	 that	went	 through	 the	
ice on Druce Lake. The victim was recovered 
by EMS and transported to the hospital in 
critical condition. 
Northeast Zone / District 3 - Sgt. David 
Wollgast (CPO M. Anderson, CPO Bergland, 
CPO Elliot, CPO Farber, CPO Honiotes, 
CPO Prasun, CPO Thompson) (Counties: 
Grundy, Kankakee, Kendall, Will) 
KANKAKEE COUNTY 
CPO	 Farber	 checked	 fishermen	 along	 the	
Kankakee River from the Kankakee River 
State to the Kankakee Dam. CPO Farber 
located	 several	 fishermen	 without	 licenses	
and documented the violations with written 
warnings. CPO Farber located several 
anglers who had smallmouth on stringers. 
All smallmouth must be released on the 
Kankakee River from April 1st to June 15th. 
The	fishermen	were	educated,	and	enforcement	
action was taken. 
CPO	 Farber	 checked	 fishermen	 along	 the	
Kankakee and Iroquois Rivers. CPO Farber 
located	two	men	who	were	found	to	be	fishing	
without a license. CPO Farber also located 
illegal-sized walleye in one of the offender’s 
buckets. One of the men was also found to be 
wanted on a warrant for aggravated DUI out of 
Will County. Several citations were issued and 
the	wanted	subject	was	taken	into	custody	and	
transported	to	the	County	jail.	
WILL COUNTY 
CPO Honiotes responded to the report of 2 
dogs actively pursuing/harassing deer at the 

Des Plaines State Fish and Wildlife Area in 
Will County. Per the witness, the dogs had run 
a deer to exhaustion and upon it collapsing, 
were	 nipping	 at	 it	 as	 it	 laid	 in	 the	 field.	The	
witness chased the dogs off the deer and 
observed as they chased a second deer off 
into the distance. The witness remained in the 
area of the deer until it got back on its feet and 
meandered back into a treeline. The witness 
noted no one was in the immediate area where 
the incident occurred. Arriving on the scene, 
a group of people training hunting dogs were 
located	 and	 the	witness	 identified	 two	 of	 the	
dogs like the ones she 3 witnessed chasing the 
deer.	Following	a	field	interview,	I	canvassed	
the area to verify that the deer had not died as 
a result of the incident. The dog trainer was 
issued a written warning for allowing dogs to 
pursue/harass white-tailed deer. 
Northeast Zone / District 4, Sgt. Josh Mooi 
(CPO Farrell, CPO Gates, CPO Gilliam, 
CPO Hopper, CPO Kater, CPO Kusta, CPO 
Longley, CPO Vik) (Counties: Cook, DuPage) 
COOK COUNTY 
CPO	Vik	was	checking	fishermen	at	 the	87th	
St	 slip	when	CPO	Vik	 observed	 a	 fisherman	
walking	 away	 from	 his	 fishing	 equipment.	
CPO	Vik	intercepted	the	fishermen	and	asked	
the	 fishermen	 if	 he	 had	 his	 fish	 license.	 The	
fishermen	 provided	 it	 and	 CPO	 Vik	 walked	
over to his equipment where he located a 
bucket full of yellow perch. CPO Vik asked the 
fishermen	 if	he	knew	how	many	fish	he	had,	
and	 the	 fishermen	 said	 that	 he	 did	 not	 speak	
English.	CPO	Vik	counted	the	fish	and	found	
that	the	fishermen	were	over	his	daily	limit.	
DUPAGE COUNTY 

CPO Gates received a report of a single 
boat accident on the Des Plaines River in 
southern DuPage County. CPO Gates spoke 
with	 responding	 officers	 and	 the	 boat	 owner.	
The owner of the boat had slipped and fallen 
overboard while attempting to set the anchor. 
As he was trying to climb back into the boat, 
the boat took on water and began to sink. The 
owner was able to swim to shore and call 911 
from his phone. The owner was not hurt and 
refused	treatment	beyond	basic	first	aid.	
CPO Gates received information from the 
DuPage Forest Preserve Police regarding a 
possible hunters/trappers camp discovered in 
one of their preserves. Stainless Steel snares 
and camping equipment were seized by 
DuPage. The investigation is ongoing. 
Northwest Zone / District 1 – Sgt. Steven 
Beltran (CPO Hoftender, CPO Peecher, 
CPO Posateri, CPO Priest, CPO Meinders, 
CPO Zigler) (Counties: Carroll, Henry, 
JoDaviess, Lee, Mercer, Ogle, Rock Island, 
Stephenson, Whiteside) 
CARROLL COUNTY 
CPO Peecher resolved the removal of an ATV 
from the Mississippi River that had fallen 
through thin ice while being used for ice 
fishing.	No	injuries	occurred	to	parties	involved	
but citations for pollution of the waterway have 
been issued. 
JODAVIESS COUNTY 
CPO’s Hoftender and Peecher completed a 
wildlife detail resulting from investigations of 
the 2021 whitetail season. The detail resulted 
in evidence seizures and pending prosecution 
with	Jo	Daviess	States	Attorney’s	office.	
CPO Hoftender and CPO Peecher interviewed 
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CPO Reports . . . continued
an East Dubuque man. He was cited for 
failure to report harvest of deer by 10:00 PM 
and illegal possession of deer. The mounted 
10-point buck was seized as evidence. 
LEE COUNTY 
CPO Priest responded to a hunting accident 
that took place at a private hunting club in 
Amboy.	 One	 male	 subject	 was	 shot	 while	
pheasant hunting. 1 BB went through his 
glasses	 and	 entered	 just	 above	 his	 left	 eye.	
The	 subject	 was	 transported	 to	 the	 hospital	
and	later	flown	to	Chicago	for	treatment.	The	
subject	still	has	vision	and	was	lucky	it	did	not	
cause more damage. 
Northwest Zone / District 6 - Sgt. Phil Wire 
(CPO Alvarez-Gerbino, CPO Engledow, 
CPO Kaufman, CPO Leannah, CPO 
Martin, CPO Murry, CPO Pankey, CPO 
Roesch, CPO Stanbary, CPO Swanson, 
CPO Wagner) (Counties: Boone, Bureau, 
DeKalb, LaSalle, Putnam, Winnebago) 
BUREAU COUNTY 
CPO	 Stanbary	 located	 an	 injured	 Eagle	 on	
a farm in Southern Bureau County. The 
Eagle	 was	 attempting	 to	 fly	 but	 couldn’t.	 It	
also	 showed	 a	 visible	 injury	 to	 its	 head.	The	
eagle was safely captured and transported 
to a veterinary clinic in Lasalle County that 
specializes	 in	 caring	 for	 injured	 raptors.	 The	
eagle was reported to have been treated with 
an antibiotic and is recovering. 
DEKALB COUNTY 
CPO Engledow was waved down by a motorist 
who claimed to have “somebody in the rear 
of his vehicle”. CPO Engledow requested 

Sycamore PD for assistance. While waiting 
on Sycamore PD, CPO Engledow observed 
the individual be frantic and claiming that 
a	 significant	 other	 sent	 people	 to	 harm	 him	
and he believed them to be hiding in the rear 
of the vehicle because he heard someone 
talking. The individual began tossing out all 
of his belongings from the back hatch of his 
vehicle and across the parking lot. Sycamore 
PD arrived and made sure the individual had 
no signs of drug impairment or any mental/
physical disabilities. Sycamore PD advised the 
individual to contact his local PD in the town 
he lived if threats of harm were apparent. The 
individual	 was	 released	 after	 no	 findings	 of	
anyone in his vehicle. 
LASALLE COUNTY 
CPO Pankey responded to lost hikers at starved 
rock after sundown. The hikers were located 
and taken back to their vehicle. 
CPO Martin received a complaint regarding 
an Ottawa woman in possession of a fox. 
Upon	 investigation,	 CPO	 Martin	 confirmed	
the Ottawa resident legally obtained the 
fox. A week later, CPO Martin received a 
complaint regarding a Seneca resident who 
had two pet foxes escape their enclosure. 
Upon	 investigation,	 CPO	 Martin	 confirmed	
the Seneca resident legally obtained the foxes. 
It was discovered, both fox owners received 
their foxes from the same individual. CPO 
Martin conducted an investigation on the 
Ottawa resident selling furbearers. CPO Martin 
determined the Ottawa resident was unlawfully 
selling	 and	 breeding	 furbearers	 without	 first	
obtaining a furbearer breeder’s permit. He was 
issued a citation. 

CPO Stanbary greeted Walleye Fishermen at 
the Starved Rock Boat Ramp as they returned 
to the waters of the Illinois River for the spring 
season. The CPO conducted multiple boat 
safety	 checks	 to	 ensure	 the	 fisherman	 were	
properly	outfitted.	In	total,	7	written	warnings	
were issued for equipment/licensing violations. 
Northwest Zone / District 7, Sgt. Scott Avery 
(CPO Elliot, CPO Finn, CPO Gerard, CPO 
Lazzell, CPO Thompson) (Counties: Fulton, 
Henderson, Knox, Marshall, McDonough, 
Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, Warren, Woodford) 
FULTON COUNTY 
CPO Thompson conducted an investigation into 
a complaint of trespassing and hunting without 
permission of the landowner. Upon interview, 
the	 male	 subject	 confessed	 to	 entering	 the	
property	 without	 first	 securing	 permission	 as	
required.	 CPO	 Thompson	 identified	 the	 man	
was also placing unlawfully placing bait for 
deer hunting purposes. Additionally, the man 
was transported to the Fulton County Jail for 
an active warrant for failure to appear in court 
on an unrelated charge. CPO Thompson issued 
a citation for hunting without permission and 
written warnings for unlawfully feeding deer, 
trespassing, and accessory to hunting without 
permission of the landowner. 
CPO Thompson responded to a complaint 
alleging	unlawful	discharge	of	a	firearm.	Upon	
investigation, it was determined there was no 
state law violation committed in reference to 
the	 discharge	 of	 the	 firearm.	 The	 complaint	
was forwarded to the Fulton County Sheriff’s 
Office	for	review	to	determine	potential	county	
code violations. 
CPO Thompson and CPO Elliott conducted 
an investigation into a Missouri nonresident 
hunter on suspicion of nonresident deer permit 
violations. Upon conducting an interview, 
CPO	 Thompson	 identified	 a	 MO	 man	 who	

had unlawfully hunted without valid permits, 
taken a buck with his bow, and failed to tag 
the buck immediately upon killing as required. 
The investigation is pending and the buck will 
be seized as a result. 
CPO	 Thompson	 identified	 an	 individual	 in	
Norris who was unlawfully in possession of a 
bobcat. Upon ID, CPO Thompson conducted 
an interview and the man explained he did not 
know the law pertaining to recovery of salvage 
or roadkill bobcats. CPO Thompson provided 
an explanation of the law and how the individual 
can submit an application for a permit between 
September 1-30. CPO Thompson seized the 
bobcat and issued a verbal warning. 
KNOX COUNTY 
CPO Lazzell and CPO Gerard received 
information of hunters unlawfully shooting 
Geese from a roadway near Knoxville. The 
CPOs located 3 hunters and conducted hunter 
compliance	 checks/field	 interviews	 regarding	
the received hunting complaint. Multiple 
citations were issued for Hunting by the aid 
of	 a	 motor	 vehicle	 &	 discharging	 a	 firearm	
from the highway. Four written warnings were 
issued for additional hunting violations. 
CPO Elliott and CPO Thompson completed 
an	investigation	on	a	subject	in	the	rural	Knox	
County area near London Mills. As a result, 
the	 subject	 admitted	 he	 shot	 a	 large	 10	 pt	
buck	without	a	valid	permit.	The	subject	was	
advised of the violations committed and was 
issued 2 citations for the unlawful take of the 
10 pt. Subsequently, the buck was seized as the 
result of this investigation. 
PEORIA COUNTY 
CPO Lazzell completed an investigation 
of	 a	 Brimfield	 man	 regarding	 deer	 hunting	
violations occurring during the archery deer 
season. The hunter was issued 1 citation for 
failure to tag deer immediately upon harvest 
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JOES BOATJOES BOAT
COVERSCOVERS

www.joesboatcovers.com

Open 7 Days a Week! All Year - Call Any Time!
All of our Covers are Custom Made 

Right Here In Our Shop
Most Covers Finished in 3 to 4 Days

Call for the Lowest Price with Highest Quality!

Call Joe @ 217-632-2210 
or Mobile # 217-891-0737

14245 Boy Scout Trail, Petersburg, IL 62675

BARNS N BOARDS
Old, Rustic Building Materials Available at…

Barn Siding • Planking • H&Hewn & Sawn Timbers
Dirk Fox • Morton, IL • 309-253-1317

www.barns-n-boards.com • dndfox@aol.com

TALK STORAGETALK STORAGE
602 N. Ferne Clyffe Rd. • Goreville, IL • (618) 751-3234602 N. Ferne Clyffe Rd. • Goreville, IL • (618) 751-3234

SELF-STORAGE • SECURITY FENCE & CAMERAS SELF-STORAGE • SECURITY FENCE & CAMERAS 
ACCESS AVAILABLE 24-7 TO CUSTOMERS ACCESS AVAILABLE 24-7 TO CUSTOMERS 

KEYPAD ENTRY • OPEN STORAGE FOR BOATS & RVSKEYPAD ENTRY • OPEN STORAGE FOR BOATS & RVS

Owners/Operators: Timothy A. & Tamie L. Klein 
Email: talkdeer1@yahoo.com



YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!YOU MAY NOT LIKE THE SMELL, BUT CATFISH LOVE IT!

Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight Try our Dip Bait! Our dip bait is a straight 
cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen cheese-based bait & is proven by fishermen 
around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. around the USA in rivers, lakes and streams. 

Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!Our new dip bait is the #1 contender this season!

Three Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • BloodThree Formulas: NEW Garlic • Original • Blood

PREMIERE VIDEOS

Contact us for Pricing & Scheduling!
Kenny: 309-613-4997 • Harry: 309-360-0487

Email: ken@spotwiz.com

Training Videos • Weddings
Social Events • Commercials

Infomercials • Documentaries

Our credits include Television Shows on ABC, PBS & Discovery Networks, 
History Channel, HGTV & many feature films. We also produce Adventure 

Sports Outdoors TV for Channel 47 . . . on the air for 23 years!

QUALITY SOUND & VIDEO IS OUR BUSINESS WITH FAST TURNAROUND. 
DVD’S BY BULK AVAILABLE.

and received a written warning for a harvest 
reporting violation. 
TAZEWELL COUNTY 
CPO Finn received a complaint of a deer being 
caught in a trap. He responded to a residential 
area of East Peoria where he found an East 
Peoria	Police	Officer	had	already	released	the	
deer. It was determined the 10 traps which 
were still out, were all placed far enough from 
houses. However, the trapper did not have 
permission to be trapping the property nor was 
it trapping season. The trapper was contacted 
and required to remove the traps. Once the 
traps were removed, he received citations for 
trapping outside of season and failing to check 
his traps each calendar day as required. 
WARREN COUNTY 
CPO Gerard and CPO Lazzell investigated a 
deer hunter who unlawfully used deer permits 
belonging to another person. Citations were 
issued and an 8-point buck was seized. 
WOODFORD COUNTY 
CPO Gerard investigated the unlawful use 
of a deer permit belonging to another. Three 
antlered whitetail deer were taken by one 
hunter during the 2021-2022 deer season. 
Enforcement is pending. 
Central Zone / District 9, Sgt. Eric Myers 
(CPO Blakeley, CPO Blazinic, CPO 
Goetten, CPO Gushleff, CPO Jansen, 
CPO Olroyd & CPO Wheatley) (Counties: 
Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Pike, & Schuyler) 
HANCOCK COUNTY 
CPO Wheatley investigated an illegal dumping 
incident that took place at Nauvoo State Park. 
The	 subject	 identified	 lived	 near	 the	 park,	 so	

CPO Wheatley traveled to the residence and 
made	contact	with	the	subject’s	girlfriend.	She	
explained it was her idea to get rid of the trash at 
the park as she and her boyfriend were cleaning 
out their garage. CPO Wheatley explained 
there were other options that she should have 
explored, but everyone makes mistakes. 
The female once again explained the whole 
thing was her idea and if anyone was going 
to be charged, she wanted it to be her. CPO 
Wheatley	 said	 that	was	fine	 and	 completed	 a	
citation to her. She thanked CPO Wheatley for 
being understanding and promised him it will 
never happen again. 
Central Zone / District 10, Sgt. William 
Gilmer (CPO Filipiak, CPO Gerdes, 
CPO McClenning, CPO Snodgrass, CPO 
Thornley, CPO Wahlbrink, CPO Wright) 
(Counties: Cass, Christian, Logan, Mason, 
Menard, Morgan, Sangamon, & Scott) 
CASS COUNTY 
While patrolling the backwaters of the Illinois 
River, CPOs Wahlbrink and Gerdes observed 
three individuals in a plate boat checking 
trammel	nets	(commercial	fishing	devices).	The	
CPOs	 performed	 a	 fishing	 compliance	 check	
and a watercraft safety inspection. Neither 
the	 commercial	 fisherman	 nor	 his	 assistants	
possessed	 sport	 fishing	 licenses.	 One	 of	 the	
assistants	 had	 his	 fishing	 privileges	 revoked	
and the other had an outstanding warrant for his 
arrest. The watercraft’s registration was expired 
and multiple other boating violations were 
discovered. Each individual received a citation 
for	 commercial	fishing	without	 a	 sport	fishing	
license. The wanted individual was arrested and 
transported to the Schuyler County Jail. 

SANGAMON COUNTY 
CPO Williams assisted the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service with processing evidence 
from a recent investigation where over 60 
whitetail deer were seized from a group of non-
resident hunters. 
Central Zone / District 11, Sgt. Dan Greuel 
(CPO Barnes, CPO Hyatt, CPO Mieure, 
CPO Miller, & CPO Moody, CPO Viverito) 
(Counties: Clark, Coles, Cumberland, 
Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, Shelby) 
DOUGLAS COUNTY 
CPO Moody investigated a complaint of a man 
hunting rabbits out of season. 
CPO Hyatt received a call from a Douglas 
County Deputy regarding a group of coyote 
hunters he had pulled over for possible hunting 
without permission. The hunters were only 
using dogs and stated they were tracking their 
dogs when they crossed the property lines. 
CPO Hyatt informed the hunters they needed 
permission to cross property lines and issued 
warnings for hunting without permission. 
MOULTRIE COUNTY 
CPO Moody investigated a complaint of 

hunting snow geese from the roadway prior to 
legal shooting hours. 
CPO Moody investigated a deer poaching 
complaint where multiple bucks had been 
dumped 
Central Zone / District 19, ACTING Sgt. Matt 
Graden (CPO Ausmus, CPO Graden, CPO 
Reeves, CPO Sanford, CPO Z. Williams, 
& CPO Workman) (Counties: Champaign, 
DeWitt, Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, Macon, 
McLean, Piatt, Vermilion,) 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams received a complaint of 
an individual shed hunting on the property 
without permission. CPO Z. Williams 
waited for the suspect to exit the timber. 
Once confronted, the suspect admitted to 
shed hunting and realized they did not have 
permission. The violator was educated, and 
proper enforcement action was taken. 
CPO	 Ausmus	 conducted	 sport	 fishing	
enforcement at Clinton Lake Spillway. CPO 
Ausmus encountered two anglers returning to 
their	vehicle	after	fishing.	The	anglers	had	two	
coolers with 19 big head carp and two-channel 

BLUE RIDGEBLUE RIDGE
CUSTOM BOATSCUSTOM BOATS

618-535-5600618-535-5600
BlueRidgeMetal@frontier.comBlueRidgeMetal@frontier.com

Monday – Friday 7:00am – 4:00pm • Saturday 7:00am – 12:00pm
Sunday Closed
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catfish	 inside.	 The	 anglers	 each	 had	 one	 rod	
with large weighted snag hooks attached and 
had no other tackle or bait. When asked what 
they were using for bait, the anglers indicated 
they	had	snagged	all	the	fish	in	their	possession.	
The two Chicago men were issued citations for 
snagging in waters closed to snagging. 
In Dewitt County, CPO Ausmus was checking 
anglers at the Mascoutin boat launch when 
he	 observed	 a	 subject	 operating	 a	 watercraft	
at greater than no-wake speed in a posted 
no-wake area. CPO Ausmus made contact 
with the operator upon his return to the dock 
and completed a boat safety inspection. The 
operator was cited for the wake zone violation 
and issued warnings for no PFDs, no Type IV 
PFD, and expired registration. 
CPO	Noah	Workman	was	checking	fishermen	
at the Clinton Lake Spillway. CPO Workman 
observed one male snagging. CPO Workman 
checked	the	individual	and	his	fishing	partners.	
One of the partners had crappie under the 
legal	 length	 limit.	 Both	 subjects	 were	 issued	
citations for their respected violations. 
CPO Ausmus received a disposition on a 
case where an archery deer hunter who is a 
registered sexual predator was found hunting 
on state property. The suspect, a Strawn man, 
was convicted of a Class 4 felony due to this 
being his second offense. He was sentenced to 
12 months of probation and ordered $1024 in 
fines	and	fees.	
IROQUOIS COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams interviewed a hunter 

regarding a possible tag issue. During the 
interview, the hunter admitted to harvesting 
an antlered deer without a required either-sex 
permit. The hunter realized the mistake when 
attempting to tag the harvested deer. Proper 
enforcement action was taken. 
MCLEAN COUNTY 
CPO Z. Williams was patrolling Moraine 
View	 State	 Park	 and	 observed	 fishermen	
actively	 fishing.	 Upon	 further	 observation,	
CPO	 Z.	 Williams	 saw	 an	 illegal	 campfire.	
The	 fishermen	 were	 educated	 and	 proper	
enforcement action was taken. 
PIATT COUNTY 
CPO Ausmus received the disposition of a 
case	where	a	Mansfield	man	was	found	to	have	
unlawfully dumped several deer carcasses. The 
investigation revealed the suspect harvested 
several deer over the archery season, one of 
which was never tagged or reported, two were 
field	 dressed	 but	 no	 usable	 meat	 was	 taken,	
and eight total carcasses were dumped without 
landowner permission. The suspect was charged 
with the following: Failure to Immediately Tag, 
Failure to Report Harvest by 10 pm, Pollution 
of a Waterway, Wanton Waste (2 counts), and 
Possession of Unlawfully Taken Wildlife. The 
suspect was issued warnings for Unlawful 
Dumping of Deer Carcasses w/o Permission 
(7 counts), Possession of Unlawfully Taken 
Wildlife (2 counts), Failure to Return Invalid 
Landowner Permits (2 counts), Failure to Notify 
SOS of an address change. The suspect pleads 
guilty to the following charges: in Shelby 
County: Failure to Immediately Tag, Moultrie 
County: Failure to Report Harvest by 10 PM, 

Piatt County: Wanton Waste. The suspect 
was	fined	$1439	 in	Piatt	County	 ($1,000	 civil	
penalty), $195 in Shelby County, and $195 
in Moultrie County. The suspect is facing a 
27-month suspension of hunting privileges due 
to convictions of three Class B misdemeanors in 
three different counties. 
VERMILION COUNTY 
CPO Sanford conducted an investigation 
regarding the unlawful harvest of a whitetail 
buck with no valid permit. The investigation 
stemmed from violations that occurred during 
the 2021-2022 archery deer season. CPO 
Sanford interviewed the suspect, who admitted 
to harvesting a buck, then subsequently 
purchasing an either-sex archery permit. The 
individual was issued a citation and multiple 
written warnings for the violation(s). 
CPO Sanford and CPO Z. Williams investigated 
the unlawful possession of multiple American 
Alligators by a Vermilion County resident. 
CPO Sanford and Williams conducted a 
consent search of the property and located 
multiple deceased alligators in a trash barrel 
on the property. The individual was issued 5 
citations for unlawful possession of American 
Alligators. The individual was also referred 
to the Vermilion County State’s Attorney for 
additional charges. 
Southern Zone / District 13, Sgt. Eric 
Manker (CPO Binsbacher, CPO Charles, 
CPO French, CPO Gerdes, CPO Lentz, 
CPO Leibl, CPO Macias, CPO Ray, CPO 
Schachner, CPO Sievers, CPO Waigand, 
CPO Wichern) (Counties: Bond, Clinton, 

Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, Randolph, 
St. Clair & Washington) 
CLINTON COUNTY 
CPO Macias received a phone call from an 
individual who found a seizure tag at a location 
where he had set up a tree stand last November. 
He was on his way to take it down and put it 
away	for	the	season.	The	subject	asked	the	CPO	
he had permission to be on the privately owned 
land.	The	CPO	asked	the	subject	 the	name	of	
the landowner, the name was given was not the 
landowner. Upon further interviews, it turned 
out	the	subject	placed	his	tree	stand	and	hunted	
for several weeks in a location where he did 
not have permission. The investigation and 
outcome is pending 
District	 13	 officers	 conducted	 a	 detail	 on	
the Kaskaskia River and Carlyle Lake. Four 
fishermen	 were	 cited	 for	 illegally	 snagging	
where	 prohibited.	 Several	 fish,	 including	
paddlefish,	 crappie,	 and	 white	 bass,	 were	
released back to the water. Citations and 
warnings	 were	 also	 issued	 for	 no	 fishing	
license in possession, over the limit of crappie 
(19 with a limit of 15), and possession of short 
crappie	(minimum	length	is	10”,	the	fisherman	
had	numerous	fish	under	that	size)	
MADISON COUNTY 
An oil pipeline leaked into Cahokia Creek 
near Edwardsville, IL. It is estimated that 
3000 barrels of oil were released. Clean up and 
recovery of the oil immediately started with 
the coordination of local, State, and Federal 
agencies, as well as the pipeline company. 
As clean-up is occurring 24 hours a day, 
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environmental units are monitoring the water, 
land, and wildlife affected by the spill. 
MONROE COUNTY 
CPO Schachner and CPO Binsbacher were 
working	 a	 snowy/sleet-filled	 day	 for	 snow	
goose	hunters	when	they	located	a	baited	field.	
Two	 non-resident	 subjects	 were	 observed	
waterfowl hunting and admitted intentionally 
baiting	 their	 hunting	 location.	 Both	 subjects	
were cited for hunting waterfowl with the aid 
of bait and received multiple warnings. 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
CPO Wright along with CPO Matt Lentz have 
been investigating a trapping complaint at the 
Nokomis Quarry. CPO Wright was eventually 
able to make contact with the Montgomery 
County resident who was doing the trapping. 
Before making contact with CPO Wright 
observed the trapper place exposed bait (dead 
rabbit) next to the trap. When he eventually 
made contact it was found that he had no 
trapping license and none of his traps were 
tagged. The trapper was also in possession of 
a	 .22	 rifle	 with	 a	 revoked	 FOID	 card.	 CPO	
Wright asked for consent to search the vehicle 
and consent was given. During the search, a 
meth pipe with residue was found. The man was 
taken	to	Montgomery	County	jail	and	booked	
for the possession of a controlled substance. He 
was issued 3 citations and 1 written warning 
for the other offenses. 
Southern Zone / District 14, Sgt. Marc 
Folden / ACTING Dan Lewis (CPO Jourdan, 
CPO Knop, CPO Lewis, CPO Schoenhoff, 
CPO Tapley, CPO K. Williams & CPO T. 
Williams) (Counties: Franklin, Gallatin, 
Hamilton, Hardin, Jefferson, Perry, Saline, 
& White) 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
CPO Jourdan cited a Jefferson County man 
for deer hunting violations committed in 
November 2021. The man had fraudulently 
applied for landowner deer permits. He killed 
a buck with a bow last November and used the 
landowner permit to report the harvest. The 
man claimed he was the son of a landowner 
that was eligible for the permit and also stated 
he lived on that landowner’s property. Neither 
were true. He received 2 citations and faces a 
suspension of his hunting privileges. 
Southern Zone / District 15, Sgt. Timothy 
Buhnerkempe (CPO Hyatt, CPO Roper, 
CPO Roundcount, CPO Skelton, CPO 
Smith, CPO Swindle, CPO Taylor & CPO 
Willand) (Counties: Clay, Crawford, 
Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, 
Lawrence, Marion, Richland, Wabash, & 
Wayne) 
EDWARDS COUNTY 
CPO Skelton Responded to the complaint 
of a landowner in Edwards County. CPO 
Skelton Spoke with the landowner about 
hunters running dogs onto his property without 
permission. Although the landowner was 
unable	 to	 identify	 the	 subjects,	 CPO	 Skelton	
discussed with him some alternative ways to 
deter the trespass of individuals in the future. 
MARION COUNTY 
CPO Smith received information from CPO 
Swindle referencing a tip he received from a 
Marion County resident. The person stated he 
observed a red in color pickup truck stop on the 
public	roadway,	two	people	exit	with	firearms	
and shoot and kill geese. H was able to retrieve 

a	 plate	 number.	 CPO	Smith	was	 able	 to	 find	
the owner of the truck. The owner stated that 
his son was driving the truck earlier. Upon 
speaking with the son, CPO Smith was able 
to gather information as to what happened. 
Two people were in the vehicle and decided 
to shoot at geese located on private property. 
The two individuals did not have permission 
to be on the property. The two individuals shot 
from and on the roadway, hunted from the 
roadway, and killed four Canada geese; which 
were out of season. CPO Smith cited the two 
individuals with four citations each, seized the 
two shotguns, and the 4 geese. 
WABASH COUNTY 
CPO	 Roundcount	 was	 checking	 fishermen	
at Beall Woods State Park. Upon seeing 
CPO	Roundcount,	 a	fisherman	packed	up	his	
gear and started walking to his vehicle. CPO 
Roundcount	stopped	the	fisherman	to	check	his	
license	and	bucket	for	fish.	The	fisherman	was	
in possession of 6 trout (daily limit of 5). The 
fisherman	was	issued	a	citation.	The	trout	were	
seized and released back into the lake. 
WAYNE COUNTY 
CPO Roundcount stopped a coyote hunter. 
CPO Roundcount performed a hunter 
compliance check on the coyote hunter. During 
the compliance check, the coyote hunter 
handed	CPO	Roundcount	his	cased	rifle.	Upon	
inspection,	 it	 was	 discovered	 the	 rifle	 was	
loaded with a bullet in the chamber. The coyote 
hunter was issued a citation. 
Southern Zone / District 16, Sgt. Kristin 
Taylor (CPO G. Anderson, CPO Johnson, 
CPO Somers, CPO Spinka, CPO Teas, 
CPO Vasicek, CPO Wilkinson, CPO Wolf) 
(Counties: Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Union, & Williamson) 
JACKSON COUNTY 
CPO G. Anderson interviewed 2 hunters in 
regards to their 2021 deer harvests. CPO 
Anderson discovered one of the hunters 
reported a 9 point buck under an antlerless-
only tag. A citation was issued for the offense 
and an additional 4 written warnings were 
issued to the hunters for failure to immediately 
tag deer harvest upon kill, failure to report 
harvest by 10:00 PM on the same calendar day, 
and hunting without licenses and permits in 
possession. 
JOHNSON COUNTY 
CPO Teas closed a case in Johnson County 
involving	a	subject	from	Tennessee	who	was	a	
felon	in	possession	of	a	firearm	and	had	placed	
bait	for	deer.	The	subject	was	found	guilty,	paid	
fines	 totaling	 $1875.00,	 and	 his	 firearm	 was	
forfeited. 
MASSAC COUNTY 
CPO Wolf cited two Missouri individuals 
fishing	Mermet	 Lake.	 One	 subject	 was	 cited	
for	fishing	with	more	than	2	rods	and	reels	and	
the other was cited for no valid non-resident 
fishing	 license,	 over	 the	 limit	 of	 crappie,	 and	
fishing	with	more	than	2	rods	and	reels.	
CPO Wilkinson assisted CPO Wolf in 
capturing	 an	 injured	 Pelican.	 The	 Pelican	
was captured and transported to Free Again 
Wildlife Rehabilitation in Carterville, IL. 
CPO	Wilkinson	performed	a	 traffic	 stop	on	a	
vehicle for passing in a nopassing zone and no 
taillights. The stop also determined the vehicle 
registration was expired. Two written warnings 
and one citation were issued.
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RESPONSIBILITY
ENDS HERE

 Gunsmiths and other repair 
personnel have the duty to make a 
mechanism work as intended, but 
cannot be responsible for details 
out of their control, the same way 
that a mechanic cannot be blamed 
for an engine running poorly with 
contaminated	fuel.	The	first	sign	of	
something not working correctly 
after repair is typically the owner 
pushing blame onto the repairman 
of that device, since the owner 
is not going to sabotage his own 
equipment, right? Perhaps that 
should	be	qualified	as	not	going	to	
“deliberately” sabotage.

having personally seen recent 
manufacture	shells	with	hang-fires	
or well-hit primer duds, the failures 
were	 always	 non-fire	 because	
of improper impact against the 
primer, whether the shell or primer 
was poorly seated (example: extra 
deep rim cut for the shotgun shell) 
or an offset hit to the primer failing 
to cause ignition.
 One does not need to look 
hard to discern the difference in 
these two examples of shell rim 
clearance (called headspace), and 
with the bottom example being 
quite	excessive,	it	requires	a	major	

 Doubtful that anyone intends 
to purchase bad fuel, and shooters 
don’t prefer bad ammunition, 
but if there is little selection 
available and is either obviously 
aged or from an unknown foreign 
manufacturer,	the	confidence	level	
that those shells inspire may be 
less than what would be expected 
from a mainline brand with recent 
production. Witnessing old shells 
either	 misfire	 or	 hang-fire	 makes	
one consider having a session cut 
short in search of a suitable rod 
to drive out a stuck wad or bullet 
before being able to resume. Not 

part	 of	 the	 firing	 pin	 length	 to	
make contact, much less dent the 
primers (see picture 1). Repair of 
these chamber rims was complex 
and would not be cost effective 
for many older shotguns, unless 
of	 special	 significance	 (heirloom)	
or uncommon grade value. It is 
true that headspace is less critical 
on shotguns than with high power 
rifles,	 for	 example,	 though	 it	 is	
still preferable to make the shells 
have	proper	fit	instead	of	cutting	to	
“close enough.”
 When referring to an offset 
firing	 pin	 hit,	 the	 two	 examples	

Picture 1



to the left show how far the 
displacement from near center can 
be	(see	picture	2).	Fire	or	misfire	in	
these cases can be left to blind luck, 
since there is not a way to verify 
the position of the primer anvil 
inside the primer cup. If the anvil 
is in line with the displacement, 
the	firing	pin	dent	has	more	chance	
to crush the priming compound to 
cause ignition even with the less-
than-ideal hit location. If the anvil 
is crosswise to the displacement 
axis,	misfire	 is	much	more	 likely	
to occur. The right example is held 
with a straight edge showing the 
center line, and note that the dent is 
almost completely exposed on this 
side of that centerline. If the anvil 
alignment, as mentioned earlier, 
is in line with the straight edge, it 
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may be harder to ignite than if the 
anvil slope skews towards the dent 
position, since some height of the 
anvil is present away from center 
more along the anvil than next to 
the anvil, being shaped somewhat 
like a triangle topped piece of 
sheet metal. The tip of the triangle 
is highest, but even down the slope 
there	 is	 some	 resistance	 to	 firing	
pin impact that is absent off to one 
side of the triangle. This condition 
would be even more apparent with 
the	center	example	since	the	firing	
pin is actually hitting the primer at 
a downward angle, so the dent, as it 
is induced, gets farther away from 
the primer center as it deepens.
	 These	 examples	 of	 misfire	
show that the shooter was not 
going to give up, he would rotate 
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the cartridge and snap it again 
until	 it	 fired	 or	 else	 shot	 it	 in	
another gun that was handy (see 
picture 3). Each one looks like 
3 distinct hits were needed to 
fire,	 and	 luckily	 these	 empties	
were saved so there were some 
to examine concerning the 
malfunction complaint. It would 
be preferred to not repeatedly 
attempt	 to	 fire	 if	 ignition	 failure	
resulted (or any other syndrome 
was exposed), so as to avoid any 
confusion concerning the error in 
function. Whenever a shooter has 
a	misfire	or	other	specific	failure,	
it is helpful for the gunsmith 
to see evidence. Therefore, it 
is recommended to the shooter 
to preserve some examples of 
the function error, whatever it 
is, and also reserve some of the 
unused shells from that exact 
box to be used potentially for test 
purposes or at least examination 
of unaltered specimens.
 The pictures provided may aid 

shooters in understanding some 
of the issues that can affect the 
reliable operation, though there 
can be more to the equation than 
just	 a	 soft	 firing	 pin	 impact	 or	
offset hit. There can be variance 
in the impact locations seen when 
multiple	fired	shells	from	the	same	
mechanism are studied as a group, 
if the primer location in each 
individual hull does not remain 
consistent whether from one type 
or multiple brands or shell versions. 
Manufacturers are pressed to 
increase output and the machines 
may be run at higher speeds than 
originally designed to accomplish, 
and the tooling that is used for each 
specific	run	may	remain	in	service	
past the recommended wear life 
if production numbers are used to 
trump the quality standard. 
 You are invited to read 
previous articles in the online 
archives at asomagazine.com, and 
these articles are always on pages 
56 and 57, thank you for reading.
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Fall and Winter fun Action
	 There	 are	 many	 fishermen	 out	
there that love to target trout.  They 
love chasing them down in the local 
lakes and ponds during the “stocked” 
trout season or chasing the big girls 
out on Lake Michigan.
 If you want to talk about a trout 

species that gets a bad rap, then all 
you have to do is mention the Lake 
trout. Laker, Greaser, or Grease ball 
are a few of the names that they have 
taken on over the years.  
 The forage they feed on in the 
Southern part of Lake Michigan 
allows	their	flesh	to	take	on	a	less	than	
desirable oily taste. This does not stop 
some	 of	 us	 die-hard	 fisherman	 from	
getting out in the cold November air 
and	 chasing	 after	 these	 hard	 fighters	
on light tackle.  
	 Most	 often	 these	 fish	 are	 not	
considered by many to be a targeted 
species to catch.  They are often 
caught on accident while in search of 
King or Coho Salmon.  However, in 
the late fall and early winter you will 
find	 these	 fish	 coming	 up	 onto	 the	
manmade reefs as well as near shore 
to spawn.  This is a great opportunity 
to	get	in	on	some	hard	fighting	action.
	 These	 fish	 are	 going	 to	 be	
accessible not only by boat, but 
the shore anglers can also get the 
opportunity	 to	 tangle	 with	 a	 fish	 or	
two. The techniques to target the 
Lakers are simple, yet effective.
 Trolling is a popular and often 

By Cory Yarmuth
Legend-outdoors.com

BIG WATER 
LAKE TROUT

utilized technique. Fishermen use 
a simple rig of a Spin-n-glo and a 0 
dodger.  This is the same style as 
a	 dodger/fly	 combo.	 	 Some	 of	 the	
popular colors for the dodgers are 
trashcan (smoke) or clown.  
	 The	 spin-n-glow	 is	 just	 a	 simple	
cork with wings on it that make the 
cork spin.   This is rigged on a leader 
about 14”-18” long with a 1/0single 
hook or treble hook and a few colored 
beads separating the hook and spin-n-
glo.  The brighter colors of the Spin-
n-Glows seem to produce the best.  
Whites, yellows, and oranges can be 
found in most angler’s boxes.
 Other presentations that the troller 
prefers are long slender spoons with 
bright accent colors as well as larger 

body baits that will imitate the existing 
forage.  The key to these baits is to use 
a slower troll than what you are used 
to.  During the summer months your 
speeds may be in the 2.8mph, but in 
the colder water that speed needs to 
drop down to around 2.0mph.  
 Wire or Braided line with a deeper 
diver set-up works well for this type of 
trolling because they allow you to get 
the	baits	down	to	the	fish	and	allow	for	
quick	 depth	 adjustment	 when	 going	

Author with a nice laker jigging blade baits

Author with a laker that hit a trolling spread
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over	a	snag	filled	reef.	 	Downriggers	
are also used, but caution should be 
used as it is easy to hang up on the 
structure if you get too close to the 
bottom.	This	 can	 cause	 you	 a	major	
headache when you try to free the 
downrigger weight.
	 Other	options	 to	 target	 these	fish	
when they are closer to the harbors 
and	on	the	reef	structures	is	to	jig	for	
them.  Baits such as a 3/8oz darter 
jig	head	and	gulp	jerk	shads	in	white	
or	 shiner	 colors	or	 slab	 style	 jigging	
spoons work quite well.  You will get 
hung up a lot on the rocks so have 
plenty of spare baits with you.  
 Blade baits that create a lot of 
vibration are also a great alternative as 
these allow you to present the bait in a 
vertical fashion and you can keep the 
bait	just	above	the	structure.		Jigging	
for these monsters of the deep can 
be exciting and provide some great 
battles on light tackle
 The equipment set-up for this is 
basic.  A 7’ to 9’ spinning rod spooled with 
braided	 line	 and	 a	 good	 fluorocarbon	
leader	is	something	that	most	fisherman	
have in their arsenal. The braided line 

will allow you to have a better feel of 
the bait and offers little to no stretch for 
a better hook set in the deeper water.   
The	 braid	 and	 fluorocarbon	 will	 also	
offer better abrasion resistance from the 
rocks below.
 The shore guys also have chances 
to	 catch	 these	 spawning	 fish.	 	 This	
can be done with some of the same 
tactics as you would use from a 
boat.   Find areas that have some deep 
water close to shore as well as some 
rocky structure. There are areas from 
Milwaukee on down to Michigan City 
that will hold Lakers in the fall.
 The equipment choice will be 

very similar, however longer rods are 
recommended to allow the most distance 
out of a cast.  The more water you cover 
the	 better	 your	 chances	 of	 finding	 fish	
are.  Braided line is still a key player in 
your equipment as well as good quality 
snaps and hooks on your baits.
 Your presentation will be casting 
spoons as well as deep diving body 
baits.  Jigging gulp or large Kalins 
style twister tail grubs will also 
produce	 fish.	 	 The	 key	 is	 to	 make	
sure you get your baits as close to 
the bottom as you can and keep your 
retrieve slow.  Vary things up a bit 
with a pause and twitch retrieve and 
this will often trigger a strike.  

 Trout	 aren’t	 just	 a	 brightly	
colored	 fish	 that	 are	 sought	 after	
with	long	fly	rods	and	tiny	flies.		The	
Great Lakes offer up some excellent 
opportunities	for	big	fish	and	with	a	
little time and effort anyone of any 
skill	set	can	target	these	fish.
 Just because the leaves are 
starting to fall off the trees and the 
deer are moving in the woods it 
doesn’t mean that it’s time to give up 
fishing	the	lakefront.			The	fall	can	be	
very productive and offer some great 
opportunities to catch some big and 
colorful	fish.	 	Take	advantage	of	 this	
time	and	find	out	 just	what	you	may	
have been missing in the past.

THE SCENT THAT WORKS! 
For GREAT products at GREAT prices, 

we’re the SCENT COMPANY You’ll 
keep coming back to!

100% Natural 
Deer Scent

No Additives or Preservatives 
&  Guaranteed Fresh

309-678-9531
whitetail73@frontier.com

www.hunzikersdeerscent.com

All scent 
sold in 

4 oz. 
bottles.

AVAILABLE AT: 
All Farm King • General Store Bayview 

Pekin Bass and Bow
Presley’s Outdoors

RP Home and Harvest - 
Pekin, Pontiac, Morris, 
Streator, Washington

Freedom Sports

A quick view of some of my favorite laker baitsBowed up with a laker on the line



60 Adventure Sports Outdoors | October 2022

FALL BLUEGILLS AND INDIAN 
SUMMER WEATHER
By Tom Berg

 Fall bluegill fishing was one of 
my favorite activities as a young 
angler.  When I was a teenager, 
I remember heading to the lake 
during October where Grandma had 
a cottage with the sole thought of 
chasing late-season bluegills.  By 
October, most cottages were already 
closed-up for the season and the 
lake was calm and nearly deserted.  
That made for some peaceful and 
memorable fishing outings!
	 Afternoon	 and	 evening	 fishing	
excursions always seemed to produce 
the best results, probably because 
the Autumn sunlight during the day 
warmed the water in the shallows 
just	enough	to	trigger	the	bluegills	to	
put on the feedbag right before dark.  
This was especially true on those days 
with relatively warm temperatures 
and little to no wind.
 One of my best fall bluegill honey 
holes was a relatively shallow (four to 
five	feet	deep)	area	along	an	extensive	
stretch of thick cattails.  There were 
a few feet of weed-free open water 
from the face of the cattail stand to 
the edge of a very thick weed bed that 
grew to within several inches of the 
surface.  The thick weeds extended 
out towards deeper water (about 15 

feet or so) and then disappeared at the 
edge of a natural drop off.  My Dad 
and I usually anchored the boat right 
on the deep edge of the weed bed and 
we would cast towards the cattails.
 The weed bed kept the anchors 
from dragging along the bottom 
even in the heaviest wind, although 
we	 usually	 only	 fished	 this	 area	
when the wind was somewhat calm.  
Positioning the boat at the edge of the 
drop off also put us within an easy 
18–20-foot cast of the clear water 
right in front of the cattails.  When 
conditions were right, almost every 
cast to the open water “strike zone” 
yielded a hand-sized bluegill.
 A small float, a tiny split shot 
and a small hook baited with a 
beemoth or piece of redworm is all 
that was required for an evening 
of fun and excitement.  I prefer an 
ultralight spinning outfit with 4-6 
pound-test line when fishing for 
bluegills, but almost any rod and 
reel	will	be	just	fine.
 Although I have done well with 
a plain hook and a beemoth for bait, 
I	 have	 found	 that	 a	 small	 ice	 jig	
or	 hair	 jig	 tipped	 with	 a	 beemoth	
is even better.  Some of the best 
bluegill	 jigs	 I	 have	 used	 are	made	
by Nothead Tackle in Seymour, 
Indiana.  They have a great line 
of	 segmented	 ant	 jigs	 and	 natural	
hair	jigs,	in	sizes	all	the	way	down	
to 1/64 ounce.  For the ants, I like 

the black ones and the white ones.  
With	the	hair	jigs,	the	natural	colors	
like brown, black and brown/orange 
are hard to beat.
	 When	 using	 these	 small	 jigs,	 it	
is not necessary to use a split shot 
under	your	float.		The	only	reason	to	
add any split shot to this rig would be 
to make your bobber stand up if you 
are using a stick-type bobber.  But 
to be honest, using no extra weight 
will	allow	the	jig	to	fall	slowly	in	the	
water column after each cast, which 
looks very natural to the bluegills.   
A	slowly	 falling	 jig	 is	often	quickly	
grabbed by a hungry bull bluegill! 
 It is very likely that the bluegills 
were attracted to my favorite spot in 
the fall due to a variety of factors.  
The deep water nearby is one reason, 
for	sure.	 	Many	fish	head	for	deeper	
water as the shallows get colder 

shallower water, they could have 
easily been attracted to the clear 
water	 adjacent	 to	 the	 cattails	 by	 a	
smorgasbord of tasty critters that are 
just	the	right	size	for	a	hungry	bluegill	
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towards the end of the year, and 
bluegills are no exception.  The weed 
bed right on the edge of the drop off 
provided	 good	 cover	 for	 the	 fish	 as	
they moved from the deeper water 
up	onto	the	shallower	flat	next	to	the	
thick stand of cattails, and the weeds 
may have also provided food for the 
bluegills in the way of tiny aquatic 
invertebrates.
 Once the bluegills were in the 

The author displays a good-sized bluegill 
that fell for a jig tipped with a beemoth.  

Photo courtesy of Tom Berg.
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to inhale.  Tiny aquatic insect larvae, 
small	 crayfish,	water	 beetles,	 snails,	
leeches	and	flatworms	are	just	a	few	
of the natural foods that bluegills 
feast upon in shallow water.  The 
sunshine and the warmth of the day 
may have made these creatures more 
active in the shallows, which in turn 
attracted the predatory bluegills.
 If the cold winds of October come 
too soon, however, the shallow water 
will lose its warmth and many of the 
bluegill’s food items will disappear or 
go dormant until next year.  If we get 
a good stretch of nice Indian Summer 
weather with bright sunshine, calm 
winds and warm temperatures, the 
bluegill feeding frenzy might go on 
for quite some time.  Even after a 
cold front passes through, if we get 
several days in a row of warm Indian 
Summer weather, it is a good idea to 
check some of your bluegill hotspots 
to see if the warm days have triggered 
another bluegill feeding spree.
 Bluegills are some of the best-
tasting	 fish	 available	 to	 us,	 whether	
you fry them or bake them.  This is 
a great time of year to catch bluegills 
for	a	family	fish	fry,	too,	because	the	
cooler	 water	 helps	 keep	 the	 fillets	
firmer.		Bluegills	are	very	prolific,	so	
it won’t hurt most lakes if you harvest 
a	basket	full	of	these	panfish.
 Just keep in mind that although 
there is no bag limit on bluegills in 
Indiana or Illinois (except for a few 
specific	 waters),	 it	 doesn’t	 mean	
you should take as many as you can.  
There is nothing wrong with keeping 

enough	 fish	 for	 a	 meal	 or	 two,	 but	
please	 harvest	 only	 as	many	 fish	 as	
you plan to use.
 It’s also a good idea to practice 
catch and release with the biggest 
panfish	(those	bluegills	that	are	over	
9 inches long) and keep more of the 
smaller ones for the table.  Releasing 
some of the big boys will ensure that 
their superior genes will be passed on 
to the next generation.  That means 
more big bluegills in the future!

Another bluegill headed for the fish basket.  
This one hit a chartreuse jig tipped with a 

beemoth.  Photo courtesy of Tom Berg.

Hand-sized bluegills can be caught at this 
time of year, if you watch the weather.  

Photo by Tom Berg

These jigs from Nothead Tackle are deadly 
for bluegills and other panfish.  Photo by 

Tom Berg.
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 The Herschberger-Miller barn, 
that was originally constructed 
three miles west of Arthur, Illinois in 
1879, was dismantled by Firmitas, 
formerly Trillium Dell Timber 
Works, in spring of 2022.  The 
intricate process raised massive 
media coverage in the region 
because the barn was not only being 
removed from its original site, but, 
the 143-year structure was tagged, 
labeled, dismantled piece by piece, 
and will be relocated, refurbished, 
and rebuilt at its new home, Illinois 
Amish Heritage Center (IAHC), 
located between Arcola and Arthur, 

on Illinois Route 133.
 On Friday, September 23rd at 
4 p.m., the IAHC will be hosting 
a public groundbreaking for site 
prep of this historical barn. The 
unique event will feature a horse 
drawn slip scraper for breaking the 
ground which was very common 
during the era of the original barn 
usage.
 A two-day public Barn Raising is 
scheduled for Friday, October 28 and 
Saturday, October 29 from 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. One of the biggest attractions is 
the rare opportunity for attendees to 
witness a partial hand-raising of the 
barn, which hasn’t happened in over 
100 years in Central Illinois. 
 Other events on the Illinois 
Amish Heritage campus will include 
pioneer and Amish-based activities 

such as blacksmithing, glass blowing, 
rope making, Kiddie Tractor Pull, 
petting zoo, pony cart rides and more. 
Additionally, local Amish favorites 
will be made and sold onsite such 
as fresh apple cider, popcorn, ice 
cream and more. The food tent will 
also be serving an authentic German 
breakfast, and other food vendors 
will be available.
 For more information, call 
Cassie Yoder (217) 254-4012. Also, 
look for the Illinois Amish Heritage 
Center at www.illinoisamish.org and 
on Facebook.

Additional Information
About the Barn:
	 This	 large,	 five-bay,	
Pennsylvania-style barn features the 
typical forebay overhang on the east 
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side,	 and	 a	 drive-in	 threshing	 floor	
on the west side. On the lower level 
are stalls for six draft horses, pens for 
various livestock, and the milking 
bay along with grain and feed bins. 
The upper level is open for hay and 
grain storage. 
 The barn was dismantled 
in February and the timbers 
were shipped to the facilities of 
Trillium Dell Timber Works, now 
Firmatas, in Galesburg, Illinois 
for restoration or replacement as 
needed. A traditional barn-raising 
is planned for the fall. This will 
be coordinated by Firmatas staff 
and involve interested public and 
Amish from the local as well as 
other Amish areas. The framework 
will	go	up	first	followed	by	the	roof	
rafters and roof and then the siding. 
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The interior of the restored barn 
will include the original grain bins, 
stalls, and other features from the 
original barn. 
 The addition of a working 
livestock barn at the IAHC will allow 
the site to feature various types of 
farm animals and farming activities 
related to them. This will bring the 
site one step closer to an envisioned 
Amish living history farm.  
 Once restored, this barn 
will allow visitors to experience 
traditional care and feeding of 
livestock and horses, and grain 
threshing and feed storage, along 
with other traditional farming 
practices.  It will also be used as a 
horse hotel, to attract visitors with 
horses that would then stay at local 
hotels and bed & breakfasts. Animals 
for demonstrations, viewing and a 
petting zoo will also be housed in 
the barn. 

Tourism to IAHC and the Area:
 The Arthur Area Association 
of Commerce reports that annually 
over 200,000 visitors from all 50 

states and an average of 50 foreign 
countries travel to Arthur, Illinois 
(population 2,300), home of the 
state’s largest and oldest Old Order 
Amish Settlement of 4,500 Amish 
living in the surrounding area. 
Located	just	9	miles	west	of	Interstate	
57, IAHC is easily accessible, and 
within a 50 miles range, cities 
include Champaign-Urbana, Decatur, 
Mattoon, Charleston, Bloomington-
Normal,	 Springfield,	 Danville,	
Lincoln,	Effingham,	Tuscola,	Arcola,	
Taylorville, Sullivan, and Terre 
Haute, Indiana.
	 Specifically,	IAHC	draws	visitors	
from across the nation, bringing 
tourist dollars to Illinois. A review 
of 2589 individuals or families 
completing IAHC registration cards 
demonstrate that 45% of those 
visitors reside out of the State of 
Illinois.  IAHC is also beginning to 
attract visitors from other countries, 
including France and Japan. 
 Within a 50- mile radius of Arthur 
there are 111,000 students in grades 
K-12, attending 370 public schools. 
It is anticipated that the IAHC 

will	 be	 a	 prime	field	 trip	 for	 public	
schools to send busloads of students, 
chaperoned by teachers and parents, 
to see Amish culture come alive, 
encouraging families to return for 
festivals, events, and demonstrations.
 Located within a 30 miles driving 
distance there are 72 hotels and 

lodgings, with 5,836 guest rooms that 
will	benefit	from	expanded	programs,	
demonstrations, festivals, weddings, 
and events that are predicted to draw 
overnight visitors, attracted by the 
addition of the two historic barns and 
demonstration	agriculture	field.
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SCRAPES 
- NATURAL 
AND MOCK
 Scrapes are territorial markers 
made	 by	 bucks	 to	 mark	 and	 define	
their breeding territory. Both bucks 

and does visit scrapes and leave 
information through smells they 
put down through urine, saliva, 
and various scent glands.  A buck 
can analyze a does smell and her 
readiness to breed, plus how recently 
she visited the scrape.     
 Scrapes tell visiting bucks and 
does that “this is my territory”.     It 
also lets the scrape creator know that 
there is another buck in his area that 
could	be	a	major	challenger.				Every	
smell or bit of residue left there can be 
read by all deer.   Scrapes are todays 
equivalent of “Facebook”.   Most of 
these sign posts are made beginning 
late August/early September and 
ramp up as the fall season progresses.  
In the southern states this activity 
may vary by a couple of weeks
 Many scrapes are made by 1 
½ year old bucks and then never 
freshened again.  Older bucks, that 
do	 the	 majority	 of	 breeding,	 will	
often return to the scrape freshening 
it again and again.  There are also 
preferred areas that bucks use over 
and over.  Such areas could be along 
a	major	travel	route,	in	a	bottleneck/

By Marlene Odahlen-Hinz 
marleneasomag@gmail.com

pinch point or near a bedding area.  
These are the spots I concentrate on 
when making my mock scrapes.
 STEP #1:  FIND A SPOT.   
Because I hunt the same area year 
after year I’ve learned several “go to” 
spots	to	set	up	a	mock	scrape.				Major	
trails leading to and from bedding 
areas are good spots to check out.  
These	are	high	traffic	corridors	used	
by does and buck alike.
 Check out pinch points and areas 
where several trails intersect.  As 
you scout these places look for bare 
patches that are newly opened, are 
large, are freshened frequently and 
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where there might be several of them.  
When you come across a spot with 
a cluster of scrapes some of which 
might be large and have been freshen 
several times -- look around and see 
if there is a tree big enough for you to 
hang a tree stand to cover that spot.
 STEP #2:  CONSTRUCTION.   
When	you	find	the	right	spot	to	put	a	
mock scrape and  there is more than 
one	natural	scrape	there,	find	the	one	
that looks the freshest and largest.   
Next,	if	possible,	find	a	similar	type	
tree that has an overhanging branch 
within 50 yards of the original one.  
It is above this branch that you 

Drippers are designed to work during day-
light hours so make sure you leave an air 
pocket which can expand when tempera-
tures rise and push out your chosen scent.

Start by cleaning a 3x4 foot area beneath 
the dripper.
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want to hang the dripper.  When no 
overhanging branch is available 
just	 cut	 a	 branch,	 thread	 it	 through	
existing branches and secure it with 
rope or twine.  Bucks will rub their 
foreheads and antlers on these lower 
branches as well as chew on them to 
leave their scent.
 Hang your dripper above the 
interaction-branch when possible.   I 
prefer using the Magnum Scrape 
Dripper from Wildlife Research 
because I’ve had success with their 
products.    Even though the dripper 
holds	4	ounces	of	fluid	 I	use	a	 little	
less than half that amount.  This 
leaves an air pocket inside that 
expands during the heat of the day 
forcing out the liquid scent.   It shuts 
off when temperatures drop.       
 Using a stick, scrape the ground 
under the branch and dripper until 
it is clear of weeds, leaves and any 
other vegetation.  Try to clean an area 
about 3 feet wide and 4 feet long.    
Chances are a buck visiting it later, 
will enlarge it and deposit his own 
urine and scent in the scrape and on 
the “licking branch” you’ve provided.

 STEP #3: SCENT SELECTION.  
When	 I’ve	 found	 my	 first	 natural	
scrape of the season I start with using 
Active Scrape in my drippers.  I like 
to start my drippers with a scent that 
has both doe and buck urine in it.   I 
try to check my mock scrapes every 
time I hunt, if possible, to see if it is 
functioning properly or if I need to add 
more scent.   
 Once I see more buck activity 
I put Golden Scrape in my dripper.  
It’s a blend of doe urine with estrus 
secretions and buck urine.  (Note:  it 
is not necessary to clean the dripper 
out when adding a new scent but if it 
makes	you	feel	better,	just	rinse	it	out	
with plain water.)
 STEP #4: ICING ON THE 
CAKE.  After I’ve spent time creating 
my mock scrape I do one more thing.   
I make a mock rub.    The exposed 
wood serves as an added visual 
stimulus	to	my	set	up.			I	just	take	my	
hand saw or pruner and rub the bark 
off a near by tree or sapling.   Then, 
I	add	just	a	few	drops	of	a	challenge	
scent such as Mega-Tarsal Plus.
 One morning as I sat in my 

stand a fox came into my set up and 
rolled in my mock scrape.  It then 
immediately went over to one of 
the natural scrapes and rolled in that 
one as well.  At that moment I was 
convinced that any buck passing by 
would see my mock scrape as being 
made by an actual competitor and not 
by me.
 I’ve made mock scrapes for years 
and	find	them	a	great	tool	to	keep	on	
my hunting strategy list of things to 
do to bring in bucks especially during 
the rut.  You might be surprised at the 
interest they create.
 Remember, at this time of 
the year, a deer’s sense of smell is 
in overdrive so be aware of your 
own scent transfer when handling 

drippers, making scrapes and rubs.   I 
always wear rubber gloves and spray 
my clothes and boots with a scent 
reducing product like Scent Killer.
 Until next month don’t forget to 
take your daughter, granddaughter or 
niece bowhunting.
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If there is an overhanding branch above the 
scrape, bucks will leave saliva and scent 

from their orbital glands on it.

Add a little scent directly into the mock 
scrape and each time you refill the dripper.
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IMAGINE . . .

“The Old Man makes a comeback.”
 Last January I was walking 
around Wally World and upon 
returning home I found a large 
blister on each foot, at my age 
with diabetes that’s not good. The 
blisters turned into wounds, and 
I was hospitalized overnight. Too 
many scare tactics and tests I got 
the hell out of there. I must say the 
V.A. gave me a lot of bandages, 
and a wheelchair. Notably they 
didn’t have much faith in me healing 
up. So much for popular opinion. 
Ha, my last checkup found me 
completely healed.
 I wasn’t going to miss any 
hunting season. It was a 500 yard 
walk uphill to the old Tobacco 
Barn, behind the Methodist Church. 
That’s our hunting area, for me 
and Rev. Mike Canada, who 
promptly missed a gobbler at 50 
yards, and I quickly introduced 
him to the 12 gauge 3 1/2-inch 

THE HILL
By John Simeone

magnum. I called up to 5 gobblers 
for the rest of the season, but they 
wouldn’t	step	out	into	the	field.	No	
disappointment there is no failure in 
hunting.
 My feet got stronger, and I 
wouldn’t give up. The Hill was a 
challenge and I like that. Then it 
was spring squirrel season. More 
trips back up and down the Hill. 
There is a choke point where all 
the squirrels seem to come by 
at close range. I had to skip the 
12- and 20-gauge shotguns as the 
encounters were only 12 to 15 yards, 
so my 410 double was put into play. 
That was the proper formula with a 
3-inch load of #4s.
 Even at the opening of Fall 
Squirrel Season the leaves are still 
thick and Green and there is no way 
to	use	my	beloved	22	rifles.	The	410	
remained in play picking off the 
Fox	and	Grey	Squirrels	in	fine	style.	
Mike	has	a	fine	20-gauge	pump	but	
once again brought out the 12 ga. 
blasting them with High Brass 6s 
and	filling	them	with	lead.	Then	410	

with #4s makes 2 or 3 hits with little 
or no meat destruction. Put that in 
your notebook.
 My game cam wasn’t doing well 
so I bought another more expensive 
model. When I went to change it 
over, I had 1400 photos in one week. 
Spot	the	7	point	was	the	first	visitor	
(Small white spots on his neck). It 
turns out since on one has hunted 
the area in years, we have inbred 
deer. Spot is weak on the right side 
and has no brow tines. This put him 
on the freezer hit list.

 Old Landowners and the rich 
ones don’t allow hunting anymore 
and	 the	 first	 problem	 is	 inbreeding.	
Everything else seems to naturally 

KICKAPOO CREEK SUPPLY

BUYER OF RAW FURS & SQUIRREL TAILS
Selling complete line of trapping supplies:

Lures • Baits • Traps • Fur Handling Equipment 
Snares • Hip Boots • Chest Waders • AND MORE

WE SHIP UPS

“FUR BUYER”
COMPLETE HIDE TANNING SERVICE

CALL: 309.446.3137
6815 N. McIntyre Road • Brimfield, IL 61517

Too close for a 12 ga, the 410 is the way to go.

Some of the deer do not look in good 
shape due to inbreeding, others look good.
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be in place. One of my old Does has 
her ribs showing even though there is 
plenty of food. Another for the hit list.

 I think there are bigger bucks 
out	 there,	 but	 you	 just	 never	 really	
know. To me I don’t want to know 
what’s out there past what I see on 
one camera. Having cameras all 
over an area and tracking a Bucks 
routine doesn’t get it with me. I like 
the thrill of a surprise, who knows 
what’s out there. Pass it on.

CHASNCHASN
TAIL TAIL 

TAXIDERMYTAXIDERMY
Seth LekiesSeth Lekies

(309) 303-0706(309) 303-0706
Your full service taxidermist. From bucks to ducks, we do it all!

Yates City, Illinois

She has twin fawns that are doing well but 
her ribs are showing, not good.

Notch in right ear did not 
produce a fawn this year.

Yep, we have a few Turkeys on the hill, 
they seem to gobble all year.

“Who Dat!”

Falls, east of Eminence, Missouri, 
is especially gorgeous in the fall.

Ducks and Labs make for a great 
day of water fowling at Missouri’s 

Grand Pass Conservation Area
Todd Houle with a 7.5lb largemouth bass caught on a chatter bait in a Peoria 

County farm pond. Photo by Chenal Houle (wife, fishing buddy and biggest fan). 
Thanks for sharing with ASO Magazine.
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MEL’S SPORTING GOODSMEL’S SPORTING GOODS

618.662.8663618.662.8663

• Custom Built Bowstrings
• Pro Shop
• Indoor Range
•  NOW SELLING                

FIREARMS!

HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 10am - 7pm

Sat 9am - 3pm

520 S. Elm • Flora, IL 62839
Rt 50 to Flora, Main St. South over tracks, right at 3-story Self Storage

 Brett Creager was an outstanding member 
of	the	hunting	and	fishing	community	in	central	
Illinois.	Brett	was	an	avid	hunter	and	fisherman	
as well as teacher and coach throughout his 
lifetime. His passion for teaching kids was 
admirable and one of his most outstanding 
qualities. Brett’s love for children will, later 
in his life, be the basis behind the Youth 
Outdoor Day. Brett hosted youth hunts, on 
a yearly basis, as well coordinating the duck 
blind drawings each year at Sangchris. Brett 
was also a campground host for many years at 
Sangchris State Park, where he always gave a 
warm welcome to the guests. He dedicated his 
life to the outdoors and spreading the passion 
he held with him throughout his life. In the 
mid-1980s Brett Creager and Randy Cooke 
as	well	 as	a	 few	others	 started	 the	very	first	
Youth Outdoor Day. In the beginning the day 
was a small group of 7-8 kids that gathered by 
the lake to cook hotdogs and learn about some 
basic hunting skills and hunting dog demo. 

This small get-together went on a few years 
before life inevitably got busy and the event 
eventually got put on the back burner. This did 
however mark the beginning of the event.
 Around 2013 Brett was diagnosed 
with	 cancer.	 He	 spent	 years	 fighting	 this	
horrible sickness. At one point he thought 
the treatment and surgery had paid off, but 
only short time later the cancer returned even 
more aggressively than the last. Brett was a 
loyal Christian and came to the conclusion 
he was going to let God’s plan play out. In 
2015, at the age of 49, he sadly passed away 
from the illness. In order to carry on his 
passion of teaching and providing education 
to children about the outdoors, Randy Cooke 
and the Sangchris Waterfowlers Association 
restarted the annual outdoor day in 2015  that 
would be held every fall in honor of Brett 
Creager’s	 legacy.	The	 first	 year	 there	were	
about 15 kids and following years continued 
to grow and grow thanks to the tireless 

BRETT CREAGER MEMORIAL 
YOUTH OUTDOOR DAY
By Savannah Kolba

dedication put in by Randy Cooke and the 
volunteers that put the event on annually. 
 Randy Cooke has continued to be in 
charge of coordinating this event for the past 
seven years. Recently though due to some 
health issues, he has begun the process of 
passing the torch to his son. After becoming 
ill the day of the 2021Youth Outdoor Day, his 
son had to take over at the last minute and 
Randy decided it was time to pass the reins to 

the next generations of outdoorsmen. 
			 From	 the	 first	 outing	 with	 only	 7-	 8	
people,	the	goal	was	to	just	introduce	one	kid	
to the outdoors in hopes of helping them to 
find	a	lifelong	passion	for	the	outdoors.	Randy	
said, “Kids are the future of these events”. 
He believes without kids that are willing to 
get outside and get involved, the future the 
event will come to a sad end. Randy also said 
he believes that this event is as impactful to 

River’s Bend Reproduction’sRiver’s Bend Reproduction’s
Fish Replica ArtistFish Replica Artist

You catch them, take a picture and release 
and we do the rest.

Contact us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
Rivers-Bend-Reproductions-111345391633668/

Or email us at riversbendreproductions@gmail.com

DEER PROCESSING
217.522.3345

www.turaskymeats.com
1129 Taintor Rd. Springfield, IL 62702

Located on the Northside of the IL State 
Fairgrounds across from gate 5.

Off Veterans, take 8th Street Rd • Springfield, IL

24 HOUR DEER DROP OPEN DURING 
ARCHERY SEASON. CALL FOR DETAILS.
The Turasky family has been creating National Award winning sausage products for decades. Recently, 3rd generation owner Brad 
Turasky won a Grand Champion award for his signature Snack Sticks. He has also recently visited Germany, in order to learn from Master 
German Meat Producers and bring those award winning ideas home to Central Illinois! Brad has created a superior line of products for 
deer hunters, using premium quality pork trimmings to mix with deer. Like us on Facebook for drop off updates.

Italian Sausage Rope Style
Bratwurst Links
Bacon (Ground & Formed) - Award Winning!!
Chili Brick
Summer Sausage
Summer Sausage w/Cheddar Cheese - 2022 State Champ
Summer Sausage w/ Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese
Summer Sausage w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese
Snack Sticks - Award Winning!!
Snack Sticks w/ Cheddar Cheese
Snack Sticks Bar-B-Que - NATIONAL GRAND CHAMP 2016!!
Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & Cheddar Cheese
Snack Sticks w/Jalapeno’s & White Pepper Jack Cheese
Jalapeno & Cheese Smoked Brats
Hot Dogs 6 per pack - Award Winning!

Jerky -  IL State Fair Champ 18’,19’
(can only do increments in even numbers) 

AWARD WINNINGPRODUCTS!
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the parents and adults that attend as to the 
children. Randy says that he’s seen many 
adults become part of the outdoors because 
of these events as well. Randy told me about 
adults	that	just	come	to	watch	and	enjoy	the	
atmosphere	and	for	some	the	event	is	just	a	
good way to give people who don’t know 
where to start a place to learn and become 
part of the community. 
 The Day has grown to a point now that 
we estimate a 150-person turnout at this 
year’s event. There will be everything from 
an archery range, BB gun range, drawings, 
auctions, food, demos, and more for anyone 
from the ages of 0-16 (Adults and 16+ 
welcome to come). This is a very complex 
and tedious event to put on and it requires 
months of planning in order to prepare. It 
requires lots of donations and volunteers to 
keep it running. The volunteers are the key to 
the survival of the event. Every year, Brett’s 
family comes out to work, in honor of him 
and his memory. Every penny made is put 
back into the event and is completely not-for-

profit.	Most	of	 the	auction	 items	and	 items	
for the goodie bags are donated or bought 
using any donations the event makes the 
previous year. Like I said before this takes 
months and months of planning. A group of 
dedicated volunteers led by Randy spend 
upwards	of	five	months	organizing	the	food,	
activities, sponsors, and more getting ready 
for the Outdoor Day the following year. 
 This consists of many emails to 
companies regarding support, news channels 
to help publicize the event, and much more 
to spread the word about the event. One of 
the other biggest goals is to spread education 
about the outdoors. The event goal is to be 
able to properly educate and inspire kids 
to go outdoors and be part of what it has 
to offer. The event works very closely with 
IDNR (Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources) to provide education to kids 
about	 hunting,	 fishing,	 and	 trapping	 laws	
and to provide an outlet for them to begin to 

explore the outdoors. They also work closely 
with the Sangchris Waterfowlers Association 
that gives the event the ability to give the 
opportunity to go on a free duck hunt to 
one lucky kid. This is a great experience for 
children who might not otherwise get the 
chance to go waterfowl hunting.
 The key to growing this event lies 
within the participation of people in the 
event both kids and volunteers, Improved 

advertisement and having continued support 
of the community and organizations that 
help to fund this event. You can help spread 
the word about the Brett Creager Memorial 
Youth Outdoor Day by liking and sharing 
Randy Cookes facebook page or the Brett 
Creager Memorial Youth Day social media 
pages. You can donate by contacting Randy 
Cooke at his email swa4duck@AOL.com or 
by calling him at 217-836-4467.

Call Capt. Mike to book 
your trip today!

616.990.4421

Fish Port of Grand Haven, MI for King Salmon, Coho, 
Lake Trout, Steelhead, Brown Trout & Perch!

CORPORATE & GROUP CHARTERS WELCOME!

www.nelsoncharters.net

WHERE YOUR FISHING FUN BEGINS!

DUCK & GOOSE CALLS
Premium Waterfowl Calls & More!

Many More Acrylic Options on Our Website

info@djcalls.com • (309) 348-2112

SHOP ONLINE:

djcalls.com

Quincy Cut 
Duck Call in 
Max 5 Camo

Joker Co-Cast 
Single Reed 

Duck Call

Shad Co-Cast 
Single Reed 

Duck Call

Solid Orange 
Single Reed 

Duck Call

BAB Hybrid Single 
Reed Duck Call

Heart of the Ocean 
Blue Single Reed 

Duck Call

Cholla Cactus Duck and Goose Call 
Set in Smoke

DECATUR BATTERY

(217) 429-6642

EXIDE
BATTERIES

Hours:
M-F 9-5

SAT 8-11:30

Automobile
Farm

Industrial
Marine

Motorcycle
Commercial

Imports

NEW & REBUILT BATTERIES
Discount Center • 543 N. Van Dyke

Free Installation • “A Battery for Every Need”

Midwest Leading Battery & Accessories 
Supplier to the Outdoorsman!
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ENGLISH POINTERS & ENGLISH SETTERS
SPECIALIZE IN TRAINING • Handle Most Pointing Breeds

BRYAN CAMPER
815-716-3597

302 Harmon Rd., Walnut, IL
bryan.camper@gmail.com

www.swiftrockkennel.com

FOR SALE:
• Trained Dogs
• Started Dogs
• Puppies

GATEWAY DOGS: BIRD DOGS LEAD TO A 
LIFE OF HUNTING AND HAPPINESS

Griffon, a Chessie or a Lab. The more 
you	 look,	 the	more	 suspects	 you’ll	 find	
among the canids we call bird dogs.
 Just what are these dogs guilty 
of? They’re gateway dogs, leading 
unsuspecting people into the wonderful 
world of hunting. Once they get us into the 
field,	we’re	hooked.	They	win	us	over	with	
their incredible skills, their intense drive, 
and	their	prowess	in	the	field.	They	stir	our	
souls	 as	 they	work	 a	 field.	 Soaking	wet,	
covered in burs, and dusted with snow, a 
bird dog retrieves a bird to our hand and 
our	 hearts	 swell	 with	 pride	 and	 joy.	 At	
home after the hunt, the dog curls up at 
our feet, tired and content, dreaming bird 
dog dreams. We can only sigh and say, “It 

doesn’t get better than this!”
 Bird dogs have a knack for changing 
the	trajectory	of	their	humans’	lives.	Non-
hunters become hunters. Urban people 
head	 to	 the	 fields.	 Sedentary	 people	
become active. New friendships grow. 
Just what is it about bird dogs that is so 
captivating? What magic do they work to 
change a person’s life?
 For starters, bird dog breeds are 
darned good-looking. It was a handsome 
male Vizsla that did it for me. My spirit 
would	soar	when	I	saw	him	work	a	field.	
Janet Lewis Wallace of Indiana was also 
smitten by the breed. Wallace grew up in 
“Bambiland” where hunting was frowned 
upon. “I bought a Vizsla because it’s 
pretty,” she said. “Now I own a shotgun 
and go pheasant hunting.”
 For Gina Cadegiana Jones of Utica, 

 It started with a Brittany. Or was the 
Vizsla is to blame? It might have been a 
German Shorthair Pointer or an English 
Springer. Perhaps a Gordon Setter, a 

Illinois, the Deutsche Kurzhaar stirred her 
heart. “There is nothing more beautiful 
than when a dog slams on point and holds 
his	head	high,”	Jones	told	me.	“It	just	gets	
your blood pumping.”
 Intensity and focus are part of the 
allure of pointing dogs. A dog on point is 
truly	 magnificent.	 At	 that	 moment,	 only	
one thing exists in the bird dog’s universe: 
that bird. Right THERE. Time is frozen. 
The dog stands still as a statue, rock-solid, 
not budging an inch. His body is staunch, 
but his nose quivers. His intense eyes stare 
with laser focus, piercing the thick cover to 
reveal what we mere humans could never 
see. There’s a bird in there, hidden to us but 
known with absolute certainty to the dog.
 Flushing dogs, too, exhibit astounding 
skill. They’re kinetic energy on four 
legs,	 quartering	 in	 the	 field	 tirelessly,	

 Get a GREAT BUY on Meat Bundle Specials!

 309-828-9731
2401 S. Bunn • Bloomington, IL

M-T: 8am-5pm • W-F: 8-6
Sat: 8-4 • Sun: 11-3

BLOOMINGTON MEATSBLOOMINGTON MEATS

BERNADOTTE CAFE & BARBERNADOTTE CAFE & BAR

309-753-1910309-753-1910

FULL BAR * ALCOHOL NOW AVAILABLE
Bar and Food with outdoor seating on the Spoon River

Large Menu * NO Breakfast  * Sandwiches * Soups * Salads
Unique Dinner Items Such as Buffalo, Frog Legs and Turtle

Indoor & Outdoor Seating
Parties Welcome * Catering Available

(ask for brochure)
Open Most Holidays. Make Your Reservations!

Open Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00am – 8:30pm • Sunday: 11:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday • Bar open same days with extended hours

6500 E. Tarters Ferry Lane * Ipava, IL 61441

By Valerie Blaine

Photo courtesy of Valerie Blaine
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and	 flushing	 with	 gusto.	 Springers	 and	
Cocker Spaniels don’t hesitate to work in 
formidable cover, from dense thickets to 
thick grass to deep snow drifts.
 For Rod Campbell of Mendota, 
Illinois, hunting behind an English Springer 
is an incomparable experience. “It’s 
exciting, challenging and FUN!” Campbell 
remarked.	When	a	flushing	dog	gets	birdy,	
the hunter had better be ready. A sudden 
explosion of feathers will soon follow.
 Campbell pointed out that the fun 
is not limited to hunting season. “With 
all bird dog breeds,” he explained, “the 
training is the foundation we work on all 
year. While we can only hunt for a few 
months,	 we	 can	 enjoy	 the	 journey	 with	
our dogs through training all year long.” 
Many bird dog owners become involved 
in	field	trials,	hunt	tests,	agility	and	other	
activities	 to	 extend	 their	 enjoyment	 of	
working with their dogs outside the 
hunting season.
 Labrador Retrievers are, paws down, 
the most popular gun dog breed in the 
United States today – and leave it to the 
labs	 to	 lure	 their	 people	 into	 the	 field.	
Part of their popularity is due to their 
reputation as family dogs. They are great 
at lounging in the living room and playing 
with the kids in the back yard – but they 
also	 excel	 in	 the	 field.	 Dave	 Elbert	 of	
Metamora, Illinois, notes that “labs are 
the cream of the crop when it comes to 
marking and retrieving.” They form a 
strong bond with their owner, and they 
aim to please. Whether there’s a pheasant 
to retrieve or a newspaper, Elbert noted, a 
lab	knows	its	job	and	does	it	eagerly.
 Sharon Potter, a professional dog 
trainer and owner of Red Branch Kennels 
in Wisconsin Rapids, works with dozens 
of breeds of bird dogs, but it’s the 
Chesapeake Bay Retriever that has stolen 
her heart. The powerful instinct and drive 
of Chessies won Potter over long ago. 
Their remarkable tenacity is their strong 
point. “With Chessies, there’s no quit.” 
In driving rain and blinding snow, in icy 
waters and over rocky terrain, a Chessie 
will	get	the	job	done	–	and	win	you	over	
in the process.
 At a time when new hunter-
conservationists are badly needed, bird 
dogs excel in hunter recruitment. They 

bring people of all walks of life into the 
field.	 I’ve	 met	 people	 who	 never	 ever	
imagined that they would become hunters 
but—thanks to an awesome bird dog—
now live for the next hunting season.
 “I didn’t come from a hunting 
background,” Wight Greger of North 
Carolina told me. “Never held a gun. 
Never wanted to.” Then, Greger got a bird 
dog. A Wirehaired Pointing Griffon, to 
be exact. Watching her Griffon, she was 
blown away by the dog’s natural abilities 
and eagerness outdoors. “I was inspired 
by	 the	 dog’s	 intentness	 to	 find,	 point,	
and (hopefully) retrieve a shot bird.” She 
thought maybe, for the dog’s sake, she’d 
give	 hunting	 a	 try.	Of	 her	 first	 hunt	 she	
said, “I [had] never shot a gun, never ever 
thought I would shoot at a bird, no less 
hit it, but I did. My girl happily retrieved 
it to hand, and it was the most amazing 
feeling!” She was hooked.
 Jessie Marchakitus 
described growing up 
in a non-hunting family 
with	 “pacifist	 hippy”	
parents in Vermont. 
Today, Marchakitus has 
a handsome German 
Shorthair Pointer. “Now I 
find	myself	in	the	middle	of	
bird-dog training, hunting 
and	 overall	 enjoying	 the	
outdoors in a whole new 
way,” she said.
 A Brittany owner 
named Sam Choffel of 
North Carolina initially 
had a negative view of 
guns and hunting. “I can 
remember picturing lots 
of blood and Bambi-like 
animals,”	Choffel	reflected.	
“I never even realized that 
people hunted birds other 
than ducks.” When she got 
her	 first	 Brittany,	 she	 did	
some research to learn what 
hunting was about. “[In] 
the hunter safety course I 

Robotic 
Mowers 
by 
STIHL
ƒ

Find YOURS AT Your Certified STIHL iMOW® DEALER

 FLIGINGER'S OUTDOOR POWER | 309-266-5928
1900 S. Main St. | Morton, IL | www.fligingersoutdoorpower.com

learned a lot about how hunters protect 
habitats and manage populations.” It took 
one hunt to get her hooked on both the 
dogs and the conservation ethic among 

hunters. Now the owner of three Brittanys, 
she loves hunting, along with the dogs’ 

GOBBLERS KNOB
HUNTING PRESERVE

26471 E. State Hwy 9 • Canton, Illinois 61520
Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve is located 
4.5 miles east of Canton, Illinois on Route 9

BOOK HUNTS TODAY!
PHEASANT, QUAIL & CHUKAR

WE TRAIN & SELL QUALITY BIRD DOGS

DON DEUEL, PRESERVE OWNER/MANAGER
Please call or email your hunting needs to 
Don at Gobblers Knob Hunting Preserve!

gobblersknob50@yahoo.com
(309) 647-3641 • Cell (309) 219-2343

Continued on page 82
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 October the start of our fall 
fishing	 and	 hunting	 seasons.	
Striper, bear, & deer make up 
for a great beginning to our fall 
and	 winter	 fishing	 and	 hunting.	
With the cooler nights the water 
starts to cool, and the deer start 
feeding heavy preparing for the rut. 
Arkansas’s deer season is one of 
the longest in the country. Our bow 
season begins the end of September 
and ends February 28th. In between 
that we have a 9-day muzzle 
loader season beginning the third 
week of October. Beginning the 
second weekend of November our 

modern gun starts and runs through 
Thanksgiving weekend. We then 
have a 3-day muzzle loader in mid-
December and a 3-day modern gun 
right after Christmas. In all you 
have many opportunities to harvest 
a deer. Combine the hunting with 
some	 great	 striper	 fishing	 and	
you have a perfect Cast & Blast 
opportunity. We offer a bird hunting 
Cast & Blast packages starting in 
Mid-October thorough March.  
 2022 brought high water 
levels to lake Norfork but the lake 
has returned earlier than usual, 
and oxygen has kept the stripers 

shallow for the summer.  The 
stripers have remained active in 
the lower end of Norfork . This 
has	 resulted	 in	 quality	 fishing	 all	
of August and September. This 
October should be a great month as 
the air cools and fall rains lowers 
the	 lake	 temperature.	 The	 first	
major	spot	will	be	Robinson	Point	
in waters around 50’. We will also 
see	 a	 major	 migration	 toward	 the	
Arkansas/Missouri boarder. While 
the lower end of the lake is cooling 
and waiting for the turnover the 
upper end of lake is already turned 
over. The average water depth 
is less than 30 feet, and the shad 
are everywhere. The stripers will 

Sean & Tom Reynolds
877-246-4869 • www. stroutfitters.com

FALL FISHING AND HUNTING 
ON NORFORK LAKE be feeding heavy to bulk up for 

the winter. We usually begin our 
fishing	 near	 Calamity	 Beach	 and	
move north as the water cools. 
Our presentation varies but it’s 
usually	planner	boards,	floats,	and	
some downlines. Since the water 
is shallow most lines are set at 19 
feet. Our normal bait will be 6-to-
7-inch gizzard shad. Most times we 
will have out 10 rods that covers a 
very widespread. 
 The next best way to catch the 
fall stripers is trolling a swim bait 
or crankbait, 3” swim baits and 7” 
crankbaits would the best. Since it’s 
shallow you can run long lines, you 
do not need downriggers, planner 
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Tom & Sean Reynolds have fished 
Lake Norfork for over 51 years 

and they guide out of Tracy Ferry 
Marina; you can reach them at 

www.stroutfitters.com,
 870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

boards also work well trolling. As 
the weather cools the stripers will 
move	 up	 most	 major	 creeks	 and	
also be on Robinson Point. You can 
catch them using the same method 
I described above.
 The bass will start feeding 
heavy, with lots of top water action. 
Early	morning	top	water,	then	jigs,	
worms and spinner baits are your 
best baits. There is also great night 
fishing	 throwing	 jigs,	 worms,	 and	
black or red 3/8 oz spinner baits. 
You	can	catch	fish	all	over	the	main	
lake and creeks. 
 As the water begins to cool the 
crappie will start moving up and 

The Knox County Scenic Drive is held annually in west 
central Illinois in celebration of the rural heritage of 
the area. Towns, villages and points of historic interest 
participate as official stops.

For more information,
contact Thomas Collopy at

309-639-2302309-639-2302
Check out our website:

www.knoxcountyscenicdrive.comwww.knoxcountyscenicdrive.com

Featured Attractions:
•  Historic Sites, Displays     

& Demonstrations
• Food Galore 
• Crafts • Music
• Flea Markets 
• Locally Grown Produce

Things To Do:
•  Photo Contest 
• Face Painting
• Petting Zoo 
• Wagon Rides
• Build a Scarecrow
• And Much More

OCTOBER 1ST & 2ND
OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH

WE ARE
WE ARE

BACK!
BACK!

THE GOOSE PIT

309-647-7758
BANNER, ILLINOIS

Home-made Tenderloins!
Open 7 Days a Week

A Haven for Hungry Hunters!
All-You-Can-Eat 

Chicken/Fish Fridays 5pm – 8pm

Manager: Kathi Marshall
Indoor Pool

Continental Breakfast217-773-4100

After a good day of hunting...
Come stay with us! We enjoy your company!

IRISH HOUSE HOTEL
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start their fall feed. Spider rigging 
is the most effective technique to 
catch them. Again, moving north 
will provide the best opportunity 
for	 the	first	big	crappie	bite.	Once	
we are in the middle of October 
you should be seeing lots of action 
in Brushy Creek, Big Creek on the 
south end of the lake, and Bennett’s 
Bayou, Red Bank, Calamity Beach, 
Pigeon Creek on the north end.
 Regardless of your outdoor 
passion, the fall scenery displayed 
by Norfork Lake is fabulous. 
Beginning in mid-October there is 
no better time to view the Arkansas 
hardwoods exploding with vivid 

colors. The lake gives you a never-
ending fall treat as you motor from 
hot spot to hot spot.
 Tom & Sean Reynolds guide 
out of Tracy Ferry Marina; you can 
reach	him	at	www.stroutfitters.com,	
870-421-1541 or on Facebook.

A young Tennessee hunter 
takes his first canvasback 

while duck hunting in the rice 
fields of southeast Missouri.
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 The small herd of 30 or 40 
duck-bill dinosaurs grazed along 
the riverbank not knowing in the 
not-so-distant future they would 
all be extinct.  The Edmontosaurus 
annectens were around 30 foot long, 
weighed four metric tons, and walked 
on either two or four legs depending 
on their current activity.    
	 Sixty-five	million	years	ago,	they	
were plentiful, eating grasses and 
other plants with their huge mouths 
containing hundreds of teeth which 
were constantly being replaced.   Now, 
the fossilized bones, teeth, and other 
parts of these giants can sometimes be 
found in the western part of the U.S. 
and Canada.   Some of them can also 
be found on display in the Children’s 

Museum in Indianapolis.
 Each year, the Children’s Museum 
takes a trip to the far northwest corner 
of South Dakota to the tiny town of 
Faith, population 500.   Near this 
town, the Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton 
named Sue was found.  This is one 
of the most complete T.rex skeletons 
ever found.  Another T. rex skeleton 
called Bucky, found near this town, 
is now on exhibit in the Children’s 
Museum.  But, we were going to this 
area to search for the remains of the 
duck-bill dinosaur.
 Early last year, my wife, Susie, 
and I heard about the “dino dig” on one 
of our frequent visits to the Museum.  
Members (and also non-members) are 
invited	to	join	staff	members	at	the	dig	
site in South Dakota.  For a reasonable 
fee, we signed up for one day of 
dinosaur fossil hunting.  We were taught 
how to dig the bones properly, do all the 

paperwork involved with documenting 
where each piece was found, and how to 
actually get each item out of the ground 
carefully and protect it for its long trip 
back to Indianapolis.  
	 We	enjoyed	last	year	so	much	we	
signed	up	for	a	five	day	dig	this	year.		
We arrived in Faith on July 10th and 
checked into the Prairie Vista Inn, the 
same place we stayed last year.  The 
rooms are large, inexpensive, and 
extremely clean.  Owners Roxanne 
and Terry Ensz greeted us and even 
remembered us from the year before.  
Shortly after we checked in, the 
Museum van loaded with our fellow 
dinosaur	hunters	who	had	flown	 into	
the Rapid City airport pulled in.  Most 
were from the central Indiana area, but 
there was one lady from Boston and a 
couple from New Hampshire.   We had 
about eight total.  Dallas, William, and 
Michelle, Museum staff, and Jayne, a 

CAN’T EAT IT, CAN’T SHOOT 
IT, BUT CAN STILL HUNT IT
By Rich Creason

SALES & SERVICE ON MOST MARINE 
MOTORS, BOATS & TRAILERS!

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS!

1168 E 1500 North Rd.
Taylorville, IL

and
2512 W. Main St.

Shelbyville, IL

SEAARK ALL-WELDED ALUMINUM FISHING BOATS

217-287-2335 • BandRmarine.com

BargesandWorkboatsforSale.com

B&R Construction has new & used 
Barges, Custom Barges & Work Boats . . .

They can design one for you!

Boat Docks • Boat Lifts • Boat Houses
Pavilions • Shorewalls • Seawalls • RipRap

volunteer, would be supervising our 
digging.  Cindy, a local EMT from the 
Faith	Ambulance	Service	also	 joined	
us to look after our health, treat bug 
bites, bandage blisters, and take care 
of other, hopefully, minor problems.  
Later in the week, a few more diggers 
showed up including Shelley, an 
administrator at the Museum, and 
Will, her son.  Victor, another dinosaur 
expert, unfortunately had to stay back 
at the Museum so the visitors there 

Dallas, Children’s Museum staff, with two 
dinosaur leg bones.
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had someone to talk to.
 Monday morning, we loaded our 
gear and coolers full of ice water and 
headed for the dig site.  About a block 
out of town, we left paved road.  We 
then traveled a gravel road to the 
ranch cutoff, which was mostly dirt, 
maneuvered around a washed-out 
bridge, through several barbed wire 
gates, followed two-wheel tracks 
across	 pastures,	 jumped	 gullies	 and	
finally	arrived	at	our	destination.
 It looked the same as last year.  
There was a long structure covered 
with tarp to give us some shade.  
Underneath was a dirt ledge with 
flagged	off	sections	so	the	finds	could	
be accurately mapped.  Since all of 
us had been here before and knew 
what to do, we each grabbed a good-

looking spot and started digging.   Our 
tools consisted of clam shuckers, a 
small, wide, dull blade used to open 
clams and dig dinosaur bones, Exacto 
knives	for	fine	digging,	paint	brushes	
for dusting off bones, and bottles of 
very liquid (like water) super glue 
called paleobond.  This was used to 
patch the numerous small cracks in 
the bones.
 We dug carefully with our clam 
shuckers until we heard a “crunch”.   
This is the sound when the blade hits 
a bone.  Then we had to clear all the 
dirt	 surrounding	 the	 find	 with	 the	
Exacto knife.  We left the dirt under 
the bone intact to support it until 
it could be mapped and removed.  
When we reached this point, the 
scientific	part	began.  

 My	first	find	was	a	four-inch	piece	
of	 rib.	 	These	 are	 common	finds	 and	
are often short because they break 
easily. Before removing any bone 
from the ground, the fossil is given a 
number, pictures are taken, the one-
meter square grid where it was found 
is recorded, and the date, name of 
collector, body part (if known) and 
other pertinent info is written down. 
Then a one-meter square grid divided 
into 10 square centimeter sections is 
placed	 over	 the	 find	 and	 its	 location	
is drawn on graph paper. When this 
is	finished,	the	bone	is	carefully	lifted	
from its multi-million-year-old home, 
still on its dirt pedestal, and wrapped in 
several layers of paper towel to cushion 
and protect it, then wrapped again in 
aluminum foil, and taped shut. The tape 

SCHUY-RUSH PARKSCHUY-RUSH PARK

217-322-6628217-322-6628

225 Acre Lake
120 Acre Camground

20, 30, and 50 Amp Sights
Tent Sites
2 Cabins 

Great Fishing and Boating
Clean Showers

Playground 
Pavilions

8000 Schuy-Rush Park Rd., Rushville, IL 62681
Like us on Facebook at 

Schuy-Rush Lake Campground 2018

is then labeled with name, numbers, 
etc. to correspond with the paperwork. 
The package is then placed in a large 
plastic	container	for	its	journey	back	to	
the Children’s Museum.
 In	our	five	days	of	digging,	Susie	
and I found, dug, and documented 22 
bones	 including	 five	 rib	 pieces	 about	
four to eight inches long, several 
pieces of vertebra from the neck to the 
tail, a couple chevrons (the underside 
of the tail), three skull elements 
(pieces),	two	jugals	(cheek	bone),	a	toe	
bone,	and	a	couple	of	yet	unidentified	
pieces.		My	best	find	of	the	week	was	
an almost complete 28-inch rib.  It is 
very	unusual	to	find	a	piece	of	rib	this	
long. I also found a crocodile scute or 
scale.	 This	 is	 an	 important	 find	 as	 it	
shows this area was under water in the 

Awning over the digging area. Markings on 
ground help locate fossil locations.

Dinosaur toe bone. Slightly 
smaller than a baseball.

Crocodile scute found by author. 
Rare find for this area.

Susie brushing dirt off 
unidentified bone.
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ancient past. It was only the third scute 
found by Museum diggers.
 Numerous other bones were 
found including two femurs (the large 
leg bone).  These were both around 
three feet long and took many hours 
to dig out.  A large humerus (upper 
arm	 bone)	 and	 a	 large	 jawbone	
were also found.  The larger bones 
(including my rib piece) are wrapped 
in foil and then have a plaster cast 
applied to them before moving to help 
prevent breakage.  These bones will 
all go back to Indiana to be cleaned, 
repaired, and put on display or be 
used for research.  
 Unfortunately, the Museum has 
cancelled the Dino Digs until further 

notice. You can still contact the 
Children’s Museum of Indianapolis 
at 317-334-3322, or visit www.
childrensmuseum.org.  You can get 
information on memberships, events, 
exhibits, or anything else you need 
to know about the Museum.  If you 
live anywhere near central Indiana, 
I would highly recommend getting 
a membership of some type to the 
Museum. We purchased a Premier 
Membership. This allows two 
grandparents (us), one grandchild and 

two	 guests	 to	 enjoy	 the	 attractions	
as often as we want, plus it includes 
many other privileges and discounts.   
Many other types of memberships are 
also available.  With the large variety 
of exhibits at the Museum, you don’t 
even	have	to	be	a	kid	to	enjoy	visiting.		

 If you are interested in digging 
some old bones, information about 
North Dakota dinosaur digs may be 
found	 at	 ndgspaleo@nd.gov	 or	 just	
Google North Dakota dinosaur digs. 
 The author may be reached at 
eyewrite4u@aol.com.

Can’t Eat It . . . continued

Author with wife searching for duckbill dinosaur bones.There are at least three dinosaur bones in this picture.

Two dinosaur bones with 
plaster casts for protection.
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MAGIC IN 
THE HEAT By Thane Hunt

“Better Results from Better Training by Better Trainers”

  Late Summer in the Midwest is 
hot and humid to say the least. Our 
last trip took us too someplace even 
hotter and more humid. The family 
and I drove to central Florida, to Walt 
Disney World. In planning the trip 
there were two concerns for the trip 
the	first	was	mobility	and	the	second	
was heat. We took the time to plan for 
both and had a great trip.
 The distance that most people 
walk at the Disney World Parks 
averages between 10 to 12 miles a 
day. With my disability that is a task 
that I wouldn’t be able to do. I have 
a mobility scooter that I use however 
transporting it was an issue with all the 
luggage that we needed for the trip. 
Disney Properties do rent scooters at 
the	park,	but	they	are	on	a	first	come	
first	 serve	 bases.	 So,	 I	 investigated	
scooter rental services in the Orlando 
area. I chose Scooter Bug, to rent 
from. Scooter Bug delivered the 
scooter to our resort the day that we 
checked in and then picked it up the 
day we checked out from the bell hop 
station. The process was seamless and 
easy. Transportation to the Parks was 
just	as	simple,	the	busses	are	scooter	
and wheelchair accessible.  
 Once at the Parks the scooter 
was fast enough to not only keep up 
with my family and children, but they 
also told me to slow down. People 
may worry about the batteries on the 
scooter and will they hold up in the 
parks.  The answer for my rental was 
yes. We typically got to the parks 
when they opened and didn’t leave 
until they closed. The scooter also 
carried my CamelBak and other items 
that myself and family would use 
to stay cool in the park. Renting the 
scooter was the best choice to ensure 

my mobility.  
 The second concern for the whole 
family was the heat. So, to help keep 
us as cool as possible we used one 
product, we were familiar with, and I 
bought some products that were new 
to us. We all have CamelBak that we 
use, one might think that obviously 
it would keep you hydrated but how 
does it keep you cool. On hot days, 
we add lots of ice to the CamelBak 
bag then add water. As the Ice melts 
we get water and the ice in the bag 
helps in keeping your back cool while 
wearing a backpack with water.
 The new products that we used 
were Mission cooling products. While 
I had seen these products online and 
at Lowe’s, I had never actually bought 
or tried them.  For the trip I bought us 
all Mission Cooling Bucket Hats and 
Mission Cooling Towels.   This was 
a decision I didn’t regret.  The hat’s 
interior band and towels work the 
same way.  Once you wet them, they 

distribute the water evenly though 
out the fabric and help cool through 
evaporation.  We found that we would 
get ours wet ever couple hours.  The 
towels are worn around the neck or 
over your head to help keep theses 
areas cool.  The buckets hats interior 
hat band worked the same as the 
towels, they also are a wick away 
material to help keep you cool.  The 
hats are also UPF 50 to help keep the 
harmful sunrays way.  
 The scooter ensured that I could 
get around and these three cooling 
products helped keep the 90-to-95-
degree days at bay so we could stay as 
cool as possible. While not the typical 
way to experience the outdoors 
that many think of, this was a great 
outdoor adventure for our family.    If 
there are anyways that you have found 
to experience the outdoors and would 
like to share them feel free to contact 
me.    Thane Hunt at 309-338-0990 or 
huntsgungetaway@gmail.com.
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 Whitetails are the most sought-
after big game animals in North 
America. From the northern corners 
of Maine to south Texas, millions of 
hunters take to the woods, prairies, 
fields	 and	 rolling	 hills	 in	 pursuit	 of	
wrapping their tag on a big-bodied, 
big-racked whitetail.
 Countless hours are spent around 
campfires,	 tables	 and	 pick-up	 trucks	
retelling their stories of the big buck 
that magically appeared from nowhere, 
the	 arrow	 that	 flew	 true	 and	 the	 big-
necked bucks hanging on the meat 
pole. Past bucks killed years ago tend 
to grow from one season to the next 
through the stories told. This is all 
part of deer hunting. The camaraderie 
shared among fellow hunters is 
priceless. 
 But, before any of this can take 
place, we must get through a day’s 
hunt without being busted by the nose 
of a monster whitetail. Do not be 
fooled by the nose of an old doe either. 
These big does with their motherly 
instincts are as tough, if not tougher, to 
fool than any buck roaming the Earth. 

There are two types of odors hunters 
must contend with, human odors and 
scents intended to help attract deer to 
your location.
 Odor control all begins with 
personal hygiene. There is no room for 
scented soaps and shampoos in the deer 
woods. Even if I shower the night before 
a hunt, I always shower the morning of 
the hunt too. 
 Many commercial manufacturers 
sell	 unscented	 soaps	 specifically	 for	
hunters, and I recommend investing a 
few bucks to buy some. 
 Deodorants must be scent-free 
and are readily available for purchase. 
There is no need to smell like all the 
fragrances that many deodorants offer. 
Even these tiny odors will be picked up 
by a whitetail’s powerful nose. 
 Also, forget about slapping on 
some Old Spice or any other cologne. 
Leave all this smell good stuff for date 
night with your spouse.
 Rubber boots are necessary when 
hunting, but do not put them on until 
you are ready to make you walk to 
the stand. The rubber will not leave 
odors behind like leather boots do. 
Depending on the temperature, I wear 
either insulated or un-insulated boots. 
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FOOLING A 
WHITETAIL’S 
NOSE
By Jason Houser

Wearing gloves and rubber boots will greatly reduce the spread of bad odors.
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I like to have my pants tucked into my 
boots while walking to and from my 
stand if I can. The fabric will leave 
behind more scent than the rubber 
will.
 I drive to my hunting destination 
in an old pair of tennis shoes and never 
wear my boots until I am ready to start 
walking. Any foreign odor that I might 
encounter will transfer to the rubber. 
Just like your clothes will pick up the 
greasy odors of the diner and the gas 
station, so will your boots, maybe not 
to the same magnitude as the fabric 
will though.
 Gloves are another important piece 
of	clothing,	even	when	just	walking	to	
and from your stand. Your skin is full 
of oils that easily transfer from your 
hands to any limb or bush that you push 
to the side as you are walking. Wearing 
gloves sprayed with scent neutralizer 
will greatly reduce any odor you might 
leave behind.
 The most important weapon to 
fight	 odors	 is	 scent	 neutralizer.	 A	
product I began using last season 
is Dead Scent. Dead Scent Hunting 
Elimination effectively and silently 
eliminates smells caused by human, 

household, and game deterrent odors, 
along with, smoke, and other organic 
sources. What you are left with is 
hunting clothes and even your gear that 
is scent free but with an essence of salt 
that helps attract deer. 
 By now you have a pretty good 
idea n how to keep the bad scents to 
a minimum. Let us take a look at how 
you can use scents to attract deer.
 Walk into any sporting goods store 
you are likely to be overwhelmed by all 
the attractants on the market to attract 
deer. It seems more are showing up 
every fall. I cannot help you weed out the 
good from the bad, but I can help you use 
scents correctly to increase your odds at 
a mature buck.
 I begin my attempt to attract deer 
to where I will be hunting well before I 
ever get to my stand. Most of you have 
heard of drag rags. It is simply a rag 
soaked in an attractant or urine you 
pull behind as you walk to your stand. 
In a perfect world, a curious buck will 
notice the aroma, follow the scent trail, 
and show up at your stand.
 Dragging a rag behind you works, 
but	 it	 has	 its	 flaws	 too.	 They	 often	
must be refreshed before you get to 

your stand for maximum results. And 
they seem to get caught on every limb, 
bush, and small tree you pass by. 
 One of the most popular methods 
to attract deer, especially during the rut, 
is using scent wicks. You can lure deer 
to within range by hanging scent wicks 
fifteen	yards	to	either	side	of	your	stand.	
For the best results place the wicks 
crosswind from the tree you are hunting 
out of. That way the deer will smell the 
wicks before they smell you. Simply 
dip the cotton wick into the bottle of 

attractant that you are using and place 
the wick in a tree or bush.
 After about 90 minutes of being on 
stand I like to add a little deer scent to 
the air. ScrapeFix’s powder attractants 
are great for this. With a squeeze 
of the tiny bottle, hundreds of scent 
molecules are released into the air. 
Because the tiny particles do not break 
down, you will not need to do it again 
while on stand.
 Most deer lures bought by hunters 
in the United States are doe in estrus. 
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However, during the last days of 
the seeking (rubbing and scraping 
increases),	 and	 the	 first	 days	 of	 the	
chase	 phase	 (the	 first	 doe	 comes	 into	
estrus), a good buck scent works best.
 Build a mock scrape or locate a real 
scrape near your stand location. The key 
to a mock scrape is a licking branch and 
the scent of other deer. The last couple 
of years I have relied on ScrapeFix to 
make this happen. ScrapeFix comes in 
both powder and liquid form in a variety 
of scents depending on your wants 
and the time of year it is. ScrapeFix is 
designed to last for weeks before having 
to be refreshed. 
 Why are scrapes so vital to success 
for many of us? Simply put, deer rely 
on them during the rut to communicate 
with each other. In the whitetail world, 
they are used all year long. Whitetail 
deer can precisely identify sex, age, 
social status, and the approximate time 
a doe will come into estrus by visiting 
these scrapes.
 How do you make a mock scrape? 
Look for funnel areas and travel 
corridors leading to feeding areas. 

Fooling a Whitetail’s Nose . . . cont.

Being careful not to leave any human 
scent in the area, scrape down an area 
using rubber boots or a stick about 
2-3 feet wide down to bare earth, 
clearing leaves and debris away. This 
will provide a visual cue as well as a 
scent cue for the deer. It is essential to 
have overhanging branches (licking 
branches) as the deer will use these 
to rub their head, nose, and antlers to 
stimulate glands. Deer produces scents 
from glands located on their head, legs, 
and hooves. Deer lick these branches 
to leave scent and to attain scents left 
by other deer. I rely on the complete 
ScrapeFix system to accomplish all of 
this by placing some scent on the scrape 

and a little on the licking branch. What 
scent I use depends on the time of the 
year it is.
 Beating a deer’s powerful nose 
is impossible. All we can hope for as 
hunters is to fool it the best we can. 
Taking every precaution you can when 
scouting, hanging stands and hunting is 
the	first	step	in	combating	a	whitetail’s	

You can’t completely beat a big buck’s 
nose, but you can fool it.

Forget all those soaps and deodorants with 
fragrances. Purchase scent-free products 

with the hunter in mind.
The most important weapon to fight odors 

is a scent neutralizer.

nose. Next, use attractants to fool a 
deer into believing that another deer 
it is interested in is in the area. There 
are not any perfect solutions to using 
scents affectively all the time. A buck 
might be spooked by the scent of 
another deer, or he might catch your 
odor, but the odds are still in your favor 
of beating his powerful nose.
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Animal Health
Automotive & Tires
Children’s Apparel

Cleaning & Disposal
Domestics

Drugs & Sundries

Electrical • Electronics
Farm Supplies

Fishing
Furnishings

Footwear/Hosiery
Guns

Hardware
Heat/AC & Ventilation

Housewares
Hunting

Infant Needs
Ladies & Mens Apparel

Lawn & Garden
Paint & Sundries

Plumbing
Sporting Goods

Tools
Toys

6 LOCATIONS!

CANTON, IL
2091 N. Main St. • 309-647-4416

MACOMB, IL
1620 Jackson St. • 309-833-5508

GALESBURG, IL
3000 W. Main St. • 309-343-0327

KEWANEE, IL
800 Tenney Ave. • 309-852-6561

MONMOUTH, IL
Hwy. 67 North • 309-734-3810

WEST BURLINGTON, IA
609 N. Gear Ave. • 319-752-7111

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB FOR MORE INFO ON FARM KING STORES!
FarmKing.com
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700 E. LINN RT. 9 E • CANTON, IL 61520
CALL US: 309.647.3421

www.BuellsMarine.com
Consignments Wanted . . . We Sell FAST!

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES . . . BUELL’S MARINE IS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED.

MERCURY MOTORS IN STOCK- 20 ELHPT, 25 EH, 25 ELPT
NEW MOTORS ARRIVING DAILY • MORE JON BOATS ARRIVING IN OCTOBER

YAMAHA MOTORS IN STOCK- 15 ENGINES JUST ARRIVED FROM 9.9 HP TO 90 HP
ALL NEW 25HP SHORT SHAFT WITH POWER TRIM IN STOCK

LARGE SELECTION OF CONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCKLARGE SELECTION OF CONSIGNMENT BOATS IN STOCK

HOURS: M-F 8am – 5pm
Sat. 9am – Noon or by Appointment

Lowe Jon Boats & Roughnecks 
10’-18’- 7 Available

Jon Boat Trailers Available 
starting at $1,509

NOW TAKING 
NOW TAKING 

LOWE BOATLOWE BOAT
 ORDERS  ORDERS 
FOR 2023FOR 2023

Show Times & Admission Fees:
Sat.: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sun .: 9:00am - 3:00pm
(Friday Set-up Time: 12-noon - 9pm, Tables $45)
Admission: $6

ECA Inc. • 1614 Community Beach Road, Odin, IL 62870
Call Jeff (618) 367-3118 or email him at 5570elj@gmail.com 

Visit us on Facebook! • ISRA.org

OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH 
BELLEVILLE GUN & KNIFE SHOW

BELLEVILLE: BELLE-CLAIR FAIRGROUNDS
200 SOUTH BELT EAST, BELLEVILLE, IL

OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH 
BLOOMINGTON GUN & KNIFE SHOW

INTERSTATE CENTER
1106 INTERSTATE DRIVE, BLOOMINGTON, IL 61705

DECEMBER 17TH & 18TH 
SPRINGFIELD GUN SHOW
THE ILLINOIS BUILDING

801 E. SANGAMON AVE., SPRINGFIELD, IL 62702

LARGE ACCESSORIES DEPARTMENT

agility, rally, and obedience. “Better than 
any	drugs!”	she	joked.
 I’ve spoken with several “late onset” 
hunters who, like myself, didn’t hunt until 
later in life. Andrea Vickers of Ohio said, 
“A	 cocker	…	 changed	 the	 trajectory	 of	
my life at 41.” Sheryle Tepp of Wisconsin 
also discovered bird dogs and hunting 
at	 age	 41.	 Now	 60,	 she	 reflects,	 “Dogs	
have led me to new friends, exciting 
experiences, have challenged me with 
learning new skills and helped me keep 
fit.	 They	 have	 given	 me	 so	 much	 love,	
devotion	 and	 joy	 that	 I	 cannot	 imagine	
my life without them. Hunting dogs have 
transformed my life.”
	 Tammy	Bredy	didn’t	get	into	the	field	
until she retired. “I grew up in a hunting 
family, but I was youngest and never got 
to go,” she told me. Now, in retirement, 
Bredy	finally	 has	 her	 chance.	She	 loves	
to hunt with her dog in Wyoming. “I went 
from ducks and geese to pheasant and 
chukar – now will be handling my British 
lab for driven bird hunts. Would have 
never thought I would be doing this!”
A good bird dog draws you to a wonderful 
life	in	the	field.	But	be	forewarned!	“Once	
it starts, it’s all over,” laughed Llewellin 
owner Martha Marty Balint of Ohio. 
“You will have a new wardrobe in camo, 
tan	and	blaze	orange.	You	will	have	five	
pairs of boots. You’ll have a bigger car 
with a ton of [stuff]. You will also have 
memories of a lifetime!”
 Bird dogs take us to places we 
never	 imagined,	 both	 in	 the	 figurative	
and	 literal	 sense.	You	may	find	yourself	
on a grassy hillside in the middle of 
nowhere, awestruck, as your dog covers 

the ground with beauty and grace. You 
will want more. You’ll tromp behind 
your	bird	dog	through	muddy	fields	on	a	
cold, crummy day, inspired by your four-
legged’s unbridled enthusiasm. You will 
still want more. You’ll shiver in a blind 
at dawn, watching your dog navigate ice-
cold water to bring you your hard-earned 
bird. You will need more.
 There	 will	 be	 incredible	 finds	 and	
amazing retrieves. There will be missed 
shots and lots of forgiveness. There 
will be days when you go home with an 
empty bird bag, and days when you limit 
out. It won’t matter because you would 
rather be hunting with your bird dog 
than anything else.
 To hunt with a bird dog is to 
experience the symphony of life. You will 
be hooked, and you won’t regret it!
 Valerie Blaine has worked as a 
naturalist for more than 40 years, from 
the prairies and woodlands of Illinois to 

the shores of the San Francisco Bay. She 
earned a master’s degree in forestry and 
a bachelor’s degree in botany from the 
University of Illinois. Blaine retired as the 
Nature Programs Manager for the Forest 
Preserve District of Kane County.
 This story originally appeared in 

OutdoorIllinois Wildlife Journal (OIWJ; 
Outdoor.wildlifeillinois.org), an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources ezine 
developed in collaboration with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Program Federal Aid in 
Wildlife	Restoration	Project	W-	147-T).

Gateway Dogs . . . continued

Photo by Kaylynn Donahue

Photo by Valerie Blaine

Photo courtesy of Lauren Edwards
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MEL PRICEMEL PRICE
STORAGE CONTAINERSSTORAGE CONTAINERS

RENTALS & SALESRENTALS & SALES
DANVILLE

SIZES” 10’, 20’, 40’, 45’ & 48’
Cell: 217-304-1722

Office: 217-442-9092
prcml@yahoo.com

WE DELIVER!

FIELD OF 
DREAMS 
HUNTS

SHADOWS ON THE WATER 
& IN THE WOODS

By Dave Shadow
davidsha@consolidated.net

 Some hunters dream about hunting 
and start preparing for the next season 
just	as	soon	as	the	last	season	ends.	Others	

switch to other sports or diverse activities 
such as gardening, hiking, camping, 
fishing	etc	until	closer	to	the	arrival	of	the	
seasons. Some feel it’s necessary to get 
out	 into	 the	woods	 and	 fields	 regularly	
to stay connected with their prey while 
others believe it better to stay out of the 
woods and leave the animals in peace 
until	just	the	right	time.	
 Whichever or whatever your 
beliefs and hunting activities dictate, 
it’s time to get ready for the upcoming 
seasons and there are some ways that 
you can improve your odds for success. 
There are myriad gadgets and reams 
of advertising of modern technology 
that is touted to improve or guarantee 
successes in hunting. Some of them 
actually work very well and others are 
“snake oil”. You can create your own 
“Field of Dreams” by making some 
modifications	in	the	environment	where	
the deer live and where you hunt. Just 
some logical thinking and a bit of work 
will pay off “big time” when the season 
is in progress. 
 As we approach the whitetail deer 
season here in central Illinois, we are 
also approaching the end of the growing 
season for the various crops and the 

arrival of harvesting season. There will 
probably still be a lot of crops in the 
fields	 adjacent	 to	 the	 wooded	 areas,	
creek bottoms, and fence rows that 
we all intend to hunt. Since deer are 
primarily “edge animals” they use the 
edges	of	the	corn	and	bean	fields	more	
heavily during the periods that the crops 
are high enough to provide sanctuary. 
As soon as the harvests start, with the 
advent of monster machines and lots 
of noise, the deer tend to modify their 
travel routes. This makes much of 
the summertime studies and research 
provided by our scouting cameras 
much less valuable. But do not dismay, 
they	are	still	around	it	just	takes	a	bit	of	
adjusting	on	our	part	to	relocate	them.	
 Most of the time the deer will 
simply move their travel routes to 
the next closest area that provides 
the sanctuary and protection that was 
before provided by the harvested crops. 
This is usually into the wooded areas 
and in areas of reasonably high deer 
populations the trails can be seen, and 
we can tell which ones are now being 
used. The problem in many cases 
is that several trails are being used 
simultaneously and they are too far 

apart to cover from the same stand or 
blind.	 Some	modification	 of	 the	 trails	
can cause the deer to consolidate their 
travels into a lesser number. This can be 
accomplished in several ways.
 By making some simple 
modifications	you	can	improve	the	odds	
that the deer will travel in locations that 
are better for your hunts. Bear in mind 
that most of these animals are creatures 
of habit and, like us, usually will take 
the path of least resistance. Many of 
these things are simple and logical 
items such as mowing a path thru the 
nasty tangle of briars and vines etc 
to make a way for them to walk thru 
easily. Conversely, you could stack 
some brush in the trails that you do 
not wish to be used or cause scrub or 
dead trees to block those paths. I have 
found that if deer are crossing a fence 
in several locations, in close proximity, 
that removing or lowering the wire will 
encourage them to use a location that 
is more preferable. Leaving a gate open 
serves the same purpose. Many similar 
modifications	will	improve	your	hunts.	
Keep and open mind and think of new 
innovations that will work for you. 
 It’s Health, Happiness, and Hunting
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And Auctions!And Auctions!And Auctions!
TOP HOUSE-HUNTING MISTAKES
Don’t underestimate your feelings or overestimate your finances

 Buying a home is a very emotional 
process. If you allow those emotions to 
get the best of you, you may fall prey to 
several common home buyer mistakes. 
Since homeownership has far-reaching 
implications, it’s important to keep 
your emotions in check and make the 
most rational decision possible.
 Your plan may be a home you 
love at a price you can afford, but 
unfortunately, many people do things 
that prevent them from achieving 
that dream. Let’s look at some of the 
top house-hunting mistakes people 
make—and	 how	 to	 find	 a	 house	 the	
right way.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
•  Before you start house shopping, be 

realistic about what you can afford, 
and tailor your search accordingly.

•		Downplaying	flaws	could	be	a	costly	
mistake, as could overestimating 
your ability to play handyman 
yourself.

•  Jumping in too fast or waiting too 
long to put in an offer are both risky 
in terms of cost and what kind of 
property you might end up with.

•  Don’t overbid for fear of losing out, 
as it can cause problems with the 
appraisal, the mortgage, and reselling 
the house.

•  If you can’t afford the house, take it 
off your list.

1.  Not Knowing What You Can 
Afford

•  Once you’ve fallen in love with 
a particular place, it’s hard to go 
back. You start dreaming about how 
great your life would be if you had 
all the wonderful things it offered, 
like the lovely tree-lined streets, 
the	 jetted	 bathtub,	 and	 the	 spacious	
kitchen with professional-grade 
appliances. However, if you can’t or 
won’t be able to afford that house, 
you’re	 just	 hurting	 yourself	 by	
imagining yourself in it. So, to avoid 
temptation, it’s best to restrict your 

LLC
AUCTIONS

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

Find & Like us on Facebook!

Land, Real Estate, Household,
Machinery, Tools & MORE!

Brent Schmidgall
(309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
(309) 696-9019

house shopping to properties in your 
financial	neighborhood.

•  If you look at places outside your 
price range, you’ll end up lusting 
after something you can’t afford. 
That can put you in the dangerous 
position of trying to stretch beyond 
your	means	financially	or	cause	you	
to	 feel	 unsatisfied	 with	 what	 you	
actually can buy.

•  Start your search at the low end of 
your	 price	 range.	 If	 what	 you	 find	
there	 satisfies	 you,	 there’s	 no	 need	
to go higher. Remember, when you 
spend another $10,000 to buy a 
home,	you’re	not	just	paying	an	extra	
$10,000; you’re paying an extra 
$10,000 plus interest, which might 
come out to double that amount or 
more over the life of your loan. You 
may be better off putting that money 
toward something else.

CONCRETE WORK OF 
ALL TYPES & SIZES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Ag Work/Pole Buildings
• Stamped Concrete
• Decorative Concrete
• Driveways & Repairs
• Footings/Walls
• Beautiful Backyards

Phone: 309-208-6709 or 309-208-6707 • Email: waterfowl6@aol.com
Call or Text for Free Estimates!

www.midillinoiscontractors.com

By Amy Fontinelle

THE CURRENT LAND MARKET IS HOT!
WE HAVE ACTIVE BUYERS WAITING FOR YOUR 

PROPERTY NOW IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL.

www.ilfarmandrecland.com

THE LAND SPECIALISTS AT ACRE PRO ILLINOIS 
FARM AND REC LAND ARE HERE 

TO HELP LEAD THE WAY 
FOR YOUR IN ALL YOUR BUYING /SELLING NEEDS

BRAD BELSER
(309) 231-1449

Brad.belser@acrepro.com

JIM FERGUSON
(309) 830-3777

Jim.ferguson@acrepro.com
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TO CONSIGN ITEMS PLEASE CALL LEHDE AUCTION 
SERVICE 618-559-5082 OR EMAIL JOLEHDE@HOTMAIL.COM

LARGE OR SMALL YOUR AUCTION DESERVES A GOOD CALL!!

VIEW LEHDEAUCTIONSERVICE.COM 
OR AUCTIONZIP.COM 

ID #23692 FOR A COMPLETE LISTING AND PHOTOS

Lehde Auction Service
66 West Gaebe St.
Addieville, IL 62214
(618) 559-5082    www.lehdeauctionservice.com
Illinois State License# 441.001704

Large Or Small Your Auction Deserves A Good Call

2. Skipping Mortgage Pre-Approval
•  As we all should have learned from 

the subprime mortgage crisis, what 
the bank says you can afford, versus 
what you know you can afford (or 
are comfortable with paying) are not 
necessarily the same. Conversely, 
what you think you can afford and 
what the bank is willing to lend you 
may not match up, especially if you 
have poor credit or unstable income.

•  Make sure to be pre-approved for 
a loan before placing an offer on a 
home—or even before you go house-
hunting in earnest. If you don’t, 
you’ll be wasting the seller’s time, 
the seller’s agent’s time, and your 
agent’s time if you sign a contract 
and then discover later that the bank 
won’t lend you what you need—
or that it’s only willing to give you 
terms	 you	 find	 unacceptable.	 The	
pre-approval process can also help 
you locate the aforementioned 
financial	 neighborhood	 for	 your	
house-hunting expeditions.

•  Be aware that even if you have 
been pre-approved for a mortgage, 
your loan can fall through at the last 
minute if you do something to alter 
your	 credit	 score,	 such	 as	finance	 a	
car purchase. If your actions cause the 
deal to die, you may have to forfeit 
any deposit or earnest money you put 
up when entering the contract.

3. Not Shopping Around
•  While you should be realistic in your 

search and willing to compromise to 
some degree, don’t cave on essential 
things. For example, don’t get a 
two-bedroom home when you know 
you’re planning to have kids and 
want three bedrooms. Don’t buy a 
condo	just	because	it’s	cheaper	than	
a house if one of the main reasons 
you’re over apartment life is that you 
hate sharing walls with neighbors. 
Indeed, you’ll probably have to 
make some compromises to be able 
to	 afford	 your	 first	 home,	 but	 don’t	
make a compromise that will be a 
significant	strain.

•  Unless you are a high-end buyer 
looking at custom homes, the 
chances are that there may likely 
be quite a few others that are close 
to	 it	 for	 any	 home	 you	 find	 that	
you like. Most neighborhoods have 
similar homes or the exact model; 
they may have all been constructed 

by the same builder. Even if you 
can’t	find	an	identical	model	for	sale,	
you	can	probably	find	a	house	with	
many of the same features. If you’re 
considering a condo or townhouse, 
the odds are also in your favor.

•  Being open to continuing your 
search will save you from making 
rash decisions you might regret 
later. There are plenty of real estate 
websites and apps that can help 
you streamline the house-hunting 
process, making it possible to 
preview hundreds of homes within a 
few hours from the comfort of your 
couch.

4. Not Using an Agent
•  Once you’re seriously shopping for 

a home, don’t walk into an open 
house without having a real estate 
agent or broker. Agents are held to 
the ethical rule that they must act 
in both the seller’s and the buyer’s 
best interests. But you can see how 
it might not put you in the best 
bargaining position if you start 
dealing with a seller’s agent before 
contacting one of your own.

5. Lacking Vision
•  Sometimes a homebuyer can feel like 

Goldilocks in the three bears’ house: 
This is too big, this is too small. 
Distinguishing between what’s 
fixable	and	not	is	a	key	part	of	house-
hunting.

•  Even if you can’t afford to replace 
that hideous wallpaper in the 
bathroom right now, it might be 
worth it to live with the ugliness for 
a while in exchange for getting into 
a house you can afford. If the home 
otherwise meets your needs in terms 
of	the	big	things	that	are	difficult	to	
change, such as location and size, 
don’t let physical imperfections turn 
you away.

•  At the same time, don’t be snowed by 
minor	 upgrades	 and	 cosmetic	 fixes.	
These are inexpensive tricks that 
sellers use to play on your emotions 
and elicit a much higher price tag. 
Sellers may pay $2,000 for minimal 
upgrades or fork over several 
thousand dollars on staging. Besides, 
doing home upgrades yourself, even 
when you have to hire a contractor, 
is often cheaper than paying the 
increased home value to a seller who 
has already done the work for you. 

ANNUAL FALL 
SPORTING GOODS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY OCTOBER 1ST AT 9:00AM

LIVE AUCTION
Auction Location: Lehde Auction Facility

289 South Illinois St., Addieville, IL

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS
 (WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING FIREARMS FOR THIS AUCTION 

PLEASE CALL LEHDE AUCTION SERVICE FOR MORE INFORMATION 618-559-5082)
We will be accepting consignments of archery items, ammunition, fishing tackle, 
knives, decoys, boats, ATV’s, UTV’s, trapping equipment, arrowheads, gun safes, 

and various types of hunting items. Baseball, softball, volleyball, football.

 THIS IS ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING OF ITEMS.
THIS AUCTION WILL BE ONE YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS!!



86 Adventure Sports Outdoors | October 2022

move before purchasing a property that 
isn’t move-in ready.

7. Ignoring the Neighborhood
 Don’t	just	focus	on	the	residence—
look at the surrounding area. It’s 
impossible to perfectly predict the future 
of your chosen neighborhood, of course, 
but inquiring about or researching 
its prospect now can help you avoid 
unpleasant surprises down the road.
 Some questions you should ask 
include:
 •  What kind of development 

plans are in the works for the 
neighborhood?

 •  Is the street likely to become a 
major	 street	 or	 a	 popular	 rush-
hour shortcut?

 •  Is there talk of a bridge or a 
highway to be built very nearby 
within	five	years?

 •  What are the zoning laws in the 
area?

 •  Is there a lot of undeveloped land 
around? What is likely to get 
built there?

 •  Have home values in the 
neighborhood been declining or 
rising?

 If you’re happy with the answers 
to these questions, then your potential 
house’s location can keep its rose-
colored luster.

8. Rushing to Put in an Offer
 It may be necessary to make an 
offer	fast	if	you	find	a	home	you	like	
in a hot market. However, you have 
to balance the need to make a quick 
decision with the need to ensure the 
home will be right for you.
 Don’t neglect necessary steps, 
such as making sure the neighborhood 
feels safe at night and the day 
(try to visit at different times) and 
investigating possible noise issues like 
a nearby train.
 Ideally, you’ll be able to take at 
least a night to sleep on the decision. 
How well you sleep that night and 
how you feel about the home in the 
morning will tell you a lot about 
whether the decision you’re about to 
make is the right one. Considering the 
decision also allows you to research 
how much the property is worth and 
offer a reasonable price.

9. Dragging Your Feet

 It’s a tough balancing act to make 
sure you make a careful decision, 
but don’t take too long to make it. 
Losing out on a property that you 
were almost ready to make an offer 
on because someone beat you to it 
can be heartbreaking. It can also have 
economic consequences.
 Let’s say you are self-employed. 
Perhaps for you, more than others, time 
is money. The more time and energy 
you have to take out of your everyday 
activities to search for a house, the less 
time and energy you have available 
to work. Not dragging out the home-
buying process unnecessarily may 
be the best thing for your business, 
and the continued success of your 
business will be essential to paying the 
mortgage.
 If you don’t pull the trigger quickly, 
someone else might, and you’ll have 
to keep looking. Don’t underestimate 
how time-consuming and routine-
disrupting house shopping can be.

10. Offering Too Much
 If there’s a lot of competition in 
your	market	and	you	find	a	place	you	
like, it’s all too easy to get sucked into 

ONLINE AUCTION: Fayette County IL 40 Acres • BIDDING CLOSES: Thur, Oct 20, 8pm CST
PROPERTY LOCATION: 650 E 800 Ave, Shobonier IL

19 Tillable Acres w/PI of 127 & 21 Timber Acres • Located in Kaskaskia River Bottoms offering Excellent Hunting with Farm Income
CONTACT: Broker Jay Tucker at 618-444-7710

Buy A Farm Brokers and Auctioneers Are Licensed in IL, MO and IN.
Offices in Flora, Greenup, Murphysboro, Sparta and Steeleville, IL

TERMS: 10% DOWN. NO BUYER’S PREMIUM. AUCTIONEER WAYNE KELLER, IL LIC 441.002475. 
 SEE BUYAFARM.COM FOR COMPLETE TERMS, BIDDING, ETC.

BUYAFARM.COMBUYAFARM.COM
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998CALL TOLL FREE: 800-443-1998

TO BID GO TO BUYAFARM.COM

And you can do them according to 
your taste, not someone else’s.

6. Overlooking Important Flaws
 Look for homes whose full 
potential has yet to be realized, 
especially if you’re on a strict budget. 
The bump in equity from your upgrades 
will help you move up the property 
ladder.
 That being said, if you’re going to 
buy a house that needs work, don’t buy 
a	fixer-upper	that’s	more	than	you	can	
handle in terms of time, money, or your 
ability. For example, if you think you 
can do the work yourself, then realize 
you can’t once you get started, any 
repairs or upgrades you were planning 
to make will probably cost twice as 
much once you factor in the labor—
and that may not be in your budget.
 Furthermore, you would have 
to consider the costs involved to 
fix	 anything	 you	 may	 have	 started,	
including replacing materials you 
wasted. Evaluate your abilities, your 
budget, and how soon you need to 

Top House-Hunting 
Mistakes . . . continued



October 2022 | Adventure Sports Outdoors  87

a bidding war—or to try to preempt a 
bidding war by offering a high price in 
the	first	place.	But	there	are	a	couple	of	
potential problems with this.
 First, if the house doesn’t appraise 
at or above the amount of your offer, 
the bank won’t give you the loan 
unless the seller reduces the price or 
you pay cash for the difference. If 
this happens, the shortfall on your bid 
instead of your mortgage will have to 
be paid out of pocket. Second, when 
you sell the house, if market conditions 
are similar to or worse than they were 
when	 you	 purchased,	 you	 may	 find	
yourself upside down on the mortgage 
and unable to sell.
 Make sure the purchase price 
for the home you buy is reasonable 
for both the house and the location 
by examining comparable sales and 
getting your agent’s opinion before 
making an offer.

11. Neglecting to Inspect
 You found the perfect place, your 
offer was accepted, and you’re in 
contract. It’s tempting to think that 
you’re a homeowner the moment you 
go into escrow, but hold on. Before 

you close on the sale, you need to know 
what kind of shape the house is in. You 
don’t want to get stuck with a money 
pit or with the headache of performing 
a lot of unexpected (and potentially 
expensive) repairs.
 That’s why you need a thorough 
inspection of the property—in fact, 
your mortgage lender might demand 
it. Keeping your feelings in check 
until you have a complete picture of 
the house’s physical condition and the 
soundness of your potential investment 
will help you avoid making a serious 
financial	mistake.

12. Getting Desperate
 When you’ve been looking for a 
while, and you do not see anything 
you like—or worse, you’re getting 
outbid on the houses you do want—
it’s	easy	to	get	desperate	to	find	your	
new house now.
 However, if you move into a 
residence, you’ll end up hating, the 
transaction costs to get rid of it will be 
costly. You’ll have to pay an agent’s 
commission (up to 5% to 6% of the sale 
price), and you’ll have to pay closing 
costs for the mortgage on your new 

house.3 You’ll also deal with the hassle 
and expense of moving yet again.
 If you have time on your side, 
it’s okay to wait until something that 
suits you comes along. As long as your 
demands are realistic for your budget, 
you	are	bound	 to	find	something	you	
can live with. New houses come on the 
market every day in some places.

Is It Hard to Buy a House?
 It takes time, effort, and, of course, 
money to buy a home. However, it 
doesn’t	 have	 to	 be	 difficult.	 Using	 a	
realtor and having a game plan in mind 
from	 financials	 to	 the	 type	 of	 home	
you want to buy, it can be a rewarding 
and exciting experience.

Should I Buy a Fixer-Upper Home?
	 It	 may	 be	 easier	 as	 a	 first-time	
homebuyer to purchase a home that 
needs some work. Fixer-uppers tend 
to be less expensive to buy but pricey 
to restore. If you are handy or have 
time and money to craft your dream 
home out of a run-down house, it 
can be worth it. If you can’t afford a 
new home in a good neighborhood, a 
smaller,	fixer-upper	may	be	worth	it.

What Should I Look for in a House?
 When you are house-hunting 
you should take a look at a few home 
factors, like size, roof, heating and 
cooling units, plumbing, and electricity. 
Of course, cosmetic features, like a 
new kitchen, deck, patio, or upscale 
fixtures	in	the	bathrooms,	are	nice,	but	
not necessary.

The Bottom Line
 Buying a house is a big decision, 
but it does not have to be complicated. 
However, since it’s so natural for 
emotions to come into play, you 
need to ensure you are making 
rational choices, rather than getting 
wrapped up in the notion of a dream 
home—or conversely, of yourself as 
a master builder/renovator. If you’re 
aware of the issues ahead of time, 
you can protect yourself from costly 
mistakes	and	shop	with	confidence.
 In short, when it comes to buying a 
new home, be realistic, take your time, 
don’t act on impulse, and, ultimately, 
make a home-purchase decision that’s 
good for both your feelings and your 
finances.

CONSIGN NOW!! 
FALL FIREARM LIVE & ONLINE AUCTION

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 5TH 10 AM 
STARTING WITH FIREARMS

Ammunition and sporting good related items  to follow. 
Pre bidding for AMMO and FIREARMS will 

BEGIN Wednesday November 2nd.
ONE DAY!! Preview Friday November 4th 10-6
Canning Auctions is a registered FFL and will 

do all transfers in house following all 
State & Federal regulations.

Auction location is Canning Auctions Facility,
2049 Business Highway 13, Murphysboro, IL 62966

Please check our website full details and pictures 
WWW.CANNINGAUCTIONS.COM

AUCTIONEERS:
DAVID CANNING - IL LIC. NO. 440000441 • BLAKE CANNING - IL LIC. NO. 4410001313

To Consign Please Call
Blake Canning (618) 713-0222
David Canning (618) 521-8601

Office (618) 684-2331
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ADVANCED NOTICE

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27TH AT 1:00PM
Preview: Friday November 25th 2pm – 5pm

FIREARMS, AMMO, 
HUNTING, FISHING, CAMPING 

SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES 
INCLUDING APPAREL

4 ESTATES ALREADY 
CONSIGNED

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING CURRENTLY ACCEPTING 
CONSIGNMENTS!CONSIGNMENTS!

This will be a Live Auction with This will be a Live Auction with 
Online Bidding Avail. On Our Online Bidding Avail. On Our 
Broadcasting Platform at…Broadcasting Platform at…
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SOURCE FORHUNTINGYO
U

R

PROPERTIESRealtree United Country Hunting Properties offers the largest selection of hunting properties 
nationwide and the largest network of recreational and hunting real estate experts in America. 
Our team and marketing program has been uniquely focused on getting broader exposure for 
hunting properties for sale and helping buyers find their ideal property to purchase since 1925. 

1.4 Million Acres of
Hunting Land Sold 

$5 Billion in Hunting 
Property Sales 

*Companywide sales 2021

Contact  Us Today To Learn More  877.232.9687 | RealtreeUC.com

Turn-Key Hunting Farm 
Waukon, IA | $273,930 | #14030-22748 

Tillable Acreage & Timberland
Palmyra, IL | $399,000 | #12024-28615 

Pastoral Acreage
Denver, MO | $350,000 | #24100-74890



FARM, RANCH, & RECREATIONAL

6,500+ ACRES
SOLD EVERY WEEK

• PROPERTY SYNDICATION PROMOTES TO 1,400 WEBSITES

• NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS REACH OVER 500,000 READERS

• OVER 20 MILLION BRAND IMPRESSIONS PER MONTH

• WE DISTRIBUTE OVER 80,000 LANDLEADER CATALOGS TO HIGH END CLIENTS, 
BUYERS, AND SELLERS EACH YEAR

• OUR PROPERTIES RECIEVE MORE INTERNET MARKETING THAN THE 
COMPETITORS

855BUYDIRT
CONTACT US TODAY

OUR NATIONAL NETWORK SELLS OVER 6,500
ACRES EACH WEEK ACROSS THE NATION
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888-311-LAND
NEW LISTINGS NEEDED!

 Great Time to Sell Your Farm, Hunting Land, Lake Property or Recreational Land! Properties are Selling Fast!
Check our Website to Look at 100’s of Listings

www.legacylandco.com

CALL CABOT BENTON AT 
217-371-2598 TO DISCUSS DETAILS

LEVEL UP YOUR REAL ESTATE SKILLS 
AND SET OUT ON A NEW ADVENTURE 

BY JOINING OUR GREAT TEAM!

BRAD MARCHESE
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

bmarchese@legacylandco.com
765-860-0635

CAMERON FOREMAN
Land Specialist/Agent/MO

cforeman@legacylandco.com
573-567-6357

TIM CHERRY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
tcherry@legacylandco.com

217-259-2443

SUE FALK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
sfalk@legacylandco.com

217-840-8048

TONY ZYCH
Land Specialist/Broker IL
tzych@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 217-891-6470

STEPHEN SCHROEDER
Principle Broker IL, IN

sschroeder@legacylandco.com
217-202-9566

ROGER ROAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL
rroan@legacylandco.com

618-554-7237

NICK HACKNEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

nhackney@legacylandco.com
217-827-5260

CABOT BENTON
Partner/Broker/Land Specialist/IL, MO

Mobile: 217-371-2598
cbenton@legacylandco.com

TIM MCWHORTER
Land Specialist/Agent Oklahoma
tmcwhorter@legacylandco.com

Mobile: 918-346-1869

LACEY CUNNINGHAM
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lcunningham@legacylandco.com
217-322-8278

MERLE PLANK
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

mplank@legacylandco.com
217-369-0457

BREANNE SHEEHAN
Broker/Land Specialist IL

 bsheehan@ legacylandco.com
217-473-6997

LAVERN HERSCHBERGER
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

lherschberger@legacylandcom.com

JOHN LOTT
Land Specialist/Agent/ AL, GA

jlott@legacylandco.com
Mobile: 706-329-0322

BRYAN CLARK
Land Specialist/Broker/CO
bclark@legacylandco.com

970-987-2220

DUSTIN HORTON
Land Specialist/Agent TN

dhorton@legacylandco.com
931-273-5809

GLENN AULT
Principal Broker CO

gault@legacylandco.com
970-379-1462

KYLEIGH SHEEHAN
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

ksheehan@legacylandco.com
217-473-4530

GINGER DENTON
Principle Broker/KS, IL

gdenton@legacylandco.com
217-369-4864

ALLEN BLEVINS
Principal Broker /IA, KY, MO, OK, IL, TN

ablevins@legacylandco.com
865-850-2250

ADAM WILLARD
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

217-617-7611
awillard@legacylandco.com

MARK MORSCHES
Land Specialist/Broker/MO, IL
mmorsches@legacylandco.com

989-370-0011

PRISCILLA HETRICK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

phetrick@legacylandco.com
765-585-6283

ROBERT LAPAGE
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

815-761-1433

JUSTIN GREENWOOD
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgreenwood@legacylandco.com
309-261-1681

KIRK DULIN
Land Specialist/Agent/KY
kdulin@legacylandco.com

270-484-1476

NATHAN DELONG
Land Specialist/Agent/IA

ndelong@legacylandco.com
319-677-0216

LORI PADDOCK
Principal Broker/IN, IL

lpaddock@legacylandco.com
765-230-6572

TAMMI ARNOLD
Land Specialist/Broker/MO

816-341-9906
tarnold@legacylandco.com

URIAH PADDOCK
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

upaddock@legacylandco.com
765-585-8420

LEE ANN CLARK
Land Specialist/Agent CO
lclark@legacylandco.com

970-210-6115

DAVE NEU
LLand Specialist/Broker/IL

dneu@legacylandco.com
920-427-2335

JAMES DANIELS
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jdaniels@legacylandco.com
229-886-2929

SETH EDWARDS
Land Specialist/Agent/IN

sedwards@legacylandco.com
765-366-4537

KELLI PINKERTON
Land Specialist/Broker/IN

kpinkerton@legacylandco.com
765-585-1710

CORINA MASTERMAN
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

cmasterman@legacylandco.com
217-274-1554

JUSTIN GRIMSLEY
Land Specialist/Broker/IL

jgrimsley@legacylandco.com
217-508-8615

TARISA TAYLOR
Land Specialist/Agent/IN
ttaylor@legacylandco.com

765-585-5857

AMY LAKAMP
Land Specialist/Agent/IL

alakamp@legacylandco.com
888-311-LAND (5263)

DILLON KNOPP
Land Specialist/Agent/KS

dknopp@legacylandco.com
620-215-1101

CHARLOTTE SQUIRES
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

csquires@legacylandco.com

GREG OTTO
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

gotto@legacylandco.com

JOHN LINNEY
Land Specialist/Broker
888-311-LAND (5263)

jlinney@legacylandco.com

CONTACT ANY ONE OF OUR TEAM 
MEMBERS AS WE SELL PROPERTIES 

IN 11 DIFFERENT STATES!
Find our listings on:

 Land.com • Lands of America • Land and Farm
Land Hub • Zillow • Realtor • Trulia • Farms USA

Next Door • Homes.com • Country Homes of America
Practical Horseman • Cowboys & Indians
Realtors Land Institute • Horse & Rider

Country Living • Loop Net • Wall Street Journal
Lake Houses of America • Land Broker Co-op

Land Broker MLS • Land Report • Open Fences
ListHub • Legacylandco.com • ASOMagazine.com

20+ International syndications in 24 languages
+ approximately 900+ other sights

SEE MORE LISTINGS AT: 

legacylandco.com

Looking for Experienced Agents in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and Colorado
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WE GOT 
WHEELS!
By Dick James

 Up until 1957 our principal means 
of locomotion was courtesy of the 
Schwinn bicycle company which not 
only provided us a way to school through 
wind, rain, sleet, snow, and sweltering 
weather, but also served our principle 
means of making money through paper 
routes for the Champaign-Urbana 
Courier and towing lawn mowers to 
cutting	 jobs	 around	 the	 neighborhood.			
This	 lack	 of	 mobility	 was	 a	 major	
roadblock in a couple of endeavors that 
were smack dab in the center of our 
hunter/gatherer dinner plate.  That is 
to	 say,	 gathering	 girls,	 fish,	 and	 land-
based critters in no particular order 
while	 getting	 to	 hunting	 and	 fishing	
sites far beyond the pedaling range of 
the Schwinn.  
 Since I was practically a red shirt 
sophomore, having been born in July, 
a driver’s license was in my far-off 
future and not going to happen until 
my senior year.  However, my bosom 
pal, Steve Shaw, was born the day after 

Pearl Harbor, December 8,1941.  A 
truly auspicious day! Forget memories 
of Pearl, we’re talkin’ wheels before 
Christmas for two wild and crazy guys.   
The even better part of our soon to be 
Road Warrior status was that he was 
bequeathed the eldest of a number of 
elderly Shaw vehicles.  
 Now get ready to eat your heart out 
you baby boomers.  We’re talkin’ a 1949 
straight eight cylinder with a hood you 
could land small aircraft on, Mercury, 
WOODIE station wagon.  Now the 
paint had attained the coloration of what 
would be later called “Mossy Oak,” 
which	was	just	fine	since	it	would	blend	
in nicely in the woods. The wood did 
required sanding and varnishing to get 
it up to showroom quality. So Woodie 
soon looked like it was straight out of 
a Frankie Avalon and Annette Funicello 
Beach party bingo, California surfer 
flick.	 Although	 no	 surf	 boards	 were	
on top, but for sure this is going to be 
way cool as a chick magnet.  Further, 
Woodie could handle a week’s worth 
of camping equipment plus tie down a 
jon	boat	on	top,	four	dozen	duck	decoys	
plus blind building materials, hip boots, 
oars, shovels machetes, and half the 
Champaign army surplus store stuff 
we needed. Plus, for two teenage boys 
whose vertebrae had not yet turned into 

Captain Crunch, it would be an excellent 
sleeping facility while running bank 
poles and trotlines.
 There were, sadly, some minor 
issues involving this handsome chick 
chariot.  It used oil on the order of a 
trans-Atlantic tramp steamer.  We were 
on	 a	 first	 name	 bases	 with	 the	 Star	
service station and their clear reusable 
glass quart bottles with metal funnel 
tops	of	re-refined	motor	oil	at	15	cents	
a	 quart.	 	 	At	 two	 quarts	 a	 fill	 up,	 we	
made an excellent mosquito abatement 
machine from the smokescreen it 
produced	from	that	fine	quality	oil.			
Woodie also had another more 
problematic issue that we thought really 
added some distinctive character to 
it.  But alas any potential female we 
attempted to get in the vehicle found 
off	putting.			The	fine	waterproof	canvas	
roof it started out with had suffered 
through nine Illinois winters and 
summers outside and was now leaking 
like the strainer on a percolator coffee 
pot.  Leaking enough so that one had 
to arrange oneself so that you didn’t 
get dripped on.  Well, no big deal for 
the guys, but this played hell with 
female hairdos and made mascara run 
which did not make it conducive to ride 
sharing	with	the	more	refined	sex.	
 Further exacerbating the moisture 

problem was the REAL WOOD.  The 
leaks caused the growth of some very 
large fungi the size of grapefruit on the 
interior woodwork!  You couldn’t miss 
them, not only because of the size of the 
fungus, but their day glow red/orange 
coloration would put a hunter safety 
vest to shame.  
 Alas, along with mosquitoes, we 
were fast becoming a chick abatement 
machine! This would not do.  Since 
getting a new canvas roof was out of the 
financial	question,	the	solution	came	in	
the form of two gallons of Montgomery 
Ward’s	 finest	 roofing	 tar.	 	 We	 were	
followers of a philosophy if one’s good, 
two is surely better.  Very carefully 
masking the roof edges we tarred the 
roof.  Since most tarred roofs we knew 
of were then covered with pebbles, 
there was a lively debate about what 
might serve as a cover.  It was decided 
a light sanding would be the ticket, so 
a sandbox was raided, and sand was 
copiously applied to our new roof.   
After a day of drying, we hauled out 
a qarden hose and applied it full blast 
to the roof. Eureka! No leaks!   After 
trimming off the offending interior 
fungus and sanding it down, we’re off 
to the courting races. 
 While cruising up Green street in 
Urbana headed to check out the Steak n’ 

Andrew Huber
Broker/Realtor®
(309) 403-1183

ahuber@maloofrealty.com
www.buythedirt.com

Looking for an undeveloped piece of recreational ground that offers serene 
views and possible future building sites? This is the place for you! Take a look 

at this 27 m/l acre piece that offers a private rock drive up to the landing 
zone where trails split off and take you through the property. This tract offers 

wonderful deer hunting throughout and possible building sites. Walk or ride 
through and view “The Park”, which is centered with a beautiful mature oak or 
stroll through the open pasture - home to wildlife or possible future food plots. 

This parcel has never been logged. Don’t miss out on this one!

00 Route 26, Lacon, IL 61540- $269,000
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Sara VarnerSara Varner 
Designated Managing Broker • Licensed in Illinois

Email: svarner@platinumkeyre.com
PlatinumKeyRE.com

www.facebook.com/saravarnerrealestate

991 N. Henderson St., Galesburg, IL 61401 
Cell: 309-335-3573 • Office: 309-343-1186

115 Lakeview Dr., East 
Galesburg, IL - $99,900

MLS# CA1013733
Lakefront lot with mature trees 

that is perfect for building. 
Access to city water, sewer, and 

electricity available. 

199 Potawatomi Rd., 
Galesburg, IL - $241,650

MLS#  CA1017587
Stately 3BR 2BA ranch in Soangetaha 
features crown moldings, large, bright 
windows, fireplace, main floor laundry 

room, primary bedroom with ensuite bath 
& double closets, sunroom, iron entry 
gate, attached garage, and more!

Shake. (AKA “Bouncing the beefer!”).  
Lo and behold, two very cute, but 
unknown to us girls, one blond, and one 
brunette,	are	foot	traffic	headed	towards	
the U of I campus. Scrrrreeennnccch! 
(brakes a little worn and loose).  Steve 
hollers out, “Hey! Would you guys like 
a ride?”   And the words no more than 
out of his mouth when, “Sure! Pleased 
to meet you guys, I’m Helen and this 
is Melinda!” zipped into the back seat 
of Woodie, appraising the vehicle and 
us with that critical “Are these guys a 
good catch?” look. 
 Turns out these are two young 
ladies soon to be freshmen at Urbana 
High School. Since we are worldly 
junior	 class	 UHS	 lettermen,	 clearly	
it is our charitable and manly duty to 
take these two neophytes under our 
wing.  That said, since Steve always put 
financial	 discretion	 ahead	 of	 amorous	
valor, he made a decision that we would 
not go the 29 cent steak burger route at 

Steak n ’Shake, but rather head out to 
Five	Points	for	McDonald’s	fifteen	cent	
burgers since he was not sure whether a 
heavy	 	 financial	 Investment	was	worth	
the as yet, undecided amorous outcome 
of this new meeting engagement.  
 With that in mind, he announced 
we were headed to Mickey D’s and 
“Would the ladies like a coke, burger, 
and fries?” spun the steering wheel hard 
right, punched the gas pedal and like 
Mario Andretti, at the Indy 500, made a 
hard turn onto north Lincoln.    
 That action started what could have 
been a nifty physics/trigonometry story 
problem on acceleration to occur.   You 
see the backdoors on Woodie were 
hinged at the rear of the door and as a 
result the door opened backwards. Which 
we can only assume was thought to be 
convenient for easy access in loading 
groceries and kids in, but has some 
ominous	safety	ramifications.		Why	this	
is of more than passing interest is due to 

the fact that thousands of door openings 
by the Shaw clan had caused the door 
latch to wear smooth and barely catch 
when closed.  Now couple this fact 
with a ninety-pound female hanging 
her head out the window like a Golden 
retriever letting the wind blow through 
her hair, and you are now setting up a 
speed, angle, weight problem that my 
UHS physics teacher, Mr. Smith, would 
have found interesting.  
 That combination of physical 
and mathematical variables will soon 
translate from potential into kinetic 
energy as the top-heavy Woodie goes 
up on two wheels while making the 
corner. The net result of the increased 
foot-pounds of energy on the worn 
latch causes the door to burst open and 
accelerate rapidly backward with all 90 
pounds of Melinda screaming louder 
than the well-known horizontally 
enhanced lady singing the last song in 
the opera. 
 Now for every action there is 
a well know opposite reaction.  As 
Steve manhandled Woodie through the 
intersection, Melinda was hanging on 
like superglue, plastered to the door 
which was perpendicular to the car body 
and showing two feet of free board over 
the pavement while  moving along at 
20 something miles per hour.   It was 

SHIPPING CONTAINERS

MODIFICATIONS AVAILABLE:
DOORS & WINDOWS, LOCK BOX

VENTS, INTERIOR FINISHES, HVAC

108 N. Commerce Pl.  Peoria, IL 61604

MOBILEMAXX.COM

CALL TODAY! 
309-247-1639

*CURRENT SPECIAL*
8x20 - One Trip “New”

$2,850 
plus tax & delivery

Used units as low as $1800
Units in stock at our Peoria yard

NEW
or

USED

8x10  8x15
8x20  8x4020 FT & 40FT  NEW or USED

More guns show info at www.pcshows.net

* DAVENPORT GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
OCTOBER 1ST & 2ND, 2022

Mississippi Valley Fair Grounds: 2815 
Locust St., Davenport, IA 52804

* DUBUQUE GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
OCTOBER 8TH & 9TH, 2022

Grand River Center
500 Bell St., Dubuque, IA 52001

* PEORIA GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
OCTOBER 22ND & 23RD, 2022

Peoria Expo Gardens: 1601 W. 
Northmoor Rd., Peoria, IL 61614

* ALEDO GUN AND KNIFE SHOW *
NOVEMBER 5TH & 6TH, 2022

Mercer County Fairgrounds
848 17oth St., Aledo, IL 61231

* PEORIA GUN & KNIFE SHOW *
DECEMBER 10TH & 11TH, 2022

Peoria Expo Gardens: 1601 W. Northmoor Rd., Peoria, IL 61614

amazing how long that girl could hold a 
high C note.  Surely, she would sign up 
for vocal music with a voice like that! 
 As Woodie cleared the intersection 
and came back down on four wheels, 
Melinda and the door proceeded to 
reconnect with the rest of Woodie, 
who seemed rather pleased with his 
automotive performance for an old 
guy pushing a 150 thousand miles and 
proceeded briskly down Lincoln Avenue 
with never a thought to the wayward 
door.  Melinda stopped singing and her 
eyes were reminiscent of a large 7 lb. 
walleye I’d gotten to know up on Battle 
Lake in Minnesota. In the meantime, 
Helen had been wise enough to hang 
onto the opposite door handle during 
the turn. Her only comment concerning 
this mini melodrama was, “Say do you 
suppose I could get a shake with the 
burger and fries?” 
 Sadly, this potential romantic 
meeting engagement, like most high 
school romances was short lived, and 
so was our use of Woodie as a female 
pick -up wagon. 
 2022 Moral Learning Lesson:  It 
is never wise to mix chasing girls with 
chasing largemouth bass and pheasants. 
This is a lesson that has served me well 
though	 life	 and	 my	 bride	 of	 fifty-five	
years agrees whole heartedly.
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RYAN BLACKORBY TEAM
JIM MALOOF/REALTOR

2507 N. Main St.East Peoria, IL 61611
Office: 309-698-0099 • rblackorby@maloofrealty.com

312 Wolf Crossing Dr. - Morton - $651,000
Custom built 4 bedroom, 5 bath home home on 2.38 acres! It is located in Wolf Crossing 

subdivision & combines the peacefulness of country living w/ a touch of neighborhood! Stunning 
masonry on exterior & interior w/ incredible stonework fireplace! The attention to detail will 

capture you as soon as you walk through the door! Call for your private showing!

30250 N IL Route 41 - Avon - $185,000
Would you like a home in the country? Would you like to earn income with storage options? 

Do you need room for show animals? This property trulyhas it all and won’t last long in this market. 
Also you will love the convenience of being close to town but will have plenty of room and privacy 
on two acres! The 4 bed 2bath home has tons of potential! All of this, plus a 40x63 storage barn 

with concrete flooring, plus shed! Truly a unique, beautiful country property. 
Schedule your private showing today to see for yourself! SOLD AS IS.

9510 E. Mills Rd - London Mills - $475,000
Fulton County Illinois is home to some of the biggest bucks in the Country but you have to be in the right 

spot. This 39 acre M/L parcel is a deer hunters dream.  It has been set up and managed for trophy 
whitetails by one of the most successful hunters in the area. There is a large bordering parcel that gets 
zero hunting pressure which makes this a super producer of giant Illinois bucks. Custom finished 60 x 
40 pole building with full bath and shower provides the perfect getaway spot or permanent residence. 

The newly built pond adds to the wow factor constructed professionally by the industry’s best.

	 Some	 people	 just	 quit	 fishing	 in	
late Summer, put the boat and the 
warm water tackle away, and turn all 
thoughts	to	hunting	and/or	ice	fishing.	
But hang on a minute—there’s some 
great	fall	fishing	still	to	be	had,	in	the	
way of giant Smallmouth Bass on the 
‘lifts’ in rivers.
 Just a couple years ago my 
beloved, now-departed friend/boss/
mentor/Company partner, Dan Gapen, 
Sr., and I were anchored up above a 
current rush where water depth went 
from twelve to four feet deep. This 
idea	of	fishing	a	fall	river	‘lift’	wasn’t	
a new one. We’d done it before with a 
certain amount of success. Again, on 
this day I was with the river master 
and expectations ran high!
 Armed with a 1 ½ ounce Bait 
Walker® sinker, a 3/0 eagle-claw-
style hook and 32 inches of drop-back 
line behind the Bait Walker® swivel, I 
hooked a six-inch River Chub through 
the nose.
 We’d anchored about 70 feet 
upstream from where the lift bottom 
began to edge upward. I was told the 
large ‘smallies’ would be in six to 
nine feet on the front side of the lift.
My cast placed the rig exactly where 
he instructed me to put it. Now the 
wait began. A minute or so after mine 
settled, Dan threw his identical rig 15 
feet on the other side of mine.
 “Dan, why such big minnows in 
the fall?” I questioned as we waited. 
I thought I knew the answer but its 
best to get it directly from the original 
river rat! 
 He informed me that the late fall-
run sucker and river chub population 
is on a migration this time of the year. 
They usually select the central region 

of the river channel in which to travel. 
Most of these migrants are bigger 
than	 those	 jig-tipping	youngsters	we	
use in the spring. Thus, the bigger the 
bait, the bigger the Bass!  As a matter 
of fact, the trophy smallmouth or 
walleye won’t bother with a two-inch 
fathead or shiner this time of year.
 What time of year are we 
referring to? Normally late fall but 
that’s the only guiding factor. River 
water temperature must be below 60 
degrees with the mid-50s being best. 
Achieving this will, of course, vary 
with the regions across the country; 
the	northern	tier	getting	significantly	
cooler than the southern.
 Upon checking water temps this 
day,	 Dan	 had	 joyfully	 announced	 a	
54-degree surface temperature. 
 “Perfect!” was the way he 
described it. 
 Checking the overall temperature 
of a river is easy—what you read 

18165 N 800 E Rd. - Carlock - $437,400
Original charm and character shine throughout this well maintained, 5 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 story block 

home with 2 car garage. Don’t miss this beautiful country estate that features 5.2 acres & 4 outbuildings 
that include a converted dairy barn with living quarters including plumbing/electric/heating/cooling/and 
own septic system, plus storage barn, Quonset building and machine shed with heat/electric/plumbing. 

Updates include; roof 2021, attic addition & water heater 2022, vinyl replacement windows, updated 
septic system, all major appliances, and whole house generator ready to be installed.

 HIT THE RIVER ‘LIFTS’ 
FOR HUGE FALL BASS

By ‘Bobber’ Anne

The ol’ river rat with a typical fall smallie
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Large flat lot on Lake Marie with dock, gazebo, and car port, which sits on the back 
of the approx. 1.59 acres overlooking the lake. This one level 4-bedroom home with 2 1/2 baths. 

Large open kitchen, family room, formal dining and living room. Kitchen has granite 
countertops and breakfast bar. 15x7 pantry between home and garage. Gas fireplace in 

family room with french patio door to patio. Master bedroom has own bath and walk-in closet. 
Also has 2-sided gas fireplace and double doors to sunroom with a hot tub. 

Double doors to patio. 5 car garage has attic storage. Major remodel in 2003. 
Broken patio door will be replaced. Home warranty.

Private home in your own little corner of the world in the heart of the city. It is a 
2 bedroom updated ranch home with a 2 car garage with a landscaped large yard. 

The open floor plan has a tastefully decorated interior with a large formal living and 
dining room. Eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appliances and a pantry. 

Replacement windows-2010. Refrigerator, roof, & siding- 2017. This home also has 
gutter guards. Electrical, bath & kitchen- 2019. All new flooring, dishwasher, disposal, 

hood fan & storm door, range/oven-2020. Hunter ceiling fans throughout. You will love the 
large covered porch for outside entertaining. New sidewalk. Shelves in garage will stay.

Unique cedar home in Wee-Ma-Tuk Hills Subdivision with 3 large lots overlooking lakes. 
3 bedroom, 3 baths. All open with cathedral ceiling and lots of windows and patio door to a 

wraparound deck. Kitchen updated in 2021 with quartz counter-tops and green/gray cabinets. 
Newer stainless appliances that will stay. Walk into the great room with cathedral ceilings and 

room for informal dining. Bedrooms have cathedral ceilings and cedar wood also. 
Full finished walk-out basement with family room and rec room. 

Area 15.10 x 9.1 can be used for 4th bedroom or bonus area. 2 patio doors to patio area. 
The metal roof & garage roof in 2019. Seller is retaining bar.

Michaeline HarrisonMichaeline Harrison
Broker

Mobile: 309-338-2949
Office: 309-647-1502

michaelineharrison@gmail.com
418 N Main St • Canton, IL 61520

16169 E. WEE-MA-TUK, CUBA, IL 61427 - $310,000

1160 LAWRENCE, CANTON, IL 61520 - $149,900

23749 N PAWNEE, CUBA, IL 61427 - $314,900

on the surface will be the same on 
the bottom. Rivers continually turn 
water over, making the temperature 
consistent from top to bottom.
 What did Dan use to check 
the temperature? A plain old wall 
thermometer you can buy almost 
anywhere!
It took but six or seven minutes for 
my	first	smallie	to	slam	the	big	chub.	
He hooked himself instantly.
 There was no ‘letting-him-take-
it’ to this strike! Once in the net at the 
boat	we	saw	that	the	fish	had	engaged	
the head of the minnow, thus setting 
the	big	hook	in	the	side	of	his	jaw.
 “Anne, no matter how many 
big bass you take this time of the 
year, you’ll notice they all strike the 
minnow at the head and be hooked 
in the side of the mouth,” came 
Dan’s answer to my close inspection 
of	 my	 fish’s	 situation.	 I	 hadn’t	 lost	
the minnow, but its head had been 
crushed a bit. Dan took the next Bass, 
an identical size to mine.
 We went on to catch and release 
four more Bass, the biggest about six 
pounds and the smallest, slightly over 
three, and then it was time to move. 
We relocated about 35 feet to our left, 
where once again we anchored up 
and repeated the big bait presentation. 
Five	more	fish	 came	 to	 the	net,	 this	
time the biggest around 20 inches, or 
near	five	pounds.
 In my mind I was putting my 
boss to the test when it came to where 

hookup occurred on these fall smallies. 
But	like	I	said,	every	fish	was	hooked	
in the left or right side with that big, 
short-shank 3/0 offset hook.
 “Dan, if I were to use a longer 
shanked hook, would the hooking 
results be the same?” I enquired of him.
 “You can try one, Anne, but 
you’ll miss a lot more strikes if you 
do. It seems when the bass strike the 
big minnow in the head, the short-
shanked hook doesn’t interfere with 
them clamping down on the head. 
Maybe they engage hook and head all 
in one, where a longer shank protrudes 
out too far and engages the opposite 
side of the bass’s mouth causing her to 
reject	it,”	came	Dan’s	response.
 No way I was going to change the 
method that was working so well or 
challenge the ol’ river rat’s theory.
 In all we caught and released 17 
bass that I’d call trophy size or better-
than-average that day on the river. 
With my biggest bass at 23 inches 
and Dan’s at 21, I’d say he knows 
what he’s doing.
 Note: the further south in the 
country you fish rivers in the fall, 
the later in the season this working-
the-lifts technique will work. In the 
far south it may be December or 
even late December when the big 
bass gather on the lifts. No matter—
it’s the water temperature that tells 
you when.
 Have fun out there and wishing 
you	lots	of	big	fish!

Another bass falls for the big chub.Our friend Doug on a similar fall outing.
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October 6, 7, 8 & 9, 2022 NEW START TIME 
FOR THURSDAY 

BUY IT NOW STARTS 
WHEN YOU GET HERE! 
BLOW OUT FIRE SALES 

STARTS AT 2PM!

Friday, October 7th
BIG ANTLER AUCTION

BUY IT NOW starts THURSDAY
at 5pm on ALL non cataloged items!

All unmounted antler sales on Friday 
including trophy sheds & racks as well 
as poundage and craft grade antler 

whitetail, moose, elk and fallow. Great 
Selection of big mounted deer heads

Trophy & Poundage!! Our Sales 
Average 6-8 Tons Collectively.

TAXIDERMY & DECOR
AUCTION

Taxidermy Mounts from 
North America & around the world. 

Oddities, curiosities and more. 
Tanned furs, fish mounts, rustic décor, 

log furniture & log home décor, 
antler lighting and more.

SPORTING GOODS &
STONEWARE AUCTION
Starting with collectible sporting goods, 
boats, canoes, 4-wheelers & outdoors 
fun items, antique americana, old west 
cowboy collectibles, Native American 
artifacts, stoneware, crocks, primitives, 

antiques and more!

Saturday, October 8th Sunday, October 9th

ONLINE 
BIDDING 

AVAILABLE! A Public Consignment Auction
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Jackson County Fairgrounds
1212 East Quarry Street • Maquoketa, Iowa

B.A.S.S. ANNOUNCES 2023 BASSMASTER 
ELITE SERIES SCHEDULE
Birmingham, AL - With the 2022 
Bassmaster Elite Series season barely 
in the history books, B.A.S.S. is already 
getting primed for another go-round 
as the 2023 Elite Series slate was 
announced today.
 The schedule includes nine regular-
season events in seven states with a 
healthy	 mix	 of	 familiar	 fisheries	 from	
recent schedules and some that B.A.S.S. 
hasn’t visited in a while. Along the 
tournament trail, these talented anglers 
will battle each other — and big bass — 
for the prestigious titles of Progressive 
Insurance Bassmaster Angler of the 
Year, Falcon Rods Rookie of the Year 
and Elite Series champion. 

 B.A.S.S. CEO Chase Anderson 
lauded the schedule as another great 
opportunity for the best professional 
anglers in the world to showcase their 
talents on diverse and exceptional 
fisheries.
 “The 2023 Elite Series schedule 
allows us to visit multiple regions — 
including	 fisheries	where	we	 haven’t	
been in many years — to celebrate 
fishing	 fans	 and	 our	 great	 sport,”	
Anderson said. “Anglers are tested in a 
variety of environments, truly battling 
for the right to call themselves the 
Angler of the Year or Rookie of the 
Year.
 “And, of course, for 
approximately 40 of those anglers, the 
nine Elite Series tournaments are the 
pathway	to	fulfill	a	dream	and	compete	

on	 the	 biggest	 stage	 in	 sportfishing	
— the Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic.” 
 The usual February Southern swing 
will	have	a	slightly	different	flavor	this	
year. After starting the season the past 
four years on the St. Johns River, the 
2023 slate will open on world-famous 
Lake Okeechobee in Okeechobee, Fla., 
Feb. 16-19.
 The massive Florida waterway has 
a drainage basin of approximately 2.8 
million acres and is the second-largest 
natural freshwater lake contained 
entirely within the contiguous 48 states. 
B.A.S.S. has an extensive history on 
the “Big O,” having visited there 22 
times since 1980, but this will be the 
organization’s	first	trip	there	since	2017.
 “We are thrilled to welcome the 
Bassmaster Elite Series back to Lake 
Okeechobee to kick off their 2023 
season,” said Terry Burroughs, chairman 
of the Okeechobee Board of County 
Commissioners. “Lake Okeechobee 
offers	the	best	freshwater	fishery	in	Florida	

paired with a down-home community 
that offers a unique experience both on 
and off the water. We look forward to 
welcoming everyone with the Bassmaster 
Elite family!”
 From Florida, the Elites will move 
slightly	 to	 the	 north	 to	 fish	 another	
venue that was once a familiar stop 
on the Bassmaster Tournament Trail 
— Lake Seminole in Bainbridge, Ga. 
B.A.S.S. has visited the 37,500-acre 
Chattahoochee River reservoir 15 times 
since 1968, but not since 2015. 

For vendor info or questions please contact: Mike at 630-254-0221 
or email him at info@mjsportsmansgroupllc.com

KANKAKEE GUN & SPORTSMAN’S SHOW
OCTOBER 29TH & 30TH, 2022

Hours: Sat 8:00am – 3:00pm • Sun 8:00am – 2:00pm
General Admission: $6.00

Children 12 & under are Free w/paid adult
Free Parking

Show location: Kankakee County Fairgrounds
213 W. 4000S Rd., Kankakee, IL 60901

All federal,

state and local 

laws apply
FREEPARKING

The 2023 Bassmaster Elite Series schedule 
features nine events across seven states

Located Midway
between Spring Bay 

& Lacon at
 2112 State Rt. 26, 

Low Point, IL

Famous for Pan Fried Chicken, Mind Blowing Bluegill, Amazing Whole Catfish & Catfish 
Fillets, Hand Cut Tenderloins, Half Pound Burgers, Hand Cut Fries & JoJo Taters!

The World’s Best Corn & Specialty Fritters!

OPEN
Wednesday & Thursday 4pm-8pm
Friday 4pm – 9pm
Saturday 12 Noon to 9pm
Sunday 12 Noon to 8pm
DARK on Monday & Tuesday

Make Reservations 
or Order Online 
Takeaway Anytime at 
Midwayduckinn.com
309-246-8441

We accept All Major 
Credit & Debit Cards
Gift Cards Available!

Book a Holiday 
Party Today!

Large Private Events 
Available On 

Mondays & Tuesdays
Call 309-246-8441 

ask for Todd

See FULL Menu & Daily Specials online at www.midwayduckinn.com
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SELLERS’ MARKET, BEST TIME TO SELL! INVENTORY IS EXTREMELY LOW! CALL US TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY TODAY!

Gaye Lynn Green
Designated Managing Broker/Realtor®

Morton Office: 105 W. Adams St., Morton, IL 61550
Tremont Office: 22200 State Rt. 9, Tremont, IL 61568

WEB: www.gayelynngreen.sunflowerhomes.info.com
EMAIL: gayelynngreen@gmail.com • CELL: 309.657.1774

Allan Green: Realtor (309) 657-7551

6 Scarborough Drive
Mackinaw, IL 61755- $19,900

GREAT LOT TO BUILD YOUR HOME

22454 Illinois Rt. 9
Tremont, IL 61568 - $150,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

502 NE Jefferson
Peoria, IL - $160,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

NE Adams St.
Peoria, IL 61602 - $269,900

COMMERCIAL LOT

100 Baer Road
Tremont, IL 61568 - $275,000

COMMERCIAL LOT

216 Hidden Brook Dr.
Groveland, IL 61535 - $719,990

STUNNING 5 BD, 4 BATH

503 Ridge St.
Washington, IL 61571 - $134,500

PENDING

 The lake has historically been 
known	for	some	of	the	best	sight	fishing	
for bedding largemouth in the country, 
and the timing of the event — Feb. 23-
26 — could play right into that storyline.
 The regular season will pause in 
late March for the Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic, which is 
scheduled for March 24-26 in Knoxville, 
Tenn., with competition on the 
Tennessee River. The 2019 Classic held 
in Knoxville drew a then-record crowd 
of 153,809 spectators for all associated 
events, and similar crowds are expected 
for a Classic that will this time be held 
one week later in the year.
 Once the regular season resumes, 
the Elites will set up shop in South 
Carolina with back-to-back events on 
Lake Murray (April 20-23, Columbia, 
S.C.) and Santee Cooper Lakes (April 
27-30, Clarendon County, S.C.). 
B.A.S.S. has visited Lake Murray nine 
times	for	major	events	since	1991,	but	
its most recent trip to the 50,000-acre 
Saluda	River	fishery	was	in	2011.
 Santee Cooper Lakes has been 
the	 site	 of	 12	 major	 B.A.S.S.	 events,	
including the slugfest won by Georgia 
pro Drew Cook back in March with a 
Century Club catch of 105 pounds, 5 

ounces.	 Second-place	 finisher	 Caleb	
Kuphall of Wisconsin also earned a 
Century Belt in that event with 103-1, 
and the Santee Cooper Lakes ranks third 
for the most Century Belts produced 
with eight. The lakes also ranked 10th 
on Bassmaster Magazine’s recent list of 
100 Best Bass Lakes.
 From South Carolina, the Elites 
will travel May 11-14 to Lay Lake in 
Shelby County, Ala. — a 12,000-acre 
Coosa River impoundment that holds 
the	distinction	of	being	the	major	fishery	
located	closest	to	the	B.A.S.S.	offices	in	
Birmingham.	Four	of	B.A.S.S.’s	five	trips	
to Lay have been for Bassmaster Classics 
(1996, 2002, 2007, 2010), and the most 
recent trip to the central Alabama spotted 
bass haven was in 2020 for an Eastern 
Open.
 “We are very excited to welcome 
the Bassmaster Elite Series to Shelby 
County,” said Kendall Williams, 
manager of tourism and events for 
Shelby County. “Lay Lake has some of 
the	best	bass	fishing	in	the	country,	and	
hosting events of this caliber reminds 
us how thankful we are to have this 
resource in our backyard.
 “Plus, we love that the Elite Series 
draws anglers and visitors from all across 

16023 Rassi Road, 
Mackinaw, IL 61755 - $575,500

PENDING

the U.S. who will get to experience 
the exceptional community of support 
by local restaurants, stores and other 
businesses.”
 B.A.S.S.’s annual trip to Texas 
will visit the Sabine River in Orange, 
Texas on June 1-4. The organization 
has	visited	the	Sabine	River	five	times	
for	major	events	since	2013,	including	
a 2021 Elite stop won by Oklahoma pro 
Jason Christie.
 Anglers’ skills will be on display 
for enthusiastic fans as they weigh 
in among a festival-like atmosphere 
featuring some of the largest crowds the 
Elite Series has ever seen. During that 
2021 visit to Orange, an Elite Series 
record crowd of 40,107 fans attended 
the four-day event while generating 
more than $2.5 million in revenue for 
local businesses.  
 With the temperatures likely 
sweltering in the South, the Elite Series 
will turn North on July 27-30 with a trip 
to Lake St. Clair in Macomb County, 
Mich. B.A.S.S. visited the 275,200-acre 
smallmouth bass paradise three times 
from 1994 to 2001 and then took a hiatus 
from	 the	 fishery	 before	 visiting	 five	
more times from 2014 to 2020. St. Clair 
recently ranked No. 4 on Bassmaster 

Magazine’s annual list of 100 Best Bass 
Lakes.
 A New York swing has been a 
staple on the Elite Series schedule the 
past several years — and in 2023, it will 
be the stretch run for the season.
	 On	Aug.	17-20,	the	Elites	will	fish	
Lake Champlain from Plattsburgh, N.Y. 
It	will	be	the	15th	major	B.A.S.S.	event	
held	on	the	271,000-acre	fishery	on	the	
New York/Vermont border, including 
the most recent one which was won by 
Maryland pro Bryan Schmitt in 2021.
 The season will culminate on the 
1000 Islands region of the St. Lawrence 
River in Clayton, N.Y., Aug. 24-27. 
The	 fishery	 recently	 earned	 the	 No.	 1	
ranking on Bassmaster Magazine’s list 
of 100 Best Bass Lakes — and anyone 
who followed the Elite Series’ most 
recent trip there knows why.
 Wisconsin rookie Jay Przekurat 
won the event with a Century Club 
catch of 102-9, and Canadian pro Cory 
Johnston placed second with a Century 
Club entry of his own at 100-5, each 
hitting the 100-pound mark with solely 
smallmouth,	a	first-time	feat	in	B.A.S.S.	
competition. The entire Top 10 cracked 
the 90-pound mark, and it was widely 

Continued on page 100
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 Another good weather 
weekend allowed us to hold our 
weekend Family Wingshooting 
Event at Jubilee State Park. The 
event is focused on family groups 
to have fun together shooting clay 
targets.  Using the clay traps from 
the Illinois DNR wingshooting 
program, we set up 7 different 
target presentations in the big 
meadow at Jubilee Park, similar to 
a sporting clays course.
 The target throwers were set 
up for a variety of skill levels from 
novice to experienced shooters. 
Throwing incomers, crossers, 
rabbit and chondel targets and of 
course everyone’s favorite the 

wobble trap.
 The targets, shells and safety 
equipment are all provided by the 
chapter and a grant from Friends 
of NRA and the NRA Foundation. 
The coaches are members of the 
IDNR wingshooting program, 
coming from various parts of 
central Illinois and volunteer their 
time to coaching.
 A big THANK YOU to 
Stuart Whitaker, Jubilee Park site 
superintendent and his crew for 
preparing the big meadow for us.  
Also, to our chapter volunteers, 
Bob Wiseman and Loran 
Brinkmeier. 
 Thank you also to our 

ILLINOIS RIVER VALLEY PHEASANTS FOREVER CHAPTER, 
4TH ANNUAL FAMILY WINGSHOOTING EVENT
SATURDAY – SUNDAY AUGUST 27 – 28, 2022
By Nick Ripley

Looking for a Picturesque,  
Private Setting with  
Great Deer Hunting?  

This Is It!

187 Alconbury Road 
Metamora, IL • $595,000 
This beautiful, custom built 

4BR/3BA ranch on  
27.36 acres could be your 

next home! Open floorplan  
with vaulted ceiling and 

gorgeous views.  
Two fireplaces, beautiful 
fully applianced kitchen, 
main floor laundry plus  

recently finished basement 
with large rec room and 

walkout to patio.   
Large heated garage with 

utility sink.  
Call me today to see  

this home!

Lemkemann Oct 22 ASO.qxp_Layout 1  9/19/22  10:25 AM  Page 1

MARVIN HOYT TRUST FARM AUCTION

LLC
AUCTIONS

Brent Schmidgall
MS Lic. #1695 • (309) 202-8378

Cal Kaufman
MS Lic. #1696 • (309) 696-9019

SATURDAY OCTOBER 1ST AT 9:00AM
Auction location: 19722 Chaffer Rd., Morton, IL 61550

Tractors, Skid Steer, Forklift, Gator, Lawn Mowers, Farm Equipment, 
Vehicles, RV, Trailer, Tools, Antiques and so much more

This is a partial listing.
Loader Tractor available auction day & 8 AM. – 2PM. Monday Oct 3rd.

AUCTION TERMS: Cash, good check, or credit card day of auction 4% credit card fee. 
Not responsible for accidents or articles after sold. Announcements made day of 
auction take precedence over all printed material. All items sold as is where is.

7526 Old State Route 121 • Hopedale, IL 61747
skauctionsllc@yahoo.com

www.BrentSchmidgallAuctionService.com
www.CalKaufmanAuction.com
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Kennedy-Sarff Real Estate, LLC
Darell Sarff • 217-652-2356 • dsarff@hotmail.com

19160 BALDWIN BEACH, HAVANA, IL 18622 QUIVER BEACH, HAVANA, IL

643 CR 500E, WILCOX LAKE990 IL HWY 100, ASTORIA, IL

More photos can be found at kennedysarff.com

NEW PRICE!

wingshooting coaches: Harry 
Ulrich,	 Caren	 Mansfield,	 Katie	
Kauzlarich-Stockman, Doug 
Biagini, Joe Stancook, Jim 
Davidsmeyer and Nick Ripley.
 If you are interested in other 
clay target shooting opportunities, 
a good place to start is the Illinois 
DNR website, www2.ildnr.gov/
recreation/wingshooting then 
click on wingshooting schedule.  
That will take you to the calendar 
of clinics and shooting events.  
Another is the Illinois Pheasants 
Forever Events center. https://pfqf.
myeventscenter.com
 Upcoming events: Saturday 
September 24,Illinois River Valley 
Clay shoot at the Gilles Farm, 
Princeville.  Contact Mike Aldrich 
for times. 309-229-4090
November 12, Youth Wingshooting 
and Pheasant Hunt at Mackinaw 
SFWA. Call 309-693-4969
 On-line registration at www2.
ildnr.gov/recreation/wingshooting

8202 S. HIDDEN POINT ROAD 
GLASFORD, IL • $770,000 A True Hidden Gem! 

Luxury, privacy and wide 
open spaces await in 

this 8500+ sq. ft. home 
on 5.85 acres with a  
private 5 acre pond. 

Fireplaced great room, 
large chef’s kitchen, 2 
laundry rooms, main 

floor master suite plus a 
finished basement with 

2nd full kitchen, bar, 
gym room and family 
room. There’s also a 5 

car heated garage!
5.85  

Acres

Pallardy June 2022 ASO.qxp_Layout 1  5/10/22  6:22 PM  Page 1

8202 S. Hidden Point Road
GlaSfoRd, il • $760,000
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regarded as the top smallmouth event in 
B.A.S.S. history.
 “I can honestly think of no better 
place to cap off the Elite Series season 
than on maybe the best smallmouth 
fishery	 on	 the	 planet,”	 said	 Chris	
Bowes, vice president of tournaments 
for B.A.S.S. “That event would be 
the	 center	 of	 the	 bass	fishing	world	 no	
matter when it was held. But to think it 
will help decide Angler of the Year and 
who makes the Bassmaster Classic — 
that’ll make for an amazing week for our 
sport.”
 In 2022, Elite Series anglers earned 
eight Century Belts and 2023 has the 
potential to add more huge catches to 
the record book. 
 “I’m excited about the 2023 
schedule and the opportunities to see 
huge	bags	and	close	finishes,”	said	Lisa	
Talmadge, tournament director for the 
Elite Series. “What a way to kick off 
our season by going back-to-back to 
big-bass factories with the potential to 
produce a Century Belt before heading 
to Santee Cooper and the 1000 Islands, 
which both produced multiple Century 
Belts in 2022! Add in locations that’ve 
had	record	crowds	or	tight	finishes	plus	
fisheries	where	we	haven’t	competed	in	
years, and I think it’s going to be a lot of 
fun to watch for all of us.” 
 More than 12.5 million viewers 
watched Bassmaster coverage on the 
FOX networks and, once again, fans 
can catch all nine Bassmaster
Elite Series events as well as Bassmaster 
Classic live television coverage on 
the FOX Sports platforms. 
  For complete coverage of the Elite 
Series, visit Bassmaster.com. 

2023 Bassmaster Elite Series Schedule
•  Feb. 16-19, Okeechobee, Fla., Lake 

Okeechobee
•  Feb. 23-26, Bainbridge, Ga., Lake 

Seminole
•  March 24-26, Knoxville, Tenn., 

Tennessee River
•  April 20-23, Columbia, S.C., Lake 

Murray
•  April 27-30, Clarendon County, S.C., 

Santee Cooper Lakes
•  May 11-14, Shelby County, Ala., Lay 

Lake
•  June 1-4, Orange, Texas, Sabine River

•  July 27-30, Macomb County, Mich., 
Lake St. Clair

•  Aug. 17-20, Plattsburgh, N.Y., Lake 
Champlain

•  Aug. 24-27, Clayton, N.Y., St. 
Lawrence River

 
•  Bassmaster Elite Series Platinum 

Sponsor: Toyota
•  Bassmaster Elite Series Premier 

Sponsors: Bass Pro Shops, Berkley, 
Humminbird, Mercury, Minn Kota, 
Nitro Boats, Power-Pole, Progressive 
Insurance, Ranger Boats, Rapala, 
Skeeter Boats, Yamaha

•  Bassmaster Elite Series Supporting 
Sponsors: AFTCO, Daiwa, Garmin, 
Huk Performance Fishing, Marathon, 
Strike King, Triton Boats, VMC

•  Bassmaster Conservation Partners: 
AFTCO, Yamaha Rightwaters

 
About B.A.S.S.
 B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, events 
and media platforms, is the worldwide 
authority	on	bass	fishing	and	keeper	of	
the culture of the sport, providing cutting 
edge	content	on	bass	fishing	whenever,	
wherever	 and	 however	 bass	 fishing	
fans want to use it. Headquartered in 
Birmingham, Ala., the 515,000-member 
organization’s fully integrated media 
platforms include the industry’s leading 
magazines (Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website (Bassmaster.com), 
TV show, radio show, social media 
programs and events. For more than 50 
years, B.A.S.S. has been dedicated to 
access,	conservation	and	youth	fishing.
 The Bassmaster Tournament Trail 
includes the most prestigious events 
at each level of competition, including 
the Bassmaster Elite Series, St. Croix 
Bassmaster Opens Series presented by 
Mossy Oak Fishing, TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Series, Strike King 
Bassmaster College Series presented by 
Bass Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bassmaster 
High School Series presented by 
Academy Sports + Outdoors, Bass Pro 
Shops Bassmaster Team Championship, 
Yamaha Rightwaters Bassmaster Kayak 
Series powered by TourneyX, Yamaha 
Bassmaster	Redfish	Cup	Championship	
presented by Skeeter and the ultimate 
celebration	 of	 competitive	 fishing,	 the	
Academy Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster 
Classic.
Media Contact: Emily Harley, B.A.S.S. 
Communications Manager, 205-313-
0945, eharley@bassmaster.com Call for a FREE Market 

Analysis of Your Property

VISIT FARMANDLAKEHOUSES.COM
Central IllInoIs’ #1 speCIalIst for mInI farms, log CabIns & lake homes.

*ExcEllEncE in cliEnt SErvicE AwArd winnEr from GooGlE/HomESnAp 2019
*HomEliGHt top AGEntS 2019 * BESt AGEnt winnEr 2020, 2021

*rEcord BrEAkinG SAlES YEArS 2019, 2020, 2021

Jerry Grodesky – Designated Managing Broker

(217) 386-4220 

30
YearsExperience

ILLINOIS PROPERTIES NEEDED: HORSE OR HOBBY FARMS, LAND, 
COUNTRY ESTATES, LOG HOMES, RESORTS & LAKE HOUSES. 

Area’s #1 Specialist- Winner of Client Service & Sales Awards! 
Unprecedented Rural Marketing Program reaches more buyers. 

#1 country website- FarmAndLakeHouses.com. Reach 36,000+ agents in 
huge MLS includes Chicagoland to Champaign to Bloomington. 

Exposure on more websites & ads in equine, 
rec & outdoor magazines.My Exclusive Real Estate Booth will showcase your property 

to 40,000+ attendees at sport, horse & outdoor shows across Illinois! 
SINCE 1991, HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS SOLD

80 PRIVATE ACRES 
NEAR CHARLESTON, IL - $650,000 
Features a pond & 40x80 Pole Building. 46 acres 

tillable (cash rented corn & beans) & 34 acres 
wooded (5.5 acres in CRP). Ideal property for 

hunting, camping, country estate, farming, animals, 
fishing or retirement! Forest has not been logged 

& has small creek running thru it- property has been in 
family for 200 years! Pond 8-10 deep & about 

1/3 to 1/2 acre. Outbuilding has 14 ft high door; part 
concrete floor & runs on a generator. Electric near 

road. Lane from road to property is owned & gated. 
Excellent home site adjacent to pond, across from 

outbuilding. Minutes from Walmart, Rural King, 
shopping restaurants, airport, Sara Bush Lincoln 

Hospital & Eastern Illinois University.
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801.352.1458www.excelboats.com

Improved Floor design | eliminates Water Retention | Decreases Total Weight  

a tapered chine 
provides unparalleled 
turning capabilities. 

The F4 step-deck 
allows you to 

effortlessly climb 
in-and-out of the boat 

and serves as a 
vantage point for your 

retriever.

803 W. Pioneer Parkway, Peoria, IL 61615
Cell 309-657-8182

bmonge@maloofrealty.com
www.brianmonge.com

4925 N. GALENA RD.
PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL 61616 - $204,900

GREAT RIVER VIEWS - TURNKEY 
RESTAURANT/BAR ALL FURNISHINGS INCLUDED

1403-1407 ANN ELIZA ST. 
PEKIN, IL - $575,000

125 SW JEFFERSON ST. #W27 
PEORIA, IL - $219,900

GORGEOUS CITY/RIVER VIEWS!
3 BEDROOMS 2 BATHS 

COMPLETELY UPDATED

ATTENTION INVESTORS
18 UNIT APARTMENT BLDG. 

12-1 BEDROOMS & 6-2 BEDROOMS

1207 N NORTH ST.
PEORIA, IL - $109,900

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
ALL BRICK/STONE OFFICE BUILDING 

FULL BASEMENT

935 N DEMPSTER LN.
PEORIA, IL - $89,900

MOVE-IN READY
2 BEDROOMS 1 CAR GARAGE  

FULL BASEMENT

125 SW JEFFERSON ST.
PEORIA, IL 61602 - $109,900

TWIN TOWERS - 2 BEDROOM CONDO GRANITE 
KITCHEN RIVER VIEWS
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• Kiln Dried Lumber 
• Flooring 
• Trim 
• Mulch
•  Distributors of 

Appalachian Doors & 
Old World Stair Systems

•  Trim Standard & Custom 
Made

• Stair Systems & Parts 

• Interior Door
• Pre-Hung or Slabs 
• Hardwood Mulch
• Wholesale & Retail 
• Hardwood Floors
•  Custom Jams Built to 

Your Specs
•  Kiln Dried or Green 

Lumber

Manufacturers of Quality 
Hardwood Products

BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER
GOOD TIMBER MANAGEMENT, SELECT CUT

26015 North County 2 • Smithfield, IL 61477

309-293-2055
Chuck, Marie & Mark Corsaw

Family Owned & Operated Since 1968

OPEN M-F: 7-4 • SAT 8-12 • EXCEPT HOLIDAYS



Walnut Timber Buyers
Once the crops are harvested, 
timber season is in full swing!

Timber is its own crop to be harvested.

• Keep your farm or 
recreational land 
productive by logging this 
fall/winter season. 

• Our main clients are 
farmers and deer hunters. 
We know how to work 
around harvest and deer 
seasons. 

• Professional logging 
services provided with 
excellent references 
available upon request. 

• Receive a free appraisal 
of your timber this fall 
as our winter harvesting 
schedule fi lls up fast.

 No middle man, minimum footprint, maximum profi t! 

309-369-9524
www.walnuttimberbuyers.com

Find out what your timber is worth. Get a free 
appraisal from one of our licensed timber buyers!

N38G


